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Ackly  John  170 

Adams,  Mr.  (a  collector)  9 
Adams,  the  frigate  12  5162 
Advertisement  206  400 

Agents  of  the  Register  131 
Agriculture,  manufactures 
and  commerce  273 

Aid-de-camp  (exchang.)  63  143 
Algiers,  an  impressed  sea: 
man  given  up  to  110- 
prizes  made  144 

of  the  war  against  409 

Albany  Register  9 

Alexandria,  12  14  252 

A little  while  ago  319 

America  privateer  172 

American  prizes  15,  119,  299 
- — artillery  123 

privateers  (on  the  British 

coast)  17^  1 90  203  2 1 8 252  335 

new.  vessels  fitted 

out  190,  284 

■-  - in  the  East  Indies  400 

in  Fr.  ports  204  207 

* prisoners  in  Eng,  350 

affairs  in  do.  396 

Amsterdam,  state  of  286 

Amelia  isl.  56  1 68  206  317  336 
Analostan  Cartel  11,  56,  no 
Antwerp,  Fren.  ships  at  144  368 
Anecdote  205  411 

Appalachlcola  271,  303 

Argument,  Jstrange  170 

Argus,  the  U.  S.  brig  39 

Army— pay  office  2)5 

Armies  that  invaded  France  350 
Armstrong  gen.  S 11  56— pri- 
vateer 207  253  255  319 


Armistead,  It.  col. 

40 

Arrivals 

355 

Avon  privateer 

1$0 

Auctions  product  of  duties  331 

Augustine,  St. 

B. 

348 

Baltimore,  militia  at  13,— of  the 
attack  upon  23  543  '3-resolves 
of  Hie  committee  of  vigilance 
61  80  111  122— (vessels)  159- 
. British  paragraphs  169  172- 
negro  captured  there  paroled 
169— militia  discharged  191— 
killed  and  wounded^Ol—  ge- 
neral  orders  of  colonel  McDo- 
nald 216  -memorial  322 
Baltimore  entertains  cols. 
Mitchell  and  Towson  318 

bills  of  mortality  355 

Ranks— specie  payments  stop- 
ped 10— notes  of  the  B,  of  En» 
gland  144— of  Massachusetts 
195— eastern  230 

'Barbour  gov.  4 

Barney,  com.  &c.  7 12  32  142 
Barnstable  ,3 

Sarrataria,  the  pivates  of  92. 
Ill— British  proposal  of  al- 
liauce  134— taken  166.  Baily. 
old,  trials  at  286 

Cambridge  capt.  192 

Bayard,  Mr.  159,  204 

Bermuda,  troops  arrived  at  l 
Bissel  gen.  171 

Blakeiv  capt.  see  Wasp  and  318 
Blakely  privateer  190 

Blockade,  of  the  136 

Block  island  167 

Blount  gov.  his  address  380 
Blue  major,  his  expedition  279 
Bombs  at  Stonnington  133 
Bradley  adm.  286 

Bonaparte,  America  sold  to  159 
“Booty  and  Beauty”  410 
Boundaries  according  to  the 
British  sine  qua  non  218 
Boyle,  capt.  his  blockade  290 
Boston  Centinel  159  409 

Daily  Advertiser  , 70 

Boston  54— privateers  190 
— stocks  payable  at  27> 

— • — memorial  ' 3?l 

■ mortality  bill  355 

Patriot,  369 

Bowyer  fort,  defence  of  78,  93, 
95— description  of  318 
Brass  guns  55 

Brewster  53 

Brevet  appointments  35 3 
Brisbane,  gen.  9,  .16 

British  gentility  9— in  Florida 
11— barbaritv,  brutality  or 
.Outrage  51  54  110  125  136  137 
214  320  347^48  350  410 


Brit,  allies  53;  goods  sales  of *  *6 
218:  parliament  66  68  391;  pro- 
clamation 68  134;  shiponOnta- 
rio  79  143  1 75 ; reinforcements  1 
80  96  121 170  317— desert*  rs  80 
169  319— falshood  i25— opi- 
nions 1 5 270  317  336  347  393 
to  396  409  410— Vandalism  132 1 
37— meanness  143  218— bank 
144— revenue  144-uaval  force 
168— prisoners  172  349  410— ; 
coast*  vexed  174  see  also  Glas- 1 

fow,Livfcrpool,5tc.  vessels  lost,  | 
cc«  285— morality  286— com-  j 
inero-e  286— empire  population  j 
of  86— conquests  .50— church  1 
establish  merit  350— prices  of1 
wages  and  provisions,  compa- 
rative 355— generals  410 
British  officials— of  th«  bat- 
tle at  fort  Erie  2l 

as  to  the  sortie  from 

fort  Erie — 103 

— — of  the  attack  upon  Bal- 
timore 111  197 

capture  of  the  Tygress 

and  Scorpion  173 
— of  the  burnings  at 

Wareham  . 2l4 

— - of  the  capture  of  Wash- 
ington 277 

plan  of  conscription  318 

— — rating  of  vessels  320 
Brown  gen.  63  100  123  143 
Brown  and  Drummond  64 
Brookhaven  126 

Buck  shot  to  be  sent  out  205 
Budget  the  76 

Burd  captain  128  143  818 
C 

Congress-meets  45— Mr.  Giles’ 
resolutions  46— standing  com- 
mittees 46— proceedings  on  re- 
moving the  seat  of  government 
46  77  78  1 07— on  British  deser- 
ters 46— thanks  to  Brown, 
Scott,  Gaines,  &c.  47  78  107— 
Macdonough  107-Warrington 
108 — National  bank  77  95  105 
109  127  160  176  184  201  202 
267  287  288  301  302  314  333 
334  351  (president’s  negative) 
366,  (Mr.  Barbour’s  bill)  383 
412  415  416— on  retaliation  108 
—instructions  to  our  ministers 
81 108— of  Alexandria  108— on 
rebuilding  the  public  edifices 
108  382  384 — Barney’s  flotilla 
108  142— floating  batteries  367 
—of  the  new  taxes  109  126  127 
142  157  158  183  201  202  267 
287  288  301  302  313  314  3lS  383 
413— small  armed  vessels  126 
142 157  1 83— of  volunteers  127 
142  157  264  3.3  333  352  ,413 
—of  the  military  establishment 
127  176  181,183  262  264  266 
287— papers  lost  by  the  incur- 
sion of  the  enemy,  141— on 
loans  i41  1 83  184  26  !— direct 
tax  .see  new  taxes  above  and 
3 41  14*2  268  301  313  415— day 
of  fasting  and  prayer  142— of 
privateers  143  157— committee 
of  investigation  157  1'84  241 
case  of  Mr.  Cutts  157— Giles’ 
bill  181 — Gerry’s  death  185- 
proposition  as  to  his  salary  416 
O.  Evans  262 — Worthington’s 
bill  183 — .classification  bill  181 
183  184  208  266  ^67  87 
301-treasury  notes  183  264  414 
416 — Mr.  Harris’s  resolutions 
183— of  admirals  201— naval 
report  220 — prize-money  262 
-naval  officers  63-letter  from 
Mr.  Dallas  265 — naval  affairs 
266— Mat.  Guy  87— Yazoo 
claims  288  333  334— speaker’s 
casting  vote  302-political  cha- 
racter and  list  of  the 'members 
144— Mr.  King  318 — -on  trea- 
sonable intercourse  3)4— call 
of  the  house  31 1 — case  of  Jo- 
shua Penny  3.5  334— certain 
midshipmen  remonstrate  333 
—Mississippi  land  claims  333 
—of  the  militia  $33<-Mr.  Sfil- 
bouin’s  <pill  fl,v  thdfefcnc'j  of 
of  (the  N.  <W  .frontier  334— in- 
. c&me^tax  ‘proposed  334— Bal< 
'life ore  memorial  367-Mr.  Ma- 
cruder  351  352  367— Missis- 


sippi memorial  352— road  to 
Ohio  366  •:  14— mounted  volun- 
teers 383— Amey  Darden  383 
413 — to  defend  tneChesapeake 
bay  4i3 — Mr.  Sharp's  propo- 
sitions, &c.  414 — New-Eng- 

land  emigration  society  414 — 
Mr.  Jefferson’s  library  78  116 
285  367  413 — vote  of  honor  to 
general  Jackson  proposed.384 
— Mr.  Rich’s  proposition  for 
classification  384 — pay  of  the 
members  384  416 — vote  of  ho- 
nor to  sundry  persons  named 
384  aud  to  the  people  of  Lou- 
isiana 413 — Mr.  Troup’s  ro 
marks  upon  414 — Mr.  Sharp’s 
4i5— general  Brown,  &c.  in- 
troduced into  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives 41'— Mr.  Jack- 
son’*  resolutions  4 15— Mr. 
Lambert  416— Crek  lands  416 
—peace  establishment  416 
Calculations  of  the  produce  of 
the  United  States  273 

Capitol,  destruction  of  1, 2, 3 
Campbell,  G.  W.  resigns  48 
Camden  threatened,  ike.  167 
Canada  papers  252 

importations,  &c.  348 

Cadiz  286 

Canton,  an  arrival  from  128 
—American  vessels  there  1 59 
Cape.  Cad  52 

Cartel  restricted  125 

Caracas,  war  in  144 

Cavthagenian  privateer  172 
Carrol,  ma>  gen.  252  304 
Carberry,  colonel  281 

Carriages,  duties  upon  331 
Castine  £1,53,110,  167,281, 
303,  317 
Cass’s  “pet  indians”  159 

Castlereagh,  lord  389 

Chambers’  repeating  gun  280 
Champlain  lake  13— battle  on 
32, 41, 43, 172,  284— (the  ship# 
96— (stores  taken)  112  192, 

frontier  271, 279,'  364 

Chauncey,  com.  12,  37,  41,  79 
Chaptieo  5 1— enormities  at  136 
Charleston  • 55  123 

Chaiseur  privateer  128, 29°,  412 
Chesapeake,  the  enemy  in  50 
144,  175,  252 

=—  the  frigate  366 

Church  establishment  350 
Chvistophe,  king  of  Hayti  352 
Cincinnati,  the  town  of  320 
Clarence,  th*i  duke’s  son  169 
Clay,  Mr.  ‘ ’ 280  288 

Clark,  fort  * 349 

Cobbfett,  William  320 

Cochrane  admiral  17, 18,47,172 
Cockburn  admiral  110,411 
Colbert  Joseph  170 

Collier,  sir  Geo.  ' 52  80 

Colquhoun,  Mr.  269  286 

Columbia  river  123 

Commerce  compared  with  a- 
griculture  278 

Compliment  to  Americans  410 
Confiance,  the  frigate  86 
Congress  of  Vienna  . 1 396 

Counterfeiting  270 

Connecticut  election  144 

: legislature  158  162  164 

Constitution  frigate  271,  317 
and  Le  Pique  284 

“Conscription,”  3 plans  com- 
pared 294— British  318 
Cotton  spinning,  essay  ' 338 
Creek  indians,  their  boundary 
6--British  intrigues"  with  9, 
remarks  on  53 

Croghan,  lii  ut.  col.  ' 4,  18 

Crocker,  J.  W.  174 

Crowninshield  B.  W.  285 
Cumberland  island,  346 

D 

Dabney  John  B.  255 

Dallas  A.  J.  to  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  104,  265 — 
remarks  on  his  first  letter  207 
— see  also  treasury  reports 
Dartmoor  prison,  a letter 
fiocn  350 

6ard?n,  Ged-BrU*8*1  at  41 1 
David  Bmter'piVacepv  56 
Deserters  exeeuffcd'  y t 28 1 

Detroit,  state  6f  t‘  ' .16i8  170 
Delaware;  the  enetlxj^n  ■ ^5 , 
Despatches  from  Ghent . • 


Direct  tax  125— the  quota  o i 
the  several  states  348 

Documents,  editorial  remarks 
n the  publication  of  161 
Dolph  Mr.  349 

“Don’t  give  up  the  soil”  11 
Downes  captain  191 

Duties  collected  in  several 
states  . 189 

Dyson  captain  S.  dismissed  207 

Eastport  9,  52,  56 

Eastern  coast  51,  55,  80,  HO 
Eastham 

East-Indiaman,  a prize 
Edisto  island 
Editorial  Address 
note 


52 
56 
382 
1 401 
128 

Elba  144 

Ellen,  the  American  schr.  34§ 
Epervier,  the  191 

Erie,  fort,  battle  of  19, 2 i — (sor- 
tie) 48,  64,  100, 102 
— 1 — lake,  anecdote  205 

Essex  frigate  (British  ace.)  8 56 
Evening  Post,  extract  from  390, 
European  affairs  396 

Extraordinary  escape  of  major, 
general  Porter  1 24 

voyage  1 60, 

Exports  and  imports — tables  of 
attached  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  Hartford  convention  331 
F 

Fast  day  appointed  175 

Federal  Republican  390 

Female  patriotism  110  124  16§ 
Fishing  boats  53 

Fisheries,  the  ,54 

— French  US 

Fioridas,  the  279  412 

Flying  destruction  122 

Foreign  news  14  158  170  189 
203  317  386 

— intelligence  176  204 

Fox  privateer  48. 

a British  tender  20  8^ 

France  14 — appointments  of 
the  king  112— amount  of  the 
armies  employed  to  subdue 
350 

France  and  England,  living  in, 
compared  320 

Franklin  tender  captured  175; 
French  fisheries  15  112 

manufactures  15 

emigrants  96 

navy  144 — ships  at 

Antwerp  144  368 

goods'  smuggled  into 

England  286 

— prisoners  in  Eng.  286‘ 

press  320 

Frigate,  a frame  for  sale  412 
Frolic,  the  late  U.  S.  sloop  172 
Freemasons  285 

persecuted  at  Rome  286 
Fuel,  allowance  to  the  army  279 
Fulton  the  first— see  steam 
frigate  ^ . 

Gaines,  general  12  111252 
Gas  lights  286 

Georgia,  election  144 

Georgians,  address  to  363j 
Gerry,  Mr.  his  death  185 
General  orders,  4th  military 
district  ~ — of  the  governor  of 
New-Jersey  3 — of  the  gover- 
nor of  Pennsylvania  -ib — of 
general  Brisbane  :6 — of  gen. 
Brown  23 — of  gen.  S.  Smith 
29 — general  Winder  29— gen, 
Macomb  44  66— gen.  Mootrs 
70  335—  gm.  Scott  95  171  191 
—gen.  Jackson  95  (see  New- 
Orleans)  sir  Geo.  P revest 
103— of  the  captain  of  the 
Endymion  110— gen.  Gaines 
1 11  216— British  (dist.)  1 ’4  — 
of  gen.  Iziard  1 71— governor 

• Claiborne  215  345— colonel 
M’Honald  216— of  the  adju- 
tant and  inspector  general 
219  317  319  4il— of  the  ad- 
jutant gen.  pf  Tennessee  304 
Ghent,  negociatioii 

see  negociation , also  269 
Gibraltar,  fever  at  286 

Gibson,  colonel  169 

“Glorious  news”— editorial  385 
“Goths  at  Washington”  . 27^ 
Glasgow,  meeting  at 


INDEX 


Britain,  resources  of  289 
Gore  governor  ' 335 

Grosveuor  Mr.  107 

Grumbling  126 

Gun  boats  56  137 

Gun,  the  repeating  28(* 

Guerriere.  U.  S.  frigate  172 
Guj-,  Mathew  287 

H 

Hamburg,  sickness  at  144 
Hampton  gen.  verdict  against 
111 

Hainan  A.  C.  56  76 

Hawkins  qol.  53  364 

Harcourt  the  countess  of.  a 
56 

128  384 


. prize 
Har 


.Harpy  privateer  i*»  48  4 

Hartford  convention  151  158 — 
Vermont  refuses  to  meet  167 
—New  Hampshire  neglects 
167 — acceded  to  by  Connec- 
ticut 161— by  Rhode  Island 
180 — meets  269  ; members  of 
270— remarks  on  281  302— 
proceedings  305,  328 — edito- 
rial essays  on  the,  see  Nieto 
•England  convention.  Pro- 
ceedings in  the  legislature  of 
Massachusetts  thereoii  372 — 
-of  Connecticut  372 

Kayti  or  Hispaniola,an  account 
of  proceedings  at  352 

Hampstead  captain,  his  expedi- 
tion 171 

Hermes  the  British  ship  95 
Hiltyar,  capt,  8 

Hill  lord  158 

Holmes  major  5 

Hornet  sloop  of  tear  escapes  191 
Hostages  returned  303 

Huron  lake  109  126 

Sugh  Mr.  maltreated  , 320 
yder-Ali  privateer  56 

Jackson  gen.  1-1  64  79  93 — vi- 
sits Pensacola  271  281 

Jaekson  Mr.  his  resolutions  77 
Jackson  gen.  see  N. Orleans, Stc 
James,  prizq  ship  1-48  291 

Jamaica  protest , 159 

Java  frigate  207 

Jesuits  restored  286— some 
account  of  320 

Jervis,  sir  John,  his  battle  319 
'Illinois  Territory  80 

Impressed  seamen,  remarks  on 
371— escape  of  13  9§— cases 
of  110— a vile  one.  , 350 

Impress  at  London  on  account 
of  privateers  203 

Imports  and  exports  of  Great 
Britain  289 

Indian  boundary  158— correct* 
ness  159 

Independence,  the  U.S.shjp  56 
Instructions  to  our  ministers  81 
Investigation  of  the  causes  that 
leil  to  the  capture  of  Wash- 
ington 241 

Inquisition  re-established  9 1 
Internal  revenue  125 

Insurance  across  the  British 
channel  174  190  285 

Jones  Mr.  resigns  25.2 

Jones  David  269 

Irishmen,  an  address  to  169 
Izard  general  47- 

K 

Keene  Mr.  110 

Kemp  privateer  293 

Ketclium  captain  135 

Kilgour  Mr.  . .50 

Kingston  56  79 

Kinderlaud  governor  412 
King  Mr.  of  New  York  318— 
his  reply  to  the.  house  of  dele 
gates  of  Maryland  327 
Kirby’s  Wind-mill  128  148 

Knox  gen.  295 

L 

Letters  to  the  secretary  of  war. 
Srom  col.  Croghan,  enclosing 
•ne  from  major  Holmes  4 
Gen.  M'Arthurr  6 282 

Col.  B.  Hawkins  6 

Gen.  Gaines  19  2 2 

Gen.  Smith  25  26 

Gen.  Macomb  32  60 

Major  Armistead 
Gen.  Brown  48  63  10  0 10 
Gen,  Jackson  79  93  357  35 * 

. , 373  3*8 


To  the  secretary  of  the  navy. 

From  com.  Barney  < 7 

Com.  Rodgers  13  37 

Com.  Chauncey  12  37  79  80 
Com.  Macdonough  32  41  192 
Capt.  Porter  33  159 

Capt.  Perry  35 

Surgeon  Inderwick  39 

Captain  Campbell  40  137 
Com.  Tinges  49 

Capt.  Blakeley  114  191 
Com.  Sinclair  156  173  ?07 
Com.  Patterson  166  3t6  387 
388  4 5 I 

Captain  Gordon  175  I 

Com.  Dent  382 

Gen.  Armstrong  to  the  edi- j 
tors  of  the  Pariot  6 

Captain  Hillyar  on  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Essex  3 

R.  Rush  to  the  mayor  of  Phi-  j 
ladelpliia  9 

A merchant  in  Liverpool  10  [ 
Maj.  Barney  to  gen.  S.  1 3 j 
Admiral  Cochrane  to  the  se-i 
cretary  of  state  17,  and  re- 
ply  47 

Lt.  col.  Croghan  to  general 
M‘  Arthur  IS 

Brig.  gen.  Strieker  to  maj. 1 

gen.  Smith  27  j 

Brig.  gen.  Brown  to  coin.  J 
Chauncey  and  reply  38,  th<  I 
same  to  gen.  Gaines  47;  th.  ; 
same  to  com.  Chauncey  121 
To  the  editors  of  the  Nation- 
al Intelligencer  41 

Com.  Barney  to  capt.  Sevier 
41 

Gen.  Jackson  to  gov.  Blount 
47  28 ! 

J.  B.  Varnum  to  a fri  nd  in 
Washington  48 

Col.Hawkins  to  gov.Early  53 
Maj.  Lawrence  to  general 
Jackson  93 

Gen.  Porter  to  gen.  Brown 
id 

Major  Dudley  to  gov.  Shelbv 
111 

Mr.  Jefferson  to  S.  H.  Smith  | 
116 

Col.  Polk  to  governor  Haw- 
kins 125 

R.  Wright  to  the  editors  of 
the  Intelligencer  136 
Mr.  Monroe  to  the  military 
committee  137 

Com.  Barney  to  the  nat  al 
committee  14: 

Gen.  Brown  to  gen.  Drum- 
mond 143,  and  reply 
Mr.  Beasley,  col.  Barclay, 
,&c. on  retaliatory  subjects 
145 

Mr.  Monroe  to  gov.  Strong 

' ns 

Gov.  Jones  to  the  same  and 
reply  149 

From  Paris  195 

Gen.  Bissel  to  gen.  Izard  ill 
From  an  American  gentle- 
man at  Nantz  189 

Col.  Broke  to  lord  Bathurst 
.197 

Admiral  Cochrane  to  J.  W. 

Crocker  197 

Mr.  Lowndes  to  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury,  and  re- 
ply 202 

The  sec.  of  the  navy  to  the  ! 
president  of  the  senate  ^09  i 
Paymaster-general  to  Mr.  ! 

Troup  215  j 

Com.  Barrie  to  general  Ben-  j 
son  217! 

Mr.  Monroe  to  gov.  Snyder  j 
. 219  j 

Com.  Macdenough  to  gen.  j 
Macomb  219  I 

! Cant.  Youngs  to  con*..  Mac-  j 

donough  218  j 

! Gen.  Jackson  to  captain  Ra- ! 

! , pier  . 218  ! 

| The  president  to  the  govern- 

or of  New  York  2 51 
Of  John  Randolph  258  j 
Secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
the  com.  ofloans  at  Boston  ! 

270 

Gen.  Jackson  to  gov;  Early 

271 


From  Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Coch- 
ran 271 

General  MTntosh  to  gov. 

Early  279  343 

Gen.  "Winchester  to  general 
MTntosh  344 

Governor  of  Sputh  Carolina 
*o  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  318 

Dr.  Marshall  to  com.  l'atter- 
f son  346  J 

Captain  Moore  to  col.  Rus- 
s4  . 349 

Captain  Massia;  to  general 
Floyd  *361  362  363  I 

Colonel  Scott  to  the  same  I 
362  363 j 

Mr.  Mason  to  the  marshal 
of  New-Yofk  381 

Mix  Shields  to  commodore 
Patterson  405 

Mr.  Johnson  to  the  same  406 
Governor  Kinderlaud  to  col. 

Woodbine  412 

C7*  For  letters  respecting 
events  at  New  Orleans,  see 
also  New  Orleans. 

Lambert  Dani  l bis  effigy  342 
Latitte,  the  pirate  134 

Laiabee  captain  170 

Laws  of  New- York  110  5 23 
350 
9 93  95 
120 
13 
355 
50 
52 
l.s  9 


ands,  sales  of 
Lawrence  major 
Law  rence  privateer 
Leavens  captain 
Lehigh  chain  bridge 
Leonard  town 
Leander  the  British  ship 
Leonard  captain 
Learned  colonel  dismissed  303 
Leib  Mr.  320 

Lenity,  mistaken  170 

Lexington,  Ivy.  339 

Lights  extinguished  55 

Licensed  vessel  restored  154 
Lieenses  to  use  stills,  &c.  see 
stills,  carriages , retailers , 
auctions,  sugar  refined  and 
stamps. 

Lloyds’  lists  218  285 

Liverpool,  meeting  of  the  mer- 
chants 190 

London  “Public  Cause”  335- 
Times  393  108—  Courier  394 
-Globe  407 

Loans  of  the  < 5 8 

Long  Point.  20  7 239 

Louisiana,  Nichols’  address  to 
the  people  of  134— remarks 
on  the  possession  of  168 — 
projected  expedition  to  204 
—Jackson’s  proclamation  205 
—governor’s  orders  215 
Lyon’s  creek,  the  battle  at  171 
M 

Macomb,  general  32  44  55  60 
111,217 

Macdonough,  com.  32,  41,  55 
Macdonough  privateer  172 
Mac  Neveii,  Air,  169 

Maine,  proceedings  respecting 
165— population  of  the  part 
held  by  the  enemy  252— re- 
marks 4 230 

Madison  general  282 

Malcolm’s  mills  28 1 

Maryland  election  114  285 
-legislature- 3 26— passes  an 
act  to  raise  state  troops  382 
Mammoth  privateer  56 

Mae  Arthur,  gen.  207  239  282 
Macedonian, y:e  brig  412 
Martinique  144  285 

Manufactures  280 

Mail  boat  taken  319 

Massachusetts,  the  part  cap- 
tured 5152117252280 

legislature  110  1 13  143 

372  many  documents  proceed- 
ings &c.  149— of  Maine  165 

election  . 285 

May  hr  w,  capt.  9 

Malta,  trade  » 286 

M’ Arthur,  gen.  6 12  95 

MTntosh.  gen.  and  his  army 
364  411 

Message  of  the  president  30  70 
77  8 l 145  222  3-6  402  416 

of  tile  gov.  of  N,  York  97 

of  Massachusetts  113 

of  New  Jersey  16 1 

qf  R.  Island  177 


Message  of  the  governor  of 
Pennsylvania  31  § 

Message  to  Eulope  143 

Mermaid  286 

Merino  sheep  280 

Mexico,  revolutionary  144 
Midas  privateer  135  271 

Michilimackinac,  expedition  10 
5 56 

Militia  of  New  Jersey  3 

Pennsylvania  3 56  m 

-* New  York  70  98  111 

Virginia  4.  Ill  411 

Tennessee  64  125  169  304 

336  381 

Massachusetts  167 

Vermont  65 

Kentucky  125 

general  orders  respecting 

— ~ Washington’s  classification 
compared  with  Muuroe's 
and  Gili-s’  294 

Military  force,  propositions  of 
the  secretary  of  war  137 
Miller  gen.  1 >s 

Mims,  fort,  on  the  massacre  at 
• 411 

Mississippi  ter.  petitions  to  be- 
come a state  352 

Mitchell  Mr.  ordered  from  Hali- 
fax * 270’ 

Mitchell  col.  281,318,348 
Ministers  zt  Ghent;  despai  eh<*s 
from  22 

Mobile  47  64  79  93  95 

Montreal  papers'  10  15 

Monroe  James  (appointed  se- 
cretary of  war)  ‘ -48 

Moselle,  the  British  brig  56 
Molly,  Dr.  murder  of  269 

Monitorial  124 

Montevideo  surrenders  285 

Mortality,  bills  of  q-54 

N 

Nantucket,  neutral  9— navaj 
notice  respecting  jn7 

National  Intelligencer,  extract 
from  j 8 

National  tank,  see  congress 
and  1‘  5 160  ’76  202  ■ 3J 
Naples,  Murat  king  of  2S5 
Naval,  small  armed  vessels  123 
(see  also  congress) 

—  report  09  220  340 

Navy  of  the  U.  S.  on  Champ. 

lain  13 

Navy-yard,  destroyed  49 

Negotiation  at  Ghent  64  70  80 
125  '.58  ! 70  204  222  240  252 
Negroes  carried  off  and  sold  by 
- 1 lie  British  54— paroled  169 
at  Halifax  169— stolen  284— 
restored  319 

Neulchatel  privateer  96  12Q 
■ 2 7 293  316 

Neutral  vessel  on  Champlain 
252 

New- Castle  frigate  271 

Ffeutral  frauds  336 

—  rights  violated— see 

General  Armstrong  privateer 
and  ,548 

New- York,  defences  of  II  206 

—  state  troops  11  54 

legislature  65  97  123 

144  252 

law  of  110 

— ■ — — liberality  135  381 

volunteers  discharged 

217. 

mortality  bill  354 

—  memorial  322 

census  of  Ontario 

county  355 

New- Ark,  N«  J.  11 

New  Haven  12 

memorial  323 

New-Bedford  112 

Newbnryport  memorial  323 
New  notiuus  122 

News,  foreign  121 

New  Orleans  56  279— Jackson 
arrives  303 — fatlleof  the  gun 
boats,  &c.  3 : 5 356 — Jackson’s 
general  orders  2.6  317  404— a 
let  ter  froniBaton  ltonge  334 
— miscellaneous  particulars 
345  356  368  374  to  381  384 
to  391.  409  411—  governor 
Claiborne’s  general  orders 
345— Jackson’s  address  tu.tue 


iosrBo 


INDEX. 


Militia  345— to  the  people  of 
color  $46 — to  his  troops  after 
the  victory  403— commoJor 
Patterson’s  letters  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy  346  387 
405— general  Jackson  to  the 
secretary  at  war  57  358  373 
374  335— letters  from  gover- 
nor Claiborne  358  359 — col. 
Hynes  359— col.  Butltr  359— 
postmaster  at  New  Orleans 
559— from  Mr.  Fromentin 
&c.  3 >9,  &c.  301  36 !— of  Mr. 
Poindexter  386— capt.  Hen- 
ley 387— gen.  Adair  389— 
journal  of  events  376— Apos- 
tolic mandate  379— salutes 
and  illuminations  on  account 
Of  the  victory  380  403— par- 
don of  t he  Barratarians  380 
—gov.  Blount’s  address  to 
the  militia  331— Mr.  Shields’ 
expedition  385  405— list  of 
alt  killed,  wounded  and  mis- 
sing 386— lord  Castlereagh’s 
notions' 389— British  notions, 
of  390  39i  — sailing  master 
Johnson’s  affair  i06— Wel- 
lington’s soldiers  390— “Fe- 
deral Republican”  notions 
390— Estimated  worth  of 
property  at  N.  Orleans  393 
New- London,  cannonaded  284 
Nesv-Hampshire  election  144 
New-Jersey — election  144— le- 
gislature 161— militia,  return 
of  279 

ftNew-England  Convention” — 
editorial  essays— No.  I.  185; 
No.  II.  193;  No.  III.  257; 
No.  IV.  32;;  No.  V.337;  No. 
VI.  369. 

Niagara  frontier  (scraps)  47 
64  80  109  111  125  148  158  170 

British  opinions  of  the 

battles  on  410 

Nominy  51 

Norway  14  96  176 

Northumberland  80 

No  pleasing  159 

Norfolk,  the  transport  2'8 
the  town,  proposes  to  sup- 
ply the  crew  of  the  Presi- 
dent . 402 

North-Carolina-resolutions  237 
votes  a sword  to  Blakely  3 . 8 
O 

Oakman,  captain  Tobias  3 25 
Ohio — election  1 44— emigra- 
tions to  350— patriotism  382 
Old  soldiers  381 

Olive  Branch,  the  371 

Ontario’  lake  (scraps)  47  56  79 
(prize  upon)  126  i75-British 
fleet  192  336 

' Ontario  Messenger  124 

county,  census  of  355 

Orders  in  council,  petitions  to 
congress  respecting— duties, 
or  tribute  exacted  325 

Oyster  boat  captures  a British 
barge  p 

Packenham  gen.  sent  out  203 
Pbine,  sailing-master  137 
Parker,  sir  Peter  killed  11122 
Parker,  lieut.  col.  R.E.  35 

— Daniel  207 

Patriotism  124 

Payments  to  the  army  215 
Peace,  incidents  and  papers  be- 
longing to  it  369  409 

Peace  rumors  32  317  336  361 
381 

announced  393— British 

opinions  of  it,  &c.  ib.  and  407 
—treaty  397 

Pefctock,  the  U.  S.  sloop  56  80 
lio  128—  her  cruise  155 
Pennington  gov.  3 

Pennsylvania  election  144  385 
-legislature  280— governor’  >• 


Pike,  privateer  56  118 

Pittsfield,  prisoners  at  3 19 
Pique  frigate,  runs  away  234 
Plattsburg  (attack  expected)  16 
battle  at  32  44  45  55  60  68  1 L 1 
122  204  3 19— threatened  335 
Plaist-r  of  Paris  4 , 6 

Polk  col.  125 

Poland  32i 

Political  divinity  27 

Politics,  summary  of, . from  a 
Scotch  paper  2 . 9 

Population  (white)  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  257 

Pope  the  '.86— his  oration  286 
Porter,  capt.  12  33  35  23 . 
— - brig.  gen.  101  124  14. 

[maj.  gen.]  2 17 

Portuguese  flte  55  56 

Post  oflice  establishment  407 
Postage,  rates  of  3 -5 

Potomac,  the  enemy  in  33  35 
36  41  123  172 
Poultney,Vt.  336 

Prairie  dn  Chitn  8 

Pivvost,  sir  George  44  1<  » 

Press  regulated  in  France  320 
President  frigate  284  304— her 
capture  announced  at  New 
1.  ondon  364— accounts  of  her 
capture  364  365-— intention 
of  Norfolk  to  supply  her  crew 
412 

Prince  regent’s  speech  67  391- 
remarks  on  400 

Prisoners,  of  51 96  109  110  ill 
.17  304 

Privateers  American  96 

— — at  New  Bedford  112 
Proclamation,  by  the  president, 
on  the  destruction  of  the  Ca- 
pitol 2— for  a day  of  fasting 
&c.  175— pardoning  the  Ba- 
ratariaus  380 

of  the  gov.  of  Va.  4 54 

— of  sir  George  Pivvost  44 

— of sir  J.  Sir,  rbrooke  -2  U7 

’of  the  gov.  of  Vermont  65 

of  the  prince  regent  68 

of  the  commander  in  chief 

of  N.  Brunswick  i24 

— — of  col.  Nichols  133  134 

of  gen.  Jackson  205 

Promotions  16  55  i9i  285 

Proctor  gen.  80— his  trial  3.7 
Protest  of  the  minority  of  the 
senate  of  Massachusetts  153 
—of the  house  J 54 

Provisions,  cost  of  in  France 
and  England  320 

Public  feeling  125— credit  158 
PuvviauceMr.  143 


Queer  news  172— article  284 
Quebec  papers  z70— arrivals 
at  284 

R 

Ramsay’s  life  of  Washington 
(extract)  141 

Rank  of  the  army  and  navy  219 
Randolph  John,  i5 8 

Rappahannock,  enemy  in  -83 
Rate  of  British  vessels  320 

Reason  against  peace  269 

Reason  for  war  80 

Recaptures  176  220  284 

Reed  colonel  4 l '■ 

Register,  its  irregularity  28 
Reports,  see  congress  and  trea- 
sury, naval,  military  and 
other  heads,  and  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  76 
—on  naval  costi&cts  340— of 
407 


Robertson  Mr. 
Rodgers  commodore 
Rudnev  admiral 


Ross  general,  see  Baltimore,  al-  men ts 


271  (Trade  see  smuggling . 

13  37  J Trade  and  commerce  ('Ameri- 
390 1 can)  56— comparative  state- 


188 

22  272  ,78  i Tracy’s  landing  128. 

Rome  .286  { Treaty  of  peace  with  Great 

Rover  privateer  349;  Britain  397— British  opinion* 

Russian  commerce  arid  ships;  respecting  392  to  396  407 
56— ship  on  an  extraordinary  Treason,  acts  of  54  96  123  170 
voyage  .60  270  337  348  350 

S Treasury  report  57  104  343— 

Sacketts  Harbor  32  79  349  notes,  see  congress  and  336 
Sailor’s  anecdote  205  True  Blooded  Yankee  priva- 

Saint  Bartholomews  320  teer  207  400 

Salem  memorial  3”  Tuneehanged  135 

Salt,  price  of  .68  35o  Tygress  and  Scorpion  126  156 

Sailing  masters,  promotion  of  173 

remonstrated  against  338  U 

Sampson  Mr.  169  Upper  lakes  157 

Santee,  the  schooner  13  V 

Savannah  12  124  Vermont  volunteers  136  349 — 

292  • election  144— rejection  of  the 
3:9'  Massachusetts  resolves  167 
54 . Vienna,  congress  at  ^ 03  204 
288  Virginia  legislature-resolves 
respecting  the  iiegociation  at 


Saucy  Jack  privateer 
Say brook 
Scoundrel  caught 
Scott  general  95 — cotmty 
Scorpion,  see  Tygress  , 

Seminole  Indians  :70  271  363 


Sevier  captain 
Sheep,  at  Kendal 
Shot,  a great  one 
Shelby  governor 
Sherbrooke  sir  John 
Sicily 

Singular  circumstance 
Sine  qua  nort  privateer 


message 


318 


Pensacola  11  53  109-the  Bri- 
tish at  133  271281  3)3 

Penobscot  5J 

Perry  capt.  14  35  presents  to 


Percy,  capt. 

Peru,  revolution  in 
Philadelphia, defences  of 

— - — memorial 

Pipe,  a utanttfaetory  of 


133 

285 


123 


the  P.  M.  general 
Resources  of  G.  Britain 
Resolution  of  New  York 
Retaliatory  documents 
Retailers  licences,  331 

Revenue,  internal  125 

Retort  courteous  288 

Recruits,  official  return  279 
Recruiting  service  3 ; 9 

Remarks  (at  Boston)  oh  the 
sine  qua  non  170 

Reirule  r,  see  Wasfi—priv.  190 
Rial  gen.  135  91 

Ripley  general  136 

Rhode  Island  legislature— com- 
plaint  of  the  members  from 
Block  Island  167— governor’s 
message  177— legislature  178 
Rocket  battery,  55 


the  British,  see  negociation,| 
&c.  and  218 

editorial  272 

Slaves  brought  to  Havanna  96 
Slave  trade  restored  by  France 
286— vessels  engaged  in,  350 
Smith  gen.  see  Balt.  & ill 
Smuggling  9 168  206  270  344* 
Snyder  governor  3 2.9 

Soldiers  shot  171 

Southern  coast,  scraps  128  169 
.52  269 

Sovereign,  transport,  lost  207 
Southcoat  Johanna  336 

South  Carolina  election  244  2*5 
—patriotism  303— anticipates 
the  direct  tax  3i 8— state 
troops  28 

Spain  14  94  .23  384 

Speech  of  the  gov.  of  N.York  6.5 
of  Connecticut  162 

of  Pennsylvania  353 

Specie  from  Vera  Cruz  128— in 
the  eastern  states  158  270 — 


...  Ghent  168  .06— militia  see 
4 1 | militia— legislative  proceed- 
303  ings  . 06 — state  troops  206  349 
284  W 

36  i Washington  city  (the  capture 
52  117  1 of)  2 3 6 7 13— (British  force 
961  at)  4— [navy  yard]  ,9  123— 
135  j [of  the  monument  there]  137 
207 1 —foreign  remarks  on  204  275 
—report  of  the  committee  of 
investigation  . 4 — British  of- 
ficial 277 — gen.  Winder  4 10 

remarks  on  1 9 

7 l,  launched  96 

Wasp  and  Reindeer  12  34  126 
(the  Wasp)  56— her  cruise 
115  173— a pun  upon  165 — 
her  battle  with  tne  Avon  173 
74  191  03  207— British  ac- 
count 216  252  284 

Wales,  the  princess  of  15 

Charlotte,  princess  of  1 5 48 

Waggon  trade  280 

Wareham,  the  enemy  at  214 
Warburton  fort  207 

Washington’s  classification  294 
303  I Watteville  maj.  gen.  de  124 
‘War — persons  maintained  by 
it  269 

Weekly  Register,  conditions  of  I 
—complete  files  for  sale  305 
401 


Wellington’s  soldiers  390 
on  board  the  Zealous  192  ; Wilcox,  lieut.  col.  47 

Spencer  captain  64  143  Wilkinson  gen.  court  martial 

Spies  123  : to  try  him  171319 

“Spirit  of  the  nation”  8 Winder  gen.  court  of  enquiry 

Steam  frigate  128  159  206  on  410 

Stewart  Mr.  British  consul  135  Wood,  col.  169 

Strong  governor  56  Woodbine,  col.  9 11  348  412 

general  136  • Wood  required  for  the  Bri- 

St.  Louis  349  tish  armies  in  Canada  320 

St.  Lawrence*  the  schooner  3 :9  Wright  Rob.  his  letter  136 
St.  Clements  bay  50 

St.  Inigoes  2,4  347;  Y 

St.  Mary’s,  particulars  of  the  j Yankee  privateer  355 

capture  of,  &c.  36 1 to  364  j Yeas  and  nays, (in  congress)  on 
368  382  409;  ^niKidprSnc1  thp  rpcrJutinn  te% 
St.  Eustatia  3901 

Stamps,  product  of  331 ! 

Sterrettcol.  2861 


Stills,  product  of  the  tax  33 1 
Stoves,  improvement  of  356 
Stonnington  i3-accountof  the 
attack  upon  1 30— song  upon 
133— shot  collected  there  206 
Stranger  the  prize  48  55  159 
Strieker  general  resigns  170 
Suppression  of  news  189 
Supplement  proposed  113  13 1 
Surprize  privateer  56  120 
Surgeons,  order  respecting  317 
Sugar  refined,  duty  on  331 
Sylph  sloop  of  war  wrecked 
3.50  366  381 
T 

Tables  made  out  by  the  Hart- 
ford convention  3. ;8 

Taylor  major  171 

Tappahannock  burnt  233 
Tennessee  militia  and  volun- 
teers see  militia. 

Thanks  giving  at  Baltimore  80 
Tilghman’s  Island  128 

Tompkins  gov.  commands  at 
New-York  111  125  303 

Tow  son  col.  ill  281  3-18 


considering  the  resolution  to 
remove  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment 46— on  the  proposition 
to  alter  the  constitution  so  as 
to  establish  a national  bank 
77— about  removing  the  seat 
of  government  78  108— on 
the  direct  tax  126,301  313— 
on  the  other  taxes  &c.  126 
263  264  263  301  413— on  ex- 
empting cotton  yarn  from 
taxation  527— respecting  a 
national  bank  127  263  287  302 
314  315  333  351  382  413  416 
—on  Giles’  hill  183— on  Mr. 
Worthington’s  motion  res- 
peering  the  militia  262— on 
the  bill  for  filling  the  ranks  of 
the  army  264— on  the  classi- 
fication bill  266  267  287  28S 
—on  the  volunteer  bill  313 
—on  the  bill  respecting  trai- 
terous  intercourse  315— on 
the  appropriation  to  make  a 
a road  to  Ohio  366— on  abiT£ 
for  repairing  the  public  edifi- 
ces 382  4 1 4— on  the  bill  to  es-* 
tablish  a navy  board  383 
York  privateer  56 

Youngs  White,  capt*  *18. 
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CONDITIONS  OF  TIIE  WEEKLY  REGISTER. 

This  paper  is  issued  every  Saturday,  at  Baltimore) 
at  $5  per  annum,  payable  in  advance;  and  nn.kes 
two  heavy  volumes  a year. 

It  is  packed  with  'so  great  care  that  it  reaches 
the  most  distant  post  offices  in  safety.  In  evidence 
of  this — a gentleman  living  1100  miles  hence,  in- 
forms that  iie  has  never  lost  a paper.  But  missing 
numbers,  to  a reasonable  amount,  are  gratuitously 
supplied  ; whether  lost  in  the  mail  or  otherwise  se- 
cidemlv  destroyed,  application  being  made  therefor, 
free  of  e.vpeTTse  to  the  editor. 

Tile  work  may  be  had  from  its  commencement,  or 
from  the  beginning  of  any  volume,  the  current  year 
in  advance  being  added  to  the  charge  for  the  volumes 
desired,  as  follows  : 

From  No.  1 (Sept.  7,  1311)  to  156,  or  (Sept.  1814) 
three  years,  £>15 — advance  to  Sept.  1815,  £>5 — 20 
dollars. 

FriTm  No.  2 7,  being  No.  1 or  vol.  If,  or  March  7, 
1812,  2*  years,  to  Sept.  1814,  £>12.50 — advance  to 
Sept.  1815,  vol.  5— S 17  50.  And  so  on. 

Vol.  III.  began  Sept.  5,  1812 ; vol.  IV.  March  6, 
1813  : vol  V.  Sept.  4,  1813  ; vol.  VI.  March  5,  1814 
— vol.  Vi l commences  with  this  number. 

A heavy  extra  supplement  of  12  sheets  was  pub- 
lished for  the  5th  volume.  The  price  of  it  is  ; 
Which  must  be  added  to  the  above  by  those  who  de- 
sire it.  It  will,  therefore, .cost  J§21  to  obtain  a com- 
plete set;  which  may  be  forwarded  by  mail  to  ally 
part  of  the  union  at  a trifling  expence.  This  sup- 
plement contains  a great  deal  of  highly  ini  cresting' 
and  important  matter,  and  attaches  as  well  to  any 
.other  volume  as  to  the  fifth,  having  its  own  index 
with  it. 

Further  patronage  is  respectfully  solicited.  No 
drudgery  shall  be  spared  to  deserve  it,  by  registering 
the  events  of  these  important  times,  as  well  as  to 
present  other  matter  of  laborious  composition,  as 
usual.  Grateful  for  favors  received,  and  jealous  of 
the  good  opinion  held  of  this  work,  our  old  and  ap 
proved  course  shall  be  pursued.  Conscious  in  the 
rectitude  of  his  motives,  the  barkings  of  faction 
shall  not  tempt  the  editor  to  turn  to  the  right  hand 
or  to  the  left;  and,  While  a free  spot  remains  to  fix 
a press  upon,  and  he  lias  the  power  to  support  it,  he 
humbly  trusts  the  Rkgistur  will  continue  to  vindi- 
cate the  “principle  of  the  revolution,”  and  maintain 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  without* regard 
or  reference  to  individuals  or  parties.  All  sorts  of 
personal  controversies  shall  be  avoided,  as  hereto- 
fore ; and  every  attention  be  excited  to  embody  the 
events  of  the  day,  in  order,  harmony  and  truth. 

The  support  of  th e friends  of  the  Weekly  Regis-, 
ter  is  particularly  needed.  The  immediate  presence 
of  the  enemy  severely  affects  the  usual  proceeds  of 
the  establishment,  and  we  must  look  to  those  remov- 
ed from  Ihe  theatre  of  war  for  the  means  of  meeting 
oiif  intreased expences.  The  advance,  with  the  pay- 
ment of  what  may  be  due,  if  any,  is  earnestly  solicit- 
ed of  all ; remittances  may  be  made  by  mail,  as  usual, 
and  at  the  risk  of  the  editor,  to  Baltimore, f rom  which 
he  has  no  present  prospect  of  moving.  And  even  if 
he  should,  matters  are  s'o  arranged  tfeat  the  mails 
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will,  have  their  usual  safety.  T he  establishment 
of  tjie  Register  is  such  th.it,  in  any  morally  possi- 
ble bvent  the  work  will  he  continued.  H e speak 
poiiited/y  on  those  things  on  account  of  several  late  com- 
munications. 


Editorial  Address. 

At  the  commencement  of  a volume,  it  has  been  m;r 
custom  to  indulge  in  some  speculations  on  the  past, 
or  anticipations. of  the  future.  In  the  noise  and  bus- 
tle of  our  city,  with  the  general  derangement  of  busi- 
ness, we  have  little  opportunity  for  that  quiet  and  re- 
tirement that  we  delighted  to  appropriate  to  such  ob- 
jects ; and  what  we  Would  or  might  say  must  be  post- 
poned until  a more  convenient  season.  On  one  event, 
only;  shall  we  offer  a remark. 

The  hale  with  which  we  have  always  said  Great 
Britain  regarded  us,  is  now  exhibiting  by  a Goth- 
like war,  which  the  late  strange  events  in  Europe 
enables  her  to  carry  on  with  extraordinary  force  and 
energy.  The  barriers  with  which  civilized  nations 
have  circumscribed  their  military  operations,  are  cast 
down  by  the  foe;  and  the  contest,  began  for  unaliena- 
ble rights  on  the  sen,  is  becoming  a struggle  for 
liberty  and  property  on  the  land.  The  shores  of  the 
Chesapeake  are  lighted  by  the  flames  of  farm  houses 
and  cottages,  hitherto  respected  in  war;  and  the  fruits 
of  the  earth  are  wontorily  consumed  !*y  die  invader’s 
lorch.  Whatei  er  of  private  property  pleases  him,  lie 
lays  hold  of  as  prize;  and  wickedly  destroys  what 
he  cannot  carry  away.  Household  furniture  has  been 
a favorite  object  of  his  vengeance,  and  negroes  and 
tobacco  are  his  darling  spoils!  His  late  capture  of 
tVashington  City  is  an  honor  to  the  valor  of  his  sol- 
diery ; but  his  conduct  in  burning  the  Capitol,  the 
president’s  house  and  the  public  officer,  is  a disgrace 
that  he  will  not  wipe  away,  more  easily  than  we  shall 

the something  that  permitted  the  irruption.  The 

capitals  of  the  greatest  empires  and  kingdoms  of  the 
old  world  were  frequently  captured  by  the  contend- 
ing parties,  in  the  late  wars.  The  outlaw,  Bonaparte , 
entered  Lisbon,  Madrid,  .Amsterdam,,  Berlin,  Vienna , 
[several  times]  Moscow,  Turin,  Borne,  Maples,  and 
ihe  capitals  of  ten  or  fifteen  of  the  minor  states  of 
Europe,  but  never,  in  the  case  of  the  Kremlin  ex- 
cepted, destroyed  a public  building  undevoted  to 
military  purposes  ; and  that  was  not  demolished  un- 
til it  was  evident  that  the  people  of  Moscow  vHould 
themselves  destroy  the  city.  Let  us  look  at  it  fairly; 
See  tike  capitulation  of  Alexandria  in  the  last  num- 
ber of  the  Register  ; and  tell  me,  on  what  occasion 
that  “ relentless  tyrant ” exacted  so  severe  terms  on 
a people  at  his  mercy,  as  the  Scotchman , captain 
Gordon  has  done  ? We  heard  much  of  the  contribu- 
tions Ac  imposed;  but  never  did  a city  th  -t  submitted 
— that  threw  itself  on  his  clemency,  suffer  like  Alex- 
andria. It  is  no  matter  that  ihe  conduct  of  the  Alex- 
andrians was  base  and  pusillanimous,  so  as  to  excite 
rather  the  contempt  than  the  pity  of  their  country- 
men— for  it  does  net  affect  the  principle  of  the  terms 
offered  by  the  enemy  to  a defenceless,  non-resisting 
place.  It  is  an  act  that  the  most  furious  and  unfeel- 
ing of  all  the  men  that  the  events  of  the  French  revo- 
lution brought  to  power  under  Bonaparte,  would  pro- 
nounce saffc^e  an$l  b#se ; and  contrary  to  every  thing 
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that  should  govern  an  honorable  enemy.  Ransack 
the  history  of  the  last  twenty  years,  ami  behold  ail 
the  interesting  incidents  that  that  fruitful  period  at- 
oms— follow  Napoleon  from  Cairo  to  Moscow,  and 
you  will  Hot  find  a sing 'e  parallel  for  the  proceedings 
of  the  ‘'religious  and  magnanimous”  British  'at 
Washington  and  Alexandria.  I bring  forward  Bone 
parte,  not  to  excuse  him  ; but  to  condemn  the  hypo- 
crites that  trumpet  ted  forth  his  enormities  to  excuse 
tit  -in  own,  ten-fokl  more  cruel  and  barbarous.  The 
scales  are  falling  from  the  eyes  of  our  people ; if  me 
biazrt  of  the  capilol  shall  enlighten  their  mind,  und 
remove  their  prejudice,  so  that  they  may  see  the 
character  of  our  enemy  as  it  really  is — tiie  present 
safety  and  future  peaic  of  the  United  States,  is 
cheaply  purchased,  by  vjie  capture  of  Washington 
and  destruction  of  the.  public  "buildings  thereat.— 
The  capitals  of  every  power  in  Europe — London , 
Stockholm  and  Constantinople , from  peculiar  circum- 
stances excepted,  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  their 
enemies ; and  treaties  have  been  dictated  at  some 
of  them  at  tlie  will  of  the  conqueror.  Our  capital 
has  <dso  been  polluted  by  a triumphant  enemy.  WV 
ought  to  have  prevented  it — but  it  is  a common  lot. 
— d was  evacuated'  with  precipitation — and  has  had 
no  other  effect  than  to  rouse  the  nation  to  arms  ; and 
we  hope,  to  give  energy  where,  indeed,  it  was  want- 
ed. It  will  m.«ke  a great  noise  in  England ; for  John 
Bull  will  easily  believe  the  city  to  be  ten  miles  sqsuire ; 
but  much  trill  he  wonder,  if  one  shall  say'  to  him, 
that  it  contained  only  8,000  inhabitants,-  and  hacl 
less  weight  in  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  except  bv  the 
mere  residence  of  the  functionaries  of  the  govern- 
ment, than  the  mined  house  at  Old  Sarum. 

The  times  are  interesting  and,  indeed,  momentous. 
It  seems  the  fixed  determination  of  the  enemy,  pro- 
fiting by  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  Europe,  and 
of  his  own  military  force,  to  attempt  to  dragoon  us 
into  “ unconditional  submission?1  IJut  there  is  a spirit 
in  man  that  resists  abused  power.  We  shall  become 
an  united  people  ; and  with  the  resources  we  possess, 
will  fritter  down  his  forces,  “a  little  here  and  n little 
there;”  and,  spite  of  his  strength,  teach  him  thxt 
the  homes  of  freemen  shall  not  be  disturbed  with 
impunity.  A pity,  indeed,  is  it,  if  we  have  not.  as 
good  materials  to  repel  on  intruder  as  Spain/ — — 
What  is  to  be  seen  at  Baltimore , Philadelphia , and 
New-Yorlc  shews,  that  we  are  not  yet  prepared  to 
abandon  one  iota  of  our  just  rights  ; and,  I trust  in 
Mod,  we  never  shall  be.  Fiat  justicia  mat  ccelirn. 
Tub  republic  shall  live!  and  the  people  be  led  to 
virtue,  to  patriotism,  to  a national  character  and 
jio'ib  feeling,  by  the  “events  of  the  war  ” The  de- 
fect'; of  our  system,  or  the  errors  of  our  practice, 
shall  be  discovered  by  experience-,  (sometimes,  in- 
deed a “dear  school”),  and  our  strength,  and  the  best 
way  of  applying  it,  be  ascertained  as  our  wants  de- 
mand its  exertion.  Nothing  is  to  he  despaired  of  by 
those  determined  to  effect  an  honorable  pur f*se.  IP 
in  such  ^determination  is  involved  an  exercise  of 
all  our  natural  or  acquired  faculties — and,  if  the  peo- 
ple do  not  bring  forward  their  means  to  support  the 
government  they  ’hemselves  have  established — they 
must  expect  to  fail  in  this  contest  for  their  homes 
and  fir;  -sides ; and  prepare  themselves  to  become 
“hewers  ol  wood  and  drawers  of  water”  to  the  spol- 
ers  of  “ne.ice,  libe-uv,  and  safety.”  Our  cause  is 
-just,  and  he  who  established  civil  and  religious  fie 
dom  in  America  will  sustain  i:,  if  we  deserve  the 
rich/  heritage.  Courage,  then ! let  every  one  come 
forward  in  the  way  that  he  can  best  serve  the  nation, 
stud  the  end  shall  be  glorious;  though  inconve- 
niences and  sufferings  must,  be  encountered;  Let. 
fiction  cease — iet  party  moderate  its  warmth — and 
political  peace  be  established  until  the  foreign  roar  is 
“Don’t  give  up  the  con  !” 
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L THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITER  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  enemy  by  a sudden  incursion  have 
succeeded  in  invading  the  capital  of  the  nation,  de- 
ionded  at  the  moment  by  troops  less  numerous  than 
}hcir  own,  and  almost  entirely  of  the  militia:  during 
'heir  possession  of  which,  though  for  a single  day 
only,  they  wantonly  destroyed  line  public  edifices 
having  no  relation  in  their  structure  to  operations  of 
war,  nor  tised  at  the  time  for  military  annoyance; 
some  of  these  edifices  being  also  costly  monuments 
of  taste  and  of  the  arts,  and  others  depositories  of 
the  public  archives,  not  orilv  previous  to  the  nation 
■<s  the  memorials  of  its  origin  and  its  early  transac- 
tions,but  interesting  to  all  nations,  as  contributions 
to  the  ge  neral  stock  of  historical  instruction  and  po- 
litical science. 

And  whereas,  advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  loss 
of  a fort,  more  immediately  guarding  the  neighbour- 
ing town  of  Alexandria,  to  place  the  town  within 
the  range  of  a naval  force,  too  long  an  I too  much 
in  the  habit  of  abusing  its  superiority  wherever  it 
can  be  applied,  to  require,  as  (lie  alternative  of  a 
general  conflagration,  an  undisturbed  plunder  of 
private  property,  which  has  been  executed  in  a 
manner  peculiarly  distressing  to  the  inhabitants 
who  had,  inconsiderately,  cast  themselves  upon  the 
justice  and  generosity  of  the  victor: 

And  whereas,  it  now  appears,  by  a direct  commu- 
nication from  the  British  commander  on  the  Ameri- 
can station,  to  be  his  avowed  purpose  to  employ  the 
force  under  his  direction  “ in  destroying  and  Laying 
waste  such  towns  and  districts  upon  the  coa"St  as  may 
be  found  assailable;”  adding  to  this  declaration  the 
insulting  pretext  that  it  is  in  retaliation  for  a wonton 
destruction  committed  by  the  army  of  (lie  United 
States  in  Upper  Canada,  when  it  is  notorious,  that  no 
destruction  has  been  committed,  which,  notwith- 
standing the  multiplied  outrages  previously  commit- 
ted by  the  enemy,  was  not  unauthorised, and  promptly 
shown  to  be  so;  and  that  the  United  States  have  been 
as  constant  in  their  endeavors  to  reclaim  the  enemy 
from  such  outrages,  by  the  contrast  of  their  own  ex- 
ample, as  they  have  been  ready  to  terminate,  on  rea- 
sonable conditions,  the  war  itself: 

And  whereas,  these  proceedings  and  declared  pur- 
poses, which  exhibit  a deliberate  disregard  of  the 
principles  of  humanity, and  the  rules  of  civilized  war- 
fare, and  which  must  give  to  the  existing  war, a char- 
acter of  extended  devastation  and  barbarism,  at  the 
very  moment  of  negotiations  for  pence,  invited  by  the 
enemy  himself,  leave  no  prospect  of  shfety  to  any 
thing  within  the  rencli  of  his  predatory  and  incendi- 
ary operations,  but  in  manful  and  universal  determi- 
nation to  chastise  and  expel  the  invader: 

Now,  therefore,  T,  James  Madison,  president  of  the 
United  States,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation,  ex- 
! tor  ting  all  the  good  people  thereof,  to  unite  their 
hearts  and  hands  in  giving  effect  to  the  ample  means 
possessed  for  that  purpose.  I enjoin  it  on  all  officers, 
civil  and  military,  to  exert  themselves  in  executing 
the  duties  with  which  they  are  respectively  charged- 
And  mere  especially,  T require  the  officers  command- 
ing the  respective  military  districts,  to  be  vigilant 
and  alert  in  providing  for  the  defence  thereof;  for  the 
more  effectual  accomplishment  of  which,  they  are 
authorised  to  call  to  the  defence  of  exposed  and 
threatened  places  portions  of  the  militia  most  conve- 
nient thereto,  whether  they  be  or  be  not  parts  of  the 
quotas  detached  for  the  service  of  the.  United  States 
under  requisitions  of  the  general  government. 

On  an  occasion  which  appeals  so  forcibly  to  the 
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proud  feelings  and  patriotic  devotion  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  none  will  forg'et  what  they  owe  to  them- 
selves; what  they  owe  to  their  country  and  the  high 
destinies  which  await  it;  what  to  the  glory  acquired 
by  their  fathers,  in  establishing  the  independence 
which  is  now  to  be  maintained  by  their  sons,  with  the 
augmented  strength  and  resources  with  which  time 
and  Heaven  had  blessed  them. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be 
fixed  to  these  presents. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  first  day  of 
September  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1814,  and 
of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the 
39th.  JAMES  MADISON. 

By  the  president , 

JAMES  MONROE,  secretary  of  state. 


Fourth  military  TiisTiucT. — Head  quarters , Phila- 
delphia, Aug.  26,  1814. 

General  order — The  militia  of  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, who  have  volunteered  their  services,  and 
the  militia  who  have  been  drafted,  detailed  and  orga- 
nized under  the  requisition  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  fourth  of  July  last,  and  general 
orders  of  the  commander  in  chief  of  Pennsylvania, 
of  the  22nd  of  the  same  month,  will  parade  this 
morning  at  10  o’clock,  in  Sixth-street,  right  on 
Chesnut-street,  equipped  completely  for  the  field. 

liy  order  of  general  Bloomfield. 

WILLTAM  DUANE,  adj.  gen. 

AFTER  ORDERS. 

The  captains  will  proceed  with  their  companies 
with  all  ]>ossible  expedition  to  Rennet’s  square, 
Chester  county,  where  they  will  encamp  and  be 
mustered. 

The  contractor  will  supply  provisions  on  the  re- 
turns of  the  commanding  officer  of  companies,  until 
further  orders. 

The  quarter-master-general  will  furnish  transpor- 
tation. By  order  of  general  Bloomfield, 

WILLIAM  DUANE,  Adjutant  general. 

New- Jersey.  Head- Quarters,  Trenton , Aug.  29, 
1814. — The  demonstrations  of  the  enemy  must  now 
evince  to  every  reflecting  man,  a determined  hos- 
tility to  the  freedom  and  independence  of  America. 
That  their  proposition  for  peace  is  insidious,  design- 
ed to  lull  us  into  security,  and  paralize  the  efforts 
of  the  nation.  The  Gothic,  barbarity  exercised  in 
the  demolition  of  public  edifices  unconnected  with 
war,  manifest  their  envy  and  hatred  of  our  prospe- 
rity, and  the  practical  freedom  and  independence  of 
our  government.  We  have  no  choice  left  but  suho 
mission  to  a haughty  unjust  foe,  or  a manly  resis- 
tance. If  the  enemy  arc  not  at  our  own  doors,  they 
are  at  our  neighbors,  affording  us  at  once  admonition 
to  be  in  readiness,  and  time  fer  preparation.  It  be- 
hoves us,  therefore,  to  avail  ourselves  of  this  cir- 
cumstance, to  put  ourselves  in  a posture  of  defence. 
The  commander  in  chief,  therefore  solemnly  calls 
on  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  state,  to 
prepare  themselves  with  every  weapon  of  defence 
within  their  reach,  to  turn  their  immediate  atten- 
tion to  perfecting  themselves  in  the  art  of  war — to 
be  in  readiness  to  march  on  the  shortest  notice,  to 
protect  every  thing  dear  to  freemen — to  shield  their 
wives  and  their  children,  their  fire-sides  and  their 
altars,  from  the  ferocity  of  a barbarous  army,  col- 
lected from  the  outcasts  of  Europe,  and  the  filth  of 
the  West  India  Islands,  and  disembogued  on  our 
shores,  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  tire  free  born 
sons  of  America  to  absolute  submission  to  the  will 
o.‘  a proud,  unjust  nation,  a carrnpCuim’slrv,  and  a 
profligate  prined. 


The  commander  in  chief  enjoins  it  on  the  corn, 
manders  of  divisions,  brigades,  regiments,  batta- 
lions, squadrons,  troops  and  companies,  to  use  eve  - 
ry exertion  within  their  power  to  be  in  readiness  for 
actual  service.  At  the  same  time  lie  has  to  inform 
ihem  that  he  lias  used,  and  is  now  using*  every 
means  within  the  compass  of  his  resources  to  supply 
the  deficiency  in  munitions  of  war,  and  which  will 
be  brought  into  action  ih  a manner  best  calculated 
for  practical  use.  The  commander  in  chief  thinks 
it  scarcely  necessary  to  remind  the  intelligent  mili- 
tia of  New  Jersey,  that  1 lie  invaluable  legacy  of  our 
freedom  was  transmitted  to  us  by  the  pairiots  of 
our  revolution;  lhat  it  is  a pious  duty  to  their  me- 
mory to  presen  e it  unimpaired*  and  transmit  it  as  a 
patrimonial  inheritance  to  our  children.  We  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  same  just  and  beneficent 
D-ity  that  preserved  our  country  amid  the  perils  and 
vicissitudes  of  the  revolution,  will  still  save  it  from 
the  malignant  Vengeance  with  which  it  is  al  this 
time  threatened;  Should  we  for  a moment  hesitate 
to  suffer  privations,  abandon  our  imaginary  pursuits 
of  wealth,  suspend  political  dissent  ions,  and  unani- 
mously draw  our  swords  with  an  unalterable  deter- 
mination never  to  sheathe  them  until  our  country  is 
safe,  we  are  unworthy  the  High  title  of  freemen  and 
fit  only  for  slaves.  WILLIAM  PENNINGTON. 

Pennsylvania.  General  Orders — The  landing 
upon  our  shores  by  the  enemy  hordes  of  marauders, 
for  the  purpose  avowedly  to  create  by  plunder*  burn- 
ing and  general  devastation,  all  possible  individual 
and  public  distress,  gives  scope  for  action  to  the 
militia  of  Pennsylvania  to  repel  that  foe,  and  with, 
just  indignation  seek  to  avenge  the  unprovoked 
wrongs  heaped  on  our  unoffending  country.  The  . 
militia  generally  within  the  counties  of  fhuphm, 
Lebanon,  Berks,  Schuylkill,  York,  Adams,  and  Lan- 
caster, and  that  part  of  Chester  county  which  coin 
stitutes  the  2d  brigade  of  the  3d  division*  and  these 
corps  particularly  who  when  danger  first  threaten- 
ed, patriotically  tendered  their  services  in  the  field, 
are  earnestly  invited  to  rise  (as  on  many  occasions 
Pennsylvania  has  heretofore  done)  superior  to  local 
feeling  and  evasions  that  might  possibly  be  drawn 
from  an  imperfect  military  system,  and  to  repair 
with  that  alacrity  which  duty  commands,  and  it  is 
fondly  hoped  inclination  will  prompt,  to  the  several 
places  of  brigade  or  regimental  rendezvous  that 
shall  respectively  be  designated  by  the  proper 
officer,  and  thence  to  march  to  the  place  of  general 
rendezvous* 

Pennsylvanians,  whose  hearts  must  be  gladdened 
at  the  recital  of  the  deeds  of  heroism  achieved  by 
their  fellow-citizen  soldiers  now  inarms  on  the  lake 
frontier,  and  within  the  enemy’s  country,  now  the 
occasion  has  occurred,  will  with  ardor  seek  and 
punish  that  same  implacable  foe  now  marauding  on 
the  Atlantic  shores  of  two  of  our  sister  states. — 
Under  these  impressions,  and  confident  that  obedi* 
ence  will  be  given  to  the  pressing  call  of  our  couni 
try,  the  commander  in  chief  issues  the  following 
GENERAL  ORDERS’. 

IIarrisrurg,  26th  Auo.  181.4. 

To  John  JW.  Hyneman , Adjutant  General. 

You  are  commanded,  in  consequence  of  the  re* 
quisition  from  the  constituted  authorities  of  the 
union,  to  have  prepared  for  marching,  and  to  have 
marched  to  Yorktown*  the  place  of  rendezvous,  50UO 
men,  Pennsylvania  militia,  from  the  2d  brigade  of 
the  3d  division,  and  front  the  4th,  5th,  and  6;h  divi- 
sions, which  detachrffent  is  to  consist  of  volunteers 
who  have,  Cr  who  may  tender  their  services,  of  flank 
companies,  infantry  and  riflemen,  who.  are  to  march 
T\\  ami  drafted  m-stftiajsd&sigiurted.  fu$ 
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setvice  under  general  orders  of  the  22d  July  last 
past,  which  sha.ll  be  organized  into  one  division  and 
two  brigades  (if  not  otherwise  directed)  on  the  5th 
day  of  September  next,  agreeably  to  law  and  con- 
formably to  the  regulations  prescribed  for  the  Uni- 
ted States  army. 

For  the  command  of  which  division  I designate 
major-general  Nathan  Watson,  and  brigadiers  gene- 
ral John  Foster  and  John  Addam's.  The  major- 
general  and  the  officers  and  men  under  him,  are  to 
obey  the  commands  and  execute  the  orders  of  gene- 
eral  William  Winder,  commandant  fi>r  the  United 
States,  within  the  10th  military  district. 

Thp  troops  may  bemurched  from  York  either  in 
division  after  organization,  or  in  smaller  bodies  be- 
fore organization,  if  it  further  the  service  and  gene- 
ral Winder  shall  so  direct;  and  to  such  place  as  by 
him  shall  be  designated. 

Term  of  service  to  be  six  months  unless  sooner 
discharged  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

SIMON  SNYDER, 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
N.  H.  lioiLiiAU)  uul-de-camp 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

lixiuusauKG,  27tr  Auo.  1814. 

The  recent  destruction  of  the  capitolof  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  threatened  and  probable  conflagra- 
tion of  tlie  metropolis  of  a sister  state,  and  the  gen- 
eral threatening  aspect  of  affairs,  warranting  the 
opinion  that  an  attack  is  meditated  by  the  enemy  on 
tlie  shores  of  the  Delaware;  the  governor,  to  guard 
against  surprise,  and  to  have  ready  an  efficient  force 
of  freemen  to  repel  the  enemy  in  case  of  such  an 
event,  orders  and  directs  the  militia  generally,  with- 
in the  counties  of  Philadelphia,  Bucks,  Montgomery, 
Delaware,!  Chester,  Lancaster,  Dauphin,  Lebanon, 
Berks,  Schuylkill,  Lehigh,  Northampton  and  Pike 
(in  addition  to  those  drafted  and  designated  for  the 
service  of  the  United  Stales  under  the  orders  of  the 
22J  July,  who  are  already  subject  to  the  orders  of 
b.  ig  ulier-general  Bloomfield)  to  be  held  in  readiness 
to  march  at  a moment’s  warning  to  such  place  as 
may  be  designated  in  subsequent  orders  that  wilt 
issue  if  the  exigencies  of  our  country  shall  require. 

Tite  several  origade  inspectors  within  their  res- 
pective bounds,  are  commanded  to  execute  prompt- 
ly this  order.  The  generals  and  other  officers  are 
urged  to  assist  in  the  providing  of  equipments  for 
t he  men.  Those  for  whom  arms  cannot  be  found 
within  the  respective  brigade  bounds,  will,  it  is 
presumed,  be  furnished  by  the  United  States,  at  the 
place  of  rendezvous. 

It  is  confidently  hoped,  the  ardor  and  love  of  coun- 
try which  pervades  the  Ihearts  of  Pennsylvanians  at 
i he  present  alarming  crisis,  will  induce  many  to  form 
themselves  into  volunteer  corps,  and  immediately  to 
march  for  Philadelphia.  It  is  thus  a proper  spirit 
to  resist  an  intolerant  foe  will  bs  evinced,  and  ma- 
ny difficulties  obviated.  The  governor  promises 
himself  the  satisLcfiou  of  meeting  there  an  host, 
nerved  with  resolution  to  live  free  or  die,  in  defence 
of  their  liberties  and  their  country,  lie  will  act 
with  them  in  any  capacity  for  whish  lus  talents 
snail  fn  him.  ' SIMON  SNYDER, 

Governor  of  the  Commoinoculih  of  Pennsylvania. 
N.  B.  Coileau,  aid-de-camp. 

Yumunia*.  By  the  Governor — a Proclamation  — 
Having  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  took 
possession  of  Washington,  on  Wednesday  tlie  24*lh 
hist,  and  immediately,  without  discrimination  of 
public  or  private  property,  entirely  destroyed  that 
coy:  liavmg  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  other 
towns  in  tlie  district  of  Columbia  are  destined  to, 
i;  they  have  not  already  undergone  the  same  fate; 
kphig  also  informal  that  the  enemy  has  landed  a 


force  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fredericksburg,  threat- 
ening that  town  with  like  destruction;  perceiv.ng 
that  his  operations  are.  principally  directed  against 
Virginia;  and  considering  that  his  past  conduct  for- 
bids any,  the  least,  reliance  on  his  respect  for  the 
laws  of  civilized  warfare;  that,  on  the  contrary,  it 
is  plainly  his  intention  to  lay  waste,  with  fire  and 
sword,  every  part  of  the  country  which  may  fall  un- 
der his  power;  so  that  no  hope  remains  for  the  safe- 
ty of  whatever  is  dear  and  valuable  to  men,  but  in 
prompt  and  vigorous  resistance,  combining  every  re- 
source which  the  government  can  command,  or  the 
people  voluntarily  afford: — 

I have  therefore  thought  proper  to  issue  this  my 
Proclamation,  to  assure  the  good  people  of  this  com- 
monwealth, that  every  effort  has  been  made,  and  is 
making,  to  embody  the  militia,  and,  by  all  possible 
means,  :o  provide  such  a force  as  may  be  able  to  re- 
pel and  chastise  the  invaders,  hereby  inviting  in  addi- 
tion thereto,  the  aid  of  volunteers  of  every  description, 
from  every  part  of  the  state;  earnestly  calling  upon 
all  men,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  and  particularly 
such  as  are  young  and  without  families,  to  repair  to 
the  standard  of  their  country,  to  defend  their  homes, 
their  property  and  their  liberty,  their  wives,  their 
children,  and  their  aged  parents.  Let  all  volun- 
teers bring  with  them  knapsacks,  clothes,  and  all 
arms  and  accoutrement  s in  tlieir  possession;  let  them 
repair  to  the  city  of  Richmond,  hereby  appointed 
their  place  of  rendezvous,  singly  or  in  companies, 
and  above  all,  without  delay;  to  which  end,  it  is  re- 
commended and  desired,  that  such  as  can,  should 
come  mounted.  They  will  be  organized  under  the 
immediate  orders  of  the  Executive.  On  an  occa- 
sion like  the  present,  demanding  whatever  of  z-  al 
and  courage  and  patriotism  exists  amongst  us,  the 
Executive  will  n’ot  fail  to  do  ils  duty  to  the  utter- 
most of  its  ability,  nor  allow  itself  to  fear  that  the 
people  will  be  wanting  to  themselves. 

Done  at  Ilichihond , this  26th  day  of  August,  one 
, . thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen , and  of 

^ ' *'  the  Commonwealth  the  thirty  ninth. 

JAMES  BARBOUR. 

The  spirit  of  Virginia  is  completely  roused;  and 
her  gallant  sons  by  thousands  have  already  Marched 
to  meet  the  enemy.  Tlie  very  “bones  and  nerves” 
of  the  state  have  entered  into  the  contest  The 
conflagration  of  the  Capitol  has  lighted  a flame  that, 
conducted  by  talents,  shall  avenge  the  wanton,  bar- 
barian deed,  and  retribute,  the  wrongs  of  Hampton , 
and  the  desolated  shores  of  the  Potomac , &c.  on  the 
heads  of  the  destroyers.  Tlie  like  observations  ap- 
ply equally  to  New-Jersey  and  Pennsylvania. 


MICHILL1MACKINAC. 

Copy  of  a letter  f rom  Lt.  Col  Croghan  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  TVar,  dated 

U,  S.  S.  War  Niagara,  off  TbunUtr  Bay,  Aug.  9th,  1514. 

Sju. — We  left  Fort  Gratiot  (head  of  the  Straits 
St.  Clair)  on  the  12th  ult.  and  imagined  that  we 
should  arrive  in  a few'  days  at  Malshadash  Bay.  At 
the  end  of  a week,  however,  the  commodore  from  the 
want  of  pilots  acquainted  with  that  unfrequented 
part  of  the  lake,  despaired  of  being  able  to  find  a 
passage  thro’  the  island  into  the  ‘bay,  and  made  for 
S:.  Joseph’s,  where  he  anchored  on  the  20th  day  of 
Julv.  After  setting  fire  to  the  fort  of  St.  Joseph’s, 
which  seemed  not  to  have  been  recently  occupied,  a 
detachment  of  infantry  and  artillery,  under  major 
Holmes,  was  ordered  to  S lull  St.  Mary’s,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  breaking  up  the  enemy’s  establishment  at 
that  place.  For  particulars  relative  to  the  execution 
of  this  order,  I beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  m;>j.  Holmes* 
report  herewith  enclosed.  Finding  on  my  arrival 
at  Michilimckjjucj  on  the  26th  ult.  that  the  enem- 
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Ha. 

'For 

with  my  . . . 

and  determined,  (as  the  only  course  remaining)  on 
landing  and  establishing  myself  on  some  favorable 
position,  whence  I could  be  enabled  to  annoy  the 
enemy  by  gradual  and  slow  approaches,  under  covei 
of  my  artillery,  in  which  I should  have  the  superio- 
rity in  point  of  metal.  I was  urged  to  adopt  this 
sTep  by  another  reason,  not  a little  cogent;  could  a 
position  betaken  and  fortified  on  the  island,  I was 
well  aware  that  it  would  either  induoe  the  enemy  to 
attack  me  in  my  strong  holds,  or  force  his  Indians 
and  C.nadi  ins  (the  most  efficient,  and  only  dispose- 
able  force)  off  the  island,  as  they  would  be  very  un- 
willing to  remain  n my  neighborhood  after  a perma 
n . nt  footing  had  been  taken.  On  enquiry,  I learned 
f’om  individuals  who  had  lived  many  years  on  the 
island,  that  a position  desirable  as  I might  wish, 
could  be  found  on  the  west  end,  and  therefore  im- 


the  most  exemplary  manner.  Ensign  Bryan,  2d  rifle 
regt.  acting  adjutant  to  the  battalion,  actively  for- 
warded the  wishes  of  the  commanding  officer. 
Lieuts.  Hickman,  28th  infantry,  and  Hyde  of  the 
U.  S.  marines,  who  commanded  the  reserve,  claim 
mv  particular  thanks  for  their  activity  in  keeping 
that  command  in  readiness  to  meet  any  exigency.  I 
have  before  mentioned  lieut.  Morgan’s  activity;  his 
two  assistants,  lieut.  Pickett  and  Mr.  Peters,  con- 
ductor of  artillery,  also  merit  the  name  of  good 
officers. 

The  militia  were  wanting  in  no  part  of  their  duty, 
Col.  Cotgreave,  his  officers  and  soldiers,  deserve  the 
warmest  approbation.  My  acting  assistant  adjutant 
gen.  capt.  N.  H.  Moore,  28th  infantry;  with  volun- 
teer adjutant  M’Comb,  were  prompt  in  delivering 
my  orders.  Capt.  Gratiot  of  the  engineers,  who 


mediately  made  arrangements  for  disembarking.  A i volunteered  his  services  as  adjutant  on  the  occusion> 
landing  was  effected  on  the  4th  inst.  undercover  of  gave  me  valuable  assistance. 

the  guns  of  the  shipping,  and  the  Hue  being  quickly  0n  the  momb  ef  the  5*,  t sent  a flag  to  the 
forme.!,  had  advanced  to  the  edge  of  the  field  spo-  e„e  t0  enquil.,?into  the  ,tete  0ftlie  wounded  (two 
ken  ot  tor  a camp,  when  intelligence  was  conveyed  in  nu'mber)  K\0  left  on  the  fieM,  and  to  request 
to  me,  that  the  enemy  was  ahead,  and  a tew  seconds  pevroission'  t„  bring  away  the  body  ot  major  Holmes 
more  brought  us  a fire  from  bis  battery,  of  4 pieces  vvMch  wa,  also  lef?  owi'  - to  ,he  unpardouable  ne- 
firing  shot  and  siieils.  After  reconno.ter.ng  his  posi-  kct  of  the  ,diers  in  °vhose  hands  he  wasplac- 
tion,  which I was  well  selected;  his  lme  reached  along  , am  h in  assm.i%,  v„„,  that  the  body 

th*  edge  of  the  woods,  at  the  further  extremity  off  - 1 *- J - ? ' - ~ 

the,  field  and  covered  by  a temporary  breast  work;  l 


of  maj.  Holmes  is  secured,  and  will  be  buried  at  Dm 
troitwith  becoming  honors. 

I shall  discharge  the  militia  to-morrow,  and  will 
send  them  down,  together  with  two  regtflar  compa- 
nies to  Detroit.  With  the  remaining  three  compa- 
nies I shall  atte7p.pt  to  destroy  the  enemy’s  establish- 
ment in  the  head  of  J\'aw  tu-w-iva-sa-ga  river,  and  it 
it  be  thought  proper,  erect  a post  at  the  month  of 
that  river. 

Very  respectfully,  I have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant. 

G.  CIIOGHAN,  Lt.  Col.  2d  Riflemen. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Secretary  of  War. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  maj.  A.  IT.  Holmes , to  lie’ut.  cob 
Croq-han , dated 

On  board  the  U.  S.  schr.  Scorpion,  27tfa  July,  1814. 
Sir — Pursuant  to  your  orders  of  the  inst.  I 


determined  on  changing  my  position,  (which  was 
now  two  lines,  the  militia  forming  the  front)  by 
advancing  m j.  Holmes’  battalion  of  regulars  on  the 
right  of  the  militia,  thus  to  outflank  him,  and  by  a 
vigorous  effort  to  gain  his  rear.  The  movement  was 
.immediately  ordered,  but  before  it  could  be  execut- 
ed, a fire  was  opened  by  some  Indians  posted  in  a 
thick  wood  near  our  right,  which  proved  fatal  to 
maj.  Holmes  and  severely  wounded  captain  Desha, 

[the  next  officer  in  rank.]  This  unlucky  fire,  by 
depriving  us  of  the  services  of  our  most  valuable 
officers,  threw  that  part  of  the  line  into  confusion 
from  which  the  best  exertions  of  the  officers  were 
not  able  to  recover  it.  Finding  it  impossible  to 
gam  the  enemy’s  left,  owing  to  the  impenetrable 
thickness  of  the  woods,  a charge  was  ordered  to  be 
made  by  the  regulars  immediately  against  the  front  le(^e  with  Tieut/rurner  of  the  navy“and 

This  charge  altho’  made  in  some  confusion,  served  Lrrived  J the  Sauh  St  Mai  *v’s  at  noon  the  day  after; 
to  drive  the  enemy  back  into  the  woods,  Irani  hours  beforei  the  Nortl;  West  Agent  had  rw;eiv. 
whence  an  annoying  fire  was  kept  up  by  the  ln*jed  notice  of  our  approach,  and  succeeded  in  escap- 

ing  with  a considerable  amount  of  goods,  after  set- 
vessel  above  the  falls.  The  design 


clians 

Lieut.  Morgan  was  ordered  up  with  a light  piece 
to  assist  the  left,  now  particularly  gulled;  the  ex- 
cellent practice  of  this  brought  the  enemy  to  fire  at  a 
longer  distance.  Discovering  that  this  disposition 
from  whence  the  enemy  had  just  been  driven,  (and 
which  had  been  represented  to  me  as  so  high  and 
commanding)  was  by  no  means  tenable,  from  being 
interspersed  with  thickets,  and  intersected  in  every 
way  by  ravines;  I determined  no  longer  to  expose  my 
force  to  the  fire  of  an  enemy7  deriving  every  advan- 
tage which  could  be  obtained  from  numbers  and  a 
knowledge  of  the  position,  and  therefore  ordered  an 
immediate  retreat  towards  the  shipping. 

This  affair,  which  has  cost  us  many  valuable  lives, 
leaves  11s  to  lament  the  fall  of  that  gallant  officer 
m.«j.  Holmes,  whose  character  is  so  well  known  to 
the  w*r  department.  Captain  Vanhorn,  of  the  19th 
infantry,  and  lieut.  Jackson  of  the  24th  infantry, 
both  brave  intrepid  young  men,  fell  mortally  wound- 
ed at  the  head  of  their  respective  commands.  The 
conduct  of  all  my  officers  on  this  occasion  merit  my 
approbation.  Capt.  Desha,  of  the  24th  infantry,  ai- 


ling fire  to  ths 

of  this  latter  measure  was  frustrated  only  by  the  in* 
trepid  exertions  of  Mr.  Turner,  with  his  own  men 
and  a few  of  capt.  Saunder’s  company. 

The  vessel  was  brought  down  the  falls  on  the  25!h, 
but,  having  bilged,  Mr.  Turner  destroyed  her.  Much 
of  the  goods  we  have  takeo  were  found  in  the  woods, 
on  the  American  side,  and  were  claimed  by  the  agent 
of  John  Johnston,  an  Indian  trader. 

I secured  this  property  because  it  was  good  prize 
by  the  maritime  lawof  nations  as  recognized  in  the 
English  courts,  (witness  the  case  of  admiral  Rodney 
adjudged  by  lord  Mansfield)  further,  because  John- 
ston has  acted  the  part  of  a traitor,  having  been  a ci- 
tizen and  a magistrate  of  Michigan  territory,  before 
the  war,  and  at  its  commencement,  and  now  discharg- 
ing the  functions  of  a magistrate  under  the  British 
government.  Because  his  agents  armed  the  Indians 
from  his  stores  at  our  approach;  and  lastly  because 
those  goods  or  a considerable  part  were  designed  to 
be  taken  to  Michilimackinac.  Fork,  salt  and  groce- 
though  severely  wounded,  continued  with  his  "com-’  ifies  compose  the  chief  part-  Johnston  himself  pas* 
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& id  to  Michilimackinac  since  the  squadron  arrived 
at  St.  Joseph.  With  high  respect 

A.  II.  HOLMES,  ma  jor  32 d infantry. 
Lieutenant  colonel  Croghan,  2d  rife  commanding. 

A true  copy  from  the  original  report. 

N.  H.  MOORE,  acting  adjutant  general. 
jdeturn  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  missing  of  a detach- 
ment commanded  by  lieutenant  colonel  C.  Croghan 

in  the  affair  of  the  4th  of  August,  1814. 

On  board  the  United  States  sloop  of  war  Niagara, 

11  th  August , 1814. 

Artillery. — Wounded  3 privates. 

Infantry. — 37th.  Regiment ; killed  5 privates, 
wounded  2 sergeants,  2 corporals,  15  privates.  Two 
privates  since  dead.  Two  privates  missing. 

19th  Regiment  ; wounded  1 captain,  19  privates, 
captain  J,  Vanhorn,  since  dead-— one  private  since 
dead. 

24th  Regiment;  killed  5 privates,  wounded,  1 
captain,  1 lieutenant,  3 sergeants,  1 coporal,  1 mu- 
sician, 5 privates.  Captain  Desha  severely,  lieute- 
nant II.  Jackson  since  dead;  one  sergeant  since  dead. 

32d  Regiment;  killed  1 major, major  A.  H.  Holmes. 

'United  Stales  marines. — Wounded  1 sergeant. 

Ohio  militia. — Killed,  2.  privates,  wounded  6 pri- 
vates. 1 private  since  dead. 

Grand  total. — 1 Major  and  12  privates  killed. 

2 Captains,  1 lieutenant,  6 sergeants,  3 corporals, 
1 musician  and  38  privates  wounded. 

2 Privates  missing. 

The  above  return  exhibits  a true  statement  of  the 
killed,  wounded  and  missing  in  the  affair  of  the  4t.h 
Instant,  N-  II-  MOORE,  captain  28th  infantry. 

Acting  assistant  adjutant  general, 

Extract  of  a letter  from  general  JM* Arthur  to  the 
secretary  at  war , dated 

Malden,  Aug.  18,  1814. 

“The  squadron  under  commodore  St.  Clair  is  still 
cruising  on  lake  Huron;  have  taken  two  small  ves- 
sels arid  are  in  pursuit  of  others.  I trust  it  will  he 
able  to  remain  on  the  Upper  Lakes  until  the  garrison 
at  Mackinaw  and  the  British  posts  in  that  quarter 
will  be  reduced  for  want  of  provisions.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  col.  IS.  Hawkins  to  the  secre- 
tary at  liar,  dated. 

Crhek  agency,  Aug.'16,  1814, 

^General  Jackson  terminated  his  negociations  with 
ihe  Creeks  on  the  9th,  and  left  there  on  the  11th  with' 
the  regular  troops  going  by  water  down  the  Ubama. 
The  line  of  limits  is  Coosan  river  with  a reserve  of 
two  miles  square  for  Fort  Williams,  to  (he  falls  of 
the  river  seven  mile:!  above  fort  Jackson,  thence  east- 
ward!}' to  a point  2 miles  north  of  Ofuchshee  (a  large 
creek  six  miles  below  fort  Decatur)  thence  across 
Tallapoosa  to  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  and  up  the 
same  ten  miles  in  a direct  line  thence  to  Chattoho- 
chee,  and  across  it  at  the  first  creek  two  and  a half 
roles  below  Okelayocenna  about  68  miles  north  of 
the  confluence  of  Chattahoehee  and  Flint,  thence  to 
Georgia  with  an  eventful  reservation  to  accommo- 
date the  K innards,” 


gen.  Armstrong's  letter. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Baltimore  Patriot. 

It  may  be  due  to  myself,  and  is  certainly  due  to 
others,  that  the  reasons  under  which  I retired  from 
the  .direction  of  the  War  Department,  at  a juncture 
so  critical  as  the  present,  should  be  fully  and  prompt- 
ly known  to  the  public.  These  reasons  will  be  found 
in  the  following  brief  exposition  of*' acts. 

Qn  the  evening  of  the  29th  ultimo,  the  President, 
galled  at  my  lodgings,  and  stated  that  a case  of  much 
delicacy  had  occurred}  that  a high  degree  of  excite- 


ment had  been  raised  among  the  militia  of  the  dis- 
trict; that  he  was  himself  an  object  of  their  suspi- 
cions and  menaces;  that  an  officer  of  that  corps  had 
given  him  notice,  that  they  would  no  longer  obey 
any  order  coming  through  me  as  secretary  of  war; 
and  that  in  the  urgency  of  the  case,  it  might  he 
prudent  so  far  to  yield  to  the  impulse,  as  to  permit 
some  other  person  to  exercise  my  functions  in  rela- 
tion to  the  defence  of  the  district. 

To  this  statemant  and  proposition  I answered  sub- 
stantially as  follows — that  l was  aware  of  the  excite- 
ment to  which  he  alluded,  that  I knew  its  source 
and  had  marked  its  progress;  that  the  present  was 
not  a moment  to  examine  its  more  occult  causes,  ob- 
jects and  agents:  tjiat  it  ostensibly  rested  on  charg- 
es known  to  himself  to  be  false,  that  it  was  not  for 
me  to  determine  how  far  the  supposed  urgency  of 
the  case  made  it  proper  for  him  to  yield  to  an  im- 
pulse so  vile  and  profligate — so  injurious  to  truth 
and  so  destructive  of  order;  but  that  for  myself, 
there  was  no  choice;  that  I could  never  surrender 
a part  of  my  legitimate  authority,  for  the  preserva- 
tion ox  the  rest — that  I must  exercise  it  wholly,  or 
not  at  all;  that  I came  into  office,  with  objects  ex- 
clusively public;  and  that  to  accommodate  my  prin- 
ciples or  my  conduct  to  the  humours  of  a village 
mob,  stimulated  by  faction  and  led  by  folly,  was  not 
the  way  to  promote  these;  and  that  if  his  decision 
was  taken  in  conformity  to  the  suggestions  he  had 
made,  I intreated  him  to  accept  my  resignation. — 
This  he  declined  doing.  It  was  an  extent,  he  was 
pleased  to  say,  to  which  he  meant  not  to  go;  that  he 
knew  the  excitement  was  limited,  as  well  with  re- 
gard to  time  as  to  place;  that  he  was  now,  and  had 
always  been,  fully  sensible  of  the  general  zeal,  dili- 
gence and  talent,  which  I had  put  into  the  discharge 
of  my  duty,  and  that  it  would  give  him  pleasure, 
were  I to  take  time  to  consider  his  proposition.  I 
renewed  the  assurance  of  my  great  personal  respect 
and  my  readiness  to  conform  to  his  wishes  on  all 
proper  occasions,  I remarked,  that  whatever  zeal, 
diligence  and  talent  I possessed,  had  been  employed 
freely  but  firmly,  and  according  to  my  best  views  of 
the  public  good,  and  that  as  long  as  they  were  left 
to  be  so  exerted,  they  were  at  the  service  of  my 
country— but  that  the  moment  they  were  made  to 
bow  to  military  usurpation  or  political  faction,  there 
should  be  an  end  of  their  public  exercise.  We  now 
parted,  with  an  understanding  that  I should  leave 
Washington  the  following  morning. 

It  has  been  since  stated  to  me,  as  a fact  (to  which 
I give  the  most  reluctant  belief)  that  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  29th,  and  before  my  arrival  in  the  city, 
a committee  of  the  inhabitants  of  Georgetown,  of 
whom  Alexander  0.  Hanson,  editor  of  the  Federal 
Republican,  was  one,  had  waited  on  the  President, 
by  deputation , and  had  obtained  from  him  a promise 
that  I should  no  longer  direct  the  military  defen- 
ces of  the  district.  On  this  fuct,  all  commentary 
is  unnecessary. 

It  but  remains  to  exhibit  and  to  answer,  the  seve- 
ral charges  raised  against  me,  and  which  form  the 
ground  work  of  that  excitement,  to  which  the  Presi- 
dent has  deemed  it  prudent  to  sacrifice  his  authori- 
ty, in  declining  to  support  mine.  They  are  as  fol- 
lows; 

IsL  That  from  ill-will  to  the  district  of  Colum- 
bia and  a design  to  remove  the  seat  of  government) 
I gave  orders  for  the  retreat  of  the  army,  in  the  af- 
fair of  the  24th  ult.  under  circumstances  not  making 
retreat  necessary  or  proper. 

This  charge  has  not  for  its  support  the  shadow 
of  truth.  The  commanding  general  will  do  me  the 
justice  to  soy,  that  I gave  lum  no  such  order,  ana 
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that  he  was  and  is  under  the  impression,  that  the  seeing- you  on  Tuesday,  the  23d  inst.  at  tRe  camp  at 
retreat  was  made  earlier  than  I believed  it  to  be  the  “Old  Fields.”  On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  \v<$ 
proper.  To  the  president  I appeal,  whether  I did  j were  informed  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  upon 
not  point  out  the  disorder  and  retreat  ol  & part  of  us.  Our  army  was  put  into  order  of  battle  and  our 


the  first  line,  and  soon  after  the  action  began,  and 
atigmati.se  it  asi  base  and  infamous. 

That  in  despite  of  the  remonstrances  of  general 
Winder,  and  by  the  interposition  of  my  authority,  I 
had  nre  vented  "him  from  defending  the  capitol 


positions  taken;  my  fore  is  were  on  the  right  flanked 
by  the  two  battalions  of  the  36th  and  38th  reg-s. 
wliere  we  remained  some  hours.  The  enemy  aid  not, 
however,  make  his  appearance.  A little  before  sun- 
set general  Winder  came  to  me  and  recommended 


This  charge  contains  in  it  a total  perversion  of  the  | that  the  heavy  artillery  should  be  withdrawn,  with 
truth.  When  the  head  of  the  retiring  column  reach-  the  exception  of  one  twelve  pounder  to  cover  the  ic- 
ed the  capitol,  it  was  halted  for  a moment.  General  trer-t.  We  took  up  the  line  of  march,  and  in  the 
Winder  here  took  occasion  to  state  to  M r.  Monroe  night  entered  Washington  by  the  Eastern.  Ili  a noli 
and  mvself,  that  he  was  UQt  in  condition  to  maintain  bridge.  I marched  my  men,  Sec.  to  the  marine  bar- 
another  conflict,  and  that  his  force  \vas  broken  down  racks,  and  lookup  quarters  for  the  night.  About 
In  fatigue  and  dispersion.  Under  this  represents-  ! two  o’clock,  gen.  Winder  came  to  my  quarters  ;.rd 
tion,  we  united  in  opinion,  that  he  should  proceed J we  made  some  arrange  ments.  In  the  morning  I ve- 
to occupy  tiie  heights  of  Georgetown.  ceived  a note  from  gen.  Winder,  and  waited  upon 

3d.  That  I had  withdrawn  the  covering  party  from  him.  He  requested  me  to  take  command  and  pi. me 
the  rear  of  fort  Washington, and  had  ordered  captain  my  artillery  to  defend  the  passage  of  the  brkh  ••  cn 
Dyson  to  blow  up  the  fort  without  firing  ?.  gun.  ] the  Eastern  Brandi,  as  the  enemy  was  approaching 
This  charge  is  utterly  devoid  of  truth.  The  covet- j the  city  in  that  direction.  1 immediately  put  n y 
ing  party  Was  withdrawn  by  an  order  from  general : guns  in  position,  leaving  the  marine  s and  die  rest  of 
Winder,  and  captain  Dyson’s  official  report  shews,  I my  men  at  the  barracks,  to  wait  further  orders.  I 
that  the  orders  under  which  he  acted,  were  derived  was  in  this  situation  when  I had  the  horror  to  meet 
from  the  same  source,  though,  no  doubt,  mistaken  you  with  the  president  and  heads  of  departments* 
6.  misrepresented.  when  it  was  determined  I should  draw  off  my  guns 

4th.  That  by  my  orders,  the  navy  yard  had  been  and -men,  and  proceed  towards  Bladensburg,  which 

was  immediately  put  into  execution.  On  our  w e I 
wits  informed  the  enemy  was  within  a mile  of  Bla- 
densburg;  we  hurried  on,  though  the  chiywakveiy 
hoh  and  my  men  much  crippled  from  the  severe 
marches  we  had  experienced  the  preceding  day  s.  I 
preceded  the  men,  and  when  3 arrived  at  the  line 
which  separates  the  District  from  Maryland,  the 


burned.  This  like  it’s  predecessors,  is  a positive 
falsehood. 

Perceiving  that  no  order  was  taken  for  apprising 
commodore  Tingey  of  the  retreat  of  the  army,  l sent 
m jn*  Bell  to  communicate  the  fact  and  to  say,  that 
the  navv-yard  could  no  longer  he  covered.  Tlie  com- 
modore was  of  course  left  to  follow  the  suggestions 
o his  own  mind,  or  to  obey  the  orders,  if  orders  had  battle  began.  I sent  :j\  officer  back  to  hasten  or.  m 


been  given,  of  the  navy  department 

5'h.  And  lastly,  that  means  had  not  been  taken 
to  collect  a force  sufficient  for  the  occasion. 

As  the  subject  of  this  charge  may  very  soon  he- 


rn en — they  came  up  in  a trot  We  took  our  position 
on  the  rising  ground,  put  t lie  pieces  in  l.aticry,  post- 
ed the  marines  under  captain  Miller,  and  flotilla  me  n* 
who  were  to  act  as  in funtrv  under  their  own  officers. 


covneonc  of  congressional  enquiry,  i shall  at  present  on  my  right,  to  support  the  pieces,  and  waited  the 
make  but  a few  remarks:  approach  of  tlie  enemy.  During  this  period  the  en* 

1st.  That  no  means  within  reach  of  tlie  war  depart-  gagement  continued — the  enemy  advancing,  and  our 
men t.  had  been  omitted  or  withheld — that  a separate  array  retreating  before  them — apparently  in  much 


military  district,  embracing  the  seat  of  government, 
had  been  created;  that  an  officer  of  high  rank  and 
character  had  been  placed  in  charge  of  it;  that  to  him 


disorder.  At  length  the  e*iemy  made  ins  appearance 
on  the  main  road  in  force  and  in  front  of  my  battery, 
and  on  seeing  us  made  a halt ; I reserved  our  Are, 


was  given  fail  authority  to  call  for  supplies  and  for  a j in  a few  minutes  the  enemy  again  advanced,  when  I 
militia  force  o $ fifteen  thousand  men;  that  to  this  force  i ordered  an  18  pounder  to  he  fired,  which  completely 
was  added  tlie  36!  ii  regiment  of  the  line, a battalion  [cleared  the  road;  shortly  after,  a second  and  third 
of  the  SSi.h,  detachments  of  the  12th,  of  the  artillery,  | attempt  was  made  by  tlie  enemy  to  come  forward, 
and  of  the  dragoons,  the  marine  corps,  and  the  crews  ! but.  all  who  made  tlie  attempt  were  destroyed.  The 
of  the  flotilla,  under  tlie  special  command  of  com-  enemy  then  crossed  over  into  an  open  field  and  ri t- 
modore  Barney — making  a total  of.  16,300  men.  tempted  to  flank  our  right.  lie  was  there  met  by 
General  Winder’s  official  report  of  the  engage-  three  12  pounders,  the  marines  under  captain  Mfl- 
ment  of  the  24th  ult.  shews,  iiow  much  of  this  force  ler,  and  my  men  acting  as  infantry,  and  again  was 
had  been  assembled,  and  the  causes  why  a greater  totally  cut  up.  By  this  lime  not  a vestige  of  the 
portion  of  it  hud  not  been  got  together.  Tliese  will  American  army  remained,  except  a body  of  five  or 
be  found  to  have  been  altogether  extraneous  from  .six  hundred  posted  on  a height  on  my  right,  from 


the  government,  and  entirely  beyond  its  control:  and 
2d.  That  from  what  is  now  known  of  the  enemy’s 
force,  of  tlie  loss  he  sustained  in  the  enterprise,  of 
the  marks  of  panic  under  which  lie  retreated,  kc.  kc. 
it  is  obvious,  that  if  all  the  troops  assembled  at  Bla- 
densburg,  had  been  faithful  to  themselves  and  to 
their  country,  the  enemy  w ould  have  been  beaten, 
and  the  capital  saved. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Baltimore , 3d  September,  1814 


wham  1 expected  much  support  from  their  fine  situ- 
ation. Tlie  enemy  from  this  period  never  appeared 
in  front  of  us.  He  however  pushed  forward  h.s 
sharp  shooters,  one  of  whom  shot  my  horse  from  un- 
der me,  which  fell  dead  between  two  of  my  guns.— 
The  enemy,  who  had  been  k.-pt  in  check  by  our  lire 
nearly  half  an  hour,  now  began  to  outflank  u5  on  iin* 
right.  Our  guns  w ere  turned  that  way— he  pushed 
up  the  hill  about  2 or  300  men  towards  the  corps  of 
Americans  stationed  as  above  described,  who  to  my 


Copy  of  a letter  from  com.  Burner  to  the  secretary  of  great  mortification  made  no  resistance,  giviru 


Sm- 


the  navy, 

Farm,  at  Elk  Ridge,  Aug.  29,  1814. 
-Til is  is  the  first  moment  I have  had  it  in  my 


or  two  and  retiring. 

In  this  situation  we  had  the  whole  army  of  the 
enemy  to  contend  with;  our  ammunition  "was  ex-. 


power  to  make  a report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  j pended,  and  unfortunately  the  drivers  of  my  amnui* 
forces  under  my  command  since  I had  the  honor  oi  l ration  waggons  had  gone  off  in  tlie  general  panic.* 
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At  this  time  I received  a severe  wound  in  my  thigh. 
C.ip tain  Miller  was  wounded,  sailing  master  War- 
ner killed,  acting  sailing  master  Martin  killed,  and 
sailing  master  Martin  Wounded;  but  to  the  houor  of 
my  officers  and  men,  fast  as  their  companions  am! 
messmates  fell  at  the  guns,  they  were,  instantly  re- 
placed from  tliose  acting  as  infantry.  Finding  the 
enemy  now  completely  in  our  rear  and  no  means  of 
•defence,  I gave  differs  to  iqy  officers  and  men  to  re- 
tire. Three  of  my  officers  assisted  me  to  get  off  a 
short  distance,  but  die  great  loss  of  blood  occa- 
sioned such  a weakness  that  I was  compelled  to  lie 
down.  I requested  my  officers  to  leave  me,  which 
they  obstinately  refused,  bu.t  upon  being  ordered, 
they  obeyed;  one  only  remained.  In  a short  time  1 
observed  a British  soldier  and  had  him  called,  and 
directed  him  to  seek  an  officer;  in  a few  minutes  an 
officer  came,  who,  on  learning  who  I wa»s,  brought 
general  floss  and  admiral  Cockbum  to  me.  These 
officers  behaved  to  me  with  the  most  marked  at- 
tent  ion,  respect  and  politeness,  had  a surgeon  brought 
end  my  wound  dressed  immediately.  After  a few 
minutes  conversation,  the  general  informed  (after 
paying  me  a handsome  compliment)  that  I was  pa- 
roled, and  at  liberty  to  proceed  to  Washington  or 
'Bladpnsbhrg,  as  also  Mr.  Buffington,  who  had  re- 
mained with  sue,  offering  me  every  assistance  in  his 
power,  .giving  orders  fora  litter  to  be.  brought,  in 
whjch  i was  carried  to  Cladensbiirg.  Captain  Wain- 
■WTjght, first  captain  to  admiral  Cochrane,  remained 
w ith  me,  and  behaved  to  me  as  if  I was  a brother. 

During  the  stay  of  the  enemy  at  Bladensburg,  I 
received  the  most  polite  attention  from  the  officers 
both  of  the  navy  and  army. 

My  wotmd  is  deep,  but  I Rutter  myself  not  dan- 
gerous;' the. ball  is  not  yet  extracted.  1 fondly  hope 
a few  weeks  will  restore  me  to  health,  and  that  an 
.exchange  will  take  place,  that  1 may  resume  my 
.command,  br  any  other  that  you  and  the  President 
m.uv  honor  me  with.  Yours,  respectfully, 

JOSHUA  BARNEY. 
Jlon,  Wm,  Tones,  secretary  of  the  navy. 

CAPTURE  OF  THE  'AMERICAN  FRIGATE  ESSEX. 

From  the  Jamaica  Chronicle  of  July,  21. 

Intelligence  of  the  capture  of  tlie  above  frigate  in 
the  Bay  of  Valparaiso,  in  the  Chili  seas,  reached  ad- 
miral Brown  yesterday,  brought  by  t!ie  Argo  frigate, 
•who  pblitely  favored  us  with  a copy  of  the  following 
lei  tely  addressed  to  him,  by  captain  Hillvar,  of  the 
Phoebe,  detailing  the  particulars  of  the  affair: — 

If.  J)L  ship  Phoebe,  Valparaiso  bay,  30th,  Velar- 1814. 

sir — I have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  thai,  at  3 
.o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  28th  inst:  after  nearly 
dbur  months  anxious  watching  with  his  majesty’s  brig 
Cherub,  for  the  United  Slates  frigate  Essex  arid  her 
companion,  to  quit  the  port  of  Valparaiso,  we  saw 
the  former  under  way,  and  immediately  the  two  ships 
made  sail  to  close  with  her.  ; 

On  rounding  the  outer  point  of  the  bay  and  hauling 
her  wind,  for  the  purpose  of  endeavoring  to  weather 
us,  and  escape,  she  lost  her  main  topmast,  and  after- 
wards, not  succeeded  in  an  effort  to  regain  the  limits 
of  the  port,  she  bore  up  and  anchored  so  near  the 
shore  (a  few  miles  to  lee-ward  of  it,) -as  to  preclude' 
the  possibility  of  either  of  his  majesty’s  ships  passing 
ahead  of  her  without  risk:  as  we  drew  near,  my  in- 
tention of  going  close  under  his  stern  was  frustrated, 
from  the  ship’s  broaching  off,  and  from  tlie wind 
blowing  extremely  fresh.  Our  first  fire  commenced 
a little  past  four  and  continued  about  ten  minutes, 
bat  produced  no  visible  effect;  our  second,  a few 
random  shot  only,  from  having  increased  our  distance 
by  wearing,  was  not  apparently  more  successful;  and 
having  lost  the  use  of  our  main  sail,  jib  and  mainstay, 
appearances  wdre  a little  inauspicious;  in  standing 


ginn  towards  her,  I hailed  the  Cherub,  and  sign  iked 
!>y  intention  of  anchoring,  to  captain  Tucker,  for 
which  we  were  not  ready  before  with  springs,  direct- 
ing him  to  keep  under  sail,  and  take  a convenient  sta- 
tion for  annoying  our  opponent. 

On  closing  the  Essex,  at  35  minutes  past  five,  the 
firing  commenced,  and  before  I gained  my  intended 
position,  her  cables  were  cut,  and  a serious  conflict 
ensued,  the  guns  of  his  majesty’s  ship  becoming  gra- 
dually more  destructive,  and  when  it  pleased  the 
Almighty  to  bless  the  effortofmy  gallant  companions, 
and  my  personal  very  lmrnble  ones,  with  victory.  My 
friend  captain  Tucker,  an  officer  worthy  of  their  lord- 
ships best  attention,  was  most  severely  wounded  at 
tlie  commencement  of  the  action,  but  remained  on 
deck  till  it  terminated,  he  :d$o  informs  me  his  officers 
and  crew,  or  whose  loyally,  zeal  and  discipline,  1 
entertain  the  highest  opinion,  conducted  themselves- 
to  his  satisfaction.  1 have  to  lament  the  death  of  four 
of  my  brave  companions,  and  one  of  his,  and  my  first 
lieutenant,  among  the  number,  he  fell  early.  Our 
list  of  wounded  are  small.  The  conduct  of  in}'  offi- 
cers, &c.  was  such  as  became  good  and  loyal  sub- 
jects. 

The  defence  of  the  Essex,  taking  ipto  considera- 
tion our  great  superiority  of  force,  the  very  discou- 
raging circumstances  of  having  lost  her  main-top- 
mast, and  being  twice  on  fire,  did  honor  to  her  i. - - 
fender,  and  must  fully  prove  tjie  courage  of  captain 
Porter. 

I was  much  hurt  on  hearing  that  her  men  had  been 
encouraged,  when  the  result  of  the  action  was  evi- 
dently decided,  some  to  take  to  their  boats  and  others 
to  swim  to  the  shore,  many  of  whom  were  drowned  iu 
the  latter  attempt;  16  were  saved  by  the  exertions  of 
our  people,  and  others,  I believe  between  30  and  4Q, 
effected  their  landing.  I informed  captain  Porter 
that  1 considered  the  latter,  in  point  df  honor,  as  my 
prisoners;  he  said  the  encouragement  was  given  when 
the  ship  was  in  danger  from  fire,  and  1 have  not  pres- 
sed (Ije  point.  The  Essex  is  completely  stored  and 
provisioned  for  six  months,  although  much  injured 
in  her  upper  works,  masts  and  rigging,  is  not  in. such 
a state  ids.  to  give  the  slightest  cause  of  alarm  respect- 
ing her  being  able  to  perform  a voyage  to  Europe 
with  perfect  safety.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  JAMES  KILLY  A R,  captain. 

The  sturtt  of  t.iie  nation  is  roused.  If  the  bar- 
barian warfare  of  an  inflated  enemy,  “let  loose  for 
a season,”  like  Satan,  would  not  have  roused  it,  our 
liberties  had  perished  for  ever.  “Feeling  power  and 
forgetting  right,”  Britain  has  determined  to  satisfy 
the  old'grudge  she  owed  us.  ' Iler  “magnanimity” 
which  was  thoughtlessly  extolled  to  the  skies,  is 
shewing  itself  in  actions  disgraceful  even  to  the 
“untutored  indian.” .-  On  the  sea  we  have  met  and 
conquered  her,  over  and  over — on  tlie  land  we  have 
erected  military  trophies  that  shall  not  soon  pass 
a wav.  ' Brown,  Scott  and  Gnives  have  redeemed  the 
character -of  the  nation  ; and  other  heroes  pant  for 
an  opportunity  . td  gain  fne  laurel.  War  is  a new 
i business  to  us  ; but  we  must  “teach  our  fingers  to 
fight.”— -and  Wellington’s  invincible s shall  be  beaten 
by  the  sons  of  those  who  fought  at  Saratoga  and 
YorktowJi.  We  can  iriora  easily  become  a military 
nation  than  any  other  in  the  world,  and  we  must 
become  one,  or  be  slaves.  ’ But  before  we  learn  tlie 
needful,  but  dreadful  trade  of  war,  let  us  be  cautious 
to  avoid  the  mastery  of  the  business  that  belongs 
to  field  .action.  Our  policy  is  to  destroy  his  force 
in  detail ; until,  like  those  who  fought  at  Chippewa , 
we  shall  be  able  to  meet  the  enemy  any  way  lie 
pleases.  Let  him  be  hurrassed  from  the  moment 
that  he  sets  foot  amongst  us,  and  wherever  he  goes-  - 
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Bum  ITUS'*  Conv  of  a letter  from  the  Attorney  ; Jt«  during  Oie  present  wart  a certain 

13 a u i e a ii i s yi  ■>  V.'  pt  -i-  limited  number  ot  vessels  would  be  permitted  to  ply  unmolested 

General  ot  the  United  States  to  tne  Mayor  OT  rima*  I between  the  island  and  the  ports  oftlie  United  States  and  those  of 


delphia.  “Washington,  Sept.  1,  1814 

“Dear  Sir— A dispatch  Was  yesterday  received  by 
the  Secretary  ot*  Suite  from  admiral  Cochrane,  com- 
mander in  chief  ot  his  Britannic  majesty’s  ships  and 
vessels  upon  the  North  American  station,  dated  on 
board  the  Touiumt,  in  the  Patuxent  river,  Aughst 
IS,  1814.  J ; 

“In  this  dispatch  admiral  Cochrane  explicitly  de- 
clares it  to  be  his  intention  to  issue  to  the  nawl 
force  under  his  command,  an  order  lto  destroy  and 
lay  -waste  such  toivns  and  districts  vpon  the  coast  as 
may  he  found  assailable  * 

“I  beg-  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  give  publi- 
city to  this  information  as  soon  as  may  he,  at  Phila- 
delphia. 

“I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
fuei. d and  servant,  RICHARD  RUSH. 

“John  Geyek,  E?t[.  Mayor  of  Philadelphia.” 

Extensive  smuggling  — A letter  from  Bui  ling- 
ton,  Yt.  dated  August  15,  says — “It  is  a fact,  that 
there  are  two  neutral  vessels  on  this  Eke  which  car- 
ry on  a profitable  trade.  We  passed  several  waggon 
loads  of  bale  goods  from  Whitehall  to  Troy  and  Al- 
bany. It  is  said  from  ten  to  twelve  thousand  head 
of  cattle  have  been  driven  into  Canada  this  season 
from  this  state,  and  Urge  sums  in  specie  are  con- 
tinually goingover  both  from  Boston  and  New  York 

Gentility.  A Mr.  Adapts,  a collector  of  the  U. 
S.  direct  tax  in  Vermom,  w.-.s  lately,  made  prisoner 
by  a small  party  of  the  enemy,  who  took  from  about 
£>1000,  the  greater  part  of  which  had  been  coliect- 
eu  of  that  tax.  General  Brisbane,  who  commands 
at  Odeltown,*  sent  over  a flag  and  returned  the  mo- 
ney. Tiiere  is  as  much  difference  between  Brisbane 
and  Cockbui'Hxi is  between  Ii.  and  C. 

Reinforcement*  JS  orfolfc,  Ant*.  31. — On  Monday 
a line  of  battle  ship,  and  a frigate,  came  in  from 
sea,  and  proceeded  up  the  13av.  Yesterday  after 
noon,  a frigate  (having  in  tow  a sloop,  supposed  her 
prize)  a sloop  of  war,  and  a brig,  transport  or  store 
ship,  came  in  from  sea,  and  anchored  in  Lynhaven; 
this  morning  they  proceeded  up  the  bay  with  a fair 
wind. 

Cull  of  the  Legislature. — The  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia has  issued  his  proclamation  for  a convention  of 
the  legislature  of  that  slate,  at  Richmond,  on  the 
second  Monday  of  October. 

From  Champlain  we  have  yet  nothing  important. 
There  is  some  skirmishing-  between  the  armies,  but 
no  appearance  of  an  immediate  battle,  other  than 
has  been  noticed.  The  British  captain  Mayheiv , 
who  was  wounded  in  a late  skirmish,  has  since  died 
— his  remains  were  sent  to  the  enemy,  3ome  of  the 
British  gun  boats  shewed  themselves,  on  the  20th 
ult.  but  soon  retired.  Communication  across  the 
line,  on  the  Vermont  side,  is  said  to  be  prohibited 
by  the  British  commander.  Possibly  this  is  prepa- 
ratory to  a movement.  It  is  stated  they  have  made 
an  arrangement  with  the  Indians,  in  which  they  en- 
gage to  pay  them  five  dolh.rs  for  t{ie  campaign,  and 
the  savages  are  to  have  ail  the  plunder  they  can 
take. 

Izard's  army  is  in  the  best  possible  state  for  ac- 
tion, but  we  fear  is  too  weak  to  beat  the  enemy;  who, 
it  is  said,  will  attack  us  by  land  and  water  at  the 
Same  time.  Seepages  10  and  16 

NANTUCKET. — From  the  Keiv-Tork  Evening  Post. — We  learn 
from  Boston  that  the  British  brig  Nimrod  went  into  Nantucket 
last  Monday  with  a flag  of  truce,  with  despatches  from  admiral 
Hotham  to  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  place,  stating  that  it 
having  been  represented  to  him  that  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket 
were  much  distressed  for  want  of  provisions  and  necessaries  of 
life,  he  had  in  consequent1  e sent  j»  the  present  flag  with  the  follow- 
’ ‘ s:— Tf  


the  British  dominions,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  provisions,, 
fuel  and  other  necessaries  of  life  for  the  inhabitants;  but  that  they 
should  not  he  permitted  to  fish  for  cod  or  whale  in  or  near  his 
majesty’s  dominions.  As,  soon  ai  the  propositions  were  received,  a 
town  meeting  was  called,  and  a committee  of  four  was  appointed  to 
I confer  w ith  the  admiral  on  the  subject.  They  went  off  in  a flag  of 
truce,  and  agreed  to  the  propositions,  which  were  reduced  to  wri- 
ting and  approved  by  the  people.  The  intelligence  is  given  on 
the  authority  of  one  of  the  committee. 

THE  CHEEKS .—Milledgcville,  (Geo.)  Auq.  17.— A gentleman 
of  respectabilisy  who  passed  through  the  Creek  nation  last  week, 
and  who  conversed  with  general  Jackson,  informs  us,  that  the 
boundaries  for  the  future  residence  of  the  Creeks  had  been  finally 
adjusted,  apparently  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  chiefs,  some  of  whom 
at  first  expressed  dissatisfaction,  but  were  silenced  by  the.  firmness 
of  the  United  States’  commissioner.  Our  informant  describes  the 
line  designating  thu  Indian  boundary  as  follows:  "taking  the  Choc-, 
taw  line  and  keeping  a direct  course  to  the  Coosa,  thence  down 
that  river  to  a point  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  Ofuccliee  creek  oi^ 
the  Tallapoosa,  which  cm  [Hies  into  that  river  on  the  east  side,  a 
few  miles  below  Calibee  creek,  or  Autossee  town— up  the  said 
Ofucehee  creek  to  its  head,  and  tlience  in  a direct  line  to  tlm 
Chaialiouehee.  The  [wesent  line  of  forts  are  reserved  by  the  United 
States,  and  the  indiaus  to  be  cut  ofl'  from  all  communications  on 
the  sea  board.” 

Another  gentleman,  who  was  present  when  this  boundary  was 
described-^)  our  informant  by  general  Jackson,  understood  that  the 
Indian  line  extended  from  the  Chatahouche  to  the  Ocmuigee, 
which  is  their  present  eastern  boundary.  We  shall  forbear  to 
make  any  comments  on  this  arrangement  ’till  our  information  shall 
be  more  precise. 

DEFENCE.— The  Philadelphia  papers  are  filled  with  military 
business  and  notices.  Volunteer  corps  are  forming  with  astonishing 
activity.  The  ladies  are  working  to  equip  their  husbands  and 
brothers,  &c.  The  city  council  has  appropriated  300,000  dollars, 
borrowed  of  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  to  works  of  defence,  and 
the  corporations  of  Southw  ark  aiul  the  Northern  Liberties,  100,000 
each.  Camps  are  forming,  and  we  trust  that  their  forces  may  be 
organized  by  the  time  they  have  need  of  them.  The  general  coni' 
millet  appointed  by  a public  meeting  of  the  citizens  have  ap- 
pointed other  committees,  viz.  of  Sig>erinicndancc—io  correspond, 
and  procure  and  disburse  the  funds,  &c.  Of  Supplies— to  furnish 
arms,  ammunition  and  provisions,  Jkc.and  fix  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous, &c.  Of  defence  on  the  Delaware,  to  procure  seamen,  &e. 
Of  organizing  the  citizens  into  military  bodies,  itec.  and  a com- 
miuec  to  make  provision  for  the  families  of  the  draf  ted  militia  and 
volunteers  who  nerd  assistance. 

One  hundred  ladies  met  at  the  Commissioners  Hall,  in  South- 
walk,  on  the  3Cth  ult.  and  on  that  and  the  following  day  made  up 
no  ri?ie  uniforms,  for  a new  company. 

THE  ALLIES. — From  a laic  Jamaica  paper. — The  Orpheus 
frigate  of  36  guns,  captain  Pigott,  and  Shelburne  schooner,  of  11 
guns,  lieutenant  Hope,  lately  anchored  in  the  bay  of  Apalache 
from  Bermuda,  and  supplied  the  indians  with  about  ten  thousand 
stand  of  arms  and  a quantity  of  ammunition.  Colonel  Woodbine, 
formerly  of  this  island,  shortly  after  joined  the  indians  with  about 
four  hundred  men,  who  had  proceeded  from  George,  and  the  whole 
amounting  to  five  thousand,  marched,  against  the  Americans,  and 
from  a letter  addressed  to  lieutenant  Hope  from  colonel  Woodbine, 
it  was  ascertained  that  an  immediate  attack  was  to  be  made  upon 
fort  Mitchi  11,  and,  from  the  want  of  ammunition,  that  fortress 
would  undoubtedly  become  an  easy  conquest.  Numbers  of  adhe- 
rents daily  flocking  to  the  standard  oftlie  indians,  and  the  Ameri- 
cans were  in  terrible  consternation,  and  removing  their  property  in 
file  greatest  haste. 

At  New-Orkans  the  war  was  very  unpopular,  and  it  was  publicly 
ascertained  that  in  the  event  of  a Spanish  force  coming  to  Louisi- 
aiia,  there  would  be  but  few  of  the  inhabitants  who  would  not  join 
them. 

[That  the  British  landed  the  arms  sp  ken  of  may  be  true— but 
that  they  had  collected  a force  of  five  thousand  men  is  false.  We 
have  much  later  accounts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Creeks  than 
could  reaoli  us  by  way  of  Jamaica.  We  insert  the  article  chiefly  to 
shew  the  enemy’s  good  will  lor  a new  massacre,  as  at  fort  Mims.J 
Eastpout.  Tlie  British  soldiers  are  constantly 
deserting-  from  this  post.  It  is  staled  as  a fact  that  60 
or  70  of  them  came  off  in  one  body;  they  immediate- 
ly reported  themselves  to  our  officer  commanding 
at  JHuchias.  The  enemy  is  making  great  exertions 
to  break  up  all  smuggling  trade,  with  that  place  ex- 
cept in  a treasonable  traffic,  with  our  people  for 
provisions,  of  which  they  are  reported  to  be  exceed- 
ingly in  want;  being  on  two  thirds  allowance.  Pork 
53g  a barrel.  As  several  entire  guards  had  desert- 
ed, the  officers  were  obliged  to  stand  guard  them- 
selves, having  lost  all  confidence  in  their  men;  of 
whom,  it  is  said,  only  300  remained  on  the  island. 

The  true  spirit.  From  the  Albany  Register.— 
By  the  steam-boat  Paragon,  of  Sunday  evening,  we 
received  the  following  gloomy  and  disastrous  intelll 
gence ; [alluding  to  the  capture  of  "Washington  City] 
but  gloomy  and  disastrous  as  it  is,  let  it  not  damp 


jug  propositions:— That  if  the  citizens  of  Nantucket  would  lay  — . , . , P 

down  their  arms,  and  stipulate  that  they  would  not  fight  against  the  ardor  of  American  patriotism;  let  it  not,  lor  a 
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moment,  discourage  or  throw  us  into  the  arms  or 
despondency.  Our  capital  is  gone,  but  of  what  ad- 
vantage to  the  enemy  is  this  destruction  of  a few 
public  buildings,  the  monuments  of  art  and  of  na- 
tional munificence?  The  loss  of  property  is  insig 
nificant,  compared  with  our  resources,  and  the  event 
cannot  surely  strike  terror  into  the  bosoms  of  free- 
men, or  repress  for  a moment  the  energies  of  a na- 
tion roused  to  resentment  and  exertion  by  this  dar- 
ing invasion,  of  its  territory.  Let  us  hope,  that  ere 
this  our  southern  brethren  in  arms  have  made  the 
enemy 'pay  dearly  for  his  temerity. 

V»re  observe  that  the  annunciation  of  this  intelli- 
gence is  mingled  in  several  prints  with  criminations 
of  the  administration.  These  may  be  jus',  but  they 
a-'e  ill-timed.  Believe  us,  fellow  citizens,  this  is  no 
moment  for  crimination,  and  recrimination,  which 
necessarily  follows.  While  the  lightning  of  war 
Hashed  dimly  in  the  horizon,  and  its  thunder  was 
scarcely  heard  within  our  borders,  it  was  still  pro- 
per enough  to  give  vent  to  our  criminations  and 
complaints,  to  the  just  feelings  of  regret  or  indigna- 
tion, excited  by  the  bad  management  of  our  rulers. 
But  when  the  clouds  have  gathered  over  our  heads, 
and  are  bursting  upon  our  altars  and  our  fire  sides; 
when  the  heart  of  our  country  is  penetrated  by  lios-l 
tile  bands,  and  the  smoking  ruins  of  our  capital  ad- 1 
monish  us  that  union  alorc  is  salvation,  it  is  worse! 
than  fruitless  to  complain  of  grievances,  the* redress 
of  which  is  necessarily  remote.  Hushed  then  be 
every  murmur  of  discord,  while  a hostile  foot  pol- 
lutes the  land  of  our  fathers;  let  us  forget  all  minor 
considerations  of  political  or  personal  animosity;  let 
one  voice  and  oae  spirit  animate  us  all — the  voice 
of  our  bleeding  country;  and  the  spirit  of  our  im- 
mortal ancestors. 

The  hanks  of  New -York,  Philadelphia , and  Balti- 
more have  stopped  their  payments  in  specie.  The 
great  quantity  of  the  precious  metals  drawn  off  by 
the  enemy,  through  his  friends  amongst  us,  by  the 
sale  of  bills  of  exchange,  &c.  lias  rendered  this 
procedure  necessary  to  secure-  the  safety  of  our  mo- 
nied institutions.  It  is  a very  proper  and  prudent 
measure;  unpleasant  and  inconvenient,  indeed,  but 
the  preventive  of  absolute  loss,  and  a guarantee  of 
their  future  credit  and  usefulness.  The  publica- 
tions that  belong  to  this  interesting  matter  are  laid 
off  for  our  next. 

Fnox  Ontahio.  It  is  stated  that  the  British  ves- 
sels blockaded  in  the  Niagara  have  escaped.  It  is 
likely  they  will  fall  into  our  hands.  Lt.  Gregory 
was  taken  prisoner  in  one  of  his  daring  excursions 
in  a gig  with  10  men.  He  obstinately  resisted;  is 
reported  to  have  been  wounded.  Many  gun-boats 
are  building  at  Snckett's  Harbor — nine  were  already 
in  the  water.  Gen.  Brown  has  resumed  the  com- 
mand at  Fort  Erie.  A continual  cannonade  is  kept 
up  on  both  sides,  with  little  apparent  effect  on  either. 

From  Champlain*  The  British  army,  represented  to  be  about 
5000  strong,  have  advanced  under  tnaj.  gen.BrwAo?ie,wbo  has  issued 
a general  ord'-v  directing  the  most  scrupulous  regard  to  discipline — 
to  refrain  from  plunder,  &c.  our  fleet  was  olf  Plattsburg  on  the 
1st  inst.  (our  latest  date)  to  operate  with  the  army  in  defence  of 
that  place;  which  is  said  to  be  prepared  to  receive  the  enemy. 
AVe  have  r.o  doubt  but  that  Izard  will  give  a good  account  of 
them. 

New  Haven  was  in  a bustle  and  alarm  on  the  6th  inst.  The  Bri- 
tish were  reported  to  be  landing  from  two  ships  near  Killingworth. 
Every  one  capable  of  bearing  arms  was  on  the  alert.  It  does  not 
appear,  however,  that  the  enemy  land' d. 

Casting,  &c.  It  seems  that  the  British  with  a force  of  about 
two  thousand  men,  took  possessirm  of  Castine  and  Belfast  (adja- 
cent) in  the  district  of  Maine,  on  the  31st  ult.  The  U.  S.  ship 
Adams  is  in  danger. 

Spain.  The  (Philn.)  Democratic  Press  of  the  5th  inst.  says, 
* A letter  from  M.  Daschkoif,  to  his  secretary  in  this  city,  dated  "at 
New  York  has  endorsed  on  it  in  the  Russian  language,  “I  have  just 
received  advices  that  Spain  has  declared  war  against  the  United 
States." 

Prqieie  du  Chain.  The  posta:  this  piace  was  surrendered  t<?  thg 


united  British  and  Indians  on  the  COth  July.  The  enejny  forc$ 
about  200  regulars,  600 Indians.  Ours,  a lieutenant’s  command.—' 
The  prisoners  were  paroUed,  and  escorted  by  the  Brito  to  2'm* 
teet  them  from  the  Indians,  and  have  arrived  at  St.  La  is. 

CONGRESS.  The  large  building  erected  at  Washington  city, 
for  a hotel,  is  lilting  up  for  the  accommodation  of  congre»<  It 
was  formerly  occupier!  as  the  gen  »al  post  office,  patent  office.  *y.c» 
FOREIGN  NEWS.  London  dates  to  the  20th  July  have  b en 
received  via  Halifax.  It  docs  not  appear  that  the  British  mitii  t-rs 
had,  at  that  date,  proceeded  to  Ghent.  A letter  from  that  place  uated 
Ju'.y  2, says.  “The  English  ministers  arc  lord  Gambler  and  imssrs, 
Colburn  and  Adam,  but  none  of  them  have  yet  arrived  at  Gh  t.t, 

't  he  American  ministers  are  messrs.  Bayard,  Gallatin,  Adams, 
Russel  and  Clay.  They  have  all  been  Imv  for  some  da>s,  exc.pt 
Mr.  Gallatin,  who  is  hourly  expected  to  arrive.” 

Additional  vessels  and  troops  are  leaving  England  for  America, 
There  seems  no  prospect  of  an  immediate  peace.  Thy  governor 
at  Halifax  lias  received  orders  to  forbid  all  encouragement  of  a 
breach  e.f  the  blockade  of  our  coasts.  The  Montreal  paper*  say, 
tint  “the  burning  of  Newark  and  the  a mutate*  committed  at 
Qiieenston,  Dover,  St.  David’s,  Long  Point  and  Chippewa,  will  ue 
iTtributed  on  the  American  settlements;  and  that  ord  rs  have  been 
given  by  admiral  Cochrane,  as  well  as  sir  G orge  PrcrosL 
“to  destroy  and  lay  waste  such  towns  and  districts  as  tie  troops  and 
navy  may  fmd assailable;  and  to  hold  distinctly  in  view  the  con- 
duet  of  the  American  army  towards  Ins  majistjN  unoffending 
subjects.”  The  admiral,  say  these  papers, “has  also  instruct  <1  his 
officers  to  take  every  opportunity^’  explaining  to  the  people  !nw 
much  he  laments  the  necessity  of  following  the  rigorous  exampt-  of 
the  commanders  of  the  American  forces,  and  to  state  to  them,  that 
as  their  commanders  must  obviously  have  acted  under  instructions 
front  the  executive  government  of  the  United  n fates,  whose  inti* 
mate  and  unnatural  connexion  with  ti»t  late  government  of  France 
| has  led  them  to  adopt  the  same  system  of  plunder  and  devastation, 

1 it  is  therefore  to  their  own  government  the  iinlortut-ate  sufir.rs 
muRt  look  for  indemnification  for  the  loss  of  prom  rty.” 

From  every  thing  that  we  see,  we  must  Lear  tbc’Hugofwar,”  in 
its  i. mst  barbarous  form.  Well — armed  in  a just  quarrel,  and  dt«- 
v«ted  to  our  republican  institutions,  1. 1 all  say 
“Don  t give  up  the  sub;” 

Better  times  will  come— and  perse.v  rant  • and  courage  shall  esta- 
blish tlie  republic,  with  power,  in  glorious  security.  Mighty  e- 
vents  appear  yet  to  be  expected  in  Europe, — the  present,  onim  cum- 
noMast — a little  while  allowed  to  rest:  vp.te  th-ir  strength,  an:‘.  that 
continent  will  again  be  in  a flame.  Every  thing  is  at  this  moruei.t 
against  us— and  changes  for  the  better  must  happen,  at  home  ar.it 
abroad. 

Extract  of  a letter  dated  Liverpool  11  Ih  July  received 
by  a respectable  mercantile  house  ur  Baltimore. 

“ The  American  commissioners  are  assembled  t 
Ghent  and  waiting  there  for  the  British  commission- 
ers to  meet  them;  it  is  generally  believed  they  will 
be  met  in  all  tills  month,  by  admiral  G tmbier,  Mr, 
Adam  and  Mr.  Colburn;  when  I hope,  a peace  wuf 
take  place.  The  people  here  openly  express  their 
wishes  for  a continuance  of  the  war;  hut  secretly,  vest 
assured,  a peace  with  the  United  States  is  the  sin- 
cere wish  of  their  hearts;  as  every  thing’  is  uncom- 
monly dull,  both  here  and  in  Manchester,  and  British 
manufactures  of  every  description  have  fallen  nearly 
to  what  they  were  in  181)2:  owing  to  this  country 
being  excluded  from  exporting  to  France;  and,  the 
continent  elsewhere  are  so  very  poor  that  they  cannot 
buy,  money  being  there  entirely  out  or’ the  question. 

The  late  astonishing  changes  had  made  the  people 
here  almost  mad,  and  they  have  hardly  come  to  their 
tenses  yet;  however,  they  begin  to  find  out  that  their 
trade  is  not  what  they  expected  would  be  the  result 
of  a peace  with  France.  I am  credibly  informed  that 
there  are  twenty  thousand  packages  of  goods  here 
and  fifteen  thousand  in  Lisbon  ready  to  be  sent  to 
America,  those  in  Lisbon  would  have  been  si  ipped 
in  neutral  vessels, had  not  Cochrane  issued  his  block- 
ading proclamation. 

The  trade  of  the  United  States  is  much  more  im- 
portant to  the  manufacturers  here  than  they  are  wil- 
ling you  should  know;  be  assvired  they  now  feel  sen- 
sibly the  want  of  it  and  the  government  are  more 
conscious  of  this  than  the  people. 

A great  number  of  troops  have  been  shipped  from 
Bordeaux  for  America;  general  Hill  who  is  to  take 
command  of  them  has  not  yet  left  this  country,  and 
1 hope  he  will  not.” 

From  BERMUDA,  July  24. — By  an  arrival  at  Bermuda  from 
Gibraltar,  it  was  ascertained  that  ten  thousand  British  troops 
(part  of  the  duke  of  Wellington’s  army)  from  the  Gironde  had 
actually  sailed  for  due  coast  of  America,  to  touch  at  Bermuda. 
H.  M.  ship  Tonnant  was  remaining  there  in  readiness  to  eccom-, 
panv  the  expedition.  Canada  must  be  well  insured,  as  well  by 
its  old  brave  defenders,  as  the  respectable  reinforcements  already 
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£i>ne  there.  In  the  western  extremity  of  the  continent  a very  for- 
midable force  will  soon  be  !n  operation,  that  will  require  a deal  ot 
energy,  force  ami  money  on  the  part  of  the  American  government, 
to  present  anv  tiling  like  opposition.  The  forte  therefore  from 
England  and  the  Gironde,  we  shall  not  be  disappointed  to  hear,  lias 
been  ordered  to  the  Delaware.  This  force  should  be,  and  no  doubt 
will  be  formidable:  the  ten  thousand  troops,  above  alluded  to,  must 
be  but  the  first  division.  This  will  create  such  a diversion  in  the 
heart  of  America,  that  the  defence  of  its  extremities  will  be  held 
but  of  secondary  moment. 

A very  short  time  now  must  put  in  motion  all  the  schemes  of  our 
government,  for  bringing  this  deluded  people  to  their  reason;  and 
sve  trust  that  especial  directions  have  been  given  for  separating  the 
sheep  from  the  goats,  so  that  the  innocent  may  not  suffer  for  the 
guilty. 

NEW- YORK.— Governor  Tomkins  lias  issued  his  proclamation, 
calling  an  extra  session  of  the  New-York  legislature  at  Albany  on 
the  26th  of  this  month.  The  works  for  the  defence  of  the  city 
approach  their  completion.  The  labor  of  the  people  has  accom- 
plished wonders.  The  cannon  are  mounting.  Decatur  takes  com- 
mand at  fort  Greene,  the  greatest  work.  Fort  Swift  is  finished 
and  fort  Lawrence  nearly  done.  The  Tammany  society,  in  num- 
ber about  1500,  in  a body,  gave  one  day’s  labor;  as  did  the  Free 
Masons,  nearly  one  thousand  strong.  The  following  curious  inci- 
dent is  mentioned  in  the  Columbian— 

Female  patriotism.  Yesterday  afternoon  a company  of  ladies 
went  to  Brooklyn,  and  forming  a procession  at  the  terry,  with 
the  music  of  Tammany  Society,  increased  as  they  went  to  Fort 
Greene,  to  between  2 and  300,  where  they  performed  an  hours 
work  on  the  fortifications,  amid  the  pi  audits  of  the  citizens  on  the 
ground.  Several  patriots  of  the  revolution  were  among  them;  and 
a lady  of  72  years  of  age  wheeled  a barrow  of  earth  with  great 
activity.  Tire  scene  was  extremely  , _ ratifying  by  its  novelty— but 
the  practice  would  soon  become  repiv.  nsible  ami  detrimental  to 
the  public  service  if  indiscriminately  indulged.  More  permanent 
and  appropriate  employment  for  the  sex  will  be  found  in  the  as- 
sociations tor  needle  work  tor  the  soldiery  forming  throughout  the 
city. 

Public  spirit.— The  corporation  of  New  York  have  opened  a loan 
for  a million  of  dollars  fur  the  purpose  of  defence.  The  voluntary 
contributions  of  the  citizens,  still  amount,  m addition  to  their  labor 
on  the  fortifications,  to  several  hundred  dollars  per  day. 

“DON’T  GIVE  UP  THE  SOIL:”  It  would  give  us  pleasure  to 
record  all  the  instances  of  patriotism  that  press  upon  us  for  inser- 
tion. We  cannot.  But  to  the  account  of  what  is  doing  at  New 
York  we  must  notice,  that  about  100.)  men  from  New  Ark,  N.  J. 
proceeded  to  a day  s labor  on  the  works  for  the  defence  of  that 
city.  They  had  Hags  and  music,  and  each  one  this  label  on  his  hat 

gtrntp  iijE  sail.” 

We  trust  this  will  become  the  motiu  of  every  American. 

GENERAL  ARMSTRONG,  says  the  National  Intelligencer, 
* has  resigned  the  office  of  secretary  of  wav.”— And  adds,  “vye 
greatly  regret  the  occasion  of  his  resignation,*  andean  only  wish 
that  a successor  may  be  found  equally  well  qualified.” 

CAR  l'EL  ship  Analostan  has  arrivedat  Savannah  from  Jamaica , 
with  170  American  prisoners— left  only  6,  there. 

SAVANNAH,  Aug.  25.  By  a gentleman  of  undoubted  veracity 
who  left  Kavanna  on  the  7th  iust.  and  arrived  at  St.  Mary’s  on  the 
18th— information  is  received  that  on  or  about  the  1st  iust.  two 
British  ships  from  Europe  (the  C/iaronxnd  Hermes)  each  mount- 
ing .‘1  guns,  reported  to  have  on  board  400  men,  some  of  whom 
were  marine  artillerists,  190  of  whom  were  said  to  be  officers,  had 

arrived  at  Havanua,  under  the  command  of  col. , who  said  he 

was  horn  at  Colt-rain  in  Irelend.  They  applied  to  the  governor  of 
the  Island  for  permission  to  land  at  PensaeoJa;  hut  it  was  refused— 
they  then  applied  for  permission  to  land  at  Kavanna  for  the  re- 
freshment of  the  men  until  a reinforcement  should  arrive;  this 
also  was  refused.  The  governor  is  said  to  have  assured  the  com- 
manding officer  that  their  landing  would  be  repelled  within  any 
territory  under  his  command— immediately  after  which  a Spanish 
vessel  was  despat  cited  for  Pensacola,  audit  was  reported  that  she 
conveyed  orders  lor  the  governor  of  West  Florida  to  repel  the 
landing  of  British  troops  in  that  province  with  all  the  force  under 
liis  control. 

The  colonel  commanding  dined  at  a public  house;  bespoke  free- 
ly of  great  cruelties  committed  by  the  troops  under  general  Jack- 
son  during  his  expedition  against  the  Indians;  and  seemed  exaspe- 
rated against  the  Americans.  He  urged  that  the  country  belong- 
ed to  the  Indians— they  were  the  first  settlers,  and  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  restore  it  to  them.  His  first  stand  would  he  at  Colerain  in 
Georgia , and  from  thence  to  Savannah.  The  col.  reported  that  lie 
expected  a reinforcement  of 4000  men;  that  he  had  on, board  the  two 
ships  3000  uniforms,  epaulets,  swords,  £cc.  for  officers  wiioni  he 
intended  to  commission.  A gentleman  who  was  oil  hoard  the 
Hermes  read  one  of  the  proclamations  sigutd  by  col.  Woodbine 
inviting  all  classes  and  descriptions  of  people  to  the  British  standard 
for  protection  and  freedom. 

The  British  brig  Childers  had  conveyed  to  West  Florida  a quan- 
tity of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  on  her  return  had  called  at  Hi- 
vauna— it  was  well  known  there  are  several  British. vessels  that  had 
been  employed  in  that  way.  and  that  a large  supply  of  arms  and 
ammunition  was  deposited  in  that  neighborhood  on  British  ac- 
count. 

FROM  PENSACOLA.  Mill edged  He,  (9.)  Aug.  24.  We  un- 
derstand that  gen.  Jackson  dispatched  a courier  to  the  governor 
of  Pensacola,  demanding  the  surrender  of  M'Quccn  and  Francis 
£who, it  was  stated,  had  sought  shelter  under  Spanish  authority]' 
and  the  reason  7vhy  they,  and  their  adherents  have  received  suc- 
cour sr.d  assistance  from  the  subjects  of  his  Catholic  Majessy,  be- 
tween whose  government,  and  tiiat  of  the  United  States,  Jie  con- 
ceived there  were  existing  relations  of  amity  and  good  wiil.  His 
excellency,  it  is  stated,  became  highly  exasperated  at  the  peremp- 


tory manner  of  the  demand;  returned  an  insulting  and  ambiguous 
answer— said  that  he  knew  nothing  of  Francis  and  M ’Queen— that 
Jackson  should  hear  from  him  shortly. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  answer,  delivered  verbally,  and  which 
general  Jackson,  no  doubt,  supposed  to  bear  something  ot'  a threat- 
ening appearance,  he  immediately  left  Fort*  Jackson  for  the  purpose 
of  occupying  Mobile  point— at  which  post,  it  is  said,  he  will  short- 
ly have  a force  5 or  6000  strong— which,  it  is  supposed,  will  not  only 
lie  sufficient  for  defensive,  but,  if  necessary,  offensive  operations. 

THE  CREEKS.  We  have  a variety  of  rumours,  and  reports 
of  the  intrigues  arid  operations  of  the  British  with  the  Creek  In- 
dians. It  is  pretty  well  ascertained  that  the  enemy  has  landed  some 
men  and  a considerable  quantity  of  arms  at  Appalachieota,  130 
miles  east  of  Pensacola.  Many  of  the  Creeks  had  taken  refuge  in 
the  Spanish  territory,  and  it  is  said  they  have  ac  cepted  the  supplies. 
Jackson,  however,  seems  prepared  to  manage  the  allied  forces. 

State  troops. — flis  excellency  tlie  governor  (says 
the  jVc-.v  York  “Columbian”)  has  determined  to  en- 
list 1 or  2000  men,  for  three  months  or  (with  the 
sanction  of  the  legislature)  twelve  months  or  during 
the  war,  with  officers  to  be  commissioned  by  him,  and 
two  dollars  per  month  extra  pay  to  the  soldiers,  to 
be  confined  at  present  to  the  defence  of  the  sea- 
board of  the  state.  Also,  the  commander  in  chief 
will  organize  a battallion  of  Sea  Fencibles  under 
the  act  of  congress  for  that  purpose,  for  the  defence 
of  this  city  and  harbor. 

On  the  requisition  of  gen.  Porter,  and  by  order  of 
the  governor  of  Virginia,  we  are  happy  to  find,  that 
gen.  Taylor  is  again  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States. — .YorfJk  Herald. 

A handsome  affair.  The  Menalaus  frigate,  capt., 
sir  Peter  Parker,  had  been  for  some  lime  moving  a- 
bout  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  Chesapeake,  frequently 
landing  detachments  and  committing  barbarous 
depredations  on  the  shores,  burning  several  houses, 
wheat  stacks,  and  a pig  pen  zvith  the  pigs  in  the  stye  ! 
They  also  seized  some  negroes  for  guides, but  wheth- 
er they  carried  them  off'  is  not  stated.  About  the 
20th  ult.  a schooner  came  up  the  bay  with  orders 
for  the  Menalaus  to  fall  down;  but  sir  Peter  said  he 
must  have  “a  frolic  with  the  Yankees  before  ha  left 
them,”  and  on  the  30th  at  night,  after  dancing  and 
drinking,  they  proceeded  to  the  sport,  and  made  a 
circuitous  route  to  surprize  col.  Read,  (a  mm  of  the 
revolution)  encamped  in  Moore’s  fields,  not  far  from 
Georgetown  X Roads,  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  of  Ma- 
ryland. Tile  colonel  was  fully  apprized  of  all  their 
proceedings — his  force  was  170  officers  and  men, 
(militia,  armed  with  muskets  and  a few  rifles,  and  2 
pieces  of  field  artillery.)  The  enemy  disgorged  all 
his  force  except  about  20  men  from  the  frigate,  and 
it  amounted  to  230  men;  150  armed  with  muskets, 
and  the  rest  with  pikes,  cutlasses  and  a pair  of  pis- 
tols each.  The  British  advanced  with  firmness  to 
the  charge,  but  were  met  with  equal  resolution  and 
courage.  The  ground  was  obstinately  contended 
for  for  nearly  an  hour,  when  the  enemy  retreated 
leaving  13  killed  and  3 wounded  on  the  field.  It  is 
ascertained  that  they  carried  off  17  others,  among 
whom  was  sir  Peter , who,  with  several  others  are 
since  dead.  The  incendiary  captain  fell  before  the 
artillery,  when  he  attempted  to  carry  it  bv  storm, 
and  Was  buried  Lhe  next  day  with  the  usual  ceremo- 
nies. Happy,  indeed,  was  it  that  the  enemy  retreat- 
ed when  they  did,  for  our  people  iiad  expended  near- 
ly every  round  of  cartridge,  and  had  no  supply  at 
hand.  This  circumstance  prevented  a pursuit,  which 
would  probably  have  been  more  fatal  to  the  enemy 
than  the  battle — they  had  had  hut  20  rounds  a man. 
We  had  three  men  slightly  wounded,  none  killed. 
Many  muskets,  cutlasses  and  boarding  pikes  with  a 
grenade,  a rocket,  and  some  poles  supposed  to  have 
been  brought  to  be  used  in  discharging  them,  were 
picked  up  by  the  military  next  morning. 

The  next  morning  die  iieut.  comm  uiding- the  fri- 
gate sent  a flag  on  shore  to  propose  an  exchange 
for  the  prisoners  he  supposed  we  h d,  for  on  muster- 
ing the  crew  forty  were  found  to  be  missing.  T he 


12  NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SATURDAY,  SEPTEMRBR  10,  181*. 


enemy  has  had  his  “frolic,”  and  Read  has  shewn  the 
value  of  materials  so  often  disgraced  by  the  igno- 
rance or  cowardice  of  officers  who,  some  horiv,  have 
got  command. 

The  affair  occurred  in  the  night;  but  a clear  moon 
made  it  sufficiently  light  to  distinguish  objects. 

The  frigate  has  since  gone  down  the  bay. 

General  Gaines.  We  are  sorry  to  learn,  (says  the 
National  Intelligencer  of  the  6'h  inst.)  from  the 
Northern  frontier,  that  on  the  29th  ult.  gen.  Gaines 
was. severely  (not  dangerously)  wounded  in  four  or 
five  different  parts  of  his  body,  by  a shell  thrown  by 
the  enemy,  which  fell  into  his  quarters.  Other  per- 
sons, among  whom  was  the  person  from  whom  this 
information  was  derived,  in  his  tent  or  room  at  the 
time,  received  no  injury.  \ 

Savannah,  Aug.  23.  On  Saturday  last  colonel 
Manning  with  about  500  United  States  troops  horse 
and  infantry,  arrived  in  this  town  from  Camp  Jack; 
it  is  stated  that  they  are  to  operate  as  marines  on 
board  gun  boats,  &c.  to  prevent  the  incursions  of  the 
enemy  in  our  bays  and  inlets. 

j Pittsburg,  Aug * 31.  On  Sunday  capt.  Heed’s  compa- 
ny of  artillery  $0  strong,  took  up  their  line  of  march 
from  this  place  for  Buffalo. 

Gen.  M’ Arthur  has  made  a requision  to  the  go- 
vernor of  Kentucky  for  fOOQ  militia  to  strengthen 
the  garrison  at  Detroit.  They  will  rendezvous  at 
Newport  on  the  lOlh  of  Sept.  A similar  call  for 
500  mounted  volunteers  has  been  made  on  the  go- 
vernor of  Ohio.  They  ate  to  rendezvous  at  Uibanua 
on  the  20th  of  Sept. 

Defence  of  j\'ew-  Haven.  The  citizens  of  New  Ha- 
ven have  commenced,  by  voluntary  labor  and  sub- 
scription, the  erection  of  strong  works' on  Prospect 
Ilill,  on  the  east  side  of  the  harbor,  for  the  better' 
defence  of  that  city. 

NAVAL. 

Another  naval  victory ! A London  paper  of  the  15  th 
July,  contains  an  account  of  the  eapture  of  the  British 
sloop  of  war  Reindeer,  carrying  21  guns;  by  tfee  United 
States  sloop  Wasp;  captain  Blakeley , of  20  guns,  near 
the  Laiuls-end.  The  Reindeer  was  to  windward,  and 
twice  attempted  to  board  the  Wasp;  but  was  twice 
beaten  off  with  great  loss.  The  battle  lasted  hut 
twenty-five  minutes — the  British  captain,  and  twenty- 
one  of  his  men  was  killed,  and  60  wounded.  The 
loss  on  board  the  Wasp,  is  not  known.  The  wound- 
ed were  put  on  board  a neutral  vessel  and  had  arri- 
ved in  England;  and  the  Reindeer,  being  shattered 
to  pieces,  was  blown  up  by  captain  Pdakeley  the  day 
af.er  the  battle.  The  Wasp  had  been  cruising  off' 
the  Lands-end  14  days.  She  had  made  six  other 
prizes,  one  worth  30,000£.  The  London  paper 
says,  one  of  her  masts  was  badly  wounded  and  that 
several  sloops  of  war  had  gone  in  pursuit  of  her.  The 
famous  privateer  Rattlesnake  has  at  length  been  taken 
$md  sent  into  England,  July  9. 

Barney’s  flotilla,  blown  up  in  the  Patuxent,  con 
sisted  only  of  one  cutter,  one  gun-boat,  and  13 
barges — not  of  “ 26  gun-boats,  and  10  or  15  barges/’ 
as  stated  in  an  Eastern  paper. 

The  corvette,  Adams,  captain  Morris,  has  arrived 
in  the  Penobscot,  after  a cruise  in  which  she  made 
five  prizes.  We  have  captain  Morris*  account  of  his 
cruize,  as  well  his  letter  giving  a report  of  the  da- 
mages his  ship  suffered  by  running  on  some  rocks 
near  the  port  lie  arrived  at — which  must  lay  over  for 
the  present.  She  will  require  considerable  repairs. 

Captain  Porter,  and  his  men,  the  remains  of  the 
gallant  crew  of  the  Essex,  now  at  Baltimore , collect- 
ed them  by  the  following  animating  summons  ! 

“Free  trade  and  sailors  rights — to  the  crew  of 
the  old  Essex.  Sailors,  the  enemy  is  about  attempt- 
ing the  destruction  of  vour  new  ship  at  Washington, 


and  I am  ordered  there  to  defend  her.  I sh.  11  pro*’ 
ceed  immediately,  and  all  disposed  to  accompany 
me  will  meet  me  at  5 o’clock  tliis  afternoon  it  the 
navy  agent’s  office.  D.  PORTER. 

jYea-  York,  August  22 d,  1814. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  J\“avy  to 
Com.  Rodgers,  dated  August  29,.  1814. 

“The  terms  of  capitulation  for  the  town  of  Alex* 
andria  are  so  degrading  and  humiliating,  as  to  excit^ 
the  indignation  of  all  classes  of  people— those  who 
have  hitherto  been  the  most  vehement  in  their  de- 
nunciation of  the  war  and  of  the  administration,  are 
no  less  ardent  in  their  determination  to  defend  this 
city  and  Georgetown  to  the  last  extremity,  than  the 
warm  advocates  of  both.  The  arrogant  foe  has  re- 
quired the  surrender  of  all  articles  of  produce  and 
merchandize,  even  retrospectively,  to  the  19ffi  inst. 
including  all  that  has  beeTi  sent  from  the  town  sub-' 
sequent  to  that  date,  together  with  i ll  the  ship- 
ping, whether  afloat  or  sunk,  to  be  delivered  to  him. 
in  perfect  order,  to  carry  off'  his  immense  boot}', 
which  he  is  now  busily  engaged  in  loading  and  pre- 
paring for  departure.” 

On  receiving  the  above  order,  the  gall,  lit  veteran, 
with  his  daring  crew  left  Baltimore  for  Washington 
City. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  commodore  Chauncey  to  the 

secretary  of  the  navy,  dated  on  board  the  United 

States  ship  Superior,  off  Kingston,  Avgust  10, 1814.' 

“ I have  been  duly  honored  with  your  letters  of  the 
19th  and  24th  July. 

“ I do  assure  you,  sir,  that  I have  never  been  under 
any. pledge  to  meet  general  Brown  at  the  head  of 
the  lake;  but  on  the  contrary  when  we  parted  at 
Sacketts  harbor,  I told  him  distinctly,  tlut  l should 
not  visit  the  head  of  the  lake,  unless  the  eneni)’s 
fleet  did. 

“ I can  ascribe  the  intimation  of  general  Brown, 
that  he  expected  the  co  operation  of  the  fleet,  to  no 
other  motive,  than  a cautious  attempt  to  provide  an 
apology  for  the  public,  against  any  contingent  disas- 
ter to  which  his  army  might  be  exposed. 

“ But,  Sir,  if  any  one  will  take  the  trouble  to  ex- 
amine the  topography  of  the  peninsula,  (the  scene  of 
the  general’s  operations)  he  will  discover  that  this 
fleet  could  be  ef  n.o  more  service  to  general  Brown, 
or  his  army,  than  it  could  to  an  army  in  Tennessee. 

“ General  Brown  has  never  been  able  to  penetrate 
nearer  to  lake  Ontario  than  Queenstown,  and  the  ene- 
my is  in  possession  of  all  the  intermediate  country; 
so  that  I could  not  even  communicate  with  the  army, 
but  by  a circuitous  route  of  70  or  80  miles. 

“Admitting  general  Brown  could  have  invested 
furt  George,  the  only  service  he  could  have  derived 
from  the  fleet,  would  be  our  preventing  the  supplies 
of  the  enemy  from  entering  the  Niagara  river;  for  the 
water  is  so  shallow  that  the  large  vessels  cotdd  no^ 
approach  within  two  miles  of  their  works. 

“ General  Brown  had  therefore  two  abundantly  suf- 
ficient reasons  for  not  expecting  the  co-operation  of 
this  fleet;  it  was  not  promised  to  him— and  was  chi- 
merical in  itself. 

“ My  fixed  determination  has  always  been  to  seek 
a meeting  with  the  enemy  the  moment  the  fleet  was 
ready  and  to  deprive  him  of  an  apology  for  not  meet- 
ing me,  I have  sent  four  guns  on  shore  from  the  Su- 
perior, to  reduce  her  armament  in  number  to  an 
equality  with  the  Prince  Regent’s,  yielding  the  ad- 
vantage of  their  68  pounders.  The  Mohawk  mounts 
two  guns  less  than  the  Princess  Charlotte,  and  the 
Montreal  and  . Niagara  are  equal  to  the  General  Pike 
and  Madison.  1 have  detached,  on  separate  service, 
all  the  brigs;  and  am  blockading  his  four  ships,  with 
our  four  ships,  in  the  hope  that  this  may  induce  him 
to  come  out.” 
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(Xj* We  have  another  letter  from  com.  Chunncey,  | 
dated  August  10,  accounting,  to  perfect  satis  tart  ion, 
for  the  delay  of  the  sailing  of  the  fleet,  &.c.  Also,  a 
copy  of  a letter  from  general  fif'onn  to  him,  dated 
July  13,  with  the  reply.  They  are  highly  interest- 
ing! but  came  too  late  for  the  present  number.  The 
commodore  disavows  all  idea  of  ait  expectation  that 
he  should  have  acted  with  the  army,  at  llie  time  of 
the  general’s  crossing  into  Canada. 

Tne  anchor  left  by  the  Despach  brig  at  Stonning- 
ton  when  she.  “cut  and  run,”  has  been  got  up  and 
brought  to  New-Londoti.  It  weighs  upwards  of  20 

ClOt. 

Mr.  Chalmers,  late  master  of  the  Terror,  bomb 
vessel,  emploved  in  the  attack  on  Stonninglon , has 
be<*n  captured  in  a British  barge  and  sent  to  Proxn- 
deuce — lie  says  170  bombs  were  discharged  from  that 
ship  in  the  attack  on  Stonninglon,  which  were  found 
to  weigh  801b.  each  ; the  charge  of  powder  for  the 
mortar  was  91b  ; adding  to  this  the  wadding,  that 
vessel  must  have  disgorged  eight  tons  weight. 

The  new  brig  at  Vergennes,  the  keel  of  which 
was  laid  about  thirty  days  since,  is  now,  we  under- 
stand, completely  fined  and  veady  for  tiie  lake.  She 
mounts  2 '*  heavy  guns. Col.  Pot. 

jYerv -London,' August  26  1814.  Yesterday  a boat 
from  the  Superb,  with  a midshipman  and  five  men 
(2  of  whom  were  Americans)  went  on  shore  at  Lit- 
tle Gull  Island.  On  reaching  the  shore,  the  three 
Englishmen  jumped  out,  and  the  two  Yankees  push- 
ed off  and  pulled  for  this  place.  Immediately  on 
their  arrival  and  telling  the  news,  the  same  boat  re- 
turned back  to  the  island,  took  the  midshipman 
and  two  men,  and  landed  them  safely  here  at  7 
o’clock  this  morning.  One  of  the  Americans  was 
1)  rniel  Holt  of  this  place,  the  other  belonging  to  the 
eastward. 

Charleston , August  24.  The  owners  of  the  schr. 
S mtee,  and  her  cargo,  have  awarded  to  captain 
L avtxs  1500  dollars,  being  one  third  of  the  esti- 
mated value  of  vessel  and  cargo.  We  understand 
that  4 or  500  dollars  have  also  been  mad“  up  for 
captain  L.  by  private  subscription,  and  $ 50  by  the 
Union  insurance  company ; this  with  100  dollars  a 
head  for  each  of  his  five  prisoners,  which  the  go- 
vernment ought  to  give  him,  whether  he  is  entitled 
to  it  or  not  bv  law,  will  be  a handsome  reward  for 
his  heroic  conduct  in  the  recapture  of  his  vessel. 

BALTIMORE. 

At  the  recommend  at  ion  of  the  Committee  of  Vi- 
gilance and  Safety,  (inserted  in  our  last  number) 
the  people  commenced  their  labors  to  fortify  the 
city,  on  Sunday  die  27'th  ult.  The  work  done  de- 
monstrates their  power  and  zeal,  to  the  astonish- 
ment of  all  who  behold  it.  Baltimore  has  long  been 
remarkable  for  the  patriotism  and  liberal  spud  of 
her  citizens;  and  her  high  character  for  these  qua- 
lities is  fully  maintained  by  the  free  offering  of  men 
and  money  for  the  puiposes  of  defence.  In  the  mean 
time,  volunteers  and  militia  from  the  adjacent  parts 
of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia , have  flock- 
ed in  to  our  aid.  We  are  restrained,  by  the  request 
of  the  Committee  of  Vigilance, from  mentioning  any 
particulars;  but  the  honorable  record  shall  vet  be 
made.  We  restrain  the  desire  to  notice  these  things 
because  enjoined  by  the  committee;  for  we  are  very 
sure  the  enemy  is  apprised  of  almost  every  thing 
that  is  transacted  here:  but  he  has  learnt  nothing 
to  our  discredit.  The  means  of  defence  have  given 
confidence  to  the  people — many  families  who  had 
left  the  city  have  returned — nothing  is  relaxed;  eve- 
ry thing  goes  on  as  though  au  attack  were  imme- 
diately expected,  but,  with  the  exception  of  perform 
ing  their  military  duties,  the  people  have  their  usual 
Composure  and  quiet,  To  out*  biethren  whe  have 


flown  to  our  assistance,  we  are  greatly  indebted,  a 
well  for  liie  decorum  of  their  conduct  in  the  city, 
as  their  patriotism  in  coming  to  tiie  camp.  The 
sudden  collection  of  so  many  people,  of  all  classes 
and  conditions,  might  have  been  expected  to  create 
much  confusion  and  disorder;  but  no  event  has  yet 
occurred,  that  wa  have  heard  of,  which  can  sully 
the  character  <>f  an  individual  soldier;  and  the  city 
is  as  quiet,  (the  sound  of  tiie  drum,  or  the  rattling 
of  waggons  pertaining  to  the  different  corps,  ex- 
cepted) as  ever  it  was.  This  tribute  is  due  to  the 
gentlemen  associated  to  repulse  the  enemy-  Major- 
general  Smith , of  the  Maryland  militia  (of  Mud  Fort 
memory)  commands  the  troops  collected  specially 
for  the  defence  of  Baltimore.  Brigadier-general 
fVinder  has  under  him  the  forces  belonging  to  his 
military  district,  lie  is  now  here,  and  the  whole  is 
acting  in  concert. 

On  a former  distressing  occasion  we  felt  it  a duty 
to  caution  the  public  against  the  infamous  Wes  that 
were  circulated  respecting  Baltimore.  Such  letter- 
writing,  or  letter-making  has  prevailed  in  the  present 
case,  with  its  usual  baseness.  One  of  these  letters, 
published  at  Boston , says — “There  is,  at  this  mo- 
ment, a contest  between  the  civil  and  military  potv- 
ei*s — the  former  are  for  sending  a capitulating  em- 
bassy, but  the  military  men  will  not  consent.” 
Extract  of  a letter  from  major  TVm.  B.  Barney , to 

genertd  Smith,  dated  Annapolis  half-past  7 o’clock 

P.  M.  Sept  8 1814. 

Three  d«erters  from  the  British  have  just  come  in; 
I have  examined  them  separately  and  they  agree  in 
their  stories — the  substance  of  which  is — that  they 
left  the  fleet  lying  a*t  the  mouth  of  the  Patuxent  oil 
Monday  evening.  They  were  ashore  watering — the 
fleet  was  watering  from  casks  sunk  in  the  sand. 

A bomb  ship  and  the  Havanna  frigate  joined  on 
Saturday  last;  no  reinforcement  of  trdops  that  they 
heard  of;  heard  great  complaints  of  the  loss  sustain- 
ed in  tire  taking  of  Washington,  said  to  be  1100  men. 
Nothing  said  about  going  to  Baltimore;  but  a great 
deal  about  taking  New  London,  or  Long-Island,  and 
making  winter  quarters  there. 

The  two  admirals  (lied  and  White)  with  several 
line  of  battle  ships  went  down  the  bay  on  Monday. 
The  admiral  of  the  Blue  remains  with  the  fleet.  Or- 
ders to  get  uiider  way  yesterday  mofning  had  been 
given.  Captain  Parker  of  fhe  Menalaus  certainly 
killed  in  the  affair  with  colonel  Reed. 

FROM  THE  PATUXENT. 

Tiie  Whole  naval  force  of  the  enemy,  recently  ly- 
ing in  the  mouth  of  the  Patuxent,  got  underway  on 
Tuesday  evening,  and  proceeded  down  the  bav. 

WASHINGTON  CITY. 

Miscellaneous  particulars. — The  Washington  City 
Gazette  gives  as  a list  of  persons  who  suffered  by 
conflagration  or  robbery  of  the  enemy  by  the  late 
capture  of  the  capital.  The  public  property  de- 
stroyed was — the  capitol ; tiie  president’s  house  ; 
the  war  office ; the  treasury  offlfce  ; the  fort  and  ma- 
gazine at  Greenleaf’s  point ; the  public  stores,  8cc. 
at  the  marine  barracks.  [The  navy  yard  being  fired 
by  order  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy.] 

The  private  buildings  burnt  were — the  houses  of 
Messrs.  Sewell,  Ball,  Frost,  Philips,  Tomlinson,  and 
Mrs.  Hamilton’s. 

They  also  burnt  Messrs.  Ringgold’s  and  Ghalmers 
rope  walks,  and  Mr.  Heath’s  twine  walk. 

And  plundered  the  houses  or  stores  of  Messrs. 
B.  Sprigg,  Boon,  Birch,  Long,  Rapine,  I).  Waterson, 
M’Cormick,  Caldwell,  W.  Elliott,  B.  Burns,  Ricks. 
G.  Burns,  Crampton  and  Washington— and  destroy- 
ed Gales  and  Seaton’s  types,  8cc. 

The  cannon  at  the  navy  yard,  with  many  other  mi- 
litary appurtenances  at  and  near  Washington,  wa?' 
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but  little  if  any  injured.  The  national  loss  in  build- 
ings and  stores  is  estimated  at  two  millions.  The 
walls  of  the  capitol  stand  firm  and  that  and  the 
other  public  buildings  may  be  repaired  at  a compa- 
ratively small  expenoe.  The  former  had  very  little 
wood  work  in  it.  Foxall’s  cannon  foundery  was  not 
destroyed,  as  reported. 

A general  hospital  has  been  established  at  Capitol 
Hill. 

The  following  is  given  as  the  probable  force  of  the 
enemy — 

“ British  landed  at  Benedict. 


2 1st  regt. 

1003 

1st  battalion  4th  regt. 

800 

Bo.  44th  do. 

630 

Do.  85lh  do. 

750 

Artillerists,  80  or 

90 

Marines,  under  admiral  Cockburn, 

1500 

Seamen, 

350 

5123 

SURRENDER  OF  ALEXANDRIA. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Vigilance , on  Monday,  the  28 th  of 
August,  1814. Present 

Joseph  Dean.  John  Thompson,  William  Herbert,  Mattliew  Ro- 
binson, Thotnas  Vowel. 

This  rri«  eting  being  called  at  the  request  cf  the  chairman,  Charles 
Simms,  who,  with  Edmund  J.  Lee  and  Jonathan  Swift,  are  gone  as 
a Hag  to  the  British  frigates  off  the  fort,  now  in  their  possession. 

Resolved,  That  two  expresses  be  procured  to  wait  on  general 
Hungerford,  from  Virginia,  or  any  other  officer  commanding 
troops,  informing  them  that  the  town  lias  no  artillery  or  any  milita- 
ry force  to  protect  it,  and  that  they  intend  to  surrender  at  a discre- 
tion, and  therefore  think  it  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  town, 
for  any  troops  to  enter  at  this  time,  being  under  the  direction  of 
t lie  civil  authority.  And  that  a copy  of  this  minute  be  handed  to 
each  of  the  expresses. 

THOMAS  VO  WELL,  chairman,  pro  tern. 

In  the  Common  Council  of  Alexandria. 

The  following  order  was  unanimous]}',  concurred  in  by  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  Alexandria,  28th  August,  1S1J. 

The  forts ierected  for  the  defence  of  the  district  having  been 
blown  up  by  our  men,  [United  States  regular  troops]  ana  aban- 
doned without  resistance,  and  the  town  of  Alexandria  having  been 
left  without  troops  or  any  means  of  defence  against  the  l»s- 
tile  force  nowjwithin  sight,  the  common  council  of  - Alexandria 
h '.ve  with  reluctance  been  compelled  from  a regard  to  the  safety  of 
the  inhabitants  to  authorise  an  arrangement  with  the  enemy,  by 
which  it  has  been  stipulated  that  during  their  continuance  before 
the  town  they  shall  not  be  molested— no  superior  power  having  on 
this  emergency  appeared  todefend  or direct,the common  council  has 
considered  itself  authorised  from  extreme  necessity  to  make  the 
above  stipulation — they  consider  it  binding  on  themselves  and  on 
the  nation,  and  require  a faithful  observance  of  it  from  all  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  town. 

Resolved , That  copies  of  the  above  resolution,  be  transmitted  to 
brigadier-general  Winder,  of  the  10th  military  district,  and  to  ge- 
nerals Young  ami  Hungvrtbrd,  with  the  request  of  the  common 
council,  that  proper  measures  may  be  used  to  secure  a strict  obser 
Vance  of  the  public  faith  which  the  common  council  has  been  com- 
pelled to  pledge. 

THOS.  HERBERT,  Pres’t. 

.7.  GIRD,  clerk  pro  tern. 

In  Common  Council  of  Alexandria. 

Resolved,  That  the  common  council  of  Alexandria,  in  assenting 
to  the  conditions  offered  by  the  commander  of  the  British  squad- 
ron now  off  the  town,  has  acted  from  the  impulse  of  irresistable  ne- 
cessity, and  solely  from  a regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  town— that 
it  considers  the  assent  by  it  given  only  forma!,  inasmuch  as  Jthe 
enemy  already  had  it  in  their  power  to  enforce  a compliance  w ith 
their  demand  by  a seizure  of  the  property  required  from  us;  and 
believing  the  safety  of  the  persons  of  the  inhabitants  and  their 
dwellings,  and  of  stuth  property  as  is  not  comprehended  within  the 
requisition  to  depend  entirely  on  the  observance  of  the  terms  of 
it. — The  common  council  recommends  to  the  inhabitants  an  acqui- 
escence, at  ,the  same  time  it  does  expressly  disclaim  the  power  of 
doing  any  act  in  its  part  to  enforce  compliance,  its  authority  in  this 
particular  being  limited  to  recommendation  only. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  tenvn  of  Alexandria  on 
the  29th  of  August,  1814 Present 

Thomas  Herbert,  president ; Henry  Nicholson,  Andrew  Fleming. 
James  Millan,  Reuben  Johnston,  Anthony  Rhodes,  John  Hunter 
Wm.  Veitch,  Ezra  Kenzie,  Robert  I Taylor,  and  John  Gird. 

The  above  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted.  It  was  also  re- 
soled, that  in  the  opinion  of  the  council  the  loss  to  he  sustained  by 
the‘depredations  of  the  enemy  on  the  inhabitants,  ought  to  be  equal- 
ized ; hut  the  council  does  not  consider  itself  as  possessing  the  pow- 
ers necessary  to  pass.any  law  to  that  effect,  nor  does  it  consider  the 
present  as  a proper  time  to  act  on  this  subject : 

Resolved,  Timtif  any  plait  can  be  devised  by  which  the  loss  to  he 
sustained  by  the  inhabitants  can  be  equalized,  it  will  meet  with  the 
approbation  of  the  council. 

THOS.  HERBERT,  Tres't. 

W.  VEITCH,  Clerk,  pro  tem, 


, The  vessels  carried  by  the  enemy  from  Alexandria  were  14— laden 
• with  from  15  to  18,000  bbis  flour,  800  hltds  tobacco,  150  bales  cotton, 
some  small  quantities  of  sugar  and  coffee,  and  a medley  of  other  ar- 
ticles. 

While  the  enemy  were  employed  in  loading  a vessel,  captains 
Porter  and  Creighton  of  the  U.  S.  navy  made  a dash  into  Alexan- 
dria on  horseback,  rode  up  to  the  midshipman  who  was  superintend- 
ing the  loading  of  the  boat,  and  captain  C.  seized  him  by  the  cravat 
and  endeavored  to  take  him!  off ; but  his  cravat  gave  way  and  he 
escaped.  The  officers  immediately  galloped  off  leaving  the  inliabi  - 
tnnts  in  great  consternation. 

The  signal  of  alarm  was  immediately  given  on  shore  to  all  those 
employed  on  the  wharves  who  promptly  embarked,  and  all  hands 
were  ordered  to  prepare  for  action . The  inhabitants  apprehe  tided 
an  immediate  destruction  of  the  town  ; but,  a deputation  being  sent 
from  the  corporation  to  state  that  the  act  was  unauthorised  by 
them,  nor  done  by  any  inhabitant  of  the  place,  and  promising  that 
I they  would  place  guards  at  the  intersection  of  each  street  leading  to 
the  water  to  prevent  a similar  occurrence,  the  commanding  officer 
said  he  would  overlook  it.  and  the  town  was  again  quieted. 

A series  of  desperately  daring  exertions  were  made 
by  Rodgers , Porter , and  Peng,  with  the  men  of' the  two 
former,  and  some  of  the  Virginia  militia,  to  prevent 
the  escape  of  the  frigates  from  Alexandria  with  their 
great  booty.  All  that  men  could  do,  with  the  means 
they  had,  by  fire  ships,  barges,  and  hastily  erected 
batteries,  was  done— but  the  enemy  got  off  with  some 
loss,  taking  all  the  vessels  with  him.  About  twelve 
men  were  killed,  and  several  wounded  at  Porter's 
battery — at  Perry's  only  one  was  wounded.  Rodgers 
suffered  no  loss,  that  we  have  heard  of.  The  details 
of  these  exploits  have  not  yet  reached  us;  but  the 
facts  shall  be  recorded  to  the  honor  of  the  concerned. 

The  Washington  City  Gazette  pointedly  intimates, 
that  the  flour  and  tobacco  carried  off  by  the  British 
from  Alexandria,  was  actually  sold  to  them  by  the 
merchants. 

Commodore  Porter  hoisted  a large  flag  over  his 
battery,  on  which  was  inscribed  in  sufficiently  legible 
characters  “free  trade  and  sailors’  rights.”  Who 
does  not  echo  the  sentiment?  The  gallant  captain 
Creighton  was  his  second. 

The  misfortune  was,  that  the  artillery  that  could 
be  collected  for  the  sudden  occasion,  were  too  light- 
Rodgers'  and  Porter's  crews  are  now  at  Baltimore. 

CHRONICLE. 

The  duke  of  Wellington  has  arrived  in  England,- 
and  was  received  with  great  shouts  by  the  people* 
The  garrison  at  Strasburg  refused  to  mount  the 
■ white  [Bourbon]  cockade;  a tumult  ensued,  and  se- 
veral lives  were  lost.  At  Lyons,  affairs  are  report- 
ed to  be  unsettled,  and  many  hints  are  held  out  as 
though  another  revolution  was  brewing  in  France. 
It  is  stated  that  the  French  army  was  collecting* 
that  they  considered  Austria  as  the  cause  of  their 
degradation,  and  were  clamorous  for  a war  with 
that  power.  They  speak  with  enthusiasm  of  their 
former  successes,  and  it  was  thought  would  force 
Louis  into  a contest.  The  French  parliament  is  in 
session.  The  king  of  Prussia  had  arrived  at  Paris, 
incog.  In  Spain  4000  arrests  had  taken  place  since 
the  return  of  ungrateful  Ferdinand.  A London  pa- 
per of  July  7,  says — There  appears  to  have  been  a 
serious  disturbance  at  Madrid.  The  king  sudden- 
j ly  left  the  Capitol  in  the  middle  of  the  night  on  the 
1 19th  ult.  and  the  stone  upon  which  the  constitution- 
al inscription  had  been  engraved,  was  torn  from  its 
'place,  and  two  other  inscriptions  substituted. — 
i The  next  day  the  statue  of  Ferdinand  was  placed 
upon  the  same  spot,  and  we  infer  that  it  gave  rise 
to  insurrection  on  the  part  of  those  favorable  to  the 
constitution.  However,  they  are  said  to  be  put 
down,  and  the  most  mucinous  arrested.  The  king 
seems  to  have  been  very  ill  advised  since  his  return.- 

A part  of  Wellington' s army  is  to  be  stationed  in 
the  Netherlands.  The  Swedes  have  been  repulsed 
in  an  attempt  to  invade  Mrway,  which,  however,  it 
is  intimated,  will  be  given  up  to  them.  The  Bri- 
tish have  lately  taken  several  Norwegian  vessels  and 
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sent  them  to  Sweden.  The  princess  of  Borghese,  the  price  of  labor  is  considerably  reduced  in  this 


country  (England)  we  shall  be  utterly  unable  to  enter 
into  a competition  with  the  continent. 


one  of  Bonaparte’s  sisters,  1ms  arrived  at  Elba. — 

Ireland  continues  in  a disturbed  state;  a new  bill 
is  before  Parliament:  the  object  of  this  bill  was  to 
re-enact  some  of  the  provision's  of  the  Insurrection 
act  of  1796.  The  Princess  of  Wales  is  to  have  a 
separate  establishment  of  .35,000  pounds  per  annum. 

The  allied  sovereigns  had  left  England  A con- 
gress of  kings,  it  is  said,  is  to  be’  held  at  Vienna. 

It  does  not  appear  that  th6  Spaniards  are  on  tiie 
best  terms  with  .the  British,  as  to  their  expeditions 
to  Florida — See  page  11. 

The  Charleston  Courier  of  Aug.  29,  says — There 
had  been  a late  arrival  at  II  vanna  from  Old  Spain; 
but  the  news  she  brought  was  not  allowed  to  trans- 
pire. It.  was  whispered  that  there  had  been  commo- 
tions in  Spain,  and  th  t the  people  were  greatly  dis- 
satisfied with  the  recent,  conduct  of  Ferdinand. 

Tlie  Philadelphia  Democratic  Press  has  the  fol- 
lowing— Captain  Pitncr*  of  the  schr  Jane,  arrived 
this  day  from  Matanzas;  he  heard  at  Cuba,  a few 
days  before  he  sailed,  that  the  news  had  come  down 
•from  St.  Thomas’s,  that  Spain  had  declared  U nr 
against  England.  Cop  tain  Pitner  has  been  only  8 
days  on  his  passage;  he  further  ados,  that  the  news 
was  generally  believed.  We  hope  it  is  true! 

The  count  De  La  Chatre  is  tire  French  ambassa- 
dor in  England. 

Tlie  king  of  France  has  presented  to  the  Cham- 
ber of  deputies  a law  on  the  Liberty  of  the  Press. 

Louis  XVIII  appears  not  to  be  in  good  health,  and 
is  using  baths  at  tlie  Thuilleries. 

• Gen.  Rapp,  and  the  other  French  generals  who  bv  the  Harrison  of  Baltimore,  divested  of  goods  to 
Were  of  the  garrison  of  Dintzic,  have  sent  from  Rus-  the  value  of  «£58,OOQ  sterling,  and  given  up  or  des* 
sia  their  adherence  to  Louis  XVIII.  troyed. 

From  the  London  Jllorning  Herald  of  Ju.hf  35. — The  1110.  Schooner , with  a large  amount  of  spe- 

infraction  of  the  matrimonial  engagement  between  jcieou  board,  captured  by  ditto,  and  manned  for  the 
the  Princess  Charlotte  and  tlie  Prince  of  Orange  has  United  States. 

been  promulgated  with  too  much  assiduity  by  oppo- 1 (£/The  Harrison  has  arrived  at  Savannah  with 
sition  to  require  any  longer  coitcealment  of  the  f'Ct.jher  rich  spoils. 

The  party  have  too  well  succeeded  in  impressing  1111.  Brig  Betsey,  with  a cargo  of  fish,  from 
her  royal  highness  with  the  atrociohs  idea,  that  her  j Newfoundland,  for  Earbadocs  sent  into  Boston,  by 
banishment  from  England  was  tlie  secret  object  of  tlie  York  of  Baltimore. 

this  union.  She  was  advised,  therefore,  to  demand  1112.  Shin  Alfred,  ballast,  sent  into  a southern 
security  “by  a clause  in  the  marriage  contract,  that  port  by  the  Harpeyof  Balt  imore, 
she  was  hot  to  leave  England,  without  her  .own  con-  1113.  Ship  Antonia  under  Russian  colors,  from 
sent,  for  any  time  whatever.”  To  this  the  royal  lo-  Lisbon  for  St..  Michaels,  laden  with  dry  goods,  bran 


American  Prizes. 

MONTHLY  LIST — CONTINUED  FROM  VOL.  VI. 

The  wind*  ami  seas  are  Britain's  wide  <lomnfn, 

And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission  spreads  !’’ 

British  Naval  Regt  stem 

1*  98.  Brig , from  Madeira  for  Liverpool,  N.  S. 

captured  by  the  Rambler  of  Boston,  on  her  way  to 
Canton,  divested  of  SO  or  90  casks  of  wine,  and  giv- 
en up. 

1099,  1100.  A brigand  a schooner  captured  by 
the  lute  U S.  brig  Rattlesnake  and  sunk. 

1101.  Brig  Fortitude,  from  Rio  Janeiro,  with  a 
great  cargo  of  hides,  coffee,  dve-wood,  See.  sent  in- 
to Union  river,  Maine,  by  the  Surprizs  of  Baltimore. 

1102.  Schooner  George  Canning,  from  Spain  for 
England,  laden  with  Merino  wool  and  fruit,  cap- 
tured by  the  Gen.  Armstrong  of  New  York,  and  sent 
into  Thomastown. 

1103.  Ship  Pizarro,  from  Liverpool  for  Amelia 
Island,  with  dry  goods,  crates,  copper  and  salt,  sent 
into  Savannah  by  the  Midas  of  Baltimore. 

1104.  Brig  Espiranzn,  from  Amelia  for  Havanns, 
with  cotton,  rice  and  flour,  sent  into  ditto  bv  ditto. 

11 05.  Brig  Elsinore,  from  Turks  Island  lor  Ame- 
lia, -with  sale,  sent  into  ditto  by  ditto. 

1106.  lior.  1108,  1L9.  Ship  Julia,  brig  Mary 
Ann,  schooners  John  Duncan  and  Louisa,  captured 


ver  could  but  pledge  his  honor,  that  after  introduc- 
ing her  to  his  nation,  he  would  immediately  recon- 
vey bet-  back;  but  this  she  was  told  would  give  no 
security  at  all,  and  therefore  she  was  directed  to 
write  a letter  to  the  Prince  Regent  and  Queen,  rc- 


dy,  and  some  hard  ware  and  crockery,  sent  into 
ditto  by  ditto. 

1114,  1115.  Two  brigs  in  ballast,  captured  by  dit- 
to and  burnt. 

1116.  Schooner  Henry,  with  a cargo  of  fish,  from 


flouncing  the  intended  union  (of  which  die  party  | Halifax,  captured  by  the  Saratoga,  of  Xew-York 


had  the  first  copy,  if  not  the  original)  and  also  ano 
ther,  containing  similar  sentiments,  to  her  discard- 
ed lover,  who  in  consequence  immediately  embark- 
ed for  Holland,  in  that  state  of  mind  which  viola- 
ted affection,  and  wounded  honor,  must  naturally 
have  excited!” 


(then  4 days  out)  and  sent  into  New-Bedford. 

1117.  Packet captured  bv  the  Ilarpev  of 


Baltimore,  and  divested  of  10,000$.  The  Harpey  has 
arrived  at  an  eastern  port.  This  vessel  was  the  Prin- 
cess Elizabeth,  8 guns  (two  long  brass  9’s  &c.  9, 
i 12  lb.  gunnades)  and  28  men,  taken  after  a warm  de- 
JMont-reul , Aug.  6. — The  restoration  lo  France  of ( fence,  in  which  she  had  some  killed  and  wounded 


the  right  of  fishing  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland 
appears  impolitic,  unless,  however,  some  stipulation 
h's  been  entered  into  by  die  contracting  parties, 
which  Will  in  future  exclude  any  preteusions  of  the 
Americans  to  trouble  those  Waters  on  any  pretext. 
There  is  great  consolation,  happen  what  will, in  know- 
ing that  Talleyrand  is  in  principle  an  avowed  enemy 
to  the  American  republic,  and  ail  the  members  of  the 
administration.  There  is  reason  to  think  that,  by. 
being  liberal  to  France,  she  in  her  turn,  will  be  ge- 
nerous in  aiding  to  crushthe  Eighteen  Headed  Hydra, 
standing  between  the  Atlantic  and  Mississippi 
French  manufactures. — A London  paper  of  June  4, 
men  i ioned  samples  of  manufactures  brought  into  Eng- 
land from  France  arid  Switzerland,  and  sajs — “uniesa 


and  was  much,  cut  up.  She  had  on  board  a Turkish 
ambassador  for  England;  an  aid  to  a British  gene- 
ral; and  the  2d  officer  of  a 74.  She  was  ransomed 
for  2,060  after  taking  from  her  the  specie,  and  her 
two  brass,  and  two  other  guns  (tlie  rest  being  thrown 
overboard)  five  pipes  of  wine.  See.  The  privateer 
had  one  man  killed. 

1118.  Ship  Hero  from  Newfoundland,  with  4,33  > 
quintals  of  cod  fish,  sent  into  Hyannis,  by  the  Ida  of 
Boston. 

1119.  East  lndia  company’s  ship  Countess  of  Ilaiv 
court,  520  tons  6 heavy  guns  and  90  men;  outward 
bound,  laden  with  dry -goods,  brandy,  rum,  gin,  &c. 
&c.  sep .mated  from  the  fleet  in  a gale,  and  captured 
m the  British  channel  by  fits  Sab  rue  ef  Baltimore,, and 
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sent  into  a southern  port.  This  is  the  first  British 
Indiamen  that  has  visited  us  for  many  years.  We 
should  like  to  have  a few  dozen  more  of  them! 

1120. '  **  His  majesty’s”  packet,  the  cutter  Land- 
raile,  — guns,  33  men,  captured  after  a hard  battle 
in  the  British  channel,  by  the  Syren  of  Baltimore, 
divested,  &.c.  and  the  prisoners  brought  to  N elf- York. 

1121,  1122,  Two  brigs  captured  by  the  same;  one 
burnt  the  other  released,  being  divested,  &c. 

1123,  1124,  1125,  1126,.  11 27,  1128,  1129,  1130, 
1131,  1132,  It 33,  1134, 1135, 1136;  fourteen  enemy 
vessels,  captured  in  the  British  channel  by  the  Go- 
vernor Tompkins  of  New- York  (chiefly  owned  in 
Baltimore,)  divested  of  their  valuable  articles,  and 
burnt.  The  privateer  had  also  taken  six  other  prizes. 
We  hope  to  hear  further  of  them. 

1 137.  lfyig  Betsey  and  Mary,  from  Spain  for  Lon- 
; don,  with*  wool,  &c.  captured  by  the  Kemp  of  Balti- 
more, divested  of  105  bales  merino  wool,  and  burnt. 

1138.  Strip  Calypso,  under  Swedish  colors,  with 
1 hitch  papers,  captured  by  the  same,  divested  of  sortie 
part  of  her  cargo  and  permitted  to  proceed. 

1139.  Brig  Caledonia,  from  Bordeaux  for  Lisbon, 
also  under  Swedish  colors,  but  with  British  papers 
captured  by  the  same,  divested  of  30  bales  of  dry- 
goods and  3000$- in  specie  belonging  to  the  paymaster 
of  tire  41st  regiment '(who  was  paroled)  and  suffered 
to  proceed. 

1146.  Brig  New-Frederick  from  Smyrna  for  Hull, 
captured  by  the  same,  and  out  of  humanity  to  an  Ita^ 
lian  lady,  permitted  to  proceed,  after  divesting  her 
of  some  articles. 

Qfj’The  Kemp  has  arrived  at  North  Carolina  from 
Nantz,  where  she  completed  her  cargo,  which  is  ex- 
ceedingly valuable.  She  sailed  as  a letter  of  marque. 

1141.  Schooner  Contract,  laden  with  salt,  sent  into 
North  Carolina  by  the  Roger  of  Norfork. 

1142.  “ His  majesty’s”  transport  brig  Doris,  No.; 
650,  captured  by  th-  Grampus  of  Baltimore,  sent  into 
Marblehead.  The  Doris  was  from  Senegal  bound  to 
Portsmouth;  and  had  on  board  30  or  40  soldiers;  also 
two  elegant  horses,  one  hyena,  two  jackalls.  See. 
prejtehts  for  the  prince  Regent. 

1143.  1144.  Shi.p  Hop  pet,  and  brig  Eliza,  from 
Amelia  bound  to  England  with  cotton,  sent  into  Sa- 
vannah by  the  Saucy  Jack  of  Charleston. 

1145,  1146.  Two  merchantmen  captured  by  the 
United  States  brig  Syren,  and  burnt.  Particulars 
not  yet  known. 

1148.  “ His  majesty’s”  brig  Melville , 14  guns, 
laden  with  valuable  stores,  cliased  ashore  on  kke 
Ontario  and  destroyed. 


POSTCRIPT. 


pieces  of  artillery.  Of  this  force.  400  are  said  to 
be  Indians,  and  1 or  200  dragoons.  It.  is  believed 
they  design,  to  attack  this  place.  Major  Appling, 
With  his  corps,  are  in  Ch  izy.  An  express  who  came 
in  this  morning,  has  furnished  us  with  the  follow 
ing  copy  of  a 

BRIGADE  GENT.ItAL  ORDER. 

Camp,  near  Odelloivn,  Aug.  30. 

Major-general  Brisbane  having  received  instruc- 
tions to  advance  with  the  troops  under  his  command 
into  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  avails  him- 
self of  the  opportunity  of  requesting  that  command- 
ing officers  will  use  every  exertion  to  maintain  the 
•strictest  discipline  in  the  troops  under  their  com- 
mand; and  he  holds  them  responsible  that  in  every 
instance  where  a complaint  is  made  to  him  of  any 
injury  sustained  by  tire  inhabitants,  that  lie  will  see 
them  redressed,  and  whatever  damage  is  done,  is. 
instantly  to  be  paid  for,  and  charged  against  those 
concerned;  and  Where  this  cannot  be  ascertained,  to 
the  corps  in  general,  so  that  unoffending  people 
may  not  be  sufferers. 

On  taking  the  necessary  precaution  against  indivi- 
duals who  may  so  far  forget  what  is  due  to  them- 
selves and  their  country  as  to  commit  plunder  or  vio- 
lence, the  major-general  is  at  the  same  time  fully 
convinced,  that  almost  the  whole  of  the  troops  are 
determined  that  their  conduct  shall  not  bring  dis- 
grace on  the  British  name;  he  therefore  calls  upon 
them  to  discover  those  who  may  be  guilty  of  any  act 
of  plunder  or  oppression,  that  they  may  be  brought 
to  the  punishment  they  merit,  and  the  soldiers  must 
soon  find  that  such  a line  of  conduct  will  add  much 
to  theh’  comforts,  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
finding  they  are  properly  treated  and  protected, 
will  bring  evgry  article  requisite  into  the  camp; 
for  those  who  remain  quiet  in  their  houses  are 
not  in  the  smallest  degree  to  be  molested  nor  their 
property  taken  from  tliem, without  their  full  consent, 
and  its  bemg  paid  for,  as  it  is  not  against  such  per- 
sons that  Great  Britain  makes  war;  but  against  the 
government,  whose  folly  and  ambition  has  brought 
the  miseries  of  war  into  their  country,  and  the  army 
and  individuals  in  arms  in  support  of  such  a govern- 
ment. 

The  major-general  commanding  has  requested  the 
magistrates  of  the  country  to  explain  to  the  people 
his  object  and  determination  on  entering  the  Ameri- 
can territory,  and  he  trusts  that  the  conduct  of  the 
soldiers  will  be  such  as  to  reflect  no  shade  of  dishonor 
on  their  country, 

By  command  of  major-general  Brisbane. 

JAMES  CAMPBELL,  major  of  brigade. 


Our  latest  accounts  from  below  assure  us  of  the 
fact  that  the  enemy’s  force  has  gone  down  the  bay. 
Perhaps,  to  return  with  a strong  southerly  wind,  the 
more  unexpectedly. 

The  National  Intelligencer  of  yesterday  contains 
another  letter  from  colonel  Crog'han.  He  landed  at 
the  Nautauwasaga  (which  empties  into  lake  Huron, 
and  is  the  line  of  communication  with  York,  3tc.) 
where  he  found  the  enemy’s  schooner,  the  Nancy, 
under  the  protection  of  a block-house.  He  opened  a 
fire  with  some  howitzers,  and  in  a little  while  he 
blew  up  the  block-house — the  flames  communicated 
to  the  schooner  and  she  was  also  destroyed.  She  was 
was  laden  with  stores  for  Michillimackinac.  The 
colonel  has  returned  to  Detroit, 

FHOX  THE  REPUB  LTCAIT. 

Plattsburgh,  September  1 — I j o'clock  A.  M. — The 
enemy’s  forces  have  advanced  into  our  country — • 
they  last  night  encamped  near  Champlain.  Their 
force  is  represented  at  5,000 — eighteen  or  twenty 


The  president  of  the  United  States  has  confered 
brevet  rank  on  the  following  officers  for  their  distin- 
guished gallantry  in  the  battle  of  July  25th  : 

Coi.J.  Miller,  of  the  21sl  infantry,  brigadier-ge- 
neral. 

Major  W.  M‘Ree,  engineers,  lieutenant-colonel. 

Major  E.  D.  Wood,  engineers,  lieutenant-colonel 


02/’  We  have  missed  to  publish  one  number?  it 
shall  be  made  up  with  all  diligence.  If  the  enemy 
does  not  disturb  us,  we  shall  publish  regularly  here- 
after, and  also  issue  the  index  for  the  6th  volume, 
probably  next  week. 

Though  this  paper  is  crowded  with  matter  of 
great  interest,  a very  unsual  body  of  important  things 
lies  over;  and  some  are  noted  very  briefly  that  shall 
be  given  in  detail  hereafter.  Pressed  as  we  haYe 
been,  we  are  happy  to  do  as  well  we  have, , 
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I I me  olim  meminisse  juvabit. — Vitigil. 


Printed  and  published  by  H.  Niles,  South-st.  next  uoor  to  the  Merchants’  Coffee  House,  at  £>5  per  aim 


Baltimore,  September  21,  1814. 

Being  disturbed  by  the  enemy,  and  having  every 
person  in  the  office,  a small  boy  excepted,  under 
arms,  last  Saturday  passed  without  a publication  of 
the  Weekly  Register.  We  shall  bring  up  the  now 
trjo  wanting  numbers  as  fast  as  we  can,  Without  re- 
gard to  particular  days  of  publication,  until  we  get 
into  regularity  of  time,  with  our  work.  The  pres- 
sure of  important  matter  is  a particular  inducement 
to  this  mode  of  proceeding  at  this  time;  and  the 
index  for  the  6th  volume  will  be  a little  delayed  for 
the  purpose  of  speedily  laying  many  documents  and 
facts  before  our  readers. 

As  the  “events  of  the  war”  thicken,  the  utility  of 
such  a record  as  this  becomes  the  more  manifest. 
By  copious  details  and  methodical  arrangement  we 
shall  exert  ourselves  to  meet  the  expectation  of 
our  patrons  and  friends. 

The  preseent  number  contains  an  account  of  four 
glorious  events — the  defeat  of  the  British  at  fort 
Erie,  at  Plattsburg , and  Baltimore , and  the  capture 
of  their  -whole  jleet  on  Champlain.  “Te  Ileum  lauda- 
trivsl” 


Official  Articles. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  vice-admiral  Cochrane  to  Mr. 

Monroe. 

Ilis  Britarmic  majesty's  ship,  the  Tonnanr, 

iu  the  Patuxent  river,  18th  August,  1814. 
sin-Having  been  called  upon  by  the  governor 
general  of  the  Canadas  to  aid  him  in  carrying  into 
effect  measures  of  retaliation  against  the'inhabitants 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  wanton  destruction  com- 
mitted by  their  army  in  Upper  Canada,  it  has  be- 
come imperiously  my  duty,  conformably  with  the 
nature  of  the  governor  general’s  application,  to  issue 
to  the  naval  force  under  my  command,  an  order  to 
destroy  and  lay  waste  such  towns  and  districts  upon 
the  coast,  as  may  be  found  assailable. 

I had  hoped  that  this  contest  would  have  termi- 
nated, without  my  being  obliged  to  resort  to  severi- 
ties which  are  contrary  to  the  Usage  of  civilized 
Warfare,  and  as  it  has  been  with  extreme  reluctance 
and  concern  that  I have  found  myself  compelled  to 
adopt  this  system  of  devastation,  1 shall  be  equally 
gratified  if  the  conduct  of  the  executive  of +he  Uni- 
ted States  will  authorise  my  staying  such  proceed- 
ings, by  making  reparation  to  the  suffering  inhabi- 
tants of  Upper  Canada:  thereby  manifesting  that  if 
the  destructive  measures  pursued  by  their  army  were  : 
never  sanctioned,  they  will  no  longer  be  permitted  by 
the  government. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  much  considera- 
tion, your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

(Signed)  ALEX.  COCHRANE,  ■ 
Vice-admiral  and  commander  in  chief  cf  his  Britan- 
nic majesty* s ships  and  vessels  upon  the  JV.  Ame- 
rican station. 

The  honorable  James  Monroe,  secretary  of  state,  &c. 
8tc.  &c.  Washington. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Monroe  to  sir  Alexander 
Cochrane,  vice  admiral,  &c.  &c. 

Department  iof  state,  Stptember  6,  1814. 
sir — I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter 
of  the  18th  of  August,  stating,  that  having  been 

vol.  viir 


called  on  by  the  governor  general  of  the  Canadas,  to 
aid  him  in  carrying  into  effect  measures  of  retalia- 
tion against  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  wanton  desolation  committed  by  their  army  in 
Upper  Canada,  it  has  become  your  duty,  conformably 
with  the  nature  of  the  governor  general’s  application, 
to  issue  to  the  naval  force  under  your  command,  an 
order  to  destroy  and  lay  waste  sucii  towns  and  dis- 
tricts upon  the  Coast  as  may  be  found  assailable. 

It  is  seen  with  the  greatest  stirpi  ise,  that  this  sys- 
tem of  devastation  which  has  been  practised  by  the 
British  forces,  so  manifestly  contrary  to  the  usage  of 
civilized  Warfare,  is  placed  by  you  on  t he  ground  of 
retaliation.  No  sooner  were  the  United  States  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  war  against  Great  Britain,  ijian 
they  resolved  to  wage  it  in  a manner  most  consonant 
to  the  principles  of  humanity,  and  to  those  friendly 
relations  which  it  was  desirable  to  preserve  between 
the  two  nations,  after  the  restoration  of  peace.  They 
perceived  however  with  the  deepest  regret  that  a 
spirit  alike  just  and  humane  was  neither  cherished 
nor  acted  on  by  your  government.  Such  an  asser- 
tion would  not  he  hazarded,  if  it  was  not  supported 
by  facts,  the' proof  of  which  has  perhaps  already  cat*- 
ried  the  same  conviction  to  other  nations  that  it  has* 
to  the  people  of  these  states.  Without  dwelling  on 
the  deplorable  cruellies  committed  by  the  savages  in 
the  British  ranks,  and  in  British  pay,  on  American, 
prisoners  at  the  river  Raisin,  which  to  this  day  have 
never  been  disavowed  or  atoned,  I refer,  as  more  im- 
mediately connected  with  the  subject  of  your  letter, 
to  the  wanton  desolation  that  was  committed,  at. 
Havre-de-grace,and  at  George  town, early  in  the  Spring 
1813.  These  villages  were  burnt  and  ravaged  by  the 
naval  forces  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  ruin  of  their  un- 
armed inhabitants,  who  saw  with  astonishment  that 
they  derived  no  protection  to  their  property  from  the 
laws  of  war.  During  the  same  season,  scenes  of  in- 
vasion and  pillage,  carried  on  under  the  same  autho- 
rity, were  witnessed  all  along  the  waters  of  the  Che- 
sapeake, to  an  extent  inflicting  the  most  serious  pri- 
vate distress,  and  under  circumstanoes  that  justified 
the  suspicion,  that  revenge  and  cupidity,  rather  than 
the  manly  motives  that  should  dictate  the  hostility  of 
the  high  minded  foe,  led  to  their  perpetration.  The 
late  destruction  of  the  houses  of  the  government  in 
this  city  is  another  act  whioh  comes  necessarily  in 
view.  In  the  wars  of  modern  Europe,  no  examples 
of  the  kind,  even  among  nations  the  most  hostile  to 
each  other,  can  be  traced.  In  the  course  often  years 
past,  the  capitals  of  the  principal  powers  of  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe  have  been  conquered,  and  occupied 
alternately  by  the  victorious  armies  of  each  other, 
and  no  instanee  of  such  wanton  and  unjustifiable  des- 
truction has  been  seen.-  AVe  must  go  back  to  dis- 
tant and  barbarous  ages,  to  find  a parallel  fo,r  the 
acts  of  which  I complain. 

Although  these  acts  of  desolation  invited,  if  they 
did  not  impose  on  the  government  the  necessity  of 
retaliation,  yet  in  no  instance  lias  it  been  authorised. 
The  burning  of  the  village  of  Newark  in  Upper  Ca- 
nada, posterior  to  the  early  outrages  above  enume- 
rated, was  not  executed  on  that  principle.  The  vil- 
lage of  Newark  adjoined  fort  George,  and  its  des- 
truction was  justified  by  the  officer  who  ordered  it- 
on  the  ground  that  H became  necessary  in  the  ffiTJj, 
B ' ' * 
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tary  operations  there.  The  act  however  was  disa- 
vowed by  live  government.  The  burning  which  took 
place  at  Long  Ptyint  was  unauthorised  by  the  go- 
vernment, and  the  conduct  of  the  officer  subjected 
to  the  investigation  of  a military  tribunal.  For  the 
burning  at  St.  David’s,  committed  by  stragglers,  the 
officer  who  commanded  in  that  quarter  was  dismis- 
sed without  a trial,  for  not  preventing  it. 

1 am  commanded  by  the  president  distinctly  to 
state,  that  it  as  little  comports  with  any  orders  which 
have  been  issued  to  the  military  and  naval  command- 
ers of  the  United  States,  as  it  does  with  the  establish- 
ed and  known  humanity  of  the  American  nation,  to 
pursue  a system  which  it  appears  you  have  adopted. 
This  government  owes  it  to  itself,  to  the  principles 
which  it  has  ever  held. sacred,  to  disavow,  as  justly 
changeable  to  it,  any  such  wanton,  cruel  and  unjusti- 
fiable warfare. 

Whatever  unauthorised  irregularity  may  have  been 
committed  by  any  of  its  troops,  it  would  have  been 
ready,  acting  on  these  principles  of  sacred  and  eter- 
nal obligation,  to  disavow,  and  as  far  as  might  be 
practicable,  to  repair.  But  in  the  plan  of  desolating 
warfare  which  your  letter  so  explicitly  makes  known, 
and  which  is  attempted  to  be  excused  on  a plea  so 
utterly  groundless,  the  president  perceives  a spirit 
of  deep  rooted  hostility,  which,  without  the  evidence 
of  such  facts,  he  could  nut  have  believed  existed,  or 
would  have  been  carried  to  such  an  extremity. 

For  tlie  reparation  of  injuries,  of  whatever  nature 
they  may  be,  not  sanctioned  by  the  law  of  nations, 
which  the  military  or  naval  force  of  either  power 
may  have  committed,  against  the  other,  this  go- 
vernment will  always  be  ready  to  enter  into  recipro- 
cal arrangements,  it.  is  presumed  that  your  govern- 
ment will  neither  expect  nor  propose  any  which  are 
not  reciprocal. 

Should  3'our  government  adhere  to  a system  of  de- 
solation, so  contrary  to  the  views  and  practice  of  the 
United  States,  so  revolting  to  humanity,  and  repug- 
nant to  the  ssntiracnt  and  usages  of  tiie  civilized 
world,  whilst  it  will  be  seen  with  the  deepest  regret, 
it  must  and  will  be  met  with  a determination  and 
constancy  becoming  a free  people,  contending  in  a 
just  cause  for  their  essential  rights,  and  their  dearest 
interests. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  JAMES  MONROE. 

Vice  admiral  sir  Alexander  Cochrane , commander  in 

chief  of  II.  II.  JYL  ships  and  v essels,  &c. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

We  observe  it  mentioned  in  some  prints,  that  the 
late  letter  of  admiral  Cochrane  to  the  secretary  of 
state  was  received  before  the  enemy  entered  Wash- 
ington. This  is  not  so.  We  state  the  fact,  on  the 
most  unquestionable  authority,  that  it  did  not  arrive 
in  Washington  until  late  in  the  night  of  the  30th  of 
August,  and  that  it  was  not  received  by  the  secreta- 
ry of  state  until  the  morning  of  the  3lst. 

The  letter  was  dated  on  the  18th,  probably  the 
very  day  the  Tennant  arrived  in  the  Patuxent.  It 
affects  to  give  previous  notice  of  an  intention  to  des- 
troy and  lay  waste  our  towns,  and  yet  is  not  even 
se-.t  of  (although  antedated)  until  after  this  pur- 
pose has  been  accomplished  at  Washington.  This  is 
a very  pretty  little  triclc  played  off  bv  the  vice-admi- 
ral in  his  first  essay  at  diplomatic  correspondence 
and  we  doubt  not  has  been  matter  of  pleasant  chuck- 
ling between  himself  and  friend,  that  accomplished 
and  high  bred  gentleman  admiral  George  Cockburn. 
ft  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  a near  blood  relation  of 
Bye  vice-admiral’s  has  lately  been  convicted  in  Eng- 
land and  sentenced  to  the  pillory  for  a deception 


practised  upon  the  public  there.  The  vice  appears 
to  run  through  the  family. 


Copy  of  a letter  from  licut.  col  Croghan  to  brig,  gen- 
Jyl1  Arthur,  commanding  8th  militaiy  district , dated. 

Detroit,  August  23,  1814. 

Drzn  sjii — I communicated  in  my  report  of  the 
11th  inst.  my  intention  of  continuing  on  l;.ke  Huron 
witli  three  companies,  for  the  purpose  of  breaking 
up  any  depots  which  the  enemy  might  have  on  the 
east  side  of  the  lake. 

We  were  fortunate  in  learning  that  the  only  line  of 
communication  from  York  to  Mackinaw,  &c.  was 
by  the  way  of  lake  Simcoe  and  Nautauwasaga  river, 
which  empties  into  lake  Huron  about  100  miles  S.  E. 
of  Cabot’s  Head.  To  that  river,  therefore,  our 
course  was  directed,  in  hope  of  finding  the  enemy’s 
schr.  Nancy  which  was  thought  to  be  in  that  quarter. 
On  the  13th  inst.  the  Sect  anchored  off  the  mouth 
of  that  river,  and  my  troops  were  quickly  disem- 
barked on  the  peninsula  formed  between  the  river 
and  lake  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  a camp. 

On  reconnoitering  the  position  thus  taken,  it  was 
discovered  that  the  schooner  Nancy  was  drawn  up 
in  the  river  a few  hundred  yards  above  us,  under 
cover  of  a block-house,  erected  on  a commanding 
situation  on  the  opposite  shore. 

Having  landed  with  nothing  larger  than  4 pound- 
ers, and  it  being  now  too  late  in  the  evening  to  es- 
tablish a battery  of  heavy  guns,  I determined  on  re- 
maining silent  until  I could  be  enabled  to  open  with 
effect. 

On  the  following  morning  a fire  for  a few  minutes 
was  kept  up  by  the  shipping  upon  the  block-house, 
but  with  little  effect,  as  the  direction  towards  it  only 
could  be  given,  a thin  wood  intervening  to  obscure 
the  view.  About  12  o’clock  two  howitzers  (an  8 1-2 
and  5 1-2  inch)  being  placed  within  a few  hundred 
yards  of  the  block-house,  commenced  a fire  which 
lasted  but  a few  minutes,  when  the  house  blew  upr 
at  the  same  time  communicated  the  fire  to  the  Nancy 
which  was  quickly  so  enveloped  in  flames,  as  to  ren- 
der any  attempts  which  might  have  been  made  to 
save  her  unavailing.  My  first  impression  on  seeing 
the  explosion  was,  that  the  enemy,  after  having  spik- 
ed his  guns,  had  set  fire  to  the  magazine  himself ; 
but  upon  examination  it  was  found  to  have  been  oc- 
casioned by  the  bursting  of  one  of  our  shells  ; which* 
firing  some  combustible  matter  near  the  magazine, 
gave  the  enemy  but  barely  time  to  escape  before  the 
explosion  took  place.  The  commodore  secured  and 
brought  off  the  guns  which  were  mounted  within 
the  block-house  (two  24  pound  carronades  and  one 
long  6 pounder,)  together  with  some  rouud  shot, 
grape  and  cannister.  The  enemy  will  feel  sensibly 
the  loss  of  the  Nancy,  her  cargo  consisting  (at  the 
time  of  her  being  on  fire)  of  several  hundred  barrels- 
of  provisions,  intended  as  a six  months  supply  for 
the  garrison  at  Mackinac. 

Having  executed  (so  far  as  my  force  could  effect) 
the  orders  of  the  2d  of  June,  given  me  by  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  1 left  Nautauwasaga  on  the  l5tfir 
and  arrived  on  the  21st  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  St 
Clair  with  my  whole  force  except  a few  soldiers  of 
the  17th  infantry,  who  were  left  as  marines  on  board 
two  small  vessels,  which  still  continue  to  cruize  on 
that  lake. 

I am,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient- 
humble  servant, 

GEORGE  CROC  HAN, 

Lieut,  col.  2d  rifle  rcgV 

Brig.  gen.  I).  Me  Arthur, 

commiindng  8th  military  district. 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— EVENfS  OF  TIIE  WAR. 


BATTLE  OF  FORT  ERIE.  almost  empty.  It  blew  up  with  an  explosion  more1 

Copies  letters  from  brigadier  general  Gaines  to  the  lawful  in  appearance  than  injurious  in  its  effects,  as 

secretary  of  war,  dated  jit  did  not  disable  a man  or  derange  a gun.  It  cc» 

Head-quarters,  Fori  Erie,  U.  C.  August  23,  1814.'  casioned  but  a momentary  Cessation  of  the  thunders 
siu— Loss  of  sleep  and  constant  exposure  to  the  of  the  artillery  on  both  sides;  it  was  followed  by  & 
weather  in  its  various  changes,  gave  me  some  days  loud  and  joyous  shout  by  the  British  army,  which 
ago  a violent  cold,  which  has  put  it  out  of  my  own  | was  instantly  returned  on  our  part,  and  captain  Wil- 
power  to  do  anything  more  than  the  state  of  the , liams  amidst  the  smoke  of  the  explosion  renewed 
service  here  rendered  absolutely  indispensable.  the  contest  by  an  animated  roar  of  his  heavy  cannon. 
Hence  my  apology  for  delaying  until  this  day  my  re-  From  the  supposed  los3  of  our  ammunition,  ar.d 
port  of  the  battle  of  the  15th  inst.  j the  consequent  depression  such  an  event  was  likely 

General  Drummond  is  quietly  engaged  in  collect-  to  produce  upon  the  minds  of  our  men,  1 felt  persuade 
ing  his  reinforcements.  His  camp  appears  to  be  for- 1 ed  that  this  explosion  Would  lead  the  enemy  to  as- 
tified.  I attempted  to  look  at  it  a few  days  past,  | satilt,  and  made  my  arrangements  accordingly.  Tire 
and  it  cost  me  a fine  young  officer,  lieutenant  Yates  annexed  paper  No.  1.  is  a copy  of  liefttetiant  general 
of  the  4th  rifle  regiment,  killed,  and  lieutenant : Drummond’s  order  and  plan  of  attack, 

Kearsley  of  that  excellent  corps,  with  lieutenant  j _ The  night  was  dark  and  the  early  part  of  it  rain  - 
Childs  of  the  9th,  wounded,  with  the  loss  of  some;  ing,  but  the  faithful  centinel  'slept  not;  one  third  ox 
two  or  three  privates  killed  and  five  or  six  wounded,  j the  troops  were  up  at  their  posts.  At  half  post  'J 
The  loss  of  the  enemy  1 was  unable  to  ascertain.  lie  j o’clock  the  right  column  of  «he  enemy  approached 
■would  not  leave  his  defences,  and  I did  not  think  fit  j and  though  enveloped  in  darkness*  black  as  his  d£- 
to  leave  mine  at  all  exposed.  Several  deserters  say ; signs  and  principles,  was  distinctly  heard  on  our  left 
that  the  6th  and  82nd  regiments  arrived  last  night,  j and  promptly  marked  by  our  musqudlry  under  major* 
If  this  he  true  their  strength  is  about  the  same  as  it  j Wood  and  cannon  under  captain  ToWson.  Being 
was  before  the  battle  of  the  15th.  Their  colonel ; mounted  at  the  moment,  I repaired  to  the  point  of 
Scott  is  dead;  about  twenty  deserters  from  the  De|  attack,  where  the  sheet  of  fire  rolling  from  Towson's 
Watteville  regiment  and  some  few  from  other  corps ! battery  and  the  musquetry  of  the  left  Wing  of  th*5 
concur  in  the  report  that  their  loss  in  killed,  wounded  1 2lst  infantry  under  major  Wood,  enabled  me  to  sed 
and  missing  on  the  15th  was  upwards  of  a thousand.  * the  enemy’s  column  of  *bout  1500  men  approaching 
Your  obedient  servant,  on  that  point;  his  advance  was  not  checked  until  it 

E.  P.  GAINES,  brig.  gen.  commanding.  had  approached  within  ten  feet  of  our  infantry < A 
General  Armstrong , secretary  at  war.  j line  of  loose  brush  representing  an  abaitii  on!*  inter-* 

Head-quarters,  left  wing,  2d  division,  Fort  Erie,  V.  C.  vened;  a column  of  the  enemy  attempted  to  pas* 

August  , 1814.  I round  the  abaitis  through  the  water  where  it  was 
sin— I have  the  honor  to  communicate  for  the  in- j nearly  breast  deep.  Apprehending  that  this  point 


formation  of  the  department  of  war,  the  particulars 
of  the  battle  fought  at  *iiis  place  on  the  15th  inst. 
between  the  left  wing  of  the  2d  division  of  the  nor- 
thern army,  under  my  command,  and  the  British 


would  be  carried, I ordered  a detachment  of  riflemeii 
and  infantry  to  its  support,  but  having  met  with  the! 
gallant  commander  major  Wood,  was  assured  by  him 
that  he  could  defend  his  position  without  re  in  force- 


forces  in.  the  peninsula  of  Upper  Canada,  command- j meats.  At  this  moment  the  enemy  were  repulsed, 
by  lieutenant  general  Drummond,  which  terminated  'but  instantly  renewed  the  charge  and  were  again  re-* 
in  a signal  victory  in  favor  of  the  United  American  | pulsed.  My  attention  was  now  called  to  the  right, 
sums.  j where  our  batteries  and  lines  were  soon  lighted  by  a 

Our  position  on  the  margin  of  the  lake  at  the  en-  most  brilliant  fire  of  cannon  and  musquetry;  it  an- 
trance  of  the  Niagara  river,  being  nearly  a horizontal ! notmeed  the  approach  of  the  centre  and  left  column^ 
plain  twelve  to  fifteen  feet  above  the  surface  of  thejof  the  enemy,  under  colonels  Drummond  and  Bcottjf 
water,  possessing  few  natural  advantages,  had  been  j the  latter  was  received  by  the  veteran  9th  under  the* 
strengthened  in  front  by  temporary  parapet  breast- 1 command  of  captain  Foster,  and  captains  Brmrghfoi* 
works,  entrenchments  and  abattis,  with  two  batteries  j and  Harding’s  companies  of  New-Yovk  and  Penns;.  D 
and  six  field  pieces.  The  small  unfinished  fort,  Erie,  vania  volunteers,  aided  by  a six  pounder  judiciously 
with  a 24,  IS,  and  12  pounders,  forms  the  north-east,  {posted  by  major  M*Kee,  chief  engineer,  who  watf 
and  the  Douglass  battery,  with  an  18  and  6 pounder  I most  active  and  useful  at  this  point;  they  were  re- 
near the  edge  of  the  lake,  the  south-east  angle  of  our  j pulsed.  That  of  the  centre  led  by  colonel  Drummond 
right.  The  left  is  defended  by  a redoubt  battery  with  i was  not  long  kept  in  check;  it  approached  at  oned 
six  field  pieces  just  thrown  up  o*.  a small  ridge.  Our  j every  assailable  point  of  the  fort,  a:ul  with  scaling' 
rear  was  left  open  to  the  lake,  bordered  by  a rocky  j ladders  ascended  the  parapet,  but  was  repulsed  with 
shore  of  easy  ascent.  The  battery  o/i  the  left  was  dreadful  carnage.  The  assault  was  twice  repeated, 
defended  by  captain  Towson;  fort  Erie  by  captain  land  as  often  checked,  but  the  enemy  having  moved 
Williams,  with  major  Trimble’scommand  of  the  19th  'round  the  ditch  covered  by  darkness  added  to  the 
infantry;  the  batteries  on  the  front  of  captains  Bickile  ! heavy  cloud  of  smoke  which  had  rolled  from  our 
and  Fanning;  the  whole  of  the  artillery  commanded  (cannon  and  musquetry,  enveloping  surrounding  o!>- 


by  major  Hindman.  Parts  of  the  11th,  9th,  and  22d, ! jects,  repeated  the  charge,  re-ascended  the  ladders 


The 


ley’s  brigade,  consisting  of  the  2lst  and  23d,  defend-  j mough,  with  their  brave  men,  were  overcome, 
ed  the  left.  General  Porter’s  brigade  of  New -York  } two  former  and  several  of  tlfeir  men  received  deadly 


our  batteries,  without  any  considerable  loss  on  our 
part.  At  6 P.  M.  one  of  their  shells  lodcred  in  a' 


1 several  times  heard,  and  many  of  our  ofh  ers 
\h  lodged  in  a [heard,  orders  given  “ *6  give  the  dafnned  vc&fee  rifa* 
juttiin  magazine  in  fort  Erie  wRrch  was .fbf UXmdely  cells  no  quarters.” 
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ed  himself  until  lie  was  shot  down'  with  a pistol  by  I The  judicious  preparations  and  steady  conduct  0? 
the  monster  who  had  refused  him  quarter,  who  often  I lieutenant  colonel  Asp imvall,  commanding  the  first 


reiterated  the  order 
quarter.”  This  officer 
seasoned  wit! 
admiration  of 
soon  met  his  fate, 
by 


give  the  damned  yankees  no  I brigade,  merit  approbation 
hnsp  bravpi-v  if  it  had  been  j To  major  M‘Kee,  chief  engineer,  the  greatest  cre- 

and  skilful 
tying  and  defending 

lie  was  shot  through  the  breast  j the  right,  and  for  his  correct  and  seasonable  so gges- 
of  the  regiment  while  re-  tions  to  regain  the  bastion.  Major  Wood  of  the  en- 


11s  officer,  whose  bravery,  it  it  had.  been  [ to  major  M‘Eee, chief  engineer,  the  gi 
li  virtue,  would  have  entitled  him  to  the  | dit  rs  due  for  the  excellent  airangement 
f every  soldier— this  hardened  murderer  j execution  of  his  plans  for  Mortifying  ami 


psating  the  order  u to  give  no  quarter.” 

The  battle  now  raged  with  increased  fury  on  the 
right,  but  on  the  left  the  enemy  was  repulsed  and  put 
to  flight.  Thence  and  from  the  centre  I ordered  rein- 
forcements. They  were  promptly  sent  by  brigadier 
general  Ripley  and  brigadier  general  Porter.  Cap- 
tain Fanning’,  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  kept  up  a 
spirited  and  destructive  lire  with  lus  field  pieces  on 
the  enemy  attempting  to  approach  the  fort.  Major 
Hindman’s  gallant  efforts  aided  by  major  Trimble, 
having  failed  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  bastion 
with  the  remaining’  artillerists"  and  infantiy  in  the 
fort,  captain  Birdsall  of  4th  rifle  regiment,  with  a 
detachment  of  riflemen,  gallantly  rushed  in  through 
the  gateway  to  their  assistance,  and  with  some  in- 
fantry charged  the  enemy;  but  was  repulsed,  and 
the  captain  severely  wounded.  A. detachment  from 
the  11th,  19th,  and  22d,  infantry,  under  captain  Fos- 
ter of  the  1 1th,  were  introduced  over  the  interior 
bastion,  for  the  purpose  of  charging  the  enemy. 
Major  Hull,  assistant  inspector  general,  very  hand- 
somely tendered  his  set  vices  to  lead  the  charge.  The 
charge  was  gallantry  made  by  captain  Foster  and 
major  Hall,  but  owing  to  the  narrowness  of  the  pas- 
sage up  to  the  bastion  admitting  only  two  or  three 
men  abreast,  it  failed.  It  was  often  repeated,  and 
as  often  checked.  The  enemy’s  force  in  the  bastion 
was,  however,  much  cut  to  pieces  and  diminished  by 
our  artillery  and  small  arms.  At  this  moment  every 
operation  was  arrested  by  the  explosion  of  some  car- 
tridges.deposited  in  the  end  of  the  stone  building  ad- 
joining the  contested  bastion.  The  explosion  was 
tremendous — it  was  decisive:  the  bastion  was  res- 
tored. At  this  moment  captain  Biddle  was  ordered 
to  cause  a field  piece  to  be  posted  so  as  to  enfilade 
the  exterior  plain  and  salient  glacis.  The  captain 
though  not  recovered  from  a severe  contusion  in  the 
shoulder,  received  . from  one  of  the  enemy’s  shells, 
promptly  took  his  posh  ion,  and  served  his  field  piece 
with  vivacity  and  effect.  Captain  Fanning’s  battery 
likewise  played  upon  them  at  this  time  \\.h  great 
effect..  The  enemy  were  in  a few  moments  entirely 
defeated,  taken  or  put  to  flight,  leaving  on  the  field 
221  killed,  174  wounded,  and  186  prisoners,  inclu- 
ding 14  officers  killed  and  7 wounded  and  prisoners. 
A i.-.rge  portion  are  so  severely  wounded,  that  they 
Cannot  survive;  the  slightly  wounded,  it  is  presumed, 
were  carried  off. 

To  brigadier  general  Ripley  much  credit  is  due  for 
the  judicious  disposition  of  the  left  wing  previous  to 
the  action,  and  for  the  steady  disciplined  courage  ma- 
nifested hy  him  and  his  immediate  command,  and 
for  the  promptness  with  which  he  complied  with  my 
orders  for  reinforcement  during  the  action.  Briga- 
dier general  Porter,  commanding  the  New-York  and 
Pennsylvania  volunteers,  manifested  a degree  of  vi- 
gilance and  judgment  in  his  preparatory  arrange- 
ments, as  well  as  military  skill  and  courage  in  action, 
which  proves  him  to  be  worthy  the  confidence  of  his 
country  anti  the  brave  volunteers  who  fought  under 
him.  Of  the  volunteers,  captains  Boughton  and 
Harding,  with  their  detachments,  posted  on  the  right 
and  attached  to  the  line,  commanded  by  captain  E. 
Foster,  of  the  veteran  9th  infantry,  handsomely  con- 
tributed to  the  repulse  of  the  ]$£t  ^olyLnin  of  the  ene- 
any  under  chattel  Scott,. 


gineers',  also  greatly  contributed  to  the  previous  mea- 
sures of  defence.  He  had  accepted  the  command 
of  a regiment  of  infantry  (the  21s1,)  for  which  he 
has  often  proved  himself  well  qualified,  but  never 
so  conspicuously  as  on  this  occasion. 

Towson’s  battery  emitted  a constant  sheet  of  fire* 
Wood’s  small  arms  lighted  up  the  space,  and  repul- 
sed five  terrible  charges'  made  between  the  battery 
and  the  lake.  Brigadier  general  Ripley  speaks  in 
high  terms  of  the  officers  and  men  engaged,  parti- 
cularly captains  Marston  and  Ropes;  lieutenants 
Riddle  (of  the  15th  doing  duty  with  the  21st)  and 
Hall;  ensigns  Ilenn,  Jones,  Cummings  and  Thomas 
of  the  21st,  and  Kealiv  and  Green  of  the  19lh. 

Major  Hindman,  and  the  whole  of  the  artillery 
under  the  command  of  that  excellent  officer,  dis- 
played a degree  of  gallantry  and  good  conduct  not 
to  be  surpassed.  The  particular  situation  of  cap- 
tain Towson,  and  the  natch  lamented  captain  Wil- 
liams and  lieutenant  M‘Donough,  and  that  of  lieute- 
nant Watmough,  as  already  described,  with  their  re- 
spective commands,  rendered  them  most  conspicu- 
ous. 'Fhe  courage  and  good  conduct  of  lieutenant 
Zantzinger  and  lieutenant  Chiles,  is  spoken  of  in 
high  terms  by  major  Ilindmtm  and  captain  Towson, 
as  also  that  of  sergeant-major  Denhon.  Captains 
Biddle  and  Fanning,  on  the  centre  and  right  of  their 
entrenchments,  threw  their  shot  to  the  right,  left  and 
front,  and  annoyed  the  Indians  and  light  troops  of 
'he  enemy  approaching  from  the  woods.  Lieutenant 
Fontaine  in  his  zeal  to  meet  the  enemy,  was  unfor- 
tunately wounded  and  made  prisoner.  Lieutenant 
Bird  was  active  and  useful,  and  in  fact  every  indivi- 
dual of  the  corps  did  their  duty. 

Tiie  detachment  of  Scott’s  gallant  brigade,  con- 
sisted of  parts  of  the  9Ui  11  Ih  and  22d  infantry,  did 
its  duty  in  a manner  worthy  the  high  reputation  the 
brigade  had  acquired  at  Chippewa  and  at  the  falls 
of  Niagara.  The  9th  under  the  command  of  cap- 
tain Edmund  Foster,  was  actively  engaged  against 
the  left  of  the  enemy,  and  with  the  aid  of  lieutenant 
Douglass’  corps  of  bombardiers,  commanding  the 
water  battery,  and  of  that  of  the  volunters,  under 
captains  Broughton  and  Harding,  effected  their  re- 
pulse. The  good  conduct  of  lieutenants  Childs* 
Cushman  and  Foot,  and  ensign  Blake,  deserves  com- 
mendation. 

The  officers  killed  are  captain  Williams  and  lieu- 
tenant M'Donotigh  of  the  artillery;  wounded  lieute- 
nant Watmough  of  the  artillery;  ensign  Cisna  19th; 
lieutenant  Bttshnell  21st;  lieutenants  Brown  and  Bel- 
knap 23d;  and  captain  Birdsall,  4th  rifle  regiment 
all  severely. 

Lieutenant  Fontaine  of  the  artillery,  who  was  taken 
prisoner,  writes  from  the  British  camp,  that  he  for- 
tunately fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  who  alter 
taking  his  money,  treated  him  kindly.  It  would 
seem,  then,  that  these  savages  had  not  joined  in  the 
resolution  to  give  no  quarter. 

To  major  Jones,  assistant  adjutant  general,  and 
major  Hall,  assistant  inspector  general;  captain  Har- 
ris of  the  dragoons,  vol.  aid-de-camp;  lieutenant  Bel- 
ton, aid-de-camp,  much  credit  is  due  for  their  con- 
stant vigilance  and  strict  attention  to  every  duty- 
previous  to  the  action,  and  the  steady  courage,  zeal 

n. 
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The  surgeons,  doctors  Fuller  23d,  Troubncige 
21st,  with  their  mates;  doctors  Gale  of  the  23d,  and 
Eventt  and  Allen  of  the  21st,  deserve  the  warmest 
approbation  for  their  indefatigable  exertions  and  hu  I 
rnane  attention  to  the  wounded  of  our  army,  as  well! 
as  to  the  prisoners  who  fell  into  their  hands. 

I have  the  honor  to  b;-,  sir,  your  very  obedient  ser- 
vant, E.  P.  GAINES,  brig.  gen.  commanding. 

Honorable  John  Armstrong, 
secretary  of  war,  Washington. 

Report  of  the  killed , wounded  and  prisoners  taken  at 
the  battle  of  Erie,  U C.  August  15,  1814.  { 

Killed,  left  on  the  held,  222 — wounded  left  on  the  J 
field,  174 — prisoners,  186.  Grand  total  582. 

Two  hundred  supposed  to  be  killed  on  the  left! 
flank  near  Snake  Hill  (in  the  water)  and  permitted  | 
to  float  down  the  Niagara.  The  nnmber  on  the  j 
right  flank  near  the  woods  could  not  b.e  ascertain- 
ed. 

Given  at  the  Inspector-General’s  Office,  Fort.  Erie, 
U.  C.  • NATHL.  N.  HALL, 

Assist.  Ins.  General.  | 

ling.  Gen.  E.  P.  Gaines,  &c. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Drummond’s  arrangement  and  order  for ! 
attack. 

[Secret.] 

Head  quarters, — Camp  before  Fort  Erie, 
14th  August,  1814.  5 

ATHIANGEMENT. 

Right  column— It.  col.  Fischer,  King’s  regiment. 
(Volunteers)  De  Walteville’s. 

Light  companies,  89lh  and  100th  regts. 
Detachments  Royal  Artillery — 1 officer,  12  men,  and 
a rocketeer,  with  a couple  of  12jjo.und  rockets,  f 
Captain  Eustace’s  picket  of  cavanw — capt.  Powell,  I 
deputy  assistant  quarter  master  general,  will  con-  j 
duct  this  column,  which  is  to  attack  the  left  of ‘j 
the  enemy’s  position.  Major  Court. 

Centre  column — It.  col.  Drummond. 

Flank  Companies,  41st  regiment. 

Do.  do.  104th  do. 

Royal  Marines  50. 

Seamen  90. 

Detachments  of  Royal  Artillery,  1 sub;.  and  12  men — 
capt.  Barney,  89th  regt.  will  guide  this  column, 
which  is  to  attack  the  fort. 

Left  column — col.  Scott,  103d  regt. 

Capt.  Elliott,  deputy  quarter  master  general,  will 
conduct  this  column,  which  will  attack  the  right 
of  the  enemy’s  position  towards  the  lake,  and  en- 
deavor to  penetrate  by  the  openings  betwixt  tire 
forts  and  entrenchments,  using  the  short  ladders 
at  the  same  time,  to  pass  the  entrenchment,  which 
is  reported  to  be  defended  only  by  the  enemy’s 
9th  regt.  250  strong. 

The  infantry  pickets  on  Buck’s  Road  will  be  push- 
ed on  with  the  Indians,  and  attack  the  enemy’s 
picket  on  that  road.  Lt.  col.  Nicholl,  Q.  M.  geo. 
of  mil.  will  conduct  this  column.  The  rest  of  the 
troops,  viz. 

1st  Battalion  Royals. 

Remainder  of  De  Watteville’s  regiment,  Glengary 
light  infantry  and  incorporated  militia  will  remain 
in  reserve,  under.lt.  col.  Tucker,  are  to  be  posted 
on  the  ground  at  present;  occupied  by  our  pickets 
and  covering  parties. 

Squadron  of  the  19th  light  dragoons,  in  the  ravine, 
in  the  rear  of  the  battery,  nearest  to  the  advance, 
ready  to  receive  charge  of  prisoners  and  conduct 
them  to  the  rear. 

The  Lieut.  Gen.  will  station  himself  at  or  near 
the  battsry,  where  reports  are  to  be  made  to  him. — 
Lt.  col.  Fischer,  commanding  the  right  column,  will 
ibilow  the  instruction  which  he  lias  received;  copies 


of  which  are  communicated  to  col.  Scott  and  lieut. 
col.  Drummond,  for  their  guidance. 

The  Lieut.  Gen.  most  strongly  recommends. a free 
use  of  the  bayonet. 

The  enemy’s  force  does  not  exceed  1500  fit  for 
duty,  and  those  are  represented  as  much  dispirited. 

Tue  ground  on  which  the  columns  of  attack  are  to 
formed,  will  be  pointed  out;  and  orders  for  their  ad- 
vance will  be  given  by  the  lieut.  gen.  commanding. 

j.  HARVEY,  D.  A.  G. 
Parole — “Steel.”  Countersign — “Twenty.” 

Report  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  missing  of  the  left 
division  of  the  United  States’  army,  commanded  by 
brigadier  gen.  Gaines,  in  the  action  of  the  1 5th 
August , 1814,  at  Fort  Erie,  U C. 

Adjt.  Generals  Office,  Fort  Erie,  Aug.  17, 1814. 

Corps  of  Bombardiers. 

Killed,  1 private. 

Arlil'ery. 

Killed,  1 captain,  1 subaltern,  2 privates — wound- 
ed severely,  1 lieut.  3 privates;  slightly  6 privates — 
missing,  1 lieut.  3 privates. 

Is?.  Brigade. 

9th  regt.— slightly  wounded,  1 private. 

1 1th  regt. — killed,  3 privates;  wounded  danger- 
ously, 1 sergeant,  1 private;  severely  4 privates, 
slightly  4 privates;  missing  1 private; 

19th  regt. — killed,  5 privates,  wounded  danger- 
ously, 1 subaltern;  severely,  1 sergeant,  4 privates; 
slightly,  1 corporal,  8 privates.* 

23d  regt; — killed  2 privates;  wounded  severely,  5 
privates. 

2 d Brigade. 

21st  regt. — killed,  2 privates;  wounded  severely, 
1 subaltern,  3 privates,  slightly,  3 privates;  missing, 
3 privates. 

23d  regt. — wounded  severely,  2 subalterns,  1 pri- 
vate, slightly,  3.  privates;  missing  2 privates. 

Is?  and  4th  rife  corps. 

Wounded  severely,  1 captain,  1 private;  missing, 
1 private. 

Grand  total. — 1 captain,  1 subaltern,  15  privates 
killed. 

1 subaltern,  1 sergeant  1 private,  dangerously 
wounded. 

1 capt.  4 subalterns,  1 sergeant,  21  privates,  se- 
verely wounded. 

1 corporal,  25  privates,  slightly  wounded. 

1 lieut.  10  privates,  missing. 

NAMES  OF  OEFICT.HS. 

Artillery — Capt.  Williams  and  lieut.  M’Donough, 
killed,  defending  the  bastion. 

Lieut.  Watmongh,  wounded  do.  severely. 

Lieut.  Fount.iine  missing,  thrown  from  the  bastion. 
Infantry — 19th  regt.  Ensign  Cisna,  dangerously, 
iu  defence  of  the  fort. 

19 th  regt.— lieut.  Bushnell,  severely,  do. 

23d  regt. — lieut.  Brown,  do.  do. 

Do  lieut.  Belknap,  do.  in  defending  the  picquet 
guardwhich  he  commanded. 

4th  rifle  regt. — capt  Birdsal,  accidentally  wound- 
ed, whilst  defending  the  fort,  by  one  of  Ins  own 
soldiers. 

Report  of  the  killed  and  -wounded  of  the  left  division 
of  the  U.  S.urmy  commanded  by  brig.  gen.  Gaines , 
during  the  cannonade  and  bombardment , commenc- 
ing at  sun  rise  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  inst.  and 
continuing  without  intermission  till  8 o’clock,  P.  J\J, 
recommenced  on  the  14 th  at  day  light,  with  increased 
warmth,  and  ending  one  hour  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  action  at  Erie  on  the  morning  of  .the 
1 5 th. 


*This  regiment  was  stationed  in  the  fort. 
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Ailj.  General’s  Office,  Fort  Erie,  Aug.  15,  1814. 

Corps  of  Artillery. 

Wounded  severely,  2 privates,  slightly,  1 captain, 
£ subalterns,  1 sergeant,  1 corporal,  3 privates. 

11th  regt. — Wounded  severely,  2 sergeants,  2 pri- 
vates, slightly,  3 privates, 

19tl>  vegt.— wounded  severely,  1 subaltern. 

21st.  regt.—  killed,  4 privates,  wounded  severely, 
3 privates,  slightly,  2 privates. 

22d  regt.— killed,  1 sergeant,  wounded  severely, 
2 corporals,  2 privates,  slightly  3 privates. 

23d  regt.— killed,  1 private,  wounded  severely, 

$ private, 

Rifle  regiments,  1st  and  4th. 

Killed,  1 corporal,  2 privates,  wounded  severely 
5 privates,  slightly,  1 private 

Grand  total.— 1 sergeant, 

killed,  . , 

1 subaltern,  2 sergeants,  2 corporals,  14  privates, 
severely  wounded. 

1 captain,  2 subaltern®,  1 sergeant,  1 corpora., 
12  privates,  slightly  wounded. 

OFFICERS  WO'J-VLLTI, 

Artillery — Captain  Kiddle,  lieut.  Zantzinger,  adj. 
lieut.  Watmowgh. 

Infantry.— Lieut.  Patterson,  19th  regt. 

Killed,  George  Carry  1,  25th  infantry,  orderly  to 
gen,  Gaines.  ROGER  JONES, 

Assistant  Adj 


British  official  acount  of  this  battle,  which  we  have 
published  this  day.  This  account  was  taken  out  of  a 
mail  which  was  captured  in  Canada  by  a scouting 
party  of  our  troops,  tft  will  be  seen  by  this  account 
that  the  British  acknowledge  the  loss  of  905  men  in 
killed,  wounded  and  missing,  and  this  number  is 
perhaps  less  than  the  real  loss.  [Ev.  Post. 

* Head  Quarters,  Montreal,  29th  August,  1814. 

General  Order. — In  promulgating  to  the  troops  an 
extract  from  a district  general  order  issued  by  lieu- 
tenant-general Drummond  to  the  right  division  of 
this  army,  in  consequence  of  the  capture  of  two  of 
the  enemy’s  schooners  co-operating  in  the  defence  of 
the  enemy’s  position  at  fort  Erie,  the  commander 
of  the  forces  avails  himself’of  the  opportunity  it  pre- 
sents to  acknowledge  the  high  sense  he  entertains  of 
1 --U • i . v division 


i *7  nriv'it^s  1 the  valuable  services  rendered  to  the  right  divisioi 

1 coipoiai,  7 PriVa^s’jby  captain  Dobbs,  of  the  royal  navy,  and  the  officer 
1e,  u I and  seamen  of  the  vessels  placed  under  command  fo 


General. 


Copy  of  a letter  prom  brig.  gen.  Gaines  to  the  secretary 
of  ■ war , dated 

H„  Q,  Fort  Erie,  u.  c.  Aug.  26, 1814. 

Sir— In  my  report  of  the  battle  of  the  15th  inst. 
1 inadvertantly  omitted  the  names  of  captain  Chunn 
of  the  19 ih,  lieuts,  Bowman  and  Larned  of  the  21st, 
and  lieut,  Jawitt  of  the  11th  infantry,  as  also  my 
brigade  major,  lient.  Gleason;  each  of  whom  bore 
a conspicuous  part  in  the  action,  and  whom 
leave  to  r 


s 

placed  under  command  for 
that  purpose,  by  commodore  sir  James  Yeo. 

. This  event,  so  ably  planned  and  so  gallantly  exe- 
cuted, was  followed  by  a general  attack  of  the  ene- 
my’s forts  and  entrenchments. 

Lieutenant-general  Drummond  reports  that  the 
spirit  with  which  it  was  undertaken  enabled  our 
troops  to  surmount  every  obstacle.  Fort  Erie  and  the 
entrenchments  were  entered;  the  guns  taken  on  the 
barrack  block-house  (the  enemy’s  last  refuge)  when 
unfortunately  a most  violent  explosion  occurred  on 
the  battery:  in  its  effect  destroying  and  disabling 
many  a valuable  officer  and  soldier,  and  caused  so 
considerable  a consternation  as  to  induce  the  remain- 
ing troops  to  abandon  the  works,  and  all  those  ad- 
vantages which  they  had  gained  by  their  determined 
conduct,  and  precipitately  to  retire  to  our  first  ap- 
proaches. ' 

From  other  causes  almost  inseparable  from  night 
operations  carried  on  in  a close  and  difficult  coun- 
try, the  right  column  failed  in  the  object  it  had  to 


turns  part  in  the  action,  and  whom  I begf“^^^“L  ^iUIUU  111  U1C  J 

ecommend  to  your  notice.  Lieuts  Bowman  • wi,£  dee’  t the  comm#nder  of  the  for 

id  commanded  companies  in  the  21st,  w hich  , , 


^nd  Lamed  commanded  companies 
so  gallantly  beat  the  enemy’s  right  column.  _ Capt 
Gliunn  with  his  company  was  doing  duty  with  the 
same  regt.  I also  omitted  mentioning  that  a part  of 
this  regiment  pursued  the  enemy’s  right  upwards  of 
a mile  and  took  nearly  one  hundred  prisoners:  his 
jtet  was  likewise  pursued  and  more  than  an  hundred 
prisoners  were  taken  beyond  our  works.  These  facts 
prove  that  the  affair  was  not  merely  a defence  of  our 
position  or  a mere  repulse  of  the  enemy,  as  I find  it 
called  b.v  some.  As  regards  myself,  lam  satisfied 
with  the  result , and  am  not  disposed  to  make  any 
difficulty  about  the  nar.ie  by  which  the  affair  may  be 
called;  but  it  is  due  to  the  brave  men  I have  the 
honor  to  command,  that  I should  say,  that  the  af- 
fair was  to  the  enemy  a sore  beating  and  a defeat , 
juui  it  was  to  us  a handsome  victory. 

Our  position  is  grown  stronger  every  day  by  the 
exertions  of  majors  M‘Re a and  Wood,  and  the  of- 
ficers and  men  generally.  We  keep  up  a smart  can- 
nonade, One  of  the  enemy’s  pickets  yesterday  ap- 
proached nearer  to  ours  than  usual.  Major  Brooks, 
officer  of  the  day,  added  one  hundred  men  to  our 
picket,  attacked  and  drove  them  in  with  considera- 
ble loss;  the  major  brought  in  about  30  muskets. — 
In  this  affair,  however,  we  have  to  lament  the  loss 
of  another  gallant  officer,  capt.  Wattles,  of  the  23d, 
pur  loss  was  otherwise  inconsiderable. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  obedient 
servant.  E.  P.  GAINES, 

Brig,  gen  commanding. 
Pon,  John  Armstrong,  Secretary  of  war, 

British  official  account  of  the  battle  at  Erie. 

A friend  stf  Saekett’s  Harbor  has  forwarded  us  the 


ces  re- 
cords the  loss  his  majesty’s  service  has  sustained  on 
this  occasion. 

Head-quarters,  camp  before  fort  Erie,  13th  Aug.  1814. 

Extract  from  JWornivg  District  General  Qrder. 

Lieutenant-general  Drummond  congratulates  the 
army  on  the  brilliant  achievements  executed 
last  night  by  captain  Dobbs  of  the  royal  navy, 
and  a party  of  seamen  and  marines,  who  in  the 
most  gallant  style  boarded,  and  after  a short  strug- 
gle carried  two  of  the  enemy’s  armed  schooners 
anchored  close  to  fort  Erie.  Accident  alone  pre- 
vented the  capture  of  the  third  schooner.  Those 
captured  are  the  Somers  and  Porcupine  ; the  former 
mounts  two  long  12  pounders;  the  latter  one  12.  They 
were  commanded  by  lieutenants,  and  had  on  board 
35  men  each.  The  lieutenant-general  laments  to 
find  that  lieutenant  RadclifFe,  commander  of  his 
majesty’s  sch’r  Nelly,  has  fallen  on  this  occasion  ; 
he  was  killed  in  the  act  of  boarding.  He  will  be 
buried  at  12  o’clock,  with  such  marks  of  respect  as 
circumstances  will  permit ; besides  Mr.  Radcllffe, 
our  loss  has  been  only  one  seaman  killed  and  four 
wounded.  The  enemy’s  loss  is  one  seaman  killed—. 
3 officers  and  four  seamen  wounded.  The  whole 
enterprise  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  the  ability 
and  spirit  of  captain  Dobbs  and  the  gallant  party  un- 
der his  command.  J.  HARVEY, 

Lieut.  Col.  Dep.  Adj.  Gen. 
Return  of  killed , wounded  and  missing  of  the  right  division,  in  the 
assault  of  fort  Erie  on  the  1 5 th  August,  1814. 

Killed— -l  colonel,  1 lieutenant-colonel,  1 captain,  1 lieutenant, 
1 sergeant,  1 drummer,  51  rank  and  file. 

Wounded— 1 major,  9 captains,  11  lieutenants,  2 ensigns,  1 
master,  20  sergeants,  3 drummers,  262  rank  and  file. 

Missing— 2 captains,  3 lieutenants,  2 ensigns,  1 adjutant,  1 mid- 
shipman, 41  sergeants,  3 drummers,  486  rank  and  file. 

Total— 1 colonel,  1 lieutcnant-col  on  el,  1 major,  12  captains, 
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ttaltenams,  4 ensigns,  l adjutant,  t master,  1 midshipman,  62  ser  ly  expected.  Indeed,  General  Ross  had  fixed  upon 

0„„.in  Torrens;  8th  nr  & fbr  his  ™«cv  quarts;  and  boasted,  that  with  the 
King’s  regiment,  lieutenant  Noel;  103d  regiment,  colonel  Scott;  force  lie  h id,  he  Would  go  where  he  pleased  through 
i04th  regiment,  liiutenant-colouel  Drummond.  Maryland.  Thus  -forewarned,  considerable  addi- 

St>-v  j>$on,  slightly;  Mr.  Harris, 'master,  severely.  jtions  weie  made  ,.o  the  defences  ot  the  place  some 

1 ' r Royal  Scots,  captain  Rowan,  severely;  lieut.  Vaughan  of  the  troops  of  gen.  Winder's  command  were  CC.1  ■ 


■slightly 

8tn  or  King’s,  lieutenant  Young,  slightly. 

" ‘ regiment,  flank  companies,  captains  Gletv  and  Bullock 


nuled  and  prisoner;  vo-  into  cue  service  oi  uie,  uuueu  oiates;  ana  me  wnoie 
. _ , ,!  submitted  to  the  direction  of  major-general  Smith. 

aiii  Gardner,  severely;  j e , , ...  . J ° * 

i severely  and  prisoner;  jOi  the  IVIiii \ land  mill. in, 

page,  juu.  dangerourly; j On  Saturday,  the  lGfh  inst.  we  had  information 


lected — Rodgers  and  Perry  were  here;  .and  a good 
many  noble  volunteers  flocked  in  from  the  adjacent 
* ly;  lieutenant  Hailes,  slightly;  ensign  Townsend,  severely,  parts  of  out*  OWll  state  and  from  Virginia  and  Pennsri- 
verely.  rcsiment’  cai>taia  Baruey’  ***"*  assUtant  *”**“**’  **  \?ania.  The  Baltimore  brigade  was  taken  en  masse 
lOuili  regiment,  lieutenant  Murray,  wounded  and  prisoner;  vo-  ^ into  tile  service  of  the.  United  States;  and  the  whole 
lunteer  Fraser  severely. 

1 )3d  regiment,  major  Smelt  ami  captain 
captain  Colcluugh  and  lieutenant  Charlton  sc 

lieutenant  Fallon  severely;  lieutenant  Cappage, ,,  , _ . 

lieutenant  Meagher  slightly;  lieutenants  Burrows,  Hazcn,  an  j that  the  enemv  was  ascending  the  bay,  and  oil  .Sun* 
c;isi?n  Nasi*,  severely.  I , , , 

10  ;th  flank  companies,  captain  Leonard  and  lieut.  M’Laughlan, ] day  morning  Ills  snips  were  seen  at  t.lC*  mou.il  Of 
merely.  lour  river,  the  Patapsco,  in  number  from  40  to  59.-^ 

tan^Seiw’Si^fmT1  stafr~cai>tain  Elliott’  dcPutJ’*assIS* : Some  of  his  vessels  entered  the  river,  while  others 
Royal  navy,  Mr.  Hyde,  midshipman.  j proceeded  to  Aorth  Point  (at  the  mouth  of  the  Pa- 

4isi,  flank  company,  lieutenant  Gardner  and  ensign  Hall.  tripsco)  distant  12  miles  from  the  city,  and  Com- 

K3>e‘  *“*'  K“01'  the  debarkation  of  their  troops  in  the 

EDWARD  BAYNES,  Adj.  Gan  .V.  A.  which  was  finished  early  next  mornings,  In  the 

mean  time  the  frigates,  bomb  ketches,  and  small 
vessels  .approached  and  ranged  themselves  in  a for- 
midable line  La  cannonade  the  fort,  and  the  tovvn.- 


GF.NERAL  ORDERS. 

Adjutant  General's  Office,  Fort  Erie,  Sept.  2,  1814 


Major-general  Brown  resumes  fhe  command  of  the  troops  on  j miuaoie  line  tocauno  iaae  me  ion,  ana  me  tow  li- 
the Niagara  frontier.  j The  frigates  were  lightened  before  they  entered  the 

, j1'.1"-  major-general  recurs  with  proud  satisfaction  to  the  conduct  | aver— and  the  ships' of  line  1 IV  off  North  Point,  to 
oi  ins  division,  since  the  opening  of  the  campaign.  It  was  opened  * , . , • , 


“•  smue  mrr  opening  of  the  campaign,  n wasuim.™  j _ 

n defence  of  the  munitions  of  war  destined  for  the  navy,  which  ! overawe  U3  and  protect  die  whole  fol  ^e. 
were  embarked  at  Oswego  when  the  enemy  was  in  force  on  the  j Tile  force  that  landed  consisted  of  about 
lak-,  la  * i cl , d at  Sandy  creek,  and  transported  to  Sacketl’s  Harbor. 

Oswego  displays  the  discipline  and  prowess  of  a single  ‘ 
art i.l  Ty,  led  by  colonel  Mitchell — and  Sandy  creek  gi1 


9000 

. ...  Jmen — viz.  5,000  soldiers,  2,000  marines,  and  2,000 

gives  name  to  sailors,  ine  first  under  major  general  Ross — the 

the  gallant  acliicvment of  ihe  first  riflemen 'uuilcr  lieutenant-colo-  latter  commanded  bv  tile  famous  admiral  Cackbnrn. 
®e!  Applmr 


hvu 

enemy’ 
ga-.f 
agan 

CrAVthe  f ui«Anf' \rnLar,ns’  i , [except  by  a few  firing  shots  from  the  cavalry.  Here 

At  tin mm  of  Niagara  our  brave  soldiers  met  a severer  trial;  , 1 J ° . , r- 

they  rose  superior  to  the  test,  and  proved  their  intrepidity  j they  were  met  by  general  btneker  With  his  enl! 
^!!'!a!..,l\.a!l?L5xis:ence*  They  engaged  the  whole  fliree  of  the  Baltimore  brigade,  (except  that  he  had  only  one 


Morgan.  ’ ~ “ -»|f 

Another  trial  was  left  for  the  brave  spirits  who  compose  the 
American  force  in  Canada.  An  endurance  of  fatigue  was  shewn 
' '"'d,!.,exam!>,«l  cheerfulness,  on  the  works  around  their  camp  at 
. . . i ,e*  *?nd  a n,-'v  t;  st  of  military  prowess  was  called  for  to 
complete  the  glorious  character  of  the  division.  They  were  called 
to  rewire  Lie  attack  of  heavy  columns  of  the  enemy,  on  t!»eir  lines 


Long,  Fowler  and  Jlmey.  In  the  5th  was  incorpora- 
ted an  elegant  uniformed  company  of  volunteers 
from  York,  Penn,  under  capt.  Spangler ; and  in  the 
39th,  captain  Metzger's  fine  company  of  volunteers 
from  Hanover,  Penn,  and  capt.  Quant  rifs  from  Ih- 
1 in  the  6th, 


disparity  oi  Joss  unexampled  in  the  record  of  battles. 

.wy  order  of  major-general  Brown, 

C.  K.  GARDNER,  Adjutant-general, 


ATTACK  UPON  BALTIMORE. 

To  detail,  with  reasonable  accuracy,  the  minutiae 
of  the  events  that  have  happened  at  Baltimore  since 
Sunday  morning,  the  11  ih  inst.  when  the  enemy 
made  Iris  appearance,  to  the  time  of  his  departure 
on  tire  15th,  is  not  easily  done:  but  the  readers  of 
the  Register  will  expect  it,  and  we  shall  endeavor 
to  give  a succinct  narration  of  the  proceedings,  with 
a steady  eye  to  the  truth  of  each  matter  referred  to; 
avoiding,  nevertheless,  every  thing  that  may  tend 
to  increase  the  information  of  the  incendiary  foe,  as  [line  of  the  5th  and  27th,  which  weVe  in  front, 
to  our  means  or  resources.  Hence  an  account  of  our 
troops  or  works  will  not  be  expected.  Sufficient  is 
it  to  say,  that  the  same  force  would  make  much  less 
impression  now  Ilian  it  did,  or  could  have  done,  at 
the  time  of  the  attack. 

After  the f affair  at  Bladensburg  and  capture  of,  ^ 

Washington,  an  attack  upon  this  city  was  confident- 1 * The  artillery  fired  about  133  rounds, 


amounted  to  about  3200  men.  The  rest  of  our  forc- 
es were  judiciously  stationed  in  or  near  the  various 
defences,  &c.  About  1 o’clock  a party  of  150  or  200 
men,consisting  of  captain  Levering' a and  capt.  U aw- 
ard's companies  of  the  5th  reg.  and  capt.  Aisquith's 
rifle  corps,  were  detached  from  the  line  to  feel  the 
enemy,  and  bring  on  the  battle;  they  were  accom- 
panied by  a few  artillerists  with  one  of  their  pieces. 
Before  they  expected  it,  they  wera  attacked  by  the 
British,  in  very  superior  numbers,  and  driven  iu 
with  some  loss  after  a few  fires, to  the  main  body.  As 
the  enemy  advanced,  the  artillery  opened  a destruc- 
tive fire  upon  them,  which  was  returned  from  2 nine 
pounders,  and  the  action  became  general  alone:  the 


The 


39th  and  51st  were  in  rear  of  these,  and  the  6th  ad- 
vantageously posted  still  nearer  the  city,  to  protect 
and  cover  the  whole.  The  fire  from  the  two  first 
named  regiments,  us  well  as  from  the  artillery,  *was 
very  active  and  uncommonly  curtain  for  about*  an 
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hour.  Of  the  5th,  much  was  expected,  but  the  27th 
behaved,  at  least,  as  gallantly.  The  men  took  deli- 
berate aim,  and  the  carnage  was  great— the  “invin- 
cible s”  dodging  to  the  ground,  and  crawling  in  • ! 
bending  posture,  to  avoid  the  militia — the  “yeomen”  J 
they  were  taught  so  much  to  despise.  When  the  j 
5th  and  27th  (between  which  was  placed  the  artil- 
lery) were  outflanked  by  the  much  greater  force  of 
the  enemy,  they  retired  in  better  order  than  could 
have  been  expected  under  a galling  fire;  and  they 
retired  reluctantly  at  the  repeated  command  .of  their 
officers.  The  artillery  had  been  drawn  off  a little 
while  before.  .Tile  right  of  the  39th  was  gallantly 
engaged,  but  the  51st  took  no  part  in  the  action; 
and  it  was  not  at  that  time  and  place  expected  that 
the  6th  would  share  in  it,  else  (under  its  veteran  co- 
lonel, a soldier  of  the  revolution,  and  one  who  met 
the  same  foe  under  Pulaski ) it  would,  no  doubt, 
have  distinguished  itself.  The  cavalry,  though  they 
performed  very  severe  and  important  duties,  had 
but  little  to  do  in  the  battle.  The  whole  number 
of  our  men  actually  engaged,  did  not  exceed  1700. 

Nearly  as  much,  perhaps,  being  done  at  this  point 
as  was  expected,  our  force  retreated  towards  the 
city.  The  enemy  followed  slowly,  and  on  Tuesday 
night  approached  within  about  two  miles  of  our 
entrenchments.  Measures  were  taken  to  cut  them 
off  and  punish  their  temerity;  but  before  general 
Winder™ ith  the  Virginia  militia,  and  a squadron  of 
the  United  States’  cavalry,  could  bring  his  plans 
fully  to  bear,  the  British  suspecting  the  design  or 
not  liking  the  appearance  of  our  works,  decamped 
suddenly  in  the  night  and  embarked  with  such  pre- 
cipitation that,  though  closely  pursued,  a few  pri- 
soners only  were  taken.  But  the  pursuing  force  me- 
rited and  have  received  the  thanks  of  their  general; 
and  the  whole  body  collected  is  entitled  to  the  grai  i- 
tude  of  Baltimore  'and  of  their  country,  for'the  suf- 
ferings they  so  patiently  and  patriotically  endured, 
being  compelled  to  sleep, if  sleep  was  allowed,  in  the 
open  air,  with  the  heavens  for  their,  canopy,  for  four 
nights,  during  the  chief  part  of  which  it  rained 
pretty  constantly  and  some!  imes  heavily.  They  also 
received  their  refreshments  irregularly  ; the  whole 
being  packed  up  in  prudent  preparation  of  events 
that  might  have  happened. 

But  the  attack  on  fort  Mf  Henry  was  terribly  grand 
and  magnificent.  The  enemy  vessels  formed  a great 
half  circle  in  front  of  the  works  on  the  12-h,  but  out 
cf  the  reach  of  our  guns*  and  also  those  of  the  bat- 
tery at  the  Lazaretto,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
great  cove  or  basin  around  the  hend  of  which  the 
city  of  Baltimore  is  built.  Tort  MTIenry  is  about 
2 miles  from  the  city,  a “light  little”  place,  with 
some  finely  planned  batteries,  mounted  with  heavy 
cannon,  as  the  British  very  well  know.  At  6 o’clock 
on  Tuesday  morning,  six  bomb  and  some  rocket  ves- 
sels commenced  the  attack,  keeping  such  k respect- 
ful distance  as  to  make  the  fort  rather  a target  than 
nn  opponent;  though  . major  Armislead,  the  gallant 
commander,  and  his  brave  garrison  fired  occasional- 
ly to  let  the  enemy  know  the  place  was  not  given  up! ! 
Tour  or  five  bombs  were  frequently  in  the  air  at  a 
time,  and,  making  a double  explosion,  with  the  noise 
of  the  foolish  rockets  and  the  firings  of  the  fort, 
Lazaretto  and  our  barges,  created  a horrible  clatter. 
[Many  of  these  bombs  have  since  been  found  entire 
— they  weigh,  when  full  of  their  combustibles,  about 
210  or  220  lbs.  and  they  threw  them  much  further 
than  our  long  42  pounders  would  reach.}  • Thus  it 
lasted  until  about  3 o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when, 
the  enemv,  growing  more  courageous,  dropped  near- 
er the  fort, 'and  gave  the  garrison  and  batteries  a 
little  of  the  chaiice  they  wanted.  The  balls  now 
flaw  like  hail  stones,  and  the  Britons  slipped  then- 


cables,  hoisted  their  sails  and  were  off  in  a moment , 
but  not  without  damage.  When  they  got  out  of 
harm’s  way  they  renewed  the  “ magnanimous ” attack, 
throwing  their  bombs  with  an  activity  excited  by 
their  mortification.  So  they  went  on  until  about 
1 o’clock  in  the.  morning,  our  batteries  now  and  then 
firing  a single  gun.  At  this  time,  aided  by  the 
darkness  of  the  night  and  screened  by  a flame  they 
had  kindled,  one  or  two  rocket  or  bomb  vessels  and 
many  barges,  manned  with  1200  chosen  men, 
passed  fort  MTIenry  and  proceeded  up  the  Putupi- 
co,  to  assail  the  town  and  fort  in  the  rear,  and,  per- 
haps, effect  a landing.  The  weak  sighted  mortals 
now  thought  the  great  deed  was  done — they  gave 
three  cheers,  and  began  to  throw  their  missive  wea- 
pons. But,  alas  1 their  cheering  was  quickly  turn- 
ed to  groaning,  and  the  cries  and  screams  of  their 
wounded  and  drowning  people  soon  reached  the 
shore;  for  forts  M' Henry  and  Covington  with  the 
City  Battery  and  the  Lazeretto  and  barges,  vomitted 
an  iron  fame  upon  them,  in  heated  balls,  and  a storpi 
of  heavy  bullets  flew  upon  them  from  the  great  semi 
circle  of  large  guns  and  gallant  hearts.  The  houses 
in  the  city  were  shaken  to  their  foundations  ; for 
never,  perhaps  from  the  time  of  the  invention  of 
cannon  to  the  present  day,  were  the  same  number  of 
pieces  fired  with  so  rapid  succession  ; particularly 
from  fort  Covington  where  a party  of  J lodgers’  really 
invincible  crew  was  posted.  Barney's  flotilla-men, 
at  the  Oity  Battery,  maintained  the  high  reputation 
they  had  before  earned.  The  other  vessels  also 
began  to  fire — and  the  heavens  were  lighted  with 
flame,  and  all  was  a continued  explosion  for  about 
half  an  hour.  Having  got  this  taste  of  what  was 
prepared  for  them  (and  it  was  a mere  taste),  the  ene- 
my  precipitately  retired  with  his, remaining  force, 
battered  and  crippled,  to  his  respectful  distance 
j tlie  darkness  of  the  night  and  his  ceasing  to  fire, 
(whipo  was  the  only  guide  our  people  had)  prevent- 
ing his  annihilation.  All  was  for  sometime  still- — 
the  silence  was  awful— but  being  beyond  danger 
some  of  his  vessels  resumed  the  bombardment,  winch 
continued  until  morning— in  all  about  24  hours,  dur- 
ing which  there  were  thrown  not  less  than  1500  of 
these  great  bombs,  besides  many  rockets  and  some 
round  shot.  They  must  have  suffered  excessively  in 
this  affair— two  of  their  large  barges  have  been  found 
sunk;  and  in  them  were  yet  some  dead  men.  Bnt 
what  the  loss  really  was  it  is  probable  we  never  shall 
know.  ' They  also  were  at.  other  times  injured  by 
fort  jW Henry,  the  Lazaretto  and  the  barges.  I my- 
self believe  I saw  several  shot  take  effect  during 
Tuesday  afternoon. 

The  preservation  of  our  people  in  the  fort  is  cal- 
culated to  excite  in  a wonderful  manner  our  grati- 
tude to  that  Gh^atBkinr  without  whose  knowledge, 
“a  sparrow  does  not  fall  to  the  ground.”  Only  four, 
were  killed  and  about  20  wounded,  and  2 or  300jj& 
will  repair  all  the  damages  the  fortresses  sustained  !• 

Lieut.  Ckigget,  of  capt.  Nicholson's  company  of 
artillery,  was  the  only  officer  killed  in  the  fort.  His 
friend,  sergeant  Ctemm,  of  the  same  corps,  received 
his  death  at  the  same  time.  They  were  respectable 
merchants. 

The  admiral  had  fully  calculated  on  taking  the 
fort  in  two  hours.  Its  surrender  was  spoken  of  as  a 
matter  of  course.  He  said  that  when  it  was  taken 
and  the  shipping  destroyed,  “he  would  think  about 
terms  for  the  city /”  All  about  anil  in  the  fort  is  such 
ample  evidence  of  his  zeal  to  perform  his  promise, 
that  it  seems  impossible  to  believe  that  greater  da- 
mage was  not  done  than  was  really  sustained.  The 
gallant  and  accomplished  Armistead,  through  watch- 
ing and  excessive  fatigue  (for  he  had  other  gre 
duties  to  do  brides  defending  his  post)  flagged 


25 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— EVENTS  OF  THE  WAR. 


soon  as  the  fight  was  done,  and  now  lies  very  ill; 
but  not  dangerously,  we. trust,  though  severely  alrlic- 
ted.  Many  of  his  gallant  companions  were  also  ex- 
hausted, but  have  generally  recruited  their  strength. 

To  return  to  the  field  engagement.  1 he  force  of 
the  enemy  in  the  battle,  may  have  amounted  to  4000 
men.  They  were  fine  looking  fellows,  but  seemed  | 
very  unwilling  to  meet  the  “yankee”  bullets— their  j 
dodging  from  the  cannon  and  stooping  before  the 
musquetry  has  already  been  noticed.  The  prisoners  j 
and  deserters  say  that  for  the  time  the  affair  lasted 
and  the  men  engaged,  they  never  received  so  de- 
structive a fire;  and  this  may  well  be,  for  our  men 
fired  not  bv  word  of  command  only,  but  also  at  an 
object.  Of  the  21st  British  regiment  about  500! 
were  landed — on  the  morning  of  the  13th  they  found 
17 1 killed,  wounded  and  missing.  Their  whole  loss 
may  be  safely  estimated  at  from  5 to  700  men.  Major 
general  ROSS,  who  did  “not  cajre  if  it  rained  militia,” 
the  incendiary  of  the  cfipitol,  paid  the  forfeit  of  that ; 
act  by  his  death.  He  was  killed  in  the  early  part  of  i 
the  action;  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  two 
or  three  other  officers  high  in  command  met  the 
same  fate.  Hass  was  a brave  man  and  an  able  com-  j 
rounder — and  if  he  had  been  engaged  in  another  system 
of  warfare  would  have  claimed  our  respectful  re- 
membrance. We  may  admire  but  we  cannot  esteem 
his  memory,  The  character  of  Moor  in  Schiller’s 
play  of  the  “Robbers, "notwithstanding  its  grandeur 
disgusts  by  the  business  to  which  b's  great  talents 
and  accomplishments  were  devoted.  So  it  was  with 
/loss.  His  orders , perhaps,  may  afford  .some  sort  of 
an  excuse  for  his  violation  of  the  rules  of  civilized 
war.  His  death  was  probably  the  immediate  cause 
why  an  attack  upoj)  our  works  was  not  made.  Gene- 
ral Brooks,  on  whom  the  command  devolved,  would 
not  risk  the  enterprise. 

Our  whole  loss  in  the  affair  was  about  20  killed, 
90  wounded  and  47  prisoners  and  missing*  The 
officers  killed  were  James  Lowry  Donaldson,  esq. 
adjutant  of  the  brave  27th  regiment,  and  one  of  the 
representatives  of  this  city  in  the  house  of  delegates 
of  Maryland — he  fell  while  encouraging  his  bre- 
thren inarms;  and  lieut.  Andre,  of  the  “ Gray  Ya- 
gers” a valuable  young' man.  Maj . Moore  of  the  27th 
was  sevrrelv,  but  not  dangerously  wounded.  Major 
/death  of  the  5th  had  two  horses  shot  under  him,  and 
major  Harry’s,  of  the  same  regiment,  was  »V>o  killed. 
The  cavalry  lost  several  horses,  and  some  of  them 
on  the  look  out  were  taken  prisoners.  Many  parti- 
culars must  be  postponed  for  want  of  room.  Some 
interesting  incidents  will  be  inserted  in  our  next. 
For  the  present  we  shall  only  add,  that  brigadier-, 
general  Strieker,  whose  urbanity  lias  long  endeared 
him  to  the  citizens  under  his  command  and  the  peo- 
ple at  large,  behaved  as  became  the  high  charge 
entrusted  to  him  as  a soldier.  He  has  the  entire  con- 
fidence of  his  brigade.  Robert  G.  Harper,  esquire, 
who  volunteered  his  services  as  an  aid-de-camp,  also 
greatly  exerted  himself  in  the  hottest  part  of  the  fire 
to  encourage  and  give  steadiness  to  our  troops. 

The  enemy’s  bomb-vessels,  we  are  told,  are  much 
wrecked  by  their  own  fire.  This  may  well  be  sup- 
posed when  the  fact  is  stated  that  at  every  discharge 
they  were  forced  two  feet  into  the  water  by  the  force 
of  it,  thus  straining  every  part  from  stem  to  stern. 

Never  was  the  mortification  of  an  invader  more 
complete  than  that  of  our  enemy.  Beaten  by  militia 

* Twenty -two  of  the  wounded  were  parolled  on 
the  field — 47  are  on  board  the  fleet  (many  of  them 
gentlemen  of  the  first  respectability)  and  it  Hs  be- 
l.eved  will  be  sent  to  Halifax,  though  all  possible 
means  to  effect  their  release  were  used.  By  ,a 
j$ey  were  all  liberally  supplied.  : ».  " ; 


and  defeated  by  the  fort,  he  went  away  in  the  worst 
possible  humor,  and  a total  loss  that  may  amount  to 
not  less  than  800  men. 

The  following  is  from  a London  paper  of  June  17 — 
“Ii  is  understood,  that  the  grand  expedition  pre- 
paring at  Bordeaux  for  America,  under  the  gallant 
lord  Hill,  is  destined  for  the  Chesapeake  direct.  Our 
little  army  in  Canada,  will  at  the  same  instant,  be 
directed  to  make  a movement  jn  the  direction  of  the 
Snsqvchannah;  and  both  armies  will  therefore,  in  all 
probability  meet  at  Washington,  Philadelphia  or 
Baltimore.  7 'he  seat  of  the  American  government, 
BUT  MORE  PARTICULARLY  BALTIMORE  is  to 
be  the  immediate  object  of  attack,  In  the  diplomatic 
circles  it  is  also  rumored  that  our  naval  and  military 
commanders  on  the  American  station  have  no  power 
to  conclude  any  armistice  or  suspension  of  arms. 
They  carry  with  them  certain  terms,  which  will  be 
offered  to  the  American  government  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet.  The  terms  of  course,  are  not  made  pub- 
lic; but  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  America  will 
be  left  in  a much  worse  situation,  as  a naval  and 
commercial  power,  than  she  was  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war.” 


Copies  of  letters  from  major  gen.  Smith  of  the  Mary • 
land  militia,  to  the  secretary/  of  war. 

H.  Q.  Hampstead-hill,  Baltimore,  14tli  Sept.  1814—10  A.  M. 
sin — 1 have  the  honor  of  informing  you,  that  the 
enemy,  after  an  unsuccessful  attempt  both  by  land 
and  water,  on  this  place,  appear  to  be  retiring. 

We  have  a force  hanging  on  their  rear — I shall  give 
you  further  particulars  in  the  course  of  the  day. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  S.  SMI  l'H,  major  general  commanding. 
P.  S.  The  enemy’s  vessels  in  the  Patapsco  are  all 
under  way  going  down  the  river.  I have  good  reason 
to  believe  that  general  Ross  is  mortally  wounded. 
Honorable  James  JMonroe , acting  secretary  of  war. 

Head-quarters,  Baltimore,  15th  September,  1814. 
sTit — I Ixive  been  so  incessantly  occupied,  that  it 
has  been  impossible  for  me  to  convey  to  you  the  in- 
formation respecting  the  enemy,  which  it  would  have 
been  proper  for  you  to  have  received  from  me.  A 
detailed  statement  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  it 
can  be  made  out;  in  the  mean  time,  I have  the  plea- 
sure to  inform  you  that  the  enemy  embarked  their 
rear  guard  about  1 o’clock,  and  that  their  ships,  a 
few  excepted,  are  out  of  the  river;  their  destination . 
unknown. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 
SAMUEL  SMITH,  major  general  commanding. 
Colonel  James  Monroe,  acting  secretary  of  war. 

Head-quarters,  Baltimore,  September  15th,  1814. 
sin — I have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you,  for  your 
disposal,  two  letters  from  British  officers,  received 
by  Dr.  McCulloh.  (garrison  surgeon,)  whom  I had 
sent  to  the  battle  ground  to  attend  our  wounded. 

I have  also  the  honor  to  send  you  enclosed  a list 
of  our  wounded  who  were  made  prisoners,  and  of 
the  agreement  made  by  doctor  McCulloh  respecting 
them. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  vour  most  obedient  ser- 
vant. SAMUEL  SMITH,  maj.  gen.  com’g^ 

Colonel  James  Monroe,  acting  secretary  of  war. 

In  CQtisequence  of  the  humanity  shewn  the  follow- 
ing American  prisoners  of  war,  I do  promise  upon 
honor  that  they  shall  not  directly  or  indirectly  serve 
against  the  British  until  regularly  exchanged. 

James  H.  McCulloh,  Henry  Brice,  George  Repert, 
i.Tacob  Noyle,  John  Robinson,  James  N.  Mariott, 

| Charles  Goddard,  Walter  Muskett,  Bryan  Allen, 
George  Reintzell,  Jacob  Hubbard,  Benjamin  Fleet- 
j wood,  Thomas  Brengman,  John  Pidgeon,  Luther  A. 
iNorvig,  Dtavid  Davis,  William  Collings,  John  Lamb, 
-Jarftes  J)S}vid>fc4',  William  Keane,  jun.  James  Gibson, 
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Richard  IC.  Cook,  Robert  Smith,  John  Jephson, 
George  Bennett,  Conrad  Euler. 

And  I do  further  engage  to  get  the  above  twenty- 
six  Americans  exchanged  as  soon  as  possible  for  a 
like  number  of  British  left  at  Bladensburg. 

JAMES  IT.  McCULLOlI,  jun. 
garrison  surgeon,  XT.  S.  army. 
Copy  of  a letter  from  major-general  Smith  to  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  dated 

Head-Quarters,  Baltimore,  September  19,  1814. 

Snt — In  compliance  with  the  promise  contained  in 
my  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  l have  now  the  honor 
of  stating,  that  the  enemy  landed  between  seven  and 
eight  thousand  men  on  Monday,  the  12ih  instant,  at 
North  Point,  fourteen  miles  distant  from  this  town 
Anticipating  this  debarkation,  general  Strieker  had. 
been  detached  on  Sunday  evening  with  a portion  of 
his  brigade  on  the  North  Point  road.  Major  Randal, 
of  the  Baltimore  county  militia,  having  under  his 
command  a light  corps  of  riflemen  and  musquetry 
taken  from  general  Stansbury’s  brigade  and  the 
Pennsylvania  volunteers,  was  detached  to  the  mouth 
of  Bear  creek,  with  orders  to  co-operate  with  general 
Strieker,  and  to  check  any  landing  which  the  enemy 
might  attempt  in  that  quarter.  On  Monday,  briga- 
dier-general Strieker  took  a position  at  the  junction 
of  the  two  roads  leading  from  this  place  to  North 
Point,  having  his  right  flanked  by  Bear  creek,  and 
his  left  by  a marsh.  He  here  awaited  the  approach 
of  the  enemy,  having  sent  on  an  advanced  corps 
under  the  command  of  major  Heath  of  the  5th  regi- 
ment. This  advance  was  met  by  that  of  the  enemy, 
and  after  some  skirmishing  it  returned  to  the  line, 
the  main  body  of  the  enemy  being  at  a short  dis- 
tance in  rear  of  their  advance.  Between  two  and 
three  o’clock,  the  enemy’s  whole  force  came  up  and 
commenced  the  battle  by  some  discharges  of  rockets, 
which  were  succeeded  by  the  cannon  from  both 
sides,  and  soon  after  the  action  became  general 
jalong  the  line.  General  Strieker  gallantly  maintained 
his  ground  against  a great  superiority  of  numbers 
during  the  space  of  ao  hour  and  twenty  minutes, 
when  the  regiment  on  his  left  (the  51st)  giving 
way,  he  w..s  under  the  necessity  of  retiring  to  the 
ground  in  his  rear,  where  he  had  stationed  one  regi- 
ment as  a reserve.  He  here  formed  his  brigade;  but 
the  enemy  not  thinking  it  advisable" to  pursue,  he, 
in  compliance  with  previous  arrangements,  fell  back 
and  took  post  on  the  left  of  my  entrenchments,  and 
half  a mile  in  advance  of  them.  In  this  affair  the  ci- 
tizen soldiers  of  Baltimore,  with  the  exception  of 
the  51st  regiment,  have  maintained  the  reputation 
they  so  deservedly  acquired  at  Bladensburg,  and 
their  brave  and  skilful  leader  has  confirmed  the  con- 
fkjepcc  which  we  had  all  so  justly  placed  in  him.  1 
take  the  liberty  of  referring  you  to  his  letter  for  the 
more  particular  mention  of  the  individuals  who,  new 
to  warfare,  have  shown  the  coolness  and  valor  of 
veterans;  and  who.  by  their  conduct  on  this  occasion, 
have  given  their  country  and  their  city  an  assurance 
of  what  may  be  expected  from  them  when  their  ser- 
vices are  again  required.  1 cannot  dismiss  the  sub- 
ject without  expressing  the  heart-felt  satisfaction  1 
experience  in  thus  bearing  testimony  to  the  courage 
■and  good  conduct  of  my  fellow  townsmen.  About the 
time  general  Strieker  had  taken  the  ground  just 
mentioned,  he  was  joined  by  brigadier-general  Win- 
der, who  had  been  stationed,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
city,  but  was  now  ordered  to  march  with  general 
Douglas’s  brigade  of  Virginia  militia  and  the  United 
•States’  dragoons  under  captain  Bird,  and  take  post 
on  the  left  of  general  Strieker.  During  these  move- 
ments, the  brigades  of  generals  Stansbury  and  Fore- 
man, the  seamen  and  marines  under^  .corpmodoi'e 
Rodgers*  the  Pennsylvania  voluntetfr’fo  uiqfeji  cofsonsfi 


Cobean  and  Findley,  the  Baltimore  artillery  under 
colonel  Harris,  and  the  Marine  artillery  under  capt. 
Stiles,  manned  the  trenches  and  the  batteries — all 
prepared  to  receive  the  enemy.  We  remained  in  this 
situation  during  the  night. 

On  Tuesday  the  enemy  appeared  in  front  of  my 
entrenchjnents  at  the  distance  of  two  miles,  on  urn 
Philadelphia  road,  from  whence  he  had  a full  view  of 
our  position.  He  manoeuvred  during  the  mo;ning 
towards  our  left,  as  if  with  the  intention  of  making  a 
circuitous  march  and  coming  down  on  the  Harford 
or  York  roads.  Generals  Winder  and  Strieker  were 
ordered  to  adapt  their  movements  to  those  of  the 
enemy  so  as  to  baffle  this  supposed  intention.  They 
executed  this  order  With  great  skill  and  judgment 
by  taking  an  advantageous  position,  stretching  from 
my  left  across  the  country,  when  the  enemy  was 
likely  to  approach  the  quarter  he  seemed  to  threaten. 
This  movement  induced  the  enemy  to  concentrate 
his  forces  (between  one  and  two  o’clock)  in  my 
front,  pushing  his  advance  to  within  a mile  of  us, 
driving  in  our  Odettes  and  shewing  an  intention  of 
attacking  us  that  evening.  I immediately  drew  gene- 
rals Winder  and  Strieker  nearer  to  the  left  of  my 
entrenchments  and  to  the  right  of  the  enemj1,  with 
the  intention  of  their  falling  on  His  right  or  rear 
should  he  attack  me;  or,  if  he  declined  it,  of  attack- 
ing him  in  the  morning.  To  this  movement  and  to 
the  strength  of  my  defences,  which  the  enemy  had 
the  fairest  opportunity  of  observing,  I am  induced 
to  attribute  his  retreat,  which  was  commenced  at 
half  past  one  o’clock  on  Wednesday  morning.  In 
this  he  was  so  favored  by  the  extreme  darkness  and 
a continued  rain,  that  we  did  not  discover  it  until 
day-light.  I consented  to  general  Winder’s  pursuing 
with  the  Virginia  brigade  and  the  United  States’ 
dragoons;  at  the  same  time  major  Randal  was  dis- 
patched with  his  light  corps  in  pursuit  on  the  ene- 
my’s right,  whilst  the  whole  of  the  militia  cavalry 
was  put  in  motion  for  the  same  object.  All  the  troop's 
were,  however,  so  worn  out  with  continued  watching, 
and  with  being  under  arms  during  three  clays  and 
nights,  exposed  the  greater  part  of  the  time  to  very 
inclement  weather,  that  it  was  found  impracticable 
to  do  any  thing  more  than  pick  up  a few  stragglers. 
The  enemy  commenced  his  embarkation  that  even- 
ing, and  completed  it  the  next  day  at  one  o’clock. 
It  would  have  been  impossible,  even  had  our  troops 
been  in  a condition  to  act  offensively,  to  have  cut  off 
any  part  of  the  enemy’s  rear  guard  during  the  embar- 
kation, as  the  point  where  it  was  effected  was  de- 
fended from  our  approach  by  a line  of  defences  ex- 
tending from  Back  river  to  Humphrey's  creek  on  the 
Patapsco,  thrown  up  by  ourselves  previous  to  their 
arrival. 

I have  now  the  pleasure  of  calling  your  attention 
to  the  brave  commander  of  Fort  M ‘.Henry,  Major 
Armstead,  and  to  the  operations  confided  to  that 
quarter.  The  enemy  made  his  approach  by  water 
at  the  same  time  that  his  army  was  advancing  on 
the  land,  and  commenced  a discharge  of  bombs  and 
rockets  at  the  fort  as  soon  as  he  got  within  range  ofv 
it.  The  situation  of  major  Armistead  was  peculiar- 
ly trying — The  enemy  having  taken  his  position  at 
such  a distance  as  to  render  offensive  operations  on 
the  part  of  the  fort  entirely  fruitless,  whilst  their 
bombs  and  rockets  were  every  moment  falling  in 
and  about  it — the  officers  and  men  being  at  the  same 
time  entirely  exposed.  The  vessels,  however,  had 
the  temerity  to  approach  somewhat  nearer — they 
were  as  soon  compelled  to  withdraw.  During  the 
night,  whilst  the  enemy  on  land  was  retreating,  and 
whilst  the  bombardment  was  most  severe,  two  or 
tlu*ee  rocket  vessels  and  barges  succeeded  in  get 
ftngAqf  $he  F erry  Branch;  hut  they  were  soon  com 
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pellecl  to  retire,  by  the  forts  in  that  quarter,  com- 
manded by  lieut.  Newcomb,  of  the  navy  and  lieut. 
Webster  of  the  flotilla.  These  forts  also  destroy- 
ed one  of  the  barges,  with  all  on  board. — The  barges 
and  battery  at  the  lazaretto,  under  the  command  of 
lieut.  Rutter,  of  the  flotilla,  kept  up  a brisk,  audit 
is  believed,  a successful  fire  during  the  hottest  peri- 
od of  the  bombardment.  Maj.  Armstead  being  se- 
riously ill  in  consequence  of  his  continued  exposure 
to  the  weather,  has  rendered  it  impossible  tor  him 
to  send  in  his  report.  It  is  not,  therefore  in  my  pow- 
er to  do  justice  to  those  gallant  individuals,  who  par- 
took with  him  the  danger  of  a tremendous  bombard- 
ment, without  the  ability  of  retorting,  and  without 
that  security,  which  in  more  regular  fortifications  Is 
provided  for  such  occasions.  The  only  loss  sustain- 
ed in  the  fort,  is,  I understand,  about  27  killed  and 
wounded — amongst  the  former  I have  to  lament  the 
fall  oflieuts.  Claggett  and  Clemm,  who  were  both 
estimable  citizens  and  useful  officers. 

From  general  Strieker’s  brigade,  the  return  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  has  not  yet  come  in.  It  is 
supposed,  however,  to  amount  to  about  150 — among 
the  former,  this  city  has  to  regret  the  loss  of  its  re- 
presen tative  in  the  state  legislature,  James  Lowry 
Donaldson,  esq.  adjutant  of  the  27th  regt.  This  gen- 
tleman will  ever  be  remembered  by  his  constituents 
for  his  zeal  and  talents,  and  by  his  corps  for  his 
bravery  and  military  knowledge. 

I cannot  conclude  this  report  without  informing 
you  of  the  great  aid  I have  derived  from  commodore 
Rodgers.  He  was  ever  present  and  ever  ready  to 
afford  his  useful  council,  and  to  render  his  impor- 
tant services.  His  presence,  with  that  of  his  gal- 
lant officers  and  seamen,  gave  confidence  to  every 
one. 

The  enemy’s  loss  in  his  attempt  on  Baltimiwe, 
amounts,  as  near  as  we  can  ascertain  it,  to  between 
six  or  seven  hundred  k lied,  wounded  and  missing — 
Gen  Ross  was  certainly  killed. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant,  S.  SMITH, 

Miij.  gen.  commanding. 

Colonel  James  Monroe, 

Acting  secretary  of  war. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  brigadier  general  Strieker , dated 
Head-quarters  3d  Brigade— Baltimore,  Sept.  15, 18U. 
MAJ.  GEN.  S.  SMITH, 

SIR — I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you,  that,  in 
obedience  to  your  orders,  I marched  from  Baltimore 
on  Sunday  the  11th  inst.  with  part  of  my  brigade,  as 
the  advance  corps  of  the  army  under  your  command. 
My  force  consisted  of  550  of  the  5'h  regiment  un- 
der lieut.  col.  Sterett;  620  of  the  6th,  under  lieut. 
col.  M‘Donald;  500  of  the  27th,  under  lieut.  col. 
Long;  450  of  the  39th,  under  lieut.  col.  Fowler;  700 
of  the  51st  under  lieut.  col.  Arncy;  150  riflemen  un- 
der capt.  Dyer;  140  cavalry  under  lieut.  col.  Buys; 
and  the  Union  Artillery  of  75  men,  with  six  four- 
pounders,  under  capt.  Montgomery,  making  an  ag- 
gregate of  3185  effective  men.  I moved  towards 
North  Point  by  the  main  road,  and  at  8 o’clock  P. 
M.  reached  the  meeting-house  near  the  head  of  Bear 
creek,  seven  miles  from  this  city.  Here  the  brigade 
hulled,  with  the  exception  of  the  cavalry,  who  were 
pushed  forward  to  Gorsuch’s  farm  three  miles  in 
advance,  and  the  riflemen  who  took  post  near  the 
blacksmith’s  shop  two  miles  in  advance  of  our  en 
campment.  At  seven  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
12th,  I received  information  from  the  advanced  vi- 
dettes  that  the  enemy  were  debarking  troops  from 
and  under  cover  of  'their  gun  vessels  which  lay  oft 
the  bluff  of  North  Point  within  the  mouth  of  Pataps- 
co  river.  I immediately  ordered  back  my  baggage 
Under  a strong  guard,  moved  forward  the  5th  and 


-27th  regiments,  and  my  artillery  to  the  head  ofLong- 
log-lane  (so  called)  resting  the  5th  with  its  right  on 
the  head  of  a branch  of  Bear  creek,  and  its  left  on 
the  main  North  Point  road,  while  the  27th  was  post- 
ed on  the  other  side  of  the  road  in  line  with  the 
5th,  its  left  extending  towards  a branch  of  Back  ri- 
ver. Tiie  artillery  I posted  directly  at  the  head  of 
uie  lane  in  the  interval  between  the  5th  and  27Ui. 

1 Tiie  39th  occupied  a ground  300  yards  in  the  rear  of 
|the27lh,  and  the  51st  the  same  distance  in  rear  of 
j the  5th,  extending  each  parallel  to  the  front  line. 
(The  6iii  regiment  was  thrown  back  to  a position  a 
| short  distance  this  side  of  Cook’s  tavern,  and  half  a 
| mile  in  the  rear  of  the  second  line.  My  orders  were, 

I that  the  5th  and  27th  should  receive  the  enemy! 
and,  it  necessary,  fall  back  through  ihe  5lst  and 
Jand  39th,  and  form  on  the  right  of  the  6th  or  re- 
j serve  regiment.  The  riflemen  were  ordered  to  the 
skirts  of  a thick  low  pine  wood  beyond  the  black” 
j smith’s  shop,  with  a large  sedgefield  in  front,  that  as 
j the  cavalry  were  still  in  advance  who  would  inform 
j of  the  enemy's  approach,  they  might  take  advan- 
j tage  of  the  covering  of  the  wood  and  annoy  his  ad- 
vance. 1 soon  learned  that  the  enemy’s  advance  par- 
ty was  moving  rapidly  up  the  main  road,  and  as*the 
cavalry  continually  announced  their  progress,  I flat- 
tered myself  with  the  hope  that  the  riflemen  would 
soon  proclaim  by  a galling  fire  their  still  nearer  ap- 
proach. Imagine  mv  chagrin  when  1 perceived  the 
whole  rifle  corps  falling  back  upon  my  main  posi- 
tion, having  too  credulously  listened  to  groundless 
information  that  the  enemy  were  landing  on  Back 
river  to  cut  them  off.  My  hopes  of  early  annoyance  to 
the  enemy  being  thus' frustrated,  I threw  the  riflemen 
on  the  right  flank  of  my  front  line,  thereby,  with  the 
addition  of  a few  cavalry,  very  well  securing  that 
flank.  My  videltes  soon  brought  information  that 
the  enemy  in  small  force  was  enjoying  himself  at 
Gorsuch’s  farm.  Insulted  at  the  idea  of  a small 
marauding  party  thus  daringly  provoking  chastise- 
ment, several  of  my  officers  volunteered  their  corps 
to  dislodge  it.  Captains  Levering’s  and  Howard’s 
companies  from  the  5th,  about  150  in  number,  under 
m.jor  Heath  of  that  regiment;  capt.  Aisquith’s  and 
1 kw  other  riflemen,  in  all  about  70;  one  4 pounder 
widi  10  men  under  lieut.  Stiles,  and  theeavalry,  were 
immediately  pushed  forward  to  punish  the  insolence 
of  the  enemy’s  advance;  or,  if  his  main  body  appear- 
ed, to  give  evidence  of  my  wish  for  a general  en- 
gagement. The  latter  purpose  Was  soon  answered; 
this  small  volunteer  corps  had  proceeded  scarcely 
half  a mile  before  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  shew- 
ed itself,  which  was  immediately  attacked.  The  in- 
fantry and  riflemen  maintained* a fire  of  some  min- 
utes, and  retired  with  some  loss  in  killed  and  wound- 
ed; the  cavalry  and  artillery  owing  to  the  disadvan- 
tageous grounds  not  being  able  to  support  them.— 
In  this  skirmish,  major  Heath’s  horse  was  killed  un- 
der him.  At  half-past  2 o’clock,  the  enemy  com- 
menced throwing  rockets  across  my  left  flank,  which 
seemed  harmless,  and  had  no  oilier  effect  than  to 
prepare  my  line  for  the  sound  of  the  artillery,  which 
soon  commenced  by  us  on  the  enemy’s  right  column 
then  pushing  across  towards  my  left,  and  returned 
by  their  six-pounders  and  a howitzer  upon  my  left 
Hi :d  centre.  Ihe  cannonading1  was  brisk  for  some 
minutes,  when  I ordered  my  fire  to  cease  until  the 
enemy  should  get  within  close  range  of  cannister. — 
Seeing  that  my  left  flank  was  the  main  object  of  the 
enemy,  I brought  up  the  39th  into  line  on  the  left  of 
the  27th,  and  detached  two  pieces  of  artillery  to  the 
lelt  of  tiie  39th:  still  fnofe  securely  to  pr«tect  my 
left  flank,  colonel  Amey  of  the  51st  was  ordered  to 
form  his  regiment  at  right  angles  with  mv  line, 
'resting  his  right  near  the  left  of  the39lU  regime 
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This  order  being  badly  executed  created  for  a mo- 
ment some  confusion  in  that  quarter,  but  was  soon 
rectified  by  the  efforts  of  my  aid-de-camp  and  brigade 
majors,  who  corrected  the  error  of  colonel  Amey 
and  posted  the  51st  in  its  ordered  position.  The 
enemy’s  right  column  displayed  and  advanced  upon 
the  39th  and  27th.  The  51st,  unmindful  of  my  ob-. 
ject  to  use  its  fire  in  protection  of  my  left  flank  in 
case  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  turn  it,  totally  for- 
getful of  the  honor  of  the  brigade,  and  regardless  of 
its  own  reputation,  delivered  one  random  fire  and  re- 
treated precipitately,  and  in  such  confusion,  as  to 
render  every  effort  of  mine  to  rally  them  ineffective. 
Some  disorder  was  occasioned  in  the  second  batta- 
lion of  the  39th,  by  the  flight  of  the  51st,  and  a few 
gave  way.  The  fire  now  became  general  from  left 
to  right;  my  artillery  In  the  centre  poured  forlh  an 
incessant  volley  of  cannister  upon  the  enemy’s  left 
column,  who  were  endeavoring  to  gain  the  cover  of  a 
small  log-house,  about  50  yards  in  front  of  the  5th; 
which,  however,  precaution  had  been  taken  to  fire,  so 
soon  as  captain  Sadtler’s  Yagers -from  the  5th  (who 
were  originally  posted  therein)  should  be  compelled 
to  leave  it.  The  enemy’s  line. advanced  about  10  mi- 
mites  before  3 o’clock,  with  a severe  fire  which  was 
well  returned  by  the  artillery,  the  whole  27th,  the 
5th  except  the  three  companies  of  captains  Levering, 
Howard  and  Sadtler,  which  were  too  much  exhaust- 
ed by  the  advanced  skirmish  of  the  two  former — and 
the  ordered  retreat  of  the  latter  to  resume  their  po- 
sitions in  Jinej-TT-and  from  the  first  battalion  of  the 
39th,  who  maintained  its  ground  in  despite  of  the 
disgraceful  example  set  by  the  intended  support  on 
the  left.  The  fire  was  incessant  till  about  15  minutes 
before  4 o'clock,  when,  finding  that  my  line  now  1400 
strong,  was  insufficient  to  withstand  the  superior 
numbers  of  the  enemy,  and  my  left  flank  being  ex- 
posed by  the  desertion  of  the  51st,  I was  constrained 
to  order  a movement  back  to  the  reserve  regiment, 
under  colonel  M‘Donald,  which  was  well  posted  to 
receive  the  retired  line  which  mostly  rallied  well. 
On  forming  with  the  6th,  the  fatigued  state  of  the 
regiments  and  corps  which  had  retired,  and  the  pro- 
bability that  my  right  flank  might  be  turned  by  a 
quick  movement  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction,  in- 
duced me,  after  proper  deliberation,  to  fall  back  to 
Worthington’s  mill;  which  1 was  the  more  persuaded 
to,  by  my  desire  to  have  the  6th  regiment  (whose 
officers  and  men  were  eager  to  share  the  dangers  of 
their  brother  soldiers)  perfect  and  in  good  order  to 
receive  the  enemy  on  his  nearer  approach  to  the  city. 
All  retired  as  I could  wish,  and  were  ready  lo  act  as 
circumstances  might  require.  In  this  situation  you 
found  the  brigade  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  some- 
what fatigued,  but  with  increased  confidence  in  our- 
selves, and  renewing  our  preparation  for  the  annoy- 
ance of  the  enemy  alone,  if  deemed  proper,  or  in  con- 
junction with  any  other  force. 

I have  thought  it  due  to  the  merits  of  my  brigade, 
to  detail  thus  fully  their  whole  movement,  and  I feel 
a pride  in  the  belief  that  the  stand  made  on  Monday 
in  no  small  degree,  tended  to  check  the  temerity  of 
a foe,  daring  to  invade  a country  like  ours,  and  de- 
signing the  destruction  of  our  city,  in  whose  defence 
some  of  the  best  blood  of  the  country  has  already 
been  spilt,  and  for  whose  safety  and  protection  the 
citizen-soldiers  of  the  3d  brigade  are  ready  to  suffer 
every  privation,  and  meet  every  danger.  Should  re- 
port be  true,  (and  I doubt  not  the  fact)  that  the 
enemy’s  commanding  officer,  major-general  Ross 
was  killed  in  this  action,  and  that  the  enemy  suffer- 
ed in  proportion  to  his  superior  numbers,  I shall 
feel  still  more  the  valuable  consequences  of  our  fight. 

The  conduct  of  many  company  officers  and  pri- 
vates, was  such  as  I calculated  on  ; that  of  most  of  I 


my  field  officers  also  merits  my  particular  potice. — 
Ma  jor  Richard  K.  Heath  of  the  5th,  who  lad  on  the 
advance  party  to  bring  on  the  action,  behaved  as  be- 
came an  officer , the  facts  of  his  first  horse  being 
killed  under  him  in  the  first  skirmish,  his  second 
-being  badly  wounded,  and  himself  receiving  a con- 
tusion on' the  head,  by  a musket  ball,  in  the  general 
action,  are  ample  proofs  of  his  bravery  and  exposure 
in  discharge  of  his  duty.  Lieut,  col.  Slerett,  and 
major  Barry  of  the  5ih,  gained  my  highest  appro- 
bation, and  they  unite  with  all  in  praise  of  captain 
Spangler  and  his  company  of  volunteers,  from  Yotk, 
Pa.  then  attached  to  their  command ; also  of  adju- 
tant Cheston,  who  is  slightly  -/ounded,  Lieut,  col. 
Long  of  the  2.7th,  and  his  field  and  company  officers, 
did  well this  whole  regiment  were  unsurpassed  in 
bravery,  resolution  and  enthusiasm.  My  brigade 
has  to  bewail  the  loss  of  adjutant  James  Loiory  Do- 
naldson, who  fell  in  the  hottest  of  tha  fight,  bravely 
discharging  the  duties  of  his  commission.  Lieut, 
col.  Fowler,  and  major  Steiger  of  the  39th  did  their 
duty  in  every  respect ; they  speak  highly  of  the 
volunteer  companies  of  capt.  Quantril,  from  Hagers- 
town, and  capt.  Metz  gar  from  Hanover,  Pa.  Capt, 
Quantril  is  wounded.  Captain  John  Montgomery', 
commanding  my  artillery,  gained  for  himself  and 
his  company  lasting  honor.  Captain  Aisquith,  and 
his  company  of  riflemen,  merit  my  thanks.  Ensign 
Wilmot,  commanding  the  company  of  United  'Vol- 
unteers of  the  5th,  and  many  of  his  men,  distin- 
guished themselves.  To  brigade  majors  Calhoun 
and  Frailey,  I am  under  great  obligations  for  the 
prompt,  and  zealous  performance  of  their  duty. — 
To  my'  aid-de-camp,  major  George  P.  Stevenson,  too 
much  praise  canno,t  be  given,  his  industry  in  every 
arrangement  before  the  fight,  and  in  animating  the 
whole  line,  was  conspicuous  ; his  zeal  and  courage 
are  of  the  mosf  ardent  kind,  the  sprightliness  of  his 
manners  in  the  most  trying  scenes  had  the  happiest 
effect  upon  all  to  whom  he  had  to  communicate  my 
orders;  and  the  precision  with  which  he  delivered 
my  commands,  could  be  exceeded  only  by  the  cool- 
ness with  which  he  always  saw  them  executed.  He 
was  animated,  brave,  and  useful.  Major  William 
B.  Barney,  and  adjutant  Lemuel  Taylor,  of  the 
cavalry,  who,  having  no  opportunity  of  distinction 
in  their  regiment  owing  to  the  grounds,  did  me 
great  service,  the  former  in  aiding  capt.  Montgome- 
ry, the  latter  in  conveying  my  orders  through  the 
whole.  Mr.  Robert  Goodloe  Harper  deserves  my 
thanks.  He  visited  me  just  before  the  action  ; ac- 
companied the  advanced  party,  and  aided  me  much 
throughout.  The  brave  soldiers  under  my  command 
have  suffered  many  privations,  and  I recognise  among 
our  killed  and  wounded  many  valuable  men  ; of 
which  I will  make  a report  in  a few  days. 

I haye  the  honor  fo  be,  vour  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  STRICKEN, 

Brig.  Gen.  Com.  3d  brigade,  J\I.  J\i „ 
GENERAL  ORDERS. 

H.  Q.  Baltimore , September  19,  1814. 

The  enemy  having  been  compelled  to  retire  from 
before  this  city, the  ma  jor  general  commanding  takes 
pleasure  in  congratulating  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, upon  a relaxation  of  those  severe  duties  to 
wjiich  they  were  for  some  days  necessarily  exposed. 
The  readiness  with  which  theysubmitted  to  privations 
of  every  kind,  was  as  gratifying  to  him  as  the  alacrity 
with  which  they  flew  to  arms  for  the  protection  of  the 
city.  He  feels  a particular  pleasure  in  imparting  to 
every  officer  and  soldier  his  warm  acknowledgements 
for  the  zeal  they  displayed  in  marching  to  meet  the 
enemy,  whose  object  by  his  own  declaration  is  known 
to  be  devastation  and  ruin  to  every  assailable  point 
Ipn  tfie  seaboard.  It  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  the 
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commanding  general  seizes  this  opportunity  of  ac-i principally  en  masse,  and  when  assembled  were  to 
knowledging  the  very  great  assistance  he  has  re-  ■ be  organized,  armed,  equipped  and  disciplined.  All 
Ceived  from  the  counsel  and  active  exertions  of  com-  this  has  been  effected  through  their  indefatigable  ex- 
mdclore  Rodgers.  Ilis  exertions  and  those  of  his  ertions.  To  these  gentlemen  the  commanding  ge- 
brave  officers  and  seamen,  have  contributed  in  a very  neral  tenders  his  sincere  thanks.  The  enthusiasm- 
eminent  degree  to  the  safety  of  the  city,  and  should  i shown  by  their  men  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy, 
be  remembered  with  lively  emotions  of  gratitude  by  (gave  a full  assurance  that  reliance  might  be  placed 

every  citizen.  . 011  t^eni 

The  successful  defence  of  Fort  M‘IIenry  by  major 


Armistead  of  the  United  States  arm1}'  having  under 
his  command  (besides  his  own  corps)  three  compa- 
nies of  colonel  Harris’s  regiment  of  artillery  com- 
manded by  captains  Berry  and  Nicholson  and  lieu- 
tenant Pennington  and  a part  of  the  36'di  and  38th 
regiments  of  United  States  infantry  commanded  by 
lieutenant  colonel  Steuart,  is  beyond  all  praise.  Their 
gallantry  and  intrepidity  enabled  them  to  defend  the 
fort  against  every  effort  of  the  ememy,  and  there  is 
no  doubt,  that  this  intrepid  officer  will  be  rewarded 
by  the  government.  The  voluntary  services  of  ma- 
jor Lane  of  the  14th  regiment  of  United  States  infan- 
try were  highly  useful  and  duly  appreciated  by  major 
Armistead.  Lieutenant  Newcomb  of  the  navy,  who 
commanded  Fort  Covington  and  lieutenant  W ebster 
of  the  flotilla,  the  city  battery,  performed  their  res- 
pect ive  duties  to  the  entire  satisfaction  or  the  com- 
manding general. 

To  brigadier  general  Winder  he  lenders  his  thanks 
for  his  aid,  co-operation  and  prompt  pursuit  of  the 
enemy.  To  brigadier  general  Douglass  with  his 
brigade,  and  to  colonel  Taylor  with  his  regiment  of 
Virginia  militia  called  into  service  for  the  defence 
of  Washington,  the  commanding  general  also  makes 


The  light  corps  under  major  Randall  performed 
in  a manner  highly  honorable  the  services  assigned 
it,  and  the  major’s  conduct  evinced  a firmness,  bra- 
very and  talent  for  a military  life. 

The  excellent  discipline  and  order  oi  the  artillery 
under  colonel  Harris,  and  marine  artillery  under 
captain  Stiles,  affords  a certainty  of  their  good  con- 
duct. Tiie  regularity  which  prevails  in  those  corps 
does  them  honor  and  affords  an  excellent  example 
to  others.  Fatiguing  as  were  the  duties  imposed  on 
the  United  States  cavalry  under  captain  Bird,  and  the 
militia  cavalry  under  lieutenant  colonels  Moore, 
Biays,  Street  and  Tilghman,  and  captain  Lee,  they 
were  performed  with  an  alacrity  and  promptness 
highly  honorable  to  the  officers  and  men.  To  cap- 
tain Thompson  of  the  flying  artillery  and  his  com- 
pany, the  commanding  general  tenders  his  thanks 
for  their  unremitting  personal  attention  as  his  guard, 
their  readiness  in  carrying  orders  and  the  various 
separate  duties  assigned  them,  and  to  major  Barney 
and  captain  Thompson  with  their  corps  of  observa- 
tion for  the  correct  information  received  from  themv 

The  guns  at  the  Lazaretto  were  well  served  by 
lieutenant  Rutter  of  the  Flotilla,  whose  conduct  in 
the  discharge  of  that,  as  weH  as  the  highly  important 


a tender  of  his  acknowledgments.  They  have  sus-  duty  of  advanced  night. guards  to  the  fort,  has  met. 
tained  privations  with  patience-,  and  submitted  to  a the  entire  approbation  of  the  commanding  general, 
soldier’s  life  with  a temper  that  does  them  credit.  ;To  the  committee  of  vigilance  and  safety  lie  feels" 
To  the  officers  much  praise  is  due  for  the  discipline  j himself  under  particular  obligations  to  acknowledge 
they  have  introduced,  for  their  attention  to  their  men,  | the  many  advantages  he  derived  from  their  exertions 
and  prompt  obedience  to  orders.  in  providing  the  means  necessary  for  defence. 

To  brigadier  general  Striker  and  the  3d  brigade  Such  was  the  determined  zeal  evinced  on  the  part 
of  Maryland  militia,  every  praise  is  due;  the  city  of  every  brigade  and  corps  under  his  command,  that 
being  threatened,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  citizens  the  commanding  general  is  impressed  with  a full 
to  be  foremost  in  its  defence.  He  claimed  the  honor,  conviction,  "that  had  the  enemy  made  his  attack  it 


and  the  brave  officers  and  men  under  his  command 
hailed  with  delight  the  opportunity  of  meeting  the 
enemy’s  first  attack:  he  met  the  enemy  and  engaged 
him,  and  when  compelled  by  superior  numbers  to 
retreat,  he  effected  it  in  order,  and  rallied  on  his  re- 
serve, and  from  thence  retired  to  the  ground  which 
had  been  assigned  him  near  the  lines.  The  particu- 
lars of  the  action  and  the  just  praise  due  to  each  offi- 
ce*, are  given  bv  the  brigadier  general  in  his  report. 
He  reports  the  27th  regiment  under  colonel  Long,  as 
having  in  a particular  manner  distinguished  itself — 
he  gives  due  praise  to  the  5th,  under  colonel  Sterrett, 
aim  39lh  under  colonel  Fowler.  He  reports  that  his 
reserve  under  colonel  M‘Donald  merited  his  appro- 
bation, and  that  the  artillery  under  captain  Montgo- 
mery highly  distinguished  itself.  He  applauds  in 
terms  which  are  flattering,  the  conduct  of  major 
Pinckney’s  battalion  of  riflemen,  the  command  of 
which  on  this  occasion  having  devolved  on  captain 
Dyer.  He  mentions  in  lipporable  terms  the  bravery 
and  good  conduct  of  major  Heath  of  the  5th,  who 
had  two  horses  shot  under  him,  and  of  captains  Span- 
gler and  Metzgar  commanding  companies  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  of  captain  Quantril  with  a com- 
pany from  Hagerstown. 

The  Pennsylvania  volunteers  without  commissions, 
repaired  to  the  post  of  danger,  chose  officers  and  or- 
ganized themselves  into  regiments,  performed  all  the 
duties  of  soldiers  and  have  recommended  themselves 
in  a particular  manner  to  the  attention  of  the  com- 
manding general.  Much  praise  is  also  due  to  gene- 
rals 3 tans  bury  and,  Forman*  Th^r  mgp  o\H 


would  have  terminated  In  his  discomfiture  and  de- 
feat. 

By  order  of  major  general  S.  Smith, 

WM.  B ATES,  assist,  aclj.  g-en.  D.  M.  M. 

DIVISION  ORDERS. 
j Division.  Heail-quarters , ./Yew- church  street. 

September  15th,  1814. 

Brigadier  general  Winder  congratulates  the  troops 
of  his  command  upon  the  suspension  of  the  severe 
duty  to  winch  they  have  been  exposed  for  the  last 
four  days. 

The  garrison  of  fort  MTIenry  undef  the  command 
of  major  Armistead,  are  entitled  to,  and  receive,  the* 
warmest  acknowledgments  and  praise  from  the  bri- 
gadier general  for  their  steady  firm  and  intrepid  de  - 
portment during  an  almost  incessant  bombardment 
for  twenty-four  hours,  during  which  time  they  were 
exposed  to  an  incessant  shower  of  shells. 

The  militia  artillery  of  the  3d  brigade  under  cap- 
tains Nicholson  and  Berry,  and  lieutenant  Penning- 
ton vied  with  the  regulars  in  a firmness  and  compo- 
sure which  would  have  honored  veterans,  and  prove 
that  they  were  worthy  to  co-operate  with  the  regular 
artillery,  infantry  and  sea  fencibles  In  defence  of  that 
important  post.  Major  Armistead  receives  also  the 
warmest  acknowledgments  of  tfie  brigadier  general 
commanding,  for  his  able,  vigilant  and  exact  arrange- 
ments before  and  during  this  period  of  arduous  duty,, 
as  well  as  for  the  uniform  zeal,  vigor  and  ability  he 
has  discovered  in  his  preparations  for  the  defence  of 
the  post  immediately  committed  to  bis  change,  as 
for  the  prompt  and  |fi}cacicus  manner  in  whith  Fie 


sp  NILE#’  WEEKLY  REGISTER — SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  24,  1814. 


lias  complied  under  great  and  perplexing  difficulties 
with  demands  from  all  quarters  for  ammunition. 

Lieutenant  colonel  Steuart  and  major  Lane,  nei- 
ther of  whom  were  required  to  expose  themselves 
in  this  dangerous  post,  will  please  accept  the  briga- 
dier general’s  warmest  acknowledgments  for  the 
handsome  and  gallant  manner  in  which  they  volun- 
teered to  take  command  of  the  regular  infantry;  who 
with  their  officers  and  men,  have  evinced  the  most 
resolute  and  steady  intrepidity  in  the  midst  of  im- 
minent and  long  continued  danger. 

The  squadron  of  United  States  Light  Dragoons 
•under  captain  Bird,  have  proved  by  the  indefatigable 
and  bold  manner  in  which  they  have  constantly  kept 
-upon  the  very  lines  of  the  enemy  under  the  fire  of 
his  guards  and  the  regular  and  exact  intelligence 
which  they  have  constantly  given  of  his  situation, 
that  they  want  nothing  but. an  opportunity  to  signa- 
lize themselves.  The  bold  and  intrepid  charge  which 
■sergeant  Keller,  of  captain  Bird’s  company,  made 
upon  the  rear  guard  of  the  retreating  enemy  with 
but  three  dragoons  in  which  he  dispersed  a guard 
of  18  fusileers,  taking  6 of  them  prisoners  in  despite 
of  their  fire  and  that  of  a four  pounder  within  half 
cannister  distance  which  . made  three  discharges  at 
him  deserves  the  highest  approbation,  and  the  skill 
and  dexterity  with  which  he  accomplished  this  bold 
achievement  proves  he  will  be  competent  to  a more 
considerable  command  to  which  the  justice  of  his 
government  will  no  doubt  advance  him. 

Brigadier  general  Douglass  with  his  entire  brigade 
of  Virginia  militia  have  evinced  during  four  days 
of  the  most  active  and  arduous  duties,  under  the  se- 
verest privations  of  rest  and  refreshment,  in  constant 
exposure  to  the  unusual  inclemency  of  the  weather 
for  the  season,  a patience,  obedience,  and  alacrity 
for  the  most  dangerous  duties  which  cannot  be  stir- 
passed;  and  the  prompt  and  eager  pursuit  in  which 
they  yesterday  engaged,  after  the  retreating  enemy, 
in  .the  midst  of  heavy  and  constant  rain  after  such  a 
series  of  suffering  and  fatigue,  is  the  best  evidence 
which  can  be  given  that  the  patriotism  which  so 
promptly  led  them  to  the  field  in  defence  of  their 
country,  was  bottomed  upon  a courage  which  dan- 
gers and  difficulty  cannot  subdue. 

Lieutenant  colonel  Griffin  Taylor  with  his  regiment 
also  of  Virginia  militia  who  was  left  in  charge  of  the 
defences  in  part  on  the  Ferry -branch,  has  proved  by 
his  judicious  arrangements  and  the  zealous  manner 
in  which  he  was  supported  by  his  men  and  officers, 
that  he  only  wanted  an  occasion  to  prove  himself  and 
them  the  worthy  coadjutors  of  their  countrymen. 

The  enemy  has  retired  from  our  city  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  under  such  circumstances  as  will  deter  him 
from  again  attempting  it.  Those  gallant  Virginians 
will  have  the  consolation  of  believing  they  have  es- 
sentially contributed  to  its  safety. 

The  enemy  however  has  at  present  only  taken  re- 
fuge in  his  ships — he  still  remains  in  our  vicinity  and 
may  and  probably  will  return  if  he  knows  there  is  the 
least  relaxation  of  vigilance  or  readiness.  The  com- 
manding officers  of  corps  and  detachments  will  there- 
fore exert  themselves  with  unremitted  diligence  to 
repair  the  damages  of  the  late  fatigue  and  exposure 
— to  refresh  their  troops  and  hold  them  in  readiness 
for  moving  at  a moment’s  warning. 

By  order.  ROBT.  G.  HITE, 

assistant  adjutant  general. 


The  President’s  Message. 

The  following  message  was  on  Tuesday  last  trans- 
mitted from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by 
Mr.  Edward  Coles  his  secretary,  to  both  houses  of 
congress;  f 


Fcllcro-cilizens  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  R&* 
present  a tires. 

Notwithstanding  the  early  day  which  had  been 
: fixed  for  your  session  of  the  present  year,  1 was  in- 
duced to  call  you  together  still  sooner,  as  well  that 
any  inadequacy  in  the  existing  provisions  for  the 
wants  of  the  treasury  might  be  supplied,  as  that  no 
delay  might  happen  in  providing  for  the  result  of  the 
negotiations  on  foot  with  Great  Britain,  whether  it 
should  require  arrangements  adapted  to  a return  of 
peace,  or  further  and  more  effective  provisions  for 
prosecuting  the  war. 

That  result  is  not  yet  known.  If,  on  one  hand, 
the  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council,  and  the  general 
pacification  in  Europe,  which  withdrew  the  occasion 
on  which  impressments  from  American  vessels  were 
practised,  suggest  expectations  that  peace  and  ami- 
ty may  be  re-established;  we  are  compelled,  on  the 
other  hand,  by  the  refusal  of  the  Britsh  government 
to  accept  the  offered  mediation  of  the  emperor  of 
Russia;  by  the  delays  in  giving  effect  to  its  own  pro- 
posal of  a direct  negociation;  and  above  all,  by  the 
principles  and  manner  in  which  the  war  is  now  avow- 
edly carried  on,  to  infer  that  a spirit  of  hostility  is 
indulged  more  violent  than  ever,  against  the  rights 
and  prosperity  of  this  country. 

This  increased  violence  is  best  explained  by  the 
two  important  circumstances,  that  the  great  contest 
in  Europe,  for  an  equilibrium  guaranteeing  all  its 
states  against  the  ambition  of  any,  has  been  closed 
without  any  check  on  the  overbearing  power  of 
Great  Britain  on  the  ocean;  and  that  it  has  left  ill 
her  hands  disposable  armaments,  with  which,  for- 
getting the  difficulties  of  a remote  war  against  a free 
people;  and  yielding  to  the  intoxication  of  success, 
with  the  example  of  a great  victim  to  it  before  her 
eyes,  she  cherishes  hopes  of  still  further  aggrandiz- 
ing a power  already  formidable  in  its  abuses  to  the 
tranquility  of  the  civilized  and  commercial  world. 

But,  whatever  may  have  inspired  the  enemy  with 
these  more  violent  purposes,  the  public  councils  of 
a nation,  more  able  to  maintain  than  it  was  to  ac- 
quire its  independence,  and  with  a devotion  to  it, 
rendered  more  ardent  by  the  experience  of  its  bless- 
ings, can  never  deliberate  but  on  the  means  most 
effectual  for  defeating  the  extravagant  views  or  un- 
warrantable passions,  with  which  alone  the  war  can 
now  be  pursued  against  us. 

In  the  events  of  the  present  campaign,  the  enemy, 
with  all  his  augmented  means,  and  wanton  use  of 
them,  has  little  ground  for  exultation,  unless  he  can 
feel  it  in  the  success  of  his  recent  enterprizes  against 
this  Metropolis,  and  the  neighboring  town  of  Alex- 
andria; from  both  of  which  his  retreat?  were  as  pre- 
cipitate, as  his  attempts  were  bold  and  fortunate. 
In  his  other  incursions  on  o\ir  Atlantic  frontier,  his 
progress,  often  checked  and  chastised  by  the  martial 
spirit  of  the  neighboring  citizens,  has  had  more  ef- 
fect in  distressing  individuals,  and  in  dishonoring  his 
arms,  than  in  promoting  any  object  of  legitimate 
warfare.  And  in  the  two  instances  mentioned,  how- 
ever deeply  to  be  regretted  on  our  part,  he  will  find 
in  his  transient  success,  which  interrupted  for  a mo- 
ment only  the  ordinary  public  business  at  the  seat  off 
government,  no  compensation  for  the  loss  of  charac- 
ter with  the  world,  by  his  violations  of  private  pro- 
perty, and  by  his  destruction  of  public  edifices,  pro- 
tected, as  monuments  of  the  arts,  by  the  laws  of  ci- 
vilized warfare. 

On  our  side  we  can  appeal  to  a series  of  achiev- 
ments*  which  have  given  new  lustre  to  the  Ameri- 
can i^-ms.  Besides  the  brilliant  incidents  in  the  mi 
nor  operations  of  the  campaign,  the  splendid  victo- 
ries gained  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  Niagara,  by 
the  American  forces  under  major-general  Brown, and 
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brigadiers  Scott  and  Gaines,  have  gained  tor  these 
heroes  and  their  emulating  companions,  the  most 
unfading  laurels;  and  having  triumphantly  tested 
the  progressive  discipline  o-f  the  American  soldiery, 
have  taught  the  enemy  that  the  longer  he  protracts 
his  hostile  efforts,  the  more  certain  and  decisive  will 
be,  his  final  discomfiture. 

On  our  southern  border  victory  has  continued  al- 
so to  follow  the  American  standard.  The  bold  and 
skilful  operations  of  major-general  Jackson,  con- 
ducting tooops  drawn  from  the  militia  of  the  states 
least  distant,  particularly  of  Tennessee,  have  sul> 
dued  the  principal  tribes  of  hostile  savages,  and,  by 
establishing  a peace  with  them,  preceded  by  recent 
and  exemplar}'  chastisement,  has  best  guarded  a- 
gamst  the  mischief  of  their  co-operation  with  the 
British  enterprises  which  may  be  planned  against 
that  quarter  of  our  country.  Important  tribes  of 
Indians  on  our  north-western  frontier,  have  also  ac- 
ceded to  stipulations  which  bind  them  to  the  inte- 
rests of  the  United  States,  and  to  consider  our  ene- 
my as  theirs  also. 

In  tiie  recent  attempt  of  the  enemy  on  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  defended  by  militia  and  volunteers,  aid- 
ed by  a small  body  of  regulars  and  seamen,  lie  was 
received  with  a spirit  which  produced  a rapid  re- 
treat to  Ms  ships;  whilst  a concurrent  attack  by  a 
large  fleet  was  successfully  resisted  by  the  steady 
and  well  directed  fire  of  the  fort  and  batteries  oppo- 
sed to  it. 

In  another  recent  attack  by  a powerful  force  on 
our  troops  at  Plattsburg,  of  which  regulars  made  a 
part  only;  the  enemy,  after  a perseverance  for  many 
hours,  was  finally  compelled  to  seek  safety  in  a has- 
ty retreat,  with  our  gallant  bands  pressing  upon 
him. 

On  the  Lakes,  -so  much  contested  throughout  the 
war,  the  great  exertions  for  the  command  made  on 
our  part  have  been  well  repaid.  On  lake  Ontario, 
our  squadron  is  now,  and  lias  been  for  some  time,  in 
a condition  to  confine  that  of  %-he  enemy  to  his  own 
port,  and  favor  the  operations  of  our  land  forces  on 
that  frontier. 

A part  of  the  squadron  on  lake  Erie  has  been  ex- 
tended into  lake  Huron,  and  has  produced  the  ad- 
vantage of  displaying  our  command  of  that  lake  al- 
so. One  object  of  the  expedition  was  the  reduction 
of  Mackinaw,  which  failed  with  the  loss  of  a few 
brave  men,  among  whom  was  an  officer  justly  dis- 
tinguished for  his  gallant  exploits.  The  expedi- 
tion, ably  conducted  both  bv  the  land  and  the  na- 
val commanders,  was  otherwise  highly  valuable  in 
its  effects. 

On  lake  Champlain,  where  superiority  had  for 
some  time  been  indisputed,  the  British  squadron 
lately  came  into  action,  with  the  American,  com- 
manded by  capt.  Macdonough.  It  issued  in  the  cap- 
ture of  the  whole  of  the  enemy’s  ships.  The  best 
praise  for  this  officer  and  his  intrepid  comrades,  is 
in  the  likeness  of  his  triumph  to  the  illustrious  vic- 
tory, which  immortalized  another  officer,  and  esta- 
blished, at  a critical  moment,  our  command  of  ano- 
ther lake. 

On  the  ocean,  the  pride  of  our  naval  arms  has 
be^n  amply  supported.  A second  frigate  has  indeed 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  but  the  loss  is 
hidden  in  the  blaze  of  heroism  with  which  she  was 
defended.  Captain  Porter,  who  commanded  her, 
and  whose  previous  career  had  been  distinguished 
by  daring  enterprise  and  fertility  of  genius,  main- 
tained a sanguinary  contest  against  two  ships,  one 
of  them  superior  to  his  own,  and  under  other  se- 
vere disadvantages,  till  humanity  tore  down  the 
colors  which  valor  had  nailed  to  the  mast.  This 
officer  and  his  brave  comrp.det?  have  added  much  to 


the  rising  glory  of  the  American  flag,  and  have  me- 
rited all  the  effusions  of  gratitude  which  their  coun- 
try is  ever  ready  to  bestow  oil  the  champions  of  its 
rights  and  of  its  safety. 

Two  smaller  vessels  of  war  have  also  become 
prizes  to  the  enemy,  but  by  a superiority  of  force, 
which  sufficient!}  vindicates  the  reputation  of  their 
commanders;  whilst  two  others,  one  commanded 
by  captain  Warrington,  the  other  by  captain  Blake- 
ly, have  captured  British  ships  of  the  same  class, 
with  a gallantry  and  good  conduct,  which  entitle 
them,  and  their  companions,  to  a just  share  in  the 
praise  of  their  country. 

In  spite  of  the  naval  force  of  the  enemy  accumu- 
lated on  our  coasts,  our  private  cruisers  also  have 
not  ceased  to  annoy  his  commerce,  and  to  bring  their 
rich  prizes  into  our  ports;  contributing  thus,  with 
other  proofs,  to  demonstrate  the  incompetency  and 
illegality  of  a blockade,  the  proclamation  of  which 
is  made  the  pretext  for  vexing  and  discouraging 
the  commerce  of  neutral  powers  with  the  United 
States. 

To  meet  the  extended  and  diversified  warfare 
adopted  by  the  enemy,  great  bodies  of  militia  have 
been  taken  into  service  for  the  public  defence,  and 
great  expenses  incurred.  That  the  defence  every 
where  may  be  both  more  convenient  and  more  eco- 
nomical, Congress  will  see  the  necessity  of  imme- 
diate measures  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  regular 
army,  and  of  enlarging  the  provision  for  special 
corps,  mounted  and  unmounted,  to  be  engaged  for 
longer  periods  of  service  than  are  due  from  the  mi- 
litia. I earnestly  renew,  at  the  same  time,  a recom- 
mendation of  such  changes  in  the  system  of  the  mi- 
litia, as  by  classing,  and  disciplining  for  the  most 
prompt  and  active  service  the  portions  most  capa- 
ble ot  it,  will  give  to  that  great  resource  for  the 
public  safety,  all  the  requisite  energy  and  efficiency. 

The  monies  received  into  the  Treasury  during 
the  nine  months  ending  on  the  30th  day'of  June 
last,  amounted  to  32  millions  of  dollars;  of  which 
near  11  millions  were  the  proceeds  of  the  public  re- 
venue, and  the  remainder  derived  from  loans.  The 
disbursements  for  public  expenditures  during  the 
same  period  exceeded  34  millions  of  dollars,  and 
lef  t in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  near  a» 
millions  of  dollars.  The  demands  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  present  year,  already  authorized  by 
Congress,  and  the  expences  incident  to  an  extension 
of  tlie  operations  of  the  war,  will  render  it.  necessa- 
ry that  large  sums  should  be  provided  to  meet  them. 

From  this  view  of  the  national  affairs,  congress 
will  be.  urged  to  take  op,  without  delay,  as  well 
the  subject  of  pecuniary  supplies  as  that  of  military 
force,  and  on  a scale  commensurate  with  the  extent 
and  the  character  which  the  war  has  assumed.  It  is 
not  to  be  disguised,  that  the  situation  of  our  country 
calls  for  its  greatest  efforts.  Our  enemy  is  powerful 
in  men  and  money;  on. the  land  and  cn  the  water.— 
Availing  himself  of  fortuitous  advantages,  he  is 
aiming,  with  his  undivided  force,  a deadlv  blow  at 
our  growing  prosperity,  perhaps  at  our  national  ex- 
istence. 4 t bas  avowed  his  purpose  of*  trampling  on. 
the  usages  of  civilized  warfare,  and  given  earnests 
of  it,  in  tiie  plunder  and  wanton  destruction  of  pri- 
vate property.  In  his  pride  of  maritime  dominion 
and  in  his  thirst  of  commercial  monopoly,  he  strikes 
with  peculiar  animosity  at  the  progress  of.  our  navi- 
gation and  of  our  manufactures.  His  barbarous  policy 
has  not  even  spared  those  monuments  of  the  arts  and 
models  of  taste,  with  which  our  country  had  en- 
riched and  embellished  its  infant  metropolis.  From 
such  an  adversary,  hostility  in  its  greatest  force  and 
in  its  worst  forms,  may  be  looked  for.  The  Ameri- 
can people  will  face  it  with  the  undaunted  spijT, 
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which  in  our  revolutionary  struggle  defeated  ins 
unrighteous,  projects.  His  threats  and  his  barbarities, 
instead  of  dismay,  will  kindle  in  every  bosom  an  in- 
dignation not  to  be  extinguished  but  in  the  disaster 
and  expulsion  of  such  cruel  invaders.  In  providing 
the  means  necessary,  the  national  legislature  will 
not  distrust  the  hemic  and  enlightened  patrio- 
tism of  its  constituents.  They  will  cheerfully  and 
proudly  bear, every  burden  of  every  kind,  which  the 
safety  and  honor  of  the  nation  demand.  We  have 
seen  them  every  where  paying  their  taxes,  direct 
and  indirect,  with  the  greatest  promptness  and 
alacrity.  We  see  them  rushing  with  enthusiasm  to 
the  scenes  where  danger  and  duty  call.  In  offering 
their  blood,  they  give  the  surest  pledge  that  no  other 
tribute  will  be  withheld. 

Having  forborne  to  declare  war  until  to  other  ag- 
gressions had  been  added  the  capture  of  nearly  a 
thousand  American  vessels,-  and  the  impressment  of 
thousands  of  American  sea-faring  citizens,  and  until 
a final  declaration'  had  been  made  by  the  government 
of  Great  Britain,  that  her  hostile  orders  against  our 
commerce  would  not  be  revoked,  but  on  conditions 
as  impossible  as  unjust;  whilst  it  was  known  that 
these  orders  would  not  otherwise  cease,  but  with  a 
war  which  had  lasted  nearly  twenty  years,  and 
which,  according  to  appearances  at  that  time,  might 
.last  as  many  more;  having  manifested  on  every  oc- 
casion, and  in  every  proper  mode,  a sincere  desire 
to  arrest  the  effusion  of  blood,  and  meet  our  enemy 
,f>n  the  ground  of  justice  and  reconciliation,  our  be- 
loved country,  in  still  opposing  to  his  persevering 
hostility  all  its  energies,  with  an  undiminished  dispo* 
sit  ion  towards  peace  and  friendship  on  honorable 
terms,  must  carry  with  it  the  good  wishes  of  the  im- 
partial world,  and  the  best  hopes  of  support  from  an 
Omnipotent  and  kind  Providence. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Washington , Sept.  2 Othy  1814. 


Copy  of  a letter  from  Com.  McDonough  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  A'avy,  elated 
U.  States’  ship  Saratoga,  off  Plattsburg,  Sept.  11. 

STB — The  Almighty  has  been  pleased  to  grant  us 
a signal  victory  on  Lake  Champlain,  in  the  capture 
of  one  frigate,  one  brig,  and  two  sloops  of  War  of 
the  enemy. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

T.  MACDONOUGH,  Com.  . 

Hon.  W.  Jones,  secretary  of  the  Navy. 

, Copy  of  a letter  from  Gen.  Macomb  f just  received J 
to  the  Secretary  of  War , dated 

Fort  Moreau,  . September  12,  1814. 

SIR — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Bri- 
tish army,  consisting  of  four  brigades,  a corps  #f  ar- 
tillery, a squtulron  of  horse  and  a strong  light  corps, 
amounting  in  all  to  about  fourteen  thousand  men, 
after  investing  this  place  on  the  north  of  the  Sara- 
nac river  since  tile  5th  inst.  broke  up  their  camp 
and  raised  the  seige  this  morning  at  2 o’clock. 

They  are  now  retreating  precipitately,  leaving 
their  sick  and  wounded  behind. 

The  enemy  opened  his  batteries  yesterday  morn- 
iig,  and  continued  the  cannonading,  bombarding 
and  rocket  firing  until  sunset;,  by  this  time,  our  bat- 
teries had  completely  silenced  those  of  our  oppo- 
nents. 

The  light  troops  and  militia  are  n»vv  in  full  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy,  making  prisoners  in  all  direc- 
tions. Deserters  are  continually  coming  in,  so  that 
the  loss  of  the  British  army  in  this  enterprize  will 
be  considerable. 

A more  detailed  report  will  be  made  of  the  siege, 
and  circumstances  attending  it;  as  eayly  as  possible 


The  officer^  and  men  have  all  dbne  their  duly. — . 
The  artillery  and  the  engineers  have  performed' 
their  functions  with  a zeal  and  precision  highly  cre- 
ditable to  themselves  and  honorable  to  their  country. 

Our  loss  is  trifling  indeed,  having  oifly  one  officer 
Snd  fifteen  men  killed;  and  one  officer  and  thirty 
men  wounded. 

The  militia  of  New  York  and  the  volunteers  of 
Vermont,  have  been  exceedingly  serviceable,  and 
have  evinced  a degree  of  patriotism  and  bravery 
worthy  of  tliemsrives  and  the  states  to  which  they 
respectively  belong. 

The  strength  of  the  garrison  is  only  fifteen  hun- 
dred effective  men  rank  and  file. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

ALEX’R  MACOMB. 

The  lion,  the  Secretary  of  War. 

MISCELLANEOUS, 

(U/'A  great  mass  of  important  matter  with  a notice 
of  many  interesting  incidents,  are  excluded  by  the 
glorious  details  presented.  In  respect  to  Baltimord 
we  have  given  a very  copious  account,  and  also  what 
of  the  first  importance  of  the  affairs  on  Champlain 
and  at  Plattsbnrg  which  have  reached  us.  If  we  have 
good  luck  ano  her  number  of  the  Register  will  be 
published  by  the  middle  of  next  we^k. 

OC/’Never  since  I printed  a paper,  did  I so  heartily 
wish  for  a little  more  room,  as  at  present! — But  all 
human  things  arelinvitted.  Therefore,  though  un- 
willing,'some  details  of  Mac  don  oug  IPs  Sc  Macomb’s 
victories,  both  fin  type,  must  lay  over.  Also  aii 
account  of  the  enemy’s  expedition  to  the  Penobscot , 
where  they  did  great  damage,  and  by  paper  claim, 
have  eonquered  the  whole  countrj  east  of  that  river!!’ 

In  the  .battle  on  Champlain  the  enemy  had  93  guns 
— we  86 — they  TtfO  men — we  820 — they  killed  and 
wounded  194 — we  116.  We  took  one  frigate,  one 
brig,  ami  two  sloops.  Some  of  the  gun  boats  were 
sunk,  and  some  made  their  escape. 

Peace  rumor.  A Biirlington  (Vt.)  paper  of  the 
16th  has  the  following:  On  the  evening  of  the'night  in 
in  which  the  British  commenced  their  retreat  [from 
Plattsburgh  a British  major  sent  for  a son  of  general 
Moore’s,  who  remained  to  protect  his  father’s  house 
near  the  British  camp,  and  informed  him  that  sir 
George  Provost  had  received  intelligence  by  mail, 
on  that  day  at  noon,  by  way  of  Halifax,  that  preli- 
minaries of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  Ame- 
rica, were  signed  in  Europe.  Whether  this  account 
was  forged  for  the  purpose  of  excusing  their  retreat, 
or  to  damp  the  war  spirit  of  our  militia,  or  whether 
confidence  is  to  be  placed  in  it,  the  public  must 
judge. 

^ ■N egoctation. — A prize  vessel  has  arrived  at  New 
Bedford  from  Halifax , which  brings  a report'  that  a 
vessel  had  arrived  at  that  place  with  sealed  des-* 
patches  from  the  prince  regent  to  the  American  go- 
vernment, and  that  she  sailed  the  next  day  for  the 
Chesapeake. 

Large  bodies  of  the  New-York  militia,  have  joined 
general  Brown  at  fort  Erie.  Olliers  were  pushing  on. 
Izard  has  arrived  at  Sacketts  Harbor , and  an  expedi- 
tion seems  about  to  take  place.  Great  events  may  be 
expected.  Drummond,  we  trust,  is  the  object. 
Brown  is  in  fine  health  and  spirits. 

^Congress  met  on  Monday.  The  usual  incipient 
proceedings  have  been  had,  and  shall  be  noticed 
hereafter. 

Commodore  Barnet  has  been  exchanged.  He  is  so 
far  recovered  that  he  resumed  his  command  on  Tues- 
day Iasi,  and  was  received  with  repeated  acclama- 
tions by  his  brave  fellows  of  the  flotilla. 
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Official  Articles. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Captain  Porter  to  .the  Secretary 
of  the  JYuvy,  dated 

Washington,  September  7, 1814. 

Sir — Agreeable  to  your  orders  of  the  31st 
ult.  I proceeded  with  the  detachment  of  sailors 
and  uiirines  under  my  command  to  the  White 
House,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Potomac, 
there  to  erect  batteries  and  attempt  the  de- 
struction of  the  enemy’s  ships  on  their  pas- 
sage down  the  river.  Captain  Creighton, 
lieut.  Clack,  and  several  other  navy  officers, 
as  well  as  Mr.  Augustus  Monroe,  Mr.  Ferdi- 
nand Fairfax,  and  several  other  citizens  and 
officers  of  the  militia  and  volunteer  compa- 
nies, hearing  of  my  destination,  volunteered 
their  services  on  the  occasion,  and  ably  sup- 
ported me  through  the  arduous  and  fatiguing 
enterprise.  By  preceding  my  men,  I arrived, 
in  company  with  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
State,  and  Generals  Hnngerford  and  Young, 
on  the  evening  of  the  1st  inst.  at  the  spot  fixed 
on,  where  I found  a few  militia  belonging  to 
General  Hungerford’s  army,  clearing  away 
the  trees  to  make  room  for  mounting  our  can- 
non, which  had  not  yet  arrived,  but  which 
had  been  seen  on  their  way  down,  consisting 
of  three  long  1 8’s  and  two  1 2’s.  Generals 
Hungerford  and  Y oung  had  received  orders 
to  co-operate  with  me,  to  detach  men  on  my 
requisition,  and  make  such  disposition  of  their 
forces  as  would  effectually  protect  me  in  the 
rear,  in  the  event  of  the  enemy’s  landing ; the 
positions  they  were  to  occupy  were  also  al- 
lotted to  them  by  mutual  agreement,  when 
the  enemy  should  attempt  to  pass,  as  it  was 
believed  that,  concealed  by  the  thick  woods 
on  the  high  bank,  they  would  be  enabled  to 
clear  the  enemy’s  decks  with  their  musquet- 
ry,  and  in  a great  measure  divert  his  fire  from 
our  battery.  At  the  moment  of  my  arrival 
one  of  the  enemy’s  vessels  of  war,  a brig  of 
18  guns,  was  seen  coming  up.  General  Hun- 
gerford and  his  men  took  their  position  in  the 
woods  ; and  two  small  four  pounders  that  in- 
stant arriving,  I caused  them  to  be  planted  on 
the  edge  of  the  bank,  and  on  the  enemy  ar- 
riving abreast  of  us  we  opened  a brisk  fire  on 
him ; having  a fine  breeze  he  was  enabled  to 
pass  us,  but  could  fire  only  one  broadside  as 
he  crossed  the  fire  of  our  field  pieces  and 
musquetry;  the  militia  continued  following 
him  up  along  the  bank  and  greatly  almoyed 
him  by  their  well  directed  fire.  In  this  af 
fair  we  had  only  one  man  wounded,  and  we 
believed  oar  elevated  positron  rendered  breast 
VOI /.  VIL 


works  useless,  as  it  was  remarked  that  none 
but  the  enemy’s  grape  passed  over  us,  his 
round  shot  went  into  the  bank  below  No 
men  could  have  shown  more  zeal  on  the  oc- 
casion than  tliose  composing  the  army,  and  if 
they  committed  any  errors  which  gave  rise 
to  confusion,  they  proceeded  from  an  over 
desire  to  injure  the  enemy.  Of  the  conduct 
• of  the  sailors  and  marines,  I deem  it  unneces- 
sary to  say  anything; — their  conduct  on  all 
such  occasions  has  ever  been  uniform  The 
evening  of  our  arrival  two  18-pounders  reach- 
ed our  position,  and  next  morning  one  of  the 
enemy’s  bomb  ships  and  two  barges,  one  car- 
ryingalong  two  and  thirty,  the  other  a mor- 
tar, commenced  their  operations  upon  us,  the 
first  throwing  shells  in  front,  beyond  the 
reach  of  our  shot ; the  other  flanking  us  on 
our  right ; several  shells  fell  near  and  burst 
over  our  battery,  and  although  the  firing  last- 
ed all  day,  without  intermission,  it  had  no 
other  effect  than  to  accustom  the  militia  to 
the  danger.  In  the  afternoon  1 took  an  18- 
poundcr  td  a more  advanced  point,  about  a 
mile  distant,  and  commenced  a fire  on  the 
bomb  ship,  which  did  so  much  execution  as  t,o 
draw  on  me  the  fire  of  all  their  vessels,  inclu- 
ding a schooner  and  an  eighteen  gun  brig 
which  had  dropped  down  that  day.  On  the 
3d  the  enemy  was  reinforced  from  above  by 
another  bomb  ship  and  a sloop  of  war  fitted 
tip  as  a rocket  ship.  The  latter  anchoring  with- 
in reach  of  our  battery,  we  were  enabled  to 
play  on  her  with  great  effect,  and  compelled 
her  to  change  her  position.  All  this  day  and 
the  succeeding  night  the  enemy  kept  up  a 
brisk  fire  on  us  of  shot,  shells  and  rockets. 
In  the  course  of  the  day  their  prizes  from 
Alexandria  anchored  above  them,’ and  out  of 
the  reach  of  our  cannon.  The  work  of  our 
battery  went  on ; five  light  field  pieces,  from 
four  to  six  pounders,  arrived  and  were  plant- 
ed, and  vve  had  every  hope  of  soon  receiving; 
some  long  thirty- two  pounders  from  Wash- 
ington; we  built  a furnace  for  hot  shot,  and 
time  only  appeared  necessary  to  make  our- 
selves fovmkkble.  The  whole  of  the  4th  and 
5th,  an  incessant  fire  was  kept  up  by  the  ene- 
my night  and  day.  He  had  once  attempted 
landing  at  night,  it  is  supposed  with  an  inten- 
tion of  spiking  the  guns  of  our  battery,  but 
was  repulsed  by  the  picket  guard.  My  for*, 
mer  plan  of  annoying  him  by  advancing  guns 
was  adapted  to  better  effect  than  before.  The 
rocket  ship  lying  close  inshore,  was  much 
cut  up  by  a twelve  pounder  and  two  sixes  car* 
ried  to  a point : scarcely  a shot  missed  his 
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bull,  and  for  one  hour  we  drew  to  this  point 
t i e fire  of  all  the  enemy’s  force.  The  cool 
indi  fference  of  my  sailors  to  the  danger  to 
which  they  were  exposed  was  very  remark- 
able, and  the  intrepidity  of  captain  Griffith, 
of  the  Alexandria  artillery,  his  officers  and 
men,  merit  the  highest  eulogiums.  They 
fought  their  six  pounders  until  their  ammu 


whole  of  the  enemy's  fire  was  directed  at  my 
force,  and  that  in  a few  minutes  all  his  force 
would  be  brought  to  bear  on  me,  and  (enter 
taining  no  hopes  of  preventing  his  passing)  as 
some  of  my  men  had  already  been  killed  and 
wounded,  I determined  not  to  make  an  use- 
less sacrifice;  and  when  the  enemy  was  on  the 
point  of  anchoring  abreast  the  battery,  after 


nition  was  expended,  and  coolly  retired  with  | sustaining  his  fire  one  hour  and  a quarter,  I 
their  grins,  when  ordered  to  do  so,  under  a [directed  the  officers  and  men  to  retire  behind 
show*,!*  of  the  enemy's  shot.  j a hill  on  our  left,  and  be  in  readiness  to  charge 

We  now,  is  if  by  mutual  consent,  ceased  all  jthe  enemy,  if  he  should  land  to  spike  our  guns 
hostilities  Some  thirty-two  pounders  arrived.  ; The  two  frigates  anchored  abreast,  the  bombs, 
Carpenters  were  employed  to  make  carriages  j sloops  and  smaller  vessels  passed  outside  them, 
Two  mortars,  a large  quantity  of  ammunition  i all  pouring  into  tie  battery  and  neighbor 
and  an  abundance  of  shot  and  shells  reached  ling  woods  a tremendous  fire  of  every  d-* scrip 


us;  two  barges  were  equipped,  and  everything 
promised  that  we  should  speedily  be  put  in  a 
prdper  state  for  annoying  the  enemy.  In  the 
evening  two  frigates  anchored  alone  above,  us, 
making  his  whoie  force 

Two  frigates,  carrying 
Tiiree  bomb  ships 

Oae  stoop  of  war  fitted  as  a rocket  ship 
One  brig 
One  schooner 
Two  barges- 


Total 


guns 

96 

30 

26 

18 

1 

2 

173 


The  guns  mounted  in  the  battery  were  three 
18  pounders,  two  12  pounders,  six  9 pounders 
and  two  fours.  My  two  mortars  were  without 
carriages,  as  were  all  my  thirty-two’s;  for  not- 
withstanding every  effort  was  made  by  the 
government  at  Washington  to  have  them  made 
there,  and  by  myself  on  the  spot,  they  could 
not  he  completed  in  time. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  the  enemy  shew- 
ed a disposition  to  move.  1 advised  general 
Ilungerford  of  the  same,  and  prepared  to  meet 
them  with  hot  shot.  About  twelve  o'clock 
the  two  frigates  got  under  way,  with  a fair 
wind  and  tide,  and  stood  down  for  us.  The 
rocket  sloop,  bomb  vessels,  brig,  schooner  and 
prizes  following  in  succession,  the  gun  boats 
endeavouring  to  flank  us  on  our  right.  I im- 
mediately despatched  an  officer  to  general 
Ilungerford,  to  request  him  to  take  the  posi- 
tion agreed  upon  in  the  woods  on  the  heights; 
but  from  the  distance  of  his  camp  and  the 
quick  approacli  of  the  enemy,  he  was  unable 
to  march  before  the  firing  commenced,  and, 
after  that  period,  it  was  almost  impossible,  as 
I have  understood,  from  the  vast  quantities  of 
shot  shells  and  rockets  which  were  showered 
over  the  hills  and  fell  among  his  troops. 

As  the  enemy  approached,  a well  directed 
fire  was  kept  up  from  the  battery  with  hot  and 
cold  shot,  and  m v brave  officers  and  men  stood 
the  broadsides  of  the  ships  with  unparalleled 
firmness  I anxiously  expected  the  militia 
would  open  their  fire  of  musquetry,  but  was 
disappointed;  the  cause  was  not  explained  un- 
til after  the  firing  ceased.  Finding  that  the 


tion  of  missive.  In  the  woods  orw  the  left,  a 
company  of  riflemen  from  Jefferson  county, 
Virginia,  under  captain  George  W.  Hum- 
phreys, greatly  distinguished  themselves  bv  a 
well  directed  fire  on  the  enemy’s  decks,  as  did 
a company  of  militia  under  the  command  of 
captain  Gena,  who  was  posted  by  ice  on  the 
right.  The  first  lost  one  man  killed,  and  one 
sergeant  and  four  privates  wounded;  the  latter 
two  privates  killed.  The  company  of  artillery 
which  so  much  distinguished  itself  on  a for- 
mer occasion,  behave^  with  no  less  gallantry 
to-day;  and  it  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  militia  who  came  under  my 
immediate  notice,  and  were  attached  to  my 
command,  voluntarily  or  otherwise,  conduct- 
ed themselves  in  a manner  which  reflects  on 
them  and  their  country  the  highest  honor. 
Many  before  the  battle  requested  to  be  posted 
near  me;  and  there  was  no  instance  where  one 
offered  to  retire  until  I gave  the  order  to  re 
tire — and  it  was  not  necessary  to  repeat  the 
order  to  rally.  Captain  Grayson  of  the  ma- 
rines is  a brave  and  zealous  officer— lie  had 
volunteered  to  come  with  his  detachment  un- 
der me  at  Baltimore.  Those  veterans  who  so 
much  distinguished  themselves  under  their 
gallant  though  unfortunate  commander  at 
Bladensburg,  were  all  willing  to  try  another 
battle — they  have  been  again  unsuccessful, 
but  no  less  courageous:  two  of  them  have 
fallen. 

Captain  Spencer  of  the  United  States’  artil- 
lery, late  second  in  command  at  fort  Wash- 
ington, and  now  in  command  of  the  officers 
and  mCn  stationed  there,  were  at  tached  to  my 
command  by  the  war  department — they  have 
given  the  most  unquestionable  proof  that  it 
was  not  want  of  courage  on  their  part  which 
caused  the  destruction  of  that  fort.  Captain 
Spencer,  his  officers  and  men  merit  the  at- 
tention of  their  country,  and  have  incurred 
my  esteem — three  of  them  were  killed.  The 
remnant  of  the  crew  of  the  Essex  behaved  as 
usual.  Lieutenant  Barnwall  received  on  this 
day  his  third  wound.  Doctor  Hoffman  was 
also  wounded  in  the  head.  To  particularise 
the  good  conduct  of  each  individual  placed 
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tind-sr  my  orders  would  swell  too  much  the 
bulk  of  this  lelJer.  Several  lieutenants  and 
midshipmen  of  the  navy,  as  well  as  many 
young  gentlemen  of  the  neighborhood,  volun- 
teered to  serve  under  my  order  and  near  mv 
person — they  all  conducted  themselves  with 
great  courage,  and  made  themselves  of  great 
utility  before  and  during  the  battle,  and  I shall 
take  an  opportunity  of  making  you  more  par- 
ticularly acquainted  with  their  names  and  me 
rits.  After  the  bombs, gun  vessels  and  prizes 
had  all  passed,  the  frigate  proceeded  down  and 
anchored  abreast  Indian  Head-,  where  a con- 
itant  firing  was  kept  up  until  after  sunset;  but 
1 am  fearful  with  little  success  on  our  part. 

The  number  we  have  had  killed  and  wound- 
ed on  this  occasion  I cannot  ascertain  exactly. 

I am  induced  to  believe,  however  it  does  not 
exceed  thirty,  and  when  we  consider  the  con 
stant  fire  which  has  been  kept  up  by  the  ene- 
my for  the  four  days  preceding  their  passage 
by  the  fort,  we  should  esteem  ourselves  very 
fortunate.  His  damage  can  never  be  known 
by  us.  Some  of  his  ships  were  much  crippled, 
and  I sliould  suppose  his  loss  considerable. 

I have  understood,  that  in  order  to  bring 
their  guns  to  bear  on  our  battery,  they  cut 
away  the  upper  part  of  their  ports  and  took 
the  inner  trucks  from  their  gun  carriages. 
When  they  had  passed  down,  1 sent  a torpedo 
after  them — it  was  heard  to  explode  about  nine 
at  night,  but  I have  not  learnt  the  effect  it  pro- 
duced. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect, 
your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 

Honorable  William  janes,  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  captain  Perry  io  the 
secretary  of  the  navy , dated 

Georgetown,  September  9.  1814. 

sir — The  battery  under  my  direction  at 
the  Indian  Head  w as  of  too  small  a calibre  to 
make  much  impression  on  the  enemy,  as  they 
descended  the  P tomac  on  the  5th  instant. 
A single  eighteen  pounder,  which  arrived  only 
thirty  minutes  before  the  firing  began, ill  sup- 
plied with  ammunition,  was  the  only  gun  that 
could  he  of  much  service. 

The  field  pieces  (six  pounders)  under  the 
direction  of  that  excellent  officer  major  Peter, 
of  the  Georgetown,  and  captain  Birch  of  the 
Washington  volunteers,  and  captain  Lewis,  of 
general  Steward’s  brigade,  kept  up  a very 
spirited  fire.  These  officers,  together  with 
captains  Stull  and  Davidson,  and  their  brave 
men,  behaved  in  the  handsomest  manner,  and 
rendered  all  the  assistance  their  limited  means 
afforded. 

The  ammunition  of  the  eighteen  plunder, 
and  of  several  of  the  sixes,  being  expended, 
and  the  fire  of  the  enemy  from  two  frigates, 
two  sloops  of  war,  two  bombs,  one  rocket 
ship,  and  several  smaller  vessels,  being  very 
heavy,  it  was  thought  advisable  by  general. 


b ie wart,  major  Peter  and  myself  to  retire  a 
short  distance  in  ti  c rear.  This  ws  s dom  m 
good  order,  after  sustaining  their  lire  for  inor  e 
than  an  hour.  General  Stewart  an  colonel 
Beall  were  much  exposed  during  ti  e whole 
time  of  the  cannonading.  It  would  be  pre- 
sumption in  me  to  speak  in  commendation  of 
these  veterans — I cannot,  however,  avoid  ex- 
pressing my  admiration  of  then*  conduct  The 
few  seamen  (of  the  Guerriere)  under  the  imme- 
diate command  of  lieutenant  Read,  of  the  Java, 
exhibited  their  usual  bravery.  Incced,  in  the 
whole  of  this  affair,  every  officer  and  man  did 
his  duty.  Major  Stewart  of  tl  e 36th  regiment 
of  infantry  was  constantly  with  and  rendered 
all  the  assistance  in  his  power. 

The  advantageous  situations  we  occupied 
prevented  the  enemy  from  doing  us  much  in 
jury.  Only  one  man  was  wounded. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  O.  H.  PEKR\. 

Honorable  William  Jones,  secretary  of  the  nary. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Commodore  Porter  to  the  Secrc*- 
tary  of  tlie  Navy,  dated 

WASHINGTON,  SEPT.  9. 

The  enclosed  note  was  sent  to  me  hv  col. 
Parker,  and  I beg  that  you  will  publish  it 
along  with  my  report. 

I have  the  honor  to  he,  with  great,  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

D PORTER. 

Hon.  Win.  Jones , Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

THE  NOTE  ENCLOSED. 

The  very  moment  information  was  received 
by  col.  Green  and  myself  of  the  enemy’s  in- 
tention to  come  down,  the  regiments  were 
paraded,  mine  being  in  front,  and  commenced 
their  march.  Fearing  that  unless  the  ground 
was  previously  marked  out,  there  would  he 
some  difficulty  in  forming  them  in  the  mictat 
of  so  heavy  a fire,  I rode  forward  myself; 
went  to  the  ground  on  the  right  of  the  bat- 
tery which  was  to  have  been  my  station, 
found  it  occupied  by  some  riflemen,  <$cc,;  then 
went  to  the  left,  ordered  capt.  Janway's  com  - 
pany to  take  their  position,  and  waited  myself 
for  tlie  regiment  to  come  up.  After  some 
time  the  fire  becoming  excessively  heavy,  I 
found  that  the  sailors  and  marines  were  re^ 
treating  from  the  fort,  and  seeing  commo- 
dore Porter  among  the  last,  I ran  to  him  and. 
asked  if  he  had  ordered  it.  He  replied  that 
he  found  it  impossible  to  maintain  the  fort 
longer  against  so  disproportioned  a force. 

1 could  myself  proceed  very  little  farther, 
and  found  it  not  only  more  dangerous  to  re- 
treat than  remain,  hut  quite  impossible  to  re- 
join the  troops,  who  had,  as  I understand, 
continued  to  advance  to  within  30Q  yards  of 
the  battery,  until  gen.  Hunger-ford  ordered  a 
retreat. 

The  11  th  regiment  was  a second  time  or- 
dered to  advance  obliquely  to  the  right  to 
cover  the  battery,  and  dm  so  advane  un$l 
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they  came  within  view  of  the  shipping  and 
were  again  retreated. 

T.'ie  brigade  of  gen.  Young  were  in  col. 
Green’s  and  my  rear. 

R.  E PARKER, 

Lieut.  Col.  Com’g.  11th  Regt. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Commodore  Rodgers  to  the  Sc- 
cretai'y  of  the  jYavy,  dated, 

BALTIMORE.  SEPT  9,  1814. 

Sir — In  pursuance  of  your  instructions,  I 
have  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  3d  inst.  I 
proceeded  down  the  Potomac  with  three 
smdl  fire- vessels  under  the  protection  of  four 
barges  or  cutters,  manned  with  about  sixty 
seamen,  armed  with  muskets,  destined  against 
two  of  the  enemy’s  frigates  and  a bomb-ship, 
which  lay  about  2 1-2  miles  below  Alexandria. 

At  9 A.  M.  in  advance  of  the  fire  vessels 
in  my  gig,  finding  no  colors  displayed  at 
Alexandria,  but  a Swedish  ensign  on  board 
a schooner — being  near  the  wharves,  I hailed 
an-  ordered  the  American  flag  to  be  hoisted  ; 
after  seeing  the  flag  hoisted,  1 directed  the 
fire-vessels  (which  were  conducted  by  lieut. 
Newcomb,  lieut.  Forrest,  and  sailing  master 
Ramage)  to  proceed  on  to  the  objects  of  at- 
tack, and  I have  no  doubt,  would  have  sue 
ceeded  in  destroying  two  at  least  of  the  ene- 
my’s ships,  had  not  the  wind  failed  them  some 
time  before,  and  particularly  after  they  had 
reached  the  uppermost  ship,  within  the  range 
of  musket  shot.  At  this  time  perceiving  the 
whole  of  the  enemy’s  barges  in  motion,  I di- 
rected lieut.  Newcomb,  who  commanded  the 
van  vessel,  after  giving  her  a proper  direction, 
to  set  fire  to  her — and  after  Mr.  Ramage 
caxne  up,  gave  him  the  same  orders  ; the  ves- 
sel under  charge  of  lieut.  Forrest  was  fired 
by  the  pilot  without  orders,  some  distance 
above  the  others. 

Of  the  enemy’s  boats,  some  were  employed 
in  towing  off  the  fire-vessels,  and  the  rest  in 
pursuit  of  our  fou?  cutters,  my  own  gig,  and  a 
small  boat  with  three  oars  without  a rudder; 
they  did  not,  however,  venture  to  come  with- 
in musket  shot,  although  their  force  and  num 
bers  were  more  than  treble  ours,  but  continu- 
ed at  a distance,  firing  their  great  guns  for  30 
or  35  minutes,  and  then  retired  to  their  ships 
again. 

On  the  4th  inst.  I had  another  fire  vessel 
prepared,  but  it  being  calm,  I ordered  lieut. 
Newcomb  and  the  four  cutters,  to  proceed 
with  one  of  the  remaining  lighters  of  the 
yard,  having  an  18  pounder  in  her,  to  attack 
the  bomb-ship,  which  in  the  anxiety  of  the 
enemy  to  get  below  the  temporary  forts  erect- 
ing bv  ray  gallant  associates  captains  Porter 
and  Perry,  had  been  left  exposed  to  attack. 
At  sun  set,  just  as  I was  about  to  give  orders 
to  attack  the  bomb,  I discovered  one  of  the 
enemv’s  frigates  behind  the  point  forming  the 
entrance  of  Washington’s  reach,  which  neces- 


sarily obliged  me  to  relinquish  this  determb 
lation,  and  give  orders^to  pro  eed  across  to 
the  Virginia  shore,  to  haul  up  the  boats  and 
place  the  lighter  in  a situation  to  be  defended 
against  the  enemy's  barges. 

Having  reconnoiteved  tie  enemy,  on  re- 
turning to  the  lighter  at  9 P.  M 1 seized  a 
man  under  suspicious  circumstances,  on  the 
Beach  near  to  a small  boat,  sbouf  a mile 
above  the  enemy's  uppermost  ship,  that  again 
induced  me  to  change  my  position  to  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  river,  where,  after  geUmg 
'the  cutters  hauled  up.  placing  the  lighter  in 
an  advantageous  position,  and  mv  muske  men 
upon  the  top  of  a cliff  overlooking  the  river.  I 
was  at  1 1 P M.  attacked  by  all  the  enemy’s 
barges,  but  which,  by  the  cool  intrepidity  of 
lieut.  Newcomb, having  charge  of  the  lighter, 
assisted  by  lieut.  Forrest,  S.  Master  Ramage, 
M Mate  Stockton  and  Midshipman  Whitlock 
and  45  seamen  with  muskets,  the  enemy  was 
not  only  repulsed,  but  in  less  than  20  minutes 
thrown  into  the  utmost  confusion  and  driven 
back  to  bis  ships,  and  I have  sufficient  rea- 
son to  believe  with  great  loss,  although  the 
only  injury  sustained  on  our  part  was  one 
man  wounded  on  board  the  lighter 

The  enemy  thus  repulsed,  and  no  prospect 
of  doing  him  further  injury  in  this  way,  as 
his  rearmost  ship  was  not  more  than  a mile 
distant,  I had  the  lighter  shifted  further  up, 
and  at  7 A.  M.  a fire  vessel  brought  down  for 
the  purpose  of  assailing  him  in  conjunction 
with  the  battery  qt  the  White  House,  under 
the  command  of/captain  Porter — but  in  this 
I was  again  disappointed,  as  that,  excellent 
officer,  after  Using  every  possible  exertion, 
was  not  able  in  so  short  a time  as  had  been 
afforded  him,  to  erect  a work  sufficiency 
strong,  to  check  the  enemy  any  length  of 
time  ; otherwise,  I conceived  I should  have 
found  no  difficulty  in  effecting  his  destruction. 

Atthe  time  the  enemy  silenced  the  battery, 
the  fire-ship,  under  full  sail  was  about  a mile 
above  his  uppermost  vessel,  when  I found  my- 
self under  the  necessity  of  ordering  her  to  be 
set  on  fire,  and  at  the  same  time,  our  boats  to 
retire  to  prevent  their  being  taken  possession 
of  by  his  numerous  barges. 

Although  I did  not  succeed  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  any  of  the  enemy’s  vessels,  I am  never- 
theless convinced,  that  the  expedition  was  in 
many  points  of  view  attended  with  good  effect, 
consequently  I feel  it  a duty  to  recommend 
to  your  notice  the  officers  and  seamen  engag- 
ed in  the  same  ; as,  in  two  of  the  fire-vessels, 
Lieut.  Newcomb  and  S.  Master  Ramage 
manifested  so  much  zeal,  as  to  continue  on 
board,  steering  them,  until  they  were  enve- 
loped in  the  flames,  and  obliged  to  jump 
overboard  to  avoid  sharing  the  fate  of  the 
vessels  themselves.  I am  also  indebted  tothe 
exertions  of  lieut.  Forrest,  who  volunteered 
his  services,  and  although  very  much  indis- 
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posed  at  the  time,  afforded  all  the  assistance 
in  ids  power. 

Permit  me  at  the  same  time  to  recommend 
to  our  attention  Mr.  Stockton,  masters  mate, 
whanot  only  rendered  me  essential  service  as 
acting  aid-de  camp,  but  in,  every  other  situa- 
tion manifested  a zeal  and  intrepidity  not  to 
be  shaken : also,  midshipman  Whitlock, 

whose  conduct  in  every  part  of  the  service  I 
highly  approve.  Mr.  Thomas  Herbert,  s 
young  gentleman  of  Alexandria,  and  Mr  For 
rv,  pilot,  who  volunteered  their  services,  also 
deserve  well  of  their  country. 

The  conduct  of  the  seamen  for  energy  and 
patriotism,  was  not  even  excelled  by  that  of 
their  offi.  ers. 

At  the  time  I took  possession  of  Alexandria, 
there  were  1500  pounds  of  fresh  beef  lying 
on  the  wharfs  readv  to  he  delivered  to  the 


had  been  manifested  Ijy  the  public  to  have 
the  fleet  on  the  lake.  1 should  have  asked 
captain  Jones  to  take  charge  of  it  and  go  out, 
but  I was  then  recovering  my  health,  and  was 
confident  I should  be  able  in  three  or  four 
days  to  go  on  board  myself.  Theie  was  an 
additional  reason  for  submitting  to  this  delay 
in  the  difficulty  1 found  in  making  the  changes 
of  commanders,  nei.her  c them  being  willing 
to  he  separated  from  his  officers  and  men;  and 
a change  of  crews  through  the  fleet  being  in- 
admissible. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  31st  July,  I was 
taken  on  board,  but  it  was  calm,  and  1 did 
not  sail  before  the  next  morning  To  satisfy 
at  once  whatever  expecta lions  the  public  had 
been  led  to  entertain  of  the  sufficiency  of  this 
squadron  to  take  and  maintain  the  ascendancy 
on  this  lake,  and  at  the  same  time  to  expose 


boats  of  the  enemy  s ships,  which  were  then]  the  futility  of  promises,  the  fulfilment  of 
only  2 12  or  3 miles  below  the  town,  and  I which  had  been  rested  on  our  appearance  at 


mention  this  to  shew  the  state  that  place  was 
in  at  the  time. 

In  justice  to  maj.  Kemper,  commanding  a 
detachment  of  the  militia  of  gen.  Hunger 
ford’s  brigade,  it  is  but  proper  I mention,  that 
on  taking  possesion  of  Alexandria  he  imme 
diately  marched  his  detachment  to  my  assist 


the  head  of  the  lake,  I got  under  way  at  4 
o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  1st  inst.  and 
steered  for  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara.  Owing 
to  light  winds,  1 did  not  arrive  off  there  before 
the  5th.  There  we  intercepted  one  of  the  ene- 
my’s brigs  running  over  from  York  to  Nia- 
gara with  troops,  and  ran  her  on  shore  about 


ance  and  which  at  once  secured  the  towm'six  miles  to  the  westward  of  Fort  George.  1 


against  any  force  the  enemy  could  send  back 

The  quantity  of  flour  the  enemy  was  ena 
bled  to  take  from  Alexandria,  I found  on  en- 
quiry to  be  not  more  than  between  14  and 
16,000  barrels. 

As  respects  the  manner  of  my  reception  by 
the  citizens  of  Alexandria,  when  I landed  and 
took  possession  of  that  place,  I shall  inform 
you  hereafter  in  a separate  communication. 

With  great  respect,  I have  the  honor  to 
be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

The  Hon.  FF.  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  JVuvy. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Commodore  Chauncey 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy , dated 
U.  S.  S.  Superior,  oft’Kmg'ton,  Aug.  10, 18' 4 

Sir — Great  anxiety  of  mind  and  severe 
bodily  exertions,  have  at  length  broken  down 
the  best  constitution  and  subjected  me  to  a 
violent  'ever  that  confined  me  for  eighteen 
days  This  misfortune  was  no  more  to  be 
forseen  than  prevented,  but  was  particularly 
severe  at  the  moment  it  happened,  as  it  in 
dueed  a delay  of  five  or  six  days  in  the  sailing 
of  the  fleet 

In  the  early  part  of  July,  I expected  the 
fleet  would  be  made  ready  for  s-iling  by  the 
10th  or  15th  ; but  many  of  the  mechanics 
were  taken  sick,  and  amongst  them  the  block- 
makers  and  blacksmiths,  so  that  the  Mohawk 
could  not  be  furnished  with  blocks  and  iron 
work  for  her  gun  and  spar  decks  before  the 


ordered  the  Sylph  in,  to  anchor  as  near  to  the 
enemy  as  she  could  with  safety,  and  to  destrov 
her.  Captain  klliot  ran  in  in  a very  gallant 
manner  to  within  from  300  to  500  yards  of  her 
aud  was  about,  anchoring,  when  the  enemy 
set  fire  to  her  and  she  soon  after  blew  up  — 
This  vessel  was  a schooner  the  last  year  arid 
called  the  Beresford — since  they  altered  her 
to  a brig  they  changed  her  name,  and  I have 
not  been  able  to  ascertain  it.  She  mounted 
14  guns,  twelve  21  pound  carranades  and  two 
long  9 pounders. 

Finding  the  enemy  had  two  other  brigs 
and  a schooner  in  the  Niagara  river,  I deter- 
mined to  leave  a force  to  watch  them,  and 
selec'ed  the  Jefferson,  Sylph  and  Oneida  for 
that  purpose,  and  placed  the  whole  under  the 
orders  ofcapt.  llidgely.  Having  looked  into 
York  without  discovering  any  vessel  of  the 
enemy,  I left  Niagara  with  the  remainder  of 
the  squadron  on  the  evening  of  the  7th,  and 
arrived  here  the  9th.  We  found  one  of  the 
enemy’s  ships  in  the  offing,  and  chased  her  in- 
to kings!  on. 


My  anxiety  to  return  to  this  end  of  the 
lake  was  increased  by  the  knowledge  I had 
of  the  weakness  of  Sackett’s  Harbor,  and 
the  apprehension  that  the  enemy  might  re- 
ceive large  reinforcement*  at  Kingston,  aud, 
embarking  some  of  the  troops  on  board  his 
fleet,  make  a dash  at  the  Harbor  and  finm 

it  with  all  my  stores  during  our  absence 

When  I 1 eft  the  Harbor  there  were  but  about 
24th  or  25th  ult  when  she  ^vas  reported  ready  700  regular  troops  fit  for  duty.  It  is  true  a 
by  captain  Jones.  As  considerable  anxiety  I few  militia  had  been  called  in,  but  little  could 
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be  expected  ofthemlshould  anattackbe  made. 
Aiy  apprehension,  it  seems,  was  groundless, 
the  enemy  having  contented  himself  with  an 
noying  i:  some  trilling  degree  the  coasters 
between  Oswego  and  the  Harbor,  in  his 
bo  r.ts 

1 cannot  forbear  expressing  the  regret  I feel 
thar  so  much  sensation  has  been  excited  in 
the  pu  dic  mind,  because  this  squadron  did 
not  sail  sosoon  as  the  wise  heads  that  conduct 
our  newspapers  have  presumed  to  think  I 
ought.  [ need  jaot  suggest  to  one  of  your  ex- 
perience. that  a man  of  war  may  appear  to 
the  eve  of  a landsman  perfectly  ready  for  sea. 
when  she  is  deficient  in  many  of  the  most  es- 
sential points  of  her  armament,  nor  how  un- 
worthy I should  have  proved  myself  of  the 
high  trust  reposedin  me.  had  I ventured  to 
sc  in  the  face  of  an  ®emy  of  equal  force, 
\v;  bout  being  ready  to  meet  him  in  one  hour! 
after  my  anchor  was  weighed. 

it  ought  in  justice  ro  he  recollected,  thatj 
the  building  and  equipment  of  vessels  on  the 
'Atlantic  are  unattended  by  any  of  the  great  j 
dififi  allies  which  we  have  to  encounter  on 
this  lake;  there  every  department  abounds 
with  facilities.  A commander  makes  a re- 
quisition, and  articles  of  every  description  are 
furnished  in  twelve  hours;  but  this  fleet  has 
been  built  and  fitted  in  the  wilderness,  where 
there  arc  no  agents  and  chandlers  shops  and 
foundaries,  &c.  &c.  to  supply  our  wants,  but 
everything  is  to  be  created;  and  yet  I shall 
not  decline  a comparison  of  what  lies  been 
done  here,  with  any  thing  done  on  the  Atlan 
tic,  in  the  building  or  equipment  of  vessels  — 
The  Guerriere,  for  instance,  has  been  build- 
ing md  fitting  upwards  of  twelve  months  in 
the  eitv  of  Philadelphia,  and  is  not  yet  ready. 
The  President  frigate  went  into  the  Navy 
Yard  at  hew  York  for  some  partial  repairs, a 
few  days  after  the  keel  of  the  Superior  was 
laid;  sin^e  then  two  frigates  of  a large  class, 
and  two  sloops  of  war  of  the  largest  class, 
have  been  built  and  fitted  here,  and  have  sail- 
ed before  the  President  is  ready  for  sea,  al- 
though every  article  of  their  armament  and 
rigging  has  been  transported  from  New-York 
in  despite  of  obstacles  almost  insurmounta 
ble  I.  will  go  farther,  sir,  for  it  is  due  to  the 
unremittediand  unsurpassed  exertions  ofthose 
who  have  served  the  public  under  my  com- 
mand, and  will  challenge  the  world  to  pro- 
din  e a parallel  instance,  in  which  the  same 
number  of  vessels  of  such  dimensions  have 
been  built  and  fitted  in  the  same  time  by  the 
same  number  of  workmen. 

I confess  that  I am  mortified  in  not  having 
succeeded  in  satisfying  the  expectations  of  the 
public,  but  it  would  be  infinitely  more  pain- 
ful, could  I find  any  want  of  zeal  or  exertion 
in  my  endeavors  to  serve  them,  to  which  I 
could  in  any  degree  impute  their  disappoint- 
ment. 


I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  utm#s/ 
respect,  your  most  obedient  and  very  bumble 
servant,  ISAAC  CIIAUNCEY. 

Hon.  Wm,  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  major-general  Brown 
to  commodore  Chauncey. 

Head-qu  li  ters,  Quee  nstown,  July  13*li,  1814= 
my  dear  sir, — 1 arrived  at  this  place  on 
the  10th,  as  I assured  you,  that  with  the  bless  - 
ing of  God  1 would.  All  accounts  agree  that 
the  force  of  the  enemy  in  Kingston  is  very 
light — meet  me  on  the  lake  shore,  north  of 
Fort  George  with  your  fleet,  and  we  will  be 
able,  I have  no  doubt,  to  settle  a plan  of  ope- 
ration that  will  break  the  power  of  the  ene- 
my in  Upper  Canada,  and  that  in  the  course 
of  a short  time.  At  all  events,  let  me  hear 
from  you;  I have  looked  for  your  fleet  with 
the  greatest  anxiety  since  the  10th.  I do  not 
doubt  my  ability  to  meet  the  enemy  in  the 
held,  and  to  march  in  any  direction  over  his 
| country;  your  fleet  carrying  for  me  the  neces- 
jsary  supplies.  We  can  threaten  forts  George 
and  Niagara,  and  carry  Burlington  Heights 
and  V ork,  and  proceed  direct  to  Kingston  and 
carry  that  place.  For  God’s  sake  let  me  see 
you;  sir  James  will  not  fight,  two  of  his  ves^ 
sels  are  nowin  Niagara  river. 

If  you  conclude  to  meet  me  at  the  head  of 
the  lake,  and  that  immediately7,  have  the 
goodness  to  bring  the  guns  and  troops  that  I 
have  ordered  from  the  Harbor;  at  all  events 
have  the  politeness  to  let  me  know  what  aid 
I am  to  expect  from  the  fleet  of  lake  Ontario. 

Therp  is  not  a doubt  resting  in  my  mind 
but  we  have  between  us  the  command  of  suf- 
jficient  means  to  conquer  Upper  Canada  with- 
in two  months,  if  there  is  a prompt  and  zca- 
jlous  co-operation  and  a vigorous  application 
of  these  means;  now  is  our  time  before  tlie 
enemy  can  be  greatly  reinforced.  Y ours  truly. 
(Signed)  JACOB  BROWN 

Commodore  Chauncey. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  com.  Chauncey  to  maj 
gen.  Brown , dated 
U.  S.  ship  Superior,  off  Kingston,  ? 

August  10, 1814.  > 

Sir, — Yrour  letter  of  the  13th  ult.  was  re- 
ceived by  me  on  a sick  bed,  hardly  able  to 
hear  it  read,  and  entirely  unfitted  to  reply  to  it. 
I,  however,  requested  gen.  Gaines  to  acquaint 
you  with  my  situation,  the  probable  time  of 
the  fleet’s  sailing,  and  my  views  of  the  extent 
of  its  co-operation  with  the  army. 

From  the  tenor  of  your  letter,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  you  had  calculated  much  upon  the 
co-operation  of  the  fleet.  You  cannot  surely 
have  forgotten  the  conversation  we  held  oil 
this  subject  at  Sackett  s Harbor,  previous  to 
your  departure  for  Niagara.  I then  professed 
to  feel  it  my  duty  as  well  as  inclination,  to  af- 
ford every  assistance  in  my  power  to  the  ar- 
my, and  to  co-operate  with  it  whenever  it 
could  be  done  without  losing  sight  of  this 


NILES'  WEEKLY  REGISTER— EVENTS  OF  THE  WAR. 


S3 


great  object,  for  the  attainment  of  which  this 
fieet  had  been  created,  to  wit:  the  capture  or 
destruction  of  the  enemy’s  fleet;  hut  I then 
distinctly  stated  to  you,  that  this  was  a prima- 
ry object,  and  would  be  first  attempted;  and 
that  you  must  not  expect  the  fleet  at  the  head 
of  the  lake,  unless  that  of  the  enemy  should 
induce  us  to  follow  him  there. 

I will  not  suffer  myself  to  believe  that  this  i 
conversation  was  misunderstood  or  has  since) 
been  forgotten.  How  then  shall  I account  for  I 
the  intimation  thrown  out  to  the  pub  lick  in  I 
your  despatch  to  the  secretary  of  war,  that ! 
you  expected  the  fleet  to  co-operate  with  you? 
Was  it  friendly,  or  just  or  honorable,  not  on- 
ly to  furnish  an  opening  for  the  public,  but 
thus  to  assist  them,  to  infer  that  I had  pledg-j 
ed  myself  to  meet  you  on  a particular  day,  at  j 
the  head  of  the  lake,  for  the  purpose  of  co- 
operation? and  in  case  of  disaster  to  your  ar  ( 
my,  thus  to  turn  their  resentment  from  you,  | 
who  are  alone  responsible,  upon  me,  who  j 
could  not  by  any  possibility  have  prevented  j 
or  retarded  even  your  discomfiture.  You  well  j 
know,  sir,  that  the  fleet  could  not  have  ren- ! 
dered  .you  the  least  service  during  your  late 
incursion  upon  Upper  Canada.  You  have  hot 
been  able  ’ to  approach  lake  Ontario  on  any 
point  nearer  than  Queenstown,  and  the  ene- 
my were  then  in  possession  of  all  the  country 
between  that  place  and  the  shore  of  Ontario; 
and  that  I could  not  even  communicate  with  j 
with  vou,  without  making  a circuit  of  70  or 
80  miles.  I would  ask,  of  what  possible  use 
the  fleet  would  have  been  to  you,  either  in 
threatening  or  investing  Fort  George,  when 
the  shallowness  of  the  water  alone  would  pre 
veat  an  approach  with  these  ships  within  two 
miles  of  that  fort  or  Niagara?  To  pretend  that 
the  fleet  could  render  the  least  assistance  in 
your  projected  capture  of  Burlington  Heights 
on  your  route  to  Kingston,  is  still  more  ro- 
mantic, for  it  is  well  known  the  fleet  could 
not  approach  within  9 miles  of  those  Heights. 

That  you  might  find  the  fleet  somewhat  of  I 
a convenience  in  the  transportation  of  provi  j 
sions  and  stores  for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  j 
an  agreeable  appendage  to  attend  its  marches 
and  counter-marches,  I am  ready  to  believe; 
but,  sir,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  hon- 
ored us  with  a higher  destiny — we  are  in- 
tended to  seek  and  to  fight  the  enemy’s  fleet. 
This  is  the  great  purpose  of  the  government 
in  creating  this  fleet;  and  I shall  not  be  di- 
verted in  my  efforts  to  effectuate  it  by  any  si- 
nister attempt  to  render  us  subordinate  to,  or 
an  appendage  of,  the  army. 

We  have  one  common  object  in  the  annoy- 
ance, defeat  and  destruction  of  the  enemy;  and  i 
I shall  always  cheerfully  unite  with  any  mili- 1 
tary  commander  in  the  promotion  of  lliatob-j 
>ct.  I 


I I am,  si r,  with  great  consideration  and  rcs- 
j pect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

I.  CHAUWCEY. 

Major-general  J.vcon  Crown. 

Et  tract  of  a letter  from  James  Inderirick,  Surgeon  of 
the  late  V.  Slates  brig  ritgvs,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  dated  Boston , September  5 , 18 [4. 

“ Having  been  appointed  by  commodore 
Uecatur  as  acting  surgeon  on  board  the  late 
U S tales'  brig  Argus,  a short  time  p;  evious 
to  her  departure  from  New -York  and  having 
served  in  that  capacity  until  the  unfortunate 
termination  of  her  cruize;  1 was,  with  her 
surviving  officers,  detained  as  a prisoner  of 
war,  on  parole,  in  England.  1 have  new,  sir, 
however,  the  honor  of  reporting  to  vou  mv 
arrival  on  the  3d  inet.  at  this  port,  in  "the  car 
tel  ship  Saratoga,  having  at  length  obtained 
my  release  and  passport  as  a non-combatant. 

As  lieu t.  Watson,  our  surviving  command- 
ing officer,  has  been  unable,  under  parole  re- 
strictions, to  transmit  any  official  documents 
relative  to  the  action  and  capture  of  the  Ai 
gus,  I have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  your  in- 
formation, a reportof  the  casualties  attending 
that  event.  I regret  that  I have  not  yet  been 
able  to  furnish  the  wounded  with  the  regular 
certificates ; it  was  impossible,  without  per- 
sonal communication  with  them,  to  obtain 
the  information  necessary  to  the  filling  up  of 
the  blanks,  with  the  precision  enjoined  in 
the  orders  of  your  honorable  department,'7 

ReUnm  of  billed  and  wounded  on  board  ihe  late  U.  S. 
brigJlrgus , Wm.  II.  Allen,  esq.  kite  commander,  in. 
action,  with  H.  11.  M.  sloop  Pelican,  on  the  4th  Au- 
gust, 1813. 

killed — Mr.  "William  Edwards,  midshipman;  Mr. 
Richard  Delphy,  do.-;  Joshua  Jone  s,  s- -an uni;  George 
Gardner,  do-.  John  Findley,  do.  William  Moulton,  do. 

wounded — William  H.  Allen,  esq.  commander,  se- 
verely— died  August  !8th,  1813;  Wm.  II.  Wilson, 
1st  lieut.  do. — cured;  Collin  McLeod,  boats w - n,  do. 
discharged  Nov.  22d,  1813,  from  Mill  Prison  Hospi- 
tal, and  sent  to  Dartmore  Depot;  James  While,  car- 
penter, do. — died  Aug.  17,  at  Mill  Prison;  Joseph 
Jordon,  boatswain’s  mate,  do. — died  Aug  16,  at  sea; 
John  Young,  qr.  master,  do. — remaining  in  hospital 
March  1st,  1814;  Francis  Eg  gem,  seaman,  do  — died 
Aug.  30' h,  at  Mill  Prison;  JolmNug-.n*,  se  .n  an, 
do. — remaining  in  hospital  on  the  1st  of  March, 
1814;  Charles  Baxter,  seaman,  do.— died  Sip:  2d, 
at  Mill  Prison;  James  Keliam,or.  seamen,  sliphth  — 
discharged  Oct.  24dt,  a<  Dartmore  Depot;  YVm.  llo- 
vington,  seaman,  severely — discharged  from  hospi- 
tal to  Dartmore  Depot,  Sept  11th;  J ones  II  il,  sea- 
man, slightly — discharged  to  Depot,  Aug.  28ih. 

■The  following  who  were  on  board  the  Pelican  immedi- 
ately after  the  action,  have  been  ascertained  to  be 
among  the  number  wounded. 

George  Starbuck, seaman;  John  Snifim,  carpenter’s 
mate;  John  Scott,  the  Is!  seaman;  John  Hadden;  Jo- 
seph Allen. 

Several  others  whose  names  have  not  been  ascer- 
tained, were  taken  on  b«*jrd  the  enemy’s  vessel.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  sir  jour  obedient  servant, 
JAMES  1NDERWICK, 
Acting  S'  r.  of  late  U.  S.  brig  Argus. 
Non,  JVrn.  Jones , secretar  of  the  navy . 
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Copy  of  a letter  from  lieut.  colonel  Armiitead,  to  tie 
secretary  of  war,  dated 

Fort  M“I-Ie»ry,  September  24th,  1814. 

A severe  indisposition,  the  effect  of"  great  fatigue 
and  exposure,  has  prevented  me  heretofore  from 
presenting  you  with  an  account  of  the  attack  on 
this  post.  On  the  night  Of  Saturday  the  lthh  inst. 
the  British  fleet,  consisting  of  ships  of  the  line, 
heavy  frigates,  and  bomb  vessels,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  30  sail,  appeared  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
I’atapsco,  with  every  indication  of  an  attempt  on 
the  city  of  Baltimore.  My  own  force  consisted  of 
one  company  of  United  States  artillery,  under  capt. 
Evans,  and  two  companies  of  sea  fencibles,  under 
captains  Bunburv  and  Addison.  Of  these  three  com- 
panies, 35  men  were  unfortunately  on  the  sick  list, 
and  unfit  for  duty.  I had  been  furnished  with  two 
companies  of  volunteer  artillery  from  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  under  capt.  Berry  and  lieut.  commandant 
Pennington.  To  these  I must'  add  another  very  fine 
company  of  volunteer  artillerists,  under  judge  Ni- 
cholson, who  had  proffered  their  services  to  aid  m 
the  defence  of  this  post  whenever  an  attack  might 
be  apprehended  ; and  also  a detachment  from  com- 
modore Barney’s  flotilla,  under  iieut.  Rodman.  Brig, 
general  Winder  had  also  furnished  me  with  about 
six  hundred  infantry,  under  the  command  of  lieut. 
col.  S teu art  and  major  Lane,  consisting  of  detach- 
ments from  the  12m,  14th,  36th  and  38th  regts.  of 
United  States  troops— the  total  amounting  to  about 
1000  effective  men. 

On  Monday  morning  very  early,  it  was  perceived 
that  the  enemy  was  landing  troops  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Patapsco,  distant  about  ten  miles.  During 
that  day  and  the  ensuing  night,  he  had  brought  six- 
teen ships  (including  five  bomb  ships)  within  about 
two  miles  and  an  half  of  this  Fort.  I had  arranged 
my  force  as  follows  : The  regular  artillerists  under 
capt.  Evans,  and  the  volunteers  under  capt.  Nichol- 
son, manned  the  bastions  ip  the  St  ir  Fort.  Captains 
Buribury’s,  Addison’s,  Rodman’s,  Berry’s,  and  lie.ut. 
commandant  Pennington’s  commands  were  station- 
ed on  the  lower  vvoit*,  and  the  infantry  under  lieut. 
Col.  Steuart  and  major  Lane  were  in  the  outer  ditch, 
to  meet  the  enemy  at  his  landing,  should  he  attempt 
one. 

On  Thesday  morning  about  sunrise,  the  enemy 
commenced  the  attack  from  his  five  bomb  vessels, 
at  the  distance  of  .about  two  miles,  when,  finding 
that  his  shells  reached  us,  lie  anchored,  and  kept 
up  an  incessant  and  well-directed  bombardment. — 
\Ve  immediately  opened  our  batteries,  and  kept  a 
brisk  fire  from  our  guns  and  mortars,  but  unfortu- 
nately our  shot  and  shells  all  fell  considerably  short 
of  him.  This  was  to  me  a most  distressing  circum- 
stance ; as  it  left  us  exposed  to  a constant  and  tre- 
mendous shower  of  shells,  without  the  most  > emote 
possibility  of  our  doing  him  the  slighest  injury.  It 
affords  me  the  highest  gratification  to  state,  that 
although  we  were  left  thus  exposed,  and  thus  inac- 
tive, no!  a man  shrunk  from  the  conflict. 

Aboui  2 o’clock,  P.  M.  one  of  the  24  pounders  on 
the  south  west  bastion,  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  captain  Nicholson,  was  dismounted  by  a 
shell,  die  explosion  from  which  killed  his  second 
lieut.  and  wounded  several  of  his  men  ; the  bustle 
uecfiM  . rilv  produced  in  removing  the  wounded  and 
remounting  the  gun  probably  induced 'the  enemy  to 
suspect  that  we  were  in  a state  of  confusion,  as  he 
brought  m three  of  his  bomb  ships  to  what  I believ- 
ed to  ire  good  striking  distance.  I immediately  or- 
dered a fire  to  be  opened,  which  was  obeyed  with 
alacrity  through  the  whole  garrison,  and  in  half  an 
hour  those  intruders  again  sheltered  themselves  by 
withdrawing  beyond  our  reach.  We  gave  three 


cheers,  and  again  ceased  firing.  The  enemy  con- 
tinued throwing  shells,  with  one  or  two  slight  in- 
termissions, till  1 o’clock  in  the  morning  of  Wed- 
nesday, when  it  was  discovered  that  he  had  availed 
himself  of  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  had  thrown 
a considerable  force  above  to  our  right ; they  had 
approached  very  near  to  fort  Covington,  when  they 
b^gan  to  throw  rockets  ; intended,  I presume,  to 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  shores  ; 
as  I have  since  understood,  they  had  detached  1250 
picked  men.  with  scaling  landers,  for  the  purpose 
of  storming  this  fort.  We  once  more  had  an  oppor* 
tunity  of  opening  our  batteries,  and  kept  up  a con- 
tinued blaze  for  nearly  two  hours,  which  had  tile  ef- 
fect again  to  drive  them  off. 

Injustice  to  lieu.  Newcomb,  of  the  U.  States 
navy,  who  commanded  at  fort  Covington  with  a de- 
tachment of  sailors,  and  lieut.  Webster,  of  the  flo- 
tilla, who  commanded  the  six  gun  battery  near  that 
fort,  1 ought  to  state,  that  during  this  time  they  kept 
up  an.  animated,  and  I believe  a very  destructive 
fire,  to  which  I am  persuaded  we  are  much  indebted 
in  repulsing  the  enemy.  One  of  his  sunken  barges 
has  since  been  found  with  two  dead  men  in  it — ■ 
others  have  been  seen  floating  in  the  river.  The 
only  means  we  had  of  directing  our  guns,  was  by 
the  blaze,  of  their  rockets,  and  the  flashes  of  their 
guns.  Had  they  ventured  to  the  same  situation  in 
the  day  time,  not  a man  would  have  escaped. 

The  hombardment  continued  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy  until  7 o’clock  on  Wednesday  morning,  when 
it  ceased : and  about  nine,  their  ships  got  under 
weigh,  and  stood  down  -the  river.  During  the  bom- 
bardment, which  lasted  25  hours . (with  two  slight 
intermissions)  from  the  best  calculation  I can  make, 
from  fifteen  to  eighteen  hundred  shells  were  thrown 
by  the  enemy.  A few  of  these  fell  short.  A large 
proportion  burst  over  us,  throwing  their  fragments 
among  us,  and  threatening  destruction.  Many  pas- 
sed over,  ami  about  four  hundred  fell  within  the 
works.  Two  of  the  public  buildings  are  materially 
injured — the  others  but  slightly.  I am  happy  to  in- 
form you  (wonderful  as  it  may  appear)  that  our  loss 
amounts  only  to  four  men  killed,  and  24  wounded. 
The  latter  will  all  recover.  Among  the  killed,  I 
have  to  lament  the  loss  of  lieut.  Clagget,  and  Ser- 
jeant Clemm,  both  of  captain  Nicholson’s  volunteers; 
two  men  wfiose  fate  is  to  be  deplored,  not  only  for 
their  personal  bravery,  but  for  their  high  standing, 
amiable  demeanor,  and  spotlesss  integrity  in  private 
life.  Lieut.  Russel,  of  the  company  under  lieutenant 
Pennington,  received,  early  in  the  attack,  a severe 
contusion  in  the  heel;  notwithstanding  which  he  re- 
mained at  his  post  during  the  whole  bombarment. 

Were  I to  name  any  individual  who  signalised 
themselves,  it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  others. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that  every  officer  and  soldier  under 
my  command  did  their  duty  to  my  entire  satisfac- 
tion. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant.  G.  ARMISTEAD, 

It.  col.  US.  Artillery, 
Hon.  James  Monroe , secretary  of  war. 


Copy  of  a letter  from  capt.  Campbell  to  the  secretary 
of  the  navy,  dated 
St.  Mary’s,  12th  September,  1814. 

Sin — I beg  leave  to  report  the  British  privateer 
schooner  Fortune  of  War,  captured  on  the  9th  inst. 
off  Sappelo  Bar,  by  gun  vessels  No.  160,  and  151  in 
company  commanded  by  Thomas  M.  Pendleton ; 
mounts  2 six  pounders  with  a crew  consisting  of  35 
in  number,  three  weeks  from  Bermuda,  without 
having  made  any  captures. 

She  surrendered  after  receiving  two  shot  from  the 
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gun  vessel,  and  having  one  man  killed.  Previous  P.  S.  We  had  thirty-nine  round  shot  in  our  hull 
to' the  capture  of  the  privateer,  the  gun  vessels  had  ! (mostly  24  pounders)— four  in  our  lower  masts— and 
taken  ono  of  her  boats  and  13  men  that  had  landed  we  woe  well  peppered  with  grape.  I enclose  my 
on  Sappelo.  boatswain’s  report.  R.  H. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  j Copy  of  a letter  from  George  Beale,  junr.  to  commodore 
your  obedient  servant,  II.  G.  CAMPBELL.  Macdonongh,  dated 

The  hoii.  Wm.  Jones,  secretary  of  the  navy.  j ' v-  September  13.  isu. 

^ i sir — I have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a list  ot  the 

Copy  of  a letter  from  a staff  officer  to  the  editors  of  the  National  | killed  an  l woun.lel  on  board  the  different  vessels  of 

hrtv.  (ill**  cnmrlmn  linrlpt*  vmir  pnmnruiml  in  t Via  .jpI 


Intelligencer 

Washington,  Sept.  14th,  1814. 

Gentlemen — In  commodore  Porter's  statement  of  tl»e  defence  of 
the  battery  at  the  White  House,  be  has,  by  mistake,  inferred  that 
jieufenai.t  Spencer,  of  the  corps  of  artillery  was  second  i i com- 
mand at  fort  Warburton  when  that  place  was  abandoned,  f deem 
it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  lieutenant  Spencer  was  not  at- 
tached to  the  commatvl  at  fort  Warburton.  hut  was  at  the  time  ot 
its  abandonment  iu  Baltimore;  having  reached  this  on  the  28th, 
and  volunteering  his  services,  he  was,  on  i'j  ‘ arrest  of  captain 
Dyson,  put  in  command  of  his  company,  winch  was  tnen  ou  Ma- 
son's island,  and  with  it  proceeded  down  the  river  and  acted  under 
commodore  Porter  to  his  entire  satisfaction. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  commodore  Barney  to  captain  Sevier,  of  the 
marine  corps , dated 

F i ni.  Elk  ltufe  , Sept.  10,  1814. 

-Sir— It  was  not  until  three  days  after  my  report  was  made  to 
the  secretary  of  navy,  that  major  Stuart  called  at  my  house  and 
informed,  that  in  the  retreat  after  the  battle  of  the  2,th  ult.  he 
overtook  you,  wounded  in  the  neck,  and  that  he  lent  you  his  horse. 
My  situation  prevented  me  from  obtaining  a knowledge  of  the 
situation  of  many  of  my  brave  companions.  I only  mentioned 
those  I saw,  except  in  the  case  of  acting  sailing  master  Martin— 
he  was  reported  to  me  as  dead.  I since  learn  lie  is  only  badly 
wound  d.  Your  not  being  mentioned  in  my  report  will  not  dimi- 
nish the  glory  yourself  and  the  other  officers  of  the  marine  corps 
acquired.  You  fought,  I may  say,  under  the  eyes  of  all  America, 
and  Came  will  do  you  justice.  Receive,  sir.  my  wisli-s  for  your 
speedy  recovery,  and  present  my  respects  to  lieutenants  Richard- 
son, Nicoll,  Lord  ann  Brooke,  who  so  ably  assisted  on  that  me- 
morable day.  I am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSHUA  BARNEY. 

Captain  A,  Sevier,  Marine  Corps,  Washington. 

MACDONOUGH’S  VICTORY. 

Copies  of  letters  from  commodore  JVla.cdonov.gh  to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy , dated 
U.  S.  ship  Saratoga,  at  anchor  off  Plattsburgh,  Sept.  13, 1814, 
sir — By  lieutenant  commandant  Cassin  I have  the 


Lite  squadron  under  your  command  in  the  action  of 
tlie  11th  inst. 

It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  correctly  the  loss  of 
the  enemy.  From  the  best  information  received  from 
ihe  British  officers,  from  my  own  observations,  and 
from  various  lis»s  found  on  board  the  Confiance,  I 
calculate  the  number  of  men  on  board  that  ship  at 
the  commencement  of  the  action  at  270  of  whom  at 
least  180  were  killed  and  wounded,  nd  on  board  the 
other  captured  vessels  at  least  8 more,  making  in 
the  whole,  killed  and  wounded,  260.  This  is  doubt- 
less short  ot  the  real  number,  as  many  were  thrown 
overboard  from  the  Confiance  during  the  engage- 
ment. 

The  muster  books  must  have  been  thrown  over- 
board, or  otherwise  disposed  of,  as  they  are  not  to  be 
found. 

1 am  sir,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 
GEO.  BEALE,  jun.  purser. 
Thomas  Macdonongh,  esq.  commanding  U.S.  squadron , 

on  lake  Champlain. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  commodore  Macdonongh  to  the 
secretary  of  the  Jiavy , dated 
U.  S.  ship  Saratoga,  Plattsburg  bay,  September  13,  1814. 

sir — I have  the  honor  to  give  you  the  particulars 
of  the  action  which  took  place  on  the  11th  inst.  on 
this  lake. 

For  several  days  the  enemy  were  on  their  way  to 
Plattsburgh  by  land  and  water,  and  it  being  well  un- 
derstood that  an  attack  would  be  made  at  the  same 
time  by  their  land  and  naval  forces,  I determined  to 


honor  to  convey  to  you  the  flags  of  bis  Britannic  ma-j aNVa^  at  anc^or  the  approach  of  the  latter 
lot*  c ™ ii,*  1 1 tfi  hv  At  8.  A.  M.  the  look-out  boat  announce 


jasty’s  late  squadron,  captured  on  the  11th  inst.  by 
the  United  States’  squadron,  under  my  command. 
Also  my  despatches  relating  to  that  occurrence, 
■which  should  have  been  in  your  possession  at  an  ear- 
lier period,  but  for  the  difficulty  in  arranging  the  dif- 
ferent statements. 

The  squadron  under  my  command  now  lies  at 
Plattsburgh — it  will  bear  of  considerable  diminution, 
and  leave  a force  sufficient  to  repel  any  attempt  of 
the  enemy  in  this  quarter.  I shall  wait  your  order 
what  to  do  with  the  whole  or  any  part  thereof. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

T.  MACDONOUGH. 

Honorable  William  Jones  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  lieutenant  Cassin , to  commodore 
Macdonongh. 

U.  S.  schooner  Ticonderoga,  Plattsburgh  hay,  Sept.  12th  1814. 
sir — It  is  a pleasure  1 state,  that  every  officer  and 
man,  under  my  command  did  their  duty  yesterdaj. 
Yours  respectfully,  STEPHEN  CASSIN, 

i lieutenant  commanding. 

Commodore  Thomas  Macdonongh. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  lieutenant  Henley , to  commodore 
Macdonongh. 

U.  S.  Brig  Eagle,  Plattsburgh  Sept.  12th,  1814 
sir — I am  happy  to  inform  you  that  all  my  officers 
and  men  acted  bravely,  and  did  their  duty  in  the 
battle  of  yesterday  with  the  enemy. 

I shall  have  the  pleasure  of  making  a more  parti- 
cular representation  of  the  respective  merits  of  my 
gallant  officers  to  the  honorable  the  secretary  of  the 
navy. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  RO.  HENLEY. 


announced  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy.  At  9,  he  anchored  in  a line 
ahead,  at  about  300  yards  distance  from  my  line;  his 
ship  opposed  to  the  Saratoga,  his  brig  to  the  Eagle, 
captain  Robert  Henley,  his  gallies,  thirteen  in  num- 
ber, to  The  schooner,  sloop,  and  a division  of  our  gal- 
lies; one  of  his  sloops  assisting  their  ship  and  brig, 
the  other  assisting  their  gallies.  Our  remaining  gal- 
lies with  the  Saratoga  and  Eagle. 

In  this  situation  the  whole  force  on  both  sides  be- 
came engaged,  the  Saratoga  suffering  much  from  the 
heavy  fire  of  the  Confiance.  1 could  perceive  at  the 
same  time,  however,  that  our  fire  was  very  destruc- 
tive to  her.  The  Ticonderoga,  lieutenant  command- 
ing Cassin,  gallantly  s-ustained  her  full  share  of  the 
action.  At  half  past  10  o’clock  the  Eagle,  not  being 
able  to  bring  her  guns  to  bear,  cut  her  cable  and  an- 
chored in  a more  eligible  position,  between  my  ship 
and  the  Ticonderoga,  where  she  very  much  annoyed 
the  enemy,  but  unfortunately  leaving  me  exposed  to 
a galling  fire  from  the  enemy’s  brig.  Our  guns  on 
the  starboard  side  being  nearly  all  dismounted,  or  not 
manageable,  a stern  anchor  was  let  go,  the  bower 
cable  cut,  and  the  ship  winded  with  a fresh  broadside 
on  the  enemy’s  ship,  which  soon  after  surrendered. 
Our  broadside  was  then  sprung  to  bear  on  the  brig, 
which  surrendered  in  about  15  minutes  after. 

The  sloop  that  was  opposed  to  the  Eagle,  had 
struck  some  time  before  and  drifted  down  the  linl; 
the  sloop  which  was  with  their  gallies  having  struck 
also.  Three  of  their  gallies  are  said  to  be  sunk,  the 
others  pulled  off.  Our  gallies  were  about  obeying 
with  alacrity  the  signal  to  follow  them,  when  all  the 
vessels  were  reported  to  me  to  be  in  a sinking  state; 
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it  then  became  necessary  to  annul  the  signal  to  the  I 
gallies,  and  order  their  men  to  the  pumps. 

I could  only  look  at  the  enemy’s  gallies  going  offi 
in  a shattered  condition,  for  there  was  not  a mast  in 
either  squadron  that  could  stand  to  make  sail  on; 
the  lower  rigging  being  nearly  all  shot  away,  hung 
down  as  though  it  had  been  just  placed  over  the 
mast-heads. 

The  Saratoga  had  fifty-five  round  shot  in  her  hull; 
the  Confiance  one  hundred  and  five.  The  enemy’s 
shot  passed  principally  just  over  our  heads,  as  there 
were  not  20  whole  hammocks  in  the  nettings  at  the 
close  of  the  action,  which  lasted  without  intermis- 
sion two  hours  and  twenty  minutes. 

The  absence  and  sickness  of  lieut.  Raymond  Per- 
ry, left  me  without  the  services  ot  that  excellent  of- 
ficer; much  ought  fairly  to  be  attributed  to  him  fin- 
his  great  care  and  attention  in  disciplining  the  ship’s 
crew,  as  her  first  lieutenant.  Iiis  place  was  filled  by 
a gallant  young  officer,  lieut.  Peter  Gamble,  who,  1 
regret  to  inform  you,  was  killed  early  in  the  action. 
Acting  lieut.  Vallette  worked  the  1st  and  2d  divi- 
sions of  guns,  with  able  effect. Sailing-master 

-Brum’s  attention  to  the  springs,  and  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  order  to  wind  the  ship,  and  occasionally 
at  the  guns,  meets  with  my  entire  approbation;  al- 
so capt.  Young’s  commanding  the  acting  marines, 
who  took  his  men  to  the  guns.  Mr.  Beale,  purser, 
was  of  great  service  at  the  guns,  and  in  carrying 
my  orders  throughout  the  ship,  with  midshipman 
Montgomery.  Master’s  mate  Joshua  Justin,  hid 
command  of  the  31  division;  his  conduct  during 
the  action  was  that  of  a brave  and  correct  officer. 
Midshipmen  Monteath,  Graham,  Williamson,  Platt, 
Thwing,  and  acting  midshipman  Baldwin,  all  be- 
haved well,  and  gave  evidence  of  their  making  valu- 
able officers. 

The  Saratoga  was  twice  set  on  fire  by  hot  shot 
from  the  enemy’s  ship. 

I close,  sir,  this  communication  with  feelings  of 
gratitude  for  the  able  support  I received  from  eve- 
ry officer  and  man  attached  to  the  squadron  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  command. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant. 

T.  MACDONOUGH. 
Hon.  Wm.  Jones,  secretary  of  tfte  navy. 

P.  S. — Accompanying  this  is  a list  of  killed  and 
wounded,  a list  of  prisoners  and  a precise  statement 
of  both  forces  engaged.  Also  letters  from  captain 
Henley  and  lieut.  com.  Cassin. 

Return  of  killed  and  mounded  oil  board  the  United  States'  squadron 

on  lake  Champlain,  in  the  engagement  with  the  British  fleet  on 

the  i 1th  of  September,  1814. 

Ship  Saratoga. 

Killed—  Peter  Gamble,  lieut.;  Thomas  Butler,  qr.  gun’r.;  James 
Norberry,  boatsw.  mate;  Abraham  Davis,  qr.  master;  William 
Wyer,  sail  maker;  William  Brickell,  Peter  Johnson  and  John 
Coleman,  seamen;  Bcnj.  Purrill  and  Andrew  Parmlee,  o.  seamen; 
Peter  Post,  David  Bennet  and  Ebene«er  Johnson,  seamen;  Joseph 
Conch  landsman;  Thomas  Stephens,  seaman;  Randall  M'Donald 
and  John  White,  o.  seamen;  Samuel  Smith,  seaman;  Thomas 
Malonv,  o.  seaman;  Andrew  Nelson,  John  Sellack,  Peter  JIanson, 
Jacob  Laraway  and  Edward  Moore,  seamen;  Jerome  Williams,  o.  s.; 
James  Carlisle,  marine;  John  Smart  and  Earl  Hannemon,  sea- 
men—28. 

Wounded— James  M.  Baldwin,  act’g  midsh’n;  Joseph  Barron, 
pilot;  Robert  Gray,  qr.  gunner;  George  Cassin,  qr.  masterjlJolin 
.Hollingsworth,  Thomas  Robinson,  Purnal  Smith,  John  Ottiwell 
and  John  Thompson,  seaman;  Edward  Rowland,  William  Fabee 
and  William  Williams,  o.  seaman;  John  Towns,  landsman;  John 
Shays,  John  S.  Hammond  and  Janies  Barlow,  seamen;  James 
Nagle,  o.  s.;  John  Lanman  and  Peter  Colberg,  seamen;  William 
Newton,  o.  s.;  Neil  J.  Heidmont  and  James  Stewart,  stamen; 
John  Adams,  landsman;  Charles  Rasclie,  seaman;  Benj.  Jackson, 
tltsse  Vanhorn,  Joseph  Ketter  and  Sami.  Pearson,  marines— -9. 

Brig  Eagle. 

Killed—  Peter  Vandermere,  mast,  mate;  John  Ribero  and  Jacob 
Landman, seamen;. Perkins  Moore,  James  Wiuship.  Thomas  An- 
w right  aiid  Nace  Wilson,  o.  seaman;  Thomas  Lewis,  hoy;  John 
Wallace,  Joseph  Heaton  and  Robert  Stratton,  marines;  James  M.  | 
Hale  and  John  Wood,  musicians— 13.  ; 

Wounded— 3 oseph  Smith,  lieut.;  William  A.  Spencer,  actg.j 
lieut.;  Francis  Breeze,  master’s  mat::;  Abraham  Walters,  pilot; ' 


Wm.  C.  Allen,  qr.  master;  James  Duick,  qr.  gunner;  Andrew 
M‘Ewen,  Zebadiah  Concklin.  Joseph  Valentine,  John  Hartley, 
John  Miclan  and  Robert  Buckley,  seamen;  Aaron  Fitzgerald, 
hoy;  Purnell  Boiee,  o.  s.;  John  N.  Craig,  seaman;  John  M’Ken* 
ney,  Matthew  Server,  George  Main  waring,  Henry  Jones  and 
John  M’Carty,  marines — 30. 

Schooner  Ticonderoga. 

Killed— John  Stansbury,  lieut.;  John  Fislier  and  John  Atkinson  , 
boatswain’s  mate;  H miry  Johnson,  seaman;  Deodorick  Think  iyui 
John  Sharp,  marines— 6. 

Wounded- Patrick  Cassin,  Ezekiel  Good,  Sami.  Sawyer,  Wm. 
Le  Count  and  Henry  Collins,  seamen;  John  Condon,  marine — 6, 
Sloop  Preble. 

Killed—  Rogers  Carter,  acting  sailing  master;  Joseph  Rowe, 
boatswain’s  mate — 2. 

W unruled— None. 

Cun-loat  Borer. 

Kilted—  Arthur  W.  Smith,  purser’s  steward;  Thomas  Gill,  boy> 
James  Day,  marine— 3. 

Wounded — Eben.  Cobb,  corporal  marines— 1. 

Cun-boat  Centipede. 

n vundod—  James  Taylor,  landsman— 1. 

Gun-boat  Wilmcr. 

Wounded— Peter  Frank,  seaman-  . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Killed. 


Saratoga, 

Eagle, 

Ticemleroga, 

Preble, 

Borer, 

Centipede, 

Wiimer, 


Wound#. 

29 

20 

6 

1 

1, 

1 


Gun-boats  Npttle, 
Allen, 
Viper, 
Burrows, 
Ludlow, 
Ahvyn, 
Ballard, 


52 


)>None  killed  or  -wounded,. 


GEO.  BEALE,  jun. purser, 

Statement  of  the  American  force  engaged  on  the  lllh  Sept.  1814. 
f 8 l#ng  24  pounders 
Saratoga^  6 42  pound  carronades 
LI2  32  pound  do. 

Eagle,  12  3/  pound  carronades  and  8 long  18  prs. 

( '8  long  12  pounders 
Ticonderoga^  4 18  do. 

i_5  32  pound  carronades 
Preble,  * long  9 pounders 
10  gallies,  viz. 

Allen,  l long  24  pr.  and  1 18  pr.  Columbiad 


Total  26 
20 


Burrows,  1 
Borer,  l 
Nettle,  1 
Viper,  1 
Centipede,  1 


Ludlow, 

Wiimer, 

Alwyn, 

Mallard, 


1 12  pr. 
1 )2  pr. 
1 12  pr. 
1 12  pr 


24  pr.  and  i 18  pr. 
2 1 pr.  and  118  pr. 
24  pr.  and  1 18  pr. 
24  pr.  arid  t 18  pr, 
24  pr.  and  1 18  pr. 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


Guns  8G 


Recapitulation.— 14  long  24  pounders 

6 42  pound  carronades 
29  32  pound  do. 

12  long  18  pounders 
12  12  pounders 

7 9 pounders 

<3  18  pound  Columbiads. 

Total  .86  Guns. 

T.  MACDONOUGH. 

Statement  of  the  enemy's  force  engaged  on  the  il th  September , 1814. 


f 27  long  24  pounders 
Frigate  J 4 32  pound  carronades 
Confiance  | 6 24  pound  do.  and 

L 2 long  18  pounders  on  birth  deck 
Brig  Linnet,  16  long  12  pounders 
ci  18  pound  carronades 

Sloop  *ChnbJ  i Jon£6  pounder 

("6  1 8 pound  carronades 
Sloop  *Finch^  1 18  pound  Columbiad  and 
L4  long  6 pounders 


13  gallies,  viz. 
Sir  James  Y o, 

1 long  24  pr.  and  1 32  pr.  car. 

Sir  George  Prevost  1 

do.  and  1 32  pr.  do. 

Sir  by.  Beckwith 

1 

do.  and  1 32  pr.  do. 

Broke, 

1 

18  pr.  and  1 32  pr,  do- 

Murray, 

1 

18  pr.  and  1 18  pr.  do. 

Wellington 

1 

18  pr. 

Tecumseh 

1 

18 

Name  unknown 

1 

18 

Drummond 

1 32  pr.  ear. 

Simeoe 

1 32  pr.  do. 

Unknown 

1 32  pr.  do. 

Do. 

1 32  pr.  do. 

Do. 

1 32  pr.  do. 

Total,  guns  95 
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7 

18 

do. 

16 

12 

do. 

5 

6 

do. 

33 

Si  p. 

carronades. 

6 

24 

do. 

17 

IS 

do. 

1 

18  p. 

Columbiad. 

Total  95  guns. 

T.  MACDONOUGH. 

* These  sloops  were  formerly  the  U.  S.  Growler  and 
Eagle. 

INTERESTING  scraps. 

Com.  Macdonough  is  the  son  of  I). . Macdonough, 
late  of  New  Castle  county,  state  of  Delaware.  He 
was  a midshipman  under  Decatur,  at  Tripoli,  and 
one  of  the  gallant  band  that  destroyed  the  Phila- 
delphia, &c.  He  is  about  28  years  of  age. 

A comp  xrative  statement  of  the  guns  of  the  two 
fleets  is  given  in  the  commodore’s  letter — a like 
statement  of  the  men,  and  the  loss  sustained,  is  gi- 
ven below  from  the  Burlington  Centinel — in  every 
tiling,  but  courage  and  good  conduct,  were  the  ene- 
my our  superiors.  We  much  question  if  even  a 
* British  official”  will  dare  to  brazen  us  out  of  the 
glory  of  this  victory  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  It  is 
very  certain  that  the  British  ships  wdre  manned  with 
picked  men;  ours  with  the  “common  run”  of  our 
sailors,  who  are  better  than  the  best  of  the  British. 
Eccs  Signum! 

The  battle  was  exceedingly  obstinate;  the  enemy 
fought  gallantly;  but  the  superiority  of  our  gunne- 
ry w.as  irresistible.  We  fired  much  oftener  than 
they  did.  All  the  vessels  are  much,  wrecked. 

The  killed,  on  both  sides,  have  a very  unusual  pro- 
portism  to  the  wounded — on  ours  52  to  58!  This  is, 
perhaps,  unprecedented.  It  may  serve  to  shew  the 
warmth  and  closeness  of  the  action. 

It  is  stated,  that  in  the  hottest  of  the  action,  a 
cock  in  the  commodore’s  ship  flew  into  the  shrouds, 
and  crowed  three  times!  The  crew  seized  the  hap- 
py omen,  and  shouted  victory ! This  little  incident, 
must  have  had  a powerful  effect  on  the  seamen. 

Salutes  and  illuminations,  in  all  parts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  yet  heard  from,  have  celebrated  wl lac- 
donongh’s  glorious  victor}-,  and  « Macomb’s  gallant 
repulse  of  t he  imperious  foe. 

A part  of  the  prisoners  taken  by  com.  Macdo- 
nough, have  arrived  at  Greenbush , viz.  1 captain,  8 
lieuts.  1 sailing  master,  2 siding-masters  mates,  2 
surgeons,  2 pursers,  1 captain’s  clerk,  5 midship- 
men, 1 boatswain,  2 gunners,  1 carpenter,  1 assis- 
tant-surgeon, and  340  seamen. 

Extract  of  a letter  to  a gentleman  in  Boston,  dated 
Burlington,  September  15. 

/<*'Com.  Macdonough  is  a religious  man  as  well  as 
a hero,  and  prayed  with  his  brave  men  on  the  mor- 
ning of  the  victory.  He  was  asked  how  he  escaped 
amid  such  carnage?  and  replied,  pointing  to  Heaven, 
there  was  a power  above  which  determined  the  fate 
of  man. 

“He  had  repeatedly  to  work  his  own  guns  when 
his  men  at  them  were  shot;  and  three  times  he  was 
driven  across  the  deck  by  splinters,  &c. 

“The  steward’s  wife ‘of’ the  British  ship  was  on 
board,  and  unfortunately  killed  in  the  battle. 

“It  is  said,  but  I think  an  exaggeration,  that  Mac- 
donough took  more  prisoners  than  he  had  men. 

‘•At  one  time,  during  the  natlle,  Macdonough  had 
all  his  guns  on  one  side  but  two  dismounted,  when 
he  wore  his  ship.  The  enemy  endeavoring  to  do 
the  same,  failed,  and  gave  us  an  opportunity  to  rake 
him. 

“Our  superior  gunnery  is  again  proved  as  the  ene- 
my had  two,  to  one  of  ours,  killed  or  wounded;  and, 
they  had  locks  on  their  guns,  which  we  had  not.  j 


“The  gullies  did  but  little;  and  the  enemy’s  gul- 
lies, which  were  distant  spectators,  pulled  off  when 
they  saw  their  fleet  was  beaten. 

“It  is  said  our  commodore  intends  to  go  to  (lie 
Isle-au-Motte,  to  see  sir  George’s  batteries  there. 

“A  rooster  was  on  the  shrouds  of  the  Saratoga,  and 
repeatedly  crowed;  which  animated  the  sailors,  as 
they  considered  it  a good  Amen. 

“Gov.  Prevost  his  made  a precipitate  retreat. — 
Some  think  i t a mtse  to  draw  our  men  across  the  Ru- 
bicon: but  I think  not. 

“The  Saranac  has  been  a fine  place  for  our  mili- 
tia, for  on  the  banks  was  nearly  all  tire  execution 
done.  Tiie  enemy  repeatedly  attempted  to  fold  it, 
but  were  repulsed  every  time  but  the  last,  when  a 
few  officers  and  men  got  over,  but  afterwards  strag- 
gled into  the  woods  and  surrendered  to  our  men, 
sir  George  retreating  without  culling  them  in.  Four 
lieuts.  are  here  (Baker’s)  on  parol.  They  speak  in 
terms  of  admiration  of  the  kindness  of  Macomb, 
but  are  very  severe  in  their  remarks  on  their  Sir  G . 
They  *ray,  had  Wellington,  or  even  Brisbane  (whom 
they  term  a fire-eater')  commanded,  they  would  have 
had  Plattsburg  forts.  They  say  they  have  beaten 
the  cleverest;  soldiers  in  the  world,  and  now  have 
been  taken  by  a rabble. 

“Their  capt.  Purchess,  they  say,  was  killed  by  the 
militia,  while  holding  up  his  while  jacket  as  a flag. 

“The  Vermont  militia  are  returning,  but  the  New 
York  militia  are  still  flocking  into  Plattsburg,  as 
there  are  but  regulars  enough  to  man  the  forts. — 
Many  deserters  came  in  yesterday,  and  many  more 
are  in  the  woods.  Brooks  has  greatly  distinguished 
himself  at  Plaltsburg.” 

From  the  Burlington  Centinel,  Sept.  16. — The  fol 
lowing  account  of  the  force  and  loss,  on  board  the 
British  and  American  fleets,  was  received  by  a gen- 
tieman  in  this  place,  directly  from  com.  M‘Donough, 
ami  put  on  paper  on  the  spot,  and  may  be  relied  on 
as  correct,  so  far  as  his  indefatigable  attention  to 
tiie  wounded  and  the  burial  of  the  dead,  and  the  fi 
delity  of  the  British  officers,  have  enabled  him  to 
ascertain  the  facts. 

BRITISH. 

Guns.  Men.  Killed.  Wounded. 


Large  ship,  • 

39 

300 

50 

60 

Brig-,  (Linnet)  - 

16 

120 

20 

30 

Sloop  formerly  Growler, 

11 

40 

6 

10 

Sloop  do.  Eagle, 

11 

40 

8 

10 

13  Gun-boats, 

18 

550  2 

probably  sunk. 

Total, 

95 

1050 

84 

110 

Several  of  the  gunboats  struck;  but  the  sinking 
state  of  the  large  vessels  required  the  assistance  of 
the  men  in  our  gallies,  so  that  not  being  able  to  take 
possession  of  them,  they  were  able  to  save  themselves 
by  flight. 

AMERICAN. 

Guns.  Men.  Killed  Wounded. 


Saratoga,  ship 

26 

210 

28 

29 

E :gk,  brig 

20 

120 

13 

20 

Ticonderoga,  schooner 

17 

1!0 

6 

6 

Preble,  sloop 

7 

30 

2 

0 

10  Gunboats, 

16 

350 

3 

3 

Total 

86 

820 

52 

58 

The  British  officers  killed,  were  commodore  Dow* 
nie  and  3 lieutenants,  etc.  The  American  officers 
killed  were  lieutenants  Gamble  and  Stansburv,  the 
latter  of  whom  was  knocked  overboard,  and  noc 
found,  and  sailing-master  Carter. 

The  British  officers  taken  are  captain  Pring,  and 
6 or  8 lieutenants.  The  wounded  have  been  paroled 
and  sent  by  a flag  vessel,  to  the  Isle  ajix  Noix. 
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The  British  large  ship  is  a fine  vessel  of  her  class, 
having  two  gun  decks  in  her  bow  and  stern,  and 
mounting  among  her  guns,  28  long  24  pounders,  a 
battery  which  few  frigates  of  the  British  navy  can 
boast.  This  account  and  remark  was  from  a British 
officer,  who  was  taken. 


MACOMB’s  VICTORY. 

Head- quarters  Plattsburg , Sept.  14, 1814. 

general  orders. — The  govepnor-general  of  the 
Canadas  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  British  forc- 
es in  North  America,  having  invaded  the  territories 
of  the  United  States,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
conquering  the  country  as  far  as  Crown  Point  and 
Ticonderoga,  there  to  winter  his  forces  with  a view 
to  further  conquest,  brought  with  him  a powerful 
army  and  flotilla — an  army  amounting  to  fourteen 
thousand  men  completely  equipped,  and  accompa 
nied  by  a numerous  train  of  artillery  and  all  the  en- 
gines of  war — men,  who  had  conquered  in  France, 
Spain,  Portugal,  the  Indies,  and  in  various  other 
parts  of  the  globe,  and  led  by  the  most  experienced 
generals  of  the  British  army.  A flotilla  also,  supe- 
rior to  ours  in  vessels,  men  and  guns,  had  determi- 
ned at  once  to  crush  us  both  by  land  and  water. 

The  governor-general,  after  boasting  of  what  he 
would  do,  and  endeavoring  to  dissuade  the  loyal  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States  from  their  allegiance 
by  threats  and  promises,  as  set  Forth  in  his  procla- 
mations and  orders,  fixed  his  head- quarters  at  the 
village  of  Champlain,  to  organize  his  army  and  set- 
tle the  government  of  his  intended  conquests.  On 
the  2d  day  of  the  month,  he  marched  from  Cham- 
plain, and  on  the  5th,  appeared  .before  the  village  of 
Plattsburg,  with  his  whole  army;  and  the  1 1th,  the 
d y fixed  for  the  general  attack,  the  flotilla  arrived. 

The  enemy’s  flotilla  at  8 in  the  morning  passed 
Cumberland  head,  and  at  9 engaged  our  flotilla  at 
anchor  in  tho  bay  off  the  town,  fully  confident  of 
crushing  in  an  instant  the  whole  of  our  naval  force* 
but  the  gallant  commodore  Macdonough,  in  the 
short  space  of  two  hours,  obliged  the  large  vessels 
to  strike  their  colors,  whilst  tiie  gullies  saved  them- 
selves by  flight.  This  glorious  achievment  was  in 
full  view  of  the  several  forts,  and  the  American 
forces  had  the  satisfaction  of  witnessing  the  victor)'. 
The  British  army  was  also  so  posted  on  the  sur- 
rounding heights,  that  it  could  not  but  behold  the 
interesting  struggle  for  dominion  on  the  lake.  At 
the  same  hour  the  fleets  engaged,  the  enemy  opened 
his  batteries  on  our  forts,  throwing  hundreds  of 
shells,  balls  and  rockets,  and  attempted  at  the  same 
time  to  cross  the  Saranack  at  thvee  different  points 
to  assault  the  works.  At  the  upper  ford  be  was  met 
by  the  militia  and  volunteers,  and  after  repeated 
attempts  was  driven  back  with  considerable  loss  in 
killed,  wounded  and  prisoners.  At  the  bridge  near 
the  village,  he  was  repulsed  by  the  pickets  and  the 
brave  riflemen  under  captain  Grovener  and  lieuts. 
Hamilton  and  Riley,  and  at  the  bridge  in  the  town, 
he  was  foiled  by  the  guards,  block  houses,  and  the 
artillery  of  the  forts,  served  by  captain  Alexander 
Brooks,  captains  Richards  and  Smith,  and  lieuts. 
Mountford,  Smyth  and  Cromwell.  The  enemy’s  fire 
was  returned  with  effect  from  our  batteries  and  by 
sun  set  we  had  the  satisfaction  to  silence  seven  bat- 
teries which  had  been  erected,  and  to  see  his  co- 
lumn retiring  to  their  camps,  beyond  the  reach  of 
our  guns. 

Thus  beaten  by  land  and  water  the  governor-gene- 
ral, withdrew  his  artillery  and  raised  the  seige,  at  9 
at  night  sent  off  his  heavy  baggage  and  undercover 
of  the  darkness  retreated  with  his  whole  army  to- 
wards Canada,  leaving  his  wounded  on  the  field,  and 
a vast  quantity  of  bread,  flour  and  beef  which  he  had 
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not  time  to  destroy,  besides  a quantity  ofbombshells, 
shot,  flints  and  ammunition  of  all  kinds  which  remain, 
at  the  batteries  and  lie  concealed  in  the  ponds  and 
rivers.  As  soon  as  his  retreat  was  discovered  the 
light  troops  volunteers  and  militia,  were  in  pursuit, 
and  followed  as  far  as  Chazy,  capturing  several  dra- 
goons and  soldiers,  besides  covering  the  escape  of 
hundreds  of  deserters,  who  continue  still  to  be  com- 
ing in.  A violent  storm  and  continual  fall  of  rain  pre-t 
vented  the  brave  volunteers  and  militia  from  further 
pursuit. 

Thus  have  the  attempts  of  the  invader  been  frus- 
trated by  a regular  force  of  only  fifteen  hundred  mrn, 
a brave  and  active  body  of  militia  of  the  state  oFNew- 
York  under  general  Moores,  and  volunteers  of  ihe 
respectable  and  patriotic  citizens  of  Vermont,  led  by 
general  Strong  and  other  gentlemen  of  distinction. 
The  whole  not  exceeding  two  thousand  five  hundred 
men. 

The  British  forces  being  now  either  expelled  or 
captured,  the  services  of  the  volunteers  and  militia 
may  be  dispensed  with. 

General  Macomb  cannot  however  permit  the  mili- 
tia of  New  York  and  the  volunteers  of  Vermont,  to 
depart  without  carrying  with  them  the  high  sense  he 
entertains  for  their  merits.  The  zeal  with  which  they 
came  forward  in  defence  of  their  country,  when  the 
signal  of  danger  was  given  by  the  general,  reflects 
the  highest  lustre  on  their  patriotism  and  spirit. 
Their  conduct  in  the  field  has  corresponded  with  the 
landable  motives  which  led  them  into  it.  They  have 
deserved  the  esteem  of  their  fellow  citizens  and  the 
warm  approbation  of  their  commanders.  They  have 
exemplified  how  speedily  American  citizens  can  be 
prepared  to  meet  the  enemies  of  their  country.  In 
testifying  his  sense  of  the  merits  of  the  troops,  the 
general  cannot  but  express  his  sorrow  and  regret, 
for  the  loss  of  some  brave  and  virtuous  citizens,  and 
for  those  who  have  been  wounded.  The  loss  no  doubt; 
will  be  keenly  feP  by  their  friends  and  countrymen, 
but  at  the  same  time  will  be  borne  with  that  fortitude 
and  resignation  which  become  good  citizens  and 
good  Christians. 

The  affection  of  the  general  will  accompany  his 
“brave  associates  in  arms,  wheresoever  they  may  go, 
npr  will  anything  give  him  more  pleasure  than  oppor- 
tunities of  testifying  to  them  individually,  by  actions 
as  well  as  by  words,  the  high  regard  he  cherishes  for 
them. 

The  general,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States, 
thanks  the  volunteers  and  the  militia  for  their  dis- 
tinguished services,  and  wishes  them  a happy  return 
to  their  families  and  friends.  ALEX.  MACOMB. 


the  northern  frontter. — On  entering  the  Uni? 
ted  States,  sir  George  Prevost  issued  the  following 
modest  proclamation  : 

By  his  excellency  lieutenant  general  sir  George 
Prevost,  baronet,  captain  general  and  governor  in 
chief  of  his  majesty’s  North  American  Provinces, 
and  coiqmander  of  the  forces. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

The  commander  of  his  Britannic  majesty’s  forces 
which  ha\re  entered  the  State  of  New- York,  makes 
known  to  its  peaceable  and  unoffending  inhabitants, 
that  they  have  no  cause  for  alarm  from  this  invasion 
of  their  country,  for  the  safety  of  themselves  and 
families,  or  for  the  security  of  their  property.  He 
explicitly  assures  them,  that  as  long  as  they  con- 
tinue to  demean  themselves  peaceably,  they  shall  be 
protected  in  the  quiet  possession  of  their  homes  and 
permitted  freely  to  pursue  their  usual  occupations. 

It  is  against  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
by  whom  this  unjust  and  unprovoked  war  has  been 
declared,  and  against  those  who  support  it,  either 
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openly  or  secretly,  that  the  arms  of  his  majesty  are 
directed.  The  quiet  and  unoffending  inhabitants, 
not  found  in  arms  or  othenvays  not  aiding  in  hostil- 
ity, shall  meet  with  kind  usage  and  generous  treat- 
ment; and  all  just  complaints  against  any  of  his  ma- 
jesty’s subjects,  offering  violence  to  them,  to  their 
families,  or  to  their  possessions,  shall  be  immedi- 
ately redressed. 

Those,  therefore,  who  may  have  been  induced  to 
retire  at  the  approach  of  his  majesty’s  troops,  from 
any  mistaken  apprehension  respecting  their  object 
and  their  views,  are  hereby  invited  to  return  to  their 
farms  and  habitations  as  the  best  means  of  securing 
them. 

The  magistrates  and  other  civil  authorities,  who- 
in  the  faithftil  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  re- 
spective stations,  shall  continue  to  exercise  their 
ordinary  jurisdiction,  for  the  punishment  and  ap- 
prehension of  crimes,  and  the  support  of  good  order, 
shall  not  fail  to  receive  countenance  and  protection. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Champlain  town, 
the  2d  day  of  September,  1814. 

GEORGE  PREVOST. 

By  command  o f Ids  excellency , 

F.  L.  Coonje,  major  and  aid-de-camp 

The  following  brief  detail  furnished  for  the  Na- 
tional Advocate , is  veiy  interesting. 

“ On  Tuesday  the  6th  of  September,  the  British 
were  met  in  Batsmantown,  about  6 miles  from  Platts- 
burgh, by  about  700  militia,  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant  colonel  Miller,  and  about  300  regulars, 
under  major  Wool.  The  militia  annoyed  the  enemy 
very  much  from  the  woods  with  their  rifles.  Captain 
Leon  »rd,  of  the  artillery,  met  the  enemy  about  three 
miles  from  the  village  with  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
which  were  masked  by  the  regulars  under  major 
Wool,  and  as  the  enemy  approach -d  he  opened  upon 
them  a smart  fire,  which  killed  lieutenant  colonel 
Wellington,  and  wounded  many  others — the  British 
acknowledge  a loss  on  that  day  of  upwards  of  100 
killed  and  wounded  of  the  left  division,  which  ad- 
vanced by  the  road  through  Batemantown.  The  Bri- 
tish on  their  advance,  treated  the  citizens  with  at- 
tention, and  protected  those  who  were  not  in  arms. 
On  Sum/ay,  the  day  of  the  action  on  the  lake,  they 
were  confident  of  success;  and  as  their  ships  appear- 
ed the  staff  officers  at  the  quarters  of  the  left  divi- 
sion £ave  three  cheers,  and  boasted  of  soon  haying 
the  Yankee  fleet;  and  made  preparations  at  the  same 
time  to  attack  the  fort  by  land — but  alas  ! when  their 
fleet  struck  their  colors,  they  were  so  mortified,  that 
th/y  were  ashamed  to  show  their  faces — but  began 
immediitely  to  prepare  for  their  retreat.  Colonel 
Murray,  the  officer  who  last  year  burnt  the  public 
property  at  Plattsburgh,  was  heard  to  say,  “ This  is 
a pn»ud  day  for  America — 'the  proudest  day  she  ever 
sa*.”  On  their  retreat  they  plundered  the  citizens 
sfole  horses,  oxen,  waggons  and  harness,  and  every 
thing  they  could  find.  A party  of  three  men  and  an 
officer,  with  pistols,  went  into  a house,  and  robbed 
the  man  of  7 dollars  60  cents  and  a silver  watch. 
There  was  on  board  of  the  British  fleet  3000  stand 
of  arms,  with  which  they  calculated  to  arm  such  as 
they  supposed  would  join  them;  so  confident  were 
they  of  suceess.  They  were  all  Lord  Wellington’s 
veterans.  After  the  action  deserters  were  coming 
in,  and  when  our  informant  Jeft there,  about  500  bad 
arrived:  they  slate  that  the  British  were  hanging 
their  deserters  at  Champlain  by  scores,  and  had  sent 
their  Indians  out  to  scour  the  woods — either  to  shoot 
them  or  bring  them  in.” 

The  report  that  4 or  500  Germans  had  deserted 
in  a body,  is  not  true. 

Further . The  number  of  the  enemy  killed  by 
Madomb  $ upt  stated,  but  about  300  wounded  were 


left  on  the  field,  and  some  prisoners  were  made.— 
The  whole  loss  of  the  enemy,  by  land  and  water, 
amounts  to  at  least  2,000  men.  Sir  George  effected 
his  retreat  in  great  confusion,  leaving ««  a number  of 
tents,  several  pieces  of  cannon,  great  quantities  of 
ammunition,  bombs,  cannon  balls,  grape  shot,  fixed- 
cartridges,  shovels,  spades,  axes,  pick  axes,  bread, 
flour,  beef,  &c.  &c.  in  our  possession,  besides  their 
sick  and  wounded  to  our  mercy  !”  In  their  flight 
they  destroyed  the  bridges,  and  obstructed  the 
road  by  trees,  baggage,  &c.  They  were  pursued  as 
far  as  Chazy , but  made  one  of  the  Duke  of  York's. 
“ retrograde  movements”  in  such  full  gallop  that 
the  militia  could  not  catch  many  of  them.  They 
were  completely  panic  struck. 

Thus  has  terminated  one  of  the  most  formidable 
expeditions  ever  fitted  out  in  America.  If  one  dis- 
grace can  be  balanced  by  another,  Hu  fs  surrender 
J of  Detroit  is  blotted  from  the  catalogue,  and  the 
[great  commander  in  chief,  Sir  George  Frevost,  with 
Wellington's  “ invincibles,”  has  carried  the  mark  of 
dishonor  from  that  miserable  old  man. 


Congress  of  the  United  States. 

On  Monday  the  19th,  both  houses  of  congress  met 
at  Washington  city,  according  to  proclamation  of 
the  president,  and  each  formed  a quorum,  Mr.  Gail- 
lard  president  of  the  senate  pro  tem. 

On  Tuesday  the  president’s  message  was  received 
and  read,  &c. 

Wednesday , September  21.  The  following  resolu* 
tions  were  offered  by  Mr.  Fisk,  of  N.  Y. 

1.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  message  of  the 
president  of  the  United  St.  tes  as  relates  to  the  sub} 
ject  of  foreign  affairs,  be  refetreuto  a select  conn- 
mi  ttee. 

2.  Resolved,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  our  mili- 
tary establishment  be  referred  to  a select  committee. 

3.  Resolved,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  our  naval 
establishment  be  referred  to  a select  committee. 

4.  Resolved,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  our  reve- 
nue be  referred  to  a select  committee. 

5.  Resolved,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  class- 
ing and  disciplining  of  the  militia  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

These  resolutions  having  been  severally  concur- 
red in. 

The  committee  of  the  whole  rose  and  reported  the 
resolutions  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Bradley , of  Vt.  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of  the  house, 
assigning  as  a reason  the  distinctness  and  importance 
of  the  two  subjects  now  confided  to  one  committee, 

“ That,  instead  of  the  committee  of  commerce 
and  manufactures,  there  shall  be  appointed  two 
standing  committees,  the  one  to  be  stiled  the  com- 
mittee of  commerce,  and  the  other  the  committee 
of  manufactures,  to  consist  of  seven  members  each.,’* 

1 his  motion  lies  on  tl*£  table  of  course  until  the 
morrow. 

The  house  adjourned. 

SENATE. 

Thursday,  Sept.  22.  Mr.  Giles  offered  for  conside- 
ration the  following  resolution,  which  lies  on  the  ta- 
ble tjjl  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  state  of  the  preparations  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  city  of  Washington,  and  whether  any 
further  provisions  by  law  be  necessary  for  that  ob- 
ject, with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Friday,  Sept.  23.  Mi\  Brent  presented  the  peti- 
tions of  the  Washington  Potomac  BrUge  Company, 
j and  of  the  Eastern  Branch  Bridge  Company,  praying 
remuneration  for  the  losses  sustained  by  them  in  tfit: 
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partial  destruction  of  the  same  by  order  of  the  ofn-  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  further  pro' 
cers  of  the  government  during  the  late  invasion  of  j vision  bv  luv  for  aiding  and  protecting  the  officers 


the  citv.  Referred  to  Messrs.  Brent,  Giles  and  Tait. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Giles  rela- 
tive to  the  defence  of  the  district,  was  taken  up  and 
referred  to  the  committee  of  military  affairs. 

So  much  of  the  message  of  the  president  as  relates 
to  our  naval  affairs,  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Tait, 
Ilowell,  Daggett,  Fromentin  and  Morrow. 

Mr.  Gies  laid  upon  the  table  the  following  resol u- 

il°Jtesolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  be  re- 
quested to  cause  to  be  laid  before  tiie  senate  such 
Information  in  his  possession,  respecting  the  existing 
state  of  the  relations  between  the  United  Slates  and 
the  continental  powers  of  Europe,  as  he  may  deem 
not  improper  to  be  communicated. 

Monday,  Sept.  26.  Mr.  Roberts,  of  Pa.  presented 
sundry  resolutions  of  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants 
of  the  borough  of  Lancaster,  in  the  state  of  Pe  nn- 
sylvania, pledging  themselves  that  suitable  accom 
modations  should  be  provided  for  the  president  and 
both  houses  of  congress,  and  for  otlier  public  offices, 
jn  case  a removal  thereof  should  be  deemed  expedi- 
ent ; and  the  resolutions  were  read. 

nOLSE  or  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Sept.  22.— Many  additional  member 


appeared  and  took  their  seats 

The  following  gentlemen  compose  the  several 
committees,  whose  appointment  was  yesterday  or- 
dered, viz. 

Committee  of  IV ays  and  Means—  Messrs.  F.ppes, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Archer,  Oakly,  Gaston,  Creigh- 
ton, Ingham. 

On  public  expenditures.— Messrs.  Macon,  Findley, 
Champion,  King,  of  North  Carolina,  Kent,  of  New* 
York,  Hawkins,  and  Caldwell. 

On  Commerce  and  Manufactures— Messrs.  Newton, 
Seybert,  Murfree,  Jackson,  of  li.  I.  Baylies,  Gour- 
(}in,  Haggles. 

On  Claims—. Messrs.  Yancey,  Sharp,  Goodwyn, 
Davenport,  Alexander,  Bard,  Boyd,. 

On  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  claims — Messrs. 
Chappell,  Bowen,  Wilson  of  Pa.  Sage, Ely,  Wilcox, 
Conard. 

On  priviliges  and  elections— Messrs.  F sic  of  Vt. 
Goldsborough,  Vose,  Comstock,  Anderson,  Alston, 

lL~On  ' public  lancts — Messrs  M‘Kee,  Humphreys 
Montgomery,  Mosely,  Geddes, 


of  the  customs  in  the  execution  of  their  duty,  and 
for  preventing  intercourse  with  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Ky.  laid  before  the  house  a resolu- 
tion to  cause  an  enquiry  into  the  capture  of  the  city, 
&,c.  which  was  laid  over  until  next  day. 

Friday,  Sept.  23. — Mr.  Johnson’s  resolution  being 
called  up,  was,  after  some  amendments  and  remarks 
adopted  as  follows: 

“ Resolved,  That  a commituee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  causes  of  the  success  of  the  enemy  in 
jus  recent  enterprizes  against  the  Metropolis,  and 
the  neighboring  town  of  Alexandria,  and  into  the 
manner  in  which  the  public  buildings  and  property 
were  destroyed,  and  the  amount  thereof,  and  that 
they  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

After  three  ballotings  the  rev.  Obadiah  Brown 
was  appointed  chaplain.  Adj.  until  Monday. 

Monday,  Sept.  26.  Mr.  Fisk  of  N.  Y.  after  some 
remarks  on  the  necessity  of  having  a safe  and  conve- 
nient place  for  tiie  seat  of  government,  Sec.  offered 
tiie  following  resolution— 

Resolved , That  a committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  tiie  expediency  of  removing  the  seat  of 
government  during  the  present  session  of  congress, 
to  a place  of  greater  security,  and  less  inconveni- 
ence than  the  city  of  Washington;  with  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  question  on  taking  this  resolution  into  consi- / 
deration  was  decided  as  follows,  by  yeas  and  nays? 
For  consideration  ' 79 

Against  it  37 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion,  a considerable  debate  ensued.  The  result  was, 
■that  tiie  resolm  ion 'was  agreed  to  as  follows. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alexander.  Alston,  Anderson,  ArVi,  Averv, 
Baylies  or  Mass.  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Br..wn,Ca!& 
ells  Champion,  Ciark,  Comstock,  Comlict,  Conard,  Cox,  Craw- 


Win,  and  M‘Coy. 
On  p°st  offices  and  post  roads — Messrs.  Rhea  of 
Bayiy,  Franklin,  Hall  and 


Trim.  Lyle,  Brigham 

On  the  district  of  Columbia — Messrs.  Kent,  of  Md. 
Lewis,  Crawford,  Pearson,  Brudjey,  White  and 
Denovelles. 

On  the  judiciary— Messrs.  Ingersoll,  Plea  .ants,  Tel- 
fair, St  urges.  Cooper,  Fisk  ot  At.  and  Evans. 

On  revisal  and  unfinished  business — Messrs.  Stan- 
ford, Wheaton  and  Bradbury. 

On  accounts — Messrs.  Kershaw,  Barnett,  J.  Reed. 

On  so  much  of  the  president’ s message  as  relates  to 
our  foreign  relations—  Messrs.  Forsyth,  Clark,  Inger- 
soll, Gholson,  Grosvenor,  Pearson  and  M'Le.m. 

On  so  much  us  relates  to  our  military  establishment 

Messrs.  Troup,  Johnson,  of  Ky.  Sevier,  Stuart, 

Lovett,  Tannehili,  Barbour. 

On  so  much  as  relutes  to  our  naval  establishment — 
Messrs.  Pleasants,  Bur  well,  Seybert,  King,  of  Mass. 
Qrmsby,  Post  and  Ward. 

On  so  much  as  relates  to  the  classing  of  militia — 
Messrs.  Jackson  of  Va.  Cnthbert,  Desha,  Hanson, 
Mosely,  Piper  and  Hubbard. 

O n motion  of  Mr.  Fisk  of  Vt.  it  was  resolved, 
that  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed  to 


ford,  Creighton,  Croud),  Dana,  Davenport,'  Davis  of  Prim.  De- 
uoydLs,  Desha,  Duvall,  Ely.  Findley,  Fisk  of  N.  Y.  Geddes, 
Gourdin,  Gnsvenor,  Harris,  Hurltvrt,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Ky.  Kent  of  N.  Y.Kingo!  M >ss.  L-  If-Tis,  Lovett,  Lyle, 
M’L  an.  Miller,  Moffitt,  Most  ley,  Murfree,  Mark.i  l,  Oakley,  Pi- 
per. Post,  John  Reed,  Rea,  of  Pern  ,.  Rich,  Ruggl.  s Styh.  i t,  Sharp 
Sherwood,  Skinner,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Tannehili,  Udree, 
Vos  , Ward  of  Mass.  Ward  of  NT.  J.  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Winter— 72. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bar nur  Bayiy  of  Vi rg.  Bowen,  Bum  II,  Chap- 
pell. Culpepper,  Cuthbert.  Earle,  Epjn  s,  Farrow,  Fisk  it'  Vt.  For- 
ney, Forsythe,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Gholson}  Goodwyn.  GnBn,  Hall, 
Hanson,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Humphreys,  Jackson  of  Virg.  Kent  of 
Md.  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  N.  C.  Lewis,  Lowndes,  Macon,  M'Coy  , 
M'Kim,  Montgoini  ry , Ncwtoh,  Pi  arson,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rhea' 
ot'  Ten.  lioa  • , Sag--,  S-  vi  -r,  Smith  of  Virg.  Strong,  Stuart,  Tel- 
fair, Troup,  White,  Wilson  of  Penn.  Wright,  Yancey— 51. 

A committee  was  accordingly  ordered  to  be  ap- 
pointed. \ 

Tiie  house  adjourned  a little  after  3 o’clock. 
Wednesday , Sept.  28. — M r.  Fisk,  of  Vi.  afiet,  a few 
remarks,  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lynds' 
be  instructed  to  enquire  inro  the  expediency  oT 
giving  to  each  deserter  from  the  British  army  during 
tiie  present  war,  one  hundred  acres  of  the  public 
lands,  such  deserter  actually  settling  the  same;  and 
that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
oiheiwi.se. 

Tiie  question  on  consideration  was  decided  by- 
yeas  and  nays — yeas  82,  nays  45.  It  was  afterwards, 
amended  so  as  to  refer  it  to  the  military  committee. 
On  the  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  resolution  an  interesting  debate  occurred. 
Messrs.  Oakley  and  Grosvenor  of  N.  Y.  opposing, 
and  Messrs.  Fisk  of  Vt.  and  Sharp  of  Ky.  supporting 
the  resolution.  The  former  gentlemen  considered  it 
an  unusual  and  dangerous  precedent;  but  the  latter 
gentlemen  supported  it  in  practice  and  referred  to 
Wellington’s  conduct  in  Spain,  in  offering  twelve 
crowns  io  deserters  from  tiie  French,  It  was 
passed  80  to  5q. 
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Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Ky.  with  some  observations  to 
the  point,  offered,  the  following: 

“Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States 
States  in  congress  assembled,  be  presented  to  gene- 
rals Brown,  Scott  and  Gaines,  autl  their  companions 
in  fame. 

Resolved,  That  general  Brown  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  the  other  officers  and  soldiers  un- 
der his  command  the  thanks  of  tlie  United  States  in 
congress,  and  the  high  sense  of  gratitude  entertained 
for  victories  so  splendid  achieved  in  contests  so 
unequal. 

Laid  over  until  Monday  next. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Anxr.  Cochrask’s  last  letter. — A message  was 
received  from  the  president  of  the  United  States  by 
both  houses  of  congress  Sept.  26,  transmitting  the 
letter  of  adm.  Cochrane  and  Mr.  Monroe’s  reply, 
which  we  have  ah’eady  published,  (see  Register! 
page  \7)  and  also  the  following  letter,  concluding 
the  correspondence,  which  has  not  before  been  pub- 
lished. These  papers  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Vice-admiral  Cochrane  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

His  E.  M.  shij>  Tonnant,  in  the  Chesapeake,  Sept.  19,1814. 

Sin — I had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
6th  inst.  this  morning,  in  reply  to  the  one  which  I 
addressed  to  you  from  the  Patuxent. 

As  I have  no  authority  from  my  government  to  en- 
ter upon  any  kind  of  discussion  relative  to  the  points 
contained  in  your  letter,  I have  only  to  regret  that 
there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  hope  that  I shall  be 
authorised  to  recal  my  general  order ; which  has 
been  further  sanctioned  by  a subsequent  request 
from  lieutenant-general  sir  George  Prevost. 

A copy  of  your  letter  will  this  day  be  forwarded 
by  me  to  England,  and  until  I receive  instructions 
from  my  government  the  measures  which  I have 
adopted  must  be  persisted  in  ; unless  remuneration 
be  made  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Canadas  for  the 
injuries  they  have  sustained  from  the  outrages  com- 
mitted by  tile  troops  of  the  United  States. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  S;c. 

ALEX.  COCHRANE, 
Vice-adm.  and  commander  in  chief  \ &c.  &c. 
Ron.  .Tames  Monroe , secretary  of  state. 

from:  the  south.  A letter  received  at  Philadel- 
phia from  New  Orleans,  dated  August  22,  says — An 
express  has  just  arrived  to  capt.  Patterson,  inform- 
ing that  the  British  had  arrived  at  and  taken  posses- 
sion of  Mobile.  It  has  excited  great  alarm  here. 

And  the  JYational  Intelligencer , of  Saturday  last, 
observes — We  learn  that  information  reached  Nash- 
ville, by  express,  on  the  9th  inst.  that  the  enemy  had 
landed  a body  of  troops,  said  to  consist  of  6000  men, 
at  Pensacola  in  East  Florida.  The  troops  under  the 
command  of  gen.  Jackson  were  expected  to  march 
in  that  direction. 

from  NASHVILLE  WHTG,  EXTRA,  September  9. 

An  express  arrived  here  this  morning  from  gene- 
ral Jackson,  with  the  following  important  informa- 
tion. 

He  ad- quarters,  7th  military  district,  Mobile,  August 
27,  IS  14. 

sir — By  an  express  sent  from  Pensacola  as  well  as 
from  Antonio  Callina,  a citizen  of  that  place  who  left 
there  yesterday  at  12  o’clock,  bringing  with  him  the 
pass  of  colonel  Nicholas,  the  British  officer  com- 
manding there,  for  his  protection,  I have  received 
information,  which  may  be  implicitly  relied  on,  that 
three  British  vessels,  the  Hermes,  Orpheus  and  Car- 
Van,  arrived  at  Pensacola  on  the  2-Jl.h  inst.  and  on 


yesterday  disembarked  an  immense  quantity  of  arms, 
ammunition,  munitions  of  war,  and  provisions — and 
marched  into  the  Spanish  fort  between  two  and  three 
hundred  troops.  That  thirteen  sail  of  the  line  with 
a large  number  of  transports  are  daily  expected  aj 
that  place,  with  ten  thousand  troops. 

The  Havanna  papers  received  there  state,  that 
fourteen  sail  of  the  line  had  arrived  at  Bermuda.  It 
is  currently  reported  in  Pensacola,  that  the  emperor 
of  Russia  has  offered  his  Britannic  majesty  50,0C0of 
his  best  troops  for  the  conquest  of  Louisiana,  and  th;w 
this  territory  will  fall  a prey  to  the  enemy  before  the 
expiration  of  one  month.  Sir  J.  Faubridgeand  cap 
I tain  Pigot,  are  the  naral  commanders.  Spain  is  said 
i by  a secret  treaty  to  have  ceded  Pensacoia  to  Great 
Britain. 

You  will  immediately  perceive  the  necessity  of 
being  on  the  alert,  and  taking  time  by  the  forelock, 

I have,  therefore  to  request  that  you,  without  delrv, 
cause  to  be  organized,  equipped  and  brought  into  the 
field,  the  whole  of  the  quota  of  the  militia  of  your 
t state,  agreeable  to  the  requisition  of  the  War  de 
payment  of  the  4th  of  July  last. 

Colonel  Robert  Butler,  my  adjutant-general,  is  now 
in  your  state,  and  has  been  instructed  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  transporting  provision- 
J ing  and  bringing  to  head-quarters  these  troops,  as 
well  as  to  prescribe  their  route.  You  will  have  them 
furnished  with  all  the  arms  within  your  reach, 
j Those  who  cannot  be  furnished  by  you,  will  re- 
ceive them  here;  but  reliance  must  not  be  had  on 
that  if  to  be  avoided, 

I am,  respectfully, 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
//is  excellency  Willie  Blount , governor  of  Tennessee. 

The  Niagara  Frontier.  Scraps. — Several  thou- 
sand (say  three  to  five)  militia  had  crossed  or  were 
about  to  cross  at  Buffalo  [volunteers]  to  assist  ge- 
nerol  Broxon  in  some  great  enterpnze.  Some  of 
[them  went  over  as  early  as  the  11th  September, 
j Desertions  are  frequent  from  the  enemy’s  camp — 
j Drummond  appears  in  a “bad  way.”  Some  troops 
have  lately  reinforced  our  army  from  Erie,  Penn.,  in 
the  United  States’  brig  A'iagara , 8tc.  and  more  were 
expected.  Lieut  col.  fVilcocks , of  the  Canadian  vo- 
lunteers, was  killed  in  one  of  the  late  skirmishes 
near  fort  Erie , which  happened  almost  every  day, 

I until  Brown's  gallant  attack  on  the  enemy’s  works. 
Ina  skirmish  on  the  14th,  the  British  lost  thirty 
men,  we  none;  and  under  cover  of  the  enemy’s  fire 
twenty  more  deserted — during  that  week  sixty  de- 
serters had  come  in.  The  enemy  appears  greatly  dis- 
heartened by  the  difficulties  that  encompass  him. 

General  Izard  was  embarking  at  Sackett’s-ha*bor, 
on  the  18th,  supposed  for  the  head  of  the  lake.  Great 
gusts  of  wind  had  retarded  the  expedition  for  some 
few  days.  Chauncey  had  left  the  blockade  of  Kings- 
ton to  aid  this  purpose.  It  is  expected  the  whole 
may  have  sailed  on  the  20th.  Our  brigs  had  also  ar- 
rived from  the  head  of  the  lake,  in  consequence  of 
the  gale.  They  suffered  no  loss,  except  that  the  Jef- 
ferson, captain  llidgelcy,  was  compelled  to  throw  a 
few  guns  overboard.  The  enemy’s  new  ship  at  Kings- 
ton is  launched,  and  had  her  masts  in,  but  cannot  be 
ready  for  some  considerable  time.  Chauncey  had 
been  in  Kingston  harbor,  and  greatly  alarmed  sir 
James.  \Yc  may  daily  expect  important  tidings. 

BROWN’S  THIRD  EXPLOIT! 

Extract  of  a letter  from  general  Broxvn  to  general 
Caines,  dated 

“ Head-quarters,  Fort  Erie,  Sept.  18th,  1814. 

“My  dear  general — Toe  sortie  which  had  been 
meditated  was  ordered  yesterday.  It  succeeded. 
We  carried  the  enemy’s  batteries;  destroyed  his  bat- 
tering cannon;  and  blew  up  a strong  new  work. 
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which  he  had  erected,  with  a view  of  demolishing  incline  to  believe  that  the  British  will  not  yet  af- 
fort  Erie.  He  resisted  manfully,  but  was  promptly  tend  the  conference  proposed  by  themselves!  They 
overpowered.  We  have  about  four  hundred  prison-  are  crazv  with  their  successes  in  Extrope j and  must 
ers.  The  enemy’s  lo$s  cannot  be  less  than  eight  j let  blood  to  reduce  the  fever  of  their  ambition.— - 


er 

hundred  men 

Again,  we  have  to  lament  the  loss  of  many  gallant 
officers.  Our  loss  is  not  very  numerous,  and  our 
strength  is  but  little  impaired.  General  Ripley  is 
badly  wounded.  Colonel  Gibson  and  colonel  Wood 
are  killed;  colonel  Aspinwull  has  lost  an  arm. 

Another  letter  states  the  capture  of  a number  of 
British  officers,  and  that  30  deserters  from  the  ene- 
my came  in  on  the  night  of  the  17th  inst. 

Copy  of  a letter  prom  mayor  general  Brown  to  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  dated 
Head-quarters,  Fort  Erie,  September  18th,  1814. 

sin — I have  the  satisfaction  to  announce  to  you  a 
brilliant  achievment  yesterday,  effected  by  the  forces 
under  iny  command.  A sortie  was  made  upon  the 
enemy  batteries.  These  were  carried — we  blew  up 
his  principal  work,  destroying  his  battering  pieces, 
and  captured  400  prisoners.  The  enemy  resisted 
our  assault  with  firmness,  but  suffered  greatly.  His  \ 
total  loss  cannot  be  less  than  800  men. 

In  such  a business  we  could  not  but  expect  to  lose 
many  valuable  lives;  they  were  offered  up  a voluntary 
sacrifice  to  the  safety  and  honor  of  this  army  and  the 
nation. 

I will  forward  to  you  the  particulars  of  this  splen- 
did affair,  with  a return  of  the  killed  and  wounded, 
in  the  course  of  a few  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  humble  servant, 

JACOB  BROWN. 

Honorable  secretary  of  war. 

FURTHER  PARTICULARS. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  J K.  Varnum,  juny.  esq.  to  his 
friend  in  Washington  city , dated 

.Buffalo,  September  19, 1814. 

dear  sir — We  have  had  another  battle  on  this  fron- 
tier. The  greater  part  of  our  forces  sallied  out  from 
their  works,  at  fort  Erie,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  17th 
inst.  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  enemy’s  bat- 
teries, that  were  nearly  ready  to  open  a deadly  fire 
upon  our  works  and  army.  Two  out  of  three  of  the 
most  important  batteries  were  carried,  after  a severe 
conflict  of  more  than  two  hours.  The  guns  and  car- 
riages were  destroyed,  besides  a large  quantity  of 
ammunition — near  four  hundred  prisoners  were 
taken;  and  among  them  twelve  officers. 

The  enemy’s  total  loss  must  have  exceeded  eight 
hundred  men — while  ours  was  comparatively  small, 
except  in  officers.  We  have  to  lament  the  loss  of 
several  valuable  officers.  Colonel  Gibson,  lieutenant 
colonel  Wood,  captain  Hale  and  captain  Armistead 
of  the  regular  army,  killed.  General  Ripley,  eolonel 
Aspinwall,  major  Trimble,  and  several  other  officers 
wounded.  General  Davis  of  the  militia  killed,  gene- 
ral Porter  and  several  other  officers  wounded.  The 
enemy’s  loss  will  probably  induce  him  to  raise  the 
seige.  Six  pieces  of  battering  artillery  were  des- 
troyed; among  them  was  a sixty  eight  pound  carro- 
nade.  The  sortie  was  very  brilliant,  and  succeeded 
much  better  than  could  have  been  anticipated. 

I am  yours,  &c.  J.  B.  VARNUM. 

A.  Bradley , Jun.  esq. 

P.  S.  I was  over  at  the  fort  during  the  action,  and 
was  not  able  to  come  over  to  this  place  until  late  last 
evening,  owing  to  the  roughness  of  the  lake.  The 
prisoners  have  not  yet  come  over.  Major  Villette, 
who  was  formerly  a prisoner,  and  a major  De  Winter, 
are  among  them. 

Colonel  Fisher,  a lieutenant  colonel,  and  a major 
of  the  British  army,  are  all  ascertained  to  have  been 
killed.  J.B.  V. 

Negociation.  We  have  nothing  certain  from  Ext- 
rope  as  to  what  is  doing  towards  negociation.  We 


In  the  mean  time,  let  us  prepare  for  every  thing  that 
the  great  power  of  an  unprincipled  enemy  can  do. 

Treasurt  Report.  We  exceedingly  regret  the 
necessity  that  forbids  the  insertion  of  Mr.  Secretary 
CampbelVs  report.  But  it  must  lay  over  for  our 
next.  He  states  a deficit  of  11  millions,  and  pro- 
poses new  sources  of  revenue.  It  is  interesting,  and 
very  important.  “With  a great  price  purchased  I 
this  freedom,”  (of  Rome')  saw?  the  captain  t®  Paxd— 
with  a great  price  did  we  purchase  independence; 
and  wit'n  a great  price  must  it  bepreserv  d. 

The  Fox  of  Portsmouth,  has  captured,  and  sent 
into  Salem,  the  transport  ship  Stranger , from  Eng- 
land for  Quebec,  laden  with  66  pieces  of  cannon  (44 
32’s,  and  22  24’s)  300  boxes  ammunition,  and  a great 
quantity  of  blankets,  8tc.  intended  to  supply  the  ene- 
my’s fleet  on  Ontario.  If  the  guns  are  for  the  large 
ship,  as  is  expected,  it  may  delay  her  sailing  this 
season.  We  are  happy,  very  happy,  in  an  acquaint- 
ance with  this  very  valuable  Stranger. 

The  Stranger  was  separated  from  her  convoy 
in  a storm.  In  the  fleet  were  four  ordnance  ships, 
and  two  of  them  foundered — one  is  our’s. 

THE  ENEMY  IN  THE  CHESAPEAKE. 

Since  his  repulse  at  Baltimore  the  enemy  has  inac- 
tively laid  about  the  Patuxent,  without  doing  any 
thing  to  give  us  an  idea  of  his  intentions.  Front 
Norfolk,  of  the  date  of  the  23d  inst.  we  have  the 
following: — “Last  evening,  at  5 o’clock,  of  the  ene- 
my’s ships  there  went  to  sea,  one  74,  one  frigate 
and  two  brigs;  one  74  went  out  in  the  morning — re- 
main in  Lynhaven  this  morning,  a razee  and  two 
tenders.” 

(£j*  We  learn  from  Head-Quarters  “That  the  two 
last  ships  of  the  enemy  left  the  Patuxent  on  Thurs- 
day last  and  stood  down  the  bay.” 


(Cj>We  were  able  only  a little  to  anticipate  the  re- 
gular time  of  publication — musterings  and  guard 'du« 
ties  taking  off  our  hands.  We  aim  to  publish  another 
number  next  Wednesday.  A very  formidable  quan- 
tity of  important  matter,  of  almost  every  description, 
lies  over.  At  this  time  we  had  rather  publish  supple- 
ments than  be  in  arrears,  but  cannot.  Among  the 
articles  postponed,  some  that  relate  to  Balt  more 
have  much  local  and  general  interest.  We  have  also 
a great  prize  list  for  the  month. 

CHRONICLE. 

As  in  every  other  department,  we  have  a great 
body  of  matter  belonging  to  this,  lying  over.  The 
strangest  feature  in  our  European  intelligence  is  the 
elopement  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales  (heir 
apparent  to  the  British  throne)  with  a young  noble- 
man, the  earl  of  Arran,  to  France,  where  they  have 
been  married.  If  this  be  true,  and  we  hope  it  is,  it 
will  produce  a precious  uproar  in  England.  The 
principle,  “ that  the  king  can  do  no  wrong, ” we  be- 
lieve, applies  to  this  wonton  girl,  as  the  heir  ap- 
parent! “ Legitimate  sovereigns  ///” — What  stuff  is 
royalty  ! — How  debased  the  Guelphs  ! — Such  a fam- 
ily is  not  to  be  found  on  the  face  of  the  earth  for 
stupidity  and  vice. 

George  Washington  Campbell,  in  consequence 
of  long  and  increasing  indisposition,  produced  by  a 
severe  and  incessant  devotion  to  official  duties,  has 
resigned  the  office  of  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

James  Monroe,  late  secretary  of  state,  is  appoin- 
ted by  the  President,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate,  secretary  for  the  department  of  war. 
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To  relieve  ourselves  of  articles  in  type,  and  to 
enable  us  also  to  bring  up  “ lee  way,”  cer- 
tain articles  are  published  in  this  paper 
which,  under  othercircumstances.vve  would 
have  longer  postponed.  This  number  is  de- 
signed to  supply  the  place  of  one  of  those 
omitted  at  the  proper  time — the  next  may 
be  published  on  Saturday  ensuing,  but 
shall  as  soon  as  possible. 


Destruction  of  the  Navy  Yard. 

COMMODORE  TJX  GEY’S  REPORT 
Extracts  of  a letter  from  commodore  Tingey  to  the  se 
cretaru  of  the.  navy,  dated 

Navy-yard,  Washington,  27th  August  18;  4. 

stu — After  receiving  your  orders  of  the  24fl»,  di- 
recting the  public  shipping,  stores,  8tc  at  tins  esta- 
blishment, to  be  destroyed  in  Case  of  the  success  t*f 
the  enemy  over  our  army;  no  time  was  lost  in  making 
the  necessary  arrangements  for  firing  the  whole,  /.nd 
prepnring  boats  for  departing  from  the  yard,  as  you 
had  suggested. 

About  4 P.  M.  I received  a message  by  an  officer 
from  the  secretary  of  war,  with  information,  that  he 
"could  protect  me  no  longer.”  Soon  aft/r  this,  I 
was  informed  that  the  conflagration  of  tire  Eastern 
branch  bridge  had  commenced — and,  in.  a few  mi- 
nutes, the  explosion  announced  the  blowing  up  of 
that  part, near  Lite  “draw,”  as  had  bet*i  arranged  in 
the  morning. 

Ti»e  intended  fate  of  the  yard  had  before  been  pub- 
licly announced  to  the  neighbours,  in  order  that  they 
might  take  every  possible  precaution  for  the  safety 
of  themselves,  families  and  property. 

Immediately  several  individuals  came  in  succes- 
sion, endeavoring  to  prevail  on  me  to  deviate  from 
mv  instructions — which  they  were  invariably  inform- 
ed was  unavailing,  unless  thc$-  could  bring  me  your 
instructions  in  writing,  countermanding  those  previ- 
ously given. 

A deputation  also  of  the.  most  respectable  women 
came  on  the  same  errand-- when  I found  myself  pain- 
fully necessitated  to  inform  them,  that  any  farther 
importunities  would  cause  the  matches  to  be  instant- 
ly applied  to  the  trains-*-with  assurance  however  that, 
if  left  at  peace,  I would  delay  the  execution  of  the 
orders  so  long  as  l could  feel  the  least  shadow  of 
justification.  Captai/i  Creighton’s  arrival  at  the  yard, 
with  the  men  who  hud  been  with  him  at  the  bridge 
(probably  about  5 o’clock)  would  have  justified  me 
in  instant  operation — but  he  also  was  strenuous  in  the 
desire  to  obviate  the  intended  destruction;  and  volun- 
teered to  ride  out,  and  gain  me  positive  information 
.as  to  the  position  of  the  enemy,  under  the  hope  that 
our  army  might  have  rallied  and  repulsed  them.  J 
was  myself  indeed  desirous  of  delay,  for  the  reason 
that  the  wind  was  then  blowing  fresh  from  the  S.  S. 
\v.  which  Would  most  probible  have  caused  the  des- 
truction off  all  the  private  property  north  and  east  of 
the  yard,  in  its  neighbourhood,  being  of  opinion  also, 
that  the  close  of  the  evening  would  bring  with  it  a 
calm,  in  which  happily  we  were  not  disappointed. 
Other  gentlemen,  well  mounted,  volunteered,  as  cap- 
tain Creighton  had  done,  to  go  ©at  and  bring  me  pos**! 
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i ive  intelligence  of  the  enemy’s  situation,  if  possible 
to  obtain  it. 

Tiie  evening  came,  and  I waited  with  much  anxiety 
the  return  of  captain  Creighton  having  almost  con- 
tinual information,  that  the  enemy  were  in  the  neigh- 
oourhootlof  the  m -fine  barracks — at  the  Capitol-hill 
— ind  iluit  their  “ advance”  was  near  Georgetown;  I 
therefore  determined  to  wait  only  until  half  past  8 
o’clock,  to  commence  the  execution  of  my  orders  be- 
coming apprehensive  that  captain  Creighton  had, 
from  bis  long  stay,  fallen  11119  the  hands  of  the  enemy,. 
During  this  delay,  1 ordered  a few  marines  and  other 
persons  who  were  then  near  me,  to  go  oifin  one  of  the 
sma/1  gallies,  which  was  done,  and  tiiat  boat  is  saved. 
Cotimei  Wharton  had  been  furnished  with  a light 
boat,  with  which  he  left  the  yard,  probably  between 
7 #»nd  8 o’c4  cfk. 

At  twenty  minutes  past  eight,  captain  Creighton 
returned;  lie  w*>s  still  extremely  averse  to  the  de* 
struction  of  the  property,  but  having  informed  him 
that  your  orders  to  me  wyre  imperative,  the  proper 
disposition  of  the  boats  being  made,  the  matches 
were  applied,  and  in  a few  moments  the  whole  was 
in  h state  of  irretrievable  conflagration. 

When  about  leaving  the  wharf,  I observed  the  fire 
had  also  commenced  at  the  works  at  Greenleaf’s 
Rotni,  and  in  the  way  out  of  the  Branch  we  observed 
the  Capitol  on  lire. 

It  had  been  in_*  intention,  not  to  leave  the  vicinity 
of  the  yard  with  my  boat,  during  the  night,  but  ha- 
ving capL  Creighton  and  other  gentlemen  with  me, 
she  was  too  much  incumbered  and  over-laden,  to  ren- 
der that  determination  proper.  We  therefore  pro- 
ceeded to  Alexandria,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  I rest- 
ed till  the  morning  or  the  25th,  when  we  left  Alex- 
andria at  half-past  7 o’clock,  and  proceeded  again  up 
to  the  yard,  where  I landed  unmolested  about  a 
quarter  before  nine. 

I'he  schooner  Lvnx  had  laid  alongside  the  burning 
wharf,  still  unhurt — hoping  therefore  to  save  her, 
we  hauled  her  to  the  quarter  of  the  hulk  of  the  New 
York  which  had  also  escaped  the  ravages  ef  the 
flames. 

The  detail  issuing  store  of  the  navy  store  keeper, 
had  remained  safe  from  the  lire  during  the  night, 
which  the  enemy  (being  in  force  in  the  yard)  about 
eight  o’clock  set.  fire  to,  and  it  was  speedily  consu- 
med. It  appeared  that  they  had  left  the  yard  about 
half  an  hour  when  we  arrived. 

From  the  number  and  movements  of  the  enemy, 
it  would  have  appeared  rash  temerity,  to  have  at- 
tempted returning  again  that  day,  though  my  incli- 
nation strongly  urged  it;  therefore,  reconnoitenng 
their  motions,  as  well  as  could  be  effected  at  a con- 
venient distance  in  the  gig,  until  evening,  I again 
proceeded  to  Alexandria  for  the  night. 

Yesterday  morning  the  26tb,  it  was  impossible  to 
form  (from  the  various  and  contradictory  reports  at 
Alexandria)  any  sort  of  probable  conjecture,  either 
of  the  proceedings  and  situation  of  our  army,  or 
that  of  me  enemy. ' Determining,  therefore,  to  have 
a positive  knowledge  of  some  part  thereof,  from  oc» 
cular  demonstration,  I again  embarked  in  the  gig, 
proceeding  with  due  caution  to  the  yard,  where  I 
learned  with  chagrin,  devastation  and  pillage  had 
commenced;  and  found  also  to  my  surprise  that  the 
old  gun-boat,  which  had  been  loaded  with  proY$ 
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s:ons  and  had  grounded  in  endeavoring  co  get 
out  of  the  Branch,  on  the  evening  ©f  the  24th 
tv  as  nearly  discharged  of  her  cargo,  by  a number  of 
our  people,  without  connexion  with  each  other. 

II.  yl'ng  landed  in  the  yard,  I soon  ascertained  that 
the’ enemy  had  left  the  city,  excepting  only  a ser- 
•geimPs  guard,  for  the  security  of  the  sick  and  wound* 
eu.  Finding  it  impracticable  to  stop  the  scene  ef 
plunder  that  had  commenced,  I determined  instantly 
on- repossessing  the  yard  with  all  the  force  at  my  com 
m :nd;  repairing  therefore  immediately  to  Alexan- 
dria, lieutenant  Hamden,  the  ordinary  men  and  the 
few  marines  there  were  ordered  directly*- tip,  follow- 
ing myself,  and  got  full  possession  again  nt  evening. 

I am  now  collecting  the  scattered  purloined  pro- 
visions, ready  £>r  your  orders  presuming  they  will 
ho  w become  very  scarce  indeed; — tl>e  quantity  saved 
you  shall  be  informed*of  when  knofvn  to  mi^. 

Thu  Lynx  is  safe,  except  her  foremast  be&ig  car- 
ried away  in  the  storm  of  the  25th,  about  4 P.  M. 
We  have  also  another  of  the  gun-boats  with  about 
luO  barrels  of  powder;  and  one  of  the  large  yard- 
cut  iers,  nearly  full  with  the  filled  cylinders,  foe- our 
different 'guns  previously  mounted.  The  powder  of 
those  however  is  probably  much  wetted  by  the  stovm. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  T.  TIN GEY. 

Honorable  William  Jones , secretary  of  the  navy. 


Enemy  in  the  Chesapeake. 

In  the  greater  events  which  have  latterly  transpired, 
and  the  more  extensive  desolations  that  have  hap- 
pened since  the  following  articles  were  in  type,  a 
considerable  part  of  their  present  interest  is  lost, 
yet  the  contain  many  facts  that  ought  to  be  known 
and  preserved. 

On  the  Patuxent. — The  following  articles  ar^ 
copied  from  the  Federal  Repub  ican  of  the  26th  and 
27th  Aug.  They  present  a tolerably  distinct  account 
of  the  late  proceedings  of  the  enemy  in  the  Patux- 
ent. We  have  omitted  only  some  political  remarks: 
“On  Saturday  admiral  Cockburn,  with  1200  ma- 
rines, and  about  40  sailors,  landed  on  the  farm  of 
John  Kilgour,  esq.  at  the  mouth  of  St.  Clement’s  bay. 
Mr.  Kilgour  had  repaired  to  camp,  leaving  a young 
infant  with  his  sisters,  (Mrs.  Kilgour  is  lately  dead.) 
Anxious  about  the  fate  of  his  sisters  and  children,  he 
obtained  a furlough  and  hurried  home.  In  a few 
minutes  after  his  arrival,  the  enemy  debarked  at  his 
Ending,  treated  him  with  respect,  declaring  that 
they  must  have  stock.  They  took  from  him  20  head 
of  entile,  21  sheep,  much  poultry,  and  some  vegeta- 
bles. During  their  stay,  admiral  Cockburn  remarked 
that  he  should  respect  private  buildings,  unless  fired 
on  by  tbe  militia  from  them;  that  he  should  take  no 
citizen  unless  found  in  arms;  that  reinforcements 
had  arrived  that  morning;  uvithat  he  should  imme- 
diately pay  Washington  a visit.  He  left  in  the  room 
occupied  by  the  officers,  $305  in  silver.  Mr.  Kilgour 
immediately  informed  general  Stuart  of  these  occur- 
rences. Mr.  Kdgour  asked  permission  to  count  the 
marines.  It  whs  granted  him.” 

“On  last  Wednesday  week  a detachment  from  the 
enemy’s  shipping  in  the  Patuxent,  in  pursuit  of 
stock,  landed  at  Mr.  Benedict  Heard’s  in  St.  Mary’s. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Ashton  immediately  detached  in 
pursuit  of  them  captain  Blackstone’s  rule  corps  and 
captain  Brown’s  company  of  infantry.  The  enemy 
discovered  them  and  retreated  with  great  precipita- 
tion to  their  barges.  On  the  next  day  they  burnt 
every  house  on  the  land,  all  of  which  "had  been  re- 
• cently  repaired— Iris  loss  is  estimated  at  upwards  of 
.#>ar  thousand  dffifcnsii.  On  Saturday  the  Severn,  a 


new  ship,  built  last  year  of  fir,  carrying  56  guns^ 
commanded  by  captain  Nourse,  the  Bruin,  a troop 
ship,  with  350  marines,  carrying  16  guns,  a bomb- 
siiip,  carrying  10  guns,  with  four  small  captured 
sloops,  ascending  the  Patuxent  as  high  as  Sheudan’s 
Point,  abo*t  eight  miles  below  Benedict.  On  Sun- 
day they  ascended  as  high  as  God’s  Grace,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  late  George  Mackall,  when  they  de- 
barked nearly  500  men,  and  demanded  about  20 
liogsheads  of  tobacco,  belonging  to  Mr.  Billingsly, 
tiie  late  tenant,  and  which  they 'carried  off,  except 
thro;  hogsheads,  which  they  gave  to  an  overseer  or 
tenant  of  doctbr  Bell’s.  From  thence  they  marched 
about  350  marines  to  Huntington,  nearly  seven  miles, 
where  they  burnt  the  warehouse.  Upon  their  return, 
some  of  their  men  wfere  so  much  exhausted  as  to 
render  it  necessary  for  them  to  be  moved  in  ox  carts. 

“On  Tuesday  they  landed  a very  considerable 
force  and  marched  to  Calvert  Court  House,  which, 
with  the  gaol,  they  destroyed.  On  Monday  the  ship- 
ping (except  the  "detachiPent  in  the  Patuxent)  dis- 
appeared from  the  mouth  of  the  Patuxent,  and  a' 
heavy  force  appeared  off  Britton’s  Bay  on  Monday 
night.  On  Tuesday  morning  they  landed,  near  New- 
town, a heavy  force,  which  marched  to  the  right  of 
Leonardtown,  another  to  the  left,  and  a third,  com- 
manded by  admiral  Cockburn,  landed  at  the  ware- 
house, and  took  possession  of  Leonardtown.  The  two 
flank  parties,  it  is  stated,  reached  the  rear  of  the 
town  a few  minutes  after  the  barges  reached  the 
landing.  Their  whole  force  in  this  expedition  was. 
estimated  at  about  1500  men.  During  their  stay  iiv 
the  village,  which  was  till  about  2 o’clock,  they 
behaved  with  great  politeness  to  the  ladies,  respect- 
ed private  property  wherever  the  proprietors  re- 
mained at  home,  destroyed  about  100  bbls.  of  sup- 
plies belonging  to  colonel  Carberry’s.  regiment,  the 
whole  of  Air.  Haistip’s  store,  and  the  furniture,  cloth  - 
ing  and  bedding  of  captains  Forrest  and  Millard, 
all  of  whom  had  left  town.  They  got  possession  of 
some  muskets  belonging  to  the  state,  which  they 
broke  to  pieces,  saying  they  were  only  fit  to  stick 
frogs  with.  Mi's.  Thomson  and  Miss  Eliza  Key  were 
very  instrumental  in  saving  the  court-house,  stating, 
that  it  was  sometimes  a place  for  divine  worship! 
On  Thursday  a detachment  of  about  500,  exclusive 
of  sailors," 'landed  from  the  Patuxent  shipping  near 
Trent  Hall.  The  sailors  were  armed  with  boarding 
pikes  and  cutlasses  (for  the  cavalry.)  They  ascended 
into  the  country  in  quest  of  a quantity  of  tobacco, 
and  other  property  belonging  to  Mr.  W.  Kilgour, 
which  he  had  removed  about  three  miles  to  a Mr. 
Alvey’s,  as  a place  of  safety.  The  property  was  in  a 
barn  and  covered  with  Alvey’s  wheat,  this  they  de- 
liberately removed  tor  some  time;  they  at  length 
become  tired  and  rolled  cut  four  hogsheads  of  to- 
bacco, which  they  gave  Alvey  as  an  equivalent  for 
the  remaining  wheat  and  a saddle  they  took  from 
him — the  barn  was  then  burnt  with  all  the  tobacco. 
They  then  under  the  direction  of  a negro  of  Mr. 
Kilgour’s,  who  had  gene  to  them,  patiently  selected 
the  bacon  and  other  tilings  belonging  to  him,  and 
denied  to  Mrs.  Kilgour,  who  was  there,  even  a small 
portion  of  necessaries  for  her  immediate  use,  saying 
that  they  had  determined  to  destroy  every  thing 
which  they  should  find,  wlri6h  had  been  removed 
by  the  proprietors;  that  they  would  act  otherwise 
where  they  remained  at  home.  They  found  eight 
hogsheads  of  tobacco  concealed  in  the  woods  near 
the  water,  which  they  carried  off  with  a great  deal 
of  stock.  ?vlr.  Kilgour’s  loss  is  ruinous.  As  soon  as 
general  Stuart  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy 
were  landing,  he  moved  with  his  whole  force  in 
pursuit  of  them.  He  arrived  at  High  Kill  where  lie' 
saw  the  enemy’s  barges  prepared  tc  cover  the  retreat 
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of  the  men  over  the  plain,  and  a frigate  with  her 
broadside  ready  for  the  same  object.  He  could  not 
receive  any  intelligence  of  the  course  they  had  taken 
till  it  was  disclosed  by  the  smoke  ascending  from 
Alvey’s  barn.  To  get  between  them  and  their  ship- 
ping he  must  necessarily  have  exposed  his  force  to 
a galling  fire  from  their  shipping,  and  give  their 
Infantry  the  advantage  of  a high  commanding  situ- 
ation; to  get  in  their  front,  so  as  to  annoy  them  in 
their  retreat,  he  must  have  talarn  a circuitous  route 
of  seven  miles.  Independent  of  all  this,  his  force 
was  much  inferior  to  that  of  their’s;  he  therefore 
returned  to  his  encampment;  he  has  ordered  out  all 
of  his  brigade.  On  Friday  the  enemy’s  vessels  left 
their  station  at  Benedict.  A deserter  states  their 
object  to  be  Annapolis;  that  admiral  Coc'nrane  has 
arrived;  that  they  have  neither  barges  nor  vessels; 
that  at  present  Barney’s  force  is  too  formidable  for 
them;  that  the  Severn  only  draws  thirteen  feet  of 
water,  was  built  for  the  American  station;  that  a 
very  heavy  land  force  is  expected — that  the  bomb 
vessel  only  draws  ten  feet.  No  part  of  St.  Mary’s 
county  is  deemed  secure;  the  inhabitants  are  remov- 
ing their  cattle  and  negroes  to  the  interior;  their 
crops  are  abandoned.” 

Extract  to  the  editor , dated  Wicomico  river , St. 

Alary* s county,  Aug.  14. 

“The  British  landed  at  Leonard  Town,  in  this 
county,  the  19th  of  last  month;  and,  out  of  curiosity, 
I visited  the  town  next  day.  Every  housekeeper  was 
plundered  except  one — to  the  court-house  they  did 
great  injury;  not  a sash  or  pane  of  glass  but  what 
they  destroyed;  much  of  the  inside  work  cut  to 
pieces;  all  the  tobacco,  about  70  hhds.  carried  off, 
and  property  belonging  to  individuals  and  the  United 
States,  to  the  amount  of  4,000  dollars.  Although 
admiral  Cockburn  gave  to  some  of  the  inhabitants  a 
guard,  yet  his  men  plundered  almost  within  reach 
of  the  guards’  muskets.  The  admiral  and  his  officers, 
I hear,  conducted  themselves  politely  to  a Mr.  Key 
and  his  daughter,  and  to  most  mf  the  inhabitants; 
in  this  way  they  were  honorably  remunerated  for  the 
loss  and  destruction  of  their  property — no  houses 
were  burnt.  On  the  30th,  the  same  worthy  body  of 
men  landed  at  Chaptico,  in  this  county — (except  a 
few  that  the  Virginia  militia  killed  and  wounded 
when  they  landed  near  Namony  on  the  20th  and  21st) 
In  this  little  village  they  got  about  30  hhds.  of  to- 
bacco and  no  other  plunder;  the  inhabitants  having 
removed  all  their  property  out  of  their  grasp.  Yet 
here  they  made  a most  furious  attack  on  every  win- 
dow, door,  and  pane  of  glass  in  the  village;  not  one 
was  left  in  the  whole;  the  place  was  given  up  to  the 
fury  of  their  men,  and  if  the  prince  regent  had  com- 
manded in  person,  the  victory  and  destruction  oould 
not  have  been  more  complete.  They  picked  their 
stolen  geese  in  the  church — dashed  the  pipes  of  the 
church-organ  on  the  pavement;  opened  a family 
vault  in  the  church-yard,  broke  open  the  coffins, 
stirred  the  bones  about  with  their  hands  in  search  of 
hidden  treasure — all  this  in  the  presence  of  their 
worthy  admiral.  During  all  this  havoc,  not  a man 
was  in  arms  within  fifteen  mites  of  them,  and  they 
worked  until  ten  o’clock  at  night,  before  they  got 
the  tobacco  on  board  their  vessels,  owing  to  the 
shallowness  of  the  creek  that  leads  up  to  Chaptico 
warehouse,  they  rolled  more  than  half  the  tobacco 
one  mile.  General  Steuart  was  encamped  with  the 
militia  near  sixteen  miles  from  these  free-booters: 
I presume  he  is  waiting  for  a regular  field  action 
with  the  British.  He  has  no  confidence  in  our  trees 
a,nd  bushes,  as  our  militia  had  in  the  revolutionary 
War.”  [American. 

Fro?n  the  Alexandria  Herald,  July  24. — It  is  ascer- 
tained that  admiral  Cqckbum  was  at  Leonardtewn  in 


person,  and  sanctioned  every  species  of  plunder — 
such  articles  as  were  not  carried  oft*  were  destroyed 
— the  doors  and  windows  of  the  houses  were  broken. 
See.  After  doing  all  the  damage  they  could,  short  of 
burning,  they  went  to  the  Virginia  shore,  burnt  the 
dwellings  of  five  widows  and  several  others  on  the 
shore;  burnt  every  building  at  Namony  ferry,  and 
plundering  the  country  round  of  every  kind  of  pro- 
visions, and  carried  oft  a great  many  negroes.  The 
militia  of  Spottsylvania  had  marched  en  masse  to 
the  relief  of  their  fellow-citizens  below. 

-Lit*  H 111!"' 

The  Eastern  Coast. 

On  the  1st  of  September,  ultimo,  the  depredators, 
under  admiral  Griffith  and  the  governor  of  A'ova 
Scotia,  sir  John  Sherbrooke,  having  under  him  gene- 
ral Robinson,  with  about  40  sail  of  vessels  and  seve- 
ral thousand  troops,  (reported  from  3 to  7,000)  en- 
tered the  Penobscot.  The  small  garrison  in  the  fort 
at  Castine  discharged  their  guns,  blew  up  the  fort 
and  retired.  The  enemy  then  took  possession  wiili- 
out  opposition.  They  next  sent  600  men  to  Belfast , 
which  submitted.  The  following  day  they  proceed- 
ed up  the  river  to  Hampden , where  the  Adams  fri- 
gate laid,  distant  35  miles.  Capt.  Morris  prepared 
himself  to  receive  them  as  well  as  he  could,  by  land- 
ing his  guns  and  erecting  batteries  A considerable 
militia  force  had  by  this  time  assembled  ; — but  they 
disgracefully  fied  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy.— 
He  therefore,  after  a few  fires,  spiked  hir,  guns,  burnt 
his  stores  and  prize  goods,  and  blew  up  the  ship. — 
He  and  his  crew  escaped.  If  the  militia  had  stood, 
he  would  have  beat  off  the  enemy.  They  evacuated 
Belfast,  &c. on  the  7th  ult.  with  the  Avowed  design 
of  proceeding  against  Portland  and  Portsmouth , &c. 
It  seems  their  fixed  intention  to  destroy  particularly 
our  shipping.  Chagrined  beyond  measure  at  the 
triumphs  of  our  navy,  they  vainly  strive  to  prevent 
future  disgrace  by  capturing  empty  hulks,  it  is  es- 
timated that  they  took  120  vessels  in  the  Penobscot, 
of  all  descriptions.  Captain  Morris  had  arrived  at 

Boston. His  crew  are  chiefly  at  Portsmouth. 

He  was  the  last  man  on  board  of  his  vessel,  and  is 
said  to  have  made  his  escape,  after  firing  the  train, 
by  swimming. 

It  is  stated  that  at  Castine  there  were  24  thirty- 
two  pounders  ; <4  of  which  were  designed  for  the 
new  fort  erecting  at  Portlaiid.  The  British  troops 
that  landed  had  belonged  to  Wellington's  army  ; hav- 
ing each  a medal  in  evidence  of  serving  under 
him.  The  militia  in  great  numbers  were  pushing 
to  the  sea-board.  8,000  were  collected  at  Portland, 
and  the  other  towns  on  the  coast  were  filling  with 
them.  But  the  enemy  expresses  the  utmost  con- 
tempt for  them,  and  expects  to  possess  himself  of 
all  the  AJassachusetts  and  Maine  ports  in  six  weeks  to 
destroy  the  shipping.  The  fleet  consists  of  3 74’s, 

3 frigates,  3 sloops  of  war  and  a schooner,  besides 
the  transport  vessels  ; and  they  talk  of  reinforce- 
ments. Many  of  their  troops  appear  to  be  Germans, 
probably  the  better  to  secure  themselves  against  de- 
sertion. They  plundered  many  houses,  and  threa- 
tened tcf  burn  the  several  little  towns,  such  as  Frank- 
fort and  Bangor,  if  provisions  were  not  liberally  sup- 
plied. At  the.  latter  place  were  some  vessels  on  the 
stocks  ; the  firing  of  these  might  have  destroyed  the 
village ; so  the  people  conditioned  to  launch  and  de- 
liver them  at  Castine  ! — They  took  what  they  pleas- 
ed, and  dpne  what  they  liked  ; and  left  the  Penob- 
scot about  the  8th  inst.  going  westward.  The'  river 
wiA  covered  with  burning  vessels. 

By  the  following  proclamations  it  will  be  seen  that 
all  the  towns  east  of  the  Penobscot  are  declared 
British  xolordO.  Ml  persons  passing  east  or  west,' 
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from  below  Belfast  must  report  themselves  or  be 
stopped. 

A PROCLAMATION, 

Bylieutenant  general  sir  John  Coape  Sherbrooke , K.  B i 
commanding  a bodyofhts  BriU’annicm  je  ^v’s  Lum 
forces,  and  Edward  Griffith , esq.  rear  atlm  ral  of 
theWhite,  commanding  a squadron  of  his  m j.  sty’s 
ships,  now  arrived  in  the  Penobscot. 

Whereas  it  is  the  intention  of  the  British  com 
mantle rs  to  take  possession  of  the  country  lying  be 
tween  the  Penobscot  river  and  Passamuqtioddy  bay, 
the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  that  district  arc  herein' 
informed,  that  if  they  remain  quietly  at  their  respec 
tively  homes,  tad  carry  on  their  usud  occupations, 
every  protection  will  be  afforded  tnerein,  so  long  as 
they  shall  com  pi)  writ  auch  regulations  as  may  be 
established  for  their  con  diet  and  guidance  by  the 
authority  ot  the  comm aiulets. 

Ad  persons  taken  in  arms  employed  in  conveying 
intelligence  to  the  enemy,  or  in  assisting  him  in  any 
way  sh  ill  be  treated  accordingly. 

Such  of  the  inhabitants  as  may  wish  to  avail  them- 
pelves  of  the  . terms  offered  in  the  preceding  part  wf 
the  Procbuirv  nioiq  will  be  required  to  give  up  their 
arms,  and  >o  deine.ui  thv-mse’ves  in  a quiet  peace 
able  m 'inner;  and  those  who  nuy  be  willing  to  supply 
the  British  forces  with  provisions,  &c.  will  be  regu- 
larly paid  for  the  articles  furnished,  m.l  shall  receive 
•very  encouragement  an  1 protection  in  so  doing. 

By  command,  CW  ARLES  M \R  l YR, 

naval  secretary/. 

.T  F ADDISON,  military  secretary 
PROCLAMATION. 

By  lieutenant  general  sir  John  Coape  Sherbrooke ,K.  B 
Commanding  a body  of  his  13  itannie  m yestvL 
forces, and  Ed  oard  Griffith , esq.  rear  admiral  of  the 
White,  commanding  a squadron  of  his  majesty’s 
ships  now  arrived  in  the  Penobscot. 

Tins  is  to  certify  unto  all  persons  whom  it  may 
concern  that  the  municipal’ Lavs  as  established  by 
the  American  government  for  the  maintenance  of 
perce  and  tranquility  in  that  part  of  die  district,  of 
Maine  lying  between  the  Penobscot  river  and  Pas- 
s miaqoddy  bay  will  continue  in  force  until  further 
orders,  and  the  civil  magistrates  are  permitted  to 
execute  the  laws  as  heretofore,  and  shall  be  support- 
ed m so  doing. 

By  command,  T.  F.  ADDISON, 

military  secretary 
CHARLES  M LllTYR,  naval  secretary. 
On  these  proclamations  the  Boston  Palladium  has 
this  article: 

I7TCItEA.SE  OF  APPETITE. 

When  the  war  commenced  the  enemy  promised  to 
respect  East  port;  but  they  took  it,  and  then  declared 
they  meant  to  trouble  no  place  to  the  westward  of  it. 
Tiiey  have  however  now  taken  Cystine,  and  cl  urn  all 
from  Passumaquocidy  to  Penobscot,  but  utter  assu- 
rances that  they  mean  to  molest  no  other  part  of 
Maine;  and  these  assurances  will  probably  be  found  as 
sincere  as  former  ones. 

Tiie  territory  between  Penobscot  and  Fassama 
qtioddy,  which  the  governor  and  dmiral  from  Nov. 
-Scotia  have,  by  proclamation,  declared  their  inten- 
tion to  take  possession  of,  and  have  commenced  by 
occupying  Cast  me,  includes  boat  forty  town 9 belong- 
ing to  the  state  of  Massachusetts.  Among  these  towns 
are  Addison,  with  about  400  inhabitants,  Calais  4 0, 
Cherrvfield  2-t(J,  Columbia  5 >0,  Harrington  500, 
Jnnesborougli  600, Much ias  1600,  Slitben  6i;0,  Lubec, 
Robinson,  Bluehul  700,  Buckstown  15,><>,  Casting 
Jl00,  Deerisle  1630,  E len  7f1 0,  Frankfort  l50u,  Gor- 
ring  ton  1400,  Sadgwick  140n,  Lshborough  6.'0,  Mi. 
J>esart  1 100,  Trenton  600,Suilivan8U0,  Goldsborougii 
690,  Peuohscat  1400,  &c. 


Machius  *\ri  some  otlv*.  townsh-ve  also  been  taken, 
but  we  h.-venot  yet  received  particulars. 

Easiport  is  under  mdiu.ry  law.  The  foil  -wing was 
posted  1 here  .bout  the  25th  uh. 

Province  of  jYeiv- Brunswick  in  council , 13 th  Au- 
gust 1814. — II ■»  honor  the  pr  sident  having  sub- 
nutted  to  t he  consideration  of  die  council  the  pre- 
sent s’.atw  of  the  inliaui  ants  oi  Moose  Island,  ^East- 
port  j under  the  articles  of  capitulation;  an.)  the 
subsequent  proclamations  issm  cl  du  re  by  sir  77io- 
mas  Hardy  ami  col.onel  Pilkington , dateU  14th  July, 
1814;  md  ihe  expediency  oi  ex  ending  to  iliose  in- 
nabitants  all  ihe  rights  and  privileges  ol  British  sub- 
jects. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  ihis  council,  tint  it  is  not  ex- 
pedient at  present  to  extend  ro  them  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  Bntis  i subjects : but  that  they 
snould  be  left  under  the  controul  of  the  military 
authority,  pursuant  to  th  - articles  of  capitulation 
and  the  proclamation  above  mentioned,  until  further 
instruct. oils  on  this  subject1  are  received  trorn  his 
majesty’s  ministers. 

(S.gned)  J.  ODELL, 

Secretary  of  the  Province  of  J\'eio-  Brunswick* 

Salem,  Sept.  21. — The  British  ship  Lennder,  sir 
G o.  Collier,  appeared  off  Gallops  Folly,  yesterday 
oreitooii,  and  sent  three  barges  full  of  men  into  the 
Cove,  who  were  repelled  by  about  50  men  who  had 
assembled  from  the  vicinity,  with  muskets  and  one 
six  pounder  and  the  oarges  returned  to  the  ship  af- 
ter exchanging  several  tires.  A barge  with  a fl-.g 
was  then  sent  from  the  ship  with  a letter,  of  which 
the  following  is  a copy  : — 

“ Le under , Tuesday , 1 o'clock , P.  M. 

“Sir  George  Collier,  believes  the  boat  on  shore  a 
fisherman,  lit  desires  to  examine  her  widiout  re- 
course to  arms,  and  if  objected  to  he  will  land  ,«nd 
destroy  every  house  within  two  milts  of  the  cove. — •' 
This  the  inhabitants  may  rely  upon. 

G.  COLLIER.” 

Lieut,  col.  Appleton,  who  had  by  this  time  .:ssem- 
hied  the  Cape  Ann  regiment,  and  had  about  60B 
men  under  arms,  received  the  note  and  returned  the 
following  answer  f 

“ Tuesday , half  past  2 o'clock. 

u Sir  Geo.  Collier , sir — You  have  permission  to  ex- 
amine the  boat  now  ly  ing  a the  wliurf  in  this  covev 
This  is  permitted  without  reference  10  the  <hreat 
connected  wdh  your  reque.  t,  which  is  such  as  wa& 
not  to  be  expected  from  a British  commander. 

“J.  APPLETON.  Lieut.  Col.” 

The  boat  was  accordingly  examined  but  nothing 
found  in  her,  and  the  barges  returned  ro  the  ship. 

The  enemy  s threatening  Boston.  They  who  are 
in  the  bay  tdk  of  a force  of  15,000  men  to  effect  » 
Ending  it  Cape  God  or  Cape  Ann.  They  have  des- 
troyed many  small  vessels.  The  following  recapitu- 
lation of  their  infamous  proceedings  is  from  a Bos*> 

’ on  paper  of  the  20rh  Sept. 

A very  respectable  gentleman  from  Sandw.ch, 
cape  Cod,  has  brought  information  that  on  Toursd;  y 
last  the  British  ships  Spencer,  commodore  Raggett, 
Leander,  Sir  George  Collier, ana  Nymph  anchored  off 
Well  fleet  and  sent  a fig  on  shore  with  a demand  of 
$>2609  as  a ransom  for  their  fishing  vessels,  anu  that 
in  c.se  it  was  not  paid  they  should  be  destroyed. 

A demand  was  sen*  10  East  am  for  ihe  bedding, 
8cc  widen  had  been  before  demanded,  tak  n on  board 
the  tender  of  the  Leander  cast  away  some  time  ago. 

A committee  on  behalf  of  the  town  was  sent  on 
board  the  Leant .er,  with  information  that  the  arti- 
cles ilem.  nded  wi  re  m the  keeping  of  the  duputy 
marshal  at  Barnstable,  and  th.'t  it  was  not  in  theip 
power  to  restore  them.  They  were  told  nevertheless 
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that  if  every  article  found  on  hoard  the  render,  and  nruli.-a  nurili  of  Gakfuskee  (a  large  create  three  mileS 
§10  cash  for  each  seaman  for  having1  been  obliged  to  b 1 >w  Autos  ee  on  the  east  side  of  T lapoosa)  thence 
lie  without  then-  bedding,  and  §1200  as  a ransom  the  across  Tala  poos  to  the  rrtouth  of  the  k,  and  up 
Salt  works  were  not  del ivfered  at  Provincetown  in  the  the  same  ten  miles  in  a direct  line.  Thence  to 
coarse  of  this  month,  the  town  and  the  salt  works. Cha:,t*,ho,che  and  across  it  die  mouth  of  Sum* 
should  be  destroyed.  ' mo,ch:*,c.»,  the  first  large  creek  below  0,ke,te,yocr« 

A committee  of  the  town  of  Brewster  was  likewise,  on, ne  (about  ,68  miles  north  of  the  confluence  of 
despatched  on  board  the  commodore’s  ship,  of  whom , Chat,ta,ho,che)  thence  east  to  Georgia,  with  an  even* 
a ransom  of  §4000  was  demanded  for  the  salt  works  i tuat  reserve  to  accommodate  the  Kinnards. 

— an  answer  to  oe  given  on  Monday.  A town  meet-!  “We  continue  to  receive  daily  rumours  of  hostile 
ing  was  called,  and  it  was  voted  that  the  ransom  J appearances  at  Appalatcliicola.  Ten  B’tish  armed 
should  be  paid.  i vessels  off*  that  coast;  have  manoeuvred  dexterously 

The  commander  of  the  Nymph  threatened  to  des-  by  landing  and  re-embarking  their  cr-*ws,  to  deceive 
troy  1J  unstable,  in  consequ  nee  of  the  insult  which;  the  Indians  in  that  neighborhood.  They  furnish' d 
he  said  was  offered  to  his  lieutenant  who  was  lately  [considerable  munitions  of  war,  and  some  c!.»'h mg, 

**  for 


sent  on  shore  to  demand  'he  effects  taken  in  the  len- 
der. He  also  declared  that  *11  works  of  public  uti- 
lity in  the  cape  towns  must  he  ransomed  or  they 
would  be  destroyed.  There  were  on  board  the  ships 
500  marines,  and  seven  cannon  mounted  on  travelling 
carriages.  * 

An  agent  has  been  despatched  to  this  town  by. 'lie 
inhabitants  of  Eastham,  with  a petition  to  the  dis- 
trict judge,  that  he  may  order  the  seized  articles 
to  be  restored. 

A flag  was  seen  going  into  Orleans  on  Sunday, 
probably  with  a similar  message  to  the  preceding,  to 

that  town* 

Letter  from  Sir  George  /?.  Collier . 

II.  13  M.  ship  Leander , Sept.  21. 
“ gentlemen — I have  to  inform  vm  that  all  the 
fishing  on  the  banks  is  prohibited,  every  vessel  cu 
ring  fish  or  having  salt  on  board  for  that  purpose 
Will  oe  destroyed. 

- “ Small  vessels  with  fresh  fish  only  will  in  futu.e 
be  permitted  to  proceed  into  the  harbors  of  thi- 
COast. 

“ You  are  required  to  give  this  publicity,  as  1 
shall  uestvoy  all  vessels  1 meet  with  curing  fish,  or 
vessels  exceeding  3U  tons  in  or  near  the  offing. 

“I  am  sir  your  obedient  servant, 

“ GEO  R.  COLLIER  captain. 
“ To  the  selectmen  of  Portsmouth  and  vicinity .” 

Sir  John  Sherbooke  has  returned  to  Halifax.  The 
eastern  people,  touched  to  the  quick  bv  the  ou  raws 
of  the  enemv,  b-gin  to  have  a “ notion ” that  an  viva 
sion  of  JVew- Brunswick  might  have  a good  effect  in 
cheeking  the  incursions  of  the  foe.  This  would  be 
sound  policy  in  every  respect— and  if  the  thing  we-e 
tuk.  n up  heartily,  the  British  might  soon  be  routed 
from  the  whole  country,  “ Wellington's  invincibles” 
to  ihe  contrary  notwithstanding;  who  seem  likelv  to 
have  enough  to  do  with  Brown,  Izard  and  Macomb 
would  not  be  straining  probability  >o  say  that  one 
third  of  all  the  British  reinforcements  that  have  ar- 
rived in  the  present  year,  are  already  lost  to  the  ene 
my  s strength.  They  are  mere  mortals— the  heroes 
of  Niagara  have  proved  it,  if  proof  were  wanting. 

On  die  21  tilt,  the  greater  part  of  the  enemy’s  force 
collected  at  Castine , embarked  for  some  new  expe- 
dition—their  land  troops  are  stated  at  1200-  thev 
have  taken  on  board  a number  of  horses 


Recently  omitted  Scraps. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  colonel  Hawkins , agent  for  In- 
dian a /furs,  to  his  excellency  the  governor  of  Geor- 
gia, dated  J 

«cpor , T » . “Creek  Agency,  August  23,  1S14. 

Gen  Jackson  terminated  I, is  negoc unions  with 
the  Creeks  on  the  9di.  The  line  of  limits  drawn 
for  die  m is  Coosa  river,  with  a reserve  of  two  miles 
square  for  Fort  Williams,  to  the  falls  seven 
above  Port  Jackson,  tbsnee  eastward 


mile< 


and  are  training  the  Indians  and  some  **’ 
purposes  hostile  to  us. 

“We  h ive  from  a credible  Indian  source  the  fol- 
lowing from  a British  naval  officer,  to  the  hostile 
chief  i<: 

“7  'he  British  and  other  powers  had  conquered  France 
and  seven  bowers  mere  now  united  against  AAIERI- 
L'A.  1 i i>  tie  before  white  frost,  you  will  hear  of  smoke 
all  around  the  United  Suites,  in  the  sea  ports , and  the 
b truing  of  powder.  The  War  is  just  beginning.— 
i Here  will  be  several  armies  anding  in  d ff'erent  pla- 
ces. His  king,  George,  said  the  seven  powers  would 
be  able,  and  were  determined  0 coxaunu  A ' urn--  v, 
and  the  ll  iU,  could  be  masters  of  it.  They  need 
not  expect  to  be  dec  ived;  the  Jirisish  would  fulfil 
their  promises,  AND  NEVEil  'X>.AVE  THIS  LAND  A AIN. 

“ Tin  Indians  who  recently  committed  a violent 
outrage  b low  H rtford,  were  from  the  banditti  as- 
sembling u tier  British  influence;  there  were  four 
o’  trem  A-  1 have  some  confidential  people  among 
them,  one  of  whom  will  probably  be  here  in  a week, 
l expect  some  interesting  details  to  our  present 
stock,  which  I shall  communicate  to  you. 

I am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJN.  HAWKINS. 

Governor  Early. 

From  other  sources  that  appear  worthy  of  entire 
credit,  it  appears  that  the  Spmiardsat  P.  irncola 
are  more  than  passive  instruments  in  the  hands  of 
the  merciless  British,  to  raise  the*  tomahawk  in  the 
south.  There  are  many  In  lians  at  that  place,  dress- 
ed in  British  uniforms,  and  exercised  by  Brit  ish  offi- 
cers, &c.  Much  bloodshed  must  be  expected  in 
that  quarter.  If  the  truce  and  treaty  that  Jackson 
lias  lately  made  with  the  Creeks,  is  broken,  we  shall 
not  probably  ever  hear  of  another  How  cruel  i9  it 
in  Englishmen  to  bring  about  the  extermination  of 
this  r ,ce;  for  exterminated  they  certainly  will  be,  if 
they  do  not  cease  their  murders.  They  were  a hap- 
py and  con’  hi  ed  peop’e,  cult iva* ing  then*  farms 
a manfvtu  ng,  until  the  British,  lik  he  devil  m 
Eden,  tempted  them  to  evii.  They  have  already 
paid  a dreadful  penalty  for  their  folly  and  weakness 
—but  the  end  is  no'  yet.  They  still  listen  to  the  de- 
ceiver. Inhum  n Englishmen/  1 ■'  the  poor  savage 
have  peace.  Wretched  murderers!  permit  us  in 
safety  to  spare  the  remnant  of  the  L'reeksl  Mon- 
sters, let  them  return  to  that;  progressive  state  of 
civilization  we  fostered  with  so  much  charity,  jus- 
tice, and  good  faitli.  One  lesson  of  practical  Chris- 
tian iy,  vs  worth  all  your  regiments  of  canting  “Bi- 
bb* S icnitties,”  headed  by  such  men  as  George  ot* 
Frederick  Guelph. 

The  Enkmy.  Gen.  Jackson's  letter  (gage  47)  re- 
ports that  the  British  sai  l they  expected  50,000 
Russians,  to  assist  in  conquering  the  United  Slates. 
A person  who  was  captured  by  the  Wolverine  sloop 
of  war,  on  a voyage  from  Charleston  to  New  York, 
was  informed  by  the  c ipt-iin  that  the  British  govern- 


to  a point  two  meat  would  demand  Louisiana,  the  F lor  Idas,  and 
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p i of  Maine—  und  that  if  th#  war  should  continue, . States,  in  all  parts,  is  reaching  the  standard  of  ’76. 
llmsia  was  under  obligations  to  furnish  two  hun- ! However  pressed,  there  are  no  fears  for  the  republic. 

All  will  be  well.  Instances  of  magnanimous  exejtion 


of 


dre (l  thousand  men  to  coerce  them. 

Another  report  savs,  that  a reinforcement 
10,000  British  had  actually  arrived  at  Bermuda.— 
1 he  “season  of  lying”  seems  just  beginning!!  There 
is  no  reason  to  believe  or  suppose  either  of  those. 

Prisoners.  There  are  cau  e?  to  expect  that  it  is 
the  design  of  the  Goihs  to  send  all  the  prisoners 
they  take  to  England,  even  non-combatants  and  pas 


shall  be  noticed  hereafter  to  the  honor  of  both  par- 
tie#  of  our  citizens. 

The  Fisheries.  The  British  treaty  v/ith  France 
was  discussed  in  the  British  house  of  commons, 
June  29.  Mr.  Canning  said,  the  interest  of  France 
was  small  in  the  Newfoundland  Fisheries;  but  he 
wished  the  government  to  give  those  fisheries  due 
tigers!  Alas!  how  r ipiuly  is  Great  Britain  sliding  j consideration  as  to  America.  In  our  treaty  of  peace 


into  finished  barbarism. 


with  that  power,  we  gave  away  more  than  we  ought 


IB  s force. — We  believe  that  the  full  force  of  the  j — and  we  never  now  heard  of  that  treaty,  but  as  & 
enemy  is  now  ,n  hi*  colonies  and  on  our  coasts,  and  trophy  of  victory  on  one  hand,  or  the  monument  of 


tint  other  reinforcements  may  not  be  expected  this 
season  from  Europe,  som:  ships  to  relieve  others  ex 
cep  ted.  To  fi  o it  the  Penobscot  expedition,  they 
ha  - uy  lef.  troops  enough  at  Hatif  x Ho  guard 'the 
t >\vn.  Tin  men  employed  in  tint  expedition  are  a 
m.xture  of  Spaniards,  Portuguese,  Germans  and 
B,  o ish.  The  H difax  papers,  however,  still  talk  of 
Lo:  i II  l;’s  expected  arrival. 

Chah.essti.3v.  Idle  Goths  talk  of  laying  Char’eston 
in  ashes  tins  wnVer;  ml  expect  soon  t©  commence 
the  siege  of  New  York — as  they  say. 

Baltimore.  The  gentle  souls  at  Montreal,  Hali- 
fax, St  o.  had  heard  of  the 'capture  of  Washington  Ci- 
ty* :>u;  deferred  their  public  rejoicings  until  the 
‘ poor  Baltimoreans ” were  suitably  chastised— -which 
they  looked  upon  as  a certainty.  They  were'  also 
“out  of  tiieir  reckoning”  as  to  Platlsburg,  and  will 
have  hs  much  cause  for  mourning  as  for  rejoicing, 
at  joint!  6 J 

New  Yo  rk — 25,500  men,  we  are  told,  can  be  bro’t 
to  c.  in  one  place,  in  three  hours,  for  the  defence 
of  w city  of  New  York. 

Boston — Fhe  lulls  round  Heston  are  covered  with 
troops,  arid  works  of  defence  are  erecting  with  great 
industry.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  other  towns 
on  trie  coast  of  Massachusetts.  A town  meeting 
tvas  lately  held  at  Boston,  (present  3 to  4000  per- 
sons) at  which  measures  of  defence  were  resolved 
upon  with  great  spirit. 

The  MruriA.  The  general  orders  of  the  gover- 
nors of  the  several  states,  respecting  the  militia,  &c. ! westward, 
would  occupy  too  much  room  for  present  insertion;  j Vandalism. — About 


degradation  and  shame  on  the  other.  We  ought  to 
recur  in  questions  with  America,  to  the  state  in 
which  we  now  stand,  rather  than  that  in  which  we 
once  stood. 

Lord  Custlereagh  said  he  was  fully  aware  of  the 
importance  of  the  Newfoundland  fisheries. 

Massachusetts.  The  legislature  of  this  state  was 
to  convene  at  Boston  on  the  5th  insfant  ; called 
by  trie  governor  on  account  of  events  of  a public-  and 
alarming  nature  that  have  recently  occurred. 

a scouwdr.ee  caught.  A letter  from  Stonington, 
dated  Sept.  18,  says — Yesterday  afternoon  the  people 
of  Mystic  fitted  out  their  captured  barge,  and  hoist- 
ed British  colors,  for  the  purpose  of  decoying  a 
sloop  which  was  suspected  to  be  aiding  the  enemy. 
They  boarded  her  without  exciting  any  suspicion, 
and  the  following  dialogue  ensued  between  the  two 
captains: 

“ Barge — What  arc  you  doing? 

“ Sloop — I have  been  supplying  your  commodore, 
ft  Barge — With  what? 

“ Sloop — Soap,  candles,  onions,  8cc. 

“ Barge — Have  you  a pass? 

“ Sloop — Yes;”  and  produced  it. 

“ Barge — This  is  a good  pass  to  go  into  Mystic 
with.  Make  sail  immediately!” 

The  captain  of  the  sloop  offered  the  barge  a bill 
of  sale  of  the  sloop,  and  a present  of  500  dollars; 
but  they  were  rejected,  and  the  vessel  brought  in. 
She  is  about  35  tons  burthen,  and  belongs  to  the 

JYler.  Adv. 

00  negroes  from  theGhesa- 


bui  they  may  be  recorded.  The  following  brief  no- 1 peake,  arrived  at  Halifax  on  the  2nd  ult.  in  an  ema- 
tices  will  shew  th\t  all  is  activity.  The  governor  of|  ciated  condition— 30  had  died  on  the  passage,  and 
New- Hampshire  has  ordered  that  the  whole  force  of  four  expired  on  the  quay,  ?t  lending  them.  Among 
the  state  shall  hold  itself  ready  to  march  at  a mo- ‘them  were  many  women  and  children,  one  man  70 
ment’s  warning;  he  also  invites  the  exempts  topre-fyears  old  and  blind.  Nine  hundred  more  were  ex- 
par®  for  the  defence,  and  detaches  a certain  body j peeled.  Those  able  to  work  had  been  sent  to  the 
of  men  for  the  protection  of  the  seaboard,  on  ac-  j work-house.  The  people  were  dissatisfied  with  the 
count  of  “t he  recent  depredations  of  the  enemy.”  j incumbrance. 

Toe  governor  of  .Massachusetts  has  issued  a like  or-}  The. master  of  a vessel  arrived  v/ith  a very  valua- 
der,  and  directs  that  the  whole  militia  of  the  state  |ble  cargo  at  Philadelphia  from  St.  Barts,  reports 
shall  march  “aa  the  laws  of  the  United  States  jj*  of  i that  the  negroes  stolen  in  the  Chesapeake  had  been 
tluu  state  shall  require,”  in  “consequence  of  the  vio-  i sold  in  the  West  Indies  from  150  to  200  dollars  high- 
lations  of  our  territory,”  &c.  He  also  detaches  aler  than  the  island  negroes.  The  cargo  of  the  “Zte- 
considerable  force,  and  urges,  very  pointedly,  vigi-  \ fender  of  the  Faith's”  ship  Dragon,  of  74  guns,  was 
lance  to  all.  Connecticut,  JYew  York,  New  Jersey,  ; particularly  esteemed.  While  these  things  occur,  the 
and  Pennsylvania,  particularly  the  three  last,  are1  British  at  home  are  ready  to  quarrel  with  France 
in  king  great  exertions  to  present  a respectable  j for  not  abolishing  the  slave  trade.  The  righteous 
force  at  every  “assailable”  point  (see  Cochrane's]  prince  regent  is  patron  of  the  Bible  societies, 
letier,  page  17);  Ohio  and  Kentucky  are  sending*  j proclamation.  By  the  governor  of  Virginia. — 
men  to  the  north — in  Maryland,  l irginia,  North  and  1 Whereas , in  consecjuence  of  a proslamation  liereto- 
Sonth  Carolina  and  Georgia,  all  is  on  the  alert;  and!  fore  issued,  apprising  the  good  people  of  this  coin- 
Tennessee  holds  herself  ready  to  meet  the  allies  in  I mon wealth  of  the  instant  danger  of  an  invasion,  and 

t!l?  Creek  nnrlAi*  Kan  T J - lr  I 11  • i! jl  _ ! 11..  /l  *-Kq  rfonrlon/I  rvf  fllOil* 

mont 

frontier,  in  snort,  trie  whole  nation  seems  roused  1 

to  arms.  I he  people  of  Virginia  have  come  for- 1 with  zeal  and  patriotism,  have  already  reported 
war  i in  suen  multitudes  that  the  governor  has  dis-  j themselves,  as,  in  addition  to  the  requisition  of  mili- 
missed  thousands  of  them  as  unnecessary.  j tia,  render  the  army  now  assembled  amply  sufficient 

The  patriotic  spirit  of  the  people  of  the  United  for  every  purpose,  so  that  the  services  of  any  other 
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volunteers  are  unnecessary : I have  therefore 

thought-  proper  to  issue  this  my  proclamation  to  ap- 
prise the  public  of  the  state  of  the  force  already  as- 
semble:!, and  require  all  volunteers  who  have  not 
vet  arrived  at  Richmond,  to  return  home,  their  aid 
being  no  longer  wanting  for  the  defence  and  securi- 
ty of  their  country. 

Done  at  Richmond,  this  9th  September,  in  the 
FL  S]  year  1814,  and  the  39th  year  of  the  common 
wealth.  JS.  BARBOUR. 

Lights. — A Boston  paper  says  that  orders  have 
been  given  for  extinguishing  all  the  lights  and  dis- 
mantling all  the  light  houses  on  our  coast;  and  grum- 
bles that  the  same  is  not  advertised  in  the  papers — 
for  the  information  of  the  enemy.  (Lj'On  whose  ac- 
count— he,  probably,  has  noticed  it. 

The  Portuguese. — It  is  stated  that  the  Portu- 
guese government  has  refused  to  clear  out  vessels  for 
the  United  States — in  obedience  to  the  British  paper 
blnckacld.- 

T he  kx igiits,  sir  Georye  Prevost  and  sir  Alexander 
Cochrane  are  playing  a curious  game.  The  first  tells 
the  people^  that  peaceable  citizens  shall  not  be  mo- 
lested ; that  private  property  taken  shall  be  restored, 
etc.  and  that  it  is  only  against  the  government  that  he 
will  carry  on  the  war.  See  his  proclamation,  page 
44.  Now  the  other  knight,  sir  Alexander , says  m 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  (page  17)  that  he  is  spe- 
cially enjoined  by  the  said  sir  George  “to  destroy  and 
lay  waste  all  such  to  wns  and  districts  on  the  coast  as 
may  be  found,  assailable  ” These  men  must  be  very 
great  fools,  or  suppose  tlis  people  of  the  United 
States  to  be  so;  else  they  would  have  hud  more  method 
in  their  business.  They  are  however  alike  in  one  thing 
— they  were  both  shamefully  disappointed  and  an- 
expressibly  chagrined — thg  oue  in  attempting  to  save 
Plattsburg,  the  other  in  his  design  to  destroy  Bal- 
timore But  sir  George,  with  all  lib  canting,  com 
pelled  tire  people  of  the  Isle  au  Motte  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  his  Britannic  majesty.  Query— 
Will  Macdonough  “swear  them  back  again  ?” 

Brass  gi  ns. — Portsmouth , Sept.  24. — The  two-ele- 
gant brass  field  pieces  captured  by  the  privateer  Hsr- 
pev  from  a British  Packet  and  brought  into  this  port, 
were  purchased  by  the  town  at  a late  sale,  for  $1524. 
They  belonged  to  the  post-office  department,  and 
bore  its  initials. 

Jost  bum  auk. — The  most  extraordinary  event  in 
the  military  history  of  this  country,  (says  tho  de- 
mocratic Press J Is  the  precipitate  flight  of  14, COO 
British  troops,  under  five  lieutenant  and  major-gene- 
rals, from  before  the  American  fort  at  Plattsburg, 
manned  by  1500  sick,  convalescent  and  healthy  men, 
and  2,500  New  York  and  Vermont  militia  and  volun- 
teers, on  the  12th  of  September,  1314.  A v*st 
quantity  of  military  stores  and  provisions,  and  even 
their  wounded  on  the  field,  were  left  as  evidences  of 
their  hurry  and  panic. 

Rocket  a attert.— From  the  Boston  Gazette  — A 
correspondent  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  the 
committee  of  defence  the  utility  of  erecting  a.  rock- 
et battery  on  either  forts  Warren  or  Independence. — 
By  means  of  a recent  invention,  rockets  from  one  to 
thirty- two  pounds,  or  larger  if  necessary,  may  be 
fired  with  as  much  accuracy  as  ordnance  ; and  pos- 
sessing a quality  equally  destructive  as  shells,  they 
may  be  made  a powerful  weapon  of  annoyance  to  the 
enemy’s  vessels,  should  they  attempt  to  come  with- 
in their  reach — and  it  is  said  they  can  be  thrown  two 
miles  and  upwards.  We  understand  Mr.  Beat!)  has 
expressed  a willingness,  not  only  to  superintend  the 
.making  of  these  rockets,  of  which  it  is  believed  he 
has  a perfect  knowledge,  but  also  to  be  stationed  at 
the  battery,  in  case  of  attack. 

AIoiie  allies  .—The  old  friends  of  England,  the 


“Algerine  patriots,”  h*ve.  fitted  out  a squadron  < f 
v«**els  to  assist  in  “restoring”  the  United  States  “lo 
the  arms  of  their  legitimate  sovereign.”  But  they 
have  yet  only  captured  Dutch,  Swedish  and  Spanish 
vessels. 

Cuarleston,  S.  G. — The  works  for  the  defence  of 
this  important  city,  are  going  on  with  all  the  i c»  dot- 
ty and  zoal  that  distinguished  NewYoik,  &.c  The 
Seva  nty-six  Association — the  Cincinnah  *nd  Revolu- 
tion societies  take  the  lead  in  directing  the  labors  of 
the  people,  and  tire  direction  cannot  be  in  better 
hands. 

The  Stranger. — The  cargo  of  this  valuable  prize 
is  advertised  for  sale  at  Salem.  R consists  of  66 
guns,  24  pounders,  on  Congreve* s principle,  with 
their  carriages,  and  every  thing  dint  belongs  to  thc-ir 
immediate  use,  for  actual  service.  The  ether  muni- 
tions of  war  with  which  she  is  laden,  are  really  “too 
tedious  to  mention”  at  present.  They  consist  or  2 
or  300  different  and  important  articles,  among  which 
are  muskets,  pistols- and  bine  lights / with  great 
quantities  of  clothing.  The  inventory  Is  curious 
and  shall  be  preserved.  She  is  a fortune  to  her  cap* 
tors  and  of  r.o  small  national  importance,  not  only 
for  the  convenience  of  many  of  those  things  to  he 
mediately  transferred  to  the  Independence  74,  at  Bos- 
ton, but  for  her  value  to  the  enemy.  For  the 
Ion  Palladium”  says— “It  is  certain  that  the  guns 
taken  on  board  the  Stranger  were  intended  for  and 
uecessary  to  the  new  British  ship  at  Kingston,  i 'Al- 
lows that  we  shall  continue  masters  of  lake  Ontario 
through  this  6e**son,  unless  some  accident  befalls 
our  squadron.”  The  loss  of  this  vessel,  with  .that 
of  the  two  other  ordnance  ships  that  sailed  in  ccm- 

any,  foundered  at  sea,  may,  and  probably  w:!!, 

*ve  no  little  tfiecl  on  the  events  of  the  present,  cam- 
paign, as  well  in  Canada  as  on  the  sea  board. 

Eastern  coast.— A small  force  remains  at  Cos- 
tine — only  about  19  0 men,  and* a frigate  and  a brig*. 
The  rest  of  the  troops,  &c.  were  said  to  have  re- 
turned to  Halifax.  Some  suy  they  will  be  sent  to 
Canada,  others  to  the  Chesapeake;  the  latter  we 
think  the  most  probable — for  Cbchrcine  has  certainly 
gone  for  reinforcements,  and  the  report  is  that  he 
expects  to  meet  lord  Hill  at  Halifax. 

Cow.  Macdonougii. — The  common'  council  of  New 
York,  have  unanimously  resolved  to  present  the  free- 
dom of  the  city  in  a gold  box  to  commodore  Mac- 
donough, the  hero  of  lake  Champlain,  and  their 
thanks  to  his  officers  and  crews;  and  to  request  his 
portrait  for  the  picture  gallery. 

Public  dinners  have  been  given  to  Jliacdonough 
and  Jlfacoma  and  their  officers  at  Burlington  and 
Plattsburg.  At  the  former  gov.  Chittenden  and  gen. 
Strong  of  the  Vt.  volunteers,  were  invited  guests. 

MILITARY. 

Promotions.  The>  President  has  conferred  the 
following  brevet  commissions  for  distinguished  and 
meritorious  services  in  the  army  of  the  U States: 

Brig.  gen.  Gaines,  August  15,  major-general. 

Capt..  I).  Keichnm;\5‘.h  infantry,  July  25th,  major. 

2d  Lieut.  E.  B.  Randolph,  2011)  infantry,  July  25, 
1st  lieut. 

Capt.  T.  Biddle,  junior  corps  of  artillery,  August 
15,  major. 

Capt.  A.  C.  IV.  Fanning , corps  of  artillery,  Aug-. 
15,  major. 

Capt.  B.  Birdsall , 4th  rifle,  Aug.  15,  major. 

1st  Lieut.  vV.  J\\  Hall,  2 1st  infantry,  assistant  in- 
spector-general, Aug.  15,  captain. 

Capt.  R.  Desha , 24-th  infantry,  August  4,  major. 

Brig.  gen.  Dearborn , son  of  major-gen.  Dearborn, 
of  the  U.  S.  A.  has  been  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  forts  in  Boston  harbor. 

Brig.  gen.  Peter  B.  Porter,  of  the  New-York  vq- 
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lunteers,  for  liis  gallant  conduct  on  the  Niagara,  fron- 
tier, has  been  brevetled  a. major-general  of  the  mili- 
tia of  New-York,  by  governor  Tompkins. 

Major  George  Armiftea.il,  for  his  gallant  defence 
of  fort  MTIeury,  has  been  promoted  to  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  artillery,  by  the  president  of  the  United 
Stales. 

The  upper  lakes. — Though  the  expedition  under 
lieut.  col.  Grog  ha;*  and  captain  Kennedy  has  failed  of 
its  primary  object,  the  enemy  has  suffered  immense- 
ly by  their  exertions.  Supplies  of  provisions  of  the 
first  necessity,  and  of  clothing  and  munitions  of 
war  for  the  garrison  and  post  of  Michihmackin'ac, 
&c.  of  great  value,  with  a large  collection  of  furs, 
&c.  belonging  to  the  N.  YV.  company,  have  all  been 
captured  or  destroyed.  Before  our  squadron  entered 
lake  Huron,  flour  was  $>100  per  barrel,  salt  $3  per 
lb.  Gupt.  Sinclair ’s  account  of  his  cruise  is 

exceedingly  interesting.  It  gives  us  a dear  de- 
tail of  his  proceedings  and  furnishes  many  important 
geographical  facts. 

General  Armstrong. — From  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer— Many  of  our  readers  will  be  pleased  to  learn, 
that  general  Armstrong,  was  misinformed  as  to  the 
fact,  stated  in  his  letter,  that  “Alexander  G.  Han9on, 
editor  of  the  Federal  R -‘publican,”  was  one  of  the 
deputation  which  he  states  to  have  waited  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States  from  Georgetown,  on! 
the  morning  of  the  29th  Aug.— and,  indeed,  as  to 
tiie  tact  that  amj  deputation  waited  on  the  President 
from  Georgetown,  on  that  occasion, 

Brig.  gen.  C idwallader  hns  taken  command  of  the 
Pennsylvania  volunteers  and  militia,  encamped  at 
Kennel  Square , for  the  defence  of  the  upper  shores 
of  the  Delaware — 7,500  men  are  collected  at  York. 
A camp  is  forming  at  JHurcus  Hack. 

New -Orleans. — Considerable  preparations  are  mak- 
ing for  the  defence  of  this  city  and  its  neighbour- 
hood.. A force  of  10,0Q0  men  is  expected  to  be  sta- 
tioned here. 

NAVAL, 

The  cargo  of  the  India  ship  Countess  of  Ilar- 
court,  a prizeof  the  Sabine,  of  Baltimore,  has  been 
sold  at  an  average  price  ofllg  the  pound  sterling, 
by  invoice.  Some  articlessold  as  high  as  $18. 

A large  Russia  ship  with  a very  valuable  cargo, 
lately  sent  into  Sc.  Mary’s  by  one  of  our  gun  boats, 
has  been  released,  and  Is  disposing  of  her  goods— 
woolens  and  crockery. 

Scotch  prize.  “His  majesty’s”  brig  Moselle,  of 
Carthagena,  lately  fell  in  with  one  of  our  privateers, 
in  a calm, .which  she  took  for  a merchantman,  and 
maimed  five  barges  to  take  possession.  They  were 
permitted  to  come  close  aboard  when  a tremendous 
fire  was  opened  upon  them ; they  had  the  master 
and  two  midshipmen  and  18  men  killed  and  wound- 
ed— the  rest  got  away,  iu;d  the  privateer  being  to 
windward  escaped. 

Boston , Sept.  17.  An  English  ship  of  370  tons, 
full  cargo  pepper,  a prize  to  the  letter  of  marque 
ship  Hycler-Ali,  Thorndike,  arrived  in  Mount  Desert 
harbour  a few  days  since— finding  that  part  of  the 
country  in  possession  of  the  British,  she  stood  out 
again  with  a pilot  on  board— at  night  was  becalmed, 
when  she  was  discovered  by  a frigate  at  anchor  near 
the  land — the  capt.  2d  lieut.  and  sailing  master  of 
toe  frigate  came  in  3 bai-ges  full  of  men,  two  on  one 
side  and  one  on  the  other — as  the  capt.  of  the  fri- 
gate came  over  the  side,  capt.  Oxnard,  prize-anus  ter, 
and  the  pilot  jumped  over  the  other  side  into  the 
pilot’s  boat ; one  of  the  barges  fired  on  the  boat, 
killed  the  pilot,  and  slightly  wounded  capt.  Oxnard, 
hut  he  escaped,  and  arrived  safely  at  Portland  on 
'Tuesday.  The  barges’  crews  which  boarded  the 
‘klflp  on  different  sides,  mistook  each  other  for  the 


enemy,  and  an  engagement  ensued  between  them,  in 
which  the  capt.  was  shot  through  the  shoulder,  anti 
4 men  badly  wounded.  The  plnze  left  the  coast  of 
Sumatra  12th  May.  [The  cargo  of  this  vessel  is  said 
to  h *ve  been  wortii  100,000k  sterling.  ] 

The  U.  States  sloop  Peacock  lately  watered  at 
the  isle  of  Flores — two  British  sloops  ef  war  had 
sailed  in  quest  of  her  from  Fayal.  She  had  burnt 
the  brig  Si  ranger,  from  Buenos  Ayres  for  Liverpool, 

The  Pike,  privateer  of  Baltimore,  was  lately  run 
on  shore  to  avoid  the  British  cruisers  on  the  southern 
coast,  and  went  entirely  to  pieces  : She  had  taken 
23  prizes,  and  had  goods  on  board  worth  $>50,000. 
A part  of  her  crew  were  made  prisoners. 

Gun  boat  No.  140,  by  some  accident  was  blown 
up  at  Occracock,  on  the  23d  ult. — nine  persons  lost 
their  lives  by  the  disaster. 

By  a prize  to  the  Chasseur,  of  Baltimore',  arrived 
at  New-York,  we  learn  that  a fine  American  ship, 
laden  with  seal  skins,  which  had  been  gone  2 years, 
came  into  Buenos  Ayres,  and  was  taken  possession 
of  by  the  British  frigate  Nevius,  by  whom  she  w .s 
sent  to  Rio  Janeiro.  The  ship  had  a British  licence , 
and  the  capt  with  part  of  Ins  crew  were  left  on  shore 
at  Buenos  Ayres.  . 

Several  Portuguese  and  other  vessels*  have  been 
lately  captured  off  our  coast,  and  sent  to  Halifax  on 
a suspicion  of  designing  to  violate  the  blockade. 

Tiie  London  Gazette  of  June  21,  officially  an- 
nounces the  capture  of  the  American  privateers 
Hawk  and  Polly,  by  two  frigates. 

The  southern  coast  is  much  infested  by  the  ene- 
my’s cruisers;  yet  there  are  some  valuable  arrivals 
of  prizes,  and  merchant  vessels.  Those  from  foreign 
voyages  are  chiefly  Baltimore  schooners. 

The  cartel  Analoatan  has  sailed  from  Savannah  for 
Halifax,  with  110  British  prisoners — among  them  the 
officers  late  of  the  Epervier. 

Tiie  news  of  the  capture  of  the  Essex  frigate  gave 
great  joy  in  England;  but  they  did  not  fire  the  tower 
guns  for  the  glorious -victory,. 

The  Wasp  sloop  of  war,  has  arrived  at  Bayonne , 
where  she  was  repairing  damages. 

Tiie  David  Porter,  privateer,  arrived  at  New-York, 
was  chased  nine  hundred  and  forty  miles,  by  a frigate 
and  two  sloops  of  war. 

Governor  Strong,  has  loaned  commodore  Bain- 
bridge,  6 32  pounders  of  the  Slate  artillery  for  the 
defence  of  the  independence  74.  We  are  happy  to 
see  that  governor  Strong,  and  the  people  at  large, 
seem  now  to  feel  the  necessity  of  defending  their 
Independence. 

A New-York  paper  says— The  secretary  of  the  navy' 
has  appointed  commodore  Porter  to  command  the 
Steam-battery  constructed  by  Mr.  Fulton. 

The  Mammoth  privateer  of  Baltimore  is  dealing  de- 
duction to  the  enemy,  off  the  coasts  of  Newfound- 
land. In  imitation  of  the  enemy,  she  has  ordered 
the  fishermen  off  the  Bunks!  She  had  a hard  fight 
with  a large  transport  ship,  with  SCO  or  400  troops;, 
in  which  she  did  not  succeed,  and  had  one  man 
wounded. 

The  York  of  Baltimore,  has  arrived  at  Bos  ton, /died 
with  the  richest  spoils  of  several  vessels  ; among 
them,  them ’East  India  ship  Goromandel,  of  500  tons. 

The  Surprise  of  Baltimore,  has  arrived  at  Salem, 
after  a wonderful  cruize  of  one  month — in  w hich  she 
took  20  prizes;  some  of  them  of  great  value — nine 
or  ten  of  which  she  burnt.  She  is  Full  of  dry  goods. 
Particulars  in  prize  list. 

An  American  sloop  has  been  sent  as  prize  into 
“hismajesty’s”  new  port  of  kastpoiit. 

It  is  ascertained  that  the  enemy  launched  his  ship 
to  carry  110  guns,  at  Kingston,  on  the  10th  of  Sep- 
tember, on  which  occasion  a royal  salute  ’was  fives!* 
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The  Treasury  Report. 

Treasury  Department,  September  2i>,  1814. 

Sin — 1 have  the  honor  lo  transmit  % report  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  “Act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  an  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  De- 
partment.” - 

1 have  Lite  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect, 
sir,  vour  most  obedient,  » 

G.  W CAMPBELL. 

To  tlx  honorable  the  president  of  the  senate,  &t. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  ooctLence  to  the 
act  “supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  «n  act  to 
establish  the  treasury  department,”  has  the  honor 
respectfully  to  submit  to  congress  the  following  re- 
port and  est  mates. 

The  sums  authorised  by  congress  to  be  expended 
during  the  year  1814,  and  for  which  appropriations 
have  been  made,  are  as  follow: 

1.  For  civil,  diplomatic  and  miscellaneous  expences 

Dul.  2,245,355  59 

To  this  sum  is  lo  be  added  the  amount  which  may 
be  payable  ou  tile  following  accounts,  viz.  1.  The 
amount  of  fines,  penalties  and  iormiturea  actualls  re-  - 
ceived  into  the  treasury,  which  is  appropriated  lor  de- 
fraying the  expences  of  courts  of  the  United  Slates. 

2.  Tlie  sums  received  by  the  collectors  of  the  customs 
lor  the  Marine  Hospital  fund,  and  privateer  pension 
fund,  which  are  paid  into  the  treasury  with  the  other 
inoui  s derived  from  the  customs,  but  are  exclusively 
applicable  to  the  two  objects  here  mentioned  respec- 
tively. 3.  The  monies  received  into  the  treasury  for 
the  United  Stat  s’  moiety  of  priz  -s  captured  by  pub- 
lic vessels,  which  belong  exclusively  to  the  navy  pen- 
sion fund.  These  it-ms  are  contingent  and  uncertain, 
until  th*  accounts  for  the  year  are  ruadi  up,  and  their 
amount  asc  -named.  As  th  -y  appear  among  the  re- 
ceipts into  the  treasury,  they  must  be  also  placed 
among  its  xpenditures.  They  may  be  estimated  for 
the  year  1S1-,  at  200,000 

- 2,445,355  59 

2.  Military  expences,  including  the  indian  depart- 
ment, and  the  permanent  appropriation  of20j,c  00  dol- 
lars annually,  for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole 

body,  of  the.  militia  of  the  United  States  24,502,900 

3.  Naval  expences,  including  2 <;,000  dollars  for  the 
purcli;.*-  of  um'.ti'i  appropriated  lit  tiie  act  of  March 

30,  1812  ' 8,169,910  87 

4.  For  the  public  d-;bt,  such  sum  as  the  public  en- 
gagements may  require,  and  which  during  the  year 
7814  may  be  estimat'  d as  follows: 

Inter,  st  on  the  public  debt  existing  previously  to 
the  present  war  l.98p,OpO 

lot  rest  on  the  debt  contracted  during  the  present 
war,  including  tlie  loans  of  the  present  year,  and 
treasury  notes  2.950,  00 

Reimbursement  of  principal,  consisting  of  th“  an- 
nual rei  nbursement  of  tlie  old  six  per  cent,  and  defer- 
red stocks,  temporary  loans  payabi-  during  this  year, 
and  treasury  notes  reimbursable  during  the  same 

7,572,000 

12,502,000 

But  for  these  purposes  there  had  been  advanced 
from  the  treasury  during  the  year  1813,  to  sundry 
commissioners  of  Joans,  beyond  the  demands  upon 
them  for  the  year  1813,  and  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
United  States  as  ageut  for  the  commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  fund,  about  350,000 

Leaving  payable  during  the  year  1814  12,15  :,ooo 


might  be  applied  a sum  sufficient  to  cover  the  whole 
amount  of  the  authorised  expenditures,  and  which 
would  be  2,727,507  4© 

47,270,172  40 

Tae  accounts  of  the  treasury  have  as  yet  been  rusale 
up  only  for  the  two  first  quarters  of  the  year  1814,  or 
to  the  3oth  of  June  of  ilut  year.  The  annexed  state- 
ment marked  A shows  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
at  the  treasury,  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year 
1813,  which  have  not  before  been  communicated  to 
congress,  and,  separately,  those  of  the  two  first 
quarters  of  the  year  1814. 

Bv  this  statement  it  appears  that  the  payments 
from  the  treasury  during  the  first  half  of  the  present 
yeaa*,  have  been,  for  civil,  diplomatic  and  miscella- 
neous expences  i,444,o62  60 

Military  expence*  11,210,238 

Naval  do.  4,012,899  90 

Public  debt  3,026,580  77 

19,693,781  27 

And  would  leave  payable  during  the  remainder 
of  tbt  year,  on  those  several  accounts,  the  following 
stmts: 

Fojr  civil,  diplomatic  and  miscellaneous 
pence*  1.001,292  99 

Military  expences  13,292,668 

Na^al  do,  4,157,010  97 

Public  debt  9,125,419  23 

27,576,391  1® 


47,270,172  46 

Tlie  receipts  into  the  treasury  during  the  first;  lulf 
♦ ft  i>v  present  year,  have  been  as  follows : 

For  idle  proceeds  of  the  customs  4,182,088  25 

Pubic  lands  (including  those  in  the  Mississppi 
territory,  tlie  proceeds  of  which  are  now  payable 
to  tin  iiate  of  Georgia)  540,066  68 

Int  rnal  duties  and  direct  tax  2,139,2^2  4® 

Postage  and  incidental  receipt*  166,744 


Loajti  of  7 1-2  millions,  under  the  act  of  August 
!2d,  1313  3,59,665 

Loan  of  10  millions  (part  of  25  millions)  under- 
lie act  of  March  24, 1814,  6,087,011 


7,07%1 70  3* 


9,679,676 

Tr  asurv  notes  issued  under  the  act  of 
Fell.  . 4.  1813,  1,070,000 

Treasury  note*  issued  under  the  act  of 
March  4,  1814,  1,392,100 

2,462,100 


•12,141,776  ’ 


19,219,916  38 

And  there  remained  cash  in  the  treasury  on  the 
1st  of Jul),  1814,  4,72^639  32’ 

Dolls.  23,94  ?,585  65 

To  make  up  the  sum,  therefore,  which  will  be 
wanted  to  meet  the  expenditures  as  above  esti- 
mated, there  must  be  obtained  during  the  third 
and  fourth  quarters  of  the  present  year,  23,327,586  81 


4V?270,i72  46 

The  means  by  which  this  sum  was  to  be  provided 
were  the  following:' 

1.  Monies  receivable  on  account  of  the  public  re- 
venue, and  which  were  estimated  as  follows; 

From  the  customs  6,50  ’,000 

Sales  of  public  lands  6"Vy.00 

Direct  tax  and  internal  duties  3, 300,^00 

Postage  and  incidental  expences  50,000 

10,950,000 

1 2.  Monies  receivable  for  the  proceeds  of  loans  and 
for  treasury  notes,  to  be  issued  as  follows: 

Amount  payable  into  the  treasury  during 
tlie  year  1814,  of  the  loan  of  seven  and  a 
half  millions,  made  under  the  act  of  Aug.  2, 

3813 

Amount  authorised  to  be  borrowed  by 
the  act  of  March  25,  1814, 

Amount  authorised  by  the  act  of  March  4, 

,1814,  to  be  issued  in  treasury  notes  5,000,000 


3,592,665 

25,000.000 


Anil  it  was  estimated,  that  out  of  the  balance  of 
cash  remaining  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  dav  of  Jan. 
J814,  which  amounted  to  5,196,482  dollars,  there 


33,592,66 5 


Dols.  47,270,172  46 

And  the  further  sum  of  1,503,000  dollars,  which 
i’s  the  least  that  ought  at  any  time  during  a state  of 
\ var  to  be  left  in  the  treasury,  making 

^24,1:27,586  81 

Of  this  amount  it  is  estimated  that  tin  re  will  be 
l drived  from  the  various  sources  of  existing  revenue, 
;h  e following  sums  viz,: 

1 Tom  the  customs  2,830,000 

) t has  not  been  practicable  to’prepare  the  statement  s 
oft  his  and  of  the  other  branches  of  the  revenue,  in  ih  e 
uso  al  official  form,  to  be  communicated  to  congress  a t 
tliii  i time.  Some  of  tlie  statements  have  been  hereto  - 
Ton  j regularly  given  for  periods  terminating  on  tin 
3 it  ii  of  Sept,  and  to  preserve  the  series  unimpaired, 
ih«  ir  preparation  is  postponed  until  they  can  be  made  -, 
of  t terminating  with  that  day.  They  will  htreafuf 
be  laid  before  congress  in  tlie  proper  form.  The  a* 
mt  unt  of  the  custom  house  duties  which  accrued 
du  ring  the  year  1813  was  7,070,000  dollars.  Dtirii!{ 
tb  j two  first  quarters  of  the  present  year  they  amount- 
ed to  about  3,000,000  dollars;  but  during  the  two  last 
qv  arters  will  not  probably  exceed  one  million. 

The  amount  receivable  into  the  treasury  during  tb® 
y<  ar  18J4,  from  bonds  outstanding  at  the  commence? 
id  -nt  of  the  year,  and  from  the  duties  accruing  am! 
v*  aivh  will  become  payable  during  that  year,  is  esti- 


i 
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mated  at  7.000,00?  dollars,  which  is  50'’ ,000  dollars  move 
than  was  heretofore  estimated.  Of this  suns,  4,- 8.. ,083 
dollars  and  : 5 cents,  was  paid  during  the  first  half  of 
the  year,  and  will  leave  payable  during  the  remainder 
of  the  year^he  sums  here  stated. 

Sale's  of  Public  Lands . The  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  sold  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  which  are  now 
payable  to  the  state  of  Georgia,  are  In-ought  into  the 
u-y  in  the  same  manner  as  the  monies  derived 
the  sales  of  other  public  lands.  As  the  amount 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury  to  the  state  of  Georgia 


appears  among  the  public  expenditures,  it  is  proper 
that  these  monies  should  be  placed  among  the  receipts 
of  the  Tre  asury.  Including  the  proceeds  of  the  lands 


in  the  Mississippi  territory,  the  receipts  during  the 
year  18i4  are  estimated  at  900,000  dollars,  of  which 
540,065  dollars  and  68  cents,  having  been  received 
during  the  two  first  quarters  of  the  year,  there  will  be 
receivable  during  the  two  last  quarters 

Internal  Duties  and  Direct  Tax.  The  receipts  into 
the  Treasury  from  these  sources  during  the  present 
year,  will  fully  equal  the  estimate  h.  retofere  made. 
These  taxes  are  paid  readily  and  cheerfully.  The  tli- 
Teet  tax  is  in  collection  in  more  than  three  fourths 
of  the  districts,  and  will  shortly  be  in  the  same  state 
in  all  the  districts,  except  two  or  three  where  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  competent  persons  to  act  as  as- 
sessors has  produced  some  delay.  In  several  of  the 
districts  the  collection  is  already  nearly  completed.  The 
amount  estimated  as  receivable  from  these  two  sources 
was  3,800.000  dollars.  Of  this  sum  there  was  received 
prior  to  ti.e  1st  of  July  last  2,189,272  dollars  and  40 
cents,  and  leaves  to  be  received  during  the  remainder 
of  t he  year 

Postage  and  Incidental  Receipts.  These  were  esti- 
mated for  the  whole  year,  at  50,000  dollars.  Including 
repayments,  prize  money  and  the  arrears  of  the  former 
direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  there  was  received,  on 
tht-s*  accounts,  during  the  first  half  of  the  year 
766,714  dollars.  These  receipts  are  so  casual  and  un- 
certain that  it  is  difficult  to  make  any  estimate  of 
t heir  amount.  During  the  remainder  of  the  year, 
they  may,  perhaps  be  expected  to  produce 


360,000 


1*610,000 


P0,000 


£ Total  amount  receivable  for  revenue 


Dolls.  4,840,000  i 


the  loan  of  ten  millions,  prior  to  the  1st  of  Jwlv 
W/iH,  leaving’  to  be  paid  after  that  day* 
oo,/ 0^,045.  Of  this  sum,  a failure  of  payment  on 
the  days  fixed  by  terms  of  the  loan,  of  about  l,900,00Cr 
dollars  has  taken  place  ; and  it  is  doubtful  whether 
the  payment  tyill  be  effected.  No  more,  therefore, 
can  be  relied  c*  towards  the  supply  necessary  for  the 
th;rd  and  fourth  quarters  of  the  year  1814,  than 
what  has  been  already  paid  and  amounting:  to  about 

g 1,800,000. 

Proposals  wjjre  again  invited  on  the  22d  of  August, 
for  a lo'in  of  six  millions  of  dollars,  in  further  exe- 
cution of  the  power  contained  in  the  act  of  the  24tk 
of  March,  for  borrowing  twenty-five  millions.  The 
whole  amount  offered  was  only  2,823,300  dollars,  of 
which  100,000  dollars  were  at  rates  less  than  8t;  per 
cent,  and  2,213,000  dollars  were  at  the  rate  of  80 
dollars  in  fhowe.y  for  100  dollars  of  six  per  cent 
stock.  The  remaining- sura  of  510,300  dollars  was 
offered  at  various  rates  from  80  to  88.  Notwith- 
standing the  reduced  rate  at  which  the  greater  part 
of  the  above  sum  was  proposed,  yet  as  the  market 
price  of  stock  hardly  exceeded  80  per  cent : as  there 
was  no  prospect  of  obtaining  the  money  on  better 
terms,  and  as  it  was  indhpenslble  for  the  public 
service,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  accept  the  sums 
offered  at  that  rale.  Including  the  sums  offered  at 
rates  more  favorable  to  the  United  States  than  that 
here  stated,  the  whole  amount. of  the  proposals  ac- 
cepted, was  2,723,300  dollars  ; and  a further  sum 
)f  207,000  dollars  has  been  since  accepted  at  the 
;ame  rate  ; making  the  whole  amount  taken  of  this 
'oan,  2,930,300  dollars. 

The  annexed  papers  under  the  letter  C.  relate  to 
i his  loan. 

Some  of  the  persons  who  originally  made  propo- 
sals for  this  loan,  which  were  accepted,  have  since 


Under  the  act  of  the  24th  of  March,  181 4£  by 
which  the  president  was  authorised  to  borrow  twen- 
ty-five millions  of  dollars,  a loan  was  opened  on  the 

2d  of  Mav.  for  ten  millions  of  dollars  in  part  of  that  L - „ ...  ,,  , ,,  , — . 

sum  A loan  for  ton  millions  of  dollar,™,  ctmsi- P™ "ot‘“  ‘ lhe> T“uld  ■*  ca.ry  thcr  propo- 
dered  as  more  likely  to  prove  successful,  than  if  an  f?!*  f° ,e“cul“n-  1 ,e  suras  in  ™ ' l“  winch 

SSStpt  were  made  to  obtain  the  whote  amount  otfc  fj  / r P 7’  “T  ° tl0*°S°  d"1 
c...  Bars,  and  there  can,  therefore,  be  relied  on  fertile 


twenty-five  millions  at  once.  The  sums  offered  for 
this  lloan  amounted  to  11,900,806  dollars,  of  which 
2,671,750  dollars  were  at  rates  less  than  88  per  cent, 
and  1,183,400  dollars  at  rates  less  tlran  85  per  cent. 
Of  this  sum  of  9,229,056  dollars,  which  were  offer- 
ed at  138  per  cent,  or  at  rates  move  favorable  to  the 
United  States,  five  millions  were  offered  with  the 
condition  annexed  that  if  terms  more  favorable  to 
the  lenders  should  be  allowed  for  any  part  of  the 
twenty-five  millions  authorized  to  be  borrowed  the 
present  jHear,  the  same  terms  should  be  extended  to 
those  hoBling  the  stock  of  the  ten  million  loan. — 
Taking  into  consideration  the  expectation  then  en- 
tertained of  an  early  return  of  peace,  and  the  im- 
portance of  maintaining  unimpaired  the  public  cre- 
dit, by  sustaining  the  price  of  stock  in  the  mean- 
time  : and  ialso  considering  the  measure  was  sane 
tioned  by  precedent,  it  was  agreed  to  accept  thea 
1 oan  with  Mat  condition.  Had  the  sum  to  which  the} 
condition  was  annexed  been  rejected,  the  consequence 
would  have  been  to  reduce  the  amount  obtained  iV> 
less  than  fife  millions,  a sum  altogether  inadequate 
to  the  public  demands  ; or,  by  depressing  the  stoa}^ 
to  85  per  cent,  to  have  obtained  only  a little  mote 
than  six  millions,  which  would  still  have  been  in- 
sufficient to  answer  the  purposes  of  government.4- 
Orffers  were  subsequently  made  to  this  loan,  of  sun’ 
amounting  to  566,000  dollars,  which  were  accept 
.pn  the  sacie  terms  as  the  original  offers,  and  au 
men  ted'  t!ib  amount  of  the  loan  which  was  taken 
9,795,0‘56|dollars. 

The  pap  _rs  annexed  under  the  letter  B.  exhibit  tit 
particulars  relating  to  thjs  loan. 

There  was  paid,  into  the  treasury  on  account 


the 

)roceeds  of  this  loan,  only  g>2, 520,300. 

Monies  having  been  heretofore  obtained  by  the 
nited  States  on  loan  in  Europe,  upon  favorable 
erms  ; and  the  punctuality  and  fidelity  with  which 
Ihey  were  repaid,  having  established  their  credit 
here,  on  a firm  and  respectable  footing,  it  Was  de-. 
irmined,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulties  experi- 
nced  in  obtaining  at  home  the  sums  requisite  for 
file  public  service,  to  try  the  market  in  that  quar- 
ter. To  effect  this  purpose  the  requisite  powers  and 
istnictions  have  been  given  for  negociating  a loan 
or  six  millions  of  dollars,  as  a f urther  part  of  the 
oan  of  twenty- five  millions  authorised  by  the  act  of 
he  24th  of  March  last  ; and  in  order  to  facilitate 
this  object,  six  per  cent,  stock  to  that  amount  has 
been  constituted  and  transmitted,  with  directions 
for  its  sale,  if  that  shall  be  found  the  most  advan- 
tageous mode  for  obtaining  the  money.  The  result,, 
however,  of  this  experiment  is  not  certain  and  the 
proceeds,  in  case  it  should  be  successful,  will  not 
probably  come  into  the  treasury  in  the  course  of  the 
present  year.  They  cannot,  therefore,  be  placed 
among  the  resources  of  this  year  ; but  as  this  sum 
forms  part  of  that  which  was  authorised  to  be 
borrowed,  and  which  will  be  necessary  for  the  ser-  - 
vice  of  the  present  year,  further  authority  will  be 
required  from  congress  for  oblaining  this  sum  by 
loan  or  otherwise  ; in  which  case  the  proceeds  of 
the  negociation  undertaken  in  Europe  will  be  ap- 
plicable to  th$  service  of  the  enduing  year. 

With  a view  to  avoid  the  inconvenient  increase  of 
stock  in  the  market,  and  its  consequent  deprecia- 
I lion,  an  effort  was  made  to  obtain  temporary  loans 
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From  the  brinks  by  special  contracts  , but  the  at- 
tempt was  not  attended  with  success. 

The  amount  of  treasury  notes  issued  pr  ior  to  the 
1st  of  July  last,  under  the  act  of  the  4th  of  March, 
1814,  was  §1,392,100.  Those  since, issued,  amount 
to  Sl.512,300.  The  annexed  statement  marked  E. 
shows  the  particulars  relating-  to  these  notes  ; and 
in  the  paper  marked  D.  account  is  given  of  those 
treasury  notes  issued  u der  he  act  of  the  25th  of 
February,  1813,  which  hav>-  not  been  heretofore  re- 
ported to  congress. 

There  are  now  in  circula:  on  near  8,000,000  of  dol- 


spect fully  suggested,  that  additional  inducements 
should  be  offered  to  capitalists  to  advance  their 
money,  by  affording  an  ample  and  unequivocal  se- 
curity for  the  regular  payment  of  the  interest,  and 
reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  such  loans  as  may 
be  obtained.  This  may  be  effected  bv  establishing 
an  adequate  revenue,  and  pledging  the  same  spec!-. 
ficaily  for  that  purpose. 

It  is  also  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  con. 
gress,  whether  treasury  notes  might  not,  by  aug- 
menting the  rate  of  interest  they  now  bear,  and  se- 
curing  its  payment  as  well  as  their  eventual  reim- 
lars  in  treasury  note*  ; of  which,  during  the  fourth  bursement,  by  an  adequate  revenue  pledged  for  that 

;r  of  the  present  yar,  notes  for  more  than  purpose,  be  placed  on  a footing  better  calculated  than 


quarter 

four  millions  of  dollars  will  become  reimbursable. 


, . , than 

at  present,  to  sustain  then*  credit,  encourage  their 
circulation,  and  answer  with  more  certainty The  pur- 
poses of  government.  1 

The  estimates  for  the  service  of  the  year  1815  have 
not  yet  been  prepared.  It  is  certain,  however,  if 
the  war  continues,  that  a sum  will  be  required,  at 
least  equal  to  that  demanded  for  the  present  year 
and  under  the  head  of  public  debt,  an  additional  sum 
sufficient  for  t!ic  payment  of  tlie  interest  on  the 
loans  made  in  thes meantime. 

By  the  plan  of  finance  which  was  adopted  at  the 


A part  of  them  may  perhaps  be  replaced  by  new 
notes;  but  it  is  not*beiieved  that,  upon  their  present 
footing,  more  than  two  millions  and  a half  of  dollars 
can  thus  be  replaced.  This  would  still  leave  more 
than  six  millions  of  dollars  of  notes  in  circulation, 
which  the  experience  of  two  years  has  shown  to  be 
nearly  as  large  a sum,  while  the  other  circulating 
paper  medium  of  the  country  remained  unembarrass- 
ed, and  maintained  itself  in  the  public  confidence, 
as  can  in  their  present  shape  be  freely  and  easily 
circulated.  Notes  of  a smaller  denomination  than  commencement  of  the  present  war 
those  heretofore  issued,  have  been  prepared,  and 
will  probably,  by  passing  into  a more  numerous  and 
extensive  class  of  the  money  transactions  of  indi- 
viduals, carry  a greater  quantity  into  circulation. — 

There  having  been  already  issued  since  the  1st  of 
July,  treasury  notes  amounting  to  1,500,000  dollars, 

&.  it  being  estimated  that  a further  sum  of  2,500,000 
dollars  may  be  put  in  circulation  previously  to  the 
end  of  tiie  present  year,  the  amount  estimated  to  be 
derived  from  this  source  during. the  third  and  fourth 
quarters  of  the  year  will  be  §4,000,000. 

The  means  then,  for  meeting-  the  demands  upon 
the  ‘reasury  during  the  last  half  of  the  present  year, 
as  now  ascertained,  are  estimated  as  follows  : j 

From  the  Revenue,  4,S40.0CC 

Loans  under  the  *:5  million  act,  vi%. 

1,800,000 

2, 5>  0,000 

— 4,3*0.000 


. this  additional 
sum  would  be  all  that  would  be  required  to  be  raised 
by  new  taxes  during  the  year  1815,  except  what 
migat  be  necessary  to  make  good  a deficiency  in 
any  of  the  existing  revenues.  According  to  that 
plan  of  finance,  the  expenditures  to  be  covered  by 
the  revenue  during  the  year  1815,  would  be  as  fol- 
lows : 

Expanee  of  the  peace  establishment  - 030  onf, 

Interest  on  the  debt  exhibiting  prior  to  the 

Interest  on  the  debt  contracted  since  the  war  * ’ ^ 

including  treasury  notes,  and  including  the  itw 
terest  which  will  become  payable  during  the 
year  1S15,  on  debt  contracted  within  that  year  4,600,000 

6,500,000 


Loan  of  10  millions 
Loan  of  6 millions 


rpi  . IS, 500,000 

1 he  revenues  as  now  established,  are  estimated 
to  produce  during  the  year  1815,  the  following 
sums,  viz  : e 


Treasury  Notes 


And  leave  still  to  be  obtained 


The  difficulties  already  experienced  in  obtaining 
loans,  and  the  terms  on  which  it  has  been  found  ne- 
cessary to  accept  them,  sufficiently*  show  the  pro 
propriety  of  congress  adopting  effective  measures 
for  procuring  the  sums  still  required  for  the  service 
of  the  residue  of  the  present,  as  well  as  for  that  of 
the  ensuing  year. 

The  suspension  of  payments  in  specie  by  many  of 
the  most  considerable  banks  in  the  United  States, 
and  of  those  most  important  in  the  money*  operations 
of  the  treasury,  has  produced,  and  will  continue  to 
©ause  difficulties  and  embarrassments,  in  those  opera- 
tions. Tiie  circulating  medium  of  the  country, 
which  has  consisted  principally  of  bank  notes,  'is 
placed  upon  a new  and  uncertain  footing;  and  those 
difficulties  and  embarrassments  will  extend  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree  into  the  pecuniary  operations 
of  the  citizens  in  general.  The  powers  of  congress, 
so  far  as  they  extend,  will  be  required  to  be  exerted 
in- providing  a remedy  for  these  evils,  and  in  placing 
if  practicable,  the  currency  of  the  country  on  a more 
wnitorm,  certain  and  stable  footing. 

If  further  reliance  must  be  had  on  loans,  it  is  re- 


Customs.  While  the  whole  navy  of  the  enemy  Is  dis- 
9,160,000  f'>r  th8  wtwrupiiun  of  our,  trade,  this  source 

4,000,000 ! ps  “af  fa"aot  e ,.Vu  y P^cth  e.  From  bonds 
’ ’ 1 which  will  be  outstanding  at  the  commencement  of 

i the  year  1815, and  from  the  duties  which  will  accrue 
during  that  year,  it  is  estimated  that  there  will  be  re- 
ceived into  the  treasury 
Sales  of  Public  Lands 

Infenud  Duties.  These  will,  all  bring  their  full  a- 
mounts  into  the  treasury  during  the  year  1815,  and 
Mill,  it  IS  behaved,  produce  a uet  sum  of 

edh.n^i5,0i'direCttax  of  l814>  w,1’ch  'vil1  be  recti v. 
Postage  and  other  incidental  receipts 

Total  amount 
And  leaving  to  be  provided 


13,1 60, '00 
1 1,660,000 


2-1,820,000 


4,000,000 
8,00','.  Of) 


2.700.000 

600,000 

100,000 

8, -00,000 

5.300.000 


rT*  , i t • . . 13,500,000 

Towards  making  up  this  sum  of  5,30 0,000  dollars 
a.  continuance  of  the  direct  tax  will  it  is  believed,  be 
necessary;  but  at  its  present  rate,  it  will  not  produce 
net  to  the  treasury  more  than  two  2,600,000  dollars. 

In  order  to  provide  the  remaining  sum  of  2,700,000 
dollars,  as  well  as  such  other  sums  as  maybe  deem- 
ed requisite  for  the  objects  herein  before  suggested 
it  will  oe  for  congress  to  consider  how  far  it  would 
be  exped-.ent  to  increase  this' tax  as  well  as  (he  pre- 
sent internal  duties;  and  also,  what  new  objects  of 
taxation  may  for  that  purpose  be  most  advantage- 
ously resorted  to.  45 

But  the  plan  of  finance  above  referred  to,  assumed 
as  one  of  the  grounds  upon  which  it  depended,  that 
i .ans  might  be  annually  obtained  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war  for  the  amount  of  the  extraordinary 
expenditures  occasioned  by  it.  Tiie  experience  of 
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the  present  year  furnishes  ground  to  doubt  whether 
this  be  practicable,  at  least  in  the  shape  in  which  | 
loans  have  been  hitherto  attempted.  Nor  is  it  even 
certain  that  the  establishing  and  pledging  of  reve- ; 
nues  adequate  to  the  punctual  payment  of  the  in-  ( 
teres t and  eventual  reimbursement  of  the  principal  i 
of  the  sums  which  will  be  required  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1815,  would  enable  the  treasury  to  obtain 
them  through  the  medium  of  loans  effected  in  the  • 
ordinary  way.  . j 

With  this" view  of  the  subject,  it  is  respectfully  { 
submitted  whether  it  should  not  be  expedient  to  ex-  j 
tend  the  provisions  to  be  made  for  the  service  of  the  | 
ensuing  year,  beyond  those  contemplated  in  this  plan  ( 
of  finance,  hitherto  pursued  for  carrying  on  the  w -r; 
so  as  to  provide  by  means  other  than  loans  tor  at  least  j 
a portion  of  the  extraordinary  expenditures  occasion-  j 
ed  thereby.  This  would  have  a tendency  to  ensure 
public  confidence  and  preserve  and  confirm  public 
credit. 

The  present  state  of  the  country,  growing  out  of 
the  unjust  policy  of  the  enemy,  as  well  as  the  unusual 
manner  in  which  he  prosecutes  the  war,  calls  for  new 
and  extraordinary  exertions  on  the  part  of  the  nation, 
and  the  means  requisite  to  meet  the  expenditures 
which  these  may  occasion  ought  to  be  provided. 

The  resources  of  the  nation  are  not  exhausted;  they 
are  ample,  and  the  occasion  requires  they  should  he 
brought  into  full  activity. 

The  very  expenditures  which  render  necessary  the 
imposition  of  additional  taxes  will  themselves  haVe 
increased  in  the  community  the  ability  to  discharge 
them. 

The  promptitude  and  cheerfulness  with  which  the 
present  taxes  are  paid,  afford  the  best  pledges  of  the 
spirit  with  which  the  people  will  meet  such  demands 
as  the  interest  and  safety  of  the  country  may  require. 

A people  who  have  not  only  tasted,  but  enjoyed  in 
their  full  extent,  the  blessings  of  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence for  more  than  thirty  years,  cannot  consider  any 
sacrifices  too  great  which  are  found  indispensable  to 
preserve  them  inviolate. 

Those  sacrifices,  however,  which  maybe  demand- 
ed by  the  present  crisis  in  our  affairs  will  be  of  a tem- 
porary nature  only;  for  while  we  may  fairly  calculate 
that  with  the  termination  of  the  present  contest,  the 
duration  of  which  will  be  shortened  in  proportion  to 
the  vigor  and  unanimity  with  which  it  is  sustained  on 
our  part,  will  cease  the  expenditures  consequent  an  a 
state  of  war,  and  render  no  longer  necessary  a conti- 
nuance of  those  extraordinary  revenues  established  to 
provide  the  supplies  requisite  for  that  object,  we 
may  with  equal  confidence  rely  that  the  growing  re- 
venue arising  from  the  commerce  of  a few  prosperous 
years  of  peace,  will  be  found  sufficient  to  redeem  the 
pledges  which  have  been  made  to  the  public  credi- 
tors, and  thus  relieve  the  people  from  those  burdens, 
which  times  of  danger  and  difficulties  rendered  indis- 
pensable. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

G.  W.  CAMPBELL. 
Treasury  department , September  23,  1814. 


Macomb’s  victory. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  brig,  gen  Macomb,  to  the  secre- 
tary of  -war,  dated 

Head-quarters,  Plattsburgh,  September  IStb,  1814. 

sin — I have  the  honor  to  communicate,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  war  department,  the  particulars  of 
the  advance  of  the  enemy  into  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  the  circumstances  attending  the 
.siege  of  the  posts  entrusted  to  my  charge. 

The  governor  general  of  the  Canadas,  sir  George 
Prevost,  having  collected  all  the  disposable  force  in 


lower  Canada,  with  a view  of  conquering  the  couti* 
try  as  far  as  Crown  Po.nt  and  Ticonderoga,  entered, 
the  territories  of  the  United  States  on  the  first  of 
the  mon  h,  and  occupied  the  village  of  Champlain  j- 
there  avowed  his  intentions,  and  issued  orders  and- 
proclamations  tending  to  dissuade  the  people  fiom 
their  allegiance,  and  inviting  them  to  furnish  his 
army  with  provisions.  He  immediately  began  to 
impress  the  waggons  and  teams  in  the  vicinity,  and 
loaded  them  with  his  heavy  baggage  and  stores. — 
Prom  this  I was  persuaded  he  intended  to  attack 
this  place.  I had  but  just  returned  from  the  lines, 
where  1 had  commanded  a fine  brigade,  which  was 
broken  up  to  form  the  division  under  maj.  gen.  Iz- 
ard, ordered  to  the  westward.  Being  senior  officer, 
he  left  me  in  command  ; and,  except  the  four  com- 
panies of  the  6th  regiment,  I had  not  an  organized 
battalion  among  those  remaining.  The  garrison  was 
composed  of  convalescents  and  recruits  of  the  new 
regiments — all  in  the  greatest  confusion,  as  well  as 
the  ordnance  and  stores,  and  the  works  in  no  state 
of  defence. 

To  create  an  emulation  and  zeal  among  the  offi- 
cers and  men  in  completing  the  works,  I divided 
them  into  detachments,  and  placed  them  near  the 
several  forts  ; declaring  in  orders,  that  each  de- 
tachment was  the  garrison  of  its  own  work,  and 
bound  to  defend  it  to  the  last  extremity. 

The  enemy  advanced  cautiously  and  by  short 
marches,  and  our  soldiers  worked  day  and  night) 
so  that  by  the  time  he  made  his  appearance  before 
the  place,  we  were  prepared  to  receive  him. 

General  Izard  named  the  principal  work  fort  Mo~ 
reau , and  to  remind  the  troops  of  the  actions  of  theyr 
brave  countrymen,  l called  the  redoubt  on  the  right 
fort  Brown,  and  that  on  the  left  fort  Scott.  Besides 
these  three  works,  we  have  two  block  houses  strong- 
ly fortified. 

Finding,  on  examining  the  returns  of  the  garrison, 
that  our  force  did  not  exceed  fifteen  hundred  effec- 
tive men  for  duty,  and  well  informed  that  the  enemy 
had  as  many  thousands,  I called  on  general  Mooers, 
of  the  New-York  militia,  and  arranged  with  him 
plans  for  bringing  forth  the  militia  en  masse.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  village  fled  with  their  families 
and  effects,  except  a few  worthy  citizens  and  some 
boys,  who  formed  themselves  into  a party,  received 
rifles,  and  were  exceedingly  useful.  By  the  fourth  of 
the  month,  general  Mooers  collected  about  seven 
i hundred  militia,  and  advanced  seven  miles  on  the 
I Beckman  town  road,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the 
j enemy,  and  to  skirmish  with  him  as  he  advanced; 
also  to  obstruct  the  road  with  fallen  trees,  and  to 
break  up  the  bridges. 

On  the  lake  road  at  Dead  creek  bridge,  I posted 
two  hundred  men  under  captain  Sproul  of  the  13th 
regiment  wi'h  orders  to  abbatis  the  woods,  to  place 
obstructions  in  the  road,  and  to  fortify  himself;  to 
this  party  I added  two  field  pieces.  In  advance  of 
that  position,  was  lieutenant  colonel  Appling,  with 
110  riflemen,  watching  the  movements  of  the  enemy, 
and  procuring  intelligence.  It  was  ascertained,  that 
before  day-light  on  tne  sixth,  the  enemy  would  ad- 
vance in  two  columns,  on  the  two  roads  before  men- 
tioned, dividing  at  Sampson’s,  a little  below  Ghazy 
village.  The  column  on  the  Beckman  Town  road 
proceeded  most  rapidly  ; the  militia  skirmished  with 
his  advanced  parties,  and,  except  a few  brave  men, 
fell  back  most  precipitately  in  the  greatest  disorder, 
notwithstanding  the  British  troops  did  not  deign  to 
fire  on  them,  except  by  their  flankers  and  advanced 
flat  roles.  The  night  previous,  I ordered  m jor  Wool 
to  advance  with  a detachment  of  250  men  to  support 
the  militia,  and  set  them  an  example  of  firmness. — 
Also,  Capt.  Leonard  of  the  light  artillery  was  direct- 
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ed  to  proceed  wit]!  two  pieces  to  be  on  the  ground 
before  day  ; yet  he  did  not  make  his  appearance  un- 
til 8 o’clock,  when  the  enemy  had  approached  with- 
in two  miles  of  the  village.  With  his  conduct,, 
therefore,  l am  not  well  pleased.  Major  Wool,  with 
his  party,  disputed  the  road  with  great  obstinacy, 
but  the  militia  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  stand,! 
notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  their  general  and ! 
staff  officers  ; although  the  fields  were  divided  by j 
strong  stone  walls,  and  they  were  told  that  tue  ene- 1 
my  could  not  possibly  cut  them  off.  1 he  state  dra- j 
goons  of  New -York  wear  red  coats,  and  they  being) 
on  the  heights  to  watch  the  enemy,  gave  constant) 
alarm  to  the  militia,  who  mistook  them  for  the  ene- 
my, and  feared  his  getting  in  their  rear.  Finding! 
the  enemy’s  columns  had  penetrated  within  a mile 
of  Plattsburgh,  I dispa'ehed  my  aid  de  c.mp,  lieut. 
Koot,  to  bring  off  the  detachment  at  Dead  Creek, 
and  to  inform  lieut.  col.  Appfing  that  I wished  him 
to  fall  on  the  enemy’s  right  flank  The  colonel  for- 
tunately arrived  just  in  time  to  save  his  retreat  and 
to  fall  in  with  the  head  of  a column  debouching  from 
the  woods.  Here  he  poured  in  a destructive  fire 
from  his  riflemen  at  rest,  and  continued  to  annoy 
the  column  until  he  form1!  i junction  with  major 
Woolf  Tae  field  pieces  did  considerable  execution 
among  the  enemv’s  columns.  So  undaunted,  howe 
ver,  was  the  enemy,  that  he  n ver  deployed  in  his 
whole  march,  artways  pressing  on  in  column.  Find- 
ing that  every  road  was  full  of  troops  crowding  on 
us  on  all  sides,  *1  ordered  ihe  field  pieces  to  retire 
across  the  bridge  and  form  a battery  for.  its  projec- 
tion, and  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  infantry,  which 
was  accordingly  dose,  and  the  parties  of  tippling,* nd 
/Too/,  as  well  as  that  of  Sprout,  retired  alternately, 
keeping  up  a brisk  fire  until  they  got  under  cover 
of  the  works.  The  enemy’s  light  trops  occupied 
the  houses  near  the  bridge,  and  kept  up  a constant 
firing  from  the  windows  and  balconies,  and  annoyed 
us  much.  I ordered  diem  t-o  be  driven  out  with  hot 
shot,  which  soon  put  the  houses  in  flames,  md  oblig- 
ed these  sharp  shooters  to  retire.  The  whole  day, 
until  it  was  too  late  to  see,  the  enemy’s  light  troops 
endeavored  to  drive  our  guards  from  the  bridge,  but 
they  suffered  dearly  for  their  perseverance.  An  at- 
tempt was  also  made  to  cross  the  upper  bridge  where 
the  m litia  handsomely  drove  them. 

The  column  which  marched  by  the  lake  road  was 
much  impeded  by  the  obstructions,  and  the  removal 
of  the  bridge  at  Dead  Creek,  and  as  it  passed  the 
creek  and  beach,  the  gallies  kept  up  a lively  and 
galling  fire. 

Our  troops  being  nowall  on  the  south  side  of  the 
S 'ranac,  1 directed  the  planks  to  be  taken  off  the 
b-idg?s  and  piled  up  in  the  form  of  breastworks  to 
cover  our  parties  intended,  for  disputing  the  pass  ige, 
which  afterwards  enabled  us  to  hold  the  bridges 
against  very  superior  numbers. 

From  the  7th  to  the  11th,  the  enemy  was  employ- 
ed in  getting  on  his  battering  train,  and  erecting  his 
batteries  and  approaches,  and  constantly  skirmish 
ing  at  the  bridges  and  fords,  By  this  time  the  nrcili- 
litia  of  New-York,  and  the  volunteers  of  Vermont 
were  pouring  in  from  all  quarters.  I advised  gen. 
Mooers  to  keep  his  force  along  the  Saranac  to  pre- 
vent the  enemy’s  crossing  the  river,  and  to  send  a 
strong  body  in  his  rear  to  h amiss  him  day  and  night, 
and  keep  him  in  continual  alarm. 

The  militia  behaved  with  great  spirit  after  the  first 
da}’,  and  the  volunteers  of  Vermont  were  exceeding- 
ly serviceable.  Our  regular  troops-,  notwithstanding 
the  constant  skirmishing,  and  repeated  endeavors  of 
the  enemy  to  cross  the  river,  kept  at  their  work 
day  and  night  strengthening  the  defences,  and  evinc- 
ed a determination  to  holjl  out  to  the  last  extremity. 


It  was  reported  that  the  enemy  only  waited  the 
arrival  of  his  flotilla  to  make  a general  attack. — 
Aboil i eiglu.  in  the  evening  of  the  11th,  as  was  ex* 
peered,  the  flotilla  appeared  in  sight  round  Cumber- 
land Head,  and  at  nine  bore  down  and  engaged  our 
flotilla  at  anchor  in  the  Bay  off  the  town.  At  the 
same  instant  the  batteries  were  opened  upon  us,  and 
continued  throwing  bomb-shell »,  skrapnells,  balls 
and  Congreve  rockets  until  sunset,  when  the  bom- 
bardment ceased,  every  battery  of  the  enemy  being 
silenced  by  the  superiority  of  our  fire.  The  naval 
engagement  lasted  but  two  hours  in  full  view  of  both 
armies.  Three  efforts  were  made  by  the  enemy  to 
pass  tbe  river  at  the  commencement  of  the  cannon- 
a.ie  and  bombardment,  with  a view  of  assaulting  the 
works,  and  had  prepared  for  that  purpose  an  im- 
mense number  of  scaling  ladders.  One  attempt  to 
cross  was  made  at  the  village  bridge,  another  at 
the  upper  bridge,  and  a third  at  a ford  about  three 
miles  from  the  works.  At  the  two  first  he  wa3  re- 
pulsed by  the  regulars — and  at  the  ford  by  the  brave 
volunteers  and  militia,  where  he  suffered  severely 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners;  a considera- 
ble body  crossed  the  stream,  but  were  either 
killed,  taken  or  driven  back.  The  woods  at  this 
place  were  very  favorable  to  the  operations  of  the 
militia.  A whole  company  of  the  76th  regiment  was 
here  destroyed,  the  three  lieutenants  and  27  men 
prisoners,  the  captain  and  the  rest  killed. 

I cannot  forego  the  pleasure  of  here  stating  the 
gallant  conduct  of  captain  M’Glassin  of  the  15th 
regiment,  who  was  ordered  to  ford  the  river,  and 
aiiack  a party  construcing  a battery  on  the  right;  of 
the  enemy’s  lute,  within  five  hundred  yards  of  Fort 
Brown,  which  he  handsomely  executed  at  midnight 
wuh  50  men  * drove  off  the  working  party,  consist- 
ing of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  defeated  a covering 
party  of  the  same  number— killing  one  officer  and 
six  men  in  the  eharge  and  wounding  many. 

At  dusk  the  enemy  withdrew  his  artillery  from 
the  batteries,  and  raised  the  seige  ; and  at  nine,  un- 
der cover  of  the  night,  sent  off’,  in  a great  hurry,  all 
the  baggage  he  could  find  transport  for,  and  also 
lus  artillery.  At  two  the  next  morning  the  whole 
army  precipitately  retreated,  leaving  the  sick  and 
wounded  to  our  generosity— and  the  governor  left  a 
note  with  a surgeon,  requesting  the  humane  attention 
of  thecoramanding  general. 

Vast  quantifies  of  provision  were  left  behind  and 
destroyed,  also  an  immense  quantity  of  bomb-shells, 
cannon  balls,  grape  shot,  ammunition,  flints,  &c.  &c. 
intrenching  tools  of  all  sorts,  also  tents  and  mar- 
quees. A great  d*al  has  been  found  concealed  in 
the  pon  ;s  and  creeks,  and  buried  in  the  ground,  and 
a vast  quantity  earned  off  by  the  inhabitants.  Such 
was  the  precipitance  of  his  retreat,  that  he  arrived 
ac  Chazy,  a distance  of  eight  miles  before  we  disco- 
vered that  he  had  gone.  The  light  troops,  volunteers 
and  militia  pursued  immediately  on  learning  of  his 
flight ; and  some  of  the  mounted  men  made  prison- 
ers five  dragoons  of  the  19th  regiment  and  several 
others  of  the  rear  guard.  A continual  fall  of  rain 
and  a violent  storm  prevented  further  pursuit.  Up- 
wards of  three  hundred  deserters  have  come  in,  and 
many  are  hourly  arriving, 

XVc  have  buried  the  British  officers  of  the  army 
and  navy,  with  the  honors  of  war,  and  shewn  every 
attention  and  kindness  to  those  who  have  fallen  into 
our  hands. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  soldiers  of  my  command,  during  this 
trying  occasion  cannot  be  represented  in  too  high 
terms,  and  I feel  it  my  duty  to  recommend  to  the 
particular  notice  of  government,  lieut.  col.  Appling 
of  the  1st  corps,  major  Wool  of  the  30t4>,  ma- 
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jor  Totten  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  captain  Brooks 
of  the  artillery,  captain  M‘Glassin  of  the  15tli,  lieuts. 
de  Russy  and  Trescott  of  the  corps  of  engineers, 
lieutenants  Smyth,  Mountford  and  Cromwell  of  the 
artillery,  also  my  aid-de-camp.  It.  Root,  who  have 
all  distinguished  themselves  by  their  uncommon  zeal 
and  activity,  and  have  been  greatly  instrumental  in 
producing  the  happy  and  glorious  result  of  the  siege. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  pro- 
found respect,  sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 
ALEX  MACOMB 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  lolled,  wounded,  prison- 
ers and  deserters,  since  his  first  appearance,  cannot 
fall  short  of  two  thousand  five  hundred — including 
m*ny  officers,  among  whom  is  coloitel  Wellington,  of 
the  Buffs. 

No  1.  A report  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  mis- 
sing on  our  part. 

No  2.  An  exhibit  of  the  force  brought  against 
,us. 

No  3.  List  of  prisoners  taken  from  the  British 
army — total  75. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  the  killed , -wounded  and  missng  at  Platts- 
busgh  from  the  6th  to  the  11  th  September , 1814. 
6th  Reg. — Killed,  1 subaltern,  4 privates — total  5. 
Wounded,  1 sergeant,  1 musician,  15  privates — total 
17.  Total  killed  and  wounded  22. 

29th  reg. — Killed,  1 sergeant,  14  privates ; total 
15.  Wounded — 1 sergeant  major,  1 sergeant, -2  cor- 
porals, 1 musician,  11  privates — total  16.  Total 
killed  and  wounded,  31.  Missing — 1 sergeant,  8 
privates — total  9. 

30th  and  31st  regiments. — Killed,  1 private — to- 
tal 1.  Wounded,  1 musician,  6 privates — total  7. 
Total  killed  an'd  wounded,  8.  Missing — 4 privates; 
total  4. 

33d  and  34th  regt’s. — Killed,  2 privates — total  2 
'Wounded — 1 subaltern,  3 privates— total  4.  Total 
killed  and  wounded  6.  Missing,  1 private  ; total  1. 

Captain  Sproul’s  command.  3 privates  killed. 
Wounded,  1 subaltern,  5 privates — total  6.  Total 
killed  and  wounded  9.  Missing,  3 privates — total  3. 

4th  regiment.  Killed,  1 private — total  1.  Wound- 
ed, 1 private — total  1.  Total  killed  and  wounded  2. 

1st  rifle  regiment.  Killed,  1 musician,  3 privates 
*— total  4.  Wounded  2 sergeants,  1 musician,  6 pri- 
vates—total  9.  Total  killed  and  wounded,  11.  Mis- 
sing 3 privates — total  3. 

Light  artillery.  Killed,  3 privates — total  3.— 
Wounded,  1 private — total  1.  Total  killed  and 
wounded,  4. 

Corps  of  artillery.  Killed,  3 privates — total  3. 
Wounded,  1 private — total  1.  Total  killed  and 
wounded  4. 

Aggregate.  Killed,  1 subaltern,  1 sergeant,  1 mu- 
sician, -34  privates — total  37-  Wounded,  2 subal- 
terns, 1 sergeant-major,  4 sergeants,  2 corporals,  4 
musicians,  49  privates — total  62.  Total  killed  and 
wounded,  99.  Missing,  1 sergeant,  19  privates — to- 
tal 20. 

Commissioned  officers. 

6th  regiment.  1st  lieutenant  George  W.  Rank, 
wounded  on  the  7th  and  died  on  the  8th  September. 

13th  regiment.  3d  lieutenant  Robert  M.  Harrison, 
wounded  in  the  shoulder. 

34th  regiment.  3d  lieut.  Henry  Taylor,  wounded 
in  the  knee. 

No.  2. 

A list  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  British  army,  and 
an  exhibit  of  the  several  regiments  and  corps  under 
the  command  of  lieutenant  general  sir  George  P re- 
vest, at  the  siege  of  Flattsburg. 

Lieutenant-general  De  llottenburg,  second  in  com- 
Siand. 


M-jor-general  Robertson;  commanding  first  bri- 
gade. 

Major-general  Powers,  commanding  second  bri- 
gade. 

Major-general  Brisbane,  commanding  third  bri- 
gade. 

Major-general  Baynes,  adjutant  general. 

Sir  Sidney  Beckwith,  quirter-master-general. 

Colonel  Hughes,  chief  engineer. 

Major  S nciair,  commanding  officer  of  artillery. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Tryall,  assistant  adjutant  gen. 

C*pt,  Burke,  deputy  assistant  adjutant  general. 

Colonel  Murray,  assistant  qr  master  general. 


Major  Montgomery,  jdo.  do. 

Captain  Dr  vis,  dep.  assistant  qr.  master  general* 
List  of  the  regiments  and  coips. 

4 troops  19th  light  dragoons.  308 

4 companies  royal  artillery  * 400 

1 Brigade  of  rocketeers  25 

1 brigade  royal  sappers  and  miners  75 

1st  brigade — 27ih  reg.  1st.  battalion  900 

58th  -9oO 

5th  1000 

3d  or  Buffs,  900 

• 3,70$ 

2d  brigade— 88th  reg.  1000 

39th  . 900 

76th  3d  battalion,  *» . 900 

27Uj  3J  battalion,  800 

t 3,608 

3d  brigade — 8ffi  or  king’s,  2d  battalion,  900 
13  th  600 

49th  600 

6th  1000 

3,100 

Light  brigade — Muron’s  reg.  (Swiss)  1200 

Canadian  Chasseurs  900 

Voltigeurs  550 


Frontier  light  infantry  150 

2,808 

14,008 


Loss  of  the  Adams  frigate. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  captain  C.  Morris*  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy , dated 

Portland,  Sept.  8, 1814. 

sir — It  is  with  regret  lhat  I inform  you  we  were- 
compelled  to  destroy  the  Adams  at  Hampuen,  on 
the  morning  of  die  3d  lust,  to  'prevent  her  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

All  the  officers  effected  their  escape,  and  l believe 
toe  crew,  with  the  exception  of  very  few,  who  were 
unable  to  travel.  Their  precise  number  cannot  vet 
be  ascertained,  as  we  were  obliged  to  pursue  tiiffe-.. 
rent  routes,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  provis  ions 
through  the  woods  between  the  Penobscot  and  lven- 
nebeck.  . 

I am  now  engaged  collecting  and  forwarding  the 
m-m  with  the  utmost  dispatch  to  Portsmouth,  from 
w<uc!'<  place  I.  hope  soon  to  forward  a detailed  ac-.. 
count  of  our  proceedings. 

In  the  mean  time,  I request  you  to  believe  that 
the  officers  and  crew  of  tue  ship  neglected  no  means 
in  their  power  for  her  defence. 

Verv  respectfully,,  your  obedient  servant. 

C.  MORRIS. 

The  honorable  fVm.  Jones , secretary  of  the  navy. 

*The  letters  of  captain  Morris  to  the  secretary  of 
the  navy,  giving  an  account  of  the  cruize  of  the 
Adams,  and  of  her  arrival  at  Hampden,  are  among 
the  documents  that  lie  over  for  future  insertion,. 
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of  a letter  from  captain  Morris  to  the  secre-  ( and  sailing-master  M‘Culloh,  when  the  enemy’s  in* 
tary  of  the  navy.  j fan  try  commenced  their  attack  upon  the  militia.  The 

Bosiou,  September  io,  1814.  | launches  still  held  their  position  beyond  the  reach  of 

9Iit — I have  tli  e honor  to  have  fonvarded  a retail-.  our  firC)  p^ady  to  improve  any  advantage  .tlieir  troops 

ed  report  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  dee- , might  obtain.  A few  minutes  only  had  elapsed  when 

truction  of  the  United  States’  ship  Adams  at  Ilamp- j lieutenant  Wadsworth  informed  me  that  our  troops 
den  on  tiie  3d  instant.  _ ] were  retreating,  and  immediately  after  that  they 

On  the  first  instant  at  noon,  I received  intelligence  were  dispersed  and  flying  in  great  confusion.  We 
by  express  that  the  enemy  with  a force  of  sixteen  jhad  now  no  alternative  but  precipitate  retreat  or  cap* 
sail  were  off  the  harbor  of  Castine  thirty  miles  below  j tivity'.  Our  rear  and  flanks  entirely  exposed,  with- 
us.  This  intelligence  was  immediately  forwarded  i out  other  means  of  defence  on  .that  side  than  our 
to  brigadier  general  Blake,  with  a request,  that  he  j pikes  and  cutlasses.  The  only  bridge  across  the 


red  tor  neavmg  aown  -was  m nu  auu<uiuii  «.u  i men  rising. 

her  armament,  oar  attention  was  immediately  direct-  j worth  to  spike  his  guns  and  retire  across  the  badge, 
ed  to  the  occupation  of  such  positions  on  shore  as  * which  was  done  in  perfect  order,  the  marines  under 
would  best  enable  us  to  protect  her.  By  great  and  j lieutenant  Watson  covering:  th9*r  rear.  Orders  were 


unrsmitted  exertions,  and  the  prompt  assistance  of 
all  the  inhabitants  in  our  immediate  vicinity,  during 
the  1st  and  2d  insts.  nine  pieces  were  transported  to 
a commanding  eminence  near  Lhe  ship,  one  to  the 
place  selected  by  general  Blake  for  his  line  of  battle, 
fourteen  upon  a wharf  commanding  the  river  below, 
and  one  on  a point  covering  the  communication  be- 


given  at  the  same  time  to  tire  the  ship,  spike  the 
guns  of  the  lower  battery  and  join  our  companions 
across  the  creek.  Before  these  orders  were  fully  ex- 
ecuted the  enemy  appeared  on  the  hill  from  which, 
our  men  just  retired  and  were  exposed  to  their  fire 
for  a short  time  while  completing  them.  Retreating 
in  front  of  them  for  about  five  hundred  yards,  we  cl  is- 


tween  ®ur  lull  £nd  wharf  batteries;  temporary  plat»|  COvered  it  impossible  to  gain  the  bridge,  forded  tire 


forms  of  loose  plank  were  laid,  and  such  oilier  ar- 
rangements made  as  would  enable  us  to  dispute  the 
passage  of  a naval  force.  Want  of  time  prevented 
cur  improving  all  the  advantages  of  our  position  and 
we  were  compelled  to  leave  our  rear  and  Hanks  to 
the  defence  of  the  militia  in  cese'of  attack  by  land 
troops.  Favored  by  a fresh  breeze,  the  enemy  had 
advanced  to  within  three  miles  of  our  position  at 
sunset  on  the  2nd  with  the  Sylph  mounting  22,  and 
Peruvian  18  guns,  and  one  transport,  one  lewder  and 
ten  barges  manned  with  seamen  from  the  Bulwark 
and  Dragon,  under  command  of  commodore  Barrie. 
Troops  were  landed  under  command  of  colonel  John, 
opposite  their  shipping  without  any  opposition,  their 
numbers  unknown,  but  supposed  to  be  about  350. 
To  oppose  these  troops  about  370  militia  were  then 


creek,  ascended  the  opposite  bank,  and  gained  our 
companions  without  receiving  the  slightest  injury 
from  the  ill-directed  fire  of  the  enemy.  Ws  conti- 
nued our  retreat  towards  Bangor  . whep  we  found  and 
yet  ire d upon  a road  leading  to  the  Kennebec  by  a 
circuitous  route  of  65  miles.  Perceiving  it  impos- 
sible to  subsist  our  men  in  a body  through  a coun- 
try almost  destitute  of  inhabitants,  they  were  order- 
ed to  repair  to  Portland  as  speedily  as  they  might  be 
able.  The  entire  loss  of  all  personal  effects  render- 
ed us  dependent  on  the  generosity  of  the  inhabitants 
between  the  Penobscot  and  Kennebec  for  .subsistence 
— who  most  cheerfully  and  liberally  supplied  our 
wants  to  the  utmost  extent  of  their  limited  means. 
Our  warmest  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  inhabitants 
! of  Waterville,  Augusta  and  Hallowed  for  their  libe- 


collected,  assisted  by  lieutenant  Lewis  of  the  United  j raiiiy  and  attention.  Our  loss  was  but  one  marine 
States  artillery,  who  by  a forced  march  had  arrived.  an(|  ot)e  aeairian  made  prisoners.  That  of  the  enemy 
from  Castine  with  his  detachment  of  28  men.  Many  was  estimated  at  eight  or  ten  killed,  and  from  forty 
of  the  militia  were  without  arms  and  most  of  them  j to  fifty  wounded,  principally  by  tiie  18  pounder 
without  any  ammunition,  and  as  our  numbers  were  | nnjei-  charge  of  lieutenant  Lewis  of  the  United 


of  my  first  lieutenant  Wadsworth 
already  too  well  established,  to  require  the  ad- 
dition. Our  sick  were  sent  across  a creek  with  or-  Jitional  evidence  he  gave  of  richly  deserving  the  en- 
decs for  such  as  were  able,  to  secure  themseives  in  i ftrC  confidence  of  the  department  and  his  country, 
the  woods  in  case  of  our  defeat.  These  arrangements  j firother  officers  of  the  navy  and  marines,  equally 
were  not  concluded  until  late  on  the  evening  of  the  I zealous  and  attentive,  are  equally  entitled  to  my 
2nd.  As  the  wind  was  fair  for  the  enemy’s  approach  j ifiauks  and  their  country’s  approbation.  The  bravery 
and  the  night  dark,  rainy  and  favorable  for  his  at-j0y  tge  Seamen  and  marines  is  unquestioned,  their 
tempting  a surprize,  our  men  were  compelled,  not-  uncommon  good  conduct  upon  their  march — those 
withstanding  previous  fatigue  to  remain  at  their  bat-,  feelings  which  induced  them  to  rally  round  their  flag 
teries.  At  day-light  on  the  3d,  I received  intelli- 1 at  a distance  of  200  miles  from  the  place  of  their 
gence  from  general  Blake,  that  he  had  been  rein-  dispersion,  without  one  instance  of  desertion,  entitle 
forced  by  three  companies,  and  that  the  enemy  were  them  to  particular  approbation,  and  render  them  an 
then  advancing  upon  him.  A thick  fog  concealed  | example  which  their  brother  tars  may  ever  be  proud 
their  early  movements,  and  their  advance  of  barges  j to  emulate. 

and  rocket  boats  was  not  discovered  until  about  7 j yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
o’clock.  Believing  from  their  movements  that  they  " q MORRIS, 

intended  a simultaneous  attack  by  land  and  water,  T j honorable  William  Jones,  secretary  of  the  nuvyi 
placed  the  hill  battery  under  the  direction  of  my  first 
lieutenant  Wadsworth,  assisted  by  lieutenant  Madi- 
son and  Mr.  Rogers,  the  purser,  and  directed  lieute- 
nant Watson  to  place  his  small  detachment  of  twenty 
marines  in  a position  to  watch  the  movements  of  the 
enemy’s  main  body,  assist  in  covering  our  flank,  and 
finally  to  cover  our  retreat  in  case  that  became  ne- 
cessary. I had  but  just  joined  the  wharf  battery  un- 
.tJer  vhe  direction  of  lieu  tenants  Parker  and  Beatty, 


Miscellaneous  Articles. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  major-general  Broion  to  the 
secretary  of  war,  dated 
Head-Quarters,  Fori  Ur  if,  September  22,  1814. 

Sir — Among,  the  officers  lost  to  this  army  m the 
battle  of  Niagara  FUls,  was  my  aid-de-camp,  cap* 
tarn  Ambrose  Spencer,  who  being  inerUJ’v  v.v  untied,. 
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was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  By  flags  from 
the  British  army,  I was  shortly  afterwards  assured 
of  his  convalescence,  and  an  offer  was  made  me  by 
lieutenant-general  Drummond  to  exchange  him  for 
his  own  aid,  captain  Lonng,  then  a prisoner  of  war 
with  us.  However  singular  this  proposition  appeared, 
as  captain  Loring  was  not  wounded,  nor  had  received 
the  slightest  injur}’,  I Was  ■willing  to  compiy  with  it 
on  captain  Spencer’s  account;  but  as  1 knew  his 
wounds  were  severe,  1 first  sent  to  ascertain  the  fact 
of  his  being  then  living.  My  messenger,  with  a flag 
Was  detained,  nor  even  once  permitted  to  see  captain  | 
S.  thonghdn  his  immediate  vicinity.  The  evidence  1 1 
wished  to  acquire  failed,  but  my  regard  for  captain  \ 
Spencer  would  not  permit  me  longer  delay,  and  I i 
informed  general  Drummond  that  his  aid  should  be} 
exchanged  even  for  the  body  of  mine.  This  offer1 
was,  no  doubt,  gladly  accepted,  and  the  corpse  of 
captain  S.  sent  to  the  American  shore. 

Indignant,  as  I am,  at  this  ungenerous  procedure, 
I yet  hold  myself  bound  in  honor  to  lieutenant-gene- 
ral Drummond  to  return  captain  Loring;  and  must, 
therefore,  earnestly  solicit  of  you  his  immediate  re- 
lease. He  can  return  to  lieutenant-general  Drum- 
mond by  the  way  of  Montreal. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
JAC:  BROWN. 

Hon.  James  Monroe,  secretary  of  -war. 


Necociatiov. — An  American  gentleman  who  left 
the  U'  itish  fleet  in  the  Potomac  on  Friday  last, 
(says  the  “Baltimore  Patriot”  of  the  4th  inst.)  was 
informed,  that  English  papers  of  the  9th  and  15th 
of  August,  had  been  received  on  board,  and  that 
the  British  commissioners  had  certainly  sailed  for 
Ghent  to  meet  those  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States. 

Broivn  and  Drummond.  The  latter  with  his  “in* 
vinci bles”  ran  away  from  his  position  near  Fort  Erie , 
in  the  night  of  the  22d  ult.  The  soldiers  of  Wel- 
lington are  becoming  famous  for  night. retrograding. 
They  ran  away  from  Baltimore  in  the  night — from 
Plattsburg  in  the  night — and  from  Erie  in  the  night ! 
Brown,  though  able  to  beat  them  in  manceuvering  or 
at  arms,  was  reported  too  weak  to  chase  them.  As 
they  retired  they  destroyed  the  bridge  at  French- 
man’s creek,  and  burnt  the  stores  they  had  at  that 
place,  and  are  sai4  to  be  fortifying  at  ChippexVa,  and 
on  Queenstown  mountain.  We  hope  they  have  stop- 
ped ! 

The  last  exploit  of  general  Brown  is  one  of  those 
incidents  in  “the  sublime  business  of  war,”  that  ex- 
cites unceasing  admiration.  A better  planned  or 
more  gallantly  executed  affair  never  happened.  The 
whole  rested  with  the  general  himself  until  the  mo- 
ment it  was  to  be  performed — the  batteries  were 
stormed — 4 or  500  killed  ai,id  wounded,  and  400 
prisoners  made ; one  681b  carronade,  one  10*  inch 
mortar,  five  24  pounders,  and  a great  magazine  of 
powder  were  destroyed — and  much  ammunition  seiz- 
ed which  was  afterwards  brought  away in  the 

space  of  twenty -five  minutes.  The  like,  perhaps,  was 
hardly  ever  done  before.  Some  interesting  unoffi- 
cial details  shall  be  preserved. 

Latest  from  the  south.  Gen.  Jackson  has  laid 
an  embargo  on  all  the  ports  of  the  Mississippi,  Mo- 
bile &c.  He  is  at  or  near  Mobile , with  1500  regu- 
lars and  some  militia,  number  not  stated.  It  is  said 
that  the  enemy  has  occupied  Mobile  Point,  which 
stops  the  [water]  communication  with  New-Orleans. 
The  state’s  quota  of  militia  and  many  volunteers 
were  pouring  towards  them  from  patriotic  Tennes- 
see— a hardy  and  generous  race  of  freemen.  What 
Jackson’s  immediate  designs  really  are,  are  unknown 
to  his  most  confidential  officers— but  j^l  is  life  and 


energv,  and  '.re  expect  some  signal  event-  Prepare' 
nons  nave  been  made  for  the  defence  of  N«»w  Or- 
leans ; the  naval  force  commanded  by  “pupils  of 
the  gallant  Porter”  assisting.  The  7th  infantry  is 
cantoned  at  the  navy  yard.  It  is  expected  that  we 
shall  be  assisted  to  drive  out  the  invaders  by  a large 
Indian  force — Creeks,  Cherokees  and  Choctaws . 

THE  ENEMY  IN  TUB  CHESAPEAKE. 

Several  of  the  enemy’s  vessels  have  left  our  bay. 

It  is  understood  that  Cochrane  has  gone  to  Halifax 
and  Cockburn  >.o  Bermuda  to  collect  and  push  for- 
ward all  their  disposable,  force,  for  a second  attack 
upon  hated  BALTIMORE.  The  fleet  in  the  Cnesa- 
peake  lies  chiefly  off  St.  George’s  island,  in  the  Po- 
tomac and  consists  of  5 ships  of  i he  line  and  7 tri- 
gates,  besides  transports,  brigs  and  tenders,  and  is 
commanded  by  vice  adm.  Malcolm.  They  are  col- 
lecting provisions  and  water  and  recruiting’  the 
health  of  their  men,  who  are  said  to  be  sickly.  Se^j 
veral  small  parties  of  robbers  from  the  fleet  have 
been  nabbed  by  the  militia  in  St.  Mary’s  county.— 
JVone  of  the  troops  have  left  the  hay. 

Baltimore.  The  works  for  defence  are  exten- 
sively improved  every  day.  Parties  of  volunteers 
and  many  pay-laborers  are  employed  to  strengthen 
the  former  and  erect  new  batteries,  intrenchrnents, 
8tc.  The  avowed  object  of  the  enemy  is  to  collect 
a great  force  and  pay  us  another  visit.  If  he  does, 
we  have  a full  confidence  that  he  will  repent  it. 
The  following  resolves  were  issued  by  the  “Com- 
mittee of  Vigilance  and  Safety,”  on  the  3d  inst. 

Resolved,  That  all  free  people  of  Color,  be  and 
they  are  hereby  ordered  to  attend  daily,  commenc- 
ing with  Wednesday  morning,  the  5th  inst.  at  the 
different  works  erecting  about  the  city  for  the  pur- 
pose of  laboring  therein,  and  for  which  they  shall 
receive  an  allowance  of  fifty  cents  per  day  together 
with  a soldier’s  ration. 

Resolved,  That  capt.  George  Stiles  and  captain 
Isaac  Philips,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to 
enforce  the  preceding  order,  and  to  call  to  their  aid 
the  different  military  companies  of  exempts,  or 
such  other  aid  as  may  be  necessary  to  its  complete 
execution. 

Resolved,  That  our  fellow-citizens  who  are  ex- 
empt from  military  duty,  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
earnestly  invited  to  labor  on  the  fortifications  either 
in  person  or  by  substitute,  and  in  the  latter  case  to 
furnish  the  substitutes  with  notes  to  the  superin-' 
tendants,  requesting  them  to  certify  therein  that  the 
bearer  had  performed  his  duty. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  committee  be 
and  they  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  military  asso- 
ciations, who  have  volunteered  their  services  to 
labor,  and  that  the  committee  will  be  gratified  by  a 
continuance  of  military  aid  on  the  fortifications. 

pos  rscRiPT.  r 

Sir  George  Prevost  with  the  greater  part  of  the 
force  he  bad  at  Plattsburg', has  gone  to  Kingston,  sup- 
posed to  attack  Sacketts-barbor.  Izard’s  army  had 
landed  near  the  Gennessee  river.  He  went  on  and 
had  an  interview  with  Brown,  and  it  was  understood 
he  would  immediately  march  for  Buffalo.  It  was 
expected  he  would  have  landed  on  the  British  shore. 
Drummond  has  probably  escaped.  The  fleet  has  re- 
turned to  Sacketts-hurbor  to  assist  its  defence. 

The  Burlington  Centinel  of  the  Si’th  September, 
mentions  a report  brought  there  from  Montreal,  oF 
intelligence  by  a late  arrival  at  Quebec,  that  an  ar- 
mistice had  been  agreed  upon  by  the  commissioners 
for  90  days,  and  that  the  same  was  sent  up  by  ex- 
press to  Sir  George  Provost.  This  is  possibly  true; 
but  the  shape  it  comes  in  does  «ot  give  us  confidence 
in  the  report. 
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State  of  Vermont. 

By  the  governor  >f  the  state  of  Vermont. 

PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  appears,  that  the  war,  in  which  our 
country  is  unfortunately  engaged,  has  assumed  sn 
entirely  different  character,  since  its  first  commence- 
ment, and  has  become  almost  exclusively  defensive, 
and  is  prosecuted  by  the  enemy  with  a sprit,  unex- 
ampled pending  negociations  for  peUce,  which  leaves 
no  prospect  of  safety  but  in  a nualy  and  tuiiled  cie- 
. term tn  tarn  to  meet  invasion  at  evury  point,  and  ex- 
pel the  invader. 

And  whereas,  notwithstanding  the  signal  and  glo- 
rious niv.d  victory  lately  ciiieved  by  our  gallant 
commander  MsDonough  and  his  br.ve  officers  iUid 
seamen,  over  a superior  British  naval  force,  on  luk. 
Champlain;  and  a like  discomfiture  of  the  enemy’s 
whole  bnd  force,  concentrated  at  Plattsburgh,  by 
geuwai  Macomb’s  small  but  valii  in  band  of  regular 
troops,  tiled  and  powerfully  supported  by  onr  pa- 
triotic, virtuous  and  brave  volunteers,  who  flew  o 
meet  .iie  invader  with  m alertness  and  spirit  unex- 
ampled in  this  or  any  other  country,  it  is  stated  to 
me,  ihat  the  British  army  is  still  on  the  frontier  of 
our  sister  stale,  collecting  and  concentrating  a 'pow- 
erful force*,  indicating  further  operations  of  aggres- 
sion. 

And  tohereas,  the  conflict  has  become  a common 
an  l not  a party  concern,  the  time  has  now  arrived 
when  all  degrading  party  distinctions  tnd  animosi- 
ties, however  we  may  have  differed  respecting*  the 
policy  of  declaring,  or  the  *no;le  of  prosecuting  the 
war,  ought  to  be  Lid  a.,;de;  that  every  heart  may  be 
stimulated,  and  every  a in  nerved,  for  the  protection 
of  our  common  country,  our  liberty,  our  attars  and 
our  firesides;  in  the  defence  of  whicu  we  m^y,  with 
a humble  confidence;  look  to  heaven  for  assistance 
and  protection: 

- *d/vj  therefore,  I Martin  Chittenden , governor  and 
commander  in  chief  in  and  over  the  sta'e  of  Vermont, 
do  issue  this  my  proclama  ion,  earntstlv  exhorting 
all  the  good  people  of  this  state,  oy  that  l’ve  of  coun- 
try winch  so  signally  distinguished  our  tamers,  m 
their  glorious  and  successful  struggle  for  our  inde- 
pendence, to  unite  both  heart  and  hand,  in  defence 
of  our  common  interest,  and  every  thing  dear  to  free- 
men. 

I do  enjoin  it  upon  all  officers  of  divisions,  bri- 
gades,  regiments  and  companies  of  the  militia  of  this 
state,  to  exert  themselves  m the  execution  of  the  r 
respective  duties,  in  placing  those  under  their  com- 
mand in  a complete  state  of  readiness,  and  without 
further  order,  to  march  at  a moments  warning  to 
meet  any,  invasion  which  may  be  attempted,  and  to 
chastise  and  expel  the  invader. 

And  I would  earnestly  recommend  it  to  those, 
who,  by  the  ienitv  of  our  laws  are  exempt  from  or- 
dinary military  duty,  were  they  have  not  already 
< one  it,  to  organize  themselves  into  companies,  anil 
equip  and  stand  in  readiness  to  meet  the  approaches 
crisis,  reminding  them  that  it  is  their  property,  them- 
selves and  their  families  that  are,  in  common  with 
others,  to  be  protected. 

And  more  especially,  I would  recommend  it  to  the 
selectmen  and  ctvil  authorities  of  the  respective 
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towns,  to  be  vigilaut  in  the  execution  of  the  dutios 
enjoined  on  them  in  providing  ammunition,  and  in 
•affording  such  assistance  to  the  militia  as  their  situ- 
ations may  require. 

Af.er  witnessing  die  severe  and  degrading  terms 
imposed  on  many  of  our  fellow  citizens  on  the  sea- 
board, no  man,  who  is  mindful  of  what  he  owes  to 
his  country  and  to  his  own  character,  cen  advocate 
submission  while  resistance  is  practicable. 

The  fate  of  Alexandria  forcibly  appeals  to  the 
proud  feelings  of  every  American,  to  exert  the  aug- 
mented force  and  resoiu-ces  with  what  it  has  pleased 
a beneficent  Providence  to  bless  us,  for  the  defence 
and  security  of  ihat  soil  and  those  rights,  rendered 
inestimable  by  having  been  purchased  by  the  blood 
f our  fathers. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Jerico,  this  19th  day  Sep- 
tember,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  and  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  Suites  (die  diirty-nintb. 

MARTIN  CHITTENDEN. 


Legislature  oi*  New- York. 

On  tlie  27th  ult.  at  11  o’clock,  his  excellency  the 
governor  met  botii  branches  of  the  legislature  in  the 
assembly  chamber,  and  delivered  the  following 
speech: 

Gentlemen  of  the  senate,  and  of  the  assembly — The 
extreme  pressure  of  public  business,  and  the  pecu- 
liar emergencies  of  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged, 
induced  me  to  call  this  session  of  the  legislature.  At 
Liie  close  of  the  last  session,  a confident  expectation 
prevailed,  that' existing  hostilities  would  soon  be  ter- 
minated i>v  a fail*  knJ  honorable  peace.  Great  Bri- 
tain, it  is  true,  had  declined  the  proffered  mediation 
of  the  emperor  of  Russia— yet,  as  far  as  professions 
could  be  relied  on,  she  was  still  disposed  to  restore 
amicable  relations  between  the  two  countries,  upoli 
sa;  is  factory  and  mutual  terms.  Subsequent  events, 
oowever,  have  shown,  that  such  hopes  were  falla- 
cious. Whether  originally  insincere  in  his  profes- 
sions, or  flushed  bv  die  recent  events  in  Europe,  and 
the  vast  disposable  forces  tiiey  have  left  at  his  com- 
mand, the  enemy  has  certainly  assumed  a tone  of  ar- 
rogance, and  a spirit  of  increased  hostility,  inconu 
patible  with  feelings  of  reconciliation.  The  most 
palpable  delays  and  evasions  have  been  practised  to 
Lefer  ■ meeting  of  negotiators — while,  in  the  mean- 
time, large  armaments  have  been  despatched  to  our 
coast,  and  powerful  armies  collected  on  our  frontiers, 
in  the  presumptuous  hope  of  overwhelming  us  in  a 
.ingle  campaign.  A predatory  and  wanton  warfare, 
destitute  of  all  generous  principle,  and  disgraced  by 
[village  and  conflagration,  has  been  carried  on  in  our 
buys  and  rivers  ; and  the  enemy  has  openly  avowed 
his  iutention  of  hying  waste  our  cities,  and  of  making 
a common  ruin  of  public  and  private  property. 

But,  besides  the  general  causes  of  alarm,  our  ap- 
prehensions have  been  more  immediately  awakened 
for  our  own  security,  and  we  have  been  called  upon 
to  exert  all  our  forces  to  protect  our  own  homes  from 
desolation.  From  information  received,  and  corro- 
borated by  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  there  were 
sufficient  grounds  of  belief  that  one  great  object  of 
his  campaign  was  to  penetrate,  with  his  northern 
army,  by  tlie  waters  of  lake  Champlain  and  lh$ 
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uorf,  and,  by  a simultaneous  attack  with  his  nwnume  glory  of  lie  nation;  and  the  presentation  of  some  tes- 
force  on  New  York,  to  form  a junction  winch  should;  tnnomal  gratitude,  worthy  of  the  dignity  of  the  si;  .er 
sever  (he  communication  of  the  states.  To  defeat  and  tiie  acceptance  of  gallant  and  high  minded, 
this  arrogant  design,  to  sure  the  state  from  inroad,  heroes. 

and  our  cities  from  destruction,  it  was  necessary,!  I have  heretofore  submitted  to  the  consideration 
immediately,,  to  exercise  fuller  powers  and  more  ^rn-  j of  tne  legislature.  Hie  propriety  of  relieving  the  poor- 
pie  resources  than  had  been  placed  in  my  hands  by  i cr  classes  of  ih«  community  from-  bearing  liiatunrea- 
ti»e  legislature.  Tite  exigency  of  the  time,  while  it  • sonable  proportion’  of  the  burthen  of  militia  du.v,  to 
subjected  the  executive  to  great  responsibility,  ad-  j which  tlieyure  subjected  by  the  existing  laws.  I must 
initted  of  no  delay:  1 proceeded,  therefore,  to  make  ' be  permuted  to  renew  niy  solicitations  upon  that  sub- 
suoh  dispositions  as  were  deemed  indispensibte  to  jject.  Tiie  experience  of  this  campaign  has  furnished 


secure  the^expa-sed  points  against  menaces  inv:ision. 
'fd  effect  these  objects,  I found  it  necessary  to  trans- 
cend tivc  authority  and  means  vested  in  me  by  law; 


abundant  evidence-  of  the  unequal  operation  of  the 
present  system,  and  has  shown  the  indispensable  ne- 
cessity of  substituting  property  as  tire  criterion  of 


but  I’ feel  perfectly  Wished,  that  live  legislature  y ill  I contribution  to-  viie  public  defence.  We  may  ilien 
approve  and  sanction  what  I have  done.  In  the  mean  f establish  a more-  disposable,  better  disciplined,  and 
time,  I have  requested  this  session,  for  the  purpose  more  economical  and  efficient  force,  than  cran  possi- 
of  devising  further  measures  of  security  and  defence,  My  be  organized  from  militia  at  large  hastily  assem- 
and  of  clothing,  some  public  officer  with  the  req-ui-  hied,  at  a moment  of  hurry  and  alarm.  Tiie  popula- 
te powers  to  carry  them,  into  effect.  A particular  | tion  and  resources  of  this  state  enable  us  to  plac**  at 
detail  of  the  steps  which  have  been  taken,  and  of  the  disposal  of  the  nation,  for  the  continuance  of  ( he 


those  which  appear  to  me  essential  for  the  future 
safety  of  our  frontiers,  will  form  the  subject  of  a sper 
ci.d  communication. 

When  we  reflect  tfi.it  the  present  campaign-  was 
one  in  which  the  enemy  had  threatened  to  visit  us 
with  Ins  wrath,  and  to  make  us  feel  his  poweiy  we 
ciinnat  but  exult  that  thus  far  we  have  sustained  the 
shock  with  firmness,  and  have  even  gathered  laurels 
from  tiie  strife,  fie  has,  it  is  title,  been  able  to  ma- 
raud our  sea  board,  and  hantass  and  ruin  individuals. 
He  has  penetrated  to  our  capital, feebly  opposed  by 
a hasty  Itvy  of  undisciplined,  militia,  and  lias-  wanton- - 
^demolished  edifices  and  monuments  of  art, hitherto 
held  sacred  in  all  but  barbarous  warfare.  But  when- 
ever we  have  met  with  him  in  fair  and  open  contest, 
the  result  has  been  signally  honorable  to  our  arms.  A 
aeries  of  brilliant  actions,  which  shed  lustre'  upon 
lilts  Niagara  army,  lias  entitled  its  distinguished  ge- 
nerals', Brown,  Scott,  Porter,  Gaines  and  llipley,  and 
tlieir  brave  associates*  to-  the  lasting  gratitude  of 
their  country. 

The  gallant  deeds  of  Porter,  Warrington  and 
Blakely,,  have  well  sustained  the  splendid  character 
of  our  navy.  At  the  invasion  of  Baltimore  the  foe 
was  promptly  met,  was  harrassed  in  his  approach, 
aftd  fled  back  with  heavy  toss  to  ills  ships.  But  the 
lute  glorious  triumph  at  Plattsburgh,  for  grandeur  of 
circumstance  and  importance  of  effect,  renders  all 
encomium  feeble  and  inadequate.  This  was  the  blow 
by  which  the  enemy  hoped  to  lay  open  our  northern 
frontier.  He  advanced  with- confidence  in  the  supe- 
riority ofhis  land  and  naval  forces,  and  counted  on' 
jl  cur  tain  victory.  After  a severe  and  bloody  contest 
his  whole  fleet  was  conquered  and  captured  in  the 
sight  ofhis  astonishing  army  His  land  troops  were 
likewise  discomfit  ted  ami  driven  to  a precipitate  and 
ignominious  retreat  before  a handful  of  regulars  uti 
tier  brigadier  general  Macomb,  and  an  inconsidera 
ble  body  of  the  militia  and  volunteers  of  New  York 
and  Vermont,  under  generals  Moores  and  Strong. 
The  conduct  of  our  troops  on  that  occasion,  both  in 
repulsing  the  powerful  assaults  of  ihe  enemy  and  in 
pursuing  ;md>  ha  missing  him  in  his  retreat,,  reflects 
the  highest  honor  on  tiie  commanding  officers  and 
their  companions  in  arms. 

Tl*  aciiievment  of  Commodore  Macdonougft  and 
his.  intrepid  comrades  is  not  surpassed  in  the  records 
uf  naval  history,  It  sheds  glory  on  theuut  ion  at  large; 
but  us  immediate  b^mefii s are  more  peculiarly  felt  by 
the  states  of  New -York  and  Vermont.  Permit  me 
to. .recorn mend  a prompt  and  public  expression,  by 
tiie. cons utu.ed  authorities  of  this  suite,  of  their  high 
sense  of  the  illustrious  services  of  these  brave  men 
who  /save  ss- eminently  contributed  to  tire- safety  and 


war,  ten  thousand  uniformed  troops,  and  to  reserve 
for  local  defence,  ten  thousand  minute  men,  uniform- 
ed, equipped  and  disciplined, to  take  the  field  at  a mo- 
ment’s warning,  fis  a substitute  for  ordinary  militia.- 
It  is,  however,  due  to  the  rmlitia  of  this  state,  to  ac- 
knowledge,, that  they  have  repaired  to  their  country’s 
standard,  whenever  summoned,  with  promptness  arul 
alacrity;  that  they  have  cheerfully  endure  i.  be  hard- 
ships and  privations  of  the  camp,  and  that  they  have 
generally  conducted  themselves  in  action  with- the 
coolness  and  bravery  of  veteran  troops. 

Gentlemen-Al  is  with  heartfelt  satisfaction,, that  F 
witness  the  unanimity  and  patriotic  spirit  that  ac- 
tuates all  classes  of  the  community.  Tiie  acrimony  of 
party  has  disappeared  in  the  combined  exertion  for 
the  maintenance  of  national  honor  and  common-safety. 
The  present  time  will  form  a proud  era  in  the  history 
of  this  state.  It  will  develope  tire  vastness  of  her  re- 
sources,, the  strength  of  her  population,  the  intelli- 
gence and  liberality  of  her  legislative  bodies,  and 
the  valor  and  patriotism  of  her  citizens.  S c has  it 
in  her  power  to  assume  an  attitude  worthy  of  her  in- 
trinsic character;  to  set  an  example  of  open  bunded 
munificence  that  will  challenge  emulation/ to  imp-art 
vigor  and  effect  to  tire  national  arm,  and  thus  to  se- 
cure and  perpetuate  tire  independence  of  the  United 
States.  DANIEL  D.  TOMKINS. 

JUbany  September  27,  1814. 

CL/1  The  documents  that  belong  to  this  patriotic  ; 
communication  are  of  great  national  interest  amt 
mbst  honorable  to  the  state  of  New- York  and  all 
concerned  in  tiie  administration  of  its  affairs4— • hey 
are  in- type,. but  must  lay  over  for  our  next.  Tiie 
legislature  are  engaged  in  giving  effect  to  all  that 
tiie  governor  has  recommended. 


British  Parliament. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS,  SATURDAY,  JCLT  30. 

The  house  met  this  morning  at  ten,  when-  tli® 
royal  assent  was  given  to  those  bills  which  were 
passed  since  tne  last  commission. 

The  speaker,,  attended  by  several  members*  scon 
afier  appeared  at  the  h r,  with  the  vole  of  credit 
bill  in  his  hand,  and  afier  bowing  to  the  prince 
regent.,  addressed  his  royal  highness  in  the  follow- 
ing terms:4— 

J\fay  it  please  your  royal  highness, 

“We,  his  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects, the  commons  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire  land,  do 
now  attend  your  royal  highness  with  our  last  bill  of 
supply  for  the  service- of  the  present  year. 

“Assembled  at  a period  when  the  fate  of  Europe 
was  still  doubtful,  and  balanced  by  hopes  and  ve-- 
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Vetses,  we  have  been  anxious  but  not  inactive  spec-  ,a  war  which  we  can  never  consent  to  terminate  but 
tators  of  those  great  transactions  which  have  wrought  by  the  establishment  of  our  claims,  according  to  the 
so  fortunate  a change  in  the  state  of  the  civilized  maxims  of  public  law,  and  the  maritime  rights  of* 
world.  this  empire. 

“During  this  portentous  interval,  we  have  pur-|  “To  provide  for  these  branches  of  the  public  ser- 
ened our  legislative  labors  according  to  our  accus-jvice  has  been  our  last  cure,  add  the  hill  which  l 
turned  course,  applying  practical  remedies  to  the  j have  to  present  to  yonr  royal  highness*  is  entitled 
practical  evils  incident  to  old  establishments  or  “an  act  for  enabling  his  majesty  to  rais*  the  sum  of 
arising  out  of  new  occurrences  in  some  cases  pro-  three  millions  for  the  service  of  Great  Britain,  and 
ceeding  experimentally  by  laW3  of  a limited  dura-Jfor  applying  the  sum  of  200,000^.  British  currency 
tion:  in  others  collecting  such  materials  of  infor-  for  the  service  of  Ireland.”  To  which  bill  yotir  faith- 
illation,  as  may  lay  the  ground  for  future  measures; ! ful  commons,  with  all  humility* entreat  his  majesty’s 
and  those  who  may  come  in  after  us  will  see  traces  royal  assent.” 

of  that  progressive  improvement  which  the  sober  The  speaker  then  handed  the  tote  of  Credit  bill 
habit  of  this  country  cautiously,  but  not  reluctantly,  j the  clerk,  and  the  royal  assent  having  been  given 


adopts  into  the  system  of  its  domestic  policy  and 
jurisprudence. 

“With  respect  to  our  financial  arrangements,  by 
the  provident  measures  of  a former  session,  we 
have  been  enabled  to  refrain  from  augmenting  the 
burthens  of  the  people,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
make  our  military  exertions  correspond  with  the 
scale  of  passing  events. 


thereto  in  the  usual  form,  his  royal  highness  the 
prince  regent  delivered  the  following  speech? 

“Jiy  lords  and  gentlemen, 

“I  cannot  Close  this  session  of  parliament,  without 
repeating  th<?  expression  of  my  deep  regret  at  the 
continuance  of  his  mxjestVs  lamented  indisposition* 
“When,  in  consequence  of  that  calamity,  the  pow- 
ers of  government  were  first  entrusted*  to  rue,  I 


“Whilst  we  have  been  tints  employed,  the  desti-  found  tins  country  engaged  in  a war  with  the  greater 


nies  of  Europe  have  been  gradually  unrolled  before 
our  eyes;  and  the  powerful  nations  of  the  north, 
sending  forth  their  collective  strength  to  try  the  last 
issues  of  war,  whilst  Great  Britain  and  her  allies 
were,  with  equal  Vigor,  advancing  from  the  south, 
their  joint  efforts  have  at  length  accomplished  die 


part  of  Europe. 

“I  determined  to  adhere  to  that  line  of  policy 
which  his  majesty  had  adopted,  and  in  which  he  had 
persevered  under  so  many  and  in  such  trying  diffr* 
culties. 

“The  zealous  and  im remitting  support  and  assis* 


downfall  -of  the  greatest  military  despotism  which,  jtance  which  I have  received  from  yon/ and  from  all 
in  modern  days,  has  disgraced  and  desolated  the  I classes  of  his  majesty’s- subjects;  the  Consummate 
earth.  ’ (skill  and  ability  displayed  by  the  great  commander, 

“In  these  arduous  struggles,  we  can  look  back,  j whose  services  you  haye  so  justly  acknowledged? 
with  just  pride,  on  the  discharge  of  our  high  duties,  and  the  valor  .and  intrepidity  of  his  majesty’s  force# 
The  British  army,  modelled  upon  a wise  system,  by  sea  and  land  have  enabled  me,  under  the  blessing' 
steadily  and  impartially  administered  at  home,  and  of  Divine  Providence,  to  surmount  all  the  difticul- 


conducted  by  consummate  skill  and  valor  in  the 
field,  has  borne  its  complete  share  in  the  glorious 
conclusion  of  this  long  and  eventful  war,  and  his 
majesty’s  faithful  commons  have  gladly  lent  their 
aid  to  maintain  the  honors  and  dignities  of  those 
illustrious  commanders,  whom  the  wisdom  of  the 
sovereign  has  called  upon  to  surround  his  throne. 

“In  the  pfcace  which  has  since  followed,  the  ef- 
forts of  this  country  have  not  been  less  glorious. 
The  wise  and  liberal  policy  of  our  government 
which  announced  justice  and  equality  of  rights  to 
be  tiie  basis  of  our  diplomatic  system,  has  been 
happily  sustained  abroad.  The  British  name  now 
stands  high  in  policy  as  in  arms;  and  an  enlightened 
people  has  justly  applauded  the  firmness  and  tem- 
per which  have  conciliated  and  cemented  the  inter- 


ties  with  which  I have  had  to  contend. 

“I  have  the  satisfaction  of  contemplating  the  full 
accomplishment  of  all  those  objects  for  which  the 
war  was  either  undertaken  or  continued;  and  the 
unexampled  exertions  of  this  country,  combined 
with  those  of  his  majesty’s  allies,  have  succeeded  in 
effecting  the  deliverance  of  Europe  from  the  most 
gulling  and  oppressive  tyranny  under  which  it  has 
ever  labored. 

“The  restoration  of  so  many  of  the  ancient  and 
Legitimate  governments  of  tire  continent  affords  the 
best  prospect  of  the  permanence  of  that  peace  which 
in  conjunction  with  his  majesty’s  allies,  I have  con- 
cluded: and  you  may  rely  on  my  efforts  being  direct- 
ed, at  the  approaching  congress,  to  complete  the  set- 
tlement of  Europe,  which  lias  been  already  so  con- 


esis  of  allies,  cheered  the  doubtful,  animated  the  spicUously  begun;  and  to  promote,  upon  principle* 
zealous,  and  united  the  deliverers  and  the  delivered  of  justice  u»d  impartiality,  all  those  measures  which 
in  a peace  honorable  and  advantageous  to  all  the  1 
contracting  powers. 

“The  events  of  our  own  limes  have  outrun  the 
ordinary  march  of  history.  Peace  restored,  com- 
merce revived,  thrones  re-established,  afford  the 
well-founded  hope  that  the  same  councils  and  the 


may  appear  best  calculated  to  secure  the  tranquilly 
and  happiness  of  all  the  nations  engaged  in  the  late 
War. 

“I  regret  the  continuance  of  hostilities  with  lira 
United  States  of  America.  Notwithstanding  the? 
unprovoked  aggressions  of  the  government  of  than 
same  master-hand  so  mainly  instrumental  in  the] country,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  it  tools 
Work  hitherto  accomplished,  may,  at  the  approach- j place,  I am  sincerely  desirous  of  the  restoration  of 
ing  congress,  extend  and  fix  the  Work  of  peace | peace  between  the  two  nations  upon  conditions  ho- 
throughout  Europe;  and  a further  hope  that  the 
earnest  and  universal  pray  er  of  this  great  country, 
may  prevail  upon  the  nations  of  Europe,  in  re- 
establishing their  own  happiness,  to  concur  also  in 
putting  an  effectual  end  to  the  wrongs  and  desolation 
Of  Africa. 

“Auspicious,  however,  as  our  present  state  may  have  made  for  the  services  of  the  present  r ear, 
seem  to  be,  the  instability  of  all  human  affairs  for-]  “The  circumstances  under  which  the  war  in  Eu*- 

bids  us  to  be  tot)  confident  of  its  prosperous  conti- ) — — — — 1 

nuance.  Much  yet  remains  to  be  done  in  Europe,  * How  nearly  “hrs  royal  highness”  approach*^ 
and  we  have  still  ode  contest  to  nta’.n^ln  by  War; -the  maybe-seen  ihpt^e 


norable  to  both,  but  until  this  object  can  be  obtained, 
l am  persuaded  yon  will  see  the  necessity  of  my 
availing  myself  of  the  means  now  at  my  disposal,  10 
prosecute  the  war  with  increased  vigor.* 
“Gentlemen  of  the  hovse  of  commons, 

“1  thank  you  for  the  liber  id  provision  tthi-Ch  yoii 
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rope  has  been  concluded,  and  the  nec  -asu)  ot  main- 
taining fora  time  a body  of  troops  in  British  pay  up- 
on the  continent,  have  rendered,  a continuation  ol 
our  foreign  expenditure  Unavoidable.  You  may  rely, 
however,  upon  my  determination  to  reduce  the  ex- 
pellees of  the  country  as  rapidly  as  the  nature  of 
our  situation  will  permit* 

“My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

*cIt  is  a' peculiar  gratification  tome  to  be  enable., 
to  assure  you,  that  full  justice  is  rendered  through-! 
out  Europe  to  thht  manly  perseverance  wiiich,  amidst  I 
the  convulsions  on  the  continent,  has  preserved  tins 
country  against  all  the.  designs  of  >ts  enemies,  irs 
augmented  the  resources  and  extended  the  dominion 
of  the  British  empire,  and  has  proved  in  its  resui 
as  beneficial  to  other  nations  as  to  our  own.  j 

“His  majesty’s  subjects  cannot  tail  to  be  deeply 
sensible  of  the  distinguished  advantages  wiuca  t.  e: 
have  possessed;  and  l am  persuaded  the*,  wdiaocnoe 
them,  under  Providence,  to  that  constitution  wiuen 
it  lias  now  for  a century  been  the  subject  of  my  fami- 
ly to  maintain  unimpaired,  and  under  wlncii  die 
people  of  this  realm  have  enjoyed  more  of  real  li- 
berty at  home,  and  of  true  glo.y  .inroad,  titan  has 
ever  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  nation.” 

Then  the  lord  chancellor,  by  the  prince  regents 
command,  said, 

“My  lords  and  gentlemen , 

“It  is  the  command  of  his  royal  highness  the 
prince  regent,  acting  in  the  name  and  on  the  heludr 
of  his  majesty,  that  this  parliament  be  prorogued  on 
Saturday  the2flh  day  of  August  nex-.,  to  be  then 
here  bolder;  and  this  parliament  is  accordingly  pro- 
rogued to  Saturday  the  2?Th  day  of  August  next.” 

The  British  parliament,  July  20,  passed  a vote  of  credit  to  the 
prince  regent  of3,0o0,0C0.  It  was  said  that  the  war  with  America, 
the  agreement  with  the  allies  to  keep  up  a large  force  on  the  con- 
tinent till  the  pacific  congress  had  set,  and  finally  arranged  the 
•ttairs'of  Ktfropt — and  the  subsidies  which  were  still  payable  to 
some  of  the  continental  power*— made  this  vu«*  of  credit  necessary,  j 
Mr.  Whitbread  thought  the  war  with  America  would  not  be  ofj 
long  continuation,  it’  her  ad  van  w s were  met  with’ a proper  disposi-  \ 
tiou.  And  uskM  whether  commissioners  had  yet  been  appointed. 1 

I-prd  Castloivagli  said  no  time  bad  been  lost  on  the  part  of  Eng-  j 
land  in  appointing-  persons  to  meet  the  American  envoys;  and  lie 
expected  f !my  would  s.-f  out  on  their  missioiv  ki<  a few  days, 

I-ovd  Holland  se.id  that  it  was  to  be  lamented  that  England  was 
Still  kept,  out  of  tin  bJcsVuigs  of  peace.  It  had  been  thought,  on 
the  laio  revolii'iou  at  Paris,  that  the  British  people  could  have  ' 
thd*  burdens  lightened,  i>kt  still  nearly  t- very  expense  was  kept  up 
to  the  war  establishment* 


Bri  ti  s h Prod  a m ati  on. 

By  H.  R.  highness  die  p\mce  of  Wales,  regent  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  ai.xl  Iiv^uud,  in  the  name  and  on  tfie 
behalf  of  his  majesty. 

A.  PROCLAIM  AVION, 

•Tor  recalling  am$  pro£iil»ti><?  his  majesty'’*  natural  born  subjects 
from  sti-pug  in  the  -«a.  or  land  force*  oi‘  the  United  Slati-s  of 
America. 

GEO RGF;  P.  K* 

-Vheivas,  by  t V am-alU'it  law  of  this  r^aim,  founded  upon  the 
principles  ofgen-i  V.  Jaw..  '.tlv*-  ■uatiiraHwrn  su-d.-ets  of  Ins  ma  jesty 
cannot,  either' by  sw  'StriiUgraliegiaTiee  toanyothw  princes  or  states. 
or.  !,y  any  other  ti  ’**’  t>wn  acTS?  or  by  the  acts  of  any  foreign 
IW'inees  or  stalest’ eith  'r  or  concurring  with  liieir  own,  dis- 
riiarge  themgejveS  or  ha  discharged,  from  the  natural  allegiance 
iVr,,cm  from  their  hi i-b  * they  ow*-  to  bis  majesty;  his  heirs  and 
which  natm-I’;  ' khegiance  being  antecedent  and  para- 
Ai*  allegiance  whatsoever,,  .cannot,  by 
t,  b"  withdrawn  or  cancelled. 
iPtarescuted  to  us,  that  divers  0f  th- 


fth, 

ln«unt  toanTni!  nat,.u’ai 
the.*  ® an>  ofl»er  claim 


A5a5?rt  ,l,f  *• 

to  1-enounee  r?/e  V11 

f‘"be  to  owe  m 

violation  of *’  ] *"»  n»J'.*ty,  i.,,  . 

?r  the  said  nafHH,  i ‘‘‘t*  agmtis* }, 

•»  dtsflg?  *•!*«> « 


-*ijc.>ty  have  accepted  l.-tt*  rs  of  uatii- 
'tet-iship.  from  the  U- tiled  States  of 


°n  the  b 


[h>ieu  Vi  itis 


abd  successors* 


■half 


of  hi. 


'Vt*  to  t!ie  said  states,  and  prof-ssed 
\ which  tin  y owe,  and  must  co . .. 
'tir.-  and  successors,  a-id  h v-  , in 
^ fo.neag-d  ».y  s-  a >snd  land,  in 
i m.ijesty:  And  whereas  some 

bjs  -najesty  may  have  be-  u 
'CJfSi.asioii  and  heKef,  .which 
th£  their  dutv  of  natural 
Hi  im*  withdrawn  from  his 
rtyyr'  finv  thought  fit,  in 
by  and  with  the 
*’ Uiii»  piwdamatiou 


hereby  warning  all  the  natund-ljorn  subjects  of  his  majesty,  that 
tilt  natuial  idltgiai.ee  which  lh-.  j ow  and  of  rig-it  ought  to  bear 
anti  pay,  to  his  'najesty,  Iris  heir  ami  successors,  cannot,  either  hy 
tin  ir  own  acts,  or  by  the  acts  oi  ar.y  loreig..  pii.H-  s ..r  stai  s,  either 
alone,  or  concurrent  with  their  own,  be  dissolved  or  withdrawn 
from  his  majesty,  his  h-  irs  or  successors:  A.  d w - hav.  furdicc 
thought  fit,  in  tie  name  and  on  the  b-  half  of  hrs  majesty,  and  by 
and  w ith  tlu  advicv  afor.t-aid.  in  consul;  ration  that  wan.  of  the 
said  natural-horn  subjects  of  his  majesty  may,  through  delusion  or 
error,  have  so  acted  as  aforesaid,  by  this  proclamation,  to  publish 
and  declare,  that  a;l  sue'  the  natural-born  subjects  of  his  im.j  -sty 
who,  having  so  acted,  slo.ll.  within  four  months  from  tlu-dat-  her 
withdraw  tlicmselvbs  from  tin-  strvic  of  tht  said  United  Statu, 
shall  receive  ins  majesty  ’s  free  anil  gracious  pardon.  A;  d we  do, 
moreover,  ire  the  i-am  - a -d  on  the  h--h:itt  ol  h,s  maj  sty,  a’  U by 
and  with  th.  advice  aforesaid,  hereby  also  publish  and  declare,  that 
all  natural  horn  sip  jeers  of  his  injcsty  who  sbal  her -a. ter  volun- 
tarily cut-  r.  or,  having  *-nt-  red,  shall  voluntarily  co.aioue  to  serve 
in  the  land  farces,  or  on  nour  -any  o;  th  ships  or  v ess-Js  ol  w ar  of 
the  said  Uoiieii  States  ol  Aioerica.  <-r  in  ill  i privat*  sliips  or  v;  ss>  la 
ol  war  belonging  ;o  the  c-tiz-  ns  o*  th  sa  » s i*:es  at  entnuy  with 
his  mac-sty,  being  thf  by  gui  ty  of  high  treason,  shall  be  punished 
With  the  utmost  severity  of  -h  law..  * 

Given  at  the  court  at  Carlt  li-Hous-,  the  twenty-third  day  of 
July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  iu  the  ftljy 
iburtli  year  ot  hi»  maj-  sty’s  r.ign. 

G..I-  S.s  K J'H  K KIN'G. 


Macomb’s  Victory, 

From  he  Platisbwrg  Republican. 

We  have  b.'fcn  obii^i.;j;ly  favored  with  a cop-v  of 
tlie  Billowing7  general  order,  issued  the  day  befave 
tlie  ; nemy  entered  Plattsburgh,  wiiich  is  a specimei-i 
of  the  excellent  arrangements  made  hy  general  Ma- 
comb, for  the  defence  of  ti  .is  post,  and  an  evidence 

0 the  delerminadon  which  pervaded  all  ranks  to  re- 
tain the  pnssessioivof  the  works  or  perish  in  their  de- 
fence. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Head-quarters , Plattsburgh , September  5. 

The  general  is  now  satisfied  fhai  the  enemy  will 
attack  tiie  post  in  a few  days.  He  relies  with  con- 
fidence on  tlie  valor  and  intrepidity  of  those  he  has 
the  honor  to  commend.  Let  it  not  be  said  tba'  Erie 
was  better  defended  than  Plattsburgh.  It  was  .here 
that  the  American  soldiers  beat  -nd  defeated  he 
heroes  of  Spain,  Prance  and  Portugal,  and  then*  ex- 
ample must,  b ; followed,  or  our  reputation  is  lost* 
The  eyes  of  America  are  on  us.  Fortune  always 
favors  the  brave.  The  works  being  now  capable,  of 
resisting  a powerful  attack,  the  manner  of  defending 
them  the  general  thinks  it  his  duty  to  detail,  that 
every  man  m*y  know  and  do  his  duty.. 

’File  troops  will  line  the  parapet  in  two  ranks,  leav- 
ing intervals  for  the  artillery.  A reserve  of  one  fifth 
of  the  whole  force  in  infantry  will  b-*  detailed  and  pa- 
raded fronting  the  several  angles,  which  it  will  be 
their  particular  duty  to  sustain.  To  each  bastion  are 
to  be  assigned  by  the  several  commmd uris of  forts, 
a sufficient  number  of  infantry  to  line  all  the  frees 
(in  single  rank)  of  each  tier.  Should  the  enemy  g . in. 
the  ditch,  the  front  rank  of  the  part  ass  • tied  will 
rnouttt  tho  parapet  and  repel  him  with  its  fire  and 
the  bayonet.  If  the  men  of  this  rank  are  determined, 
no  hum  m force  can  dispossess  them  of  that  position. 
The  officers  are  commanded  to  put  to  instant  derlh 
•ny  m m who  deserts  his  post.  The  principal  w’ork, 
fori  Moreau , is  entrusted  o the  comm  nd  of  colonel 
Melancton  Smith,  of  the  29:  h regiment,  having  for 

1 s garrison  the  old  6rh  and  his  own  regiment.  Re- 
iouht  No.  I,*is  entrusted  to  lieutenant  colonel  Storrs, 
nd  the  detachments  of  the  30th  and  31st  will  form 
-,s  garrison.  Re.ioubt  No.  2,*  is  entrus  ed  to  major 
Vinson  and  h is  for  its  garrison’  he  33d  and  34th  in- 
frntrv.  The  block-house  near  PI.  ;Ps  is  entrusted 
to  captain  Smith  of  the  1st  rifle  regiment,  and  has 
for  its  defence  detachments  of  his  company  and  con- 
v descents  of  the  4ih  regiment.  The  block-house  on 
f he  point  is  entrusted  to  lieutenant  Fowler,  and  will 

* Since  named  ibrls  Brown  and  Scott. 
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l»e  garrisoned  by  a detachment  of  artillery,  ..nd  the 
light  troops  under  li-utenant  colonel  Anpling  .md 
captain  Sproul,  will  take  post  in  th«  ruvmc  near  the 
assistant  inspector  general’s  marquee,  when  Ihev 
come  in,  and  will  receive  orders  from  the  general. 

The  light,  artillery  will  take  such  position  as  will 
best  annoy  the  columns  of  i he  enemy,  keeping  up 
constantly  a brisk  fire  on  them — they  will  also  tak 
post,  when  not  employed,  in  the  s one  ravine  with  the 
light  troops. 

Mr.  Paris,  captain  of  the  artificers,  will  form  a 
corps  of  rocke'eers  with  his  men — -hey  v ill  tak 
the  direction  of  the  cine*  •mgineer.  The  anillerj 
is  to  be  considered  a separate  service  and  the  officers 
of  that  arm  are  responsible  to  the  comm  tiding  ge- 
neral for  the  correct  exercise  of  their  functions.  The 
officers  of  engineers  will  give  directions  for  addi- 
tional defences  and  for  repairs,  as  occasion  may  re- 
quire, wJrch  ii  Will  be  the  duty,  of  rhe  several  com- 
mandants to  lend  all  the  aid  in  their  power  to  exe- 
cute. Every  man  knowing  his  post  and  his  duty,  no 
excuse  can  be  received  fa;  not  executing  with  firm 
aess  and  decision,  all  that  may  be  required  for  a vigo 
sous  defence  of  the  place. 

By  order  of  brig.  gen.  Macomb,  commanding, 

WM.  U DUNCAN,  act  as.  adj.  gen. 

The  following  summary  wtil  show  the  movements 
• f the  British  army,  and  our  measures  of  dc-fmee, 
from  ihe  first  inv-sion,  to  the  retreat  of  the  enemy’s 
principal  force  over  the  lines. 

O i tne  31st  of  August  the  advance  of  the  British 
army  under  general  Brisbane,  entered  Champlain, 
and  encamped  on  the  north  side  of  the  Great  Chazy 
river,  and  on  the  someday  major  general  Mooers  or- 
dered out  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Clinton  and 
Essex.  The  regiment  from  Clinton  couni y,  under 
lieutenant  colonel  Miller,  immediately  assembled, 
and  on  !he  2d  instant,  took  a position  on  the  west 
road  near  the  village  of  Chazy;  and  on  the  3d  gene- 
ral Wright  with  such  of  nis  brigade  as  had  arrived, 
occupied  a position  on  the  same  road  about  eight 
miles  in  advance  of  this  place.  On  the  4th  the  ene- 
my having  Drought  up  his  main  body  to  Champlain, 
took  up  his  line  of  march  for  this  place.  The  riff" 
corps  under  It.  col.  Appling,  on  the  lake  r a .,  full 
back  as  far  as  Dead  creek,  blocking  up  the  road  in 
such  manner  as  to  impede  the  advance  of  the  enemy 
as  much  as  possible.  The  enemy  advanced  on  the 
5th  within  a few  miles  of  it.  col.  Appling’s-  position 
and  finding  it  too  strong  to  attack,  halted  and  caused 
a road  to  be  made  west  into  the  Beekmantown  road, 
in  which  the  light  brigade  under  gen.  Powers  advanc 
e l,  and  on  he  morning  of  the  6di  about  7 o’clock  at- 
tacked the  militia,  which  had  at  this  time  increased 
to  nearly  TOO,  under  general  Mooers,  and  a small  de- 
tachment of  regulars  under  major  Wool,  about  7 
miles  from  this  place.  After  the  first  fire,  a consi- 
derable part  of.  the  militia  broke  and  fled  in  every 
direction.  Many  however  manfully  stood  their 
ground,  and,  with  the  small  corps  of  m ior  Wool, 
bravely  contested  the  ground,  against  five  time.* 
their  number,  falling  b^ck  gradually  and  occupying 
the  fences  on  each  side  the  road,  till  thev  arrived 
within  a mile  of  the  town,  when  they,  were  reinforced 
by  two  pieces  of  artillery  under  captain  Leonard,  and 
our  troops  occupying  a strong  position  behind  a stone 
wall,  for  some  time  stopped  the  progress  or  the  ene- 
my: being  at  length  compelled  to  retire,  thev  con- 
tested every  incli  of  ground  until  they  reached  the 
south  bank  of  the  Saranac,  where  the  enemy  attempt- 
ed to  pursue  them  but  was  repulsed  with  loss.  The 
loss  of  the  British  in  this  skirmish  was  colonel  Wel- 
lington and  a lieut.  of  the  3d  Buffs  and  2 lieuts.  «,f 
the  58th  killed.,  and  t ne  captain  and  one  lieutenant 
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>f  the  58th  light  company  wounded,  together  with 
aooutlOO  privates  kdled  and  wounded;  while  that 
on  our  part  did  not  exceed  twenty  five.  The  corps 
f riflemen  un  i°r  col.  Apling,  and  detachment  under 
cap  Sprout,  fell  bark  from  cheir  position  at  Dead 
ere.  k in  time  to  join  the  militia,  &.c.  just  before  they 
•ntered  thevilligo  uivl  fought  with  their  accustom- 
'd orave ry.  Tim  British  got  possession  of  that  part 
i of  the  village  north  of  the  Saranac  about  11  o’clock, 

I but  the  incessant  and  well  directed  fire  of  our  anil- 
ilery  and  musket  y from  the  forts  and  opposite  bank 
compelled  them  to  retire  before  night  beyond  the 
reach  of  our  gluts.  The  enemy  arrived  towards  night 
with  his  heavy  artillery  and  baggage  on  the  lake 
road  and  crossed  the  beach,  where  he  met  with  a 
W .mi  reception  from  our  row-gallies,  and  it  is  he* 
lieved  suffered  a heavy  loss  in  killed  and  wounded. 
On  our  side  licut.  Duncan,  of  the  navy,  lost  an  arm 
by  a rocket,  and  three  or  four  men  were  killed  by 
the  enemy’s  artillery.  The  enemy  encamped  on  the 
ridge  west  of  the  town,  his  right  near  the  river,  and 
occupying  in  extent  of  nearly  three  miles,  his  left 
r .'sting  on  die  lake,  about  a mile  north  of  the  village. 
From  the  Gth  until  the  morning  of  ihe  1 1th,  an  al- 
most continud  skirmishing  was  kept  up  between 
tiie  enemy’s  pickets  and  our  militia  stationed  on  the 
river,  and  in  the  mean  time  both  armies  were  busily 
'engaged — ours  in  strengthening  the  works  of  the 
forts,  and  that  of  the  enemy  in  erecting  batteries, 
collecting  ladders,  bringing  up  his  heavy  ordnance, 
and  making  other  preparation®  for  attacking  the 
fort.  On  the  morning  of  the  7th  a body  of  the  ene* 
my  under  captain  Noadie,  attempted  to  cross  at  the 
upper  bridge,  about  seven  miles  west  of  the  village, 
but  were  met  bv  captain  Vaughan’s  company  of 
about  25  men,  and  compelled  to  retire  with  the  loss 
of  two  killed  and  several  wounded,  (one  officer  shot 
in  the  ancle.)  On  the  morning  of  the  lltli  the 
enemy’s  fleet  came  round  the  Head  with  a light 
breeze  from  the  north,  and  attacked  ours  which  lay 
I at  anchor  in  Cumberland-bay,  two  miles  from  shore, 
leas*  of  the  fort.  The  action  was  long  and  bloodv, 
but  decisive,  and  the  event  such  as  we  believe  it 
will  always  be  (except  by  accident)  when  our  navy 
[contends  with  any  thing  like  an  equal  force.  The 
I enemy  commenced  a simultaneous  bombardment  of 
lour  works  from  seven  batteries,  from  which  several 
hundred  shells  and  rockets  were  discharged,  wh  ich 
did  us  very  little  injury;  and  our  artillery  had  near- 
ly succeeded  in  silencing  all  before  the  contest  on 
the  Lake  was  decided.  The  enemy  attempted  at 
the  same  time  to  throw  his  main  bony  in  rear  of  the 
fort,  by  crossing  the  river  three  miles  west  of  the 
town,  near  the  scite  of  Pike’s  cantonment.  He  suc- 
ceeded in  crossing  after  a brave  resistance  by  the 
Essex  militia  and  a few  of  the  Vermont  Volunteers, 
m all  about  350  stationed  at  that  place,  who  reurecl 
back  a mile  and  a half  from  the  river  continually 
pouring  in  upon  them  an  incessant  fire  from  behind 
every  tree,  until  lieutenant  Sumpter  brought  up  a 
piece  of  artillery  to  their  support,  when  the  enemy 
commenced  a precipitate  retreat.  The  Vermont 
volun.eers,  who  h ul  hastened  to  the  scene  of  action 
on  the  fi  s’  alarm,  fell  upon  the  enemy’s  left  flunk 
m l simc  eded  in  making  many  prisoners,  including 
three  officers.  II  td  the  British  remained  on  li  e 
south  side  of  the  river  30  minutes  longer,  they  mus 
have  lost  nearly  the  whole  detachment  that  crossed. 
Our  loss  in  this  affair  was  five  killed  and  eight  or 
ten  wounded,  some  mortally.  Immediately  on  as- 
certaining the  loss  of  the  fleet,  sie  George  ordered 
orep  ‘.rations  to  be  made  for  the  retreat  of  the  army 
nd  set  ofF  himself  with  a small  escort  for  Canada 
littl  > after  ion.  The  main  body  of  die  enemy 
With  them:.. lery  and  baggage,  were  taken  off  in  th 
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afternooi)  and  night,  and  the  rear  guard,  consisting 
of  the  light  brigade,  started  at  day  {break,  and  made 
:i  precipitate  retreat,  leaving  their  wounded  and  a 
large  quantity  of  provisions,  fixed  ammunition,  shot, 
shells,  and  other  public  stores  in  the  different  places 
as  deposit  about  their  camp.  They  were  pursued  | 
some  distance  by  our  troops  and  many  prisoners 
taken;  but  owing  to  the  very  heavy  and  incessant 
rain  we  were  compelled  to  return.  The  enemy  have 
lost  upon  land  more  than  one  thousand  men  in  killed, 
wounded,  prisoners  and  deserters,  while  our  aggre- 
gate loss  does  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

New -York  Siate  Militia—' Third  Division. 

Head  Quarters  Salmon  River , Sept,.  8th,  1814- 
EXTRACT  FROM  GENERAL  ORDERS. 

The  general  is  not  insensible  to  the  merits  and 
patriotism  of  those  who,  upon  approach  of  hostile 
forces  upon  this  frontier,  have  gallantly  flown  to 
the  defence  of  their  country,  and  who  under  his 
command  still  continue  steadfastly  to  oppose  the 
progress  of  the  enemy.  The  general  regrets  that, 
there  are  some  who  are  lost  to  patriotism  and  to 
honor,  after  coming  forward  in  obedience  to  his 
call,  fled  at  the  first  approach  of  the  enemy,  and 
afterwards  basely  disbanded  themselves  and  return- 
ed home  ; thereby  disgracing  themselves,  and  fur- 
nishing to  their  fellow-foldiei’3  an  example  of  all  that 
brave  men  detest  and  abhor. 

The  general  is  determined  to  have  all  deserters 
punished  in  the  most  exemplary  manner,  and  all 
■officers  and  others  are  directed  to  bring  back  such 
as  are  attempting  to  escape. 

Those  brave  men  of  the  militia  and  volunteer 
corps,  who  manfully  kept  their  posts  and  fought 
the  enemy  on  their  retreat  before  a far  superior 
force,  for  the  distance  cf  nearly  seven  miles,  deserve 
the  general’s  warmest  thanks  and  the  love  and  gra- 
titude of  their  country. 

The  cool,  intrepid  and  admirable  fckill  and  good 
order  displayed  by  the  small  detachment  of  less 
than  three  hundred  regulars,  under  that  excellent 
officer  major  Wool,  was  highly  honorable  to  them- 
selves, and  furnishes  an  example  worthy  of  our  fu- 
ture imitation. 

The  general  cannot  avoid  noticing  that  the  deter- 
mined resistance  of  capt.  Vaughan  and  his  small 
band,  at  the  upper  bridge,  which  obliged  a much 
superior  force  of  the  enemy  to  retire  with  loss,  was 
both  honorable  to  himself  and  the  men  under  his 
command. 

Captain  Aikin's  company  of  riflemen,  and  others 
of  the  volunteers  have  displayed  throughout,  a de- 
gree of  gallantry  in  opposing  the  enemy,  and  of  en- 
terprise and  boldness  in  reconnoitring  him  under 
all  circumstances,  highly  gratifying  to  the  general, 
and  which  merits  his  warmest  thanks. 

Let  every  man  strive  to  do  his  duty  at  this  crisis, 
as  it  will  be  much  easier  to  retain  our  present  posi- 
tion than  to  regain  it  after  it  is  lost.  By  order  pf 
UV«j.  gen.  Mooers, 

R.  H.  WALWORTH,  A.  D.  C. 
Third  Division  of  the  Militia  of  the  state  of  N.  York- 
If.  Q.  Plattsburgh,  Sept.  13th,  1814- 
GENERAL  ORDERS. 

The  sudden,  unexpected  and  dastardly  retreat  of 
the  enemy,  renders  it  unnecessary  that  those  patrio- 
tic militia  and  volunteers  who  have  so  gallantly  de* 
fended  their  country  from  invasion  should  longer  be 
detained  from  their  homes'— the  general  therefore 
makes  known  to  the  militia  under  his  command  and 
the  volunteers  of  the  state  of  Vermont,  that  they  I 
may  retyrn  to  their  homes  with  the  thanks  of  the 
general  and  the  reflection  that  they  have  deserved 
the  gratitude  of  their  country.  Those  few  who 


basely  deserted  their  standard  and  returned  to  theit 
homes,  without  leave,  in,  time  of  danger,  will  meet 
their  reward  by  being  despised  as  cowards,  net  de- 
serving to  be  freemen.  Had  the  enemy  remained  a 
day  or  two  longer  we  should  have  been  enabled  to 
have  carried  trouble  and  confusion  into  his  camp. 
The  spirit  and  emulation  of  the  volunteers  show  to 
their  country  and  to  the  enemy  what  may  be  expect- 
ed in  case  of  any  future  invasion  on  this  frontier. 
The  general  tenders  his  thartks  to  general  Strong 
and  the  officers  aid  volunteers  of  the  state  of  Ver- 
mont in  general,  for  their  promptness  to  meet  the 
enemy  on  all  occasions  and  on  the  shortest  nonce. 

And  he  congratulates  all  who  have  been  under  his 
command,  as  well  as  bis  country,  on  the  defeat,  dis- 
comfiture apd  disgrace  of  the  enemy,  in  his  attack 
on  this  place  both  by  water  and  land. 

By  order  of  major  gen.  JMooers. 

R.  H.  YVAL WORTH,  A.  D.  C. 

Qj*  The  enemy  sfumiy  accounts  of  his  discomfiture 
and  disgrace,  must  layover  for  the  present. 


£^From  our  Ministers  at  Ghent. 

HIGHLY  IMPORTANT. 

The  following  message  was  oa  Monday  last  sent 
to  botli  houses  of  congress,  by  the  president  cf  the 
United  States.  The  sentiments  it  excited  in  both 
houses  were  purely  national,  and  almost  unanimous. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States , 

I lay  before  congress  communications  just  received 
from  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States, 
charged  with  negociating  peace  with  Great  Britain ; 
shewing  the  conditions  on  which  alone  that  govern* 
ment  is  willing  to  put  an  end  to  the  war. 

The  instructions  to  those  plenipotentiaries,  dis- 
closing the  grounds,  on  which  they  were  authorised 
to  negociate  and  conclude  a treaty  of  peace,  will  be 
the  subject  of  another  communication. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Washington , October  10,  1814. 

DOCUMENTS. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Messrs.  Adams , Bayard,  Clay 
and  Russell , to  Mr.  Monroe , secretary  of  state , 
dated 

Ghent,  12th  August,  1814. 
Sjh — We  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the 
British  commissioners,  lord  Gambier,  Henry  Goul- 
burp,  esquire,  and  William  Adams,  esquire,  arrived 
in  this  city  on  Saturday  evening,  the  sixth  instant. 
The  day  after  their  arrival,  Mr.  Baker,  their  secre- 
tary, called  upon  us  to  give  us  notice  of  the  fact, 
and  to  propose  a meeting,  at  a certain  hour,  on  the 
ensuing  day.  The  place  having  been  agreed  upon, 
we  accordingly  met,  at  one  o’clock,  on  Monday,  the 
eighth  insl. 

We  enclose,  herewith,  a copy  of  the  full  powers 
exhibited  by  the  British  commissioners  at  that  con- 
ference- ; which  was  opened  on  their  part  bv  an  ex- 
pression of  the  sincere  and  earnest  desire  of  their 
government,  that  the  negociation  might  result  in  a 
solid  peace,  honorable  to  both  parties.  They,  at 
the  same  time,  declared,  that  no  events  which  had 
occurred  since  the  first  proposal  for  this  negociation, 
had  altered  the  pacific  disposition  of  their  govern- 
ment, or  varied  its  views  as  to  the  terms  upon  which 
it  was  willing  to  conclude  the  peace. 

We  answered,  that  we  heard  these  declarations 
with  great  satisfaction,  and  that  our  government  had 
acceded  to  the  proposal  of  negociation,  with  the 
most  sincere  desire  to  put  an  end  to  the  differences 
which  divided  the  two  countries,  and  to  lay  upon 
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|just  and  liberal  grounds  the  foundation  of  a peac# 
which,  securing  the  rights  and  interests  of  both  n«- 
Aions,  should  unite  them  by  lasting  bonds  of  amity. 

The  Bril  ish  commissioners  then  stated  the  follow- 
ing subjects,  as  those  upon  which  it  appeared  to 
them  that  the  discussions  would  be  likely  to  turn, 
and  on  which  they  were  instructed. 

1.  The  forcible  seizure  of  mariners  on  board  of 
merchant  vessels,  and  in  connection  with  it,  the 
cl  dm  of  his  Britannic  majesty  to  the  allegiance  of 
all  the  native  subjects  of  Grout  Britain. 

We  understood  them  to  intimate,  that  the  British 
government  did  not  propose  tJiis  point  as  one  which 
they  were  particularly  desirous  of  discussing ; but 
that,  as  it  had  occupied  so  prominent  a place  in  the 
disputes  between  tire  two  countries,  it  necessarily 
atircted  notice  and  was  considered  as  a subject 
■which  would  come  under  discussion. 

2.  The  Indian  allies  of  Great  Britain  to  be  includ- 
ed in  the  pacification,  and  a definite  boundary  to  be 
set'  led  for  their  territory, 

- Tu«  British  commissioners  stated,  that  an  arrange- 
ment upon  this  point  was  a sine  guu  nen  ; that  they 
were  not  authorized  to  conclude  a treaty  of  peace 
which  did  not  embrace  the  Indians,  as  allies  of  his; 
Britannic  majesty ; and  that  the  establishment  of  a 
definite  boundary  of  the  Indian  territory  was^neces 
saj-y  to  secure  a permanent  peace,  not  only  with  the 
Indians,  but  also  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain. 

3.  A revision  of  the  boundary  line  between  the 
United  States  and  the  adjacent  British  colonies. 

With  respect  to  this  point,  they  expressly  disclaim 
^ny  intention,  on  the  part  of  their  government,  to 
acquire  an  increase  of  territory,  and  represented  the 
^proposed  revision  as  intended  merely  for  the  purpose 
,of  preventing  uncertainty  and  dispute. 

After  having  stated  these  three  points,  as  subjects 
of  discussion,  the  British  commissioners  added,  that 
before  they  desired  any  answer  from  us,  they  felt  it 
incumbent  upon  them  to  declare,  that  the  British 
government  did  not  deny  the  right  of  the  Americans 
to  the  fisheries  generally,  or  in  the  open  seas ; but 
that  the  privileges,  formerly  granted  by  treaty  to  the 
United  States,  of  .fishing  within  the  limits  of  the 
British  jurisdiction,  and  of  landing  and  drying  fish 
©n  the  shores  of  the  British  territories,  would  not  be 
renewed  without  an  equivalent. 

The  extent  of  what  was  considered  by  them  as 
waters  peculiarly  British,  was  not  stated.  From 
the  manner  m which  they  brought  this  subject  into 
view,  they  seemed  to  wish  us  to  understand  that 
they  were  no^. anxious  that  it  should  be  discussed, 
and  that  they  only  intended  to  give  us  notice  !h.<t 
these  privileges  had  ceased  to  exist,  and  would  not 
be  again  granted  without  an  equivalent,  nor  unless 
we  thought  proper  to  provide  expressly  in  the  (trea- 
ty of  peace  for  their  renewal. 

The  -British  commissioners  having  slated,  that 
these  were  all  tile  subjects  which  they  intended  to 
bring  forward  or  to  suggest,  requested  to  be  inform- 
ed, whether  we  were  instructed  to  enter  into  nego- 
tiation on  these  several  points  ? and,  whether  there 
was  any  amongst  these  which  we  thought  it  unne- 
cessary to  bring  into  the  negotiation  ? and- they  de- 
sired us  to  state,  on  our  part,  such  other  subjects 
as  we  might  kUend  to  propose  for  discussion  in  the 
course  of  the  negociatioo.  Tire  meeting  was  then 
adjourned  to  the  next  day,  in  order  to  afford,  us  the 
opportunity  of  consultation  among  ourselves,  before 
we  gave  an  answer. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  we 
received  your  letters  of  the  25th  and  27th  of  June. 

There  could  be  no  hesitation,  on  our  part,  in  in- 
ihrming  tlje  British  commissioners,  that  we  were  not 


instructed  on  the  subjects  of  Indian  pacification  or 
boundary,  and  of  fisheries.  Nor  did  it  seem  proba- 
ble, although  neither  of  these  points  had  been  stated 
with  sufficient  precision  in  that  first  verbal  confer- 
ence, that  they  could  be  admitted  in  any  shape.— 
W<  did  not  wish,  however,  to  prejudge  the  result, 
or  by  any  hasty  proceeding  abruptly  to  break  off  *1.* 
negotiation  It  was  not  impossiblethat,  onthe  sub- 
ject of  the  Indians,  the  British  government  find  re- 
ceived erroneous  impressions  from  the  Indian  trader* 
in  Ciimtda,  which  our  representations  might  remove- 
And  it  appeared,  at  all  events,  important,  to  uscrtT 
tain  distinctly  the  precise  intentions  of  Great  Britain 
on  both  points.  YV>,  therefore,  thou  girt;  it  advisa- 
ble to  invite  the  British  comm  isssioners  to  a general 
conversation  on  all  the  points;  stating  to  them,  at 
the  same  time,  our  want  of  instructions  on  two  of 
them,  and  holding  out  no  expectation  of  the  pr  oba- 
bility of  our  agreeing  to  any  article  respecting  them. 

At  our  meeting  on  the  ensuing  day  we  informed 
the  British  commissioners*  that  upon  the  first  and 
third  points  proposed  by  them  we  -were  provided 
with  instructions,  and  we  presented  as  further  sub- 
jects  considered  by  our  government  as  suitable  fur 
discussion  : 

1st.  A definition  of  blockade ; and  as  far  as  might 
be  mutually  agreed  of  other  neutral  and  belligerent 
rights. 

2'-.  Claims  of  indemnity  in  certain  cases  of  capture 
and  seizure. 

We  then  stated  that  the  two  subjects,  1st.  of  In- 
dian pacification,  and  boundary,  and  2d  of  fisheries, 
were  not  embraced  by  our  instructions. 

We  observed,  that  as  these  points  had  not  been 
heretofore  the  grounds  of  anv  controversy  between 
the  government  of  -Great  Britain  and  that,  of  the 
United  States,  and  had  not  been  alluded  to  bv  lord 
Castle  re  a gb,  in  his  letter  proposing  the  negociation, 
it  could  not  be  expected  that  they  should  have  been 
anticipated  and  made  the  subject  of  instructions  by 
oiir  governments  that  it  was -natural  to  be  supposed, 
that  our  instructions  were  confined  to  those  sub- 
jects upon  which  differences  between  the  two  coun- 
tries were  known  to  exist;  and  that  the  proposition 
to  define,  in  a treaty ’between  the  Usited  States  :.nd 
Great  Britain,  the  boundary  of  the  Indian  possessi- 
ons within  our  territories,  was  new  and  without 
example.  No  such  provision  had  been  inserted  iu 
the  treaty  ©f  peace  in  1783,  nor  in  mny  other  treaty 
between  the  two  countries.  No  such  provision  had, 
to  our  knowledge, -ever  been  inserted  in  anv  treaty 
•rrr.de  by  Great  Britain  or  any  European  power  in 
i*elation  to -the  same  description  of  people,  existing 
under  like  circumstances.  "We  would  say,  however, 
that  rt  would  not 'be  doubled,  that  peace  with  the 
Indians  would  certainly  follow  a peace  with  Great 
Britain:  that  we  had  information  that  commissioner* 
had  already  been  appointed  to  treat  with  them;  that 
a treaty  to  that  eJTect  might,  perhaps,  have  been  al- 
ready concluded:  and  that  the  United  States  having 
no  \k teres t,  nor  any  motive  to  continue  a separate 
war  against  the  Indians,  there  could  never  he  mo- 
ment when  our  government  would  not  be  disposed 
to  make  peace  with  them. 

We  then  expressed  our -wish  to  receive  from  the 
British  commissioners  a statement  of  the  views  and. 
objects  of  Great  Britain  upon  all  the  points,  and  oust 
willingness  to  discuss  them  all,  m order  that,  ev.ea 
if  no  arrangement  should  be  agreed  on,  upon  the 
points  not  included  in  our  instructions,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  might  he  possessed  of  the 
entire  and  precise  intentions  ofthat  of  Great  Britain, 
respecting  these  points,  and  that  the  British  govern- 
ment might  be  fully  informed  of  the  objections,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  Staley  to  any  such  or rungeir.es 2* 
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In  answer  to  our  remark  that  these  points  h id  no1, 
been  alluded  to  by  lord  Castlereagh,  in  his  letter 
proposing  the  negociation,  it  was  said,  that  it  could 
not  be  expected,  that,  in  a letter  merely  intended  to 
invite  a negociation,  he  should  enumerate  the  topics 
of  discussion,  or  state  the  pretensions  of  his  govern- 
ment; since  these  would  depend  upon  ulterior  e- 
Vcnta,  and  might  arise  out  of  a subsequent  state  of 
things. 

In  reply  to  our  ohervation,  that  the  proposed  sti- 
pulation of  an  Indian  boundary  was  without  exam- 
ple in  the  practice  of  European  nations,  it  was  as- 
serted, that  the  Indians  must  in  some  sort  be  con- 
sidered as  an  independent  people,  since  treaties 
Were  made  with  them,  both  by  Great  Briflhn  and  by 
the  United  States;  upon  which  we  pointed  out  the 
obvious  and  important  differences  between  the  trea- 
ties we  might  make  with  Indians,  living  in  our  ter- 
ritory, and  such  a treaty  as  was  proposed  to  be 
made,  respecting  them,  with  a foreign  power,  who 
had  solemnly  acknowledged  the  territory  on  which 
they  resided  to  be  part  of'  the  United  States. 

We  were  then  asked  by  the  British  commission- 
ers whether,  in  case  they  should  enter  further  upon 
the  discussion  of  the  several  points  which  had  been 
Stated,  we  could  expect  that  it  would  terminate  by 
*ome  provisional  arrangement,  on  the  points  on  which 
we  had  no  instructions,  particularly  on  that  res- 
pecting the  Indians,  which  arrangement  would  be 
subject  to  the  ratification  of  our  government? 

We  answered,  tint  before  the  subjects  were  dis- 
tinctly understood,  and  the  objects  in  view  more 
precisely  disclosed,  we  could  not  decide  whether  it 
Would  be  possible  to  form  any  satisfactory  article  on 
the  subject;  nor  pledge  ourselves  as  to  the  exercise 
of  a discretion  under  our  powers,  even  with  respect 
to  a provisional  agreement.  We  added,  that  as  we 
should  deeply  deplore  a rupture  of  the  negociation 
pn  any  point,  it  was  our  anxious  desire  to  employ 
all  possible  means  to  avert  an  event  so  serious  in  its 
consequences;  and  that  we  had  not  been  without 
hopes  that  a discussion  might  correct  the  effect  of 
tmy  erroneous  information  which  the  British  govern- 
ment might  have  received  on  the  subject  which  they 
had  proposed  as  a preliminary  basis. 

We  took  this  opportunity  to  remark,  that  no  na- 
tion observed  a policy  more  liberal  and  humane  to- 
wards the  Indians  than  that  pursued,  by  the  United 
:fetates;  that  our  object  had  been,  by  all  practicable 
means,  to  introduce  civilization  amongst  them;  that 
their  possessions  were  secured  to  them  by  well  de- 
fined boundaries,  that  their  persons,  lands  and  ot  her 
property  were  now  more  effectually  protected  a- 
gainst  violence  or  frauds  from  any  quarter,  than 
they  had  been  under  any  former  government;  that 
even  our  citizens  were  not  allowed  to  purchase  their 
lands;  th».t  when  they  gave  up  their  title  to  any  por- 
tion of  th-  ir  country  to  the  United  States,  it  was  by 
Voluntary  treaty  with  our  gov  rnment,  who  gave 
them  a satisfactory  equivalent;  and  that  through 
these  means  the  United  States  had  succeeded  in  pre- 
serving, since  the  treaty  of  Grenville  of  1795,  an 
uninterrupted  peace  of  sixteen  years,  With  all  the 
Indian  tribes;  a period  pf  tranquility  much  longer 
than  they  were  known  to  have  enjoyed  heretofore. 

It  was  then  expressly  stated  on  our  part,  that  the 
proposition  respecting  the  Indians,  was  not  distinct- 
ly understood.  We  asked  whether  the  pacification, 
and  the  settlement  of  a boundary  for  them  were 
both  made  a sine  rpia  non?  Which  was  answered  in 
the  affirmative.  The  question  was  then  asked  the 
iBritish  commissioners,  whether  the  proposed  Indian 
b jiiudary  vv-.s  intended  to  preclude  the  United  States 
from  the  right  of  purchasing  by  treaty  from  the  lu- 
>dhuis,  without  the  consent  of  Great  Britain,  lands 


laying  h yon  : that  boundary?  And  as  a restriction 
upon  the  Indians  from  ‘elling  by  amicable  tr>aties 
lands  to  the  United  St\te*s  as  had  been  hitherto 
practised? 

To  this  question,  it  was  first  answered  by  one  of 
the  commissioners,  that  the  Indians  Would  not  be 
restricted  frem  selling  their  lands,  but  that  the 
United  Smtes  Would  be  restricted  from  purchasing 
them;  and  on  reflection  another  of  -1  he  commission- 
ers stated,  that  it  was  intended  that  the  Indian  ter- 
ritories should  be  a barrier  between  the  British  do- 
minions and  those  of  tlm  United  States;  that  both 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  should  be  res- 
tricted fiom  purchasing  their  lands;  but  the  Indians 
might,  sell  them  to  a third  party. 

The  proposition  respecting  Indian  boundary  thus 
explained,  and  connected  with  the  right  of  sove- 
reignty ascribed  to  the  Indians  over  the  country,  a- 
mounted  to  nothing  less  than  a demand  of  the  abso- 
lute cession  of  the  rights  both  of  sovereignty  and 
of  soil.  We  cannot  abstain,  from  remarking  to  you, 
that  the  subject  (of  Indian  boundary)  was  indis- 
tinctly stated  when  first  proposed,  and  that  the  ex- 
planations Were  it  first  obscure  and  always  given 
with  reluctance.  And  it  was  declared  from  the  first 
moment,  to  be  a sine  qua  non , rendering  any  dis- 
cussion unprofitable  until  it  was  admitted  as  a basis,. 
Knowing  that  we  had  no  power  to  cede  to  the  In- 
dians any  part  of  our  territory,  we  thought  it  unne- 
cessary to  ask,  what  probably  would  not  have  been 
answered  till  the  principle  was  admitted,  where 
the  line  of  demarfeation  of  the  Indian  country  was 
proposed  to  be  established  ? 

The  British  commissioners,  after  having  repeated 
that  their  instructions  on  the  subject  of  the  Indians 
were  peremptory,  stated  that  unless  we  could  give 
some  assurance,  rhat  onr  powers  would  allow  us  to 
make  at  least  a provisional  arrangement- on  the  subject,, 
any  further  discussion  would  be  fruitless,  and  that  they 
must  consult  their  own  government  on  this  state  of 
things.  They  proposed  accordingly  a suspension  of 
the  conferences,  until  ihey  should  have  received  an 
answer,  it  being  understood  that  each  party  might 
c-11  a meet  ing  whenever  they  had  any  proposition  tq 
submit.  They  despatched  a special  messenger  the 
same  evening,  and  we  are  now  waiting  for  the  result. 

Before  the  proposed  adjournment  took  place,  it 
was  agreed,  that  there  should  be  a protocol  of  the 
conferences;  that  a statement  should  for  that  pur- 
pose be  drawn  up  by  each  party,  and  that  we  should 
meet  the  next  day  to  compare  the  statements.  We 
accordingly  met  again  on  Wednesday  the  10th  mst. 
and  ultimately  agreed  upon  what  should  constitute 
the  protocol  of  the  conferences.  A copv  of  this  in- 
strument, we  have  the  honor  to  transmit  with  this- 
despatch;  and  we  also  enclose  a copy  of  the  state- 
ment origin  dly  drawn  up  on  our  part,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  known  to  you  the  passages  to  which 
the  British  commissioners  objected. 

Their  objection  to  some  of  the  passages  was,  that 
they  appeared  to  be  argumentative,  and  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  protocol  was  to  contain  a mere  statement 
of  facts.  They,  however,  objected  to  the  insertion 
of  the  answer  which  they  had  given  to  our  question 
respecting  the  effect  of  the  proposed  Indian  boun- 
dary; but  they  agreed  to  an  alteration  of  their  ori- 
ginal proposition  on  that  subject,  which  renders  it 
much  more  explicit  than  as  stated,  either  in  the  first 
conference  or  in  their  proposed  draught  of  the  pro- 
tocol. They  also  objected  to  the  insertion  of  the 
fact,  that  they  had  proposed  to  adjourn  the  confer- 
ences, until  they  could  obtain  further  instructions 
from  their  government.  The  return  of  their  mes- 
senger may,  perhaps,  disclole  the  motive  of  their 
r .luctance  in  that  respect. 
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^V-e  have,  tlie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  humble  and  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

J.  A.  BAYARD, 

H CLAY, 

JONA  RUSSELL. 

PROTOCOL  OF  CONFERENCE. 

August  8th,  1814. 

The  British  and  American  commissioners  having 
jnet,  their  full  powers  were  respectively  produced, 
which  were  found  satisfactory,  and  copies  thereof 
jvere  exchanged. 

The  British  commissioners  stated  the  following 
subjects  as  those  upon  which  it  appeared  to  them 
that  the  discussions  between  ' hemselves  and  the 
American  Commissioners,  would  be  l kely  to  turn. 

1.  The  forcible  seizure,  of  mariners  from  on  board 
merchant  ships  on  the  high  seas;  and  in  connection 
with  it  the  right  of  tire  king  of  Great  Britain  to  tiie 
allegiance  of  all  his  native  subjects. 

2-  Thnt  Lhe  pe  tee  be  extended  <>  ths  Indian  allies 
of  G ent  Rriiam,  and  that  the  bouudary  of  their  ter- 
ritory be  definitively  marked  out,  as  a permanent 
barrier  between  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain  and 
.the  Uni  * i St  tes.  \n  arrangement  on  this  subject 
to  be  1 me  qua  non  of  a treaty  of  pence. 

3.  A rev  s on  of  the  bou  eiary  line  between  the 
British  .1  i American  territories,  with  the  view  to 
prevent  fuiur.  uncertainty  and  dispute. 

TbeBitfish  commissioners  request  ’d  information 
'whether ’In  Ann  r c .n  commissioners  were  instruct- 
ed T,t  < mer  imo  negotiation  on  the  above  points?  But 
before  »ey  ;esireu  .my  ..nswer,  they  felt  it.  right  to 
communicate  the  intentions  of  their  government  as 
to  the  N ).”!»  American  fisheries,  viz.  That  the  Bri- 
tish government  did  not  intend  to  giant  to  the  Uni- 
ted S.ates,  gratuitously,  the  privileges  formerly 
granted  by  treaty  to  them,  of  fishing  within  the  li- 
mits of  tiie  British  sovereignty  and  of  using  the 
shores  of  'he  British  territories  for  purposes  con- 
nected with  the  fisheries. 

August  9. 

The  meeting  being  adjourned  to  the  9ih  of  August 
the  commissioners  met  again  on  that  day. 

The  American  commissioners  at  this  meeting 
Btated,  that  upon  the  first  md  third  points  proposed 
by  the  British  commissioners,  they  were  provided 
with  instruction*  from  their  government,  and  that 
the  second  and  fourth  of  these  points  were  not  pro 
videdforin  their  instructions.  That  in  relation  to 
311  Indian  pacification,  they  knew  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  S ates  had  appointed  commis- 
sioners to  treat  of  peace  with  the  In  Turns,  and  that 
it  was  not  improbable  that  peace  had  been  made 
with  them. 

The  American  commissioners  presented  as  further 
subjects  considered  by  the  government  of  the  Uni‘ed 
States  as  suitable  for  discussion. 

1.  A definition  of  blockade,  and  as  far  as  may  be 
agreed,  of  other  neutral  and  belligerent  rights. 

2.  Certain  claims  of  indemnity  to  individuals  for 
captures  and  seizures  preceding  and  subsequent  to 
.the  war. 

3.  They  further  stated  that  there  were  various 
other  points  to  which  their  instructions  extended, 
which  might  with  propriety  be  objects  of  discus- 
sion, either  in  the  negociVtion  of  the  peace,  or  in 
that  of  a treaty  of  commerce,  which  in  the  case  of 
a propitious  termination  of  the  present  conferences 
they  were  likewise  r.ulhorised  to  conclude.  That 
for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  first  and  most  es- 
sential object  of  peace,  they  had  discarded  every 
subject  which  was  not  considered  as  peculiarly  con- 
uectsd  with  that,  and  presented  only  those  points 


which  appeared  to  be  immediately  relevant  to  this 
ncgociation. 

Tine  American  commissioners  expressed  their 
wish  to  receive  from  the  British  commissioners  a 
statement  of  the  views  and  objects  of  Groat  Britain, 
upon  till  the  points,  and  their  willingness  to  discuss 
them  all. 

They,  the  American  commissioners  were  asked, 
whether,  if  those  of  Great  Britain  should  enter 
further  upon  this  discussion,  particularly  respecting 
the  Indian  boundary,  the  American  commissioners 
could  expect  that  it  would  terminate  by  some  pro- 
visional arrangement,  which  they  could  conclude, 
subject  to  the  ratification  of  their  government? 

They  answered,  that  as  any  arrangement  to  which 
thev  could  agree  upon  the  subject  must  be  without 
specific  authority  from  their  government,  it  was  not 
possible  for  them,  previous  to  discussion,  to  decide 
whether  any  article  on  the  subject  could  be  formed 
which  would  be  mutually  Satisfactory,  and  to  which 
they  should  think  themselves,  under  tneir  discre- 
tion <ry  powers,  justified  in  acceding. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned. 

True  copv, 

' CHRISTOPHER  HUGHES,  jr. 

Secretary  of  Legation . 

Draught  of  origimil  protocol  made  by  the  American 

ministers , of  the  trvo  first  conferences  held  with  the 

British  commissioners. 

At  9 meeting  between  the  commissioners  of  his 
Britannic  majesty  and  those  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  for  negotiating  and  concluding  a peace, 
held  at  Ghent,  8tii  August,  1814,  the  following 
points  were  presented  by  the  commissioners  on  the 
part  of  Great,  Britain  as  subjects  for  discussion: 

1.  The  forcible  seizure  of  mariners  on  board  of 
merchant  vessels,  and  the  claim  of  allegiance 
of  his  Britannic  majesty  upon  all  the  native 
born  subjects  of  Great  Britain. 

2.  The  Indian  allies  of  Great  Britain  to  be  inclu- 
ded in  the  pacification,  and  a boundary  to  be 
seitled  between  the  dominions  of  the  Indians 

. nd  those  of  the  United  States.  Both  parts  of 
this  point  are  considered  by  the  British  govern- 
ment as  a sine  qua  non  to  the  conclusion  qf  a 
treaty. 

3.  The  revision  of  the  boundary  line  between  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  and  those  of 
Great  Britain,  adjoining  them  in  North  Ame? 
riea. 

4.  Tiie  Fisheries— Respecting  which  the  British 
government  will  not  allow  the  people  of  the 
United  States  the  privilege  oflandingand  dry- 
ing fish,  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of 
Great  Britain,  without  an  equavaient. 

The  American  commissioners  were  requested  to 
say,  whether  their  instructions  from  their  govern- 
ment authorised  them  to  treat  upon  these  several 
points;  and  to  state  on  their  part  such  other  points 
as  they  might  be  further  instructed  to  propose  for 
discussion. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  on  Tuesday,  the  9lh 
August,  on  which  day  the  commissioners  metagain. 

The  American  commissioners  at  this  meeting 
stated,  that  upon  the  first  and  third,  points  proposed 
by  the  British  commissioners,  they  were  provided 
with  instructions  from  their  government;  and  that 
on  the  second  and  fourth  of  those  points,  there  not 
having  existed  heretofore  any  differences  between 
the  two  governments,  they  had  not  been  anticipated 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  were 
therefore,  not  provided  for  in  their  instructions. — 
That  in  relation  to  an  Indian  pacification,  they  knew 
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*hat  the  government  of  the  United  Spates  had  ap- 
pointed commissioners  to  treat  of  peace  with  the; 
indians;  and  that  it  was  not  improbable  that  peace 
had  been  made  with  them. 

The  American  commissioners  presented  as  fur* 
ther  points  (subjects)  considered  by  the  government 
of  the  United  States  as  suitable  for  discussion. 

1.  A definition  of  blockade,  and,  as  far  as  may  be 
agreed,  of  other  neutral  and'  belligerent  rights. 

43-  Certain  claims  of  indemnity  to  individuals  for 
captures  and  seizures,  preceding  and  subse- 
quent to  the  war. 

3.  They  further  stated,  that  there  were  various 
other  points  to  which  their  instructions  extend- 
ed, which  might  with  propriety  be  objects  of 
discussion,  either  in  the  negotiation  of  the 
peace  or  in  that  qf  a treaty  of  commerce,  which 
in  case  of  a propitious  termination  of  the  pre- 
lect conferences  they  were  likew  ise  authorised 
to  conclude. 

That  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  first  and 
most  essential  object:  of  peace,  they  had  discard- 
ed every  subject  which  was  not  considered  as 
peculiarly  connected  with  that,  and  presented 
only  those  points,  which  appeared  to  be  imme- 
diately relevant  to  this  negociation. 

Tire  American  comm'rsionevs  expressed  their  wish 
to  receive  from  the  British  commissioners  a state- 
ment of  the  views  and  objects  of  Great  Britain  upon 
alt  the  points,  and  their  willingness  to  discuss  them 
all,  in  order  that  if  no  arrangement  could  be  agreed 
to  upon  the  points  not  in  their  instructions,  which 
would  come  within  the  scope  of  the  powers  com- 
mitted to  their  discretion,  the  government  of  the 
United  States  might  be  put  in  possession  of  the  en- 
tire and  precise  intentions  of  that  of  Great  Britain 
with  regard  to  such  points  ; and  that  tho  British 
government  might  be  fully  informed  of  the  objec- 
tions on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  any  such 
arrangement. 

They,  the  American  commissioners,  were  asked 
whether,  if  those  of  Great  Britain  should  enter  fur- 
ther upon  the  discussion,  particularly  respecting  the 
Indian  boundary,  the  American  commissioners  could 
expect  it  would  terminate  by  some  provisional  ar- 
rangement which  they  couhl  conclude,  subject  to 
the  ratification  of  their  government  ? 

They  answered,  that  as  any  arrangement  to  which 
they  could  agree  upon  the  subject  must  be  without 
specific  authority  from  their  government,  it  was  not 
possible  for  them  previous  to  discussion  to  decide 
whether  an  article  on  the  subject  could  be  formed 
which  would  be  mutually  satisfactory,  and  to  which 
they  should  think  themselves  under  the  discretionary 
powers,  justified  in  acceding. 

The  British  commissioners  declined  entering  up- 
«n  the  discussion,  unless  the  American  commission- 
ers would  say,  that  they  considered  it  w ithin  their 
discretion  to  make  a provisional  arrangement  on  the 
subject,  conformable  to  the  view  of  it  prescribed  by 
the  British  government,  and  proposed  to  adjourn 
the  conferences  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  their 
own  government  on  this  state  of  things. 

The  British  commissioners  were  asked,  whether 
it  was  understood  as  an  effect  of  the  proposed  boun- 
dary for  the  indiang,  that  the  United  Slates  would 
l>e  precluded  from  the  right  of  purchasing  territory 
from  the  Indians  within  that  boundary  by  amicable 
treaty  with  the  Indians  themselves,  without  the  con 
sent,  of  Great  Britain  ? And  whether  it  was  under 
stood  to  operate  as  a restriction  upon  the  indium 
from  settling  by  such  amicable  treaties,  lands  to  the 
United  States,  as  has  been  hither  tq  practised  ? 

They  answered,  that  it  was  understood,  that  th< 
Indian'  territories  should  he  a barrier  between  the1 
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British  possessions  and  those  of  the  United  States 
that  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  si  outol 
frot  h be  restricted  from  such  purchases  of  land  ; but 
that  the  in  Jians  would  not  be  restricted  from  selling 
to  any  third  party. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  to  Wednesday  10th 
August. 

True  copy,  C.  HUGHES,  Jr. 

Sec.  to  the  mission  extraordinary*. 
Messrs.  Jldams,  Bayard,  Clay,  Russell , and  Gallatin: 

to  JVtr.  Monroe,  secretary  of  state , dated 

Guest,  19th  Atjgi-st,  1814. 

Sin — Mi.  Bu.ker,  secretary  to  the  British  mis?  ion* 
called  upon  us  to-dav,  at  1 o’clock,  and  invited  us 
to  a conference  to  be  held  at  three.  This  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  British  commissioners  opened  it,  by  say- 
ing that  they  h.ul  received  their  further  instruction* 
this  morning,  and  had  not  lost  a moment  in  request- 
ing a meeting  for  the  purpose  of  communicating 
the  decision  of  their  government,  Ii  is  proper  lo 
notice  that  lord  Castlereagh  had  arrived  last  night 
in  this  city,  whence,  it  is  said,  he  will  depart  to-mor- 
rowon  his  way  to  Brussels  and  Vienna. 

The  British  commissioners  stated  that  their  go* 
vernment  had  felt  some  surprize,  that  we  were  not 
instructed  respecting  the  Indians,  as  it  could  not 
have  been  expected  that  they  would  leave  their 
allies,  in  their  comparatively  weak  situation,  exposed 
to  our  resentment.  Great  Britain  might  justly  have 
supposed  that  the  American  government  would  have 
furnished  us  with  instructions  authorising  us  to 
agree  to  a positive  article  on  the  subject ; but,  the 
least  she  could  demand  was  that  we  should  sign  a 
provisional  article  admitting  the  principle,  subject 
to  the  ratification  of  our  government ; so  that,  if 
it  should  be  ratified,  the  treaty  should  take  effect ; 
and,  if  not,  that  it  should  be  null  and  void  ; on  our 
assent  or  refusal  to  admit  such  an  article  would 
depend  the  continuance  or  suspension  of  the  negq- 
ciation. 

As  we  had  represented  that  the  proposition  made 
by  them,  on  that  subject,  was  not  sufficiently  expli- 
cit, their  government  had  directed  them  to  give  us 
ev«ry  necessary  explanation,  and  to  state  distinctly 
the  basis  which  must  be  considered  as  an  indispen- 
sable preliminary. 

It  was  a sine  qua  non  that  the  Indians  should  be 
included  in  the  pacification,  and,  as  incident  thereto, 
that  the  boundaries  of  their  territory  should  be  per- 
manently established.  Peace  with  the  Indians  was 
a subject  so  simple,  as  to  require  no  comment.  With 
respect  to  the  boundaries  which  was  to  divide  their 
territory  from  that  of  the  United  States,  the  object 
of  the  British  government  was,  that  the  indians 
should  remain  as  a permanent  barrier  between  our 
western  settlements,  and  the  adjacent  British  pro- 
vinces, to  prevent  them  from  being  conterminous  to 
each  other  : and  that  neither  the  United  States,  nor 
Great  Britain,  should  ever  hereafter  have  the  right 
’o  purchase,  or  acquire  any  part  of  the  territory 
thus  recognized,  as  belonging  to  tbe  indians.  With 
regard  to  the  extent  of  the  Indian  territory,  and  the 
boundary  line,  flie  Briiish  government  would  pro* 
pose  the  lines  of  tbe  Greenville  treaty,  as  a proper* 
basis,  subject,  however,  to  discussion  and  modifia* 
cations. 

We  stated  that  the  indian  territory,  according  to 
these  lines,  would  comprehend  a great  number  of 
American  citizens ; not  less,  perhaps,  than  a hun- 
dred thousand : and  asked,  what  was  the  intention 
of  the  British  government  respecting  them,  and  un- 
der whose  government  they  would  fall  ? It  was  an- 
swered that  those  settlements  would  be  taken  into 
consideration,  when  the  line  became  a subject  of  dis- 
cussion i but  that  such  of  the  inhabitants,  as  would. 
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ultimately  be  included  within  the  indian  territory, j .f  the  commissioners  said,  as  Northamptonshire,) 
Must  *uJte  their  own  arrangements  and  provide  for  they  would  certainly  be  kept  by  her,  and  were  not 
themselves.  even  supposed  to  be  an  object  of  discussion. 

The  British  commissioners  here  said  that,  consi-l  From  the  forcible  manner  in  which  the  demand, 
dering  the  importance  of  the  question  we  had  to  tie-  j that  the  United  States  should  keep  n»  naval  armed 
cide,  (that  of  agreeing  to  a provisional  article)  their  force  on  the  lakes,  nor  any  military  post  on  their 
government  had  thought  it  right,  that  we  should  also : shores,  lias  been  brought  forward,  we  were  induced 


be  fully  informed  of  its  views,  with  respect  to  the 
proposed  revision  of  the  boundary  line,  between  the 
dominions  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

1st.  Experience  h:*d  proved  that  the  joint  posses- 
sion of  the  lakes,  and  a right  common  to  both  nations 
to  keep  up  a naval  force  on  them,  necessarily  pro- 
duced collisions,  and  rendered  peace  insecure.  As 
Great  Britain  could  not  be  supposed  to  expect  to 
make  conquests  in  that  quarter,  and  as  that  province 
was  essentially  weaker  than  the  United  States,  and 
exposed  to  invasion,  it.  was  necessary,  for  its  secu- 
rity, that  Great  Britain  should  require  that  the 
United  States  should  hereafter  keep  no  armed  na- 
val force  on  the  Western  Lakes,  from  Lake  Ontario 
to  Lake  Superior,  both  inclusive  ; that  they  should 
not  erect  any  fortified  or  military  post  or  establish- 
ment on  the  shores  of  those  lakes ; and  that  they 
should  not  m tin  tain  thos 
opting.  This  must,  they 

moderate  demand,  since  Great  Britain,  if  she  had  i immediately  to  apprize  you,  by  this  hasty,  but  cor- 


to  inquire  whether  this  condition  was  also  meant  as 
a sine  qua  non ? To  this  the  British  commissioners 
declined  giving  a positive  answer.  They  said  that 
they  had  been  sufficiently  explicit;  that  they  had 
given  us  one  sine  qua  mm,  and  when  we  had  disposed 
of  that,  it  would  be  time  enough  to  give  us  an  an- 
swer as  to  another. 

We  then  stated  that,  considering  the  nature  and 
importance  of  the  communication  made  this  day,  we 
wished  the  British  commissioners  to  reduce  their 
proposals  to  writing,  before  we  gave  them  an  answer; 
this  they  agreed  to  and  promised  t»  send  tis  an  offi- 
cial note  without  delay. 

We  need  hardly  say  that  the  demands  of  Great 
Britain  will  receivefrom  us  an  unanimous  and  decided 
negative.  We  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  detain  the 
John  Adams  for  the  purpose  of  transmitting  to  you 
which  were  already  ex- j the  official  notes  which  may  pass  on  the  subject  and 
said,  be  considered  as  a [close  the  negotiation.  And  we  have  felt  it  our  duty 


not  disclaimed  the  intention  of  any  increase  of  ter- 
ritory, might  with  propriety  have  asked  a cession  of 
the  adjacent  American  shores.  The  commercial  na- 
vigation and  intercourse  would  be  left  on  the  same 
footing  as  heretofore.  It  was  expressly  stated,  (in 
answer  to  a question  we  asked,)  that  Great  Britain 
was  to  retain  the  right  of  having  an  armed  naval 
force  on  those  lakes,  and  of  bolding  military  posts 
and  establishments  on  their  shores. 

2.  The  boundary  line  west  of  lake  Superior,  and 
thence  to  the  Mississippi,  to  be  revised  and  the  trea- 
ty right  or  Great  Britain  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi,  to  be  continued.  When  asked,  whether 
they  did  not.  mean  the  line  from  the  lake  of  the 


rect  sketch  of  our  last  conference,  that  there  is  not 
at  present,  any  hope  of  peace. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  perfect  respeqt, 
your  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

J,  A.  BAYARD, 

H.  CLAY, 

JON  A.  RUSSELL, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

JYoie  of  the  British  commissioners.  Received  after  the 
above  letter  was  written. 

The  undersigned,  plenipotentiaries  of  his  Britan- 
nic majesty,  do  themselves  the  honor  of  acquainting 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States,  that  they 


Woods  to  the  Mississippi,  the  British  commissioners  have  communicated  to  their  court  the  result  of  the 


repeated  that  they  meant  the  line  from  lake  Superior, 
to  that  river. 

3.  A direct  communication  from  Halifax  and  thepro- 
vince  of  Ntfw-Bmnswick  to  Quebec,  to  be  secured  to 
Great  Britain.  In  answer  to  our  question,  in  what 
manner  this  was  to  be  effected,  we  were  told  that  it 
must  be  done  by  a cession  to  Great  Britain  of  that 


conference  which  they  had  the  honor  of  holding  with 
them  upon  the  9th  instant,  in  which  they  stated, 
that  they  were  unprovided  with  any  specific  instruc- 
tions, as  to  comprehending  the  Indian  nations  in  a 
treaty  of  peace  to  be  made  with  Great  Britain,  and 
as  to  defining  a boundary  to  the  Indian  territory. 

'he  undersigned  are  instructed  to  acquaint  the 


portion  of  the  district  of  .Yl-iine  (in  the  state  of  Mas*  plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  Slates,  that  his  ma- 
sachusetts)  which  intervenes  between  New  Bruns- [ jesty’s  government  having  at  the  outset  of  the  nego- 
wick  and  Quebec,  and  prevents  that  direct  commu-  ciation,  with  a view  to  the  speedy  restoration  of 
cation.  [peace,  reduced  as  far  as  possible  the  number  of 

Reverting  to  the  proposed  provisiof^l  article,  res-  points  to  be  discussed,  and  having  professed  thern- 
pecting  the  Indian  pacification  an  l boundary,  the  selves  willing  to  forego  on  some  important  topics  any 
British  commissioners  concluded  by  stating  to  us,  stipulation  to  the  advantage  of  Great  Britain,  Cannot 
that  if  the  conferences  should  be  suspended  by  our  but  feel  soma  surprize  that  the  government  of  the 
refusal  to  agree  to  suqh  an  article,  without  having  United  States  should  not  have  furnished,  their  pleni- 
obtained  further  instructions  from  our  government,  potentiates  with  instructions  upon  those  points 
Great  Britain  would  not  consider  herself  bound  to  which  could  hardly  fail  to  coma  under  discussion, 
abide  by  the  terms  which  she  now  offered,  but  would  j Under  the  inability  of  the.  American  plenipotentia- 
be  at  liberty  to  vary  and  regulate  her  demands  ac-jries,  to  conclude  any  article  upon  (he  subject  ofTn- 


eording  to  subsequent  events,  and  in  such  manner  as 
the  state  of  the  war,  at  the  time  of  renewing  the  ne- 
gotiations, might  warrant. 

We  asked  whether  the  statement  made,  respecting 
the  proposed  revision  of  the  boundary  line  between 
the  United  States  and  ibc  dominions  of  Great  Britain, 
embraced  all  theobjeets  she  meant  to  bring  forward 
for  discussion,  and  what  were,  particularly,  her  views 


dian  pacification  and  Indian  boundary,  which  shall 
bind  the  government  of  the  United  Slates,  his  ma- 
jesty’s government  conceive  that  thev  cannot  give  a 
better  proof  of  their  sincere  desire  for  the  restora- 
tion of  peace,  than  by  professing  their  willingness  to 
accept  a provisional  article  upon  those  heads,  in  the 
event  of  the  American  plenipotentiaries  considering 
themselves  authorised  to  accede  to  the  general  prin-i 


with  respect  to  Moose  island,  and  such  other  islands  | ciples,  upon  which  such  an  article  ought  to  be  found- 
in  the  bay  of  Passamaquoddy,  as  had  been  in  our  pos-  j ed.  With  a view  to  enable  the  American  plenipo- 
session  till  the  present  war,  bat  had  been  lately  cap- ! Untiaries  to  decide,  how  far  the  conclusion  of  such 
We  were  answered,  that  those  islands,  be-  j an  article  is  within  the  limit  of  their  general  discre 


tui\  d ? 


lodging  of  right  to  Great  Britain,  (as  much  so,  one  Lon,  the  undersigned  are  directed  to  s*ate,  fully  and 
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distinctly,  the  bases  upon  which  alone  Great  Britain 
sees  any  prospect  of  advantage  in  the  continuance  of 
the  negociations  at  the  present  time. 

The  undersigned  have  already  had  the  honor  of 
stating  to  the  American  plenipotentiaries,  that  in 
considering  the  points  above  referred  to,  as  a sine 
qua  non  of  any  treaty  of  peace,  the  view  of  the  British 
government  is  the  permanent  tranquility  and  secu- 
rity of  the  Indian  nations,  and  the  prevention  of  those 
jealousies  and  irritations,  to  which  the  frequent  alte- 
ration of  tile  Indian  limits  has  hereto  ore  given  rise. 

For  this  purpose  it  is  indispensably  necessary,  that 
the  Indian  nations  who  have  been  during  the  war  in 
alliance  with  Great  Britain  should,  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war,  be  included  in  the  pacification. 

It  is  equally  necessary,  that  a definite  boundary 
should  be  assigned  to  the  Indians,  and  that  the  con- 
tracting parties  should  guarantee  the  integrity  of 
their  territory,  by  a mutual  stipulation,  not  to  acquire 
by  purchase,  or  otherwise,  any  territory  within  the 
specified  limits.  The  British  government  are  willing 
to  take,  as  the  basis  of  an  article  on  this  subject, those 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Grenville,  subject  to  mo 
dificationa,  which  relate  to  a boundary  line. 

As  the  undersigned  are  desirous  of  stating  every 
point  in  connection  with  the  subject,  which  may  rea- 
sonably influence  the  decision  of  the  American  ple- 
nipotentiaries in  the  exercise  of  their  discretion, 
they  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  repeat 
\vhat  they  have  already  staled,  that  Great  Britain  de- 
sires the  revision  of  the  frontier  between  her  North 
American  dominions  and  those  of  the  United  States, 
*101 ‘with  any  view  to  an  acquisition  of  territory,  as 
fcueh,but  for  the  purpose  of  securing  her  possessions, 
and  preventing  future  disputes. 

The  British  government,  consider  the  lakes  from 
lake  Ontario  to  lake  Superior,  both  inclusive,  to  be 
the  natural  military  frontier  of  the  British  posses- 
sions in  North  America.  As  the  weaker  power  on 
the  North  American  continent,  the  least  capable  of 
acting  offensively,  and  the  most  exposed  to  sudden 
invasion,  Great  Britain  considers  the  military  occu* 
paticn  of  these  lakes  as  necessary  to  the  security  of 
her  dominions.  A boundary  line  equally  dividing 
these  waters,  with  a right  to  each  nation  to  arm,  both 
upon  the  lakes  and  upon  their  shores,  is  calculated 
to  create  a coivtest  for  naval  ascendancy  in  peace  as 
well  as  in  war.  The  power  which  occupies  these 
SAkes  should,  as  a necessary  result,  have  the  military 
occupation  of  both  shores. 

In  furtherance  of  this  object  the  British  govern- 
ment is  prepared  to  propose  a boundary.  But  as  this 
anight  be  misconstrued  as  an  intention  to  extend  their 
possessions  to  tl>e  southward  of  the  lakes,  which  is 
by  no  means  the  object  they  have  in  view,  they  are 
disposed  to  leave  the  territorial  limits  undisturbed, 
and  as  incident  to  them,  the  free  commercial  naviga- 
tion of  the  lakes,  provided  that  the  American  govern- 
ment will  stipulate  not  to  maintain  or  construct,  any 
fortifications  upon.,  or  within  a limited  distance  of  the 
shores,  or  maintain  or  construct  any  armed  vessel 
upon  the  lakes  in  question,  or  in  the  livers  which 
empty  themselves  into  the  same. 

If  this  can  be  adjusted,  there  will  then  remain  for 
discussion  the  arrangement  of  the  north  western 
boundary  between  lake  Superior  and  the  Mississippi, 
the  free  navigation  of  that  river,  and  such  a vacation 
of  the  line  of  frontier  as  may  secure  a direct  com- 
munication between  Quebec  arid  Halifax. 

The  undersigned  trust,  that  the  full  statement 
which  they  have  made  of  the  views  and  objects  of  the 
British  government  in  requiring  the  pacification  of 
the  Indian  nations,  and  * permanent  limit  to  their 
te;ri lories,  will  enable  the  American  plenipotentia 
pies  to  conclude  a provisional  article  upon  the  basis 


above  stated.  Should  they  feel  it  necessary  to  refet 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  further 
instructions,  the  undersigned  feel  it  incumbent  upon 
hem  to  acquaint  the  American  plenipotentiaries, 
hat  the  government  cannot  be  precluded  br  any 
dung  that  has  passed  from  varying  die  terms  at  pre- 
seiit  proposed,  in  such  a manner,  as  the  stale  of  war., 
at  the  t .me  of  r sinning  the  conferences,  may,  in  their 
judgment  render  advisable. 

The  undersigned  avad  themselves  of  this  occasion 
to  renew  to  the  plempcneniuriesof  the  United  States^ 
the  assurance  of  their  high  consideration. 

(Sgned)  GAMBIER, 

HENRY  GOULRUBN, 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 
Ghent , 19th  August^  1814. 


The  Budget. 

TtXrOTIT  or  THE  COMM TTTEE  (IP  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  committee  if  ways  and  mentis,  to  whom  was  referred  so  murk 

of  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  as  relates  t* 

the  finances—  REPORT, 

That  tax-'s,  loans,  a:>d  treasury  notes,  appear  to  be  the  r-sou reps 
on  which  w • must  rely  for  carrying1  on  the  war.  The  product  of 
the  first,  cannot  he  commanded  in  time  to  ro&  t the  immediate  de- 
niamls  on  the  treasury — t reliance  on  loans,  in  tin-  pry  nt  situation 
of  this  country,  would  bt  uncertain,  and  the  Hu.so  which  th  y 
would  be  obtained  not  such  as  to  induce  a resort  to  them  at  the 
present  moment— treasury  not<  s,  combined  with  a system  of  taxa-. 
tion  more  extended  than  the  one  heretofore  adopted,*  will,  it  is  he- 
li'-ved,  in  the  present  state  of  hank  credit,  b>  found  to  be  a much 
better  resource.  The  want  of  some  medium,  which,  resting  on  a 
firm  and  solid  basis,  may  unite  public  eoufidetic**,  and  have  a gene--, 
ra!,  instead  of  a local  circulation,  is  now  universally  acknow  ledged,' 
The  stoppage  of  specie  payments  hy  the  principal  banks  of  the 
middle  states,  has  embarrassed  greatly  tha  optrations  of  the  treai* 
sury,  and  hy  cot  . fining  the  circulation  of  notes  to  the  limits  of  the 
states  within  which  tlK-y  are  issued,  has  deprived  th<-  government 
of  all  the  facilities,  in  the  remittance  of  money,  which  was  affordr 
ed  while  public  confidence  gave  to  bank  notes  a general  circulation. 
The  notes  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia  will  not  be  received  in 
Boston ; the  notes  of  Baltimore,  or  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
will  not  answer  for  payments  in  Philadelphia.  If.  by  any  new  mo* 
dification,  treasury  notes  could  be  made  to  answrr  the  purposes  of 
a circulating  medium,  between  the  different  states,  they  would 
greatly  facilitate  the  operations  of  government,  and  free  from  em» 
barvassment  the  transactions  of  individuals.  To  secure  their  cir- 
culation, it  would  he  necessary,  1st,  To  issue  the  notes  in  sums 
sufficiently  small  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  sori**tv.  2*1,  To  al- 
low the  individual  who  holds  them,  to  fund  them  at  pleasure  at  an  y 
of  the  loan  officers,  and  to  receive  their  amount  in  stock  of  the 
United  States,  liearing  an  interest  of  8 per  cent.  3d,  To  make 
‘them  payable  to  bearer,  and  transferable  by  delivery.  4tb,  To 
make  them  receivable  in  all  payments  for  public  lands  end  taxes.— 
5th,  To  pledge,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  amount  is- 
sued, so  much  of  the  internal  duties  as  shall  he  necessary.  To  pre- 
vent an  accumulation  of  circulating  medium,  the  United  States  to 
retain  the  power,  on  giving  six  months  notice,  of  redeeming  them 
with  specie,  or  exchanging  for  them  stock,  bearing  an  interest,  of 
8 prr  cent.  If  these  provisions  are  adopted,  and  taxes  imposed, 
which  shall  manifest  clearly'  the  ability  of  the  government  to  meet 
its  engagements,  our  present  difficulties  will  vanish,  confidence  he 
restored,  and  the  capital,  hoarded  by'  avarice,  or  locked  up  from 
timidity,  will  be  again  restored  to  the  accustomed  chaumls  of 
circulation.  In  presenting  additional  objects  of  taxation,  care  has 
been  taken  to  select  such  as  will  bear  equally  on  every  portion  of 
the  community.  In  Europe,  the  price  of  agricultural  products  is 
not  materially  affected  by  a state  of  war;  the  produce  of  the  earth 
is  there  consumed  within  the  country,  in  peace  and  in  war.  The 
situation  of  the  Uuittd  States  is  totally  different— with  an  extensive 
and  fertile  country,  and  a small  population,  compared  to  the  extent 
of  our  territory,  we  havt  annually  a large  surplus  to  export  to 
foreign  markets,  over  and  above  what  is  necessary  for  consumption. 
On  the  export  of  this  surplus,  which  is  cut  off  by  war,  depends,  in  a 
great  degree,  the  ability  of  tlu-  farmer  to  meet  taxes.  While,  how- 
ever, war  depresses  the  agricultural  interest,  it  gives  vigor  to  va- 
rious manufactures;  by  destroying  all  foreign  competition,  tlu  war 
has  brought  many  of  tlu  se  manufactures  to  a state  of  perfection, 
which  will  secure  tlieir  successful  prosecution  even  after  peace 
shall  be  restov  d,  In  times  of  difficulty  and  danger,  we  must  appeal 
to  the  patriotism  of  every  class  of  our  citizens.  These  establish- 
ments. under  the  fostering  hand  of  the . government,  have  grown 
to  maturity,  and  will  not  hesitate  to  bear,  with  the  agricultural 
int*  rests,  tlu-ir  portion  of  the  taxes  necessary  to  maintain,  unim- 
paired, that  character  for  punctuality  and  good  faith,  for  which  the 
American  government  has  heretofore  been  distinguished.  Several 
of  these  manufactures  have  been  selected  as  proper  subjects  of 
taxation;  and  it  is  proposed  to  unite  with  the  taxes,  a pledge  of 
Uic  public  faith  for  the  continuance  of  the  double  duties,  until  the 
tax  shall  be  repealed. 

The  committee  deem  it  nun  cussary.  at  present,  to  present  any 
view  of  the  expenditures  for  the  next  year,  reserving  a report  on 
that  subject,  until  the  estimates  from  the  treasury  shall  be  forwarded. 
Confining,  t lirrefore,  this  report  to  tin  additional  taxes,  necessary  for 
the  support  of  the  public  credit,  they  submit  the  folly  wing.resolutionf: 
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t.  Resolv&t,  That  it  is  expedient  to  continue  the  direct  tax,  and 
R>  increase  the  same  fifty  per  cent. 

Resolved.  Tiiat  it  i<  expedient  to  iiicr-asethe  duty  on  spirits 
disulh  d,  by  an  additional  duty  ot  1*  1-2  cents  on  the  gallo;*. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  add  oue  hundred  per  ceut. 
to  the  preseht  duty  on  sal<  s at  auctions. 

4.  Resolved , That  it  is  expedient  to  add  fifty  per  ceut.  to  tne 

presort  duty  on  the  conveyance  of  papers  and  letters.  .....  I 

5.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  impose  a duty  on  tile  follow- 
ing articles,  viz.  manufactured  tobacco  and  suu.T,  in  the  hands  ot  ; 
the  manufacturer ; candles,  of  tallow  and  spermacctti ; > ts<  v°t- 
ton  yarn,  spun  by  the  aid  j f machinery,  worked  by  stea:u  or  water ; i 
leather;  pig  iron;  castings;  bar,  rolled  and  slit  iron;  and  on 
nails  made  by  the  aid  of  machinery;  on  furniture,  above  a tt'C  , 
tain  value,  except  beds,  ivdding,  a id  articles  of  domestic  mauu  | 
facture,  in  the  hands  of  the  ow:ier ; lieer,  ale  and  port  r,  tJ  the  j 
hams  of  the  manufacturer ; boots  and  shoes  above  a c-.-rtaiu  |»rice, 
in  tiu*  hands  of  the  manufacturer ; on  plated  harm  ss,in  the  hands 
of  t lie  owner;  on  vats  for  the  manufacture  of  paper ; on  saddles  | 
an  i bridt* «.  above  a c*rtai  i |»rice,  in  the  bands  of  the  owner  ; on  | 
gold  and  silver  watches,  in  the  hands  of  the  owner;  on  pleasure  , 
nurses,  kept  exclusively  lor  the  saddle  or  carriage  ; on  playing, 
cards,  and  on  lotteries. 

Estimate  of  the  amount  of  the  proposed  increase,  and  of  the  new  duties. 
30  per  cent,  on  too  dirent  tax.  Dolls.  l,5<)0,0  :0  , 

Addition  duty  on  distill*  d spirits,  3,0o0,000  1 

100  per  cent. on  the  preseut  auction  duties,  150,000 

SO  per  cent,  on  postage,  250, -m 

Manufactured  tobacco  and  snuT.  10,000,000  of  lbs.  ave* 
raged  at  4 cents,  40  .,000 

Candles  of  fallow  6.000.900  lbs.  at  2 cents,  120,000 

Sper  nacetti  and  white  wax  400,0o0  lbs.  at  10  cents,  40,000 

Hals— on  beaver  l dollar,  castors  75  cents, and  roru-us  IS 
Cents,  payable  by  manufacturers,  600, 0op 

Cotton  yarn,  spun  by  the  aid  of  machinery,  worked  by 
steam  or  wat-r,  400,090  spindles,  at  25  cents,  100,000 

Leather — soal,  neats,  harness,  call;  horse  and  hog,  kid 
and  seal  skin,  18,0  0,000  lbs.  averaged  at  three  cents,  540,000 
Soat  ami  sheep  skins  tanned  with  sumack,  <>*  otherwise 
to  resemble  Spanish  lebUier,  at  50  eeu%s  ;be  dozen, 
ami  all  other  skins  tanned  or  dressed  tfit  Hum,  ave- 
raged at  3 cents  per  lb.  60,000 

Iron,  300,0  >0  tons  of  pig,  at  1 dollar,  30:;,00d 

100,000  tons  of  castings,  at  l dollar  50  cents,  150,000 

100,000  tons  of  bar,  rolled  and  slit,  at  1 dollar,  100, Ot'O 

®u  beer,  ale,  and  porter,  6/>00,000  gallons  at  i cent,  60,000 

Fomiiuiv  tax,  excluding  beds,  bedding,  kitchen  furni- 
ture, carpets  and  curtains  of  domestic  manufacture, 
and  family  pictures  and  excluding  also  from  tile  ob- 
lation of  the  tax,  every  pt  rson  whose  furniture,  exclu- 
sive of  the  above  articles,  do-'s  not  amount  to  200  dol- 
davs.  The  estimate  is  made  on  a suppo  liion  that  the 
United  States  contains  800,000  fainilie* 

Families  exempt,as  possessing  less  than  2G„  .ftllars  wards 
of  furniture,  255,000, 

Vossc-ssing  between 
200  and  400  dolls. 

40  > and  600  do. 

600  and  1 >00  do. 

1000  and  1 5-'0  do. 

150  and  2000  do. 

2000  and  3000  do. 

3000  and  4000  do. 

4000  and  6000  do. 

6 000  ami  9000  do* 

Above  9000  do. 


300.000  at  1 doll. 

100,  00  at  1 5ft 

75.000  at  3 

25.000  at  « 

15.000  at  10 

10.000  at  17 
10,000  at  28 
10,000  at  45 

5.000  at  75 

1.000  at  100 

Bouts,  white  top  and  full  dress  military  boots,  109,000  pair 
at  75  cents, 

Other  boots  or  bootees  of  the  value  of  8 dolls.  250,000 
pair,  at  50  cents, 

Boots  or  bootees,  not  less  than  5 dollars  in  value,  and  not 
exceeding  8,  500,000  nail',  at  25  cents, 

Fine  shoes, above  tlie  value  of  1 doll. and  75  ets.  1,000,000 
at  10  cents, 

Plated  harnes  in  the  hands  of  the  owner,  50,000  pair,  at 
2 dollars. 

On  the  manufacture  of  paper;  on  vats  exclusively  em- 
ployed in  making  white  paper,  50  dolls,  on  vats  em- 
ployed in  making  part  w hite  and  part  brown,  30  dol- 
lars; on  vats  exclusively  employed  in  making  blown 
paper,  15  dolls- 2 00  vats  averaged, 

#n  nails  made  by  tlie  aid  of  machinery,  20,000,000  lbs.  at 
1 cent, 

•n  saddles  under  10  dollars  value,  50  cents;  over  10  and 
under  15,  7*5  cents;  and  above  the  value  of  15  dollars, 
1 dollar, 

• n bridles  of  less  value  than  2 dolls.  10  cents;  2 dolls,  and 
under  5,  20  c*  nts;  5 dolls,  aud  under  10, 40  ets.  above 
10  dolls.  1 dollar, 

Pleasure  horses  kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle,  1 dollar; 
horses  kept  exclusively  for  the  carriage,  1 dollar  and 
50  ets. 

#old  watches,  250,000  at  2 dolls. 

Silver  watches,  250,000,  at  1 dollar, 

Playing  cards,  400,000  packs  at  25  cents. 

Lotteries  a per  cent,  on  the  amount, 


80  ,000 

150.000 

225.000 

150.000 

150.000 

170.000 

2.80.000 

450.000 

375.000 

10,-00 

75,000 

125.000 
125/100 

100.000 
100,000 


30,000 

200,000 

100,000 

100,000 


15T.COO 

5 0,000 

250.00 

100.000 

50,0o0 


, , . . „ 11,635,000 

Add  the  revenue  of  1315,  as  estimated  by  the  Secretary 
oftiie  Treasury,  10,800,000 

fcfakes  for  1815,  a revenue  »f  dolh*  22,435,00 0 ( 


Congress  of  the  United  States. 

SENATE-  ~ 

Monday,  October1  3.  Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration; 

Resolved , That  a emmuittee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire and  report  to  the  senate  the  extent  of  the  in- 
jur, done  tile  capitol  anil  other  public  buildings  of 
the-  United  Slates  by  tlie  enemy,  the  best  means  of 
preserving  from  further  damage  by  the  weather  the 
rein  a. ns  o'  these  edifices,  and  the  expediency  of  an 
appropriation  for  repairing  the  snne. 

FO  It  El  ON  RELATIONS. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  tha 
president  of  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Coles  his  se- 
cretary: • 

To  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 

I transmit  to  the  senate  a report  from  the  de- 
partment of  state  complying  with  their  resolution 
of  the  26th  ultimo.  ' JAMES  MADISON. 

October  3d  1814, 

Tne  undersigned,  acting  as  secretary  of  state,  t« 
whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  senate, 
requesting  the  president  to  cause  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  senate  such  information  in  his  possession, 
respecting  the  existing  state  of  the  relations  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  continental  powers 
of  Europe,  as  lie  may  deem  not  improper  to  be  com- 
municated, has  the  honor  to  report: 

Tmit  the  relations  of  the  United  States  and  the 
continental  powers  of  Europe,  continue  to  be  those 
of  peace  and  amity;  nor  is  there,  so  far  as  is  known 
to  this  department,  reason  to  believe  that  an  unfa- 
vorable change  is  likely  to  take  place. 

Measures  have  been  taken  to  continue  our  diplo- 
matic relations  with  France  under  the  existing  go- 
vernment, and  to  renew  those  with  Spain,  which 
have  been  for  a time  interrupted  by  Uie  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  that  country.  Diplomatic  relations  are 
also  ren<-wed  with  the  united  provinces  of  the  low 
countries.  The  new  government  has  sent  an  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the 
United  States,  who  has  been  received. 

With  the  other  powers  of  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope, our  relations  have  unaergoiie  no  change  since 
the  last  session  of  congress. 

Ail  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Department  of  state , October  1,  1814. 

[Tlie  above  is  the  only  matter  of  importance  in 
the  procedings  of  either  house — the  usual  brief  de- 
tail shall  be  inse.  ted  as  customary. "] 

HOUSE  OF  HKi’KESENTATlVKS. 

Thursday,  September  9,  The  Speaker  laid  before 
t-’.e  house  tne  copy  of  a resolution,  transmitted  un- 
der cover-  to  him  from  Philadelphia,  passed  by  the 
select  and  common  council  of  that  city,  offering  to 
Uie  congress  and  government,  the  use  of  buildings 
in  that  city,  for  their  accommodation,  provided  it 
shall  be  deemed  expedient  in  consequence  of  incon- 
venience experienced  from  the  destruction  of  the 
capitol,  &c.  to  remove  f rom  Washington. 

O11  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk  of  N.  Y.  tins  resolve  was 
referred  to  the  committee  already  raised  on  that  sub- 
ject. 

Friday,  Sept.  30. — Mr.  Jackson’s  proposition  to  al- 
ter the  constitution  so  that  “congress  shall  have 
power  to  establish  a national  bank,”  was  taken  up  in 
committee  of  the  whole.  After  some  interesting 
remarks  from  Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  M‘Kee,  the 
aommittee  refused  to  agree  to  the  proposition. 

The  question,  in  the  house,  on  concurring  witk 
the  committee  in  their  disagreement  to  the  proposi- 
tion, w,  s then  decided  as  follows. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Avery,  Barnett,  Baylies  of 
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Mass.  Bayly  of  Mr.  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Butler, 
<Ja|Kn  ton,  Caldwell,  Chanipiun,  Chappell,  Gilley,  Ciark.  Clapton, 
Comstock,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Cttthhm,  l>;!nn,  Davenport, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Farrow^  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vt.  Fisk  of 
N.  Y.  Forney,  Forsythe,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Golds!*)  rough,  Gros- 
venor, Hanson,  Hawkins,  Hubbard,  Hurlhcvt,  Irwin,  Jackson,  of 
H.  I.  Kent,  of  N.  Y.  Kffr,  King  of  Mass.  Law,  LefFerts,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Lowndes,  M'Kee,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Moseley,  Murfree,  Mar- 
ked, Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pou,  John  Reed,  Rea  of  Penn, 
llieh,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Schureman,  Sevier.  Sharp,  Sherwood,  Skin- 
ner, Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Sturges,  Thompson,  Vosc, 
Ward  of  Mass.  Word  of  N.  J.  Wlieaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Winter 
and  Yancey— 86. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bowen,  Burwell, 
Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creightou,  Davis  of  Penn.  Earle, 
Eppea,  Evans,  Franklin,  Ghulson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin, 
Griffin,  Hali,  Hanris,  Hawes,  Humphreys,  Ingevsolj,  Jackson  of 
Vir.  Kershaw,  King  of  N.  C.  Lyle,  Macon,  M’Coy,  M’Kim,  M’Leaft. 
Moore,  Newton,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Ten.  Roane, 
South  of  Vifg.  TamieliilL,  Udree  and  Wilson  of  Penn.— 14. 

So  tits  Jumse  Uecuted  by  a large  majority,  that  it 
would  not  agree  to  this  proposed  amendment  to  the 
constitution. 

jp*-  It  would  rather  appear  from  the  little  that  was 
said,  that  many  voted  against  the  proposition  on  the 
idea  that  congress  had  already  the  power  required. 

Adjourned  until  Monday. 

Monday,  October  3. — Mr.  Troup  from  the  military 
committee  reported -a  resolution  to  confer  certain 
honorary  rewards  on  generals  Grown,  Scott,  Gaines 
and  M acorn b— referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole, 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  N.  Y.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  same  was  referred,  reported  as  follows: 

“ Resolved , That  it  is  inexpedient  to  remove  the 
seat  of  government  at  this  time  from  the  city  of 
■Washington.” 

The  house  having  agreed  to  consider  the  report — 

Mr.  Fisk  of  New-York  said  he  had  reported  that 
resolution  in  conformity  to  the  directions  of  a ma- 
jority of  the  committee;  but  he  now  thought  it  his 
duty  to  move  to  strike  out  the  word  inexpedient  and 
insert  the  word  expedient . 

A short  desultory  conversation  took  place  be- 
tween several  members  in  relation  to  the  state  61 
defence  of  the  place,  &c. 

When  the  question  on  Mr.  Fisk’s  motion  to  amend 
(the  effect  of  which  was  to  declare  it  expedient  to 
remove)  was*  taken  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Baylies,  of  Mass.  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Browli,  Butler,  Caldwell, 
Champion,  Cilley,  Clark?  Condict,  Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creigh- 
ton, Davenport,  Davis  yl  Perm.  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvaii,  Ely, 
Fisk  of  N.  Y.  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hurlbm,  lngersoll,  Ingham, 
Irwin,  Jackson,  of  11. 1.  Kent  of  N.  Y.  King  pfMass.  Law,  Lovett,  I 
Lvle,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Moseley,  Murfree,  Marked,  Oakley,  Pick- 
ering, Piper,  Post,  John  Reed,  Rea  of  Penn.  Rich,  Haggles, 
Schuretiwn,  Seybert,  Slurp,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Stanford,  Stock- 
ton,  Sturges,  Tani>eihl),  l a)  lor,  Thompson,  Ihlree,  Voso,  Ward, 
of  Mast.  Ward  of  N.  J.  Wilcox  and  Winter— 68. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bayly 
of  Vir.  Bowen,  Burwell,  CapertoJi,  Chappell,  Clopton,  Comstock, 
Crawford,  Culpeper,  Cuthocrt,  Dana,Eafi,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow, 
Findl.y,  Fisk  of  Vt.  Forney,  Forsythe,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Ghol- 
son,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hanson,  Harris,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Huobard,  Humphreys,  Jackson  of  Virg.  Johnson  of  Ky. 
Kerr,  Ktrsluw,  King,  of  N.  C.  Lefferts,  Lewis,  Lowndes,  Macon, 
M’Coy,  M’Kee,  M’Kini,  M’Lean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Newton, 
lVursoo,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Ten.  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Virg.  Strong,  Stuart,  Telfair,  Troup,  White,  Wilson  of 
Penn,  and  Yancey.— 68. 

The  hou^e  being;  equally  divided — 

The  speaker  suid,  I19  vvas  now  called  on  to  give  a 
vote  as  unexpected  as  painful.  The  speaker  would, 
on  this  occasion,  as  on  any  other,  regardless  of  the 
feelings  which  might  be  thereby  excited,  and  the 
impressions  probably  received,  give  that  vole  which 
lie  believed  the  interests,  safety  and  honor  of  the 
nation  under  all  the  circumstances  to  require.  He 
was  deeply  impressed  with  the  belief  that  these 
considerations  required  him  to  vote  in  the  affirma- 
tive. The  reason  for  this  vote  was,  that  this  district 
could  not  be  defended  except  at  an  immense  ex- 
pence,  at  an  expence  perhaps  half  of  that  which 
would  be  necessary  to  carry  on  tiie  war. 

So  the  apiendment  was  carried, 
deferred  to  a committee  of  the  whole. 


At..  Montgomery,  of  Ky.  offered  the  following: 

It  evolved.  That  the  committee  of  claims  be  in- 
structed to  enquire  into  she  expediency  of  making 
provision  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  militia 
piyvates  slain  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  motion  having  been  amended,  on  suggestion 
ot  Mr.  Desha  of  Ky,  so  as  to  include  also  those  who 
may  die  or  have  died  whilst  in  tiie  service,  and  also 
so  as  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  military  committee, 
instead  of  the  committee  of  claims,  was  agreed  to.- 

Tuesday,  October  4. — Mr.  Pleasants  of  Ya.  from 
tiie  committee  on  naval  affairs,  who  were  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  to  mer- 
chant recap  tors  tiie  provisions  of  the  bill  allowing  a 
bounty  on  prisoners  to  the  owners  and  cmWs  of  pri^ 
vale  armed  vessels,  reported,  that  it  was  inexpedient 
to  extend  the  provisions  ot  the  said  act  to  the  case 
just  staled. 

After  soffie  objections  by  Mr.  King  of  klass.  tire 
report  was  accepted  by  i large  majority. 

The  resolution  on  removing’  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment was  taken  up — a motion  for  an  indefinite  post- 
ponement Was  negatived — ayes  61,  nays  77.  Progress 
reported,  and  the  committee  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

(k/*  From  the  4th  to  the  loth,  both  houses  waiting  fot  the  reports' 
of  their  several  conuniut^s,  done  nothing  very  important.  Ii>the 
senate,  a vote  bestowing 'he  usual  civic  honors,  on  cant.  Warring 
ton  and  his  officers  ami  er»w  for  capturing  the  Ep-rrier,  was  pass- 
ed unanimously.  In  the  house,  on  the  5th  and  6th,  the  resolves 
“that  it  was  expedient  to  remove  the  seat  of  government,’*  was  dis- 
cussed. A motion  to  insert  “inexpedient”  for  expedient  was  lost 
—ayes  67,  nays  70.  rfhe  next  day,  the  question  on  the  passage  of 
the  resolution,  was,  after  dobate,  passed  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows; 
and  a committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a trill  accordingly. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Baylies  of  Mass.  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Brown,  Btitl»r,  Caldwell* 
Champion,  Gilley,  Clark,  Condict,  Conard, Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton  { 
Davenport,  Davis  of  Penn.  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Ely, 
FintHey,  Fisk  of  N.  Y.  Geddes,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor.  Huribert, 
lngersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  R.  I.  Kent,  of  N.  Y.  King, 
of  Mass.  Law,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Mostly,  Markell,  Oak- 
ley, Ormsky,  Pickering,  Piper,  Post,  John  Reed,  Rea,  at  Penn. 
Rich,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Seyb-rt,  Sharp,  Sherwood,  Shipherd, 
Skinner,  Stockton,  Sturges, Stanford,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Mass.  Ward  of  N.  J.  Wheaton,  Wilcox 
and  Winter — 72. 

NAYS— Messrs*  Archer,  Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bayly;1 
of  Virg.  Bowen,  Burwell,  Chappell,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Crawlord, 
Culpcp|»«i*,  Cuihbm-t,  Dana,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fisk  of 
Vt.  F’orjiey,  Forsythe,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Glasgow, 
Goidsborough,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Ha*son,  Harris,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungkrford,  Irving,  Jackson,  of 
Virg,  Johnson,  ot  Ky.  Kent,  of  Md.  Kerr,  Kershaw.  King,  of  N.C.- 
Lefferts,  Lewis,  Lowndes.  Macon,  M’Coy,  M’Kee,  M’Kini,  M’Lean, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Plea- 
sants*. Rhea,  of  Ten.  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier.  Smith,  of  Virg.  Stuart, 
Telfair,  Troup,  White,  Wilson,  of  Penn.  Wright  and  Yancey— 7. . 

On  the  »0tu  some  time*  Was  spent  in  considering  the  resolution 
for  giving  due  honors,  to  ginrals  Brown,  Scolt,  Gaines,  &c.- 
when  the  important  message  from  the  president,  inserted  in  page 
70,  ct  seq.  interrupted  the  proceedings.  The  message  being 
read,  on  a motion  for  printing,  Mr.  Hanson  rose  and  delivered  a 
very  patriotic  and  animated  speech— short  but  pointed.— Messrs. 
Oakley,  Forsythe  and  Wright  also  offered  some  remarks, and  13,000 
copies  of  the  message  were  ordered  to  be  printed.  [Particulars 
hereafter/]  On  the  llth,  the  resolutions  respecting  Brown,  Scott, 
&c.  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  tor  a third  reading— and  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  a proposition  made  by  Mr.  Jefferson  to  sell, 
to  Congress,  on  their  own  terms,  his  valuable  library,  the  work  of 
50  years  attention  and  care,  to  supply  that  which,  had  been  des- 
troyed, was  considered.  'l  he  venerable  gentleman  states  that  his 
constant  design  to  have  offered  this  library  to  the  public,  was  lias* 
teuetl  by  the  late  events  at  Washington,  &c.  This  letter  will 
probably  lie  published.  The  committer  reported  progress  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again,  to  allow  further  time  to  examine  the  catalogue^ 

On  the  llth,  also,  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  made  their 
report,  which  is  inserted  in  page  76. 

After  ten  ballotings,  Mr.  Cutts,  formerly  a senator  of  New* 
Ham  pshire,  was  elected  secretary  of  the  senate.  There  were  many ' 
candidates. 

Wednesday,  Oct.lt.  Nothing  of  importance  transacted. 


0f 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

From  the  south,  we  have  glorious  news ! See  gen.  Jackson's- 
i letter  below.  Of  tint  Bowyei?  where  this  brilliant  affair  happened, 
j the  ‘'National  Intelligencer”  observes— Tills  little  furl,  (which  was 
erected  in  '.812,  by  lieut.  col.  Bowyer,  ami  consists  only  of  common 
1 logs  filled  in  with*  sund)  was  performed,  we  learn  by  a detachment 
vt  the  2d  vegt.  which  bad  not  L'i.Lre  an  opportunity  of  distinguWfc-'* 
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tig  itself  in  the  present  war,  tho’  highly  distinguished  (or.neriy,  for , 
Is  gallant  Stand  against  the  savages  in  covering  St.  Clair’s  retreat,  | 
Wl*av  only  lb  of  its  officers  survived,  and  only  4 escaped  unhurt,  j 
©f these  col. Sparks  and  lieut.  col.  Bowyei  still  remain  in  the  tegt.  j 
lieut.  col.  Bo  Ayer  has  been  recently  promoted,  and  transferred  to! 
the  Northern  frontier.  Map  Lawrence  wikj  commanded  fort  Bow- 
yer,  is  an  otfieer  of  high  promise — a native  of  Calvert  county,. 
Maryland.  . j 

It  is  stated  that  gen.  Jackson  will  have  und.^his  command,  un-| 
mediately,  not  l«-*s  than  12/00  men;  part  of  which  is  a fine  hotly  of  re-  ■ 
gutars— the  r*t  chiefly  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  militia,  nearly  j 
eipiai  to  them;  and  perhaps,  for  the  service  required  not  inl'-rior  in| 
real  utility.  We  fear  nothing  in  that  quarter.  The  spirit  ot  the 

Ei  >ulatio:iof  the  West,  witlithe  nature  of  the  country,  climate, 
c.  will,  pro’iably,  confine  ilic  operations  of  the  British  forces  toj 
the  'murdering  of  a few  men.  women  anti  children.  .*.000  men 
have  Vtni  required  from  Louisiana , the  number  is  partly  made  up 
of  Volunteers,  4503  march  from  Kentucky. 

The  British  commanding  odker  at  Pcnswola— we  say  com- 
ma ruling  at  Petisacnki,  a Spanish  place — is  spouting  away  in  great 
style;  and  with  a force  that  we  do  not  oelieve  amount*  to  more 
than  2 or  300  British  and  as  many  Indians,  is  puffing  and  blowing 
beyouJ  any  tiling  that  Bonaparte  has  lef  t us  samples  of  in  that 
sort  of  style.  We  shall  notice  him  more  at  length  anon. 

An  expedition  h is  been  tilted  out  at  Ncw-Orleaas,  supposed  a- 
gainst  Barataria  under  err-  mandcf  capt  Patterson,  of  the  uavy.  Ifj 
hi«  means  are  sufficient,  the  nest  of  privates  will  be  destroyed. 
The  people  at  Orleans  have  had  a meeting,  and  appointed  a cota- 
muueof  detenee,  See. 

Head-Quarters,  7th  Military  District, 

Mobile,  September  7,  10  \.  M. 

SIR— r have  but  a moment  to  spare  to  tell  you  since  the  depar- 
ture of  my  letter  of  this  morning  a messenger  has  returned  from; 
fort  Bowyer,  with  the  pleasing  intelligence  that  major  Lawrence  | 
lias  gallantly  repulsed  the  enemy  with  great  loss,  blowing  up  a ves- 
sel of. 1b  guns.  Only  four  of  our  men  were  killed  and  5 wounded. 
The  officers  bringing  the  despatches  will  lie  here  in  an  li»ur,  wlieu 
1 wiil  he  enabled  to  give  you  the  particulars. 

X have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser’vt. 

ANDREW  J - CKSON, 
Maj.  gen.  commanding. 
The  hon.  John  Armstrong,  secretary  at  war. 

Extract  of  a letter  rendverl  in  this  city. 

“Bt  a letter  just  received  from  general  Jackson,  lie  has  beaten 
the  British  ami  Indians  nt  Motile  Point,  biown  up  the- admiral's  j 
ship,  and  sunk  one  brig.  About  20  of  their  crews  saved.  The 
letter  1 saw.  WM.  DOXXISON. 

Fayettesville,  Ten.  Sept.  11,  1814. 

from  Ontario,  beside*  the  information  con- 
tained in  commodore  Chauneey  s letters  in- 
serted below;  we  learn  that,  our  lieet  had  come 
to  Saekett’s  harbor  on  the  7lh,  inst.  supposed 
with  a view  of  obtaining  supplies.  The  ene- 
my’s great  ship  had  not  then  sailed.  A letter! 
dated  the  7th,  says: — 

“The  enemy’s  ship  is  ready  for  sea,  except- j 
ing  that  her  sails  are  not  bent,  which  it  is  ex-! 
peeted  they  will  be  by  the  12th.  She  is  aj 
large  vessel  of  102  guns.  Her  lower  deck* 
thirty -four  32  pounders;  middle-deck  thirty- j 
four  21  pounders;  has  twenty  62  pound  carro- 
nades  on  her  upper  deck,  besides  other  guns.  | 
It  will  be  impossible  for  our  fleet  to  withstand 
the  enemy  out  the  lake.  Probably  the  first  ob-J 
jeet  of  the  enemy  will  be  to  relieve  Drum-' 
mond's  army,  which  is  in  great  want  of  sup- 
plies. Bread  is  said  to  be  a dollar  a pound! 
with  them.  The  enemy  made  an  attempt  to 
send  supplies  up  to  them  by  two  ships,  some 
d iys  since,  but  they  were  driven  back  by 
Chauneey. 

“ It  is  expected  an  attack  will  be  made  by- 
sea  and  land,  in  a few  days.  The  enemy  is 
assembling  his  forces  at  Kingston  for  that 
purpose.  Drummond,  it  is  said,  wiii  lead  the 
attack  by  land. 

“ Piie  harbor  is  completely  surrounded  by 
breastworks  and  entrenchments,  and  every; 
preparation  making  to  give  the  foe  a warmj 
reception.  A large  additional  militia  force! 
has  been  called  out,  and  is  repairing  to  the! 
kkvboi*  with  £?eat  alacrity 3*  * 


YV e further  learn  that,  lieutenant  Dickerson, 
with  a detachment,  had  captured  five  boats  ot 
the  enemy's,  loaded  with  goods  of  the  north- 
western company, valued  at  $ l£,000 — 360  sea- 
men have  gone  from  lake  Champlain  to  join 
Chauneey. 

Cooy  of  a letter  front  commodore  Chauneey  to 

the  secret  any  of  the  navy , dated  U.  S ship 

Superior,  off  the  Ducks , Oct.  I,  1814. 

Sir — On  the  28th  ult.  at  day  light,  we  dis- 
covered two  of  the  enemy’s  ships  standing  out 
of  Kingston,  under  a press  of  sail.  As  soon 
as  they  discovered  us,  they  hove  to.  The 
wind  being  fresh  from  the  northward  and  east- 
ward, and  fair  to  leave  Kingston,  I was  im- 
pressed with  a belief  that  sir  James  had  got 
iiis  large  ship  ready,  and  wus  coming  out  with 
his  whole  fleet.  I immediately  made  sail,  in 
order  to  get  the  wind;  but  as  soon  as  we  tack- 
ed for  them,  the  enemy’s  ships  filled,  made 
sail  on  the  wind,  and  soon  after  tacked  from 
us.  The  weather  being  hazy,  it  soon  becams 
so  thick  a fog  that  we  could  not  discover  ob- 
jects at  more  than  100  yards- distance.  J,  how- 
ever, continue  to  beat  to  windward,  and  late 
in  the  afternoon  it  cleared  up  for  a short  time^ 
when  we  discovered  the  enemy’s  two  ships 
outside  of  the  Nine  mile  Point;  as  soon  as  ho 
discovered  that  we  had  neared  him  consider- 
ably, and  in  a situation  to  cut  him  off  from 
Kingston,  if  he  ventured  further  out,  he  im- 
mediately made  all  sail,  and  beat  into  his  an- 
chorage 

As  no  other  part  of  the  enemy’s  squadron 
made  their  appearance,  and  these  2 ships 
from  their  manoeuvres  evidently  wished  to 
escape  us,  it  struck  me  that  the  enemy  had 
learnt  the  movements  of  general  Izard  up  il  © 
lake,  and  appreliending  an  attack  upon  gen- 
eral Drummond’s  army  (which  probably  also 
was  distressed  for  provisions)  had  induced  him 
to  put  on  board  these  two  ships  troops  and 
provisions,  and  risk  them  for  the  relief  of  hi® 
army  on  the  Niagara  frontier;  the  wind  and 
thick  foggy  weather  also  favored  such  a move- 
ment. I determined  to  frustrate  Ids  designs 
if  possible.  Soon  after  sundown  I anchored 
the  fleet  between  tho  Gdlooes  and  Gre- 
nadier island,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  then* 
together,  and  put  lieut.  Skinner  with  an  ad- 
ditional number  of  men  on  board  the  Lady  of 
the  Lake  with  orders  to  anchor  between  Pi- 
geon and  S .ake  Islands,  and  if  he  discovered 
any  movement  of  the  enemy  to  make  a signal 
with  rockets  or  guns,  his  number,  &lc.  Ji 
continued  a thick  fog  during  the  night — the 
enemy  made  no  movement,  and  the  next 
morning  (29th ) the  weather  cleared  up,  with 
the  wind  to  the  westward — weighed  with  1.1-hs- 
fieet  and  stood  in  for  Kingston,  until  we  open- 
ed the  town — sent  the  Lady  of  the.  Lake  close* 
in  to  reconnoitre  and  ascertain  the  state  of 
forwardness  of  the  new  ship.  Lieut.  Skin- 
‘neiTomjd  her  hauled  oxrrr*  the  stream  a*?! 
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completely  rigged,  but  sails  not  bent — i other 
ships  and  a large  schooner  lying  also  in  the 
stream,  and  apparently  ready  to  sail. 

From  present  appearances  I have  no  doubt 
but  the  enemy  will  be  on  the  lake  with  hi« 
whole  force  in  the  course  of  a week,  and  I 
think  his  first  movement  will  be  to  attempt  to 
retrieve,  at  Sackett’s  Harbor,  what  he  lost  at 
Plattsburgh.  I hope,  however,  that  he  will 
meet  with  the  same  gallant  resistance  upon 
this  lake  that  he  experienced  on  lake  Cham- 
plain, 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  very  res  pectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant,  I.  CHAUNCEY 

Hon.  Wm.  Jones,  Washington. 

From  the  same  to  the  same. 

U.  S.  S.  Superior,  olf  the  Ducks,  Oct.  2. 

Sir — Having  a very  commanding  breeze 
yesterday,  I sent  the  Lady  of  the  Lake  into 
Kingston  to  reconnoitre.  She  stood  close  in 
with  the  forts  and  shipping,  keeping  just  with- 
in the  range  of  their  shot  and  had  a fair  view. 
The  ships  lay  in  the  same  positions  as  on  the 
29th,  and  the  large  ship  still  without  her  sails 
bent— -no  visible  preparations  to  embark 
troops.  I shall  watch  them  in  this  position  as 
long  as  possible  without  endangering  the  fleet 

I have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Isaac  chauncey, 

Hon.  Wm.  Jones,  sec  of  the  navy 

REASON  FOR  WAR.  Sir  George  Collier,  Of  the  Lcander,  is 
stated  lately  to  have  given  an  opinion  “that  Great  Britain  wished 
to  continue  the  war  in  order  to  employ  ber  numerous  soldiers  and 
sailors  whom  she  dare  not  trust  in  idleness.” 

EAS  TERN  COAS  T.  Captain  Ragget,  of  the  Nymph  frigate, 
has  received  4, 0C0  dollars  from  Brewster,  and  12  00 from  Eastham, 
the  amount  of  the]  ransom  lately  demanded  for  these  places,  see 
pag?  52.  How  pitiful! 

THANKSGIVING,  The  mayor  of  Baltimore,  on  the  sugges- 
tion “of  the  reverend  pastors  of  the  several  congregations,”  has  ap- 
pointed Thursday  next,  to  be  observed  as  “a  clay  of  thanksgiving  r> 
the  Adorable  Disposer  of  all  human  events,  on  account  of  our  re- 
cent deliverance  from  the  British  fleet  and  army,” 

REINFORCEMENTS.  It  is  now  resolved  to  a moral  certainty 
that  Lord  Hill , is  coming  to  America,  with  a force  of  from  10  to 
14,000  men.  A London  paper  of  August  11,  says— “At  a grand 
fete  given  oil  Saturday,  at  Whitecbureh,  in  honor  of  Lords  Hill, 
and  Combermere,  the  Chairman,  among  other  toasts  gave  “Snccesa 
to  lord  Hilljand  his  American  exdedition.”  In  returning  thanks  the 
noble  lord  said,  that  he  had  three  days  ago  taken  leave  of  his  prince, 
and  on  the  1st  of  September  he  should  quit  England  for  Cork 
where  he  should  embark  on  the  first  tiivorable  opportunity  for 
America,  to  take  the  command  of  the  British  army  : and  he  had 
no  doubt,  with  the  means  already  there,  together  with  those  on  the 
way,  and  what  were  promised  by  his  prince,  he  should  humble  the 
Yankees,  and  bring  the  contest  to  a speedy  and  successful  termina- 
tion. From  the  remote  period  fixed  for  his  lordship’s  departure,  it 
is  evident  that  he  waits  the  result  of  the  negotiations  at  Ghent.” 

NEGOCIATION  On  the  documents  inserted  in  this  number 
it  is  superfluous  to  remark,  except  they  have  excited  an  universal 
burst  of  indignation,  and  an  unanimous  determination  to  repel,  to 
the  last  extremity,  the  outrageous  pretensions  of  the  enemy.  1'hey 
are  such  as  America  will  never  submit  to.  Sued)  as  none  but  a 
slave  will  accede  to.  The  demands  are  as  impudent  as  any  they 
could  offer  us,  if  a conquered  people.  Event*  may  teach  the  foe 
moderation.  But  we  have,  no  prospect  of  peace  from  the  present 
mission.  Let  the  energies  of  the  country  lie  brought  fairly  into 
action,  and,  at  Washington,  the  scene  of  their  barbarism,  will  they 
make  an  honorable  treaty.  Our  resources  are  immense  a d (iie 
union  of  all  honest  men  will  bring  them  into  full  operation.  On 
land  and  on  water  we  havt;  gloriously  triumphed;  and  on  either 
element  we  have  men  that  can  successfully  meet  and  humble  the 
imperious  En&lish/nen 

Hamilton , O.  Sept.  12.  The  indians,  who  are  to  co-operate  with 
thg  Ohio  and  Kentucky  mounted  volunteers  under  general  Cass, 
ate  rendezvousingat  St.  Mary's.  ''Between  one  and  .'00,000  1 <>s.  of 
beef  and  pork  and  500  bids,  of  flour,  has  been  ordered  to  this  place. 

Brig.  gen.  Thomas  Elourn</j,  it  is  stated  in  the  Savannah  papers 
has  resigned  his  commissionin  the  army. 

Desertions  are  numerous  irom  the  enemy  from  all  possible  points- 
A Boston  paper  states  that  an  entire  sergeant’s  guard  had  arrived  at 
Wiscasset  from  Castine,  and  there  enlisted  in  the  servic^-ef  the  U. 
States.  At  Castine,  commissioned  officers  were  trecessiated  to 
take  charge  of  the  guards. 


A party  of  the  red  allies  of  fhe  “defender  of  the  faith”  la  tel/1 
made  an  incursion  into  the  Illinois  territory.  They  were  pursued 
by  a party  .»f  our  rang/-rs,  and  n skir  ;.i*b  ensued,  in  which  each 
side  lost  4 tm-n. 

A court  martial  has  hem  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  conduct 

of  general  Proctor. 

Mfijor-g*-!  era!  .Sr eft  arrived  in  Bahin.ore  on  Tuesday  evening  las^- 
ai  d proe  • di  d next  day  to  Washington. 

A court  martial  ha*  ; teen  ord.red  and  detailed  for  the  trial  of 
\ car  ta!'.  Dyson,  who  blew  Up  Fi.rt  Wash  ington,  on  th-  Potomac, 
j Mrjor-grn.  no  Gaines,  has  laken  command  of  the  th  military 
i district — !•  ad-qimi'U  r,  Philu!  Iphia.  Scott  and  Gaines  an-  of  the 
! sort  o*  me.i  to  ect  the  lord  Fills  of  tin  enemy. 

For  interesting  ran. culms  of  ilfccemi’j  r.-pulse  of  the  enemy  at 
Plattshurg,  see  page  63. 

ON  THE  NIAGARA  FRONTIER,  I iLtle  bag  OC- 
eurred  since  ie  retirement  of  Drummond. 
Brown  end  Izard  had  bud  an  in'erview — the 
latter  with  h:s  army  wng  at  Lezois?own,  at  our 
last  date.  320  of  toe  prisoners  t^ken  bv  ge- 
neral Brown  in  the  late  sortie  have  arrived  at 
Greenbush. 

from  the  north  west  we  have  nothing 
important;  except  that  the  Indians  are  report- 
ed to  be  becoming  troublesome  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Detroit. 

We  have  captain  Blakely's  account  of  the 
splendid  cruise  of  the  L . S.  sloop  of  war  Wasp, 
detailing  his  capture  of  the  Bntish  sloop  Rein- 
deer of  21  guns,  after  a sharp  action  of  19  mi- 
nutes Our  loss  5 killed  and  21  wounded 

British.  25  killed  and  42  wounded.  Capt.  B, 
also  made  7 other  valuable  prizes  on  the  Bri- 
tish coast,  which  he  sunk  or  burnt.  The 
Wasp  was  at  L’Orient  July  8,  refitting 

The  U.  8.  Peacock,  capt.  Warrington,  has 
also  been  dealing  destruction  to  the  enemy  in 
his  own  waters  She  has  destroyed  several 
vessels  even  in  Dublin  bay,  and  has  alarmed 
the  whole  coast.  Several  sloops  of  war  went 
after  her  We  are  assured,  as  well  by  para-' 
graphs  in  the  London  papers,  as  in  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  that  she  also  has  sent  a sloop  of 
war  “ down  cellar as  the  sailors  say. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  the  minister  of  the 

U States  at  Ferris  to  the  secretary  of  thv 

navy , dated  Aug.  17,  1814. 

“ I have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  you  captain 
Blakely’s  despatches  giving  the  result  of  his 
cruise  and  especially  of  the  capture  of  th© 
Reindeer  This  is  another  proud  trophy 
which  will  swell  the  glorious  annals  of  our 
little  navy.  I believe  the  Peacock  has  sunk 
\the  British  sloop  of  war  Pelican  It  ap- 
pears to  he  certain  that  she  has  h ad  an  action 
in  the  Irish  channel  and  sunk  a sloop  of  his 
majesty's. 

j “Many  circumstances  concur  in  favor  ofits 
; being  the  Pelican  ; she  is  known  to  have  sail- 
e 1 in  quest  of  the  Peacock  ” 

; [Every  reader  will  recollect  that  it  was  the 
pelican  that  took  our  sloop  of  war  Argus,  and 
that  she  was  one  of  the  best  sloops  of  war  ia. 
theB;  dsish  navy  ] 

THE  EVENT  IV  THE  CITES  APT.  A RE. 

About  thirty-five  of  the  enemy’s  vessels  late  in  our  bay,  have 
gone  to  sea— 111-  rest  appear  coll  cted  chiefly  in  Lynnhaven  bay-; 
It  is  said  th  y have  burnt  their  hospital  and  barracks  on  Tangier 
island.  A party  lauded  at  Northumberland , before  they  went 
down  from  the  Potomac,  and  committed  great  depredations.  V&li. 
Oculars  npt  yeu-gc^v.ed* 
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The  Instructions. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States. 

I now  transmit  to  congress  copies  of  the 
instructions  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the 
United  States,  charged  with  negociating  a 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  as  referred  to  in  iny 
message  of  the  10th  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Washington , October  \3th,  181  i. 

Mr.  Monroe,  secretary  of  stale , to  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  the  United  States,  for  treating 
of  peace  with  Great  Britain , dated 

Department  of  state,  April  litli,  1314. 

Gentlemen — I had  the  honpr  on  the 
wit.  to  receive  from  Mr.  Adams  two  letters, 
’oris  bearing  date  on  the  30th  September,  and 
the  other  oa  the  17th  October  last,  commu- 
nicating the  overture  of  the  emperor  of  Rus- 
sia to  promote  peace  by  his  friendly  mediation 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
Oa  the  day  following,  Mr.  Daschkoff,  the 
Russian  minister,  made  a similar  communi- 
cation to  this  department.  The  subject  has, 
in  consequence,  befen  duly  considered,  and  I 
have  now  to  make  known  to  you  the  result. 

The  President  has  not  hesitated  to  accept, 
the  mediation  of  Russia,  and  he  indulges  a 
strong  hope  that  it  will  produce  the  desired 
effect.  It  is  not  known  that  Great  Britain 
has  acceded  to  the  proposition,  but  it  is  pre 
svimed  that  she  will  not  decline  it.  The  pre- 
sident thought  it  improper  to  postpone  his 
decision,  until  he  should  bear  of  that  of  the 
British  government.  Sincerely  desirous  of 
peace,  he  has  been  willing  to  avail  himself  of 
every  opportunity  which  might  tend  to  pro- 
mote it,  on  ju,st  and  honorable  conditions,  and 
in  accepting  this  overture  he  has  been  parti- 
cularly gratified  to  evince,  by  the  manner  of 
it,  the  distinguished  consideration  which  the 
Umted  States  entertain  for  the  emperor  Alex- 
ander. Should  the  British  government  ac 
cept  the  mediation,  the  negociation  to  which 
it  leads  will  be  held  at  St.  Petersburg.  The 
president  commits  it  to  you,  for  which  a com 
mission  is  enclosed,  and  he  has  appointed  Mr. 
Karris  secretary  of  the  mission. 

The  impressment  of  our  seamen  and  illegal 
blockades  as  exemplified  more  particularly  in 
the  orders  in  council,  were  the  principal  causes 
ot  the  war.  Had  not  Great  Britain  persever- 
ed obstinately  in  the  violation  of  these  im- 
portant Tights,  the  war  would  not  have  been 
declared.  It  will  cease  as  soon  as  these  rights 
are  respected.  The  propositi**  iwade  bv  Mr, 
VOK  YJfc  F 


Russell  to  trie  British  government  immedi- 
ately after  the  war,  and  the  answer  given  by 
this  department  to  admiral  Warren’s  letter 
since,  shew  the  ground  on  which  the  United 
States  were  willing  to  adjust  the  controversy 
relative  to  impressment. 

This  has  been  further  evinced  by  a report 
of  the  committee  of  foreign  relations  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  and  an  act  cf  con- 
gress passed  in  consequence  of  that  report. 
By  these  documents  you  will  see  that  to  ac- 
commodate this  important  difference,  the  U- 
ni ted  States  are  disposed  to  exclude  British 
seamen  altogether  from  the  American  ser- 
vice. This  bein?  effectually  done,  the  British 
government  can  have  no  pretext  for  the  prac- 
tice. How  shall  it  be  done?  By  restraints  to 
be  imposed  by  each  nation  on  the  naturaliza- 
tion of  the  seamen  of  the  other,  excluding  at 
the  same  time  all  others  not  naturalized — or 
shall  the  right  of  each  nation  to  naturalize  the 
seamen  of  the  other  he  prohibited,  and  each 
exclude  from  its  service  the  natives  of  the 
other?  Whatever  the  rule  is,  it  ought  to  be 
reciprocal  If  Great  Britain  is  allowed  to 
naturalize  American  seamen,  the  U.  States 
should  enjoy  the  same  privilege.  If  it  is  de- 
manded that  the  United  Slates  shall  exclude 
from  their  service  all  native  British  subjects, 
a like  exclusion  of  American  citizens  from 
the  British  service  ought  to  be  reciprocated. 
The  mode  also  should  be  common  to  both 
countries.  Each  should  be  at  liberty  to  give 
the  same  facilities,  or  he  bound  to  impose  the 
same  restraints  that  the  other  does.  The  pre- 
sident is  willing  to  agree  to  either  alternative, 
and  to  carry  it  into  effect  by  the  most  eligible 
regulations  that  can  be  devised. 

If  the  first  alternative  is  adopted,  the  extent' 
of  the  proposed  exclusion  will  depend  on  the 
impediments  to  naturalization,  on  the  efficacy 
of  the  -.^gulations  to  prevent  imposition,  and 
the  fidelity  of  their  execution.  The  greater^ 
the  difficulty  in  acquiring  the  right  ofeitizem 
ship,  the  easier  will  it  he  to  avoid  imposition* 
and  the  more  complete  the  desired  exclusion. 
The  lawr  of  the  last  session  of  congress  rcla-. 
live  to  seamen  proves  how  sincerely  desirous 
the  legislative  as  well  as  executive  branch  of 
our  government,  is  to  adjust  this  controversy 
on  conditions  which  may  be  satisfactory  to 
Great  Britain.  By  that  law  it  is  made  indis- 
pensable for  every  British  subject  who  may 
hereafter  become  a citizen,  to  reside  five  years 
without  intermission  within  the  United  States^ 
and  so  many  guards  are  impoied  to  prevent 
fraads,  that,  it  seej»»  t#  he  impossible  tfeat ' 
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they  should  be  eluded.  No  British  subject; 
caw  be  employed  in  a public  or  private  ship' 
of  the  United  States,  unless  he  produces  to 
the  commander  in  one  instance,  and  to  the 
collector  in  the  other,  a certified  copy  of  the 
act  by  wnich  he  became  naturalized.  A list  of 
tiie  crew,  in  theease  of  a private  ship,  must  be 
taken,  certified  and  recorded  by  the  collector, 
and  tne  consuls  or  commercial  agents  of  G. 
Britain  may  object  to  any  seaman,  and  attend 
the  investigation.  The  commander  of'  a pub 
lie  ship  receiving  a person  not  duly  qualified 
fdiall  forfeit  a thousand  dollars,  and  the  com- 
mander or  owner  of  a private  ship,  knowing 
thereof,  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered 
inan  action  of  debtrone  half  to  the  informer  and 
one  half  to  the  United  States.  It  is  also  made 
penal,  punishable  as  a felony  by  imprison 
ra cn land  labor  from  three  to  five  years,  or  by 
fine,  from  five  hundred  to  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, for  any  person  to  forge  or  counterfeit,  or 
to  pass,  or  use  any  forged  or  counterfeited  cer- 
tificate of  citizenship,  or  to  sell  or  dispose  of 
one 

It.  may  fairly  be  presumed  that  if  this  law 
should  be  carried  into  effect,  it  would  exclude 
all  British  seamen  from  our  service. 

By  requiring  five  years  continued  resi- 
dence in  the  United  States,  as  the  condition 
of  citizenship,  few  if  any  British  seamen 
would  ever  take  advantage  of  it.  Such  as  had 
left  Great  Britain,  and  had  resided  five  years 
in  this  country,  would  be  likely  to  abandon 
the  sea  forever.  And  by  making  it  the  duty 
of  the  commanders  of  our  public,  and  of  the 
collectors,  in  the  case  qf  private  ships,  to  require 
an  authenticated  copy  from  the  clerk  of  the 
court,  before  which  a British  subject,  who  of 
iered  his  service,  had  been  naturalized,  as  in- 
dispensable to  his  admission,  and  highly  pen- 
al in  either  to  take  a person  not  duly  qualified, 
and  by  allowing  also  British  agents  to  object 
to  any  one  offering  his  service,  and  to  prose- 
cute by  suit  the  commander  or  collector,  as 
the  case  might  be,  for  receiving  an  improper 
person,  it  seems  to  be  impossible  that  such 
should  be  received. 

if  the  second  alternative  Is  adopted;  that  is, 
if  all  native  British  subjects  are  to  be  hereaf- 
ter excluded  from  our  service,  it  is  important 
that  the  stipulation  providing  for  it  should  o- 
perate  so  as  not  to  effect  those  who  have  been 
already  naturalized.  By  our  law  all  theri^hts 
of  natives  arc  given  to  naturalized  citizens 
It  is  contended  by  some  that  these  complete 
rights  do  not  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
United  States;  that  in  naturalizing  a foreign- 
er, no  state  can  absolve  him  from  the  obliga- 
tion which  he  owes  to  his  former  government, 
and  that  he  becomes  a citizen  in  a qualified 
souse  only.  This  doctrine,  if  true  in  any  case, 
is  less  applicable  to  the  United  States -than  to 
any  other  power.  Expatriation  seems  to  be 
a natural  right,  and  by  the  original  character 


of  our  institutions,  founded  by  compact,  on 
principle,  and  particularly  by  the  unqualified 
investment  of  the  adopted  citizen  with  the  full 
rights  of  the  native,  all  that  the  United  State  s 
could  do,  to  place  him  on  the  same  footing:, 
has  been  done,  in  point  of  interest  the  object 
is  of  little  importan  e to  either  party.  The 
number  to  be  affected  by  the  stipulation  is  in- 
considerable; nor  can  that  be  a cause  of  sur- 
prise, when  the  character  of  that  class  of  men 
is  considered  It  rarely  happens  that,  a sea- 
man who  settles  on  a farm,  or  engages  in  a 
trade,  and  pursues  it  for  any  length  of  time, 
returns  to  sea.  His  youthful  days  are  ex- 
hausted in  his  first  occupation.  He  leaves  it 
with  regret,  and  adopts  another,  either  in  con- 
sequence of  marriage,  of  disease,  or  as  an  asy- 
lum for  age. 

To  a sUpulation  which  shall  operate  pros- 
pectively only,  the  same  objection  does  not 
apply.  In  naturalizing  foreigners,  the  United 
States  may  prescribe  the  limit  to  which  their 
privileges  shall  extend.  If  it  is  made  a condi- 
tion that  no  native  British  subject,  who  may 
hereafter  become  a citizen,  shall  be  employ- 
ed in  our  public  or  private  ships,  their  exclu- 
sion will  violate  no  right.  Those  who  might 
become  citizens  afterwards  would  acquire  the 
right;  subject  to  that  condition,  and  would  be 
bound  by  it.  To  such  a stipulation  the  presi- 
dent is  willing  to  assent*  alt  ho’  he  would  much 
prefer  the  alternative  of  restraints  on  natura- 
lization; and  to  prevent  frauds  and  to  carry 
the  same  fully  into  effect,  you  are  authorised  to 
apply  all  the  restraints  and  checks,  with  the 
necessary  modification  to  suit  the  case,  that 
are  provided  in  the  act  above  recited,  relative 
to  seamen,  for  the  purposes  of  that  act. 

In  requiring  that  the  stipulation  to  exclude 
British  seamen  from  our  service,  with  the  re- 
gulations for  carrying  It  into  effect,  be  made 
reciprocal;  the  president  desires  that  you  make 
a provision,  authorising  the  United  States,  if 
they  should  be  so  disposed,  to  dispense  with  the 
obligations  imposed  by  it  on  American  citi- 
zens. The  liberal  spirit  of  our  government 
and  laws  is  unfriendly  to  restraints  on  our  ci- 
tizens, such  at  least  as  are  imposed  on  British 
subjects  from  becoming  members  of  other  so- 
cieties. This  has  been  shewn  in  the  law  of  the 
last  session  relative  to  seamen,  to  which  your 
particular  attention  has  been  already  drawn. 
This  provision  may  likewise  be  reciprocated 
if  desired. 

The  president  is  not  particularly  solicitous 
that  either  of  these  alternatives  (making  the 
proposed  reservation  in  case  the  latter  be) 
should  be  preferred.  To  secure  the  United 
States. against  impressment  he  is  willing  to 
adopt  either.  He  expects  in  return  that  a 
clear  and  distinct  provision  shall  be  made  a- 
gainst  the  practice.  The  precise  form  in 
which  it  may  be  done  is  not  insisted  on,  pro- 
vided the  import  is  explicit.  All  that  is  re- 
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quired  is,  that  in  consideration  of  the  act  to 
he  performed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
the  British  government  shall  stipulate  in 
some  adequate  manner,  to  terminate  or  for- 
bear the  practice  of  impressment  from  Ame- 
rican vessels. 

It  has  been  suggested  as  an  expedient  mode 
for  the  adjustment  of  this  controversy  that 
British  cruisers  should  have  a right  to  search 
our  vessels  for  British  seamen,  but  that  the 
commanders  thereof  should  be  subjected  to 
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strong  feature  of  the  first  alternative  which 
authorizes  the  naturalization  of  seamen,  re 
quires  their  continued  residence  in  the  United 
States  for  five  years,  as  indispensable  to  the 
attainment  of  that  right.  In  case  this  alter- 
native be  adopted,  the  president  is  willing,  for1 
example  to  secure  a compliance  with  that  con* 
dition,  to  make  it  the  duty  of  each  alien,  who 
may  be  desirous  to  become  a citizen,  to  appear 
in  court  every  year,  for  the  term  of  five  years, 
till  his  right  shall  be  completed.  This  exam- 


penalties,  in  case  they  made  mistakes,  and  | pie  is  given,  not  as  a limitation,  but  as  an  Ulus 


took  from  them  American  citizens.  By  this 
the  British  govvnement  would  acquire  the 
right  of  search  for  seamen,  with  that  of  im- 
pressing from  our  vessels  the  subjects  of  all 
other  powers.  It  will  not  escape  your  atten- 


tration  of  your  power;  for  to  the  exclusion  ot 
British  seamen  from  our  service,  no  repug- 
nance is  felt.  To  such  exclusion  the  arnica* 
ble  adjustment  of  this  controvesy  with  Great 
Britain  affords  a strong  motive,  but  not 


tion,  that  by  admiting  the  right,  in  any  case,  the  only  one.  It  is  a growing  sentiment 


we  give  up  the  principle,  and  leave  the  door 
open  to  every  kind  of  abuse.  The  same  ob- 
jection is  applicable  to  any  and  every  other 
arrangement,  Wh ich  withholds  the  respect  due 
to  our  flag  by  not  allowing  it  to  protect  the 
crew  sailing  under  it. 

if  the  first  alternative  should  be  adopted, 
it  will  follow,  that  none  of  the  British  seamen 
who  may  be  in  the  United  States  at  the  time 
the  treaty  takes  effect,  and  who  shall  not  have 
become  citizens,  will  be  admitted  into  our  ser-i 
vice,  until  they  acquire  that  right. 

If  the  second  is  adopted,  the  number  of  na- 
tive British  seamen,  who  have  been  natura- 
lized, and  will  be  admissable  into  our.  service, 
will  not,  it  is  believed  exceed  a few  hundred; 
all  others  who  may  be  in  the  United  States 
at  the  time  the  treaty  takes  effect,  or  who  may 
arrive  afterwards  will  be  excluded. 

As  a necessary  incident  to  an  adjustment 
on  the  principle  of  either  alternative,  it  is 
expected  that  all  American  seamen,  who 
have  been  impressed,  will  be  discharged,  and 
that  those  who  have  been  naturalized,  under 
the  British  laws,  by  compulsive  service,  will 
be  permitted  to  withdraw.' 

I have  to  repeat  that  the  great  object  which 
you  have  to  secure,  in  regard  to  i mpressment, 
is,  that  our  flag  shall  protect  the  crew,  and 
providing  for  this  in  a satisfactory  manner,  that 
you  arc  authorized  to  secure  Great  Britain 
effectually  against  the  employment  of  her  sea 
•men  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  This 
it  is  believed  would  be  done  by  the  adoption 
of  either  of  the  above  alternatives,  and  the  ap- 
plication to  that  which  maybe  adopted,  of  the 


in  the  United  States,  that  they  ought  to 
depend  on  their  own  population,  for  th<5 
supply  of  their  ships  of  war  and  merchant 
service;  experience  has  shewn  that  it  is  au 
abundant  resource.  In  expressing  this  sent  i 
ment,  you  will  do  it  in  a manner  to  inspire 
more  fully  a confidence,  that  the  arrangement 
which  you  may  enter  into,  will  be  carried 
faithfully  into  effect,  without  derogating,  how 
ever,  from  the  conciliatory  spirit  of  the  accom- 
modation. 

A strong  desire  has  heretofore  been  expres- 
sed by  the  British  government  to  obtain  of 
the  United  States  an  arrangement  to  prevent 
the  desertion  of  British  seamen,  when  in  oin" 
ports,  and  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  a slipu 
lation  to  that,  effect  would  be  highly  satis  far  - 
tory,  as  well  as  useful  to  Great  Britain.  It  w 
fairly  to  be  presumed  that  it,  alone,  would  af- 
ford to  the  British  government  a strong  induce 
ment  to  enter  into  a satisfactory  arrangement 
of  the  difference  relating  to  impressment.  The* 
claim  is  not  inadmissable,  especially  as  the 
United  States  have  a reciprocal  interest  in  tl\C 
restoration  of  deserters  from  American  vessel* 
in  British  ports.  You  may  therefore  agree} 
to  an  article,  such  as  hath  been  heretofore  au 
thorised  by  the  United  States,  which  shall 
make  it  the  duty  of  each  party  to  deliver  them 
up. 

Of  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  he  ex- 
empted from  thedegradin gpra etic e of  ifn press  * 
ment,  so  much  has  been  already  said,  a hd  toil  ?* 
such  ability,  that  it  would  be  useless,  espeeh 
ally  to  you.  who  are  otherwise  so  well  aequain 
ted  with  it,  to  dilate  on  its  merits.  I must  oh" 


checks  contained  in  the  law  of  the  last  session  i serve,  however,  that  the  practice  is  utterly  re 
relative  to  seamen;  in  aid  of  which  it  will  al-ipugnant  to  the  law  of  nations;  that  it  is  sup 
ways  be  in  the  power  of  Great  Britain  to  make 1 
regulations  operating  in  her  own  ports,  with  a 
view  to  tne  same  effect.  To  terminate,  how- 
ever, this  controversy  in  a manner  satisfactory 
to  both  parties,  the  president  is  willing,  should 
other  checks  be  suggested  as  likely  to  be  more 


effectual,  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  our  con- 
stitution, that  you  should  adopt  them.  The 


ported  by  no  treaty  with  nny  nation;  that  if 
was  never  acquiesced  in  by  any;  and  that  & 
submission  to  it  by  the  United  States,  would 
be  the  abandonment,  in  favor  of  Great  Britain* 
of  all  claim  to  neutral  rights  ami' of  all  olh&d 
rights  on  the  ocean. 

This  practice  is  not  founded  on  any  bellige  - 
rent  right.  The  greatest  extent  to  whkT 
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belligerent  claim  has  been  carried,  over  the 
vessels  of  neutral  nations,  is,  to  board,  and  take 
from  them,  persons  in  the  land  and  sea-service 
of  an  enemy,  contraband  of  war,  an  enemy's 
property.  All  nations  agree  respecting  the 
two  first  articles,  but  there  has  been  and  still 
exists  a diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  last.  On 
that  and  other  questions  of  considerable  im- 
portance, disputes  have  arisen  which  are  yet 
unsettled.  The  empress  Catharine  of  Russia, 
a distinguished  advocate  of  just,  principles, 
placed  herself  in  1780  at  the  head  of  neutral 
nations,  in  favor  of  a liberal  construction  of 
their  rights,  and  her  successors  have  generally 
followed  her  example,  in  T1  the  discussions 
on  these  topics,  we  find  nothing  of  the  British 
claim  to  impressment;  no  acknowledgment  of 
it  in  any  t reaty,  or  proof  of  submission  to  it  by 
any  power.  If  instances  have  occurred  in 
which  British  cruizers  have  taken  British  sea- 
men from  the  vessels  of  any  other  nations,  they 
were,  as  it  is  presumed,  in  cases  either  not  ac- 
quiesced in  or  of  an  extraordinary  nature  only, 
affording  no  countenance  to  their  practice  and 
pretension  in  relation  to  the  United  States. 
Cases  of  this  kind  if  such  there  be,  afford  no 
proof  of  a syst  ematic  claim  in  the  British  go- 
vernment to  impressment,  or  of  submission  to 
it  by  other  powers.  This  claim  has  been  set 
up  against  the  United  States  only,  who  have 
in  consequence  thereof  been  compelled  to  dis- 
cuss its  merits. 

This  claim  is  in  fact  traced  to  another 
source,  the  allegiance  due  by  British  subjects 
to  their  sovereign,  and  his  right  by  virtue 
thereof,  to  their  service.  This  has  been  dis- 
tinctly stated  in  a late  declaration  by  the  prince 
regent.  Knowing  the  nature  of  the  claim,  we 
know  also  the  extent  of  the  right  and  obliga- 
tions incident  to  it.  Allegiance  is  a political 
relation  between  a sovereign  and  his  people. 
It  is  the  obligation  which  binds  the  latter  in 
return  for  the  protection  which  they  receive. 
These  reciprocal  duties  have  the  same  limit. 
They  are  confined  to  the  dominions  of  the  so- 
vereign, beyond  which  he  has  no  rights,  can 
afford  no  protection,  andean  of  course  claim 
no  allegiance.  A citizen  or  subject  of  one 
power  enteringthedominions  of  another,  owes 
allegiance  to  the  latter,  in  return  for  the  pro 
tection  he  receives.  Whether  a sovereign  has 
a.  right  to  claim  the  service  of  such  of  his  sub- 
jects as  have  left  his  own  dominionsisa  ques- 
tion, respecting  which  also  a difference  of  opi- 
nion may  exist.  It  is  certain  that  no  sovereign 
has  a right  to  pursue  his  subjects  into  the  ter 
ri  lories  of  another,  be  the  motive  for  it  what 
it  may.  Such  an  entry  without  the  consent 
of  the  oilier  power,  would  be  a violation  of  its 
territory,  and  an  act  of  hostility.  Offenders, 
even  conspirators,  cannot  be  pursued  by  one 
power  into  the  territory  of  another,  nor  are 
they  delivered  up  by  the  latter,  except  incom- 
pliance with  treaties;  or  by  favor.  That  the 


vessels  of  a nation  are  considered  a part  of  itl^ 
territory,  with  the  exception  o!  the  belligerent 
right  only,  is  a principle  too  well  establi  hed 
to  be  brought  into  discussion. — Each  state 
has  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  its  own  vessels. 
Its  laws  govern  in  them,  and  offences  against 
those  laws  are  punishable  by  its  tribunals  on- 
ly The  flag  of  a nation  protects  every  thing 
sailing  under  it,  in  time  of  peace  and  in  time 
of  war  likewise,  with  the  exception  of  the 
belligerent  rights  growing  Out  of  the  war.  An 
entry  on  board  the  vessels  of  one  power  by  the, 
cruisers  of  another,  in  any  other  case,  and 
the  exercise  of  any  other  authority  over  them, 
is  a violation  of  right,  and  ah  act  of  hostility. 

The  British  government,  aware  of  the  truth 
of  this  doctrine,  has  endeavored  to  avoid  its 
consequences  in  the  late  declaration  of  the 
prince  regent.  It  has  not  contended  that 
British  cruizers  have  a right  to  pursue  and 
search  our  vessels  for  British  seamen.  It  as- 
serts only  that  they  have  a right  to  search 
them  forother  objects,  and  being  on  board  for 
a lawful  cause,  and  finding  British  seamen 
there,  that  they  have  a right  to  impress  and 
bring  them  away,  under  the  claim  of  allegi- 
ance When  we  see  a systematic  pursuit  of 
our  vessels  by  British  cruizers,  and  the  im- 
pressment of  seamen  from  them,  not  at  a port 
of  the  enemy,  where  a regular  blockade  had 
been  instituted,  and  by  the  blockading  squad- 
ron, but  in  every  part  of  the  ocean,  on  our 
coast,  and  even  in  our  harbors,  it  is  difficult 
to  believe  that  impressment  is  not  the  real 
motive,  and  the  other  the  pretext  for  it.  But 
to  place  this  argument  of  the  British  govern- 
ment on  the  strongest  ground,  let  it  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  entry  was  lawful,  is  it  so  to 
commit  an  act  not  warranted  by  the  purpose 
for  which  the  entry  was  made?  There- is  a 
levity  in  this  argument,  which  neither  suits 
the  parties  nor  the  subject.  The  British  go- 
vernment founds  its  right  of  impressment 
from  our  ships  on  that  of  allegiance,  which 
is  a permanent  right,  equally  applicable  to 
peace  and  war.  The  right  of  impressment, 
therefore,  from  the  vessels  of  other  pow?ers 
must  likewise  be  permanent,  and  equally  ap- 
plicable to  peace  and  war.  It  would  not,  how-! 
evjgr,  take  this  broad  ground,  lest  the  injustice 
and  extravagance  of  the  pretension  might  ex- 
cite the  astonishment  and  indignation  of  other 
powers,  to  whom  it  would  be  equally  appli- 
caple.  To  claim  it  as  a belligerent  right  would 
have  been  equally  unjust  and  absurd,  as  no 
trace  of  it  could  be  found  in  the  belligerent 
code.  The  British  government  was,  therefore, 
reduced  to  a very  embarrassing  dilemma.  To 
acknowledge  that  it  could  not  support  the 
claim,  on  either  principle,  would  be  to  relin- 
quish it,  and  yet  it  could  rely  on  neither.  It 
endeavored  to  draw  some  aid  from  both.  A 
state  of  war  exists  which  brings  the  parties 
together,  Great  Britain,  as  a belligerent,  and 
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the  United  States  as  a neutral  power,  British 
officers  have  now  a right  to  board  and  search 
American  vessels,  but  for  what?  Persons  in 
the  service  ot‘  an  enemy,  contraband  ot  war, 
or  enemy’s  property?  This  would  not  accom- 
plish the  end.  It  is  however,  the  utmost  li- 
mit of  the  belligerent  right.  Allegiance, 
which  is  an  attribute  of  sovereignty,  comes  to 
her  aid,  and  communicates  all  the  necessary 
power.  The  national  character  ot  the  neu- 
tral vessel  ceases.  The  complete  right  of  so- 
vereignty and  jurisdiction  over  it  is  transfer 
red  to  Great  Britain.  It  is  on  this  foundation 
that  the  British  government  has  raised  this 
monstrous  superstructure  It  is  with  this 
kind  of  argument  that  it  attempts  to  justify 
its  practice  of  impressment  from  our  vessels. 

Tne  remark  contained  in  the  declaration 
of'the  prime  regent,  that  in  impressing  Bri- 
tish seamen  from  American  vessels,  Great 
Britain  exercised  no  right  which  she  was  not 
willing  to  acknowledge  as  appertaining  equal- 
ly to  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
with  respect  to  American  seamen  in  British 
merchant  ships,  proves  only  that  the  British 
government  is  conscious  of  the  injustice  of  the 
elaim,  and  desirous  of  giving  to  it  such  aid  as 
may  be  derived  from  a plausible  argument 
The  semblance  of  equality,  however,  in  this 
proposition,  which  strikes  at  first  view,  disap- 
pears on  a fair  examination.  It  is  unfair, 
first,  because  it  is  impossible  for  the  United 
States  to  take  advantage  of  it.  Impressment 
is  not  an  American  practice,  but  utterly  re- 
pugnant to  our  constitution  and  laws.  In  of 
fering  to  reciprocate  it,  nothing  was  offered, 
as  the  British  government  well  knew.  It  is 
unfair,  secondly,  because  if  impressment  was 
allowable,  a reciprocation  of  the  practice 
would  be  no  equivalent  to  the  United  States. 
The  exercise  of  a right  in  common,  at  sea,  by 
two  nations,  each  over  the  vessels  of  the  other, 
the  one  powerful  and  the  other  comparitively 
weak,  would  be,  to  put  the  latter  completely 
at  the  mercy  of  the  former.  Great  Britain, 
with  her  vast  navy,  would  soon  be  the  only 
party  which  made  impressment.  The  United 
States  would  be  compelled  to  abstain  from  it, 
and  either  to  submit  to  the  British  rule,  with 
all  the  abuses  incident  to  power,  or  to  resist 
it.  But,  should  the  United  States  be  permit- 
ted to  make  impressment  from  British  vessels, 
the  effect  would  be  unequal.  Great  Britain 
has,  perhaps,  thirty  ships  of  war  at  sea,  to  one 
of  the  United  States,  and  would  profit  of  the 
arrangement  in  that  proportion.  Besides, im- 
pressment is  a practice  incident  to  war,  in 
which  view,  likewise,  the  inequality  is  not  less 
glaring,  she  being  at  least  thirty  years  at  war, 
to  one  of  the  United  States.  Other  consider- 
ations prove  that  the  British  government  made 
this  acknowledgement  merely  as  a pretext  to 
justify  its  practice  of  impressment,  without 
intending  that  the  right  or  practice  should 


ever  be  reciprocated.  What  would  be  tlte  e£i 
feet  of  its  adoption  by  American  ships  of  war, 
with  British  merchant  vessels.  An  Ameri 
can  officer  boards  a British  merchant  vessel 
and  claims,  as  American  citizens,  whom  he 
pleases.  How  many  British  seamen  would 
diselaim  a title  which  would  take  them  to  the 
United  Stales  and  secure  them  there  ail  the 
advantages  of  citizenship  ? The  rule  of  evi- 
dence, as  the  ground  of  impressments  in  eve 
ry  instance,  must  likewise  he  reciprocated  be 
tween  the  two  governments.  The  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  men  would  surely  he  a bet- 
ter proof  of  their  national  character  than  the 
decision  of  a British,  officer  who  boarded  an 
American  vessel,  however  impartial  he  might 
be,  and  strong  his  power  of  discrimination, 
when  opposed  by  the  voluntary  and  solemn 
declaration  of  the  party.  In  this  way  we  might 
draw  from  the  British  service  the  greater 
part,  if  not  all  their  seamen.  I might  f urther 
ask,  why  was  this  acknowledgment  made  at 
this  late  period,  for  the  first  time  only,  after 
the  declaration  of  war,  and  when  on  that  ac 
count  it  could  producers  effect?  In  the  va- 
rious discussions  of  this  subject,  in  many  of 
which,  it  has  been  demanded  whether  the  Bri- 
tish government  would  tolerate  such  a practice 
from  American  ships  of  war,  no  such  intima- 
tion was  ever  given. 

If  Great  Britain  had  found  the  employment 
of  her  seamen  in  our  service  injurious  to  her, 
and  been  disposed  to  respect  our  rights,  the 
regular  course  of  proceeding-  would  have  been 
for  her  government  to  have  complained  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States  of  the  inju- 
ry, and  to  have  proposed  a remedy..  Had 
this  been  done,  and  no  reasonable  remedy 
been  adopted,  sound  in  principle  and  recipro- 
cal in  its  operation,  the  British  government 
might  have  had  some  cause  of  complaint,  and 
some  plea  for  taking  the  remedy  into  its  own 
hands.  Such  a proceedure  would  at  least, 
have  given  to  its  claim  of  impressment  the 
greatest  plausibility.  We  know  that  such 
complaint  was  never  made,  except  in  defence 
of  the  practice  of  impressment.,  and  that  in  the 
mean  time  the  practice  has  gone  on,  and 
growm  into  an  usage,  which  with  all  its  abu- 
ses, had  resistance  been  longer  delayed,  might 
havebeeome  a law.  The  origin  and  progress  of 
this  usurpation  afford  strong  illustrations 
of  the  British  policy.  The  practice  and  the 
claim  began  together,  soon  after  the  close  of 
our  revolutionary  war  and  were  applicable  to 
deserters  only.  They  extended  next  to  all  Bri- 
tish seamen — then  to  all  British  subjects,  in- 
cluding as  in  the  case  of  emigrants  from  Ireland, 
persons  who  would  not  have  been  subject  to 
impressment  in  British  ports,  not  being  sea- 
faring men — and,  finally,  to  Swedes,  Danes 
and  others,  known  1q  be  not  British  subjects, 
and  by  their  protections  appearing  to  be  na- 
turalized citizens  of  the  IT.  States. 
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Other  views  may  be  taken  of  the  subject,] 
to  shew  the  unlawfulness  and  absurdity  of  the 
British  ciaim.  If  British  cruisershave  a right 
to  take  British  seamen  from  our  vessels,  with- 
out regarding  the  abuses  inseparable  from  the 
practice,  they  may  take  from  them,  on  the 
same  principle,  and  with  much  greater  reason, 
every  species  of  property  to  which  the  British 
government  has  any  kind  of  claim.  Alle- 
giance cannot  give  to  a sovereign  a better  right 
to  take  his  subjects  than  ownership  to  take 
his  property.  Th/ire  would  be  no  limit  to  tliis 
pretension  or  its  consequences.  All  property 
forfeited  by  exportation,  contrary  to  the  law7s 
of  Great  Britain,  every  article  to  which  her 
sovereignty,  jurisdiction  or  ownership  would 
extend,  in  British  vessels,  would  be  liable  to 
seizure  in  those  of  the  United  States.  The 
laws,  of  England  would  be  executory  in 
them.  Instead  of  being  a part  of  the  Ameri- 
can, they  would  become  a part  of  the  British 
territory. 

It  might  naturally  be  expected  that  Great 
Britain  would  have  given  by  her  conduct, 
some  support  to  her  pretensions;  that  if  she 
had  not  disclaimed  altogether  the  principle  of 
naturalization,  she  would  at  least  have  exclud- 
ed from  her  service  foreign  seamen.  Her 
conduct  however  has  been  altogether  at  vari- 
ance with  her  precepts.  She  has  given  great 
facility  to  naturalization  in  all  instances  where 
it  could  advance  her  interest,  and  peculiar  en- 
couragement to  that  of  foreign  seamen.  She 
naturalizes  by  special  act  of  parliament.  She 
naturalizes  all  persons  who  reside  a certain 
term  of  years  in  British  colonies,  all  those  who 
are  bom  of  British  subjects,  in  foreign  domi- 
nions, and  all  seamen  wdm  have  served  a cer- 
tain short  term  in  the  British  service,  and 
would  doubtless  protect  all  such  as  British 
subjects,  if  required  by  them  so  to  do.  Her 
governors  of  neighboring  provinces  are  at  this 
time  compelling  emigrants  thither  from  the 
United  States,  to  bear  arms  against  the  U 
States. 

The  mediation  offered  by  Russia  presents 
to  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  to  the  United 
States  a fair  opportunity  of  accommodating 
this  controversy  with  honor.  The  interposi- 
tion of  so  distinguished  a power,  friendly  to 
both  parties,  could  not  be  declined  by  either, 
on  just  ground,  especially  by  Great  Britain, 
between  whom  and  Russia  there  exists  at  this 
time  a very  interesting  relation  When  the 
British  ministers  are  made  acquainted  at  St. 
Petersburgh  with  the  conditions  on  which  you 
are  authorised  to  adjust  this  difference,  it 
seems  as  if  it  would  be  impossible  for  Great 
Britain  to  decline  them.  Should  she  do  it, 
still  adhering  to  her  former  pretensions,  her 
motive  could  not  be  misunderstood.  The 
cause  of  the  United  States  would  thencefor- 
ward become  the  common  cause  of  nations. 

' A concession  by  them  would  operate  to  the 


] disadvantage  of  every  other  powTer.  They 
would  all  find  in  the  conduct  of  Great  Bri- 
tain an  unequivocal  determination  to  destroy 
the  rights  of  other  flags,  and  to  usurp  the  ab- 
solute dominion  of  the  ocean.  It  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  the  British  government  will  find 
it  neither  for  the  honor  or  interest  of  Great 
Britain,  to  push  things  to  that  extremity,  hut 
will  have  accepted  this  mediation,  and  have 
sent  a minister  or  ministers  to  St  Petersburg 
with  full  powers  to  adjust  the  controversy  on 
fair  and  just  conditions. 

Should  improper  impressions  have  been 
taken  of  the  probable  consequences  of  the  war, 
you  will  have  ample  means  to  remove  them.  It 
is  certain  that  from  its  prosecution  Great  Bri- 
tain can  promise  to  herself  no  advantage, 
while  she  exposes  herself  to  great  expenses, 
and  to  the  danger  of  still  greater  losses.  The 
people  of  the  United  States,  accustomed  to 
the  indulgence  of  a long  peace,  roused  by  the 
causes  and  progress  of  the  war,  are  rapidly 
acquiring  military  habits  and  becoming  a mi- 
litary people.  Our  knowledge  in  naval  tac- 
tics has  increased,  as  has  our  maritime  strength. 
The  gallantry  and  success  of  our  little  navy 
have  formed  an  epoch  in  naval  history.  The 
laurels  which  these  brave  men  have  gained, 
not  for  themselves  alone,  but  for  their  coun- 
try, from  an  enemy  pre-eminent  in  naval  ex- 
ploits, for  ages  past,  are  among  the  proudest 
boasts  of  their  grateful  and  affectionate  fellow 
citizens.  Our  manufactures  have  taken  an 
astonishing  growth.  In  short,  in  every  cir- 
cumstance, in  which  the  war  is  felt,  its  pres- 
sure tends  evidently  to  unite  our  people,  to 
draw  out  our  resources,  to  invigorate  our 
means,  and  to  make  us  more  truly  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  and,  as  far  as  may  be  necessa- 
ry, a great  maritime  power. 

If  the  British  government  accepts  the  me- 
diation of  Russia,  with  a sincere  desire  to  res- 
tore a good  intelligence  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, it  may  be  presumed  that  a fair  oppor- 
tunity will  be  afforded  for  the  arrangement  of 
many  other  important  interests,  with  advan- 
tage to  both  parties.  The  adjustment  of  the 
controversy  relating  to  impressment  only, 
though  very  important,  would  leave  much  un- 
finished Almost  every  neutral  right  has  been 
violated,  and  its  violation  persisted  in  to  the 
moment  that  war  was  declared  The  presi- 
dent sincerely  desires,  and  it  is  doubtless  for 
the  interest  of  Great  Britain,  to  prevent  the 
like  in  future.  The  interposition  of  the  em- 
peror of  Russia  to  promote  an  accommoda- 
tion of  those  differences  is  deemed  particular- 
ly auspicious. 

A strong  ho|>eis,  therefore,  entertained,  that 
full  powers  will  be  given  to  the  British  com- 
missioners, to  arrange  all  these  grounds  of 
controversy  in  a satisfactory  manner.  In  en- 
tering on  this  interesting  part  of  your  duty, 

' the  first  object  which  will  claim  your  attention 
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Is,  that  of  blockade.  The  violation  of  out*  afford  a proof  of  a disposition  in  the  Hellish 
neutral  rights  bv  illegal  blockades,  carried  to : government,  not  simply  to  compromise  a dif- 
an  enormous  extent  by  orders  in  council,  was  ferepce,  but  to  re-establish  a sincere  ft  ieiid- 
a principal  cause  of  the  war.  These  orders,  ship  between  the  two  nations, 
however,  and  with  them  the  blockade  of  May  j 
1-80I5,  and  as  is  understood,  all  other 
blockades,  have  been  repealed,  so  that,  U*at 


An  interference  with  our  .commerce  between  ene- 
ille^al  | niy,s  colonies  iind  their  parent  country  was  among 
^ £ j the  violations  of  our  neutral  rights  committed  by 
, , -j  * ■ 1 0.1  ».  • „T!  Great  Britain  in  her  own  present  war  with  France, 

came  of  war  has  been  removed.  A.l  that  is  no"  ; lt  took  place  in  180J>  a„I  . xu  n-  be  U.j.,n  and  oro- 
expected  is,  that  the  Britisu  government  wnl , duced  universal  excitement,  hi  securing  us  against 
unite  in  a more  precise  definition  of  blockade, , a repetition  of  it,  you  will  attend  to  an  article  of  the 
and  in  this  no  difficulty  is  anticipated;  for  hav-  convention  between  Russia  and  Great  Britain  enter- 
ing declared  that  no  blockade  would  be  legal,  !et*  into  on  the  _ day  or  loQl,  t<>  the  1 !th  ar- 

’ ticle  ot  the  project  of  a treaty  with  Great  Britain 


which  was  not  supported  by  an  adequate  force, 
and  that  the  blockades  which  it  might  insti 
tute  should  be  supported  by  an  adequate  force, 
there  appears  to  be,  according  to  the  just  in 


project 

that  was  signed  by  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  lhrikncy 
on  the 31st  December,  1806, and  t«  the  instructions 
from  this  department  relating  to  that  article  of  the 
20th  of  Mhv,  1807-  The  capture  bylGreai  Britain 


terpretation  of  these  terms,  no  difference  of  j °f  almost  all  the  islands  of  her  enemies,  diminishes 

j the  importance  of  any  regulation  pf  this  subject;  but 
s they  may  be  restored  by  a treaty  of  peace,  itme- 


opimon  on  the  subject 

The  Rritish  government  has  recently  in  two  ..  r. , . , , 

r , . » , ...  . . , | nts  particular  attention.  Tt  being  understood,  how  - 

formal  acts,  given  definitions  or  blockade,  evePj  that  unless  such  a trade  can  be  obtained  in  a 
either  of  which  would  be  satisfactory.  The1-- — * 1 * - — 1 '•  *«  ~ 


first  is  to  be  seen  in  a communication  from  Mr. 

Merry  to  this  department,  bearing  date  on  the 
12th  of  April,  1804.  'The  following  are  the 
circumstances  attending  it  Commodore  Hood, 
the  commander  of  a British  squadron  in  the  | “^  Great  Britain  and 'her' enemy,  as'for  examph 
West  Indies  in  1803,  having  declared  the  is  1-  between  China  and  France.  The  absurdity  of  tlii 


proper  extent , and  without  a relinquishim  olof  the 
principle  contended  for  by  the  United  States,  it 
will  be  best  that  the  treaty  be  silent  on  the  subject. 

A disposition  has  been  shewn  by  the  British  go- 
vernment to  extend  this  principle  so  far  as  to  inhibit 
a trade  to  neutrals  even  between  a power  at  peace 


having 

ands  of  Martinique  and  Guadaloupe  in  a state 
of  blockade,  without  applying  an  adequate 
force  to  maintain  it,  the  secretary  of  state  re- 


monstrated against  the  illegality  of  the  mea- 
sure, which  remonstrance  was  laid  before  the 
lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  in  Eng- 
land, who  replied,  ‘‘that,  they  had  sent  orders 
not  to  consider  any  blockade  of  these  islands 
as  existing  unless  in  respect  of  particular 


pretention  may  prevent  its  being  hereafter  advanc- 
ed. It  will  not,  however,  be  unworthy  of  your  at- 
tention. 

By  an  order  of  the  British  government  in  1803, 
British  cruisers  were  authorized  to  take  neutral 
vessels  laden  with  innocent  articles,  on  their  return 
from  an  enemy’s  port,  on  the  pretence  that  they  had 
carried  to  such  port  contraband  of  war.  This  order 
is  directly  repugnant  to  the  law  of  nations,  as  the 
circumstance  of  having  contraband  articles  on  board 
. v • , • i . . . ..  . j , bound  to  an  enemy's  port,  is  the, only  legal  ground 

ports,  which  might  he  actually  invested,  and  Lf  seizm.e.  rik/  chl\.n  was  .a.nm.isLed  'by  the 

t ien  not  to  capture  tessels  bound  to  such  j British  government  in  the  9 tii  article  of  the  project 
ports,  unless  they  shall  previously  have  been!  above  recited, you  will  endeavor  in  like  maimer  to 
warned  not  to  enter  them.*’  The  second  deli  ! provide  agaiwst  it.  It  is  the  practice  of  British 
nition  is  to  be  found  in  a convention  between  I cruizers  to  con;Pel  lhe  commanders  oi  neutral  ves- 
Great  Britain  and  Russia  in  June,  1801 . 4th  seb  whlch, ,th9  nieel  »l  ***.  f,tl,e1'  f°,  ,liem  m 
sec.  3d  art.  winch  declares,  “that  in  order  to  lboardin  their  bouts  by  an  officer.  The  injustice  and 
determine  what  characterises  a blockaded  | irregularity  of  this  procedure  need  not  be  mentioned, 
port,  that  denomination  is  given  only  to  a port!  You  will  endeavor  to  suppress  it  in  the  manner  pro- 
where  there  is  by  the  disposition  of  the  power  [ posed  in  the  third  article  of  a project  communicated 
which  attacks  it,  with  ships  stationary  or  suf- J ^fonroe  :it  London  jn  in.-: 


ficientlv  near,  an  evident^danger  in  entering 
The  president  is  willing  for  you  to  adopt  eitlic 


5th 

to 


instructions  of  the 
January,  1804.  You  will  endeavor  likewise 
estrict  contraband  of  war,  as  much  as  in 


of  these  definitions,  but  prefers  the  first  as 
more  precise  and  determinate;  and  when  it  is 
considered  that  it  was  made  the  criterion  by 
so  formal  an  act  between  the  two  govern 
ments,  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  the  British 
government  will  object  to  the  renewal  of  it. 
Nothing  is  more  natural  after  the  differences 
which  have  taken  place  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, on  this  and  other  subjects,  and  the  de 
parture  from  this  criterion  by  Great  Britain, 
for  reasons  which  are  admitted  by  her  no 
longer  to  exist,  than  that  they  should  on  the 
restoration  of  a good  understanding  recur  to 
it  again.  Such  a recurrence  would  be  the 
more  satisfactory  to  the  president,  as  it  would 


adopt  either  U our  power,  to  fee  list  contained  in  the  4th  article 


of  that  project. 

The  pretension  of  Great  Britain  to  interdict  the 
passage  of  neutral  vessels  with  their  cargoes  from 
one  port  to  another  port  of  an  enemy,  is  illegal  and 
very  injurious  to  the  commerce  of  neutral  powers. 
Still  more  unjustifiable  is  the  attempt  to  interdict 
their  passage  from  a port  of  one  independent  nation 
to  that  of  another,  on  the  pretence  that  they  are 
botli  enemies.  You  will  endeavor  to  obtain,  in  both 
instances,  security  for  the  neutral  right. 

Upon  the  whole  subject  1 have  to  observe  that 
your  first  duly  will  be  to  conclude  a peace  with  G. 
Britain,  and  you  are  authorised  to  do  it,  in  case  you 
obtain  a satisfactory  stipulation  against  impress- 
ment, one  which  shall  secure,  under  our  flag,  pro- 
tection to  the  crew.  The  manner  in  which  it  may 
be  done  lias  been  already  stated,  with  the  recipro- 
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cal  stipulations  which  you  may  enter  into  to  secure 
Great  Britain  against  the  injury  of  which  she  «om- 
plains.  If  this  encroachment  of  Great  Britain  is  not 
provided  against,  the  United  States  have  appealed 
to  arms  in  vain.  If  your  efforts  to  accomplish  it 
6*iould  fail,  all  further  negotiations  will  cease,  and 
you  will  return  home  without  delay.  It  is  possible 
that  some  difficulty  may  occur  in  arranging  this  ar- 
ticle respecting  its  duration.  To  obviate  this  the 
president  is  willing  that  it  be  limited  to  1 be  present 
war  in  Europe.  Resting,  as  the  United  States  do, 
on  the  solid  ground  of  right,  it  is  not  presumable 
that  Great  Britain,  especially  after  the  advantage 
she  may  derive  from  the  arrangement  proposed, 
would  ever  revive  her  pretension.  In  forming  any 
stipulation  on  this  subject,  you  will  be  careful  not 
to  impair  by  it  the  right  of  the  United  States,  or  to 
sanction  the  principle  of  the  British  claim. 

It  is  deemed  highly  important,  also,  to  obtain  a 
definition  of  the  neutral  rights  which  I have  brought 
to  your  view,  especially  of  blockade,  and  the  man- 
lier suggested,  but  it  is  not  to  be  made  an  indispen- 
sable condition  of  peace.  After  the  repeal  of  the  or- 
ders in  council,  and  other  illegal  blockades,  and  the 
explanations  attending  it,  it  is  not  presumable  that 
Great.  Britain  will  revive  litem.  Should  she  doit, 
ihe  United  States  will  always  have  a corresponding 
resort  in  their  own  hands.  You  will  observe  in  every 
case,  in  which  you  may  not  be  able  to  obtain  a satis- 
factory definition  of  the  neutral  light,  that  you  en- 
ter into  none  respecting  it. 

Indemnity  for  losses  seems  to  be  a fair  ckqm  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  ahd  the  British  go- 
vernment, if  desirous  to  strengthen  the  relations 
of  friendship,  may  oe  willing  to  make  it.  In  bring- 
ing the  claim  into  view,  you  will  not  let  it  defeat  the 
primary  objects  intrusted  to  you.  It  is  not  per- 
ceived on  what  ground  Great  Britain  can  resist  this 
claim,  at  least  in  the  cases  in  favor  of  which  she 
stands  pledged.  Of  these  a note  will  be  added. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  stipulate  in  tjhe  proposed 
treaty  the  same  advantages  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  in  favor  of  British  ships  of  war,  that  m»y  be 
allowed  to  tiio.se  of  the  most  favored  nations,  This 
stiouUtion  must  be  reciprocal. 

No  difficulty  can  arise  from  the  case  of  the  non- 
importation act,  which  will  doubtless  be  terminated 
in  consequence  of  a pacification.  Should  any  stipnla 
tion  to  that  effect  be  required,  or  found  advantage- 
ous, you  are  at  liberty  to  enter  into  it.  Should  peace 
be  made,  you  may,  in  fixing  the  periods  at  which  it 
shall  take  effeef,  in  different  latitudes  and  distances, 
take  for  the  basis  the  provisional  articles  of  the  trea- 
ty of  peace  with  Great  Britain  in  1782,  with  such, 
alterations  as  may  appear  to  be  just  and  reasonable. 

In  discharging  the  duties  of  the  trust  committed 
to  you,  the  president  desires  that  you  will  manifest 
the  highest  degree  of  respect  for  the  emperor  of 
Russia,  and  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  imparti- 
ality of  his  views.  In  arranging  the  question  of  im- 
pressmentand  everv  question  of  neutral  right,  you 
will  explain  to  his  government  without  reserve,  the 
claims  of  the.  United  States,  with  the  grounds  on 
which  they’  severally  rest.  It  is  not  doubted  that 
from  a conduct  so  frank  and  honorable  the  most 
beneficnl  effects  will  result. 

1 shall  conclude  by  remarking  that  a strong  hope 
is  entertained  that  this  friendly  mediation  of  the  em- 
peror Alexander  will  form  an  epoch  in  the  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  Russia,  which  will  he 
extensively  felt,  and  be  long  and  eminently  distin- 
guished by  the  happy  consequences  attending  it. 
Since  1780,  Russia  has  been  the  pivot  on  which  all 
questions  of  neutral  right  have  essentially  turned, 
ivft&tofthe  wars  which  have  disturbed  the  world  in 


modem  times,  have  originated  with  Great  Britain* 
»nd  France.  These  wars  have  affected  distant 
countries,  especially  in  their  character  as  neutrals, 
*nd  very  materially  the  United  Statos,  who  took  n»' 
pnrt  in  promoting  them,  and  had  no  interest  in  the 
great  objects  of  either  power. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  state  to  the 

commissioners  of  the  United  States,  for  treating  of 

peace  -with  Great  Britain , dated 

Department  of  state,  June  23, 1318. 

“ An  opportunity  offering,  1 avail  myself  of  it  to- 
explain  mors  fully  the  views  of  the  president  on  cer- 
tain subjects  already  treated  on  in  your  instructions, 
and  to  communicate  his  sentiments  on  some  others, 
not  adverted  to  in  them. 

“ The  British  government,  having  repealed  the  or- 
ders in  council,  and  the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  and. 
all  other  illegal  blockades,  and  having  declared  that  it 
would  institute  no  blockade  which  should  not  be  sup- 
ported by  an  adequate  force,  it  was  thought  better 
to  leave  that  question  on  that  ground,  than  to  con- 
tinue! the  war  to  obtain  a more  precise  definition  of 
blockade  afief  the  other  essential  cause  of  war,  that 
of  impressment,  should  be  removed.  But  when 
it  is  considered  that  a stipulated  definition  of  block- 
ade will  cost  Great  Britain  nothing  after  having  thus 
recognized  the  principle,  and  that  such  definition  is 
calculated  to  give  additional  confidence,  in  the  future 
security  of  our  commerce,  it  is  expected  that,  she 
will  agree  to  it.  It  is  true,  this  cause  of  war  bemg 
removed,  the  United  States  are  under  no  obligation 
to  continue  it,  for  the  want  of  such  stipulated  defi- 
nition, more  especially  as  they  retain  in  their  hands, 
the  remedy  against  any  new  violation  of  their  rights, 
whenever  made.  The  same  remark  is  applicable  to 
the  case  of  impressment,  for  if  the  British  govern- 
ment had  issued  orders  to  its  eruizers  not  to  impress 
seamen  from  our  vessels  and  notified  the  same  to 
this  government,  that  cause  of  war  would  also  h*ve 
been  removed.  In  nuking  peace  it  is  better  for  both 
nations,  that  the  controversy  respecting  the  block- 
ade, should  be  arranged  by  treaty  as  well  as  that  res- 
pecting impressment.  The  omission  to  arrange  it 
may  he  productive  of  injury.  Without  a precise  de- 
finition of  blockade,  improper  pretensions  migh*  be 
set  up  on  each  side,  respecting  their  rights,  which, 
might  possibly  hazard  the  future  good  understand^ 
ing  between  the  two  countries. 

“ Should  a restitution  of  territory  be  agreed  on,  it 
will  be  proper  for  you  to  make  a provision  for  settling 
the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  on  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  lakes,  from  the 
point  at  which  the  line  between  them  strikes  the  St. 
Lawrence,  to  the  north  western  corner  of  the  lake  of 
the  Woods,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  treaty 
of  peace.  The  settlement  of  this  boundary  is  impor- 
tant from  the  circumstance  that  there  are  several 
islands  in  the  river  and  lakes,  of  some  extent  and 
great  value,  the  dominion  over  which  is  claimed  by 
both  parties.  It  may  be  an  advisable  course  to  ap- 
point commissioners  on  each  side,  with  full  powers 
to  adjust  on  fair  and  equitable  considerations,  this 
boundary.  To  enable  you  to  adopt  a suitable  provi- 
sion for  the  purpose  it  would  be  proper  for  you  to 
recur  to  the  instructions  heretofore  given  on  the  sub- 
ject, published  in  the  documents  in  your  possession.’.* 
J/r.  J\tonroe , secretary  cf  state , to  the  plenipotentiaries 

of  the  United  Stales,  at  St.  Pelevsbitrgh. 

Drparupriit  of  State,  January  1st,  1814. 

gentlemen — I have  not  received  a letter  from  you 
since  your  appointment  to  meet  ministers  from 
Great  Britain  at  St.  Petersburg,  to  negociwfea  treaty 
of  peace,  under  the  mediation  of  the  Emperof  of  Rus- 
sia. This  is  doubtless  owing  to  the  miscarriage  cl 
your  dispatches-,. 
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The  message  of  the  president,  of  which  1 have  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  you  a * opv  will  make  you  ac- 
quainted. with  the  prog-ess  of  the  war  with  Great  Bn- 
t*in,tothat  period, and  the  other  documents  which  aie 
forwarded,  will  communicate  what  has  since  occur- 
red 

Among  the  advantages  attending  our  success  in 
TJpper  Canada,  was  the  important  one  of  m -king  cap- 
ture of  general  Proctor’s  baggage,  with  all  the  public 
documents  belonging  to  '.he  British  government  in 
his  possession.  It  is  probable  that  these  documents 
will  be  Kiel  before  congress,  as  they  are  of  i nature 
highly  interesting  to  the  public.  You  will  understand 
their  true  character  by  «.x;r:C*>  of  two  letters  from 
governor  Cass,  which  are  enclosed  to  you.  liy  these 
it  appears  that  the  British  government  has  exercised 
its  influence  over  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  limits, 
as  well  as  elsewhere  in  peace,  for  hostile  purposes 
towards  the  United  States;  and  that  the  Indian  bar- 
barities, since  the  war,  were,  in  many  instances, 
known  .o,  and  sanctioned  by  the  British  govern 
jnent. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  Stc.  &c.  be. 

(Signed)  JAMES  MONROE. 

Jtfr.  Monroe,  secretary  of  state,  to  the  plenipotentiaries 
(f  the  United  States,  at  St.  Petersburg. 

Department  of  state,  January  8tli,  IS  14. 
gexteemex — I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you 
st  copy  of  a letter  from  lord  Castlereagh  to  this  de 
partment  and  of  a note  from  lord  Castlereagh  to  the 
Russian  government,  with  my  reply  to  the  communi- 
cation. 

The  arrangement  of  a negotiation  to  be  held  at 
Gottenburg,  directly  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  without  the  aid  of  tiie  Russian  medi- 
ation, mJces  it  necessary  that  new  commissions 
should  be  issued  correspondent  with  it,  and  for  this 
purpose  that  • new  nomination  should  be  made  to  the 
-senate.  The  president  instructs  me  to  inform  you, 
that  you  will  both  be  included  in  it,  and  that  he 
wishes  you  to  repair  immediately  on  the  receipt  of 
this,  to  the  appointed  rendezvous.  It  is  probable 
the  business  may  not  be  limited  to  yourselves  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  interest  involved  in  the  result. 
The  commissions  and  instructions,  will  be  duly  for- 
warded to  you,  as  soon  as  the  arrangements  shall  be 
finally  made. 

In  taking  leave  of  the  Russian  government  you 
will  be  careful  to  make  known  t«  it  the  sensibility  of 
the  president  to  the  friendly  disposition  of  the  em- 
peror, manifested  by  the  offer  of  his  mediation;  the 
regret  felt  at  its  rejection  by  the  British  government, 
and  a desire  that,  in  future,  the  greatest  confidence 
and  cordiality,  and  the  best  understanding  may  pre- 
vail between  the  two  governments. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

(Signed)  JAMES  MONROE. 

&r,  Monroe  secretary  of  state,  to  the  American  pleni- 
potentiaries at  Goitenbury. 

Department  of  state,  January  28th,  1814. 
gentlexex — The  British  government  having  de- 
clined the  Russian  mediation,  and  proposed  to  treat 
directly  with  the  United  States,  the  president  has,  on 
due  consideration,  thought  proper  to  accept  the  overr 
ture.  To  give  effect  to  this  arrangement,  it  was  ne- 
cessary that  a new  commission  should  be  formed,  and 
for  that  purpose  that  a new  nomination  should  be 
made  to  the  senate,  by  whose  advice  and  consent  this 
important  trust  is  committed  to  you. 

You  will  consider  the  instructions  given  to  the  com- 
mission to  treat  under  the  mediation  of  Russia,  as  ap- 
plicable to  the  negociation  with  which  you  are  now 
charged,  except  as  they  may  be  modified  by  this 
letter;. 


I shall  call  your  attention  to  the  most  important 
•onnds  of  the  controversy  wilh  Great  Britain  only, 
id  make  such  remarks  on  each,  and  on  the  whole 
subject,  as  have  occurred  since  the  date  of  the  former 
instructions,  and  are  deemed  applicable  to  the  pre- 
sent juncture,  taking  into  view  the  negociation  in 
which  you  are  about  to  engage. 

On  impressment,  as  to  th^  right  of  the  United 
States  to  be  exempted  from  it,  1 have  nothing  new 
to  add.  The  sentiments  of  the  president  have  un- 
dergone no  change  on  that  important  subject.  This 
degrading  practice  must  cease;  our  flag  must  protect 
the  crew,  or  the  United  States  cannot  consider  them- 
selves  an  independent  nation.  To  settle  this  differ- 
ence amicably  the  president  is  willing,  as  you  are  al- 
ready informed  by  the  former  instructions,  to  remove 
all  pretexts  for  it,  to  the  British  goverement,  by  ex- 
cluding all  British  seamen  from  our  vessels,  and  ev  en 
to  extend  the  exclusion  to  all  British  subjects,  ii  ne- 
cessary excepting  only  the  few  already  naturalized, 
and  to  siipulate  likewise,  tlie  surrender  of  all  British 
seamen  deserting  in  our  ports  in  future  from  "British 
vessels,  public  or  private.  It  was  presumed  b\  all 
dispassionate  persons,  that  the  law  of  congress  re- 
lative to  seamen  would,  effectually  accomplish  ihe 
object.  But  the  president  is  willing,  us  you  find,  to 
prevent  a possibility  of  failure,  to  go  fun  her. 

Should  a treat)  be  made,  it  is  proper,  and  would 
have  a conciliatory  effect,  that  all  our  impressed 
seamen  who  may  be  discharged  under  it,  should  be 
paid  for  their  services  by  tL,  British  government, 
for  the  time  of  their  detention,  the  wages,  which 
they  might  have  obtained  in  the  merchant  service 
of  their  own  country. 

Blockade  is  the  subject  next  in  point  of  impor- 
tance, which  you  will  have  to  arrange.  In  the  in- 
structions bearing  date  on  the  15th  April,  1813,  it 
was  remarked,  that  as  the  British  government  had 
revoked  its  orders  in  council,  and  agreed  that  no 
blockade  could  be  legal  which  was  not  supported  by 
an  adequate  force,  and  that  such  adequate  force 
-hould  be  applied  to  any  blockade  which  it  might 
hereafter  institute,  this  cause  of  controversy  seemed 
to  be  removed.  Further  reflection,  however,  has 
added  great  force  to  the  expediency  and  important  $ 
of  a precise  definition  of  the  publie  law  or  this  sulv 
ject.  There  is  much  cause  to  presume,  that  if  the 
repeal  of  the  orders  in  council  had  taken  place  in 
time  to  have  been  known  here  before  the  declaration 
of  war,  and  had  had  the  effect  of  preventing  the  de- 
claration, not  only  that  no  provision  would  have  been 
obtained  against  impressment,  but  that  under  the 
name  of  blockade  the  same  extent  of  coast  would 
have  been  covered  by  proclamation  as  had  been  co- 
vered by  the  orders  in  council.  The  war,  which 
these  abuses  and  impressment  contributed  so  much 
to  produce  might  possibly  prevent  that  consequence. 
But  it  would  be  more  satisfactory,  if  not  more  safe, 
to  guard  against  it  by  a formal  definition  in  the 
treaty.  It  is  true,  should  the  British  government 
violate  again  the  legitimate  principles  of  blockade, 
in  whatever  terms,  or  under  whatever  pretext  it 
might  be  done,  the  United  States  would  have  in 
their  hands  a correspondent  resort;  but  a principal 
object  in  making  peace  is  to  prevent,  by  the  justice 
and  reciprocity  of  the  conditions,  a recurrence  again 
to  war,  for  the  same  cause.  If  the  British  govern- 
ment sincerely  wishes  to  make  a durable  peace  with 
the  United  States,  it  can  have  no  reasonable  objec- 
tion to  a just  definition  of  blockade,  especially  as 
the  two  governments  have  agreed  in  their  corres- 
pondence, in  all  its  essential  features.  The  instruc- 
tions of  the  15th  of  April,  1813,  have  stated  in  what 
manner  the  president  is  willing  to  arrange  this  dif- 
ference. 
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On  the  other  neutral  rights,  enumerated  in  the 
former  instructions,  I shall  remark  only,  that  the 
catalogue  is  limited  in  a manner  to  evince  a spirit 
of  accommodation;  that  the  arrangement  proposed 
in  each  instance  is  just  in  itself;  that  it  corresponds 
with  the  general  spirit  of  treaties  between  commer- 
cial powers,  and  that  Great  Britain  has  sanctioned  it 
in  many  treaties,  and  gone  beyond  it  in  some. 

On  the  claim  to  indemnify  for  spoliations,  I have 
only  to  refer  you  to  what  was  said  in  the  former 
instructions.  I have  to  add,  that  should  a treaty  be 
formed,  it  is  just  in  itself,  and  would  have  a happy 
effect  on  the  future  relations  of  the  two  countries,  if 
indemnity  should  be  stipulated  on  each  side,  for  the 
destruction  of  all  unfortified  towns  and  other  pri- 
vate property,  contrary  to  the  laws  and  usages  of 
war.  It  is  equally  proper,  that  the  negroes  taken 
from  the  southern  states  should  be  returned  to  their 
owners,  or  paid  for  at  their  full  value.  It  is  known 
that  a shameful  traffic  has  been  carried  on  in  the 
West  Indies,  by  the  sale  of  those  persons  there,  by 
those  who  professed  to  be  their  deliverers.  Of  this 
fact,  the  proof  wiiich  has  reached  this  department 
shall  be  furnished  you.  If  these  slaves  are  considered 
as  non-combatants  they  ought  to  be  restored:  if  as 
property,  they  ought  to  be  paid  for.  The  treaty  of 
peace  contains  an  article  which  recognizes  this 
principle. 

In  the  view  which  I have  taken  of  the  conditions 
on  which  you  are  to  insist  in  the  proposed  negoti- 
ations, you  will  find,  on  a comparison  of  them  with 
those  stated  in  the  former  instructions,  that  there  is 
no  material  difference  between  them,  the  two  last 
mentioned  claims  to  indemnity  excepted,  which 
have  originated  since  the  date  of  those  instructions. 
The  principal  object  of  this  review  has  been  to  show, 
that  the  sentiments  of  the  president  are  the  same  in 
every  instance  and  that  the  reasons  for  maintaining 
them  have  become  more  evident  and  strong,  since 
the  date  of  those  instructions. 

In  accepting  the  overture  of  the  British  govern- 
ment to  treat  independently  of  the  Russian  media- 
tion, the  United  States  have  acted  on  pi'inciples 
which  governed  them  in  every  transaction  relating 
to  peace  since  the  war.  Had  the  British  government 
accepted  the  Russian  mediation,  the  United  States 
would  have  treated  for  themselves,  independently 
of  any  other  power,  and  had  Great  Britain  met 
them  on  such  conditions,  peace  would  have  been  the 
immediate  result.  Had  she  refused  to  accede  to  such 
conditions,  and  attempted  to  dictate  others,  a know- 
ledge of  the  view's  of  other  powers  on  those  points 
might  have  been  useful  to  the  United  States.  In 
agreeing  to  treat  directly  with  Great  Britain,  not 
only  is  no  concession  contemplated  on  any  point  in 
controversy,  but  the  same  desire  is  cherished  to 
preserve  a good  understanding  with  Russia,  and  the 
other  Baltic  powers,  as  if  the  negociation  had  taken 
place  under  the  mediation  of  Russia. 

It  is  probable  that  the  British  government  may 
have  declined  the  Russian  mediation,  from  the  ap- 
prehension of  an  understanding  between  the  United 
States  and  Russia,  for  very  different  purposes  from 
those  which  have  been  contemplated,  in  the  hope 
that  a much  better  treaty  might  he  obtained  of  the 
United  States,  in  a direct  negociation,  than  could  be 
obtained  under  the  Russian  mediation,  and  with  a 
view  to  profit  of  the  concessions  which  might  thus 
be  made  by  the  United  States  in  future  negoeiations 
with  the  Baltic  powers.  If  this  was  the  object  of  the 
British  government,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive 
any  other,  it  clearly  proves  the  advantage  to  be 
derived  in  the  proposed  negociation,  from  the  aid 
of  those  powers,  in  securing  from  the  British  go- 
vernment such  conditions  as  would  be  satisfactory 


to  all  parties.  It  would  be  highly  honorable  as  well 
as  advantageous  to  the  United  States,  if  the  negoci- 
ations  with  which  you  are  charged,  should  termi- 
nate in  such  a treaty.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  Stc.  ' 
(Signed)  ' JAS.  MONROE. 

Jlr.  Monroe , secretary  of  state , to  the  plenipotentia- 
ries of  the  United  States  at  Gotten  bury  h. 

Department  of  State,  -Ian.  30,"  1814. 
Gentlemen — In  addition  to  the  claims  to  indemni- 
ty, stated  in  your  preceding  instructions,  I have  to 
request  your  attention  to  the  following,  to  which  it 
is  presumed  there  can  be  no  objection. 

On  the  declaration  of  war  by  the  United  States, 
there  happened  to  be,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  com- 
merce, several  American  vessels  and  cargoes  in  the 
ports  of  Gr&at  Britain,  which  were  seized  and  con- 
demned ; and,  in  one  instance,  an  American  ship 
which  fled  from  Algiers,  in  consequence  of  the  de- 
claration of  war  by  the  Dey,  to  Gibraltar,  with  the 
American  consul  and  some  public  stores  on  board, 
shared  the  same  fate. 

After  the  declaration  of  war,  congress  passed  an 
act,  allowing  to  British  subjects  six  months  from 
the  date  of  the  declaration,  to  remove  their  proper* 
ty  out  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of  which 
many  vessels  were  removed  with  their  cargoes.  I 
add,  with  confidence,  that  on  a liberal  construction 
of  the  spirit  of  the  law,  some  vessels  were  permitted 
to  depart  even  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  spe- 
cified in  the  law.  I will  endeavor  to  put  in  your 
possession  a list  of  these  cases.  A general  recipro- 
cal provision,  however.,  will  be  best  adapted  to  the 
object  in  view.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  Lc.  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)  JAS.  MONROE. 

From  the  secretary  of  state  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
United  States  for  treating  ioith  Great  Britain> 
dated 

Department  of  State,  Feb.  10,  1814. 
Gentlemen — Should  you  conclude  a treaty  and 
not  obtain  a satisfactory  arrangement  of  neutral 
rights,  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to  provide  that  the 
United  States  shall  have  advantage  of  any  stipula- 
tions more  favorable  to  neutral  nations,  that  may 
be  established  between  Great  Britain  and  other  pow- 
ers. A precedent  for  such  a provision  is  found  in  a 
declaratory  article  between  Great  Britain  and  Russia, 
bearing  date  on  the  8th  October,  1801,  explanatory 
of  the  2d  section,  3d  article,  of  a convention  con- 
cluded between  them  on  the  5th  June  of  the  same 
year.  I have  the  honor  to  be.  See. 

(Signed)  JAMES  MONROE. 

Extract  of  u letter  from  the  secretary  of  state  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  United  States  for  treating  -with 
Great  Britain , dated 

Department  of  State,  Feb.  14,  1814. 

“I  received  last  night  your  letter  of  the  15th  Oc- 
tober, with  extracts  of  letters  from  Mr.  Adams  and 
Mr.  Harris  of  the  22d  and  23d  of  November. 

“It  appears  that  you  had  no  knowledge  at  the 
date,  even  of  the  last  letter,  of  the  answer  of  the 
British  government,  to  the  offer  which  had  been 
made  to  it,  a second  time,  of  the  Russian  mediation. 
Hence  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  the  proposition  made 
to  this  government  by  the  Bramble  was  made  not 
only  without  your  knowledge,  but  without  the  sanc- 
tion, if  not  without  the  knowledge  of  the  emperor. 
Intelligence  from  other  sources,  strengthens  this  in- 
ference. If  this  view  of  the  conduct  of  the  British 
government  is  well  founded,  the  motive  for  it  can- 
not be  mistaken;  It  may  fairly  be  presumed  that  it 
was  to  prevent  a good  understanding  and  concert 
between  the  United  States  and  Russia  and  Sweden, 
on  the  subject  of  neutral  rights,  in  the  hope  that  by 
drawing  the  negociation  to  England,  and  depriving 
you  of  an  opportunity  of  free  communication  with 
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treaty  less  favorable  to  the.  United  promote  that  result.  He  nevertheless,  knew  that 
obtained,  which  might  afterwards  France  held  a place  in  the  political  system  of  Eu- 
rope and  of  the  world,  which  as  a check  on  England, 
could  not  fail  to  be  useful  to  us.  What  effect  the 
late  events  may  have  had,  in  these  respects,  is  the 
important  circumstance  of  which  you  are  doubtless 
better  informed  than  we  can  be. 

The  president  accepted  the  mediation  of  Russia, 
from  a respect  for  the  character  of  the  emperor,  and 
a btlief  that  our  cause,  in  all  the  points  in  controver- 
j sy,  would  gain  strength  bv  being  made  known  to 
- - - {him.  On  the  same  principle,  he  preferred  (in  ac- 

ever,  indicate  the  contrary.  Should  peace  be  inadeicepting  the  British  overture,  to  treat  independently 
in  Europe,  as  the  practical  evil  ot  winch  wc  cornpLun  inr  i^iKei  m mprlint  to  nv»pn  til** 


these  powers, 

States  might  be  obtained,  which  might 
be  used  with  advantage  by  Great  Britain  in  her  ne- 
gociations  with  those  powers. 

By  an  article  in  the  former  instructions,  you  were 
authorised  in  making  a treaty  to  prevent  impress- 
m -nt  from  our  vessels  to  stipulate,  provided  a cer- 
tain specified  term  could  not  be  agreed  on,  that  it 
might  continue  in  force  for  the  present  war  in  Eu- 
rope only.  At  that  time  it  seemed  probable  that  the 
war  might  last  many  years.  Recent  appearances,  how- 


Europe,  as  the  practical  evil  of  which  we  compl 
in  regard  to  impressment  would  cease,  it  is  presum 
ed  that  the  British  government  would  have  less  ob- 


of  the  Russian  mediation)  to  open  the  negociation 
on  the  continent,  rather  than  at  London. 

It  was  inferred  from  the  general  policy  of  Russia, 


jection  to  a stipulation  to  forbear  that  practice  forjancj  fViend.ly  sentiments  and  interposition  of  the 


a specified  term,  than  it  would  have,  should  the  war 
continue.  In  concluding  a peace  with  Great  Britain, 
even  in  case  of  a previous  general  peace  in  Europe, 
it  is  important  to  the  United  Stales  to  obtain  such  a 
stipulation.” 

Mr.  Monroe , secretary  of  state,  to  the  plenipotentia- 
ries of  the  United  States  at  Gottenburg. 

Department  of  State,  21st  of  March,  1314. 

Gentlemen — Bv  the  cartel  Chauncey  you  will  re- 
ceive this,  with  duplicates  of  the  commission  to 
treat  with  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  instructions  and 
other  documents  that  were  forwarded  by  the  John 
Adams.  This  vessel  is  sent  to  guard  against  any  ac- 
cident that  might  attend  the  other. 

If  a satisfactory  arrangement  can  be  concluded 
with  Great  Britain,  the  sooner  it  is  accomplished  the 
happier  for  both  countries.  If  such  an  arrangement 
cannot  be  obtained,  it  is  important  for  the  United 
States  to  be  acquainted  with  it  without  delay.  I hope, 
therefore,  to  receive  from  you  an  account  of  the 
state  of  the  negociation  and  its  prospects,  as  soon  as 
. you  may  be  able  to  communicate  any  thing  of  an  in- 
teresting nature  respecting  them. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  JAS.  MONROE. 

Mr.  Monroe  to  the  envoys  extraordinary  and  ministers 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States. 

Department  of  State,  June  25,  1814. 


emperor,  that  a respect  for  both  would  have  much 
influence  with  the  British  cabinet  in  promoting  a 
pacific  policy  towards  us.  The  manner,  however,  hi 
which  it.  is  understood  that  a general  pacification  is 
taking  place;  the  influence  Great  Britain  may  have 
in  modifying  the  arrangements  involved  in  it ; the 
resources  she  may  be  able  to  employ  exclusively  a- 
gainst  the  United  States;  and  the  uncertainty  of  the 
precise  course  which  Russia  may  pursue  in  relation 
to  the  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  naturally  claim  attention,  and  raise  the 
important  question,  in  reference  to  the  subject  of 
impressment,  on  which  it  is  presumed  your  negocia- 
tions  will  essentially  turn,  whether  your  powers 
ought,  not  to  be  enlarged,  so  as  to  enable  you  to  give 
to  those  circumstances  all  the  weight  to  which  they 
may  be  entitled.  On  full  consideration,  it  has  been 
decided,  that  in  case  no  stipulation  can  be  obtained 
from  the  British  government  at  this  moment,  when 
its  pretensions  may  have  been  much  heightened  by 
ivcent.  events,  and  the  state  of  Europe  be  most  fa- 
vorable to  them,  either  relinquishing  the  claim  to 
impress  from  American  (vessels,  or  discontinuing  the 
practice,  even  in  consideration  of  the  proposed  ex- 
clusion from  the rii  of  British  seamen,  you  may  con- 
cur in  an  article,  stipulating,  that  the  subjects  of 
impressment,  together  with  that  of  commerce,  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  be  referred  to  a separate 
negociation,  to  be  undertaken  without  delay,  at  such 


Gentlemen — No  communication  has  been  receiv-  place  as  you  may  be  able  to  agree  on,  prefering  this 
. from  the  joint  mission  which  was  appointed  to  city,  if  to  he  obtained.  I annex  at  the  close  of  this 

letter,  a project  of  an  article,  expressing  more  dis- 


ed 

meet  the  commissioners  of  the  British  government, 
at  Gottenburg.  A letter  from  Mr.  Bayard,  at  Am- 
sterdam, of  the  18th  March,  was  the  last  from  either 
of  our  commissioners.  It  was  inferred,  from  that 
letter,  and  other  communications,  Mr.  Bayard,  Mr. 
Mr.  Gallatin  and  Mr.  Adams,  would  be  in  Gotten- 
burg; and  it  has  been  understood  from  other  sources, 
that  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Russell  had  arrived  there 
about  the  15th  of  April,  It  is  therefore  expected, 
that  a meeting  will  have  taken  place  in  May,  and 
that  we  shall  soon  be  made  acquainted  with  your 
sentiments  of  the  probable  result  of  the  negociation. 

It  is  impossible,  with  the  lights  which  have  reach- 
ed us,  to  ascertain  the  present  disposition  of  the 
British  government  towards  an  accommodation  with 
the  United  States.  We  think  it  probable  that  the 
lute  events  in  France  may  have  had  a tendency  to 
increase  its  pretensions. 

At  war  with  Great  Britain  and  injured  by  France, 
the  United  States  have  sustained  the  attitude  found- 
ed on  these  relations.  No  reliance  was  placed  on 
the  good  offices  of  France,  in  bringing  the  war  witli 
Great  Britain  to  a satisfactory  conclusion.  Looking 
steadily  to  an  honorable  peace,  and  the  ultimate  at- 
tainment of  justice  from  both  powers,  the  president 
has  endeavored,  by  a consistent  and  honorable  policy, 
to  take  advantage  of  every  circumstance  that  might 


tinctly,  the  idea  which  it  is  intended  to  communi- 
cate, not  meaning  thereby  to  restrain  you  in  any  re- 
spect as  to  form.  Commerce  and  seamen,  the  ob- 
jects of  impressment,  may,  with  great  propriety,  be 
arranged  in  the  same  instrument.  By  stipulating 
that  commissioners  shall  be  forthwith  appointed  for 
the  purpose,  and  that  ail  rights  on  this  subject  shall 
in  the  mean  time  be  reserved,  the  faith  of  the  Bri- 
tish government  will  be  pledged  to  a fair  experiment 
in  an  amicable  mode,  and  the  honor  and  rights  of 
the  United  States  secured.  The  United  States  hav- 
ing resisted  by  war  the  practice  of  impressment,  and 
continued  the  war  until  that  practice  had  ceased  by 
a peace  in  Europe,  their  object  has  been  essentially 
obtained  for  the  present.  It  may  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected, that  the  arrangement  contemplated  and  pro- 
vided for,  will  take  effect  before  a new  war  in  Eu- 
rope shall  furnish  an  occasion  for  reviving  the  prac- 
tice. Should  this  arrangement,  however,  fail,  and 
tiie  practice  be  again  revived,  the  United  States  will 
be  again  at  liberty  to  repel  it  by  war  ; and  that  they 
will  do  so  cannot  be  doubted  ; for  after  the  proof 
which  they  have  already  given  of  a firm  resistance 
in  that  mode,  persevered  in  until  the  practice  had 
ceased,  under  circumstances  the  most  unfavorable, 
it  cannot  be  presumed  that  the  practice  will  ever  be 
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tolerated  again.  Certain  it  is,  that  every  day  will . 
render  it  more  ineligible  in  Great  Britain  to  make 
the  attempt. 

In  contemplating  the  appointment  of  commission* 
ers,  to  be  made  after  the  ratification  of  the  present 
treaty,  to  negociate  and  conclude  a treaty  to  regu- 
late commerce  and  provide  against  impressment,  it 
is  meant  only  to  show  the  extent  to  which  you  may 
go,  in  a spirit  of  accommodation,  if  necessary. — 
Should  the  British  government  be  willing  to  take 
the  subject  up  immediately  with  you,  it  would  be 
much  prefered,  in  which  case  the  proposed  article 
would,  of  course,  be  adapted  to  the  purpose. 

Information  has  been  received  from  a quarter  de- 
serving attention,  that  the  late  events  in  France 
have  produced  such  an  effect  on  the  British  govern- 
ment, as  to  make  it  probable  that  a demand  will  be 
made  at  Gottenburg,  to  surrender  our  right  to  the 
fisheries,  to  abandon  all  trade  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  cede  Louisiana  to  Spain.  We  can- 
not believe  that  such  a demand  will  be  made;  should 
it  be,  you  will  of  course  treat  it  as  it  deserves. 
These  rights  must  not  be  brought  into  discussion. 
Jf  insisted  on,  your  negociations  will  cease. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  occ. 

(Signed)  JAMES  MONROE. 

“ Whereas  by  the  peace  in  Europe,  the  essential 
causes  of  the  war  between  the  United  States  anti 
Great  Britain,  and  particularly  the  practice  of  im- 
pressm  mt,  have  ceased,  and  a sincere  desire  exists 
to  arrange,  in  a manner  satisfactory  to  both  parties, 
all  questions  concerning  seamen ; and  it  is  also  their 
desire  and  intention  to  arrange,  in  like  satisfactory 
manner,  the  commerce  between  the  two  countries, 
it  is  therefore  agreed,  that  commissioners  shall 
forthwith  be  appointed  on  each  side,  to  meet  at 

-,  with  full  power  to  negociate  and  conclude 

a treaty,  as  soon  as  it  may  he  practicable,  for  the 
arrangement  of  those  important  interests.  It  is  ne- 
vertheless understood,  that  until  such  treaty  be 
formed,  each  party  shall  retain  all  its  rights,  and  that 
all  American  citizens  who  have  been  impressed  into 
the  British  service  shall  be  forthwith  discharg°d.” 
Extract  of  a letter from  the  secretary  of  state  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  United  States  for  treating  of 
peace  with  Great  Britain , dated 

Department  of  State,  June  27, 1814, 
“The  omission  to  send  ministers  to  Gottenburg 
without  a previous  and  official  notification  of  the 
appointment  and  arrival  tltereof  those  of  the  United 
States,  a formality,  which,  if  due  from  either  party, 
might  have  been  exacted  from  that  making  the 
overture  rather  than  that  accepting  it,  is  a proof  of 
a dilatory  policy,  and  would  in  other  respects  justify 
animadversions,  if  there  was  less  disposition  here  to 
overlook  circumstances  of  form,  when  interfering 
with  more  substantial  objects.  . 

“ By  my  letter  of  the  25th  inst.  which  goes  with 
this,  you  will  find  that  the  subject  had  already  been 
acted  on  under  similar  impressions  with  those  which 
Mr.  B*yard  and  Mr.  Gallatin’s  letter  could  not  fail 
to  produce.  The  view  however  presented  by  them 
is  much  stronger,  and  entitled  to  much  greater  at- 
tention. The  president  has  taken  the  subject  into 
consideration  again,  and  given  t®  their  suggestions 
all  the  weight  to  which  they  are  justly  entitled. 

“On  mature  consideration  it  has  been  decided, 
that  under  all  the  circumstances  above  alluded  to, 
incident  to  a prosecution  of  the  war,  you  may  omit 
any  stipulation  on  the  subject  of  impressment,  if 
found  indispensably  necessary  to  terminate  it.  You 
will,  of  course  not  recur  to  this  expedient  until  all 
your  efforts  to  adjust  the  controversy  in  a more  sa- 
tisfactory manner  have  failed.  A9  it  U not  the  in, 
Mention  of  the  United  States,  in  suffering  the  treaty 
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to  be  silent  on  the  subject  of  impressment,  to  admit 
the  British  claim  thereon,  or  to  relinquish  that  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  highly  important  that  any 
such  inference  be  entirely  precluded  bv  a declara- 
tion or  protest  in  some  form  or  other,  tliat  the  omis- 
sion is  not  to  have  any  such  effect  or  tendency.  Any 
modification  of  the  practice,  to  prevent  abuses,  be- 
ing an  acknowledgment  of  the  right  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, is  utterly  inadmissible. 

“Although  Gottenburg  was  contemplated  at  the 
time  your  commission  was  made  out,  as  the  seat  of 
the  negociation,  yet  your  commission  itself  does  not 
confine  you  to  it.  You  are  at  liberty,  therefore,  to 
transfer  the  negociation  to  any  other  place  made 
more  eligible  by  a change  of  circumstances.  Am- 
sterdam and  the  Hague  readily  present  themselves 
as  preferable  to  any  place  in  England1.  I T,  however, 
you  should  be  of  opinion,  that  under  all  circum- 
stances, the  negociation  in  that  country  will  be  at, 
tended  with  advantages,  outweighing  the  objections 
to  it,  you  are  at  liberty  to  transfer  it  there.” 
Extract,  of  a letter  from  ike  secretary  of  state , to  the 

commissioners  of  the  United  States , for  treating  of 

peace  icith  Great  Britain,  dated 

Department  of  state,  August  11,  1814, 

I had  the  honor  to  receive  on  the  third  of  this 
month  a letter  from  Mr.  Bayard  and  Mr.  Gallatin, 
of  the  23d  of  May,  and  one  from  Mr.  Gallatiiv  ® if 
the  2d  of  June. 

“The  president  approves  the  arrangement  com* 
municated  by  those  gentlemen  for  transferring  the 
negociation  with  the  British  government  from  Got- 
tenburgh  to  Ghent.  It  is  presumed  from  Mr.  Galla- 
tin’s letter  that  the  meeting  took  place  towards  the 
latter  end  of  June,  and  that  we  shall  soon  hear  from 
you  what  will  be  its  probable  result. 

“By  my  letters  of  the  25th  and  27th  June,  of 
which  another  copy  is  now  forwarded,  the  sentiments 
of  tiie  president,  as  to  the  conditions,  on  which  it 
will  be  proper  for  you  to  conclude  a. treaty  of  peace, 
are  made  known  to  you.  It  is  presumed  that  either 
in  the  mode  suggested  in  my  letter  of  the  25th  June, 
which  is  much  preferred,  or  by  permitting  the  treaty 
to  be  silent  on  the  subject,  as  is  authorised  in  the 
letter  of  the  27th  June,  the  question  of  impressment 
may  be  so  disposed  cf,  as  to  form  no  obstacle  to  a 
pacification.  This  government  can  go  no  further, 
because  it  will  make  no  sacrifice  of  the  rights  or 
iionor  of  the  nation. 

“II  Great  Britain  does  not  terminate  the  war  on 
the  conditions  which  you  are  authorised  to  adopt, 
she  has  other  objects  in  it  than  those  for  which  she 
has  hitherto  professed  to  contend.  That  such  are 

entertained,  there  is  much  reason  to  presume. 

These,  whatever  they  may  be,  must  and  will  be 
resisted  by  the  United  States.  The  conflict  may  be 
severe,  but  it  will  be  borne  with  firmness,  and,  as 
we  confidently  believe,  be  attended  with  success.” 


Pirates  of  Barrataria. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  John  K.  Smith , esquire,  to  the' 
secretary  of  the  navy , dated 

New-Oileans,  September  23d,  1814. 

Sir— Captain  Patterson  left  this  place  on  the  11th 
inst.  with  three  barges,  and  was  joined  at  the  Balize 
by  six  gun  boats  and  the  schooner  Carolina,  from 
whence  he  proceeded  against  Barrataria.  He  has 
been  completely  successful  in  breaking  up  the  nest 
of  pirates  at  that  place,  and  has  taken  nine  vessels, 
some  specie  and  a quantity  of  dry  goods.  The 
principal  (Lafitte)'  escaped  ; but  the  second  in  com- 
mand, Dominique,  is  taken.  The  number  of  pri- 
soners taken  i9  not  known,  nor  are  any  of  the  parti- 
culars. A letter  from  that  place  states  that  cap*. 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— ENEMY  AT  MOBILE. 


"93 


ttatterson  would  lejrve  there  on  the  20th.  He  will  (charged  shells  and  nine  pound  shot.  They 
therefore,  no  doubt,  h»ve  the  honor  of  giving  you  re  embarked  the  piece,  and  retreated  by  land 
the  rat. ult.  bv  the  next  mail.  towards  Pensacola,  whence  they  came. 

The  breaking  up  of  this  piratical  establishment  tho  morni  report  of  the  16th  there 

^ ***  <»*»» 


passengers  have  been  captured  and  every  soul  on 
board  murdei'ed  ; tliev  took  indiscriminately  vessels 
of  every  nation,  and  the  fact  was  perfectly  known 
at  Pensacola.  The  commanding  British  officer  at 
that  place  recently  made  a communication  in  writing 
to  Lafitte,  requesting  his  aid  in  an  attack  upon  New 
Orleans,  which  was  refused.  That  correspondence 
which  is  in  the  hands  of  governor  Claiborne  no 
doubt  has  been  communicated  to  the  government. 

In  the  gallant  defence  of  Mobile  Point  the  only  two 
£4  pounders  were  injured  and  rendered  useless. — 
general  Jackson  has  since  made  a requisition  upon 
captain  Patterson  for  others  to  replace  them,  which 
have  in  his  absence  been  furnished.  I have  the  honor 
to  be,  J.  K.  SMITH,  &c. 

Hoh.  William  Jones,  secretary  of  the  navy. 

From  the  Louisiana,  Gazette  Extra , of  Sept.  22. 

GOOD  NEWS. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  col.  Ross,  at  Grandterre,  to 
major  Reynolds,  dated  19th  Sept.  1814. 

I have  just  time  to  say  tljat  in  addition  to  taking 
some  of  the  ringleaders,  we  are  in  possession  of  all 
the  flotilla  except  a sch’r  that  was  burnt  to  the  wa- 
ter’s edge,  that  were  here,  say  seven  fine  sch’rs  and 
felucas,  armed  and  unarmed.  We  have  this  mo- 
ment returned  from  taking  a fine  sch’r.  outside  of 
the  island,  of  150  tons,  armed  complete.  Captain 
Henley  lay  off  the  bar,  and  out-manoeuvred  her  ; 
she  ran  for  us,  getting  between  two  fires — signal,  a 

gun  from  the  commodore;  another  strange  sail  in  I vis,  and  C.  Sanders  all  of  the  2nd  infantry. 

! I am  confident  that  your  own  feelings  will 

' I lead  you  to  participate  in  ray  wishes  on  the 

Enemy  repulsed  at  Mobile.  I subject.  Permit  me  to  suggest  the  propriety 

'Copy  of  a letter  from  major-general  Jackson,  an^  justice  of  allowing  to  this  gallant  little 
to  the  secretary  of  war,  dated  pand  the  value  of  the  vessel  destroyed  by 

H.  Q.  7th  military  district , 


and  men,  158. 

The  result  of  this  engagement  has  stamped 
a character  on  the  war  in  this  quarter  highly 
favorable  to  the  American  arms  ; it  is  an 
event  from  which  may  be  drawn  the  most 
favorable  augury. 

An  acbievment  so  glorious  in  its  conse- 
quences, should  be  appreciated  by  the  govern- 
ment ; and  those  concerned  are  entitled  to, 
and  will,  doubtless,  receive  the  most  gratify- 
ing evidence  of  the  approbation  of  their  coun- 
trymen. 

In  the  words  of  major  Lawrence  “where 
all  behaved  so  well,  it  is  unnecessary  to  dis- 
criminate.” But  all  being  meritorious,  I beg 
leave  to  annex  the  names  of  the  officers  who 
were  engaged  and  present ; and  hope  they 
will,  individually,  be  deemed  worthy  of  dis- 
tinction. 

Major  Wm.  Lawrence,  2d  inf.  command- 
ing; captain  Walsh  of  the  artillery,  captains 
Chamberlain,  Brownlow  and  Bradley  of  the 
2d  inf.  captain  Sands,  deputy  commissary  of 
ordnance,  lieutenants  ViJlerd,  Sturges,  Con- 
way, H.  Sanders,  T.  R.  Sanders,  Brooks,  Da- 


Mobilc , September  17. 

Sir — With  lively  emotions  of  satisfaction,  I 
communicate  that  success  has  crowned  the 
gallant  efforts  of  our  brave  soldiers,  in  resist- 
ing and  repulsing  a combined  British  naval 
and  land  force,  which  on  the  15th  inst.  attack- 
ed Fort  Bowyer,  on  the  point  of  Mobile. 

I enclose  a copy  of  the  official  report  of 
major  Wm.  Lawrence,  of  the  2d  infantry,  who 
commanded.  In  addition  to  the  particulars 
communicated  in  his  letter,  I have  learnt  that 
4he  ship  which  was  destroyed,  was  the  Hermes, 
of  from  24-  to  28  guns,  captain  the  hon.  Wm. 
H.  Percy,  senior  officer  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexi- 
co ; and  the  brig  so  considerably  damaged  is 
the  Sophie,  18  guns,  captain  Wm.  Lockyer. 
“The  other  ship  was  the  Carron,  of  from  24 
to  28  guns,  captain  Spencer,  son  of  earl  Spen- 
cer ; the  other  brig’s  name  unknown. 

On  board  the  Carron,  85  men  were  killed 
and  wounded  ; among  whom  was  col.  Nicoll, 
©f  the  royal  marines,  who  lost  an  eye  by  a 
splinter.  The  land  force  consisted  of*  1 10  ma- 
rines, and  200  Creek  Indians,  under  the  com 


them. 

I remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  JACKSON,  maj.  gen.  coni- 
The  hon.  secretary  of  war. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  major  Lawrence  to  ma- 
jor general  Jackson,  dated 
Fort  Bowyer , Sept.  15 — 12  o'clock  at  night. 
Sir — After  wri  ting  the  enclosed,  I was  pre- 
vented by  the  approach  of  the  enemy  from 
sending  it  by  express.  At  meridian  they  were 
unde:  tull  sail,  with  an  easy  and  favorable 
breeze  standing  directly  for  the  fort,  and  at  4, 
P.  M we  opened  our  battery,  which  was  re- 
turned from  two  ships  and  two  brigs,  as  they 
approached.  The  action  became  general  at 
about  20  minutes  past  4,  and  was  continued 
without  intermission  on  either  side  until  7, 
when  1 ship  and  2 brig9  were  compelled  to 
retire.  The  leading  ship,  supposed  to  be  the 
commodore's,  mounting  22  tbirty-two  pound 
carronades,  having  anchored  nearest  our  bat- 
tery, was  so  much  disabled,  her  cable  being 
cut  by  our  shot,  that  she  drifted  on  shore, 
within  600  yards  of  the  batterv,  and  the 


mand  of  captain  Woodbine,  of  the  marines,!  other  vessels  having  got  out  of  our  reach,  we 
and  about  20  artillerists,  with  one  four  and  j kept  such  a tremendous  fire  upon  her  that 
aa  half  inch  hewitzer,  from  which  they  dig-  she  was  set  on  fire  and  abandoned  by  the  few 
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of  the  crew  who  survived.  At  10  P.  M.  we 
had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  the  explosion 
of  her  magazine.  The  loss  of  lives  on  board 
must  have  been  immense,  as  we  are  certain  no 
boats  left  her  except  three,  which  had  previ- 
ously gone  to  her  assistance,  and  one  of  these 
I believe  was  sunk  ; in  fact,  one  of  her  boats 
was  burned  along  side  of  her 

The  brig  that  followed  her  I am  certain  was 
much  damaged  both  in  hull  and  rigging.  The 
other  two  did  not  approach  near  enough  to  be 
so  much  injured,  but  I am  confident  they  did 
not  escape,  as  a well  directed  fire  was  kept  on 
them  during  the  whole  time. 

During  the  action  a battery  of  a twelve 
pounder  and  a howitzer  was  opened  on  our 
rear  without  doing  any  execution,  and  was 
silenced  by  a few  shot.  Our  loss  is  four  pri- 
vates killed  and  five  wounded . 

Towards  the  close  of  the  action  the  flag- 
staff was  shot  away;  but  the  flag  was  imme- 
diately hoisted  on  a sponge-staff  over  the 
parapet.  While  the  fiag  was  down  the  enemy 
kept  up  their  most  incessant  and  tremendous 
fire;  the  men  were  withdrawn  from  the  cur- 
tains and  N.  E.  bastion,  as  the  enemy’s  own 
shot  completely  protected  our  rear,  except 
the  position  they  had  chosen  for  their  battery. 

Where  all  behaved  well  it  is  unnecessary  to 
discriminate.  Suffice  it  to  say,  every  officer 
and  man  did  his  duty ; the  whole  behaved 
with  that  coolness  and  intrepidity  which  is 
characteristic  of  the  true  American,  and  which 
could  scarcely  have  been  expected  from  men 
most  whom  had  never  seen  an  enemy,  and 
were  now  for  the  ffrst  time  exposed  for  nearly 
three  hours  to  a force  of  nearly  or  quite  four 
guns  to  one. 

We  fired  during  the  action  between  4 and 
500  guns,  most  of  them  double  shotted,  and 
after  the  first  half  hour  but  few  missed  an  ef- 
fect. 

September  16th , 11  o’clock,  Jl.  Jit. 

Upon  nn  examination  of  our  battery  this  morning1, 
we  find  upwards  of  300  shot  and  shot  holes  in  the 
inside  of  the  north  and  east  curtains,  and  N.  E.  bas- 
tion, of  all  calibres,  from  musket  ball  to  32  pound 
shot.  In  the  N.  E.  bastion  there  were  three  gmvs 
dismounted;  one  of  which,  a four  pounder,  was  bro- 
ken off  near  the  trunnions  by  a 32  pound  shot  and 
another  much  battered.  I regret  to  say  that  both 
the  24  pounders  are  cracked  in  such  a manner  as  to 
render  them  unfit  for  service. 

I am  informed  by  two  deserters  from  the  land  force, 
who  have  just  arrived  here,  and  whom  I send  for 
your  disposal,  that  a reinforcement  is  expected,  when 
they  will  doubtless  endeavor  to  wipe  off  the  stain  of 
yesterday. 

If  you  will  send  the  Amelia  down,  we  may  proba- 
bly save  most  or  all  of  the  ship’s  guns,  as  her  wreck 
js  lying  in  6 or  7 feet  water  and  some  of  them  are 
just  covered.  They  will  not,  however,  answer  for 
the  fort,  as  they  are  too  short. 

By  the  deserters,  we  learn  that  the  ship  we  have 
destroyed  was  the  Hermes,  but  her  commander’s 
name  they  did  not  recollect.  It  was  the  commo- 
dore, and  doubtless  fell  on  his  quarter  deck,  as  we 


had  a raking  fire  upon  it  at  about  two  hundred 
yards  distance  for  some  time. 

To  capt.  Sands,  who  will  have  the  honor  of  hand- 
ing you  this  despatch,  I refer  you  for  a more  par- 
ticular account  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
than  may  be  contained  in  my  letters;  his  services 
both  before  and  during  the  action  were  of  great  im- 
portance, and  1 consider  fully  justify  me  in  having 
detained  him.  Capt.  Walsh  and  several  men  were 
much  burned  by  the  accidental  explosion  of  two  or 
three  cartridges.  They  are  not  included  in  the  list 
of  wounded  heretofore  given. 

The  enemy’s  fleet  this  morning  at  day  break  were 
at  anchor  in  the  channel  about  four  miles  from  the 
fort;  shortly  after  it  got  under  way  and  stood  to  sea; 
after  passing  the  bar  they  hove  too,  and  boats  have 
been  constantly  passing  between  the  disabled  brig 
and  the  others.  I presume  the  former  is  so  much  in- 
jured as  to  render  it  necessary  to  lighten  her. 

15  minutes  after  1 P.  J\l. — -The  whole  fleet  have 
this  moment  made  sail  and  are  standing  to  sea. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  WM.  LAWRENCE. 

Maj.gen.  Andrew  Jackson,  com.  7th  M.  dist. 


Re-establishment  of  thelnquisition 

OR, 

“SPANISH  LIBERTY”  CONSUMMATED. 

One  might  think  that  the  mere  publication  of  the  following  decree 
of  Ferdinand  the  ungrateful  would  of  itself  be  sufficient  at  a 
time  like  this  when  we  are  so  overrun  with  matter  of  great  in- 
terest; but  there  is  in  the  procedure  so  much  of  that  real  king- 
craft and  priestcraft  which  1 have  felt  it  my  duty  to  say  a good 
deal  upon  for  these  several  years  past,  that  I cannot  permit  its 
insertion  without  seriously  and  solemnly  calling  the  attention  of 
my  youthful  readers,  particularly,  to  the  many  truths  I have 
told  them,  over  and  over  again,  regarding  unholy  alliances  be- 
tween the  church  and  the  state;  and  of  the  burlesque  lighting  for 
“ liberty ” in  Spain,  &c.  where  a despotism  now  r signs  more 
dreadful,  because  more  likely  to  be  permanent,  than  ever  the 
brain  ot  the  “tyrant”  Bonaparte  contrived  or  thought  of.  Every 
remnant  of  freedom  is  destroyed.  The  real  patriots  of  Spain, 
and  many  such  thero  were^— men  who  fought  for  their  country, \u 
sincerity  and  truth, are  meeting  secret  death, groaning  in  dungeons, 
laboring  in  the  gnllies,  or  proscribed  and  banished  from  the  soil 
they  preserved  for  a base  king  and  villainous  priesthood. — 
The  “ holy  office ,”  blasphemously  so  called,  lias  already  put  its 
foul  engines  at  work,  and  the  king’s  minister  “ot'  justice  and 
mercy ” finishes  and  perfects  the  spirit  of  the  monarchy  by  pros- 
tituting all  claims  to  either. 

Thwe  is  no  freedom  of  opinion  in  Spain— the  press  is  fettered; 
nay,  the  very  mind  of  man,  if  it  be  possible,  is  enchained.  Every 
thing— every  thought,  word  or  deed,  undergoes  the  inquisition  of 
the  partizans  of  the  court— and  every  thing  is  condemned  that 
does  not  come  up  to  its  standard  of  political  and  religious  cor- 
ruption. The  editors  of  a journal  at  Madrid,  Villanueva  and 
Juan  Joseph  Lassennal , inserted  a paragraph  stating  that  “the 
officers  of  the  third  army  had  declared  collectively  that  they 
would  defend  the  constitution"— that  constitution  which  Ferdi- 
nand had  accepted:  for  this,  the  former  was  sent  to  the  gullies 
stationed  on  the  coast  of  Africa , for  six  years  ; and  the  latter 
condemned  to  pass  that  period  in  close  confinement!  It  is  for 
these  things  that  the  Spaniards  relieved  their  country  of 
Bonaparte! 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  with  what  gratitude  Ferdinand  treats 
his  disinterested  friends,  the  English.  The  second  paragraph  of 
the  decree  has  some  passages  which  1 have  marked  in  Italic, 
that  shews  his  opinion  of  the  “ bulwark  of  religion. ” 

To  cap  the  whole,  the  king  has  levied  a contribution  of  fifteen 
millions  on  his  impoverished  and  exhausted  people;  and  cut 
them  off  from  receipts  of  books  and  papers  from  other  countries, 
especially  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  British  newspapers. 
“ Rejoice  Spain— the  Bourbons  are  restored Your  people  “repose 
in  the  arms  of  their  legitimate  king!'1' 

Supplement  to  the  Madrid  Gazette,  July  - 3d.  1814. 

The  king  our  lord  lias  been  pleasud  to  enact  the  following  decree. 
The  glorious  title  of  Catholic,  by  which  the  kings  of  Spain  are 
distingished  among  the  other  Christian  princes,  because  they  do  not 
tolerate  in  their  kingdom  anyone  who  professes  another  religion 
than  the  catholic,  apostolic  and  roman,  has  powerfully  excited  njy 
heart  to  employ  all  the  means  which  God  has  placed  in  my  hands, 
in  order  to  make  myself  worthy  o?  it. 

The  past  troubles  and  war  which  afflicted  all  the  provinces  of  the 
kingdom,  during  the  space  of  six  years;  the  residence  tnervin  during 
that  time  o f foreign  troops  of  different  sectsjilmost  ah  injected  rvith\ab ■ 
horrcnce  and  hatred  to  the  catholic  religio?i;&m\  tin  disorder  that  these 
evils  always  bring  with  thein,  together  with  the  little  care  whieh  waa 
taken  for  some  time  in  providing  for  what  concerned  the  things 
of  religion,  gave  to  ike  wicked  unlimited  license  to  live  alter  tlscitf 
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■free  will, and  to  introdnce  in  this  kingdom,  and  fix  in  many  person* , 
pernicious  opinions  by  tlic.  same  means  with  which  they  had  been 
propagated  in  other  countries. 

desiring  therefore  to  provide  a remedy  against  so  great  an  evil, 
and  preserve  in  my  dominions  the  holy  religion  of  Jesus  Christ, 
which  my  people  love,  and  in  which  they  have  lived  and  do  live 
happily,  both  by  the  duty  which  the  fundamental  laws  ot  the  king- 
dom imposes  on  the  priaoe  which  shall  reign  over  it,  and  I have 
sworn  to  observe  and  fulfil,  *s  likewise  being  the  most  proper  mean 
to  preserve  my  subjects  fro**  intestine  discussions,  and  maintain 
them  in  peace  and  tranquility,  I have  thought  it  would  be  very 
convenient  in  the  present  circumstances,  that  the  tribunal  of  the 
holy  office  should  return  to  the  exercise  oi  itsjurisdiction. 

Upon  which  subject  wise  and  virtuous  prelates  and  many  cor  po- 
tations and  serious  persons,  both  ecclecstical  and  secular,  have  re- 
presented to  me  that  it  was  owing  to  this  tribunal  that  Spain  was 
not  contaminated  in  the  16th  century,  with  the  errors  that  caused 
so  much  affliction  in  other  kingdoms,  that  nation  flourishing,  at 
that  time,  in  all  kinds  of  literature,  in  great  men,  in  holiness  and 
virtue.  And  that  one  of  the  principal  means  employed  by  the 
oppressor  of  Europe  in  order  to  sow  corruption  and  discord,  from 
which  he  derived  so  many  advantages,  was  to  destroy  it  iiuder  pre- 
tence that  the  light  of  the  age  could  not  b^r  its  continuance  any 
longer;  and  which,  afterwards,  the  seif-styled  general  cortes,  with 
the  same  pretence,  and  that  of  the  constitution,  which  they  had 
tumultuously  framed,  annulled,  to  the  great  sorrow  of  the  nation. 

Wherefore,  they  have  ardently  requested  me  ;to  re-establish  that 
tribunal,  and  according  to  their  requests,  and  the  wishes  of  tlie 
people,  who  from  love  to  the  religion  of  their  fathers,  have  restor- 
ed of  their  own  accord.  some  of  the  subaltern  tribunals  to  their 
functions,  I have  resolved  that  the  council  of  the  inquisition  and 
the  othfr  tribunals  of  the  holy  office,  should  be  restored  and  con- 
tinued in  the  exercise  of  their  jurisdiction,  both  ecclesiastical, 
which,  at  the  request  of  my  august  predecessors,  the  pontiffs  gave 
to  it,  and  the  royal,  which  the  kings  granted  to  it,  observing  in  the 
exercises  of  both  the  ordinances  by  which  they  were  governed  in 
18('S,  and  the  laws  and  regulations,  which,  to  avoid  certain  abuses, 
and  moderate  some  previleges,  it  was  mete  to  take  at  different 
times. 

As  besides  these  provisions  it  may  perhaps  he  suitable  to  others; 
and  my  intention  being  to  improve  this  establishment  that  the 
greatest  utility  may  arise  to  my  subjects  from  it,  I wish  that  es 
soon  as  the  council  of'inquisition  shall  me-n  two  of  its  members, 
with  two  of  my  royal  council,  both  of  which  I shall  nominate, 
should  examine  the  form  and  mode  of  proceeding  in  the  causes  aft- 
pertaining  to  the  holy  office,  and  the  method  established  for  the  cert- 
sure  ami  prohibition  of  boohs;  and  if  there  should  be  found  any 
thing  in  it,  contrary  to  the  good  of  my  subjects,  and  the  upright  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  or  that  ought  to  be  altered,  it  shall  he  pro- 
posed to  me,  that  I may  determine  what  shall  be  j proper.  This  is 
communicated  for  your  information,  and  of  whom  it  may  concern. 

Palace,  2lst  July’  lSlri 

TPIE  KING. 

To  Don  Pedro  Macaiiaz. 


J|f mu$  0f  ifjt 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


CCj’In  the  next  paper,  winch  will  be  published  on 
Wednesday,  to  supply  one  of  the  numbers  in  a r rear, 
we  shall  insert  the  usual  notice  of  events.  The  pre- 
sent very  brief  account  of  live  principal  things  that 
have  happened  may  suffice  till  then. 

It  appears  that  the  British  fleet,  their  great  ship 
in  co.  is  out  on  Ontario — our’s  is  at  Sackett’s  har- 
bor— where  great  preparations  are  made  to  receive 
tlie  expected  attack  of  the  enemy. 

The  enemy  appears  to  have  taken  that  part  of 
Massachusetts  that  lies  east  of  the  Penobscot  as  a 
permanent  possession. 

The  bill  before  Congress  to  remove  the  seat  of 
government  has  been  rejected.  A very  important 
letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  been 
received — he  recommends  as  a part  of  his  system, 
the  establishment  of  a national  bunk  with  a capital 
of  50  millions. 

Tlie  enemy  has  chiefly  left  tlie  Chesapeake  bay. 
An  attack  on  New  York  seems  expected.  Possibly, 
from  the  troops  that  are  supposed  to  becoming  out. 
with  lord  llril,  who  has  not  yet  arrived,  as  we  know 
of. 


Cen  M’Arthur  with  700  mounted  men,  and  2 or 
300  Indians,  arrived  at  Detroit  about  the  10th  insf. 
Cen.  Brown,  had  received  handsome  reinforce- 
ments from  the  west. 


General  orders.  Fiend  quarters,  Washington  city, 
10 th,  October,  1814.  Major-general  Scott,  who  has 
been  appointed  to  the  10th  military  district,  enters 
on  the  duties  of  his  command. 
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A morning  state  of  the  troops  in  service  within  tlie 
district,  whether  regulars,  volunteers  or  militia,  will 
be  forwarded  without  delay  to  the  office  of  the  as- 
sistant adjutant  general,  Baltimore,  at  which  place 
liead-quaiters  will  be  established  until  further  or- 
ders. 

The  major-general  will  have  the  pleasure  of  re- 
viewing tlie  troops  in  succession,  in  the  course  of 
the  present  week,  of  which  intention,  commandants 
of  brigades  and  corps  will  be  more  particularly  no- 
tified, in  the  mean  time,  it  is  confidently  expected 
that  no  exertions  will  be  spared  to  give  to  tlie  troops 
the  highest  degree  of  efficiency,  which  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  country,  and  the  fame  of  individual 
corps  so  imperiously  demand. 

(Signed)  W.  SCOTT,  Maj.  gen . 

By  order,  R.  G.  HITE, 

Assist,  adj.gen.  10 th  military  disti  ict. 
Head-quarters , town  of  J Mobile  September  17,  1814. 

Inspector  general’s  office,  7th  miUtaiy  district. 

general  orders — Our  companions  in  arms  have 
triumphed  over  the  enemy.  At  4 o’clock  P.  M.  on 
the  15th  inst.  fort  Bowyer  was  attacked,  by  a supe- 
rior British  naval  and  land  foroe,  and  the  enemv  was 
repulsed  at  all  points.  The  naval  force  consisted  of 
2 ships  from  24  to  28  guns,  mounting  32  pound  car- 
ronades,  two  brigs,  from  16  to  18  guns,  mounting  24 
pound  carronades,  with  three  tenders,  all  under  the 
command  ©f  commodore  sir  W.  H.  Percy.  The  land 
forces  of  the  enemy  consisted  of  one  hundred  ma- 
rines, under  the  command  of  colonel  Nicolls,  300 
Indians  under  the  command  of  captain  Woodbine  of 
tlie  British  army,  and  a battery  of  a 12  pounder  and 
howitzer,  under  the  direction  of  a British  captain  of 
the  royal  artillery.  Our  effective  force  opposed  to  the 
enemy  was  about  120  men,  of  whom  not  more  than 
90  were  engaged. 

T ie  leading  ship  called  the  Hermes,  commodore, 
sir  W.  H.  Percy,  having  approached  within  tlie  reach 
of  our  guns,  our  battery  opened  upon  her;  the  guns 
of  which  were  fired  in  succession  as  they  could  be 
brought  to  bear;  and  at  20  minutes  after  4 P.  M.  the 
engagement  became  general.  About  this  time  the 
enemy  on  shore  with  colonel  Nicolls  at  the  head  of 
the  marines,  captain  Woodbine  at  the  head  of  their 
allies  the  Indians,  and  the  captain  of  the  British  royal 
artillery,  with  his  battery,  we*e  put  to  flight,  by  two 
discharges  of  grape  and  cannister  from  a nine  poun- 
der. At  5 P.  M.  the  commodore’s  ship  swung  head 
on,  to  our  battery,  when  we  were  enabled  to  rake 
her  so  effectually  as  to  silence  her  guns.  Having 
cut  her  cable  by  our  shot,  she  drifted  out  and  ground- 
ed stern  on,  within  600  yards,  which  again  afforded 
us  an  opportunity  of  raking  her,  and  we  continued 
doing  so  while  there  was  light  enough  to  see  that  her 
colors  were  flying;  just  about  sunset  the  other  ves- 
sels cut  their  cables  and  stood  off  with  a light  breeze.,  ' 
under  a tremendous  fire  from  our  battery.  At  a 
quarter  past  7 we  discovered  the  commander’s  ship 
to  be  on  fire,  and  at  10  P.  M.  her  magazine  blew  up. 

We  cannot  ascertain  the  precise  loss  of  the  ene- 
my, but  from  deserters,  who  came  in  the  morning 
after  the  battle,  we  learn  that  the  commander  and 
only  20  men  escaped  from  the  Hermes — her  crew 
I being  originally  170.  That  85  were  killed  ami 
wounded  on  board  the  Charon.  Tlie  loss  on  board 
tlie  brigs  is  unknown,  but  must  have  been  very  great, 

| from  tlie  circumstance  of  one  of  them  being  infinite- 
I lv  more  exposed  than  tlie  Charon.  Our  loss  was  four 
privates  killed  and  five  wounded.  During  the  hot- 
j test  part  of  the  action  our  flag  staff  being  shot  away, 

[ the  flag  was  immediately  regained  under  a heavy 
! fire  mf  grape  and  cannister,  and  hoisted  on  a sponge 
staff  and  planted  on  the  parapet. 

| This  uchievment  of  our  bi others  in  arms  is  cfear 
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‘o  us,  an;l  calls  for*  and  will  have  the  gratitude  of  af 
grateful  country!  Our  arms  have  triumphed  over 
the  enemy.  The  brave  officers,  non  commissioned 
officers  and  privates  under  the  command  of  the  g»H 
lan t inejor  Lawrence,  have  done  their  duty,  and  in' 
point  of  cool  and  determined  courage  their  conduct’ 
cannot  be  surpassed.  There  was  but  one  feeling' 
pervading  every  grade  and  rank  through  the  whole 
action,  and  that  was  who  should  be  foremost  in  the 
race  of  glory.  With  them  the  post  of  danger  was 
the  post  of  honor. 

By  Command  of  major  general  Jackson, 

II.  IIAYXE 

Imp.  gen.  and  act.  adj.  gen. 

The  WASHINGTON  of  74  guns,  built  at 
Portsmout,  N.  H.  under  the  superintendence 
of  captain  Hull , was  launched  without  the 
slightest  accident  or  impediment,  on  the  1st 
inst.  She,  with  the  Independence,  at  Boston, 
are  probably  two  of  the  finest  vessels  afloat; 
an  1 will  not  decline  a combat  with  any  other 
two  that  swims — three  deckers  not  excepted. 

The  famous  American  privateer  Prince,  of 
Neufehatcl  has  recently  sailed  from  Cher- 
bourg on  a cruise.  Sne  has  since  arrived 
at  Boston,  after  a splendid  cruize. 

Twenty  one  sail  of  transports  arrived  in 
the  St.  Lawrence  from  Cork , on  the  22nd 
September.  The  troops  on  board  are  not 
given. 

The  crew  of  the  Reindeer,  captured  by  the 
Wasp,  have  been  sent  to  England  from 
F ranee 

The  American  prisoners  sent  to  England 
in  the  Benson  transport,  made  an  unsuccess- 
ful attempt  to  recover  their  freedom,  in  which 
4 of  them  were  killed  and  8 wounded. 

London , August  5. — Accounts  have  been 
received  at  Lloyd’s,  since  the  first  of  last 
month  of  the  capture  of  7 vessels  by  the  U.  S. 
sloop  of  war  Wasp,  (put  into  L'Orient  to  re- 
fit;) 2 by  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Syren;  and 
99  by  different  American  privateers. 

Two  deserters  arrived  in  town  yesterday 
morning  from  the  Superb  74,  in  Gardner’s 
bry  They  report  themselves  to  be  Ameri- 
cans, who  have  been  detained  seven  years  in 
the  British  service,  and  that  they  were  sent 
en  shore  with  a foraging  party,  when  they 
made  their  escape.  They  state  that  the  ene- 
my is  furnished  almost  daily  with  our  differ- 
ent newspapers,  by  a grey  headed  pilot — New 
York  paper. 

The  British  coasts  are  excessively  vexed  by 
a few  of  our  flying  privateers.  A London 
paper  says,  that,  the  navigation  of  the  Irish 
channel  is  unsafe! — One  daring  fellow  lately 
burnt  a large  ship  laden  with  brandy  from 
Bordeaux  in  Dublin  bay.  The  British  growl 
excessively  about  the  admission  of  our  armed 
vessels  into  the  ports  of  France — three  were 
reported  refitting  at  Rochelle! 

Burlington,  vt.  Sept , 30.  The  British  large 
ship  taken  by  commodore  Macdonough  is  re- 
paired and  painted.  She  is  undoubtedly  one 


of  the  finest  ships  of  her  class  in  the  British 
navy,  mousing  28  long  double  fortified  .24 
pounders  with  locks,  and  carrying  in  the 
whole  39  guns,  she  is  160  feet  in  length,  40 
feet  in  breadth;  presenting  a most  formida- 
ble battery,  and  which  if  it  had  been  managed 
with  the  skill  of  Macdonough,  was  sufficient 
of  itself  to  have  captured  or  destroyed  the 
whole  of  our  fleet.* — Apprehending  no  danger 
from  the  enemy  in  this  quarter,  we  under- 
stand that  the  commodore  intends  in  a few 
days  to  put  his  fleet  up  for  winter  quarters  in 
the  bay  of  Fiddlers  Elbow,  a place  so  called  a 
little  this  side  Sch*msboroug  (White  Hall.)— 
From  the  situation  of  the  adjacent  rocks  and 
mountains,  being  slmost  perpendicular,  a 
small  battery  will  in  all  human  probability 
defend  our  fleet  from  any  force  which  the 
enemy  may  bring  against  it. 


Slave  trade. — A Spanish  ship  with  323*  and  a 
schooner  with  130  slaves,  lately  arrived  at  Havanna 
from  Africa. 

The  following  numerical  calculation  of  the  emi* 
grations  from  France,  between  the  14fb  July,  1793, 
was  published  at  Paris  by  order  of  the  directory,  in 
the  year  1798 : Total  number  124,000,  of  whom 

9.000  women,  and  16,920  men,  were  of  the  nobility  j 

28.000  priests,  404  belonging  to  the  parlemens,  8,492 
nobles  in  the  military  profession,  9,933  landed  pro- 
prietors, 2,867  lawyers,  220  bankers,  7,890  mer- 
chants, 324  notaries,  528  physicians,  540  surgeons, 
3,268  farmers,  2.000  nobles  in  the  naval  service* 
22,729  artizans,  2,8^0  servants,  3,000  Wives  of  the 
aTtizsns,  3,033  children  of  both  sexes,  4,428  nuns 
(refigieuses.) 

Lon  day,  May  30.  In  a letter  from  Christiansand, 
dated  the  13th  inst.  it  is  stated  that  die  Norwegians 
had  taken  several  Swedish  privateers,  and  carried 
them  into  Norway,  and  that  four  or  five  Norwegian 
privateers  were  out  from  Christiansand. 

While  Ferdinand  from  Sicily  is  issuing  declara- 
tions of  his  right  to  the  kingdom  of  Nr.ples,  and  his 
firm  recolve  to  support  his  claims,  Murat  is  progres- 
sively strengthening  himself  on  the  throne  by  illitnce 
with  the  great  confederates  of  Europe,  and  with  the 
other  powers  of  the  Mediterranean.  A truce  has 
bean  concluded  for  twelve  months  between  him  and 
the  dev  of  Tunis. 

Christiana,  April  24. — The  following  is  the  result 
of  the  deliberations  of  the  diet  at  Edswold,  up  t® 
the  19tb  of  this  month. 

“ Norway  shall  be  an  hereditary  limited  monarchy, 
the  kingdom  free  and  indivisible  : the  regent  kipg. 

“ The  Lutheran  is  the  established  religion  of  the  . 
state,  but  the  professors  of  every  other  religion  pre- 
serve their  liberty  and  privileges. 

“ The  king  has  the  right  of  making  war  and  peace, 
and  the  right  of  pardoning. 

“ The  people  exercise,  by  their  representatives, 
the  legislative  authority,  and  the  rights  of  levying 
the  taxes. 

“ The  judicial  power  is  always  to  remain  distinct 
from  other  branches  of  government. 

“ Henceforward  no  hereditary  privileges  shall  be, 
allowed  either  to  persons  or  corporations. 

“Industry  and  civil  occupations  shall  not  be  sub- 
ject to  any  new  restriction. 

“ Tke  press  shall  he  free  from  all  restraints.” 

— - ..  - « ■ —a — 


*Most  of  our  guns  were  short  pieces 
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litre  olim  memiiiisse  jvvabit. — Virgil. 

Printed  and  published  by  H.  Nilks,  Soulh-st.  next  door  to  the  Merchants*  Coffee  House,  per  euin, 


Legislature  of  New  York. 

I.V  PISS  EM I!  L Y — Sept.  30,  1814. 
MESSAGE, 

From  his  Excellency  the  governor,  ovith  accompanying 
documents. 

Gentlemen — Conformably  to  the  declaration  made 
in  my  public  communication,  I now  do  myself  the 
honor  of  detailing  \lie  measures  of  defence  which 
have  been  pursued  in  the  recess  of  the  legislature. 

Learning  that  general  Brown’s  army  had  retro* 
gaded  to  Erie,  and  Was  jeopardized,  and  that  lie  had 
called  on  maj.  general  Hall  for  a small  militia  force, 
I dispatched  col.  John  B.  Yates,  one  of  my  aids,  to 
that  frontier  with  authority  and  directions  to  consult 
with  the  principal  officers  and  characters  there,  and 
to  make  a further  call  for  such  force  as  might  be 
deemed  necessary.  His  report  is  herewith  commu- 
nicated. Part  of  the  militia  called  out  by  that  order, 
have  crossed  to  Erie,  and  conducted  like  patriots 
and  brave  men,  as  will  appear  by  the  official  letter 
of  major  general  Brown,  which  accompanies  this 
letter. 

Taking  it  for  granted  that  S.fcketl’s  harbor  would 
occasionally  be  drained  of  regular  troops  during  the 
campaign,  and  that  the  commanding  officer  there 
would  of  course  be  under  the  necessity  of  asking 
for  temporary  reinforcements  of  militia,  the  major 
general  and  brigadier  generals  of  the  surrounding 
districts  of  country  were  severally  instructed  to 
comply  promptly  with  any  call  for  militia,  without 
waiting  to  consult  me;  and  I engaged  to  confirm,  as 
far  as  depended  on  me,  their  official  acts  in  such 
cases.  Accordingly,  bodies  of  militia  have,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  repaired  to  tlie  defence  of  the  harbor, 
and  a considerable  number  are  now  in  service  there. 

The  success  of  the  enemy  at  Washington,  spread 
a momentary  panic  on  the  sea  board.  The  corpo- 
ration of  the  city  of  New  \rork,  had  previously  made 
an  arrangement  with  the  general  government  for  the 
advance,  in  the  first  instance,  of  the  funds  necessary 
to  pay  three  thousand  militia,  to  be  called  into  ser 
vice  at  New  York.  Upon  receiving  a requisition  for 
that  number  of  militia,  it  was  immediately  put  in 
service.  Soon  after  the  disasters  at  Washington,  a 
requisition  was  made  by  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  third  military  disirict,  for  a large  additional 
number  of  militia  for  the  defence  of  New- York. 
This  call  was  also  . romptly  complied  with  and 
numbers  rather  exceeding  the  amount  of  the  requi- 
sition, are  now  in  the  serviee  of  the  United  States, 
at  New  York. 

The  Champlain  frontier  was  at  that  time  consi- 
dered by  me,  perfectly  secure,  and  1 was  confirmed 
in  this  opinion  by  a communication  from  major 
general  Mqoers,  of  the  militia,  a copy  whereof, 
marked  C.  accompanies  this  communication — but 
after  I had  made  a call  upon  the  militia  of  the  in- 
terior counties  to  make  up  the  number  required  for 
New  York,  a communication,  acquainting  me  with 
the  withdrawal  of  a principal  part  of  the  northern 
army  from  the  frontier,  and  with  general  Izard’s 
call  upon  maj.  gen.  Mooers,  for  a militia  detach- 
ment, was  received  by  me  at  New-York,  and  con- 
tained the  first  intimation  I had  of  that  movement. 

vqi*  m i 


An  express  w;  s instantly  dispa;  ched  with’  orders  for 
general  Mooers  to  comply  with  general  Izard’s  de- 
mand immediately.  General  Mooers,  however,  had 
anticipated  my  orders,  by  calling  out  the  miiilia  of 
Clinton,  Essex  and  Franklin;  and  upon  the  receipt 
of  my  instructions  made  a further  levy  for  n iiti 
of  Saratoga,  Montgomery  and  Schoharie  count  je* 
•ietaclied  and  organized  as  a part  of  our  quota  of 
13,500  men,  required  bv  the  president’s  order  of  the 
4th  of  July  last,  and  upon  the  Rensselaer,  Washintr- 
ron  and  Warren  brigades  en  masse;  and  I directed 
that  part  of  the  detachment  of  13,500  men  made 
fi-om  Rensselaer  county,  to  repair  to  Plattsbury  with 
general  Eddy’s  brigade.  A few  of  these  troops  had 
arrived,  and  the  residue  were  on  their  wav  when 
the  glorious  triumph  of  our  naval  and  land  forces  at 
Plattsburg  was  announced. 

In  addition  to  the  militia  in  service  at  New  York 
l thought  it  my  duty,  with  the  advice  of  the  city 
authorities,  to  organize,  for  the  defence  of  New 
York,  a body  of  seamen.  Accordingly  I have  formed 
corps  ©t  sen iferc.  bles,  upon  the  principles  con  tamed 
in  the  act  of  congress  relative  to  that  description  of 
troops.  But  they  are  liable  to  disbandment  if  the 
legislature  should  disapprove  of  their  employ  ment. 
A pout  one  thousand  of  this  description  of  troops 
have  been  raised,  and  are  stationed  in  the  block 
houses,  water  batteries  and  other  places  in  the  'har- 
bor, where  they  can  be  most  serviceable.  The  cor- 
poration have  been  so  liberal  as  to  advance  lie  funds 
for  paying  them,  in  confidence  that  the  same  will  ba 
assumed  and  refunded  by  the  state.  As  the  time 
far  which  the  sea  fencibles  have  been  paid  in  dvance 
will  soon  expire,  an  immediate  expression  of  the  in- 
tention of  the  legislature,  with  respect  to  theircon- 
tinuance,  is  desirable,  to  the  end,  that  they  may  be 
disbanded  without  further  expenses,  in  case  the  em- 
pioymentof  them  should  not  be  sanctioned. 

It  is  with  regret,  I notice  that  the  militia  general- 
ly have  appeared  without  arms  or  equipments;  and 
that  too,  where  it  was  well  ascertained  that’ they 
were  provided  with  them  at  home.  There  is  no  law 
which  enable  the  officers  to  punish  such  delinquen- 
cy. There  Was  no  alternative  left,  therefore,  but 
to  assume  the  responsibility  of  purchasing  an  ad- 
ditional supply  of  arms  to  equip  them,  or  to  leave 
the  city  of  New  York  unprotected.  I did  not  hesi- 
tate to  purchase  arms  with  funds  advanced  b\  the 
corporation  of  New  York,  under  an  expectation  that 
they  would  be  reimbursed  by  the  stale.  The  sum 
advanced  by  the  corporation  to  the  commissars  of 
this  state,  for  providing  muskets,  equipments, "am- 
munition and  camp  equipage,  and  the  sums  advanc- 
ed by  them  to  the  principal  paymaster  for  raising, 
paying  and  equipping  about  one  thousand  sea  fenci- 
bles, will  be  stated  in  a communication  as  soon  as  I 
may  receive  the  return  from  those  officers,  which 
they  have  been  directed  to  make. 

In  addition  to  these  sums,  five  thousand  dollars 
were  advanced,  at  my  request,  to  ®ne  of  the  assist- 
ant deputy  and  quarter  master  generals  of  milk;  at 
New  ATork,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  some  expen* 
ses  indispensable  for  the  comfortable  accommoda- 
tion of  the  militia,  the  deputy  quarter  master  gen- 
era* of  Ute  district  not  being  i*x  to  giye 
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1,800 

1,75 

2,150 

1,500 
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The  .paymasters-  and  quarter  masters  of  the  militia 
of  N&w,  York  have  executed'  bonds  with  satisfactory  J 
sureties,  ami  in  large  penalties,  for  the  peyformanc< 
of  their  respective  duties,  and  for  rendering  accu- 
rate and  .f 4th fui  vouchers  and  accounts  for  aU  mo- 
jti  s v.oVich  come  to  their  hands. 

Idle  state  troops  now  in  service  in  New  York,  may 
be  estimated,  and  are  stationed; as  follows: 

One;  division  iiuJtT  'major  gen.  Ehenfezer  Slovens  of 
the  mill  ia,  . . 

One  L:-jg rule  corner, muied  by  brigadier  gen.  Samuel 
I-Irif'ht,  stationed  at  Brooklyn,  - 
On?  bi-igide  eonioi.iuded  by  brig,  general  3et®W44 
Johnson,  stationed  at  Brooklyn, 

On?  brigade  undi  v tb* command  of  brigadier  general 
Join.  ;S>.v:*!-t\voot,stiiti>me<lat  Staten  Island, 

One  brigiidiV  at  Great  Baron  Island,  under  the  com- 

inand.ofbyrig.gr!!.  Van  Orden, 

fhie  brigade  at  Hue rlem  Heights  commanded  by  brig, 
geri.  Helvrtiance, 

One  brigade  stationed  at  Greenwich,  under  the  com- 
inaud  of  brig'.gen.  Peter  Curbrnius. 

A ’sqtnvJron  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  lieut.  col.  James 
Warner, 

Sca-fcncicdss,  raised  for  the  emergency,  and  stationed 
' in  tee  Uoc-kaway  and  GravtsciwH  lockhouse,  aiulm 
ibi  ts  .QateS,  Diamond,  Stevens,  fee.  supimsed  to  be 
, ui  the; whole,  by  this  time, 


l readiness-,  ;<s  follow's* 

FOR  THE  NO&THE  RN  FRONTIER. 

TWO  DIVISIONS. 

One  fegi.njent  artillery,  including  company  officers, 

One  brigade  of  sea-fencjbles, 

One  battalion  of  riiktnen, 

One  spiudj  bii  hors  : artillery,  to  act  also  as  cavalry, 

Two  brigades  of  infantry, 


1080 
2100 
540 
51  > 
43-0 

8640 


17.550 

These  troop vwitb  the  regulars',  commodore  I)e 
?catur’s  f’.i'  C ',  the  United  States*  Sea  Fencibles  and 
the  militia  of  New  Jersey,-  do,  .in  my  opinion  place 
the  city  of  New- York  in  a respectable'  state  of  de- 
fence. 

All  the  services  -which  were  rendered  by  my  aids 
de  camp  since  .-the  - commencement  of  the  war, 
awl  which  at  times  have  been  very  arduous,, 
were  rendered  gratuitously  until  the  first  day  of 
September,  mst.  when  ihe  pressure  of  business 
was  such  as  to  call  for’ their  constant  atten- 
dance and  employment  at  my  office;  and  . I then 
ordered  them  into  actual  service,  deeming  it 
unreasonable  any  longer  to  require  of  them,  as  gra 
.tu-itons,  such  arduous  services  as  were  needed,  and 
for  the  want  of -which  ft  \Y.ouid  have,  been  impossi- 
ble for  me,  without  destroying  my  health,  to  get 
along  with  the  accumulated  military  business-  of  my 
office. 

1 pray  the  legislature  to  confirm  this  proceeding 
and  to  moke  sonie  proyision  which  may  hereafter  re- 
lieve me  from  embarrassment  in  similar  cases. 

Experience  has,  I believe,  satisfied  «dl  reflecting 
persons. that  the  expence, public  inconvenience, waste 
and  destruction  of  military  stores,  and  interruption 
of.  agricultural  pursuits,  arising  from-  calls  on  the 
ordinary  militia,  as  now  organized  a;ld  regulated, 
are  totally  dispvoporliqneu  to  their  efficiency  in  ser- 
vice, and  that  therefore  a resort  to  some  other  mea- 
sure to  repel  invasion  and  to  meet  emergencies,  is 
indispensable. 

I rmve  had  the  honor  to  suggest  the  propriety  of 
Organizing  and  having  in  constant,  readiness  as  'an 
advance  corps,  at  least,  twenty  *•  thousand  metr  uni- 
form edj v>-r m ed  and  equipped.  These  may  be  raised 
by  classification  or  otherwise,  as  may  best  suit  the, 
views  of  the  legislature.  Camp,  eduipage,  cannon 
and  arms,  for  the  equipment  of  that  number  of  men, 
might  be  provided  and  be  kept  in  readiness  in  ac- 
cessible depots,  and  the  ordinary  militia  might  be 
excused  from  service  except  in  a dernier  resort. 


FOR  THE  CITAM FLUTY  FRONTIER, 

ONE  DIVISION. 

A regUmnvt  of  riflemen,  lr80 

One  bl-igatte  of  infantry,  2160 

A sqivijp-on  of  cavalry,  540 

A hatwliori  ofartih.pry,  216 

Two  citRLpaiiies  of  mounted  riflemen,  216 


For  the  Frontier  of  Niagara,  and  on  Laly. 

’TWO  DIVISIONS. 

One  regiment  of  riflemen, 

One  regiment  of  artillery, 

Two  brigades  of  infantry. 

One  battalion  of  sea-fencibies. 


4536 

Ontario. 

les.-j 

1080 

4320 

540 


/,  ■>  • >.  ; : , 70.  O’- 

The  ignorance  of  discipline  of  some  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  militia,  render  it  proper  that  the  militia 
ry  institutions  should  be  kept  up  in  time  of  w.-r,  as 
nurseries  for  officers.  A liberal  gentleman  iiv  Ne'  w 
York  has  offered  to  uniform  :t  corps  of  cadets  if  i 
would  organize  them,  and  permission  has  been  given 
by  the  war  department  for  three  of  the  members  of 
the  military  academy  of  the  United  States  to  take 
charge  and  instruct  and  discipline  them.  I should 
be  happv,  with  the  approbation  of  the  legislature,  to 
orgahize  three  companies  6f  cade's,  and  to  have 
them  instructed  and  disciplined  for  militia  officers. 
One  company  for  New  York,  one  for  the  Eastern 
and  ope  for  the  Western  District. 

It  is  probable  that  no  one  est ddishment  would  be 
of  more  importance  to  the  .fluted  States,  and  in 
particular  to  this  state,  than  a cannon  fo tindery  up- 
on the  Hudson  above  the  Highlands.  If  the.  Legis- 
lature will  kike'  measures  separately  ot*  in  concert 
with  individuals  to  erect  n extern- iyeTuundery  o n 
the  Iludsoi),!  am  satisfied  i hat  they  will  thereby 
greatly  advance  the  public  interests.  The  purchase 
money  of  a rite  and  o her  expenses  of  oi  extensive 
f mnder)7,  will  probably  amount  to  70,000  dollars. 
The  establishment  nuy,  with  industry,  be  put  in 
operation  in  two  merit hs. 

The  power  to  organize  the  militia  is  vested  in 
Congress.  As  that  body  is  now  in  session,  it  is  re, - 
spectfully  submitted  whether  it  would  not  be  ad- 
viseable  to  authorise  a re-organization  of  the  militia 
of  this  state  in  tiie  recess  of  die  Legislature,  so  as  to 
conform  in  any  new  organization  which  congress 
may  prescribe  during  their  present  session.  "** 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS, 

Albany,  Sept.  30th,  1814. 

DOCUMENTS. 

(A.) 

Boffaeo,  Sept.  3,  1814. 

Dear  Sir — The  militia  are  collecting  at  this  place" 
very  rapidly— there  is  the  greatest,  probability  that 
more  will  Turn  out  than  were  required  by  the  order. 
Every  thing  has  been  done  to  rouse  the  feelings  of 
the  community,  and  the  exertions  for  that  purpose 


when  the  exercise  of  more  summary  authority  than  I have^been  apparently  attended  -with  very  great  suc- 
is  now  granted  by  law.  will  be  necessary  to  compel  j cess.  Brig,  general  Davis,  of  Gennessee  county,  h as 
attendance  and  cilfcrce  prompt  subordination.  The 'ordered  out  his  whole  brigade,  without  any  r-equisi-' 

dor  tion  or  authority.  Yet,  as  it  was  thought  they  might 
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he  usefully  employed,  it  was  thought  proper  not  to. thousand  of  the  militia  necessary  to  the  maintenance 
discourage  him.  If  lie  were  regularly  ordered  out.  of  this  frontier.  1 shall  do  what  is  in  my  power  to 
he  would  take  the  command  from  general  Porter.  aid  the  regular  troops  whenever  necessary. 

By  a proper  disposition  and  use  of  the  means  lam,  & c.  BENJAMIN  MOOER3. 

which  new  are,  or  in  a few  days  will  be,  in  the  pow-  j Hit  excellency  gov.  Tompkins.” 

erof  gen.  Brpwn  the  enemy’s  force  now  cannonad- , Copy  of  a letter  from  major-general  Movers,  of  the 
mg  Fori  Erie,  will  be  obliged  to  retire.  I here  is  mili:!(l)  to  mn-0r-gev.eral  JzanL  of  the  army. 
every  appearance  of  a -disposition  on  the  part  ot  the  Sin— Report  says,  we  are  invaded  bv  the  eumv’s 
militia  to  cross  (lie  Niagara;  and  it  they  do  not,  ttie ! fiotill Sec.  or  in  imminent  danger  of 'being  invaded 

disappointment  will  be  very  great  indeed— but  I(|)ya -■  • - • ■ 

cannot  for  a moment  doubt  it.  If  they  do  the  cne- 
my  must  retreat  or  submit.  The  disproportion  of 
force  will  be  too  great  for  them  to  resist. 

There  has  been  a very  great  difficulty  in  procur- 
ing a sufficient  quantity  of  arms.  * I wrote  to  Mr 
Carpenter,  at  Whiiesboro’,  from  whom  I have  wot 
ye'  heard.  I have  also  written  to  Mr.  Hopper  at 
Onondaga. 

The  arms  at  Canandaigua  and  Batavia  have  been 
taken  for  the  use  of  the  detachment — vnen  have  been 
sent  out  also  to  collect  such  as  may  be  nf  the  hands 
of  individuals,  and  have  not  been  returned;  these 
together  with  such  United  States  arms  as  can  be 
procured,  and  British  arms'  taken  from  the  enemy, 
will  probably  be  ufheient  to  arm  the  men. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I am, 

Your- -excellency’s  very  obed’i.  serv’t. 

(Sighed)  ' ' • l B.  YATES. 


(3) 


Head-quarters , Fort  Eiic , Sept . 20  1814. 

Mt  m:Aii  sir — Your  excellency  is- no  doubt  r'.wne 
how  much  die  army  under  my  command  has  suffered 
from  the  tire  of  the  enemy’s  batteries,  of  which  the 
first'  and  second  Were  not  more  than  500  yards  dis- 
tant^ Soon  after  my  arrival,  I ascertained  they  were 
night  and  day  employed  in  erecting  a third,  to  the 
rigiit  of  die  oiii.-rsj  which  would  rake  obliquely  our 
whole  encampment.  About  the  12th,  this  new  work 
was  nearly  completed,  and  in  it  were  mounted  some 
long'  21-  pounders.  Being  very  impatient  under  the 
fire  o ' (lie-  bid,  and  knowing  that  our  difficulties 
would  encrease  from  the  opening  of  a new  battery, 
3 determined  to  hazard  a soriie,  with  a view  of  c.n 
v\  iog  thrill,  and  destroying  the  cannon.  On  tiie  17th 
inst.  an  order  was  given  to  this  effect,  and  executed 
in  the  most  gallant  style. 

The  batteries  were  carried,  the  principal  work 
blown  up,  and  the  cannon  effectually  destroyed.  It 
was  a desperate  conflict.  I he  loss  of  the  enemy 
cannot  be  less  than  800  men.  Our  own  is  severe,  in 
officers  particularly.  The  militia  of  New  York  have 
r.  deemed  their  character — they  behaved  gallantly. 
Gen.  lY«vis  was  killed,  and  general  Porter  slightly 
wounded  in  the  hand.  . 

Of  the  militia  that  were  called  out  by  the  last  re- 
quisition, fifteen  hundred  men  have  crossed.  This 
reinforcement  has  been  of  immense  importance  to  us  ; 
it  doubled  our  rif  ctive  strength,  and  their  good  con- 


formiduble  force.  Should  it  be  necessarv  to 
icallout  the  militia  on  this  Occasion,  your  re qui si- 
lt ion  will  be  immediately  attended  to.  1 am,  hr. 

| ' BENJAMIN  MOOEKS. 

i Major-general  Izartfx  12 tk  Aug.  1814. 

Copy  of  general  Izard's  answer. 

C unp  ne  u Chazy,  Aug.  13,  1814. 

May.  poll.  Mooors,  X.  Y.  militia. 

Sin — Your  note  of  yesterday  was  delivered  to  me 
| last  evening,  by  major  Itees.  There  has  occurred 
nothing  on  tl  is  frontier  to  justify  the  alarm  which 
appears  to  prevail  at  ru  tsfiiirg.  It  is  not  improba- 
ble that  an  engagement  will  take  place  noon  on  the 
lines  ; b it  I see  no  cause,  for  apprehending  the  result . 
jl  have  received  no  instructions  to  call  out:  the  militia; 
fit  Will  be  well,  however,  to  order  such  companies 
as  are  nearest  to  the  scene  of  operations*  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  assemble  m arms  at  the 
shortest;  notice.  When  you  sn  .ll  have  determined 
the  place  of  rendezvous,  I will  thank  y ou  to  give 
me  notice  of  it,  and  of  the  number  of  men  who  ni;  y 
be  counted  upon/ 

I am,  sir,  your  most  obed’t  humble  serv’t, 

GEORGE  IZARD. 


Copy  of  a letter  from  general  Izard. 

Northern  Ariny— ■ Hea&quarters,  near  Chary, 

August  25 lit,  1 51 4. 

lilt  excellency  gov.  Tompkins. 

Sin— Having  received  on  the  22d  inst.  authority 
from  the  department  of  war  to  make  a requisit  oil 
on  the  governor  of  New  York,  for  such  detachments 
of  militia  afrin  my  opinion,  may'  be  necessarv,  I cak- 
ed upon  myjor-general  Moosrs  as  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  militia  in  this  part  of  the  state,  for  ore 
regiment,  of  infantry,  and  one  troop  of  light  dra- 
goons, armed  and  equipped  according  to  Lav,  to  as- 
semble .as  speedily  as  possible  at  the  village  of  Chazy. 

I last  evening  was  honored  with  major-general 
Mooers’s  answer,  by  which  I am  informed,  that  “he 
has  not  received  any  instructions  to  call  into  service 
the  militia,  or  any  part  of  it,  except  what  is  given  by 
law  in  case  of  invasion. , 8cc.” 

As  I am  ordered  to  move  with  '-he  greater  part  of 
my  fo.ee  from,  lake  Champlain,  lam  apprehensive* 
that  serious  evil  may  result  from  the  delay  in  acting 
upon  the  requisition.  I hasten  to  communicate  the 
circumstance  to  y ou,  in  tiie  wish  that  a remedy  ir..-y 
be  applied  in  Season.  The  fortifica; ions  erected  by 
my  direction  at  Plattsburgh  and  Cumberland  Head,, 
will,  I trust,  suffice  for  the  protection  of  captain* 


duct  can  hut  hare  the  happiest  effect  upon  the  na-  ] Macdonough’s  squadron,  anil  the  stores  which  t 

leave  behind  me.  But  they  will  require  the  whole 
of  the  force,  amounting  to  between  two  and  three 
thousand  men  of  United  States’  troops,  under  bri- 
gadier-general M .comb,  to  .whom  I int. '.Is.tr  their 
ucfcncf.  The  cauntrt  non ! ; and  west  of  these  pointy 
from  Piatfsbur.di  to  Ch  ifnpk.in  and  Chateaugay,  wilT 
remain  exposed  to  the  enemy. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  excellency’s 
most  obedient  servant,  GEO.  IZARD.  • 

Copy  fa  letter  to  major-general  Move  ft. 

New-York,  September  2,  1814. 
Dear  six— I received,  sometime  sii  ee,  a letter 
from  you,  containing  a notice  of  an  offer  by  you  to 
general  Izard,  to  order  out  militia,  and  a copy  of 
his  declension  to  cajj.  voon  militia  at  that  time.-* 


tion.  The  brave  men  deserve  well  of  their  Country . 
and  I flatter  myself  that  tfie  legislature  about  to 
convene,  will  notice  them  as  becomes  the  represen- 
tatives of  r generous  people. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most.obedieiii 
servant, 

(Signed)  JAC.  BROWN. 

His  excellency  Gov.  Tompkins. 

w r cc.) 

Extr act  of  a letter  from  major-general  Jllooers. 

“P-lattsburg,  Aug.  14,  1814. 

Sir— Inclosed  is  a copy  of  my  note  to  gen.  Izard, 
and  ot  his  to  me  In  place  of  a few  companies,  as 
the  general’s  letter  indicates,  I consider  several 


100 


WILES'  WEEKLY  REGISTER— THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  27,  1914. 


Vour  conduct  in  that  respect  met  ray  decide. i appro-  j columns,  under  Lie  command  of  general  Porteiy 
button — l was  liter e fore  surprized  at  toe  receipt  of  which  were  destined  to  turn  the  enem\  s right,  with- 
a letter  from  gen.  Izard,  informing  me  that  you  in  a few  rods  of  the  British  entrenchments,  lhey 


gen.  izara,  informing 
doubted  your  authority,  or  hesitated  with  respect  to 
a compliance  with  his  request.  Vtm  will  perceive 
by  reference  to  the  act  of  congress,  passed  28;n 
February,  1795,  that  the  requisition  of  the  presi- 
dent may  he  made  on  any  officer  of  the  militia, 
who  is  bound  to  obey  it ; and  that  it  is  not  indispen- 
sable, nor  will  the  public  emergencies  generally  ad- 
mit, that  it  should  be  made  through  the  commander 
in  chief  of  the  state.  1 send  this  by  express,  an. 
pray  you,  if  you  have  not  already  done  it,  to  comply 
with  general  Iz -.rd’s  requisition  immediately.  You 
may  order  one  battalion  from  Saratoga,  under  the 
command  of  lieut,  col.  John  Prior,  and  a in* joy  to 
be  selected  by  yourself  or  him,  and  one  regiment 
iron)  Washington  and  W'.rren  counties.  If  the  de- 
tached regiments  of  Van  Schaick  . nd  Green,  organ- 
ized by  general  orders  of  the  20th  July  1 st,  are  not 
to  be  collected  so  readily,  order  out  some  of  the  re- 
giments of  Washington  arid  Warren  counties  en 
masses  Ail  details  wot  comprehended  in  this  letter, 
you  are  authorised  to  direct. 

lam,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  ■ 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS 

Jilaj or- general  J\looers. 


They 

were  ordered  to  advance  and  commence  the  action. 
Passing  down  the  ravine,  I judged  from  the  report 
of  mu.squetry  that  the  action  had  commenced  on  our 
lefr;  1 now  (listened  to  general  Miller  and  directed 
him  H)  seize  the  moment  and  pierce  the  enemy’s  en- 
trenchiju  rit  he  ween  batteries  No.  2 and  3.  My  orders 
were  promptly  and  ably  executed.  Within  30  mi- 
nutes after  the  first  gun  was  fired,  batteries  No.  3 and 
2,  the  enemy’s  line  of  entrenchments,  and  his  two 
block  houses,  were  in  our  possession.  Soon  after  bat- 
tery No.  1 was  abandoned  by  the  British.  The  guns 
in  each  were  spiked  by  us,  or  otherwise  destroyed, 
and  the  magazine  of  No.  3 was  blown  up. 

A few  minutes  before  the  explosion,  I had  order- 
ed up  the  reserve  under  general  Ripley.  As  he  pas- 
sed me  at  the  head  of  his  column,  I desired  him  as  lie 
would  be  the  senior  in  advance,  to  ascertain  as  near 
as  possible,  the  situation  of  the  troops  in  general,  and 
to  have  a cure  th  A not  more  was  hazarded  than  the 
occsion  required:  .hat  the  object  of  the  sortie  effect- 
ed, 111  troops  would  retire  in  good  order,  8tc.  Ge- 
'n.eial  Ripley  passed  rapidly  on — soon  after,  I became 
alarmed  for  general  Miller,  and  sent  an  order  for  the 
21st  to  hasten  to  his  support  towards  battery  No.  1. 
Colonel  Upham  received  the  order,  and  advanced  to 
the  aid  of  general  Miller.  General  Ripley  had  in- 
clined to  the  left,  where  major  Brooks’  command  was 
eng^geu,  with  a view  of  making  some  necessary  en- 
quires of  that  officer,  and  in  the.  act  of  doing  so  was 
unfortunately  Wounded.  By  this  time  the  object  of 
the  sortie  was  accomplished  beyond  my  most  san- 


Gen,  Brown's  splendid  action. 

Copy' of. a letter  victj or  general  Brown  to  the  secretary 
of  war.  dated 

Htad-qunvWrs,  camp  fort  Eiie,  September  29tli,  1814. 
sir — In  my  letter  of  the  18  u uist.  I briefly  ni-igu.ne  expectations.  General  Miller  had  consequently 
formed  you  of  the  fortunate  issue  of  the  sortie  which ! ordered  the.  troops  on  the  right  to  fall  back — observ 


took  place  the  day  preceding.  But  it  is  due  to  the 
gallant  officers  and  men,  to  whose  bravery  we  are 
indebted  for  our  success  on  this  occasion,  that  I 
should  give  you  a more  circumstantial  and  detailed 
account  of  this  affair. 

The.  enemy’s  camp  I had  ascertained  to  be  situa- 
ted in  a field  surrounded  by  woods  nearly  two  miles 
distant  from  their  batteries  and  entrenchments,  the 
objec:  of  which  was  to  keep  the  parts  of  lie  force 
\vhich  \yas  itot  upon  duty,  out  of  th**  range  of  our 
fire  from  fort  Erie  end  lilack-rock.  Their  infanti 
was  formed  into  three  brigades  est  .mated  at  12 
kQg 


ihg  this  movement,  I sent  my  staff  along  the  line  to' 
call  in  the  other  corps,  Within  a few  minutes  they 
retired  from  the  ravine,  and  from  thence  to  camp. 

Thus  one  thousand  regulars  and  an  equal  portion 
of  militia,  in  one  hour  of  close  action,  blasted  the 
hopes  of  the  enemy,  destroyed  the  fruits  of  fifty  day s 
labor,  and  dim. dished  his  effective  force  1000  men  at 
leas*.  I am  at  a loss  to  express  my  satisfaction  at  the 
gallant  conduct  pd  t lie  officers  and  men  of  this  divi- 
sion, Whose  valor  ho..-  bone  superior  to  every  trial. 
General  Porter  in  his  official  report  herein  inclosed, 
has  very  properly  noticed  those  patriotic  citizens 
One  of  these  brigades,  J who  have  done  so  much  honor  to  themselves,  by  free- 
ly and  voluntarily  tendering  their  services  at  a dan- 
gerous and  critical  period. 

As  the  scene  of  action  was  in  the  wood  in  advance 
of  the  posit  lop  l had  chosen  for  directing  the  move- 
ments of  the  whole,  the  several  reports  of  the  com- 
mandants of  corps  must  guide  me  in  noticing  indivi- 
batteries,  destroy  the  cannon  .md  duals. 

General  Miller  mentions  lieutenant  colonel  Aspin- 
wall,  lieutenant  colonel  Beedle,  ny  jor  Trimble,  cap- 
tain Hull,  eaptain  Ingersoll,  lieutenant  Crawford, 
lieutenant  Lee,  and  particularly  ensign  OTiing  as 
entitled  to  distinction. 

Lieutenant  colonel  M’Donald,  upon  whom  the 
command  of  the  rifle  corps  devolved,  upon  the  fall 
of  tffe  brave  and  generous  Gibson,  names  adjutants 
Shortridge  of  the  1st,  and  Ballard  of  the  4lh  regi- 
ment, 43  deserving  the  highest  applause  for  their 
promptness  and  gallantry  in  communicating  orders. 
Of  the  other  officers  of  the  corps,  he  reports  gene- 
rally, that  the  bravery  and  g-ood  conduct  of  all  was 
so  conspicuous,  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  discri- 
minate. 

M jor  Brooks,  to  whom  much  credit  is  due  for  the 
distinguished  manner  in  which  he  executed  the  or- 
ders he  received,  speaks  in  high  terms  of  lieutenants 
ttQodell,  Ingersol,  Livingston,  and  ensigns  Brant  and 


15  hundred  men  each 
with  a detail  from  their  artillery,  was  stationed  at 
their  works,  (these  being  about  500  yards,  distant 
from  old  fort  Erie  and  the  right  of  our,  line.)  We 
had  already  suffered  much  from  the  fire  of  two  of 
their  baLenies,  and  were  aware  that  a third  was  abou 
yO  open  up m us.  Under  these  circumstances,  I re- 
solved to  rorm  fh 
roughly  handle  the  brigade  upon  clutv  before  those1 
• n reserve  could  be  brought  into  action. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  the  infantry  and  rifle 
W:&n,  regulars  an  1 militia,  were  ordered  to  be  par'- 
.;ir\l  and  pnt  iu  readiness  to  march  precisely  at  12 
: 'clock.  General  Porter  with  the  volunteers,  colo- 
\v.  1 Gibson  with  the  riflemen*  and  major  Brooks  with 
tne  23d  and  1st  infantry,  and  a few  dragoons  acting 
;•  > infantry,  Were  ordered  to  move  from.  the  ex  reme 
1 ft  of  our  position  upon  the  enemy’s  right,  by  a pas- 
sage opened  through  the  woods  for  the  occasion. 
General  Miller  was  directed  to  station  his  command 
in  the  ravine  which  lies  between  fort  Erie  and  the 
eoerm’s  batteries,  :by  passing  them  by  detachments 
through  the  skins  of  the  wool — and  the  21st  infantry 
uiiuei  general  R.pley  was  posted:  a.-  a corps  of  re- 
serve be. ween  the  new  bastions  of  fort  Erie;  all  un- 
dfcr  cover,  and  cut  of  the  view  of  the  enemy. 

20  minutes  boiore  Z P.  M.  I found  the  left 
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©’Fling*  of  the  23d — particularly  of  the  latter.  Also 
of  captain  Simms,  lieutenants  Bissel,  Shore  and  Bri- 
not  of  the  1st  infantry,  and  lieutenant  Watts  of  the 
dragoons. 

Lieutenant  colonel  Upham,  who  took  command  o‘ 
tile  reserve  after  general  Ripley  was  disabled,  be- 
stows great  praise  upon  m jor  Chambers  of  the  4tn 
regiment  of  riflemen,  attached  to  the  21st  inf.mtry,  s 
also  upon  captain  Bradford  and  lieutenant  Hoi. ling 
of  that  regiment. 

My  stuff,  colonel  Swelling,  colonel  Gardner,  m jo> 
Jones,  and  mv  aid-de-camp,  major  Ansi  in  and  lieute- 
nant Armstrong  were,  as  usu-d,  zealous,  uitelligeiv 
and  active — they  performed  every  duty  required  of 
them  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

Major  H.lf,  assistant  inspector  general,  led  :i  bat- 
talion of  militia,  and  conducted  with  -.kill  and  gallan- 
try. Lieutenant  Kirby,  aid-de-camp  to  general  Rip 
ley,  was  extremely  active  and  useful  during  the  time 
he  was  in  the  action. 

Lieutenants  Fraser  and  Riddle  were  in  gene":.! 
Poner’s  staff;  their  bravery  was  conspicuous,  and  no 
officers  of  their  grade  were  more  useful. 

The  corps  of  artillery  commanded  by  major  Hind- 
man, which  has  been  so  eminently  distinguished 
throughout  this  campaign  had  no  opportunity  of 
taking  a part  in  the  sortie.  The  25th  infantry  under 
colonel  Jessup,  was  stationed  in  fort  Erie  to  hold  the 
key  of  our  position. 

Colonel  Brady,  on  whose  firmness  and  good  con- 
duct every- reliance  could  be  placed,  was  on  com- 
mand at  Buffalo  with  the  remains  of  the  23d  mf  u.itry. 
L.eutenant  colonel  M'Bee  and  lieutenant  colonel 
Wood  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  having  rendered  to 
this  army  services  the  most  important,  I must  seize 
the  opportunity  of  again  mentioning  them  particular! 
ly.  On  every  trying  occasion  I have  reaped  much 
benefit  from  their  sound  and  excellent  advice.  No 
two  officers  of  their  grade  could  have  contributed 
more  to  the  safety  and  honor  of  this  army.  Wood, 
brave,  generous  and  eaterpt  ising, died  as  he  had  lived 
without  a feeling  but  for  the  honor  of  his  country 
and  the  glory  of  her  arms.  His  name  and  example 
will  live  to  guide  the  soldier  in  the  p:fth  of  duty  so 
long  as  true  heroism  is  Held  in  estimation.  M‘Bee 
lives  to.  enjoy  the  approbation  of  every  virtuous  and 
generous  mind,  and  to  receive  the  reward  due  to  his 
services  an cF high  military  talents. 

It  is  proper  here  to  notice  that  although  but  on* 
third  of  the  enemy’s  force  was  on  duty  when  his 
works  were  carried,  the  whole  were  brought  into 
action  while  we  were  employee*  in  destroying  his  can- 
non. We  secured  prisoners  from  seven  of  his  regi- 
ments, and  know  that  the  6th  and  82d  suffered  se- 
verely in  killed  and  wounded,  yet  these  regiments 
were  not  upon  duty. 

Lieutenant  general  Drummond  broke  up  his  camp 
during  the  night  of  the  2 st  and  retired  to  his  en 
trenchments  behind  the  Chippewa.  A party'  of  our 
men  came  up  with  the  rear  of  his  army  at  French- 
man’s creek;  the  enemy  destroyed  part  of  their  stores 
by  setting  fire  to  the  buildings  from  which  they  were 
employed  in  conveying  them.  We  found  in  and 
about  their  camp  a considerable  quantity  of  cannon 
ball,  and  upwards  of  one  hundred  stand  of  arms. 

I send  you  enclosed  herein  a return  of  our  loss. 
The  return  of  prisoners  inclosed  does  not  include 
the  stragglers  that  came  in  after  the  action. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully*,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JACOB  BROWN.  , 

Honorable  secretary  of  War, 


Copy  of  a letter  from  brigadier  general  Porter,  to  ma- 
jor general  Jlroion. 

Fort  Erie,  Saptemlier  22,  IS1  '• 

sin — In  executing  the  duty  you  nave  imposed  upon 
me,  of  reporting  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men 
composing  the  left  column,  which  you  was  pleased 
ta  place  under  my  comm  in  1,  in  the  sortie  of  the  17ih 
:nst.  the  pleasure  l derive  in  representing  to  you  the 
admirable  conduct  of  liie  whole,  is  deeply  chase  ned 
by  sorrow  for  the  ioss  of  many  brave  and  distinguish- 
ed men. 

ILiing  oblige.!  from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  to 
act  on  foot,  it  was  impossible  that  my  person  d ob- 
servation should  reach  to  every  officer.  S./ine  part 
of  this  report  must  therefore  rest  upon  the  informa- 
tion of  others. 

1 is  the  business  of  this  communication  to  speak 
of  the  Conduct  of  individuals;  yet  you  wdb  permit 
me  to  premise,  although  well  known  to  you*  self  al- 
ready, that  the  object  of  the  left  column  Was  to  pene- 
trate, by  a circuitous  route,  between  the  enemy’s 
batteries  where  bine-third  of  his  force  w.«s  always 
kept  on  duty,  and  his  m ;in  Camp,  and  that  it  was  sub- 
divided into  three  divisions — the  advance  of  200  rifle- 
men, and  a few  Indians,  commanded  by  colonel  .Gib-' 
son,  and  two  colums  moving  parallel  to,  and  30  yards 
distant  from  each  other.  Th.:  right  column  was  com- 
manded by  lieutenant  colonel  Wood,  headed  by  400 
infantry,  under  major  Brook  of  the  23d,  and  followed 
by  500  volunteers  and  militia,  being  parts  of  lien te- 
n mt  colonel  Dobbin’s,  McBarney’s  and  Fleming’s  re- 
giments, and  was  intended  to  attack  the  batteries. 
The  left  column  of  500  militia  was  commanded  by 
brigadier  general  Davis,  and  comprised  the  com- 
mands of  lieutenant  colonels  Hopkins,  Churchill  and 
Crosby;  and  was  intended  to  hold  in  check  any  rein- 
forcements from  the  enemy’s  camp;  or  both  columns 
(circumstances  requiring  it,  which  frequently  hap- 
pened) to  co-operate  in  the  same  object. 

After  earn  ing  by  storm  in  the  handsomest  style,  a 
strong  block-house  in  rear  of  the  third  battery, 
making  its  garrison  prisoners,  destroying  the  three 
24  pounders  and  their  carriages  in  die  third  battery, 
and  blowing  up  the  enemy’s  magazine,  and  after  co- 
operating with  general  Miller  in  taking  the  second 
battery,  the  gallant  leaders  of  the  three  divisions  all 
fell  nearly  at  the  same  time;  colonel  Gibson,  at  the 
second  battery,  and  general  Davis  and  lieutenant  co- 
lonel Wood,  in  an  assault  upon  the  first. 

Brig,  general  Davis,  although  a militia  officer  of 
little  experience,  conducted  on  this  occasion  with 
all  die  coolness  and  bravery  of  a veteran,  and  fell 
while  advancing  upon  the  enemy’s  entrenchments! 
His  loss  as  a ciliz^w,  as  well  as  a soldier,  will  be. 
severely  felt  in  the  patriotic  county  of  Genes  see. 
Col.  Gibson  fully  sustained  the  high  military  repu- 
tation, which  he  had  before  so  justly  acquired.  You 
know  how  exalted  an  opinion  l have  always  enter-, 
t uned  of  lieut.  col.  Wood  of  the  engineers.  His 
conduct,  on  .this  day,  was,  what  it  uniformly  has 
been,  on  every  similar  occasion,  an  exhibition  of  mi  • 
litary  skill,  acute  judgment,  and  heroic  valor.  Of 
tiie  other  regular  officers,  lieut.  col.  Macdonald 
and  major  Brook,  senior  in  command,  will  report  to 
you  in  relation  to  their  respective  divisions.  Per- 
mit me,  however,  to  say  of  these  two  officers,  that, 
much  as  was  lei t to  them  by  the  fall  of  their  dis- 
tinguished leaders,  they  were  able  to  sustain  their 
parts  in  tne  most' admirable  manner, and  thev  rich!/ 
deserve  the  notice  of  the  government. 

Of  die  milit  i »,  I regret  that  the  limits  of  a report 
will  not  permit  me  even  to  name  all  those,  who  on 
.iliis  occasipn  established  claims  to  the  gratitude  of 
fheir  jfelVnv  ^iti^iis;  much  less  to  particularize,  in- 
dividual  ’ merit.'.  Lieut,  eols.  Hopkins,  M’ Burney, 
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Churchill  and  Crosby,  and  majors  Lee,  March:, 
Wilson,  Lawrence,  Burr,  Ihiijjham,  Kellogg,  and 
Gan<.n,  ;*re  entitled  to  the  highest  praise  for  their 
gallant  conduct*  Ihoir  ; t-ady  and  persevering  exer- 
tion^. Lieu:,  col.  Bobbin  being  prevented  by  se- 
vere indisposition-  from  taking  ."the*  field,  major  Halt, 
assistant:,  inspector  general,  volunteered  his  services 
to  join  major  Lee  in  the  command  of  the  volunteer 
regiment;  and  maj.  Lee  and  every  other  officer 
speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  gallant  and  got. d 
conduct  of  this  young  officer. 

Capt.  Fleming,  who  commanded  ths  Indians,  was, 
a.i  he  aiways  is,  in  the  front  of  the  battle.  There 
is  not  a more  intrepid  soldier  in.  the  army.  I should 
be  ungrate  fill,  were  I to  omit  the  names  .of  captains 
Knapp  and  Mull  of  the  volunteers,  and  capt.  Parker 
and  Iieuti  Chat  field  of  the  militia,  by  whose  intre- 
pidity I was,  during  the  action,  extricated  from  the 
most  unpleasant  situation.  Capt s.  Richardson,  Buel, 
and  Kennedy,  lieuts.  Purkhurst  and  Brown,  and 
adiuts.  Dobbin,  Bates,  anil  Robinson,  particularly 
distinguished  themselves.  The  patriotic  conduct 
of  capt.  Elliott  with  20  young  gentlerhcn,  who  vo 
lunteered  from  Batavia,  and  of  maj,  Hubbard  with 
14  men  exempted  by  age  from  military  duty,  should 
not  be  omitted.  They  were  conspicuous  during  the 
action. 

You  will  excuse  me,  if  I shall  seem  partial,  in 
speaking  of  ray  own  family,  consisting  of  my  brigade 
major  Frazer,  my  volunteer  aid  de  camp  Riddle, 
(both  1st.  lieutenants  in  the  15th  infantry,)  capt. 
Bigger  of  the  Canadian  volunteers,  messrs.  Willi- 
ams and  D-dapierre,  volunteer  aids  for  the  day,  all 
of  whom  except  Mr.  Williams  were  wounded. 

Lieuts.  Frazier  and  Riddle  were  engaged  for  most 
of  the  proceeding  day  with  fat igue  parties,  cutting 
roads  for  the  advance  of  the  column  through  the 
swamp,  and  falling  timber  to  the  rear,  and  within 
150  yards  of  the  enemy’s  right:  which  service’  they 
executed  with  so  much  address  as  to  avoid  discove- 
rt; and  on  the  succeeding  day  they  conducted  the 
two  columns  to  the  attack.  Fraser  was  severely 
wounded  by  a musket  ball whilst  spiking  a gun  on 
the  second  battery.  Rkidle,  alter  the  first  battery 
was  carried,  descended  into  the  enemy’s,  magazine, 
and  af  er  securing  (with  the  assistance  of  quarter 
master  Greene  of  the  Volunteers,  whose  good  con  - 
duct  deserves  much  praise)  a .quantity  or  fixed  am- 
piunkfron,  blew  up  the  .magazine,  and  suffered  se- 
verely by  the  explosion.  1 must  solicit,  through  you 


suits,  and  led  to  several  contests  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet.  But  by  our  double  columns  any  temporary 
irregularity  in  the  one  was  always  corrected  by  the 
other.  Our  success  would  probably  have  been  more 
complete,  but  for  the  rain  which  unfortunately  set 
in  soon  after  we  commenced  our  march,  which  ren- 
dered th  e fire  of  many  of  our  muskets  useless,  and 
by  obscuring  the  sun,  led  to  several  unlucky  mis- 
takes. As  an  instance  of  this,  a body  of  50  pi  ison* 
ers  who  had  surrendered,  were  ordered  to  the  fort 
in  charge  of  a subaltern  and  14  volunteers;  the  offi- 
cer mistaking  the  direction,  conducted  them  to- 
wards the  British  camp  in  the  route  by  which  we 
had  advanced,  and  they  were  retaken  with  the 
whole  of  the  guard,  excepting  the  officer  and  one 
man  who  fought  their  way  back.  Several  of  our 
stragglers  Were  made  prisoners  by  the  same  Mistake. 
But,  sir,  notwithstanding  these  accidents,  we  have 
reason  to  rejoice,  at  our  signal  success  in  inflicting 
a vastly  disproportionate  injury  on  the  nemy,  and 
in  wholly  defeating  all  his  plans  of  operation  against 
this  army. 

1 h ve  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant,, 

■F.  13.  PORTER,  Brig.  Gen. 
fPoing.  Volunteers  ansi  Militia. 
M;  j.  gen.  Brown,  Com’g.  &.c. 

Report  of  the  killed,  ivoinufcd  and  missing  of  the  left  division  of 
the,  army  at  fort  Erie,  commanded  by  majot-genci  <d  Brravn,  in 
the  sortie  against  the  enemy's  batteries,  on  the  nth  Sept.  1814. 

TOTAL  OF  REGULARS. 

L lieut.  colom ),  3 captains,  5 sergeants,  7 corporals,  44 
privates.  . _ 

Wounded,  1 brig,  general,  1 brigade  major,  1 colonel,  1 lieut. 
colonel,  1 major,  2 captains,  11  subalterns,  1 principal  .musician,  IS 
sergeants,  11  corpora  is,  94  privates. 

.Missing,  1 adjutant,  1 sergeant,  ' corporals,  1 musician,  36  pri- 
vates.. • mk  , , ' . ■ 

TOTAL  OF  MILITIA,  &c. 

Killed,  1 brig.  gen.  1 capt.  3 subalterns,  l sc-rgt.  I corporal,  12 
private’s;  - . 

Wounded,  1 maj.  gen.  2 aids  de  camp,  X brig,  nnj.  S capts.  2 
subalterns,  '4*ergt=.  3 corporals,  65  .privates. 

Missing  1 lieut,  col.  1 maj.  I qr.  ma  -u  r,  £ capts.  4 subalterns,  9 
sergts.  13  corporals,  6 rimsiejanv.  135  privates. 

GRAM)  TOTAL. 

Killed,  1 brig.  gen.  1 lieut.  col.  4 capts.  3 subalts.  6 sergts.  8 corps. 
56  privates.'  J ...  k , 

V/pumied,  1 maj. gen.  1 brig.  gen.  ! aids  de  camp,  2 br.  majors, 
rcol.,1  lieut.  colonel,  ) .'major,  4 captains,  13  subalts.  1 principal 
musician,  16  sergts.  ’4  corporals,  159  privates. 

Missing,  l li<  ut,  col.l  major,  1 adjutant,  ).  qi-.maher,  2 capts.  4 
subalterns,  :9  s<  igts.  17  'Corporals,  T musicians  171  privates. 

■A&i rcg&e—Opkwi  ,45;  noncommissioned  officers,  musicians  and 
privates  -666.  Total. ,51 L 

kam.es  and  rank of  officers. 

Killed— Lieut,  col.  E..1L  Wood,  captain  and  brevet  lieut.  col.  of 


but  was,  dangerously  wounded.  The  other  young 
gentlemen  are  .citizens,  and  deserve  much  credit  for 
iheir  activity,  and  for  having  voluntarily  encounter- 
ed danger.  My  aid  de  camp,  major  Box,  was  con- 
fined at  Buffalo  by  sickness. 

On  the  whole,  sir,  Lean  say  of.  the -regular.,  troops 
attached  to  the  left  column,  and  of  the  veteran 
volunteers  of  lieut;  col.  Dobbin’s  regiment,  that 
every  man  did  his  duty,  and  their  conduct  on  this 
occasion  reflects  a new  lustre  on  their  former  bril- 
liant achievements.  To  the  militia,  the  compli- 
ment is  justly  due,  and  I conkl  pay  them  no  greater 
, one,  than  to  say,  that  they  were  not  surpassed  by  the 
heroes  of  Chippawa  and  Niagara  in  steadiness  and 
bravery.. 

The  studied  intricacy  of  the  enemy’s  defences, 
consisting  not  only  of  the  breast  works  connecting 
their  batteries,  but  of  successive  lines  of  entveni  h- 
iTients  for  a hundred  yards  in  the  rear,  covering  the 
batteries  and  enfilading  cacti  ,otllerv  anvf  i net.  whole 


riflemen.  1 

2d  brigade,  dangcrously,shot 
through  the  me-!:.  ’ 

1st.  l ieut.  Crawford,  full  irift  brig  maj.  1st  brigade,  slightly,  snot 
in  die  min,  • 

. l!i  inf,— Lieut-  col.  A-  piuwall, severely,  left  arm  amputated. 

! Capt,  Ing&rsull,  slight!;.,  in  the  head. 

! - st.  Lieutenant  E.  Childs,  severely,  bayonet  wound  through  the 

i 1 'Tub  infantry— 1st.  lieut.  \7.  F.  Hale,  dangerously, shot  in  the 
body.  •*  •’  v.  I-  • ' A-  v> 

2ti  lieut.  .1.  Clark,  severely,  in  the  body. 

3d-  lieut.  Stevenson,  severely,  through  the  thigh. 

3d.  lieut.  Davis,  dangerously,  through  the  hod  >.  ■ 

TP th  infantry— major  Trimble,  dangerously,  shot  through  the 
body.  ' ff  _ g. 

Efn  Neely,  slightly,  shot  in  the  thigh. 

21st.  ini'.— Bn.  Cummings,  sev<  rely,  in  the  arm. 

23it.  inf.— 1st.  lient.  Brown,  slightly,  in  the  ami. 

Kn.  O’Fiing-, mortally,  since  ch  ad* 

1st  Riflemen— capt.  Ilamsev,  severely,  in  the  groin. 

2d  lieut.  Cobh, severely  .in  the  body.  _ 

4th  Riflemen— colonel  James  Gibson,  mortally,  died  the  18th. 
instant. 

1st.  lieut.  Gantt,  severe  wounds  in 'the  arm  and  side. 

MISSING. 

1st.  lieut.  Raliard,  adjutant  4th  riflemen,  prisoner. 

OF  THE  MILI  TIA. 


“.Killed,— Brig.  gen.  Eh  vis,  of  volunteer  brigade. 

‘ C-jpt".  6u<;l{  ol‘  lieut.  col.  Crosby’s  regt. 

. - .......  • ..t  ' I*efrtf5flrow4i,  of  lieut.  col.  M’ Burney’s  regt. 

T-afguiated  to  proaqce  comas  iofc.  arfiong  the  assail-  Lieut. 'Ws'lbti^wip,  oflieut.  col.  Fleming’s  reg. 


obstructed  by  abbtftis,  brush  and  Teijed  lt3r>yb£r,  Was 
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Ensign  Blakeslry,  of  lieut.  col.  M'Rurney’sivgt. 

Wou mled— Staff,  major  general  P.  B.  Porter,  sword  wound  in  the 
hand. 

1st.  lieut.  Fraser,  13th  infantry,  brigade  major,  severely,  m the 
leg. 

1st.  lieutenant  Riddle,  I5th  infantry,  aeiingaiddc  camp,  slight 
contusion. 

Capt.  Bigg  ’r,  N.  Y.  volunteers,  acting  aid,  severely  through  the 
breast  and  should  r. 

Li. nt.  col.  Dobbin’s  regt. — capt.  Knapp,  in  the  hip. 

Li mt.  Bailv,  in  the  side 

Li  nt,  colonel  M'Bur  iey’s  regiment— capt.  Haie,  wounded  and 
prisn.n  r* 

I.t.  col  Hopkins’  r gt— lieut  nant  Gillet,  thro’  the  thigh.; 

Missing—  Lieutenant  colonel  W.  L.  Churchill,  maj.  sC.  Wilson, 
quarter  master  O.  Wilcox,  capt.  Crouch,  capt.  Case,  lieut.  Case, 
ensigns  Chambers,  Clark,  Church,  prisoners. 

C.  K.  GARDNER,  Adj.  Gen. 

Ret  urn  of  prisoners  taken  in  the  sortie  from  Fort  Erie,  on  the  17 th 
of  S-ptem/icr  ‘814. 

Regt.  of  Wattevill — 2 majors,  3 eapts.  3 lieut s.  I assistant  stir 
geon,  4 start's  rgeants,  7 sergeants,  7 corporals,  1 drummer,  and 
204  pn rates.  i'otal  23  . 

Royal  artillery— 9 privates. 

1st  regt.  Royal  Scot—  sergeants,  16  privates. 

6th  regt.—.  sergt.  9 private. 

8 th  or  King’s  regt.— 1 captain,  l lieut.  1 ensign,  8 sergeants,  9 
corporals,  06  privates* 

82d  regt.— 9 privates. 

89th  regt.— l sergt. ; corporal.  19  privates— Total  !. 

Grand  total—  inajors,4  captains,  lieuts.  1 fnsign.  1 assistant 
surgeon,  4 start  sergeants,  19  sergeants,  17  corporals,  1 drummer, 
33 ' privates. 

Aggregate.— 385. 

J.  SNELLI  N G . Inspector  General. 

TH" ‘4  BRITISH  “OFFICIAL.” 

[The  following  is  a pure  “official.' ” Though 
Brown  accomplished  every  thing  he  designed 
gaining  every  battery  he  aimed  at,  general 
Drummond  makes  out  a kind  of  negative  vic- 
tory. He  is  careful  not  to  mention  his  loss; 
yet  permits  it  unofficially  to  be  said  that  he 
had  but  190taken  prisoners,  though  about  320 
captured  in  the  splendid  affair,  are  now  at 
Greenbush.] 

DISTRICT  GENERAL  ORD'  R. 
Head-quarters , Camp  before  for  t Erie , IS  th 
September. 

Lieutenant  general  Drummond,  having  re- 
ceived the  reports  of  the  general  officer  in  the 
immediate  direction  of  the  t roops  engaged  y es- 
terday, begs  to  offer  his  best  acknowledge- 
ments for  their  very  gallant  conduct  in  repul- 
sing the  attack  made  by  the  enemy  on  our  bat- 
teries, with  his  whole  force,  represented  to 
consist  of  not  less  than  live  thousand  men.  in- 
cluding militia.  The  brilliant  style  in  which 
the  battery  No.  2,  was  recovered,  and  the  ene- 
mv  driven  beyond  our  entrenchments  by  seven 
companies  of  the  82d  regiment  under  major 
Pioetor,  and  three  companies  of  the  6th  regi- 
ment detached  under  major  Taylor,  excited 
lieutenant  general  Drummond's  admiration, 
and  entitled  those  troops  to  his  particular 
thanks  On  the  right  the  enemy’s  advance 
was  cheeked  by  the  1st  battalion  of  the  royal 
Scotts,  supported  by  the  89th  under  the  di- 
rect on  of  lieutenant  colonel  Gordon  of  the 
royals;  and  in  the  centre  he  was  driven  back 
by  the  Glengavy  light  infantry,  under  lieute- 
nant colonel  Battevsby,  and  directed  by  lieu- 
tenant colonel  Pearson,  inspecting  field  officer. 
To  these  troops  the  lieu’enant  genial’s  best 
thanks  are  due,  as  also  to  the  remainder  of 
the  reserve  under  lieutenant  colonel  Campbell 
consisting  of  the  remaining  companies  of  the 
6th  regiment,  the  flank  companies  of  the  l ist 


and  the  incorporated’ militia,  which  supported 
t ie  troous  engaged. 

The  lieutenant  general  deeply  laments  the 
unfortunate  circumstances  of  weather  which 
enabled  the  enemy  to  approach  unperceived 
close  to  the  right  of  the  position,  and  to  cap- 
ture a considerable  number  of  the  regiment 
De  Watfeyille  stationed  at  the  point  The  se- 
vere loss  in  killed  and  wounded  which  the  8th 
or*  Kingis  and  De  Watfecvi lie’s  regiment  have 
offered,  affords  irrcontcstible  proof  that  No. 
•2  battery  was  not,  gained  without  a vigorous 
•es’  -t  ihee;  it  is  equally  obvious  that  the  block- 
house on  the  right  was  well  defended  by  the 
party  of  the  king's  regiment  stationed  in  it. 

Lieutenant  general  Drummond  feels  greatly 
indebted  to  major  general  De  W attevilie  for 
his  judicious  arrangement:  and  be  also  desires 
to  offer  his  thanks  to  the  respective  command- 
o (fivers  of  brigades  and  corps,  and  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  royal, artillery  and  engineers, 
for  their  exertions.  To  major  general  Storm, 
who  joined  the  army  a short  time  befo-e  the 
attack,  the  lieutenant  general  is  indebted  for 
his  assistance,  and  also  to  the  officers  of  the 
general  of  his  personal  staff 

Lieutenant  general  Drummond  greatly  re- 
grets the  wounds  which  have  deprived  the 
a rmy  for  the  present  of  the  services  of  colonel 
Fisher,  lieutenant  colonels  Pearson  and  Gor- 
don. 

Lieutenant  colonels  Fjsl-cr,  Pearson,  and 
Gordon,  have  permission  to  proceed  to  the  rear 
for  the  recovery  of  their  wounds. 

(Signed)  J.  HARVEY, 

Lieutenant  colonel  deputy  adjt.  gen. 

[Private  letters  say  270  Americans  were 
taken  prisoners,  that  ICO  of  our  troops  were 
taken,  and  14  of  our  officers  wounded  ] 
GENERAL  ORDER. 

H-a<i-quar{ei'S,  Mourn  r.!,  29th  September  1814. 

His  excellency  the  commander  of  t he  forces 
having  received  the  official  report  of  lieutenant 
general  Drummond,  of  an  affair  which  took 
place  at  fort  Erie,  on  the  17th  instant  in  which 
very  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy  were  re- 
pulsed with  loss,  entirely  coincides  with  the 
lieutenant  general  in  the  just  tribute  of  praise 
he  bestows  on  the  intrepid  valor  and  deiermi-, 
ned  discipline  evinced  by  the  troops  under -liis 
command,  as  detailed  in  the  district  general 
order  of  the  18th  inst.  which  his  exc  ellency  is 
’pleased  to  order  to  be  published  for  the  ge 
neral  information  of  the  troops  under  Ins  com- 
mand. (Signed)  EDW.  BAYNES, 

Adjt.  gen.  N.  A. 

Coptf  of  a letter  from  major-general  Jlrowi,  to  the  se- 
cretary of  roar,  tidied 

ILail-Quarttrs,  ramp  Fort  Erie,  Oet.  l£t,  1814. 

Sir— Looking  over  my.  official  account  of  die  bat- 
tle of  the  17th  till.  I find  that  the  names  of  the  re- 
giments which  composed  general  Miller’s  command, 
have  not  been  given.  As  I believe  it  even  more  im- 
portant to  distinguish  corps  than  individuals,  I am 
anxious  to  correct  the  mistake.  General  Miller  on 
viiat  day  commanded  the  remains  cf  the  9th  and  11th 
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infantry,  and  a detachment  of  the  19th.  Of  three 
field  officers  who  were  attached  to  them,  two  were 
severely  wounded;  liteutenanl-colonel  Aspinwall,  of 
the  9th,  gallantly  leading  his  men  to  the  attack  upon 
the  enemy’s  entrenchments  ; and  major  Trimble  of 
the  1.9th,  who  was  shot  within  their  works,  conduct- 
ing with  great  skill  and  bravery.  A detachment  of 
the  17th  regiment  was  attached  to  the  21st. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obd’t  serv’t. 

JACOB  CROWN. 

Hon.  sccrela't'y  of  ivar. 


Treasury  Report. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
dated 

Washington*  October  14,  1814. 
sir — The  committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  had  f 
under  their  consideration  the  support  of  public  cre- 
dit by  a system  of  taxation  more  extended  than  the 
one  heretofore  adopted.  They  have  determined  to 
suspend  proceeding  on  their  report  at  present  before 
the  house  of  representatives,  with  a view  to  afford 
you  an  Opportunity  of  sugggesting  any  other,  or  such 
additional  provisions  as  may  be  necessary  to  revive 
and  maintain  unimpaired  the  public  credit. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient, 

JOHN  W.  EPPE& 

Honorable  Mr.  Dallas , secretary  of  the  treasury. 

T1IE  ANSWER. 

Treasury  department  October  17,  1814 
sir — I have  . the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter,  elated  the  14-th  instant,  and  aware  of 
the  necessity  for  an  early  interposition  of  congress 
on  t in;  subject  to  which  it  relates,  1 proceed,  at  the 
moment  of  entering  upon  the  duties  of  office,  to  offer 
to  the  consideration  of  the  committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  an  answer  on  the  several  points  of  their  en- 
quiry. 

Contemplating  the  present  state  of  the  finances, 
it  is  obvious,  that  a deficiency  in  the  revenue,  and  a 
depreciation  in  the  public  credit,  exist  from  causes 
which  cannot  in  any  degree  be  ascribed,  either  to  the 
'Want  of  resources,  or  to  the  want  of  integrity  in  the 
nation.  Different  minds  will  conceive  different  opi- 
nions in  relation  to  some  of  those  causey  but  it  will i 
be  agreed  on  all  sides,  that  the  most  operative  have 
been  the  inadequacy  of  cur  system  of  taxation  to 
form  a foundation  for  public  credit;  and  the  absence 
even  from  that  system  of  the  means  which  are  best 
adapted  to  anticipate,  collect  and  distribute  the 
public  revenue. 

The  wealth  of  the  nation,  in  the  value  and  products 
of  its  soil,  in  ali  the  acquisitions  of  personal  property, 
and  in  all  the  varieties  of  industry,  remains  almost 
untouched  by  the  hand  of  government;  for,  the  na- 
tional faith,  and  not  the  national  wealth,  Has  hitherto 
been  the  principal  instrument  of  finance.  It  was  rea- 
sonable, however,  to  expect,  that  a period  must  occur 
in  the  course  of  a protracted  war,  when  confidence 
in  the  accumulating  public  engagements  could  only 
be  secured  by  an  active  demonstration,  both  of  ffie 
capacity  and  the  disposition  to  perform  them.  In 
the  present  state  of  the  treasury,  therefore,  it  is  a 
just  consolation  to  reflect,  that  a prompt  and  reso- 
lute application  of  the  resources  of  the  country  will 
effectually  relieve  from  every  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ment and  vindicate  the  fiscal  honor  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

Bat  it  would  be  vain  to  attempt  to  disguise,  and 
it  would  be  pernicious  to  palliate  the  difficulties 
which  are  now  to  be  overcome.  The  exigencies  of 
the  government  require  a supply  of  treasure  for  the 


prosecution  of  the  war,  beyond  any  amount  which  it 
would  be  politic,  even  if  it  were  practicable,  to  raise 
by  an  immediate  and  constant  imposition  of  taxes. 
There  must,  therefore,  be  a resort  to  credit,  for  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  supply.  But  the  public 
credit  is  at  this  juncture  so  depressed,  that  no  hope 
of  adequate  succor,  on  moderate  terms,  can  safely 
rest  upon  it.  Hence  it  becomes  the  object  first  and 
last  in  every  practical  scheme  of  finance,  to  re-anV- 
maAe  the  confidence  of  the  citizens;  and  to  impress 
on  the  mind  of  every  man,  who,  for  the  public  ac- 
count, renders  services,  furnishes  supplies,  or  ad- 
vances money,  a conviction  of  the  punctuality  as  well 
as  of  the  security  of  the  government.  It  is  no-,  to  be 
regarded,  indeed,  as  the  case  of  preserving  a credit 
which  has  never  been  impaired,but  rather  as  the  case 
of  rescuing  from  reproach  a credit  over  which  doubt 
and  apprehension  (not  the  less  injurious,  perhaps, 
because  they  are  visionary)  have  cast  an  inauspicious 
shade.  In  the  former  case,  the  ordinary  means  of 
raising  and  appropriating  the  revenue,  will  always  be 
sufficient;  but  in  the  latter  case,  no  exertion  can  be 
competent  to  attain  the  object,  which  does  not  quiet, 
iw  every  mind,  every  fear  of  future  loss  or  disap- 
pointment in  consequence,  of  trusting  to  the  pledges 
of  the  public  faith. 

The  condition  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
country  presents  another  copious  source  of  mischief 
and  embarrassment.  The  recent  exportations  of 
specie  have  considerably  diminished  the  fund  of  gold 
and  silver  coin;  and  another  considerable  portion  of 
that  fund  has  been  drawn,  by  the  timid  and  the  wary, 
from  the  use  of  the  community,  into  the  private  cot- 
ters of  individuals.  On  the  oilier  hand,  the  multi- 
plication of  banks  in  the  several  states  has  so  increas- 
ed the  quantity  of  paper  currency,  that  it  would  be 
difficult  to  calculate  its  amount;  and  still  more,  dif- 
ficult to  ascertain  its  value,  with  reference  to  the 
capital  on  which  it  has  been  issued.  But  the  benefit 
of  even  this  paper  currency  is  in  a great  measure  lost, 
as  the  suspension  of  payments  in  specie  at  most  of 
the  banks  has  suddenly  broken  the  chain  of  accom- 
modation, that  previously  extended  the  credit  and 
the  circulation  of  the  notes  which  were  emitted  in 
one  state  into  every  state  in  the  union.  It  may  in 
general  be  affirmed,  therefore,  that  there  exists  at 
this  time  no  adequate  circulating  medium  common 
to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  monied 
transactions  of  private  lifo  are  at  a stand;  and  the 
fiscal  operations  of  government  labor  with  extreme 
inconvenience.  It  is  impossible  that  such  a state  of 
things  should  be  long  endured;  but  let  it  be  fairly 
added,tiiat  With  legislative  aid  it  is  not  necessarythat 
the  endurance  should  be  long.  Under  favorable  cir- 
cumstances, and  to  a limited  extent,  an  emission  of 
treasury  notes  would,  probably,  afford  relief;  but 
treasury  notes  are  an  expensive  and  precarious  sub- 
stitute, either  for  coin  or  for  bank  notes,  charged  as 
they  are  with  a growing  interest,  productive  of  no 
countervailing  profit,  or  emolument,  and  exposed  to 
every  breath  of  popular  prejudice  or  alarm.  The  es- 
tablishment of  a national  institution,  operating  upon 
credit  combined  with  capital,  and  regulated  by  pru- 
dence and  good  faith,  is,  after  all,  the  only  efficient 
remedy  for  the  disordered  condition  of  our  circula- 
ting medium.  While  accomplishing  that  object,  too, 
there  \yill  be  found,  under  the  auspices  of  such  an  in- 
stitution, a safe  depository  for  the  public  treasure, 
and  a constant  auxiliary  to  the  public  credit.  But 
whether  the  issues  of  a paper  currency  proceed  from 
the  national  treasury  or  a national  bank,  the  accep- 
tance of  the  paper  in  a course  of  payments  and  re- 
ceipts must  be  forever  optional  with  the  citizens.  T he 
extremity  of  that  day  cannot  be  anticipated,  when  a ny 
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honest  and  enlightened  statesman  wdl  again  ventur 
upon  the  desperate  expedient  of  a tendei  > ’ 

From  this  painful,  but  necessary  de, vehement  ot 

existing  evils  we  pass  with  hope  and  conWtnce,toa 
more  specific  consideration  of  the  measures  rom 

which  relief  may  be  certainly  and  speedily  del  ived. 

Remembering  always,  that  the  objec  P 

vemment  ore  to  place  the  public  c.eJit  upon  a solid 
•ami  durable  foundation;  to  provide  a revenue  com 
mensurate  with  the  demands  of  a war  expenditure, 
and  to  remove  from  the  treasury  an  mimwl  ale  pi  es- 

viire  the  following  propositions  are  submitted  totne 

committee^  with  every  sentiment  of  deference  and 
respect. 

PROPOSITIONS. 

I.  It  is  proposed,  that  during  the  war,  and  until 
the  claims  contemplated  by  the  proposition  are  com- 
pletely satisfied,  or  extinct,  there  shall  be  annually 
raised  by  taxes,  duties,  imports  and  excises,  a tund 
for  these  purposes 


per  cent  stock  issued  since  the  declaration  of  war,  and  trea- 
sury notes,  in  the  proportion  of  one-fifth  in  treasury  notes, 
anil  three  fifths  in  six  per  cent  stock. 

3.  That  the  subscriptions  of  corporations,  companies  and  individu- 
als, shall  he  paid  at  the  following  periods: 

20  dollars  on  each  share,  to  be  paid  at  the  time  of 
subscribing,  iu  gold  or  silver  coin,  1,200,000 

40  dollars  on  each  share,  to  he  paid  in  gold  or  silver 
coin,  one  month  after  the  subscription,  2,40C,CC* 

40  dollars  on  eaclf»*hare,  in  two  months  after  the 
subscription,  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  2,iCO,f)00 


100  dolls.  specie  6,000,000 

100  dollars  on  each  share,  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  or 
iu  six  per  cent  stock,  or  in  treasury  notes,  at- 
cording  to  the  preceding  appointments  to  be 
paid  at  the  time  of  subscribing  6,000,000 

ISO  dollars  on  each  share,  to  be  paid  in  like  manner, 

in  two  months  after  subscribing  9,000,000 

150  dollars  on  each  share,  to  be  paid  in  like  manner, 

in  three  mouths  after  subscribing  9,000,000 


1.  For  the  support  of  government. 


dolls.  1,500,000 


3,500,000 


4.320.000 

7.100.000 


280,000 


30,000,000 


2.  For  die  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt 

, existing  before  the  declaration  of  war,  and  payable 

according  to  the  contract,  , 

3.  For  the  interest  of  the  public  debt  contracted,  ana 

to  be  contracted,  by  loans,  or  otherwise,  trom  tr*e 
commencement  to 'the  termination  of  the  war  cal- 
culated upon  an  annual  principal  ol  72  millions  ot 
dollars.  . , . „„ 

4.  For  the  payment  of  treasury  notes,  with  the  ac- 
cruing interest,  , 

5.  For  the  payment  of  debentures  to  be  issued  (as  is 

hereafter  proposed)  for  liquiilated  balances,  due  to 
individuals,  on  account  ot  services  or  supplies,  au- 
thorised by  law,  but  either  not  embraced  by  a spe- 
cific appropriation,  or  exceeding  die  sum  appro- 
priated, . 

6.  For  a current  addition  to  the  sums  raised  by  loan, or 

issues  of  treasury  notes,  towards  detrajing  the 
general  expenses  of  the  war,  . . , 

7.  For  die  gradual  establishment  of  a sinking  tund, 
to  extinguish  the  debt  incurred  during  the  war,  . 

8.  For  a contingent  fund,  to  meet  sudden  and  occasi- 
onal demands  upon  the  treasury, 


dolls.  21,000,000 

II.  It  is  proposed,  that  during  the  War,  and  until 
the  claims  contemplated  by  the  preceding  proposi- 
tion are  completely  satisfied,  or  rather  adequate 
funds  shall  be  provided  and  substituted  by  law, 
there  shall  be  annually  raised,  by  the  means  here 
specified,  the  following  sums: 

1.  By  the  customs  (which  cannot  he  safely  estimated, 
during  tlie  war,  at  a higher  product) 

2.  By  the  existing  internal  duties, 

3.  By  the  existing  direct  tax, 

4.  By  the  sales  of  public  lands  (which  cannot  he  safely 
estimated,  during  the  war,  at  a higher  product) 

5.  By  an  addition  to  the  existing  direct  tax  of  100 
per  cent, 

6.  By  an  addition  of  100  per  cent  on  the  present  auc- 
tion duties, 

7.  By  au  addition  of  100  per  cent  on  the  existing  du- 
ties upon  carriages, 

8.  By  an  addition  of  50  per  cent  on  the  existing  duties 
on  licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquors  and 
foreign  merchandise, 

9.  By  an  addition  of  ICO  per  cent  on  the  existing  rate 
ofpostage 

10.  By  the  proceeds  of  the  new  duties  specified  in  the 
annexed  schedule,  marked  A.  making  in  the  aggre- 
gate, 


4,C30,0C0 

2.700.000 

2.500.000 

800,000 

2.850.000 

150.000 

200.000 

500,000 

500,000 


7,000,000 


dots.  21,000,030 

III.  It  is  proposed,  that  a national  bank,  shall  be 
incorporated  for  a term  of  twenty  years,  to  be  esta- 
blished at  Philadelphia,  with  a power  to  erect  offi- 
ces of  discount  and  deposit  elsewhere,  upon  the 
following  principles: 

3.  That  the  capital  of  the  bank  shaM  be  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  to 
be  divided  iuto  100,000  shares  of  five  hundred  dollars  each. 
Three  fifths  of  the  capital,  being  60,00Q  shares,  amounting  to 
30,000,000  of  dollars,  to  be  subscribed  by  [Corporations,  companies 
or  individuals:  and  tw  o fifths  of  the  capital,  being  -10,000  shares, 
amounting  to  20,000,000  of  dollars,  to  be  subscribed  by  the  U. 
States. 

2.  That  the  subscriptions  of  corporations,  companies  and  indi- 
viduals, shall  be  paid  for  in  the  following  manner: 

One  fifth  part,  or  6,000,000,  in  gold  or  silver  coin. 

Jour-fifth  parts,  or  24, 003,000,  infold  or  silver  coin,  or  in  sbs 


4.  That  the  subscription  of  the  United  States  shall  be  paid  in  six 
per  cent  stock,  at  the  same  periods  and  in  the  same  proportions 
as  tlie  payments  of  private  subscriptions,  in  stock  and  treasury 
notes. 

3.  That  the  United  States  may  substitute  six  per  cent  stock,  for  tlie 
amount  of  tlie  treasury  notes  subscribed  by  corporations,  com- 
panies and  individuals,  as  the  notes  respectively  become  due  and 
payable. 

6.  That  the  bank  shall  loan  to  the  United  States  30,000,000,  at  an 
interest  of  six  pur  cent,  at  such  periods,  and  iu  such  sums,  as  shall 
be  tound  mutually  convenient. 

7.  That  no  part  of  the  public  stock,  constituting  a portion  of  the 
capital  of  the  bank,  sliall  lie  sold  during  the  (w  ar;  nor  at  any  sub- 
sequent time,  for  less  than  liar;  nor  at  any  time  to  an  amount 
exceeding  one  moiety,  \v  ithoiit  tbe  consent  of  congress. 

S.  That  provision  shall  be  made  for  protecting  the  bunk  notes  from 
forgery;  for  limiting  the  issuu  of  bank  notes;  and  ibr  receiving 
them  in  all  payments  to  tlie  United  States. 

9.  Thai  the  capital  of  the  hank,  its  notes,  deposits,  dividends,  or 
profits  (its  real  estate  only  excepted.)  shall  not  be  subject  to  tax- 
ation by  the  U.  States  or  by  any  individual  state. 

10.  That  110  other  bank  shall  be  established  by  congress,  during 
the  term  for  which  the  national  bank  is  incorporated. 

11.  That  tlie  national  haul;  shall  be  governed  by  fifteen  directors, 
being  resident  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  stockholders, 
Tlie  president  of  the  United  States  shall  annually  name  five  di- 
rectors, and  designate  one  of  the  five  to  be  the  president  of  the 
bank.  The  other  directors  shall  be  annually  chosen  by  the  qua- 
lified stockholders,  in  person  or  by  proxy,  if  resident  within  the 
United  States,  voting  upon  a scale  graduated  according  to  the 
number  of  shares  which  they  respectively  hold.  The  cashier 
and  other  officers  of  the  bank  to  be  appointed  as  is  usual  in  simi- 
lar institutions. 

12*  That  the  directors  of  the  national  bank  shall  appoint  seven  pei> 
sons,  one  of  whom  to  preside,  as  the  managers  of  each  office  of 
discount  and  deposit,  and  one  person  to  he  the  cashier. 

13.  That  the  general  powers,  privileges,  and  regulations  of  the 
hank,  shall  be  the  same  as  are  usual  in  similar  institutions;  but 
with  this  special  provision,  that  the  general  accounts  shall  be 
subject  to  tlie  inspection  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

IV.  It  is  proposed,  that,  afle.r  having'  thus  provided 
for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest  upon  every 
denomination  of  public  debt;  for  raising  annually  a 
portion  of  the  annual  expense,  by  taxes;  for  esta- 
blishing a sinking  fund,  in  relation  to  the  new  debt, 
as  well  as  in  relation  to  the  old  debt;  and  for  secur- 
ing to  the  public  the  efficient  agency  of  a national 
bank;  the  only  remaining  object  of  supply  shall  be 
accomplished  by  annual  loans,  and  issues  of  trea- 
sury notes,  if,  unexpectedly,  such  issues  should  con- 
tinue to  be  necessary  or  expedient. 

1.  The  amount  of  annual  expenditure  during  the  war, 
exceeding  the  sums  provided  for,  does  not  admit  of 
a prospective  estimate  beyond  the  year  1815;  but 
tor  that  year  it  may  be  estimated  with  sufficient  ac- 
curacy for  the  general  purposes  of  the  present  com- 
munication, at  dolFs.  28,000,003 


3.  Then  for  the  year  1815,  an  additional  provision  must 
be  made,  authorising  a loan  anil  the  issue  of  treasu- 
ry notes,  to  an  equal  amount  dolls.  28,000,000' 


V.  It  is  proposed  that  accounts  for  authorised  ex- 
pences  being  duly  stated  and  settled,  a certificate 
bt*  debenture  shall  issue  to  the  accountant  specifying 
the  balance;  and  that  in  all  cases  where  there  lias 
been  no  specific  appropriation,  or  the  claim  exceeds 
the  amount  of  the  sum  appropriated,  the  balance 
shall  bear  an  interest  of  3 per  cent,  until  provision 
is  made  by  law  for  paying  the  amount. 

VI,  And  finally,  it  is  proposed  to  relieve  the  trea-. 


ing  NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  27,  1814 


surv  from,  an  immediate  pressure,  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  the  'following'  si  itement: 

1,  Tho  amount  o'  demands,  upon  the  treasury  (ex* 
clusively  or  balances  of  appropriations  for  former 
years  unsatisfied)  was  stated  in  the  report  of  the 
lav;  sorrrtHVy  ofthe  treasury, of.  the  22d  ofSepteni- 


vy 

bv  r,  IS  I i,  to  be  on  the  30th  of  June, 


2.  The  Recounts  of  the  third  quarter  of  191  , are  not 
yet  made  up,  and  the  precisi  sums  paid  <!uringthat 
quarter  cannot  now  be  ascertained;  but  they  amount 


27,576,391  19 


8,400,000 


to  nearly, 

Leaving  to  be  paid  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1814.  dis.  19,176,391  19 


3.  This  balance,  payable  during  the  4lh  quarter  of  1814,  consists 
of  the  following  items: 

Givi),  diplomatic  and  miscellaneous 
expencrs, about  353,292  99 

Military,  about  8,792,6 '8 

Naval,  about  2,381,010  97 

Publie,  debt,  about  7,6  8,419  3 


dolls.  19.176,391  19 


4.  Tire  existing .provisions  by  law  for  the  payment  of  this  balance 
of  dolls.  19,176,391  19,  may  be  stated  as  follows: 

The  act  of  the  2 Jth  of  March,  814,  authorised  a loan 
for  25,000,0*  0 

The  act  of  the  4th  of  March,  1814,  authorised  an  issue 


of  treasury  notes  for 


5,00^,000 


Under  these  authorities  there  have 
been  borrowed  on  loan,  about  13,895,000 

There  has  been  sent  to  Europe  in  6 

per  cent  stock  6,000,000 

Tin  re  has  been  issued  in  treasury 

note’s  3,504,000 


dolls.  30,000,000 


20,399,000 


dolls*  9,601,000 


There  remains  therefore  an  nnese* 
co  ted  authority  to  burrow  8.105,000 

To  issue  treasury  notes  1, 496,000 


9,601,000 


The  demands  of  the  fourtli  quarter  being  then 
There  > i ay  b< applied  to  mu  t them, 
the  revenue  accruing  duri  ig  the 
quarter  fro’ I*  all  sources,  about  2,900,000 

Also,  payments  to  be  made  on  ac- 
count of  loans  already  contracted 
tor,  according  to  the  authority  a- 
bove  slated,  about 


2,500,600 


19,176,391  19 


5,400,900 


Leaving  a balance  to  be  provided  for 

By  the  authority  remaining  to  bor- 
row 

By  the  authority  remaining  to  issue 
"treasury  notes 

By  an  additional  authority  to  be 
granted  by  law  to  borrow,  and  to 
issue  treasury  notes 


dolls.  13,776,391  19 


8,105,000 


4,175,391  19 


dolls.  13.776,891  19 


These  estimates, Jhowever,  it  will  be  observed,, are 
made, with  a view,  simply,  to  the  appropriations  by 
l.uv  for  the  expences  of  the  year  1814;  and.  do  not  em- 
brace a provision  to' satisfy  balances  of  appropriations 
made- -or  the  expences  of  preceding  years  which  have 
not  been  called  for  at  the  treasury.  But  it  will,  pro- 
bably, be  deemed  expedient  to  make  such  provision 
by mxi endirg  the  new  authority  to  borrow  from  the 
above  balance,  to  6,OpC,OOC.  If  the  6 per  cent,  stock 
which  hasbeen  sent  to  Europe  should  be  tljere  dis 


claims  and  demands  upon  the  public, must  be  regard- 
ed as  immediately  applying  to  the  year  1815.  In 
every  subsequent  year  there  will  necessarily  be  some 
variation:  as,  for  instance,  the  item  of  interest  on  the 
old  debt  will  annually  sink,  while  the  item  of  interest 
on  1 he  new  debt  will  annually  rise  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war. 

The  items  for  annually  raising  a portion  of  the 
public  expences  by  taxes,  and  for  applying  to  the 
new  debt  a sinking  fund  (gradually  increasing,  until 
it  becomes  commensurate  to  its  object)  are  essential 
features  in  the  plan  suggested,  with  a view  to  the  re- 
vival and  maintenance  of  public  credit.  The  extin- 
guishment of  the.  old  debt  is  already  in  rapid  opera- 
tion by  the  wise  precaution  of  a similar  institution. 

2.  The  second  proposition  will,  doubtless,  generate 
many  and  very  various  objections.  The  endeavor  has 
been  however,  to  spread  the  general  amount  of  the 
taxes  over  a wide  surface  with  a hand  as  light  and 
equal' as  is  consistent  with  convenience  in  the  process, 
arid  certainty  in  the  result. 

All  the  opportunities  of  observation,  and  all  the 
meafis  of  information  that  have  been  possessed  leave 
no  doubt  upon  the  disposition  of  the  people  to  con- 
tribute generously  for  relieving  the  necessities  of 
iheir  country;  and  it  has  been  thought  unworthy  of 
that  patriotic  disposition  to  dwell  upon  scanty  means 
of  supply,  or  short  lived  expedients.  Whenever  the 
war  shall  he  happily  terminated  in  an  honorable 
P'-ace,  and  the  treasury  shall  be  again  replenished 
by  the  tributary  streams  of  commerce,  it  will  be  at 
once  a duty  and  a pleasure  to  recommend  an  allevia- 
tion, if  not  an  entire  exoneration  of  the  burthens 
which  necessarily  fall  at  present  upon  the  agricul- 
culture  and  manufactures  of  the  nation. 

3.  In  making  a proposition  for  the  establishment  of 
a national  bank,  I cannot  be  insensible  to  the  high  au- 
thority of  the  names  which  have  appealed  in  opposi- 
tion to  that  measure  upon  constitutional  grounds. 

It  would  be  presumptuous  to  conjecture  that  the 
sentiments  which  actuated  the  opposition  have  pas- 
sed awayi  and  yet  it  would  be  denying  to  experience 
a great  practical  advantage,  were  we  to  suppose  that 
a difference  of  times  and  circumstances  would  not 
produce  a corresponding  difference  in  the  opinions 
of  the  wisest,  as  well  as  of  the  purest  men.  But  in 
the  present  case,_a  change  of  private  opinion  is  not 
material  to  the  success  of  the  proposition  for  esta- 
blishing a national  bank.  In  the  administration  of 
human  affairs,  there  must  be  a period  when  discus- 
sion shall  cease  and  decision  shall  become  absolute. 
A diversity  of  opinion  may  honorably  survive  the 
contest;  but,  upon  the  genuine  principles  of  a repre- 
sentative government,  the  opinion  of  the  majority 
can  alone  lie  carried  into  action.  The  judge  who 
dissents  from  the  majority  of  the  bench,  changes  not 
his  opinion,  but  performs  bis  duty,  when  he  enforces 
the  judgment  of  the  court,  although  it  is  contrary  to 
his  own  convictions.  An  oath  to  support  the  consti- 
tution and  the  laws,  is  not,  therefore,  an  oath  to  sup-* 
port  them  under  all  circumstances,  according  to  the 
opinion  of  the  individnal  Who  takes  it,  but  it  is,  em- 
phatically, an  oath  to  support  them  according  to  the 
interpretat  ion  of  the  legit  mate  authorities.  For  the 
i erroneous  decisions  of  a court  of  law,  there  is  the  re- 


posed of,  it  will  form  an  item  in  the  estimates  of  the  (|ress  cf  a censorial,  as  well  as  of  an  appellate  juris- 
ensuing  3 ear.  i diction:  over  an  act,  founded  upon  an  exposition  of 


As  a portion  of  the  amount  to  be  provided  during 
the  present  quarter,  consists  of  treasury  notes  which 
will  soon  he  due,  it  will  be  adviseable  to  make  them 
receivable  in  subscriptions  to  the  loan. 

It  is  proper  to  accompany  these  propositions  with 
ja  few  explanatory  remarks.  * 

1.  The  first  proposition  contemplates  a permanent 


the  constitution,  made  by  the  legislative  department 
of  the  government,  but  alleged  to  be  incorrect,  we 
have  seen  the  judicial  department  exercise  a reme- 
dial power.  And  even  if  all  the  departments,  legis- 
lative, executive,  and  judicial,  should  concur  in  the 
exercise  of  a power,  which  is  either  thought  to  trans- 
cend the  constitutional  trust, or  to  operate. injuriously 


m stem;  but  the  estimate  of  the  particular  items  of  upon  the  community,  the  case  is  still  Within  the  reach. 
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of  a competent  control,  through  the  medium  of  eh  | the  still-  to  be  talt-n  off,  and  30  cents 
1 tie  iirann  the*  nvrtnntiit'.Gt  . I pel’  gallon  to  be  laid  on  the  liquor.  For 


amendment  to  the  constitution,  upon  the  proposition 
not  onlvr  of  congress,  but  of  the  several  states.  YV  hen  I 
therefore,  we  have  marked  the  existence  of  a national ! 


the  present  estimate,  it  is  taken  at  25 


cents  per  gallon 


bank  for  a period  of  twenty  years,  with  all  the  sane-  j 2.  On  porter,  ale  and  strong  be  er,  2 cents 
tions  of  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  ati-j  per  gallon,  computed  on  6,000,0b  gal- 
thorities;  when  we  have  seen  the  dissolution  of  onei  Ions 

institution,  and  heard  a loud  and  continued  call  for  3.  On  manufactured  tobacco  and  snuff,  a- 
the  establishment  of  another;  when  under  these  veraged  at  5 cents  per  pound,  and  com- 
puted on  ten  million  pounds 
4.  On  leather  of  various  kinds,  averaged  at 
3 cents  per  . pound,  and  computed  on 
twenty  million  pounds 


£6,000,000 


circumstances,  neither  congress,  nor  the  several 
states,  have  resorted  to  the  power  of  amendment; 
can  it  be  deemed  a violation  of  the  right  of  pri- 
vate opinion,  to  consider  the  constitutionality  of  a 


national  bank,  as  a question  forever  settled  and  at;  5.  On  pig-iron  at  £l  50  per  ton  computed 

on  300,000  tons 

6.  On  paper,  at  various  rates,  averaging? 
per  cent  on  the  value  of  the  article,  com- 
puted on  the  annual  manufacture  of  the 
value  of  2,000,000  dollars 

7.  On  playing  cards,  at  25  cents  per  pack 
computed  on  400,000  packs 

8.  On  counsellors  and  attorn ies  at  law,  pro- 
cess in  suite  at  law  and  equity,  proceed- 
ings ip  admiralty,  arbitrations  and  re- 
ferences, and  other  legal  proceedings  in 
the  courts  of  the  U.  S tates 

9.  On  conveyances,  mortgages  and  other 
contracts-  relating  to  real  estate 


rest? 

Hut,  after  all,  I should  not  merit  the  confidence, 
which  it  will  be  mV  ambition  to  acquire,  if  I were 
to  suppress  the  declaration  of  an  opinion,  that,  in 
these  t imes,  the  establishment  of  a national  bank 
will  not  only  be  useful  in  promoting  the  general  wel- 
fare, but  that  it  is  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
jnfoexecu'jou  some  of  the  most  important  powers 
constitutionally  vested  in  the' government. 

Upon  the  principles'  and  regulation^  of  the  nation- 
al b ok,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  remark,  that  they 
will  be  best  urtfolded  in  the  form  of  a bill,  which 
sha  l b immediately  prepared.  A compound  capi- 
tal is  suggested,  with  a design  equally  to  accomo- 
date  -the  subscribers,  and  to  aid  the  general  mea- 
sures, far  the  revival  of  public'credit ; b«t  the  pro- 
portions of  'specie,  and  stock  may  be  varied,  if  the 
scarcity  of  coin  should  render  it  expedient , yet  not 
in  so  great  a degree,  as  to  prevent  an  early'  com- 
mencement of  the  money  operations  of  the  institu- 
tion. 

4.  The  estimates  of  receipts,  from  the  establish- 
ed sources  of  revenue,  and  from  the  proposed  new 
duties;  and  the  estimates  of  expenditures,  on  all 
the  objects  contemplated  in  the  present  communi- 
cation ; have  been  made  upon  a call  so  sudden,  and 
upon  materials  so  scattered.  Unit  it  is  not  intended 
to  claim  a perfect  reliance  on  their  accuracy.  ’ They 


120,000 


500,000 


600,000 

450,000 


175.000 

100.000 

300.000 

250.000 


£8,495,000 

The  sum  to  be  raised  by  new  taxes,  ac- 
cording to  the  estimates  of  the  secreta- 
ry’s letter,  is  7,000,000 

Leaving  a surplus  fin*  the  expenses  of  col- 
lection and  errors  in  the\stimate  of  1,405,000 


Congress  of  the  United  States. 

IN  SENATE. 

October  21.  Mr.  German  submitted  for  consider- 

however,  believed  to  be  sufficiently  accurate  tot?*0"  =>  motion  lho.t  it  would  be  expedient  to  divide 

i _i.._  r__  *1 1 the  whole  militia  of  the  Umteci  States  into  classes 

from  No.  1 to  10,  to  be  liable  to  be  called  into  ser- 


are. 

illustrate  and  support  the  general  plan,  for  the  revi 

val  of,  the  public  credit,  the  establishment  of  a per- , . . . . , 0 

manent  system  of  revenue,  and  the  removal  of  the  ViCe  \TIVFS 

immediate  pressure  on  the  treasury.  ' HOUSE  1L..I  W>LN  1 AT  1\  ES. 

Upon  the  whole,  sir,  I have  freely  and  openly  as-  L October  U.  1 he  committee  appointed 

sumed  the -responsibility  of  the  station  in  which  I for  t!‘e  Piir?ose>  rfP°/led  a b,U  fof  a temporary  re- 
tiavro  +iir»  tim,/M.  bn  i «... in  oval  or  the  seat  ot  government.  Winch  beimr 


have  the  honor  to  be  placed.  But  conscious  of  the 
imperfections  of  the  judgment  that  dictates  the  an- 
swer to  the  important  enquiries  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  [ derive  the  highest  satisfaction 
from  reflecting,  that  the  honor  and  safety  of  1 he 
nation,  for  war,  or  for  peace,  depend  on  the  wis- 
dom, patriotism,  and  fortitude  of  congress,  during,  r . . . . - , 

l imes  which  imperiously  demand  a display  of  u,„  “ j sense  of  congress  of  tl,e<  ec,s,ve  victory  ol, to 
qualities  in  the  exercise  of  the tcgislative.uthority. ! on  b.ke  Ghamplain,  were 
I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  A.  J.  DALLAS. 

J.  W.  Eppes,  Esq.  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means. 

A. 

Schedule  of  new  taxes  re  ferred  to  in  the  letters  o f the 


read,  was  after  debate  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  resolutions  tributary 
to  the  merits  of  general  Brown  and  others — ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading — (they  passed 
the  next  day  unanimously.') 

Th*  resolutions  from  the  senate  expressive  of  the 

iued  by 
c taken 

up,  and  also  passed  unanimously. 

[ These  two  setts  of  resolutions  shall  be  preserved 
in  the  Itegister.} 

Friday , October  14.  Some  minor  business  being 
done,  t he  house  received  a message  from  theprt  sklent 
the  doors  were  closed  and  opened  again  at  half  past 


treasury  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Ways  j two  o’clock,  when  it  appeared,  that  the  message  em- 
and  Jfeans,  in  which  the  taxes  proposed  in  the  re- j braced  the  instructions  to  our  ministers  in  Europe, 
port  oj  the  committee  t&thc  House  of  Representatives  . which,  with  the  exception  of  a few  passages,  were 
on  the  IQth  hist. principally  adopted.  | ordered  to  be  printed.  (See  last  No.) 

1.  On  spirits  distilied  from  domestic  or  fo-  j The  bill  for  a temporary  removal  of  the  seat  of 

| government  was  laid  over  lor  the  next  day. 

Saturday , October  15.  After  some  business— 


reign  materials  25  cents  per  gallon,  com- 
puted on  24,000,000  gallons;  provided 
the  present  tax  on  the  capacity  of  the 
still  should  be  continued.  2f  it  is 
thought  best  to  lay  the  tax  entirely  on 
liquor,  then  the  lax  on  the  capacity  of. 


i Mr.  Grosvenor , of  A0  T.  said  it  would  be  recollect- 
ed the  president,  in  his  message  to  congress  at  the 
j commencement  of  the  last  session,  informed  the 
1 House  that  the  commanding  general  of  lire  Cana- 
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das  had  selected  a number  of  American  prisoners  of 
war,  and  sent  them  over  to  England  in  close  con- 
finement; and  that  on  that  act  a system  of  retalia- 
tion had  been  commenced.  It  would  be  recollect- 
ed, also,  that  towards  the  close  of  the  session,  in 
consequence  of  a resolution  passed  by  the  senate,  a 
statement  was  given  of  the  situation  of  the  prisoners 
sent  to  England,  and  of  those  who  as  hostages  had 
been  confined  on  either  side.  Many  publications 
since  made  in  the  public  prints  tended  to  shew  that 
the  difficulty  on  this  head  had  been  settled — how, 
•was  not  known.  He  deemed  it  all  important  that 
the  public  should  know  on  what  principles  it  had 
been  settled.  With  that  view  he  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved , That  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  house,  if  iu  his  opinion 
it  will  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  public  welfare, 
all  communications  to  or  from  the  government  of 
England  or  her  agents  not  heretofore  communicated, 
relative  to  the  commencement  and  progress  of  the 
acts  of  retaliation  founded  on  or  produced  by  the 
conduct  of  the  British  commander  in  Canada  in 
selecting  and  sending  to  Great  Britain  for  trial  a 
number  of  individuals  taken  prisoners  of  war  from 
the  American  army;  also  any  information  he  may 
have  in  his  possession  relative  to  the  present  condi- 
tion  of  such  individuals. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  debate  or 
opposition,  and  a committee  ordered  to  be  appointed 
to  present  the  same  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States. 

A report  was  received  from  the  commissioner  of 
the  revenue,  in  compliance  with  a resolution  passed 
the  House,  on  the  10th  inst.  embracing  tiie  amount 
of  assessments  and  collections  of  direct  tax,  and  of 
internal  duties  collected. 

The  bill  to  remove  the  seat  of  government  was  then 
taken  up,  the  question  being  put,  “shall  the  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  the  third  time  Vy  and  decided 
&.s  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Baylies,  of  Mass.  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell, 
Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Condief,  Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  of  N.  J» 
Creighton,  Crouch,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Penn.  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Ely,  F;sk,of  N. . Y*  Geddes, of  N.  Y.  Gourdin,  Grosvenor, 
Hashrouckj  Hurlbert,  Ingersoll,  Irwin,  Jackson,  of,  It.  I.  Kent  of 
IN.  Y.  King  of  Mass.  Law,  Lpvett,  Miller,  Moflitt.  Moseley,  MarkeJl, 
Oakley,  Orinsby,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  Jului 
Heed,  Rea  of  Plnji.  Rich, ' R.uggles,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Sharp,, 
Sherwood,  Slripherd,  Skinner,  Smith,  of  N.  Y.  Stockton,  Stur- 
ges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson,  of  N.  Y.  Udree,  Vose,  Ward, 
of  Mass.  Ward  of  K.  J.  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox  of  N.  II.  and 
Winter— 74. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer.  Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Eayly 
of  Vir.  Bowen,  Burwell,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clop  too,  Comstock, 
Crawford.  Culpepper,  Cuthbevt,  Dana,  Earl,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow, 
lEindky,  Fisk  of  Vt.  Forney,  Forsythe,  Frankliu,  Gaston,  Ghol- 
son,  Glasgow,  Goldsborougu,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hanson,  Har- 
ris, Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins,  of  X.  Y.  Hubbard,  of  Mass. 
Humphreys,  Huugerfonl,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Vjrg>  Johnson,  of 
Tirg.  Johnson  of  Ky.  Kennedy, Kent,  of  Mil.  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King, 
of  N.  C.  L<  flerts,  Lewis,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Maeon,  M’Cuy,  M’Kee, 
M’Kim,  M’Lean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker, 
Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Ten.  Ringgold,  Roaue, 
3‘lobertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Virg.  Stanford,  Strong,  Stuart, 
Tamr  hil,  Telfair,  Troup,  White,  Wilson  of  Penn.  Wright  and 
Yancey.— 83. 

[Yeas  74,  Kays  83.  Absent  on  this  vote,  Mr.  An- 
derson from  indisposition;  Messrs  Caperton,  Ing- 
ham, Murfree  on  leave;  Messrs.  Breckenridge,  Cal- 
houn, Davis  pf  Mass.  Hale,  Hopkins,  of  N.  Y.  How- 
ell, Kilboum,  Reed,  Uidgely,  Sheffey,  Smith  of 
Venn.  Tallmadge,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Mass,  and 
Wood,  who  have  not  attended  at  the  present  session.] 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  bill  should  nol 
be  engrossed  for  a third  reading;  in  other  words, 
that  it  should  be  rejected.  Adjourned. 

Monday,  October  17.  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Va.  made 
a motion  to  print  two  thousand  additional  copies  of 
the  instructions  to  pm*  ministers  to  treat  of  peace  in 
Europe. 


Mr.  Grosvenor , of  N.  Y.  moved  to  amend  the  said 
motion  so  a9  to  print  these  instructions  entire,  as 
received  from  the  president,  (that  is,  including  the 
few  passages  not  deemed  proper  for  publication.) 

The  Speaker  feeling  a difficulty  in  receiving  this 
motion  under  present  circumstances — 

Mr.  Gi'osvenor  required  the  galleries  to  be  clear- 
ed, and  strangers  were  excluded  accordingly. 

The,  doors  remained  closed  for  two  hours;  when 

It  appeared  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Grosvenor 
was  rejected,  and  that  of  Mr.  Jackson  was  agreed  to% 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  authorising  the 
purchase  of  Mr.  Jefferson’s  library;  but  rose  with- 
out making  a decision. 

Tuesday,  October  18.  Mr.  Lewis,  of  Va.  present- 
ed the  memorial  of  a number  of  inhabitants  of  A- 
lexundria,  stating  their  indignant  surprize  at  the 
slanders  in  circulation  respecting  that  city,  and 
praying  a full  and  fair  examination  by  congress  of 
their  conduct  during  the  last  visit  pf  the  enemy  to 
that  town.  The  memorial  was  read  and  referred. 

After  much  talking  and  debate,  which  at  one  time 
was  so  animated  as  to  be  checked  by  the  speaker, 
the  resolution  to  purchase  Mr.  Jefferson's  library, 
(with  an  ernendment  requiring  th  .t  the  agreement 
to  purchase  should  be  ratified  by  congress  before  it 
should  be  binding)  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

A letter  was  this  day  received  from  Mr.  Dallas 
(the  new  secretary  of  the  treasury)  that  excited 
great  attention.  The  following  brief  outline  of  its 
contents  is  copied  from  the  JVational  Intelligencer— 
the  entire  letter  is  inserted  in  page  104,  et  seq. 

“The  present  wants  of  the  nation,  the  inadequacy 
of  its  present  means  of  defraying  them',  and  the  de- 
preciation of  the  public  credit,  are  frankly  exposed;, 
the  necessity  for  a prompt  application  of  a remedy  is 
suited,  tiie  extensive  resources  of  the  nation  deve- 
loped, and  the  remedy  which  he  approves  is  pre- 
sented in  strong  lines.  The  two  principal  features 
are,  1.  A considerable  increase  of  the  present  direct 
and  internal  taxes,  and  the  imposition  of  additional 
internal  taxes  calculated  to  produce  seven  or  eight 
millions  a year,  in  order  with  the  proceeds  of  the 
present  revenue  to  establish  a solid  basis  which  will 
support  the  public  faith  in  unbroken  strength.  2.  A 
boH  recommendation  of  the  establishment  (at  Phi- 
ladelphia) of  a national  bank,  of  a capital  of  fifty 
millions  of  dollars,  two  thirds  of  the  capital  to  be 
subscribed  by  individuals,  the  remainder  by  the  U. 
States — payments  on  the  stock  to  be  made  partly  in 
specie,  partly  in  stock  of  the  United  States  at  6 
per  cent,  &c.— the  bank  to  be  obliged  by  law  to 
loan  to  the  United  States,  when  required,  at  an  in- 
terest of  six  per  cent,  any  sum  not  exceeding  thirty 
millions  of  dollars.  Such  are  the  most  prominent 
features  of  this  important  report” 

Wednesday,  October  19.  The  resolution  respecting 
tiie  purchase  of  Mr.  Jefferson’s  library  was  passed’ 
Another,  presenting  the  thanks  of  congress  to  capt. 
Warrington,  fyc.  of  the  Peacock,  for  the  capture  of 
the  Epervier,  was  passed  unanimously.  Progress 
was  made  in  other  business  which  shall  be  noticed 
as  it  comes  to  maturity. 

Thurclay , October  20.  A committee  was  raised  for 
the  purpose  of  enquiring  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
pairing or  rebuilding,  the  capital,  president’s  house, 
&c.  burnt  by  the  Gothic  invaders. 

In  committee  of  the  whole  a bill  was  agreed  to  for 
the  relief  of  the  officers  and  seamen  of  Barney’s 
flotilla — to  indemnify  them  for  the  loss  of  their 
clothes,  &c.  by  the  destruction  of  the  barges  in  the 
Patuxent.  On  this  bill  considerable  discussion  took 
place  jn  the  house,  and  it  was  laai  on  the  tabic; 
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P-iday,  Oct.  21.— The  house  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Eppes  of  Va.  resolve*.!  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Nelson  in  the  chair,  on  th-  report  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  the  subsequent 
letter  from  Mr  Secretary  Dallas. 

Mr.  Eppes  stated  that  since  the  receipt  of  the  se- 
cretary’s letter,  the  committee  had  revised  their  re- 
port, and  had  determined  to  recommend  its  modi  ft 
cation  so  as  to  correspond,  in  so  far  as  they  believed 
consistent  with  the  public  good,  with  the  last  report 
from  the  treasury  department. 

The  report  of  the  committee  having  been  read 
over,  the  first  resolution  having  been  read,  which 
proposes  to  continue  the  direct  tax,  and  toencrease 
the  same  100  per  cent.  Which  was  agreed  to, 
though  opposed  bv  Mr.  Oakley,  who  proposed  to 
increase  it  150  per  cent. 

The  additional  tax  on  Whiskey  next  came  under 
consideration — Mr.  Eppes  proposed  to  add  to  the 
duty  on  the  capacity  of  the  still,  fifteen  cents  per  gal. 
on  the  quantity  distilled — Mr.  Fisk  of  N.  Y.  moved 
25 — after  discussion,  the  subject  was  laid  over  for 
further  consideration,  but  previous  to  the  rising  of 
the  committee 

Mr.  Eppes  laid  upon  the  table  resolutions  embra- 
cing the  further  amendments  which  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  proposed  to  make  to  their  report 


which  was  agreed  to  without  debate;  for  it  66,  against 
it  40. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  several  re- 
solutions, as  amended — 

The  first  to  increase  the  direct  tax  100  per  cent, 
instead  of  50  as  originally  proposed,  was  agreed  to, 
100  to  38.  Mr.  Oakley  proposed  to  increase  it  150 
per  cent.  For  his  motion,  ayes  20.  The  resolution 
being  now  on  its  passage,  Mr.  Webster  explained 
at  considerable  length  the  motives  and  feelings  with 
which  lie  should  vote.  Sec. 

Tuesday  October  25,  The  house  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  as  decided  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

The  first  resolution  to  double  the  present  direct 
tax  was  taken  up.  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  resolution;  and  in  reply  to  some  of  Mr. 
Webster’s  remarks.  He  was  eloquently  followed  by 
Mr.  Calhoun  on  the  same  side.  Mr.  Webster  briefly 
explained.  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  spoke  in  a spirited 
manner-in  favor  of  the  tax,  and  Mr.  Shipherd  warmly 
against  it  The  main  question,  to  continue  the  direct 
tax  with  an  increase  of  100  for  cent  was  carried  by 
the  great  majority  of  89  to  38.  [Yeas  and  nays  here- 
af  er.] 

The  next,  to  increase  the  tax  on  whiskey,  coming 
up,  Mr.  Fisk  of  Vermont,  renewed  his  motion  to 


without  a decision. 


viz  : a combination  of  a tax  on  paper  and  an  increase  j levy  25  instead  of  15  cents  on  the  gallon.  Adjourned 
on  the  carriage  tax  to  produce  double  the  present 1 
amount  of  the  carriage  tax  ; a classification  of  the 
licences  to  retailers,  and  an  increased  duty  thereon; 
and  the  establishment  of  a national  bank. 

Saturday,  Oct.  22. — Mr.  Eppes  reported  a bill  to 
authorise  a loan  not  exceeding  dollars. 

The  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means — 
the  increase  of  the  tax  on  wh  iskey  being  under  con-  j in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  place,  and  had 
sideration.  After  debate,  (which  chiefly  hinged  on  j committed  many  murders.  They  will,  probably, 
tiie  question  whether  the  duty  on  the  capacity  of  the  soon  be  chastised  fen*  their  crimes.  His  force  is  res- 
stlll  should  be  retained,  which  was  agreed  to,  as  j pectable  and  would  be  immediately  increased, 
greatly  facilitating  the  collection  of  the  tax)  it  was  I In  the  Chesapeake , the  small  force  that  remains 
resolved  to  levy  15  cents  on  each  gallon  distilled — 'under  command  of  commodore' Barrie,  is  distin- 
ayes  69,  nays  62;  and  the  committee  rose — 25  and’guishing  itself  by  its  depredations  on  the  Eastern 
20  cents  had  been  severally  proposed,  and  lost. — : shore  of  Maryland — performing  the  part  of  mere 
(£/*A  general  disposition  prevails  to  vote  the  necessn-  ( robbers.  They  lately  carried  off*  an  unarmed  citizen. 


of  tOe 


3> ' < Gzz? 

UKADS  OF  NEWS. 

General  M* Arthur  appears  to  have  arrived  at  De- 
troit in  good  season.  The  red  allies  were  numerous 


ry  supplies ; though  differences  of  opinion  will  ex 
ist  as  to  the  best  means  of  furnishing  them. 

Monday  October  24.  A fter  other  business,  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  taken 
up  in  committee  of  the  whole.  The  third  resolution 
“to  add  100  per  cent,  to  the  duty  on  auctions,”  Was 
agreed  to,  afier  debate.  The  4ih  was  amended  so 
as  to  lay  100  per  cent,  on  the  postage  of  letters,  and 
agreed  to  without  debate.  The  next  for  increasing 
the  carriage  tax  was  also  agreed  to;  as  was  also  that 
for  classing  the  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors 
and  foreign  merchandize  md  imposing  on  them  an 
additional  duty  of  50  per  cent. 

The  next,  enumerating  a variety  of  articles  (see 
page  77)  such  as  manufactured  tobacco,  cotton  yarn, 
&c.  being  under  consideration — Mr.  Eppes  moved 
that  “ cotton  yarn ” be  stricken  out,  which  was  agreed 
to — 7 6 to  46;  as  was  also  the  article  “shoes-”  the  tax 
on  paper  was  changed  so  as  to  make  it  chargable 
with  a duty  of  5 per  cent,  a motion  to  strike  out  lot- 
teries was  negatived  without,  debate.  Mr.  Goldsbo- 
rough  moved  to  strike  awt  furmthre,  and  his  motion 
was  supported  by  several  gentlemen,  but  finally  re* 
jected, — 51  to  69 — so  the  tax  was  retained. — Mr. 
Oakley  then  moved  to  strike  out  candles — negatived. 
Mr.  Bigelow  proposed  to  strike  out  leather — nega- 
tived, only  30  rising  in  favor  of  it.  The  next  and 
last  resolution  was  in  the  following  words  : 

“ dissolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  establish  a na- 
tional bank,  with  brandies  in  the  several  states, 


and  Barrie  is  said  to  have  said,  that  he  would  make 
prisoners  of  all  he  could — and  also,  that  he  daily 
expected  lord  Hill  in  the  Chesapeake,  to  attack 
Baltimore.  If  the  latter  be  true  (though  we  believe  it 
will  not  be  realized)  his  lordship  will  not  catch  us 
napping.  Our  commander  Scott  is  all  vigilance  and 
activity.  Perry  is  also  here  to  aid  and  assist. 

fake  Huron.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe,  by 
statements  in  the  Montreal  papers,  that  the  two 
schooners  left  in  lake  Huron , to  blockade  Michili- 
macinac  by  commodore  Sinclair,  have  been  surprised 
and  c p lured  by  the  enemy,  in  boats  and  canoes.  A 
letter  front  a William  M‘Cay  is  published,  dated  at 
La  Ciocke  Sept.  17,  in  which  he  says  he  is  there  on 
his  way  to  .Montreal  with  the  prisoners  taken  in  those 
vessels. 

Pensacola.  There  are  many  reasons  to  believe 
tha.  general  Jackson  has  attacked  and  we  trust  car- 
ried the  nest  of  mischief  in  the  south,  before  now. 
1;  is  notoriously  tb£  rallying  point  of  the  enemy; 
and  Iws  long  since  lost  all  pretentions  to  the  charac- 
ter of  a neutral  place.  Powerful  reinforcements  from 
Tennessee  must  have  joined  him — 2,000  mounted 
v Uunteers, funder  general  Coffee,  marched  from  Fay- 
etieville  on  the  3d  instant:  He  has  with  him  1,000 
Indians. 

The  Niagara  frontier  and  Ontario.  Our  accounts 
from  this  frontier  are  not  so  distinct  as  we  could 
wish  them.  Izard,  with  a handsome  force,  had  cross- 
ed at  Buffalo,  to  pursue  j Drummond,  A battle  was 
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expected.  Our  army  was  in  HTe  best  order  to  beat 
the  enemy.  Ghauncey  was  in  Sacket\’s  Harbor  with 
bis  fleet— it  is  not  absolutely  certain  that  the  British 
fleet  is -vet  on  the  lake.  Our  advices  are  to  the  19th. 

MISCELLANEOUS.  1 

Massachusetts.— The  legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts hasvhad  its  extraordinary  session.  The  gover- 
nor’s speech  will  be  inserted  in  our  next,  but  the 


documents  accompanying  the  same,  and  the  pro- fed  at  Halifax. 


in  a hurry  (Sept.  28)  and  could  not  obtain  any  papers 
of  the  place.  Indeed,  they  were  refused.  The 
British,  it  is  stated,  will  not  exchange  any  more 
prisoners  at  present.  Though  the  balance  is  in  our 
favor,  many  had  been  sent  to  England  and  others 
were  expected  to  go.  Thus,  by  all  possible  means, 
does  it  appear  that  the  enemy  is  determined  to  give 
barbarity  to  the  war.  About  900  Americans  remain- 


ceedings  and  i*esolves  of  the  legislature  must  lay 
over  for  some  time  and  give  way  to  other  objects 
more  important,  though  very  interesting  to  record. 
Among  other  tilings  done,  they  have  appointed  a 
committee  of  twelve  persons  to  meet  such  others 
ns  may  be  appointed  by  the  New-Englarwl  states,  at 
Hartford,  (Con.)  on  the  J 5th  day  of  December-  next, 
to  confer  respecting  the  public  grievances,  &c. 
They  have  also  authorised  the  governor  to  borrow 
money — and  directed  the  raising  of  10,000  infantry 
and  artillery  to  serve  for  one  year  or  during  the  war, 
to  receive  the  same  pay  as  the  troops  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the  go- 
vernor with  the  advice  of  council. 

New- York. — The  extraordinary  session  of  the 
legislature  of  New-York  is  about  to  close.  Their 
proceedings  have  been  extensively  patriotic,  and  are 
worthy  of  that  great  and  wealthy  state.  Governor 
Tompkins  was  expected  to  lpave  Albany  the  begin- 
ning of  this  week  to  take  command  at  New  York, 
and  he  had  ordered  all  officers  on  parole  to  their 
stations. 

Female  patriotism. — About  200  ladies  at  Charles- 
ton South  Carolina,  after  presenting  an  elegant  stand- 
ard, with  Fame  sounding  the  trump;  on  one  side  this 
motto:— “ God  for  us,  and  we  for  God  and  our  coun- 
try.” On  the  other-r-“  Let  Fame  the  deed  proclaim 
to  future  ages,”  went  to  work  on  the  fortifications 
and  labored'  manfully.  They  concluded  the  day’s  ser- 
vice by  offering  to  make  109  suits  of  clothes  for  the 
soldiers  to  be  brought  to  the  defence  of  the  city. 

Infamous.  While  Mr.  Keene,  an  agent  from  our 
consul  appointed ’to  Tunis,  was  at  Algiers,  to  effect 
the  release  of  some  American  captives  there,  four 
impressed  American  seamen  ■were  put  on  shore  there 
from  a British  frigate,  having  obstinately  ref  used  S(to 
do  duty .”  He  fortunately  heard  of  this  nefore  it  was 
known  in  the  city,  and  had  them  smuggled  to  Gibral- 
tar, where,  doubtless,  they  will  be  retained  as  pri- 
soners ! The  name,  of  the  captain  of  this  frigate 
ought  to  be  given  to  detestation,  and  the  hate  even 
of  IVinebagoes.  Algiers  is  at  war  with  the"  United 
States,  arid  it  was  the  design  of  the  wretch  that  our 
people  should  have  been  made  slaves  to  the  other 
dey.  Perhaps,  however,  their  condition  might  have 
been  bettered  by  the  change.  Slavery  at  Algiers  is 
not  more  severe  than  on  board  a British  vessel  of 
war,  and  less  hazardous. 

Mr.  Keene  failed  in  his  mission,  though  he  was 
authorised  to  give  $>3000  each  for  our  citizens;  The 
number  is  not  stated,  but  is  presumed  not  large. — 
The  dey  said  he  would  not  let  them  go,  as  he  wished 
to  add  to  his  American  captives. 

The'  old  Algerine  'war  had  its  origin  in  “British 
influence”— and  the  present,  doubtless,  grows  out  of 
the  same  fruitful  source  of  misery  and  distress  to 
mankind: 

Excuangs.— Com.  Barney  went  down  to  the  Bri- 
tish fleet  some  days  ago  and  effected  an  exchange 
for  all  the  prisoners  taken  at  Bladensburg  or  Balti- 
more, by  either  party — the  balance  against  the  Bri- 
tish government  to  be  carried  to  the  general  account. 

The  cartel  Analostan,  Smith,  has  arrived  at 
Providence,  It.  I.  She  carried  about  100  prisoners 
from  Savannah  to  Halifax, but  brought  back  only  a few 
prisoners— 6 cr  8.  She  w^s.  ordered  from  Halifax 


The  Analostan,  was  boarded  from  a frigate,  whose 
captain  said  to  capt.  Smith,  “your  countrymen  have 
given  us  a h — 1 of  a drubbing”  on  Champlain. 

Irish  papers  had  been  received  at  Halifax  giving 
some  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Peacock. — 
She  has  certainly  sunk  a sloop  of  war,  after  a very 
short  action,  and  every  soul  perishing,  supposed  to 
be  the  Columbine.  It  is  farther  reported  that  she 
had  destroyed  “at  least  one  hundred  British  vessels 
on  the  coasts  of  Great  Britain  !”  . ' 

Gothic. — Among  the  few  persons  who  returned 
in  the  Analostan  cartel  from  Halifax,  was  a person 
fifty-three  years  old,  who  had  been  captured  in  one 
of  Cockburn's  plundering  and  burning  expeditions 
on  the  Yeocomico  river.  They  had  gallantly  made 
him  (unarmed)  a prisoner,  set  his  house  in  flames, 
and. sent  him  to  Halifax.  But  getting  ashamed  of 
the  business,  (and  it  is  pleasant  to  observe  the  ene- 
my has  some  sense  of  shame)  he  was  released  and 
sent  home,  without  exchange. 

New-York. — The  committee  of  defence  inform 
the  citizens  that  they  have  reason  to  believe  that 
that  “city  is  in  great  danger  of  an  attack  from  the 
enemy,”  and  invite  the  people  to  a renewal  of  their 
labor  in  adding  strength  to  the  works. 

Cockburn. — The  military  character  of  this  “Great 
Bandit?*  has,  we  suspect,  been  overrated.  With  a 
fine  .field  for  genius  and  enterprize,  he  has  yet  dis- 
tinguished himself  for  nothing  but  pitiful  pilfering 
of  the  country  people,  and  savage  burnings  of  their 
houses  and  property.  It  would  be  a pity  that  a 
wretch  so  lost  to  honor  and  humanity  should  have 
the  reputation  of  a brave  man.  He  appears  to  be  a 
ruffiano'v  bully.  ■ : ' v/y' 

Law  or  new  york.— Who  would  have  thought  it 
necessary  that  a law  like  the  following  should  be 
passed?  Who  would  have  believed  that  our  country 
sustained  wretches  so  venal,  so  base  and  unprinci- 
pled as  to  return  to  the  enemy  the  materials  with 
which  he  would  have  desolated  our  country?  Yet 
such  knaves  there' stre.  The  extinction  of  this  devo- 
ion  to  the  Goths  would  itself  repay  the  inconve- 
nri-'ce*  of  nr  my  years  war;  and  of  the  good  that  may 
bo  expected  to  result  from  it,  this  is,  perhaps,  among 
tbr  most  important  things  1 hope  for. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the . people  of  the  state  of  New- 
York,  represented  in  senate  and  assembly.  That  if  any 
person  or  persons  within  this  state  shall  apprehend, 
arrest  or  detain,  or  assist,  aid  or  abet,  in  the  appre- 
hension, arrest  or  detention,  of  any  British  deserter 
or  deserters,  knowing  him  or  them  to  be  such,  and 
with  intent  to  return  him  or  them  to  the  enemy,, 
such  person  or  persons,  on  being  thereof  convicted, 
sh.  11  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony  and  shall  be  sen- 
tenced to  imprisonment  in  the  state  prison  for  the 
term  of  ten  years. — passed,  October  11,  1814. 

Castine. — Letters  have  been  received  in  Newbu- 
ryport  from  C .stine,  stating  that  a British  collector 
had  opened  the  custom  house;  that  all  vessels  which 
belonged  there  previous  to  its  surrender,  were  re- 
stored to  their  original  owners,  and  allowed  a clear- 
ancy  to  and  free  intercourse  with  New-liruns wick, 
and  all  the  British  provinces. 

The  new  territory  ! — “General  Order. — Endy- 
myon  at  Sea , Sept.  15,  1814.— The  territory  lying 
between  th$  bay  of  Passamaquoddy  and  the  Penob- 
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scot  river  having  been  taken  possession  of  by  II  M’s 
forces:  All  vessels  clearing  out  from  any  port  of 
II.  M’s  North  American  provinces,  for  any  port  or 
place  within  the  territory,  including  the  port  of 
Ca'fctlne*  and  the  ports  and  places  situated  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Penobscot  fiver,  are  to  pass  free  and 
unmolested,  to  bring  back  return  Cargoes  of  lumber 
and  provisions;  also  any  vessels  being  from  the  port 
of  Castine  with  a license  fro na  the  commanding  offi- 
cers of  H.  M’s  land  and  naval  forces  ; Castine. 

EDW.  GRIFFITH. 

General  Hampton. — James  M.  Connei  .(says  a 
Boston  paper)  has  lately  recovered  before  rhecircui 
court  of  the  United' "States  now  sitting  .»•  Albany,  of 
major-general  Wade  Hampton,  a veni  ic  of  §9000 
damages,  for  abusive  treatment  under  color  of  mi- 
litary author  ty,  while  he  was  in  command  of  the. 
army  of  tiie  north,  last  summer. 

From  Halifax  we -learn  that  admiral  Cochrane  left 
it  apparently  in  a great  hurry  on  the  12th  inst.  sup- 
posed for  the  Chesapeake,  taking  with  him  n quanti- 
ty of  light  artillery,  but  unaccompanied  bv  any  other 
ship  than  his  own.  The  papers  intimate  that  he 
cam®  their  with  a view  of  drawing  off  all  the  regu- 
lar troops,  and  to  have  the forts  garrisoned  by  mili- 
tia, but  that  sir  J.  Sherbrooke  would  not  accommo- 
date him.  The  opinion  prevailed  that  t lie  admiral 
had  a new  expedition  in  view,  and  left  Halifax  to 
meet  a force  at  some  particular  place  to  execute  it. 

MILITARY. 

The  president  lias  conferred  the  brevet  rank  of 
major-general  on  brigadier  general  Macomb*  for  the 
brilliant  defence  of  Piuttsburg  against  the  powerful 
force  of  the  enemy  under  the  governor-general  of 
the  Canadas. 

Assistant-adjutant-general  Roger  Jones,  captain 
in  the  corps  of  artillery,  is  breveUe  1 a major,  to 
rank  from  the(15th  of  August,  and  m jor  J.  Hixn- 
hak,  of  the  same  corps,  has  been  brevetted  a lieut. 
colonel,  to  rank  from  the  loth  of  August  also. 

The  president  lias  conferred  a second  brevet  on 
that  uniformly  dis- inguished-officer,  captain  Nathan 
Yowson,  of  the  corps  of  artillery.  He  is  now  a lieut. 
colonel,  to  rank  from  the  15th  August. 

Such  men  will  establish  a precedent  for  promotion 
according  to  merit,  without  regard  to  seniority.  . 

Ik.  is  stated  that  major-general  Lewis,  of  U.  S.  A. 
has  been  directed  by  the  secretary  of  war,  to  give 
tip  the  command  of  the  state  of  New-York  to  gov. 

' Tompkins . This  arrangement,  we  presume,  will  be 
very  satisfactory  to  the  people  at  large,  exceedingly 
interested  in  repulsing  the  enemy  at  New-York,  if 
he  shall  attack  tiiat  most '..important  city. 

Private  letters  say  tkat  the  captures  made  by  cap- 
tain Patterson , at  iiarratai ia,  are  worth  $500,000. 

The  army  on  the  Niagara,  under  general  Hr  own, 
has,  since  it  crossed  at  Buffalo,  killed,  wounded  or 
taken  of  the  enemy,  or  caused  to  desert  from  his 
standard,  twice  and  one  half  of  the  number  it  has 
wholly  consisted  of.  This-  is  true  and  perhaps  un- 
paralleled. Izard’s  troops  are  equal  to  like  splendid 
exploits,  and  we  look  with  confidence  to  their  move- 
ments. 

Major-general  Smith,  of  the  Maryland  militia,  lias 
resigned  his  commission. 

A fine  body  of  Virginians  under  general  JUadiscn, 
have  arrived  in  the  neighborhood  of  Baltimore.  We 
understand  that‘5000  men  from  that  state,  under  ma- 
jor-general Pegram,  are  collected  to  act  together 
for  the  defence  of  Baltimore  and  Washington. 

The  governor  of  this  state  has  been  called  upon 
by  the  secretary  of  war  to  furnish  4000  men  for  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  to  rendezvous  in  a di- 
rection towards  Baltimore.  They  will  be  drawn 
iron*  the  5th  and  ,9th  division's,  Corps.  orf  infantry 


and  riflemen  from  the  12th,  13th,  14'h  and  15th  di- 
visions, are  invited  to  tender  their  services. 

Penn.  ftepub. 

When  the  militia  of  Washington  and  Warren 
counties  (N.  Y.)  were  ordered  to  march  en  masse  to 
the  northern  frontier,  there  appeared  under  arms 
250  men  more  than  had  ever  mustered  at  an  inspec- 
tion or  review.  The  surplus  was  made  up  of  exempts 
and  volunteers. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  isr  jor  Peter  Dudley,  to  his 

excellency  governor  She! by,  dated 

Head-  Quarters,  Urbanna,  September  2\. 

“ I have  the  honor  of  informing  you,  dial  since 
my  arrival  at  this  place,,  a different  result  has  been 
given  the  expedition  recently  abandoned  by  general 
M‘Arthur.  I am  now  e gag  d ,n  organizing  and 
equipping  the  Kentucky  corpa  under  my  command 
for  immediate  service,  which,  when  united  with  the 
Oh  o volunteers  and  friendly, Indians,  will  compose  a 
considerable  force,  to  be  employed  on  an  expedition 
which  military  propriety  forbids  my  divulging,  but 
which  I presume  will  be  disclosed  to  you  by  general 
M ‘Arthur. 

General  orpers.  Head- Quarters  Philadelphia , 
October  7,  1814.  Major-general  Gaines  takes  com- 
mand of  the  fourth  military  district. 

The  troops  will  rem  ain  in  the  positions  which  they 
at  present  occupy,  until  circumstances  shall  r quire 
a change — and  will  be  reviewed  by  the  mayr-g  neral 
on  their  respective  parades,.between  10  and  2 o’clock 
on  the  following  day,  viz  : 

At  Fort  Mifflin,  on  the  9th. 

At  Marcus  Hook,  on  the  12th. 

At  Brandywine  camp,  on  the  13th. 

At  New  Castle,  on  the  14th — and 
Billingsport,  on  the  15th. 

The  major-general  feels  much  satisfaction  in  an- 
nouncing to  the  army  lie  has  the  honor  to  command, 
that  he  has  received  from  the  committee  of  defence, 
representing  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  the  most 
cordial  assurance  of  co-operation  and  support,  in 
whatever  measures  may  be  necessary  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  enemy,  should  his  temerity  drive  him 
hither — and  it  is  confidently  expected  that,  every 
officer  and  every  man  will  hold  himself  readtj  to  meet 
and  resolved  to  beat  the  invading  foe. 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES,  jrnj.  gen.  by  brevet  , 

Plattsbvrg,  Oct.  1. — Wren  the  enemy  first  took 
possession  of  his  part  of  the  village,  tin  y broke 
open  thqgoal  and  let  out  two  per  ons  confined  for 
murder,  one  for  stabbing  with  brent  to  murder,  oik*. 
for  counterfeiting,  ana  four  for  larceny  and  other 
offences. 

Much  injury  has  been  done  to  the  buildings  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river  by  the  shots  from  our  forts 
and  block  houses.  Scarce  a House  has  escaped,  and 
I many  are  completely  riddled.  The  enemy’s  batte- 
ries and  the  buildings  in  their  rear  evince  the  skill 
and  judgment  of  captain  Alexander  Brook*,  com- 
manding officer  of  the  artillery,  ami  of  the  excellent 
corps  under  his  command.  The  enemy  declared  we 
had  French  artillerists.  Nine,  dwelling  houses,  13 
stores  and  shops,  and  two  barns,  together  with  the 
court-house  and  jail,  were  burned— some  of  them 
on  account  of  their  covering  the  enemy’s  advance, 
and  others  by  accidental  snots. 

Erie,  Oct.  14.  On  Sunday  the  Lawrence,  Lady 
Prevost  and  Porcupine  sailed  for  Portage  river. 
They  will  transport  about  1000  prisoners  (those  ta- 
ken by  Perry,  and  Harrison  last  fall)  from  that  place 
to  Canada. 

BRITISH  ACCOUNT  OR  THE  ATTACK!  OH  BALTIMORE. 

Halifax  September  28. 

This  morning  arrived  his  majesty’s  ships  Tennant* 
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vice-admiral  sir  A.  Cochrane;  Surprise  and  Diomede 
from  the  Chesapeake. 

An  officer  of  one  of  the  ships  has  obligingly  favor- 
ed us  with  the  following  interesting  account  of  an 
attack  made  by  the  British  forces  upon  Baltimore. 

Sir  Alexander  Cochrane  and  major  general  Ross, 
having  resolved  upon  making  a denfonstation  on  the 
trty  of  Baltimore,  which  might  if  circumstances  jus- 
tified it/ be  converted  into  a real  attack — on  the  11th 
rnst.  the  fleet  entered  the  Patapsco,  and  the  frigates, 
smaller  ships  of  war,  and  transports,  proceeded  up 
the  river,  to  an  advantageous  situation  for  landing 
the  troops,  &c<  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  12th 
the  disembarkation  took  place,  without  opposition, 
of  the  army,  600  seamen,  the  2d  battalion  marines, 
and  those  of  the  squadron-— the  whole  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Ross,  who  was  accompanied  by  rear- 
admiral  Cockburne— soon  after  the  landing  was  effec- 
ted, sir  A.  Cochrane  shifted  his  flag  from  the  Ton- 
nant  to  the  Surprise,  and  followed  by  the  bombs, 
rocket  ships,  &c.  passed  up  the  river,  with  the  view 
of  co-operating  with  the  troops.  At  day -light  on  the 
14th  the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the  death  of  ge- 
neral Ross  was  announced  on  board  the  Surprise,  he 
received  his  fatal  wound  from  a musket  ball,  while 
engaged  with  a small  party,  in  reconnoitering  the 
positions  of  the  enemy,  and  closed  his  valuable  life 
before  he  could  be  brought  off  to  the  ship.  Colonel 
Brook  succeeded  to  the  command,  and  immediately 
pushed  on  to  within  five  miles  of  Baltimore,  where 
the  enemy  (about  6 or  7000)  had  taken  tip  an  ad- 
vanced and  strong  position;  here  the  enemy  was  at- 
tacked with  an  impetuosity  that  obliged  him  to  give 
way,  and  retreat  rapidly  in  every  direction,  leaving 
on  the  field  of  battle  a considerable  number  of  killed 
and  wounded  and  two  pieces  of  cannon. 

At  the  dawn  of  the  next  day,  the  bomb  vessels 
having  taken  their  stations,  supported  by  the  Surprise 
and  the  other  frigate*?,  opened  a heavy  fire  (within 
shell  range)  upon  the  fort  that  defended  the  entrance 
of  the  harbor  of  Baltimore,  which  had  the  effect  of 
shewing  the  strength  and  fortifications  of  the  enemy; 
on  the  land  side  the  town  was  defended  by  a chain 
of  redoubts  connected  by  a breastwork,  a large  train  of 
artillery , and  a force  apparently  of  from  15  to  20,000 
men;  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  was  obstructed  by  a 
barrier  of  sunken  vessels,  defended  by  gun-boats,  and 
funked  by  powerful  batteries. 

These  circumstances  preventing  any  effectual  co- 
operation from  his  majesty’s  ships,  and  it  being  con- 
sidered that  without  it  there  was  too  great  a dispa- 
rity of  force  to  justify  an  attack  by  the  army  upon 
the  above  positions  of  the  enemy — and  as  a primary 
object  of  the  expedition  bad  been  accomplished — it 
was  thought  proper  to  withdraw  the  troops — and  the 
next  morning  they  embarked 'without  the  least  an- 
noyance from  the  enemy. 

The  result  of  the  demonstation  has  been  the  de- 
feat of  the  army  of  the  enemy — the  destruction  by 
themselves  of  a quantity  of  shipping;  of  an  extensive 
rope-walk,  and  other  public  erections — harassing 
the  armed  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding  country, 
and  drawing  ofF  their  attention  from  other  impor- 
tant points. 

Our  loss  on  the  occasion  we  are  happy  to  leam, 
did  not  exceed,  in  killed  and  wounded  250  men. 

[A  letter  from  Washington  says  general  Ross  was 
killed  by  a shot  from  a boy  behind,  a tree.] 

About  250  American  prisoners  had  been  lately  sent 
to  England.  Several  hundred  negroes  arrived  in  the 
last  vessels  from  the  Chesapeake. 

(£jThe  preceding  is  what  admiral  Cochrane's  sea- 
1 men  will  call  a “ tough  yamf  and  is  essentially  false 
in  many  of  its  particulars.  But  it  is  useless  to  point 
them  out — we  have  already  givep  ufull  and  fcdthfyl 


account  of  the  affair,  and  the  curious  may  compare 
the  one  with  the  other.  The  thing  is  expressly  cal- 
culated to  throw  a veil  over  the  matter,  and  John  Bull 
(who  be-ieves  any  thing)  will  swallow  it  as  the  truth, 
the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth — though 
it  is  neither  of  the  three. 

The  following  amount  of  property  was  taken  from 
on  board  the  enemy’s  fleet  recently  captured  by  com. 
Macdonough  on  lakeWhamplain — 

11,800  wt.  of  powder,  exclusive  of  fixed  ammu- 
nition. 

Between  80  and  90,000  wt  . of  balls. 

6000  muskets. 

600  suits  sailors  clothing. 

And  the  winter  clothing  of  the  whole  of  the  land  ar- 
my. 

These  are  glorious  and  important  spoils. 

Nkw  Bedford — From  the  Aewbecford  Mercury — 
“Mn.  Lixdset  is  requested  by  one  of  his  subscribers 
to  inseft  in  his  paper,  that  the  doctor  of  the  priva- 
teer Saratoga  (now  fitting  for  a cruise  at  Fairhaven) 
applied  some  days  since,  to  several  apothecaries  of 
this  place  for  a medicine  chest;  all  of  whom  peremp- 
torily refused  supplying  him  with  that  article,  or 
with  any  drugs  or  medicines  for  the  use  of  the  pri- 
vateer.” 

We  ^hink  the  gentlemen  did  themselves  much  cre- 
dit; and  we  hope  their  example  will  be  followed  by 
the  citizens  of  this  place  generally.  Let  it  be  dis- 
tinctly understood,  that  privateers  cannot  obtain  sup- 
plies of  any  kind  at  this  place,  and  we  shall  no  lon- 
ger be  infested  with  those  nuisances.  Let  them  fit 
and  refit  from  that  sink  of  corruption,  that  Sodom  of 
our  country,  called  Baltimore,  and  not  by  seeking  re- 
fuge here,  put  in  jeopardy  our  shipping  aud  our  town, 
and  necessiate  our  yeomanry  at  this  busy  season  to 
leave  their  farms  uncultivated  to  defend  our  harbor, 
which  were  it  not  a place  of  refuge  for  what  has 
been  emphatically  denominated  “licensed  pirates,” 
Would  not  need  a soldier  to  insure  its  safety. 

A SHIP  OWNER. 

QCj'The  enemy  himself,  (ns  indeed  do  all  civilized 
people)  so  far  respects  the  character  of  a surgeon  as  to 
give  up  hrs  person, without  exchange.  But  Americans 
to  Americans  refuse  even  medicines  for  the  sick!— 
These  folks  profane  the  name  of  ll'ashinglon — let  us 
hear  what  he  said  on  such  things— “The  very  idea  of 
“the  power  and  the  right  of  the  people  to  establish  go- 
vernment (said  president  Washington)  pre-suppo- 
“ses  the  duty  of  every  individual  to  obey  the  established 
“goverTmetit.  All  obslmctions  to  the  execution  of 
“the  laws — all  combinations  and  associations',  under 
“whatever  plausible  character,  with  the  real  design 
“to  direct , controul , counteract,  or  awe,  the  regular 
“deliberation  and  action  of  the  constituted  authori- 
ties, are  destructive  of  this  fmdiOnental  principle 
“and  of  fatal  tendejicy .” 

A Paris  paper  of  May  13,  says— The  king  has 
named  mons.  D* A mbray,  Chancellor  of  France,  all 
the  members  of  the  provisional  council  of  state,  as 
well  as  the  chancellor  and  AL  Ferrand,  ministers  of 
state;  M.  the  prince  of  Benevento,  minister  and  se- 
cretary of  state  for  foreign  affairs;  M.  the  abbe  Mon- 
tesquieu, minister  and  secretary  of  state  for  the  In- 
terior; general  count  Dupont,  minister  and  secreta- 
ry of  state  for  the  war  department;  the  baron  Louis, 
minister  and  secretary  of  state  for  the  Finances;  ba- 
ron Malouet,  minister  and  secretary  of  state  for  the 
Marine;  count  Bengot,  director  general  of  the  Po- 
lice; M.  Ferrand,  director  general  of  the  Posts;  M 
Berenger,  director  general  of  Indirect  Imposts. 

A number  of  French  fishermen  have  reached  the 
h^nka  of  Newfoundlmdi 
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i legislature  of  Massachusetts. 


GOVERNOR  S M ESS  AGE. 

Gentlemen  of  the  senate,  and  gentlemen  of 
the  house  of  representatives — Since  onr  late 
a lj.mrn.nmt,  such  important  changes  have 
taken  place  in  the  state  of  our  public  affairs, 
a.ui  the  war  in  which  we  have  been  unhap- 
P'l  i involved,  has  assumed  an  aspect  so  threat- 
ening and  destructive,  that  the  council  unani- 
mously concurred  with  me  in  their  opinion 
that  an  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  legisla- 
ture was  indispensable. 

At  diiTerent  times,  and  for  short  periods 
some  or  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  had 
been  stationed  within  Inis  commonwealth;  but 
most  of  t.-em  having  been  withdrawn  for  the 
purpose  or  aiding  in  the  operations  against 
Cano  da,  it  was  found  necessary  in  the  course 
ol  the  last  session  of  the  general  court,  and 
afterwards,  to  call  out  a number  of  the  militia 
for  the  protection  of  ilie  most  exposed  places 
of  our  maritime  frontier,  and  to  furnish  their 
inhabitants  with  such  other  meahs  of  defence 
as  the  circumstances  of  the  stale  would  autlio 
rize 

Brigadier  general  Cushing,  while  he  was 
s'jperintcndant  of  this  military  district,  infor- 
med me  that  he  expected  an  order  from  the 
resident  of  the  United  States  to  request  a 
etach men t from  the  militia  of  this  common- 
wealth for  the  defence  of  the  sca-ccast,  end 
particularly  of  this  town;  and  staled  that  the 
number  of  the  United  States’  troops  in  the 
two  forts  in  this  harbor  was  not  more  than 
sufficient  to  man  one  of  them.  He  proposed 
that  one  of  the  forts  should  be  occupied  bv  the 
militia,  and  agreed  that  when  called  out*  they 
should  be  subject  to  the  command  of  no  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States’  army,  except  the 
superintendant  of  this  military  district. 
'Taougli  it  was  supposed  that  in  ordinary 
Cases  the  militia  were  not  liable  by  the  const! 
tution  to  do  garrison  duty  in  the'Vorts  of  the 
United  States,  yet  as  the  defence  of  this  town 
was  a primary  object  with  the  government  of 
the  state,  and  wfe  possessed  no  other  means 
of  strengthening  the  forts  at.  the  entrance  of 
the  harbor,  I agreed  that  the  proposed  de 
tach ment  should  be  made  upon  the  terms  be 
fore  mentioned. 

After  I had  left  Boston.  I received  a lettei* 
from  major  general  Dearborn,  who  had  suc- 
ceeded general  Cushing  as  superintendant  of 
this  military  district,  dated  on  the  8th  of  July, 
in  which,  by  order  of  the  presidenLhfe  requesV 
VOL.  VII.  H 
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ed  mo  to  deiach  e.even  hundred  of  ti  e miliiia 
to  occupy  the  forts  in  the  harbor  of  Boston 
and  other  points  on  the  sea-coast  of  the  state. 
1 immediately  wrote  to  the  adjutant  general 
requesting  him,  if  hecould  make  such  arrange- 
ment, s with  general  Dearborn  as  had  been  p i'o- 
posed  by  general  Cushing,  to  issue  the  neces- 
sary orders  for  making  the  detachments.  A 
general  order  v.us  accordingly  issued  lor  that 
purpose  on  the  ISth  July. 

On  the  4th  of  September  I received  a letter 
of  that  date  from  general  Dearborn,  stating 
that  he  bad  received  information  of  the  ene- 
my’s having  taken  possession  of  C&stine  with 
a formidable  force,  and  that,  it  was  not  impro- 
bable his  views  might  extend  to  our  principal 
towns  on  the  sea-eoast,  and  requesting  me  to 
order  out  for  the  service  ol  the  United  States, 
two  thousand  infantry  and  two  hundred  artil- 
lery of  the  militia  of  this  state  exclusive  of  the 
town  cf  Boston,  for  the  defence  of  this  harbor, 
town  and  vicinity,  and  the  same  numbers  for 
the  defenc  e of  Portland  and  its  vicinity  and  the 
sea-board  between  Kencbeck  and  the  Penob- 
scot rivers;  and  two  hundred  infantry  and  lifty 
artiilerv  from  Kiltery,  Berwick  and  York  to 
aid  in  the  defence  of  the  harbor  and  the  pub- 
lic ships  in  the  harbor  of  Portsmouth.  But 
such  objections  and  complaints  had  arisen  in 
executing  the  general  order  of  the  18th  of  July, 
and  the  whole  number  proposed  to  be  called 
out,  was  so  great  that  the  council,  whose  at- 
tention was  requested  to  this  subject,  unani- 
mously advised  me  tc  issue  the  general  order 
of  the  6th  of  September,  and  to  place  the  de- 
tachment made  by  virtue  of  it.  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  a major  general  of  the 
militia.  The.  alacrity  with  which  this  and 
other  similar  orders  Were  obeyed,  bas  been 
highly  honorable  to  the  militia  of  the  state. 
Measures  woe  also  taken  to  call  out  for  the 
protection  of  the  towns  on  the  sea-coast  inthe 
district  of  M ane  a part  of  the  militia  of  that 
district.  I immediately  addressed  a letter  to 
Mr.  Monroe,  the  acting  secretary  of  war,  in- 
closing the  last  mentioned  general  order,  end 
requesting  to  be  informed  whether  the  expense 
thus  necessarily  incurved  for  our  protection 
would  he  ultimately  reimbursed  to  this  state 
by  the  United  btates  A copy  of  this  letter, 
and  the  secretary’s  answer  to  it.,  and  of  the  ge- 
neral order  of  September  6th,  with  such  effi- 
tial  information  as  I have  received  concerning 
the  capture  of  Kastportand  Castine,  and  other 
hostile  events  which  have  taken  place  in  the 

sake  of  uniformity,  it  was  »et  really  publi$lujd  until  November  2, 
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eastern  parts  of  the  state  since  the  capture  o*. 
East-port,  and  also  a letter  from  the  governor  of 
Ithode-island  and  the  reply  to  it  will  be  laid 
before  you  by  the  secretary. 

In  the  defensive  measures  which  have  been 
adopted,  and  which  for  the  most  part  have  been 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  commis 
si  oners  for  the  defence  of  the  sea-coast,  we 
have  been  solicitous  to  avoid  unnecessary  ex 
pen se.  But  the  apprehensions  of  an  attack  in 
every  part  of  our  coast,  and  the  pressing  calls 
for  the  means  of  defence  from  the  exposed 
towns  through  an  extent  of  five  or  six  hundred 
miles,  have  made  it  necessary  to  call  out  a 
greater  number  of  our  militia  than  have  been 
in  service  at  any  former  period.  It  is  an  ob- 
vious reflection,  that  the  limited  sources  of  re- 
venue which  the  state  lias  retained  in  its  own 
power,  bear  no  proportion  tp  the  expenses 
hereby  incurred,  and  if  those  efforts  arc  much 
longer  required,  the  state  will  find  it  extremely 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  provide  even  in 
the  first  instance  for  the  requisite  expenditures 

By  a law  of  congress,  passed  at  their  last 
session,  it  is  enacted,  that  in  addition  to  the 
officers  of  the  militia  which  had  before  been 
provided  for,  there  shall  be  in  each  division 
one  division  inspector,  and  one  division  quarter 
master,  to  each  brigade,  one  aid  de  camp.  But 
no  provision  has  been  made  directing  the  man- 
ner in  which  those  officers  shall  be  appointed. 

The  situation  of  this  state  is  peculiarly  dan- 
gerous and  perplexing.  We  have  been  led  by 
tii©  terms  cl  the  constitution  to  rely  on  the 
government  of  the  Union  to  provide  for  o?  r 
defence.  We  have  resigned  to  that  govern- 
ment the  revenues  of  the  state,  with  the  ex- 
pectation that  this  object  would  not  he  ne- 
glected. But  the  government  has  declared  war 
against  the  most  powerful  maritime  nation, 
whose  fleets  can  approach  every  section  of  our 
extended  sea-coasts  and  we  are  disappointed 
in  our  expectations  of  national  defence.  But 
though  '.vc  may  be  convinced  that  the  war  in 
its  commencement  was  unnecessary  and  un- 
just, and  has  been  prosecuted  without  any  use- 
ful or  practicable  object  with  the  inhabitants 
of  Canada,  while  our  sea-coast  has  been  left 
almost  defenceless;  and  though  in  a war  thus 
commenced  we  may  have  declined  to  afford 
our  vi  luntary  aid  to  offensive  operations,  yet 
I presume  there  will  be  no  doubt  of  our  right 
to  defend  our  dwellings  and  possessions  against 
any  hostile  attack  by  which  their  destruction 
is  menaced.  Let  us  then,  relying  on  the  sup- 
port and  direction  of  Providence,  unite  in  such 
measures  for  our  safety,  ss  the  times  demand, 
and  the' principles  of  justice  and  the  law  of 
self  preservation  will  justify.  To  your  wisdom 
and  patriotism  the  interests  of  the  state  are 
confided,  and  the  more  valuable  those  interests 
are,  the  more  solicitous  you  will  be  to  guard 
and  preserve  them.  CALEB  STRONG. 
'October  5,  1811. 


Cruise  of  the  W asp. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  captain  Johnson  Blaik- 
ley to  the  secretary  of  the  navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Wasp,  L’Oiitnr,  8lU  July,  18U. 

Sir — On  Tuesday  the  28th  uit.  being  then 
in  lat  48,  36,  N.  and  long.  1 1,  15,  W.  we  fell 
in  with,  engaged,  and  after  an  action  of  19 
minutes  captured  his  Britannic  majesty's  sloop 
of  war  the  Reindeer,  William  Manners,  esq. 
commander.  Annexed  are  the  minutes  of 
our  proceeding  on  that  day,  prior  to  and  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  action. 

Where  all  did  their  duty  and  eacli  appeared 
anxious  to  excel,  it  is  very  difficult  to  discrim- 
inate. It  is,  however,  only  rendering  them 
their  merited  due,  when  it  is  declared  of  bents. 
Reily  and  Bury,  1st  and  3d  of  this  vessel,  and 
whose  names  will  be  among  those  of  the  con- 
querors of  the  Guemer  and  the  Java;  and  of 
Mr.  Tillinghast,  2nd  lieut.  who  was  greatly 
instrumental  in  the  capture  of  the  Boxer, that 
their  conduct  and  courage  on  this  occasion  ful- 
filled the  highest  expectation  and  gratified 
every  wish.  Sailing-master  Carr  is  also  enti- 
tled to  great  credit  for  the  zeal  and  ability 
with  which  he  discharged  his  various  duties. 

The  cool  and  patient  conduct  of  every  offi- 
cer and  man  while  exposed  to  the  lire  of  the 
shifting  gun  of  the  enemy  and  without  an  op- 
portunity of  returning  it,  could  only  be  equal- 
led by  the  animation  and  ardor  exhibited  when 
actually  engaged,  or  by  the  promptitude  and 
firmness  with  which  every  attempt  of  the  ene- 
my to  board  was  met  and  successfully  repel- 
led. Such  conduct  may  be  seen,  but  cannot 
well  be  described. 

The  Reindeer  mounted  sixteen  24  lb.  carro- 
nades,  two  long  six  or  nine  pounders,  and  a 
shifting  12  pound  carronaoe,  with  a compli-. 
ment  on  board  of  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
men.  Her  crew  were  said  to  be  the  pride  of 
Plymouth. 

Our  loss  in  men  has  been  severe,  owing  in 
part  to  the  proximity  of  the  two  vessels  and 
the  extreme  smoothness  of  the  sea,  but  chief- 
ly in  repelling  boarders.  That  of  the  enemy, 
however,  was  infinitely  more  so  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded  on  both 
sides. 

Six  round  shot  struck  our  hull,  and  many 
grape  which  did  not  penetrate  far.  The  fore- 
mast received  a 241b  shot,  which  passed 
through  its  centre,  and  our  rigging  and  sails 
were  a good  deal  injured. 

The  Reindeer  was  literally  cut  to  pieces  in 
aline  with  her  ports;  her  upperworks,  boats 
and  spare  spars  were  one  complete  Wreck. — 
A breeze  springing  up  next  afternoon  her 
foremast  went  by  the  board. 

Having  received  all  the  prisoners  on  board, 
which  from  the  number  of  wounded  occupied 
much  time,  together  with  their  baggage,  the 
Reindeer  was  on  the  evening  of  the  29tl*  set 
o a fire  and  in  a few  hours  blew  up. 
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I have  V c honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Vour  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  BLAKELEY. 

11) n.  William  Jones , 

Seer  diary  of  the  navy. 

Minutes  of  the  action  between  the  United  St  at  a'  S.  ifasp,  find  If.  B. 
M.  S.  Reindeer,  on  the  28 th  June,  181-4,  lat.  48,  36,  .V.  long. 
li,  is.  ir. 

At  4,  A»  M.  light  breezes  and  cloudy;  at  i-4  after  4 discovered 
two  sails,  two  points  before  the  lee  beam,  kept  away  in  chase, 
shortly  after  discovered  one  sail,  on  the  weather  altered  the 

course  and  bawled  hy  in  chase  ot'  the  sail  to  windward.  At  8 sail  to 
windward  bore  E.  X.  E.  wind  very  light;  at  10  the  stranger  sail 
bearing  K.  hy  X.  hoisted  an  English  ensign  and  pendent,  and  dis- 
played a signal  at  she  nv  in  (blue  and  yellow  diagonally.)  Meridian 
hg'it  airs  and  clouds,  at  half  past  12,  P.  M.  the  enemy  shewed  a 
blue  and  wliite  flag,  diagonally,  at  the  tore,  and  fired  a gun, 
1 h.  15  m.  called  all  hands  to  quarters  ami  prepared  lor  action. 

1 h.  22  m.  b l.eving  we  could  weather  the  enemy,  tacked  ship  and 
stood  tor  him,  l Ji.  50  m.— the  enemy  tacked  ship  and  stood  from 
us,  l h.  56  in.— hoisted  our  colors  and  fired  a gun  to  windward, 
which  was  answered  by  the  enemy  with  another  to  windward.  J 

2 h.  20  iu.— tli.-  enemy  still  standing  from  us— set  the  royals,  2 h. 
55  m.— set  the  flying  jib.  2 h.  29  m.— set  the  upper  staysails  2 h. 
33  in.— the  enemy  liaving  tacked  for  us,  took  in  the  staysails 
2 h.  .7  in.  furled  the  royals,  2 h.  51  m.  seeing  that  the  enemy 
would  be  able  to  weaih»-r  us,  tacked  ship,  3 b.  3 m.— the  ertemy 
lioisted  bis  flying  jib;  broiled  up  our  mizen,  3 h.  15  m.— the  enemy 
on  our  weatuer  quarter,  distant  about  <?0  yards,  fired  bis  shifting 
gun,  a 12  pound  carronade  at  us,  loaded  witii  roundaiul  grape  shot 
jfrom  Ins  top-gallant  forecastle,  3 h.  17  m.— tir  d the  same  gun  a 
second  time,  3 h.  19  m.— fired  it  a third  rime,  3 it.  21  in.— fired  it 
a fourth  time,  3 li.  24  in.— a fifch  shot,  all  from  the  same  gnu— 
Finding  the  enemy  did  not  get  sufficiently  on  the  beam  to  enable 
us  to  bring  ourgnus  to  bear,  put  the  helm  a- lee,  and  at  26  minutes 
after  3,  «.*  nme need  the  action  with  the  after  carronade  o:i  the 
starboard  side,  and  fired  in  succession  3 h.  4 m.— has i I d up  the 
lreiinviil,  3 h.  40  in.  the  enemy  having  bis  Mrboariljiow iu  contact 
with  our  larboard  quarter  endeavored  to  board  us,  but  was  repulsed 
in  every  attempt — at  3 h.  44  m.  orders  we  re  given  to  board  in  turn, 
which  were  promptly  executed,  when  all  resistance  immediately 
ceased,  and  at  3 h.  45  m.  the  enemy  hauled  down  bis  flap. 

J.  BLAKELY. 

&is-t  nf  killed  and  wounded  onboard  the  United  States'1  sloop  tf  war 
l he  IV.-,  up.  Johnston  Blakely,  esquire,  commander,  in  action  with 
hit  Britannic  majesty's  sloop  of  soar  the  Reindeer,  on  the  28 th 

June.  1814. 

Killed— Timothy  Stevens,  Thomas  R.  Peel,  seamen;  Joseph 
Vors<»,  Tiunnus  Knight,  John  Brown,  2d,  o.  seamen. 

Ilroundr!— lUnvy  H.  Langdon,  midshipman, dangerously;  Frank 
Tuscan,  do.  do.;  John  Swttf,  master’s  mat?,  slightly;  William 
Thompson,  boatswain’s  mate,  severely;  John  Dick,  qr.  master, tlo.; 
Xuthl.  Scammotr.  seaman,  do.;  Jotharn  Perkins,  do.  dangerously 
(since  dead.';  William  Preston,  do.  slightly;  Charles  Green,  do. 
dangerously  (sinec  dead);  Chari,  s Clinton,  do.  slightly;  Andrew 
Passing,  r,  do.  severely;  John  Rowe, do. slightly;  Joseph  Atkins, do. 
dangerously  (since  <i*  aii);  Robert  Lowthc-r,  do,  slightly;  Mom-1 
Rnb-rts,  do.  d.;.  Robert  .J  >ris,o.  seaman,  severely;  Henry  Herbert, 
do,  dang  rously;  Simon  Cass*iis,  do. severely ; John  C.  Thurston,  do. 
danguMiisly;  Caleb  Whecdoii,  do.  severely;  Joint  Bali,  boy,  dan- 
gerously (since  dead.) 

Jlecapilulaton. 

Killed  s 

Wounded  21 

hist  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  his  Britannic  majesty's  sloop 
of  war  the  Reindeer,  in  action  with  the  United  Suites'  sloop  of 
war  the  Wasp,  on  the  28  June.  1814. 

Killed— Wiliiam  Manners, esq.  Commander;  John  Thos.  Par;or. 
and  2.3  pyttyotfie  rsan  Ueain.-n. 

Womele.i — Tims.  Cbaudiu's,  1st  lient-;  Richard  Jones,  master 
and  forty  p. tty  officers  and  seamen. 

Jtcc  up  i lulu  firm . 


Killed 

23 

J founded. 

Dung:  raw  sly 

10 

S v r ly 

17 

•Sligluly 

15 

Whole  number  wounded, 

43 

X.  P..  More  than  b»ilf  the.  wounded  were,  in  consequence  of  th? 
Severity  and  extent  of  their  wounds,  put  on  board  a P irtiiguese  brig 
called  tiie  Lisbon  Paek-t,  on  the  third  day  after  the  action,  to  wit, 
ist  Jniy.  bound  to  Plynuith,  England. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  capi.  J Blakeley  to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy 

U.  S.  S.  Wasp,  L’Orient,  8»h  July,  1314, 

Sir.-— I have  the  honor  to  announce  to  you 
the  arrival  of  this  ship  to-day  at  this  place. — 
By  the  pilot  who  carried  us  out  of  Portsmouth 
3SL  H I had  the  satisfaction  to  make  you  ac- 
quainted with  our  having  left  that  place,  and 
again  had  the  pleasure  of  addressing  yon  by 
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[the  French  national  brig  Olive,  and  which 
was  the  first  vessel  vre  had  spoken  since  onr 
departure  from  the  l-nited  States  From  the 
time  of  our  sailing  I con!  inned  to  follow  the 
route  pointed  out  in  your  instructions  until 
our  arrival  at  this  place,  during  which  we 
have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  make  several  cap- 
tures; a list  of  which  will  accompany  this.— 
These  with  their  cargoes  were  wholly  destroy- 
ed, with  one  exception.  This  was  the  GrallL 
ott  Henrietta,  which  was  permitted  to  non 
with  the  prisoners,  thirty -eight  in  number, 
after  throwing  overboard  the  greater  part  of 
her  cargo,  leaving  only  a sufficient  to  ballasts 
her.  When  arrived  on  our  cruizing  •'■round 
I found  it  impossible  to  maintain  any  thing 
like  a station,  and  was  led,  in  chase,  'farther 
up  the  English  channel  than  Was  intended. 
After  arriving  on  soundings,  the  number  of 
neutrals  which  are  now  passing  kept  us  al- 
most constantly  in  pursuit.  It  give.-,  me  much 
pleasure  to  state  to  you  the  very  healthy  con- 
dition of  the  crew  of  the  Wasp  during  \ h© 
cruise.  Sometimes  without  one  on  tkeV.iek 
list  and  at  no  time  any  who  remained  ihm  <$ 
more  than  a few  days.  Great  praise  Is  dun 
to  Dr.  Clark  for  his  skill  and  attention  at  n}\ 
times;  but  particularly  after  the  action  with 
the  Reindeer,  his  unwearied  assiduity  to  the 
necessities  of  the  wounded  was  highly  conspi- 
cuous 

The  ship  is  at  present  Under 
hut  we  expect  to  be  released  from  it  to-mor- 
row, when  the  wounded  will  be  sent  to  the 
hospital,  and  every  exertion  made  to  prepare 
the  W asp  for  sea. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
70111*  most  obedient  servant, 

J BLAKELEY. 

The  honorable  Wm.  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington. 


A list  of  British  vessels  captured  bit  the  United  State's*  Strop  ft*,-** 

J.  Blakeley,  Esq.  commander,  between  isr  Man  and  (i'h  jiLi 

5814.  “ ‘ J 

June  2il,  Bark  Xeptnne,  Jo'hn  Mordiew  mssu  r,  John 
house,  Gilbert  Henderson,  John  Whiting  jftfd  major  D»\r te.vib 
ers,  13  men,  207  tons,  laden  with  sundries,  bi  llmer.g  t„  j ,-j 
pool,  and  bound  from  Cork  to  Hali-iux,  12  d..ys  oti*— hun  t. 

June  3Ui,  Brig  William,  Daniel  Rankin  v.'liiam. 

James  and  Dani-1  Rankin  owner*,  6 itren,  9i  tuns.  J:,  in-,  t R b-jt* 
li-v,  bi  longing  to  Dumbarton, and  hr  Omi  Irom  Liirmi  k iu  J , l.Y-ii 
si  i days  out— bnrnt. 

June  13 lb.  Brig  Bnllfts,  D.  t.  Cargill  mnst-r.  t).  L Cargdl  <,--vn 
er,  8 men,  131  tons,  2 long  six  pound,  r's, laden  with  skins.  shno’i  4 
Set.  belonging  to  Arbroath,  and  bound  trow  Mfigndoiv  L,,fu]yj, 
6 days  out— sfuttled. 

June  13 d,  Galliott  Henrietta.  John  Thompson  m IL.-bi-rt 
Montgomery  and  Robert  Gre.-dit.v  own-rs.  11  ineu,  jrj'.J-is'  1c-' 
den  with  provisions,  belonging  to  iMfnsr.  mid  bound  fr-.o  »,  &**« 
to  Gdadidone.  ft  days  out— given  up  to  pris-iie  rs. 

June  i tii f»,  Ship  C-rangv  Bov:. n,  -n  VVU* 

Kam  Banks,  ’I  lians*  Thatcher  and  William  A.  Mum-.-  r ,/ 
men,  325  tons,  2 long  nine  pound;  ;•*  and  * six-*,  bv!er*Wrb  m -A 
and  coflffp,  belonging  to  Bermuda,  and  bound  from  B mnidaVr 
London, . 29  da  vs  out— scut  tied. 

June  '&!>,  fi.-i?  Reindeer,  Win.  Manner^  Eso.  Tf:  Th  M.-d-sf,/ 
owner,  118  men,  382  tons,  2 ten#  six  pounders,  id  S4  ->.m .-p  fHlj* 
ronadvs,  1 12  pound  rarronade,  i brass  4 pmfli.u-.-m.  Vru-n 

Plymouth  on  sterilise*  6 days  out— burnt. 

July  4th,  Brig  Regulator.  Hu*-.ert  Fildes  nrv^rr.  .T.Fm  \r,d  -r/ 
son  and  James  Rosso n oAjit-rs,  3 men.  li  ton*,  laden  with 
win-,  belonging  to  Liverjwl,  and  Tjotind  from  To  Lor  Son, 

12  daysout— burnt. 

July  6th,  Scbonn,  r Jenny,  Tims.  Spearpoint  master.  The?,  ‘Jp.-ae, 
point  owner,  10  men,  151  tons,  laden  with  sweet  oil.-  belt., 4 f 
Plymouth,  and  bo oitd  from  LegS«*/n  ti>:5f«  It  J«a  f JvA 
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Copy  of  a letter  from  capt.  Blakely  to  the  secretary  oj 
the  navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Wasp,  L’Orient,  10th  July,  1814.^ 

Sin — After  the  capture  of  ins  Britannic  majesty  s 
sloop  of  war  the  Reindeer,  it  was  my  wish  to  have 
continued  the  cruise  as  directed  by  you.  I was 
however  necessitated  to  relinquish  this  desire  after 
a few  days,  from  a consideration  of  the  wounded  of 
©ur  crew,  whose  wounds  had  at  this  season  become 
offensive,  and  aggravated  by  the  number  of  prison- 
ers on  board  at  the  time,  being  seventy-seven  in 
number.  Fearing,  from  the  crouded  state  of  the 
Wasp,  that  some  valuable  lives  might  be  lost  if  re- 
tained on  board,  I was  compelled  though  with  re- 
luctance to  make  the  first  neutral  port.  Those  be- 
longing to  the  Reindeer,  who  were  dangerously 
wounded,  were  put  on  board  a Portuguese  brig- 
bound  to  England  three  days  after  the  action,  and 
from  the  winds  which  prevailed  arrived  probably  in 
two  or  three  days  after  their  departure.  Their  sur- 
geon, the  captains  clerk,  with  the  captains  and  offi- 
cers servants,  and  the  crew  of  the  Orange  Boven, 
were  put  on  board  the  same  vessel  to  attend  upon 
them.  Since  our  arrival  at  this  place  we  have  expe- 
rienced every  civility  from  the  public  authorities, 
our  quarantine  was  only  for  a few  hours,  and  our 
wounded,  fourteen  in  number,  were  carried  yester- 
day to  the  hospital  where  they  were  comfortably  si- 
tuated. Our  foremast  although  badly  wounded  can 
be  repaired,  and  will  be  taken  on  shore  as  soon  as 
possible.  All  the  other  damages  sustained  can  be 
repaired  by  ourselves. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  J.  BLAKELEY. 

Hon.  Wm.  Jones,  secretary  of  the  navy. 


Mr.  Jefferson’s  Library. 

31  It,  JEFFERSOs’s  OFFER  OF -COKGHESS  OF  HIS  LIBRARY. 

Jllonticello,  September  21,  1814. 

dt.ah  sin — T learn  from  the  newspapers  that  the 
vandalism  of  our  enemy  has  triumphed  at  Washing- 
ton over  science  as  well  as  the  arts,  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  public  library,  with  the  noble  edifice  in 
which  it.  was  deposited.  Of  this  transaction,  as  of 
that  of  Copenhagen,  the  world  will  entertain  but  one 
sentiment.  They  will  see  a nation  suddenly  with- 
draw from  a great  war,  full  armed  and  full  handed, 
talcing-  advantage  of  another  whom  they  had  recently 
forced  into  it,  unarmed  and  unprepared  to  indulge 
themselves  in  acts  of  barbarism  which  do  not  belong 
to  a civilized  age.  When  Van  "Ghent  destroyed  their 
shipping  at  Chatham,  and  De  Ruyter  rode  trium- 
phantly up  the  Thames,  he  might,  in  like  manner, 
by  the  acknowledgment  of  their  own  historians, 
have  forced  all  their  ships  up  to  London  bridge,  and 
there  have  burnt  them,  the  tower,  and  ciiy,  had  these 
examples  been  then  set.  London,  when  thus  menaced, 
was  near  a thousand  years  old;  Washington  but  in 
its  teens. 

I presume  it  will  be  amopg-  the  early  objects  of 
congress  to  recommence  their  collection.  This  will 
be  difficult  while  the  war  continues,  and  intercourse 
with  so  much  risk.  You  know  my  collection,  its 
condition  and  extent.  I have  been  50  years  making 
it,  and  have  spared  no  pains,  opportunity,  or  expense 
to  make  it  as  is.  While  residing  in  Paris  I devoted 
every  afternoon  I Was  disengaged  for  a summer  or 
two,  in  examining  all  the  principal  book-stores  turn- 
ing over  every  book  with  my  own  hands,  and  putting 
by  every  thing  which  related  to  America,  and  indeed 
whatever  was  rare  and  valuable  in  every  science;  be- 
sides this,  I had  standing  orders,  during  the  whole 
time  I was  in  Europe  in  its  principal  book-nuil’ts, 


particularly  Amsterdam,  Frankfort,  Madrid  and 
London,  for  such  works  relating  to  America  as  could 
not  be  found  in  Paris.  So  that,  in  that  department 
particularly,  such  a collection  was  made  as  probably 
Can  never  again  be  effected;  because  it  is  hardly  pro- 
bable tliat  the  same  opportunities,  the  same  time,  in- 
dustry, and  perseverance  and  expense  with  seme 
knowledge  of  the  bibliography  of  the  subject  would 
again  happen  in  concurrence.  During  the  same  pe- 
riod, and  after  my  return  to  America  I was  led  to 
procure  also  whatever  related  to  the  duties  of  those 
in  the  highest  concerns  of  the  nation,  so  that  the  col- 
lection, which  I suppose  is  of  Hetween  9 and  10,000 
volumes,  while  it  includes  what  is  chiefly  valuable  in 
science  and  literature  generally,  extends  more  par- 
ticularly to  whatever  belongs  to  the  American  states- 
man; in  the  diplomatic  and  parliamentary  branches* 
it  is  particularly  full.  It  is  long  since  I have  beert 
sensible  it  ought  not  to  continue  private  property, 
and  had  provided  at  my  death,  congress  should  have 
the  refusal  ©f  it,  at  their  own  price;  but  the  loss  they 
have  now  incurred  makes  the  present,  the  proper 
moment  for  their  accommodation  without  regard  to 
the  small  remnant  of  time,  and  the  barren  use  of  my 
enjoying  it.  I ask  of  your  friendship,  therefore,  to 
make  for  me  the  tender  of  it  to  the  library  committee 
of  congress,  not  knowing  myself,  of  whom  the  com- 
mittee consists;  I enclose  you  a catologue,  which  will 
enable  them  to  judge  of  its  contents,  nearly  the  whole 
are  well  bound,  abundance  of  them  elegant  ly,  and  of 
tile  choicest  editions.  They  may  be  valued  by  per- 
sons named  by  themselves,  and  the  payment  made 
convenient  to  the  public;  it  may  be  for  instance,  in 
such  annual  instalments  as  the  law  of  congress  has 
left  at  their  disposal,  or  in  stock  of  any  of  their  late 
loans,  or  of  any  loan  they  may  institute  at  this  ses- 
sion so  as  to  spare  the  present  calls  of  our  country, 
and  await  its  days  of  peace  and  prosperity.  They 
may  enter  nevertheless,  into  immediate  use  of  it,  aS  ’ 
18  or  20  waggons  would  place  it  in  Washington  in 
a single  trip  of  a fortnight.  I 'should'  be  willing,  in- 
deed, to  retain  a few  of  the  books  to  amuse  the  time 
I have  yet  to  pass,  which  might  be  valued  with  the 
rest,  butjiot  included  in  the  sum  of  valuation  until 
they  should  be  restored  at  my  death,  which  I would 
carefully  provide  for,  so  that  the  whole  library,  as  it 
stands  in  the  catalogue  at  this  moment,  should  be 
theirs,  without  any  garbling.  Those  1 should  like 
to  retain  would  be  chiefly  classical  and  mathemati- 
cal, some  few  in  other  branches,  and  particularly  one 
of  the  five  Encyclopedias  in  the  catalogue:  biU  this, 
d nat  acceptable,  would  not  be  urged.  I must  add, 
that  I have  not  revised  the  library  since  I came  home 
to  live,  so  that  it  is  probable  some  of  the  books  may 
be  missing,  except  in  the  chapters  of  law  and  divi- 
nity, which  have  been  revised,  and  stand  exactly  as- 
in  the  catalogue  which  will  of  course  be  needed, 
whether  the  tender  be  accepted  or  not.  I do  not 
know  that  it  contains  any  branch  of  science  which 
congress  would  wish  to  exclude  from  their  collection- 
There  is  in  fact  no  subject  to  which  a member  of 
congress  may  not  have  occasion  to  refer.  But  such 
a wish  would  not  correspond  with  my  views  of  pre- 
ventingits  dismemberment.  My  design  is  either  t® 
place  it  in  their  hands  entire,  or  preserve  it  so  here. 
Iam  engaged  in  making  an  Alphabetical  Index  of  the 
authors’  names  to  be  annexed  to  the  catalogue,  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  finding  their  works  in  the  cata- 
logue, which  I will  forward  to  you  as  soon  as  com- 
pleted. Any  agreement  you  shall  be  so  good  as  to 
take  the  trouble  of  entering  into  with  the  committee, 

I hereby  confirm.  Accept  the  assurance  of  my  great 
esteem  and  respect. 

(Signed)  TH.  JEFFERSOK 

Lawrence  //.  Smith,  esq. 
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The  new  British  Dominion  ! 

governor  Sherbrooke’s  proCt.*i nation. 

From  the  Halifax  Royal  Gazette  of  Sept.  24. 
By  lieutenant  general  sir  John  Coape  Sherbrooke , 
knight  of  the  most  honorable  order  of  the  Bath, 
lieutenant  governor  and  commander  in  chief  in 
and  over  his  majesty’s  provinces  ol  Nova  Scotia, 
commanding  a division  of  his  Britannic  majes- 
ties forces;  and  by  Edward  Griffith,  esquire,  ren  r 
admiral  of  the  white,  commanding  a squadron 
of  his  Majesty’s  ships  of  war, employed  in  taking 
possession  of  the  eastern  side  of  Penobscot  river, 
and  all  the  country  lying  between  the  same  river 
and  the  boundary  line  of  the  the  Province  ot 
New  Brunswick,  &c  &c. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  we  have  taken  formal  possession,  for  his 
majesty, of  all  the  eastern  side  of  the  Penobscot  river, 
and  all  the  country  lying  between  the  same  river  and 
the  boundary  line  of  the  Province  of  New-Brunswick, 
including  Long-Island,  and  all  the  other  Islands  near 
and  contiguous  to  the  shores  thereof: 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient  and  necessary  that  a 
provisional  government  be  established  in  that  coun- 
try until  his  majesty’s  pleasure  shall  be  known — we 
do  therefore  order  and  command,  for  the  present,  and 
until  further  orders  to  the  contrary,  all  judges,  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  and  other  officers  duly  commis 
sioned  and  appointed  to  keep  the  peace,  and  admin 
ister  justice  and  who  were  acting  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  government  within  that  country,  still  to 
continue  in  authority  until  his  majesty’s  pleasure 
shall  be  further  known,  and  to  administer  justice  and 
preserve  peace  and  good  order  within  the  same  coun- 
try, and  every  part  thereof,  agreeably  to  the  laws, 
usage  and  customs  in  force  at  the  time  we  took  pos- 
session of  that  country;  subject,  however,  to  such 
future  orders  and  alterations  as  may  be  expedient. 
And  we  have  appointed  Gerard  Gosselin,  esq.  major- 
general  in  his  majesty’s  service,  or  whoever  may 
succeed  to  the  military  command  in  case  of  his  death 
or  departure,  to  command  and  govern  that  country, 
until  his  majesty’s  pleasure  shall  be  further  known, 
or  uutil  the  commander  in  chief  of  his  majesty’s 
forces  shall  make  other  order  to  the  contrary.  And 
we  strictly  enjoin  and  command  all  persons  of  every 
description,  dwelling  and  residing  within  the  limits 
of  the  before  described  country,  to  pay  obedience  to 
this  Proclamation,  and  to  the  said  Gerard  Gosselin, 
or  to  the  senior  officer  commanding  that  country  for 
time  being,  and  to  conduct  themselves  peaceably  and 
quietly.  And  if  any  person  or  persons,  residing  or 
inhabiting  within  the  country  before  described,  shall 
hereafter  be  found  in  arms  against  his  majesty,  or 
aiding  or  assisting  his  majesty’s  enemies  in  any  oilier 
shape,  either  by  conveying  intelligence,  or  otherwise, 
such  person  or  persons  shall  be  immediately  brought 
before  a court  martial,  and  on  conviction,  shall  be 
punished  agreeably  to  military  law.  And  all  collec- 
tors and  receivers  of  the  public  revenue  of  that  coun- 
try, are  enjoined  and  commanded  immediately  to 
render  to  the  proper  officer  of  his  m-jesty’s  customs, 
appointed  for  that  purpose  at  Casline,  a true  and  ex- 
act account  of  all  and  every  sum  or  sums  of  public 
money  in  their  hands  at  the  time  possession  was  taken 
of  that  country  for  his  majesty,  and  to  pay  over  the 
same  to  the  said  officer  of  the  customs:  and  all  such 
collectors  and  receivers  are  to  account  fob,  and  pay 
over  in  the  same  manner  all  monies  by  them  collec- 
ted or  received  since  possession  of  that  country  was 
taken  by  us  as  aforesaid.  And  all  persons  inhabiting 
within  the  said  country  and  islands  are  required  to 
appear,  before  the  proper  officers  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  as  speedily  as  possible  after  the  publication 


hereof,  and  to  take  an  oath  to  behave  peaceably  and 
quietly,  and  while  inhabiting  and  residing  within  that 
country,  not  to  carry  arms,  or  in  any  respect  act  hos- 
tile against  his  majesty,  or  any  of  his  subjects.  And 
such  inhabitants,  taking  such  oath  shall  be  protec- 
ted in  their  persons  and  properties,  until  his  majes- 
ty’s pleasure  shall  be  known;  nothing  however,  herein 
contained,  is  to  extend  to  any  property  seized  and 
taken  as  prize  previous  to  the  publication  hereof,  or 
to  the  security  of  the  persons  or  property  of  those 
who  refuse  to  take  the  oath  before  mentioned.  And 
all  and  every  person  or  persons  not  being  an  inhabi- 
tant or  inhabitants  of  that  country,  at  the  time  it  was 
taken  possession  of  by  his  majesty’s  forces,  whether 
such  person  be  a British  subject  or  otherwise,  who 
shall  be  found  sojourning  in  that  country,  within  the 
said  limits,  or  passing  or  repassing  within  the  same 
without  a proper  pass,  and  licence  granted,  either 
by  the  governor  in  chief  of  British  North  America; 
or  by  the  admiral  commanding  in  chief  his  m-jesty’s 
shipson  the  coast  of  North  America,  or  by  the  lieute- 
nant-governors, or  commanders  in  chief  for  the  time 
being,  of  the  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia,  or  New- 
Brunswick,  or  by  the  aimiral  commanding  for  the 
time  being  at  II  .lifax,  or  from  the  said  Gerard  Gos- 
selin, or  whoever  may  succeed  him  as  senior  officer 
commanding  within  the  said  country,  shall  be  imme- 
diately apprehend'd  and  brought  to  trial  before  a 
court  mart  ial,  and  punished  as  for  a breach  of  orders, 
according  to  militia  lav*;  and  full  power  <md  autho- 
rity is  hereby  granted  to  the  said  Gerard  Gosselin, 
or  whoever  may  hereafter  be  commander  in  that  coun- 
try, until  Ins  majesty’s  pleasure  be  known,  to  compel 
any  person  or  persons,  who  may  hereafter  be  guilty 
of  any  hostile,  disorderly,  or  disobedient  conduct,  or 
who  refuse  to  take  the  oath  before  directed,  to  be  re- 
moved from  that  country,  and  to  punish  such  person 
or  persons,  who  may  return  to  the  same,  after  such 
removal,  according  to  military  law,  as  for  a breach  of 
orders.  And  all  persons  inhabiting  or  residing  with- 
in that  country,  being  owner  or  owners  of  any  ship  or 
ships,  vessel  or  vessels,  and  who  shall  have  takep 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  his  majesty,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  from  the  officer  of  the  customs  appointed 
at  Castine,  a certificate,  and  coasting  licence,  coun- 
tersigned by  the  military  officer  commanding  in  that 
country  for  the  time  being,  which  shall  protect  such 
ships  or  vessels  respectively,  in  fishing  or  coasting 
from  one  harbor  or  river  to  the  other,  within  the 
limits  of  the  country  aforesaid;  and  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  such  vessels  when  furnished  with  coasting  clear- 
ances, and  permits  from  the  proper  officer  of  the  cus- 
toms at  Castine  aforesaid,  to  carry  without  molesta- 
tion, from  one  harbor  to  another  within  said  district, 
the  produce  of  that  country,  or  any  goods,  wares  or 
merchandize,  lawfully  imported  into  Castine.  Pro- 
vided always  that  if  any  ship  or  vessel  so  licensed 
for  fishing  or  coasting  shall  be  found  at  the  distance 
of  ten  leagues  from  the  shore  of  said  country,  or  to 
the  southward,  or  westward  of  the  eastern  side  af 
Monhegan  island,  or  shall  be  found  to  the  northward 
or  eastward  of  the  line  of  the  province  of  New-Bruns- 
wick, the  licence  of  such  vessel  or  vessels,  shall  be 
null  and  void,  and  it  shall  be  lawful  to  seize  and  make 
prize  of  such  vessel  or  vessels,  the  same  as  if  owned 
by  the  enemy. 

And  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful,  until  his  majesty’s 
pleasure  shall  be  known,  for  any  British  subject,  or 
person  inhabiting  within  the  said  country,  who  shall 
be  admitted  to  the  privilege  of  a British  subject,  to 
import  and  bring  from  the  united  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  or  any  of  the  colonies  or  plan- 
tations thereto  belonging  into  the  port  of  Castine, 
and  no  other  port  or  place  within  the  said  district, 
in  British  ships,  owepd  and  navigated  according  to 
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ry  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  which  canltants  of  that  country  to  the  measures  necessary  to 
lawfully  exported  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  accomplish  that  object,  will  render  this  proclama- 


law, 
b 

to  the  British  colonies  ; and  ail  goods,  wares  and 
merchandize,  which  can  be  lawfully  imported  from 
one  British  colony  to  another;  and  to  export  in  like 
manner,  in  British  ships  only,  from  the  port  of  Cas- 
tine,  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  the  produce 
of  the  said  country,  or, goods  condemned  as  prize, 
and  to  carry  the  same  to  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or 
any  of  the  British  colonies.  Provided  always,  that 
any  British  ship,  entering  or  attempting  to  enter, 
any  other  port,  harbor  or  place,  within  the  limits 
of  the  said  country,  save  said  port  of  Castine,  shall 
pe  liable  to  be  seized  as  prize,  and  condemned  as  a 
British  ship  trading  with  the  enemy  ; And  provided 
•also  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  authorise 
British  subjects,  or  persons  trading  to  that  country 
under  the  authority  of  this  proclamation,  to  take  up 
& residence  in  said  country  unless  specially  licensed 
for  that  purpose,  as  fcforeoaid: 

And  *11  goods  imported,  and  exported,  into,  or! 
from,  the  said  port  of  Castine,  or  carried  coastwise  ' 
or  otherwise,  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  rules, 
orders  and  regulations,  which  the  laws  of  trade  and 
navigation,  and  the  British  acts  of  parliament  regu- 
lating the  trade  and  fisheries  of  the  British  colonies 
appoint;  and  which  duties  shall  he  collected,  and 
Jaws  of  trade,  rules  and  regulations  executed,  after 
the  same  manner  ss  at  the  custom-house  in  Halifax, 
in  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia. 

And  we  do  assure,  and  promise  the  inhabitants  of 
£he  country  taken  possession  of  by  us  as  aforesaid, 
that  so  long  us  they  shall  conform  to  this  proclama- 
tion, and  behave  themselves  peaceably  and  quietly, 
And  shall  fake  and  subscribe  cither  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  his  majesty,  or  the  oath  by  this  proclama- 
tion appointed,  they  shall  be  protected  both  in  per- 
form and  property,  until  his  majesty^  pleasure  shall 
J>e  known  ; and  as  far  as  possible,  shall  have  the  laws 
which  were  in  force  at  the  time  we  took  possession 
pf  that  country,  carried  into  execution  by  the  judges, 
jasagistrates  *nd  peace  officers  who  were  in  authority 


tion  null  and  void. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seals  at  arms  at  Halifax, 
this  21st  day  of  September,  in  the  54th  year  ol 
his  majesty's  reign,  Annoque  Domini  1814. 

JOHN  COAPE  SHERBROOKE, 

Lieu  enan t -general  commands ng . 
EDWARD  GRIFFITH,  rear  admiral 


jat  the  time  we  took  possession  of  said  country  : sub-  uf  her  valuable 
ject,  however,  to  ^ueh  alteration  and  ordinances,  as  cartel  of. 


American  Prizes. 
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The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain. 

And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission  spreads !” 

British  Naval  Register* 

1149.  Schooner  Mary,  with  dry  goods,  valued  at 
#8000  sterling,  from  Jamaica  for  St.  Domingo,  sent 
| into  New-Orleans,  by  the  Shark,  of  New-Yoik 
i 1150,  Brig  Hunter,  10  guns  and  20  men,  with  fish, 

! captured  bv  the  U.  S.  corvette  Adams  and  destroyed. 

1151.  Brig  Mary,  from  France  for  Newfoundland, 
captured  by  the  same  and  ditto. 

1152.  Schooner  Favorite,  laded  with  salt,  captur- 
ed by  ditto. 

1153.  Ship  Paris,  with  a cargo  of  lumber  and 
skins,  captured  by  do.  and  do.  The  skins,  worth 
$20,000,  taken  out. 

1154.  Schooner  Maria,  with  a cargo  of  lumbei*, 
captured  by  do.  and  do. 

1155.  Brig  Maria  Wirman,  from  Havanna  for  Scot- 
land, with  15  or  1600  boxes  of  sugar,  sent  into  Hy- 
ann is,  by  the  the  Yankee  of  Bristol.  This  vessel  is 
called  a Swede. 

1156.  Cutter  Wasp,  captured  by  the  Rattlesnake 
(privateer)  oft  the  British  coast  and  burnt. 

1157.  Brig  Dover,  of  Eondon,  captured  by  the 
same  and  ditto. 

1158.  Brig-  Pickle,  captured  by  the  Pike  of  Balti- 
more and  burnt, 

1159.  Schooner , from  St.  Johns,  divested 


articles,  by  the  same,  and  made  a 
the  officer  commanding  for  the  time  being,  may!  H60.  Schooner  Industrious  Bee,  captured  by  the 


deem  necessary  and  expedient  to  enable  him  to  sup.  Lame  and  burnt, 
port  and  maintain  the  power  an  i authority  of  his  ma- 
^esty,  in  and  over  that  country,  and  subject  to  the 
authority  of  that  summary  and  military  course  of 
proceeding-  which  the  defence  of  the  country  mav 
vender  necessary,  and  which  the  laws  of  war  among 
civilized  nations  authorise.  And  we  hope  that  the 
peaceable  demeanor,  and  behavior  of  the  inhabi* 
tun  is,  under  present  circumstances,  will  be  such  as 
v/iii  enable  tl*e  officer  commanding  for  the  time  be- 
ing, to  carry  into  effect  every  measure  necessary  to 
promote  their  present  security  and  happiness  ; but 
nothing  contained  in  this  proclamation  is  to  extend. 


or  b 
mu- 


1161.  Schooner  Venus,  captured  by  ditto  and  do. 

1162.  Schooner  Lord  Nelson,  captured  by  ditto 
and  ditto. 

1163.  Schooner  Hope,  captured  by  ditto  and  dittc. 

1164.  Brig  Jane,  with  provsions  and  dry  goods, 
divested  of  part  of  her  cargo,  by  the  same,  and  made 
a cartel  of. 

1165.  Brig  Orient,  from  Portsmouth,  (Eng.)  for 
Teneriffe,  with  some  dry  goods,  captured  by  the 
same,  divested  and  scuttled. 

1165.  Brig-  John,  from  London  for  Teneriffe,  cap- 
tured by  the  same  and  burnt  within  gun  shot  of  a 


be  construed  to  extena,  to  the  establishment  of ! British  man  of  war  brig. 

> toriri  or  government  that  shall  exist  longer  than  -(j^rThe  Pike  captured  several  other  vessels  which 
ttu  his  majesty  s measure  shall  be  Vnnwr.  ««a  o..u  sjie  released,  or  made  cartels  of— two  or  three  valua- 


until  lffs  majesty’s  pleasure  shall  be  known,  and  sub- 
ject to  all  such  orders  and  regulations  as  the  prince 
regent  of  the  united  kingdom,  acting  in  the  name 
and  on  the  behalf  of  his  majesty,  may  think  expe- 
dient to  appoint  and  establish  for  the  perm  an 


permanent 


government  of  that  country;  until  which  period  we 
promise  to  carry  into  effect  this  proclamation,  in 


ble  prizes  are  yet  to  be  heard  of — but  the  privateer 
ran  ashore  on  the  southern  coast,  and  was  taken  pos- 
session of  by  someth  the  enemy  vessels.  A part  of 
the  crew  escaped — 43  were  made  prisoners.  She 
parolied  250  prisoners  during  her  cruise. 

1167.  Brig  Kingston  Packet,  with  oil  and  fish, 
lox  of  Portsmouth, 
schooner  sent  into  Ocra- 
by  the  Herald  of  New-Yoi  k. 

. , ,,  . „ . - > ,-.r  ^ vww-w . 1170-  Ship  Samuel  Cummings,  400  tons, ladeft  with 

toroid  possession  of  the  country  against  his  majes-j  sugar  ami  coffee— captured  by  the  Pike  of  Baltic 
ty  .seuemies  to  whicn^bjept  the  officer  commanding  more,  but  wrecked  on  the  southern  coast— part  of 
,n  that  country,  for  U*  tone  being-  is  to  employ  his  the  cargo  saved. 

*****  *"***>  **/  ‘Pf ottuoB  from  the  jirfuiji-'  J17J.  Ship  five  Sisters,  captured  By  the  le.ttfj-6i 


to  the  measures  necessary  and  expedient  to  be  tak 
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marque  schooner  Dash,  divested  of  20©  puncheons  1195.  Brig  Princess  Mary,  from  Ireland  for  Lon- 
of  Jamaica  rum,  and  permitted  to  proceed.  jdon,  with  government  provisions,  captured  by  the 

1172, 1173,  1174,  1175,  1176.  1177,  1178— seven  same  and  destroyed, 
vessels,  viz.  1,  bark  Neptune,  207  loos,  from  Cork  forj  1196.  Brig  Eliza,  from  the  same  to  the  same,  with 
Halifax,  with  a cargo  of  sundries;  2.  hrig  William,  stores,  captured  by  the  same— cargo  thrown  over- 
1 idea  with  barley,  from  Limerick  for  Lisbon;  3 brigl  board  and  vessel  made  a cartel  of. 

Pallas,  2 guns,  331  tons,  from  Magudore,  for  Lon-  1197.  Schooner  Esperance  from  Chalon  Bay  for 


poo). 


don,  richly  laden  with  skins,  &c.  4 galliot  Henrietta,  i Corunna,  captured  by  the  same  and  destroyed, 
from  Belfast  for  Guadeloupe,  laden  with  provisions;  1193.  Ship  London, front  Merimacki  for  Liver; 

5.  ship  Orange  Bovgn,  8 guns,  325  tons,  full  of  sugar  with  timber,  captured  by  the  sarse  and  burnl. 
ami  coffee,  from  B?rrr»udu  to  Loudon;  6.  brig  Ilegula  ! 1 199.  Ship  Postethweil,  from  Cork  for  Merimach;, 

tor,  112  tons,  laden  with  port  wine,  from  Oporto  toj  tn  ballast,  captured  by  the  same  and  burnt. 

London;  7.  schr  Jenny,  151  tans,  with  a cargo  of)  The  Whig,  made  several  prizes  yet  to  be  heard  of, 
sweet  oil,  from  Leghorn  to  London — all  captured  [and  has  arrived  at  New- York,  with  some  goods  and 
by  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  on  the  British;  23  prisoners  ; she  also  made  some  prizes  in  co.  with 
coast  -,  and  burnt  or  scuttled ',  except  the  Henrietta  j tbs  David  Porter,  mentioned  above, 
made  a cartel  of.  i 1200.  Brig  Nancy,  from  Liverpool,  for  Halifax 

1179  “ His  majesty's  sloop  of  war  llEixnr.En,  21  \ laden  with  dry  goods,  captured  by  the  Portsmouth, 
gun«,  118  men,  from  Plymouth  on  a cruise,  captured  |°f  Portsmouth,  divested  of  318  biles  and  packages 
by  the  same,  after  a short  but  sharp  action,  and  j<>f  goods  invoiced  at  <£27,000  sterling,  and  ordered 

burnt.  See  official  account.  j*11-  This  is  a great  prize,  well  accounted  for,  as  the 

1130.  Schooner , captured  by  the  Leach  of  J privateer  with  her  rich  spoils  has  safely  arrived. 

Salem,  id i d ransomed.  I 1291.  A sloop  from  Halifax, captured  by  the  same, 

1181.  Brig , of  200  tons,  with  a cargo  or  j<hyesLed  of  her  valuable  goods,  and  given  up  to  die 

urn,  sugar,  molaseec,  lime-juice  and  lignum-vita,  J prisoners. 

sti mated  to  be  worth  $30,000,  sent  into  Newbern,  i 1202.  Schooner  Columbia,  from  Halifax  for  Bur- 


ial reu 


rum 

cstimat  „ . , 

by  the  Hero  of  that  place.  jbadoes,  with  fish  and  lumber;  worth  $4,000  capt 

1182.  Brig  Mars,  from  Mogadore,  captured  by!  and  sent  into  Newbury  port,  by  the  same, 
the  David  Porter,  of  Boston,  (the  Whig  of  B.dti-j  1203.  Brig  Fire  Fly,  from  Smyrna  for  London,  with 

ought  into 
Baltimore* 

captured  as  above,  divest- [_  uj;  i ne  privateer  has  sarelv  arrived  and  lias  on 
ed 


more  in  company)  divested  of  a considerable  part'*  bill  cargo  of  drugs,  wines  and  silks,  brt 
of  her  cargo  and  ordered  in.  j Wilmington,  N.C.  by  the  Sabine  of  Baltin 

1183.  Brig  Cornwallis,  captured  ns  above,  divest-]  Cj^Ths  privateer  has  safely  arrived  ai 
l and  made  a cartel  of.  She  was  laden  with  Barilla.]  hoard  the  optima  a polio,  of  the  enemy’s  vessels  she 
1184  Ship  Vester,  from  Bio  Janeiro  for  England,  I took,  worth  $100, ©00. 

'G  guns,  captured  by  the  David  Porter,  divested  of  3204.  Brig  Mary  and  Eliza,  from  Halifax,  laden 
her  least  bulky  and  most  valuable  articles  and  or-  with  lumber,  &c.  captured  by  the  Argo  of  Baltimore, 
<leved  into  port.  |ant3  chased  ashore  off'B  irregat,  where  she  was  burnt, 

1185.  Brig  Iloratia,  from  the  same  for  the  same,  jor  “satisfactorily  accounted  for.” 


wun  a cargo  of  provj- 


captured  by  the  same,  and  ransomed  for  a bill  of;  1*05.  Schooner  — 

$2 0, '•:).) — cargo,  hides  and  tallow.  j ^ions,  sent  into  an  eastern  port  by  the  Portsmouth  of 

yj’TheD.  P.  has  several  fine  prizes  yet  to  be  j Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
heard  of.  | 12'  >6.  Brig  Argo,  from  Dublin,  with  100  puncheons 


1186.  Ship  Liddle,  from  Liverpool  for  Marami-j  hush  whiskey,  a quuil.it 


iiul  provi- 


• j -- — .. wi  port  wine 
chi,  captured  by  the  Amelia  of  Baltimore,  divested  | ^ons,  sent  into  Portland,  by  the  Surprize  of  Ballj- 
xmd  given  up  to  release  lier  prisoners.  I more. 

1187-  Ship  Jesse,  from  London  for  Newfound- i *y07,  ladyu  with  mm  and  molasses,  sent  into 

land,  captured  by  the  same  and  burnt.  j i,08.  39  guns  captured  on 

2183.  Schooner  M-nk,  laden  with  flour,  a new]  Lake  Champlain,  by  com.  Macdomrtigh!  ’ 

vessel  built  on  lake  Superior,  and  captured  on  lake  I.  Jfw/VyuA-  ’ brig  Lumet,  1 6 guns,  captured  on  the  sam« 

„ , 1 j 1 0.  , . by  com.  Mncdonough!! 

Huron,  oy  the  squadron  under  com.  Sinclair,  and  1210.  His  Majesty'*"  sloop  Chub,  n guns,  captured  on  the  same 
sen \ to  Erie.  [by  com.  MaedononghlH 

1189.  Schooner  Perseverance,  also  laden  with  FtoCb’  • 1 gum’  *****  0,1  tI,e 

provisions,  captured  on  lake  Superior  by  the  same]  12-2, :2i3*  i2hrgrinTel!t:'‘:hi*  majesty’s gadi-s, of 2 great  gim 

same  hv  coni.  Maedoiu»ugh!!i!  ’ ° 

provisions,  captured  by  the  Mammoth 


and  destroyed  in  attempting  to  get  her  down  the  eac£*  lll“,1c  >“  thesamebv 
■w,n,  o*‘  S’’  W irv’s  1215.  Sloop  Farmer,  tv'iti 

xail.T  O.  o..  al.iry  S.  I »f  Baltimore,  o.t  Nova  Sc< 


1190.  “His  majesty’s1 
a -fine  vessel,  richly 
stcoyed  by  the  same 
von. 

OTyThere  is  now 
batteaux  belonging  to  tiie  enemy  on  t'ac  upper  lakes, 
Huron,  Michigan  and  Superior. 

1191.  Brig  Endeavor,  a "transport  vessel,  laden 
with  sails,  -anchors,  army  stores  and  coal,  captured 
by  the  Surprise,  of  Baltimore,  and  destroyed  on 
Itockavvay  beach,  near  New-Yorlc,  by  the  British. 
Cargo,  &c.  partially  saved. 

1192.  Cutter  Jubilee,  from  Teueriffe  with  wine 


Scotia  and  sunk. 


Bait*  move. 

:212.  Bug  Ceres,  of  Glasgow,  with  hrarnly,  &c.  divested  mid  giv> 
en  tip  to  release  the  prisoners,  by  the  same* 

La  The  York  aiso  captured  ami  ordered  in. 

1.  the  brig  Harvest,  with  fins,  s nl  skins,  oil  and  salmon. 

2.  1 lie  brig  William,  to  gnt-s.  H men,  iron.  Rio  Janeiro,  wi 
J tons,  sugar  and  coffee  am!  50  tons  sundries. 


captured  by  the  Whig  of  Baltimore,  divested  of 
part  of  her  cargo  and  made  a cartel  of. 

1193.  Schooner  Alexandria,  in  ballast,  capture 
bv  the  same  and  burnt. 


330 

The  brig  liover, 
}.j  sugar  and  mm 


miii  Havanua  tor 


itk 

Guernsey,  laden  with 


! 4.  Sloop  Regulator,  of  Nantucket,  recaptured  with  a handsome 

| cargo-arrived  at  Chatham. 

try  i he  cruises  ol  our  privateers,  as  in  a voice  of  thunder,  tells 
congress  how  the  enemy  should  be  assailed.  The  prizes  of  he 
lurk  are  worth,  at  least,  a million  ami  a half  of  dollars.— It  is  a 


1194.  Brig  Irish  Miner,  with  coal,  c.mttired  bvichan?eii’‘;itl'ei‘  of  tlK‘n‘  arrive;  ami  the  pn>»eds  of  the  cr« 
e A J 'may  be  regained  to  the  enemy,  e ’ 


the  jams  and  made  a cartel  of. 


iv  In  Ipii  wi4«  T * »*- 


e\cepi  that  part  of  the  richest  spoits 
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sels.  and,  during  the  coming  winter,  they  will,  though 
les  the  main,”  sink  burn  and  destroy,  enemy  property  J- 
: of  15  or  20  millions  of  dollars,  perhaps.  This  is  the 


SO  snch  vessels. 

^Britain  rul 

to  the  value  ot  15  or  20  millions  o!  dollars,  perhaps 
way  to  tight  the  English  at  s;  a.  We  have  reaped  a full  harvest  of 
naval  glory— anil  \ve  should  now  attack  the  io*  in  the  wav  that 
we  tan  do  him  the  most  ’‘essentia!  injury.”  The  York  did  not 
lose  a man  during  her  cruise!  She  was  out  13  weeks. 

1223.  Brig  Queen  Charlotte,  from  St.  John’s  for  Yarmouth,  in- 
vested of  a few  bales  of  goods,  and  destroyed  by  the  Surprize  ot 
Baltimore. 

1724.  Ship  Milnes.  2 guns,  15  men,  f'cnm  Cork  for  Quebec,  jn 
ballast,  captured  by  the  same  and  burnt. 

G2 5.  Brig  Lively,  from  Mari mache  for  Scotland,  with  lumber 
captured  by  the  same  and  burnt. 

1226.  Sciiomicr  Prince  Regent,  from  Quebec  for  Scotland,  laden 
with  lumber,  captured  bv  the  same  and  burnt* 

1227.  Ship  Doris,  from  Cork  for  Quebec,  in  ballast,  captured  by 
the  same  and  burnt. 

1.  28.  Brig  Willing  Maid,  from  Cork  for  Marimacli,  by  ditto  and 
ditto. 

1229.  Brig  Polly, 4 guns,  15  men,  from  ditto  for  ditto,  by  ditto 
and  ditto. 

l?-30,  Schooner  Sally,  from  St.  John’s  forPictou,  by  ditto  and 

ditto. 

1231.  Privateer  Lively,  l gun,  17  men,  captured  by  ditto  and 
brought  into  Salem. 

123-t.  Ship  Caledonia  from  Cork  for  Quebec,  with  dry  goods, 
ttup,  fee.  worth  250,000  dollars,  captured  by  the  same,  divested  ot 
goods  to  the  value  of  50,900  dollars,  but  afterwards  retaken  by 
the  enemy. 

1233,  1234,  1*35,  1236,  Brigs  Eagle,  Traveller,  Wellington  (4 
guns.  15  men)  and  Eliza,  captured  by  the  same  and  made,  cartels  of 
©r  given  up  to  release  the  prisoners. 


Ocy  The  Surpyiz.'  also  captured  the  Endeavor  and  Argo,  (See 
Nos.  1191  ami  12C6,)  arrived— tin-  ship  Young  William,  of  10  guns 
and  17  men,  with  a full  cargo  of  br;  ad.  fee.  the  brig  Albion  with 
wine  and  fish,  and  schooner  Charlotte  Ann.  with  sugar  and  wine, 
which  she  manned  and  ord -red  in.  and  recaptured  the  boat  Ann, 
The  Surprize  has  arrived  at  Salem, With  114  packages  of  dry  goods, 
Resides,  ptier  articles— her  cruise  was  only  of  one  , A-rprizcs 
2o;  prisone  rs  I fought  in  37— released  160,  total  197;  tons  of  -ship- 
ping taken  3,700  The  day  of  her  arrival  she  recaptured  her  prize 
the  C’fedoiiia  in  the  bay,  (she  had  been  retaken  by  the  prisoners) 
took  out  60,090  dollars  worth  of  goods  and  ordered  her  in  again. 

A St.  Joint’s,  N.  F.  paper  o’  Sept.  8,  mentions.,  the  capture  o! 
several  vessels  by  the  Snrpriz  , and  adds: 

“Captain  Sexton  ofthe  Endeavor,  M’Farlane  of  the  Caledonia, 
and  Reid,  ofthe  Mi! n s,  with  their  crews,  were  landed  this  morning 
from  the  brig  Traveller. — They  speak  in  the  handsomest  terms  of 
the  politeness  and  attention  they  experienced  from  capt.  Barnes1 
and  his  officers,  during  the  time  they  were  o;i  hoard  the  priva- 
teer.” 


1237.  Transport  ship  Stranger,  from  England  for  Quebec,  lade; 
with  66  pieces  of  cannon (42  3 ’s  and  22  2-i’s)  390  boxes  ammuni- 
tion, and  a great  quantity  of  blankets  8ic.Jdcsig;w  d for  the  enemy’s 
fleet  on  Ontario, -captured  by  the  Fox  of  Portsmouth  and  sent  into 
Saiem,  This?  prize  is  indeed,  of  great  value. 

1239,  i::3g,  Three  vessels  captured  by  the  Spark  of  New 

York,  oft  ti»s  coast  of  Portugal,  fee.  and  b-vim.-  olTdtle  valuugiveu 
up.  Two  others  were  manned  and  ordered  for  the  United  Stales. 

1341.  Ketch  Expedition,  with  75  pipes  of  wine  and  1150  quintals 
Barilla,  sent  into  NVw-Ymk  by  the  Grampus  of  Baltimore/ 

1247.  Sclir.  Charlott-  Ann,  laden  with  sugar,  wine,  fee.  sent 
into  Saco,  by  the  Slnyprize  of  Baltimore, 

1243.  Schooner  — — , with  some  dry  goods,  fee.  sent  into  Salem, 
by  the  Viper  of  that  port. 

* 1244  Brig  Eclipse,  from  Buenos  Ayres  for  Liverpool,  laden  with 
IV  00  hides,  16  baits  NuU’i  skins,  60  tons  pig  iron,  horns  and  specie, 
armed  with  14  guns, 9 pounders. sent  into  New  York  by  t|m  Chas- 
seur Boyle,  (iate  of  the  Comet)  of  Baltimore. 

1445.  Brig  Catherine  and  William,  of  London,  laden  with,  dry 
goods,  prize  to  the  Grampus,  of  Baltimore,  lost  near  Beaufort, 
S-  C on  the  ?0th  ult» 

1'  m3.  SchooEcr  Retrieve,  with  a cargo  of  fish,  from  St.  Jolwfs 
for  Martinique,  captunxl  by  the  Fox  of  Portsmouth  and  burnt.  . j 
1247,  12  8.  1249— the  Leith  Packet,  from  TennerifFe  for  Dub- 
lin tits?  William  amt  Ann  from  Glasgow  for  Clare;  and  the  Pi  ggy 
and  Ann  from  Liverpool  to  Limerick,  captured  by  the  United 
States’ sloop  Peacock,  off  the  coast  of  .'Ireland,  and  sunk. 

1 50.  Cutter  Flying  Fish  with  a cargo  of  sweet  oil,  &c.  cap- 
tured by  the  Sabine  of  Baltimore, ami  sent  into  . 

l.’5B  Brig  Aaron,  with  wine  and  codfish,  captured  by  the  same, 
and  sent  into • 

1253.  Brig  Harvest,  laden  with  fish,  oil,  fee.  from  Newfound* 
land,  cent  into  -—-.by  the  York  of  Baltimore. 

1 53.  125  \ two  ships  captured  by  the  Syren,  off  the  British 


coasts  and  destroyed. 

1255,  1356.  The  Steady  from  Bordeaux  to  Newfoundland,  and 
the  James,  from  St.  Juan  de  Luz,  takmt  and  burnt  by  the  Prince  of 
Ncufchatel,  American  privateer,  owned  by  Americans  in  France, 
and  fitted  out  at  Cherbourg. 

; 257.  Brig  Coshers,  from  Cork  for  Quebec,  with  a full  cargo  of 
provisions,  captured  by  the  Amelia,  of  Baltimore  and  burnt. 

I 58.  Brig  Harmony, from  Alicam  for  Newfoundland,  with  sal; 
and  some  wjrie,  captured  by  the  same,  divested  of  the  latter  and 
niftne  ft  cartel  of. 


1259.  Brig  Elizabeth,  from  Cork  for  Newfoundland,  captured 
by  the  same  and  burnt. 

’ 1260.  Ship of  8 guns,  from  Greenock  for  Newfound* 

y.  1 with  dry  goods,  coals  and  wine— captured  by  the  same,  di- 
/yted  of  her  dry  goods,  and  manned  and  ordered  into  port.  The 
Apiclja  also  captured  and  ordered  in  the  ship  Neptune  anil  brig  Aim, 


with  valuable  cargoes.  She  had  a smart  fight  with  the  Neptun* 
but  no  person  hurt  on  either  side.  When  last  ln  ard  of  she  had  31 
prisoners  un  board,  who  were  very  troublesome— as  by  maiming  the 
priz-s  she  had  only  58  of  her  crew  left, 

326f.  Princess  Mary,  from  Limerick  for  Plymouth,  Eng.  ®ap- 
ti,,v'd  by  tli”  Whig,  of  Baltimore,  off  the  British  coast,  and 
burnt* 

1262.  Eliza,  from  Limerick  for  London,  captured  by  the  same; 
cargo  thrown  overboard,  and  vessel  made  a cartel  of. 

1263.  Brig  .stranger (which  sailed  in  company  with  the  Eclipse, 
with  the  same  destination,  with,  probably,  a like  saluable  cargo.) 
captured  by  the  U.  S. sloop  Peacock,  and  burnt. 

1264.  Scnooner , captured  by  the  Leach,  of  Salem,  divested 

and  given  up. 

ffeTWe  expect  a long  list  of  vessels  captured  or  destroyed  on 
the  British  coasts,  where  there  have  lately  been  many  of  our  pri- 
vateers. 

126  '.  ‘lHis  majesty’s  ship  Hermes,  28  guns,  blown  up  in  Mobile 
Bay — see  gen.  Jackson’s  official  letters. 

1266.  Sloop  Jane,  70  tons,  from  St.  Jean  dc  Luz  for  Falmouth^ 
with  lumber,  captured  by  the  privateer  Prince-  of  Neufchatel,  oi 
New  York  (originally  fitted  out  in  France,  by  some  Americans  at 
Paris,  and  l ist  from  Cherbourg)  and  burnt. 

1267.  Brig  Triton,  137  tons,  ” guns,  from  Cadiz  for  London,  with 
a cargo  ol  coffee  and  win,  ; captured  by  the  same,  some  part  of 
the  coffee  taken  our,  an^l  sunk. 

1263.  Transport  brig  Aaron,  142  tons,  4 guns,  from  Gibraltar 
for  Lisbon  in  ballast,  captured  by  the  same,  and  burnt. 

1259.  Brig  Apollo,  135  tons,  from  St.  Ube»  for  Riga,  with  a 
cargo  of  salt,  cu placed  by  the  same  and  burnt. 

127C.  Cutl'rGcn.  Doyle,  37  tons,  coppered,  from  Leghorn  fesjr 
Bristol.  With  a cargo  of  oil,  captured  by  the  same,  and  blu  nt. 

J27l.  Sloop  George,  50  tons,  from  Milford  Haven  for  Plymouth, 
with  coals, captured  by  the  same  and  sunk., 

1272.  Brig  Barewick  Packet,  from  Cork  for  Bristol,  in  ballast 
with  50  passengers  captured  by  the  same  ai  d made  a cartel  ok 

1273.  Brig  Sibron,  200  tons,  4 guns  from  Greenock  for  Cork, 
in  ballast,  captured  by  the  same  and  sunk. 

1*74.  Brig  Nymph,  150  tons,  from  St.  Jean  de  Luz  for  Cork, 
with  dry  goods,  fee.  captured  by  the  same,  divested  of  the  dry 
goods,  the  vest  of  her  cargo  thrown  overboard,  and  given  up  to  the 
prisoners. 

127.5.  Brig  Albion,  155  tons,  4 guns,  from  Greenock  for  Cork, 
with  dry  goods,  fee.  captured  by  the  same,  divested  of  her  richest 
articles  and  burnt. 

1 76.  Snip  Harmony, 290  tons, 4 guns, from  Greenock  for  Cork, 
with  dry  goods  and  other  valuable  articles,  captured  by  the  same, 
divested  ami  ordered  into  port.  This  vessel  was  re-captured  two 
or  three  days  after. 

U77  ling  Charlotte,  190  tons,  8 guns, from  Rio  Janeiro,  with  a 
cargo  of  hides. captured  by  the  same  and  burnt. 

127S  Brig  Mary  Ann,  103, tons  from  St.John’s  for  Barbadot  s,  with 
a cargo  of  lumber,  eaptured  by  the  same  and  burnt. 

CCP  l he  Prince  of  Nvutchate!  has  made  several  splendid  cruises 
since  the  war,  causing  great  loss  to  the  enemy.  She  belongs  to 
the  estate  of  Mrs.  Charrten  of  New  York,  lat-  lv  deceased.  She 
has  been  chased  by  17  different,  men  of  war,  during  the  present 
cruise— mounts  17  guns,  is  31  <3  tons  burthen,  and  hermaphrodite 
rigged.  The  goods  she  has  brought  in  are  estimated  as  worth  from 
: to  300,"  00  dollars,  and  it  was  represented  she  also  had  a large 
sum  in  specie  on  board.  The  damage  done  by  her  to  the  enemy 
during  this  cruise  is  equal  to  a million  of  dollars  at  least.  Sh^ 
arrived  at  Boston  on  the  15th  insl.  after  a desperate  battle  of 
which  we  have  the  following  highly  interesting  account— shewing 
it  to  have  been  one  of  the  most,  splendid  victories  and  hardest 
bought  triumph  that  has  been  achieved  siuce  the  war,  for  the  num- 
bers engaged. 

“On  the  i ill,  Nantucket  bon*  N-  about  1-4  miles  distant  from 
the  land— discovered  a I’rigat . off  Gay  Head,  which  gave  chase  and 
cam?  up  very  fast,  with  a fresh  breeze,  while  we  were  becalmed. 
A t 2 P.  M.  we  took  tht  breeze  and  took  the  Douglas,  Qoue.of  her 
prizes]  in  tow,  the  frigate  then  about  4 leagues  from  us.  At  sun 
set  it  fell  calm'.  Al  7 P.  M.  was  obliged,  on  account  of  the  emy 
rent,  to  come  to  anchor  about  musket  shot  of  our  prize;  and  sup- 
posing tli-  frigate  would  send  her  barges  to  attempt  to  capture  ns, 
called  all  hands  to  quarters  and  there  kept  them.  Ai  half  past  S, 
P.  M.  a signal  was  made  from  the  prize,  that  the  barges  were  com- 
ing, prepared  for  them.  Soon  after  discovered  them  and  com-  • 
fuenced  firing,  which  they  disregarded  and  were  soon  alongside— 
they  were  live  in  number,  one  on  each  side,  one  on  each  how,  and 
one  on  the  stem.  A warm  action  was  ihen  kept  up’ with  muskets, 
pistols,  cutlasses,  fee.  and  in  every  attempt  the  enemy  made  to 
board  he  was  promptly  met  and  repulsed.  About  20  minutes  af- 
ter the  commencement,  the  enemy  cried  out  for  quarters,  which 
were  granted,  and  then  ended.  Of  the  five  barges  and  launches, 
(which  ..contained  104  men  including  officers- at  the  commence- 
ment ofthe  action.)  one  way-sunk,  (with  43  men  2 only  of  which 
w-.-re  saved)  3 drifted  off  from  alongside,  apparently  with  no  living 
man  on  board,  and  one  was  taken  possession  of.  Slu;  contained  36 
nu  n at  the  commencement  of  the  action,  8 of  which  were  killed, 
20  woum!<  d,  and  8 unhurt.  It  was  then  ascertained  they  were 
from  the  Endymion  and  were  all  armed  with  pistols,  b<«rding 
pikes,  muskets,  cutlasses  and  blunderbusses.  The  2d  lieut.  of  that 
frigate,  (F.  Qnnond,  who  was  unhurt)  3 midshipmen,  2 of  w hich 
were  severely  wounded,  and  one  masters’  mate  also  wounded, 
were  permitted  to  come  on  board,  the  remainder  of  the  prisoners, 
(15  seamen  and  mo  rim.  s)  were  It  ptin  the  launch  astern  all  night, 
alter  taking  out  the  arms,  oars,  fee.  as  the  command-  r dare  not 
trust  them  on  board,  having  only  eight  men  left  fit  tor  duty. 

The  Prince  of  Neufchatel  had  only  33  men,  including  officers, 
at  quarters,  at  the  commencement  of  the  action,  and  had  on  board 
37  prisoners.  After  the  action  it  was  ascertained,  that  6 of  her 
crew  were  killed,  (Us  well  as  Mr.  Charles  Ililburn,  of  Nantucket. 
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, .SIM,  nton  «t.r.  fishing  .15  >r“;:lr,tC,?'m-:-l-ny0  the  subject  t0  the  T'fs  °,f  K°‘ 

slightly,  an.:  3 unhurt.  The  next  wvjrnuig  the  * ^ \ h i- r"' mment ; and  as  tne  government  ledmetobel.  ve 
.(iip  .ien  a id  natter’*  mate,  s'S;l  d H i^'theiT •honors,  not  tu  tind  the  fieit  under  your  command  would  be  Upon 

y‘-Xe“/£‘pS£  lake  °TT’  *°  wUh  m?  J‘v's;0" 

a i wer  • towed  ashore  to  N.nitucia-t  i.i  the  *qU  , ,cnt  i5  0f  at* my,  the  first  week  m July,  I n.ive  deemed  i-  ni  -na 
o;  N ufJiati  t’s  hout.  ^^iv\vo.inilrti  men  also  on  proper  to  let  the  nation  know,  that  the  support  I 

lhLv?Vmrpl7e.!7th?for  .u'-r  at\i»e  disposal  of  the  llad  U riSht  tG  eXPtCl  WaS  not  ^rded. 

di  l not  'nr.  10  rust  them  on  board  in  lus  then  enfe  J consider  my  conduct  towards  yourself  and  the 


«’»>.  ackuowg.lg.-  a loss  of  33  killed,  37  wou  .dod,  and  30  prison 
er,;  among  ta-.*  ki!k<!  was  the  tirs:  h ut.  ol  1 1 K > •>  ‘ ’ 

>liash -is  • -late,  the  3d  licut.  2 o.aUei  i oral  S und  1 n. ^ 
Vi'uu.i  i (1  The  commander  of  the  . i^atc  said  h had  Ui«  • a _> 
met'  a ' a*  jhoulu  «iave,,rmo  if  eugag*-*" 
oh  , a id  gave  givat  creilit  to  the  officer 

■1,  •”  - I They 


gaining  the  deck  of  the 
Americans  yet  rallied  and 


402  te 
>.n  Um-deauxfrom 


teer  for  t'i<  ir  gallant  defence,  Ib  V ',a  | 
one  of  them  was  wounded  by  twenty  q, 
said  that  a part  of  tin  ir  men  succeeiied  i 
Prince  of  Neiifckatel,  but  that  the 
drove  Uie.u  ov-Ttioai-dJ  . . „ . , _,n. 

127P.  Ship  Douglas,  10  gnus,  from  Jamaica  lot  ri.igL.nu,  cap 
1 11  red  hy  tli.  same  a-: d run  a^ior-  on  Nantucket,  ' 
was  saved.  It  consisted  of  421  hhds.  2 tierces  t.i  1 
190  puncheons  rum;  6 hhds  molasses;  25,  hsl-  s cattn 
co.ff  «•;  3 hues  ginger,  and  3 logs  of  eaiiogany 

1230.  Brig  Steaay,  107tous.  4 < ias,  a.  Hull.ti 

SL  Johns,  Si.  F.  with  provisions  and  bale  gootis— captuivo  oy  in* 
Same  tli vested  of  the  slry-goods  a, .d  burnt.  , . 

AU  the  prizes  of  tin-  Prince  of  Neufchatd  were  mad  . i 1 the  Bri- 
tish and  Irish  clianii.  Is,  one  or  two  excepted!  She  alsoma.i  .-  a : u-.ei 
1 tt.r  of  marque  mig  strike,  but  let  h r go  without  t ikUg  posse- 
sion; ’.leing  ngag.-d  in  securing  a part  oi  the  Harmony  s <sat |i*« • • 
same  suspicious  vessels  being  also  in 
1< 

8 guis  captur  _ _ ...  , 

Yoric,  iier  cargo  consists  of  2 tons  sea-coal;  108  boxes,  19  vasys 

6 1 

111  ... a.  . . . 

du.  beef;  48  coils  of  rope,  and  2-;  barrels  of  flour. 

128 

capture! 
on  lake 

w-o-ild  not  have  ->een  mentioned  hut  for  the  value  ot  their  cargo. s 
which  is  estimated  at  .2, CC0  dollars. 

1283.,  Schooner  Ann,  with  sugar  and  molasses,  from  Hali- 
fax for  the  new  British  port  of  Castine , captured  and  sent  into  ■ 
as  fallows : When  -die  sailed,  she  had  on  hoard  4 American  seamen, 
who  shipped  in  Halifax  ; and  when  off  the  mouth  of  th-  F'nuh* 
scot,  th“y  rose  upon  the  capt.  and  remaiuder  of  the  crew,  (6  in 

I \ Z5  _ . .»  ...  1 J _ 1 1 .1...  r. V...UC  ml  liUMIV  . 


I imposed  of  so  as  to  meet  your  views  to  the  ; x;ent 
of  my  power  and  authority ; and  as  far  as  was  con- 
sisted wiiii  the  rights  and  the  honor  of  the  army. 

Your  m formation  appears  very  incorrect  as  to  ihe 
situ:.;. on  of  the  amir  previous  to  the  arrival  of  re- 
inforc  -men's  with  it.  gen.  Drummond.  From  tiie 
ninth  o'  July  to  the  24th,  the  whole  conn  ivy  wx,  m 
our  power  from  St.  George  to  Burlington  Heights  ; 
and  could  the  army  h .ve  b-  . n supplied  with  provi- 
s of  i bbl.  sugar;  I sions  from  the  u:  po;s  provided  on  the  shores  of  lake 

* " y 


■1  equal  t->  bis 
anil  crew  ol  in  priva- 
1 1 1 uv-nin  tbr  attack— 
ir  musket  ua! 


V.iun.1  TV  5J  13  m |ll§  WIJU  - * O ^ 

L.  81.  ship  Neptune, from  Givenock  for  N.-wfouniMand,  UOions. 
piis  iptured  by  tli  Amelia,  of  Baltimore,  ami  sent  into  N w- 
_i'K,  iier  cargo  consists  of  .2  tons  sea-coal;  108  boxes,  19  can-s, 
bundles, 4 bales,  3 trunks,  2 hhds.  and  1 hamper  dry  goods,  o4 
l.ds.  clar  -t  15  pipes  of  gin;  10  piptx  wine;  00  barrels  ot  por..,  50 
beef;  48  coils  of  rope,  and  2 -;  barrels  ot  flour. 

18  , l 83,  1284,  1235,  1286, 1287.  Six  boats,  with  37  armed  men 
mr-ftl  by  a gig  of  the  United  States  ship  Superior,  with  six  men, 
ink  ■ Ontario;  laden  with  wine,  brandy,  crates,  &e.  1 nese  boats 


Ontario,  we  should,  not  have  doubled  our  ab’d: 

, vviihout  reinforcements  or  additional  guns)  to  carry 
the  H do-his  : when  tv®  could  h.  ve  rt  turned  u;  mi 
Forts  George  and  Niagara,  or  advanced  upon  K.ngs- 
ton,  (as  might  have  been  thoug’iit  most  advisable) 
witli  the  co-operation  of  the  fleet. 

You  speak  of  responsibilty.  I tio  not  d--sire  you, 
or  any  man,  to  be  responsible  for  me.  I have  endea- 
vored to  execute  the  orders  given  me  ; success  h is 
not  attended  my  endeavors;  but  I humbly  t.us' m 
Heaven  that  the  honor  of  the  brave  men  entrusted 
to  my  command  has  been  and  will  be  preserved,  let 
what  may  happen. 

h will  be  very  difficult  to  retire  from  Fort  Erie, 
pressed  as  the  remains  of  my  g'allant  little  army  are, 
by  a superior  force  of  the  enemy.  But  no  other  al- 
ternative will  be  left'  us,  unless  reinforcement^. 


speedily  arrive.  The  miliiia  are  coming1  in  in  very 

^ t considerable  numbers,  but  it  is  not  yet  ascertained 

number,)  confined  them  below,  secured  all  the  fire  arms  on  board,  how  many  of  them  will  cross.  The  secretary  has. 


anJ  arrived  in  safety. 

1 :89.  Brig  Susan  and  Jane,  from  Halifax  for  Sidney,  captured  by 
the  Fox  of  Portsmouth,  and  burnt. 

19*.  S: ii -»  James,  from  London  for  Quebec,  with  dry-goods, 
&e.  captured  by  the  Portsmouth,  of  Portsmouth,  and  divested  of 
260  bales  and  cases  of  goods  valued  at  from  -2  to  300,000  dollars, 
and  then  ordered  in.  I he  privateer,  with  her  rich  spoils,  has  safe- 
ly arrived.  The  cargo  of  the  James  was  invoiced  at  10,000  pounds 
sterling.  S/te  has  si  nce  arrived  at  Portsmouth , A’.  H. J 

CCPThe  sale  of  tlu*  goods  at  Durham,  captured  by  the  Ports- 
mouth on  her  former  cruze  (says  a Boston  paper)  amounted  _to 
over  19 ">,000  dollars  and  allowing  the  goods  she  now  brought  in, 
lo  average  as  much  in  the  sale  as  those  at  Durham,  (and  there  is 
no  doubt  they  will  more, as  they  are  better  adapted  to  the  season) 
th  y will  amount  to  upwards  of  362,0.  0,  thus  neating  to  the  owners 
and  all  concerned  in  tnat  vessel,  upwards  ol  552,000  dollars,  in  the 
short  space  of  thirty -three  days. 

1291.  Brig , captured  by  the  Dash  of  Portland,  and  di- 

vested of  150  hhds.  rum,  and  given  up.  The  Dash  has  arrived  at 
Wiscassett,  to  keep  us  in  spirits. 

1292.  Schooner , from  Halifax,  laden  with  salmon  and 

herrings,  sent  into  Wilmingtqn,  N.  C.  by  a letter  of  marque  schoon- 
er from  that  port. 

***  We  have  about  forty  additional  vessels  for 
lists,  which  must  lie  over  for  ilie  next  insertion. 


Brown  and  Chauncey. 

Co  fry  of  a letter  from  major-general  Brown,  to  commo- 
dore Chauncey , dated 

Haad-Quarters,  Buffalo,  Sept.  4,1814. 
Sin — Your  letter  of  the  10th  ult.  after  going  the 
rounds,  was  delivered  to  me  a few  days  since,  on  my 
Way  to  this  place. 

The  exception  you  take  at  my  letter  to  the  secre- 
tary, would  be  very  reasonable  and  proper,  provided 
the  fleet  of  lake  Ontario  was  your  private  property, 
over  which  the  government  had  no  control.  But  as 
} have  been  induced  to  believe  that  it  was  the  proper- 


given  me  so  understand,  that  general  Izard  would 
move  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  with  a view  of  at- 
tacking Kingston,  (should  lie  and  you  deem  that 
measure  advisable.)  Should  you  decide  otherwise, 
that  general  Izard  would  come  with,  or  send  to  me 
a reinforcement  of  from  two  to  three  thousand  men, 

I hive  not:  heard  from  general  Izard,  and  begin  to 
apprehend  that  something  has  occurred  to  retard  or 
prevent  his  movement.  I will  thank  you  for  any  in- 
formation you  can  give  me  ar.  this  subject. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  consideration  and  respectj 
your  most  obedient  servant* 

JAG.  BROWN, 

Commodore  Isaac  Chauncey. 

0f 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

English  news. — We  have,  via  Halifax,  London 
dates  of  Aug.  25,  one  vessel  of  a fleet  of  38  sail 
(including  8 transports  with  20U0  troops  for  Quebec) 
had  arrived  at  Halifax,  being  separated  in  a gale.- — 
It  is  stated,  that  lord  II ill  was  expected  to  sail  from 
Cork  about  the  15th  of  Sept,  with  a force  of  from  15 
to  20,000  men.  Some  of  the  regiments  that  are  to 
accompany  him  are  designated.  That  tile  British 
envoys  were  expected  from  Ghent ; in  consequence 
of  which  the  stocks  had  experienced  considerable 
depression.  Some  great  mercantile  houses,  and  ex- 
tensive dealers  in  stock,  have  failed.  An  order  from 
lord  Bathurst’s  office,  prohibits  all  Americans  from 
returning  lo  that  country  in  British  packets  without 
permission.  British  goods  are  a mere  drug,  apparent- 
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ly  sacrificing  for  much  less  than  prime  cost,  through- 
out the  continent  of  Europe,  and  also  in  India. 

British  manufactures  are  not  received  on  the 
continent  much  more  abundantly  now,  tha%  when 
Bonaparte’s  “continental  system”  was  at  its  heightb. 
Trance  utterly  refuses  them  ; Germany  will  export 
rather  than  import,  and  the  industry  or  poverty  ol 
other  countries,  refuses  to  receive  them  iu  compe- 
tition, or  is  unable  to  meet  the  payment  oi  them. 

British  disgrace.  The  result  of  the  exped’uiott 
to  Piaitsbnrg,  excites  great  sensibility  in  Canada 
the  papers  teem  with  bold  censures  on  the  conduct 
of  Sir  George  Prevost — the  army,  in  the  plainest  and 
fullest  meaning  of  the  word,  was  disgraced  ; more 
pitifully  disgraced  than  any  part  of  our  forces  ever 
has  been,  the  affair  at  Detroit  not  excepted . I f such 
ii  disaster  had  happened  us,  what  a clamor  would 
have  been  raised  about  the  incompetency'  of  our  ge- 
nerals and  of  our  government  to  carry  on  the  war,  by 
men  who  feel  sorry  to  notice  the  “retrograde  move 
men t”  of  “Wellington’s  invmcibles !” 

We  have  laid  by  and  shall  publish  Sir  George's 
“official”  story  of  the  matter— it  is  a queer  article. 
Ke  would  make  us  believe,  if  vve  could  believe  his 
tale,  that  he  had  great  difficulty  to  prevent  his  troops 
from  capturing  Macomb's  whole  force  in  rather  less 
time  than  the  “twinkling  of  an  eye!” — but  that,  for 
some  st range \y -magnanimous  purpose,  he  permittee 
us  to  retain  for  furlner  use,  the  great  quantities  of 
ordnance  and  stores  deposited  at  Plattsburg.  Now, 
this  was  verv  clever  in  Sir  George.  Nay,  so  con--  ide- 
-irate  was  hi-'  that  at  the  very  moment  we  were  about 
to  give  up  our  fortifications,  and  our  immense  train 
of  artillery, -he  “thought  it  necessary  to  restrain  the 
ardor  of  his  troops  I”  Mmtm  teneatis  amici  ? * 

The  articles  that  have  appeared  on  this  subject  in 
the  Canadian  papers  uve  very  interesting,  and  shall 
also  be  inserted-  The  writers  dolefully  complain 
that  such  n formidable  expedition  should  have  been 
so  ignominiously  foiled,  by  a handful  of  regulars  and 
a few  militia,  they  "affected  so  much  to  despise. 
When  it  is  known  that  Sir  George  thought  he  might 
march  to  Albany  when  he  started  from  Canada,  and 
Was  compelled  to  run  back  from  Plattsburg  at  the 
very  onset  of  his  career,  we  may  judge  of  the  deep 
.mortification  that  affficts-the  “invincibles.”  One  of 
these  writers  says — “Would  that  a veil  could  be 
drawn  over  t;«e  scene  on  shore  ! but  it  must  aff  ord  a 
sad  tale  in  the  page  of  British  history.”  Another 
observes — -“The  retreat  from  Burgos  was  disastrous, 
but  witnesses  to  both  are  induced  to  believe  it  not 
so  much  s©  as  the  one  under  immediate  view  [from 
Plattsburg]  which  cannot  fall  short  of  75  or  £ 100,000 
sterling,  in  stores,  &c.  In  men  no  one  dare  mention. 
Jiis  wounded  sensibility  reminds  him  he  is  a British 
soldier  unwilling  to  tell  too  sad  tales.” 

To  crown  the  tough  stories,  one  fellow,  making 


board,  from  which  they  had  parted  in  a gale.  Lord 
Hill  had  not  then  sailed. 


ROSS  AND  PARKER. 


out  a left-handed  victory  for  the  British,  puts  down' 
their  -whole  loss  at  170  men  ! Macomb  gives  it  at 
2,500.  Now,  though  it  may  appear  strange  to  some, 
1 would  as  soon  believe  Macomb  as  the  prince  regent 
himself ! — perhaps  rather  sooner  ! ! But,  as  the  wri- 
ter quoted  above  observes,  of  the  loss  i({n  men  no  one 
[Englishman]  dare  make  mention" 


The  bodies  of  major  general 
Ross,  and  captain  sir  Peter  Parkcr,of  the  wavy,  killed 
on  the  Chesapeake,  were  brought  to  Halifax,  in  the 
Tonnant,  preserved  in  spirits.  The  former  was  buried 
there  with  military  honors — the  latter  sent  to  Eng- 
land for  interment. 

“demonstration  on  Baltimore.”  The  quizzical 
account  ot  the  enemy’s  attack  (which  he  calls  a “de- 
monstration,”on  Baltimore ,)  was  inserted  in  our  last. 

“ The  primary  object  of  the  expedition  was  accom- 
plisiied,”  says  the  account — we  suppose  this  was  to 
have  general  Ross  and  at  least  500  men  killed  and 
wounded,  on  land,  and  in  the  attack  by  water,  to  ex- 
pend 1800  bombs,  about  30,0001b.  of  powder,  besides 
a multitude  ot  rockets  and  round  shot;  and  to  be 
wretchedly  mauled  when  their  courage  or  enterprise 
led  them  within  range  of  our  brave  little  fort,  at 
which  they  threw  one  hundred  and  sixty  tons  of  iron 
and  stuff.  This  is  by  fair  calculation — sa\  160  tons ! 
Alt  this,  to  “ demonstrate ” the  strength  of  the  place. 

flying  destruction.  There  is  a bill  now  before 
the  senate  designed,  I hope,  to  meet  a favorite  idea 
held  out  in  the  register  for  the  last  two  years — 
which  is  to  fii  out,  in  the  best  possible  manner,  some 
30  or  50  small  vessels — “ Baltimore  fyers ” — of  from 
6 to  12  guns,  having  from  50  to  100  men,  to  attack 
the  commerce , nay,  the  very  coasting  trade  of  the 
enemy;  and  make  him  feel,  as  he  ought,  the  superior 
skill,  enlerprize  and  gallantry  of  our  seamen.  With- 
out saying  more  than  we  can  do;  let  us  shew  Europe, 
that  Britain,  who  pretends  to  blockade  the  whole 
world  at  will,  cannot  defend  her  own  coasts.  The 
effect  of  this  demonstration  will  be  exceedingly  pow- 
erful, as  well  on  the  interests  of  the  enemy  as  on  the 
opinions  of  the  continent;  and  may  essentially  contri- 
bute to  strengthen  a prevailing  opposition  to  the  en- 
emy’s unlawful  and  haughty  principle  of  blockade. 
By  referring  to  the  “prize  list”  inserted  in  the  present 
number,  some  calculation  may  be  made  of  the  pro- 
bable consequences  of  adopting  the  plan.  Imagine 
that  50  vessels,  such  as  many  famous  on  our  lists, 
fitted  out  in  perfect  trim  for  sailing,  and  charged 
not  to  make  prizes  or  lumber  themselves  with  goods, 
so  as  to  impede  their  progress  were  sent  to  fiy  around 
the  British  coasts — to  attack  a!l  tilings  “ assailable ,” 
and  fly  off' and  on,  with  the  rapidity  that  belongs  to 
them — laughing  at  the  heavier  vessels  of  the  enemy 
and  beating  all  of  equal  force(as  they  would  do) — and 
say,  what  the  probable  effect  would  be?  During  the 
coming  winter  they  might  destroy  one  thousand  ves- 
sels at  least,  and  perhaps  not  more  than  five  or  six  of 
them  be  taken.  And  this  may  be  done  without  much 
fighting.  Several  of  cur  privateers  have  taken  15  or 
20  prizes  in  twice  as  many  days,  without  firing  a gun, 
or  losing  a single  man  during  their  cruise.  As  na- 
tional vessels,  they  may  enter  the  French  and  other 


ports,  to  deposit  prisoners  and  light  rich  spoils  col- 
lected— or  may  “quarter  on  the  enemy”  altogether 
for  the  whole  season — from  the  ships  they  take  sup- 
plying themselves  with  prov  sions  and  water,  or,  by 
occasionally  landing  on  some  of  the  numerous  islands, 
or  unfrequented  parts  of  the  coast  of  Scotland  or  Ire - 
land ; on  winch  there  are  hundreds  of  towns,  as  im- 


Macomb’s  general  order  (page  44)  must  have  stung \p0rtant  as  Havre-de-gruce,  that  one  of  these  vessels 
le  presuming  enemy  to  the  soul.  It  is  a fine  com-  flight  burn,  if  they  shall  so  be  directed;  though,  to 


the  pr 
position 


*5 

and  one  oi 


the  severest  lampoons  on  Sir 


George  and  Ills  army  that  we  ever  saw,  having  its 
merits  in  a combination  of  ridiculous  Lets  belong- 
ing to  the  approach  and  retreat  of  the  British  army. 

reinforcements.  The  officers  of  the  valuable  ship 
James,  lately  captured  by  the  Portsmouth  privateer. 
Stated  they  had  formed  part  of  a convoy  which  sailed 
-from  Sfiiheptl,  September  1st,  with  3000  troops  on 


they 

destroy  a village,  here,  is  the  business  of  a vice-ad- 
miral. 

The  London  A!.  Chronicle  raves  at  the  American 
sloop  of  war  Peacock  sailing  round  Ireland  with  im- 
punity and  making  captures.  It  says  the  Irish  ports 
are  in  a state  of  Blockade. 

New  notions. — We  are  indebted  to  the  gallantry 
of  ©ur  army  and  navy,  for  the  opinion  conveyed  iu 
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-the  following  article  from  the  BoBfar  Journal:-,  and .of ; transmitting  unimpaired  to  tlteir  posteritjr 
« We  will  venture  to  say  that  lord  Wellington  conld  | they  nghte,  Ijbcrtywd  wdcpendence.^ 
not  march  from  Plattsburg  to  New  York,  with  less 


than  30,000  men.” 

Charleston. — We  are  happy  to  observe  tint  many 
troops  from  the  interior  have  arrived  at  Charleston, 
S.  C.  for  the  defence  of  that  city.  The  fortifications 


Resolved,  That  ihe  concurrence  of  the  honorable 
the  senate  be  requested  to  the  above  resolution,  and 
that  in  case  of  such  concurrence,  his  excellency  the 
governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a certified  copy  of 
said  resolution  to  to  the  president  of  the  United 


have  been  wonderfully  strengthened,  and  the  fire  ot  States. 

revolution  burns  bright  among  i s patriotic  inhabi-i  (£/  -hc  assembly  adjoui ned  01  th  . 24.h,  after 
tints.  The  old  leaven  of  resistance  has  excited  the  P^ng  several  laws  of  g.eat  in  o uu  ocy  generally 
w.l0le  to  anim  ition.  <>“ tlie  principles  recommended  by  the  governor  (see 


militi 


„ __  "Peace par.*,  ........  — . - - 

this  had  happened  in  Baltimore  ! /—  l’he  marshal  has  | * permanent  force  to  relieve  the 
offered  300S  reward  for  his  apprehension.  | . An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  certain  mo- 

Spies.  A person  has  been  taken  up  at  New- York,  j ”ies  »djancec!  by  the  city  ot  New-Yonc,  for  the  de- 
as  a spv.  He  hud  an  old  British  commission  in  his  J *ence  or  tlie  sU'le‘  f 

pozkit,  and  was  committed.  Two  British  officers,  j An  act  to  prevent  the  apprehension  of  British  de- 
lieutemlits  in  the  navy,  were  arrested  at  Say  brook,  serters  inserted  m our  last. 

......  An  act  to  authorise  the  raising  of  two  regiments 


C m.  They  stated  they  were  a part  of  the  24  hostages 
sent  from  Pittsfield  to  Lancaster,  and  had  been  ex- 
changed. They  remain  in  custody  of  the  marshal, 
who  has  taken  the  pi  ope r steps  to  ascertain  their 
true  character. 

Gt„  Brown.  Tlie  common  council  of  New-York, 
has  p tssed  the  following  resolve  : 

Resolved,  That  as  a tribute  of  respect,  to  a gallant 
officer  and  his  intrepid  associates,  who  have  added 
such  lustre  to  our  arms,  the  freedom  of  the  city  bei 
presented  in  a gold  box  to  general  Jacob  Brown;  that 
his  portrait  be  obtained  and  placed  in  the  Gallery  of 
Portraits  belonging  to  this  city,  and  that  the  thanks 
of  this  corporation  be  tendered  to  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command. 

CoLuarm  a River.  We  learn  by  way  of  Barbadoes, 
that  tlie  Racoon  sloop  of  war,  after  parting  with 
the  Phoebe  and  Cherub  in  the  South  sea,  proceeded 
to  the  Columbia  river,  on  the  N.  W.  coast — which 
establishment  (we  suppose)  she  broke  up.  It  is  stat- 
ed that  she  had  captured  some  American  vessels  in 
those  .seas.  Tlie  Racoon  had  21  men  wounded  by  an 
accidental  explosion,  seven  of  whom  died  ; she  also 
struck  on  a bar  and  was  considerably  damaged. 
spain.  The  story  that  Spain  has  declared  war 


of  free  men  of  colour. 

An  act  to  give  additional  pay  to  the  volunteers 
and  militia  who  have  been  in  service  the  last  sum- 
mer. 

An  act  authorising  tlie  incorporation  of  the  asso- 
ciations for  the  purpose  of  fitting  out  privateers. 

An  act  to  aid  the  apprehension  of  deserters  from 
the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  to  raise  a corps  of  Sea-Fencibles. 

When  these  laws  are  carried  into  effect,  the  state 
of  New- York  will  have  a permanent  force  of  20,000 
men. 

Our  Artillery.  The  enemy  has  ofi.en  been  a- 
stouuded  with  our  artillery,  as  well  on  the  land  as  at 
sea.  They  thought  we  had  French  artillerists  at 
Plattsburg- , A Buffalo  article  of  Sept.  10,  says. — 
“After  the  sortie  ot  the  17th,  the  British  officers,  pri- 
soners, in  conversation  with  some  American  officers, 
stated  their  astonishment  that  we  should  employ 
French  artillerymen:  that  our  chief  engineer  was 
known  to  the  whole  British  army,  and  that  he  was 
from  Paris.  They  said  it  was  impossible  that  the 
artillery  could  be  so  good  without  old  experienced 
officers  to  command.  The  American  officers  repli- 
j ed  that  the  chief  engineer  and  artillerists  were  na- 


agaiogt  the  United  States  is  reiterated  in  accounts  ^ tjve  Americans,  and  that  they  were  young  men,  nei 


from  Pensacola.  We  care  not  if  it  be  true.  This 
much  is  pretty  certain,  that  we  shall  make  war  on 
Spain,  so  far  as  to  expel  the  British  allied  force  from 
Pensacola.  A Kingston  (Jam.)  article  of  September 
7th,  states,  that  general  Balesteros  with  10,000  men 
had  sailed  from  Cadiz  for  Santa  Martha.  Ge 


ther  exceeding  twenty-five  years.  The  British  offi- 
cers were  thunderstruck,  and  thought,  it  impossible, 
that  young  men  could  he  so  scientific  in  war,  r.r.d 
could  not  believe  what  was  told  them,  until  cffinnel 
M’Cree’s  engineers  and  maj.  Hindman’s  artillery 


iiimiber  of  men  for  La  Plata  and  Chili.  | Washington  city. — We  understand  that  a com- 

1 o which,  however,  we  attach  no  belief.  The  trails-  mittee  of  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of  this  city  (,avs 
portation  of 'fifty  thousand  men  is -immensely  beyond  | the  National  Intelligencer J is  authorised  to  make  to 
the  means  ot  Spain.  j tjie  secretary  0+  war  an  offer  0f  tbe  voluntary  ser- 

New-York.  The  following  resolution  passed  both  vice  of  the  citizens  in  executing  any  project  or 
houses  of  the  legislature  -of  jYe-w- York,  on  tlie  22nd  j works  of  defence  which  the  department  may  decide 
Oct.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the.  house  of  as-  on. 

semblv  of  the  state  of  New-York,  view  with  mingled  We  are  well  informed  also,  that  the  banks  of  this 
emotions  of  surprise  and  indignation,  the  extrava-  vicinity,  together  with  individuals,  are  contemplat- 
gant  and  disgraceful  terms  proposed  by  the  British  ing,  and  will  doubtless  older,  a loan  to  tlie  govern - 
commissioners  at  Ghent — and  however  ardently  they  meat  for  tlie  purpose  of  re-building  or  erecting  the 
may  desire  the  restoration  of  peace  to  their  country,  [necessary  buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  con- 
they  can  never  consent  to  receive  it  at  tlie  sacrifice  gress,  the  president  and  public  offi;  es,  &c. 
of  national  honor  and  dignity— that  they  therefore  j The  Potomac. — We  understand  (s.«ys  the  .dlexan- 
ptrongly  recommend  to  the  national  legislature,  the j dria  Hsvcdd J that  a deserter  from  the  Euryaius  fri 
adoption  of  the  most  vigorous  and  efficacious  mea-jgate,  taken  below,  informs  that  she  had  5 of  her 
sums  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  as  the  best  means  [ crew  killed  and  7 wounded  in  passing  our  batten* 
»f  bringing  t}ie  conletst  to  an  honorable  tenniwftUtjn,  on  the  IVqamuc,  if  Via  is  is  correct  their  aggregate 
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loss  must  be  considerable,  as  she  sustained  but  a 
very  inconsiderable  part  ®f  the  firing-  from  the  bat- 
teries. 

Monitorial* — The  Western  Monitor , printed  at 
Lexington,  Kentucky,  says,  what  indeed  the  history 
of  all  past  ages  proclaims,  that  “the  invasion  of  the 
enemy,  in  every  wise  state,  has  ever  been  consider- 
ed as  a signal  for  terminating  the  contests  of  party, 
nnd  uniting  its  powers  for  self-defence ; and  this  is 
the  never-failing  effect  of  invasion,  if  the  state  or 
nation  is  not  ripe  for  ruin.” 

An  embargo  on  provisions  has  been  laid  at  Que- 
bec, to  continue  until  January-rWhen  the  ice  will 
stop  the  export,  if  not  sooner. 

Sir  George  Prevost. — There  is  a monstrous  clam- 
or in  Canada  against  the  commander-in-chief- — a 
strong  party  is  getting  up  a petition  to  the  prince 
regent  for  his  removal.  A counter  petition  is  also 
circulated. 

Female  patriotism. — A number  of  ladies  of  the 
first  distinction  in  New  York  have  formed  themselves 
into  an  association  to  supply  the  citizens  engaged 
in  military  duties,  particularly  on  the  lakes,  with 
*‘cloth  hoods,  mockasqns,  socks  and  mittens.” 

Proclamation  by  the  commander -in-chief  of  New 
Brunswick — “Whereas  divers  persons  have  come  to 
Moose-Island  since  its  surrender  to  his  majesty’s 
arms,  claiming  property  on  the  same.  1 think  it 
necessary  hereby  to  declare,  that  no  title  can  be  giv- 
en to  the  land  and  standing  property  of  said  Island 
in  the  way  of  barter  or  exchange,  until  the  pleasure 
of  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent  is  made  known 
on  the  subject.” 

Savannah. — The  British  off  the  southern  coast 
have  expressed  a determination  to  burn  Savannah  ,* 
in  obedience  to  Cochrane's  orders  to  destroy  ail  places 
"assailable.”  The  people  of  that  city  have  made  an 
eloquent  appeal  to  the  “ Georgians’'  for  succor.  W e 
trust  it  will  be  effectual  to  repulse  the  incendiary. 
The  legislature  of  Georgia  was  called  by  proclama- 
tion of  the  governor,  to  meet  at  Milledgevilie  ®n  the 
17th  inst. 

British  troops. — From  the  Boston  Patriot. — It  ap 
pears  that  since  the  arrival  of  the  large  division  of 
British  troops  in  Canada  from  Bordeaux,  there  has 
scarcely  a week  elapsed  but  what  there  have  been 
arrivals  of  smaller  detachments  at  Quebec,  from 
England’  and  Ireland.  In  the  two  last  weeks  in  Sep- 
tember, about  1500  arrived.  There  has  been  a re- 
gular but  noiseless  introduction  of  troops  ; and  the 
fact  must  occasion  some  anxiety. 

It  appears  that  the  U.  S.  Corvette  John  Adams, 
spoke  on  the  1st  of  Sept,  a convoy  from  Portsmouth 
for  Cork,  with  troops.  At  Cork  the  new  expedi 
tion  for  America  was  to  rendezvous,  and  may  be  ex- 
pected to  sail  early  in  Sept,  probably  too  late  to  pro- 
ceed to  Quebec — and  therefore  must  be  expected  to 
act  elsewhere. 

General  Porter.  From  the  Ontario  Messenger 
The  following  interesting  particulars  of  the  extra- 
ordinary adventure  and  escape  of  major-general 
Porter,  in  the  action  of  the  17th  ult.  at  the  batte- 
ries, we  have  received  from  our  correspondent  at 
Fort  Erie,  who  was  in  the  action. 

General  Porter’s  command  on  that  day,  consisted 
of  two  columns.  The  right  column  was  to  attack 
the  batteries  in  the  rear.*"  The  left,  which  was  sta- 
tioned directly  baclf.  of  it,  was  kept  in  reserve  to 
meet  the  reinforcements  which  were  expected  from 
the  enemy’s  main  army.  General  Porter  was  with 
the  right  column  until  the  block-house  and  third 
battery  were  carried  ; he  then  set  out  accompanied 
by  only  two  or  three  persons,  to  go  to  the  left  co- 
lumn, where  some  skirmishing  had  already  com- 
menced with  the  reinforcements.  He  had  proceeded 


but  a short  distance  in  the  woods,  when  he  found 
himself  within  a few  yards  of  a party  of  60  or  80  of 
the  enemy  who  had  just  emerged  from  a ditch,  and 
w'iio,  discovering  probably  that  our  troops  were  in 
their  rear,  stood  formed  in  two  lines,  with  their 
arms  at  rest,  apparently  hesitating  whic-h  way  to  go, 
or  how  to  act.  General  P.  finding  himself  within 
their  power,  and  seeing  that  the  occasion  required 
resolution  and  decision,  instantly  left  his  company, 
and  running  to  them  with  the  greatest  boldness,  ex- 
claimed, “that’s  right,  my  good  fellows,  surrender, 
and  we  will  take  care  of  you” — and  coming  up  to 
the  man  on  the  left,  he  took  his  musket  out  of  his 
hand  and  threw  it  on  the  ground,  at  the  same  time 
pushing  him  forward  towards  the  fort.  In  this  way 
he  proceeded  nearly  through  the  first  line,  most  of 
the  men  voluntarily  throwing  down  their  arms  and 
advancing  to  the  front,  when  on  a sudden  a soldier 
whose  musket  he  was  about  to  take,  stepped  back 
and  presenting  his  bayonet  to  general  P’s  breast,  de- 
manded his  surrender.  The  general  seized  the  mus- 
ket and  was  wresting  it  from  him,  when  he  was  as- 
saulted by  an  officer  who  stood  next  in  the  ranks,  and 
three  or  four  soldiers,  who,  after  a short  scuffie, 
brought,  him  to  the  ground.  He  however  soon  reco- 
vered his  feet,  when  he  found  himself  surrounded 
by  15  or  20  men  with  their  guns  presented  to  hire, 
demanding  his  surrender.  By  this  time  several  of 
our  officers  were  advancing  with  their  men  to  the 
scene  of  action,  and  general  P.  assuming  an  air  of 
composure  and  decision,  told  the  enemy  that  they 
were  surrounded  and  prisoners,  and  that  if  they  fired 
a gun  they  should  all  be  put  to  the  sword.  Without 
venturing  to  fire,  they  still  continued  to  vociferate, 
“surrender,  you  are  my  prisoner,”  when  lieutenant 
Ciiytfield,  of  the  Cayuga  riflemen,  who  had  got  near 
the  spot,  ordered  his  men  to  fire.  This  drew  their 
attention  from  the  general,  and  after  a momentary 
scene  of  confusion  and  carnage,  the  enemy  were  all 
either  killed  or  taken  prisoners.  In  this  affair  cap- 
tain Knapp  of  the  N.  Y.  Volunteers,  was  badly 
wounded  by  a musket  ball  in  the  side,  and  general 
Porter  in  the  hand  by  the  cut  of  a sword. 

District  general  orders.  Head- Quarters,  Camp 
before  Fort  Erie , 7th  September,  1814.  Major-gene- 
ral de  Watteville  having  been  directed  to  detach  a 
party  yesterday  evening  to  endeavor  to  cut  oft  the 
enemy’s  picket  No.  4.  reports  that  this  service  was 
executed  by  a company  of  the  6th  regiment  and  one 
of  the  Glengary  light  infantry,  joined  by  infantry 
pickets  at  Platows  and  the  detachment,  of  the  19th 
dragoons  under  captain  Eustace,  the  whole  under  the 
command  of  captain  Patterson  of  the  6tli  regiment 
and  conducted  by  captain  Powel,  deputy  assistant 
quarter-master  general. 

The  enemy’s  picket  was  surprised  at  day  light 
this  morning.  Of  its  advance  party,  which  consist- 
ed of  21  men  and  an  officer,  not  one  escaped  ; 14  in- 
cluding the  officer  being  killed,  and  7 wounded  and 
taken  prisoners.  The  main  body  of  the  pickets 
fled  towards  the  forts,  pursued  by  our  troops  close 
under  the  guns  of  the  place,  and  must  have  suff  ered 
very  considerably  from  our  fire.  Our  loss  has  been 
only  one  killed,  (private  6th)  and  one  slightly  wound- 
ed. _ 

The  conduct  of  this  little  enterprize  reflects  great 
credit,  not  only  on  captain  Patterson  commanding 
the  detachment,  not  only  the  whole  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  which  it  was  composed,  but  on  cap- 
tain Powell,  deputy  assistant  quarter  master  gene- 
ral, by  whom  the  enterprize  was  planned.  Sergeant 
Powell,  19th  light  dragoons,  has  been  named  to  the 
lieutenant  general  as  having  again  distinguished  him- 
self on  this  occasion. 

J.  HARVEY,  lieut.  col.  Bep.  Adj.  Gen. 
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Bva  renovt received  by  the  house  of. Tepre-  bosom,”  would  not  reform  the  manners  of  the  fac- 

• ^ ‘r.  i it  a..  :. th»>n  acini'*  seen  * i • u*.  r 1 l 4-^  a«.I 


'frorr,  Samuel  H.  Smith,  then  acing  were 


internal  Revenue. 


terual  duties  ascemm 

received  by  tlie  collectors,  were  as  follows: 

3 DIRECT  TAX. 

721,420  07 
1,158,79ft  83 


1,S  80,210  90 
1,491,385  03 


DIRECT 

By  the  collectors 
By  the  assuming  states 

internal  duties. 

Received  by  the  collectors 

3,371,ft02  53 

British  Fnhhomh.  A Quebec  paper  states,  that  in  the  action 
on  lake  Champlain,  the  American  fleet  was  w.ur  outers  are  mu.r 

ttJT&lZZZ  -=?  Jfc  S 2WSS  iw«4  at  all’.-The-e  is 

her  broadside  to  the  American  coinmmh  -•■:  and  tnat  the  Linnet 
(the  enemy’s  2d  vessel)  grounded  in  going  in  action. 

^ The  loss  on  board  the  Connanee  is  given  at  nearly  150  killed 

“barbarous.  Frankfort , Maine,  Sept - 23.  “Cupt.  Tobias 
Oikman,  seeing  the  alarmed  situation  of  the  .inhabitants,  with  true 
Datriotie  zeal  flew  to  meet  the  enemy— bappemng to  he  placed  on 
ctmrv  on  the  morning  of  the  action  at  Hampden,  the  enemy  came 
suddenly  upon  him  in  the  fog,  and  made  him  prisoner.  1 ney  at- 
tempted to  force  him  to  take  a gun,  but  he  declined— .ie  was  then 
placed  in  front  of  their  army,  and  attempting  to  escape  from  them, 
was  shot  dead  by  a hall,  which  fractured  his  skull.  He  lay  two 
days  unhurried;  after  which  lias  body  was  interred  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Hampden.*’ — Hallovtcl  Advocate . 

AMERICANISM.  The  writer  of  the  following  was  a coloael 
in  the  revolution.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  present  war  he  was 
offered  a brigadier  general’s  commission,  by  president  Mwlison. 
which  he  declined.  In  private  character  and  public  standing  he 
was  one  of  the  first  men  in  North  Carolina. 

Raleigh . Ortol>er  17,  1814. 

Sir— It  is  known  to  you  that  at  an  early  period  of  the  present 
war  with  Great  Britain,  I was-appoint^d  loan  high  and  honorable 
command  in  the  army  of  the  United  States.  It  is  also  within 
your  knowledge  as  well  as  that  of  many  other  of  my  fellow  citi- 
zens, the  reasons  which  influenced'  me  in  the  non-acceptance  oi 
that  appointment. 

Having  discharged  no  small  portion  of  that  duty  which  every 
citizen  owes  to  his  country,  in  a service  of  seven  years  in  the  revo- 
lutionary army, having  subsequently  performed  the  duties  ot  a ! i- 
borious  office  uml  -v  the  general  government,  being  somewhat  ad- 
vanced in  life,  the  fire  of  youth  and  with  it  ambition  having  ceased 
to  exist,  I bad  determined  some  time  past  not  again  to  engage  in 
public  employment  and  particularly  in  the  army— long  since  hav- 
ing known,  that  to  avoid  slander  and  the  reproaches  of  bad  and 
ambitious  men,  was  to  live  unobserved,  and  that  to  enjoy  peaceful 
repose  was  to  be  a private  citizen.  This  determination  would  have 
bven  scrupulously  and  firmly  adhere  d to  had  I not  seen  the  de- 
grading conditions  demanded  by  the  British  commissioners  from 
t he  American  government  as  the  price  of  peace — eoi'ditions^as  new 
as  they  are  humiliating:  inadmissable  under  circumstances  far  more 
perilous  than  the  pr-  sent,  and  such  as  no  American  ought  to 
%uccnmb  to.  And  whilst  those  terms  are  contended  for  and  made 
the  sine  qun  non  to  an  adjustment  of  our  differences,  I hesitate 
not  to  declare  my  intention  to  unite  with  and  support  the  govern- 
ment in  such  a system,  as  shall  compel  the  enemy  to  respect  our 
rights  and  bring'the  war  to  an  honorable  termination.  In  making 
this  declaration,  it  is  not.  however,  to  be  understood,  that  the  avow- 
ed cause  forthe  war  or  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  conduct- 
ed, liav**  ever  met  my  approbation.  My  objections  are  well  known, 
and  in  this  communication  it  is  unnecessary  if  not  improper  to  state 
them.  The  crisis  has  arrived  when  it  would  be  useless  to  enquire 
what  were  the  causes  or  who  were  the  authors  of  thn  misfortunes 
which  have  overtaken  the  country.  It  is  enough  to  know  that 
dishonorable  conditions  have  been  demanded,  and  that  danger  docs 
exist.  It  now  behoves  us  to  show  to  the  world  that  there  is  firm- 
ness enough  in  the  nation  to  reject  the  one  and  spirit  sufficient  to 
meet  the  other. 

With  these  sentiments  I offer  to  your  excellency  my  services. 

Inefficient  as  they  are,  with  a bone  that  you  will  employ  them  in 
that  situation  win  rein  you  may  deem  them  most  useful. 

With  sentiments  of  much  respect,  I aui  your  most  ohdt.  srrvt. 

WILLIAM  POLK. 

His  Excellency  1 Viliam  Haro  kins. 

Governor , of  N.  C. 

Public  feelings.  We  are  laying  up,  and  some- 
time hence  may  publish  a great  variety  of  articles 
to  shew  the  public  feeling  as  to  the  propositions,  8tc. 
at  Ghent.  However  strange  it  may  appear,  writers 
jn  the  Boston  newspapers  are  laboring  “with  might 
and  main”  to  shew  'that  we  may  subscribe  to  the 
British  conditions  without  sacrificing  our  honor — 
and  insisting  that  we  ought  to  do  it.  We  were  not 
prepared  for  this — yet  we  do  not  believe  the  people 
of  Massachusetts  are  ready  to  surrender  one  third  of 
their  territory. 

The  publication’of  the  papers  connected  with  the 
negotiations  at  Ghent  is  powerfully  “separating  the 
wheat  from  the  tares,”  and  bringing  about  a real  uni- 
on c-f  honest  men..  But  “an  angel  from  Gabriel's  ^ at  the  Isle  an-*-  vVo/z 


tion;  which  l have  once  before  likened  to  the  cul- 
prit soldier,  who  being  flogged  by  an  Irish  drum- 
mer, cried  out,  “a  little  higher  if  you  please,  sir — a 
little  lower, if  you  please,  sir” — until  the  latter,  wea- 
ried with  his  exclamations,  said  “By- let  me 

strike  where  I will  there  is  no  such  thing  as  pleas- 
ing you.”  Some  grumble  because  the  whole  of  the 
despatches  and  instructions  are  not  published — and, 
in  the  part  that  remains,  they  insinuate  is  contained 
vastly  important  things,  favorable  to  the  enemy; 
while  others  are  vociferous  because  they  were  pub- 
lic such  thing  as  pleasintf* 
ihese  men  by  any  measure  that  may  shew  the  justice 
and  moderation  of  their  own  government,  or  the  ra- 
pacity and  ambition  of  England;  and  he  is  a fool 
that  atterhpts  it. 

Orders  from  government,  we  understand,  havdl 
been  received  in  town  this  morning,  prohibiting  the 
curie  I,  which  is  soon  to  sail  from  this  port  for  Eng- 
land, from  receiving  a passenger  on  board,  either 
American  citizens,  or  British  subjects. 

JVew-Yorh  paper. 

MILITARY. 

Governor  Tompkins,  agreeably  to  the  request  of 
the  general  government,  arrived  at  New-York,  on 
die  20th  Oct.  to  take  comm  md  at  that  post.  He  has 
uiuler  him  about  17,000  militia  and  3,000  regulars, 
besides  the  New-Jersey  line,  a numerous  and  gallant 
body  of  mvn. 

Buffalo,  Oct.  18. — Brig.  gen.  James  Miller,  has 
left  the  northern  army  and  gone  on  to  Boston,  there 
being,  as  we  understand,  no  command,  for  the  gener- 
al in  this  army  at  present. 

A Frankfort,  Ky.  paper  says — We  understand  that 
the  secretary  at  war  has  ordered  2500  of  the  drafted 
militia  of  this  state  to  be  marched  to  general  Jack- 
son,  and  to  be  placed  under  his  command  without 
delay. 

Tennessee.  A letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Register, 
from  an  intelligent  friend  at  Nashville  says,  “ Be- 
sides the  requisition  of  the  president,  2000  mount- 
ed men  have  tendered  their  services  and  marched 
for  head  quarters — a new  requisition  has  been  made 
for  5000  more,  so  that  from  12  to  14,000  men  will 
Join  Jacksyn  from  Tennessee  alone.  It  is  presumed 
we  shall  h?Ve  hot  work  about  Mobile  and  New  Or- 
leans this  winter.” 

A Nashville  paper  says  “government  have  receiv- 
ed advices  that  the  enemy  intend  the  conquest  of 
Louisiana. 

If  he  attempts  it,  we  venture  to  say  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  west  will  not  let  him  hold  peaceable  pos- 
session as  they  do  in  the  east.  Such  a proclamation 
as  sir  John  Sherhrooke's  (see  page  117)  would  be  re- 
plied to  by  40,000  rifles  and  muskets,  at  a very  short 
notice. 

Niagara  frontier  and  Ontario.  We  are  yet  with- 
out any  news  of  importance  from  that  quarter. 

There  has.  been  some  skirmishing  on  the  Chippewa; 
and  on  the  19th  general  Bissel  forced  the  pass  with, 
tlie  loss  of  68  men,  14  of  whom  were  killed;  Iza  rd’s 
main  force  moved  forward  the  next  day.  lie  has 
ltteiy  received  sonic  handsome  reinforcements.  Ge- 
neral Winder  and  colonel  Fenwick  are  among  the 
officers  that  have  crossed  to  join  him.  General 
Brown  has  gone  to  take  command  at  Sackett’s  har- 
bor. W’e  have  nothing  new  respecting  the  fleets  ot* 
Ontario.  Brown's- army  has  joined  Izard's  force,  a 
few  left  at  fort  Erie  excepted. 

NAVAL. 

The  greater  part  of  our  fleet  on  Champlain  has 
been  laid  up.  There  is  a report  that  the  enemy  ha ; 
commenced  the  building  of  two  other  hrge  vessels 
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Several  enemy  barges  entered  the  harbor  of  Brook- ! 
haven  (L.  1.)  on  the  30th  ult.  aud  carried  off  six 
Small  vessels,  unresisted. 

The  Canadian  editors  rate  commodore  Yeo’s  new 
ship  at  104  guns. 

The  Lawrence,  of  Baltimore,  lately  sailed  from 
North  Carolina,  to  cruise  in  the  English  channel. 

Jlgoml prize  on  Ontario. — -On  the  30th  Sept*  a gig 
belonging  to  Ike.  Superior  with  an  officer  and  4 men 
only,  captured  near  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
6 boats  manned  with  35  men  (armed)  laden  with 
wine,  brandy,  crates  and  dry  goods,  bound  to  Kings- 
ton, and  brought  them  safe  into  the  harbor;  the 
men  were  paroled  and  landed  scon  after  capture — the 
boats  and  their  cargoes  were  estimated  at  <$12,000. 

Lake  Huron. — Two  of  our  scli’rs  (says  the  Albany 
Argus J the  Tygress  and  Scorpion,  with  their  crews 
of  "57  men,  have  been  surprised  wild  captured  by  the 
enemy  in  lake  Hu  i on.  The  enemy  consisted  of  130 
soldiers,  20  sailors  and  250  Indians.  Three  Of  our 
Ir.en  escaped  at  the  bay  of  Quinti,  crossed  lake  On- 
tario in  a canoe,  and  landed  at  Genesee  river. 

Grumbling'. — An  English  paper  of  the  2oth  of  Ju- 
ly says  “The  French  clias.se  maree  Maria  Lucie,  from 
iJOrient,  has  arrived  at  Plymouth,  having  on  board 
the  remaining  part  of  the  Reindeer’s  crew,  carried 
into  that  port  by  the  Wasp  C.  States  sloop  of  war, 
'which  was  put  under  quarantine  until  the  following 
morning,  when  a number  of  French  officers  came  off 
to  remedy,  her  defects.  Every  possible  attention  was 
paid  to  her  wants,  and  she  was  regularly  supplied 
with  fresh  beef.  Two  American  midshipmen,  one 
master’s  mate,  and  17  wounded  men,  were  liken 
into  the  hospital,  and  the  American  crew  received 
every  civility,  while  the  British  were  treated  with 
contempt  and  insult.  A deputy  American  consul 
a (Frenchman)  struck  the  master  of  an  English  schr.  j 
for  merely  asking  him  a simple  question!  The  treat- 
ment, of  the  British  on  board  the  Wasp  was  very  in- 
dulgent, in  every  respect,  except  that  the  men  were 
shackled  both  hands  and  feet.  The  crew  of  the 
Wasp  confessed  that  their  compliment  in  the  late 
action  amounted  to  210,  among  whom  are  several 
Englishmen,  some  of  which  are  personally  known  to 
the  people  of  the  Reindeer.  Previous  to  the  Wasp’s 
getting  into  L’Orient,  she  burnt  a brig,  from  Oporto 
vo  London,  with  wine,  and  scuttled  a schooner  call- 
ed tire  Polly,  of  Plymouth,  from  Leghorn  to  London, 
laden  with  oil.  Our  blood  glows  with  indignation,  at 
narrating  the  shameful  conduct  of  the  French,  and 
we  feel  confident  that  it  will  not  escape  notice  in 
the  proper  quarter.  The  most  ample  apology  should 
be  required  and  made  for  it,  with  promises  to  avoid 
such  behaviour  in  future. 

Another  account  says,  they  {the  British  prisoners) 
were  indifferently  received  by  the  French  ; while  the 
American  crew  were  hailed  as  victors,  tapped  on 
the  back,  shaken  by  the  hand,  and  complimented 
for  their  superior  prowess.  (£j*We  really  hope  that, 
for  this  treatment,  capt.  Blakeley  may  not  be  sus- 
pected of  being  under  “ French  influence  ! /” 

The  papers  also  state  that  nothing  “could  exceed 
the  politeness  of  captain  Blakeley,”  to  the  crew  of 
the  Reindeer— they  also  speak  “of  the  brutality  and 
insolence  of  his  crew,”  but  say  that  capt.  15.  was 
“completely  master  of  his  ship.”  An  Englisman  may 
reconcile  these  statements  as  well  as  he  can — we 
cannot.  If  Blakeley  was  “polite”  and  the  “master 
of  his  ship,”  they  certainly  were  politely  used. — 
They  add,  that  the  crew  of  the  Reindeer  were  “re- 
markably fine  young  men,  and  had  sailed  together 
six  years  and  upwards.”  To  cap  the  story  they  af- 
firm, that  “at  least  two  thirds  of  the  crew  of  the 
Wasp  were  Scotchmen  and  Irishmen” — That's  agood 
me  ! But  it  suits  the  nature  of  John  Bull's  skull. 


Congress  of  the  United  States. 

IN  SENATE. 

Friday , October  28.  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  president  to  c*mse  to  be  bu’rft  or 
purchased  the  vessels  therein  described.  After 
some  discussion  and  amendment,  the  bill  was  order- 
ed to  be  read  a third  time  in  the  following  form: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  Slates  of  America,  in  congress 
assembled;  That  in  addition  to  the  present  naval  es- 
tablishment, the  president  of  the  United  State  s be, 
and  lie  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  to  be  built  or 
purchased, manned,  equipped  and  officered,  any  num- 
ber of  vessels,  not  exceeding  , which,  in 

his  opinion,  the  public  service  may  require,  to  carry 
not  less  than  nor  more  than  guns  each, 

and  to  be  manned,  equipped  and  officered,  in  the 
manner  which  he  shall  judge  most  expedient. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  for  ’he 
building  or  purchase  and  equipping  of  these  vessels, 
live  sum  of  dollars,  and  the  same  is 

hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned  to  Monel*  v. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  following  were  t he  yeas  and  nays  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  on  Tuesday  last,  on  the  question 
to  increase  the  direct  tax  100  per  cent. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alexander.  Ambrson,  Avery.  Bariiour,  riant 
Barnett,  Bowen,  Brown,  Bin-well,  Butler.  Caldwell,  Cannon, 
Chappell,  Clarlq  Cloplon,  Comstock,  Comlict,  Conard.  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbcrt,  Dana, Davis  of  PentT;  Deiioyelles. 
Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  F.ppes,  Evans.  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vt.  Fhk  of 
N.Y.  Forney,  Forsythe,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Hanson,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  o’  Ky.  Hum- 
phreys, riuugerlbrd,  Ingham,  Irving,  Johnson,  of  Virg.- Johnson, 
of  Ky.  Kennedy,  Kent,  of  Md.  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbonrn,  King, 
ofN.  C.  LciTeris,  Lowndes.  Lyle,  M'Cov,  M'Kee,  M'Lean,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  Kelson,  Newton,  Oakley,.  Ornisky,  Pickens,  Plea- 
sants, Wm,  Reed,  Rhea,  of  Ten.  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson, 
Sage,  Sey licit,  Sharp,  Smith,  of  Virg.  Strong,  Taunehill,  Taylor. 
Telfair,  Troup,  Udrtv,  Ward  of  N.  J.  Wilson,  of  Penn,  amt 
Yancey— 89. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Mass.  Bradbury,  Brigham.  Caper- 
ton,  Cooper,  Culpepper,  Davenport,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Goldsbo- 
roogli.  Hal*-.  Horlhert,  Jackson,  o *'  R.  L King,  of  Mass.  Lovett 
Macon,  MoffitT,  Matk-  ll, Pearson, Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post, Potter, 
John  Reed,  Buggies,  Schureman,  Shipinrd,  Smith  of  N.  Y. 
Stanford,  Storges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  -.Vest-,  Ward  of  Mass-. 
Wheaton,  White  and  Wilt-ox. — 37. 

Wednesday,  October  26.  The  house  resumed  the 
consideration  of  ihe  additional  tax  proposed  on 
( whiskey. 

Air.  Fisk’s  motion  to  levy  upon  it  a tax  of  25 
cent e.  per  gallon  was  lost — 67  to  74.  He  then  mov- 
ed to  insert  twenty  instead  of  the  fifteen  cents,  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  the  whole,  which  vvaa 
carried  as  follows. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Avery,  Barnett,  Baylies  of  Mass, 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Bailor,  Chappell, 
Cilk-y,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Cooper,  Crouch,  Dana.  Daven- 
port, Deiioy  dies,  Ely,  Evans,  Fisk,  of  Vt.  Fisk  of  N.  Y.  Forsythe, 
Gaston,  Ghulson,  Grosvenor,  Male,  Haves,  Ilurlbcrt,  Ingeisoll, 
Irving,  Jackson  of  R.  I,  Kennedy,  Kent,  of  N.  Y.  King,  ot  Mass, 
King,  of  N.  C*  Lefferts,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Moflit,Muor<,  Moseley , 
Markill, Nelson,  Pickering,  Pitkin.  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wm, 
Reed,  Rich,  Robertson,  Buggies.  Sage,  Seybert,  Sherwood,  Skin- 
ner, Smith  of  N.  Y.  Strong,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Telfair* 
Troup,  Vose,  Ward,  of  Massl  Ward,  of  N.  J.  VeUcr,  Wheaton, 
Wilcox,  Wilson,  of  Mass.  Winter,  and  Wright— 75. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Harbour,  Bawl,  Baylv,  of 
Vt.Bowtn,  Brown,  Bnrwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Clark,  Ciopton  , 
Crawford, Crtighu  n,  Culpeper,  Cutlibert,  Davis,  of  Penn.  l)*-sha. 
Duvali,  Earle,  Epj.es,  Farrow,  Forney,  Franklin.  Geddt  s,  Glas- 
gow, Gcodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawkins,  Hub- 
bard, Humphreys,  HungeWord,  Ingham,  Jackson,  of  Virg.  John- 
son of  Ky.  Kent,  of  MU.  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbonrn,  Law.  Lewis* 
Lyle,  Macon,  M’Coy,  M’Kee,  M’Lean,  Montgomery,  Newton, 
CrmsLy,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pijn  r,  Pleasants,  Rhea,  ol  T<nn. 
Ringgold,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith,  ofVir*  Staiilord,  Thompson,  Udmv 
Whin-,  Wilson,  of  Penn.  Yauncey — 69. 

Air.  Yauncy,  then  moved  an  amendment  going1  to 
place  a duly  of  cents  on  every  gallon  of  spirits 
distilled  from  domestic  materials,  instead  of  d. vic- 
ing it  between  the  capacity  and  product  of  the  slifi— 
This  motion  was  lest — ayes  55 — nays  67- 
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_ ,,,  . r fiO'Ti  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  ( >t  ^y.  Hunger* 

ITiuraday,  October  27.  Mr.  1 roup,  of  i>eo.  no.  1 forJ>  InffIianij  irving,Jackwuof  Virg.  Johnson  of\ii-g.  Kcuuwiy, 

tlie  military  committee,  reported  a bill  making  tur-  jCent,  of  Ml!.  Km*,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  Kiui?  ot  N.  e.  Leffern. 

i ■ r nr  . ii,,.  i r l- a nt  the  re2.'tjli*i'  ’ I-.o\vi»des,  Lyle,  M’Coy,  M’Keo,  M’Lvan,  Montgomery,  N' .son, 

tiler  provision  for  H.lmg  Lie  ‘ ‘ ' , „■  Newton,  Pif.kins,  Pleasants,  Ulna  of  Ten.  Ilieli.  Riiiggolfl.  Uo- 

urmy  by  classilving  the  tree  male  population  Ol  bel  ts- n,  Sage,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  N.  Y.  Smith  Of  Vii-. 
United  Suites.  '[The  bill  is  of  some  length,  and  j Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Utlrcc.  Ward  of  N.  J.  YV  ilsoa 

contains  very  full  provisions  for  carrying  itselt  ialo  ; ol  — Mrsst«.  Baylie*  of  M m.  Bigelow,  Boyti,  Bradbury, 

effect.]  . . , 1 Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  C no  per,  Ely,  Gaston,  Hale, 

Mr.  Ti 
president 


Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Ely,  Gaston,  Hale, 
/,7/ftoUo  reported  a bill  “to  authorise  the  i Jackson  of  R.  I.  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Moseley,  Mark  eh.  Oakley, 
oup  a Iso  1 epoi  Tea  a u vices  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  John  Reed,  Won  Reed,  Reggies,  Sey- 

Ot  the  United  States  to  accept  the  S..1  \ l S he).^  yherwoml,  Stanford,  Sture-es,  Vose,  Ward  ot  Mass.  Wlmutuu, 
«ers  who  may  associate  and  organize  them-  white,  Wilcux-34. 


The  next  resolution,  is  “that  it  is  expedient  to 
class  the  retailers  of  foreign  merchandize  and  add 
fifty  per  cent,  to  the  present  duty  thereon.” 

The  next  resolution  was  so  to  impose  a duty  on 
plated  harness,  combined  with  the  tax  on  carriages, 
-as  to  add  to  the  present  duty  on  carriages  100  per 
cent. 

The  eighth  and  last  resolution,  “that  it  is  e xpe- 
dient to  establish  a national  bank,  with  branches  in 


Of  VoIKIULv..^  j - c 

selves,  and  offer  their  services  to  the  government  ot 
the  U.  States.” 

Mr.  Troup  also  reported  a bill  “to  provide  for  the 
further  deliverance  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States  by  authorizing  the  president  to  augment,  the 

present  military  establishment.” 

[This  bill  proposes  to  provide,  that  “m  addition 
to  the  present  military  establishment  of  the  United 
States  there  be  immediately  raised  forty  regiments, 

in  such  proportions  of  infantry,  artillery,  riflemen  the  several  states,”  being  under  consideration, 
and  cavalrv,  as  the  president  of  the  United  States  { On  motion  of  Mr.  Hawkins  of  Ky.  the  house  ad- 
iriav  deem  proper,  to  be  enlisted  to  serve  during  the  journed. 

war,  unless  sooner  discharged,  and  limited  as  to  $«r-  J Friday,  October  23.  The  house  resumed  the 
vice  to  the  defence  ot  the  frontiers  ot  the  U.  Suites,  | consi'dera.lioii  of  the  remaining  part  of  tiie  report  of 
Sic.  &c.]  . . I the  committee  of  die  whole — it  being  a resolution 

The  three  bills  were  severally  twice  read  an(M  “diat  it  is  expedient  to  establish  a national  bank 
referred  so  a committee  of  the  whole.  j with  branches  in  the  several  states.” 

Mr.  Troup  also  laid  before  the  house  a letter  trom  post  called  upon  the  chairman  or  some  mem- 

the  Secretary  at  war  to  the  military  committee.  I bei.  or-  tj)e  committee  to  explain  the  reasons  for  the 
[This  letter  and  its  accompanying  papers,  will  be  j proposjtjon.  Mr.  Clopton  requested  information  as 
inserted  in  our  next  number.]  that  part  of  the  constitution  that  authorizes  the 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  j establisliment  0f  a national  bark.  Mr.  Eppes  said 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means.  his  opinion  of  the  matter,  had  not  changed — he  had 

postage  were  doubled  a}es  96  I reporte4  jt  jn  obedience  to  the  direct  ions  of  tlie  com- 


The  rates  oi 
eays  4 7- 


Irriittee  and  the  reasons  for  it  might  be  found  in  Mr*. 


Til  l duty  on  auctions  was  increased  109  per  cent.  rep(,^.  Mr.  Wright  was  in  favor  of  esta- 

without  debate.  . blishing  a national  bank,  but  would  locate  it  in  the 

The  next  resolution  was  that  embracing  a tax,  ^ district  of  Columbia.  Mr.  It  unveil  was  er.tirdv  hos,- 


among  other  articles;*  on  cotton  yarn,  and  other  man-  j «qe  to  tiie  C3t;ib! ifehment,  on  the  principles  laid  down 
ufacturcs,  furniture,  See.  „jby  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  Mr.  Duval!  resu- 

med his  observations,  and  at  considerable  length  sup- 
ported the  constitutionality  and  propriety  of  esta- 
tablishing  a national  bank.  Mr.  Grosvenor  had  not 
a doubt  that  such  a bank  migiit  be  constitutionally 
raised.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  general  proposition, 
but  hoped  that  many  of  its  features  would  not  be 


The  questions  to  concur  with  the  committee  cf 
the  whole  in  striking  out  cotton  yarn  and  shoes  (that 
is,  exempting  them  from  taxation)  were  decided  in 
the  affirmative  without  debate;  as  also  was  the  pro- 
position for  taxing  all  manufactured  paper  at  the 
rate  of  five  per  cent. 

1 he  amendments  of  the  committee  of  the  tthcie  |sanctioned.  Mr.  Hawkins  thought  that  congress  had 
to  this  resolution,  having  been  gone  througu  not  power  to  establish  such  a bank;  but  if  it  was  to 

Mr.  Oakley  made  a motion  to  strike  otu  tallow  | ^ established  he  hoped  it  would  be  established  on 
candles  lor  it  59,  against  it  < 4.  Mr.  -“-eed  moved  j g-enej-al  principles.  Mr.  Clopton,  replied  to  Mr.  Di> 
that  spermaceti  candies  be  stricken  out  for  it  oO  ; y.^  am[  contended  the  house  could  not  constitution- 
againsl  it  75.  Both  negatived.  i ally  act  on  the  matter  before  them.  Mr.  Wilson 

Mr.  Bigelow  moved  to  stride  out  leather  nega-  j spr,]ce  ;n  fJV01.  0f  the  establishment,  generally;  Mr. 

Hve^*  „ [ M’Kee  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  opposition  to  this 

Mr.  Wnealon  moved  to  strike  out  nans  mant*fac-  j proposition.  He  had  no  doubt  of  the  nowerof  cou- 
ture d by  machinery — negaitived  without  a division.  | „.ress  t0  est.ablisl 


Mr.  Gaston  moved  to  strike  out  furniture — nega 
tired;  43  for  it,  72  against  it. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  whole  reso- 
lution (which  has  been  published  more  than  once, 
and  goes  to  tax  sundry  articles  of  manufacture  be- 
sides those  mentioned  in  the  foregoing.) 

Mr.  Oakley  of  JY.  Y.  stated  that  he  was  friendly 
to  some  and  opposed  to  others  of  i lie  taxes  embraced 
in  this  resolve,  and  should  therefore  vote  against  the 
whole,  reserving  the  right  to  vote  for  the  bills  for 
laying  some  of  these ' taxes  when  they  should  be 


brought 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  whole  of  the 
resolution  (as  amended  by  striking  out  cotton  yarn 
and  shoes)  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Avery,  Barbour,  Barnett, 

Bovvvu.  Bradley,  Harwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 

Chappell,  Clopton,  Conflict,  Conar.l,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Dana, 

A>eno>eiles,  Desha, Duvall,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vt.  Fisk  of  N.  Y-  | Banie't,  Bayly.ofVa.  Bradley,  Brown,  Butler,  Caperton, Caldwe!?, 
mttney,  Forsythe,  Franklin,  Gnolsun,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  ‘ Ca-unon,  Chappell,  Cku*k*.  Comstock,  tuMuy.,  otS^ahv 


jlisii  a national  bank — it  was  proper  and 
expedient.  He  was  opposed  to  Stansford’s  motion. 
The  question  in  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  words 
“with  branches  in  the  several  states”  was  taken — *■ 
for  it  14,  against  158. 

The  question  being  stated  on,  the  passage  of  the 
resolution — 

Mr.  Post  of  New  York  said,  under  present  impres- 
sions, lie  should  vote  against  it,  because  the  ide.vlt 
embraced  was  illusive,  and  its  object  impracticable, 
at  the  present  moment;  to  shew  which  he  made  :i 
number  ot  remarks  going  to  establish  the  insufficien- 
cy of  such  a measure  to  remedy  the  general  want  of' 
confidence  among  individuals  as  well  as  in  the  banks, 
which  at  present  prevailed. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  wa$ 
decided  by  the  following  vole: 

YTRAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer.  Avery, 
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Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuth'.xtrt,  Dana,  Davis,  ot  Pen.  Dt-i 
nojtllcs.  Duvall.  Earle,  Farrow,  Fiudh-y.  Fisk,  of  N.  Y.  Forney. 
Forsyth. , Gaston,  Geddes,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  | 
Harris  Hasbrotiek,  Ha<V>s,  Hopkins -of  Ky.  Hubbard,  Hurlbert,  | 
I’ig  moll,  I.gl.ain,  Irving,  Kent,  of  N.  Y.  Kent,  of  Md.  K'-rr, Ke.-  j 
show,  Kilbourn.  King  of  N.  C.  L'  i'.rts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  | 
Lyl  ‘,  M‘Kee,  M‘Ki  i),  "TLeaa,  Montgomery,  Moore.  Markell,  Oak-i 
1 y,  Ortnsby,  Parker,  P arson,  Pickens,  Piper,  Hea  of  Pen.  Rich, 
Rjb  rtso’i,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sherwood;  Sbiphcrd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  , 
Y.  Strong,  St  urges,  Tan-iehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson.  Uiiree,  i 
Waul  of  N.  J.  Webster,  Wilson  of  Pen.  Winter,  Wright,  Yancey, 
—0/ 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bar?  our,  Bard,  Baylies  of  Mans.  Bowen,  Boyd, 
Bradbury,  Barw  II,  Champion,  Ciil  y,  Cloplon,  Crawford,  Daven- 
port, Dt  sna,  Ely,  Eppes,  Evans,  Fra  ikiin,  Gholsoti,  Glasgow,  Gooil- 
u\  Halo,  H:;!!,  Hawkins,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Jackson,  of 
H.  t.  Johnson  of  Va.  Kennedy,  King  of  Mass.  Law,  Macon,  Moseley, 
Nelson,  Nf-wton,  Pitkin,  Plrasnatsj  Post,  Potter,  John  Re.  d,  Win. 
Reed,  Rhea,  of  Ten.  Ringgold,  Haggles,  Schureman,  Seybert, 
Sharp,  i nith  of  Vir.  Stanford,  Taggart,  Voss,  Wheaton,  Wilcox, 
Wilson,  of  Mass.— 54. 

S ■ : he  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  this  together! 
with  the  other  resolutions,  were  referred  to  the  com-J 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Me  ins,  to  bring  in  the  bills 


0 Note  from  the  Editor. 

The  irregular  manner  in  which  the  Register  has 
appeared  for  some  time  past,  and  the  long  delay  ot 
the  index  for  the  6th,  or  last  volume,  is  more  unplea- 
sant to  the  editor  than  it  can  be  to  any  other  person. 
But  the  good  old  homely  proverb  says,  “what  can- 
not he  cured  must  he  endured’’' — every  person  in  the 
employ  of  th«  office  being  “in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,”  without  the  possibility  of  obtaining 
others  in  their  places,  or  auxiliary  to  the  labor  they 
liad  time  to  perform  on  the  Register.  For  the  fu- 
ture,we  hope  to  get  along  more  harmoniously — there 
are  now  three  extra  hands  in  the  office,  and  it  so 
happens  that  they  are  exempt  from  military  duties; 
and  the  index  may  be  expected  within  the  coming 
fortnight.  The  friends  of  the  United  States  will 
appreciate  the  difficulties  we  have  laboured  under, 
and  excuse  irregularities  which  it  was  impossible  to 
avoid — the  enemies  of  the  United  States  (if  any 
such  there  are  among  the  readers  of  my  paper)  may 
condemn  or  extenuat  e — just  as  they  please. 

The  pressure  of  official  documents  and  facts  has 
monopolized  our  pages  for  some  time  past,  and  will 
eh  i dly  occupy  them  for  some  time  to  come.  The 
will  to  give  “something  new”  is  ever  uppermost  in 
our  mind,  but  the  first  object  of  this  work — to  make 
It  a fait  hful  record  of  the  times— checksUhe  desire  to 
give  our  own  articles  in  preference  to  those  that  be- 
long to  the  history  of  our  country.  We  have  many 
things  in  manuscript  on  hand — some  finished  for 
the  press,  and  others  digested  and  arranged;  which 
we  believed  to  be  curious,  important  and  interesting, 
especially  in  statistics — but  they  must  lie  over  for 
the  present.  During  the  winter  months  we  trust  to 
furnish  much  amusement  for  the  fire  sides  of  our 
friends. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

The  U.  B.  sloop  of  war  Peacock,  has  arrived  at 
NewYoik  from  a cruise  on  .the  co  sts  of  England, 
Ireland,  &.c.  during  which  she  made  14  prizes — 
burnt  or  sunk  all  but  two  of  little  value  that  were 
made  cartels  of.  Damage  to  the  enemy  estimated 
at  between  6 anil  700,000  dollars,  particulars  here- 
after. It  appears  that  she  did  not  sink  a sloop  of 
war,  as  was  so  variously  reported  as  to  obtain  en- 
tire belief. 

The  privateer  Chasseur,  of  Baltimore,  has  also 
arrived  at  New  York,  from  a similar  cruise,  during 
which  she  made  18  prizes,  laden  with  choice  spoils, 
among  which  is  some  specie.  Capt.  Boyle  issued 
his  proclamation,  in  the  most  1 formal  manner  to 
blockade  all  the  bays,  rivers  and  creeks,  outlets  and 
inlets  Sec.  of  the  United  kingdoms,  which  with  some 
account  of  his  cruise  shall  appear  in  our  next. 


The  privateer  Harpy,  of  Baltimore,  has  also  ar-5 
l ived  at  New  York,  after  a cruise  of  20  days,  during 
which  she  made  5 valuable  prizes. 

The  rich  ship  James,  with  a cargo  invoiced  at 
100,600  pounds  sterling,  from  England  for  Quebec, 
has  arrived  at  Portsmouth,  N H.  a prize  to  the 
Portsmouth  privateer.  Tins  probably  is  the  most 
valuable  capture  made  since  the  war. 

A vessel  belonging  to  New  York,  with  a full  car- 
go of  teas,  &c.  worth  half  a million;  has  arrived  at 
Newport,  It.  I.  from  Canton. 

A schooner  with  a large  quantity  of  specie,  has 
reached  New  Orleans,  from  Vera  Cruz. 

The  news  of  the  arrivals  noticed  above,  with  some 
others  we  might  mention,  reached  us  in  the  space 
oi'24  hours — yet 

“The  winds  ami  waves  are  Britains  wide  domain, 

And  not  a Hag  without  permission  spreads!” 

The  steam  trigate  Fulton  the  first,”  was  launched 
at  New-York,  Oct.  31.  She  will  soon  be  ready  for 
service;  and  is  cannon  proof.  She  is  to  carry  thirty 
32  pound  carronades,  and  two  100  pound  Colum- 
biads,  to  fire  hot  shot.  The  gallant  Porter  commands 
her.  This  frigate  is  145  feet  deck,  55  feet  in  breadth, 
and  draws  only  eight  feet  water.  We  expect  much 
from  her. 

By  this  morning’s  mail  (Nov.  2)  we  learn  that  the 
British  fleet  (10  sail)  were  near  the  head  of  Ontario 
— that  they  had  reinforced  Drummond,  and  that 
Izard  was  expected  to  retire,  or  was  retiring. 

An  idea  prevailing  that  the  British  force  coming 
out  is  destined  for  the  south-west,  the  governor  of 
Georgia,  at  the  request  of  the  secretary  of  war,  has 
detached  2500  men;  for  the  disposition  of  general 
Jackson.  We  have  no  fear  from  this  quarter;  and 
almost  wish  that  lord  Hill  with  his  15  or  20,000  men 
was  fairly  in  the  country. 

“ Important  if  true.”  It  is  stated  that  Russia  and 
Sweden  have  protested  against  the  principle  of  the 
blockade  of  tiie -American  coast.  And  accounts 
fiom  Halifax  intimate  that  the  neutrals  sent  theie 
in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  for  a pretended  breach 
of  blockade  will  proceed  to  the  ports  of  their  ori- 
ginal destination. 

THE  ENEMY  IX  THE  CHESAPEAKE 
Have  taken  possession  of  Tilghsoan’s  island  (about  30  miles  below 
Annapolis)  with  the  apparent  view  of  fixing  winter  quarters  there, 
fora  part  of  their  force.  The  force  in  the  neighborhood  consists  of 
4 ships,  1 brigand  2 schooners.  On  the  27th  October  they  crossed 
the  bay  and  came  ashore  at  Tracy’s  Landing,  and  soon  w- m to 
work  carrying  off  tobacco,  he.  {why  aw  it  left  there?]  demolish- 
ing the  houses.  But  they  remained  not.  long— a small  party  of 
militia  appeared  and  the  robbers  fled  to  their  vessels. 

Accounts  received  at  head-quarters,  (Baltimore* 
frov.  1.)  state  that  the  British  again  landed  yester- 
day morning  at  Deep  Cieck,  and  proceeded  to  Kir- 
by’s Wind  Mill,  capt.  Burd,  of  the  U.  S.  dragoons 
having  reconnoi  ered  and  ascertained  the  enemy’s 
position,  determined  on  an  attempt  to  cut  off  his 
retreat  back  to  his  shipping.  Capt.  B.  accordingly 
made  a gallant  charge,  under  a severe  fire  from  the 
enemy’s  cannon  and  musketry.  But  brig,  general 
Madison  had  not  yet  reached  the  scene  of  these  ope- 
rations, with  his  infantry  from  the  camp  near  the 
Patuxent;  and  capt.  Burd  not  being  so  Well  support- 
ed by  his  Own  men  as  he  had  expected,  the  charges 
was  not  successful  as  he  had  anticipated.  He,  how- 
ever made  two  prisoners.  Capt.  B.  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  hand,  narrowly  escaped  being  him- 
self taken.  Our  artillery  is  said  to  have  galled  the 
enemy  while  moving  off  in  Ills  barges. 

Another  account  says,  that  at  10  o’clock,  (Nov.  1.) 
the  enemy  was  under  full  sail  standing  down  the 
bay — that  in  the  gallant  attack  made  by  capt.  Burd, 
himself  and  three  of  his  men  were  slightly  wounded, 
and  9 horses  killed.  Loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed 
and  wounded  unknown — we  took  five  prisoners. 
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Supplement  to  Volume  \ IT. 

The  quantity  of  matter,  useful  and  necessary  to 
a work  of  such  very  extensive  reference  as  the 
Wf.bklt  Register,  t hat  present  itself  in  times  like 
these,  cannot  be  compressed  in  otir  numbers,  even 
by  the  aid  of  those  gratuitous  supplements  that  the 
Editor  has  delighted  to  publish,  or  may  publish*  ns 
soon  as  his  workmen  ave  relieved  of  the  duties  they 
owe,  and  perform,  in  the  defence  of  their  country. 

It  has  been,  and  shall  be,  our  fixed  practice,  first 
to  insert  the  documents  that  are  most  important, 
accompanying  them  with  the  details,  events,  Sic. 
that  give  life  and  spirit  to  history.  But  a great  bo- 
dy of  all  descriptions  of  articles  lies  over,  and  must 
lie  over  forever,  except  by  some  extraordinary  exer- 
tion we  give  them  to  future  perusal  and  remem- 
brance. We  live  in  a busy  age. 

And,  believing  that  the  proposition  will  be  suffi- 
ciently patronized*  the  editor  has  already  made  some 
needful  arrangements  for  putting  to  press,  by  the 
first  of  Jatuw.ru  next,  and  to  he  completed  by  the 
middle  of  .March,  at  the  fur  the  fit,  a SUPPLEMENT 
for  the  7th,  or  present  volume  of  the  Register,  to 
consist  of  twelve  sheets,  for  one  dollar. 

Tiie  primary  object  of  this  supplement  is  to  add 
to  the  value  and  perfection  of  the  Register.  Pe- 
cuniary considerations  have  little  weight  with  the 
Editor;  for  lie  does  not  expect  to  reoeive  for  it  hut 
little  more  than  will  meet  the  disbursements  and 
indemnify  his  labor,  the  cost  of  materials,  and  espe- 
cially of  paper,  being  greatly  enhanced. 

'Hie  editor’s  time  is  too  severely  occupied  to  afford 
much  exertion  to  obtain  subscribers  for  this  supple- 
ment. Those  who  desire  it  will  immediately,  or 
as  soon  as  may  be,  pay  over  or  transmit  to  the  near- 
est of  his  agents,  or  to  himself,  their  money;  and,  on 
the  same  being  received,  the  proper  aeceipt  will  is- 
sue, as  directed.  But  the  agents  are  enjoined  not 
to  receive  any  one  as  a subscriber  for  the  supple- 
ment who  has  not  also  paid  the  current  year’s  sub- 
'scription  to  the  Register — say,  up  to  Sept.  1814. 
Tliis  is  a rule  absolute. 

And,  having  suffered  considerable  disadvantage 
by  deviating  from  the  plan  of  the  other  ext  ra  supple- 
ment, (from  the  shortness  of  the  notice  and  on  the 
suggestion  of  several  respected  friends)  which  was — 
to  print  no  more  then  were  actually  engaged — that 
plan  will  be  pursued  on  tills  occasion,  and  no  more 
Will  be  printed  than  are  ordered,  except  an  allow- 
ance of  a few  copies  for  those  who,  engaged  in  the 
service  of  their  country,  may  not  have  opportunity 
to  see  and  comply  with  the  terms. 

Many  will  be  ready  to  ask — “what  is  the  supple 
mens  to  contain In  truth,  I cannot  tel  1.  I have  yet 
little  idea  of  it — but  mv  best  judgment  shall  be 
.exerted  to  give  it  all  ihe  interest  I can,  by  inserting 
the  most  important  and  interesting  documents  (do- 
mestic and  foreign)  speeches,  proceedings,  incidents, 
narratives  and  things  that  necessity  has  compelled,  or 
may  compel  me,  to  exclude  from  the  usual  numbers 
of  the  Register,  and  which  would  be  inserted  if 
the  space  were  allowed.  From  the  general  contents 
of  the  Register , therefore,  an  idea  may  be  formed 
of  the  supplement. 

Returns  must  be  made  by  the  middle  of  December 
next.  Ample  time  is  allowed,  and  no  one  should 
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calculate  on  receiving  this  addition  without  giving 
due  notice  of  his  wishes. 

For  the  convenience  of  subscribers,  resident  at 
places  where  there  are  no  regular  agents,  the  editor 
recommends  that  they  address  the  following  gentle- 
men, whose  receipts  will  be  valid.  They  are  select- 
ed for  their  locality. 

J\Te~, v- Hampshire.  William  Plum?r,  jun.  Esq.  Post 
master  at  Kpping. 

JHuint.  Daniel  Read,  Esq.  Postmaster,  at  Lewis- 
town. 

Massachusetts.  Aaron  Hill,  Esq.  Postmaster  at 
Boston. 

Rhode  Tsland.  Samuel  Randall,  Esq.  Postmaster 
at  Warren. 

Connecticut.  J.  Law,  Esq.  Postmaster  at  Hart- 
ford. 

Vermont.  Josiah  Austin,  Esq.  Postmaster  at  Or- 
well. 

New -York.  Joel  Lee,  Esq.  Postmaster  at  Balls- 
town  Springs-.  Eli  Ilill,  Esq.  Posi  master  at  Li- 
vonia, Ontario  county.  David  Hob,  Esq.  Post- 
master, at  Herkimer,  or  A.  Coffin,  Esq.  Postmaster 
at  Hudson. 

Pennsylvania.  G.  Welsh,  Esq.  Postmaster  at  Gettys- 
burg. William  Bell,  Esq.  Postmaster  at  Mifflmtown. 
James  Alexander,  Esq.  Postmaster  at  Be-«ver  town. 
James  Clark,  Esq.  Postmaster,  at  Sornersett. 

JVev)- Jersey.  M.  Day,  Esq.  Postmaster,  at  New- 
ark. 

Delaware,  Joseph  Bringhurst,  Esq.  Postmaster, 
at  Wilmington. 

Maryland.  George  A.  Smith,  E>q.  Postmaster, 
Denton.  John  Watt,  Esq,  Postmaster,  Hancock. 
James  MTIaffie,  Esq.  Postmaster,  Westminster. 
Massey  Simms,  Esq.  Postmaster,  Nanjemoy. 

Virginia.  William  Somerville,  Esq.  Postmaster, 
Martinsburg.  John  Morton,  Esq.  Postmaster,  Char- 
lotte, C.H.  Wm,  White,  Esq  Postmaster,  Jamestown. 
John  Marckell,  Esq.  Postmaster,  Liberty.  Win, 
Smart,  E-q.  Postmaster,  Gloucester,  C.  H. 

North- Carolina.  Joshua  Taylor,  Esq.  Postmaster* 
Windsor.  Charles  Wilson,  Esq.  Postmaster,  Red 
House.  David  Southall,  Esq.  Postmaster,  at  Gates* 
C,  II.  William  P.  Morgan,  Esq.  Postmaster,  a« 
Murfresborough. 

South- Carolina.  John  T.  Lewis,  Esq.  Postmaster* 
Pendleton,  C.  H.  George  M’Cutchen,  Esq.  Post- 
master, at  Indian  Town.  John  Garlington,  Esq. 
Postmaster,  at  Laurens,  C.  H.  B.  Brooke,  Esq. 
Postmaster,  at  Robertsville,  (Black  Swamp.)  Wm. 
M’lntosh,  Esq.  Postmaster,  at  Salem. 

Georgia.  James  Frazer,  Esq.  Postmaster  at  Au- 
gusta. John  ,T.  Smith,  Esq.  Postmaster,  at  Putnam, 
C.  II.  or  Eutanlon.  S.  Duggar,  Esq.  Postmaster,  at 
Powelton. 

Louisiana  and  the  Mississippi  Territory.  E.  Ran- 
dolph, Esq.  Postmaster  at  Pinkney viile. 

Ohio.  Elisha  Killey,  Esq.  Postmaster,  Bainbridge. 
Arthur  Patterson,  Esq.  Postmaster,  Warren  ton. 
Francis  Le  Clercg,  Esq.  Postmaster,  Galliopolis. 

Kentucky.  Appleton  E.  Ballard,  Esq.  Postmaster, 
Fleming,  C.  H.  William  Murphy,  Esq-  Postmaster, 
Washington.  Benjamin  Munroe,  Esq.  Postmaster 
Stanford. 

Tennessee.  John  Montgomery,  Esq.  Postmaster, 
Marysville.  Robert  B;  Curry,  Esq.  Postmaster, 
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Nashville.  David  Rawlings,  Esq.  Postmaster,  Rhea,  of  shells  from  the  bomb  ship,  several  bargg 


C.  II. 

Missouri  Territory.  Rufus  Easton,  Esq.  Postmas 
ter,  Si.  Louis. 

klUiois  Territory.  John  Messenger,  Esq.  Posimas 
ter,  Clinton  Mill. 

Lor  Michigan  Territory.  A Imon  Gibbs,  Esq.  Pom 
master,  hi  Port  Meigs. 

Or,  may  address  the  editor  himself,  at  Baltimore, 
the  postage  of  the  letters  being  paid. 


Defence  of  Stonington. 

The  following  iias  been  in  type  about  two  months, 
and  would  have  been  yet  longer  deferred  had  notj 
national  convenience  urged  its  insertion  now.  But) 
the  redoutable  exploit  of  the  great  jYelsoti’s  cap-; 
tain  c.ouid  not  have  been  suffered  to  pass  away — 
due  record  of  the  grand  affair  must  have  been 
3iade. 

New  London , August  17. 

Record  of  the  extraordinary  attack  on  b omngton. 

On  Tuesday  the  9th  instant,  at  5 P.  M.  the 
Ramiiies  74,  Pactolus  38,  a bomb  ship  and 
the  Dispatch  22  gun  brig,  arrived  off  Stoning- 
ton, and  a Hag  was  sent  on  shore  with  the  fol- 
lowing note — 

On  board  his  majesty’s  ship  1 2ami!ies,Stonmgton,Jlug.9 . 
TO  TttH  MAGISTRATES  OF  STONINGTON. 

Genbemen— one  hour  is  allowed  you  from 
the  receipt  of  this  communication  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  unoffending  inhabitants 

THOMAS  M.  HARDY. 
This  notification  was  received  by  two  ma- 
gistrates, and  Reu tenant  Hough  of  the  drafted 
militia  who  went  off  to  meet  the  flag:.  The 


and  launches  had  taken  their  stations  in  differ- 
ent  points,  from  whence  trey  threw  Congreve 
rockets,  aud  c«.rc«sses.  This  mode  of  attack 
was  continued  incessantly  till  midnight:  and 
the  fire  was  returned  occasionally  from  the 
battery  as  the  light  of  the  rockets  gave  oppor- 
tunity, without  any  chance  of  success. 

The  few  drafted  militia,  which  had  been 
sometime  s'ationed  there,  under  command  of 
lieutenant  Hough,  were  placed  in  the  best  di- 
rections to  give  an  alarm  in  case  a landing 
should  be  attempted.  During  the  night  the 
volunteers  and  militia  bad  assembled  in  con- 
siderable numbers;  and  the  non-combatant  in-* 
habitants  had  generally  removed  to  the  neigh- 
boring farm-houses  in  the  momentary  expec- 
tation of  seeing  their  abandoned  dwellings  in 
flames.  It  was  a night  of  inexpressible  anguish 
to  many  a widow  and  orphan,  to  many  aged 
and  infirm,  whose  little  pittance  they  were  now 
apparently  to  lose  forever  But  Providence 
directed  otherwise.  This  compact  little  village 
of  100  buildings,  had  been  for  four  hours  co- 
vered with  Haines  of  fire  and  bomb  shells,  and 
not  a single  building  was  consumed  nor  a per- 
son injured. 

At  the  dawn  of  day  cn  the  10th,  the  ap* 
proach  of  the  enemy  was  announced  by  a dis- 
charge of  Congreve  rockets  from  severat 
barges  and  a launch,  which  had  taken  their 
station  on  the  east  side  of  the  town,  and  out 
of  reach  of  the  battery.  Several  volunteers, 


officer  was  asked  whether  a flag  would  not  bo  with  small  arms  and  the  four  pounder,  hasten- 
reeeived  on  board.  He  said  no%arrangernents  > ed  across  the  point,  supposing  the  enemy  were 
rnnld  ho  made.  Thev  inrimml  wh Ah H p.r  p.nm  attempting  a landing.  Colonel  Randall  of  the 

13th  regiment,  who  at  the  time  was  moving 
towards  the  battery  with  a detachment  of  mi- 
litia, ordered  them  to  assist  the  volunteers  in 
drawing  over  one  of  the  lb  pounders  to  the  ex- 
treme end  of  the  point;  the  fire -of  which,  in  a 
few  minutes,  compelled  the  barges  to  seek 
safety  in  flight.  During  this  time  the  brig 
was  working  up  towards  the  point,  and  soon 
after  sunrise  came  to  anchor,  short  of  half  a 
mile  from  the  battery,  or  more  correctly  the 
breastwork.  Our  ammunition  being  soon  ex- 
hausted, the  guns  were  spiked,  and  the  men 
who  fought  them,  being  only  15  or  20,  retired 
leaving  them  behind  for  want  of  strength  to 


could  be  made.  They  inquired  whether  com. 
Hardy  had  determined  to  destroy  the  town. 
He  replied  that  such  were  his  orders  from  the 
admiral,  and  that  it  would  be  done  most  effec- 
tually 

When  the  gentlemen  reached  the  shores,  a 
croud  waited  with  great  anxiety  for  the  news; 
which  being  stated,  consternation  flew  through 
the  to^n.  An  express  was  dispatched  to  ge- 
neral Cushing,  at  New  London.  A number 
of  volunteers  hastened  to  collect  ammunition; 
others  ran  to  the  battery  "which  consisted  of 
two  18  pounders  and  a 4 pounder,  on  field  car- 
riages, with  a slight  breast  work,  4 feet  high. 
The  sick  and  the  aged  were  removed  with 
haste;  the  women  and  children,  with  loud  cries, 
were  seen  running  in  every  direction.  Some 
of  the  most  valuable  articles  were  hastily  got 
off  by  hand,  others  placed  in  the  gardens  and 
lots,  or  thrown  into  wells,  to  save  thorn  from 
i upending  conflagration.  The  60  minutes  ex- 
pi  km],  but  the  dreadful  moment  did  not  brin°’ 
the  attack. — Nelson’s  favorite  hero  and  friend 
was  seised'  with  the  compunctions  of  magnani 
mity — he  remembered  what  ancient  Britons 
were;  he  remembered  that  something  was  due 
to  the  character  of  Thomas  M.  Hardy.  Three 
hours  in  fact  elapsed,  when  at  8 in  the  even- 
ing the  attack  was  commenced  by  a discharge 


drag  them  off. 

The  brig  now  continued  deliberately  to  pour 
her  32  pound  shot  and  grape  into  the  village, 
without  our  having  the  power  of  returning  a 
shot,  for  an  hour,  and  the  bomb  ketch  occa- 
sionally threw  in  shells.  A fresh  supply  of 
ammunition  being  obtained  the  18  pounder 
was  withdrawn  from  the  breastwork,  the  vent 
drilled  and  the  piece  taken  back  again,  when 
such  an  animated  and  well  directed  fire  was 
kept  up,  that  at  3 o’clock  the  brig  slipped  her 
cable  and  hauled  off,  with  her  pumps  going, 
having  received  several  shots  below  her  water 
line  and  considerable  damage  in  her  spars.  &©• 
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Daring  this  action  between  the  eighteen  poun- 
der and  the  brig,  Mr.  Frederick.  Denison  was 

slightly  wounded  in  the  knee  by  a fragment  . , ,,  i 

of  a rock,  and  Mr  John  Miner,  badly  burnt  esq.  iate  his  majesty  s consul  at  New  London, 

in  his  lice  by  the  premature  discharge  of  the 


or  receiving  any  aid  from  your  town:  If  you 

send  on  board  this  ship  to  morrow  at  eight 
o’clock  Mrs.  Stewart,  wife  of  James  Stewart, 


gun.  The  iiag,  which  was  nailed  to  tfte  mast, 
was  pierced  with  seven  shot  holes,  tne  breast- 
work somewhat  injured  and  b or  8 ot  the 
dwelling  houses  in  the  vicinity  Essentially  in 
jured.  °At  this  time  a comiderable  body  ot 
militia  had  arrived,  and  brigadier  general  Ish- 
am,  had  taken  the  command;  the  inhabitants 
had  recoverd  from  the  consternation  of  the 
first  moments;  and  were  deliberately  moving 
off  their  furniture  and  goods.  At  1 deblock 
the  Ramilies  and  Pactolus  had  taken  stations 
about  two  and  a half  miles  from  the  town; 
when  resistance  appearing  hopeless,  the  ma- 
gistrates as  a last  resort  applied  to  the  general 
for  permission  to  send  a flag  off,  being  impres- 
sed with  the  opinion  that  there  must  exist  some 
latent  cause  of  a peculiar  nature  to  induce  a 
commander  who  had  heretofore  distinguished 
himself  for  a scrupulous  regard  to  the  claims 
of  honorable  warfare  to  induce  him  to  commit 
an  act  so  repugnant  to  sound  policy,  so  abhor- 
rent to  his  nature,  so  flagrant  an  outrage  on 


and  their  children,  I engage  that  no  further 
hostilities  shall  be  committed  against  Sto- 
ningfon;  otherwise  1 shall  proceed  to  destroy 
it  erfectuaiiy.  For  winch  purpose  1 possess 
ample  means.  T.  M.  HARDY,  capt 
This  letter  was  received  indignantly.  No 
answer  was  given.  It  was  a fact  well  known 
that  no  torpedoes  have  been  fitted  at  S t o- 
ningten,  and  that  the  inhabitantsarc  unfriend* 
ly  to  the  system;  but  neither  individuals  nor 
the  town  have  power  to  prevent  their  resort* 
ing  to  that  place.  The  condition  sine  qua  nmu 
is  v,ru!y  tragi-farcical.  Keif  her  fche  town  of 
Stoinngton  or  the  state  of  Connecticut,  bed 
any  legal  power  to  comply  with  it,  which  capt. 
Hardy  well  knew.  And  if  Stonington  Point 
with  its  rocky  foundations  had  been  in  danger 
of  being  blovm  up,  scarcely  a voice  Would 
have  been  raised  to  have  saved  it  upon  such 
disgraceful  terms.  The  first  duty  of  a citi- 
zen, we  are  taught  in  Connecticut,  is  to  obey 
the  laws.  Mrs.  Stewart  is  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 


humanity.  The  general,  we  understand,  would  and  the  petition  oilier  husband  for  a permit 
anction,  nor  did  he  absolutely  prohibit  a si  on  for  a departure  is  in  the  hands  of  a pro- 
ving sent.  They,  therefore,  on  their  own  per  authority,  who  will  undoubtedly  decide 

correctly  in  the  case. 

Our  countrymen  at  a distance,  from  the  im- 
portance capt.  Hardy  has  attached  to  the  cir- 
cumstance of  Mrs.  -Stewart’s  being  sent  oil' to 
the  British  squadron,  may  possibly  apprehend 
that  she  has  received  insult,  or  sign'.br-d  some 
fears  for  the  personal  safety  of  herself  and 

children. So  far  from  this  being  ^fhe  fact* 

no  lady  ever  experienced  greater  oivilitieg 
from  the  citizens:  as  no  one  has  better  deserv- 
know  from  you,  your  determination  respecting  | ed  them.  And  her  feelings  during  the  pro  * 
it.  Yours,  &,c.  Amos  Denison,  burgess,  Iceedings  at  Stoinngton,  demanded  the  sym- 
William  Lord , magistrate.  Ipathy  of  her  friends. 

The  deputation  proceeded  on  board  the  Ru- 1 By  the  terms  offered  by  capt.  Hardy,  it  was 
miiies  and  shortly  after  an  officer  informed  the  I Impossible  to  discover  whether  he  was  most 
boatmen  that  they  might  return  to  the  shore  doubtful  of  his  ability  to  accomplish  the  dea- 
ns the  gentlemen  would  be  landed  in  a boat  truction  of  the  town,  or  desirous  of  a 7 


not  sane 

flag  being  scui.  1 n vy 
responsibility,  sent  on  board  the  Ramilies, 
Isaac  Williams,  and  Win,  Lord,  esqrs.  with 
the  following  letter. 

(COPY.) 

Stonington , August  10. 

To  sir  Thomas  M.  Hardy, 

Sir— Agreeable  to  notice  received  from  you 
yesterday,  this  town  is  now  cleared  of  ‘ unof- 
fending inhabitants’  and  they  feeling  anxious 
about  the  fate  of  their  village  are  desirous  to 


as  the  gentlemen  would  be  landed  in  a boat 
from  the  ship;  and  that  captain  Hardy  had  de- 
clared that  no  further  hostilities  would  he  com 
milted  against  the  town.  After  remaining  on 
board  an  hour,  or  more,  the  deputation  were 


pretext 

to  save  it.  He  assured  the  gentlemen  who 
accompanied  the  flag  that  this  was  the  most 
unpleasant  expedition  he  had  ever  undertaken. 
The  truce  on  the  part  of  the- enemy  Lavir.g 


conveyed  in  a flag  from  the  ship  which  was  j expired  at  8 o’clock  on  Thursday  morning 


met  by  one  from  the  shore.  They  brought 
with  them  a very  singular  and  extraordinary 


Hag,  was  soon  after  observed  at  the  battery 
to  be  coming  on  shore,  end  there  not  being 


communication.  An  exact  copy  cannot  at  sufficient  time  to  give  in  formal  ion  of  the  fact 
present  be  obtained,  as  official  etiquette  wall  at  head  quarters  and  receive  instructions,  it 
nit;  but  hiving  read  it  when  it  was  re-  was  determined  by  the  < 


is  memory  wall  serve 


not  permit;  but  hiving 
celved  on  shore,  as  far 
us  it  was  as  follows: 

On  board  JL  Al.  skip  It  amities,  off  Stonington , Aiu>'.  10. 
Gentlemen — You  having  given  assurances 


ing  to  send  a boat  off  to 


officer  then  command- 
receive  the  commu- 
nication. Mr.  Faxon,  of  Stoning! on,  took 
charge  of  the  boat,  and  offered  to  convey  the 
dispatch  agreeable  to  its  directions.  The  Pri  • 


that  no  torpedoes  have  been  fitted  out  from  | tish  officer,  lieut  Ciaxton,  questioned  his  at?- 
Stonington;  and  having  engaged  to  exert  your  jthovity  to  receive  it.  Enquired  whether 
influence  to  prevent  any  from  being  fitted  out  i Stewart  would  be  £eflt  oft;  and  said  l.c  Wdfdd 


'132  NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER — SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  5,1814. 


fo  on  shore.  Mr.  Faxon  replied,  that  he 
new  nothing  of  Mrs.  Stewart,  and  that  if  he 
attempted  to  proceed  for  the  shore  he  would 
undoubtedly  be  fired  on.  He  continued  his 
course,  when  a centinel  was  directed  to  fire 
forward  of  the  boat,  but  the  ball  passed 
through  the  after  sail.  They  immediately 
put  about  and  steered  for  the  ship;  the  lieut. 
i wearing  revenge  for  what  he  termed  an  in- 
sult to  his  flag. 

An  explanation  of  the  circumstance  was 
immediately  transmitted  by  general  Isham  to 
captain  Hardy,  which  he  received  as  satisfac- 
tory. 

At  the  moment  a flag  had  started  for  the 
Ramilies  from  the  civil  authority  of  the  town; 
which  was  received  on  board,  by  which  was 
sent  the  following  letter. 

$ionington-Boro\  Aug.  14,  1814. 

To  Thomas  J\l.  Hardy , Esq.  commander  of  H.  Ji.  <M. 
ship  Jiamilies. 

Sir — Since  the  flag  went  into  New  Lon- 
don for  Mrs.  Stewart,  and  family,  general 
Cushing  who  commanded  at  New  London, 
lias  written,  we  are  informed,  to  the  secretary 
of  war  on  the  subject,  and  it  is  cur  opinion 
that  the  request  will  be  complied  with.  But 
whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  communi- 
cation from  gen.  Cushing,  you  will  be  satisfied 
it  is  not  in  our  power  to  enter  into  any  ar- 
rangement with  you  respecting  her. 

From  yours.  Sec. 

Isaac  Williams,-') 

William  Lord,  C Magistrates. 
Alex.  Q.  Smith,  j 

John  Smith,  warden. 
Geo.  Hubbard.  ~ 

Amos  Denison,  5 

To  this  letter,  capt.  Hardy  replied  verbal- 
ly, that,  he  should  allow  till  12  o’clock  for  Mrs. 
Stewart  to  be  brought  on  board.  At  this 
time  the  principal  part  of  3 regiments  of  mi- 
litia had  arrived,  and  the  town  was  perfectly 
secure  against  a landing. 

At  3 o’clock,  the  bomb-ship  re-commenced 
throwing  shells  into  the  town ; and  being  out 
of  the  reach,  of  our  cannon,  the  general  with- 
drew the  militia  excepting  a guard  of  50  men, 
who  were  ordered  to  patrol  the  streets  for  the 

extinguishment  of  fire,  should  any  happen. 

The  bombardment  continued  till  evening. 

On  Friday  morning  the  bomb-ship  renewed 
her  operations  a little  before  sun  rise,  while 
the  Ramilies  aud  Paetolus  were  warping  in. 
At  eight  o’clock  the  frigate  opened  her  Are, 
and  was  soon  followed  by  the  Ramilies.  At 
this  time  the  cannon- were  ordered  to  be  moved 
to  the  north  end  of  the  town,  where  they 
would  have  been  serviceable  if  an  attempt 
had  been  made  to  land  under  cover  of  the 
ships.  This  was  a Very  hazardous  service  as 
f fle  party  would  be  entirely  exposed  to  the  fire 
the  enemy.  Volunteers  in  sufficient  num- 
bers instantly  offered  their  services;  among 
were  upwards  of  twenty  of  the  Norwich 


artillery.  The  command  of  the  party  was  en- 
trusted to  lieutenant  Lathrop,  of  that  corps. 
They  marched  to  the  battery  and  brought  off 
the  pieces  without;  the  smallest  accident;  ex- 
hibiting all  the  steadiness  which  characterises 
veteran  soldiers. 

This  tremendous  cannonade  and  bombard- 
ment continued  till  nearly  noon,  when  it  cea- 
sed; and  about  four  o’clock  the  ships  hauled  off 
to  their  former  anchorage. 

During  the  succeeding  night  a large  force 
was  kept  on  guard;  in  the  expectation  and 
hope  that  a landing  would  be  attempted.  The 
militia  during  this  afflicting  scene  discovered 
the  very  best  disposition,  and  were  eager  to 
take  revenge  of  the  enemy  or  sacrifice  their 
lives  in  the  contest. 

It  may  be  considered  miraculous  that  dur- 
ing the  several  attacks,  while  so  many  were 
exposed  to  this  terrible  and  protracted  bom- 
bardment and  cannonade,  not  a person  was 
killed,  and  but  five  or  six  wounded,  and  those 
slightly.  Among  the  wounded  is  lieutenant 
Hough  of  the  drafted  militia. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  enemy  relin- 
quished the  hope  of  burning  the  town,  weigh- 
ed anchor  and  proceeded  up  Fisher’s  island 
sound. 

The  volunteers  who  so  gloriously  fought  in 
the  battery,  deserve  the  thanks  of  their  coun- 
try. No  men  could  have  done  better.  Their 
ex?anple  will  have  the  happiest  influence. 

About  40  buildings  are  more  or  less  injured; 
8 or  10  essentially  so;  and  two  or  three  may 
be  considered  as  ruined.  The  damage  was 
principally  done  by  the  brig.  Many  shells  did 
not  explode,  several  were  extinguished.  The 
Congreve  Rockets  which  were  frightful  at 
first,  soon  lost  their  terrors,  and  effected  little. 

The  inhabitants  fearing  another  attack, 
have  not  returned  to  their  dwellings;  and  their 
desolate  situation  calls  loudly  upon  the  phi- 
lanthropy of  their  fellow  citizens.  If  a brief 
should  be  granted  for  collections  in  the  chureh- 
es  of  the  state,  we  trust  very  essential  aid  will 
be  furnished.  Nineteen-twentieths  of  the  in- 
habitants, it  is  said,  have  no  other  property 
than  their  buildings. 

A Nantucket  man  has  been  on  board  the 
British  fleet  to  redeem  his  boat  and  learnt 
that  the  Dispatch  had  2 men  killed  and  12 
wounded;  her  loss  was  undoubtedly  much 
greater. 

An  article  signed  by  the  magistrates,  says 
“During  this  protracted  bombardment,  no- 
thing more  excites  our  astonishment  and  gra- 
titude than  this,  that  not  a man  was  killed  on 
our  part.  We  understand  from  good  autho- 
rity, the  enemy  had  a number  killed  and  seve-- 
ral  badly  wounded.  In  this  unprovoked  at- 
tack upon  us,  we  have  made  some  estimate  of 
the  number  of  shells  and  fire  carcasses  thrown 
into  the  village,  and  we  find  there  has  been 
about  three  hundred.  The  amount  of  metal 
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fired  by  the  enemy,  will  exceed  we  think  fifty  j 
tons,  about  three  or  four  tons  of  bombs,  car-! 
cases  and  shot,  have  been  collected.”* 

I 

FttOM  THE  COLUMBIAN-. 


THE  BATTLE  OF  STONINGTON. 
Three  gallant  ships  from  England  came, 
Freighted  deejj  with  tire  and  liame, 

And  other  things  we  need  not  name. 

To  have  a clash  at  Stoningtou. 

Now  safe  arrived— their  work  begun— 

They  thought  to  uiak*  the  yankees  run. 

And  have  a mighty  deal  of  fun, 

In  stealing  sheep  at  Stonington. 

A yankee,  then,  popp'd  up  his  head. 

And  parson  Jones’  sermon  read, 

In  which  the  reverend  doctor  said, 

That  they  must  tight  for  Stoningtqn. 

The  ships  advancing  several  ways, 

The  Britons  soon  began  to  blaze. 

And  pm  the  old  women  in  amaze, 

Who  fear’d  the  loss  of  Stonington! 

The  yankees  to  their  fort  repaired. 

And  made  as  though  they  little  cared, 

For  all  their  shot— though  very  hard 
They  blazed  away  on  Stonington, 

The  Ramilies  began  the  attack, 

And  Nimrod  made  a mighty  crack, 

And  none  can  tell  what  kept  them  back. 
From  setting  fire  to  Stonington, 

The  old  Razee,  with  red  hot  ball, 

Soon  made  a farmer's  barrack  fall. 

And  did  a cow-house  sadly  maul, 

That  stood  a mile  from  Stonington* 

The  bombs  were  thrown, the  rockets  flew", 

But  not  a man  of  all  their  crew , 

(Though  every  man  was  full  in  view) 

Could  kill  a man  at  Stonington. 

To  have  their  turn  they  thought  but  fair?*- 
The  yankees  brought  two  guns  to  hear. 

And,  sir,  it  would  have  made  you  stare, J 
To  see  the  smoke  at  Stonington! 

They  bored  the  Nimrod  through  and  through) 
And  kill’d  and  mangled  half  her  crew, 

When  riddled,  cri  ppled,  she  withdrew. 

And  cursed  the  boys  of  Stopingtyn. 

The  Ramilies  gave  up  the  fray. 

* And  with  her  comrades  sneak’d  away — 

Such  was  the  valor  on  that  day. 

Of  British  tars  at  Stonington. 

But  some  assert,  on  certain  grounds, 

Beside  the  damage  and  the  wounds, 

It  cost  their  king  ten  thousand  pounds, 

To  have  a dash  at  Stonington. 


*Some  respectable  citizens  from  motives  of  curiosi 
ty  weighed  several  shells,  &c.  and  found  their  weight 
to  be  as  follows  : 

One  of  the  largest  carcasses  partly  full 


of  the  combustible,  ’ 2161b. 

One  of  the  smallest  sort  do.  103 

One  of  the  largest  kind  empty,  189 

One  of  the  largest  bomb  shells,  189 

One  of  the  smallest  do.  90 

One  marked  on  it  (fire  161b)  16 


One  of  the  large  carcasses  partly  full,  was  set  on 
fire  which  burnt  half  an  hour,  emitting  a horrid 
stench,  in  a calm  the  flame  would  rise  ten  feet. — 
Some  of  the  rockets  were  sharp  pointed,  others  not, 
made  of  sheet  iron  very  thick,  containing  at  the  low- 
er end  some  of  them  a fusee  of  grenade,  calculated 
to  burst,  and  if  they  were  taken  hold  of  before  the 
explosion,  might  prove  dangerous,  one  or  two  per- 
sons received  injury  in  this  way.  They  appear  to 
contain  a greater  variety  of  combustibles  than  the 
fire  carcasses 


British  Proclamations,  &c. 

The  following  proceedings  were  had  by  the  Ion. 
William  Henry  Percy,  a captain  in  “his  majesty’s” 
navy — and  lieut.  col.  Nicholls,  commanding  “his 
majesty’s”  forces  in  the  Floriuas,  before  they 
got  their  drubbing  at  Fort  Bowyer — which  has, 
perhaps,  changed  their  tone.  Their  impudent e 
is  equalled  only  by  their  fully. 

Though  we  have  laughed  heartily  at  the  appeal  of 
the  gallant  colonel  to  the  people  of  Kentucky - See. 
and  his  story  of  “ French  influence” — the  base,  vil- 
* lainous  and  unprincipled  application  to  the  cele- 

, brated  pirate  Lafitte,  for  his  alliance a man 

who,  for  about  two  years  past,  has  been  famous 
for  crimes  that  the  civilized  -world  wars  against — 
who  is  supposed  to  have  captured  one  hundred 
vessels,  of  all  nations , and  certainly  murdered  the 
i crews  of  all  that  he  took,  for  no  one  has  <Aer  es- 
’ caped  him — who  was  known  to  the  HOX.  captain 

Percy,  “his  Britannic  majesty’s  senior  officer,  Sic” 
— indubitably  known,  as  such  an  outlaw,  pirate 
and  murderer — is  of  a character  so  infamous  and 
detestable,  that,in  the  strong  language  of  an  anony- 
mous writer  on  another  occasion,  we  would  “with 
trumpet  lungs,  call  upon  heaven  and  earth  to 
- punish  tire  offence!” 

j Gracious  Providence! — are  such  men  the  “bulwarks 
a of  religion  and  liberty 

j These  fellows  have  been  handsomely  beaten  by  less 
j!  than  100  men  at  fort  Bowyer,  with  all  their  spout- 
f ing.  The  poor  creature  Nicholls,  had  only  about 
2U'5  marines,  and  as  many  indians,  of  whom,  and  to 
, whom,  he  speaks  so  pompously! 

Head  quarters  j Pensacola , August  26,  1814. 

. Order  of  the  day  for  the  first  colonial  battalion  of  ih • 

_ ! royal  corps  of  marines , 

, You  are  called  upon  to  discharge  a duty  of  the 
utmost  peril.  You  will  have  to  perform  long  and 
tedious  marches  through  wildernesses,  swamps  and 
. water  courses;  your  enemy  from  long  habit  inured 
to  the  climate,  will  have  great  advantages  over  yoit. 
But  remember,  the  21  years  of  toil  and  glory  of  your 
country,  and  resolve,  to  follow  the  example  of  your 
glorious  companions,  who  have  fought  and  spilt  their 
blood  in  her  service.  Be  equally  faithful  and  strict 
in  your  moral  discipline,  and  this  the  last  and  most 
perfidious  of  your  enemies,  will  not  long  maintain 
themselves  before  you.  A cause  so  sacred  as  that 
which  has  led  you  to  draw  your  swords  in  Europe, 
will  make  you  unsheath  them  in  America,  and  I trust 
you  will  use  them  with  equal  credit  and  advantage. 
In  Europe  your  arms  were  not  employed  in  defence 
of  your  country  only,  but  of  all  those  who  groaned  in 
the  chains  of  oppression,  and  in  America  they  are  to 
have  the  same  direction.  The  people  whom  you  are 
now  to  aid  and  assist  have  suffered  robberies  and 
murders  committed  on  them  by  the  Americans. 

The  noble  Spanish  nation  has  grieved  to  see  her 
territories  insulted;  having  been  robbed  and  despoil- 
ed of  a portion  of  them  while  she  was  overwhelmed 
with  distress  and  held  down  by  the  chains  which  a 
tyrant  had  imposed  on  her  glorious  struggling  for 
the  greatest  of  all  possible  blessings  (true  liberty.) 
The  treacherous  Americans,  who  call  themselves 
free,  have  attacked  her,  like  assassins,  while  she  was 
fallen.  But  the  day  of  retribution  is  fast  approaching. 
These  atrocities  will  excite  horror  in  the  heart  of  a 
British  soldier,  they  will  stimulate  you  to  avenge 
them,  and  you  will  avenge  them  like  British  soldiers. 
Valor,  then,  and  humanity  ! 

As  to  the  Indians,  you  are  to  exhibit  to  them  the 
most  exact  discipline,  being  a pattern  to  those  chib 
dren  of  natnre.  You  will  teach  and  instruct  them, 
in  doing  which  you  will  manifest  the  utmost  pa- 
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lienee,  and  you  will  correct  them  when  they  deserve 
i". . But  you  will  regard  their  affections  and  anti pa- 
thies,  anil  never  give  than  just  cause  of  offence.  So- 
briety,  above  all  thing's,  should  be  your  greatest  care 
• — a single;  instance  of  drunkenness  may  be  your  ruin, 
and  i deckre  to  you  in  the  most  solemn  manner  that 
no  consideration  whatsoever  shall  induce  nie  to  for- 
give a drunkard.  Apprized  of  this  declaration,  if 
any  of  you  break  my  ordets  in  this  respect,  he  will 
consider  himself  the  just  cause  of  his  own  chastise- 
ment. Sobriety  is  your  first  duty;  I ask  of  you  the 
observance  of  it  among  your  brethren.  Vigilance  is 
our  next  duty.  Nothing  is  so  disgraceful  to  our 
.army  as  surprise.  Nothing  so  destructive  to  our 
cause. 

By  the  honorable  William  Henry  Percy , captain  of  his 
majesty's  ship  Hermes , and  senior  officer  in  the  gulph 
if  .Mexico. 

You  are  hereby  requested  and  directed  after  hav- 
ing received  on  board  an  officer  belonging  to  the  first 
battalion  of  royal  colonial  marines,  lo  proceed  in  his 
majesty’s  sloop  under  your  command,  without  a mo- 
-jnent’s  loss  of  time  for  Barataria. 

On  your  arrival  at  that  place,  you  will  communi- 
cate With  the  chief  persons  there;  you  will  urge  them 
to  throw  themselves  under  the  protection  of  Great 
Britain;  and  should  you  find  them  inclined  to  pursue 
such  a step,  you  will  hold  out  to  them,  that  their 
property  shall  be  secured  to  them,  that  they  shall  be 
considered  British  subjects,  and  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  .war,  lands  in  his  majesties  colonies  in  America, will 
be  allotted  to  them.  In  return  for  these  concessions, 
you  will  insist  on  an  immediate  cessation  of  hostilities 
against  Spain;  and  in  case  they  should  have  any 
Spanish  property  not  disposed  of,  that  it  is  to  be  res- 
tored, and  that  they  put  their  naval  force  into  the 
hands  of  the  senior  officer  here,  until  the  commander 
jn  chief’s  pleasure  is  known.  In  the  event  of  their 
not  having  inclined  to  act  offensively  against  the  Uni- 
ted States,  you  will  do  all  in  your  power  to  persuade 
them  to  strict  neutrality,  and  still  .endeavor  to  put  a 
stop  to  their  hostilities  against  Spain;  should  you 
succeed  completely  in  the  object  for  which  you  are 
sent,  you  will  concert  such  measures  for  the  an- 
noyance of  the  enemy  as  you  judge  best  from  cir- 
cumstances, having  an  eye  to  the  junction  of  their 
small  .? rmed  vessels  with  me,  for  the  capture  of  the 
Mobile,  &c.  You  will,  at  all  events,  yourself,  join  me 
with  the  utmost  despatch  at  this  post,  with  the  ac- 
count. of  yosrr  success. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  on  board  his  majesty’s 
ghip  Hermes,  at  Pensacola,  this  30t.h  day  of  August, 
3814. 

(Signed)  W.  II.  PERCY,  captain. 

f\richolas  Locker,  esq. commander  of  his  majesty’s  ship 
Sophia. 

A true  copv  from  the  original  in  my  possession. 

WM.  C.  C.  CLAIBORNE. 

JSy  the  honorable  William  Henry  Percy,  captain  of  ,//. 
JI.  *S\  Hermes , and  senior  officer  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

Having  understood  that  some  British  merchant- 
men have  been  detained,  taken  into,  and  sold  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Btrataria,  I have  directed  captain 
Lockyer,  of  II  M.  sloop  Sophia,  to  proceed  to  that 
place,  and  to  inquire  into  the  circumstance,  with 
positive  orders  to  demand  instant  restitution,  and  in 
case  of  refusal,  to  destroy  to  his  utmost,  every  ves- 
sel there,  as  well  as  to  carry  destruction  over  the 
whole  place,  and  at  the  same  time  to  assure  him  of 
live  co-operation  of  all  H.  M.  naval  force  on  this  sta- 
tion. I trust  at, the  same  time  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Barataria  consulting  their  own  interest,  will  not 
make  it  necessary  to  proceed  to  such  extremities. — 
I hold  out  at  the  same  time  to  them,  a war  instantly 


destructive  to  them,  and  on  the  other  hand,  should 
they  be  inclined  to  assist  Great  Britain,  in  an  unjust 
and  unprovoked  war  against  the  United  States,  the 
security  of  their  property,  the  blessings  of  the  Bri- 
tish constitution,  and  should  they  be  inclined  to 
settle  on  this  continent,  lands  will  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  war,  be  allotted  to  them,  in  his  majesty’s  co- 
lonies in  America.  In  return  for  all  these  conces- 
sions, on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  I expect  that  the 
direction  of  the  armed  vessels  will  be  put  into  my 
hands,  (for  which  they  will  be  remunerated)  the  in- 
stant cessation  of  hostilities  against  the  Spanish 
government  and  the  restitution  of  any  undis- 
posed of  property  of  that  nation  shall  be  made. 
Should  any  inhabitants  be  inclined  to  volunteer 
their  services  into  H.  M.  force,  either  naval  or  mili- 
tary, for  limited  service,  they  will  be  received,  and 
if  any  British  subject  being  at  Barataria  wishes  to 
return  to  his  native  country,  he  will,  on  joining  his 
majesty’s  service,  receive  a free  pardon. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  his  majesty’s  ship 
Hermes,  Pensacola,  the  1st  d .y  of  Sept.  1814. 

(Signed)  W.  II.  PERCY,  Capt. 

and  Senior  officer. 

Monsieur  Lafete. 

A true  copy  from  the  original  in  my  possession. 

W.  C.  C.  CLAIBORNE. 

Heatf-qunrUTS,  Pensacola,  August  31st,  1814« 

Sir — I have  arrived  in  the  Floridas  for  the  pur- 
pose of  annoying  the  only  enemy  Great  Britain  has 
in  tlie  world.  As  France  and  England  are  now 
friends,  I call  on  you,  with  your  brave  followers,  to 
enter  into  the  service  of  Great  Britain,  in  which  you 
shall  have  the  rank  of  captain — LANDS  will  be  giv- 
en to  you  all  in  proportion  to  your  respective  ranks, 
on  a peace  taking  place,  and  I invite  you  out  on  the 
following  terms: — your  property  shall  be  quartered 
to  you,  and  your  person  protected.  In  return  for 
which  I ask  you  to  cease  all  hostilities  against  Spain 
or  the  allies  of  Great  Britain.  Your  ships  and  ves- 
sels to  be  placed  under  the  orders  of  the  command- 
ing officer  on  this  station  until  the  commander  in 
chief’s  pleasure  is  known;  but  1 guarantee  their  fair 
value  to  you  at  all  events. 

I herewith  enclose  you  a copy  of  my  proclama- 
tion to  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  which  will,  I 
trust,  point  out  to  you  the  honorable  intentions  of 
my  government;  you  may  be  a useful  assistant  to  me 
in  forwarding  them;  therefore  if  you  determine, 
lose  no  time;  the  bearer  of  this  captain  M’Williams 
will  satisfy  you  on  any  other  points  you  may  be 
anxious  to  learn,  as  will  capt.  Lockyer  of  the  Sophia, 
who  carries  him  to  you.  We  have  a powerful  rein- 
forcement on  the  way  here,  and  I hope  to  cut  out 
some  otiier  work  for  the  Americans  than  oppressing 
the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana.  Be  expeditious  on 
your  resolves  and  rely  upon  the  veracity  of 

Your  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  EDWARD  NICHOLLS, 

Li.,  col.  com . H.  B.  M.  forces  in  the  Floridas. 
To  Monsieur  La  Fete,  or  the 

commandant  at  Barataria. 

By  lieut.  col  Edward  JYicholls,  commanding  II.  B.  M. 
forces  in  the  Floridas. 

Natives  of  Louisiana,  on  you  the  first  call  is  made 
to  assist  in  liberating  from  a faithless  and  imbecile 
government,  your  paternal  soil.  Spaniards,  French- 
men, Italians  and  British,  whether  settled  or  resid- 
ing for  a time  in  Louisiana,  on  you  also  I call  to  aid 
me  in  the  just  cause.  Tne  American  usurpation  in 
this  country  must  be  abolished,  and  the  lawful  own- 
ers of  the  soil  put.  in  possession.  I am  at  the  hea  1 
of  a large  body  of  Indians,  well  armed,  disciplined, 
and  commanded  by  British  officers.  A good  trait* 
of  artillery  with  every  requisite;  seconded  by  the 
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powerful  aid  of  a numerous  British  und  Spanish  |on  Harbor  Island,  one  of  the  Bahamas,  and  burnt 
squadron  of  ship s and  vessels  of -war.  Be  not  alarm -|j  or  plundered  twenty  seven  bouses,  taking  from  one 
e t,  inhabitants  of.  die  country,  at  our  approach;  the' person  740  doubloons.  The  destruction  of  the  ca- 
sune  good  faith  and  disinterestedness,  which  has  • pitol  was  assigned  as  a reason  for  this  proceeding.' 
distinguished  the  conduct  of  Britons  in  Europe  ac-Jj  It  is  a fact  that  eleven-twelfths  of  the  towns  and 


companies  them  here.  You  will  have  no  fear  of  liti-j  settlements  in  the  West  Indies  might  be  ! iniut  < v 


fer  no  infringement  of  theirs;  rest  assured  that  these 
brave  men  only  burn  with  an  ardent  desire  of  sa- 
tisfaction, for  the  wrongs  they  have  suffered  from 
the  Americans,  to  join  you  in  liberating  these  south- 
ern frontiers  from  their  yoke,  and  drive  them  into 
the  limits  formerly  prescribed  by  my  sovereign.— 
Tli  Indians  have  pledged  ihemselves,  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  not  to  injure  in  the  slightest  degree, 
the  persons  or  properties,  of  any  but  enemies  to 
their  Spanish  or  English  fathers.  A fag  over  any 
door  sviictuer  Spanish,  Fiencii  or  British  will  be  <i 
certain  protection.  Nor  lure  any  Indian  put  his 


town,  8 cc.  Sec.  which  the  enemy  has  destroyed,  that 
might  be  retaliated  upon  as  easily  by  a privateer  or 
small  armed  schooner,  as  a ship  of  the  line — vft  we 
hope  and  trust  it  may  not  be  done.  It  may,  perhaps, 
be  well  enough  to  shew  (lie  barbarian  enemy  that  we 
can  do  it;  but  let  us  refrain  from  doing  it.  Such 
excursions  cannot  have  any  national  effeci;  :.rd  are 
condemned  by  the  laws  and  usages  of  all  cjydized 
nations,  the  British  excepted,  if  they  deserve  to  be 
so  called.  Our  forbearance  may  bring  them  to  a 
sense  of  shame  tor  their  conduct, — and,  though  it 
should  hav*  no  good  effect  in  this  wav,  must  be 


Mr.  Stewart,  formerly  British  consul  al  New 


foot  bn  the  threshold  thereof,  under  penalty  of  death  pleasing  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  will  strengthen  us 
from  his  own  countrymen.  Not  even  an  enemy  will  i in  a consciousness  of  our  own  rectitude,  and  secure 
an  Indian  put  to  death,  except  resisting  inarms,  and]  us  the  good  opinion  of  the  world, 
as  for  injuring  helpless  women  and  children  the  red 

men 
wili 

thei 

Gambia,  an  i within  a neutral  territory 
Inhabitants  of  Kentucky 

with  grievous  impositions.  The  whole  brunt  of  the 
wav  has  fallen  on  your  brave  sons;  be  imposed  on  no 
more;  out  either  range  you. selves  under  the  sUnd- 


i by  their  good  conduct  «.nd  treatment  to  them,  London,  since  known  as  an  agent  for  procuring  specie 
, i»’»t  be  possi  :le,  «»>ke  die  Americans  blush  for,  for  the  enemy,  £s?c. -and  who  has  long  been  on  hoard 
r more  Allan  inhuman  conduct,  Ltel)  ou  the  Es  I the  licet  off  Aew  London,  was  lately  made  prisoner 


ard  of  your  forefathers,  or  obseive  a strict  neutrali- 
ty. I'  you  comply  with  either' of  these  offers;  what 
ever  provisions  you  send  lown,  will  be  paid  for  in 


on  Plumb  island,  and  remains  so  on  board  the  U.  S. 
ou  have  too  long-  borne  [sloop  Hornet. 

“The  tunt.  changed.”  From  the  Albany  Argns, 
Sept.  30.  The  official  paper  of  the  government  at 
Quebec,  which  lately  held  up  the  idea,  that  Great 
Britain  would  insist  on  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of 
the  lakes,  the  establishment  of  a new  boundary  line 
on  our  northern  and  western  frontier,  which  should 


dollars,  and  the  safety  or' the  persons  bringing  it,  as  give  her  a large  district  of  ovir  territory,  our  a ban 
well  as  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  gua  ionmentof  h * fisheries,  and  the  East  India  trade  as 
ran  teed  to  you.  Men  of  Kentucky,  let  me  call  to  the  price  of  peace — in  an  article  of  the  23d  tilt,  con- 
your  view,  and  I trust  to  your  abhorrence,  the  con- [descends  to  say,  “If,  in  addition  to  their  (the  4me- 


duct  of  those  factions,  which 
cruel,  unjust  and  unnatural 


t hurried  you  into  this  ricans]  being  shut  out  from  the 
war,  at  a time  when  G.  [ they  should  be,  in  some  deirree 


East  India  trade 
ee  curtailed  in  the 


Britain  was  v.  raining  every  nerve  in  defence  of  her  [fisheries,  we  fear  it  is  as  much  as  we  can  look  for.” 
own,  and  t - liberties  of  the  world;  when  the  bravest  j This  official  paper  pays  no  mean  compliment  to  the 
of  her  sona  were  fighting  and  bleeding  in  so  sacred  [ valor  of  our  troops,  when  in  the  same  article  it  ad- 
a cause;  when  sue  w.«s  spending  millions  of  herjmits,  “with  all  our  strength,  it  would  be  rashness 
treasure  in  endeavoring  to  pull  down  one  of  thejto  penetrate  to  any  considerable  distance  into  the 
most  formidable  and  dangerous  tyrants  that  ever;  enemy’s  country.  Such  a measure  would  infallibly 
disgraced  the  form  of  man:  when  groaning  Europe  [expose  our  army  to  be  taken  in  the  rear  and  pro- 
wus  almost  in  her  last  gasp,  when  positions*  alone: duce  perhaps  another  Saratoga  disaster.”  Again — 
.shewed  an  undaunted  front,  basely  did  these  ussas- J “They  [the  British  troops  on  the  Niagara  frontier] 
sins  endeavor  to  stab  her  from  the  rear;  she  has  | have  at  present  an  enemy  to  contend  with  not  lobe 
turned  on  them,  renovated  irom  the  bloody,  but  sue  i contemned  by  them.” 

cessful  struggle.  Europe  is  happy  and  free,  smdi  [The  affairs  at  Plattsburg  and  Baltimore,  not 
she  now  hastens  justly  to  avenge  unprovoked  iusiilts.!  known  at  Quebec  when  the  article  alluded  to  was 
Shew  them  that  you  we  not  collectively  unjust,  written,  will  wry  strongly  confirm  the  positions  of 
leave  that  contemptible  few  to  shift  for  themselves;  klie  writer.] — Reg. 

lei  those  slaves  of  the  tyrant  send  an  embassy  to  [ Liberality.  The  people  of  the  state  of  New 
Elba,  ami  implore  his  aid;  but  le»  every  honest,  up- [York  are  busy  in  administering  to  the  comfort  of 
rigfi:  American  spurn  them  with  merited  contempt,  j the  families  of  those  who  have  marched  to  defend 
Af\er  the  experience  of  21  years,  can  you  any  longer  j the  maritime  front  ier. 

support  those  brawlers  for  liberty,  who  call  it  tree-  Singular  Circumstance.  There  are  some  fact3 
dom,  and  know  not  when  themselves  are  free;  be  no  (relating  to  the  capture  of  general  Jiiafl  which  may 
longer  iheir  dupes,  accept  of  my  offer;  every  thing  [not  be  uninteresting.  On  the  day  of  the  memorable 
I have  promised  in  this  paper  1 guarantee  to  you  on  (battle  of  Bridgewater,  capt.  Ketchum,  of  the  25th 
the  sacred  honor  of  a British  officer.  infantry,  in  conversation  with  one  of  his  brother  offi- 

Given  under  my  hand  at  mv  head-quarters,  Pensa-  jeers,  observed,  that  in  24 hours  he  would  return  with 
cola,  this  29ih  of  August,  1814. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  NICHOLLS. 


gen.  Thailand  suit  prisoners.  During  the  evening  of 
that  day  capt.  Ketchum,  with  a small  body  of  men, 
circumvented  the  British  army,  and  got  in  their  rear, 
-rj  . . • it  Gen.  Riall,  supposing  them  to  be  a body  of  his  own 

ivCCCilt  OmiSSIOXlS niiSCCi leincoiis.  men,  ordered  them  to  charge  upon  them.  Captain 

It  is  stated  that  the  privateer  Midas,  of  Baltimore,  . Ketchum  coolly  replied — “Sir  I receive  no  orders 
lately  from  Savannah,  has  made  a Cockburn- descent  from  you— I command  here— -please  to  dismount.”— 


t 
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Cen.  Riall  after  a slight  resistance 
his  aids  was  killed,  surrendered. 

Brig.  gen.  Ripley. — It  is  stated  in  a letter  received 
«.t  Pittsfield  in  Massachusetts,  from  an  officer,  who 
•Was  by  the  side  of  gen.  Ripley  in  the  battle  of  the 
17th  ult.  that  all  the  troops  participated  in  \he  ac- 
tion, and  that  towards  the  close  of  it,  as  the  general 
Was  at  the  head  of  the  23d  regt.  then  closely  engaged 
at  the  distance  of  twenty  yards  from  the  enemy,  lie 
received  a musket  shot,  which  penetrated  through 
his  neck  between  the  throat  and  the  spine,  entering; 
in  front  of  the  right  artery  and  passing  out  behind' 
the  left  artery.  His  aid  conveyed  him  from  the  fieldt( 
of  battle,  insensible  through  the  loss  of  blood.  OnJ 
the  20th  his  recovery  was  considered  as  doubtful. — , 
(Xj’B.v  subsequent  accounts  we  have  the  pleasure  toj 
hope  the  early  return  of  this  gallant  officer  to  the' 
service  of  his  country,  ' 

The  Boston  PaVculium  of  the  23th  Oct.  says:  “It 
was  reported  a few  days  since,  that  several  of  the  neu- 
tral nations  of  Europe  had  complained  to  the  British 
government  of  the  extent  of  the  blockade  of  the  ports 
of  the  United  States. 

And  yesterday  it  was  reported  that  an  order  had 
been  received  at  Halifax,  permitting  the  neutral 
vessels  which  have  been  sent  in  there  and  not  adju- 
dicated, to  sail  for  their  original  ports  of  destination 
in  the  United  States,  not  known  to  them  to  be  block- 
aded at  the  time  they  commenced  their  voyages,  and 
to  return  with  cargoes. 

No  doubt  there  has  been  a negociation  in  England 
on  the  subject  of  neutral  vessels  turned  off  from  ports 
not  known  by  them  to  be  blockaded,  when  they  sail 
«d;  and  the  above  is  possibly  the  result.  To  take  : 
return  cargo  under  such  circumstances,  would  be 
among  their  rights. 

A considerable  number  of  neutrals  have  been  waitr 
ing  at  Halifax  the  issue  of  the  despatches  sent  to 
England. 

Vermont  volunteers. — To  the  editors  of  the  Bur 
Ungton  Gazette. — Sins — On  my  arrival  at  this  place 
last  evening,  I found  a false  and  disgraceful  report 
in  circulation  respecting  the  Vermont  troops.  It  is 
stated,  that  while  fighting  fhe  enemy  at  Plattsburgh, 
in  their  attack  on  Sunday  last,  we  refused  to  give 
them  quarters  after  they  had  surrendered.  In  the 
part  of  the  line  occupied  by  col.  Lyman’s  regiment, 
a number  of  lire  enemy  surrendered,  and  a captain 
and  several  others  were  killed.  But  col.  Lyman  as- 
serts with  confidence,  that  no  person  fell  after  quar- 
ters, were  asked,  although,  there  were  several  guns 
fired  in  consequence  of  a large  number  of  the  ene- 
my making  their  escape.  This  may,  perhaps,  ac- 
count for  the  misrepresentation.  I hope  that  no  per- 
son will  undertake  to  disgrace  such  brave  men  as  ours 
appeared  to  be  on  that  occasion,  with  imputations 
of  such  base  and  savage  conduct,  as  I am  certain 
colonel  Lyman  acted  with  all  the  bravery,  skill  and 
magnanimity  of  an  experienced  veteran. 

By  order  of  Samuel  Strong,  gen.  of  Vermont 
Volunteers.  It.  I).  HOPKINS,  A.  I).  C. 

Burlington , Sept.  15. 


in  which  one  ofa  letter  to  a friend,  written  shortly  after  that. 

affair.  It  is  a very  imperfect  account  written 
in  a hurry  amidst  the  bustle  of  a camp,  but 
contains  most  of  the  facts.  My  name  is.  en- 
closed, which  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  pub- 
lic, if  any  respectable  person  should  deny  the 
truth  of  the  following  statement. 

A Citizen  of  Maryland. 

“I  passed  through  Chaptico  shortly  after 
the  enemy  left  it,  and  I am  sorry  to  say  that 
their  conduct  would  have  disgraced  Cannibals; 
the  house  was  torn  to  pieces,  the  well  which 
afforded  water  for  the  inhabitants  was  filled 
up,  and;  what  is  still  worse,  the  church  and 
the  ashes  of  the  dead  shared  an  equally  bad 
or  worse  fete.  YV  ill  you  believe  me,  when  I 
tell  you,  that  the  sunken  graves  were  convert- 
ed into  barbacue  holes!  The  remaining  glass 
of  the  church  windows  broken,  the  communi- 
on table  used  as  a dinner  table  and  then  bro- 
ken to  pieces ! Bad  as  the  above  may  ap- 


BRUTALITY  OF  THE  ENEMY. 

Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton — Having  seen 
the  following  publication  in  the  Alexandria 
Herald,  of  the  19th  October  with  horror,  as 
capping  the  climax  of  atrocity — 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Herald.  Gentlemen,  I 
have  no  recollection  of  having  seen  any  ac- 
count of  the  conduct  of  the  enemy  at  Chaptico 
published  in  any  of  the  public  prints;  you  are 
at  liberty  to  publish  the  following  extract  of 


pear,  it  dwindles  into  insignificance,  when 
compared  with  what  follows:  the  vault  was 
entered  and  the  remains  of  the  dead  disturbed. 

Y es,  my  friend,  the  winding  sheet  was  torn 
from  the  body  of  a lady  of  the  first  respecta- 
bility, and  the  whole  contents  of  the  vault  en~ 
tirely  deranged  ! The  above  facts  were  wit- 
nessed by  hundreds  as  well  as  myself,  and  I 
am  happy  to  say,  that  but  one  sentiment  per- 
vaded our  army  ” 

I immediately  shewed  it  to  general  Philip 
Stewart,  lately  commanding  the  American 
troops  at  that  place,  who  read  and  declared  it 
strictly  true;  that  Cockburn  was  at  the  head 
of  it;  that  they  also  destroyed  the  organs:  that 
judge  Key’s  lady  who  had  been  last  put  into, 
the  vault  was  the  person  alluded  to,  l hat  her 
winding  sheet  was  torn  in  pieces,  and  her  per- 
son wantonly  exposed;  and  that  his  men  were 
exasperated  to  desparation  by  his  conduct. 
You  will  publish  this.  Yours,  &lc. 

ROBERT  WRIGHT. 

October  19, 1814. 

N.  B.  I hope  every  American  printer  will 
also  publish  it.  It.  W. 

WORSE  AND  WORSE. 

The  Boston  Patriot  noticing  this  brutal  transaction, 
adds— 

“The  above  facts,  detailed  by  governor  Wright , 
were  confirmed  by  general  Bhilip  Stewart , who  lately 
commander  the  American  troops  at  that  place;  who 
declared  the  statement  to  be  every  way  correct.  But 
this,  horrible  as  it  was,  was  nothing  to  what  follow- 
ed. We  are  authorized  to  state , that  general  Stewart 
informed  a member  of  the  senate  of  the  United  Slates, 

that  the  BRITISH  OFFICERS  STRIPPED  YOUNG  LADIES  EN- 
TIRELY naked,  and  obliged  them  to  stand  before  them 
in  that  condition  for  an  hour  and  an  half ; when  they , 
the  British  officers,  at  length  permitted  these  distressed 
females  again  to  clothe  themselves  /” 

FURTHER ! 

The  general  fact  stated  in  the  following  is  abun- 
dantly confirmed  by  captain  Campbeil’s  letter  to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  inserted  below. 

A letter  from  the  southward  says,  the  British  are 
as  savage  in  their  warfare  now,  as  in  the  days  of  ou 


NILES*  WEEKLY  REGISTER— NEW  MILITARY  FORCE. 


revolution:  it  is  tlieir  character  in  all  their  wars; 
cruel  in  victory,  and  fawningly  supple  when  they  are 
conquered.  The  fate  of  sailing-master  I’aine  is  illus- 
trative of  this  fact.  A grape  shot  passed  through  his 
thigh,  and  he  fell— he  had  discharged  his  cannon  and 
small  arms  with  good  effect;  was  boarded,  and  cheer- 
ed his  men  as  he  lay— was  stabbed  by  a pike — cried 
out  for  quarters,  and  afterwards  received  two  deep 
wounds  on  the  back  of  his  head  and  neck  by  a cutlass, 
supposed  to  be  mortal.  Several  of  the  enemy  were 
counted,  dead  in  one  barge.  Paine  was  carried  off; 
and  the  other  wounded  and  sick  were  left  on  a sand  l 
bank,  dry  at  low  water  in  the  midst  of  the  sound,  j 
surrounded  by  18  feet  water,  without  a boat,  in  order 
that  they  might  perish  by  flow  of  tide,  when  it  was 
equally  convenient  to  have  landed  them  at  Cumber- 
land High-point,  or  on  little  Cumberland  beach — 
the  sand  bank  lies  about  midway  bettyeen  ! ! ! Such 
is  “ the  Bulwark  of  our  Religion.’* 

There  are  letters  in  town  which  state  that  sailing- 
master  Paine  expired  about  15  minutes  after  the  ac- 
tion. £(5(1X1.  Led. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  corn.  Campbell , to  the  secretary  of 
the  navy,  dated 

St.  Mary’s,  October  8th,  1814. 
Sir — I have  the  misfortune  to  inform  you  of  the 
loss  of  gun  vessel,  No.  160,  commanded  by  Thomas 
Paine,  jr.  sailing  master.  He  was  from  from  Savan- 
nah with  convoy,  and  about  eight  leagues  from  this 
place  when  taken.  The  enemy  had  ten  boats  o& 
different  descriptions,  and  a sloop  fitted  out  as  a ten- 
der full  of  men.  They  were  manned  from  the  frigate 
Lacedemonian,  and  other  vessels,  names  unknown, 
having  on  board  about  200  men.  They  entered  St. 
Andrew’s  Sound  on  the  night  of  the  5th  inst.  came 
up  with  the  gun  boat  about  3 o’clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  6th,  and  carried  her  by  boarding,  after  a dis- 
tant cannonade,  and  a discharge  of  musketry  for  20 
minutes.  Four  of  the  convoy  were  likewise  taken, 
two  of  which  they  destroyed,  in  consequence  of  their 
running  on  shore.  Mr.  Paine  had  but  30  souls  on 
board,  of  which  16  only  were  fit  for  duty,  the  residue 
on  the  sick  list.  The  enemy  landed  all  the  sick  and 
wounded  except  Mr.  Paine,  16  in  number,  on  a sand 
bank  near  the  bar  of  St.  Andrew’s  Sound,  a situation 
from  which  they  could  not  extricate  themselves,  but 
at  the  risk  of  their  lives,  and  one  of  them  was  drown- 
ed in  the  attempt ; those  that  could  not  swim  were 
obliged  to  remain  on  the  bank,  and  must  have 
drowned  had  not  timely  relief  been  given  them  by  a 
few  inhabitants  formerly  of  this  place,  who  had  late- 
ly settled  on  Cumberland,  who  took  them  off  at  the 
moment,  when  a few  minutes  would -have  terminat- 
ed their  existence.  They  all  declare  that  they  could 
have  survived  but  a few  moments  longer.  Eleven 
of  these  unfortunate  men  have  arrived  at  this  place  ; 
by  their  statement  of  the  action  I have  reason  to 
believe  that  every  man  did  his  duty  on  board  the 
gun  boat,  yet  strange  to  tell,  we  had  but  3 men 
wounded,  Mr.  Paine  included,  who  fell  early  in  the 
action.  The  enemy’s  loss,  as  far  as  lean  learn  is 
about  twenty  killed  and  wounded,  of  the  latter  a 
lieutenant  with  the  loss  of  his  arm,  and  two  mid- 
shipmen with  the  loss  of  a hand  each.  The  enemy 
was  in  sight  yesterday.  Their  orders  are  1 under- 
stand to  destroy  the  inland  trade  between  this  place 
and  Savannah. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  grea.t  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

HUGH  G.  CAMPBELL. 

Hon.  JVm.  Jones , secretary  of  the  navy. 

'J'o  the  Editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer. 
Among  the  deeds  of  Vandalism  committed 
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during  the  late  invasion  of  the  city,  by  the 
enemy,  I know  of  none  more  base  and  wanton 
than  the  mutilation  of  the  monument  at  the 
navy  yard. 

This  elegant  monument  of  the  liberality 
and  gallantry  of  our  naval  heroes,  has  been 
shamefully  defaced  by  the  hand  of  some  bar- 
barian. On  the  base  the  genius  of  America 
is  represented  by  a female  liguve  pointing  U> 
an  inscription  and  raising  a view  of  the  battle 
before  Tripoli,  instructing  her  children  who 
are  standing  beside  her — the  pointing  finger 
and  thumb  have  been  cut  off.  History,  a fe- 
male figure,  who  is  represented  as  recording 
the  event,  has  been  robbed  of  her  pen — and  a 
figure  of  fame,  who  is  represented  as  descend- 
ing in  a cloud  covering  the  deeds  of  her  sons 
with  the  palm  and  crown  of  glory,  has  been 
robbed  of  the  palm  at  the  expense  of  the  hand 
that  held  it.  From  every  enquiry  it  is  possi- 
ble to  make,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  but 
that  it  was  the  deliberate  act  of  some  of  the 
British  officers,  as  several  of  them  were  seen 
to  be  on  the  base  of  the  monument,  by  the 
neighbors  around  the  yard. 

The  deed  itself  appears  to  have  some  allu- 
sion to  the  time  when  it  was  perpetrated;  but 
poor  indeed  must  have  been  the  inspiration  of 
the  poet  not  to  have  foreseen,  in  the  victories 
of  M’Donough,  Warringtonand  Blakely, how 
soon  history  might  resume  her  employment, 
and  fame  cover  our  heroes  with,  I trust,  an 
imperishable  palm  of  victory. 

AN  OBSERVER. 


New  Military  Force. 

Department  of  war,  October  17. 

Sin— -The  great  importance  of  the  subject,  and  the 
other  duties  of  the  Department,  which  could  not  fail 
jto  be  very  sensibly  felt,  at  so  interesting  a period,  by 
j a person  who  had  just  taken  charge  of  it,  are  my  apo- 
logy for  not  answering  your  letter  of  the  24ih  of  Sep- 
tember at  an  earlier  day,  on  the  defects  of  the  pre- 
sent military  establishment. 

Due  consideration  has  been  bestowed  on  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  that  letter,  and  I have  now  the  honor 
to  submit  to  the  committee  the  following  report: 

1.  That  the  present  military  establishment,  amount- 
j ing  to  62,448  men,  be  preserved  and  made  complete, 

| and  that  the  most  efficient  means  authorised  by  the 
constitution  and  consistent  with  the  general  rights 
of  our  fellow-citizens  be  adopted,  to  fill  the  ranks, 
and  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

2.  That  a permanent  force  consisting  of  at  least 
40,000  men  in  addition  to  the  present  military  esta- 
blishment be  raised  for  the  defence  of  our  cities  and 
frontiers,  under  an  engagement  by  the  executive  with 
such  corps  that  it  shall  be  employed  in  that  service 
within  certain  specified  limits,  and  that  a propor- 
tional augmentation  of  general  officers  of  each  grade, 
and  other  staff  be  provided  for. 

3.  That  the  corps  of  engineers  be  enlarged. 

4.  That  the  ordnance  department  be  amended. 

Respecting  the  enlargemen  t of  the  corps  of  engi- 
neers, I shall  submit  hereafter  a more  detailed  com- 
munication. 

I For  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  ordnance  de-- 
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partment,  I submit  a report  from  the  senior  offi^ 
cer  of  that  department  hi  this  city,  which  is  ap- 
proved. 

I shall  be  ready  and  happy  to  communicate  such 
further  remarks  and  details  on  these  subjects  as  the 
committee  may  desire,  mid  shall  request  permission 
to  suggest  hereafter  the  result  of  further  attention 
to,  and  reflection  on,  our  military  establishment  ge- 
nerally, should  any  thing  occur  which  may  be  deem- 
ed worthy  its  attention. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JAS.  MONROE. 

Honorable  G.  JM.  Troup,  chairman,  military  committee, 
house  of  representatives. 

EXPtiAff ATOHY  OBSEUTATTOXS. 

Accompanying1  the  letter  from  the  secretary  of  i oar  to 
the  chairman  of  the  military  committee  of  the  house 
of  representatives. 

In  providing  a force  necessary  to  bring  this  war 
to  a happy  termination,  the  nature  of  the  Crisis  in 
which  we  are  involved,  and  the  extent  of  its  dangers, 
claim  particular  attention.  If  the  means  are  not 
fully  adequate  to  the  end,  discomfiture  must  inevita- 
bly ensue. 

It  may  be  fairly  presumed,  that  it  is  the  object  of 
the  British  government,  by  striking  at  the  principal 
sources  of  our  prosperity, to  diminish  the  importance, 
if  not  to  destroy  the  political  existence  of  the  United 
States.  If  any'  doubt  remained  on  this  subject,  it 
has  been  completely  removed  by  the  despatches 
from  our  ministers  at  Ghent,  which  were  lately  laid 
before  congress. 

A nation  contending  for  its  existence  against  an 
enemy  powerful  by  land  and  sea,  favored  in  a peculiar 
manner  by  extraordinary  events,  must  make  great 
sacrifices.  Forced  to  contend  again  for  our  liberties 
and  independence,  we  are  called  on  for  a display  of 
all  the  patriotism,  which  distinguished  our  fellow- 
citizens  in  the  first  great  struggle.  It  may  be  fairly 
concluded,  that  if  the  United  States  sacrifice  any 
right,  or  make  any  dishonorable  consession  to  the 
demands  of  the  British  government,  the  spirit  of  the 
nation  will  be  broken,  and  the  foundations  of  their 
union  and  independence  shaken.  The  United  Stales 
must  relinquish  no  right,  or  perish  in  the  struggle. 
There  is  no  intermediate  ground  to  rest  on.  A con- 
cession on  one  point,  leads  directly  to  the  surrender 
of  every  other.  The  result  of  the  contest  cannot  be 
doubtful.  The  highest  confidence  is  entertained 
that  the  stronger  the  pressure,  and  the  greater  the 
danger,  the  more  firm  and  vigorous  will  be  the  re- 
sistance, and  the  more  successful  and  glorious  the  re- 
sult. 

It  is  the  avowed  purpose  of  the  enemy  tolay  waste 
and  destroy  our  cities  and  villages,  and  to  desolate 
our  coast,  of  which  examples  have  already  been  af- 
forded. It  is  evidently  his  intention  to  press  the  war 
along  the  whole  extent  of  our  seaboard,  in  the  hope 
of  exhausting  equally  the  spirit  of  the  people,  and 
the  national  resources.  There  is  also  reason  to  pre- 
sume, that  it  is  the  intention  to  press  the  war  from 
Canada  on  the  adjoining  states,  while  attempts  are 
made  on  the  city  of  New-York,  and  other  important 
points,  with  a view  to  the  vain  project  of  dismem- 
berment or  subjugation.  It  may  be  inferred  likewise 
to  be  a part  of  the  scheme,  to  continue  to  invade  this 
part  of  the  union,  while  a separate  force  attacks  the 
state  of  Louisiana,  in  the  hope  of  taking  possession 
of  the  city  of  New-Orleans,  and  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi,  that  great  inlet  and  key  to  the  commerce 
of  all  that  portion  of  the  United  States  lying  west- 
ward of  the  Alleghany  mountains.  The  peace  in 
Europe  having  given  to  the  enemy  a large  disposa- 
ble force,  has  essentially  favored  these  objects. 

Tbe  advantage  which  a great  naval  superiority 
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gives  to  tiie  enemy,  by  enabling  him  to  move  troops 
from  one  quarter  to  another,  from  Maine  to  Missis- 
sippi, a coast  of  two  thousand  miles  extent,  is  very 
considerable.  Even  a small  force  moved  in  this 
manner  for  the  purposes  avowed  by  ihe  British  com- 
manders, cannot  fail  to  be  sensibly  felt,  more  especi- 
ally by  those  who  are  most  exposed  to  it.  It  is  ob- 
vious, if  the  militia  are  to  be  relied  on  principally  for 
the  defence  of  our  cities  and  coasts  against  their  pre- 
datory and  desolating  incursions,  wherever  they  may 
be  made,  that  by  interfering  with  their  ordinary  pur- 
suits of  industry,  it  must  be  attended  with  serious  in- 
terruption and  loss  to  them,  and  injury  to  the  public, 
while  it  greatly  increases  the  expense.  It  is  an  <>b» 
ject,  therefore,  of  the  highest  importance,  to  provide 
a regular  force,  with  the  means  of  transporting  it  from 
one  quarter  to  another  along  ottr  coast,  thereby  fol- 
lowing the  movements  of  the  enemy  with  the  great- 
est possible  rapidity,  and  repelling  the  attack  wher- 
ever it  may  be  made.  These  remarks  are  equally 
true  ae  to  the  militia  service  generally  under  the  pre- 
sent organization  of  the  militia,  and  the  short  terms 
of  service  prescribed  by  law.  It  may  be  stated 
with  confidence,  that  at  least  three  limes  the  force  in 
militia  has  been  employed  at  our  principal  ciries 
along  the  coast,  and  on  the  frontier,  in  marching 
to  and  returning  thence,  that  would  have  been  ne- 
cessary in  reguiar  troops;  and  that  tbe  expense  at- 
tending it  has  been  more  than  proportionablv  aug- 
mented, from  the  difficulty,  if  not  the  impossibility, 
Preserving  the  same  degree  of  system  in  the 
militia  as  in  the  regular  service. 

But  it  will  not  be  sufficient  to  repel  these  pre- 
datory and  desolating  incursions.  To  bring  the 
war  to  an  honorable  termination,  we  must  not  be 
contented  with  defending  ourselves.  Different  feel- 
ings must  be  touched,  and  apprehensions  excited  in 
the  British  government.  By  pushing  the  war  into 
Canada,  we  secure  the  friendship  of  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  command  their  services,  otherwise  to  be  turned 
by  the  enemy  against  us;  we  relieve  the  coast  from 
the  desolation  which  is  intended  for  it,  and  we  keep 
in  pur  hands  a safe  pledge  for  an  honorable  peace. 

If  follows,  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  that  it  will 
be  necessary  to  bring  into  the  field  next  campaign, 
not  less  than  100,000  regular  troops.  Such  a force, 
aided,  >n  extraordinary  emergencies,  by  volunteers 
and  militia,  will  place  us  above  ail  inquietude  as  to 
the  final  result  of  this  contest.  It  vvih  fix,  on  a solid 
and  imperishable  foundation,  our  union  and  indepen- 
dence; on  which  thu  liberties  and  happiness  of  our 
fellow-citizens  so  essentially  depend.  It  will  secure 
to  the  United  States  an  early  and  advantageous  peace. 

It  will  arrest,  in  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war, 
the  desolation  of  our  cities  and  our  coast,  by  enabling 
us  to  retort  on  the  enemy  those  calamities  which  our 
citizens  have  been  already  doomed  to  suffer,  a resort 
which  self-defence  alone,  and  a sacred  regard  for  the 
the  rights  and  honor  of  the  nation,  could  induce  the 
United  States  to  adopt. 

The  return  of  the  regular  force  now  in  service, 
laid  before  you,  will  shew  how  many  men  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  fill  the  present  corps;  and  the  return  of  the 
numerical  force  of  the  present  military  establishment, 
will  shew  how  many  are  required  to  complete  it  to 
the  number  proposed.  The  next  and  most  impor- 
tant inquiry  is,  how  shall  these  men  be  raised?  Un- 
der existing  circumstances,  it  is  evident  that  the 
most  prompt  and  efficient  mode  that  cah  be  devised, 
consistent  with  the  equal  rights  of  every  citizen, 
ought  to  be  adopted.  The  following  plans  are  res- 
pectfully submitted  to  1 lie  consideration  of  the  com- 
mittee. Being  distinct  in  their  nature,  I will  present 
each  separately,  with  the  considerations  applicable 
to  it. 
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FIRST  PLAN. 

t.*t  the  free  mule  population  of  the  United  States, 
between  18  and  45  years,  be  formed  into  classes  of 
100  men  each,  and  iet  each  class  furnish  men 

for  the  war,  within  30  days  after  the  classification, 
and  replace  them  in  the  event  ot  casualty. 

The  classification  to  be  formed  with  a view  to 
the  equal  distribution  of  property  among  the  sever- 
al classes. 

If  any  class  fails  to  provide  the  men  required  of  it, 
within  the  time  specified,  they  shall  bf>  raised  by  | 
draft  on  the  whole  class:  any  person  thus  drafted 
being  allowed  to  furnish  a substitute. 

The  present  bounty  in  land  to  be  allowed  to  each  ! 
recruit,  and  the  present  bounty  in  money,  which  js  j 
paid  to  each  recruit  by  the  United  States,  to  be  paid 
to  each  draft  by  all  the  inhabitants  worm  the  pre 
cinct  of  the  class,  within  which  the  i raft  may  be 
made,  equally,  according  to  the  value  of  the  ] • - ; 
perty  which  they  may  respectively  possess;  ami  ii‘j 
such  bounty  be  not  paid  within  days,  the  same  j 

to  be  levied  on  all  the  taxable  proper!)'  of  the  said  J 
Inhabitants.  And  in  like  manner,  the  bounty,  what-  j 
ever  it  may  be,  which  wiav  be  employed  in  raising  a ! 
recruit,  to  avoid  a draft,  to  be  assessed  on  the  taxa- 
ble property  of  the  whole  precinct. 

The  recruits  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  recruiting 
officer  in  each  district,  to  be  marched  to  such  places 
of  general  rendezvous  as  may  be  designated  by  the 
department  of  war. 

That  this  plan  will  be  efficient,  cannot  be  doubted. 
It  is  evident,  that  the  men  contemplated  may  soon 
be  raised  by  it.  Three  modes  occur,  by  which  it 
may  be  carried  into  effect.  1st.  By  placing  the  ex 
ecution  of  it  in  the  hands  of  the  county  courts 
throughout  the  United  States.  2d.  By  relying  on 
the  militia  officers  in  each  county.  3d.  By  appoint- 
ing particular  persons  in  each  county  for  that  pur- 
pose. It  is  believed  that  either  of  these  modes 
would  be  found  adequate. 

Nor  does  there  appear  to  be  any  well  founded  ob- 
jection to  the  right  in  congress  to  adopt  this  plan,  or 
to  its  equality  in  its  application  to  our  fellow-citi- 
zens individually.  Congress  have  a right,  by  the 
constitution,  to  raise  regular  armies,  and  no  restraint 
is  imposed  in  the  exercise  of  it,  except  in  the  pro- 
visoes which  are  intended  to  guard  generally  against 
the  abuse  of  power,  with  none  of  which  does  this 
plan  interfere.  It  is  proposed,  that  it  shall  operate 
on  all  (like,  that  none  shall  be  exempted  from  it  ex- 
cept the  chief  magistrate  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  governors  of  the  several  states. 

It  would  be  absurd  to  suppose  that  congress  could 
not  carry  this  power  into  effect,  otherwise  than  by 
accepting  the  voluntary  service  of  individuals.  It 
might  happen  that  an  army  could  not  be  raised  in 
that  mode,  whence  the  power  would  have  been  grant- 
ed in  vain.  The  safety  of  the  state  might  depend 
on  such  an  army.  Long  continued  invasions  con- 
ducted by  regular  well  disciplined  troops,  can  best 
be  repelled  by  troops  kept  constantly  in  the  field,  and 
equally  well  disciplined.  Courage  in  an  army  is  in 
a great  measure  mechanical.  A small  body  well 
trained,  accustomed  to  action,  gallantly  led  on,  of- 
ten breaks  three  or  four  times  the  number  of  more 
respectable  and  more  brave,  but  raw  and  undisci- 
plined troops.  The  sense  of  danger  is  diminished 
by  frequent  exposure  to  it  Without  harm  ; and  confi- 
dence, even  in  the  timid,  is  inspired  by  a knowledge 
that  reliance  may  be  placed  on  others,  which  can 
grow  up  only  by  service  together.  The  grant  to 
congress  to  raise  armies  was  made  with  a knowledge 
of  all  these  circumstances,  and  with  the  intention 
that  it  should  take  effect.  The  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  the  stales  who  ratified  it,  knew  tbe 


advantage  which  an  enemy  might  have  over  us,  by 
regular  forces,  and  intended  to  place  their  country 
on  an  equal  footing. 

The  idea  that  the  United  States  cannot  raise  a re- 
gular army  in  any  other  mode  than  by  accepting  the 
voluntary  service  of  individuals,  is  believed  to  be 
repugnant  to  the  uniform  construction  of  all  grants 
of  power,  and  equally  so  to  the  first  principles  an  i 
lc  'ling  objects  of  the  federal  compact.  An  unqua- 
lified grant  of  power  gives  the  means  necessary  to 
carry  it  into  effect.  This  is  an  universal  maxim 
which  admits  of  no  exception.  Equally  true  is  it 
that  the  conservation  of  the  state  is  a duty  para- 
mount to  all  others.  The  commonwealth  has  a right 
to  the  service  of  all  its  citizens,  or  rather,  the  citi- 
zens composing  the  commonwealth  have  a right 
collectively  and  individually  to  the  service  of  each 
other,  to  repel  any  danger  which  may  be  menaced. 
The  manner  in  which  the  service  is  to  be  apportioned 
■rnong  the  citizens,  and  rendered  bv  them,  are 
objects  of  legislation.  All  that  is  to  be  dreaded  in 
such  case,  is  the  abuse  of  power,  and  happily  our 
constitution  has  provided  ample  security  against 
that  evil. 

In  support  of  this  right  in  congress,  the  militia 
service  affords  a conclusive  proof  and  striking  ex- 
ample. The  organization  of  the  militia  is  an  act  of 
public  au-hority,  not  a voluntary  association.  The 
service  required  must  be  performed  bv  all,  under 
penalties  which  delinquents:  pay.  The  generous  and 
patriotic  perform  them  cheerfully.-  In  the  alacrity 
with  which  the  call  of  the  government  has  been 
obeyed,  and  the  cheerfulness  with  which  the  service 
has  been  performed  throughout  the  United  States  by 
the  great  body  of  the  militia,  there  is  abundant 
cause  to  rejoice  in  the  strength  of  our  republican 
institutions,  and  in  the  virtue  of  the  people. 

Tiie  plan  proposed  is  not  more  compulsive  than 
the  militia  service,  while  it  is  tree  from  most  of  the 
objections  to  it.  The  militia  service  calls  from  home 
for  long  terms  whole  districts  of  country.  None  can 
elude  the  call.  Few  can  avoid  the  service,  and  those 
who  do  are  compelled  to  pay  great  sums  for  substi- 
tutes. This  plan  fixes  on  no  one  personally,  and  opens 
to  all  who  chuse  it  a chance  of  declining  the  service, 
i It  is  a principal  object  of  this  plan  to  engage  hi  the 
[defence  of  the  state  the  unmarried  and  youthful, 
who  can  best  defend  it  and  best  be  spared,  and  to 
secure  to  those  who  render  this  important  service, 
an  adequate  compensation  from  the  voluntary  con- 
tribution of  the  more  wealthy  in  every  class.  Great 
(confidence  is  entertained  that  such  contribution  will 
j be  made  in  time  to  avoid  a draft.  Indeed  it  is  be- 
i iieved  to  be  the  necessary  and  inevitable  tendency  of 
j this  plan  to  produce  that  effect. 

I The  limited  power  which  the  United  States  have 
1 in  organizing  the  militia  may  be  urged  as  an  argu- 
ment against  their  right  to  raise  regular  troops  in 
(the  mode  proposed.  If  any  argument  could  be  drawn 
[from  that  circumstance,  I should  suppose  that  it 
j would  be  in  favor  of  an  opposite  conclusion.  The 
j power  of  the  United  States  over  tbe  militia  has  been 
! limited,  and  that  for  raising  regular  armies  granted 
1 without  limitation.  There  was,  doubtless,  some  ob- 
ject in  this  arrangement.  The  fair  inference  seems 
j to  be,  that  it  was  made  on  great  consideration;  that 
| the  limitation  in  the  first  instance  was  intentional, 
(the  consequence  of  the  unqualified  grant  of  the 
second. 

| But  it  is  said  that  by  drawing  the  men  from  the 
I militia  service  into  the  regular  army,  ana  putting 
them  under  regular  officers,  you  violate  a principle 
of  the  constitution  which  provides  that  the  militia 
shall  be  commanded  by  their  own  officers.  If  this 
was  the  fact  the  conclusion  would  follow.  But  it  is 
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not  the  fact.  The  men  are  not  drawn  from  the  militia, 
but  from  the  population  of  the  country:  when  they 
enlist  voluntarily,  it  is  not  as  militia  men  that  they 
act,  but  as  citizens.  If  they  are  drafted  it  must  be  in 
the  same  sense.  In  both  instances  they  are  enrolled 
in  the  militia  corps,  but  that,  as  is  presumed,  cannot 
prevent  the  voluntary  act  in  one  instance,  or  the 
compulsive  in  the  other.  The  whole  population  of 
the  United  States  within  certain  ages  belong  to 
these  corps.  If  the  United  States  could  not  form  re- 
gular armies  from  them  they  could  raise  none. 

In  proposing  a draft  as  one  of  the  modes  of  raising 
men  in  case  of  actual  necessity,  in  the  present  great 
emergency  of  the  country,  I have  thought  it  my  duty 
to  examine  such  objections  to  it  as  occurred,  parti- 
cularly those  of  a constitutional  nature.  It  is  from 
my  sacred  regard  for  the  principles  of  our  constitu- 
tion that  I have  ventured  to  trouble  the  committee 
with  any  remarks  on  this  part  of  the  subject 


should  be  made  to  those  who  relieve  others  from 
the  burthen:  one  hundred  acres  of  land  and  fifty  dol- 
lars to  each  recruit  will,  it  is  presumed,  be  deemed, 
sufficient. 

It  is  proposed  that  this  additional  force  shall  form* 
a part  of  any  plan  that  may  be  adopted. 

SECOND  PLAN. 

This  plan  consists  of  a classification  of  the  mill-  - 
tia,  and  the  extension  of  their  terms  of  service. 

Let  the  whole  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States 
be  divided  into  the  following  classes,  viz  : 

All  free  male  persons  capable  of  service,  between 
the  ages  of  18  and  25,  into  one  class  : all  those  be- 
tween the  ages  of  25  and  32  into  another  class,  and 
those  between  32  and  45  into  a third  class; 

It  is  proposed  also  that  the  president  shall  have 
power  to  call  into  the  service  any  portion  of  either 
of  these  classes  which  in  his  judgment  the  exigen- 
cies of  the.  country  may  require,  to  remain  in  service 


Should  it  appear  that  this  mode  of  raising  recruits  | two  years,  from  the  time  each  corps  shall  be  as 


Was  justly  objectionable  on  account  of  the  tax  on 
property,  from  difficulties  which  may  be  apprehend- 
ed in  the  execution,  or  from  other  causes,  it  may  be 
advisable  to  decline  the  tax,  and  for  the  government 
to  pay  the  whole  bounty. 

In  this  case  it  is  proposed  that,  in  lieu  of  the  pre- 
sent bounty,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  be  allowed  to 
each  recruit  or  draft  at  the  time  of  his  engagement, 
and  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  addition  to  the 
present  bounty  in  land,  for  every  year  that  the  war 
may  continue. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  with  mathematical  accu- 
racy the  number  which  will  be  raised  bv  the  ratio  of 
4 to  100  or  1 to  25,  nor  is  it  necessary.  It  is  probable 
that  it  will  be  rather  more  than  sufficient  to  fill  the 
present  corps.  The  extra  number,  in  that  case,  may 
form  a part  of  the  local  force  in  contemplation,  a 
power  to  that  effect  ^>eing  given  to  the  president. 

No  radical  change  in  the  present  military  establish- 
ment is  proposed.  Should  any  modification  be  found 
necessary,  on  further  consideration,  it  will  form  the 
subject  of  a separate  communication.  It  is  thought 
advisable  in  general  to  preserve  the  corps  in  their 
present  form,  and  to  fill  them  with  new  recruits  in 
the  manner  stated.  All  these  corps  have  already  seen 
service,  and  many  of  them  acquired  in  active  scenes 
much  experience  and  useful  knowledge.  By  pre- 
serving them  in  their  present  form  and  under  their 
present  officers,  and  filling  them  with  new  recruits, 
the  improvement  of  the  latter  will  be  rapid.  In  two 
or  three  months  it  will  be  difficult  to  distinguish 
between  the  new  and  old  levies. 

The  additional  force  to  be  provided  amounts  to 
40,000  men.  Of  this  it  is  proposed  that  local  corps 
be  raised,  to  consist  partly  of  infantry,  partly  of 
mounted  men  and  partly  of  artillery.  There  is  reason 
to  believe  that  such  corps  may  be  raised  in  the  prin- 
cipal cities,  and  even  on  the  frontier,  to  serve  for  the 
war,  under  aw  engagement  as  to  the  limit  beyond 
which  they  should  not  be  carried.  Every  able  bodied 
citizen  is  willing  and  ready  to  fight  for  his  home, 
his  family  and  his  country,  when  invaded.  Of  this 
we  have  seen,  in  the  present  year,  the  most  honora- 
ble and  gratifying  proofs.  It  does  not  suit  all,  how- 
ever, to  go  great  distances  from  home.  This  gene- 
rous and  patriotic  spirit  may  be  taken  advantage  of, 
under  proper  arrangements,  with  the  happiest  effects 
to  the  country,  and  without  essential  inconvenience 
to  the  parties. 

The  officers  who  may  be  appointed  to  command 
these  corps,  should  be  charged  with  recruiting 
them.  Local  defence  being  their  sole  object,  it  may 


sewnbied  at  the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous. 

It  is  believed  that  a shorter  term  than  two  years 
would  not  give  to  these  corps  the  efficiency  in  milita- 
ry operations  that  is  desired,  and  deemed  indispen- 
sable, nor  avoid  the  evils  that  are  so  sensibly  felt, 
and  generally  complained  of,  under  the  present  ar- 
rangement. It  requires  two  campaigns  to  make  a 
complete  soldier,  especially  where  the  corps,  officers 
and  rneu  are  alike  raw  and  inexperienced.  In  the 
interim,  the  numbers  must  be  multiplied  to  supply 
the  defect  of  discipline.  And  it  requires  the  exten- 
sion of  the  term  of  service,  to  avoid  the  additional 
proportional  augmentation  of  having  so  many  in  the 
field  at  the  same  time,  in  marching  to  the  frontier 
and  returning  from  it.  The  inconvenience  to  th^ 
parties,  and  loss  to  the  community  in  other  respects, 
need  not  be  repeated.  It  is  proper  to  add  only,  that 
if  substitutes  are  allowed  in  the  service  it  must  put 
an  end  to  the  recruiting  of  men  for  the  regular  ar- 
my, especially  the  old  corps.  Of  the  justice  of  this  re- 
mark what  has  occurred  in  the  present  year  has  fur- 
nished full  proof.  It  follows  that  if  this  plan  is 
adopted,  the  militia  must  be  relied  on  principally, if 
not  altogether, in  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war. 

The  additional  force  for  local  service,  amounting 
to  forty  thousand  men,  will  likewise  form  a part,  as 
already  observed,  of  this  plan. 

THIRD  PLAN. 

It  is  proposed  to  exempt  every  five  men  from  mi- 
litia service,  who  shall  find  one  to  serve  for  the  war. 
It  is  probable  that  some  recruits  might  be  raised 
this  mode,  in  most  or  all  the  states.  But  it  is  appre- 
hended that  it  would  prevent  recruiting  in  every 
other  mode,  by  the  high  bounty  which  some  of  the 
wealthy  might  give.  The  consequence  would  pro- 
bably be  very  injurious,  as  it  is  not  believed  that  any 
great  number  could  be  raised  in  this  mode. 

FOURTH  PLAN. 

Should  all  the  preceding  plans  be  found  objec- 
tionable, it  remains  that  the  present  system  of  re- 
cruiting be  adhered  to,  with  an  augmentation  of  the 
bounty  in  land.  Should  this  be  preferred,  it  is  ad- 
vised that  in  addition  to  the  160  acres  of  land  now 
given,  100  be  allowed  annually  for  every  year  while 
the  war  lasts. 

These  plans  are  tlio.ii.ght  more  deserving  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  than  any  that  have  occurred. 
'I’he  first,  for  the  reasons  stated,  is  preferred.  It  is 
believed  that  it  will  be  found  more  efficient  against 
the  enemy,  less  expensive  to  the  public  and  less  bur- 
thensome  on  our  fellow-citizens. 

It  has  likewise  the  venerable  sanction  of  our  revo- 
lution. In  that  great  struggle  resort  was  had  to  this 


be  presumed  that  the  corps  will  soon  be  raised, 
triotism  alone  will  furnish  a very  powerful  motive,  j expedient  for  filling  the  ranks  of  our  regular  army. 
It  seems  reasonable,  however,  that  some  recompencejtfnd  with  decisive  effect. 
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It  is  not  ir.tsmlad  by  these  remarks,  should  the 
first  plan  be  adopted,  to  dispense  altogether  wi 
the  service  of  the  militia.  Although  the  prtacipa 
burthen  of  the  war  may  thereby.be  taken  from  me 
militia,  reliance  must  still  be  placed  on  them  lor  im 
porlant  aids,  especially  incases  of  sudden  invasion. 
For  this  purpose  it  will  still  be  advisable  that  the 
men  be  classed  according  to  age,  and  that  their  term 
of  service  be  prolonged.  Even  should  this  plan  . e 
attended  with  all  the  advantages  expected  ot  it, 
such  an  arrangement  could  not  fail  to  produce  the 
happiest  effect.  The  proof  which  it  would  afford  ot 
the  impregnable  strength  of  the  country,  ot  the  pa- 
tient virtne  and  invincible  spirit  of  the  people,  would  j 
admonish  the  enemy  how  vain  and  fruitless  liis  inva-‘ 
sions  must  be,  and  might  dispose  him  to  a speedy, 
just  and  honorable  peace.  Ot  the  very  important 
services  already  rendered  by  the  militia,  even  under 
the  present  organization,  too  much  cannot  he  said. 

If  the  United  States  make  the  exertion  which  is 
proposed,  it  is  probable  that  the  contest  will  soon 
be  at  an  end.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  is  in 
their  power  to  expel  the  British  forces  from  this  con- 
tinent, should  the  British  government,  by  persever- 
ing in  its  unjust  demands,  make  that  an  object  with 
tire  American  people.  Against  our  united  and  vigo- 
rous efforts,  the  resistance  of  the  enemy  will  soon 
become  light  and  feeble.  Success  in  every  fair  and 
honorable  claim,  is  within  our  easy  grasp.  And  sure- 
ly the  United  States  have  every  possible  inducement 
to  make  the  effort  necessary  to  secure  it.  I should 
insult  the  understanding  and  wound  the  feelings  of 
the  committee,  if  I touched  on  the  calamities  inci- 
dent to  defeat.  Dangers  which  are  remote  and  can 
never  be  realized,  excite  no  alarm  with  a gallant 
and  generous  people.  But  the  advantages  of  suc- 
cess have  a fair  claim  to  their  deliberate  considera- 
tion. ’Hie  effort  we  have  already  made  has  attract- 
ed the  attention  and  extorted  the  praise  of  other 
nations.  Already  have  most  of  the  absurd  theories 
and  idle  speculations  on  :©ur  system  of  government 
been  refuted,  and  put  down.  We  are  now  felt  and 
respected  as  a power,  and  it  is  the  dread  which  the 
enemy  entertain  of  our  resources  and  growing  im- 
portance, that  has  induced  him  to  push  the  war  a- 
gainst  us,  after  its  professed  objects  had  ceased. 
Success,  hy  discomfiture  of  his  schemes,  and  the  at- 
tainment of  an  honorable  peace,  will  place  the  U. 
States  on  higher  ground,  in  the  opinion  of  the  world, 
than  they  have  held  at  any  former  period.  In  future 
wars,  their  commerce  will  be  permitted  to  take  its 
lawful  range  unmolested.  Their  remonstrances  to 
foreign  governments  will  not  again  be  put  aside,  un- 
heeded. Few  will  be  presented,  because  there  will 
seldom  be  occasion  for  them.  Our  union,  founded 
on  interest  and  affection,  will  have  acquired  new 
strength  by  tire  prpof  it  will  have  afforded,  of  the 
important  advantages  attending  it.  Respected  a- 
broad  and  happy  at  home,  the  United  States  will 
have  accomplished  the  great  objects,  for  which  they 
have  so  long  contended.  Asa  nation  they  will  have 
little  to  dread,  as  a people  little  to  desire. 

Extract  from  Marshall's  life  of  Washington , vol.  4th, 
page  241. 

“In  general  the  assemblies  (of  the  states)  followed 
the  example  of  congress,  and  apportioned  on  the 
several  counties  within  the  state,  the  quota  to  be 
furnished  by  each.  Tills  division  of  the  state  was 
again  to  be  subdivided  into  classes,  and  each  class 
was  to  furnish  a man  by  contributions  or  taxes  im- 
posed on  itself.  In  some  instances  a draft  was  to  be 
used  in  the  last  resort;  in  others,  the  man  was  to  be 
T#nlited  by  persons  appointed  foy  that  purpose,  and 


the  class  to  be  taxed  with  the  sum  givflen  for  his 
bounty.” 

Extract  from  Ramsay's  life  of  Washington , 2d  vol. 
page  246. 

“ When  voluntary  enlistments  fell  short  of  the  pro- 
posed number,  the  deficiencies,  were,  by  the  laws  of 
several  states,  to  be  made  up  by  drafts  or  lots  from 
the  militia.  The  towns  in  New-England  and  the 
counties  in  the  middle  states,  were  respectivelycalled 
on  for  a specified  number  of  men.  Such  was  the 
zeal  of  the  people  of  New-England,  that  neighbors 
would  often  club  together  to  engage  one  of  their 
number  to  go  into  the  army.  Maryland  directed  her 
lieutenants  of  counties  to  class  all  the  property  in 
their  respective  counties  into  as  many  equal  classes 
as  there  were  men  wanted,  and  each  class  was  by  law 
obliged,  within  ten  days  tliereafter,  to  furnish  an  able 
bodied  recruit  during  the  war;  and  in  case  of  their 
neglecting  or  refusing  to  do  so,  the  county  lieute- 
nants were  authorised  to  procure  men  at  their  ex-, 
pense,  at  any  rate  not  exceeding  15  pounds  in  every 
hundred  pounds  worth  of  property  classed  agreeably 
to  law.  Virginia  likewise  classed  her  citizens,  and 
called  upon  the  respective  classes  for  every  fifteenth 
man  for  public  service.  Pennsylvania  concentrated 
the  requisite  power  in  the  president,  Mr-  Reed,  and 
authorised  him  to  draw  forth  the  resources  of  the 
state,  under  certain  limitations,  and  if  necessary  to 
declare  martial  law  over  the  state.  The  execution 
of  these  arrangements,  although  uncommonly  vigor- 
ous, lagged  far  behind.” 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  Oct.  29.  A letter  was  received  from 
the  secretary  of  the  navy  in  reply  to  the  resolve  of 
this  house  of  the  24-th  inst.  stating  that  the  whole 
of  the  official  papers,  books,  trophies,  and  every 
thing  else  belonging  to  that  office,  were  saved  an 
the  late  incursion  of  the  enemy  into  this  city,  and 
dial  all  the  books  and  papers  relating  to  the  office 
of  tlie  accountant  of  that  department  were  saved, 
except  the  papers  relating  to  accounts  settled  and 
transmitted  to  the  treasury  department. 

Mr.  Clopton  introduced  a resolution  requesting  the 
president  to  recommend  a day  of  public  humiliation, 
j fasting  and  prayer.  T wice  read  and  committed. 

} The  house  went  into  committee-  of  the  whole,  on 
j the  bill  to  authorize  a loan.  Mr.  Eppes  moved  to  fill 
j the  blank  for  the  amount  to  be  borrowed,  with  three 
| millions.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  had  recom- 
mended, in  his  letter,  a larger  sum  to  be  borrowed; 
j but  since  that  letter  had  been  written,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  three  of  the  six  millions  of  stock  pro- 
i posed  to  be  sent  to  Europe  for  sale  had  not  yet 
I left  the  country,  and  the  president  had  determined  to 
retain  it.  The  retention  of  this  stock  from  the 
I market  would,  by  so  much  as  its  amount,  reduce  the 
j additional  amount  necessary  to  be  authorised.  It 
(was  therefore  determined  to  ask  only  for  three 
millions  on  this  occasion. 

The  blank  was  filled  accox*dingly. 

The  bill  was  amended  so  as  to  limit  the  interest', 
or  premium  at  8 per  cent.  The  committee  then  rose 
and  reported  the  bill  tp  the  house — the  amount  pro- 
posed to  be  loaned  was  confirmed,  but  the  amendment 
to  limit  the  interest  was  rejected,  as  being  unusual; 
for  the  amendment  51  against  it  9~.  On  this  subject 
there  was  a considerable  range  of  debate.  Other 
amendments  were  proposed,  but  none  approved  of. 
The  simple  bill  to  authorize  a loan  of  three  millions, 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed..  - 
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Mr.  Wilson  of  Massachusetts  offered  tor  conside- 
ration the  following-  resolution  : { 

Resolved,  That*he  committee  of  Ways  and  Means  j 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  suspending  the  collec- 
tion of  the  Direct  Tux  and  Internal  Duties  in  those 
districts  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  which  are  in 
possession  of  the  enemy. 

The  house  agreed,  62  to  47,  now  to  consider  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  Sharp  of  Kentucky  who  had  voted  for  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution,  desired  that  the  gen- 
tleman would  state  his  object. 

Mr.  Wilson,  stated  that  the  enemy  having  posses- 
sion of  Eastport  and  Castine,  thus  possesses  the  com- 
mand of  territory  which  belonged  to  two  collection 
districts;  one  of  the  collectors  of  which  resided  with- 
in the  territory  thus  occupied,  and  the  other  just 
without  it,  although  five-sixths  of  the  territory  at- 
tached to  his  district  was  in  possession  of  the  enemy. 
It  was  the  duty  of  those  collectors,  according  to  law, 
to  proceed  in  the  collection  of  the  duties.  These 
duties,  the  British  governor  Sherbrooke,  as  gentle- 
men had  no  doubt  seen  in  the  public  papers,  had  re- 
quired the  collectors  to  pay  over  to  his  officers  es- 
tablished at  Castine  or  Eastport;  and  with  this  requi- 
sition the  collectors  must  comply,  or  suffer  confisca- 
tion of  their  property;  on  the  other  hand,  they  would 
violate  the  duty  according  to  law,  if  they  did  not 
proceed  in  their  collection.  II®  wished  to  relieve 
them  from  this  disagreeable  alternative,  and  to  put 
it  out  of  the  power  of  the  British  government  to  tax 
the  people  through  the  intervention  of  American  offi- 
cers. 

Mr.  Wright  of  Maryland  said  there  was  nothing  new 
in  this  proposition,  as  precedents  might  be  found  for 
it  in  the  journals  of  the  old  congress.  Whenever  a 
district  was  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  some  provi- 
sion of  this  kind  ought  to  be  interposed  to  relieve 
the  people  as  well  as  the  collectors.  Mr.  Wright, 
was  for  doing  equal  justice  to  all;  for  considering 
the  people  of  ail  parts  of  the  union  as  one  great  fa- 
mily; and,  iu  regard  to  this  question,  he  was  willing 

to  begin  with  Massachusetts,  any  thing  in  her  denun- 
ciations of  the  general  government  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

After  a few  words  of  explanation  from  Mr. 
W ilson — 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  70  to  42. 

Monday,  October  27.  Mr.  Eppes  from  the  com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a bili  for  au- 
thorising the  secretary  of  State,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  present  war  to  give  additional  compensa- 
tion of  masters  of  vessels  for  bringing  home  destitute 
and  distressed  American  seamen  from  abroad;  which 
was  read  and  committed. 

The  bill  to  authorise  a loan  of  3 millions  was 
passed. 

A bill  was  received  from  the  senate  entitled  “An 
act  authorising  the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  built  or  purchased  the  vessels  therein 
described.”  The  bill  provides  for  building  or  pur- 
chase and  employment  of  any  number  not  exceeding 
twenty  vessels,  to  carry  not  less  than  8 or  more  than 
14  guns.’J 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  naval  affairs;  and 

The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday , J\ov.  1. — The  Speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
transmitting  a report  of  the  papers  lost  or  destroyed 
from  the  treasury  in  consequence  of  the  incursion 
of  the  enemy  on  the  24th  day  of  August  last;  where- 
by it  appears  that  no  papers  essential  to  the  adjust- 
ment ol  pending  accounts,  or  of  material  value, 
twei’e  lost  or  destroyed-  1 


Tlie  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bitf 
for  allowing  compensation  to  com.  Barney’s  officers 
and  men,  lor  the  loss  of  their  clothing,  &c. 

Mr.  Pleasants  of  Va.  took  occasion  to  read  the 
following  letter  he  had  received  from  commodore 
Barney  since  this  subject  was  last  under  considera- 
tion: 

Baltimore , Oct- 3 0.  1814. 

Hon.  Mr.  Pleasants, 

Sm — It  waj  not  until  this  morning  that  I saw  a 
short  sketch  ot  #he  debate  on  the  “Flotilla  Bill.”  I 
was  much  surprised  at  what  was  said  on  that  occa- 
sion; for  it  was  well  known  when  orders  were  given 
to  blow  up  tlie  flotilla,  that  the  enemy  were  firing 
upon  them  from  40  barges  with  cannon- and  rockets, 
.and  had  landed  a body  of  marines  at  Pig  Point,  with- 
in a mile  of  the  flotilla.  The  orders  fV  >m  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  to  me,  were  to  keep  the  flotilla  a- 
bove  the  enemy,  and  if  they  attempted  to  march  for 
Washington  to  land  my  men,  leaving  sufficient  to 
destroy  the  flotilla  if  attacked.  On  Sunday  21st  of 
August,  finding  the  enemy  on  the  road  to  the  Wood- 
Yard  direct  for  Washington,  I landed  un wards  of 
four  hundred  men,  leaving  only  eight  men  in  each 
barge  to  take  care  of  them  or  destroy  them  as  the 
case  might  be,  but  by  no  means  to  suffer  them  to  full 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy;  most  of  the  baggage 
and  all  the  bedding  of  the  men  which  were  landed 
was  left  on  board,  not  wishing  to  encumber  my  men 
with  much  baggage.  On  Mon  - rooming  - he  22nd, 
we  joined  the  army  at  the  Wood-Yard,  where  I 
found  the  marine  corps  and  five  pieces  of  he  .vy  ar- 
tillery, which  the  secretary  of  the  navy  had  the  pre- 
caution send  forward  from  W ishington  and  ' d ice 
under  my  command.  I need  no!  relate  our  service* 
afterwards — but  when  the  flot  ii  * was  blown  up,  we, 
and  not  the  enemy  “were  a day’s  m.rch  from  it,”  of 
course  could  not  save  the  baggtge.  So  far  from  be- 
ing able  to  get  “farther  up  the  river,”  as  was  said, 
the  vesscis^vere  aground  and  blown  up  in  that  situ- 
ation; and  as  to  having  time  to  save  the  b iggage,  so 
contrary  is  the  truth,  that  several  of  the  men  were 
taken  prisoners  in  the  act  of  destroying  the  flotilla, 
and  still  remain  so.  Much  more  might  be  said  on 
this  subject,  but  the  winter  coming  on  imperiously 
calls  for  some  assistance  to  these  unfortunate  men. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOSHUA  BARNEY. 

The  amendment  pending,  when  this  subject  was 
last  before  the  house,  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Jackson , the  word  “of, r- 
cers ” was  stricken  out  of  the  bill  53  to  47.  Ilis  rea- 
son was,  that  it  would  set  a bad  precedent  for  re- 
muneration of  officers  in  other  cases  where  they 
should  lose  baggage,  which  frequently  occurred. 

The  bill  thus  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  eu-- 
grossed  for  a third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  “requesting  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  recommend  a day  of  public  humi- 
liation, fasting  and  prayer,”  was  read  a third  time 
and  passed. 

Wednesday , JYov:  2.  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
petty  officers  and  seamen  under  com.  Barney  was 
passed. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  president  to  ac- 
cept the  services  of  volunteers.  Tiie  bill  provides 
that  they  shall 'serve  nine  months,  which  produced 
considerable  debate;  and  a motion  to  strike  out  nine? 
and  insert  twelve  prevailed — 57  to  55. 

Mr.  Forsythe  moved  to  add  as  an  amendment  to 
the  bill  a new  section  in  nearly  the  following  words: 

“Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates,  whose  services* 
I are  accepted  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  who 
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ihali  serve  for  two  years,  shall  be  exempted  from 
militia  service  during  the  present  war.” 

Which  was  agreed  to — 54  to  51.  Other  proposed 
amendments  failed.  The  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  house;  when  the  amendments 
made  were  agreed  to,  as  wus  also  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  Kilbourn,  to  extend  to  privates  killed  during 
the  service,  the  same  provisions  for  the  relief  of 
their  widows  and  children,  as  is  provided  in  the  bill 
for  officers’  families. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Robertson,  and  agreed  to — 

Resolved , That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  giving 
a bounty  to  the  owners,  officers  and  crews  of  priva- 
teers, for  the  vessels  of  the  enemy  destroyed  at  sea, 
and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. ________ 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

From  Niagara,  in  the  absence  of  official  accounts, 
we  have  a multituue  of  rumors  and  reports,  from 
all  which  we  conclude  that  the  campaign  has  closed 
on  on r part.  It  is  certain  that  Porter's  volunteers 
have  been  discharged  witli  the  thanks  of  general 
Izard — that  Brown  has  goRe  to  Sackett’s  Harbor — 
that  the  British  fleet,  including  the  St.  Lawrence  of 
102  guns,  has  been  at  the  head  of  the  lake.  She  is 
said  to  be  a very  fine  vessel,  and  **  took  on  board  at 
Kingston  700  barrels  of  pork  and  1200  men,  in- 
cluding sailors.”  We  are  without  the  details  of 
Biss  el's  affair  with  the  enemy  on  the  Chippewa, 
though  an  account  published  in  a Boston  paper  says 
he  beat  them  with  a loss  on  their  part  of  200  men — 
ours,  16  kdled,  54  wounded.  We  are  not  certain 
where  Izard  was.  It  is  variously  reported  that  he 
has  re-crossed  to  Buffalo,  which,  however,  does  not 
absolutely  appear — 1500  of  Brown’s  division  have  j 
marched  for  the  Harbor,  where  an  attack  was 
looked  for. 

An  idea  very  generally  prevails  that  Drummond 
ought  to  have  been  taken,  and  that  we  had  him  com- 
pletely in  our  power.  One  chance,  it  is  said,  was  lost 
by  the  want  of  the  co-operation  of  the  fleet,  then 
master  of  the  lake;  another  in  the  time  consumed 
by  general  Izard  in  proceeding  from  Platts  burg  to 
Erie,  say  from  August  24  to  October  12. 

meanness.  T.  e meanness  of  the  transaction  no- 
ticed in  the  following  correspondence,  presents  our 
enemy  in  a new  character,  infamous  and  humiliating 
to  man.  It  should  cover  Drummond,  and  the  nation 
to  whom  lie  belongs,  so  far  as  they  sanction  it,  with 
eternal  shame.  When  general  Brown  announced 
the  exchange  of  gallant  Spencer  dead , for  the  Eng- 
lishman living,  there  was  something  within  us  that 
would  not  fully  believe  that  lieutenant-general  Drum- 
mond would  insist  upon,  or  captain  Loving  agree  to 
the  exchange.  But  it  seems  they  are  as  destitute  of 
high  souled  honor,  as  Coc/cbum  is  of  decency  and 
humanity.  Is  this*4  British  magnanimity?" 

Copy  of  a letier  from  general  Brown  to  general  Drum- 
mond, August  2d,  1814. 

sir. — A letter  said  to  be  dictated  by  you,  but  signed 
by  lieutenant  colonel  Harvey  lias  been  laid  before  me. 
As  it  was  proposed  to  exchange  your  aid  for  mine,  1 
desired  first  to  ascertain  if  my  aid  yet  lived.  But  as 
it  appears  my  flag  sent  direct  from  the  American 
shore,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  fact,  has 
been  detained,  I wave  the  objection  that  induced  my 
mind  at  the  tune  the  proposal  was  received.  Send 
ipe  the  body  of  my  aid  captain  Spencer,  by  his  bro- 
liifcr  if  lie  is  dead,  and  your  aid  captain  Loring  shall 


be  returned  to  you.  If  captain  Spencer  is  not  dead, 
any  attention  that  you  will  cause  to  be  paid  to  him, 
will  bt  gratefully  acknowledged;  but  I do  not  desire* 
to  have  him  removed  ’till  it  can  be  done  with  safety, 
as  his  life  is  dear  to  me.  Of  this  however,  1 am  wil- 
ling his  brother  should  be  the  judge;  and  you  can  pass 
him  by  the  front,  the  flunk  or  the  rear  of  your  army, 
us  may  by  you  be  deemed  most  prudent  and  proper, 
l’he  favor  I ask  is,  that  Mr.  Spencer  may  be  so  fur 
indulged  as  to  be  allowed  to  see  his  brother,  and  if 
dead  collect  his  effects. 

Very  respectfully  your  humble  servant. 

(Signed)  JACOB  BROWN,  maj.  gen, 

Lieutenant  general  Drummond. 

Copy  of  the  reply  of  general  Drummond. 

British  head  quarters,  camp  before  Erie,  Aug.  5, 

siu-1  am  extremely  sorry  to  acquaint  you,  that  it 
has  just  been  reported  to  me  that  captain  Spencer 
died  this  forenoon.  lie  had  the  melancholy  satisfac- 
tion of  having  had  his  brother  with  him  for  some  time 
previous  to  his  death. 

Mr.  Spencer  with  the  corpse  of  captain  Spencer, 
shall  be  sent  over  to  Schlesser,  when  t shall  expect 
the  fulfilment  on  your  part  of  your  promise  to  send 
back  captain  Loring. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  respectful  consi- 
deration, your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  GORDON  DRUMMOND,  lieut.  gen. 
His  ex.  maj.  gen.  Brown,  U.  S.  army. 

A messenger.  Mr.  Purvis  nee,  » bearer  of  des- 
patches for  our  ministers  in  Europe,  sailed  from 
New  York  some  days  ago,  in  the  cartel  ship 
f'ingal,  for  Havre  de  Grace.  About  120 passengers 
went  out  in  this  ship,  among  whom  was  col.  Barclay, 
late  British  agent  for  prisoners. 

Disappointment,  1 he  want  of  correct  informa- 
tion from  the  Niagara  frontier  appears  to  be  owing  ta 
two  failures  of  the  mail— the  first  by  high  waters, 
and  t!ie  second  by  the  carelessness  of  some  one  in 
changing  the  bags,  so  that  the  one  from  Buffalo  was 
sent  back! 

Boston,  Oct.  24.  Previous  to  the  close  of  the 
extra  session,  which  took  place  on  Tuesday  last, 
several  acts  were  passed  relative  to  defensive  meal 
sures.  It  is  provided,  by  one  of  these  acts,  that  hi* 
excellency  the  governor  shall  have  power  to  raise 
by  enlistments,  an  army  not  exceeding  10,000  men, 
to  consist  of  ten  regiments  of  infantry,  and.  two  of 
artillery,  to  be  commissioned,  and  clothed  agreea- 
bly to  lits  direction.  The  pay,  rations,  clothing  and 
emoluments  of  these  troops  are  to  be  the  same  as 
those  ot  the  United  States  army.  Another  act  wu-; 
also  passed,  authorising  the  governor  to  appoint  a 
beard  of  commissioners  on  military  accounts;  it  is 
to  consist  of  three  persons  with  a secretary  and  ne- 
cessary cleiits:  to  vliis  act  is  subjoined  an  additional 
one,  providing’  for  the  further  appointment  of  two 
other  commissioners,  the  whole  of  whom  are  to 
constitute  a board  of  war,  for  a regular  and  prompt- 
discharge  of  the  duties  necessarily  belonging  to  such 
■jl  commission. 

THE  ENEMY  JN-  THF.  CHESAPEAKE. 

Action  at  Kirby’s  ll’indmll.  YV hen  captain  Burch 
with  Ins  dragoons  charged  on  the  enemy  on  Monday 
last,  they  were  on  the  retreat  towards  their  lnr-es; 
the  charge  was  made  with  so  much  spirit,  that  a nurrV- 
bej*  of  the  enemy  had  actually  laid  down  their  arms 
pi/cparing  to  surrender,  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
whole  of  the  party  would  have  been  captured,  if  the 
troop  had  continued  to  press  on  them  with  the  same 
spirit  and  energy  with  which  the  charge  was  com- 
menced. Unfortunately,  some  miscreant  called  loud- 
ly to  tl‘e  troop  to  retreat,  which  they  mistook  for  an 
order  from  their  officer  and  obeyed’.  Captain  Burd 
succeeded  in  rallying  a part  of  his  troop  as  soon  k 
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he  discovered  the  mistake  and  was  returning  to 
the  charge — but  the  enemy  in  the  mean  time  reco- 
vering from  their  consternation  had  rallied  behind 
a fence  which  served  them  as  a protecting  breast 
work,  enabled  them  to  pour  a very  galling  fire  on 
the  part  of  the  troop  which  were  pursuing,  and 
finally  to  effect  their  retreat  without  much  loss. 

Accounts  from  Norfolk  of  the  1st  inst.  say,  that  a 
frigate  with  4 transports,. all  full  of  troops,  have  en- 
tered the  bay  from  Halifax , as  the  enemy  reported 
to  our  flag  that  had  been  up  to  the  commander;  and 
gives  the  whole  force  then  in  the  Chesapeake,  at 
two  74’s,  6 frigates,  1 brig,  5 transports,  and  8 schoo- 
ners. Whether  they  are  the  vanguard  of  a larger  force 
or  merely  sent  hither  to  alarm  our  villagers  and  cot- 
tagers— we  shall  ascertain  pretty  soon. 

criRomr 

jfeno-York  legislature  was  lately  in  session;  The 
state  of  parties  therein  may  be  seen  by  the  follow- 
ing vote  for  speaker: 

Mr.  Young  (rep.)  61 

Mr.  Emott  (fed.)  35 

Maryland  election. — The  late  election  in  this  state 
has  terminated  in  a considerable  “federal”  gain,  as 
well  of  assemblymen  as  of  congressmen.  The  repre- 
sentation in  the  present  congress  consists  of  6 rep. 
and  3 fed — in  the  next  there  will  be  5 fed.  and  4 rep. 
as  follows— Messrs.  Stuart.  Goldsborough,  Hanson, 
Baer  and  Herbert,  federalists— and  Messrs.  Wright, 
Pinkney,  Moore  and  Archer,  republicans. 

The  house  of  representatives  stands  as  follows: 

. Republican . — Annapolis  city  2;  Baltimore  city  2; 
county  4;  Harford  4;  Queen  Ann’s  4;  Washington  4; 
and  in  Anne  Arumlle  1. — Total  21. 

Federal. — St.  Mary’s,  Charles,  Calvert,  Prince 
George’s,  Montgomery,  Frederick,  Alleghany,  Cecil, 
Kent,  Talbot,  Caroline,  Dorchester,  Somerset  and 
Worcester,  4 each,  and  in  Anne  Arundel  3 — Total  59. 

JVe  w- Hampshire  election. — Federal  members  of  con- 
gress have  been  chosen  in  this  state,  as  usual.  High- 
est fed.  18,12& — highest  rep.  16,604— the  scattering 
votes  leaves  a majority  of  758,  for  Messrs.  "Webster, 
Ciiley,  Hale,  Atherton,  Yose  and  Wilcox. 

Pennsylvania  election. — The  returns  of  the  late 
election  in  this  state  have  not  yet  reached  us.  Go- 
vernor Snyder  is  re-elected  by  20,000 — but  five 
federal  gentlemen  have  been  elected  for  the  next 
congress.  The  present  representation  is  entirely 
republican.  Particulars  when  all  the  returns  are 
received. 

Georgia  election. — Six  republicans  have  been  elect- 
ed to  congress  from  Georgia  without  [federal]  op- 
position. 

Vermont  Flection.  The  federalists  have  elected 
their  candidates  for  governor,  congress,  ccc.  in  the 
state  of  Vermont,  and  had  a majority,  on  an  election 
for  speaker  of  24.  Governor  Chittenden  had  55  votes 
more  than  Mr.  Galusha  (rep.)  but  not  a majority 
of  the  whole  number  given,  and  was  re-elected  by  a 
joint  ballot  of  both  houses,  by  a majority  of  28. 
The  votes  were  for  M.  Chittenden,  17466 — J.  Galu- 
sha, 17411;  scattering  457. 

The  council  (federal)  had  a majority  of  about  100 
votes.  The  federal  members  of  congress  had  a ma- 
jority of  about  750  vptes. 

Ohio  election.  Thomas  Worthington,  now  a sena- 
tor in  congress,  has  been  chosen  governor  of  the 
#tate  of  Ohio,  and  the  representatives  in  congress 
are  republican,  as  usual. 

South  Carolina  election.  The  elections  in  this, 
state  have  terminated  in  favor  of  the  republicans 
yrpth  the  usual  decided  majorities,  for  congress  and 
the  state  legislature,  except  that  one  federal  mem- 
ber of  congress  is  elected  by  a small  majority. 


Connecticut  election , The  old  members  of  con- 
gress have  been  re-elected.  The  house  of  repre- 
sentatives consists  of  200  members,  all  federalists 
but  391. 

J\reiv  Jersey  election.  This  state  is  thoroughly'  re- 
publican, by  handsome  majorities,  for  congress  and 
assembly.  Mr.  Pennington  has  been  re-elected  go- 
vernor. The  6 members  for  congress  are  republican* 
in  the  present  congress  4 fed.  3 republican. 

Congress. — It  is  estimated  that  the  next  house  of 
representatives  will  consist  of  about  114  republicans 
and  68  federalists. 

Mexico. — We  have  received  accounts  which  we 
think  worthy  of  full  credit,  which  state  that  on  the 
reception  of  the  intelligence  that  Ferdinand  the 
ungrateful,  had  destroyed  the  new  constitution,  all 
parties  united  to  establish  a government  for  them- 
selves— the  viceroy  had  been  deposed,  and  the  new 
state  of  things  proclaimed  in  all  the  cities  of  this 
delightful  country.  This  is  good  news,  indeed.  It  is 
reported  that  a deputation  is  on  its  way  to  Wash- 
ington City. 

An  exterminating  war,  of  various  success,  still 
prevails  in  the  provinces  of  Caracas.  The  revolution- 
ists under  Bolivar  are  stated  to  have  experienced  a 
dreadful  defeat  on  the  15th  of  June  last,  by  which 
nearly  the  whole  army  was  destroyed.  But  the  cities 
of  Caracas  and  Laguira  had  not  been  taken  by  the 
royalists  at  our  last  dates. 

By  papers  laid  before  parliament  we  have  the  fol- 
lowing facts: 

The  bank  of  England  notes  in  circulation  July  3* 
1813,  amounted  to  23,314,890c£ — on  July  10,  same 
year,  to  24,991,308iC.  In  circulation  July  3,  1814, 
26,304,308iC — on  the  9th  July  instant,  29,532,900^. 

The  net  produce  of  the  revenue,  including  cus- 
toms and  excise,  was,  for  one  year,  ending  5th  July'* 
1813,  58,967,864i£;  and  for  the  year  ending  Jalv  *5, 
instant,  62,956,077^.  [JY.  E.  Palladium. 

The  inquisition  is  restored  at  Borne. 

The  great  military  establishments  kept  up  by  the 
chief  powers  of  Europe,  and  a restless  spirit  that 
appears  to  pervade  all  the  late  belligerents,  strength- 
en the  apprehension  that  anew  war-is  not  far  dis- 
tant. The  British  have  a large  force  in  the  Neth- 
erlands. 

The  British  are  preparing-  to  give  up  Martinique 
and  Guadaloupe  to  the  French — who  are  also  mak- 
ing great  preparations  to  repossess  themselves  of 
Hispaniola,  in  winch  they  are  assisted  by  the  Bri- 
tish*, furnishing  transports. 

London , July  26.  A terrible  pestilential  sickness 
has  broken  out  in  Hamburg,  insomuch  that  almost 
every  person  who  has  left  the  city  has  been  afflicted 
with  it. — The  horrid  filth  which  abounds  in  the 
city',  in  some  places  is  several  yards  in  height,  and 
many  in  circumference,  and  so  shocking  that  the  in- 
habitants are  afraid  to  pass  near  it.  Trade  at  a 
Stand — markets  overstocked — goods  selling  at  35  per 
cent.  loss. 

The  Algerines  have  taken  8 Swedish,  1 Danish,  2 
Dutch,  and  3 Spanish  vessels.  They  released  the 
first  on  learning  that  men  of  war  was  coming  to  nego- 
tiate about  them. 

Bodies  of  Austrian,  Russian  and  Prussian  troops 
hare  been  sent  to  Tuscany  to  embark  for  Elba, 
which  indicates  mischief  to  be  brew  ing  there. 

Antwerp,  Aug.  11.  The  agents  of  the  French  navy, 
will  on  the  31st.  publicly  sell  at  the  navy  yard  of 
Antwerp,  nine  ships  of  the  line  and  two  frigates* 
nowon  the  stocks,  viz; 

2 three  deckers  pierced  for  110  guns  each.t 

3 do.  do.  80  do. 

4 do.  do,  74  do. 

2 frigates  cfo.  db\ 
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Retaliatory  Documents. 

To  the  house  of  representative.’!  of  the  United  States 
f transmit  to  die  bouse  of  representatives  a report 
from  iht'  department  of  state,  complying  with  then 
resolution  of  the  loth  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

October  23.  1814. 

REPORT. 

Department  of  state,  Oct.  27, 1814. 
The  acting  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red t he  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  loth  instant,  has  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the 
president  the  accompanying  papers,  marked  Nos.  1, 
2,  3,  and  4,  as  containing  the  information  which  is 
presumed  to  be  called  for  i>y  tiie  said  resolution. 

Respectful! v submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  president  of  the  United  States. 

No.  1. 

Extract  r.f  a letter  from  Reuben  G.  Deasley,  Esq.  to 
the  commissary  general  of  prisoners,  tinted 

Loxijov,  March  18,  1814. 

“ Having  had  several  conversations  on  the  subject 
of  retaliation,  previous  to  d.e  receipt  of  your  letters 
of  the  6th  and  9ih  of  January,  I took  the  earl.est  oc- 
casion to  communicate  the  information  ihey  contain- 
ed. On  the  19th  ultimo,  I addressed  a letter  to  the 
transport  board  on  the  subject,  a copy  of  which  1 
have  now  the  honor  to  inclose.  Although  I have  re- 
ceived no  reply  to  tills  letter,  1 have  the  satisfaction 
to  inform  you  that  1 have  been  assured  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  bo  ud,  and  have  found  the  fact  confirmed 
by  my  own  observation,  that  the  treatment  of  the 
individuals  sent,  to  this  country  for  trial,  has  iiT  no 
resp-ct  been  different  from  that  of  the  other  prison- 1 
ers  of  war.” 

.Ur.  Hensley  to  the  secretary  of  the  transport  board. 

Haiitckv-hthket,  Feb.  19,  1814. 

Sj a — “Tn  consequence  cf  the  wish  which  you  ver- 
bally expressed  to  me  yesterday,  I now  present  to 
the  board,  in  the  form  in  which  it  has  been  commu- 
nicated to  me  by  the  commissary  general  of  prison- 
ers of  the  United  States,  a statement  of*  the  various 
measures  of  retaliation  which  have  been  forced  on 
the  American  government  by  the  unwarrantable  acts 
of  the  British  ollicers.  I the  more  readily  comply 
with  this  wish,  because  it  will  lead  to  a proper  un- 
derstanding on  the  subject,  and  1 persuade  myself  it 
will  be  followed  by  measures  on  the  part  of  the  Bri- 
tish government,  which  will  not  only  relieve  thesuf-  i 
faring  individuals,  but  put  an  end  to  the  proceedings, 
the  very  idea  of  which  is  so  painful  to  every  gene- 
rous and  humane  feeling.  1 begin  in  the  order  in 
which  they  occurred. 

(Here  follows  the  statement  extracted  from  gene- 
ral Mason’s  letter  of  the  6th  Janury,  1814.*) 

To  the  foregoing  I have  to  add,  that  information 
has  been  received  by  the  commissary  generaL  that 
the  British  commanding  officer  at  Halifax  had  con- 
fined there  64  American  officers,  with  intention  to 
make  the  number  92,  in  retaliation  for  the  46  British 
officers  confined  by  live  American  government.  As 

* This  statement  contained  the  substance  of  the 
cases  to  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
state  of  the  14th  April,  1814,  printed  by  order  of 
the  senate,  from  page  li>  to  173. 
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soon  as  this  should  be  officially  communicated  to  the 
government,  a correspondent  ..nd  .iileclual  measure 
would  b6  adopted  in  the  United  Stages. 

In  this  statement  and  the  documents  which  ac- 
company it,  will  be  found  ike  disposition  and  senti- 
ments of  tiie  American  government.  It  w ill  be  seen 
that  this  system  was  not  begun  by  the  United  States. 
Prompt  in" the  discharge  of  die  duty  they  owe  to 
their  citizen-,  they  have  constantly  lamented  the 
necessity  of  the  measure  imposed  on  them,  and 
have  on  every  occasion  shewn,  as  you  will  see  exem- 
plified in  the  first,  second,  third  and  fourth  acts 
above  recited,  ilia*  die  moment  the  necessity  of  de- 
tention ceased  to  exist,  the  persons  confined  have 
at  ail  times  been  released. 

The  British  agent  in  the  United  States,  who  has 
been  regularly  informed  of  every  circumstance  rela- 
tive to  tins  unpleasant  subject,  will  no  doubt  have 
done  the  Amcr.can  government  tiie  justice  to  say, 
that  the  sufferings  of  the  individuals  concerned  have 
been  as  little  as  tiie  nature  of  the  case  would  admit. 

It  has  been  thought  extraordinary  that  Contrary  to 
tiie  stipulations  of  the  cartel,  American  prisoners 
have  been  sent  to  this  country  from  Canada.  This 
measure  was  strongly  remonstrated  against  to  col. 
Barclay  some  time  ago ; but  so  Lr  from  having  pro- 
duced the  desired  effect,  it  has  been  continued  un- 
der circumstances  of  the  greatest  hardship  and  suf- 
fering. About  400  of  these  persons,  many  of  whom 
had  never  before  been  at  sea,  were  hurried  on  board 
ship  without  the  least  previous  notice  to  provide 
themselves  with  necessaries  ; and  in  that  situation 
exposed  to  a boisterous  winter  passage.  The  go- 
vernment of  the  United  Stale-  has  sought  in  vain 
for  a legitimate  motive  for  this  conduct,  which  will 
I necessarily  lead  to  a corresponding  measure  of  se- 
verity if  not  satisfactorily  explained. 

I am  instructed  to  m. die  enquiry  relative  to  the 
situation  of  ail  the  prisoners  who  have  from  time  to 
time  been  sent  to  this  country  ; and  to  give  infor- 
mation of  the  places  of  confinement  and  treatment 
of  those  who  were  sent  here  for  trial. 

I have  to  remark,  that  while  the  British  prisoners 
in  the  United  States  have  been  treated  in  exact  con- 
formity to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  cartel, 
no  change  whatever  has  been  made  in  the  treatment 
of  American  prisoners  in  close  confinement,  nor  has 
am  satisfactory  reason  been  given  why  they  have  not 
been  placed  on  the  same  footing. 

The  situation  of  the  British  officers  who  are  held 
in  the  U.Stales  as  hostages  to  answer  in  their  persons 
for  the  safety  and  proper  treatment  of  the  American 
prisoners,  will  be  found  described  in  the  extract  of 
a letter  herewith  transmitted, dated  13th  December, 
1814,  and  it  will  continue  the  same  while  it  is  under- 
stood that  American  officers  in  the  hands  of  the  Bri- 
tish government  meet  with  similar  treatment, 
lam,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  11.  G.  BEASLEY. 

Alexander  ATI  Any,  Esq.  ZIc. 

No.  2. 

Extracts  of  a letter  of  instructions  from  the  secretary 
of  state  to  colonel  Tobias  Lear,  appointed  to  nego- 
tiate, on  the  part  of  (he  United  States,  an  exchange 
of  prisoners  of  war,  with  sir  George  Prevost,  dated 
Wasuixgtox,  June  27,  1814. 

“ Qn  the  subject  (jf  hostages.,  rf  any  are  i$Uid*£e. 


K 
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on  cither  side,  it  cannot  be  admitted,  that  a number  jspectively  fcaptured,  are  now  held  in  confinement  bv 
of  p.  isoners  shall  be  left,  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  the  said  respective  parties,  either  tvs  prisoners  of 
ir,  that  suite,  or  in  an)7  other,  different  from  the  or- j war,  hostages,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  mutually  and* 
dinary  state  of  prisoners  of  war,  greater  than  shall  respective  y forthwith  released  from  Confinement, 

' held  by  us  to  answer  for  their  proper  treatment  and  sent  or  permitted  to  proceed  to  the  Un.ted 

States  or  Canada,  respectively,  in  the  manner  here- 
with as  iitlle  delav  as  may  be, 


b 

and  safety.’' 

“You  arc  not  unacquainted  with  the  cattse  which 
induced  the  government  to  designate  certain  per- 
sons, prisoners  of  War,  in  our  possession,  to  abide 


inafter  pointed  out 
saving  and'  excepting  always  the  first  three  and 
twenty  mew  first  put  into  confinement  on  principles 


the  fale  of  such  American  prisoners  of  war  as  the  j of  retaliation,  as  hostages,  bv  the  United  Slates,  end 
enemy  had  thought  proper  to  separate  from  their  j the  officers  And  non-commissioned  officers  put  into 
comrades,  and  to  transport,  under  severe  and  igna-  confinement  by  fils'  excellency  sir  George  PrevosV 
minimis  confinement,  to  England,  for  trial  as  trai-jin  retaliation  for  the  confinement  of  said  twenty- 
tors.  While  this  treatment  continued,  and  while  three  men,  private  soldiers. 


there  was  a probability  of  the  threatened  trial  and 


pr 

Article  IX.  It  is  further  mutually  agreed  that  all 


punishment,  this  government  could  not  and  would  the  persons  thus  released,  and  sent  or  permitted  to 
not  have  relaxed  in  the  measures  it  had  adopted.  In-  i return  to  their  respective  countries,  who  are  now  in 
rover,  having  been  recently  received  { Lower  Canada,  or  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Alle- 
le'.-, American  agent  for  prisoners  at  ghaney  mountains  in  the  United  States,  and  also  all 

prisoners  of  war  who  are  now  on  parole  or  otherwise 
in  their  respective  countries,  be  and  the  same  are 
and  that  he  Was  satisfied  of  the  fact,  that  the  treat-  hereby  declared  to  be- exchanged,  and  that  they  and 


formation,  how 

from  Mr.  Beasley,  American  agent  tor  ] 

London,  dated  on  the  18lh  day  of  March-  last,  by 
which  it  is  known,  that  he  had  received  assurances, 


ment  of  the  individuals  sent  to  that,- country,  avow 
ediy  for  trial,  has. been  in  no  respect  different  from 
that  of  other  prisoners  of  war,  the  president  has  been 
induced  to  hope;  from  this  circumstances,  as  well  as 
from  the  length  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since 
these  persons  have  been  in  England,  without  having 
been  brought  to  trial,  that  it  is  not  the- intention  of 
the  British  government  to  take  a step  which  would 
inevitably  involve  consequences  shocking  to  humani- 
ty; and  sincerely  desirous  of  lessening,  as  much  as 
possible,  the  sufferings  of  individuals  om  both  sides,, 
lie  has  determined,  that,  reserving  to  the  government 
the  full  right  of  replacing  the  hostages  who  may 
have  been  designated  here,  and -retaining  the  power 
to  do  so,  such  of  the  prisoners  taken  from  the  com- 
mand of  sir  George  Prevost,  as  have  been  so  desig- 
nated, may  now  be  exchanged.  You  are  accordingly 
authorised  to  stipulate  that  the  proposed  release  and 


every  of  them,  from  and  after  the  15th  Mav  next,, 
shall  be  perfectly  and  entirely  free  to  enter  and  en- 
gage in  the  military,  naval,  or  other  service  of  their 
respective  countries,  as  if  they  never  had  been  pri- 
soners of  war  and  hostages;  and  in  like  manner  all 
the  said  persons  who  are  on  the  western  side  of  the 
Alieghaney  mountains  in  the  United  States,  and 
those  who  are  in  or  near  Halifax,  or  in  Nova  Scotia, 
and  who  were  captured  by  and  under  the  command 
of  sir  George  Prevost,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  de- 
clared exchanged  and  at  liberty  to  enter  into  the- 
naval,  military,  or  other  service  of  their  respective 
countries,  as  if  they  had  never  been  made- prisoners 
of  war  and  hostages. 

Article  XII.  It  is  further  mufti  illy  agreed  and  ex- 
pressly understood,  that  nothing  herein  contained  is 
intended  or  shall  in  any  manner  prevent  or  hinder 
either  party  from  resorting  to  retaliation,  or  re- 


exclirmge  shall  be  witlwmt  distinction  of  hostages,  placing  said  hostages,  whenever  either  may  deem  it 


taking  care  that  it  shall  be  reciprocal,  and  that  a 
special  reservation  be  made  of  the  right,  which 
may  be  common,  to  replace  them,,  whenever  it  is 
deemed  proper  to  do  so.” 

No.  3. 

Extracts  of  such  parts  of  a convention,  for  the  ex- 
change of  prisoners  of  war,  proposed  on  the  f5lh 
of  April,  1814,  and  of  the  instrument,  fey-which 
it  was  modified,  and  finally  agreed  upon,  on  the 


proper,  fop-tlj£  past  or  an)-  future  act  or  conduct  of 
the  opposite  party. 

Extracts  of  the  instrument  of  modification  and  ratifi- 
cation of  the  1 6th  Jvh/ , 1813. 

Preamble,' — “The  following  modification  of  the 
said  convention  of  the  15th  April  last,,  have  been 
agreed  to;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  same  is 
hereby  ratified  and  confirmed,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  in  virtue  of  the  full  powers  given  to 


16th  July  following,  between  agents  duly  authoris*  the  aforesaid  Tobias  Lear,  tive  same  having  been  be 
ed  by  the  secretary  of  state  of  disunited  States,.on  1 fore  ratified  by  his  oxcell 


the  one  part,  and  sir  George  Prevost,  commander  &c. 


dlency  sir  George'  Prevost 


iii  chief  of  the  British  forces  in  the  Canadas,  on 
t!»e  other,  as  relates  to  those  who  had  been  on 
either  side  confined  under  the  system  of  retalia- 
tion. 

Extract  of  the  convention  of  the  15th  of  Jlpril. 
Article  I.  It  is  mutually  stipulated  and  agreed, 
that  all  the  persons  belonging  to  the  army,  navy,  or 
militia,  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  or  the  provinces  or  dependencies  thereof, 
under  the  command,  authority,  and  jurisdiction  of 
his  excellency  sir  George  Prevost,  or  any  subjects 
or  residents  thereof,  within  the  same  command, 
authority,  and  jurisdiction,  who  may  have  been 
made  captives  during  the  present  war,  under  and 
by  the  command  and  authority  of  Uie  government  of 
the  United  States,  and  also  all  persons  belonging  to 
the  navv,  army,  or  militia,  of  the  United  States,  or 
any  of  them,  or  the  territories  thereof,  or  citizens 
r lesideuts  of  the  same,  or  any  of  them,  who  may 
iv?'  been  made  captives,  during  the  present  war,  by 
nd  ui'dev  the  command  and  authority  of  sir  George 
PfcvosT  aforesaid:  *md  which  said  persons,  so'  re- 


“Article  I.  The  twenty- three  British  soldiers  put 
into  confinement  as  hostages  by  the  Uniicd  Statesr 
and  the  forty-six  American  commissioned  and  non- 
commissioned officers  put  in  confinement  by  his  ex- 
cellency siv  George  Prevost,  in  retaliation  for  the 
confinement  of  tiie  said  twenty-three  soldiers,  as 
mentioned  in  the  first  article  of  the  aforesaid  conven- 
tion, are  to  be  immediately  released  and  exchanged, 
in  the  same  manner  as  other  prisoners  of  war  men- 
tioned in  the  said  article. 

“Article  II.  All  accounts  of  exchange,  relat  ive  to- 
prisoners  of  war,  officers,  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates,  of  the  army,  navy,  and  militia,  of  the- 
government  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  United 
States  of  America, and  of  all  other  persons,  subjects- 
or  residents  of  the  one,  or  citizens  or  residents  of  the 
pther,  captured  by  the  forces  under  the  command  of" 
sir  George  Prevost,  or  from  his  command  or  autho- 
rity, during  the  present  war  between  Great  Britain- 
and  the  United  States,  prior  to  the  fifteenth  of  April 
last,,  and  for  the  release  and  exchange  of  whom  it  is- 
stipulatedj,  by  the  uintk- article  of  tlnj  aforesaid  con? 
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vention  of  the  I5lh  April  aforesaid,  and  the  twenty- 
three  and  forty-six  hostages,  before  mentioned,  are 
by  this  present  modification  definitively  liquidated 
and  settled,  without  either  party  having  any  ^preten- 
sion or  right  to  any  claim  therein  hereafter.” 

No.  4. 

■Extract  of  a letter  from  colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  to  the 
commissary  general  of  prisoners,  dated  lit 

illndemtuirg,  1-ltli  .Turn-,  1311. 

Should  there  be  any  British  prisoners  of  war  re* 
maining  in  these  states  from  New-York,  eastward, 
permit  me  to  recommend  their  being  released,  and 
sent  in  the  Matilda  cartel,  lately  arrived  at  Suiem, 
with  American  prisoners.  In  the  number  I hope  you 
will  include  all  those  now  held  as  hostages,  and  beg 
leave  to  assure  you,  I have  recommended  to  the  ad 
miral  and  general,  the  release  of  all  Americans  held 
.on  similar  principles,  to  the  state  of  ordinary  prison* 
-ers;  anil  that  Mr.  Mitchell  be  informed,  he  is  at.  li- 
berty to  elect  them  to- be  sent  to  these  states,  in  re- 
turn for  British  prisoners  received.” 

Extract  rf  a letter  f-om  the  commissary  general  of  pri- 
soners to  colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated  June  2 Is/, 
1814,  in  answer  to  colonel  Barclay's  letter  if  June 
34,1814 

“ On  the  subject  of  hostages,  I will  cheerfully  di- 
rect to  bs  released,  and  sent  to  Halifax,  any  such  as 
we  now  hold  on  the  maritime  frontier  of  Massachu- 
setts; if  you  will  engage  that  the  persons  at  Halifax, 
On  whose  account  they  were  confined,  shall  ne  im- 
mediately released  and  returned  to  the  United  States. 

I believe  there  are  but  sixteen  of  that  description 
whose  names  arc  enclosed.  The  few  then  remaining, 
wi»!i  the  desire  to  meet  the  relaxation  proposed  by 
you  I will  direct  to  be  confined  with  other  non-pa* 
role  l prisoners,  on  board  the  prison  ship  at  Salem.” 
B a lensbnrg , June  21,  1814. 
s i u-*— I had  hopedy  tit  x-msequenc^  of  mv  having 
acquaint?^  you  1 hud  recommended  the  naval  and 
military  commanders  at  Halifax  to  release  to  the 
state  of  ordinary  prisoners  all  the  Americans  then 
held  on  retaliatory  principles,  that  this  government 
Would  have  been  induced  to  adopt  a similar  concilia- 
tory measure,  and  thereby  relieve  the  unfortunate 
rnen  who  have  been  so  unpleasantly  situated.  You 
will  by  a re-perusal  of  my  late  letters  on  this  sub- 
ject, perceive  the  unpleasant  consequences  to  which 
his  majesty’s  government  will  be  driven,  if  the  acts 
•above  mentioned  on  the  part  of  his  majesty  do  not 
meet  a corresponding  conduct  on  the  part  of  this 
government. 

Mr.  Prince,  the  marshal  of  Massachusetts  has  in- 
formed Mr.  Simpson,  that  you  haVe  directed  him  to 
retain  eighteen  British  prisoners  as  hostages,  for  a 
like  number  of  men  part  of  the  101  American  pri- 
soners sent  last  autumn  to  England. 

On  the  14th  instant  I requested  you  to  inform  me, 
whether  you  would  consent  that  all  the  British  pri- 
soners who  might  remain  in  the  eastern  states  after 
the  departure  of  the  Perseverance  cartel  to  Halif.x, 
should  be  sent  in  the  Matilda  cartel  for  Halifax,  for 
whom  I would  order  an  equivalent  to  be  returned. 
A measure  of  this  nature  must  prove  equally  advan- 
tageous to  both  nations.  Permit  me  to  request  your 
answer,  and  if  it  is  the  determination  of  this  govern- 
ment to  hold  any  British  subjects  as  hostages,  that 
you  will  favor  me  with  a list  of  their  names,  the  per- 
sons they  are  held  for,  and  the  places  of  confinement, 
i have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Alasbn,  he.  he. 

.Extract  of  a letter  from  colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to  the 
commissary  general  of  prisoneis,  dated  at 

Blatlensbiirg,  June  22il,  181-1. 

ct  sin — I am  this  moment  honored  with  jour  letter 
'of  yesterday. 


“I  am  pleased  with  your  consenting  to  send  all 
the  "British  prisoners  remaining  in  the  eastern  states 
to  Halifax,  and  that  (he  hostages  are  to  be  included, 

I have  tepeatedl)7  informed  Von,  that  1 had  request- 
ed every  American  prisoner  held  as  an  hostage  at 
Halifax,  should  he  released  to  the  state  of  ordinary 
prisoners,  and  that  Mr.  Mitchell  should  he  at  liberty 
to  select  whom  he  pleased  in  making  up  the  equiva- 
lent to  be  sent  from  Halifax.  1 wiil  he  answerable 
that  the  above  is  carried  into  e fleet,  and  that  an 
equivalent,  under  Mr.  Mitchells’  election,  is  imfre- 
diately  sent  from  Halifax  to  Salem,  in  return  for  lh£ 
men  whom  the  Matilda  carries  from  Salem.” 

Extract  of  ti  letter  from  the  commissary  general  rf pri- 
soners to  colonel  Thomas  Barclay , dated  at 

Washington.  June  22,  1,81-1. 

“ 1 have  received  your  letters  of  this  date,  and  of 
the  2lst  instant.  I shall  in  consequence  of  your  en- 
gagement in  that  of  the  221  inst.and  in  Complianr- 
with  the  terms  of  mine,  of  yesterday,  In-  the  m l 
made  up  to-dav,  instruct  Mr.  Prince  to  collect  all  t.!:.; 
prisoners  fte  can  in  reasonable  time  and  send  by  5 ho 
Cartel  Matilda,  and  such  hostages  as  It  are  been  de- 
signated in  retaliation  against  American  prisoners 
confined  at  Halifax. 

M The  other  hostages  designated  Tor  American  v * 
soners  sent  to  England  Will  be  placed  in  the  ordure  y 
state  of  non-panled  prisoner*,  and  those  at.  F " t 
S -wall  removed  to  the  prison  ship  at  Salem  for  that 
purpose.” 

Binder,  shurg,  Ait  gust  9,  18!  4. 

sir— I had  hoped,  in  consequence  of  mv  several 
letters  to  you  on  the  subject  of  retaliation,  and  the  re- 
lease of  all  the  American  prisoners  he'd  as  hostage-* 
in  his  majesty’s  dominions  under  retaliatory  orders 
of  which  I have  given  you  noticq  that  this 
vernment  would  have  been  induced  to  follow  t!u; 
example,  and  place  in  the  ordinary  stile  of  prisoners, 
ready  for  release  and  exchange,  the  fvW  British,  | »«  • 
smiefs  named  at  the  foot  of  this  leltei*  who  are  slid 
held  in  confinement  as  hostages. 

I request  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me,  wire*  hey 
it  is  the  intention  of  this  government  to  contintie  theso 
unfortunate  men  in  prison  as  hostages,  and  to  with- 
hold their  release  and  exchanges  and  I beg  leave 
add,  that  if  this  is  the  Case  double  the  number  of  A- 
merican  prisoners  will  once  more  be  placed  in  a simi* 
lar  state  of  confinement  in  Retaliation  for  these  men. 

1 haVe  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  serv-nt, 

( Signed  ) T HO  MAS  15  A RC  LA  Y . 

General  JHason , he.  he. 

List  of  prisoners  referred  to  in  the  preceding  letter . 

In  Massachusetts — John  Price,  B.  Robertson,  J >hr* 
Anderson,  John  Eugen,  James  Dawson,  Hem  , Bed- 
dingfield,  Willum  kills. 

In  Rhode- Island — William  Lincoln. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  the  commissary  cencrn!  'f  pri- 
soners to  colonel  'Thomas  Barchtv.  dnul 

Augint  .2,  1314. 

sin — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  9 ii  instant,  ! 
shall  pass  over  the  terms  in  which  you  have  thought 
proper  to  convey  part  of  that  letter,  with  the  rem  n !:, 
that  afier  the  manner  in  which  the  subject  of  hostages 
Ivid  been  treated  in  your  ict.ter  of  the  14-th  of  June, 
ami  mine  of  llic  21st  and  1 of  the  same  inonlh;  cm'- 
sideling  the  information  I had  given  you  i:i  mv  letny 
of  tile  20»h  of  May,  of  the  relax  it  ion  which  h:  d taken 
place  in  lbs  condition  of  the  twenty-three  liu*t:*ga  a 
in  our  power  at  Grcenbush,  and  the  cause  of  if,  ,7,d 
the  communication  I had  made  you  as  late  as  i h-*  23 'h 
ultimo,  if  the  convention  concluded  with  sir  Gei.rg*.? 
IVevost,  by  which  these  and  all  o' her  homages  r.pper- 
i tabling  to  the  class  of  prisoners  captured  by  or  from 
|nis  command,  were  released  and  finally  exchanged; 
[it  could  not  have  been  expected,  when  you  i bought 
fproper  to  mx’-se  further  inquiry  as  to  the  situation 


148  NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  12,  IS14. 


those  persons  yet  remaining  in  our  possession,  who 
lrad  been  hostages,  and  the  intention  of  the  govern- 
ment towards  them,  you  should  have  then  resorted  to 
the  same  declaration  of  consequences,  conveyed  in 
terms  amounting  to  a threat,  which  you  had  been  in 
formed  in  the  letter  I addressed  to  you  on  the  1 1 tli 
of  June,  on  a former  occassion,  was  unavailing, 
and  had  been  considered  exceptionable. 

In  my  letter  of  the  22nd  of  June,  I informed  you, 
that  those  who  liad  been  hostages  and  not  sent;  for 
exchange  for  the  cartel  then  in  port,  should  be  res- 
tored to  the  ordinary  state  of  prisoners.  Why,  then, 
unless  you  were  well  assured  that  this  had  not  been, 
do  you  say  in  yours  of  the  2nd  instant,  you  had 
hoped  that  the  American  government  would  have 
been  induced  to  follow  the  example  of  yom*  govern- 
ment. The  fact  is,  at  this  time  there  is  no  British 
prisoner  in  this  country-in  any  other  situation.  The 
order  to  that  effect  went  from  this  office  on  the  22d 
of  June,  as  to  the  prisoners  in  Massachusetts,  and 
on  the  19' h of  July  as  to  one  (William  Lincoln)  in 
Rhode  Island.  The  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  marshal 
of  that  state,  now  sent,  will  explain  the  cause  of 
li is  confinement  being  thus  much  lengthened,  name- 
ly, his  attempt  to  escape. 

The  reasons  which  determined  thisg  overnment  to 
relax  in  the  mode  of  treatment  toward  hostages,  are 
detailed  in  that  letter,  and  were  the  same  which  in- 
duced it  to  accept  a proposition  on  the  part  of  sir 
George  Prcvost,  to  include  all  hostages  on  both 
sides  in  the  general  exchange  of  prisoners  made  with 
him,  with  the  reservation  of  the  right  to  replace 
tlvem  with  others,  should  it  from  any  change  of  cir- 
cumstances be  deemed  necessary.  These  reasons, 
to  wit:  Information  from  our  agent  in  London,  that 
the  American  prisoners  sent  to  England  for  trial 
were  not  then  confine  1 or  treated  otherwise  than  or- 
dinary prisoners,  operating,  generally  so  soon  as  they 
had  been  acied  on  in  the  exchange  of  part  of  the 
hostages, held  by  us  in  the  quarter  just  mentioned, 
produced  instructions  from  this  office  to  put  on  the 
same  footing  “the  persons  heretofore  designated  »s 
hostages  of  the  maritime  class,  and  to  hold  them 
readv  for  exchange:  they  are  accordingly  now  so 
held'.” 


M assacli  u setts  L egi  si  at  u re 

DOCti-UKNTS  ACCOMPANYING  THE  MESSAGE  OF  THE  GO- 
VERN Oil  to  the  General  court. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  the  governor  of  this  common- 
wealth, to  the  secretary  of  war. 

Boston,  September  7,  1814. 

Sin — The  troops  of  the  United  States,  winch  at 
different  periods  were  stationed  on  the  sea  coast  of 
this  state,  have  been  afterwards  ordered  to  join  the 
army  on  the  western  frontier,  so  that  very  few  have 
remained  in  the  state:  We  have  therefore  found  it 

necessary,  in  the  course  of  the  last  and  present  year, 
to  call  out  small  bodies  of  militia,  as  guards  to  the 
towns  most  exposed.  As  the  danger  has  increased, 
the  number  of  detached  militia  has  been  augmented 
and  1 have  now  issued  the  enclosed  general  order  for 
tiie  protection  of  Boston  and  the  towns  and  property 
in  its  neighborhood,  and  shall  immediately  issue  an 
order  of  a similar  kind  for  the  security  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Maine. 

A few  weeks  since,  agreeably  to  the  request  of 
general  Dearborn,  1 detached  eleven  hundred  mili- 
tia for  three  months,  for  the  defence  of  our  sea  coast, 
and  placed  them  under  his  command  as  superinten- 
dant  of  this  military  district,  but  such  objections 
and  inconveniences  have  arisen  from  that  measure 
that  it  cannot  now  be  repeated.  The  militia  called 


out  on  tins  occasion,  will  be  placed  under  the  imme- 
diate command  of  a major-general  of  the  militia. 

I will  thank  you,  sir,  to  consult  with  the  president, 
and  inform  me  whether  the  expenses  thus  necessari- 
ly incurred  for  our  protection  will  be  ultimately  re- 
imbursed to  this  state  by  the  general  government  ; 
*nd  I shall  be  particularly  obliged  if  you  will  favor 
me  with  an  answer  as  soon  as  may  be,  as  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  state  will  meet  on  the  5th  of  the  next 
month. 

I am  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 
and  humble  servant,  CALEB  STRONG. 

Mr.  Secretary  Monroe. 

Copy  of  the  Secretary's  answer. 

Department  of  State,  Sept.  17,  1814. 

Sin — T have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  excel- 
lency’s letter  of  the  seventh  instant. 

The  attack  of  t he  enemy  op  Baltimore  and  proba- 
ble eventual  attack  on  other  places,  with  the  heavy 
duties  incident  thereto  pressing  on  this  department 
have  prevented  my  answering  it  at  an  earlier  day. 

It  may  be  satisfactory  to  your  excellency  for  me 
to  explain  the  views  and  principles  on  which  this  go- 
vernment has  acted,  in  regard  to  the  defence  of  our 
eastern  fiontier. 

It  was  anticipated,  soon  after  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  that  while  it  lasted,  every  part  of  the 
union,  especially  the  sea-board,  would  be  exposed 
to  some  degree  of  danger,  greater  or  less,  accord- 
ing to  the  spirit  with  which  the  war  might  be  waged. 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  government  to  make  the  best 
provision  against  the  danger  which  might  be  practi- 
cable, and  it  was  proper  that  the  provision  should 
continue  while  the  cause  existed. 

The  arrangement  of  the  United  States  into  milita- 
ry districts,  with  a certain  portion  of  ihe  regular 
force,  artillery  and  infantry,  under  an  officer  of  the 
regular  army,  of  experience  and  high  rank,  in  each 
district,  with  power  to  call  for  the  militia,  as  cir- 
cumstances might  require,  was  adopted  with  a view 
to  afford  the  best  protection  to  every  part  that  cir- 
sumstances  would  admit. 

It  was  presumed,  that  the  establishment  of  a small 
force  of  the  kind  stated,  constituting  the  first  ele- 
ments of  an  army,  in  each  district,  to  be  aided  by 
the  militia  in  case  of  emergency,  would  be  adequate, 
to  its  defence.  Such  a force  of  infantry  aud  artillery, 
might  repel  small  predatory  parties,  and  forma  ral- 
lying point  for  the  militia,  at  the  more  exposed  and 
important  stations,  incase  of  more  formidable  inva- 
sion. A regular  officer  of  experience  stationed  in 
the  district,  acting  under  the  authority,  and  pursu- 
ing the  will  of  the  government,  might  digest  plans 
for  its  defence  ; select  proper  points  for  works,  and 
superintend  the  erection  of  them,  call  for  supplies 
of4  oidnance,  for  tents  and  camp  equipage,  for  small 
arms  and  other  munitions  of  war;  call  for  the  mili- 
tia, and  dispose  of  the  whole  force.  These  duties, 
it  was  believed,  could  not  be  performed  with  equal 
advantage  by  the  officers  of  the  militia,  who  being 
called  into  service  for  short  terms,  would  not  have 
it  .in  their  power,  however  well  qualified  they  might 
be  in  other  respects,  to  digest  plans,  and  preserve 
that  chain  of  connection  and  system  in  the  whole  bu- 
siness, which  seemed  to  be  indispensable. 

On  great  consideration,  this  arrangement  was 
deemed  the  most  eligible,  that  could  be  adopted  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  Unired  Stales.  Indeed  none 
occurred  that  could  be  placed  in  competition  with 
it.  In  this  mode  the  national  government  acts  by  its 
proper  organs,  over  whom  it  lias  control,  and  for 
whose  engagements  it  is  responsible. 

The  measures  which  may  be  adopted  by  a state 
government  for  the  defence  of  a state,  must  be  con- 
sidered as  its  own  injures,  not  those  of  the  United 
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State-;.  The  expenses  attending  them  are  chargeable 
to  the  state,  aiul  not  to  the  United  States.  \ our  ex- 
cellency will  perceive  that  a different  construction 
would  lead  into  the  most  important,  and,  as  is  be- 
lieved, into  the  most  pernicious  consequences.  It  « 

state  could  call  out  the  militia,  and  subject  the  U. 

■R  ates  to  the  expense  of  supporting  th  m,  at  its  idea- 
sure,  the  national  authority  would  cease  as  to  that 
important  object,  and  the  nation  be  charged  with 
expenses,  in  the  measures  producing  which  the  na* 
tion  d government  had  no  agency,  and  over  which  it 
could  have  no  control.  This,  however,  though  a 
serious  objection  to  such  a construction  is  not  the 
most  weighty,  By  taking  the  defence  of  the  state 
into  its  own  hands  and  out  of  those  of  the  general 
government,  .a  policy  is  introduced  on  the  tendency 
ajf  which  1 forbear  to  comment.  I shall  rema  k only, 
that  if  a close  union  of  the  states  and  a harmonious 
co-operation  between  them  and  the  general  govern- 
ment, are  at  any  time  necessary  tor  the  preservation 
-of  their  indepen  dence,  and  of  those  inestimable  li- 
bertiespvhich  were  achieved  by  the  valor  and  iflood 
of  our  ancestors,  that  time  may  be  considered  as 
having  arrived. 

It  follows  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  that  if 
the  force  which  has  been  put  into  service  by  your 
excellency  has  been  required  bv  major-general  Dear- 
born, or  received  by  him  and  put  under  his  Command, 
that  the  expenses  attending  it  will  be  defrayed  by 
the  United  S ales  Tt  follows  likewise  as  a necessary 
consequence,  that  if  this  force  has  been  c. f iled  into 
service  bv  the  authority  of  the  state,  independent- 


C red  it  will  be  given  to  the  state  for  such  advance, 
and  the  amount  be  considered  a loan  to  the  United 
Sta  tes. 

1 have  the  honor  to  he,  with  the  highest  respect, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

J AS.  MONROE. 


His  excellency  Caleb  Sir  eng,  £Jc  &c. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  the  governor  of  Rhodc-Islur.d  to 
(he  governor  of  JHussachussetts. 

Providence,  Sept.  21,  1814. 

Sin— By  virtue  of  certain  resolutions  passed  by 
the  general  assembly  of  this  state,  at  their  session 
holden  on  the  15th  day  of  September  instant,  l am 
authorized  arid  requested;  in  case  of  the  invasion  of 
the  neighboring  states,  to  march  immediately  to 
their  assistance  such  part  of  the  military  force  of 
this  stale  as  shall  be  by  me  thought  expedient  to  de- 
tach for  that  service.  And  1 am  also  requested  to 
assure  your  excellency  of  the  readiness  of  this  state 
to  render  you  all  the  aid  *nd  assistance  in  our  pow- 
er, in  case  of  invasion  or  imminent  danger  thereof, 
and  to  solicit  the  co-operation  of  your  state,  and 
vour  speedy  aid  and  assistance  in  case  of  an  inva- 
sion of  this  state,  or  of  imminent  danger  thereof. 

I liav^  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  JONES. 
7/i's. excellency  Caleb  Strong,  Esq. 

Copy  of  the  governor's  ans-crer. 

Boston,  Sept.  23,  1814. 

Sin — I have  received  your  obligingcomrrmnication 
of  the  21st  inst.  and  shall  lay  it  before  the  legisla- 


lyof  map  gen.  Dearborn,  and  be  not  placed  under] ture  of  this  state  which  will  assemble  on  the  5th  of 
him,  as  commander  of  the  district,  tint  the  stat^”  October  next.  I have  no  doubt  they  will  sincerely 
of  Massachusetts  is  chargeable  with  the  expense 
and  not  the  United  Slates.  Any  claim  which  thp 
state  may  have  to  reimbursement,  must  be  judged  of 
hereafter,  by  the  competent  authority,  on  a full  view 
of  all  the  circumstances  attending  it.  It  is  a ques- 
tion which  is  beyond  the  authority  of  the  executive. 

Your  excellency  will  perceive  that  this  government 


Your  excellency  will  perceive  tiiat  this  gover 
has  no  other  alternative  than  to  adhere  to  a system 
of  defence  which  was  adopted  on  great  cons  dera- 
tion with  the  best  view  to  the  general  welfare,  or  ts 
abandon  it,  and  with  it  a principle  held  sacred  ; 
thereby  shrinking  from  its  duly,  at  a moment  of 

. • ..  _ • .i 


reciprocate  the  sentiments  expressed  by  your  gene- 
ral assembly. 

In  the  meantime  I pray  you  to  be  assured  that  I 
shall  be  ready  to  co-operate  with  you  in  the  present 
alarming  state  of  public  affairs,  and  in  case  of  in- 
vasion of  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  or  of  imme- 
diate danger  thereof,  to  afford  all  ihe  aid  and  assist- 
ance which  the  powers  with  which  I am  entrusted 
enable  me  to  render. 

And  that  I arn  with  very  great  respect,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

CALEB  STRONG; 


great  peril,  weakening  the  guards  deemed  necessary  i ///<?  excellency  William  Jones, 
for  the  public  safety,  and  opening  the  door  to  other 1 r ..  . . /• 

consequences  not  less  dangerous. 

By  these  remarks  it  is  not  intended  to  convey  the 
idea,  that  a militia  officer  of  a superior  grade  regu- 
larly called  into  service,  shall  not  command  an  offi- 
-cer  of  the  regular  army,  of  inferior  grade,  when 
acting  together.  No  such  idea  is  entertained  by  the 
government.  The  militia  are  relied  upon  essential- 
ly for  the  defence  of  the  country.  In  their  hands 
every  thing  is  safe  ********.  It  is  the  ob- 
ject of  the  government  to  impose  on  them  no  bur- 
thens, which  it  may  be  possible  to  avoid ; and  to 
protect  them  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  all  their  rights. 

The  various  points  which  are  attacked  and  menaced 
by  the  enemy,  especially  in  this  quarter,  where  they 
are  waging* in  considerable  force,  a predatory  and 
desolating  warfare,  make  it  difficult  to  provide  im- 
mediately for  all  the  necessary  expenditures.  Any 
aid  which  the  state  of  Massachusetts  may  afford  to 
the  United  States,  to  meet  these  expenditures,  will 
be  cheerfully  received,  and  applied  to  the  payment 
and  support  of  the  militia  of  that  state,  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States.  It  will  be  proper  that 
the  money  thus  advanced  should  be  deposited  in 
some  bank  in  Boston,  that  the  disbursement  of  it 
maybe  made  under  the  authority  of  the  government 
«f  the  United  States,  as  in  similar  cases  elsewhere. 


governor  of  the  slate  of  Rhode -Island. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday , October  8th. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  message  of 
his  excellency,  with  the  documents  accompanying 
the  same,  respectfully  report  in  part — 

That  the  unhappy  and  ruinous  war,  declared 
against  Great  Britain,  has  assumed  an  aspect  of 
great  and  immediate  danger  to  this  commonwealth. 
The  persevering  invasion  of  Canada,  has,  at  length, 
produced,  as  by  natural  consequence,  the  invasion  of 
our  Atlantic  trontier,  and  River  towns.  A portion  of 
the  territory  of  this  state,  is  already  in  the  actual 
occupation  of  tlie  enemy,  and  the  sea -coast,  in  all 
such  parts  as  may  he  deemed  assailable,  is  openly 
menaced  with  desolation.  To  defend  our  soil,  and 
to  rt^iei  the  invader,  no  force  or  means,  bearing  any 
proportion  to  the  emergency,  have  been  provided  by 
the  national  government.  It  was  justlv  to  have  been 
expected,  that,  before  hostilities  were  provoked 
from  a formidable  enemy,  or,  at  least  that,  at  some 
period  subsequent  to  their  commencement,  means  of 
defence  and  protection  would  have  been  afforded  to 
a sea-coast  so  extended,  and  so  exposed  to  the  ra- 
vages of  an  enemy,  as  that  of  Massachusetts.  But 
events  forbid  a reliance  on  any  such  expectation.  The 
principal  part  of  the  regular  force  raised,  or  at 
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lime  quartered  in  this  state,  has  been  withdrawn  h»r 
the  w:ir  on  the  Canada  border.  The  fortifications, 
Until  lately  strengthened  by  the  exertions  of  our  own 
fcitizens,  were  essentially  defective,  and  the  navy  in 
a.  situation  calculated  to  invite,  rather  than  repel  ag- 
gression, and  to  require  protection,  instead  of  afford- 
ing it.  Indeed,  when  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  war  was  declared,  and  has  been  prosecuted,  are 
viewed  in  connexion  with  the  utter  neglect  of  the  or- 
dinary preparation  for  such  a stale;  the  inference  is 
fairly  warranted,  that  the  American  cabinet  intended 
no  other  means  of  defence  for  this  state,  but  such  as 
a brave  and  free  people  would  feel  themselves  impel- 
led to  make,  bv  their  own  sense  of  danger  and  love 
of  country.  That  it  relied  upou  the  passions  and 
sufferings,  incidc-nt  to  a state  of  war,  to  overcome  the 
repugnance  so  universally  felt  by  our  citizens  to  the 
ur  just  and  ruinous  contest;  and  to  leave  them  at  li- 
berty to  drain  our  population  and  our  treasures  for 
the  protection  of  their  favorite  enterprises.  But  when 
the  commonwealth  was  found  to  be  in  danger  of  in- 
vasion, the  people  have  not  paused  to  consider  the 
motives  or  objects  of  their  national  rulers,  in  leaving 
them  defenceless;  but  at  the  summons  of  their  go- 
vernor, they  have  repaired  to  the  standard  of  their 
country,  with  a zeal  and  alacrity  which  demonstrate, 
that  the  principles  which  unite  men  of  every  class 
and  description  in  the  determination  to  conquer  or 
die  in  its  defence,  are  not  enfeebled  by  our  party  di- 
visions. Thousands  of  brave  and  hardy  yeomanry, 
composing  a part  of  a well  provided  and  well  disci- 
plined militia,  have  hastened  to  the  post  of  danger, 
and  other  thousands  are  ready  to  follow,ut  a moment’s 
warning.  The  most  liberal  and  effectual  aid  lias 
been  afforded  in  erecting  forts  and  batteries;  and  but 
one  spirit  animates  the  whole,  mass  of  our  citizens, 
with  the  invincible  resolution  of  defending  their  na- 
tive land  against  the  incursions  of  an  enemy,  who  has 
not  discriminated  between  those  who  anxiously 
sought  peace,  and  those  who  have  wantonly  provoked 
the  war.  It  is  however  a fact,  not  to  be  disguised, 
that  while  the  people  of  this  state  with  the  blessing 
of  Heaven,  have  confidence  in  the  sufficiency  of  their 
resources,  for  defending  their  own  soil,  if  applied  ex 
clusively  to  this  object,  yet  they  cannot  be  supposed 
equal  to  this,  and  also  competent  to  respond  to  the 
heavy  and  increasing  demands  of  the  national  govern- 
ment. 

The  state  of  the  national  treasury,  as  exhibited  by 
the  proper  officer,  requires  an  augmentation  of  exist- 
ing taxes,  and  if  in  addition  to  these,  the  people  of 
Massachuset  ts,  deprived  of  their  commerce,  and  har- 
rassed  by  a formidable  enemy,  are  compelled  to  pro- 
vide for  the  indispensable  .duly  of  self-defence,  it 
must  soon  become  impossible  for  them  to  sustain 
this  burden.  There  remains  to  them  therefore  no 
alternative  bub  submission  to  the  enemy,  or  the  con- 
trol of  their  own  resources,  to  repel  his  aggressions. 
It  is  impossible  to  hesitate  in  making  the  election. 
This  people  are  not  ready  for  conquest  or  submis- 
sion. But  being  ready  and  determined  to  defend 
themselves,  and  having  no  other  adequate  means  of 
defence,  they  have  the  greatest  need  of  those  re- 
sources derivable,  from  themselves,  which  the  na- 
tional government  has  hitherto  thought  proper  to 
employ  elsewhere. 

Your  committee  are  also  of  opinion,  that  if  the 
war  is  to  continue,  provision  for  a military  force,  in 
addition  to  the  ordinary  militia,  must  be  resorted  to; 
that  a considerable  force  must  be  embodied,  and 
maintained,  ready  to  meet  the  enemy  in  his  varied 
and  distant  enterprises— that  the  continual  calls  upon 
great  bodies  of  militia,  to  march  from  home,  at  all 
seasons,  ami  to  remain  at  a distance  from  their  fit- 
larties,  will  be  the  mo  re  oppressive,  and  least  econo- 


mical of  any  mode  of  defence  which  can  be  deviso 
in  a protracted  warfare. 

But  while  your  committee  think,  that,  the  people 
of  this  commohwealtli  ought  to  unite,  and  that  they 
will  unite,  under  any  circumstances,  at  the  hazard  of 
all  that  is  dear,  in  repelling  an  invading  foe,  it  is  not 
believed, that  tins  solemn  obligation  imposes  silence, 
npon  their  just  complaints  against  the  authors  of  the 
national  misfortunes.  It  is  on  the  contrary,  a sacred 
duty,  to  hold  g^>  to  view  on  all  occasions  the  de- 
structive policy,  by  which  as  tale  of  unparalleled  na- 
tional felicity  has  been  converted  into  one  of  humi- 
liation and  danger,  believing,  that,  unless  an  almost 
ruined  people  will  discard  the  men  and  change  tire 
measures  which  have  induced  this  state  of  peril  and 
suffering,  the  day  of  their  political  salvation  is  past. 
It  should  never  be  forgotten  that  this  disastrous  con- 
dition of  public  affairs,  has  been  forced  upon  Massa- 
chusetts, not  merely  against  her  consent,  but  m op- 
position to  her  most  earnest  protestations.  From 
the  moment  that  the  administration,  yielding  to  its 
own  passions,  and  calculations  of  party  power,  com- 
menced its  system  of  commercial  hostility  to  Great 
Britain,  and  of  conform  ity  to  the  views  of  the  late  t>  - 
rant  of  France,  its  tendency  to  involve  the  nation  in 
the  most  needless  and  cruel  embarrassments,  was 
distinctly  foreseen,  and  declared  by  former  legisla- 
tures. The  insufficiency  of  our  youthful,  though 
flourishing  commerce,  to  cope  with  that  of  Great 
Britain  in  a struggle  of  restrictions,  was  announced 
by  the  united  warning  of  those  best  versed  in  a know- 
ledge of  this  subject.  It  was  never  doubted  by  these 
persons,  tiiat  a war  with  Great  Britain,  would  be  ac- 
companied by  an  extinction  of  commerce;  by  the  ba- 
nishment of  our  sailors;  the  desolation  of  our  coast, 
the  blockade  and  invasion  of  our  sea  ports,  the 
failure  of  national  credit;  the  necessity  of  oppres- 
sive taxes;  and  the  consummation  of  national  ruin 
by  an  alliance  with  the  late  despot  of  Europe, 
from  which  greatest  of  all  calamities  we  have  been 
preserved  only  by  his  fall.  Of  all  these  evils,  were 
our  rulers  forewarned  by  Massachusetts,  whose  vital 
Interests  were  thus  put  in  jeopardy;  and  they  were 
implored  by  every  consideration  of  policy  and  huma- 
nity, to  stay  their  hands  from  the  cruel  and  wanton 
sacrifice  of  the  interests  of  those  who  asked  from 
them,  nolhing  but  the  privilege  of  pursuing  their 
own  industrious  callings.  But  government  deaf  to 
this  voice,  and  listening  to  men  distinguished  in  their 
native  state  only  by  their  disloyalty  to  its  interests, 
and  the  enjoyment  of  a patronage  bestowed  upon 
them  as  its  price,  have  affected  to  consider  the  pa- 
triotic citizens  of  this  great  state  as  tainted  with  dis- 
affection to  the  union  and  with  predilection  for  Great 
Britain,  and  have  lavished  the  public  treasury  in  vain 
attempts  to  fix  by  evidence  this  odious  imputation. 
Thus  dishonored  and  deprived  of  all  influence  in  the 
national  councils,  this  state  has  been  dragged  into 
an  unnatural  and  distressing  war,  and  its  safety,  per- 
haps its  liberties,  endangered. 

It  is  therefore  with  great  concern,  that  your  com- 
mittee are  obliged  todeclare  their  conviction, that  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  persons  in  power,  has  failed  to  secure 
to  this  commonwealth,  and  as  they  believe  to  the 
eastern  section  of  this  union,  those  equal  rights  and 
benefits,  which  were  the  great  objects  of  its  forma- 
tion, and  which  they  cannot  relinquish  without  iiiin 
to  themselves  and  posterity.  These  grievances  jus- 
tify and  require  vigorous,  persevering  and  peaceable 
exertions  to  unite  those  who  realize  the  sufferings, 
and  foresee  the  dangers  of  the  country,  in  some  sys- 
tem of  I'.t^’asures,  to  obtain  relief,  for  which  the  or- 
dinary mode  of  procuring  amendments  to  tin?  const!- 
.ution  affords  no  reasonable  expectation,  in  season  to 
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nrevent-the  completion  of  its  ruin.  The  people  how-  jand  concerns,  ami  upon  the  best  means  of  preserving' 
■ever,  possess  the  means  of  certain  redress;  and  when  {our  resources  and  of  defence  against  the  enemy,  and 
their  safety,  which  is  the  supreme  law,  is  in  ques-  to  devise  und  suggest  for  adoption  those  respv-c- 
tion,  these  means  should  be  promptly  applied.  The  live  states,  such  measures  as  they  may  deem  exp  Mi- 
ffamevs  of  the  constitution,  made  provision  to  amend  lent;  ami  also  to  take  measures,  if  they  shall  think, 
defects  which  were  known  he  incidental  to  every  j proper  for  procuring  a convention  of  delegates  from 
human  institution:  and  the  provision  itsfelf  was  not  all  the -United  States,  in  order  to  revise  the  consti- 
less  liable  to  be  found  defective  upon  experiment,  tution  thereof,  and  more  effectually  to  secure  the 
than  o',  her  parts  of  the  instrument.  When  this  de-j  support  and  attachment  of  ail  the  people  by  placing 
ficiency  becomes  apparent,  no  reason  can  preclude  j all  upon  the  basis  of  fair  representation, 
the  right  of  the  whole  people  who  were  parties  toj  Resolved,  That  a circular  letter  from  this  legisln- 
it  to  adopt  another;  and  it  is  not  a presumptuous  ex- 1 Hire,  signed  by  the  president  of  the  senate,  and 
pectation,  that  a spirit  of  equity  and  justice,  en-  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  be  addressed 
lightened  by  experience,  would  enable  them  to  re-do  the  executive  government  each  of  said  sixties, 
concile-conflicting  interests,  and  obviate  the  princi-  to  b»  communicated  to  their  legislatures,  explaining 
pal  cause  of  those  dissections,  which  unfit  govern-  j the  objects  of  the  proposed  conference  and  inviting 
mcnl  for  a state  of  peace  and  of  war,  and  so  to  amend  them  to  c oncur  In  sending  delegates  thereto. 

the  constitution,  as  to  give  vigor  and  duration  to  the  j Resolved,  That  on  the day  o! instant, 

union  of  the  staves.  But  as  a proposition  for  such  a | this  legislature  will,  by  joint  ballot,  elect  — 

convention  from  a single  state,  would  probably  be  {persons  to  meet  such  delegates  as  may  be  appointed 

unsuccessful,  and  our  danger  admits  not  of  delay,  it  1 by  the  said  states,  or  either  of  them,  at in  tha 

is  recommended  by  the  committee,  (that  in  the  fiyst  J state  of . 

instance,  a conference  should  be  invited  between!  KMFG1?T 

those  states,  the  affinity  of  whose  interests  is  closest,  I On  so  much  of  the  message  of  Lis  excellency  the  go- 
and  whose  habits  or  intercourse,  from  their  local  si-}  vevnor  as  relates  to  his  application  Jo  the  secretary 
tuatiou  and  other  causes  are  most  frequent,  to  the  at  -roar,  and  the  answer  thereto. 

■.end,  that  by  a comparison  of  their  sentiments  and  I The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  message 
views,  some  mode  of  defence  suited  to  the  circum-  ef  his  excellency  the  governor,  and  the  document*; 
stances  and  exigencies  of  those  states  and  measures  j accompanying  the  same,  beg  leave  to  report  as  to  so 
for  accelerating  the  return  of  public  prosperity  may  | much  thereof  as  relates  to  application  made  to 
be  devised;  and  also  to  enable  the  delegates  from  I the  secretary  at  war,  on  the  subject  of  having  the 
those  stales,  should  they  deem  it  expedient  to  Ifltyj  militia  called  into  service  for  the  defence  of  tins 
the  .foundation  for  a radical  reform  in  the  national  j state.;  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  application  of  ins 
compact  by  inviting  to  a future  convention,  a depu- 1 excellency  to  the  secretary  at  war,  on  the  se’ .end: 
Nation  from  all  the  state*  in  the  union.  They  there-  of  September  last,  on  the  subject  of  the  militia,  was 


i'ore  report  the  following  resolves — which  are  sub- 
mitted. 

II.  G.  OTIS,  per  order. 

Resolved,  That  the  calamities  of  war  being  now 
'brought  home  to  the  territory  of  this  commonwealth; 
u portion  of  it,  being  in  the  occupation  of  the  ene- 
my, our  sea-coast  and  rivers  being  invaded  in  seve- 
ral places,  and  in  all  exposed  to  immediate  danger, 
the  people  of  Massachusetts  are  impelled  by  the 


ghly  proper;  and  corresponds  with  the  watchful- 
ness and  zeal  which  his  excellency  has  always  mani*. 
fested,  in  guarding  the  rights  and  interests  of  this 
commonwealth. 

That  the  answer  of  the  secretary  at  war,  to  the 
application  so  made,  is  of  a character  justly  to  alarm 
the  citizens  of  this  state,  and  especially  that  por- 
tion of  them  who  have  been,  and  those  who  mny  be 
necessarily  called  into  service,  ami  who  will  also  be 


duty  ox  self-defence,  and  by  all  the  feelings  and  at- 1 called  on,  to  pay  their  proportion*,  respectively,  of 
tachments  which  bind  good  citizens  to  their  country,  ] the  sums  assessed,  and  to  be  assessed,  as  to  direct 
to  unite  in  the  most  vigorous  measures  for  defend- 1 taxes  : no  p art  of  which  sums  seems  intended  to  he 
ing  the  state  and  expelling  the  invader,  and  no  par- {applied  in  defending  this  state  from  invasion,  or  in 
ty  feelings,  or  political  dissenlions  can  ever  interferejeompensating  the  militia  for  their  services, 
with  the  discharge  of  this  exalted  duty.  j The  tenor  of  the  answer  of  the  secretary  at  war. 

Resolved , That  provision  be  made  by  law  for  has  induced  your  committee  to  recur  to  the  princi- 
•raisiug  by  voluntary  enlistment  for  twelve  months  or  {pies  of  the  compact  entered  into  between  this  state 


■during  the  war,  a number  of  troops  not  exceeding 
len  thousand  to  be  organized  and  officered  by  the 
.governor,  for  the  defence  of  the  state. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  authorized  to  ac. 


and  the  United  Staets. 

It  is  provided  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  Mhe .constitution,  that  “the  ‘United  States 
shall  guarantee  loo  very  state  in  this  union,  a repub-. 


cept  the  services  of  any  volunteers,'  and  to  organize  j.lican  form  of  government ; and  shall  protect  each 
them  as  part  of  the  aforesaid  troops,  who  shall  hold  j of  them  against  invasion.”  To  enVgle  the  United 


themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  a moment's 
warning  to  any  partjxf  the  commonwealth,  who  shall 
be  entitled  to  full  pay  and  rations,  when  in  actual 
service,  and  to  a just  compensation  short  of  full  pay, 
to  be  provided  by  law,  during  the  entire  term  of 
itheir  enlistment. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  authorized  te  bor- 
>w  from  time 
-million  of  dollars,  at  ai 

.pet-  cent,  and  that  the  faith  of  this  government  be 
pledged  to  provide  funds  at  the  next  session  of  this 
legislature  at  furthest  for  the  payment  of  the  in- j president  shall  be  commander  in-chief  of  the  army 
tereston  the  sums  borrowed.  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  militia  of 

Resolved,  That  persons  be  appointed  as  de-  the  several  states,  when  called  into  the  actual  ser- 

■legates  from  this  legislature  to  meet  and  confer  with  j vice  of  the  United*Stales.” 

delegates  from  the  sta^s  of  New-England,  or  any  Before  the  adoption  of  the  national  form  of  go- 
•oftli^m,  upon  the  subjects  of  their  public  grievances  'vernment,  the  slate  of  Massachusetts  possessed 


States  to  do  this,  power  is  given  by  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  first  article,  “to  call  forth  the  militia  to 
execute  the  laws  of  tiie  union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, repel  invasions ; to  provide  for  organizing, 
arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia  ; for  governing 
such, part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  die  service 
of  the  United  States,  reserving  to  the  states,  respec- 
tively, the  appointment  of  the  officers,  and  the  autho- 
rity of  training  the  militia  according  to  the  disci- 
pline prescribed  by  congress.”  And  by  the  second 
section  of  the  second  articls,  it  is  provided,  that  “the 


]52  NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER — SATURDAY  NOVEMBER  12,  1814 


every  a' tribute  of  sovereignty,  anl  the  people  of 
this  stale  would  not  have  surrendered  those  relating 
to  peace  and  war,  negotiation  with  foreign  powers, 
and  to  the  resources  or'  this  community,  founded  in 
taxation,  but  upon  the  assurance  that  the  surrender* 
e!  attributes  wou.d  have  bden  used,  among  other 
purposes,  v>  provide  for  the  common  defence,  to 
to  protect  this  state  against  invasion,  to  promote 
file  general  welfare;  and  to  secure  the  blessings  of 
liberty  to  them,  and  their  posterity.  At  a moment 
then,  when  a war  voluntarily  commenced  by  our  na- 
tional rulers,  is  prosecuted  to  conquer  the  provinces 
of  the  enemy,  and  is  retaliated  upon  the  Atlantic 
states*  with  powerful  fleets  and  armies,  which  ac- 
cording to  the  late  proclamation  of  the  president  of 
the  United  Spates,  have  come  to  desolate  every  as- 
sailable place,  the  committee  cm  not  but  consider 
the  answer  of  the  secretary  at  war  as  further  evi- 
dence of  a disposition  cn  the  part  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration to  withhold  these  equal  benefits  of  the 
union  to  which  tills  commonwealth  is  entitled. 

It  appears  from  this  answer,  that  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  soon  after  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  anticipated  that  “the  seaboard  would 
be  exposed  to  some  degree  of  danger,  according  to 
the  spirit  with  which  the  war  might  be  waged;” 
and  although  the  armies  of  tjie  United  States  were 
(employed  to  effect  the  conquest  of  Canada,  and  it 
was  therefore,  certain  that  the  Atlantic  frontier 
would  be  invaded,  the#only  provision  made  by  the 
United  States  against  the  impending  danger,  con- 
sisted in  dividing  the  United  States  into  military 
districts,  “with  a cerlain  portion  of  regular  force, 
artillery  and  infantry,  under  an  officer  of  the  regular 
army,  of  experience  and  high  rank,  with  power  to 
call  for  the  militia  as  circumstances  might  require.” 

If  this  arrangement  was  intended  as  a perform  me: 
of  the' highly  responsible  duties,  which  the  United 
States  had  assumed  towards  the  individual  states,  it 
behoves  the  state  of  Massachusetts  to  enquire,  whe- 
ther these  acts  were  a performance  of  these  duties  ; 
and  if  not,  to  seek  that  redress  which  is  consistent 
with  its  rights  ; and  to  ascertain  the  measures  ne- 
cessary to  be  adopted  to  meet  the  dangers  which  the 
policy  of  the  national  government  has  produced. 

The  committee  do  not  find  in  any  terms,  used  in 
the  constitution,  nor  by  any  fair  construct  ion  of  that 
instrument,  a power  vested  in  the  president  of 
the  United  Suites,  to  place  the  militia  under  the 
command  of  any  officer  of  the  regular  army  of  the 
United  States.  When  the  militia  is  called  forth  for 
any  purpose,  intended  hy  the  constitution,  they  are 
to  be  commanded  by  their  own  officers,  subject  to 
tiie  command  of  the  president. 

But  independently  of  this  assumption  of  power  by 
which  the  militia  would  be  subject  to  the  perform- 
ance of  duty  indefinite  as  to  time  or  place,  it  is  not 
known  to  your  committee,  that  any  such  force,  as  is 
referred  to  in  the  answer  of  the  secretary  of  war, 
lus  been  stationed  within  this  commonwealth  ; nor 
do  they  know  that  any  part  of  the  regular  army  has 
been  employed  within  this  state,  excepting  to  re- 
cruit the  armies  employed  on  the  borders  of  Canada, 
ml  excepting  also  the  number  of  men  usually  em- 
ployed in  the  forts  of  the  United  States  in  time  of 
peace.  In  the  mean  time  the  whole  burden  of  defence 
li  is  devolved,  in  the  most  inconvenient  and  costly 
form  on  the  citizens  of  this  state  ; who  have  been 
c died  from  their  families,  and  their  daily  employ- 
ments, and  who  would  not  have  been  disposed  to 
obey  the  call,  but  from  an  highly  honorable  sense  of 
duty.  To  the  enquiry  of  his  excellency  the  governor, 
whether  the  expenses  thus  necessarily  incurred  for 
tue  protection  of  this  state  from  invasion,  would  be 
reimbursed  by  the  United  States,  the  secretary  of 


war  answers — “ That  the  measures  which  may  bo 
“ adopted  bv  a state  government  for  the  defence  of 
“ a state,  must  be  considered  as  its  own  measures, 
f*  not  those  of  the  United  Slates.  That  die  expenses 
“ attending  them  are  chargeable  to  the  state,  and 
“ not  to  the  United  Sta  ♦*  ” 

When  the  people  of  this  commonwealth  call  to 
mind,  that  since  the  adoption  of  the  iederal  consti- 
tution, thirty  millions  of  dollars  have  been  collected 
in  this  state,  and  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  ; when  they  are  daily  reminded,  by  collec- 
tion of  taxes,  that  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  six- 
teen thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars 
is  now  in  process  of  collection,  as  a direct  tax  ; when 
they  reflect  that  ofthe.sum  of  eleven  millions  six  hun- 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars  already  appro- 
priated for  tiie  year  1814,  they  will  be  called  on  to 
pay  one  million  two  hundred  and  sixty  five  thousand 
dollars,  and  that  the  proportion  of  this  state,  for 
the  fifty  millions  that  must  be  raised  for  the  year 
1815,  if  the  expenses  of  that  year  should  be  as  gieat 
as  they  have  been  during  the  year  1814,  will  exceed 
five  millions  and  three  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
they  cannot  learn  without  indignation,  that  no  part 
of  these  sums  are  intended  to  be  applied  in  defray- 
ing the  expenses  incurred  by  them,  in  protecting 
themselves  against  invasion,  unless  the  militid  have 
been,  called  fur  bv  an  officer  of  the  regular  arwv  *J  the 
United  Sluiest  and  the  expense  incurred  under  his  di- 
rection. 

Your  committee  are  opinion,  that  the  legislature 
of  Massachusetts  are  bound  to  preserve,  by  ail  the 
means  in  their  power,  the  resources  of  the  state  so 
far  as  may  be  necessary  for  defence  in  their  present 
perilous  and  distressing  circumstances.  But  having 
been  informed  that  tiie  expenses  which  have  been 
incurred,  and  those  which  will  be  necessarily  incur- 
red, in  defending  this  state  against  invasion,  cannot 
be  ascertained  during  the  present  session  of  the  le- 
gislature ; and  presuming  that  the  amount  thereof 
will  be  made  known  to  the.  legislature  at  the  next 
•session,  and  that  such  statements  and  information 
will  accompany  the  same  as  to  his  excellency  the 
governor  may  seem  proper,  your  committee  re- 
spectfully commend  that  the  further  consideration 
olv  tills  subject  be  referred  to  the  next  session  of  the 
geneial  court. 

1).  A.  WHITE,  per  order. 

In  senate,  Oct.  IS,  1814 — Bead  and  accepted. 

Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

JOHN  PHILLIPS,  president. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,- Oct.  18. 

Bead  and  concurred, 

TIMOTHY  BIGELOW,  Speaker. 

In  the  house  of  representatives , Oct.  5. 

Soon  after  the  house  was  called  to  order,  a motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Low  of  Lyman,  which  was  laid  on 
the  table  : 

JMoved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  all  the  JYeie-  England  stales  and  see  if  they  will 
agree  to  appoint  a committee  to  join  them,  and  re- 
pair to  the  city  of  Washington  immediately,  then 
and  there  personally  to  make  known  to  the  president, 
the  general  opinion  of  all  the  New  England  states 
in  regard  to  the  present  war,  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  conducted,  and  inform  him  that 
he  must  either  resign  his  olfice,  as  president,  or  re- 
move those  ministers  and  other  officers  of  the  gene- 
ral government,  who  have  by  their  nefarious  plans 
ruined  the  nation — with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 

otherwise. Bead,  and  to-moirow,  at  eleven 

o’clock,  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

[This  motion  was  withdrawn  the  next  day.] 

The  resolutions  attached  to  the  report  signed  If 
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f;.  Otis  (inserted  above)  were  adopted  on  the  13th  of 
October.  The  first  with  only  3 dissentients— on  the 
fc-cond  the  votes  were  248  for  and  7S  against  it.  The 
third  and  fouth  were  passed  without  debate.  I he 
fit  ill  occasioned  a long  discussion,  out  was  carried 
260  to  90— The  sixth  and  seventh  were  passed  by 
about  the  same  majority. 

October  19— The  convention  of  both  houses  pro- 
ceeded to  the  choice  of  twelve  delegates,  to  meet 
and  confer  [on  the  1 5th  December  next ] with  such  as 
may  be  chosen  by  any  or  all  of  the  other  New  Eng- 
land states  upon  our  public  grievances  and  concerns 

when  the  committee  appointed  to  collect  and 

count  the  votes,  reported,  that  the  whole  number 
was  215;  and  that  the  following  gentlemen  were 
elected : 

lion.  George  Cabot,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Timothy 
Bigelow,  Nathan  Dana,  William  Prescott,  Samuel 
S.  NVilde,  George  Bliss,  Joshua  Thomas,  Rod ij all 
Haylies,  Joseph  Lyman,  Daniel  Waldo,  Stephen 
Longfellow. 

And  they  were  declared  to  fye  unanimously  chosen. 

Then  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  usual  time  of  the 
winter  session. 

% [The  delegates  were  appointed  by  the  votes  only 
of  215  members.  The  house,  I believe,  consists  of 
nearly  500.  The  republicans  did  not  vote  in  the 
election,  in  either  branch  of  the  legislature.] 


PROTEST 

Of  the  minority  of  the  senate  of  Massachusetts, 
against  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  of  the 
legislature  on  the  governor’s  message. 

5’c  the  honorable  the  senate  of  Massachusetts. 

Tne  undersigned,  members  of  said  senate,  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  object  and  protest  against  cer- 
tain resolutions  which  were  reported  by  a commit- 
tee of  the  legislature  and  which  have  been  adopted 
bv  the  senate. 

The  resolutions,  winch  are  more  particularly  the 
object  of  this  protest,  provide  for  the  appointment 
of  twelve  delegates  to  meet  at  Hartford,  in  the  state 
of  Connecticut,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  December 
next,  “To  confer  with  delegates  from  the  other 
states  of  New-England,  or  any  of  them,  upon  the 
subjects  of  their  public  grievances  and  concerns,' 
and  upon  the  best  means  of  preserving  our  resources 
and  of  defence  against  the  enemy,  and  to  devise  and 
suggest  for  adoption,  by  those  respective  states, 
such  measures  as  they  may  deem  expedient.  And 
also  to  take  measures,  if  they  shall  think  proper, 
for  procuring  a convention  of  delegates  from  all 
the  United  States,  in  order  to  revise  the  constitu- 
tion thereof,  and  more  effectually  to  secure  the  sup- 
port and  attachment  of  all  the  people,  by  placing 
all  upon  the  basis  of  fair  representation.” 

Notwithstanding  we  deem  this  proposition,  at 
this  time,  extraordinary,  alarming  and  pernicious, 
it  is  rendered  peculiarly  so,  by  the  novel,  strange 
and  unprecedented  doctrines  and  principles  contain- 
ed in  the  preamble  to  the  resolutions.  We  had  be- 
lieved, that  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  the  most  perfect  system  of  republican  govern- 
ment, which  human  wisdom  could  invent — Framed 
by  men  who  had  felt  the  oppressions  of  tyranny, 
and  in  some  measure  experienced  the  dangers  of 
anarchy ; established  upon  the  broad  principles  of 
sovereignty  in  the  states,  liberty  in  the  people,  and 
energy  in  the  federal  head — and  effected  by  the  zeal, 
concessions  and  candor  of  those  virtuous  and  enlight- 
ened patriots,  who  had  carried  America  through  a 
war  of  unparalleled  suffering  to  independence  and 
peace.  We  had  hoped  that  neither  the  ambition  of 
party,  nor  the  test  of  experiment,  would  have  so 
soon  brought  us  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  had  “fail- 


ed to  secure  to”  any  “section  of  the  union  those 
equal  rights  and  benefits  which  were  the  great  ob- 
ject of  its  formation;”  much  les-g  was  it  to  have 
been  suspected,  that  under  the  pretext  of  “recon- 
ciling conflicting  interests”  and  in  a time  of  war 
and  invasion  and  while  our  constitutional  agents 
were  attempting  to  negociate  a peace,  we  should 
promulgate  the  sentiments  to  our  friends  and  ene- 
mies that  the  government  is  “unfit  for  peace  and 
war” — that  a radical  reform,  or  another  constitution, 
were  essential  to  the  salvation  of  the  people. 

The  undersigned  have  considered  that  part  of  the 
constitution  which  provides  for  amendments,  as  dic- 
tated by  superior  wisdom.  While  it  guards  against 
sudden  innovations  and  ensures  stability  to  the  com- 
pact, it  provides  for  the  correction  of  those  error? 
and  defects  which  experience  alone  could  discover. 
And  it  is  with  extreme  regret  that  we  perceive  this 
attempt  at  innovation  in  direct  contravention  of  this 
salutary  provision.  If  the  legislature  have  no  other 
powers  on  this  subject  than  those  which  they  de- 
rive from  the  state  and  federal  constitution!, ’ it  is 
manifest,  that,  in  this  case  they  have  assumed  an 
authority  never  delegated  to  them  by  the  people — 
And  if  the  legislature  have  no  authority,  it  is  diflt- 
cult  to  perceive  how  they  can  vest  a discretion  in 
their  delegates  which  they  themselves  do  not  pos- 
sess.. This,  therefore,  is  an  assumption  of  power, 
for  which  this  Senate  are  responsible  to  the  people 
of  this  state  and  the  United  States;  an  assumption^* 
which  the  undersigned  utterly  disclaim,  and  against 
which  they  most  solemnly  protest.  We  are  not  a- 
vvare  of  any  defect  in  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  requires  even  a constitutional  attempt 
at  amendment — except  the  supposed  one  of  unequal 
or  unfair  representation  none  has  been  pointed  out 
—But  as  three  fifths  of  the  slaves,  were  enumerated 
in  apportioning  the  representation  among  the  se- 
veral stales,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  the  direct  taxes  were  apportioned  in 
the  same  way;  as  the  New  England  states  have  a 
representation  in  the  senate  far  greater  than  in  pro- 
portion to  their  free  population — as  no  attempt  lias 
been  made  for  tins  alteration,  in  the  mode  prescrib- 
ed by  the  constitution,  and  as  this  could  not  be  ef- 
fected before  the  election  to  the  next  congress,  it  is 
impossible  to  believe  that  an  attempt  of  this  sort, 
at  this  time,  can  justify  this  extraordinary  conven- 
tion, or  that  it  is  its  principal  object.  But  there  are 
other  objects  more  alarming  in  their  nature,  and 
pernicious  in  their  tendency.  It  was  wisely  provided 
by  the  constitution,  that  no  state  should  enter  into 
any  compact  or  agreement  with  another  without  the 
consent  of  congress.  It  was  probably  foreseen  that 
disappointed  and  ambitious  men,  would  attempt  to 
form  associations  prejudicial  to  the  general  welfare 
and  dangerous  to  the  Union  of  the  States.  That 
these  men  would  excite  local  jealousies,  and  attempt 
geographical  distinctions — and  that  despairing  of 
governing  the  whole,  they  would  attempt  a sever- 
ance that  they  might  govern  a part. 

It  was  therefore  prudent  and  proper,  that  these 
compacts  and  agreements  should  be  tinder  the  con- 
troul  of  the  states  and  the  people  represented  in 
congress.  It  is  therefore  with  great  solicitude  and 
concern  that  we  have  been  led  to  enquire  what 
“public  grievances”  can  warrant  the  assembling  of 
delegates  of  the  states  of  New  England,  or  what 
“affinity  of  interest”  can  authorise  them  to  “devise 
means  of  preserving  their  own  resources”  to  them- 
selves. The  respective  states  of  New  England,  can 
now  preserve  all  their  resources,  except  such  as  are 
under  the  constitutional  control  of  the  United  States. 
IVill  they  combine  to  take  these  ? Such  a combination 
would  be  a resistance  of  federal  authority.  A civil 


j54  NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER — SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  12,  1814. 

Avar  would  "become  inevitable;  our  enemy  would| [The  following  protest,  subscribed  by  sEVESTi-riTE 


profit  by  our  dissensions,  our  union  would  be  dis 
Solved,  our  country  conquered,  and  our  liberty  ex- 
tinguished. Our  country  is  engaged  in  a just  and 
{of  late)  successful  war.  Our  resources  are  abun- 
dant, our  government  is  adequate,  and  our  citizens 
are  brave,  enterprising  and  intelligent.  Union  alone, 
can  secure  us  the  blessings  of  an  honorable  peace. 
While  our  commissioners  are  negotiating  with  the 
most  .earnest  solicitude  for  their  country’s  welfare 
— while  our  army  and  navy  are  defending  the  soil 
.and  maintaining  the  honor  and  glory  ■of  our  country; 


mkmuehs  of  the  bouse  of  representatives,  was  pre- 
sented and  read  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  of  Wtyrcester,  in 
behalf  of  the  minority and  after  some  animated 
discussion,  in  which  the  language  and  sentiments 
■were  vindicated  by  Messrs.  Green  and  Lincoln,  the 
majority  voted  that  it  was  disrespectful  to  the  house, 
and  refused  to  receive  and  place  it  upon  the  journals. 
It  is  now  presented  to  the  people,  who  will  d cide  upon 
Its  merits,  and  the  measures  to  which  it  applies  ] 
PROTEST. 

The  house  of  representatives  having,  at  the  present 


while  our  brave  yeomanry  are  rushing  like  a torrent,  session,  m concurrence  with  the  honorable  senate, 
from  the  mountains  to  the  shore  to  meet  and  repel  j adopted  the  report  of  a committee,  “to  whom  was  re- 


-the  invader,  and  the  spirit  of  party  is  becom  ing  ab- 
sorbed in  the  spirit  of  patriotism,*  why  should  Mas- 
sachusetts, great,  powerful,  respectable  Massachu- 
setts, form  a combination  which  will  defeat  the 
hopes  of  the  “friends  of  peace,”  and  aid  and  encou- 
rage a powerful  and  vindictive  enemy?  With  these 
views  and  feelings,  the  undersigned  cannot  but  deep- 


fered  the  message  of  his  excellency,  with  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  the  same”  and  having  passed 
sundry  resolutions  contained  in  that  report — The 
undersigned,  members  of  the  said  house  of  represen- 
tatives, having,  in  their  place,  objected  and  given 
their  decided  negative  to  said  report,  and  to  the 
passage  of  all  the  said  resolutions,  save  the  first. 


ly  regret,  that  a proposition  so  unpromising  of  good, ; proposed  therein — do  now  feel  further  constrained,' 
destitute  of  important  ostensible  object,  but  full  o'  by  a consideration  of  the  character  of  the  measure 


distrust, jealousy  and  mischief,  and  calculated  toa- 
larm,  divide  and  discourage  the  people,  should  ever 
have  been  adopted  by  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts. 
Suspicions  have  been  indulged  that  Massachusetts 
would  take  the  lead  of  the  New  England  states,  in 


contemplated,  by  apprehensions  of  the  consequences 
which  seem  inevitable  therefrom,  by  a sense  of  duty 
to  themselves,  to  their  constituents,  and  to  their 
country,  to  make  the  most  solemn  protest  thereto, 
and  respectfully  to  offer  the  same  to  accompany  the 


ombination  to  dissolve  the  Union;  that  as  a p re-  records  of  the  adoption  of  the  report,  upon  the 


iim inary  step,  a course  similar  to  that  contemplated 
in  these  resolutions  would  be  adopted,  and  that 
a period  of  war  would  be  selected  for  the  purpose. 
I3y  the  adoption  of  these  resolutions  we  apprehend 
that  these  suspicions  will  grow  into  a settled  belief 
The  raising  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men  at  the 
expense  and  under  the  command  of  the  state,  will 
Jmve  little  tendency  to  diminish  the  alarm.  Mo  w- 
fever  honorable  and  patriotic  the  motives  for  raising 
rm  army  and  refusing  to  place  them  under  the  orders 


journals  of  the  house. 

The  undersigned  contemplate,  with  mo  less  con- 
cern than  the  majority,  the  difficulties  and  dangers 
which  are  pressing  upon  every  side  our  beloved 
country.  They  see  foreign  power  .attempting  our 
national  subjugation,  and  domestic  factions  tribu- 
tary to  its  accomplishment.  They  would  witness 
with  dismay  the  condition  of  the  people,  but  for  the 
deep  conviction,  that  the  spirit  of  patriotism  and  of 
self-respect  will  be  sufficient  for  their  ultimate  r. 


and/»m/of  the  general  government,  we  have  strong'  jdemption.  In  the  duty  to  unite  in  defending  our 
apprehensions  that  the  .people  of  this  commonwealth  j territory  and  repelling  invasion  from  the  soil  of  freer 
will  have  too  much  reason  to  believe  that  the  honor  men,  no  American  can  for  a moment  hesitate.  The 
to  command,  will  not  compensate  for  the  burthen  to)  sovereignty  of  the  nation  must  be  sacred;  the  intc- 
ppty;  that  a separate  army  comports  Loo  we.ll  with  a | grity  of  the  union  inviolate.  No  party  or  local  consi- 
■separate  sovereignty,  and  that  these  men  may  at  j derations  shall  ever  influence  the  minority  in  the 
«©me  future  period  be  employed  to  settle  domestic  ihouse,  to  a dereliction  of  their  public  trust.  They 
.quarrels  or  ei  dorse  local  interests:  twill  unite  with  the  virtuous  and  patriotic  of  every 

From  the  resolutions  and  preamble  and  circum-j political  designation,  not  in  sentiment  only,  but  in 
stances  attending  the  debate,  the  undersigned  havej  action,  and  to  the  utmost  of  their  physical  strength, 
strong  reasons  to  apprehend  that  propositions  for  a ! in  defending  the  commonwealth  and  the  union,  their 
separate  peace,  may  grow  out  of  a proposed  meet-  j territory  and  their  governments,  from  every  aggres- 
iag  of  delegates  from  the  New-Engtund  states,  sion,  and  in  resisting  and  repelling  alike,  invasions  of 
"Should  such  propositions  from  the  British  govern- 1 whatever  character,  upon  the  one  or  the  other, 
merit  be  made  to  the  convention,  and  should  the  But  while  the  minority  in  this  house  will  cordially 
terms,  as  they  probably  would,  be  very  flattering  subscribe  to  every  proposition,  and  zealously  co-ope- 
to  this  section  of  the  Union,  the  temptation  of  mo-  rate  in  every  measure  for  the  defence  and  protection 
mentary  gain  might  induce  a compact  with  the  ene-j  of  any  portion  of  their  country,  they  cannot  be  un- 
jny,  introduce  an  army  of  foreign  mercenaries,  pro-  [ mindful  that  they  are  parties  to  a national  compact, 
•dpce  a civil  war,  (whieh  would  end  in  a subjugation  j and  that  under  government  their  measures  and  eiforts 
of  both  sections  to  tke  power  of  Great  Britain.  fare  to  be  directed.  Little  would  be  gained  by  re- 
Ambition  has  destroyed  every  other  republic  on  j sisting  foreign  hostility,  at  the  expence  of  order  and 
■eartjn  The  United  States  standalone,  like  a solita-j security  within.  The  undersigned  impute  no  mi- 
ry rock  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean,  surrounded  andj  worthy  motive  to  the  majority;  but  they  owe  to  the 
assailed  by  storms  and  tempests.  In  vain  may  v/ej  majority  apd  to  the  people,  a vindication  of  their  ob- 
ioofc  for  aid,  except  from  Union,  energy  and  Heatex:  [jections  to  the  measures  about _to  be  adopted,  and 
-apprehending  and  believing,  that  from  neither  of’  an  admonition  of  the  fatal  consequences  which  these 
ties*  sources  can  we  expect  it,  so  long  as  we  in-  measures  seem  calculated  to  produce, 
dulge  in  the  adoption  of  such  resolutions,  we  have  pre-  To  a proposition  for  raising  troops  for  the  ser- 

pared  and  signed  the  foregoing  prot  est;  and  we  pray  vice  of  the  country,  the  undersigned  could  not  ob- 
thatit  may  he  entered  on  the  journals  of  the  senate,  ject.  On  the  contrary,  they  concured  in  the  reason- 
Sohn  Howe,  Murk  Lang  don  Mill,  Walter  Folger,  jr  j ing,  that  to  raise  troops  is  wise  and  prudent,  most 
Joseph  Bends,  Samuel  Hoar,  William  Moody,  John  effectual  in  operation  and  economical  in  the  issue. 
Holmes,  John  Gage,  Edmund  Foster,  Daniel  Kilkam,\  The  experiment  so  ofieiTthade  of  sudden  detach- 
y$L  Kinslpy,  Timothy  .tjdler,  dllbion  K.  Bcu'rts*  ments  of  militia  for  short  periods  of  service,  has 

■Sfenajs  Cjkunb;e;-?  Ott.  15,  *§14.  [left  no  doubt  of  the  preference  for  a permanent 
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corps,  which  may  be  disciplined  by  time,  accustom-  j tehee  of  necessity  for  this  measure.  The  framers  o 
” * 1 — 1 :-K  the  constitution  wisely  provided  for  its  amendment. 

Should  abuses  exist,  growing- out  of  supposed  defect^ 
in  the  instrument,  the  mode  of  reform  is  definitely 
prescribed,  and  it  in  this  way  they  are  not  to  be  cor- 
rected, neither  can  they  in  any 'other,  short  of  a. 
change  in  the  form  of  government.  It  is  not  to  bo 
supposed  that  the  states  of  the  union  will  yield  to 
the  diet (itea  of  a convention , what  they  would  refuse 
to  the  constitutional  application  of  the  legislature. 
The  undersigned,  therefore  cannot  disguise  their 
apprehensions  tint  more  must  be  designed,  than  is 


ed  to  obedience  by  command,  and  which  should  look 
for  a discharge,  only  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
object  for  which  they  were  employed.  It  is  to  be 
required,  however,  that  when  troops  are  raised,  it 
should  be  under  the  provision  of  the  constitution; 
that  though  their  operations  may  be  local,  they 
should  be  ennobled  bv  a national  character,  that  in 
defending  the  state  they  should  be  recognized  as 
contributing  to  the  service  of  the  union.  While  con- 
gress are  bound  to  provide  for  the  “general  welfare, 

and  the  common  defence,”  Massachusetts  should  „ , 

not  hastily  exonerate  himself  from  the  obligation,  j distinctly  avowed.  The  reasoning  of  the  report," 
nor  should  her  legislature  burden  the  people  by  the!  supported  by  the  alarming  assumption,  that  the  con- 
assumption  of  unnecessary  and  unexpected  exer- 
tions. The  constitution,  in  providing  that  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  shall  command  the  militia, 
while  in  actual  service,  has  implied  a responsibility 
upon  the  general  government  for  their  support  and 
compensation.  If  this  command  be  denied,  neither 
the  letter  of  the  national  compact,  nor  its  spirit,  by- 
just  construction,  will  sanction  a claim  to  remunera- 
tion, and  the  expence  of  troops,  otherwise  employed 
must  fall  exclusively  upon  the- state.  Notwithstand 
ing  the  organization  of  an  independent  stale  corps, 
the  obligation  to  the  union  will  exist,  It  is  not  denied 
that  a constitutional  requisition  by  the  president,  may 
bs-made.  The  state  corps,  it  is  conceded,  cannot  by 
the  terms  of  its  organization,  be  ordered  into  t he 
service  of  the  United  States.  The  state,  therefore, 
must  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  contributing  to 
the  support  of  a detachment  of  their  militia,. in  ad- 
dition to  the  exclusive  expence  of  a state  a/my,  or 
of  refusing  a compliance  witli  a constitutional  requi- 
sition, in  direct  violation  of  national  duty,  and  to  the 
dissolution  of  the  union.  Because  then,  the  state 
corps  of  10,000  men  is  contemplated  to  be  indepen- 
dent, under  any  circumstances,  of  the  general  go- 
vernment; not  liable  to  be  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  nor  subject  to  the  like  orders  and 
duties  with  the  militia  therein,  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution;  and  because  the  tendency 
of  such  an  organization  of  troops  is  also  calculated 
to  subject  this  commonwealth  to  an  undue  propor- 
tion of  the  public  burdens,  or  to  induce  to  a gross 
violation  of  the  national  compact,  we  do  most  so- 
lemnly protest  against,  and  object  thereto. 

Against  the  resolution  proposing  a convention  of 
delegates  from  the  New-Engiund  states,  and  the  re- 
solutions connected  therewith,  tne  undersigned  feel 
bound  by  every  dictate  of  duty  and  every  suggestion 
of  patriotism,  most  earnestly  to  remonstrate.  To 


stitution  has  failed  in  its  objects,  and  the  people  of 
Massachusetts  are  absolved,  from  their  allegiance 
and  at  liberty  to  adopt  another.  In  debate  it  has 
been  reiterated,  that  the  constitution  is  no  longer  to 
be  respected,  and  that  revolution  is  not  to  be  depre- 
cated. The  bond  of  our  political  union  is  thus  at- 
tempted to  be  severed,  and  in  a state  of  war  and 
of  common  danger,  we  are  advised  to  the  mud  expe- 
riment of  abandoning  that  protection,  which  the? 
combined  energies  of  the  nation  might  afford,  for 
the  selfish  enjoyment  of  our  present,  thwugh  partial 
resources.  The  resolutions  of  the  legislature,  it  is 
to  be  feared,  will  be  viewed  by  other  states,  as’  pro- 
ductive  of  this  consequence,  that  Massachusetts 
shall  govern  the  administration,  or  the  government 
shall  not  be  administered  in  .Massachusetts J Jealousy 
and  contention  will  ensue.  The  constitution,  hitherto 
respected  as  the  charter  of  national  liberty  and  con- 
secrated  as  ark  of  our  political  safety,  will  be 
violated  and  destroyed,  and  in  civil  dissentient;  and 
convulsions,  our  independence  will,  be  annihilated 
and  our  country  reduced  to  the  condition  o*f  van- 
quished and  tributary  colonics  to  a haughty  and  iin- 
placable  foreign  foe. 

LEVI  LINCOLN,  jun. — and  75  olbem. 


Cruise  of  the  Peacock. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  captain  Harrington  to 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  dated 

U-S-  Peacock,  New  Yolk,  Oet.  30,  I8l<|. 

I nave  tae  aouoi*  to  inform  you  of  the 
Peacock’s  arrival  at  this  place,  after  a cruise 
of  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  days,  during 
which  all  your  remaining  orders  of  the  28th 
February  ult.  have  been  executed 


and  the  solemn 
pig  ton!  Itowgv 

ViQus  tendency  of  propositions  tor  u pat 
quence  by  delegates  from  some  states,  without) 'l 
participation  or  consultation  witli  other  states,  is]* 


tltese  resolutions  they  have  opposed  the  utmost  ofr“at  W"IC'1  pc  la-tea  to  the  Naze  and  coast  of 
their  own  reason,  the  language  of  the  constitution,  Norway  and  which  \va$  omitted  in  conse- 
and  warning  admonitions  of  lVash.\  quence  of  that  whole  Coast  bein»  under  a strict 
* disguised  or  designed,  die  ob- 1 blockade  by  a combined  squadron  of  English 
of  propositions  for  a partial  conse-  and  Swedish  ships.  Alth~  1 “ ~ ° 

' i f 1 1 si  1 1 f I A 


qf  the  union.  The  suggestion  of  a peculiar  interest 
ih  the  states  of  New-Eugland  upon  subjects  of 

t 


public  grievance,  is  predicated  upon  the  idea,  di 
this  nation  has  not  a community  of  object,  and  is  not 
ponnected  by  a similarity  of  obligation.  The  consti- 
tution of  die  United  States  has  prohibited 
terms,  “ one  state  from  entering  into 
or  compact  with  another”  without  the  consent  ol 
Congress.  If,  as  the  result  of  the  conference  of  de- 
legates on  the  part  of  New-E.igland,  a compact  for 
any  purpose  is  intended,  the  proposition  for  such  con- 
ference, is  as  gross  an  infringement -of  the  constitu- 
tion as  would  be  the  compact  when  made.  It  cannot 
be  admissible  to  pursue  means  to  an  end,  which  it 
j*  wrong  and  illegal  to  attain-  Nor  is  there  justpre* 


ough  the  Peacock’s 

m success  has  not  been  so  great  as  we  had  san- 

to  prepare  the  way  for  a separation  and  division  gu,nely  expected,  it  is  a pleasing  reflection 

that  our  disappointment  lias  been  occasioned 
by  the  uncommon  severe  weather,  (with  con- 
stant gales  from  south-west  to  north  west) 
v.»„3Li-  'v^ich  we  experienced,  from  the  time  of  strike 
ited  in  express  J !n^  soundings  in  the  Irish  channel,  until  w e 
any  agreement  left  the  Snetiand  isles,  and  which  had  the  dou- 
l,w*  ble  effect,  of  keeping  in  all  their  trade,  ami 

compelling  us  to  be  constantly  beating  off  a 
lee  shore  — We  were  four  days  between  capo 
Clear  and  Waterford,  in  which  time  we  made 
but  three  captures,  the  last  of  which,  as  she 

was  ot  little  value,  we  made  a cartel  of On 

the  ndrth  west  coast  of  Ireland  we  met  with 
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very  little  better  success  as  the  bad  weather 
still  continued.  From  the  Shetland  Islands  we 
ran  lor  the  Ferro  isles,  and  then  returned  in 
soundings  along  the  Irish  coast,  crossed  the 
mouth  of  the  channel,  and  bay  of  Biscay,  and 
made  cape  Ortegal  between  which  and  the 
rock  of  Lisbon  we  cruised  seven  days,  seeing 
in  that  time  but  twelve  sail,  nine  of  which  we 
spoke  and  found  but  two  of  them  English — 
From  thence  we  run  along  the  Portuguese 
coast,  crossed  the  mouth  of  the  Mediterranean 
and  run  within  a degree  and  a half  of  the  IVla- 
deiras.  for  the  purpose  of  falling  in  witli  their 
West  India  and  Teneriffe  trade  On  the  1st 
of  September  we  made  the  Canaries,  and  at- 
tempted in  vain  to  procure  water  at  Fenta- 
ventura  and  Lauzarota,  at  the  latter  of  which 
places  we  landed  some  prisoners.  Asa  sup 
ly  of  water  was  now  indispensably  requisite, 
determined  to  run  for  the  Cape  de  Verds, 
at  one  of  which  (8t  Vincent’s)  after  a week’s 
work  in  digging  and  cleaning  out  wells,  we  ob- 
tained the  requisite  quantity,  and  then  pro 
eeeded  at  an  easy  rate  to  the  westward,  steer- 
ing alternately  to  the  S.  W.  and  N.  VV.  to  pro 
long  our  stay  as  much  as  possible,  between 
the  longtituvles  of  20  and  40  west,  the  track 
of  all  taeir  East  India,  African  and  South 
American  trade.  Not  a single  vessel  was 
however  seen  in  all  our  run,  and  on  the  6th  of 
October  we  made  the  coast  cf  Guiana,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Mariconi  river,  the  next  day  we 
were  off  Surinam,  from  whence  we  run  for 
Barbadoes,  which  we  made  on  the  9th,  and 
continued  cruising  to  windward  of  Dercada 
and  Barbuda  for  a few  days,  and  then  steered 
for  our  own  coast,  which  we  made  on  the  28th, 
at  seven,  A.  M.  a little  to  the  westward  of  c$pe 
Ilenlopen. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  so  inform  you 
that  from  the  time  of  our  leaving  New  York 
in  March  last,  until  our  return,  we  have  lost 
but  one  man  (Mr.  Denizen  Baldwin,  M,  mate, 
a promising  officer,)  a,nd  that  our  crew  is  in 
line  health.  I trust  that  you  will  not  think 
we  have  unnecessarily  curtailed  our  cruise, 
when  I inform  you  we  have  but  fifteen  days 
provisions  on  board  at  short  allowance.  I en- 
close a correct  list  of  our  captures, 
lam  respectful^, 

h.  WARRINGTON. 

The  lion.  Win.  Jones/ 

Secretary  of  thertavy. 

A list  of  British  vessels  cdpturedby  thcTr.  S.  slant)  of  war  Peacock. 

L.  Warr.nytnn,  esquicef commander,  s. tween  the  28 th  of  Feb/n- 
, ary  and  30th  October , 18M. 

Brig  Sea  Flower,  lVom  St.  Johns,  bound  to  Barbadoes,  belonging 
fo  Bermuda,  87  tons,  cargo  codfish,  10  men,  2 gnus,  St.  Geo.  R. 
Hinson, master,  Triminbams  & co.  owners,  captured  June  17thr  off 
6 rami  iJank?,  value  20,0  0 dollars— bum?. 

Brig  Stranger  from  Buenos  Ayres, lnnind  to  Greenock,  belonging 
fo  Greenock,  180  tons,  cargo  bides  and  tallow,  13  men,  guns, 
•las.  I.awdon,  master,  H.  Coekran  and  co.  captured  July  5th,  off’ 
Flores,  value  120,000  dollars— burnt. 

Sloop  Futftitude,  from  Liverpool,  bound  to  London,  belonging  to 
Hastings,  88  tons,  cargo  salt,  6 men,  Jas.  Waters,  master,  R < :ly  arid 
Burfteld  owners,  captured  olf  Waterford,  value  i 0.222  dollars— 
sunk. 

Brig  Venus,  from  Bordeaux,  bound  to  do.  belonging  to  Irvine, 
365  sons,  cargo  barley,  oats,  brandy  and  cork.  11  men,  2 guns, 
J)d.  Kennedy,  master,  D.I.  Kemr-dy  & eo.  owners,  6 passengers 
captured  off  Yourvgliall,  value  40, COO  dollars— sunk.  > 


Brig  Adio:ia,  from  Liverpool,  bound  to  Quebec,  belonging  th 
Liverpool,  HO  tons,  cargo  salt,  11  men,  K.  I.  JIulw  II  mast  r, 

3 passengers,  captured  off  Cork — cartel  for  38  prisoners. 

Sloop  Leith  Packet,  from  Teneritfe,  bound  to  Dublin,  belonging, 
to,  Campbriltown,  116  tons,  cargo  T -neriffe  win  -.  8 men,  Jim. 
Watson,  master.  J.  & Win.  Watson,  owners,  captured  August  1st 
off  Shannon,  value  '2,000  dollars— sunk. 

Sloop  William  and  Ann,  from  Glasgow,  bound  to  Limerick, 
belonging  to  Uatlisey,  64  tons,  cargo  coals,  5 men,  Robt.  M'Fliey, 
master,  R.  M Phey  and  co.  owners,  captured  Aug.  2d,  off  luuii 
Tuscan,  value  50  0 dollars— sunk. 

Slonp  Peggy  and  Jane,  belonging  to  Cumbria,  97  tons,  cargo 
coal,  crates  and  crown  glass,  6 men,  J Duncan,  master,  J.  Duncan 
owner,  captured  August  3d,  off  Tory  island,  value  15,. 00  dollars— 
sunk. 

Barque  William,  from  St.  Andrew*,  bound  to  Greenock,  be- 
longing  to  Bristol.  ?07  tons,  cargo  timh  -r.  13  men.  M.  Whitney, 
master,  5 passengers,  captured  August  14,  value  35,000  dollars— 
burnt. 

Ship  sir  Ed.  P»  Hew,  from  Quelle,  belonging  to  Grcrnotk,  307 
tons,  partly  loaded  with  lumber,  14  men,  1 guns.  Geo.  Kelly,  mas- 
ter. passengers, captured  15th  August— cartel  for  50  prisoners. 

Brig  B<  Ilona.  rom  Cette,  bound  to  Hamburg,  b-. longing  to 
Jersey,  258  tons,  cargo  brandy  wimr  and  verdigrease,  11  men,  6 
guns.  H.  Lauglois,  mast.r,  Messrs.  Emevv’s  owners,  captured  2 1st 
August  off  cape  Ortegal,  value  100,0  0 dollars— sunk. 

Brig  Triton,  from  St.  Johns,  bound  to  Lisbon,  belonging  to 
Teigninowth,  ill  tons,  cargo  fish,  7 men,  M.  Harvey,  masti  r,  Wm. 
Luckem  Row,  owner,  captured  August  23d,  off  cape  Finistere, 
value  5,00  • dollars— sunk. 

Brig  Duck,  from  F utaventure.  bound  to  T-neriffe,  belonging 
to  Loudon,  174  tons,  barilla,  10  men,  2 guns,  J.  Stephenson,  master, 
Geo.  Faith,  owner,  2 passengers,  captured  Sept.  2d,  art’  Fentaveu* 
ture.  value  l/’0  ■ dollars — sunk. 

Ship  Mary,  from  Point  a Petre,  bound  to  Halifax,  belonging  to 
Guadalonpe,  270  tons,  cargo  sugar,  coffee,  rum  and  molasses,  17 
men,  : guns,  Jas.  Gibson,  Lewis  Depr-z,  captured  Oct.  12th,  off 
Baybuda,  value  of  70,000  dollars— suck. 

Total  value  494,222  dollars. 

L.  'VVAffiaXGTON. 


Extract  cf  a letter  front  A.  Sinclair , esq.  commanding 
the  United  States'  naval  farce  on  the  Upper  Lakes , 
to  the  secretary  of  the  nary,  dated 

U.  S.  S.  Niagara  Roads,  off  Erie,  October  28th,  ’814. 
sm— I am  under  the  mortifying  necessity  of  stating 
to  you  that  the  report  mentioned  in  my  last  letter  of 
the  vessels  left  in  the  upper  lake  having  been  sur- 
prised and  captured  by  boats  of  the  enemy, has  turned 
out  to  be  correct.  The  boatswain  and  four  men  from 
the  Scorpion  made  their  escape,  on  their  way  to  King- 
ston, and  crossed  lake  Ontario  in  skiffs  from  the  bay 
of  Quinte  to  the  Gennessee  river,  from  thence  to  this 
place.  The  man’s  story  is  a most  unfavorable  one, 
and  such  as  l am  loath  to  believe  true,  from  the  well 
! known  character  of  lieutenant  Turner.  I fe  says  the 
blokade  of  the  Nautawasatiga  river  was  raised  a short 
time  after  my  departure — that  the  lieutenant  who 
commanded  the  navy  (and  who  had  escaped  in  the 
woods  when  she  was  destroyed)  had  passed  up  to 
Mackinac  in  boats,  and  it  was  by  him  and  his  crew 
they  were  captured.  The  Tigress  had  been  separa- 
ted from  him  five  days  among  the  islands,  in  which 
time  she  had  been  captured.  They  came  in  sight  of 
her  laying  at  anchor,  in  the  evening;  the  wind  being 
light,  they  anchored  some  distance  from  her,  without 
passing  signals.  In  the  morning  there  was  only  four 
or  five  men,  and  no  officer  on  deck.  The  Tigress  got 
under  way,  run  down,  fired  into  them,  and  were  on 
[board  without  any. report  ever  being  made  to  Mr. 
Turner,  nor  was  there  an  officer  of  any  grade  on  deck 
when  she  was  captured.  The  wind  was  light,  the 
Scorpion  had  the  advantage  of  a long  12  poundei* 
over  the  other,  and  could  have  re-captured  her  with 
much  ease.  The  Tigress  had  made  great  resistance, 
but  was  overpowered  by  an  overwhelming  force.  Her 
commander  (sailing-master  Champlain)  and  all  her 
officers  were  wounded,  as  were  many  of  his  men,  and 
some  killed.  T had  given  lieutenant  Turner  a picked 
crew  from  this  vessel,  with  my  sailing-master,  and 
had  added  to  both  their  crews  25  chosen  men,  borrow- 
ed from  colonel  Croghan,  to  act  as  marines.  I had 
also  lef  him  a hoarding  netting;  indeed,  there  was  no. 
precaution  I did  not  take  in  anticipation  of  every  ef- 
fort, I knew  the  enemy  would  make  to  regain  their' 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER — CONGRESS. 


157 


line  of  communication,  on  which  their  very 
depended.  . r t 

I herewith  enclose  vou  my  instructions  to  • 
Turner— after  which  1'caiinoi express  to  you,  sir,  my 
chagrin  at  lenrniwg  the  little  regard  wine  1 
to  have  been  paid  to  them,  and  the  evil  conseque 
growing  out  of  such  neglect;  consequences  u > 

^ ^ 1 ? ..I nrtont  YOU  milSt 


existence]  their  boats  fiom  passing  until  October,  I think  the 
weather  will  effectually  cut  off  all  communication 
by  any  they  have  on  float,  and  in  the  spring  an  early 
blockade  will  possess  us  of  Mackinac. 

You  will  be  particularly  careful  in  having  commu- 
nication with  the  shore,  and  when  you  send  a party 
for  wood,  let  it  be  on  an  island,  under  the  protection 
of  your  guns,  and  a guard  from  both  vessels.  AVish* 


Well  known  to  you  and  to  the  ing  you  a pleasant  cruize, 

first  believe  the  infinite  intere*  beeii  entrusted  I remain  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 

expedition  from  the  moment  l had  bee.  n,  .n  Lervanu  (Signed)  A.  SINCLAIR, 

with  the  conducting  it,  and  the  sanguine  P J 1 j UtuL  eomdL  LJld  Turner,  U.  S.  schr.  Scorpion. 
formed  of  its  complete  success,  and  the  Dtiitnis  ic 


suiting  from  it  to  mv  connlry,  to  enable  you  to  tbnp 
an  adequate  idea  of  the  mortification  I now  c.\pe- 
rience. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  high  respect,  sir, 
jour  obedient  servant. 


A.  SINCLAIR. 
Honorable  IVilliam  Jones , secretary  of  the  nary. 

Copy  of  a letter  f om  captain  Sinclair,  to  lieutenant 
'Daniel  Turner,  dated 

U.  S.  Jjoap  of  war  Niagara,  Nautawaiango  river  Aug.  1 
silt — Having  accomplished  the  object  for  vv 
the  squadron  came  into  this  quarter,  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  enemy’s  whole  naval  force  on  this  la  'p> 
am  on  the  eve  of  returning  to  lake  Erie:  but  as  it  is 
all  important  to  cut  the  enemy’s  line  ot  communica- 
tion from  Miohilimackinac  to  York,  which  is  through 
the  Njutawasaiiga  river,  lake  Sinclair,  &c.  and  on 
which  his  very  existence  depends,  you  vvid  remain 
here  and  keep  up  a rigid  blockade  until  you  shall 
be  driven  from  the  lake  by  the  inclemency  or  L le 
season,  suffering  not  a boat  or  canoe  to  pass  in  or 
out  of  this  river.  I shall  leave  the  T igress  with  you. 


Congress. 

o 

norSE  OF  III  rilLSENTATINES. 

Thursday Nov.  3. — The  house  was  chiefly  occupied 
this  day  with  the  volur»*  or  bill,  which  Was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

Friday  Nov  4. — The  volunteer  bill  was  recommit- 
ted to  a committee  of  the  whole,  in  which  it  was 
considerably  discussed,  and  again  reported  to  the 
w’lucn j house  with  some  amendments. 

Saturday  Nov.  5. — Mr.  Johnson,  chairman  of  the 
committee  to  investigate  the  causes  that  led  to  the 
capture  of  the  city  by  the  enemy,  informed  the  house 
that  that  committee  had  been  industriously  engaged 
in  the  collection  of  papers  and  facts — he  said  they 
had  received  11  reports,  containing  359  pages,  and 
210  letters,  besides  daily  and  almost  hourly  inter- 
views with  persons  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Farrow  offered  the  following  which  was  agreed 
to  without  a division.  Resolved,  That  the  committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 


In  case  accident  should  happen  to  either  one  of  the  expediency  of  laying  a duty  on  all  sakiry  officers, 
vessels  the  other  nv.y  afford  her  necessary  assistance,  and  on  the  professional  income  of  lawyers,  solicitors 
Should  yon  deem  it  proper  to  send  the  Tigress  up  and  counsellors,  and  the  legal  proceedings  of  civil 
to  cruise  a week  or  two,  about  Si.  Joseph’s,  in  order  courts  of  justice. 

to  intercept  the  enemy’s  fur  canoes  between  St.  Ma-j  An  able  legal  discussion  now  took  place  on  the 


rie’s  and  French  river,  you  can  do  so,  as  one  vessel 

is.  sufficient  to  blockade  .this  river. 

I should  recommend  your  immediately  finding  out 
anchorage  to  cover  you  from  N.  W.  gales,  as  that  is 
the  only  wind  which  can  affect  you  in  this  bay.  I see 
from  the  Nancy’s  Log  Ilook,  that  the  small  island 
on  the  S.  W.  of  this  bay  is  such  a place  as  you 
could  wish,  directions  for  which  I herewith  give 
you.  The  islands  north  of  us,  may  also  give  you 
good  anchorage;  but  always  be  sure  of  some  good 
bottom  before  anchorage,  as  the  loss  of  an  ancuor 
might  prove  of  serious  consequence  to  you.  Slioulu 
you  find  anchorage  on  both  sides, I would  recommend 
your  changing  frequently,  and  in  a way  not  to  be  ob- 
served by  the  enemy,  who  might  not  only  avail  him- 
self of  your  position  to  move  out  his  boats  in  the 
night  on  the  opposite  side,  but  he  might  attempt 
surprising  you  by  throwing  a number  of  men  on 
board.  Against  attacks  of  this  kind,  which  lie 
might  be  driven  to  by  his  desperate  situation,  as  this 
blockade  must  starve  him  into  a surreader  by  spring, 

I must  particularly  caution  you.  When  the  Tigress 
is  here  it  would  be  well  to  be  on  the  opposite  shores 
— and  sometimes  to  run  out  of  sight,  taking  care  loj 


report  of  the  committee  of  claims  on  tlie  petition  of 
Thomas  Cutts,  which  was  unfavorable  to  the  peti- 
tioner. Mr.  Cutts,  had  purchased  certain  property 
at  a marshal’s  sale  which  in  due  process  of  law  he 
was  dispossessed  of  by  a third  person — lie  therefore 
prayed  the  United  Slates  would  reimburse  the  money 
he  had  paid  to  their  officer.  Hut  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  agreed  to — 81  to  53. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  discussing 
the  volunteer  bill — and  the  house  adjourned  at  a late 
hour  without  a decision. 

Monday  Nov.  7. — The  house  was  engaged  the 
whole  of  this  day  in  discussing  the  volunteer  bill, 
which,  from  the  quantity  of  talking  about  it,  we  sup- 
pose is  important — except  that  at  a late  hour  Mr. 
Fisk,  of  N.  \r<  reported  a bill  to  establish  a national 
bank,  which  was  referred  to  a committee  of  the 
whole. 

Tuesday  Nov.  8. — Mr.  M‘Kim  of  MJ.  presented 
the  memorial  of  sundry  ship-owners  and  merchants 
of  Baltimore,  representing,  that  in  consequence  of 
the  strict  blockade  of  our  bays  and  rivers,  the  private 
armed  service  is  much  discouraged,  Lc.  and  sub- 
mitting so  congress  the  expediency  of  authorising  a 


scour  both  shores  as  you  return.  1 shall  endeavor  j bounty  to  be  given  for  the  destruction  of  the  enemy’s 
to  annoy  the  navigation  of  the  river  by  felling  trees  vessels.  They  state  their  opinion  of  the  high  effect 
across  its  mouth  in  order  tluit  a portage  must  be  of  this  sort  of  warfare  on  the  enemy’s  commerce,  and 
performed  there;  which  must  be  seen  by  you.  | say  that  they  are  ready  to  give  the  best  pledge  of 


creeks,  bays,  shoals,  anchorages,  courses,  distances,  was  read  and  referred, 
and  soundings,  particularly  attending  to  the  kind  of  The  bill  from  the  senate  authorising  the  fitting 
bottom.  I out  of  not  more  than  2U  vessels,  to  carry  not  less  than 

Should  any  thing  occur  to  make  it  necessary,  you 1 8,  nor  more  than  14  guas;  was  rend, and  after  consido- 
c*n  send  the  Tigress  express  to  me.  I*f  we  can  keep  rable  debate,  in  which  several  amendments  were  pro. 
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P')se'l,  and  rejected  by  large  Majorities  (except  one 
offered  by  Mr.  Ingersol  to  extend  the  maximum  ot 
force  to  22  guns,  at  the  discretion  of  the  executive) 
■was  ordered  to  a third  reading  to-morrow. 

Wednesday  JVav  9. — After  the  minor  business  had 
been  disposed  of,  Mr.  Eppes  reported  a bill  to  pro- 
vide additional  revenues  Sec.  agreeablyto  the  resolves 
of  the  house,  already  noticed  in  detail — and  also 
amending  the  act  laying  duties  on  distilled  spirits  so 
as  to  continue  it,  and  pledging  it  on  some  other  tax 
to  be  levied  in  lieu  of  it,  for  the  punctual  performance 
of  the  engagements  of  the  United  States,  and  for  esta- 
blishing a sinking  fund,  &c.  'The  bill  Was  com- 
mitted. . 

The  bill  from  the  senate  to  authorize  the  fitting  out 
of  certain  small  armed  vessels  was  passed  without 
opposition.  . 

Progress  was  made  in  a good  deal  of  other  busi- 
ness. 


J§, pmt$ 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  Niagara  frontier  We  learn  indi- 
rectly, but  we  think  the  information  may  be 
relied  on,  that  the  greater  part  of  gen.  Izard’s 
army  had  re-crossed  the  Niagara  to  Buffalo 
about  the  first  inst.  The  remainder  was  yet 
fit  fort  Erie,  expected  soon  also  to  cross,  as 
they  had  destroyed  the  oufer  works.  No  men- 
tion is  made  of  the  enemy,  nor  have  we  heard 
distinctly  of  the  late  movements  of  our  army. 
We  have  nothing  new  from  Sac  nett's  harbor % 
except  that  Browns  presence  seems  to  make 
it  safe.  The  citizens  of  "Some  of  the  neigh- 
boring countries  had  been  called  out  en  masse. 
Jtt  has  become  very  cold  on  this  frontier,  and 
a deep  snow  feHsome  days  ago — the  campaign 
is  probably  closed.  Every  thing  is  quiet  on 
the  Champlain  frontier.  Our  fleet  was  a- 
bout  to  be  laid  up.  It  was  reported  the  Bri- 
tish were  preparing  to  build  four  frigates . 

News.  The  "Russian  ship  Hannibal,  has 
arrived  at  New  York,  in  50  days  from  Bre- 
men, with  a full  cargo  of  German  goods.  She 
brings  London  dates  to  the  2d  of  September, 
and  Bremen  papers  of  the  5th,  but  they  con- 
tain nothing  of  importance,  except  in  regard 
to  the  internal  regulations  of  the  different  Eu- 
ropean slates.  The  following  are  the  heads 
ofthe  news — 

A considerable  number  of  ship  wrights,  &lc. 
were  to  leave  England  for  Canada.  A gen- 
eral belief  prevailed  in  England  that  the  ne- 
gociation  at  Ghent  was  broken  off;  and  it  is 
said  that  Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  and  Gallatin 
would  assemble  at  Brest  on  the  10th  Oct. 
tb  return  home.  This  is  probable  enough. 
The  great  European  congress  was  to  meet  at 
Vienna,  Sept.  8.  The  piilitary  establishments 
of  the  several  powers  seem  prepared  for  ex- 
pected difficulties  thereat.  The  emperor  of 
Austria  continues  Bonaparte’s  order  of  the 
Iron  Crown,  himself  Grand  Master.  Wel- 
lington, with  40,000  raefi,  is  said  to  be  in  Bel- 
gium. The  idea  has  gone  forth  that  .Bonaparte 


may  be  troublesome,  but  grounds  for  is  n<$£ 
stated. 

Doleful  complaints  are  made  in  Great  Bri- 
tain of  the  enlerprize,  gallantry  and  skill  of 
our  seamen.  As  a sample  of  the  terror  they 
have  inflicted,  insurance  between  England 
and  Ireland  which  used  to  be  three-fourths  of 
one  per  cent  .had  risen  to  jive  per  cent . We 
may  exalt  it  to  15  before  long. 

The  London  Courier  of  Sept.  1,  says  that 
the  sailing  of  the  force  assembled  at  Plymouth 
for  America  was  stopped. 

Loun  Hill.  Some  rumors  are  afloat  that  lord 
HillVexpedition  has  been  abandoned, the  troops  that 
were  collected  at  Cork,  &c.  being  dispersed — some 
sent  to  Holland.  But  we  have  no  positive  informa- 
tion of  this  matter.  Accounts  from  Bermuda  of  the 
19th  ult.  say  he  was  not  soon  expected.  Cockburn, 
was  at  Bermuda,  but  it  did  not  seem  that  any  expe- 
dition was  fitting  out. 

Tiie  Indian  boundary,  designed  by  the  treaty  of 
Greenville,  (says  the  JJlbauy  Jlr gits')  commences  at 
lake  Erie,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cayahogia,  runs  south 
to  the  bead  waters  of  the  Muskingum,  thence  to 
fort  Recovery  on  the  Wabash,  98  mites  W.  by  N. 
from  Cincinnati,  thence  to  the  Ohio  river,  and  thence 
on  a course  parallel  to  and  near  that  river,  to  the 
Mississippi.  The  Indian  part  embraces  one  third  of 
Ohio,  and  near  the  whole'  of  four  territories,  and 
comprises  a tract  of  country,  which,  from  its  fertili- 
ty, mildness  of  climate  and  equality  of  surface.,. 
Volney  has  denominated  the  future  Flanders  of 
America.  It  contains  by  computation  220  milllions 
of  acres,  more  than  one  third  of  our  territory  before 
the  accession  of  Louisiana,  which,  at  two  dollars 
per  acre,  the  prevent  price  of  the  public  lands,  would 
produce  a revenue  to  the  government  of  440,000,000. 
Independent  of  politcal  considerations,  therefore, 
the  sine  qua  non  of  the  British  commissioners,  if  ac- 
ceded to,  would  deprive  us  and  our  posterity  of  one 
of  the  most  certain  and  permanent  sources  of  reve- 
nue. 

Public  credit.  The  circumstances  of  the  war 
have  thrown  a very  unusal  quantity  of  specie  into 
the  hands  of  the  people  to  the  eastward,  and  they 
are  using  the  advantage  for  many  undignified  pur- 
poses. Before  the  war,  a silver.dollar  was  more  of 
a rarity  in  those  parts  than  a half  eagle  was  in  the 
middle  states,  and  such  will  be  the  case  again  when 
trade  resumes  its  wonted  course.  We  propose  to 
say  something  more  on  this  matter  a little  while^ 
be^ce,  and  shew  how  those  persons  make  a gain  ot 
injuring  the  public  credit. 

The  loan.  We  are  proud  to  hear  that  the  go- 
vernment has  already  obtained  on  good  terms,  with- 
out public  advertisement,  the  whole,  or  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  loan,  which  in  consequence  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy  to  the  city  in  Angus*  last,  was 
then  only -partly  subscribed.- Nut.  Int. 

Connecticut.  The  legislature  of  this  state,  after 
passing  certain  resolutions,  (which  shall  be  record- 
ed) has  appointed  seven  delegates  to  meet  those- of 
Massachusetts,  &c.  in  convention  at  Hartford,  in  De- 
cember next,  to  consult  what  measures  it  may  he. 
expedient  for  those  states  to  adopt,  in  the  present 
situation  of  the  country,  which  shall  not  be  inconsis- 
tent with  the  duty  which  they  owe  to  the  government  njT 
United  States.  The  resolve  passed  the  house  of  re-, 
presentatives — yeas  153.  nays  36.  The  delegates  are 
— His  honor  Chauncey  Goodrich,  hon.  JUnr.es  Hill- 
house,  lion.  John  Treadwell,  hon.  Zephaniah  Swifu, 
hon.  Nathaniel  Smith,  lion.  Calvin  Gaddafi,  JfofL 
Roger  M.  Sherman*, 
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^BniTisn  ixrtcirxcE.”  The  following,  said,  to  be  paper)  a party  of  governor  Cass’s  pet  Indians  left 
a letter  from  Paris,  appeared  in  the  Horten  Cent  in  el  Detroit  lor  the  purpose  of  making  excursions  on 
about  tvj»  months  ago;  and  the  editor  declared  it  was  the  river  Thames.  After  rernainii 


it,  long  since  dissolved  into“thin  air”  Bait  accidently  i nutted  their  prisoners  to  return  to  their  homes, 
finding  it  among  a parcel  of  scraps,  we  are  indexed  j their  parole  qjf  honor  nor.  to  appear  in  arms  against 
to  preserve  the  precious  morsel  to  aid  in  the  history  j the  U.  States  or  their  allies  until  legally  exchanged; 
«f  faction.  | at  die  5ame  time  taking  care  to  detain  the  colonel  as. 

When  we  first  beheld  it,  the  only  thing  that  asto-)  a hostage  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  con- 
tushed  us  was — that  something  of  the  kind  had  not  i tract  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  We  understand  that 
been  published  long  ago!— as,  immediately  after  the  j the  colonel  is  in  Chilicothef 

fall  of  Paris,  several  persons  in  the  United  S-'ates,  j “No  Pleasing-.”  The  proposed  national  baflk,. 
hinte  1 [10  lord  Castleresyh]  that  such  stuff  might  be  i but  lately  the  grand  desideratum  of  certain  men,  is 
profitably  used  here!  We,  therefore , expected  a ‘now  a dreadful  thing.  “Strike  higher— strike  lower.”' 
g-iunt  lie-  | — s ud  the  culprit. 

If  the  charges  be  trite — he  is  a villain  of  the  most  | M it.  Bayard.  A report  prevails  that  the  vacant 
finished  ciiaracter  that  withholds  the  proof— if  they  I office  of  secretary  of  state  is  held  to  be  offered  to 
be  false — what  must  we  think  of  the  desperation  of.  Mr.  Bayard.  We  hope  it  is  so,  and  that  lie  may  ac- 
the  man  that  would  pulm  such  trash  on  the  public! ; cepr  it.  He  is  an  American.  His  return  from  Ghent-, 

We  are  thoroughly  advocates  for  the  freedom  of}  we  apprehend,  may  he  soon  expelled*  and  we  ven- 
the  press,  yet  as  firmly  Used  in  the  opinion  that  j lure  to  say,  from  a personal  knowledge  of  the  sta- 
publishers  should  be  made  responsible  for  the  ca- f mina  of  the  gentleman,  that  no  man  in  the  United 
iuinnic*  they  utter;  and  for  this  libel  the  editor  States  will  go- further  to  resist  the  outrageous  pre- 
ought  to  be  brought  before  that  senate  which  /i<r  ac- 1 tentions  of  the  enemy  than  Mr  .Bayard. 
cases  of  the  basest  corruption.  The  letter  is  as  fob  Louisiana.  We.  have  encouraging  accounts  ofth6 
lo\v$; — ! patriotic  spirit  of  the  people  of  Louisiana.  Of  the 

“ Paris,  May  26,  1814,  American  population,'  by  far  the  greater  an. 1 most 

“The  treaty  is  nearly  concluded,  and  we  shall  efficient  part,  we  had  no  doubt,  but  it  appears  also 
once  more  see  all  the  world  in  peace,  excepting  our  that  the  French  are  emulating  them, 
own  country — thanks  to  the  wisdom  of  the  demo-j  Jamaica,  Arc.  27/  (J.  Hibbert,  Esq.  has  protest- 
crats  and  tiie  parti  z. ms  of  Bonaparte  ! Since  the  I ed  against  the  dangerous  measure  of  employing  A- 
vrar  h ts  been  declared,  lie  has  not  exerciser  one  j merican  slaves,  in  ou  • invasion  of  that  country  which 
single  act  of  amity  or  friendship,  either  toward  the  ministers  have  denied  all  knowledge  of,  but  admit* 
K itnn  or  any  individual.  It  is  very  well  -known  by  a discretionary  power  in  our  commanders  to  bring 
every  one  here  who  has  connect  ion  with  the  go-  { off*  such  as  may  assist  our  operations,  a power  which* 
rent  men  t,  that  it  was  by  bribery  that  the  vote  for  the  -j  we  fear,  will  hi  some  cases  be  extended  fariher  liuu*. 
•war  was  obtained.  A gentleman  employed  in  the  it  ought. 

office  of  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  told  met  Our  West  India  committee  have  instructed  our 
tfliat  he  saw  on  the  book  s the  names  of  the  senators  bri$-  • agent  in  England  to  represent  to  ministers  the  <1  is— 
ed,  atul  the  sums  paid  each  of  them  by  Suiuiuimji.  J advantages  our  colonies  wiUMabor  under  in  com  pe- 


rt time  to  be  able  to  procure  a copy  of  j tition  with  the  colonies  of  the  continental  power&as 
you.  The  countrv  was  sold  bv  Arm-  to  the  continental  markets.  fThe  markets  of  tbs- 


pe  to  « short 

i'  f to  send  to  yo\i.  The  country  was  sold  by  Arm- I to  the  continental  markets.  [The  markets  t if  th<$ 
tTiinvr,  before  he  left  Paris;  and  the  war  was  de-  j United  States  would  greatly  benclit  the  British  fsl- 
eided  upon  ; and  iiv  consequence  he  was  made  secre-  j amis.] 

tary  of  war,  tire  better  to  accomplish  the  diabolical  I Rhohe-Islamd.  The  legislature  of  this  state,  now 
system.  I hope  the  events  which  have  taken  place  | in  session,  have  appointed  Messrs  Ben.  Haggard  and 
irn  Europe  will  enlighten  the  American  people,  and  ; l>f»nicl  Lyman  and  cols.  Marston  and  Llo}  d as  their* 
shew  tuem  their  true  interest,  and  that  they  will  j delegates,  to  the  “ New-Rnglatul  convention,* 
hare  resolution  and  patriotism  enough  to  dismiss  MILI  TARY, 

from  their  councils  men  who  have  so  basely  betrayed  I We  understand  (says  the  National  Intelligence ijj. 
their  country  and  the  confidence  that  was  reposed  ! that  captain  Leonard,  the  officer  who  surrendered 
in  them  bv  their  fellowr  citizens.  This  is  the  first ! f*°rt  Niagara  to  the  enemy  last  winter,  lias  been  ex- 


changed and  is  now  under  arrest.  He  will  be  tried' 
as  soon  as  officers  car.  be  spared  from  field  duties 
for  that  purpose. 

NAVAL. 

It  is  stated  that  two  India  ships  have  beent- 


step  towards  making  an  honorable  and  durable 
peace,  which  must  be  the  desire  of  every  true  Ame- 
rican. 

The  SriiAXGF.it. — The  lx>ard  of  war  of  Massachu- 
setts purchased  3J  of  the  24  pounders,  brought  to1 

s^rn,  in  the  prize  .Wp'  Siongcr.  j captured  by  one  of  our  privateers 

iiniiE.  Mr  e have  the  pleasure  to  observe  th°  late  a n ‘a  • * . . . ... 

arrival  of  several  Baltimore  schooners  (merchant- L A!l  u>e  A™erlCnn  vessels  that  have  sailed 
men)  to  and  from  the  places  of  their  destination.  ! or  ^ jtiton  since  the  war,  had  arrived  there.- 
Licensed  vessel.  A letter  from  London,  dated  But  were  closely  watched  off  the  Chinese  coast 
July  9 says — The  court  of  appeals  have  this  day  re- 
versed the  sentence  of  condemnation  IJ)  1 1 1 P P'JVA 


sentence  of  condemnation  in  the  case  of 
the  Reward,  Hill ; and  decreed  .ship  and  cargo  to  be 
restored  on  payment  of  the  expenses  on  the  part  of 
the  crown,  not  the  captors  expenses. 

[The  Reward  above  named,  was  a licensed  vessel 
that  sailed  from  Salem  in  Oct.  1812,  bound  for  Lis- 
bon, with  a cargo  of  flour,  was  taken  into  St.  John’s 
(%T.  B.)  and  condemned.} 


by  the  British,  and  were  chiefly  laid  up. 

A number  of  the  enemy  have  been  made 
prisoners  in  the  petit  guerre  on  the  Eastern 
coast. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  captain  Porter  to  ih ? 
secretary  of  the  navy  dated 

New  York,  Oct.  29,  1814. 
Sir — I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  vou  that 


A coon  oazl— Some  we.la.go,  («y,  , CMl/cftU  the  United  State*'  Fulton  tbe  First,  was  this 
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morning  safely  launched.  No  one  has  yet 
ventured  to  suggest  an  improvement  that 
coaid  be  made  in  this  vessel,  and  to  use  the 
words  of  the  projector  “I  would  not  alter  her  if 
it  were  in  my  power  to  do  so.”  She  promises 
fair  to  meet  our  most  sanguine  expectations, 
and  I do  not  despair  of  being  able  to  navigate 
in  her  from  one  extreme  of  our  coast  to  the 
other.  Dei*  buoyancy  astonishes  every  one; 
she  now  draws  only  eight  feet  three  inches 
water,  and  her  draft  will  be  only  ten  feet  with 
all  her  guns,  machinery,  stores  and  crew  on 
board;  the  ease  with  which  she  can  now  be 
towed  with  a single  steamboat,  renders  it  cer- 
tain that  her  velocity  will  be  sufficiently  great 
to  answer  every  purpose,  and  the  manner  it 
is  intended  to  secure  her  machinery  from  the 
gunner's  shot  leaves  no  apprehension  for  its 
safety. 

1 shall  use  every  exertion  to  prepare  her 
for  immediate  service;  her  guns  will  soon  be 
mounted,  and  I am  assured  by  Mr.  Fulton 
that  her  machinery  will  be  in  operation  in 
about  six  weeks. 

i have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 


your  obedient  servant. 
The  honorable  Win.  Jones, 
Secretary  of  the  navy. 


D.  PORTER. 


National  Bank  Bill. 

The  bill  reported  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
‘to  incorporate  the  subscribers  lo  the  bank  of  the 


lion  in  exlenso , we  have  made  the  following  abstract 
of  its  provisions  for  the  informaiion  of  our  readers. 

Sec.  1.  A bank  of  the  United  States  of  America 
shall  be  established,  the  capital  stock  to  be  fifty 
millions,  divided  into  100,000  shares  of  500  dollars 
eachi  subscriptions  to  be  opened  on  the  first  Monday 
of  at  Boston,  New-York,  Philadelphia,  Balti- 
more, Richmond,  Charleston  and  Pittsburgh,  to  con- 
tinue open  one  week,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the 
subscriptions  are  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Philadel- 
phia commissioners,  who,  if  the  total  of  subscription 
exceeds  thirty  of  the  fifty,  shall  apportion  the  same 
among  tlie  subscribers  in  a just  and  equal  ratio,  and 
cause  lists  of  the  same  to  be  returned  to  the  re- 
spective commissioners,  &c. 

Sect.  2.  Any  individual  or  body  politic  may  sub- 
scribe any  number  of  shares  not  exceeding  1000.  Pay- 
ment to  be  made  in  the  following  manner : one  fifth 


per  cent,  stock  of  an  equal  amount  to  be  delivered 
to  the  bank. 

Sec.  5,  creates  the  subscribers,  their  successors 
and  assigns,  a body  politic,  with  full  powers.  Sec. 
subject  to  the  limitations  in  the  succeeding  sections 
to  exist  and  have  being  until  the  3d  day  of  March 

1835.  , , , 

Sec.  6.  There  shall  be  25  directors  to  the  bank  an- 
nually appointed,  viz.  twenty  bv  the  stockholders, 
and  five  by  the  president  of  the  U.  States. 

S .c.  7.  As  soon  as  §13,200,000  in  specie  and  stock 
shall  be  paid  in,  public  notice  shall  be  given  by  the 
Philadelphia  commissioners,  and  within  days 
theteafter  the  first  directors  shall  be  chosen,  who 
shall  proceed  to  elect  a president  to  the  institution. 

Sec.  8 and  9,  give  the  necessary  banking  powers, 
and  establish  the  usual  regulations  contained  in 
bank  charters,  limiting  and  defining  their  powers. 

Sec.  10.  Prohibits  the  bank  from  mercantile  spe- 
culations. 

Sec.  11.  Prohibits  the  bank  from  lending  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States  at  any  time  more 
than  300,000  or  lo  the  government  of  any  particu- 
lar state  more  than  50,000,  or  for  the  use  of  any  fo- 
reign power,  without  express  authority  by  law. 

Sec.  12,  makes  the  notes  of  the  bank  receivable 
in  all  payments  to  the  U.  States. 

Sec.  13.  If  at  any  time  an  undue  pressure  for  spe- 
cie is  made  on  the  bank,  either  for  exportation,  or 
with  a wilful  intention  of  sinister  design  to  injure  the 
bank,  the  president  of  the  United  States  may,  on^ 
being  duly  informed  thereof,  direct  suspension  of 
the  pavments  in  specif*  temporily. 

See.*  14,  exempts  the  stock  (hut  not  the  real  es- 
tate) of  the  bank  from  taxation. 

Sec.  16.  No  new  bank  to  he  created  during  the 
existence  of  this;  and  grants  powers  to  settle  the^ 
affairs  of  the  buiik  extended  beyond  the  term  of 
incorporation. 

Sec.  16.  Whenever  required,  the  corporat  ion  shall 
perform  all  the  duties  now  transacted  by  commis- 
sioners of  loans  in  the  several  states. 


’■’atmay  appear  a most  extraordinary  voyage, 
none  other  than  the  completion  of  two  military 


Extraordinary  voyage.  The  Russian  slup  General 
Suwarrow,  now  at  Portsmouth,  is  about  to  proceed 
on  w 
being 

and  commercial  establishments  on  the  west  coast  of 
North  America.  The  Russian  government  have,  for 
nearly  ten  years  past,  had  a fort,  with  a few  pieces 
of  ordnance  mounted  on  the  island  of  Rodlak,  in 
55,  N.  long  162,  W.  being  the  nearest  point  of  the 
American  continent  to  their  establishment,  at  Kams- 
chaika.  Within  these  four  years  they  have  begun 
to  form  another  establishment,  on  the  neck  of  land 
called  California,  and  this  ship  takes  out  ordnance 


and  stores  of  every  description,  to  give  it  an  appear 
partin  gold  or  silver  coin  of  the  United  States;  ance  of  military  strength.  The  trade  the  Russians 


three  fifth  parts  in.  the  same,  or  in  the  stock  of  the 
11,0U0,00U  loan,  or  of  any  future  loan  ; and  one-fifth 
part  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  or  in  treasury  notes — and 
at  the  following  times  : at  the  time  of  subscribing, 
20  dollars  in  specie,  and  200  more  in  stock,  Sic. 
within  four  months  thereafter,  the  further  sum  of  40 
dollars  in  specie,  and  100  in  specie  or  stock  ; in  six 
months  from  the  time  of  subscribing,  40  dollars  in 
specie,  and  100  dollars  in  stock. 

Sect.  3.  At  the  time  of  subscription  aforesaid  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  subscribe  for  the  Uni- 
ted States  20  millions  of  dollars  in  stock  to  bear  6 
per  cent,  interest,  redeemable  in  such  sums  and 
manner  as  the  government  shall  deem  expedient. 

Sec.  4.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  may  redeem 
■dte  treasury  notes  so  subscribed  to  the  banks  by  six 


carry  on  thither,  which  is  very  great,  is  wholly  in 
furs,  for  which  article  they  find  a lucrative  market  in 
China,  from  whence  they  brin  g to  Europe  the  pro- 
duce and  manufactures  of  that  country,  and  are  en- 
abled, from  their  competition  with  each  other,  to 
afford  it  to  the  European  continent  at  a cheaper  x*ate, 
than  in  this  country.  The  General  Suwarrow  will 
also  endeavour  in  the  height  of  next  summer,  to 
discover  a passage  through  Bhering’s  Straits,  and, 
in  a north  westerly  direction,  to  Archangel.  A gen’ 
tlenun  who  is  on  board  her  declares,  that  on  a for- 
mer voyage  of  discovery,  he  was  more  than  half 
way  through  the  northern  sea^  of  Cape  North  to 
Archangel  when  the  ship  was  stopped  by  the  ice — 
this  adventure  left  only  about  400  miles  unexplored, 
to  complete' the  circuit  of  the  world. — London  pap. 
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Documents. 

A gentleman  observed  in  a letter  to  the  editor, 
some  time  ago — “ Accept  mv  thanks  for  the  impar- 
tiality with  which  you  furnish  the  documents;”  face- 
tiously adding — “ in  this  you  seem  so  straight  that, 
like  the  indi  in’s  tree,  you  rather  lean  the  other  way,” 
— alluding  to  a greater  apparent  attention  to  insert 
tiie  documents  of  the  “federal  states  than  those  of 
the  republican.”  The  remark  is  probably  just — i/’we 
have  leaned  on  either  side,  it  has  been  as  insinuated. 
But  this  constant  object  has  guided  the  editor  as  to 
the  public  papers  of  the  several  states — to  give  the 
preference  to  those  that,  from  any  circumstance,  he 
apprehended  would  be  most  refeired  to:  such  for 
instance,  as  those  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut , 
inserted  in  the  last  and  present  number;  and  the 
proceedings  of  Shade-island,  on  the  same  matters,  to 
appear  in  our  next— as  also  an  editorial  article  of 
considerable  length  .and  statistical  remark,  on  “the 

HEW  ENGLAND  CONVENTION.” 

Whatever  the  editor's  private  sentiments  may  be 
as  to  the  shades  of  difference  that  divide  honest  fe- 
deralists from  the  honest  republicans  (with  which  dif- 
ferences he  never  lias  knowingly  interfered  in  this 
work) — i he  case  is  essentially  changed  when  he  has 
to  treat  of  factions  jacobins  that  war  against  the  con- 
stitution, and  appear  ready  to  fight  any  body  else 
than  tiie  enemy  of  their  countn  — a faction  as  con- 
temptible in  numbers  as  for  political  depravity,  but 
unfortunately  self-placed  at  the  head  a great  and 
respectable  party,  which  it  leads,  through  the  pride 
of  opinion,  step  by  step,  to  aid  and  comfort  the  ene- 
my; and  ruin  tiie  United  States,  if  permitted. — On 
these,  we  should  “frown  indignantly , as  Washington 
specially  directed  and  solemnly  enjoined  us  to  do — 
and  in  the  next  and  some  subsequent  numbers,  the 
subject  will  .be  discussed  with  all  the  force  of  re- 
mark in  our  power.  Tiie  weekly  register,  unde- 
voted to  federalism  or  republicanism  (as  used  for 
party  designations)— will  stand  or  fall,  with  the 
constitution  of  the  united  states.  On  this  point 
we  have  no  pretensions  to  neutrality — we  are  enemies 
to  the  enemies  of  the  confederate  republic. 


Legislature  of  New-Jersey. 

Gentlemen  of  the  council,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  assembly. 

Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  and 
in  conformity  to  the  joint  resolution  of  both  houses, 
I visited  tiie  sea  Coast,  and  the  shores  of  Delaware 
bay  and  river,  and  proceeded  to  make  such  arrange- 
ments  for  the  defence  of  the  exposed  parts  as  I con- 
ceive the  resources  placed  at  my  disposal  would 
justify  me  in  doing.  A considerable  number  of  pieces 
of  field  artillery  have  been  taken  from  the  interior, 
and  placed  at  proper  positions,  and  confided  to  the 
local  militia,  who  have  in  some  cases  been  formed 
into  special  corps  for  the  purpose.  As  many  small 
arms  as  could  be  spared,  have  been  disposed  of  in 
the  same  manner,  and  the  whole  furnished  with  am- 
munition. 

The  events  of  the  war  have  not  made  it  necessary 
to  call  into  service  any  portion  of  the  militia  on  the 
authority  of  the  state.  Considerable  bodies  of  mi- 


litia, however,  have  been  called  into  service  by  the 
commanding  generals  of  the  3d  and  4th  military  dis- 
tricts of  the  United  States,  a small  detachment  in 
August  and  the  remainder  in  September.  They  are 
yet  mostly  in  service.  The  patriotism  displayed  by 
a large  number  of  uniform  companies,  who  volun- 
teered their  services,  and  the  alacrily  and  prompt- 
ness with  which  those  companies,  as  well  as  the 
detailed  officers  and  soldiers,  obeyed  the  call  of  their 
country  ; and  the  patience  with  which  they  have 
borne  the  hardships,  and  suffered  the  privations  in- 
cident to  a military  life,  entitle  them  to  the  highest 
respect  and  consideration. 

Care  lias  been  taken  to  pay  to  the  non-commission- 
ed officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  the  extra  allow- 
ance provided  by  the  libera  lit)  of  the  legislature,  as 
soon  as  it  could  be  conveniently  done  after  it  be- 
came due.  Further  provisions  on  that  subject 
will  claim  the  immediate  attention  of  the  legislature. 
It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  militia  will  not  be  de- 
tained in  service  longer  than  shall  be  rendered  indis- 
pensable by  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 

Although  our  militia  system  lias  carried  us  so  far 
through  die  campaign  with  as  little  inconvenience 
as  could  have  been  reasonably  expected,  yet  expe- 
rience has  pointed  out  some  defects  susceptible  of 
correction.  The  uniform  volunteer  companies  have 
become  very  important,  and  merit  encouragement. 
I he  advances  they  have  made  in  military’  acquire- 
ments, together  with  their  promptness  to  act  on  sud- 
den emergencies,  render  them  peculiarly  useful.— 
How  far  it  will  comport  with  the  public  interest  to 
provide  by  a state  law,  military  corps  of  more  du- 
rability than  is  compatible  with  the  nature  of  militia 
service,  is  submitted  to  your  consideration,  and 
whether  some  addition  ought  not  to  be  made  to  the 
aims  and  other  military  equipments  belonging  to 
t he  state,  are  su  j:-cts  worthy  of  your  consideration. 

During  the  recess  of  the  legislature,  changes  have 
taken  place  in  Europe,  which,  at  first  view,  excited 
an  apprehension  of  serious  injury  to  this  country, 
file  success  of  the  allies  in  their  war  with  France 
was  productive  of  a peace,  which,  early  in  the  spring* 
left  to  our  enemy  an  immense  unemployed  military 
force.  Great  Britain  did  not  fail  to  avail  herself  of 
the  advantage  which  event  placed  in  her  power,  by 
sending  out  large  fleets  and  armies  ro  aid  tiie  forces 
already  here  in  the  subjugation  of  America,  expect- 
ing to  create  dismay  and  overwhelm  the  country  by 
a sudden  vigorous  effort  of  military  skill  and  discip- 
line. In  this  expectation,  by  the  interposition  of 
Divine  Providence,  she  has  been  disappointed.  The 
bravery  of  our  soldiers  and  seamen,  the  skill  and 
heroism  of  cur  officers  and  commanders,  deserve 
ihe  thanks  and  rewards  of  a grateful  country.— Ame- 
rica withstood  the  shock  with  a firmness  becoming 
freemen.  Tiie  ferocious  savages  on  our  frontiers,  of 
whose  alliance  Great  Britain  uiyblushingly  boas-ts, 
and  for  whose  afflictions  she  expresses  a fraternal 
sympathy,  lwve  atoned  for  their  inhuman  atrocities 
bv  death,  exile,  or  submission.  The  brilliant  achiev- 
ments  of  our  navy  are  daily  adding  new  proofs  of 
the  superior  skill  and  intrepidity  of  the  gallant  he- 
roes on  that  element;  while  the  slaughtered  and 
discomfited  armies  of  Britain,  attest  the  valor  of  our 
troops,  and  heroic  patriotism  of  the  militia. 

The  progress  of  the  negotiation  of  our  commit 
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sloners  of  peace,  is  such  as  was  to  be  expected  from 
the  inordinate  pride  and  injustice  of  the  British  mi-! 
rtistry.  To  paralize  the  efforts  of  the  nation,  the 
British  government  made  an  insidious  offer  of  peace,' 
and:  there  in  invited  commissioners  to  Europe.  After 
three,  months  unnecessary  delay, conditions  are  offer- 
ed fit  omly  to  be  accepted  by  a conquered  people. 
It  is  well  known  that  in  the  first  stages  of  the  con- 
troversy* the  enemy  only  assumed  the  dominion  of 
the  sea,  but  she  now  claims  the  sovereignty  of  the 
land.  We  are'  arrogantly  required  to  dismantle  our 
sh'ps  and  demolish  our  fortifications,  while  the  ene- 
my is  to  retain  his  own  unimpaired,  and  to  surrender 
part  of  our  territory,  with  other  humiliating  condi- 
tions, and  restrictions,  too  degrading  to  repeat.  No 
thing  short  of  a base  surrender  of  the  independence, 
gloriously  achieved  by  the  patriots  of  the  revolu 
lion,  will  satisfy  the  pride,  avarice,  and  ambition  of 
tiie  enemy.  Long  experience  must  at  length  con- 
vince every  reflecting  man,  that  our  rights  cannot 
be  maintained  by  negociation — that  it  is  in  vain  to 
reason  with  tyrants.  The  controversy  must  be  set- 
tled in  the  field — and  the  line  of  demarkation  traced 
fey  the  sward:  Duty  imperiously  calls  upon  us  to 

siregthen  the  national  arm  for  national  defenoe,  nor 
have  we  any  cause  to  despond.  We  have  an  invinci- 
ble army,  commanded  by  able  generals,  a gallant 
naVy,  and  spirited  patriotic  militia  daily  increasing 
in  military  skill.  The  enemy  have  been  repulsed  in 
every  attempt  on  our  country  but  one.  The  only 
achicvmeut  of  any  moment,  of  which  lie  can  boast, 
is  the  wanton  destruction  of  a few  pnblic  edifices,  in 
an  inroad  from  which  he  could  no  Gther  way  escape 
chastisement  but  by  abandoning  his  sick  and  wound- 
ed to  tiie  mercy  of  an  insulted  enemy.  It  is  becom- 
ing more  and  more  obvious  that  the  plain  and  direct 
road  to  peace  and  future  prosperity  is  a vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war.  A manly  united  effort  of 
the  nation  in  one  year  would  transfer  the  seat  of  ne- 
gociation from  Europe  to  America.  Although  our 
country  is  able  to  contend  with  the  collected'  force 
of  the  British  empire,  yet  that  force  cannot  be  spared. 
The  seeds  of  discord  are  too  deeply  sown  in  Europe, 
to  be  eradicated  by  a treaty  extorted  by  the  bayonet. 
Great  Britain  is  already  forming  a camp  of  no  small 
extent  in  the  territory  of  an  ally;  ostensibly  to  watch 
the  motions  of  a friend,  but  probably  to  shackle  both. 
In  pursuit  of  her  chimerical  project  of  balancing 
Europe  by  placing  four  fifths  in  one  scale,  she  will 
want  the  aid  of  a large  portion  of  her  resources,  and 
unforeseen  events  may  arise  which  may  require  the 
presence  of  her  whole  military  forCe  nearer  home. 

Tne  enemies  of  American  independence  have  yet 
oue  hope  left,  arising  from  a supposed  inability  of 
our ‘government  to  command  the  funds  necessary  to 
its  operations — it  is  apprehended  that  tli*6  difficulty 
will  diminish  as  it  is  approached.  Tf  we  look  back 
for  twenty  years,  we  shall  find  that  the  wealth  of  the 
country  has  increased  beyond  all  calculation.  Im- 
mense fortunes  have  been  made  by  individuals,  and 
there  is  scarcely  a man  among  us  who  has  not  dou- 
bled his  estate,  and  many  have  added  to  it  four,  six, 
and  even  ten-fold.  Can  any  wise  man  feel  a reluc- 
tance in  parting  with  a small  portion  of  this  gain,  for 
the  security  of  every  thing  dear  to  himself,  his  family 
and  country?  The  government  of  a free  enlightened 
people,  cannot  be  poor  while  its  members  are  rich. 
Property  is  the  proper  subject  of  taxation.  The  bur- 
then will  not  fall  on  the  poor,  but  on  the  rich  who 
are  able  to  bear  it.  The  natural  resources  of  the 
country  are  such  as  to  command  credit,  and  a few 
years  of  peace  and  commercial  prosperity  will  reno- 
vate the  most  disordered  state  of  our  finances. 

Perseverance  in  national  defence  will  every  day  put 

•ur  <souatry  cm  higher  »nd  surer  ground,  It  is  now 


in  our  jibber  t0  place  the  independence  of  our  coun»  ' 
try  on  a foundation, that  nothing  short  of  Divire  ven- 
geance can  shake.  Whatever  opinions  may  have  been 
entertained  as  to  the  character  of  the  war  in  its  com- 
mencement, it  is  undeniably  at  this  time,  purely  a 
war  of  defence.  It  is  no  newr  thing  that  a war  in  its 
progress  may  change  its  character — nothing  is  more 
common,  and  if  any  had  doubts  at  first,  they  must 
now  be  convinced  of  the  injustice  of  the  enemy.  The 
British  commissioners  instead  of  discussing  the  real 
subjects  in  controversy  between  the  two  nations,  set 
up  new,  unheard  of,  and  degrading  demands  on  our 
national  territory,  so  outrageously  unjust  and  humi- 
liating, that  there  is  not  a man  to  be  found  in  our 
country  who  does  not  spurn  them;  and  one  of  the 
most  pernicious  of  these  is  given  as  a sine  qua  non. 
Can  it  be  doubted  then  that  we  are  engaged  in  a war 
for  national  defence,  involving  in  its  consequences 
the  safety  and  independence  of  America?  This  being 
the  case,  it  is  impossible  to  contemplate  any  other 
state  of  things,  than  an  unanimous  determination  to 
prosecute  the  war  with  vigor,  until  at  least  these  ex- 
orbitant demands  are  relinquished,  and  our  enemy 
disposed  to  listen  to  reasonable  terms. 

In  every  measure  which  you  may  adopt  for  the 
public  interest,  you  may  calculate  on  a ready  and. 
faithful  co-operation  on  mv  part. 

WILLIAM  S.  PENNINGTON. 

Jersey,  October , 1814. 


Legislature  of  Connecticut. 

GOVERNOR’S  SPEECH  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  council , Mr.  speaker  and  house  of" 
representative's — The  war  in  which  the  nation  is  un- 
happily involved,  subjected  this  state  to  unusual  em- 
barrassments during  the  last  campaign,  and  from  a 
cause  sufficiently  known  to  the  world.  Other  causes 
have  augmented  these  embarrassments  the  present 
year.  An  unexplained  and  I may  add  unjustifiable  at- 
tack upon  the  town  of  Stenington,  followed  by 
threats  of  the  enemy  to  lay  waste  the  sea-coast  wher- 
ever assailable,  necessarily  called  into  service  nume- 
rous bodies  of  militia.  The  resolve  of  the  general  as- 
sembly equally  just  and  liberal  in  its  provisions, 
which  directed  tiie  commander  in  chief  to  discharge 
from  the  treasury  of  the  state  the  wages  of  such 
troops  as  might  be  employed  at  the  request  of  the  ge- 
neral government,  in  the  event  of  a failure  on  the  part 
of  that  government  to  pay  them, has  thus  far  been  car- 
ried into  effect.  The  personal  sacrifices  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  engaged  in  the  service,  although  endured 
with  patience  have  been  sensibly  felt;  whilst  the  pay 
and  subsistence  of  so  large  a force  with  the  incidental 
expenditures,  it  will  be  readily  perceived  must  have 
borne  heavily  upon  the  funds  of  the  state.  It  was  the 
expectation  of  the  legislature  that  the  sums  required 
for  these  objects  would  either  be  regularly  supplied 
in  the  first  instance  by  the  national  government,  or 
if  advanced  by  the  state,  would  be  promptly  reim- 
bursed. I atn  compelled  to  inform  you  that  this  ex- 
pectation is  not  fulfilled.  Partial  supplies  were  in- 
deed furnished  by  the  war  department.  These  how- 
ever did  not  commence  with  the  campaign,  and  for 
: a considerable  time  past  they  have  been  altogether 
| withheld;  particularly  from  that  portion  of  our  mili- 
tary force  called  out  at  the  request  of  the  national 
executive,  and  at  the  moment  employed  in  protecting 
the  ships  and  other  property  of  the  United  States. 
The  pretensions  set  up  to  justify  this  transaction 
have  never  before  been  urged  in  this  state.  They 
are  in  my  judgment  entirely  incompatible  with  its 
rights. 

But  although  the  pruned  support  was  withdrawn 
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ihe  service  was  not  abandoned.  My  duty  to  liie  na-  liar  satisfaction  ibe  patriotic  efforts  of  our  fellow 
t;on  and  the  state  forbade  any  other  course  than  that  i citizens  in  this  and  other  towns  on  ihe  coast,  in 
which  would  contt ibute  to  the  honor  and  safety  of,  constructing  fortifications  for  their  immediate  de- 
both.  The  documents  regarding  h procedure  so  un-  fence.  To  furnish  the  works  with  suitable  ordnance, 
expected  will  at  a proper  time  be  laid  before  you.  where  it  is  not  already  provided,  is  ihe  least  reward 


you  can  bestow  on  tliess  laudable  exertions. 

You  will  learn  with  equal  satisfaction  that  im- 
portant additions  are  made  to  the  corps  of  volunteer 


prop 

Under  such  circumstances,  gentlemen,  and  thus  un 
assisted,  we  are  left  to  defend  ourselves  against  a 
formidable  and  exasperated  enemy.  It  becomes  us 
to  acknowledge  the  Divine  hand  in  the  protection  J exempts,  and  at  those  points  where  tlieirservic.es 
hitherto  afforded  us,  and  with  humble  confidence  in  jare  the  most  required.  The  disposition  thus  to  in- 
tile same  Almighty  aid,  to  persevere  in  the  honorable  j crease  the  effective  force  of  the  state  is  happily  pre- 
anJ  resolute  discharge  of  our  duly.  I vailing,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  extend  to  every 

To  liie  troops  of  all  descriptions  employed  in  the; man  capable  of  bearing  arms,  who  values  either  his 
defence  of  the  state,  the  highest  praise  is  due  for  a own  security,  or  those  institutions  which  are  hallow- 
line  of  conduct  every  way  creditable  to  them  as  citi-  ed  by  time,  and  rendered  inestimable  by  the  uniium* 
zciis  and  as  soidiers.  Their  love  of  order  has  been  j bered  blessings  they  confer. 

uniform,  ajtd  their  martial  spirit  exemplary  on  va-j  I have  received  and  shall  lay  before  you  in  offi- 
cious and  trying  occasions.  The  assault  upon  Sto-icial  communication  from  the  governor  of  Rhode 
nington  was  resisted  with  a firmness  and  intrepidity ! Island,  expressing  the  readiness  of  that  state  to  af- 
that  merit  unqualified  applause  1 ford  us  assistance  “in  case  of  invasion  or  imminent 

Whether  the  state  shall  be  defended,  is  a question  [ danger  thereof”  and  soliciting  from  this  state,  un- 
on  which  I presume  there  is  but  one  opinion.  The  der  an  exchange  of  circumstances,  alike  co-opera- 
rnost  economical  and  efficient  mode  of  accomplishing  | tion.  A proposition,  so  friendly  in  itself,  and  which 
the  object  becomes  an  interesting  inquiry.  What-  reminds  us  of  those  early  associations  formed  by 
ever  system  of  defence  maybe  thought  best  adapted  our  common  ancestors  in  times  of  great  public  ca- 
to  our  situation,  I trust  we  are  satisfied  that  to  rely  lamity,  is  surely  entitled  to  respectful  consideration, 
solely  ort  the  militia  to  guard  our  extended  sea-coast  | Gentlemen — The  Usual  business  of  the  session 
is  neither  politic  nor  reasonable.  It  is  a service  »p-  will  engage  your  attention  without  a particular  re- 
pressive to  them  and  highly  inconvenient  and  expen-  commendation  from  me.  Your  Chief  concern  will 
sive  to  the  state;  nor  ought  the  duties  of  a camp  or  be  directed  to  the  critical  aspect  of  our  national 
garrison,  unless  in  extreme  cases,  to  be  required  of  affairs,  and  to  its  influence  upon  the  present  safety 
them.  The  same  objection  applies  in  degree  to  every  and  future  prosperity  of  this  state.  The  occurrences 
other  species  of  our  military  force  as  at  presant  or-  which  have  taken  place  since  the  last  session  of  the 
ganized.  Permit  me  therefore  to  suggest  the  expe- ! general  assembly,  can  be  viewed  with  ho  ordinary 
diency  of  raising  a select  corps,  for  the  specific  pur- ' sensations.  The  sanguinary  temper  with  which  the 
pose  of  watching  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  j war  is  prosecuted — a vast  accumulation  of  d«bt — a 
of  resisting  iiis  approach,  until  the  assistance  of  the  ruined  commerce  a^d  the  Consequent  depression  of 
ordinary  forces  can  be  obtained.  The  number  of  public  and  private  credit — extensive  encroachments 


troops  and  mode  of  raising  them,  their  particular 
organization  and  period  of  service,  with  the  means 
of  supporting  such  an  establishment  and  of  meeting 
the  unavoidable  expenses  growing  out  of  a state  of 
War,  will  of  course  enter  into  your  deliberations  upon 
this  subject. 

But  in  any  point  of  view  the  importance  of  im 


on  the  maritime  frontier,  and  finally  the  invasion  of 
the  American  Metropolis,  attended  with  circum- 
stances deeply  wounding  to  our  national  honor,  are 
among  the  misfortunes  which  have  marked  this 
eventful  period.  On  the  other  hand,  new  and  illus- 
trious proofs  of  the  consummate,  skill  and  bravery 
which  characterize  our  seamen,  and  the  undaunted 


proving  the  militia  by  every  practicable  method  is  resolution  with  which  hostile  aggression  has  in  va- 
evident.  Those  reforms  Which  experience  may  have  i rioits  instances  been  repelled  from  our  borders,  have 
rendered  advisable  will  not  escape  your  observation,  j not  left  us  wholly  without  consolation,  nor  without 
You  will  however  allow  me  to  recommenc,  what  1 recollection  of  that  system  of  policy  which,  under 
have  once  before  had  the  honor  to  mention,  an  in-  |God,  would  have  established  the  security  of  this  na- 
crease  of  the  artillery.  By  the  act  of  congress  passed  j tion.  We  are  continually  furnished  with  evidence  that 
m 1792,  one-eleventh  part  only' of  the  militia  is  re-  although  the  spirit  of  conquest  is  foreign  to  the 
served  both  for  artillery  and  cavalry.  We  have  a j genius  of  our  government,  and  to  the  moral  habits 
greater  proportion  of  the  latter  than  of  the  former  j of  the  people,  the  resources  of  the  Country  under  a 
and  with  much  less  occasion  for  them.  It  would  be  ! wise  and  vigorous  direction,  are  abundantly  adequate 
very  desirable  to  preserve  our  excellent  body  of  dra- 1 to  its  defence.  We  had  hoped  at  the  commencement 
goons  unbroken,  if  without  reducing  their  number  of  hostilities,  for  such  a distribution  of  these  resour- 

have  es- 
irstied, 
ihata 

artillery,  the  advantages  of  both  descriptions  of  force  ! war  waged  by  the  national  authorities  is  thrown  for 
would  in  a good  degree  be  combined,  that  the  change  i its  support  upon  individual  states.  The  legislature 
could  be  effected  with  little  difficulty,  and  that  it  of  the  nation  cannot  be  inattentive  to  this  unprece- 


wouid  be  cheerfully  embraced  by  a competent  num- 
ber of  that  respectable  corps.  On  the  beneficial  con- 
sequences of  such  au  arrangement,  no  comment  is 
necessary. 

Orders  have  been  issued  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  several  resolutions  of  the  legislature  respecting 
the  proof  of  arms,  mounting  of  ordnance,  the  pur- 
chase of  munitions  of  war,  and  other  objects  con- 
nected with  the  service.  The  reports  of  the  proper 
officers  charged  with  their  execution  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  your  examination. 

You  must  ha\®  ohsdred,  gentlemen,  with  pecu* 


dented  slate  of  things. — They  will  perceive  not  on- 
ly the  justice  but  the  necessity  of  relieving  the 
states  from  a burden,  which  it’  was  the  primary  ob- 
ject of  their  union  to  avoid.  In  the  mean  time,  gen- 
tlemen, the  duties  devolved  upon  us  are  arduous. 
They  will  be  executed  I trust  with  proportionate 
zeal  and  firmness  And  may  the  Divine  blessing  at- 
tend our  endeavours  to  preserve  the  important  ins 
terests  committed  to  our  charge. 

JOHN  COTTON  SMITH. 

General  assembly, 

October  session,  *7.  D 181 
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IMPORT  ANT  REPORT. 

To  the  honorable  the  general  ussemb  y now  in  session. 

The  committee  lo  vvliom  was  referred  the  spc  .c.i 
of  his  excellency  the  governor,  with  the  documents 
accompanying  the  same;  and  also  his  excellency’s 
message  presenting  a communication  from  the  go- 
vernor of  Massachusetts: 

REPORT 

That’  the  condition  01  tins  state  demands  the 
most  serious  attention  of  the  legislature.  We  We 
ly  enjoyed,  in  common  With  the  other  members  of 
the  national  confederacy,  the  blessings  of  peace.  The 
industry  of  our  citizens,  m every  iep-rtment  of 
active  life,-  was  abundantly  rewarded.  Our  cities 
and  villages  exhibited  indications-  of  increasing 
wealth,  and  the  foreign  relations  of  the  union  se- 
cured our  safety  and  nourished  our  prosperity. 

The  scene  is  now  reversed  We  are  summoned 
to  the  field  of  war,  and  to  surrender  our  treasures 
for  our  defence.  The  fleets  of  a powerful  enemy 
hover  on  our  coasts,  blockade  our  harbours  and 
threaten  our  towns  and  cities  with  fire  and  desola- 
tion. 

When  a commonweal  h suddenly  falls  from  a state 
of  high  prosperity,  it  behoves  the  guardians  of  its 
interests  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  its  decline, 
and  with  deep  solicitude,  to  seek  a remedy. 

In  the  latter  part  of  last  century,  a spirit  of  daring 
enterprize — imp  .tient  of  restraint — regardless  of  the 
sanctions  of.  religion — hostile  to  human  happiness 
and  aspiring  to  Supreme  power — overturned  many 
ancient  governments,  made  Europe  a scene  of  car- 
nage, and  threatened  with  ruin  all  that  was  valuable 
in  the  cizilized  world.  The  history  of  its  progress 
and  decline  is  familiar  to  every  mind.  Nations 
without  the  reach  of  the  immense  physical ■■•power 
which  it  embodied  were  tainted  by  its  corruptions. 
— .nd  every  state  and  province  in  Christendom  has 
felt  its  baleful  influences.  By  the  pure  principles 
inherited  from  our  fathers,  conducive  at.  once  to  the 
preservation  of  liberty  and  order,  this  state  has  been 
eminently  exempt,  in  its  interior  policy,  from  the 
modern  scourge  of  nations.  In  tiius  withstanding 
this  potent  advers  try  of  all  ancient  establishments, 
while  many  monarchies  have  been  subverted,  we 
have  exhibited  to  the  world  the  highest  evidence, 
that  a free  constitution  is  not  inconsistent  with  lit 
strength  or  civil  government,  and  tna  the  virtue  of 
the  people  is  the  best  preservative  of  both. 

Occupying  a comparatively  small  e;  ritory  and  na- 
turally associating,  during  the  revolutionary  war, 
with  states  whose  views  were  identified  witii  ours, 
our  interest  and  inclinations  led  us,  to  unite  in  !he 
great  national  compact,  smee  defined  and  consoli- 
dated by  the  constiuiium  of  the  United  States.  We 
had  justly  anticipated,  from  that  union,  the  preser- 
vation and  advancement  of  our  dearest  rights  and 
interests,  and  while  the  Father  of  his  coun  ty,  and 
those  other  great  and  wise  men,  who,  m.udful  of 
their  high  duties,  and  reg  irdless  of  local  and  parti 
considerations*  consulted  ’.he  happiness  of  the  com- 
monwedih — guided  our  council  ',  we  were  not  dis- 
appointed in  our  expectations.  Tne  federal  govern- 
ment, in  which  our  own  venerable  sta  esmen  were 
conspicuous,  was  revered  in  every  nation.  An  A- 
menenn,  in  foreign  lands,  was  honorable  for  his 
country’s  sake.  A rich  and  virtuous  population  was 
rapidly  reducing  the  limits  of  our  extensive  wilder- 
ness, and  the  commerce  of  America  was  in  every 
sea. 

But  a coalition,  no|  less  evident  than  if  defined 
by  the  articles  of  a formal  treaty,  arose  between  the 
national  administration  and  that  fearful  tyrant  :n 
Europe,  who.  was  aspiring  to  the  dominion  of  the 
World.  No  means*  however  destructive  to  the  com- 


merce, and  hazardous  to  the  peace  of  this  country' 
were  left  unaitempied,  to  aid  his  efforts,  and  unite 
our  interests  and  our  destinies  wiih  his  From  this' 
fatal  cause,  we  are  bereft  of  the  respectable  standing 
w - once  held  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  impover- 
ished by  a long  course  of  commercial  restrictions, 
involved  in  an  odious  . nd  disastrous  war,  and  sub- 
jected to  all  the  complicated  calamities  which  we 
now  deplore. 

Thus  driven  against  our  inclinations,  from  every 
object  of  our  be-.,  hopes,  and  bound  to  an  inglorious 
struggle  to  defend  our  dwellings  from  a public  ene- 
my; we.  hau  no  apprehension,  much  as  we  had  suf- 
fered from  the  n tional  government,  that  it  would" 
•refuse  to  yield  us  such  protection  as  its  scanty  trea- 
sures might  afford — much  less  could  we  doubt,  that 
thosu  disbursements,  which  might  be  demanded  of 
this  state  would  be  passed  to  our  credit  on  the  books 
of  the  treasury.  Such,  however,  has  not  been  the 
course  adopted  by  the  national  agents.  All  supplies 
have  been  withdrawn  from  the  militia  of  this  state 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  The  ground- 
ltss  pretext  for  this  unwarrantable  measure  was, 
their  submission  to  our  officer  assigned  them  by  the 
commander  in  chief,  in  perfect  conformity  with  mi- 
itary  usage,  and  thepiinciples  of  a request  from  the 
president  himself,  under  which  a part  of  them  were 
detached.  The  injustice  of  that  measure,  by  which, 
we  were  compelled  to  sustain  alone,  the  burden  of 
supplying  and  paying  our  own  force  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States — a service  rendered  necessary 
to  defend  our  territory  from  invasion — is  highly  ag- 
gravated by  the  consideration  that  the  danger  which 
ailed  them  lo  the  field,  and  the  concentration  of 
the  enemy’s  forces  on  our  coasts,  have  resulted  from 
the  ships  of  die  United  States  having  taken  refuge 
in  our  waters:  Were  this  the  only  instance  evin- 
cive of  the  disregard  of  the  administration  to  the 
just  claims  and  best  interests  of  this  state— the  only 
ground  to  fear  that  we  are  forgotten  In  their  coun- 
cils except  as  subjects  of  taxation  and  oppression." 
— we  should  choose  to  consider  it  an  instance  ano- 
malous and  solitary — still  yield  them  our  confidence, 
and  hope  for  protection,  to  the  extent  of  their  pow- 
er, in  this  season  of  unusual  calamity. 

Protection  is  the  first  and  most  important  claim 
of  these  states  on  the  government  of  the  nation.  It 
is  a primary  condition  essential  to  the  very  obliga- 
tion of  every  compact  between  rulers  and  their  sub- 
jects. To  obtain  that,  as  a principal  object,  Con- 
necticut bee  me  a member  of  the  nat  ional  confede- 
racy.— in  a defensive  war,  a government  would  stand 
justified,  after  making  a fair  application  of  its  pow- 
ers to  that  important  end — for  it  could  do  no  more. 
But  when  a government  hastily  declares  war  with- 
out providing  the  indispensable  means  of  conduct- 
ing it — want  of  means  is  no  apology  for  refusing  pro- 
tection. In  such  a case,  the  very  declaration  of  war, 
is,  of  itself,  a breach  of  the  sacred  obligation,  inas- 
much as  the  loss  of  protection  by'the  subject,  is  the 
n aural  and  inevitable  c msequence  of  the  measure. 
When  the  war  annihilates  the  only  revenue  of  the 
nation,  ihe  violation  of  the  original  contract  is  still 
more  p dpabie.  If  waged  for  foreign  conquest,  and- 
the  wreck  of  the  national  treasures  devoted  to  a 
fruitless  invasion  of  ihe  enemy’s  territory,  the  cha- 
racter of  this  act  is  more  criminal,  but  not  more 
clear. 

Whatever  may  be  the  disposition  of  the  national' 
executive  towards  this  state,  during  the  sequel  of 
tiie  war,  such  is  the  condition  of  the  public  finances, 
that  constant  and  very  great  advances  must  be  made 
from  our  state  treasury,  to  meet  the  expenditures 
necessary  for  our  own  defence.  But  the  utmost  ef- 
forts of  this  state  under  the  most  favorable  circuna 


v Stances  fm*  raising  revenue,  would  be 
quute  to  the  costly  operations  of  defending  against 
a great  n*val  power,  a sea  coat  of  more  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  in  length.  Much  less.ai 
this  inauspicious  period,  when  die  distresses  of  me 
people  are  enhanced  by  die  embarr  assments  of  our 
monied  institutions,  and  the  circulating  medium! 
constantly  diminishing,  can  any  thing  be  spared  con- 
sistently with  our  safety.  Yet  the  national  govern- 
ment are  dooming  us  to  enormous  taxation,  without 
affording  any  just  confidence  that  we  shall  share  in 
the  expenditure  of  the  public  revenue.  The  inva- 
sion of  Canada  is  persevaringly  pursued,  our  co  <sts 
left  defenceless,  and  the  treasures  of  the  country  ,-x 
h.ms ted  on  more  favored  points  of  the  na’ional 
frontier.  To  meet  those  demands  and  at  the  same 
time,  to  defend  ourselves  is  impossible.  Whatever 
we  may  contribute,  we  have  no  reasonable  ground  to 
expect  protection  in  return.  The  people  of  this 
state  have  no  disloyalty  to  the  interests  of  the  Union. 
For  their  fidelity  and  patriotism,  they  may  appeal, 
With  confidence,  to  the  national  archives  from  the 
commencement  of  the  revolutionary  war.  In 
achieving  the  independence  of  the  nation  they  bore 
an  honorable  part. — Their  contingent  in  men  and 
money  has  ever  been  prompdv  furnished  when  con- 
stitution illy  required.  Much  as  they  lament  the 
.present  unnatural  hostilities  with  Great  Britain, 
they  have  with  characteristic  obedience  to  lawful 
authority,  punctually  paid  the  late  taxes  imposed 
by  the  general  government.  On  every  lawful  de- 
mand  of  the  national  executive,  their  well  disciplin-j 
ed  militia  have  resorted  to  the  field — the  public  en- 
emy when  invading  their  shores,  have  been  met  at 
the  water’s  edge  and  valiantly  repelled.  They  duly 
appreciate  the  great  advantages,  which  would  re- 
sult from  the  federal  compact,  were  the  government 
administered  according  to  the  sacred  principles  of 
the  constitution.  They  have  not  forgotten  the  ties 
of  confidence  and  affection  which  bound  these  states 
to  each  other,  during  their  toils  for  independence, 
nor  the  national  honor  and  commercial  prosperity 
which  they  mutually  shared  during  the  happy 
years  of  a good  administration.  They  are,  at  the 
•dame  time,  conscious  of  their  rights  and  determined 
to  defend  them. — Those  sacred  liberties — those  in- 
estimable institutions  civil  and  religious,  which  their 
venerable  fathers  have  bequeathed  them,  are,  with 
the  blessings  of  Heaven,  to  be  maintained  at  every 
hazard,  and  never  to  be  surrendered  by  tenants  of 
the  soil,  which  the  ashes  of  their  ancestors  have 
consecrated. 

In  what  manner  the  multiplied  evils,  we  feel  and 
fear,  are  to  be  remedied,  is  a question  of  the  high- 
est moment,  and  deserves  the  greatest  consideration. 
The  documents  transmitted  by  his  excellency  the 
governor  of  Massachusetts,  present,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  an  eligible  method  of  combining 
the  wisdom  of  New  England,  in  devising,  on  full 
consultation,  a proper  course  to  be  adopted,  consis- 
tent with  our  obligations  to  the  United  States.  The 
following  resolutions  are  therefore  respectfully  sub 
mitted. 

Signed  by  order, 

HENRY  CHAMPION,  Chairman. 
General  assembly,  Oct.  1814. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  the  foregoing  re- 
port is  accepted  and  approved. 

Attest.  CHAS.  DENISON,  clerk. 

Concurred  in  the  upper  house. 

-Attest.  THOMAS  DAY,  secretary. 

' Resolved , That  seven  persons  be  appointed  dele- 
gates from  this  state,  to  meet  the  delegates  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and  of  any  other 
cf  the  New  England  states,,  at  Hartford,  on  the  15thj 


day  of  December  next,  and  confer  with  them  on  the 
subjects  proposed  by  a resolution  of  said  common- 
wealth communicated  to  this  legislature,  and  upon 
any  other  subjects  which  m.«y  come  before  them,  for 
the  purpose  of  devising  -ml  recommending  such 
measures  for  the  safety  and  welf-re  of  these  states, 
as  may  consist  with  our  obligations  as  members  of 
me  national  union. 

General  assembly,  October  session,  1814. 

P issed  in  the  house  or*  representatives. 

Attest.  CHAS  DENISON,  Clerk. 

Concurred  in  the  upp -r  house. 

A!.  test.  THOMAS  DAY,  secretary. 

A true  copy. 

Attest.  THOMAS  DAY,  sjcretarv. 

[The  other  resolution  relates  »o  the  trmsmissioa 
of  the  report  to  tiie  governors  of  the  New-Engiand 
states.] 


In  Senate  of  Massachusetts* 

October  18 //*,  1814.  The  hon.  VIr.  Hill,  this  day 
moved — “that  a committee  be  appointed  to  enquire 
into  tiie  fac'.s  in  relation  to  the  occupation  of  a large 
tract  of  territory  in  the  district  of  Maine  belonging 
to  this  commonwealth,  by  he  enemy;  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  expelling  him  i herefrom,  and  of 
the  most  ready  and  effectual  manner  of  doing  it.” 

The -necessity  of  adopting  such  a course  was  stre- 
nuously urged  by  the  mover,  and  the  lion.  Messrs. 
Paris,  Moody,  Kinsely  and  Holme?,  and  was  opposed 
by  the  hon.  Messrs.  Mills,  Sergeant,  Thorndike  and 
CKis. 

In  favor  of  its  adoption,  it  was  said  by  the  mover, 
that  the  enemy  had  taken  possession  of  more  than 
one  third  of  the  district  which  he  represented  ; that 
their  conduct  had  been  such  as  to  render  their 
continuance  truly  alarming,  and  that  the  people 
whom  he  represented,  had  expected  that  the  prima- 
ry object  of  the  present  session  was  to  provide 
measures  immediately  to  regain  possession  of  our 
invaded  territory — lie  hoped  they  would  not  be  dis- 
appointed in  that  expectation  ; that  the  legislature 
would  not  abandon  that  section  of  the  commonwealth 
while  a disposition  was  manifested  to  render  the 
most  ample  pi  oteclion  to  other  parts.  He  h td  no- 
ticed, with  surprise,  that  this  subject,  which  to  him 
seemed  of  the  greatest  importance,  had  passed  un- 
noticed until  this  late  day  in  the  session,  and  that 
nothing  but  a sense  of  duty  to  his  constituents  could 
have  induced  him  to  trouble  the  board.  He  hoped 
the  enquiry  would  be  made,  and  had  no  doubt  gen- 
tlemen would  then  be  satisfied  that  some  effective 
measures  ought  immediately  to  be  adopted  to  relieve 
a large  portion  of  the  citizens  of  this  district,  who 
ivere  now  under  the  control  of  the  enemy,  and  that 
he  considered  this  course  particularly  necessary,  as 
he  understood  the  governor  had  intimated  to  his  col- 
league (hon.  Mr.  Kinsley)  that  no  troops  should  be  sent 
to  their  assistance  at  present.  The  same  reasons  were 
urged  by  oilier  gentlemen  in  the  minority,  but  with- 
out success.  The  senate  ref  used  to  make  the  enquiry, 
or  to  take  any  measures  to  give  relief  to  tins  oppressed 
section  of  the  common-wealth. 

The  hon  Mr.  Hill,  moved  on  the  succeeding  day, 
a reconsideration  of  the  vote,  whereby  the  senate  re- 
fused io  make  any  enquiry  or  adopt  any  measures 
relative  to  the  occupation  of  a part  of  'he  district 
of  Maine  by  the  nemy  ; bit  - f er  debate,  THE  CON- 
SIDERATION WAS  DENIED ! 


THE  WASP,  after  a Frolic,  took  a Reiri'leer,  then  like  the  hard 
of  Avon,  [Shakxjiear'i  birth  place]  coun'il  tiie  motes  of  Yankee 
harmony,  to  Johnny  Bull.  If  captain  Plukely  should  return  to 
France,  as  it  is  probable  he  may,  a In  rcatching  a few  more  $f 
the  enemy,  what  will  the  Frenchmen  hi»b  *f  him  and  ns£ 
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Pirates  of  Barataria. 

Copies  of  letters  from  eommodore  Patterson  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  dated 

New  Orleans,  lOlli  October, 1814. 

Sin — I have  very  great  satisfaction  in  reporting  to 
you,  tli at  the  contemplated  expedition  against  the 
pirates,  so  long  and  strongly  established  among  the 
western  islands  and  waters  of  this  state,  of  which  1 
had  the  honor  to  inform  you  in  iny  letter  ol  the  16th 
ult.  lias  terminated  in  the  capture  and  destruction  of 
all  tlieir  vessel#  in  port — their  establishments  on  the 
islands  of  Grand  Terre,  Grand  Isle  and  Gheniere  Ca- 
m'mada,  usd  the  dispersion  of  the  band  themselves. 
The  successful  issue  of  this  attack  upon  them  will,  I 
trust,  prevent  their  -ever  collecting  again  in  force 
sufficient  to  injure  the  commerce  of  this  state. 

The  force  of  the  pirates  was  twenty  pieces  of 
cannon,  mounted,  of  different  calibres,  and,  as  1 have 
learnt  since  my  arrival,  from  eight  hundred  to  one 
thousand  men  of  all  nations  and  colors. 

I have  brought  with  me  to  this  city  six  fme  schoon- 
ers and  one  felucca,  cruisers  and  prizes  of  tl*e  pi- 
rates, and  pne  armed  schooner  under  Curtuagenhm 
colors  found  iu  company  and  ready  to  oppose  the 
force  under  my  command. 

Herewith  I luve  the  honor  to  transmit  a detailed 
account  of  this  expedition,  which,  1 hope,  will  prove 
sati factory  to  the  department,  as  also  a copy  of  a 
letter  from  Lafitte,  the  chief  of  the  pirates , to  cap- 
tain JLpckyer,  of  H.B-  M.  brig  Sophia,  wmch  forms 
the  conclusion  of  a correspondence  entered  into  be- 
tween the  English  commanders  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexi- 
co and  the  I'ioridus,  and  the  pirates,  copies  of  which 
his  excellency  governor  Claiborne  informs  me  he 
transmitted  to  the  department  of  state.  This  cor- 
respondence shews  the  importance  of  the  expedition 
and  the  important  species'  of  force  we  have  prevent- 
ed the  enemy’s  receiving  by  their  proposed  alliance 
with  the  pirates,  and  added  to  our  own. 

I have  tiie  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration 
and  respect;  vour  obedient  servant,. 

DANIEL  T.  PATTERSON. 
The  hon.  Wm.  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

New?  Orleans,  October  10,  1314. 

Srti — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  1 depart- 
ed from  this  city  on  the  llth  ult.  accompanied  by 
colonel  Ross,  with  a detachment  of  seventy  of  the 
44th  regiment  of  influitry-r-on  the  12th  reached  the 
schooner  Carolina,  at'  FUquemine  and  formed  a 
junction  with  the  gun  vessels  at  the  Balize  on  the 
13th— sailed  from  the  south-west  pass  on  the  evening 
of  the  15th  and  at  half  past  8 A.  M.  on  the  16th 
made  the  Island  of  Grand  Terre,  (Barataria)  and 
discovered  a number  of  vessels  in  the  harbor,  some 
of  which  shewed  Carthagenian  colors — at  9 perct  • • 
ed  the  pirates  forming  their  vessels,  ten  in  number, 
including  prizes,  into  a line  of  battle  near  the  en- 
trance of  the  haabor,  and  making  every  preparation 
to  bffer  me  battle— -at  10,  wind  light  and  variable, 
formed  the  order  of  battle  with  the  6 gun  vessels, 
viz.  Nos.  5,  23,  156,  162,  163  and  65,  the  Sea-IIorse 
tender,  mounting  1 six  pounder  and  fifteen  men,  and 
a launch  mounting  1 twelve  pound  carronade ; the 
schooner  Carolina  drawing  too  much  water  to  cross 
the  bar — at  half  past  10  perceived  several  smokes 
jjfiong  the  coast  as  signals,  and  at  the  same  time  a 
white  flag  hoisted  on  board  a schooner,  at  the  fore, 
n American  flag  at  the  main-masthead,  and  a Car- 
thagenian flag  (under  which  the  pirates  cruize)  at 
her  topping  lift;  replied  with  a white  flag  at  my 
main;  at  11  discovered  that  the  pirates  had  fired 
two  of  their  best  schooners;  hauled  down  rny  white 
flag  and  made  the  signal  for  battle— hoisting  with  it 
& large  white  flag  bearing  the  words  “pardon  to  de- 


serters,” having  heard  there  were  a number  from  the 
armv  and  navy  there,  who  wished  to  return  if  as- 
sured of  pardon,  and  which  the  president’s  proof'-, 

, mat  ion  offered  till  the  17th.  At  a quarter  past  11 
[gun-vessels  No.  23  and  156  (the  latter  bearing  my 
pendant)  grounded,  and  were  passed  agreeably  to 
my  previous  order,  by  the  other  four  which  entered, 
the  harbor;  manned  my  barge  and  the  boats  belong- 
ing to.  the  grounded  vessels,  and  proceeded  in,  when 
to  my  great  disappointment  I perceived  that  the 
pirates  had  abandoned  their  vessels,  and  were  flying 
in  boats,  in  all  directions.  I immediately  sent  the 
launch  and  two  gun  barges  with  small  boats  in  pu:- 
suit  of  them— at  meridian  took  possession  of  all 
their  vessels  in  harbor,  consisting  of  six  schooners 
and  one  felucca,  cruizers  and  prizes  of  the  pirate#, 
one  brig,  a prize,  and  two  armed  schooners  under 
the  Carthagenian  flag,  both  in  the  line  of  battle, 
with  the  armed  vessels  of  the  pirates,  and  apparently 
with  an  intention  to  aid  them  in  any  resistance  they 
might  make  against  me,  as  their  crews  were  at 
quarters,  tom  pinna  out  of  their  guns,  and  matches 
lighted.  Colonel  Ross  at  the  same  time  landed,  and 
wilh  his  command  took  possession  of  their  establish- 
ment on  the  shore,  consisting  of  about  forty  houses 
af  different  sizes,  badly  constructed,  and  thatched 
with  palme to  leaves. 

When  I perceived  the  enemy  forming  their  vessels 
into  a line  of  battle,  I felt  confident  from  their 
number  and  very  advantageous  position;  and  their 
number  of  men,  that  they  would  have  fought  me; 
their  not  doing  so  I regret;  for  had  they,  I should 
have  been  enabled  more  effectually  to  destroy  or 
make  prisoners  (if  them  and  their  leaders;  but  it  is 
a subject  of  great  satisfaction  to  me,  to  have  effected 
the  object  of  my  enterprise,  viz,  capturing  all  their 
vessels  in  port,  and  dispersing  the  band  without 
having  one  of  my  brave  fellows  hurt. 

The  enemy  had  mounted  on  their  vessels  twenty 
pieces  of  cannon  of  different  calibre;  and,  as  1 have, 
since  learnt,  from  800  to  1000  men,  of  all  nations 
and  colors,.. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  20th,  the  Carolina  at 
anchor,  about  five  miles  distant,  made  the  signal  of 
a “strange  sail  in  sight  to  Lire  eastward;”  immedi- 
ately after,  she  weighed  anchor,  and  gave  chase,  the 
strange  sail  standing  for  Grand  Terre,  with  all  sail;, 
at  half  past  8 the  chase  hauling  her  wind  off  shore 
to  escape;  sent  acting  lieutenant  Robert  Spcdden 
with  four  boats  manned  and  armed  to  prevent  her 
passing  the  harbor;  at  9 A.  M.  the  chase  fired  upon 
the  Carolina,  which  was  returned;  each  vessel  con- 
tinued firing  during  the  chase,  when  their  long  guns 
could  reach — at  10  the  chase  grounded  outside  the 
bar,  at  which  time  the  Carolina  was,  from  the  shoal- 
ness of  the  water,  obliged  to  haul  her  wind  off  shore, 
and  give  up  the  chase — opened  afire  upon  the  chase 
across  the  island  from  the  gun  vessels — at  half  past 
10  she  hauled  down  her  colors  and  was  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  lieutenant  Spedden — she  proved  to  be  the 
armed  schooner  called  the  general  Bolivar,  under  the 
Carthagenian  flag — by  grounding  she  broke  both  her 
rudder  pintles,  and  made  water — hove  her  off'  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  and  at  day-light  on  the  21st  sent 
out  a small  prize  schooner  to  lighten  her — took  from 
her  her  armament,  consisting  of  one  long  brass  18 
pounder,  one  long  brass  6 pounder,  two  12  pound 
carronades,  small  arms,  8tc.  and  twenty-one  packa- 
ges of  dry  goods,  and  brought  her  into  port;  and  as 
[ could  not  wait  for  the  repairs  necessary  for  her 
rudder,  ordered  her  to  this  port  for  adjudication.  1 
am  well  convinced  that  she  is  one  of  the  vessels  be- 
longing to,  or  connected  with  the  pirates,  as  signals 
of  recognition  for  her  were  found  on  board  one  of 
the  pirate’s  cruizers,  and  at  the  time  she  was  dxs- 
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covered,  she  was  standing  directly  for  Grand  Terre, 
which  she  still  endeavored  to  gain,  after  being  cha- 
sed by  the  Carolina,  not  knowing  of  our  being  in 
possession  of  it;  she  tired  several  shots  at  the  Caro- 
lina, after  the  latter  had  shewn  her  colors. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  23d.  got  under  way,  wi'h 
the  whole  squadron,  in  all  seventeen  vessels — (but 
durinq:  the  night  one  schooner  under  Cartbageniun 


the  appearance  of  enemy’s  cruisers,  I should  have  de 
rived  great  aid  from  Captain  Henley,  his  officers 
and  crew,  who  all  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to 
partake  of  our  toils,  and  any  danger  thee  might  be 
to  encounter.  1 have  no  doubt  the  appearance  of 
the  Carolina  in  the  squadron  had  great  eflcct  upon 
the  pirates. 

I h ive  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration 


colors  escaped)— on  the  morning  of  the  24th  enter-  and  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
ed  the  .south-west  pass  of  this  river,  and  on  the  Is-  j ^ , ])  \NL.  T.  PATTERSON, 

inst.  arrived  opposite  this  city  with  all  my  aqua,  rhe  honorable  W.  Jones. 


.dron. 


Secretary  of  the  naru,  Washington* 


feueucs  of  UU  gg^rr. 


The  amount  of  the  prizes  and  prize  goods  will  I 
probably  be  considerable  ; but  at  present  cannot  be  ! 
ascertained.  J 

Three  of  the  schooners  are  admirably  adapted  i 
for  the  public  service  on  this  station,  being  uncom-i  MISCELLANEOUS, 

monlv  fleet  sailers  and  light  draught  of  water,  and  | vekmont,  Montpelier  J\'ov.  3 — “The  M.issachu- 
v/ould  be  of  infinite  public  utility.  I setts,  resolutions  have  been  before  us,  and  the  com- 

I cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  commenda- 1 mitteeto  whom  the)  were  referred  consist  ing  of  3 re- 
tion  of  the  good  conduct  of  the  officers,  seamen  and  ] publicans  and  8 federalists  from  the  house,  and  :>  fc- 
marines  whom  1 have  the  honor  to  command  ; *>o-  j Jeralists  from  the  council,  have  unanimously  report- 
tiling  could  exceed  the  zeal  shewn  by  all  on  this  oc-  jed  against  the  adopting  them  and  appointing  dele- 
casion.  Agates,  and  when  the  report  came  before  the  house, 

it  was  unanimously  accep  ed.” 

Massachusetts.  The  British  with  a contemptible 
force  at  Castine , hold  peaceable  possession  of  about 
one  fourth  of  the  territory  of  Massachusetts , with 
her  “r0,0e0  militia.”  Every  thing  seems  settled  into 
a royal  provincial  government.! 

new-hampshire,  it  appears,  will  no'  be  represented 
in  the  congress  at  Hartford.  A majority  of  the  coun- 
cil who  must  authorize  a call  of  ti  e legislature,  to 
appoint  delegates,  is  republican.  There  will  only 
therefore,  be  a representation  from  three  states;  in 
«U,  at  this  time,  about  as  populous  as  the  state  of 
New- York. 

camiikx,  (Me.)  A very  rich  vessel  bound  for  Cm- 


Great  credit  is  due  to  'lieutenant  Louis  Alexis 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Shields,  purser,  for  gallantly  lead- 
ing in,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy;  the  former  in  the 
Sea-horse  tender;  and  the  Latter  in  the  launch,  when 
-they  had  every  reason  to  believe  the  enemy  would 
open  their  whole  battery  upon  them,  supported  by 
gun  vessel  No.  5,  astern  of  them,  commanded  by  Mr. 
J.  D.  Ferris ; Mr.  Shields  very  handsomely  volun- 
teered his  services  on  this  expedition,  and  has  from 
his  being  a seaman  rendered  me  great  assistance  in 
taking  charge  of  and  bringing  one  of  the  prizes  to 
.this  city. 

Lieutenant  Thomas  A.  C.  Jones,  particularly  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  boarding  one  of  the  schoo- 


ners which  had  been  fired,  and  extinguishing  lhe|k'7ie,  said  to  be  worth  20,000  pounds,  sterling,  was 
lire  after  it  had  made  great  progress  ; a quantity  of  I brought  into  Camden,  on  the  3lst.  ultimo.  Shortly 
powder  being  left  in  her  open  cabin,  evidently  de  Lifter  a frigate,  a sloop  of  war  and  bomb  vessel  ap- 


ligned  to  blow  her  up  ; lie  is  also  with  lieutenant 
Norris,  and  acting  lieutenant  Thomas  S.  Cunning- 
ham, entitled  to  my  thanks  for  the  severe  duty  per- 
formed by  them  in  open  boats  for  several  days  and 
nights. 

Acting  lieutenant  Spedden  merits  particular  no- 
tice for  the  handsome  manner  in  which  he  led  the 
'boats  to  cut  off  the  General  Bolivar,  and  afterwards 
bringing  her  into  port. 

I am  also  greatly  indebted  to  lieutenant  Alexis, 
acting  lieutenants  Spedden  and  M’Keever,  sailing 
masters  J D.  Ferris,  George  Ulrick,  and  William 
Johnson,  for  their  indefatigable  exertions  in  fitting 
the  prizes  for  sea ; to  acting  lieutenant  M’Keever, 
also,  for  his  extrema  attention  to  the  duties  devolv- 
ing on  him  from  my  pendant  being  hoisted  on  board 
No.  23,  under  his  command.  I beg  leave,  sir,  to 
seize  this  opportunity  of  recommending  these  offi- 
cers to  your  particular  notice,  and  to  solicit  a con- 
firmation of  their  present  rank  for  acting  lieute- 
nants Robert  Spedden,  Isaac  M’Keever,  and  Thomas 
S.  Cunningham. 

It  affords  me  great  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that 
the  most  cordial  co-operation  of  Col.  Ross,  and  the 
detachment  of  his  regiment,  in  every  measure  adopt- 
ed or  duty  performed,  the  utmost  harmony  existing 
between  the  two  corps  during  the  whole  expedition, 
himself,  officers,  and  men  sharing  in  every  enter- 
prize  or  arduous  duty  where  their  services  could  be 
useful. 

Had  it  been  possible  for  the  Carolina  to  have  en- 
tered the  harbor,  or  prudent  to  have  drawn  her  offi- 
cers and  men  from  her,  when  anchored  in  an  open 
roadstead,  and  where  I had  every  reason  t>o  expect 


peared  off’  the  place  and  demanded  the  goods,*  or 
their  value;  under  the  penalty,  on  refusal,  to  destroy 
the  town.  But  the  goods  had  been  carried  30  miles 
into  the  interior,  the  British  commander  gave  them 
three  days  to  cons  ider  of  bis  demand,  at  the  same  time 
making  prisoners  of  the  selectmen.  In  the  interim 
some  militia  had  collected — and  the  enemy  retired 
without  firing  a *41111  and  without  the  goods,  but  car- 
rying off  the  selectmen  as  hostages  for  the  payment 
of  money  deni  mded. 

Nantucket  and  block  island — Capt.  Creighton, 
commander  of  the  flotilla  at  Newport,  (says  the 
Rhode  Island  American J h^s  issued  a naval  notice 
forbidding  all  boats  and  vessels,  of  every  d-  scrip- 
tion  belonging  to  or  sailing  from  Block  Island,  to 
1 enter  any  of  tite  harbors  or  ports  of  this  state.  This 
measure  has  been  adopted,  in  consequence  of  the 
traitorous  communication  the  people  of  Block  Island 
are  supposed  to  hold  with  the  e*n  -my’s  squadron. 

And  lieut.  M -gee,  commanding  at  Newbedforil 
has  issued  the  following — “No  vessel  belonging  to 
Nantucket  or  Block  Island,  will  be  allowed  to  enter 
the  port  of  Newbedford  ; and  all  vessels  belonging 
to  said  places  will  depart  in  ballast  only.” 

On  the  operation  of  these  orders,  wc  have  the  fol- 
lowing under  date  of  Providence  (R  I.)  Nov.  5,  no- 
ticing the  proceedings  of  the  legislature — On  Thurs- 
day, a complaint  was  made  to  the  house,  bv  the 
Block-Island  members,  that  they  had  been  stopped 
at  Newport  by  the  naval  officers  on  that  station, 
(agreeably  to  a late  order  for  the  examination  of  all 
Block-Island  boats)  and  detained  some  time.  A 
Newport  member  immediately  moved  the  appoint- 
ment of  a committee,  to  prepare  a statement  of 
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f<ct.s,  on  which  to  ground  a warrant  for  the  appre- 
hension of  the  United  Sts tes  officers,  \vhoh«iC.  < '^cn 
gtillty  of  this  “outrage”  on  the  honorable  members 
fiom  Block-Island — which  was  done.  Yesterday, 
this  committee  reported  three  affidavits,  stating  the 
facts  respecting  the  detention  ; and,  on  motion,  the 
3k use  resolved,  that  said  detention  was  a breach  of 
its  privileges  ; to  which  succeeded  a long  desultory 
conversation,  wherein  various  projects  were  sub- 
mitted fpr  healing  its  wounded  dignity,  and  tor  pu- 
nishing the  authors  of  this  ‘‘flagrant  outrage .”  I he 
who  e subject  was,  however,  finally  postponed  to 
the  next  session.  A committee  was  appointed  to 
draft  an  act  “for  the  better  security  oj  the  members! 

jjioeic  i.slaxd,  which  is  represented  in  the  legisla- 
ture of  Uaode-islaiid,  is  the  rendezvous  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  place  where  they  obtain  supplies  of  previsions 

and  water.  _ ■ 

Ghent  negoci  ation. — The  following  resolve  nas 
passed  the  Virginia  house  of  delegates— 121  to  22. 
Those  in  the  negative  appear  to  haye  wished  to  in- 
sert “extravagant”  for  arrogant,  and  “degrading” 
for  insulting,  as  marked  in  italic. 

Jiesolved,  That  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia 
regard  the  terms  proposed  by  the  commissioners  of 
Great 'Britain,  at  the  late  negociation  at  Ghent,  as 
the  basis  of  that  negociation,  with,  the  liveliest  emo- 
tions of  indignation  as  arrogant  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  and  insulting  todhe  United  States,  meriting 
instantaneous  rejection,  and  demanding  the  united 
exertions  of  every  citizen  of  these  states  in  the  vi- 
gorous and  efficient  prosecution  of  the  war,  until  it 
shall  be  terminated  by  a just  and  honorable  pence. 

Affairs  at  Detroit. — ’From  the  Cayuga  Patriot. — 
The  following  information  is  derived  from  a gentle- 
man direct  from  Detroit 

The  690  indian  warriors  consisting  for  the  most 
part  of  Sbawanoes,  Miamies.  and  Fotawattcttiies, 
who  accompanied  gov.  Cass  from  Greenville  to  De- 
troit, in  August,  last,  and  who  then  agreed  in  future 
to  direct  the  tomahawk  against  the  enemies  of  the 
United  Stales,  have  proved  faithful,  haying  been 
employed  on  two  expeditions  into  Canada.  The  first 
was  to  Oxford  on  the  Thames — the  last  to  the  Long 
Point  settlement.  The  object  of  these  expeditions 
was  to  diminish  the  resources  of  the  enemy,  ihe 
indians  in  no  instance  offered  personal  violence  to 
tiie  inhabitants  of  Canada,  but  their  unconquerable 
thirst  to  plunder  could  not  be  wholly  restrained. — 
At  Det  roit  they  were  quite  averse  to  discipline,  often 
forcibly  seizing  the  rations  issued  to  the  neutral  In- 
dians. Gov.  Cass  finding  them  unprofitable  to,  the 
service  dismissed- them. 

The  host  ile  Indians  (Chippawas  and  Sanagas)  had 
recently  committed  several  atrocious  murders  in  and 
about  Detroit.  A party  of  these  fellows  came  into 
the  town,  professed  friendship — drew  rations,  to- 
mahawked four  persons  and  made  off  with  them- 
selves. So  boid  had  they  become,  that  they  attempt- 
ed to  drive  off  a drove  of  cattle  in  full  view  of  the 
fort,  the  guns  of  which  were  actually  opened  upon 
them  before  they  could  be  compelled  to  relinquish 
their  booty.  The  almost  impervious  n,atdre  of  tne 
woods  in  the  rear  of  Detroit  rendered  pursuit  im- 
practicable, a few  only  of  the  fugitives  were  over- 
taken and  killed.  The  want  of  mounted  corps  to 
scour  the  surrounding  country  was  so  much  felt  as 
to  induce  governor  Cass  to  write  in  gen.  M‘ Arthur 
at  Urbanna,  to  hasten  cn  with  his  disposable  force 
with'  all  possible  expedition.  The  latter  arrived  at 
Detroit  on  the  2d  October,  three  days  previous  to  the 
departure  of  our  informant,  with  about  700  mount- 
ed riflemen.  Tiie  Indians  were  then  in  considerable 
numbers  lurking  in  the  woods.  Travelling  had  be- 
come extremely  dangerous;  boats  had  been,  frequent- 


ly, fired  on  between  Detroit  and  Malden,  and  two  men 
killed  within  two  miles  of  the  latter  place— a third 
was  taken  prisoner  by  two  savages,  but  rescued 
himself  in  the  night  by  killing  his  captors  while, 
asleep.  There  were  very  few  regular  troops  at  De- 
troi  , not  sufficient,  even  to  man  the  fort. 

female  patriotism.  The  ladies  of  Charleston ,S. 
C.  are  famed  all  over  the  world,  for  their  spirit  of  pa- 
triotism in  the  war  of  the  revolution.  Their  good 
deeds  are  embodied  in  the  history  of  our  country. 
It  is  delightful  to  observe  that  the  same  devotion  to 
freedom,  is  yet  paid  by  the  fair  of  that  city,  in  re- 
lieving the  wants  and  administering  to  the  comforts 
of  their  defenders.  One  of  them  lately  made  a do- 
nation of  one  hundred  shirts  to  the  militia  stationed 
there.  Tiie  good  example,  we  trust  will  be  follow- 
ed by  others. 

salt.  A Charleston  paper  observes  that  70,000 
bushels  of  salt  were  recently  sold  at  Amelia , for  70 
cents  per  bushel;  and  that  several  gentlemen  from 
Kentucky  had  contracted  to  deliver  that  article  in 
the  upper  districts  of  the  state  at  2 50  cents  per 
bushel.  The  price  in  Charleston,  was  (Not:.  3.)  about 
5 dollars  a bushel,  arid- about  the  same  in  Baltimore. 
There  are  many  manufactures  of  salt  on  the  sea- 
board. New- York  and  parts  adjacent  to  it,  with  the 
.whole  of  the  western  country,  have  plenty  of  it  from 
the  salt  springs. 

trade.  Thirty  sail  of  vessels  with  salt,  crates, 
wine,  dry  goods  See.  arrived  (inland), at  Savannah, 
for  the  southward  (~. Amelia J on  the  30th  ult. 

With  the  English,  squadron  in  L.  I,  Sound,  there 
is  and  has  been  for  a considerable  time,  a number  of 
trading  vessels  under  the  agency  of  a Mr.  Barclay, 
laden  with  dry  goods,  &c.  &c.  “ his  majesty’s”  navy 
has  come  to  a pretty  pass — glorious  in  robbing  hen 
roosts  and  smuggling. 

smuggling-.  Very  extensive  smuggling  of  late 
prevails  on  the  eastern  maritime  and  inland  frontier^ 
By  such  disgraceful  means  it  is  that  these  states 
are  overflown  with  specie.  Men  of  “ high  standing” 
are  engaged  in.  The  depravity  of  these  creatures 
is  beyond  anything  we  ever  expected  to  find  in  the 
Cnited  States.  It  would  be  well  for  the  people  to 
make  it  a principle  to  buy  nothing  that  comes  from 
that  quarter.  For  myself,  X never  will  knowingly  con- 
tribute one  mite  to  the  revenue  of  Great  Britain  or 
the  profits  of  his  friends  in  America,  it’  1 can  help  it. 

1 would  rather  pay  double  for  domestic  goods,  and 
Wear  my  coat  twice  as  long,  to  balance  the  extraor- 
dinary expenditure. 

BRITISH  naval  force.  The  following  is  the  a- 
mountof  the  British  Naval  force  to  July  1,  1814:— 
At  sea,  85  ships  of  the  line,  11  of  44  guns,  115  fri- 
gates, 84  sloops  and  5yatchts,  6 bomba,  128  brigs, 
1,7  cutters,  33  schooners,  gun  vessels  luggers,  &c.— 
Total  489 — in  port  and  fitting,  37  of  the  line,  5 of 
44'guns,  20  frigates,  28  sloops  &c.  2 bombs,  49  brigs, 
9 cutters,  14  schooners  &c. — Total  163.  Guard  ships, 
3 of  the  line,  4 of  50  guns,  3 friga’es,  5 sloops.  To- 
tal *16.  Hospital  ships, prison  ships, &c.  29  of  the  line, 

2 of  50  guns,  2 -loops — Total  33 — Ordinary  and  re- 
pairing for  service,  73  of  the  line,  10  from  50  to  44 
guns,  79  frigates,  40  sloops,  kc.  4 bombs,  kc.  15 
brigs,  1 cutter  1 schooner,  &.c.  Total  225,  Building, 
23  of  the  line,  4 of  48  guns,  9 frigates,  17  sloops,  &c. 
2 brigs.  Total  55.  Grand  total  981. 

Ail  these  cannot  secure  the  trade  between  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  against  the  Americans,  residing 
3000  miles  off! 

Louisiana.  Some  years  ago — when  Spain  (then 
the  ally  of  France , and  thereby  hangs  the  tale)  ob- 
structed the  navigation  only  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
certain  gentlemen,  deeply  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance of  that  right  to  the  people  of  the  west,  who.. 
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rfould  have  declared  immediate  war  for  it,  estimat- 
in?  it  to  he  worth,  as  they  said  in  me  senate  ot  the 
United  States,  “ten  thousand  lives  ’and  one  hun- 
dred millions  o»'  dollars,”  are  so  much  infected  with, 
notions  of  “restoration”  and  not  satished  wall what 
has  been  done  in  Europe,  such  as  re-establishing  the 
inquisition  and  th e feudal  system,  tuat  uiev  would  also 
eivp  up  Mild  restore  the  wnole  ot  Loiusuina,  wnis.ii 
we  honestly  purchased  and  honestly  pa.u  lor,  and 
which  is  now  an  integral  pari  of  tne  government 
Tembora  mutantur  et  not  mutamur  cum  illis ■ How- 
ever though  it  seems  that  Great  Britain,  om  ot 

pure  love  for  Spain , is  willing  to  give  back  this 
state  to  the  arms  of  its  “legitimate  sovereign  it 
also  appears,  that  gov.  Claiborne  and  gen.  Jackson , 

with  the  people  ot  Louisiana,  and  ot  the  west  gener- 
allv  are  so  completely  under  “ French  influence , 
as  to  prefer  the  government  of  the  United  States  to 
that  of  the  amiable  lord  CaslLreagh  and  magnani- 
mous admiral  Cockburn ! What  a pity  that  such 
delusion  should  exist!  How  great  the  misfortune 
tint  the  people  have  not  embraced  the  terms  ot  the 
glorious  lieut.  col.  Mcolls !!  or  of  the  Aon.  captain 
Percy , ally  of  Lifitte,  the  murderer  and  pirate,  and 
senior  officer  of  “his  majesty’s”  forces  in  the  gull 

of  Mexico!!!  . 

The  citizens  of  that  part  of  Louisiana,  called  If  est 
Florida,  have  flown  to  arms  with  the  soul  or  oil- 
man, to  meet  the  “ restorers ” on  the  beach,  and  pun- 
ish tire  insolence  of  the  invader.  They  have  march- 
ed at  a moment’s  notice,  on  the  requisition  of  gen. 
Jackson,  without  a man  found  lagging  behind.  Tins 
is  bad  news  for  the  “restorers.”  However,  the  worst 
wish  we  have  for  them  is,  that  they  were  fairly  in 
the  interior , and  within  reach  of  the  rifles  ot  / en 
nessee  and  Kentucky,  directed  by  “old  hickory,  as 
they  call  our  noble  commander  m that  quarter  of 
the  country.  He  as  wejl  knows  how  to  settle  ac- 
counts wit  1 1 Indian  Englishmen  as  English  Indians. 

Baltimore.  The  following,  from  *'his  majesty  s 
prints ig  office  at  Bermuda”  as  tiie  article  is  headed, 
is  the  queerest  and  most  lying  account  of  uie  lute 
attack  upon  Baltimore  that -we  have  yet  seen,  some 
“domestic  mnv.f.mmres”  excepted: 

*‘Sept.  23. — It  appears  from  report,  that  after  des- 
troying Washington  and  taking  possession  of  Alex- 
andria, the  small  body  of  brave  men  under  general 
lloss  made  an  attack  on  Baltimore;  the  enemy  had 


sunk  vessels,  and  but  two  or  three  small  cruft  with 
bombs  could  approach:  they  succeeded , however , in 
driving  the  Americans  from  th?  fort-,  having  to  con- 
tend with  a very  superior  force,  eventually  retired, 
as  the  occupation  of  the  town,  which  might  have 
been  gained,  would  be  a poor  compensation  for  tiie 
sacrifice  of  many  valuable  lives.” 

Tennessee.  The  people  of  Tennessee  have  cover- 
ed themselves  with  glory, by  the  alacrity  with  which 
they  have  taken  arms  to  meet  the  enemy.  A late 
Knoxville  paper  says— “The  strength  of  the  militia 
of  this  state,  as  returned  to.  the  war  office,  is  about 
25,000  men,  later  returns  in  the  adjutant’s  office, 
We  learn,  by  the  Nashville  papers,  make  it  27,000, 
f(rolten  and  sound.”  The  requisition  of  5000,  now 
made,  in  addition  to  those  who  have  already  march- 
ed, will  take  all  the  militia  of  this  state,  fit  for  ser- 
vice, who  have  not  been  engaged  in  it.  The  sons 
or'Tennessee  have  thus  proved  themselves  worthy 
citizens  of  the  American  republic:  and  we  hazard 
uo tiling,  when  we  give  it  as  our  belief,  that,  should 
the  cause  of  their  country  require  it,  they  will  again 
and  again,  with  unabated  zeal,  render  their. service.” 
(Xj’Let  those  who  grumble  so  much  to  the  east- 
ward when  partially  called  upon  to  defend  their  own 
towns,  reflect  upon  the  preceding.  The  following 
from  a Nashville  paper  gives  the  detail: 


“The  late  requisition  of  5,000  militia,  from  this 
state  to  join  geu.  .lack son, are  ordered  to  rendezvous^ 
die  3,000  from  West  Tennessee,  at  Columbia,  on 
the  13th  of  next  mo. mi — die  2000  from  East  Ten- 
nessee, at  Knoxville  on  the  13th  of  next  month,  bri- 
gadier general  Smith  will  command  one  brigade; 
and  brig.  gen.  Coulter  the  other. — The  whole  under 
the  command  of  maj.  gen.  William  Carroll. 

So  soon  as  the  above  troops  are  mustered  into 
se^vic  *,  Tennessee  will  have  furnished  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war  with  Great  Bri- 


tain, volunteers  and  militia, 

In  1812.  2200 

In  the  Creek  war  at  different  perioJs  about  10,000 
Now  stationed  in  the  Creek  nation  1,000 

Militia  on  the  march  to  join  gen.  Jackson  2,500 

Mounted  volunteers  now  on  the  march  to 
general  Jackson  2,500 

Present  requisition  5,000 


Grand  total  23,200 


Besides  about  2,500  regulars,  the  greater  portion 
of  which  are  now  in  service.” 

North  Carolina.  Nine  barges  of  the  enemy 
entered  Currituck  inlet  on  the  19th  inst.  and  after 
destroying  three  small  vessels  and  some  property  cn 
•hove,  retired  before  the  militia  could  be  collected 
to  chastise  them. 

parole! — A cartel  sloop  has  arrived  at  Boston  frorq 
Halifax,  witn  14  paasengers  and  10  prisoners — and 
also  three  black  men;  [75,  76,  80  years  old]  captured 
in  the  attack  upon  Baltimore,  transported  to  Halifax 
and  parolled ! ! 

From  the  accounts  brought  by  this  vessel,  them 
seems  little  prospect  of  a speedy  release  of  our  people 
at  Halifax.  They  are  generally  confined  in  prison. 

very  important!  From  a Boston  paper.  A son  of 
the  duke  of  Clarence  (and  grandson  of  the  king  of 
England)  is  a midshipman  on  board  the  Newcastle, 
lord  Stewart,  now  cruising  in  Boston  bay.  lie  is 
| about  12  or  14  years  of  age,  and  is  an  aid  to  his 
j lorclship.  He  was  lately  on  shore  at  Provincetown, 
negroes.  It  is  said  there  are  about  1500  Chesa- 
peake blacks  at  Halifax,  who  mostly  now  find  em- 
ployment, laborers  being  in  demand.  Boston  paper 
COLS.  GIB- SOX  AND  WOOD.— Governor  Tompkins  lias  given 
to  posterity  a remembrance  of  these  gallant  men,  Killed  in  the 
j sortie  at  fort  Erie,  by  calling  two  new  forts,  erected  for  the  de- 
i fence  of  N w-York,  by  their  names. 

TO  IRISHMEN. — A spirited  and  elegant  address  uto  Irishmen 
appears  in  the  New-York  papers,  signed  by  Messrs.  Mac  Seven 
and  Sampson , calling  on  these,  their  countrymen,  to  organize  * 

| corps  for  three  months  service.  The  following  pithy  extract  will 
j give  the  substance  of  their  appeal: 

“ Our  appeal  is  to  the  constant ; our  call  is  on  the  brave  ! Such 
only  are  invited  whose  hearts  can  answer  to  the  call  : broken  like 
! the  rest,  in  fortune,  we  have  neither  bribe  nor  patronage  to  offer, 

! nor  anything  to  shew,  but  the  dangers  of  the  field.  Nor  shall  we 
! solicit  or  cajole.  Zeal  and  affection  must  be  the  common  stock ; 
j with  these  qualities  the  poor  is  rich  euough  ; without  them  the  rich 
| are»oo  poor.  We  have  no  interest  hut  the  safety  of  our  country'  ; 
j no  ambition  but  to  march  with  its  defenders.  Thrice  happy,  if  in 
j doing  so,  we  avenge  the  wrongs  of  our  d ar  native  hhul.” 
j DESERTERS,  l-'rom  the  Albany  Argus.  Most  of  the  ties;  rters. 
from  the  British  army,  whom  we  have  seen,  are  not  Englishmen. 

I They  are  Germans,  Frenchmen,  Italians,  Portuguese  and  Spa- 
J niards.  Some  of  them  are  Frenchmen,  who  according  to  their 
own  account,  were  inveigled  into  the  British  army  in  France,  under 
| pretence  of  fighting  to  restore  the  Bourbons,  being  attached  to 
| that  dynasty  ; and  were  afterwards  brought  off' against  their  con- 
I sent.  That  such  men  should  desert  is  not  only  natural,  but  justi- 
| liable.  Some  of  these  men  are  silk  manufacturers,  others  have 
I been  bred  in  vineyards,  and  may  do  well  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio, 
j where  the  cultivation  of  th»  grape  is  daily  extending.  Among  the 
| British  subjects  who  have  deserted,  we  \«ve  noted  men  of  almost 
all  trades,  but  especially  a number  of  Scotch  and  Irish  weavers, 

| some  of  whom  found  immediate  employ  at  several  of  our  manu- 
j factoring  establishments. 

Some  of  the  deserters,  not  British  subjects,  have  enlisted  in  our 
army,  and  we  should  take  care  that  our  soldiers  all  fare  as  well  as 
to  food,  lodging  and  clothing,  as  the  British,  that  deserters  should 
never  regre  t t he  change. 

AMERICAN  PIPES,  (says  the  Columbian ) are  made  ofthe  usual 
clay  in  many  parts  of  the  neighboring  states,  in  considerable 
abundanoe.  This  is  one  qf  the  manufactures  the  English  are  com*, 
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—piling  us  to  establish.  There  i*  also  an  institution  at  Greenbush, 
amlSanothei-  at  Pittsfield,  where  we  (or  they)  have  have  been  eon.- 
■p  effing  a number  of  people  (Englishmen  and  Germans,  Swiss, 
Kussians,  Danes,  &c.  fee.  in  the  British  service)  to  r<-sort  ibr  sub- 
sistence, to  the  amount  of  200  , the  most  of  whose  labor  is  bestow- 
ed on  tile  manufacture  of  pipes  of  stone  or  slate  from  the  quarry. 
At  the  cantonment  at  Greenbush  UOO  of  these  pipe-makers  from 
Europe  are  kept,  of  whose  workmauship  some  specimens  may  be 
seen  u*  ScuiWer’s  Museum. 

ARGUMENT !— The  following  strange  propositions  have  ap- 
peared in  the  East  on  Daily  Advertiser.  They  are  charitably  ascribed 
to  a half-crazed  lawyer— 

“The  great  American  people  can  never  admit  that  they  are  so 
coud  in  tlie  conflict.  Rome  often  made  a disadvantageous  peace. 
Ert*»ce,  Great  Britain,  Austria  and  Russia  have  often  done  the 
san»e.  Ml  nations  liave  in  turns  done  it  when  the  fortune  of  war 
•was  against  them.  But  we,  though  engaged .i:i  a wicked  and  rash 
■w  ar— though  it  costs  us  a million  for  every  hundred  t housand  dol- 
lar it  costs  the  enemy — though  she  takes  provinces  from  us  while 
■we  mke  acres  from  her— though  our  trade  is  annihilated  and  tiers 
fills  every  sea— though  our  credit  is  gone  arud  hers  higher,  than  ever 
—vet  pta-severe  we  will  to  our  own  destruction. 

Our  enemy  asks  infinitely  less  than  our  government  expected. 
They  wrote  our  commissioners  they  expected  Britain  would  de- 
mand all  the  fisheries,  the  relinquishment  of  the  India  trade , and 
Louisiana.  But  when  she  asked  neither,  astonished  at  her  mode  ra- 
tion, aud  suspecting  she  is  influenced  by  fear  rather  tkau  by  equity, 
•taking  counsel  from  their  own  hearts  rather  than  from  her  enlarged 
veins,  they  suppose  she  is  afraid,  and  cry  out  that  her  demands,  so 
-infinitely  short  of  their  expectation,  are  exorbitant.  They  will  not 
listen  to  theta.  , 

' “Smriy  Heaven  will  never  favor  such  a turbulent  and  unjust 
spirit.  Surely  this  people,  however  deceived  at  first,  will  never 
■support  their  rulers  iu  such  (i  war,  wIhm.su  equitable  a peace  might 
have  been  obtained 

MISTAKEN  LENITYl  The  laxity  and  moderation  with  wlijch 
we  have  treated  those  persons  taken  up  as  sjues  or  traitors  has  Uen 
frequently  rewarded  by  .the  basest  ingratitude.  The  execution  of  a 
few  villains  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  would  have  saved  the 
lives  of  hundreds  of  honest  men.  ‘‘The  glorious  uncertainty  ofthu 
law,”  by  the  aid  of  •‘well-inclined”  judge*  and  lawyers,  has  aimost 
rendered  the  word  treason  obsolete,  so  far  as  regards  punishment  to 

be  inflicted  for  it and  spies  .roam  abroad,  or  are  permitted  to 

escape,  without  hindrance. 

r Tl»e  two  British  officers  lately  takon  up  near  JSciv-London,  who 
pretended  they  were  exchanged,  it  appears  had  broken  their  parole 
—hut  the  militia  general  who  had  them  in  charge  permitted  the 
gentlemen  to  escape  before  their  real  character  was  ascertained, 
.'though  it  required  only  a few  days  to  establish  the  fact. 

A late  Plnttsburg  paper  says Joseph  C biberth,  who, in  January 

1812,  in  company  with  nine  others,  broke  open  the  holts*  of  the 
collector  of  tins  district  and  who  was  severely  wounded  with  a 
pistol  shot,  by  Mr.  Sailly,  and  afterwards  shiuggkxi  into  Canada 
by  certain  desperate  individuals  of  this  town,  accompanied  the 
ihitish  fleet,  on  their  late  expedition,  as  a pilot,  and  was  made 
prisoner.  . . , , . 

Joel  Ackley,  who  was  for  a long  time  a resident  in  this  village, 
and  wlio  last  summer  was  committed  to  goal  in  Albany,' for  having 
furnished  col.  Murray  with  a plan  of  this  place  and  Burlington, 
ice  a>ul  released  in  consequence  of  some  neglect  on  behalf  of  the 
jprosecutisn,  was  a pilot  for  the  enemy  on  laud. 

MILITARY. 

Foreign  News.  London  dates  to  Sept.  8. — 3000 
men,-  under  maj.  gen.  Keane,  were  on  the  point  of 
embarking  at  Plymouth,  Sept.  3,|for  America— they 
were  considered  as  the  “advance  of  the  main  . army 
that  was  to  proceed  for  the  same  destination  under 
"Lord  Hill.”  Other  troops  for  the  expedition  h*d 
■assembled  at  Portsmouth,  of  which  the  names  of  the 
several  corps  are  given — it  appears  they  are  to  be 
accompanied  with  a brigade  of  artillery,  furnished 
•with  “mountain  guns”  It  is  supposed  his  lordship 
is  to  come  out  in  the  Valiant,  7.4,  and  it  now  ap- 
pears pretty  certain  that  he  may  be  expected  on 
ourco:ist.  There  is  much  talk  in  the  papers  about 
the  negotiation  at  Ghent-,  but  nothing  positively 
stated.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  commission- 
ers there  had  had  some  warm  words,  and  that  they 
made  a settlement  of  differences,  (as  to  their  per- 
sonal disputes)  at  a splendid  entertainment.  Our 
privateers  on  the  British  coasts  have  vexed  John 
.Hull  to  the  soul — he  sends  out  ship  after  ship  to 
catch  them;  but  the  Yankees  understand  the 
“ Manual  exercise  of  heels” 
too  well  for  his  cruisers.  The  alarm  they  have 
created  is  really  astonishing.  Letters  from  Got- 
tenburg  received  in  New  York — state  it  as  the 
genera*!  expectation  at  that  place,  that  the  con  tine 
tal  powers,  at  the  congress  at  Vienna,  would  unite 
.a  strong  protest  against  the  entire  blockade  of  th 
whole  American  ©oast  by  Uie  British  government. 


From  the  north. — General  Brown  took  command 
l Sucketl’s  harbor  on  the  31st  ult.  His  division,  iu 
fine  health  and  spirits,  must  have  reached  that  place 
from  the  10th  to  the  15th  inst.  The  first  brigade, 
2000  effectives,  passed  through  Rome  on  the  7th. 
The  British  fleet  was  in  port,  November  1.  Sir 
George  Prevost  was  at  Kingston,  and  was  said  to 
Uave,l5,O00  men,  preparing  to  attack  the  harbor.  Our 
fleet  was  finely  stationed  to  receive  him.  On  the  5th 
inst.  fort  Erie,  according  to  previous  arrangements, 
was  blown. up — and  the  balance  of  our  troops  crossed 
to  take  up  w inter  .quarters  near  Buffalo.  We  have 
nothing  certain  of  the  force  of  the  British  on  the 
Niagara. 

From  Detroit  we  have  seen  several  accounts  of 
murders  by  the  indians  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood of  the  place.  APArthur,  with  650  mounted 
men  was  to  proceed  for  S.  qnisa  (120  miles  from 
Detroit)  on  the  22d  uit.  tp  attack  a body  of  them 
in  tlu^t  vicinity. 

From  the  sov(h  we  have  two  reports  that  general 
Jackson  has  had  a second  battle  with  the  British,  in 
which  he  lost  100  men  killed  and  160  wounded;  they 
Losing  400  men  killed — but  no  time,  place  or  other 
cireumslaniee.  is  mentioned.  It  may  he  true. 

The  Seminole  indians  have  raised  the  .tomahawk 
i — they  have  received  orders  from  the  “bulwark  of 
religion”  to  strike.  They  are  the  most  savage  tribe 
m the  south.  Measures  have  been  taken  by  the  Geor- 
gians to  chastise  them. 

, Cup  tain  Larabee , distinguished  in  the  battles  of 
Tippecanoe  anti  Brownstovvn,  (in  the  latter  of  which 
he  lost  his  left  arm)  has  been  appointed  Assistant 
j Inspector  general  of  the  10th  military  district,  with 
the  rank  of  major,  So  far  as  depends  on  the  United 
Suites,  we  are  getting  things  into  the  state  they  slm  dd 
be  for  the  protection  of  Baltimore,  Washington,  Sic. 

general  stricker.  The  resignation  of  major 
general  Smith  of  the  Maryland  militia,  commanding 
the  division  that  embraces  Baltimore  city  and  coun- 
ty, and  the  counties  of  Frederick,  Harford  and  Ce- 
cil, &c.  has  already  been  noticed.  To  fill  that  va- 
cancy the  governor  and  council  have  appointed  Mr. 
Robert  Goudloe  Harper.  This,  of  necessity,  produc- 
ed the  resignation  of  brigadier  general  Strieker  (the 
senior  brigadier  ip  the  division)  whose  conduct  dur- 
ing tire  late  trying  times  is  the  praise  of  all  men. 
Where  this  business  will  stop  we  know  not ; but 
fear  it  may  end  in  the  full  disorganization  of  one 
of  the  finest  corps  of  militia  in  the  world.  The 
following  are  general  Scott’s  general  orders  on  the 
occasion : 

GENERAL  ORDERS.  ’ 

Adjutant  general’s  office  head  quarters , Baltimore , 

1 1th  JV'oy ember  1814. 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  major  general  Scott 
(has  officially  to  announce  to  tjie  troops  under  his 
jeommand,  the  resignation  of  brigadier  general  John 
j Strieker,  late  commander  of  the  third  Maryland 
1 brigade,  now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
This  regret  is.unfeignedly  expressed,  from  the  high 
sense  entertained  of  the  military  and  meritorious 
services  rendered  by  the  late  brigadier,  as  well  dur- 
ing our  revolutionary  struggle,  as  on  a late  impor- 
tant and  trying  occasion,  when,  at  the  head  of  his 
gallant  and  disciplined  brigade,  he  met  the  enemy 
in  the  neighborhood  of  this  city.  Baltimore  will 
long  recollect  what  is  due  to  her  gallant  defender,, 
and  in  him  the  nation  will  recognize  a public  bene- 
factor. 

Brigadier  general  Strieker  will  please  accept  the 
thanks  of  the  commanding  general  for  his  strict  ob- 
servance of  general  orders,  and  for  the  unwearied 
attention  to  duty  and  discipline^  which  has  so  high- 
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ly  characterised  the  brigadier  and  the  brigade,  since 
they  came  under  the  orders  of  the  major  general 
commanding- 

The  third  brigade  of  Maryland  militia  will  be 
mustered  for  discharge  on  the  18th  inst.  in  the  m'ean 
time,  or  until  a brigadier  shall  be  appointed,  the  se- 
nior lieutenant  colonel  will  assume  the  command, 
and  appoint  pro.  tern,  the  necessary  staff,  who  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  pay  and  other  allowances  of  their 
Respective  officers. 

By  order  of  major  general  Scott,  commanding, 

It  G.  HITE, 


Assistant  adjutant  general. 
Expedition  up  the  .Missouri. — St.  Louis,  Sept.  24. 
The  party  who  ascended  the  Missouri  by  water, 
about  the  time  major  Taylor’s  command  ascended 
the  Mississippi,  amounted  to  forty-five  men,  under 
the  command  of  captain  Edward  Hempstead.  The 
mounted  men  under  the  command  of  general  Hodge, 
including  40  or  50  Shawanoes,  might  perhaps  amount 
to  300,  viz.  captain  John  Thompson’s  troop  from  St, 
Louis,  captain  Daugherty’s  troop  from  Cape  Gerar- 
deau,  captain  Cooper’s  troop  of  Boon’s  Lick  settle- 
ment. The  whole  having  formed  a junction  a,t  live 
tipper  settlement,  proceeded  to  the  Miami  fort,  a lit- 
tle’below  fort  Osage,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Mis- 
souri. The  Indians  had  deserted  the  fort  and  were 
scattered  in  the  woods,  but  were  soon  collected  and 
and  brought  to  this  place  to.  the  number  of  152  men, 
women  and  children.  The  mounted  men  of  St.  Louis 
and  Cape  Gerardeau  have  gone  on  to  Cape  a Qrai. 

These  Miarpies  of  Plankasbaws,  are  reduced  to 
the  most  abject  poverty  and  wretchedness.  It  will 
be  recollected  they  were  sent  to  the  west  by  gover- 
nor Harrison,  in  order  to  detach  them  from  the  pro- 
phet band.  They  came  to  the  Mississippi,  and  from 
thence  wandered  to  the  Missouri,  from  whence  they 
have  now  been  taken. 

Some  say  they  have  covertly  assisted  in  the  mur- 
dering and  plunderings  on  the  frontiers.  Others  say, 
they  are  a nation  who  have  evinced  a friendly  deport- 
ment towards  the  United  States  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war. 

It  is  confidently  said,  that  the  British  force  at 
Rock  River  are  12  artillerists  and  6G,or  80  boatmen, 
who  act  as  a fencible  corps,  with  about  7 00  Indians. 

Six  soldiers  were  lately  shot  at  Plattsburg  for  de- 
sertion. The  passing  over  this  crime  at  first,  has 
rendered  such  executions  too  frequent. 

The  JYational  fntellegencei , gives  an  opinion,  that 
the  proposal  for  classing  the  militia  of  U.  S.  (see 
page  137)  will  not  be  adopted. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Generals  Office, 

Washington,  18j/t  November,  1814- 
General  order. — A general  court-martial,  for  the 
trial  of  major-general  James  Wilkinson,  will  as- 
semble at  some  suitable  place  in  the  village  of  Utica, 
£tate  of  New  York,  on  the  5d  January  next. 

The  court  will  be  composed  as  follows,  viz: 

Maj.  Gen.  HesutDkakhohn — President. 

MEMBERS. 

Major  General  . Morgan  Lewis, 

Major  General  George  Izard, 

Brigadier  General  J.  Bloomfield, 

Brigadier  General  John  P.  Boyd, 

Brigadier  General  I).  liissell. 

Brigadier  General  E.  W.  Ripley , 

Colonel  Jonas  Simonds,  6th  infantry, 

Colonel  J.  Kinsbury , 1st  infantry 
Colonel  P.  P.  Schuyler , 13th  infantry. 

Colonel  James  Burn , L.  D. 

Colonel  Robert  Purdy,  4th  infantry. 

Colonel  I).  Brearley,  15th  infantry. 

SUPERNUMERARIES. 

Colonel  Benny  JWCabb,  45th  jqfantry, 


I 

I 


Colonel  George  J\J'Feehj,  25th  infantry, 

Lieut,  col.  II . S.  Talmadge,  46th  do. 

E.  A.  Rancher,  army  judge  advocate. 

By  order  ol  the  secretary  of  war. 

JOHN  R.  BELL, 
Inspector  G'enerai 
ACTION  AT  LYON’S  CREEK. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Headquarters  of  the  northern  army , camp  near  fort 
Eric,  October  23d,  1814. 

The  indisposition  of  brigadier  general  Bissell  has 
prevented  till  this  morning,  his  report  of  the  hand- 
some affair  which  took  place  on  the  19lh,  between  a 
detachment  of  his  brigade,  and  a superior  force  of 
the  enemy. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  entrusted  to  the  bri- 
gadier, was  the  seizure  of  some  provisions  intended 
for  the  British  troops.  He  marched  from  Black 
creek  on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  with  parts  of  the 
5lh,  14th,  15th,  and  16th  infantry,  a small  parly  of 
dragoons,  and  a company  of  riflemen,  the  whoie 
900  men.  After  driving  before  them  a picket,  of 
which  they  made  the  commanding  officer  prisoner* 
they  encamped  for  the  night,  throwing  beyond 
Lyon’s  creek  two  light  infantry  companies,  under 
captain  Dorman,  5th,  and  lieutenant  1-Iorrel,  16th 
infantry,  and  the  riflemen  under  captain  Irvine  ; a 
picket  on  the  Chippewa  road,  commanded  by  lieute- 
nant Gassaway,  was  attacked  by  two  companies  Glen- 
g:try  light  infantry,  which  were  beaten  back  with 
loss.  On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  the  detachment 
was  attacked  by  a select  corps  of  the  enemy,  not  less 
than  1200  strong.  The  light  infantry  under  captain 
Dorman,  and  Irvine’s  riflemen,  sustained  the  whole 
fire  of  the  enemy  for  fifteen  minutes,  during  which 
time  the  5th  and  14th  were  formed — the  5th  was 
ordered  to  turn  the  enemy’s  right  flank,  while  the 
14th  charged  them  in  front.  This  was  executed  i;i 
the  most  gallant  manner  by  colonel  Pinckney  of  the 
5th  and  major  Barnard  of  the  14th,  who  greatly  dis- 
tinguished himse.f  by  the  officer-like  style  in  which 
lie  conducted  his  battalion.  The  enemy  were  com- 
P ailed  to  a precipitate  retreat,  and  hid  themselves 
once  more  behind  their  fortifications. 

Brigadier  general  Bissell  particularly  mentions  the 
skill  and  intrepidity  of  colonel  Snelling,  inspector 
general,  colonel  Pinckney,  commanding  the  5ih  re- 
giment, major  Barnard,  14th  infantry,  major  Barker, 
45th  infantry  acting  with  the  5th,  captain  Dorman, 
captain  Allison,  (whose  horse  was  shot  under  him) 
and  brigadier  major,  lieutenant  Prestman,  of  the  5th. 
Lieiitenant  Anspaugh,  of  dragoons,  was  conspicuous 
by  his  alertness  in  communicating  the  brigadier  ge- 
neral’s orders  during  the  action.  It  is  wiili  the  high- 
est satisfaction,  that  the  commanding  general  ten- 
ders to  the  brave  officers  and  troops  of  the  2d  bri  - 
gade of  the  right  division,  his  thanks  for  their  good 
conduct  on  this  occasion.  The  firmness  of  the  isth 
and  16th  regiments  commanded  by  colonel  Pierce, 
and  who  were  posted  as  a reserve,  proved,  that  had 
the  resistance  of  the  enemy  afforded  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  going  into  action,  they  would  have  emula- 
ted the  valor  of  the  commanders  of  the  5th  and  14th. 
A number  of  prisoners  were  taken,  among  whom  a 
picket  of  dragoons  with  their  horses;  a large  quantity 
of  grain  also  fell  into  our  hands.  The  brigadier,  after 
completing  the  orders  lie  had  received,  and  burying 
the  few  of  our  brave  soldiers  who  fell  in  the  action, 
and  the  dead  of  the  enemy)  which  were  left  on  the 
ground  by  the  latter,  returned  to  Black  creek.  To 
the  cool  and  intrepid  conduct  of  brigadier  general 
Bissel,  the  general  offers  the  praise  lie  has  so  justly 
entitled  himself  to. 

By  order  of  major  general  Izard, 

U.  K.  G ARDNER,  adj.  gen.  northern  tn'mi > 
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Camp  Frenchman* s creek , October  22,  1814 

silt — I have  the  honor  to  report,  that  in  obedience 
to  your  orders  of  the  18th  instant,  I proceeded  with 
about  900  men  of  my  brigade,  a company  of  riflemen, 
tinder  captain  Irvine,  and  a small  party  of  dragoons, 
under  lieutenant  Anspaugh,  by  very  bad  roads  and 
creeks,  the  bridges  over  which  were  broken  down, 
to  Cook’s  mills,  on  Lyon's  Creek,  a branch  of  the 
Chippewa,  and  encamped  for  the  night:  near  tli.il 
place  tile  enemy  had  . stationed  a militia  piquet  of  20 
men,  commanded  by  a captain  who  made  their  escape 
■on  our  approach,  the  captain  excepted,  who  was 
taken.  Their  piquet  of  regulars  found  at  this  pl«ce 
was  driven  in,  and  I threw  across,  a*  that  phee,  (the 
only  one  at  which  it  was  pr^c  icible)  the  two  elite, 
companies  under  captain  Dorman,  5th,  and  heute 
Rant  Horrel,  16th  infantry  and  the  riflemen  under 
captain  Irvine;  our  advanced  piquet  on  th,e-Chippewa 
road,  commanded  by  lieutenant  Gassawav  was  at- 
tacked in  the  night  by  two  companies  of  the  Glen- 
gary  light  infantry,  who  were  beaten  off  with  die 
Joss  of  one  man  only.  On  the  morning  of  the  19th, 
we  were  attacked  by  the  enemy  in  force;  from  the 
best  information  amounting  to  more  than  1200  m+i' 
compossd  of  tiie  82d  and  87' h regiments  of  fool,  e- 
taehroents  of  the  100th,  104th,  the  Glengary  light 
infantry,  a few  dragoons,  and  rocketteers,  and  one 
piece  of  artillery;  the  whole  commanded  by  the  mar- 
quis of  Tweedidc,  colonel  of  the  100th. 

The  light  corps  under  captain  Dorman  and  Irvine’s 
riflemen,  sustained  the  whole  fir#  of  the  enemy  for 
•about  fifteen  minutes,  with  the  greatest  gallantry, 
until  the  other  troops  were  formed  and  brought  to 
their  support. 

The  5th  regiment  under  colonel  Pinckney,  aided 
by  major  Baker  of  the  45th,  attached  to  that  regi 
ment,  was  ordered  to  skirt  the  woods  and  turn  the 
/enemy’s  right  flank,  and  if  possible  to  cut  off  the 
piece  of  artillery. 

Map  Bernard  with  the  14th,  was  ordered  at  the 
same  time  to  form  in  front,  advance  to  support  the 
light  troops  and  charge  the  artillery;  the  15th  regi- 
jrrient  under  major  Griudage,  ami  lGlh  under  colonel 
Pierce  were  ordered  to  act  aS  circumstances  might 
require. 

The  well  directed  fire  of  the  elite  corps,  rifle- 
pen,  and  gallant  charge  of  the  14th,  soon  compelled 
the  enemy  to  give  ground,  and  on  discovering  that 
bis  right  flank  was  turned  by  the  intrepid  move  of 
the  5th  under  colonel  Pinckney,  he  retreated  in  the 
utmost  confusion,  leaving  some  killed,  wounded  and 
prisoners;  we  pursued  to  a ravine  some  distance  from 
the  scene  where  the  action  commenced;  not  knowing 
the  ground,  I did  think  proper  to  push  them  further; 
but,  soou  after  reoonnoitered  the  country  and  disco- 
vered they  had  retreated  to  their  strong  hold  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  about  seven  miles  distance. 

To  the  officers  and  men  engaged  great  credit  is  due 
Tor  their  zeal  and  intrepidity,  and  to  those  who  had 
not  an  opportunity  to  come  into  action, for  the  promp- 
titude with  which  they  obeyed  our  orders.  All  did 
their  duty;  but  the  handsome  manner  in  which  ma- 
jor Bernard' brought  his  regiment  into  action,  and 
the  gallant  conduct  of  the  elite,  under  captain  Dor- 
man deserve  particular  notice.  I.  am  much  indebted 
to  that  distinguished  officer,  colonel  Swelling,  (in- 
spector general),  for  ins  able  services,  through  the 
action,  and  much  praise  is  due  to  mv  -id,  c .ptain 
Allison,  (whose  horse  was  shot  under  him)  and  bri- 
gade major  lieutenant  Prestman,  for  their  intrepid 
and  useful  services  in  every  situation.  Lieutenant 
Anspaugh  of  the  dragoons  rendered  me  much  ser- 
vice in  communicating  my  orders.  It  is  justly  due, 
and  I nrust  be  permitted  to  add  that  every  officer 
and  private  behaved  with  that  skill  and  gallantry, 


which  will  do  honor  to  the  American  arms.  We 
found  in  the  mills  at  that  place,  about  150  or  200 
oushels  of  wheat,  belonging  to  the  enemy,  which  I 
ordered  to  be  destroyed.  The  enemy  having  re- 
treated to  his  batteries  on  the  Chippewa;  in  obedi* 
ence  to  \our  orders,  1 returned,  leaving  the  cause- 
ways, bridges,  &c.  entire.  I ann^x  for  your  infor- 
mation, a return  of  killed  and  wounded,. 

I h»ve  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  y in  obedient  servant* 
(Signed)  D.  BIS9ELL,  brig.  gen. 

Maj.  gen.  George  Izard , command' g northern  arn.y. 

Acute  nervous  alt:  cks  must  be  my  apology  for  the 
del  v and  imperfec  ions  of  ■this  teport.  D.  B. 
Report  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  2 d brigade  under  the  coin. 

mam i of  brigadier  general  Bissell , in  the  affair  of  the  9th  Octa* 

bar.  1814. 

5th  Regiment—  Killed,  5 privatt-s;  wom.decl— 1 captain,  1 snbal» 
torn,  sf-rjeants,  1 corporal,  9 privates— total  19. 

14 th  Regiment — Killtd,  1 s.-rjcaiit,  6 privates,  wounded,  1 subal- 
tern, corporals.  16  privates— total  26. 

1 -th  Regiment— Wound .<!,  private.—  total  1. 

16 th  Regiment — Wounded,  1 subaltern,  1 serjrant,  1 corporal, 
,6  privates,  1 prisoner— total  c, 

Rifemcn—V/ ounded,  . subaltern,  2 corporals,  8 privates— 
.total  11. 

Grand  total— Kill-  d.  wounded  and  missing  67. 

Names  of  the  officers  wounded. 

5th  Regiment— Captain  Bell,  ensifeu  VVbit  head,  severely,. 

loth  Regiment— X. ieiit<-nftni  Brckct,  sever  ly. 

Imh.  Regiment — Li*  titt  r.ant  Thomas,  slightly. 

Riflemen— Lieutenant  Sptirr,  severely. 

NAVAL. 

Queer  news'. — A Quebec  paper  states,  that  in  the 
action  on  lake  Champlain,  th  American  fleet  was 
driven  for  shelter  under  our  batteries,  by  commodore 
Downie;  that  the  British  flag  ship  struck  on  a sunken 
rock , in  rounding  to  for  the  purpose  of  1 .}  ing  Lei’ 
broadside  to  the  American  commodore;  arid  that  the 
Linnet  (the  enemy’s  2d  vessel)  grounded  in  going 
into  action! 

Among  the  vessels  that  have  lately  sailed  from  the 
United  Suites  “ without  permission”  for  the  British 
coasts,  is  a fine  brig  from  Kennebunk,  called  the 
JSlucdonough.  She  was  built  in  30  days.  When  the; 
rendezvous  was  opened  at  Portsmouth  for  .the  pri- 
vate armed  ship  America , 300  brave  fellows  present- 
ed themselves  in  the  course  of  one  hour,  to  “ lend  a 
hand”  in  blockading  the  British  ports.  The  late 
successful  cruises  of  our  privateers  have  excited 
a spirit  to  the  eastward  that  will  be  severely  felt  by 
the  enemy. 

The  late  United  States’  sloop  of  war  Frolic,  no\y 
called  the  Florida , is  oil' the  eastern  coast. 

It  is  slated  that  the  Saturn  and  another  razee 
have  left  the  neighborhood  of  New  London  for  the 
Delaware,  to  intercept  the  Guerriere,  com  Rodgers, 
who,  they  have  learnt,  is  nearly  ready  for  sea.  The 
captain  of  one  of  these  vessels,  would  have  thought 
himself  sufficient  for  this  object — three  years  ago. 

Admiral  Cochrane  sailed  from  Halifax,  (says  a 
JK'eio  York  paper)  promising  to  give  “the  Southern 
men  another  warming,”  after  which  he  should  re- 
turn to  the  Northward,  and  take  possession  New- 
port for  winter  quarters. 

A Bermuda  paper  of  Oct.  19,  says — Capt.  Ke- 
nab,  of  the  JElna  bomb,  lost  his  life  in  an  attack 
on  some  militia  in  the  Potomac. 

The  Carthagenian  privateer  Retaliation,  fiom  a 
cruise  of  90 days,  laden  with  dry  goods,  &c.  has  aiv 
rived  at  Charleston.  She  was  bound  for  St.  Mary’s, 
but  discovering  off  that  port  several  British  vessels 
of  War,  made  for  Charleston. 

A Boston  paper  observes — Nearly  300  British  sea- 
men have  been  brought  in  prisoners  by  our  priva- 
teers, within  these  few  weeks;  and  double  that 
number  p iroleil  at  sea. 

The  Cossack  of  Baltimore,  has  arrived  at  Boston 
from  Charleston,  with  a very  valuable  and  seasona- 
ble cargo. 

Owing  to  severe  weather  on  our  coast,  several  of 
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-9iir  small  vessels  captured  by  tbe  enemy  to  th^ 
eastward,  have  been  forced  to  seek  oar  ports,  wuere 
tluor  crews  surrendered  themselves  prisoners. 

Scorpios  and  Tigress. — Montreal , Oct.  15,  1814. 


the  quarters  of  the  British  officers,  sanctioned  by 
col  M‘Dovvl-11)  by  the  savages. 

This  Cannibal  act,  which  has  capp’d  the  climax  of 
and  must  ever  be  viewed  with  in- 


British  atrocit 


His  excellency  sir  George  Prevost  issued  the  fol-  dignant  horror  by  the  Christian  world,  wilTbe  sworn 
lowing  general  order,  at  Cornwall,  U.  C.  the  7"th  inst.  j to  by  two  respectable  ladies,  who  came  down  in  the 

“His  excellency  the  commander  of  the  forces  has  cartel  and  who  were  witnesses  to  it.  1 am  further 
received  from  lieutenant-general  Drummond,  a report  (assured  by  Mr.  Astor,  who  was  detained  there  with 
from  lieutenant  colonel  DotuiU,  dateU  .\Tackinaiv,  ihis  car.ei  for  near  two  months,  that  it  was  not  dis- 
the  9lh  September,  conveying  the  gratifying  intel-  owned  by  the  garrison  of  Mackinac,  and  that  when 
figence  of  the  capture  «f  two  armed  schooners,  Ti- j remonstrance  was  made  by  some  who  had  not  lost 
gress  and  ~ 
at  the  Det 
cutting  off 
in.aw 

This  gallant  enterprize  was  planned  and  executed 
by  lieutenant  Worsley  of  the  roy  al  navy,  arrd  a de- 
tachment of  5d  of  the  Royal  Newfoundland  regi- 
ment, under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Bulger  at- 
tached for  this  service  to  the  division  of  seamen 
under  that  officer. 

The  United  States  sch.  Tigress  was  carried  by 
Boarding  at  nine  o’clo  k on  the  night  of  the  od  inst. 
and  the  schr.  Scorpion  at  dawn  oi  day  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  6th  mst 

The  skilful  conduct  and  intrepidity,  displayed  in 
the  execution  of  this  daring  f-nterpnze,  reflects  the 


Scorpion,  which  the  enemy  had  stationed  all  sense  of  feeling  and  honor,  they  were  threatened 
mir,  near  Si.  Joseph’s,  for’the  purpose  of  with  arrest  by  the  colonel,  if  they  checked  the  in- 
' all  supplies  from  the  garrison  at  Mack-  dians  in  any  of  their  wishes.  One  of  the  prisoners 

was  inhumanly  murdered,  by  one  of  their  militia,  to 
decide  a dispute  between  him  and  an  indian,  of  who 
had  the  best  claim  to  the  reward  of  his  body  or 
scalp,  and  no  notice  was  taken  of  it  by  the  colonel. 
To  relate  to  you,  sir,  all  the  acts  of  horror  which 
have  been  practised  upon  those  unfortunate  victims 
who  fell  in'o  the  enemy’s  hands  on  the  4th  August 
would  go  far  beyond  the  limits  of  a letter. 

Erie,  J\ ov.  IF.  Arrived  on  Sunday  last,  the  cartel 
schooner  Union,  11.  Martin  master,  16  days  from 
Mackinaw,  and  3 day's  from  Detroit,  with  furs  and 
peltry  , the  property  of  John  J.  Astor.  Besides  seve- 
ral other  passengers,  came  sailing-master,  Mr. 
highest  credit  on  lieutenant  VVorsley  of  the  royal  ua  jChamphn,  lute  commander  of  the  Tigress,  who  we 
seamen  and  soldiers  under  his] are  happy  to  learn,  is  in  a fair  way  of  recovering 

Is  he  received  in  gallantly  defending 
nlpnnnt  T.irnpr  aild  most  of  the  offi- 


vy,  and  tiie  officers,  seamen  anu  suiuicrs  unucr  ms  i 
command.  Li  utenants  Bulger,  Armstrong  anu  R - from  the  woun 
denhurst,  of  the  royal  Newfoundland  regiment,  are  his  vessel.  Lieutenant  Turner, 
noticed  by  lieutenant  colonel  M’Donail;  ..s  also  M . icers  and  men  of  the  captured  schooners,  have  been 
Dickson  and  Livingston  of  the  Indian  department,  sent  to  Quebec.  Lieutenant  Worslev  was  at  the  head 
who  volunteered  their  services  on  this  occasion.  j of  the  expedition  sent  against  the  Scorpion  and  Ti- 
The  enemy’s  loss  was  three  seamen  killed,  and  all ! gress.  After  the  block  house  ano  Nancy  were  blown 


the  officers  of  the  Tigress  and  three  seamen  severe- 
ly wounded. 

The  Scorpion  mounted  one  long  24  pounder  and  a 


Tnev 


tip  at  Notowasaga,  he  coasted  round  from  that  place, 
in  boats  anu  canoes  with  22  men,  and  arrived  safe 
at  Mackinaw.  He  immediately  applied  to  lieutenant 
colonel  .\1 ‘Dowell,  for  100  of  the  Newfoundland  re- 


long 12 ; the  Tigress  one  long  24  pounder, 
were  commanded  by  lieutenant  Turner  of  the  Ame-  gjment,  (mostly  fishermen)  and  said  he  would  bring 
rican  navy',  and  had  crews  of  30  men  each.  m the  two  American  schooners.  Unfortunately  for 


navy 

The  British  loss  is  two  seamen  killed. 

Lieutenant  Bulger,  Royal  Newfoundland  regiment 
ami  several  soldiers,  slightly  wounded. 

C Signed ) EDWARD  BAYNES,  Adj.  Gen.  JY.  A. 
JWichilimackinac,  7th  Sept.  1814. 

[Here  follows  a long  letter,  s ;ys  a Boston  paper, 
from  Michilimackinac  describing  the  joy  of  the  a- 
bove  event.  The  sailors,  it  say's,  employed  in  the  ex- 
pedition was  18,  and  with  the  troops  embarked  in 
four  battcaux.  They  rowed  45  miles.  When  the  pri- 
zes were  brought  into  M uikinac,  they  were  greeted 
with  the  acclamations  of  thousands,  j 
Extract  of  a letter  from  captain  Arthur  Sinclair,  com- 
manding the  U.  S.  naval  force  on  the  Upper  lukes,  to 
the  secretary  of  the  navy  dated 

Erie  Roads,  11th  of  November,  1814. 
Sailing  master  Champlin,  who  commanded  Hie 
Tigress,  has  arrived  here  in  the  cartel  from  M icki- 
nac,  with  some  of  the  wounded.  He  has  his  thigh 
shattered  by  a grape  shot,  and  has  not  yet  been  able 
to  make  out  a detailed  report  of  his  capture.  He 
appears  noi  to  have  been  surprised,  but  defended  )vs 


Unfortunately 

us  ne  succeeded. 

The  Union  was  detained  at  Mackinaw  38  days, 
until  the  schooners  made  a trip  to  Notowasaga,  and 
returned  with  provisions.  During  this  time  her 
crew  were  closely  watched.  The  commanding  offi- 
cer placed  centinels  over  the  vessel,  who  were  per- 
mitted to  plunder  with  impunity.  When  Mr. Champ- 
fin  ana  4 seamen,  (all  parolled  prisoners)  were  put 
on  board  the  cartel,  lieutenant  colonel  M‘Dowelt 
refused  io  order  on  board  any  provisions,  saying  ha 
supposed  Mr.  Astor  had  a sufficiency. 

Tue  passengers  from  Mackinaw  speak  in  high 
terms  or  the  humane  and  gentlemanly  conduct  of 
Mr.  Robert  Dixon,  at  the  same  time  they  depict  the 
conduct  of  lieut.  col.  M ‘Dowell  as  illiberal,  rascally 
and  contemptible.  The  principal  agent  of  Mr.  J.  J ~ 
Astor,  says  that  lieutenant  colonel  M‘Dowell  is  un- 
questionably the  greatest  savage  lie  saw  on  the 
island. 

About  ten  days  previous  to  tire  cartel  leaving  De- 
troit, general  M‘Ai  thur  with  about  700  mounted 
men,  and  a few  indians,  had  gone  on  a secret  expedi- 


vessel  very  bravely,  killing  and  wounding  a number  tion.  Governor  Cass  has  gone  on  a visit  to  the  state 
of  the  enemy,  wiio  overpowered  him  with  150  sailors ! 0f  Ohio. 

and  soldiers,  and  250  Indians,  the  latter  headed  by | STINGS  OF  THE  WASP 

Dickson.  The  Scorpion  was  overpowered  as  men-:  Copv  nfa  letter  frum  sailing-master  Geisinger,  of  the 
boned  in  my  letter  of  the  2rth  ult.  The  conduct  of  (Jnvcxl  States'  shop  of  war  Wasp,  to  the  secretary 

the  enemy  to  our  prisoners  thus  captured,  and  the  in-  0j  [fo  navVt  dated 

human  butchery  of  those  who  fell  into  their  hands  ‘ ’ Savannah,  November  4,  i8i 4. 

at  the  attack  of  Mackinac,  has  been  birbarous  be-  sir — I have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  of  mv  arrival 

yond  a parallel.  The  former  has  been  plundered  of1  at  this  port  in  the  British  brig  Atalanta,  or*  8 guns, 
almost  every  article  of  clothing  they  possessed — prize  to  the  United  States*  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  cap- 
the  latter  had  their  hearts  and  livers  taken  out,  which  tured  off*  he  Madeiras  on  the  21st  September, 
were  actually  cooked  and  feasted  on  (and  that,  too  in'  Captain  Blakely’s  official  despatches  will  he  deli-. 
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vered  to  you  by  Mr.  Robert  R.  Stewert,  of  Philadel- 
phia, who  left  L’Orient,  passenger  in  the  Wasp.  He 
will  be  detained  here  a day  or  two  in  order  to  give 
some  testimony  respecting  the  prize,  and  will  imme- 
diately proceed  to  Washington. 

The  Atalanta  was  formerly  the  American  schooner 
Siro,  of  Baltimore,  captured  in  the  bay  of  Biscay,  by 
the  British  sloop  of  war  Pelican.  Her  cargo  consists 
©f  brandy,  wine,  silks,  fruits,  &c. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient 'servant, 

DAVID  G&1SINGER. 

Honorable  William  Jones , secretary  gf  the  navy. 

The  Wasp  has  been  one  of  the  most  successful 
of  our  cruizers.  By  the  accounts  below  it  appears 
she  has  sunk  a second  sloop  of  war,  and  made  many 
additional  captures.  It  is  supposed  that  since  her 
departure  from  the  United  States,  she  has  destroyed 
enemy’s  property  to  the  value  of  two  hundred  thousand 
pounds  sterling.'  She  sailed  from  L’Orient,  in  fine  con- 
ditionj  on  the  27th.  Aug.  and  between  that  date  and 
the  22d  September,  (when  the  Atalanta  left  her) 
m%.&e  jive  valuable  prizes  besides  the  Atalanta,  which 
she  sunk  or  burnt.  A letter  from  an  officer  on  boa'rd 
of  her  says,  her  complement  of  173  men,  have  an  uve- 
rag'e  age  of  only  23  years,  “the  greatest  part  so  green, 
that  is,  so  unaccustomed  to  the  sea,  that  they  were 
sea-sick  for  a week;”  and  adds,  “the  Wasp  is  a beau- 
tiful ship,  and  the  finest  sea-boat,  I believe,  in  the 
world;  our  officers  and  crew,  young  and  ambitious — 
they  fight  with  more  cheerfulness  than  they  do  any 
other  duty.  Captain  Blakeley  is  a brave  and  discreet 
officer — as  cool  and  collected  in  action  as  at  table.” 

The  following  particulars  are  from  the  Savannah 
Republican . 

On  the  1st  September,  at  half-past  6 o’clock,  P.M. 
the  United  States’  ship  Wasp  discovered  three  sail 
to  the  lee  bow — at  7 discovered  a sail  to  windward, 
which  proved  to  be  a brig  of  war,  with  a signal  at 
her  fore-top -gallant  mast  head.  The  Wasp  was  im- 
mediately prepared  for  action,  and  chased  the  ene- 
my till  a quarter  past  9 o’clock,  when  she  hailed  the 
enemy  and  asked  what  vessel  it  was;  but  receiving 
an  answer  not  at  all  satisfactory,  gave  the  enemy  a 
gun,  which  was  returned  by  a broadside  from  him. 
The  Wasp  then  took  a position  on  the  lee  quarter  of 
the  enemy,  and  poured  a broadside  into  him,  which 
brought  down  his  fore  and  aft  main  sail,  and  soon 
after  his  main-top-sail  followed — the  action  then  be- 
came general— 50  minutes  past  9 the  Wasp  being  to 
windward — at  10  the  enemy  ceased  firing — he  was 
then  hailed  from  the  Wasp  to  know  whether  he  had 
surrendered — to  this  enquiry  no  answer  was  given, 
but  fired  a gun  and  a few  muskets  from  his  tops — 
which  was  returned  by  the  Wasp  by  several  guns. 
The  Wasp  a second  time  demanded  of  the  enemy  if 
he  had  surrendered,  to  which  he  answered  that  he 
had;  and  observed  that  he  Was  in  a sinking  condition 
— the  Wasp’s  boats  were  instantly  lowered  down, 
but  at  that  moment  a man  of  war  brig  was  discovered 
within  musket  shot;  and  two  others  to  leeward  of 
her — the  prize  was  abandoned — the  Wasp  made  sail 
and  prepare^  for  another  action — at  11  o’clock  the 
brig  hove  in  stays,  and  gave  tile  Wasp  a broadside 
and  then  stood  off  together  with  the  other  two  for 
the  prize  which  was  supposed  to  be  sinking  from  the 
many  signal  guns  they  fired  on  board  of  her.  The 
broadside  which  the  Wasp  received  from  the  second 
brig  cut  away  her  main-top-sail-back-stay  and  da- 
maged the  top  considerably. 

Killed  on  board  of  the  Wasp  in  the  first  engage- 
ment, Mr.  Martin,  boatswain,  Henry  Staples,  2d 
quarter  gunner— wounded,  James  Snelling. 

List  of  vessels  captured  by  the  United  States’ 
ship  Wasp,  from  the  27th  August  to  22(1  Septem- 
ber, 1814; 


August  30th  captured  British  brig  Lutice,  with 
a cargo  of  pork,  &c.  burnt  her. 

31st,  boarded  the  brig  Bony  Cerd  from  Seville, 
bound  to  London,  with  Merino  wool,  fruits  and  wine, 
scuttled  her. 

Sept.  1,  fell  in  with  a convoy  from  Gibraltar,  of  10 
sail,  under  the  Armada  74,  and  a bomb  ship — suc- 
ceeded in  cutting  off  a transport  loaded  with  naval 
and  military  stores,  &c.  set  her  on  fire  in  sight  of  the 
convoy. 

12th  September,  captured  the  British  brig  Three 
Brothers  with  a cargo  of  wine,  &c.  burnt  her. 

13th,  captured  the  brig  Bacchus,  from  Newfound- 
land to  Gibraltar,  destroyed  her. 

September  23d  captured  the  British  brig  Atalanta 
of  8 guns,  with  a valuable  cargo,  from  Bordeaux 
bound  to  Pensacola. 

Naval  victoHy.— British  accounts.  Truro , Sept. 
8,  1814.— By  the  Lady  Arabella  packet,  which  ar- 
rived at  Falmouth  on  Wednesday  from  Lisbon,  but 
last  from  Cork,  we  learn  that  about  an  hour  before 
the  packet  left  the  latter  place,  H.  M.  brig  Castil- 
ian, 18  guns,  arrived  there,  having  on  board  the 
captain,  and  surviving  crew  of  H.  M.  late  brig  Avon, 
of  18  guns,  which  had  sunk  after  a desperate  action 
with  the  American  ship  of  war  Wasp,  of  22  guns, 
which  sheered  oft'  on  the  Castiilian’s  coming  up. — 
The  Avon  lost  30  men  in  killed  and  wounded.  The 
slaughter  on  board  the  Wasp  was  also  conjectured  to 
be  very  great. 

From  the  Boston  Coffee-House  Boohs — The  gentle- 
men state,  that  they  saw  in  the  papers  at.  Halifax, 
a more  particular  account  of  the  action  between  the 
Wa*p  and  Avon,  which  mentioned,  that  the  Casti- 
lian fell  in  with  them  at  the  close  of  it,  and  had  but 
a few  minutes  to  remove  the  officers  and  crew,  before 
she  went  down;  that  on  the  Castilian  coming  up, 
the  Wasp  sheared  off,  being  too  much  disabled  to 
risk  another  engagement.  It  waa  also  stated,  that 
the  Avon  had  not  struck,  but  was  reported  to  have 
had  her  colors  nailed  to  the  mast,  and  went  down 
with  them  flying. 

London , August  22. 

American  privateers.  The  directors  of  the  Roy- 
al Exchange  and  London  Assurance  Corporations, 
strongly  impressed  with  the  necessity  for  greater 
protection  being  afforded  to  the  trade  in  conse- 
quence of  the  numerous  captures  that  have  recent- 
ly been  made  by  American  cruisers,  represented  the 
same  to  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
on  Wednesday  last,  and  on  Saturday  received  an 
answer,  of  which  the  following  is  a copy: 

Admiralty  Office , Aug.  19. 

Stu — Having  laid  before  my  lords  commissioners 
of  the  admiralty,  the  letter  of  the  12th  inst.  signed 
by  you  and  the  secretary  of  the  London  Assurance 
Corporation,  on  the  subject  of  depredations  com- 
mitted by  the  American  privateers  therein  mentiori- 
ed,  I am  commanded  by  their  lordships  to  acquaint 
you,  that  there  was  a force  adequate  to  the  purpose 
of  protecting  the  trade,  both  in  St.George’s  Channel 
and  the  Northern  Sea,  at  the  time  referred  to. 

I am,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  W.  CROKER. 

After  giving  the  names  of  some  vessels  captured, 
the  ^ame  paper  adds — “Should  the  depredations  on 
our^foimnerce  continue,  the  merchants  and  traders 
will  not  be  able  to  get  any  insurance  effected,  except 
at  enormous  premiums  on  vessels  trading  between 
Ireland  and  England,  eitlier  by  the  chartered  com- 
panies or  individual  underwriters;  and  as  a proof  of 
this  assertion,  for  the  risks  which  are  usually  writ- 
ten 15s.  9.  per  cent,  the  sum  of  five  guineas  is  now 
demanded.” 

London,  Sept.  1,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  admi* 
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rtalty,  in  consequence  of  the  numerous  captures 
made  by  the  Americans,  to  be  extremely  strict  with 
the  captains  who  quit  their  convoy  at  sea,  or  who 
contrary  to  orders,  sail  without  convoy.  Prosecu- 
tions of  masters  of  ships  for  neglect  of  this  des- 
cription, have  already  commenced,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  subjoined  extract  of  a letter: 

* J Joy  (Vs  August  .31, 1814.  The  lords  commission- 
ers of  the  admiralty  have  been  pleased  to  inforn 


cable  arrangements  which  might  be  entered  into, 
such  as  paroling  the  whole  until  a communication 
could  be  made  to  the  commissary  general  of  prison- 
ers for  an  exchauge,  I would  lose  no  time  in  making 
the  necessary  application  for  that  purpose. 

Owing  to  some  changes  among  the  boats  and  ten- 
ders while  in  the  roads,  T am  unable  to  ascertain,  at 
tli is  moment,  the  precise  number  of  the  Franklin’s 
crew,  but  judge  them  to  be  about  thirty  one  men. 


the  committee,  that  they  have  given  directions  to  besides  Mr.  Tlamerslt-y,  her  commander,  one  mid- 
their  Solicitor  to  prosecute  the  masters  of  the  fol  shipman  (Mr.  Cook),  and  two  acting  as  masters 
lowing  vessels,  viz.:  Mr.  Stuart,  of  the  Arabella,!  mates  and  pilots. 

lately  arrived  at  Liverpool  from  St.  Domingo  and  I have  much  satisfaction  in  assuring  you,  that  eve- 
Jamaica,  for  sailing  without  convoy;  and  Mr.  Run-  ry  exertion  was  made  by  lieutenant  Sanders  to  unite 
dell,  master  of  the  New  Frederick,  from  Malta  to  his  whole  force,  until  the  whole  of  the  enemy’s  had 
Hull,  for  deserting  the  fleet  under  convoy  of  his  effectually  cut  them  off  from  the  Franklin  ; and  from 
majesty’s  ship  Mdford,  in  June  last.  the  report  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  on  the  beach 

(Signed)  JOHN  BENNETT,  Jun.  land  witnessed  the  gallant  defence  of  that  vessel  un- 

Ontario,  Sec — A letter  from  Sacketi’s  harbor  gives  j til  completely  surrounded,  and  carried  by  the  board- 
the  following  account  of  the  strength  of  the  mam  ing  of  five  heavy  boats  at  the  same  moment,  and  af- 
moth  ship  of  the  British  on  lake  Ontario: — “She  has  iter  having  beaten  off  their  tender  and  two  heavy 
34  lung  32  pounders  on  her  lower  deck;  34  long  24!  launches,  at  different  periods  of  the  action,  I can- 
pounders  on  the  middle  deck,  20  caiTonades  68  not  refrain  from  soliciting  your  attention  to  her  me- 
pounders  on  the  spar  deck,  and  14  carronades  32  ritorious  though  unfortunate  commander,  should  he 
pounders  besides.  Sir  James  is,  also,  building  a have  survived  the  action. 

large  frigate  at  Kingston.  j 1 have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully,  youf' 

Copy  of  a letter  from  captain  Gordon  to  the  secretary  j obedient  seivunt. 

of  t/m  tiuvy , dated  CHARLES  GORDON. 

Norfolk,  8di  Nov.  1814.  The  honorable  Win.  Jones, 

Sra-^-1  have  to  report  to  you  the  loss  of  one  of  Secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington, 
our  tenders  [the  Franklin]  commanded  by  Mr.  Ham-  CoPy  °fa  lctt*r  from  Gordon  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy , 
mersley,  master’s  mate,  after  a very  gallant  defence  1 dated  Norfolk,  9Ul  Nov.  18I4. 

of  an  hour  and  a half,  against  a tender  and  fourteen  Sir— I have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith,  the  report  of  Mr. 
barges  and  boats  of  the  enemy,  off  Back  River ! Haw-rsly,  commander  of  the  United  Stairs’  tender  Franklin,  fro  nr 
n o * * . J which  it  appears  she  was  not  carried  by  boarding,  as  reported  by 

AOilH,  Oil  oimuay  last.  | the  citizens  of  Hampton,  and,  fortunately,  did  not  lose  a man 

From  the  late  depredations  of  the  enemj’y8  boats  though  from  the  enemy’s  own  account  to  lieut.  Neale,  she  con- 
upon  the  bay  craft  in  Back  river,  and  having  also  ex- I 5en*!d  for  3,1  ho£r  and  a halfagainst  fourteen  boats  and  a tender; 

* , . , . rT  * ,/  P , I in  all  mounting' five  18  pounders  and  carrying  two  hundred  and 

tended  their  operations  into  Hampton  Roads  lor  the  i twenty  men,  commanded  by  sir  Edward  Hamilton  of  the  frigate 
first  time  these  twelve  months,  1 was  induced  on  Sa-  Havanna. 

turdav  evening-  last  to  order  the  two  tenders  and  T,'e  circumstance  of  Mr.  Hamersly  being  a prisoner  would,. 
ttlKl  v evening  last,  to  Oiuer  tne  tw  o tentleis  ana j 0fco„rse prevent  hint  from  stating  other  particulars  in  his  report. 

lour  or  my  boats  Oil  Back  river  for  the  purpose  or  Cupt.  Doyle,  the  senior  officer  at  Lyimhaven,  and  sir  Emva 


CHAS.  GORDON. 


convoying  several  buy  craft  which  had  been  reported  Hamilton,  are  reported  by  lieut.  Node  to  have  behaved  in  the 

. * - TV.  • , , i . ■ i -i  most  gentlemanlv  manner,  amlhave  made  a temporary  exchange 

to  me  rn  that  riser  and  bound  to  this  place,  With  po-  0f  0.,r  midshipman,  Mr.  Cook,  and  three  men,  for  the  prisoners 
sitive  orders  to  the  officers  to  avoid  separation  in  : nowin  Norfolk,  until  finally  settled  by  the  commissary  general  of 
the  night,  and  return  to  lUmptcil  Roads  with  the ! P^oners.  The  names  and  rank  of  the  prisoners  remaining  unex- 
~ a*  , . 1 . . | changed,  together  with  those  four  exchanged  m a temporary  man* 

cratt  Without  delay.  unfortunately,  however,  they  ner  by  capt.  Doyle  and  uiy st*Mi  shall  be  forwarded  without  delay*' 
were  unavoidably  separated  in  the  night ; the  boats, ! ’ 1 have  tlte honor  to  lx-,  &c. 

owing  to  a rough  sea,  returned  into  IRmpton,  and  Honorable  Wm.  Jones, 
tiie  Franklin  is  reported  to  have  separated  from  the  Secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington. 

Despatch  at  11,  P.  M.  thf.  enemy  in  tixf,  Delaware. 

Lieutenant  Saunders,  of  the  Despatch,  finding  in  The  Britise  force  at  present  in  the  Delaware  con- 
ihe  morning,  from  the  ignorance  of  his  pilot  and  ajsists  of  one  74,  one  razee,  one  fl’igate,  2 brigs,  one 
fcght  wind,  that  lie  had  drifted  near  the  enemy’s  I schooner  of  14  guns,  and  four  small  vessels  as  ten- 
ships  in  Lynnhaven,  and  that  they  were  manning  I ders.  They  have  captured  some  bay  craft,  and  also 
their  boats  to  attack  him,  immediately  manned  his  j re-captured  a prize  to  the  Patapsco  of  Baltimore, 
sweeps  and  made  a signal  for  our  boats,  who  were  j Preparations  are  made  by  general  Gaines  to  receive 
under  Old  Point,  and  also  the  Franklin,  that  lay ! them,  if  they  shall  venture  on  shore, 
nearly  becalmed  up  the  bay  and  considerably  to  the!  tiie  enemy  in  tiif.  Chesapeake,. 

eastward.  The  boats  immediately  joined  the  Des- ' Since  our  last  have  had  some  of  their  smail  vessels  as 
patch,  and,  a little  breeze  springing  up,  the  enemy’s  high  up  as  Poplar  island,  and  are  said  to  have  cap- 
boats  and  tenders  after  exchanging  a few  shot  gave  tu red  about  fifteen  small  craft, 
over  the  chase  and  directed  their  attention  to*  the  That  part  of  the  prisoners  taken  near  Baltimore- 


Franklin.  They  came  up  and  surrounded  her  about!  in  September  last,  who  were  sent  to  Bermuda,  have 


10,  when  the  firing  commenced,  and  were  repulsed 
until  half  past  11,  when  she  was  carried  by  board- 
ing 

I,  of  course,  have  no  report  from  the  Franklin, 
but  have  sent  lieutenant  Neale  with  a flag  to  ascer- 
tain the  fate  of  her  gallant  officers  and  crew,  which 
Consisted  of  about  thirty  five;  and  as  there  is  a 
masters’  mate  and  three  seamen  at  present  prisoners 
of  war  in  Norfolk,  I have  authorised  lieutenant 
Neale  to  make  any  temporary  exchange  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Lynnhaven  may  appear  disposed 
to  accede  to,  with  an  assurance  that  on  any  practi- 


reaclied  the  r homes, 
soou  expected. 


Those  from  Halifax  may  be 


Humiliation,  Fasting  and  Prayer. 

EY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

A Proclamation. — The  two  houses  of  the  national 
legislature  having,  by  a joint  resolution,  expressed 
their  desire,  that  in  the  present  time  of  public  ca- 
lamity and  war,  a day  may  be  recommended  to  be 
observed  by  the  people  of  the  United  States  as  a day 
of  Public  flumUiation  and  Fasting,  and  of  Prayer 
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to  Almighty  God,  for  the  safety  and  welfare  of  these 
states,  ills  blessing  on  their  arms,  and  a speedy  res- 
toration of  peace — I have  deemed  it  proper,  by  ihis 
proclamation,  to  recommend  that  Thursday  the 
tivelfth  o f January  next  be  set  apart  as  a day  on  which 
all  may  have  an  opportunity  of  voluntarily  offering, 
at  the  same  time,  in  their  respective  religous  assem- 
bliesj  their  humble  adorations  to  the  Great  Sove- 
reign of  the  Universe,  of  confessing  their  sins  and 
transgressions,  and  of  strengthening  their  vows  of 
repentance  and  amendment.  They. will  be  invited 
by  the  same  solemn  occasion,  to  call  to  mind  the  dis- 
tinguished favors  conferred  cn  the  American  people, 
in  the  general  health  which  has  been  enjoyed ; in  the 
abundant  frui  ts  of  the  season  ; in  the  progress  of  the 
arts,  instrumental  to  their  comfort ; their  prosperi- 
ty and  their  security  ; and  in  the  victories  which 
have  so  powerfully  contributed  to  the  defence  and 
protection  of  our  country ; a devout  thankfulness 
for  all  which  ought  to  be  miagled  with  their  sup- 
plications to  the  Beneficent  Parent  of  the  human 
race,  that  He  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  par- 
don all  their  offences  against  Him  ; to  support  and 
animate  them  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective 
duties  ; to  continue  to  them  the  precious  advantages 
flowing  from  political  institutions  so  auspicious  to 
their  safety  against  dangers  from  abroad,  to  their 
tranquility  at  home,  and  to  their  liberties,  civil  and 
religious;  and  that  He  would,  in  a special  manner, 
preside  over  the  nation,  in  its  public  councils  and 
constituted  authorities,  giving  wisdom  to  its  mea- 
sures and  success  to  its  arms,  in  maintaining  its 
rights,  and  in  overcoming  all  hostile  designs  and 
attempts  against  it  ; and  finally,  that  by  inspiring 
the  enemy  with  dispositions  favorable  to  a just  and 
reasonable  peace,  its  blessings  may  be  speedily  and 
happily  restored. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  City  of  Washington, 
the  sixteenth  day  of  November,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  and  of  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States, the  thirty-eighth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

iD  £> 

The  usual  detail  was  neglected  until  too  late  for 
this  paper — but  the  history  of  proceedings  shall  be 
compressed  in  our  next.  Not  much  business  has 
been  done,  except  to  pass  the  loan  bill  and  the  act 
to  authorise  the  fitting  out  of  certain  small  armed 
vessels.  The  house  have  the  bill  to  establish  a na- 
tional bank  before  them,  on  the  principles  to  consti- 
tute which  a great  diversity  of  opinion  exists— 
however,  we  rather  believe  it  will  pass  pretty  nearly 
as  reported,  with  the  addition  of  several  other  places 
where  subscriptions  shall  be  received. 

(Lj’See  next  article. 

The  senate  have  had  before  them  bills  for  classing 
the  militia,  and  authorising  the  president  to  call 
them  out  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers.  They 
are  interesting  and  maybe  inserted  at  length.  They 
have  had  also  before  them  a bill  making  f urther 
provision  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  army — which 
allows  the  enlistment  of  free  persons  above  the  age 
of  18  years  without  the  consent  of  the  parent, 
master,  guardian,  &c.  in  writing,  provided  mas iers 
of  apprentices  shall  receive  a certain  portion 
of  the  bounty,  &c.  The  3d  section  increases  the  | 
land  bounty  to  320  acres — the  4th  provides  that  any 
person  who  shall  according  to  law,  furnish  at  Ins 
own  expence  a recruit  for  the  army,  to  serve  during 
the  war,  shall  thereafter  be  exempt  from  militia 
duty;  a motion  to  strike  out  the  provision  as  to 
minors  was  lost — ayes  Id — nays  21. 


From  yesterday' s J\rutiorv:l  Intelligencer. 

THE  XATWSiAL  B A & K.  BILL. 

After  a very  able  debate,  yesterday,  the  house  of 
representatives  decided,  by  an  immense  majority  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Calhoun’s  amendment.  The  effect  <*>f 
this  vote  is,  supposing  the  bill  to  be  further  amended 
(as  is  probable)  in  conformity  to  the  views  express- 
ed by  Mi  . Calhoun,  to  give  to  the  bank  bill  the  fol- 
lowing features  : the  capital  to  be  fif  y millions; 
subscrip  dons  to  be  opened  monthly  in  certain  pro- 
portions, the  whole  amount  of  subscription  to  be 
j paid  in  at  the  time  of  subscribing — in  the  following 
proportions  of  specie  and  paper — six  millions  in 
specie,  and  forty-four  millions  in  Treasury  notes, 
here  fter  to  be  issued  in  such  proportions  monthly 
as  the  bank  will  absorb  ; the  United  States  to  hold 
no  stock  in  the  bank,  no  control  in  its  direction,  nor 
any  legal  right  to  demand  loans  from  tiie  bank. 

Thus  amended,  it  is  our  belief  the  bill  will  pass 
the  house  of  representatives.  Its  fate  in  the  senate, 
with  its  present  provisions,  is  perhaps  questionable. 

Foreign  Intelligence. — The  fate  of  Norway  is  still  undecided— In 
a great  battle  fought  with  the  invading  Swedes,  15,000  men  are 
said  to  have  been  killed  on  both  side  s— on  which  side  the  victory 
was  is  not  stated.  Switzerland  was  in  a very  disturbed  state.— 
Saxony  is  anxious  for  the  restoration  of  her  king,  and  is  said  to  be 
encouraged  in  the  notion  by  Austria , to  thwart  the  designs  of 
Prussia.  Denmark  appoints  a member  to  the  great  congress  at 
Vienna.  The  “emperor  Napoleon ” was  about  to  establish  a ucourt 
gazette ” at  Elba,  Ike.  write  bis  own  life  and  a history  of  his  times, 
&c.  His  Wife.  Maria  Louisa,  openly  manifests  her  attachment  to 
him,  and  an  idea  has  gone  abroad  that  Austria  may  enlarge  the 
space  of  bis  empire.  He  has  1200  men  under  him  at  Elba,  as  a 
royal  guard!— Talleyrand  represents  France  at  Vienna.  The  fol- 
lowing placard  was  lately  posted  on  one  of  the  gates  of  the  palais 
royal: — “An  ok!  fat  hog,  f<d  twenty  years  in  England,  valued  at 
Eighteen  Louis,  to  be  disposed  of  for  One  Napoleon.'''1  Belgium  will 
possibly  sooiif  b*  the  theatre  of  war — Wellington  is  there  with  a 
great  force,  and  the  Hanoverians  were  hastening  to  join  him — 
France,  we  believe,  will  not  give  up  these  provinces,  without 
another  war.  Austria  has  her  war  establishment  complete — Bava- 
ria is  increasing  lK-r  army,  and  the  Hessians  are  up  to  their  fuH 
complement — the  king  of  Naples’  is  organizing  and  increasing  his 
army,  as  he  says,  to  aet  against  the  Barbary  powers:  it  appears 
quite  plain  that  a n*-\v  war  is  expected  in  Europe.  The  French  are 
careful  to  protect  their  manufactures  against  their  dear  friends, 

I the  British,  in  every  way.  The  pope  has  ordered  the  restoration  of 
th d feudal  system,  through  his  states.  Charles  IV  has  returned  to 
Spain,  and  that  country  yet  remains  unsettled. 

Rmie , July  25 — The  report  still  prevails  that 
Parma,  Modena  and  Guastalla,  will  be  ceded  to 
Bonaparte,  and  that  in  future  he  will  reside  on  the 
continent.  The  public  prints  express  the  hope  that 
this  may  be  a mere  rumor. 

fir*  London  dates  to  the  1 3 th  yet  keep  Lord 
Hill  in  England — it  seems  he  waits  for  the 
result  of  the  congress  at  Vienna. 

Norfolk , Nov.  4.  Four  British  prisoners,  consist- 
ing of  a midshipman  and  three  men,  belonging  to 
the  Madagascar  frigate,  capt.  Doyle,  were  brought 
over  from  Hampton  yesterday,  and  delivered  into  the 
custody  of  the  marshal  at  this  place.  They  were 
taken  on  board  an  eastern  shore  craft,  captured 
by  the  enemy  some  days  previous,  and  ordered  to 
'Fangier  Island,  but  which  grounded  in  passing  Egg- 
Island  Shoals.  The  skipper  (who  remained  on  board) 
watching  a favorable  opportunity  jumped  into  the 
punt  along  side,  ana  paddled  for  the  shore  but  soon 
after  returned  with  several  armed  men,  who  retook 
the  vessel  and  made  the  crew  prisoners. 

Newbedford  Oct.  28.  Last  evening  arrived  sehr. 
Clementine,  from  Dennis  ; about  10  o’clock  yester- 
day morning,  near  Wood’s  hole,  was  boarded  by  a 
boat  from  tile  privateer  Retaliation,  with  five  men, 
who  ordered  the  captain  and  crew,  consisting  of  — 
persons,  to  “pick  up  their  duds  and  go  ashore.’> 
Wink  pretending  to  be  complying  with  their  orders, 
the  crew  of  the  Clementine  watched  a favorable  op- 
portunity, and  each  seized  his  man,  and  secured 
them,  and  have  delivered  them  to  the  commandant 
of  the  garrison  at  Fairhaven. 
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Legislature  of  Rhode- Island,  j 

HOUSE  OF  HE P liESENT  ATIYES. 

Tuesday , Nov.  1.  House  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment, at  10  o’clock,  A.  M.  and  proceeded  to  elect 
tiie  lion.  James  Burrill,  jr.  speaker  and  Thomas 
Burgess,  esq.  clerk. 

At  12  o’clock,  his  excellency  the  governor,  by  his 
private  secretary,  Thomas  Burgess,  Esq.  commu- 
nicated the  following  message  and  accompanying 
documents. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate , and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives .• 

"We  meet  again  with  less  sanguine  hopes  of  the 
restoration  of  peace  and  prosperity  than  we  indulg- 
ed at  the  last  session.  All  the  Haltering  expectati- 
ons induced  by  the  meeting  of  ambassadors  at  Ghent 
have  been  disappointed,  and  we  are  to  look  forward 
to  the  longer  continuance  of  an  unhappy  war. 
Though  the  original  causes  or  pretexts  of  the  war 
are  now  abandoned  by  our  administration,  and  they 
are  willing  to  make  peace  with  Great  Britain  with- 
out requiring  any  stipulation  on  her  part,  on  the 
subjects  of  blockade  or  impressment,  yet  peace  can- 
not, in  the  opinion  of  our  government,  be  restored 
on  the  terms  proposed  by  the  enemy.  It  is  exclu- 
sively the  province  and  tiie  duty  of  the  general  go- 
vernment to  decide  on  our  foreign  relations — they 
only  can  declare  war  or  make  peace,  yet  I may  be  per 
mitted  to  express  my  regret  that  the  negociation  had 
not  been  permitted  to  ptoceed  to  such  furtlier 
length  as  to  have  ascertained  with  more  precision 
the  real  pretensions  and  demands  of  England. 

Present  appearances  forbidding  ua  ta  anticipate 
tiie  speedy  restoration  cf  those  blessings  which 
peace  alone  can  restore,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  look 
at  the  actual  state  of  things  and  to  prepare  for  those 
exertions,  privations  and  sufferings  through  which, 
in  the  righteous  providence  of  God,  we  may  be  call- 
ed to  pass.  You  will  perceive  in  the  correspondence 
between  the  executive  of  this  state,  and  the  depart- 
ment of  the  general  government,  a continued  exer- 
tion on  our  part  to  inducp  their  attention  to  our  ex- 
posed condition,  and  to  prevail  on  them  to  extend 
to  us  that  support  and  assistance  which,  by  the 
terms  of  the  national  compact,  and  by  every  con- 
sideration of  prudence,  as  well  as  justice,  they  were 
bound  to  have  afforded;  and  you  will  as  readily  dis- 
cover, on  their  part,  repeated  and  continued  delay, 
and  finally  an  implicit  refusal  or  an  acknowledge- 
ment of  their  inability  to  comply  with  our  requests. 
On  the  part  of  this  state  we  have  exhibited  aeon 
stant  readiness  to  conform  to  the  views  of  the  general 
government,  and  to  co-operate  with  them,  agreea- 
bly to  the  constitution,  to  the  extent  of  our  potver, 
and  it  is  not  understood  that  the  general  government 
itself  has  discovered  or  complained  of  any  unwil- 
lingness or  reluctance  in  us;  yet,  notwithstanding 
our  constant  importunity  and  our  readiness  to  act 
in  concert  with  the  officers  of  the  United  Slates, 
our  requisitions  are  uncomplied  with,  and,  so  far  as 
depended  on  the  general  government,  our  situation 
has  continued  as  defenceless  as  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  correspondence,  that 
the  government  have,  in  fact,  refused  to  make  the 

VOh.  VII. 


necessary  advances  for  expenses  which  their  own 
officers  have  ordered  and  approved  of,  and  tlut  the 
utmost  extent  of  the  promise  of  the  secretary  at 
war  is,  that  if  we  will  advance  the  money,  they  will 
apply  it  to  our  defence. 

In  this  unheard  of  and  unforseen  condition  of 
tilings,  the  general  assembly  are  called  on  to  make 
further  arrangements  for  the  defence  of  the  state. 

The  larger  states  of  course  have  more  abundant 
means.  In  this  state,  which  has  paid,  and  con- 
tinues, to  pay,  such  immense  sums  into  the  national 
treasury,  our  means,  by  way  of  direct  taxes  owing 
to  the  very  limited  extent  of  our  territory,  must 
necessarily  be  much  circumscribed.  The  taxes  al- 
ready in  operation,  and  those  proposed  at  this  sessi- 
on, must  draw  from  us  a sum  of  money  one  half  of 
which  if  applied  to  our  own  necessities,  would  in- 
crease, in  a very  respectable  degree  our  means  of  de- 
fence. The  direct  tax  cm  houses  and  lands  alone, 
will  undoubtedly  exceed  the  sum  of  sixty  nine 
thousand  dollars,  no  part  of  which  have  we  any  as- 
surance, is  intended  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes 
of  our  particular  defence. 

Bull  forbear  further  to  enumerate  our  grievances, 
our  sufferings  end  dangers — the  catalogue  might  be 
swelled  to  a frightful  size,  and  instead  of  furnishing 
us  with  motives  for  exertion  might  sink  us  into  des~ 
pondency. 

I shall  always  be  ready  to  concur  in  every  mea- 
sure proposed  by  the  general  assembly  for  the  de* 
fence  of  our  native  land,  and  our  invaluable  liber- 
ties, and,  1 trust  tiie  {.-cople,  notwithstanding  the 
extent  of  their  losses,  and  the  discouragement  of  the 
times,  will  be  found  worthy  of  their  privileges  and 
of  their  former  prosperity.  Having  done  ail  we  caa 
do,  we  must  look  for  a blessing  upon  our  arms  and 
our  cause  to  Him  who  alone  ruleth  among  the  nati- 
ons of  the  earth. 

In  pursuance  cf  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session, 
authorising  me  to  borrow  on  the  credit  of  the  state, 
a sum  noi  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars^ 
a loan  has  been  opened  at  the  several  banks  and 
proposals  have  been  sent  to  different  towns.  The 
success  of  tliis  measure  lias  not  fully  equalled  my 
1 hopes;  apart  only  of  the  loan  has  been  obtained,  and. 
a particular  statement  of  its  progress  will  be  made 
out  for  your  information  in  the  course  of  the  session. 

In  compl  iance  with  the  resolutions  on  that  subject, 
at  a special  session  of  the  legislature  in  September, 
a draft  lias  been  made  from  the  militia  and  char- 
tered companies,  to  make  up  (lie  states  quota  of  live 
hundred  men,  under  tiie  requisition  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States  of  the  4th  of  March,  and  they 
are  ordered  into  service  accordingly — and  the  senior 
class  will  soon  be  organized  agreeably  to  the  laws 
passed  for  that  purpose. 

In  addition  to  the  ordnance  already  stationed  at 
several  points,  fiekl  pieces  have  been  provided  for 
Little  Compton,  Tiverton,  Warren,  East  Greenwich 
and  North  Kingstown,  with  some  supplies  of  '<vd- 
nance  stores,  and  I have  the  satisfaction  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt,  from  the  United  States,  by  the 
order  of  brigadier-general  Cushing,  of  six  held  car- 
riages for  heavy  cannon. 

I have  the  pleasure  of  being  able  to  inform  yo** 
that  at  some  late  inspections  and  interviews  of  the 
militia  which  I have  attended,  I had  the  satisfaction 
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of  finding  an  evident  improvement  in  discipline,  and, of  this  state;  colonel  Searle  having  been  sent  by 

HW 


particularly  in  the  quality  and  good  order  of  their  me  to  the  seatof  government  to  confer  with  the  pre- 
nrms;  T:  ,re  is  also  a very  commendable  zeal  and  sklent  of  the  United  States  upon  the  very  exposed 
alacrity  excited  among  the  officers, and  « correspond-  nod  defenceless  situation  of  this  state,  received  a 

‘U.*  .m.lla;...!  ..rv  ' ■ 1 “ 

’ *o 


emulation  among  the  rneri.  We  may  be  permit- j written  communication  from  the  secretary  dated 
ted  therefore  to  believe,  that  in  case  ol  an  invasion,  | July  9,  stating  the  intentions  of  die  government  and 
our  militia  wi 


ipport  i lie  character  for  discipline) the  disposition  already  made,  or  contemplated,  in 


ati-J  bravapy  which  they  icqurved  in  the  war  of  the 
rev  • :tion  j and  that,  as  they  have  now  become  .1- 
inosi  our  sole  miiitsiy  dependence,  they  will  not  dis- 
appoint us  in  the  hour  of  trial. 

From  the  neglect  «ncldisregaid  of  our  wants  which 
v.c  have  expei  ience<l  from  that  quarter  >o  which  we 
naturally  look  for  assistance,  1 have  been  induceii, 
for  the  supply  of  some  of  the  indispensable  requ  - 
sites  for  uiking  the  fhk-i,  to  issue  orders  to  :h 
quarter-master  and  commissary  generals  to  make 
such  preparations  in  their  several  departments  as 
our  scanty  resources  admit. 

It  is  my  duty  particularly  to  mention  the  situation 
of  the  men  belonging  to  the  state  corps.  The  ne- 
glect on  tiie  part  of  (lie  United  States,  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  their  wages  h*ts  reduced 
many  of  them  to  very  distressing-  circumstances. — 


relation  to  \he  defence  of  the  state,  and  Mint  among 
oih  r things,  six  6 pounders,  on  travelling  carriages, 
would  be  forthwith  sent  us  These  guns  have  not 
been  received,  ami  I have  reason  to  relieve  have 
been  detained  at  New-Yovk,  by  order  of  gmeral 
Lewis,  under  some  mistake  (as  I presume)  relative 
to  their  destination.  I hart  to  I’equeat,  therefore, 
that  the  necessary  orders  may  be  expedited  ro  have 
these  gnus  sent  on  without  delay.  I am  informed 
th*t.  the  carriages  are  now  ready  for  delivery,  at 
Norwich,  in  Connecticut,  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
missary, M*.  Tracy. 

I would  ask  roar  attention  to  our  very  exposed 
condition  and  unprepared  state  of  defence  in  many 
respects,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  our  being 
urnisjied  immediately  with  carmen,  ammunition, 
tents  and  camp  equipage.  I have  repeatedly  had  ‘lie- 


Some  have  families,  and  all  will  require  a supply  of  j honor  of  stating  these  deficiencies,  *nd  requesting 

a supply — and  I hope  no  time  will  be  lost  in  forward- 
ing diem  here,  or  in  placing  such  quantities  at  the 
disposition  of  general  Gushing,  that,  cm  requisition 
being  made,  they  may  be  seasonably  supplied. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

WILLIAM  JONES. 

Honorable  secretary  at  yvar , Washington.  r 

Copy  of  a letter  from  the  secretary  at  war  to  his  excel- 
lency governor  Jones,  dated 

War  Department,  October  4,  1814, 

Snt — Your  letter  ol  the  — d*y  of  September,  en- 
closing a copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  town-meet- 
ing of  Newport,*  is  received.  The  just  and  patri- 
otic sentiments  expressed  by  your  excellency,  and 
which  seem  equally  to  animate  your  fellow-citizens, 
have  been  seen  by  the  president  with  pleasure  and 


clothing,  without  which  it  will  be  impossible  they 
can  do  their  duty  through  the  approaching  cold 
season. 

On  the  4th  instant  I was  informed  by  the  secreta- 
Jy  of  war,  that  general  Swift  weuld  visit  this  state, 
to  inspect  the  fortifications  and  io  advise  as  to  the 
erection  of  other  works.  General  Swift  has  since 
arrived,  and  in  company  with  him  1 have  visited  the 
shores  at  the  head  of  tiie  bay  and  Rhode  Island  and 
Tiverton,  near  the  Stone  Bridge.  What  further 
steps  will  be  taken  by  the  government  in  consequence 
of  this  measure,  I have  not  been  informed  of.  In 
some  parts  of  the  slate  the  citizens  have  cheerfully 
volunteered  their  services  in  erecting  batteries  and 
field  works,  to  a very  considerable  extent,  and  ow- 
ing to  their  very  meritorious  exertions,  additional 
security  iias  been  given  to  some  important  and  ex- 
posed positions. 

Under  our  great  pecuniary  embarrassments,  the 
patriotic  labor  of  the  people  was  particularly  accept- 
able, and  deserves  the  approbation  of  the  legislature. 

I cotnnurrTicate  for  your  more  particular  informa- 
tion, my  correspondence  with  the  secretary  of  war, 
and  also  with  governor  Strong  and  governor  Smith, 
on  the  subject  of  mutual  aid  of  the  militia,  incase 
of  invasion. 

I also  lay  before  you  a communication  from  gov. 

Strong,  with  several  resolutions  of  the  legislature 
of  Massachusetts,  which,  from  the  importance  of 
tiie  Subject,  and  the  respectability  of  that  state, 
claim,  and  will,  I have  no  doubt,  receive  your  early 
and  serious  attention. 

I cannot  close  this  communication  without  advert- 
ing to  some  of  the  many  reasons  which  the  people 
of  this  state  have  for  gratitude  and  thankfulness  to 
the  Giver  of  all  good,  who  in  the  midst  of  judg- 
ment has  remembered  marcy.  By  His  goodness  we 
have  reaped  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  our  health 
and  our  lives  have  been  preserved,  and  shores  pro- 
tected from  invasion,  and  our  laws  and  civil  snd  re- 
ligious liberties  continued.  WILLIAM  JONES. 

Providence , October  31,  1814. 

DOCUMENTS  ACCOMPANYING  THE  GOVERNOR’S  MESSAGE- 
Copy  of  a letter  from  his  excellency  governor  Jones  to 
the  secretary  at  war,  dated 

Providence,  September  23,  1314. 

Sin— -I  take  the  liberty  of  asking  your  attention  to 
the  subject  of  the  correspondence  whicli  took  place 

early  in  July  Inst,  between  general  Armstrong,  then  *The  copy  of  proceedings  here  alluded  to  was  not 
secretary  at  tvar,  and  colonel  Searle  adj  utant-general  enclosed  by  his  excellency. 


approbation. 

Notwithstanding  the  pressure  on  the  government 
from  nil  quarters,  and  the  peculiar  pressure  of  the 
enemy  on  this  district,  this  department  has  not  been 
inattentive  to  the  situation  of  Rhode-Tsland,  or  un- 
mindful of  the  very  great  importance  of  the  harbor 
of  Newport.  A report  has  been  just  made  by  gene- 
ral Swift,  which  goes  entirely  to  support  the  pro- 
priety  of  your  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of  forti- 
fying those  positions  which  command  the  passage 
from  the  island  to  the  main.  He  himself  will  be 
ordered  on  to  your  state,  and  every  possible  effort 
will  be  made  by  the  government  to  procure  the  ne- 
cessary cannon  and  munitions  of  war. 

From  the  present  state  of  the  treasury  much  de- 
pendence must  be  placed  on  the  local  authorities 
and  the  banks  of  your  state  to  furnish  temporarily 
those  funds,  which  it  will  be  necessary  (for  the  II. 
States)  to  expend  for  their  own  immediate  protec- 
tion. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant,  JAS.  MONROE. 

His  excellency  William  Jones. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  his  excellency  governor  Jones  to 
the  secretary  at  war,  dated 

Providence,  October  3,  1814. 

Sru — In  consequence  of  the  very  exposed  situa- 
tion of  this  state,  the  sea  coast  and  bay  forming-  an 
extensive  water  line,  on  either  side  of  which  weave 
assailable  at  various  points,  and  from  the  increasing 
danger  of  invasion,  with  the  fatal  consequences  at- 
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tending  such  an  event,  in  our  present  situation;  I j 
am  induced  to  renew  my  application  for  a supply  of  j 
cannon  with  other  requisites  necessary  for  the  effi-  j 
cient  operation  thereof— with  these  we  should  bej 
able,  l am  confident,  to  make  a successful  resistance  I 
— and  without  them,  in  the  event  of  an  attack,  the 
most  disastrous  consequences  are  to  be  apprehended. 

I am  informed  by  general  Cushing,  to  whom  1 
have  applied  for  the  loan  of  cannon  for  our  use,  that 
there  are  none  at  his  disposal — since  which  from  in- 
quiry, 1 am  advised  from  a source  entitled  to  ere- j 
(lit,  that  there  are  at  Concord,  in  Massachusetts,  j 
forty  pieces  of  12  and  18  pound  cannon,  on  travel- 1 
ling  carriages,  in  complete  order,  with  fixed  #mmu- 1 
t)it ion,  fee.  These  being  of  a description  suitable 
for  the  protection  of  our  assailable  points,  an  l not 
having  it  in  our  power  to  provide  such,  I am  com> 
pelled  earnestly  to  request  (if  not  inconsistent  with 
your  other  arrangements)  that  an  order  to  the  proper 
officer  may  be  given,  to  deliver  me,  for  the  use  ot 
this  stale, fifteen  or  twenty  pieces  of  12  snd  18 pound 
cannon,  with  'die  requisite  munitions  thereto. 

I have  the  honor  to  be.  Sec. 

WILLIAM  JONES. 

Honorable  James  JVlanroe, 

secretary  at  war  Washington. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  the  secretary  at  war  to  Jus  ex- 
cellency governor  Jones , dated 

War  Dspartmaiu,  October  M,  1814. 

8fn— -Your  excellency’s  letter  of  the  3d  inst.  has 
been  received.  The  cannon  referred  to  in  your  let- 
ter of  September  23,  have  been  ordered  to  Newport, 
and  will  be  subject  to  such  disposition  as  you  may 
deem  advisable. 

General  Cushing  has  authority  and  will  make  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  supplying  ammunition, 
tents  and  camp  equipage. 

The  subject  of  fortifications  on  the  sea-coast  of 
llhode  Island  has  been  referred  to  gen.  Swift,  chief 
of  the  engineer  corps.  He  has  been  directed  to  re- 
pair to  that  quarter,  to  confer  with  your  excellency, 
and  report  the  necessary  arrangements  for  additional 
defences. 

No  neW  works  liRve  been  recently  authorised  ex- 
cept where  the  town  - or  state  requiring  such  works 
have  loaned  the  money  for  that  object.  Should 
means  be  placed  within  the  control  of  this  depart- 
ment, an  officer  of  engineers  will  he  designated  to 
superintend  the  fortifications,  and  the  works  imme- 
diately  commenced.  Should  it  be  ascertained  that 
there  are  disposable  cannon  at  Concord,  as  you  have 
been  informed,  arrangements  will  be  made  to  send- 
ing them  to  Rhode  Island  with  proper  munitions. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

His  excellency  William  Jones,  Governor  oj  Rhode- Island. 

P.  S.  Orders  have  been  given  to  have  sent  to  R 
Island  six  12  pounders  and  six  18’s  if  they  can  be 
spared  from  Massachusetts. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  major-general  Dearborn  to  his 
excellency  governor  Jones , dated 
Heail-qnarters,  District  No.  1,  Boston,  Get.  20,  1814. 

^ Sin  l he  secretary  of  war  having  informed  me 
that  your  excellency  had  applied  for  the  loan  of  some 
13  and  18  pounders,  and  stated  to  him  that  you  had 
understood  that  the  United  Slates  had  a considerable 
number  of  suen  pieces  at  Concord,  in  this  state,  it 
becomes  rny  duty  to  state  to  your  excellency,  that 
there  is  no  such  ordnance  belonging  to  the  United 
States  at  Concord  or  at  any  other  place  in  this  state 
or  New-Hampshire,  excepting  such  pieces  as  are 
necessarily  attached  to  the  different  fortresses,  or 
have  already  been  loaned  for  the  use  of  the  militia. 
It  would  afford  me  pleasure  to  have  had  it  in  mv 
power  to  comply  with  the  direction  of  the  secretary 


oF  war,  to  furnish  the  ordnance  propped,  and  it  is 
with  regret  I find  it  impracticable  to  fulfil  his  inten* 
tion. 

I am,  sir, 

AVilh  due  respect, 

Your  obedient  humble  serV  nt, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

His  excellency  governor  Jones. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  his  excellency  governor  Sir  on* 
to  his  excellency  governor  Jours, 

Boston,  October  17,  lRiJ. 

Sir — I am  requested  by  the  two  houses  of  die  ge- 
neral court  of  this  commonwealth,  to  ti  u -n.-u  'o 
your  excellency  the  enclosed  letter,  .s-gned  bv  the 
president  of  the  senate  and  speaker  of  the  hem  of 
representatives  of  this  state,  and  also  a copy  of  the 
resolutions  to  which  the  said  letter  refers;,  v,\  h a 
request  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  the  legA- 
ltture  of  your  state. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  With  great  respect, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

CALEB  STRONG. 

His  excellency  the  governor  of  the 
State  of  Jihode- Island. 

Boston,  October  17,  if!:;. 

Silt — Your  excellency  will  herewith  ;<ffceive  cer- 
tain resolutions  of  the ’legislature of  Massachusetts* 
which  you  are  respectfully  requested  to  take  the 
earliest  occasion  to  ley  before  the.-  legislature  of  your 
stale,  together  with  this  letter,  which  is  intended  as 
an  invitation  to  them  to  appoint  delegates,  if  they 
shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  meet  such  others  ns  rr.av 
be  appointed  bv  this  and  other  states,  at  the  lima 
and  place  expressed  in  these  resolutions* 

The  general  objects  of  the  proposed  conference, 
are,  first,  to  deliberate  upon  the  dangers  to  which  tlkl 
eastern  section  of  the  union  is  exposed  by  the  course 
Of  the  War,  and  which  there-  is  too  much  reason  In 
believe  will  thicken  round  them  in  its  progress,  and 
to  devise,  if  practicable,  means  of  security  and  de- 
fence which  may  be  consistent  with  the  pn  serVat iort 
of  their  resources  from  total  ruin,  and  adapted  to 
their  local  situation,  mutual  relations  and  harms,  and 
not  repugnant  to  their  obligations  as  members  of  the? 
union.  When  convened  for  this  object,  Which  ad- 
mits not  of  delay,  it  seems  also  expedient  to  submit 
to  their  consideration  the  inquiry,  whether  the  inter- 
estof  these  states  demand  that  persevering  endeavor*' 
be  used  by  each  of  them  to  procure  such  amendment* 
to  be  effected  in  the  national  constitution  as  may  se  * 
cure  to  them  equal  advantages,  and  whether,  if  in 
their  judgment  this  should  lie  deemed  impracticable 
under  the  existing  provisions  for  airier, ding  that  in- 
strument, an  experiment  may  be  made  without  dis- 
advantage to  the  nation  for  obtaining  a convention 
from  all  the  states  in  the  union,  or  such  of  them 
may  approve  of  the  measure,  with  a view  to  obtain 
such  amendments. 

It  cannot  be  necessary  to  anticipate  obj:  ctiotis  to 
the  measure  which  may  arise  from  jealousy  or  fear  . 
This  legislature  is  content,  for  its  justification,  to 
repose  upon  the  purity  of  its  own  motives,  and  upon* 
the  known  attachment  of  its  constituents  to  the  na- 
tional union  and  to  the  rights  and  independence  of 
their  country. 

j We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect* 
your  exoellencv’s  humble  servsnls, 
j JOHN  PHILLIPS,  V resident  of  the  senate  of 
the  coinnvrfi wealth  of  Jlfaisachvseltsr, 
TIMOTHY  BIGELOW,  Speaker  of  the  liovse 

of  representatives  of  Said  c&rfflifonwcldi  .'*> 
Hi 8 excellency  the  governor  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Mand. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

Saturday,  November  5. 

The  following  report  of  the  committee  on  the  go- 
vernor’s message  was  read  and  received : 

The  committee  to  ivkom  were  referred  the  message  of 
his  excellency  the  governor  and  the  documents  there 
•with  communicated , asfc  leave  to  report  upon  so  much 
thereof  as  relates  to  the  important  subjects  brought 
into  view  by  the  communications  received  by  his  excel 
tency  from  the  secretary  at  7uar  and  from  /be  govern- 
or,the  president  of  the  senate  and  the  speaker  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts— 

The  legislature  and  the  whole  people  of  this 
stale  already  but  too  well  know  how  frequently  and 
fruitlessly  they  have  petitioned  the  federal  govern- 
ment for  some  portion  of  those  means  of  defence 
for  which,  we  have  paid  so  dearly,  and  to  which  by 
the  constitution  we  are  so  fully  entitled.  Our  most 
pressing  petitions  and  representations  to  the  head 
and  various  departments  of  the  general  government 
have  often  gone  unanswered,  sometimes  have  been 
answered  by  unmeaning  professions  and  promises 
never  performed,  but  generally  by  telling  us  to  pro- 
tect ourselves.  The  result  is,  that  at  this  moment 
we  have  fewer  means  of  defence — less  show  of  pro- 
tection afforded  by  the  government  than  we  had  ever 
at  any  period  during  a state  of  peace. 

Directly  after  the  war  was  commenced,  the  great- 
er part  of  the  United  States’  troops  then  in  the  forts 
of  this  state,  were  ordered  to  a service  more  inte- 
resting to  the  general  government  than  our  defence. 
Ail  the  troops,  also,  which  have  been  enlisted  by 
them  during  the  war,  within  this  state,  and  amount- 
ing to  many  hundreds,  have  been  wanted  for  other 
purposes-— although  many  of  them  were  enlisted 
with  an  understanding  that  they  were  to  serve  near 
their  families  and  for  defence  of  their  native  state. 
Tne  gun -boat  flotilla  prctendedly  kept  in  our  har- 
bors has  in  reality  been  employed  to  entrap  unguard- 
ed citizens  into  a distant  and  unpropitious  service 
In  a word,  the  whole  United  States’  military  force, 
stores  and  property  within  the  state  at  this  moment, 
instead  of  affording  any  means  of  defence,  do  but 
serve  to  increase  our  danger  by  offering  a tempta- 
tion to  the  enemy. 

But  while  thus  withdrawing  from  us  all  but  the 
shadow  of  defence,  and  totally  disregarding  their 
duty  and  our  just  rights  under  the  constitution  ; 
that  government  is  constantly  demanding  and  taking 
from  us  those  resources  and  revenues  which,  by  the 
f constitution,  we  granted  expressly  to  enable  them 
to  afford  us  that  protection..  More  than  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  states  to 
have  been  already  received  into  their  treasury  in 
taxes  upon  this  state  during  the  last  year;  besides 
some  thousands  retained  as  the  pay  of  their  asses- 
sors and  collectors.  The  amount  also,  which  they 
have  drawn  from  thi3  state  in  duties  cannot  be  less, 
and  we  believe  is  much  more,  than  half  a million 
of  dollars  upon  an  average,  annually,  during  the 
war.  In  addition  to  this,  they  have  had  from  our 
banks  and  citizens  some  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  upon  loans  and  treasury  notes.  A small  part 
of  ail  these  funds  drawn  from  us  might,  if  prudently 
applied,  have  placed  us  in  a state  of  security.  It 
cannot  be  necessary  for  the  committee  to  go  into 
further  detail  : A full  view  of  our  situation  is  pre- 
sented to  us  in  the  two  last  letters  of  the  secretary 
at  war.  In  one  of  them,  making  some  general  pro- 
fessions upon  the  subject  of  our  defence,  he  adds, 
tnat  ‘‘JYo  new  work  has  been  recently  authorized  ex- 
cept when  the  town  or  state  requiring  such  works  have 
loaned  the  money  for  that  object.  Should  means  be 
putced  within  the  control  of  this  department , an  officer 


of  engineers  will  be  designated  to  superintend  the  fortf- 
f cations,  and  the  works  immediately  commenced."  fir 
his  other  letter,  die  secretary,  after  acknowledging 
cur  claims  to  defence,  the  importance  of  our  har- 
bors, and  the  necessity  of  further  fortifications,  and 
promising  a supply  of  cannon  and  munitions  of  war, 
concludes  in  substance,  as  in  his  other  letter,  that 
“ From  the  present  stale  of  the  treasury  much  depen- 
dence must  be  placed  on  the  local  authorities  of  the 
bonks  of  your  state  to  furnish  temporarily  those  j'undu 
• which  it  will  be  necessary  ffor  the  United  States  J to 
expend for  their  own  immediate  protection."  And  where 
are  our  funds  which  the  secretary  thus  pointedly 
takes  care  to  inform  us  must  be  expended  by  the 
United  States?  Where  are  those  funds?  Have  not  the 
United  States  already  got  them,  nearly  to  the  utter- 
most farthing  ? We  have  paid  punctually  the  heavy- 
taxes  imposed  upon  us  by  the  government,  and  suf- 
fered them  to  draw  into  their  treasury  the  large  re- 
venues granted  by  us  only  as  the  price  of  our  de- 
fence. All  these  revenues,  more  than  sufficient  for 
our  protection,  they  have  received,  not  as  a sacred 
trust  to  be  Constitutionally  applied  to  that  object, 
but  as  their  rightful  tribute,  to  be  expended  at  their 
will.  It  has  been  expended  in  ruinous  attempts  to 
conquer  the  provinces  of  the  enemy,  who  by  these- 
mea..s  has  been  broughtAo  threaten  and  assail  our- 
selves, and  then  we  are  told,  “give  us  your  funds  and 
we  will  expend  them  for  your  own  immediate  protec- 
tion— will  build  fortifications  for  you  and  supply  you 
with  cannon  and  munitions  of  war.” 

Another  semblance  of  protection  is  held  out  to  us. 
The  secretary  gives  orders  to  the  military  prefect 
of  the  district  to  receive  into  service  as  many  of  our 
militia  as  his  excellency  the  governor  shall  think 
proper  to  call  out  for  the  defence  of  the  state. — 
Where  are  they  to  go,  and  what  to  do  ? without 
cannon,  forts  or  the  munitions  of  war,  which  the  se- 
cretary tells  us  are  absolutely  necessary,  but  which 
he  also  plainly  tells  us  cannot  be  furnished  unless  we 
supply  the  funds  with  which  they  are  still  to  be 
purchased.  Such  has  been  the  answer  given  to  us 
as  often  as  we  have  petitioned  for  defence.  "When 
tlie  regular  garrison  troops  were  ordered  away  from 
the  state,  requisitions  were  made  upon  us  to  turn 
out  our  citizens  to  supply  lheii\places  in  the  United 
States’  forts  and  under  their  officers.  Such  unwar- 
rantable and  unconditional  demands,  being  seriously 
opposed  in  this  and  other  states,  were  for  a time 
apparently  abandoned ; but  in  reality  the  govern- 
ment af  that  moment  formed  the  design  of  compel- 
ling us  by  necessity,  unconstitutionally  to  surrender 
our  citizens  as  regular  troops, to  the  command  of  such 
officers  as  they  might  appoint  over  them;  and  in  order 
to  bring  us  to  this  necessity, for  a long  period  weivere 
left  without  any  other  evidence  of  the  existence  of  a 
president  or  government  of  the  United  States,  than, 
what  we  derived  from  the  burthens  imposed  and  the 
calamities  brought  upon  us  by  them.  And  so  per- 
severingly  was  this  project  against  our  rights  pur- 
sued, that  the  president  of  the  United  States  him- 
self, in  one  of  his  public  messages,  openly,  and  with 
gre*t  chagrin,  complained  of  the  policy  of  the  ene- 
my in  leaving  this  section  of  the  country  unass&iled 
and  unravaged.  At  length  the  design  of  bringing 
our  militia  under  the  command  of  minor  United 
States’  officers  appeared  to  be  relinquished,  and  in- 
timations were  given  to  one  of  our  sister  states,  who 
had  checked  that  design,  that  it  was  relinquished. 
But  soon  the  same  plan  is  discovered  in  another  form. 
We  are  divided  into  military  districts  ; and  a kind 
of  military  prefect  is  placed  over  each,  a military 
commander  over  states  instead  of  troops.  And  to 
these  military  prefects,  the  president  without  any 
warrant  from  the  constitution,  imparts  a portion  of 
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3m  executive  authority— creating  thus  an  office  uu 
known  before  and  undefined.  This  plan  seemed  to 
promise  better  success.  Owing  to  the  worthy  end 
re*pecUble  characters  of  the  district  commanders 
to  whom  this  state  is  assigned,  our  chief  magistrate, 
ever  watchful  and  solicitous  for  our  welfare  and  se- 
curity, and  with  a view  to  conciliate  and  purchase 
the  protection  of  government  by  any  concessions  not 
absolutely  dangerous  to  our  rights,  has,  with  the 
advice  of  the  council,  allowed,  as  an  act  of  his  own, 
the  stale  corps,  and  the  drafted  militia  to  be  under 
the  direction  of  a United  States’  colonel,  stationed 
in  Newport,  although  there  are  scarcely  United 
States’  troops  enough  under  his  command  to  form  a 
single  full  company.  Nor  would  there  ever  be  any 
difficul'y  iu  co-operating  for  our  defence,  if  designs 
hostile  to  our  rights  were  not  too  palpably  manifest- 
ed. In  another  state,  where  the  militia  remonstrated 
against  being  put  under  the  command  of  United 
States’  officers,  the  chief  magistrate  was  informed 
by  the  secretary  at  war  that  they  could  not  be  paid 
unless  so  surrendered.  What ! cannot  the  president 
issue  his  orders  to  officers  of  the  militia,  constitu- 
tionally appointed,  as  well  as  to  officers  of  his  own 
appointing  over  them,  contrary  to  the  constitution  ? 
The  same  secretary  has  given  the  answer — The  pre- 
sident thinks  it  inconvenient  and  dangerous.  Tims 
tk-.t  great  privilege  which  the  6t-tes,  in  forming  the 
constitution,  would  not  trust  to  the  new  government 
they  were  about  to  create,  and  which  they  expressly 
retained  and  reserved  to  themselves,  as  their  secu- 
rity against  encroachments  from  that  new  and  un- 
tried government — this  same  privilege  the  govern- 
ment we  have  created  now  informs  us  they  consider 
to  !>e  dangerous  and  inconvenient. 

We  are  not  alone  in  these  calamities.  Our  sister 
states  of  the  south  have  been  almost  equally  op- 
pressed and  abused. — They  are  beginning  to  assert 
their  rights  ; and  with  us  they  will  never  suffer  our 
common  rights,  under  the  constitution  to  be  prostrat 
ed  by  a government  we  have  ourselves  created.  Why 
should  we  dwell  longer  upon  the  unwarrantable 
treatment  we  receive — the  unconstitutional  attempts 
upon  our  constitutional  rights.— Our  condition  is 
stripped  of  all  doubt  and  uncertainty.  Our  chief  re- 
sources have  been  and  still  are  to  be  taken  as  tribute: 
but  for  our  defence  we  are  to  look  to  ourselves. 

Placed  in  this  situation,  the  general  assembly  did, 
at  their  last  session,  unanimously  request  the  gover- 
nor to  communicate  with  the  executives  .of  our 
neighbouring  states  upon  the  subject  of  our  com- 
mon defence— proffering  ours  and  requesting  their 
co-operation  in  this  object.  Those  states  feeling  e- 
qually  with  us  in  the  common  misfortunes,  and  the 
necessity  of  united  exertions,  have  reciprocated  our 
proffers  of  mutual  assistance,  and  have  invited  us 
to  appoint  delegates,  to  meet  •*. hose  appointed  by 
them,  to  confer  upon  our  defenceless  and  calamitous 
situation,  an:l  to  devise  and  recommend  wise  and 
prudent  measures  for  our  relief. 

The  committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution  ; 

Slate  oj  Rhode- Island  and  Providence  Plantations. 

In  general  assembly,  October  session,  A.  D.  1814. 
heiieas  this  general  assembly,  having  long  wit- 
nessed, with  regret  and  anxiety,  the  defenceless  si 
t nation  of  tli i c.  state,  did,  at  their  last  session,  re- 
quest his  excellency  the  governor  to  communicate 
with  the  executives  of  our  neighboring  sister  states 
upon  the  subject  of  our  common  defence  by  our  mu 
tual  co-operation  ; and  whereas  those  states,  feeling 
equally  with  us  the  common  misfortunes,  and  the 
necessity  of  united  exertions,  have  appointed,  and 
invited  us  to  appoint,  delegates  to  meet  and  confer 
upon  our  calamitous  situation,  and  to  devise  and  re- 


commend wise  and  prudent  measures  for  our  com- 
mon relief : 

Jiesolved , That  this  general  assembly  will  appoint 
four  delegates  from  their  state,  to  meet  at  Hartford, 
in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  on  the  15th  day  of  De- 
cember next,  and  confer  with  such  delegates  as  are 
or  shall  be  appointed  by  other  states  upon  the  com- 
mon dangers  to  which  these  states  are  exposed,  up- 
on the  best  means  of  co-operating  for  our  mutual  de- 
fence against  the  enemy,  and  upon  the  measures 
which  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  said  states,  consist- 
ently with  their  obligations  to  adopt,  to  restore  and 
secure  to  the  people  thereof,  their  rights  anu  privi- 
leges under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

13.  HAZARD, — For  the  committee. 

On  the  question,  shall  the  resolution  above  recited 
be  adopted  and  passed,  the  ayes  and  nays  were  call- 
ed and  ordered  to  be  entered  upon  the  journals  of 
the  house — ayes  59,  nays,  23. 

Daniel  Lyman , Samvel  H ard,  Benjamin  Hazard, 
and  Ectivard  Mamon,  Esqrs.  were  appointed  dele- 
gates to  attend  the  Hartford  convention. 

A protest  was  presented  against  the  resolution  to 
appoint  delegates  to  the  Hartford  convention,  by 
those  who  voted  against  the  resolution.  It  was  de- 
cided not  to  enter  it  on  the  journals  of  the  hoifse  on 
account  of  its  indecorous  language  and  foul  asper- 
sions on  the  motives  of  the  majority. 

[Tiiis  protest,  so  complained  of,  shall  appear  in 
the  Register,  though  the  house  refused  its  inser- 
tion in  their  journal.] 

An  act  granting  pay  to  the  state  troops  called  out 
by  gen.  Stanton,  passed. 

C.  G.  Chnmplin,  Esq.  was  elected  a member  of  tjie 
council  of  war,  in  the  place  of  13enj.  liuggles,  Esq. 
resigned. 

A resolution  passed  authorizing  the  governor  to 
procure  clothing  for  the  soldiers  in  the  stale  service. 

The  business  of  the  session  being  completed,  the 
legislature  adjourned  to  the  third  Monday  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  when  they  will  convene  at  East  Green- 
wich. 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

IX  SENATE. 

Saturday , November  5.  Mr.  Giles,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  military  affairs,  reported  the  following  bill, 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  a second  reading. 

A bill  to  authorise  the  president  of  the  United  Stales 
to  call  upon  the  several  states  and  territories 
thereof,  for  iheir  respective  quotas  of 
thousand  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers 
of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted , &c.  That  the  president  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  re- 
quired to  call  upon  the  several  states  and  territories 
thereof,  for  their  respective  quotas  of  thou- 

sand militia,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years,  from 
tV*e  time  of  meeting  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  un- 
less sooner  discharged,  that  is  to  say  : 

From  New-Hampshire,  thousand  : 

From  Massachusetss,  See. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  whole 
number  of  militia  of  each  state  and  territory,  shall 
be  divided  into  classes,  in  such  manner,  as  that  one 
man  from  each  class,  shall,  in  the  whole,  amount  as 
nearly  as  maybe,  to  the  number  required  from  such 
state  or  territory  ; and  after  such  classification,  each 
class  shall  furnish,  by  draft  or  by  contract,  one  effec- 
tive able  bodied  man,  to  serve  in  the  piilitia  for  the 
term  of  two  years  as  aforesaid,  unless  pooner  dis- 
charged. Provided  nevertheless,  That  if  any  state 
or  territory  shall,  within  months  after  the 

passage  of  this  act,  raise  its  quota  of  militia,  or  any 
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part  thereof  required  by  this  act,  in  any  other  man-  dent  of  the  United  States  in  carrying  into  effect  any 
ner,  for  an  equal  or  longer  term  of  service,  the  same  j of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  :i 

.'■fall  be  received  into  the  service  of  the  United  sum  not  exceeding years  pay,  nor  less  than 

States  in  substitution  of  the  same  number  of  the  months  pay,  and  such  officer  shall,  moreover  be  lia- 
militiC.  called  for  by  this  act,  and  in  that  case,  the  ble  to  be  cashiered  by  sentence  of  a court  martial, 
draft  shall  so  far  cease  to  lake  effect.  And  the  draft  I and  be  incapacitated  from  holding  a commission  in 
shall  also  cease  to  take  effect  in  every  case  in  which  ! the  militia  for  a term  not  exceeding at  the  discre- 

tion of  the  said  court  ; and  such  non-commisioned 
officer  and  private  shall  be  liable  lo  be  imprisoned, 
by  a like  sentence,  on  failure  to  pay  the  fines  adjudg- 
ed against  them  being  respectively  for  one  calender 
nionih  for  every  5 dollars  of  such  fine 

Sec.  7 And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  militia 
while  employed  in  the  service  of  the  U.  States  in 
virtue  of  this  act,  shall  not  be  compelled  to  serve  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  United  States,  nor  beyond 
ih<?  limits  of  the  state  or  territory  furnishing  the 
same,  and  the  limits  of  the  adjoining  state  or  terri- 
tory; excephthat  the  militia  from  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee may  be  required  to  serve  in  the  defence,  and 
for  the  protection  of  Louisiana. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  militia 
aforesaid,  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales, 
shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  articles  of  war, 
as  the  troops  of  the  United.  States  ; and 'in  like 
mariner,  shall  1 e allowed  the  same  pay,  clothing,  ra- 
tions and  forage  ; and  entitled  to  tiie  same  privileges 
and  immunities,  in  all  respects,  as  the  troops  of  the 
U.  States. 

Sec.  9 And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  after  the 
classification  of  the  militia  as  aforesaid,  any  three 
classes  within  any  state  or  territory,  which  shall 
furnish  according  to  law,  two  effective  able-bodied 
recruits,  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States 
during/he  war,  shall  thereafter  be  exempt  from  the 
militia  service  required  by  this  net ; and  to  aid  them 
in  this  respect,  such  recruits  shall  he  entitled,  res- 
pectively, to  receive  the  bounty  in  money  and  land, 
which  is  allowed  to  other  recruits  respectively  for 
the  army  of  the  United  States  ; and  in  all  cases 
where  recruits  sh%D  be  furnished  as  aforesaid,  the 
same  shall  be  delivered  to  some  recruiting  officer 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  imme- 
diately give  his  receipt  therefor,  on  account  of  the 
classes  furnishing  them,  and  shall  forthwith  report 
the  same  to  the  department  of  war,  specifying  in 
such  report,  the  names  and  description  of  such  re- 
cruit, respectively,  and  the  description  of  the  class- 
es of  the  militia  furnishing  the  same;  whereupon  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  department 
of  war,  to  grant,  without  delay,  to  such  cl  'ss.es,  a 
certificate  of  exemption  from  the  militia  service  re- 
quired by  this  act;  which  certificate  shall,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes,  be  good  and  available  to  them 
for  their  absolute  exemption  therefrom. 

£fec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  the 
recruits  furnished  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  in  addition  to  the  recruits  now  authorised  by 
law,  should  amount,  in  the  whole,  to  a greater  num- 
ber than  sufficient  to  fill  the  present  military  esta- 
blishment, it  shi.ll  be  lawful  for  the  president  of  the 


any  class  shall  furnish  a militiaman  by  contract  as 
aforesaid. 

S r.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  lo  issue 
Iffi  orders  to  such  officers  of  tiie  militia  as  lie  may 
think  proper,  to  divide  the  whole  militia  of  each 
stale  and  territory  into  classes,  and  to  make  drafts 
therefrom  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  2d  sec- 
tion fit  this  act.  And  for  the  purpose  of  equalizing, 
as  much  as  possible,  the  contributions  of  lha  respec- 
tive classes,  in  all  oases,  where  any  class  shall  fur- 
rush  a militiaman  by  conduct,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
such  militia  officer  or  officers,  in  laying  off’  the  re- 
spective districts  comprehending  jftjich  class,  to  ap- 
portion the  same,  as  nearly  as  possible,  according  to 
the  value  of  property,  ami  the  number  of  militiamen 
subject  to  dr*,  ft  within  each  district. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaeted,  That  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  with  equality  and  justice  to  all  descriptions  ul 
the  militia,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  officer  com- 
manding t.  company  of  infantry,  to  enter  upon  his 
muster-roll  every  person  subject  to  militia  duty  with- 
in the  beat  or  district  comprehending  his  company, 
whether  of  artillery,  cavalry,  grenadiers,  light  infan- 
try, volunteers,  or  by  whatever  other  deifomination 
distinguished,  including  all  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  musicians  ; which  ^muster-roll  he  shall  mak*. 
out  on  Oath,  and  upturn  to  the  officer  commanding 
the  battalion  or  regiment  to  which  he  belongs; 
whe  e upon  nil  the  militia  of  every  description,  en- 
tered upon  such  muster-roll,  shall,  in  like  manner, 
be  subject  to  classification  for  the  purpose  of  draft 
or  contribution  i^equired  by  this  act ; and  in  all  cases 
of  making  the  draft,  where  tire  person  drafted  shad 
heretofore  have  faithfully  performed  any  tour  o* 
duty  in  the  militia  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  either  *s  a volunteer  or  drafted  militiaman, 
whether  .upon  the  requisition  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  any  state  or  territory,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
deduction  for  the  whole  of  his  former  term  of  ser- 
vice, as  aforesaid,  from  the  term  of  service  required 
by  this  act ; and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  office;' 
making  such  draft,  at  such  time,  to  make  a true  and 
faithful  report  to  the  department  of  war  of  all  per 
sons  drafted  by  him,  who  shall  previously  have  per- 
formed a tour  of  service  as  aforesaid,  specifying  the 
nature  and  duration  of  such  service;  whereupon  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  for  the  department 
of  war  to  cause  discharges  to  be  granted  to  all  such 
persons,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  jtforesaid 
provisions. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  f urther  enacted , That  the  presi- 
dent of  tiie  United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  au- 


thorised, and  required  to  organize  the  militia  of  each  United  States  to  receive  such  recruits  into  the  ser- 
state  and  territory,  called  forth  in  virtue  of  tins  act,  j vice  of  the  United  States,  notwithstanding  such  ex- 
into1  divisions,  brigades,  regiments,  battalions,  and  [cess;  and  to  form  them  into  regiments,  battullions, 
companies,  as  the  numbers  from  each  state  and  ter-j  and  companies,  as  the  numbers,  of  such  excess  may 
ritory  shall  render  necessary  and  proper,  co.oformn-  j render  necessary,  conformably  to  the  regulations  of 
bly  to  the  laws  and  regulations  respecting  the  milita-j  the  present  military  establishment ; r;d  the.  presi- 
ry  establishment  of  the  United  States  ; and  it.  shall  jd-nt  of  the  United  Ststc-s  is  hereby  authorised  and 
be  lawful  for  the  proper  authority  of  each  state  and ! required  to  nominate,  and  by  and  with,  the  advice  of 
territory  to  appoint  and  commission  all  officers! tiie  senate,  appoint  as  many  officers  to  command 
which  may  be  required  to  complete  such  organic  a-  ] such  recruits  as  may  he  necessary  for  the  purpose, 
ti’on.  * jeonforming  in  all  respects  to  the  laws  an  regulations 

Sec.  6 And  be  it  further  enacted , That  every  offi- j respecting  the  organization  of  the  present  military 
cer,  non-commissioned  officer,  or  private,  of  the  mi-  j establishment,  and  the  appointment  and  relative 
Vitia,  who  shall  fail  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  presi-  rank  of  officers  therein.  And  the  officers  hereby,  au». 
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■fhorisec!  to  bs  appointed,  shall  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing  in  all  respects,  with  the  officers  of  the  same 
grade  in  tlie  present  iitary  establishment. 

[ On  Saturday  tost,  this  bill  was  ordered  to  been-, 
grossed  for  » third  ru^Uuig.] 

Thursday.  Noveirdxr  10.— The  satiate  were  engaged  nearly  the!  . . - 

ivliol*  day  in  tht>  discussion  of  die  bill  “making  fail  her  provision  j foXwiiigLv^iiitions: 
for  filling  iii«  ranks  of  tiro  army  of  the  United  States.” 

Ft  111  /s  . ■ i * . 1®  _ 1*11  ■ . I.r^  t >1  . . n ♦!  Wi  ♦ I*. » * I : !<•  1 I A 


Y’E AS— Messrs.  EiiiU  of  Geo.  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown,  Chav  , 
Coudit,  Froiuentin,  Guilford,  Giles,  Lacoek,  Morrow,  Hebert., 
Smith,  Tait,  Taj  lor, ’1  urn*r,  Walker,  \V  harem,  Worthingi  »n — V • 
KAYS— Messrs.  Aiulusmi,  Daggett,  Dana,  German,  GoM*!».- 
rough,  Gort,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Mason,  Thompson,  \m- 
nuiii — 12. 

HOUSE  OF  REPiiESkW'TJTIVFS. 

Thursday,  Nov.  15.  Mr.  Calhoun  o Herod  for  consideration  die 


Resolved,  That  the  committee  , 


nary 


[The  'first  section  of  this  bill  provides  tlmt  recruiting  officers  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  changing  the  present 
the  army  of  tlie  United  Sutos  supplying  the  army  by  contracts  t«  io. i 


{fair's  be  directed  to 
of 

her  Is  -ttcr  calculated 
to  r port  by  bill  or 


shall  ba  authorised  to  enlist  into  the  army 

any  frye,  clfoetive,  abfobodisd  man  between  tlie  ages  of  eighteen  J lor  a^ate  ol  war,  and  that  they  have  k*a 

a Th^  second section  r«p»a!s  so  much  of  former  acts  as  require*!  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  b*  directed  to  inform  the 

ibe  cous-nt  in  writing  of  the  parent,  roaster  or  guardian,  to  au-  bouse  wtrothcr  the  army  of  tlie  United  States  is  trained  by  any 
thovisa  the  enlistment  of  parson*  under  twenty-one  years  of  ago,  one  uniform  system  of  discipline;  and  if  not,  what  are  the  cam.'  s 
provided  masters  of  appivntiows  who  enlist  shall  receive  a oertain  | winch  have  prevented  it. 

portion  of  the  bounty  aiouay,  &e.  I ^Calhoun  said,  it  was  not  necessary  to  state  to  the  house,  tliat 

lhe  third  section  allows  to  future  recrujts  three  hundred  and  next  to  having  an  army,  toliavoitwell  sapmiad  ami  w ii  tno^.d 
twenty  acres  of  land,  in  lieu  of  the  laud  bounty  now  allowed  by  j was  an  object  of  the  greatest  importance  H e liad  hvn  in!  ; n d, 

j.(W<  * | from  a source  to  be  relied  on,  that  the  pr.Svnt  inode  of  supplying 

The  fourth  section  provides  “that  any  person  subject  to  militia  j the  army , whilst  it  subjected  tiro  public  to  s;rou!ifo!ious  bv  the 
dutv,  who  shall,  according  to  law,  furnish  a »ccriut  for  the  army, 
at  ills  owu  expajitv,  to  serve  during  tlie  war,  shall  thereafter  be 
exempt  from  militia  duty  during  th*  war,”  &.s.  &c.] 


The  question  uow  depending  in  tbs  senate  is  on  a motion,  by 
Mr.  Dana,  to  strike  out  the  vital  part  of  the  second  section  as 
•above  described. 

[Tita  motion  to  strike  out,  was  lost  na  a subsequent  day.] 

It  is  b*Ji;  vaJ  the  bill  will  pass  the  senate  without  material 

amendment. 

TIjv  following  bill  was  also  reported  in  tho  sonata,  on  the  8th 
just.  b\  Air-  VVorthnigtoju,  tlwuman  uf  the  militia  cunuuitteo- 
A bill  further  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  ‘-An  act  more  ejfce- 

llu  ‘ 


contractors,  was  Irequ.-ntly  uu  groat:  mncrgencies  found  wholly 
imificrout.  One  of  the  roost  important  enterprises  in  ihq  south 
would  have  failed  iu  consoquenco  of  tlie  deficiency  of  tlie  con- 
tractor, had  not  the  difficulty  been  overcome  by  tiro  groat  cn'M'gv 
of  tho  cmaroaudiug  general  on  that  occasion.  There  was,  he  bad 
also  uudursom.!,  a variance  iu  the  discipline  of  th”  army,  in  consv- 
queuce  ol’live  or  six  dirBrre.ut  syst^ns  employed  in  tin*  training  of 
the  army.  So  great  was  th?  variaueg,  that  no  forge  body  of  our 
army,  Brown’s  cuunnauil  perhaps  excepted,  could  be  p.operly  ex- 
ercised together. 

The  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

Tiw  bill  to  authorise*  tho  secretary  of  state  during  the  present 
tuurfy  to  provide  for  the  national  defence  by  establishing  on  j war,  to  roaJL«  au  additional  allowance  to  misters  of  vessels  for 
uniform  militia  throughout  the  United  States.''  j swinging  home  destitute  and  diiir.-6.s_d  American  seamen,  was 

Be  it  enacted , &c.  That  in  audition  to  the  citizens  directed  to  bej  cfod  a third  turns,  passad  aud  sent  lotlioSeoHt  . 
enrolled  by  tlie  first  section  of  au  act,  entitled  “An  act  ruor?  Mr.  Fppr.s,  by  grueral  eonsoiL,  u*ih»  a r.  port  from  the  com- 
ellVctuallv  to  provid * for  the  nations^  def.-nce  by  establishing  au  | ufilteo  of  waja  and  nt-aus,  on  tiro  amemim  nl  propos'd  hy  »m*. 
uniform  militia  tlnvHghout  the  United  Sl*ie»J’rM»eh  and  every  j senate  to  tho  tluvo  tuillioii  loaubill.  [ 1’l.is  amendm  .ai  pr  ipos  s 
■free,  aok-foidied.,  wiub%  cule  citiznai  cf  the  Umted  States,  and  the  j to  pledge, to  pay  the  interest  and  gradually  r dee;!'  tlie  prineipal 
'territories  therocf,  who  is  or  shall  be  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  of  this  |xu Uvular  ioAurf  a portion  of  the  im  -vnal  duties  now  ex.s'.- 
and  tiglueen  years,  shall  s vroidly  and  respfwtively  be  iiuantdiatcly  | Lug,  or  to  be  here  after  imposed.]  The  committee  of  ways  and 
enrolled  in  the  militia,  by  the  captain  ur  commanding  officer  oil  roeiuw  itecummtuid  a disagreement  to  this  amendment  of  tlie 


the  company  witbiw  whose  bounds  such  citizen  shall  reside,  and!  s-s.sat- 
when  eurollod  au<l  uoiitiod  according  to  law,  shall  be  beholden!  Tfi*  amendment  of  thu  senate  was  disagreed  to  without  a division 
to  arm  and  equip  himself,  au.\  to  do  and  jwrliirru  all  tbn  duties,  ou  the  coashh  ratlsm  that  tiro  co.iimittee  of  wav*  aud  means  had 
ami  be  subject  to  all  the  ponahks  in  cases  of  neglect,  as  now  are,!  torfur*  them  the  propriety  ofesta'iLisiiing  .i genc.al  sinking  fund,  to 
fchrli  Utraaftrr  be,  provided  for  by  law,  for  ibe  governsoeiit  pl^e  all  the  public  on  ibe  sron » basis,  lac. 

rn  shall  ” 


. _ tue  gove 

the  militia  of  the  United  Sut?*,  except  that  such  euiz. 
no.  be  subject  to  be  drafted  into  tlie  aeiiial  service  of  the  United' 
States  while  he  reouiros  under  the  age  of  .igWteea  ja.«rs. 

Soc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  'I'bvt  ouch  and  every'  free., 
able-bodied,  vvLite,  male  citize*  of  the  United  Stales  atel  teri  ito- 


ri  ;s  thereof,  of  tlie  age  of  eigbtoen  yoans.  and  under  tin*  age  ol'  twioersad  aodoo.u  uittwl. 
fo.ty-five,  who  by  the  law’s  ofthe  United  States  or  any  otbfei*  state  ”'1  

or  territory  thereof,  have  bnou  «x»U)j>twl  iroro  common  trainings 
for  the  purpose  of  discipline,  or  from  militia  duty  generally,  with 
.every  free,  ahle-buditW,  white,  male  citizen,  of  flia  age  of  forty 


live  vests,  a*-i  iwder  the  age  of  City  yaars,  except  miuisurs  of. 
tlie  gospel,  dull  be  immediately  ceroiled  in  tiro  militia  by  the 
captaiu  or  cmnmuulitig  ufiic-r  of  the  company  witliiti  wbosa 
hounds  such  citiz^u  shall  reside,  and  wlrou  so  enrolled  and  uoti* 
li.  (1  according  to  law,  such  citizen  sbail  be  Itoldett  to  arm  aud  equip 
himself,  and  to  do  and  perform  all  the*  duties,  aud  Lx  subject  to  ajl 
the*  penalties,  iu  case  of  uegfoct,  as  now  are,  or  shall  bir«aAt*r  be. 


Friday,  Ncv.  IS.  Mr.  L'  >pe < reported  a bill  to  provide  addi- 
tiooiai  riivouud  for  defraying  tho  puhlio  crc<!i*,  hy  laying  tluties  mi 
sales  at  auction,  or,  the  postage  of  L tiers,  on  licciiscs  to  rctaiirrs 
of  wiuo,  spiiatuous  liquors  and  lonygu  mcrcltaudize,  on  cen  i-ag as 
for  tlie  cgj)ye*tuce  ox  ptxsous  and  on  plated  harness;  which  was 


provid'd  lor  by  law,  for  the  govtuuroeut  of  tiro  mil.ua  tho 
United  States,  except  that  s'ich  citizen  shall  not  bn  subject  to 
attend  the  trainings  of  militia  for  discipline.. 

Tuesday,  November  42.— Tiro  senate  having  resumed  tbs  con- 
sideration of  tiro  bill  to  authorize  the  pucsidtmt  of  the  United 
States  to  call  upon  the  several  states  and  tend  tori  os  thereof,  for 
•their  n spe-ctivo  quotas  of  aigbty  tbeusaad.four  htuidml  aud  thirty 
militia,  for  tji<*  defence  of  tue  frontiers  oi'  liro  Uolixsl  States. 

Mr.  Gore  of  Mass,  moved  tint  tha  bi)J  be  referred  bade  to  the 
committee  who  raported  it,  witli  the  following  instruction: 

“That  the  ecmroitiae  be  iasiructud  so  to  modify  the  bill,  that  it 
•shall  provide  for  calling  into  tiro  service  of  Uro  Uiuted  States  from 
lime  to  tim;>,  in  esu  cution  of  the  provisions  of  the  con&titution,  and 
according  to  the  mode  heretofore  practised  tbousatui  militia, 
to  serve  for  terras  not  exceeding  nine  months:  with  an  option  to 
tiro  several  states,  in  lieu  of  such  detachments  ol'  militia,  to  raise 
and  furnish  for  the  service  of  tire  Unied  States,  for  tiro  term  rf  m( 

two  years  unless  sooner  discharged,  hod  if  s of  state  troops,  equal  in  j made  a report  rreoai  mending  tiu*.  house  to  strik-.*  cut  th:-*  word 
lu  mber  to  their  respective  quotas  of  militih:  such  stale  trooi's  to  fwenty-tavo  gnus  aid  i uteri  sin  tear,  so  as  that  thu  vessels 


Tbs  Speaker  tai-J  Uelbi'S  the  house  a report  from  the  war  d,>- 
aartmem,  stating,  mat  few  or  no  material  papers  were  lost,  dur- 
Sug  this  late  incursion  oft'ie  enemy. 

A massage  wars  received  from  tlie  senate  insisting  on  their  a- 
roendmunts  to  the  tbroa  million  loan  hili,  and  imiti.ig  a eonfor- 
euccx  On  motion  of  Mr.  foppes,  tlie  bouse  insisted  on  their  disa- 
gcatwneut,  and  accepted  tho  invitation  of  the  senate  to  a conlev- 
ence. 

fbe  order  of  tl.ro  day  on  the  bill  making  further  provision  “for 
tilling  the  ranks  of  the  regular  army  by  classifying  the  free  male 


population  of  tiro  United  Status”  having  been  called  over— 

X i'Uo  croioideratioiioftiro  hili  was  postponed  until  i'uesday  next, 
as  the  senate  had  before  them  a bill  for  similar  purpo;cs.) 

Mr.  Harris,  submitted  for  cmsi  ieiatiou  tlie  following  resoJti- 
tiup: 

Resolved , That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  he  instructcil 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  provic.iug  by  law  that  any  kind 
of  rnonwy  which  may  be  . ..tiu  by  tlie  govariuueut  to  tlie  troops  in 
tiie  service  of  the  Uiiitad  States,  for  military  s i . ices,  shall  be 
receivable  in  payment  frttai  tiu:  people  for  their  tn.vs. 

This  ivsolutiuu  was  roforraJ  a*s  proposed,  itr.  H.  brought  it 
forward  on  account  of  certain  payments  me.de  to  tlie  militia  »f 
Tcamiisstse in  Chilicolho bank  uot«,  witich  the  fax  gatherers  were 
not  authorised  to  recejv&iu  payment,  and  on  wb.cb  the  people  had 
to  lose  10  /ter  cent,  of  their  amount  to  gut  of, 

Mr  .Pleasants,  from  the  committee  of  concurrence  on  the  disa- 
greeing votes  of  the  two  houses  relative  to  tin*  lull  ;:ut!iori->!ug  i:m 
rchase  or  building  of  not  mar*  than  2>  smail  s.rmi  d vessels  , 


troops 

b - organized  and  armed  ami  equipped  according  to  law,  their 
officers  to  he  appointed  by  the  respective  states,  their  services  to 
fee  limited  witbju  the  statesin  which  they  dul.  Le  r»is«l.  or  wuhio 
an  adjoining  state,  to  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war, 
and  to  receive  the  saine  pay,  clothing,  rations  and  forage,  and  to 
be  entitleri  to  the  same  privileges  and  immunities  as  the  troops  of 
the  United  States. 

After  a long  debate,  the  question  on  this  motion  was  negatived 
by  the  following  vote : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gaiilard,  German. 
Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Mason,  Tl;omro 
son.  Varuum — l*.  1 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown,  Chase,  Condit, 
Fr;>u:eu  i;,  Gilt*.  Laeock,  Morrow,  ll<»ber(s,  Uohinso  *,  South 
Tail,  Tayior,  Turner,  Walker,  Wharton,  Worthington*—  <L  ’ 


> !.e  question  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill 
follows: 


then  decided 


...snty-two  guosas.il  insert  savieen-,  sons  mat  tiro  vessels  to  he 
built  or  purchased,  shall  not  carry  less  than  8 nor  more  than  L> 
guws# 

Tha  proposition  was  agreed  to,  and  tlie  till  has  passed  both 
houses.  , . 

Saturday,  Nov.  12.  Mr.  Hall  of  Geo.  suomitted  for  consideration 
■the  following  resolutions:  .... 

j.  That  th*  coiniiiittee  os  ways  >nd  mesu’s  be  directed  to  enquire 
into  thro  csyrsli'.'ncy  of  authorising  the  s cixtry  of  the  treasury  to 
issuo notes,  convenient  for  circuladun,  to  tiro  amount  ol" 
millions  of  dollars,  undorsucli  checks  as  may  be  thought  lest  eaf- 
cuWtetl  to  detect  counterfeits;  in  which  alone,  and- gold  and  silver, 
shali  all  taxes,  duties,  i.-nposis,  or  debts  due  or  which  may  hereaf- 
ter become  dua  to  the.  U.  States,  be  paid. 

2.  That  tlie  treasury  notes  which  may  he  issued  as  afores-ed  shall 
be  a legal  tender  iu  all  debts  due  or  which  may  hereafter  bm»m« 
due  between  citizens  of  tlie  United  States,  or  between  citizens  of 
ouc  state,  cr  a citizen  and  subject  of  any  foreign  state  or  power. 
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3.  That  the  secretary  of  war,  under  direction  of  tli«  president,  delphjn,  ns  proposed  in  the  bill — negatived,  only  30  rising  in  la.og 
Shall  cause  to  be  purchased  in  each  state  and  territory,  and  in  each  ofjt.  Mr.  Gaston  after  a s)»eech  ul  considerable  favorable 

collection  district thereof,  a*  nearly  as  circumstances  will  permit,  j to  the  establishment  of  a national  bank,  hut  not  upon  the  plan  pro- 
supplies  for  the  army  and  wavy  oltliv  United  States,  to  the  amount  posed,  moved  to  strike  out  “fifty”  millions  for  the  capital  and  insert 
«>f the  taxes  to  be  collected  from  each  state,  territory  or  collection  ' 


district. 

4.  That  any  individual, or  body  politic,  or  corporate,  at  the  ex- 
piratiu.i  of  tw«  Ive  mouths  from  the  date  of  the  treasury  notes  by 
then;  held,  and  annually  thereafter,  may  fund  the  same,  and  receive 
in  " 


lieu  thereof  6 p<  r cent,  stock. 
5.  Tin-.:,  alter  pa  iflg  the  annual 


twenty, 

Mr.  Condit  moved  to  reduce  the  shares  to  100  dollars  each,  re- 
jected, only  39  rising  in  favor  of  the  proposition.  The  2d  section 
of  tin:  bill  was  then  read,  a considerable  diversity  of  opinion  was 
manifested, of  little  importance  to  tbe  real  merits  of  the  business, 
and  after  some  time  indulged  in  expressing  them,  the  committee 
rose  after  a session  of  five  hours,  reported  progress  and  the  house 
adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Nov.  15.  Mr.  Eppes  offered  the  following  resolution. 
Resolved , That  tbe  committee  on  military  allairs  be  instructed 
to  ttnquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  authorising  the  secretary  of  war. 
on  the  application  of  the  commanding  officer  of  any  detachment 
of  the  militia,  to  furnish  the  necessary  clothing  to  such  of  the  pri- 
vate soldiers  of  the  militia  as  may  require  it,  and  to  deduct  the 

....  , ,IIW  W1J  _ same  from  their  pay.  The  motioa  was  agreed  to. 

fro  n their  present  difficulty,  and  support  the  public  credit  in  , Wednesday,  Nov.  16.  Mr.  Troup  from  the  committee  of  milita- 
Juture.  The  want  of  a circulating  medium  was  generally  fell;  I ry  affairs,  reported  that  there  was  no^occasion  for  any  provision 

m respect  to  furnishing  the  militia  with  clothing,  as  contemplate 
**d  by  the  resolve  adapted  yesterday— such  a provision  being  alrea- 
dy in  existence. 

After  some  other  business,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  esta- 
blish a national  bank,  was  taken  up  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  then  in  a very  ingenious  and  elaborate  speech  (as 
observes  the  National  Intelligencer) common  justice  to  which  re- 
quires it  to  be  published  at  full  length,  laid  before  the  house  his 
views  on  this  subject,  and  the  reasons,  why  he  should. propose  a to- 
tal c! range  in  the  features  of  the  bill.  T he  motion  he  now  made 
was  one  of  limited  character,  but  such  a one  as  he  proposed  to  fol- 
low up  other  amendments,  or  by  distinct  legislative  provisions, 
which  should  together  embrace  a plan  of  which  the  following  is  a 
brief  outline:  The  capital  of  the  bank  remaining  unchanged  at 
fifty  millions,  the  payments  of  subscriptions  to  this  capital  stock  to 
be  made  in  the  proportion  of  one-tenth  in  specie  (which  he  after- 
wards varied  to  six-fiftieths)  and  the  remainder  in  specie,  or  in 
treasury  notes  to  be  hereafter  issued  ; subscriptions  to  be  opened 
monthly  in  the  three  last  days  of  each  month,  beginning  with  Janu- 
ary next,  for  certain  proportions  of  the  stock  until  the  whole  is  sub- 
scribe—payment  to  be  mafia  at  the  time  of  subscribing ; the  shares 
to  consist  of  one  hundred  instead  of  five  hundred  dollars  each  ; the 
tlte  United  States  to  hold  no  stock  in  the  bank,  nor  any  agency  in  its 
disposal,  nor  control  over  its  operations,  nor  right  to  suspead  specie 
payments.  The  amount  of  treasury  notes  to  be  subscribed,  viz. 
forty-five  millions,  to.  be  provided  by  future  acts  of  Congress,  and 
to  he  disposed  of  in  something  like  the  following  way,  viz.  fi l teen 
millions  of  the  amount  to  he  placed  inthe  hands  of  the  agents,  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose,  or  in  the  hands  of  the  present  commission- 
ers of  the  sinking  fund,  to  go  into  the  stock  market,  to  convert  the 
treasury  notes  into  stock;  another  sum,  say  five  millions,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  redemption  of  the  treasury  notes  becoming  due  at  the 
commencement  of  the  ensuing  year;  the  remaining  twenty  mil- 
lions he  proposed  to  throw  into  circulation  as  widely  as  possible. 
T hey  might  be  issued  in  such  proportions  monthly  as  to  be  absorb- 
ed ip  tiie  subscriptions  to  the  hank  at  the  end  of  each  month,  &c. 
This  operation,  he  presumed, would  raise  the  value  of  treasury’  notes 
perhaps  20  or  30  per  cent,  above  par,  being  the  value  of  the  pri- 
vilege of  taking  the  bank  stock,  and  thus  aribrd  at  the  same  time  a 
| 1 tonus  and  an  indirect  loan  to  the  government ; making  uimeces- 
' spry  any  loan  by  the  bank  until  its  extended  circulation  of  paper 
shall  enable  it  to  make  a loan  which  shall  be  advantageous  to  the 
United  States.  The  treasury  notes  to  be  issued  to  be  redeemable 
in  stock  «t  6 per  cent,  disposable  by  the  bank  at  its  pleasure,  and 
without  the  sanction  of  government ; to  whom  neither  is  the  bank 
to  1*-’  compelled  to  loan  any  money.  This,  it  is  believed,  is,  in  a few 
words,  a fair  statement  of  the  project  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  which  be 
supported  by  a variety  of  explanations  of  its  operations,  &e.  the 
notes  of  the  bank,  when  in  operation,  to  be  received  exclusively 
in  the  payment  of  all  taxes,  duties,  and  debts  to  the  United  States. 
The  operation  of  this  combined  plan,  Mr.  C.  conceived,  would  be 


•paying  tne  annual  amount  of  principal  and  int«- 
ig  public  debt,  and  the  interest  which  may  accrue 
ontiie  stock  to  b<-  created  by  funding  the  treasury  notes  to  be  is- 
sued by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  whole  amount  ot  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  and  sales  of  public  lands,  may  b.  pledged  lor  the 
redemption  of  the  not-,  s which  may  remain  in  circulation. 

Upon  each  of  these  resolutions,  Mr.  K.  made  a number  of  re- 
Snarks.  tie  said  they  embraced,  together,  a system  he  verily  be- 
lieved was  thi  only  one  which  would  relieve  the  United  States 
lty,  and 

future.  The  want  of  a circulating 
mid  indeod  without  it  tbe  people  in  the  interior  would  be  unable 
to  pay  their  taxes,  deprived  as  they  were  ot  :i  market  tor  their 
surplus  produce.  Bank  paper  of  one  section  ol  the  country  was  in 
a state  of  d.-pr- -elation  in  another;  and  unless  some  medium  of 
gei><-  nil  credit  was  immediately'  established,  incalculable  evils  would 
result,  fee. 

The  question  on  consideration  of  these  resolves  was  taken  se- 
parately, at  thefiustanoeof  Mr.  Oakley. 

The  house  agreed  to  consider  the  1st,  3d,  4th,  and  5th,  but  re- 
fused to  consider  the  second,  by  the  following  vole,  as  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tor  considering  it  42 

Against  it  95 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Gaston  to  which  Mr.  Hall  replied, 
the  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

A bill  was  received  from  the  senate,  entitled  “an  act  making 
further  provisions  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States.  This  bill  vvsls  twice  read  and  referred  to  the  same  cpai- 
jifittee  of  the  whole,  house,  to  whom  is  committed  the  classification 
liill  of  this  house. 

Mr.  M'Kim  if  Md.  ottered  lor  consideration  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

“ Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  lie  directed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  imposing  a duty  on  all  goods  and 
merchandise, imported  into  the  United  States,  which  under  exist- 
ing Jaws  may  be  admitted  to  entry  free  of  duty.” 

Mr.  M'Kim  said  the  resolution  would  explain  itself,  and  he 
would  only  add,  thatit  presented  a mode  of  bringing  a small  a- 
anount  of  duty  into  the  treasury  without  any  inconvenience  to  the 
public.  The  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Eppes  made  the  following  report  from  the  committee  of 
conference. 

“Tim  managers  on  the  part  of  the  senate  and  on  the  part  of  the 
house  of  representatives  at  the  conference  op  the  amendments  of 
tin-  senate  disagreed  to  by  the  house  of  representatives  to  the  bill 
entitled  “an  act  to  authorise  a loan  for  a sum  not  exceeding  three 
millions  of  dollars,”  report,  that  the  senate  d»  recede  from  their 
amendments  to  the  said  bill,  except  so  much  thereof  as  strikes  out 
the  last  clause  of  the  5th  section,  and  do  agree  as  a substitute 
therefor  to  the  two  following  sections,  Sec. 

“See.  6.  And  be.  it  further  enacted,  That  in  addition  to  the  an- 
nual sum  of  eight  minions  of  dollars  heretofore  appropriated  to  the 
sinking  fund,  adequate  and  permanent  funds  shall,  during  the  pre- 
sent session  of  congress,  be  provided  and  appropriated  tor  the  pay  - 
ment of  the  interest  and  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  said 
qtock  created  by  this  act. 

“Src.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  an  adequate  and  per- 
manent sinkin'-  fund  gradually  to  reduce  and  eventually  to  extin- 
guish the  public  debt  contracted  and  to  be  contracted  during  fiie 
present  war.  shall  also  be  established  during  the  present  session 
of  congress.” 


The  report  having  been  read,  it  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  to  afford,  l.  Relief  from  the  immediate  pressure  on  the  treasury 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  until  the  bill  should  l>e  returned  from  2.  A 


the  Senate.  It  was  subsequently  taken  up,  and  the  report  agreed 
to. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  ths  whole  on  the 
1>'ll  to  establish  a national  bank— which  being  read  through,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  progress,  &.e.  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Monday , Nov.  14.  Mr.  Troup  f/om  the  committee  on  military 
affairs,  reported  a bill  to  authorise  a donation  in  land,  to  persons 
in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  enemy,  who  shall  come 
within  the  limits,  and  claim  the  protection  vf  the  government  of 
the  United  States.  Twice  read  and  committed, 

After  some  other  business,  the  house  went  into  committee  of  the 
•whole  on  the  bill  to  establish  a national  hank— and  the  first  section 
'being  read  (which  goes  to  establish  the  bank,  appoint  the  commit? 
tanners  to  receive  subscriptions,  and  regulate  tlieir  conduct.  &c. 

Mr.  Fisk  gave  the  reasons  of  the  committee  why  they  had  confined 
tiie  books  of  subscription  to  a few  cities  and  towns*  which  was  be- 
cause they  were  supposed  to  be  the  chief  depositories  of  specie  and 

superfluous  wealth.  See.  Mr.  Sharp  moved  to  add  Lexinoton.Ks,  i * ...  c i h'  • 

Til.  Robertson  proposed  New  Orleans— and  they  were  added  and  ^ ‘le  Committee  to  \N  liom  Was  referred  the  enqUliy  US 
commissioners  thereat  appointed-***  were  also  Nashville,  Wash-  to  the  expediency  of  repairing  the  public  buildings 
ington  city, Raleigh,  Savannah,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.  Utica,  N.Y.  Wuchino-f-nn  rlpsl  roved  hv  tb-  enemv  renorted 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.  Hallowed,  Me. — and  “Pittsburg'  was  stricken  | T ' i.  , ' * ! ! , 

out  and  Chilicothe  inserted  in  its  place.  Mr.  Lewis  then  moved'  favorably,  and  offered  a Dill  101’  that  purpose  which 
that  the  principal  bank  be  at  Washington  city,  instead  of  Pliila  j was  twice  read  and  committed.  It  appears  from 

the  report  of  the  committee,  that  the  whole  first 


permanent  elevation  of  the  public  credit;  and,  3.  A perma- 
nent and  safe  circulaiing  medium  of  general  credit.  Thu  bank 
should  go  into  operation,  he  proposed,  in  April  next.  He  con- 
cluded ills  exposition  by  a motion,  the  eft  ct  of  which  is  to  deprive 
the  United  States  of  any  share  in  the  stock  of  the  bank,  and  to 
change  the  proportions  of  specie  and  paper  in  which  it  shall  be 
payable  to  one-tenth  in  specie , and  nine-tenths  in  treasury  notes . 

fcjf’The  house  of  representatives  luve  been  occupi- 
ed up  to  Thursday,  Nov.  23,  inclusive,  in  discussing 
the  bill  to  establish  a national  bank, except  as  noticed 
below.  The  detail  is  tedious,  and  of  very  little  in- 
terest to  the  majority  of  our  readers.  It  is  not  yet 
settled,  but  it  appears  probable  that  Mr.  Calhoun's 
amendments  without  essential  alteration, will  prevail. 
Some  notice  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  for  reference  sake* 
may  be  taken  hereafter.  On  Monday,  Xov.  21. — 


♦Note— Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Richmond, 
^Uarkston  and  Pittsburg, 


[cost  of  the  buildings  injured  by  the,  enemy  was 
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$1,215,110  10;  and  that  the  same,  averaging  sever-  ,tary  inform  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  d 
yl  estimates,  may  be  repaired  for  4o8,000  the  i cease  ot  the  \ ice  President  of  the  U.  States,  a 

commuuicate  the  foregoing  resolution. 


e- 

and 


capital  for  $250,000.  . , 

Thtesday,  Nov.  23.  A message  was  received 
from  the  Senate  announcing  their  passage  of  the  bill  ( 
‘‘to  authorise  the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
call  on  the  several  states  and  territories  for  then 
respective  quotas  of  8>^,4‘30  militia  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  Suites;  which  bill  was 
twice  read  anil  committed  to  the  same  committee 
of  the  whole  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  fil- 
ling the  ranks  of  the  regular  army,  by  the  classifi- 
cation of  the  free  male  population  .of  the  United 

States.  . . 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  secre- 
tary of  War: 

War  Department,  Nov.  22,  1814. 
The  secretary  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the 


“New  England  Convention.55 

No.  I. 

— “Discountenancing  whatever  mat  suggest  eye* 
“a  susriciON  THAT  IT  [the  union]  CAN  in  ant 
“event  be  abandoned;  and  indignantly  frown* 
“lNG  UrON  the  first  dawning  OF  EVEnY  attempt 

“to  ALIENATE  ANT  PORTION  OFOUll  COUNTRY  FRONT 
“THE  REST,  OK  TO  ENFEEBLE  THE  SACRED  TIES 
“WHICH  NOW  LINK  TOGETHER  THE  VARIOUS  PARTS.’* 

WASHINGTON. 


“Should  the  congress  possess  spirit  and  indepen- 
resoTution'i1'  oTthe  hoTise ' of  Veprese^tatiVes  of  the  | dence  enough  to  place  their  popularity  in  jeopardy 
10th  inst.  requesting  information  whether  the  army  k.v  strong  a measure,  [as  to  declare  war,]  the 


10th  inst.  requesting 
of  the  United  States  was  trained  by  any  uniform 
system  of  discipline,  and,  if  not,  vvliat  were  the  caus- 
es that  have  prevented  it,  and  whether  any  legisla- 
tive provision  was  necessary  to  effect  the  same,  has  j 3 


the  honor  to  repor 

1.  That  no  uniform  system  of  discipline  has  here 
tofore  been  practised  in  training  the  armies  of  tiie 
United  States,  either  in  line,  by  battalion  or  com- 
pany. 

2.  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  secretary  of  war,  it 
would  be  advisable  to  institute  a board  of  general 
and  field  officers,  to  digest  and  report  to  this  de- 
partment a system  of  discipline  for  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  which  report,  when  approved  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States  should  be  carried  into 
immediate  effect  under  the  orders  of  this  depart- 
ment. 

3.  That  the  sanction  of  congress,  by  a resolution 
of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  to  this 
pieasurse,  if  not  absolutely  necessary,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  powers  already  vested  in  this  department 
by  lavvv  would  nevertheless  have  a very  salutary  ef- 
fect. JAMES  MUNRQE. 

Hon.  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives. 

The  report  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun , re- 
ferred to  a select  committee. 

After  which  the  bill  to  establish  the  bank  was  a- 
gain  taken  up,  but  the  secretary  of  the  senate  being 
introduced,  announced  the  decease  of  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  tlieU.  S.  with  the  resolve  inserted  below, 
in  which  the  house  unanimously  concurred,  and  ap- 
pointed a committee  accordingly. 

in  senate — Wednesday  Nov.  23. — About  the  hour 
of  meeting,  a report  having  reached  the  senate  chain- 


legislature  of  Massachusetts  will  give  the  tone  to 
the  neighboring  states;  will  declare  itself  perma- 
nent, until  a new  election;  invite  a congress  of  dele - 
| .gates  from  the  federal  states,  and  create  a separate 
government  for  their  common  defence  and  common 
interests.”  JOHN  HENRY. 

If  any  man  Iwul  really  doubted  what  John  Henry 
stated,  as  to  the  design  of  Great  Britain  to  effect  a 
separation  of  these  states,  or  of  the  willingness  of  her 
jacobins  at  Boston  and  some  other  places  to  engage 
in  the  plan — the  late  proceedings  in  the  legislature 
£>  Massachusetts,  with  the  spirit  of  the  press  and 


of 

general  tone  of  observation  and  remark  in  that  quar- 
ter, must  convince  him  that  the  emissary  told  the 
truth,  as  far  as  lie  went,  and  inspire  a confidence 
that  he  might  have  disclosed  particulars  of  more 
immediate  importance.  It  would  be  well  for  the 
readers  of  the  Register  to  turn  to  Vol.  II.  page 
19,  and  give  an  attentive  perusal  to  his  disclosures, 
and  compare  his  movements  with  things  that  tran- 
spire. 

The  madness  of  these  jacobins  shews  the  superior 
power  of  ambition  to  avarice , even  in  u class  of  per- 
son1-’, who,  as  the  Dutch  merchant  said,  “would 
scorch  their  sails  by  trading  with  h — 1,  to  make  a 
penny.”  For,  however  depraved  I may  believe  them 
to  be,  I have  a better  opinion  of  their  intellect  than 
to  suppose  they  possess  an  idea,  that  Massachusetts, 
or,  tiie  “nation  of  New  England”*  if  they  pleasej 
would  be  benefited  by  tiie  revolution  they  aim  at. 
They  know  it  w ould  produce  POVERTY,  MISERY 
AND  SLAVERY  to  the  people.  Rut  what  are 
these,  provided  the  elect,  t illegitimate”  have  office, 
and  power  and  emolument,  and  “are  called  of  men 
Rabbi?”  So  anxious  are  they  to  rule,  that  they  seem 


ber  of  the  death  of  the  vice  president  of  the  United!  rather  willing  to  be  clog-whippers  [pardon  the  'flowj 
States,  the  members  from  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Var-j  words,  reader,  they  suit  my  idea  of  them]  to  king 


num  and  Mr.  Gore,  proceeded  to  his  lodgings  to  as- 
certain the  fact;  and  on  their  return,  having  an 
nounced  the  fact  to  the  senate,  the  following  pro 
ceeding  took  place,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bledsoe. 


George,  than  private  citizens  of  the  freest,  most  en- 
lightened and  happiest  country  in  the  world. 


'On  several  occasions  of  public  rejoicing,  they 


The  senate,  being  informed  of  the  death  of  their,  have  fired  five  guns,  as  a national,  or  New  England, 
distinguished  fellow- citizen  Elbiulue  Gerrv,  Vice  salute.  A thousand  other  incidents,  with  the  general 


President  of  the  United  States. 

Do  resolve.  That  a committee  be  appointed,  joint- 


j scope  of  their  writers,  point  to  the  same  thing. 
-[That  a revolution  is  designed  is  beyond  all  doubt. 


ly  with  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed,  on  the!  A few,  some  halfa-dozen  of  the  leaders  may  have 
part  of  the  house  of  representatives,  to  consider  and  other  objects,  but  the  bulk  of  the  jacobins  look  to 

lings.  The  Boston 
the  appointment  of 

pressive  of  the  deep  reject  of  the  congress  of  the  j delegates  by  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  says 
U.  States  for  the  loss  of  a citizen  so  highly  respect-  j they  are  the  second  and  third  “ pillars  of  a new  fedc- 


report  measures  most  proper  to  manifest  the  public  jit  as  the  result  of  their  proceedi 
respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  and  ex-  j Centincl , of  the  9th  inst.  noticing 


ed  and  revered. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gore,  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Smith, 
JUr.  Anderson  and  Mr.  Gaillard  be  a committee. 
9n  motion  of  Mr.  Bledsoe,  ordered,  that  the  secre- 


ral  edifice .”  However,  this  “edifice”  is  likely  to  be 
nothing  more  than  a three-legged  stool.  New- Hamp- 
shire has  neglected,  and  Vermont  refused  to  come 
under  it. 
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The  people  at  large  have  little  idea  of  the  perfect 
degeneracy  of  the  British  jacobins  at  Boston.  The 
following  incident  is  so  completely  characteristic  of 
it  that  1 cannot  refuse  to  insert  it: A respecta- 

ble merchant  of  Baltimore  proceeded  to  IJoston, 
twelve  or  eighteen  months  ago,  on.  important  busi- 
ness, which  he  was  anxiously  engaged  to  settle  with 
the  le*6st  possible  delay.  He  was  often  assailed  on 
political  subjects,  which  he  avoided  discussing,  ob- 
serving that  he  came  to  do  business;  when  his  mind 
was  relieved  of  that,  if  lie  had  leisure,  he  would 
talk  with  them  on  politics  as  long  as  they  pleased. 
Well,  said  they,  but  what  arc  you ? “A  merchant ,”  af- 
fecting not  to  understand  their  allusion:  “yes- — yes 
— but  what  are  your  politics?”  “That  of  an  Ame- 
rican*, said  the  merchant.  “It  is  then  as  we  sus- 
pected; you  arc  a d d democrat,”  said  the  “mo- 

ral and  religious”  jacobins  of  Boston.  The  Balti- 
morean, on  this,  observed,  he  had  not  the  least  ob- 
jection to  be  considered  a “democrat;”  but  that  the 
qualifying  term  should  not  be  applied  to  him.  He 
was  “understood,”  and  the  worn  was  as  meanly  a- 
pologised  for  as  it  had  been  impudently  used. 

As  I observed  on  a former  occasion,  there  is  noth- 
ing in  my  nature  that  has  affinity,  moral  or  social, 
with  these  jacobins  that  lead  the  people  to  ruin.  1 
consider  them  as  sold  to  ambition  and  the  enemy; 
irreclaimable,  and  not  worth  the  trouble,  if  they 
could  b 2 reclaimed.  But  the  body  that  follows  the 
knot  of  knaves,  through  the  pricle  of  political  opinion , 
and  mistaken  idea  of  sticking  to  their  parly , is  ho- 
nest; and  no  reasonable  effort  should  be  left'  untried 
to  undeceive  them  and  bring  tlrem  to  a pause.  This 
body  is  the  federalists  of  the  eastern  states;  real  dis- 
ciples of  Washington,  and  sincere  friends  to  their 
country;  who,  by  all  the  various  means  of  faction, 
have  went  on  step  by  step  until  they  have  nearly 
arrived  at  the  precipice  where  destruction  waits. 

Let  it  be  perfectly  understood,  that  I no  more  ad- 
mit the  jacobins  alluded  to  to  be  federalists,  than 
to  aver  that  Alary  Ann  Clark  is  a virgin.  I consi- 
der th o.  faction  and  the  lady  as  “common  sewers”  of 
pollution;  and  a federalist — I mejm  a man  attached  to 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States — cannot  be  more 
justly  offended  with  my  remarks  upon  them  (die 
said  jacobins)  than  a modest  woman  ought  to  be, 
if  I called  that  infamous  creature  a strumpet.  There 
is,  intrinsically,  as  much  difference  between  the  one 
as  the  other. 

I also  wish  it  understood,  that,  while  I would 
guard  against  it,  I do  not  apprehend  any  serious  re- 
sult from  the  proposed  meeting  at  Hartford,  other 
than  the  aid  and  encouragement  it  may  give  to  the 
enemy.  New  Hampshire  stands  aloof;  Vermont  has  ab- 
solutely refused;  Connecticut  has  restricted  her  de- 
legates, and  the  great  state  of  New  York  has  taken 
a stand  that  says,  “thus  far  shall  thou  go  and  no  fur- 
ther.” It  may  be  well  here  to  -remark,  that  some 
time  ago,  (from  two  to  three  years)  a person  that 
seems  destined  for  the  Robespierre  of  JVew- England, 
if  the  plans  of  his  brethren  be  perfected — the  crea- 
ture who  declared  in  his  place  in  the  senate  of 
Massachusetts,  that  he  was  ready  to  receive  the  go- 
vernment of  England  “ monarchy  and  all/*  was  sent 
on  a mission  to  NewYork  to  induce  tiiat  state  to 
join  what  was  then  to  be  denominated  the  l‘northern 
confederacy But  it  would' nt  do.' — and,  that  re- 
cently, in  October  last,  a convention  was  invited  at 
Albany  to  feel  the  pulse  of  the  party,  which  was 
slenderly  attended,  and  closed  in  smoke.  The  late 
■unanimous  resolve  of  the  legislature  of  New- York, 

* “The  name  of  American,  which  beltings  to  you, 
in  your  national  capacity  must  always  exalt  the  just 
pride  of  patriotism,”  says  Wasuincxon. 


to  stand  by  the  government  and  repel  the  base  pro- 
positions of  the  enemy  at  Ghent  ( see  page  123')  con- 
nected with  other  proceedings  of  the  session,  speaks 
a language  that  cannot  be  misunderstood  or  mis- 
interpreted. It  is  the  language  and  the  conduct  of 
Uhe  best  times  of  the  revolution;  and  has  exalted 
rvew  York  to  the  first  rank  in  patriotism,  as  she  is 
superior  in  population,  wealth  and  resources.  But 
to  return  to  the  subject.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
proposed  convention  to  excite  my  fears  further  than 
t vac  measure  may  add  to  the  duration  of  the  war.t 
1 uey  have  been  acting  upon  the  principle  ever  since 
tiey  had  no  prospect  of  getting  into  legitimate  power. 
I hey  want  offices,  and  as  the  people  will  not  grant 
them,  they  might,  “as  above  excepted,”  “build  cas- 
tles m the  air”  artel  inhabit  them  in  idea,  surrounded 
by  all  the  paraphandffi  of  royalty  itself— but  here 
the}/ must  stop.  The  stamina , the  bone  and  nerve 
of  Boston  itself,  is  with  the  constitution.  The 
bayonet  pays  less  respect  to  the  tongue  of  a lawyer 
on  the  purse  of  a merchant,  than  to  the  sinewy  aim 
ot  the  yeoman.  The  speculations  of  the  counting 
of  battle  C1^Canery  0^^ie  bar  are  nothing  in  the  field 

my  design  to  point  out  the  horrors  of 
the  CIVIL  WAR  that  must  follow  the  projects  of 
the  jacobins,  if  the  people  do  not  “frown  indignantly” 
upon  them.  Let  the  honest  man,  who,  directly  or 
indirectly,  countenances  their  proceedings,  come  to 
a pause  and  retire  within  h imself,  a few  minutes, 
to  reflect  upon  the  state  of  things  as  they  will  inevi- 
be  Let  him  suppose  one  half the  fighting  men 
o Jx exo- England- — his  neighbors  and  friends,  nav, 
ms  own  sons,  arrayed  with  deadly  weapons  in  their 
anas  against  each  other,  mutually  slaying  one  a- 
nother,  and  desolating  the  country  by  fire  and  sword. 
My-pen  cannot  do  justice  to  the  terrible  subject — 

, most  fertile  imagination  cannot  picture  to  itself 
tne  horrors  that  must  be  realized.  For,  be  it  re- 
marked,  that  though  a majority  of  the  men  of  wealth 
and  influence  are  apparently  with  the  jacobins,  the 
body  or  the  people,  the  hardy  farmers  and  mechan- 
ics, among  whom  are  thousands  who  do  appear  on 
die  lists  of  voters”  cunningly  made  up,  will  not 
easily  become  the  slaves  of  England.  The  alliance 
the  jacobins  seek  will  destroy  them;  and  dreadful 
will  be  the  vengeance  of  the  people  on  the  miserable 
wretches  tiiat  shall  introduce  insolent  foreigners  to 
settle  domestic  questions  of  right!  Look  at  it,  men 
of  New  England— “youv  cornfields  will  be  fattened 
with  the  blood  of  your  sons,”  murdered  by  the  hands 
or  other  sons!  The  darkness  of  night  will  be  chased 
away  by  the  flames  of  vour  villages;  and  the  shrieks 
or  the  virgin,  mingling  with  deep  groans  of  thema- 
tion,  in*  up  the  hours  devoted  to  repose!  Even  the 
deau  shall  be  denied  sepulchre,  and  the  stench  of 
the  carcases  of  men  pollute  your  highways.  The 
priest  shall  be  slain  at  the  altar — the  bride  mur- 
dered in  the  nuptial  bed — the  infant  destroyed  in 

4ll  might,  however,  be  expected  that  those  who 
were  realy  the  authors  of  this  war, should  desire  its 
continuance.  1 will  undertake  to  prove  to  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  any  man  who  will  listen  to  truth,  that 
the  very  jacofijns  I speak  of,  the  merchants  and  law- 
yers of  Boston , were  the  origin  of  the  war  with 
Great  Britain;  that  they  basely  goaded  on  the  go- 
vernment until  no  alternative  but  war  or  unutterable 
disgrace  was  left  it — and  then  ns  basely  deserted  ail 
tneir  pledges  and  promises.  This  is  not  mere  ver- 
biage—I can  demonstrate  it,  and  will,  on  some  future 
occasion.  What  is  past  cannot  be  recalled;  but 
these  folks  may  rest  assured  they  will  not  “play  the 
same  game”  a second  time.  The  people  kutru),  and 
will  remember  t .cm. 
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its  cradli!  What  is  sacred — what  is  liolv — what  is 
respected  in  a civil  war?  Nothing — all  the  cha- 
rities of  the  heart  and  ordinances  ot  God  will  be 
prostrate.  What  will  you  do?  Where  will  you  fly? 
Who  will  you  trust?  Alas  ! you  know  not.  Ruin, 
desolation  and  death  encompass  you  on  every  side. 
All  history  tells  you  this— call  to  mind  the  wars  of 
the  houses  of  York  and  Lancaster  in  England,  and 


have  done — the  duties  you  will  have  to  pay  there 
will  put  you  on  a worse  footing  than  that  a Bri- 
tish ship  immediately  from  th«  countries  where  the 
things  are  to  be  had;  which  ships,  though  those  du- 
ties, have  long  been  driven  from  our  ports,  in  your 
favor.  However,  you  are  industrious  and  very  inge- 
nious and  economical,  and  will  turn  your  attention 
to  manufactures.  Very  well.  You  m v raise  wool 


Hie  late  revolution  in  Fi  ance , and  finish  tne  scene  of  enough,  but  for  cotton  and  all  the  rest  of  the  great 
terror!  Color  it  as  high  as  you  will,  you  cannot  original  articles  you  must  depend  upon  us,  or  soma 
reacli  the  perfection  of  misery  tiiat  must  be  accom-  other  foreign  nation,  and  you  will  have  to  pay  a duty 


piished. 

Why  should  these  things  be  ? 
twenty  wicked  men  want  power 
nority  ought  to  rule  ! Gracious  God  ! — rather  anni 


on  the  raw  material : but  what  is  to  become  of  the 
Because  some  ten  or  (goods  when  manufactured  ? Will  they  bear  the  du- 
because  the  mi- (ties  we  impose  on  British  goods — will  they,  so  en- 
cumbered, meet  our  own  in  the  market — will  they 


liilate  the  wretches  than  permit  the  thing  they  aim  withstand  the  British  in  the  great  commerce’ of  the 


suppose  (if  the  supposition  be  not  po- 
emy ) that  the  jacobins  of  J\ew-E?igland\ 


at  ! * * * - 
But  let  us 
litied  blasphemy 
assisted  bt  a liaiTisu  fouce,  have  subdued  their 
brethren,  and  effected  a separation  from  the  rest  of 
the  slates.  Let  us  suppose  that  Great  Britain  will 
permit  the  establishment  of  a sort  of  an  independent 
government,  and  that  those  who  so  much  desire  to 
reign,  are  fixed  in  their  seats — What  -will  be  your  con- 
dition P A pursuit  of  this  query  may  serve  to  unfold 
some  important  facts  you  little  thiak  of.  As  to 
the  probable  government  you  might  have,  I shall 
say  nothing  at  this  time — I propose  only  to  touch 
upon  your  prospects  of  business , and  your  ability  to 
6upport  the  new  order  of  things. 

You  -will  have  trade  and  commerce  ! 

What  will  you  trade  with  ? — Flour,  corn,  tobacco, 
cotton,  manufactures  ? You  clo  not  luise  bread-stuffs 
enough  fo .*  your  own  consumption — nor  any  tobacco 
or  coiton.  You  have  no  staple  but  fish  and  oil,  and 
these  are,  in  a great  degree,  at  the  mercy  of  En?- 


world  ? 

A man  who  knew  nothing  of  the  matter  might 
I think,  from  the  continual  shouting  about  commerce 
to  the  eastward,  that  the  stout-lunged  folks  at  Ho. 9- 
ton  owned  all  the  ships,  and  done  all  the  business,  of 
the  United  States.  Never  was  a more  false  idea  pre- 
sented. The  foreign  export  of  all  the  “nation  of 
New  England,”  that  is,  the  states  of  J\'e-n>- Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts , Rhode- Island,  Connecticut  and 
Vermont,  for  five  years  ending  with  18U0,  was  only 
valued  at  61,432,000  dolls.  During  these  years  the 
simple  city  of  Baltimore  (to  be  sure  the  only  export- 
ing place  in  Maryland J exported  the  value  of 
60,321,000  dollars,  leaving  a balance  of  about  one 
million  in  favor  of  *11  the  ((great  commercial  states ” 
against  the  city  of  Baltimore — the  “mob- town”  and 
“hater  of  commerce.”§  In  1813,  this  city’s  exports 
were  valued  at  3,787,865  ; those  of  all  the  “nation” 
above  named,  at  3,049,024,  leaving  a balance  in  fa- 
vor of  Baltimore  against  the  five  “commercial  states” 
of  nearly  three-fourths  of  a million  ! These  are  offi- 


land,  who  is  your  rival  in  them.  The  value  of  all  cial  facts ; and  shew  where  the  basis  of  commerce 
your  native  exports,  in  which  I include  the  produce  I lies;  without  saying  any  thing  of  jYew-Yorfy or  Phi- 
of  your  fisheries,  have  amounted  to  only  from  5 to  7 1 ladelphia,  or  Charleston,  though  the  general  average 


millions  a year,  for  all  the  New-England  slates 
mean  to  foreign  ports;  whereas  the  other  states 
have  exported  fifty  millions.  Your  export,  the  bu- 
siness of  your  merchants,  was  bottomed  upon  the 
agriculture  of  the  middle  and  southern  stales,  and 
built  up  by  the  industry  of  your  people.  How  are 
you  to  laden  your  vessels  without  our  goods  ? The 
products  tof  your  own  soil  and  industry  will  not 
freight  a twentieth  part  of  your  tonnage.  Will  you 
compete  with  England  for  the  carrying  trade  ? The 
idea  is  preposterous  ; for,  supposing  she  might  suf- 


of  these  three  cities  of  the  value  of  articles  sent  to 
foreign  countries,  give,  to  each,  nearly  as  much  as 
all  the  New-England  states  exported  for  many  years 
past.  From  179*>  to  1810  inclusive,  the  city  of  New 
York  exported  to  the  value  of  24  millions  more  than 
the  state  of  Massachusetts,  and  eight  millions  more 
than  all  the  “nation.”  Enough  of  this  bloated  sub- 
ject. The  clamor  about  commerce  is  receiving  its 
proper  estimation.  It  is  found  that  the  lawyers  of 
New-England  are  the  people  most  interested  m it — 
if  we  can  believe  the  lawvers.  For  further  informa- 


fer  it,  what  will  you  give  in  exchange  for  the  com-  tion,  I refer  the  reader  to  a collection  of  facts  insert* 
modifies  that  found  the  bases  of  it?  You  have  little  ed  in  the  last  volume  of  the  Recister  page  185,  Sic. 
of  your  own;  and  in  the  states  from  whence  you  and  especially  to  an  admirable  work  lately  publish- 
ed in  Philadelphia,  entitled  the  “olive  bran ch.” 
The  truth,  was,  and  it  must  so  be  evident  to  all 
thinking  men,  that  the  foreign  commerce  of  the 
New-England  states  depended  on  the  freights  and 
coasting  trade  afforded  to  them  by  the  other  states — 
for  the  simple  reason  (and  l think  it  a tolerably  good 
rope?  All  you  raise  and  have  to  exchange  for  those  one J that  they  had,  comparatively,  nothing  of  their 

consumption,  own  to  load  their  vessels  with.  We  found  ‘.lie  peo- 


lately  drew  the  supplies,  will  be  forkigxeks  ; on  :.t 
least  as  bad  terms  as  the  British.  They  who  loaded 
your  ships  will  encourage  their  own,  by  the  same 
duties  that  protected  yours ; and  like  causes  v.’ill 
produce  like  effects.  Will  you  send  to  the  West- 
Indies  and  get  sugar  and  coffee,  Sic.  to  carry  to  Eu- 


articles  will  handy  supply  your  own 

even  if  the  British  would  receive  your  fsh  and  beef,  j pie  of  that  section  of  our  country  in  every  bay  and 
which  they  will  not.  The  only  remaining  staple  is  harbor,  and  almost  every  river  and  creek,  on  the 
lumber,  and  of  that  your  great  resource  is  cut  of 


by  the  “ restoration ” of  a large  tract  of  your  best 
timbered  country  “to  the  arms  of  its  legitimate  so- 
vereign,” as  the  meekness  with  which  your  rulers 
ad. nil  the  invasion  seems  to  allow.  Tnese  things 
are  true.  But  you  will  trade  to  the  East  Indies,  and 
bring  home  rich  cargoes  of  teas,  silks,  Sic  ? What 
will  you  give  in  exchange  for  the  specie  to  purchase 
them,  and  where  will  you  ssll  them  ? You  will  not, 
in  the  case  of  % separation,  send  the  value  of  mi! 


^Baltimore  is  a new  place  compared  with  Boston — 
when  tiie  latter  was  populous,  and,  as  it  were,  the 
“cradle  of  the  revolution,”  the  former  was  an  un- 
significant town,  of  . or  10  thousand  inhabitants. 
Baltimore  is  now  mure  populous  titan  Boston,  and 
on  a renewal  of  trade  will  export  and  import  more 
goods  than  J Massachusetts . Why  ? — because  we 

have  an  immense  inland  navigation  before  us,  and 
an  immensely  rich  country  behind  us.  Boston  ha* 


lions  a year  to  thA  single  port  of  Baltimore  as.  you  pied  her. 
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coast,  from  the  Hudson  to  the  Mississippi,  seeking 
a freight  or  disposing  of  their  kick  knacks—  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  labor  this  immense  business  afforded, 
were  laid  out  in  the  productions  of  the  middle  and 
south  ; which,  transported  immediately  to  the  West 
Indies  and  Europe,  or,  intermediately  sent  there 
through  the  New-England  ports,  was  the  real  princi- 
ple of  their  foreign  commerce.  It  enabled  them  to 
trade  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  especially  sup- 
ported their  dealing  with  beloved  Old  England  : j 
without  it,  they  could  not  have  supported  that  com- 
merce, alone,  "for  three  years— the  whole  disposa- 
ble articles  of  the  eastern  states  would  not  have 
paid  for  the  British  goods  imported.  This  is  not 
said  at  random. 

It  is  then  a corollary  that  the  commerce  of  the 
New  England  states  depended  on  the  labor , enter- 
prize  and  economy  of  their  people,  (applied  as  afore- 
said) and  not  on  their  national  productions.  Nor  is  it 
less  clearly  demonstrated,  that  when  the  field  for 
that  labor,  &c.  shallfbecome  foreign  soil,  that  their 
commerce  must  fail.  If  it  was  through  this  labor 
that  Boston  became  rich,  it  follows  that  for  the  want 
of  its  exercise  Boston  will  be  made  poor.  Great 
Britain  has  monopolized  what  may  be  strictly  called 
the  carrying  trade  of  all  the  world — her  design  to 
restrain  us,  even  in'  the  transport  of  our  ovjn  commo- 
dities, was  one  of  the  original  causes  of  the  war- 
will  she  deny  to  her  own  subjects  the  advantages  of 
it  in  favor  of  the  “nation  of  New-England  ? Pshaw  S 

-But,  and  if  shp  did,  -where — T ask  emphatically 

where,  would  the  merchants  of  JYew  England  ob- 
tain its  commodities  ? They  raise  nothing  of  them- 
selves to  support  it— they  have  no  colonies ; and 
would  be  foreigners,  paying  duties  as  such,  in  all 
parts  of  the  world,  where  they  used  to  obtain  and 
dispose  of  the  articles  that  sustained  it ; and  the 
tonnage  of  Massachusetts,  so  much  vaunted  of, 
with  the  seamen  that  navigated  if,  would  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  middle  and  south,  or  rot  or  starve  at 
home. 

The  jacobins  know  all  this— but  what  are  such 
considerations  to  men 

« Resolved  to  ruin  or  to  rule  the  state  ?” 

Many  “reports”  that  disgrace  the  journals  of  the 
state  of  Massachusetts  (introduced  by  the  jacobins 
and  carried  through  by  party ) have  been  laid  be 

fore  our  readers. There  is  a sort  of  cunning 

runs  in  them  all  that  is  very  remarkable.  The  lawyers 
have  specially  acquired  the  faculty  of  uttering  gross 
fulshood  in  the  words  of  truth.  I could  point  out 
fifty  cases  like  the  following : 

“ When  the  people  of  this  commonwealth  are  re- . 
“ minded  that  since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution, 
« thirty  millions  of  dollars  have  been  collected  in 
“ this  state  and  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  United 
« States,”  See.  see  page  152. 

Such  is  the  language  of  a report  signed  “21.  J. 
While,”  meant  to  convey  the  idea  to  the  people  of 
Massachusetts , that  they  had  really  contributed  so 
much  money  to  the  general  government.  What  a 
pity  that  Mr.  White  was  not  better  informed  of  the 
thing  lie  spoke  of ! If  he  had  applied  to  me,  I would 
have  told  him  that  duties  to  the  amount  of  more 
than  forty  millions,  instead  of  “thirty,”  had  been 
collected  in  Massachusetts  “since  the  adoption,”  8cc. 
Now  this  would  have  sounded  much  louder it  would 
have  been  exactly  as  a 24  pounder  to  an  13  ! — How 
much  would  have  been  added  to  the  noise,  for  the 
paltry  sum  of  20  cents  postage  on  a letter  to  “II. 
Niles,”  by  a committee  of  the  legislature  of  Massa- 
chase  Its,  on  business  belonging  to  Massachusetts,  as 
that  committee  supposed  ! — But  I would  also  have 
told  the  gentleman,  that  Massachusetts  had  not  con- 
tributed one  half,  if  more  than  a third  or  a fourth  of 


that  sum  to  the  revenue,  though  it  was  “collected” 
there.  That  another  state  “collected”  one  fourth  • 
more  than  Massachusetts  ; another  nearly  as  much — 
and  that  several  of  them  really  paid  a greater  revenue 
than  that  state,  by  millions. 

When  it  shall  be  a fact  that  the  merchant,  and  not 
the  consumer  pays  the  duty  on  an  article,  then  may 
the  insinuation  of  this  Mr.  White  become  a truth. 
But  as  I hardly  expect  the  proposition  will  ever  be 
realized  until  white  is  black,  I put  it  down  as  a gross 
misconception  of  fact  or  wicked  perversion  of  jus- 
tice, and  shew  it  to  be  so. 

Massachusetts,  though  a great  importer  of  foreign 
articles,  has  been  less  a consumer  of  them  than  Vir- 
ginia— ergo,  Virginia  paid  more  to  the  revenue  than 
Massachusetts,  though  there  has  been  “collected”  in 
that  state  only  about  14  millions,  “since  the  adop- 
tion,” & c.  When  we  look  for  a moment  at  the  dif- 
ferent habits  of  the  citizens,  this  appears  evident. 
The  one  is  a plain  and  economical  people,  making 
within  themselves  the  chief  articles  of  their  clothing, 
and  they  of  the  most  substantial  kind,  as  one  of  their 
poets  says,  they 

^Leather  aprons  use  to  keep  their  bellies  warn) 

Whereas,  the  other  had  little  manufactured  at  home; 
and,  blessed  with  a rich  soil,  indulged  themselves 
in  all  sorts  of  foreign  luxuries,  I venture  to  say, 
that  many  farmers  in  Virginia  paid  more  to  the  go- 
vernment for  duties  on  bridles  and  saddles  and  other 
appurtenances  for  their  horses,  than  thousands  of 
farmers  in  New-England,  perhaps  equally  substan- 
tial, contributed  for  the  clothing  of  their  individual 
families.  Heaven  forbid  that  this  proposition  should 
be  construed  into  the  dispraise  of  New  England  ha- 
bits compared  with  those  of  Virginia ! I am  devout- 
ly a friend  to  domestic  manufactures,  and  especially 
to  those  of  the  household  kind,  that  flourish  so  hap- 
pily to  the  eastward  ; but  which  have  also  began  in 
Virginia — and  the  general  simplicity  of  the  former 
comports  much  better  with  my  ideas  of  republicanism 
and  a “home  feeling”  than  the  extravagant  conduct  of 
the  latter:  but  these  opinions  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  fact , which  1 think  every  one  will  admit, 
as  I have  stated  it.* 

While  the  goods  imparted  by  the  merchants  of 
Massachusetts,  were  to  be  found  scattered  in  every 
part  of  the  United  States,  very  little  of  those  receiv- 
ed in  other  states  found  their  way  to  Massachusetts; 
for  the  reason  that  her  people  had'  monopolized  the 
carrying  and  coasting  trade  of  the  country,  as  observ- 
ed above.  And  from  much  personal  observation  and 
some  enquiry  among  the  commission-merchants  of 
Baltimore,  I venture  to  say,  that  at  least  three  mil- 
lions of  the  said  forty  millions  “collected”  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, was  really  paid  through  Baltimore.  One 
house  in  this  city  received  foreign  goods  from  Bos- 
ton, Salem,  and  a few  other  eastern  ports,  to  the 

* When  some  of  the  militia  arrived  at  Boston  last 
summer  from  the  interior  of  the  state,  it  was  re- 
marked m tlie  papers  of  that  town,  that,  “with  cha- 
racteristic economy,”  they  “marched  barefoot,”  fcar- 
j rying  their  boots  and  shoes  in  their  hands,  or  attach- 
ied  to  their  knapsacks.  It  is  by  such  “economies” 
and  the  invincible  fortitude,  and  patient  industry  of 
j the  people,  than  t he  thin  soil  of  New  England  sus- 
tains its  thick  population — and  the  same  labor  and 
economy  that  enables  a poor  man  to  live  there,  makes 
him  rich  in  the  middle,  western  and  southern  states, 
as  we  have  tens  of  thousands  of  instances,  especially 
in  the  western  district  of  New- York  and  state  of 
Ohio.  But  their  very  rigid  habits  g’ive  way  to  the 
luxuriancy  of  the  soil  which  tempts  to  enjoyment, 
and  they  live  like  others  on  the  fatness  of  the  land, 
in  happy  moderation.  ‘ , 
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Value  of  a million  per  annum,  which  might  be  about 
at  fourth  of  the  whole,  and  us  a great  portion  of  this 
value  was  made  up  of  wines,  teas  and  India  goods, 
on  which  the  duties  are  exceedingly  high,  the  a* 
mount  supposed  to  have  been  paid  through  Balti- 
more appears  very  moderate.  1 am  not  accustomed 
to  assert  a statistical  fact  without  good  grounds  for 
it;  and  the  preceding  will  afford  a criterion  by  which 
to  estimate  the  general  statement. 

But  in  the  years  from  1791  to  1810,  inclusive,  there 
was  “collected”  in  the  state  of  Neno  York  duties  to 
the  amount  of 

And  in  all  the  “great  commercial  states 
of  New- Hampshire,  Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island  Connecticut  and  Ver- 
mont, only  4*9,319,000 


0f 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

*F<^|EIGN  XEWs-  1<rom  London  papers  up  to  Sepf. 
io.  1 here  are  several  notices  of  the  reported  sailing 
of  small  detachments  of  troops  and  vessels  for  Ame- 
nea— but  what  has  left  England  for  the  three  months 
pieced  in  g that  time,  (in  our  opinion)  is  not  equal  to 
toe  waste  of  her  men  in  this  country  and  on  our 
coasts.  Hill  had  not  sailed— it  was  nov  said  he  would 

S 57,t 15,000  i e"Jy  m^t.°b,er-l  ,11  is  not  P^bable  we  shall 

» ' i be  honored  with  his  lordship’s  company  the  present 

year ; and  in  the  spring  we  apprehend  he  will  have 
something  else  to  do,  much  nearer  home.  The 
negociatiou  at  Ghent,  they  say,  was  not  broken 
oft— only  ‘ suspended.” But  another  account 


Leaving  a balance  in  favor  of  the  state  of 
New  York  against  the  whole  commer- 
cial “nation  of  New  England,”  of  7,896,000 
Or  one  seventh  more  than  all  that  all  of  them  paid! 
In  the  same  years,  the  “commerce-hating”  stale 
of  Pennsylvania , in  the  whole  of  which  there  is  less 
jabber  about  commerce  in  a year  than  is  heard  in  a 
lareyer's  office  at  Boston  in  one  week,  collected  du- 
ties amounting  to  $ 37,305,000 

Or  about  a 33th  part  less  than  all  that  the  “great 
commercial  state”  of  Massachusetts  paid — which 
was  §33,407,000! 

In  the  same  time  also  the  “:iob  town”  Baltimore 
“collected  §17, 831, 000,  which  rises  nearly  to  one 
half  of  all  that  was  collected  in  the  “great  commer- 
cial state”  of  Massachusetts,  and  approaches  near- 
ly to  double  the  sum  (10,591,000)  collected  in  all 
the  other  “commercial  states”  of  New-Hampshire, 
Ithode-island,  Connecticut  and  Vermont! 

Much  more  might  be  said,  but  the  above  may  suf- 
fice. Where  is  that  boasted  pre-eminence  that  the 
jacobins  have  arrogated  to  themselves?  It  is  dis- 
solved into  “ thin  air”  by  the  rays  of  truth  ; and 
the  wretched  hullobaloo  they  have  made  about  their 
superior  commercial  interests  is  found  to  be — vax 
ei  preterea  nihil. 

When  a man  soberly  looks  at  these  things — can 
he  fail  to  be  astonished  at  the  impudence  and  false- 
hood of  the  jacobin  crew? 

The  length  to  which  this  article  has  extended, 
prevents  a notice  of  other  points  not  less  interesting, 
at  present.  In  another  number,  we  may  make  con- 
trasts of  population  and  resources,  and  shew  the 
probable  effects  that  must  follow  the  thing  the 
traitors  would  accomplish;  not  that  we  fear  the 
hardy  sons  of  the  north  will  do  the  deed  the  jaco- 
bins desire,  but  to  prove  to  them  the  vileness  of  the 
faction  that  manages  their  press  and  pulpit , yes,  the 
rcLPiT,  to  deceive  and  mislead  them,  and  to  de- 
monstrate the  necessity  of  union  with  the  rest  of  the 
states,  advantageous  to  all,  and  not  to  be  violated 
but  by  sacrifices  the  most  dreadful,  and  privatious 
terrible  to  think  of— that  they  may  “frown”  the 
wretches  to  the  insignificance  that  their  numbers 
and  base  intentions  deserve. 

, (Ej'Since  this  essay  was  planned  in  the  mind  of 
the  editor,  and,  indeed,  in  part  written,  the  work 
above  alluded  to,  entitled  the  “Olive  Branch”  was 
received.  I have  used  it  liberally  towards  the  close, 
and  acknowledge  myself  indebted  to  the  author  for 
aJ?®tter  collection  of  political  facts,  relating  to  our 
affairs  with  Europe , and  especially  to  our  party  dis- 
putes, than  ever  was  published,  and  the  arrangement 
of  them  is  equally  lucid.  Tt  is  a handsome  duodeci- 
mo volume  of  252  pages,  and  ought  to  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  every  man  cast  of  the  Hudson  that 
desires  to  know  the  truth. 


states,  that  our  commissioners  were  to  leave  Europe 
for  the  United  States,  in  the  Neptune,  early  in  Octo- 
ber. It  is  stated  that  Sir  James  Yeo,  (who  retires 
ou  account  of  his  ill  health)  is  to  be  succeeded  in 
the  command  of  the  laKes,  by  a captain  Hall.  The 
cartel  Chauncey , says  a London  paper  ef  the  11th 
September,  is  expected  to  sail  in  a few  days  from 
Oitend,witli  despatches  from  our  ministers  at  Ghent: 

Seventy-two  French  officers  (says  a London  paper) 
are  said  to  have  gone  to  America  to  offer  their  ser- 
vices to  Mr.  Madison. 

Lateh.— London  dates  of  September  22— by  these 
it  appears  that  several  vessels  had  sailed  from  Ply- 
mouth^ for  America.  They  call  it  the  “great  expe- 
dition,” but,  only  four  regiments  are  mentioned  a<? 
having  embarked,  with  a brigade  of  artillery  and 
rocket  brigade*  we  see  nothing  in  the  news  to  give 
us  great  alarm.  It  is  rumored  that  Hill  is  to  com- 
mand in  Scotland.  The  Valiant,  in  which  he  was  to 
have  come  out,  is  ordered  to  Brazil  to  bring  home 
tbe  Prince  Regent  At  this  date,  the  negotiation 
at  Ghent  was  not  known  in  London  to  have  been 
broken  off.  Indeed  the  contrary  is  implied — saving 
that  our  commissioners  were  waiting  for  further  in- 
structions: more  probably,  (we  think),  for  the  re. 
suit  of  the  congress  at  Vienna. 


to 


(C7*We  have  frequently  cautioned  our  readers  as 
a reliance  upon  the  items  we  give  of  foreign  news 
we  insert  them  as  the  truth  appears  on  a deliberate 
investigation  of  the  articles  suffered  to  reach  us 
Ihe  greater  part  of  such  intelligence  is  received  by 
way  of  London,  and  even  what  the  hostile  press  in 
that  city  is  permitted  to  publish  favorable  to  the 
United  states,  is  often  suppressed  by  a more  corrupt- 
ed press  on  tins  side  of  ihe  water,  to  whose  correc- 
tion the  foreign  details,  at  this  time,  are  chiefly  com- 
mitted. I have  no  hesitation  to  say,  that  1 would 
rather  accept  as  truth  the  London  Courier  than  many 
American  papers  I could  name.  The  latter  have  so 
tar  carried  their  villainy  as  to  leave  out  paragraphs 
of  official  accounts  they  pretended  to  publish  entire* 
and  no  tuith  is  due  them. 

hx  tract  of  a letter  from  an  American  gentleman  re- 
ading at  jXantz,  received  at  J\'.  York,  dated  25th 
August,  1814. 

“ The  political  state  of  Europe,  and  particularly 
of  tins  country,  is  so  far  from  being  settled,  that  we 
look  forward  with  groat  anxiety  to  the  congress  of 
\ ienna.  Our  good  king  has  a hard  time  of  it,  as  the 
emperor  has  left  many  friends ; almost  all  the  milita- 
ry and  those  who  held  places  under  .him,  are  devot- 
ed to  him,  so  that  it  requires  much  time  fond  labor 
to  settle  tilings  on  a solid  basis.  The  English  are 
more  detested  than  ever,  and  I believe  the  most  po- 
pular step  the  king  could  take,  would  be  to  go  to  war 
with  tliem.  ° 


* A brigade  of  artillery,  we  believe,  is  about  503 
men— and  of  Hocketeers  between  20  and  30  enlv. 
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“ France  is  too  much  humbled  to  remain  long  at 
at  peace;  as  yet  we  have  experienced  none  of  its  be- 
nefits. The  taxes  are  still  kept  .up,  and  no  com- 
merce to  support  them.  England  must  be  hurhbled 
before  the  world  can  have  a solid  peace. 

u For  it  is  folly  to  talk  of.  a balance  of  power, 
while  she  holds  all  the  strong  keys  of  commerce, 
and  most  of  the  colonies;  and  I am  fully  persuaded 
that  the  principles  for  which  America  is  contend- 
ing, will  be  supported  by  all  the  continental  powers 
in  the  congress  at  Vienna.  Russia  and  France,  I am 
sure,  are  with  us.” 

Oui£  wirvATiJEHs.  A great  many  additional  pri- 
vateers are  fittin  g out.  They  sail  from  and  return 
to  the  most  of  our  ports  as  they  please,  the  rigid 
blockade  notwithstanding.  The  Ctiesapefcke  is,  un- 
fortunately, in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  but  the 
spirit  ofenterprize  and  skill  of  the  people  residing 
on  its  waters,  is  not  thereby  restrained — “Baltimore 
schooners”  are  built  at  many  other  places!- — that  is, 
the  skill  ofour  naval  architects  and  the  capital  of 
our  merchants  is  as  fully  employed  against  the  ene- 
my as  ever  they  were,  at  ports  and  places  not  to  be 
blocked  up  at  all  times,  and  our  models  are  ill  re- 
quest from  Maine  to  Georgia. 

Among  those  Lately  fitted  out  are  some  stout  ves- 
sels— one  with  22  long  heavy  guns  has  sailed,  and 
two  others  carrying  from  30  to  36  guns  will  soon  be 

off  to -.  In  a single  newspaper  we  notice 

the  sailing  of  Jive  privateers,  and  the  building  of 
three  m the  neighborhood  of  Boston — one  called  the 
Reindeer , pierced  for  22  guns,  a noble  vessel,  cop- 
pered, built  of  the  best  materials,  in  35  Working  days. 
On- her  cradle  the  A vox,  of  the  same  rate,  has  been 
laid,  to  be  finished  in  18  working  days — and  they 
are  also  building  the  BLAKELEY,  of  like  size,  and 
dimensions,  to  be  built  with  the  same  dispatch!  In 
New  York  they  are  exceedingly  busy  with  vessels  of 
this  kind.  And  the  exertions  of  individuals  aided 
by  the  project,  lately  adopted  jn  congress,  to  fit  out 
2d  vessels  (ah  idea,  I believe,  1 had  the  honor  first  to 
give  publicity  to)  which  is  to  be  carried  into  imme- 
diate execution,  will  make  the  enemy  feel  the  war 
much  more  sensibly  than  he  has  done,  giving  a “ de- 
monstration'’ of  his  inability  to  defend  his  own  coasts, 
much  less  to  blockade  all  the  ports  of  the  world. 
But  some  measure  must  be  provided  to  bring  in  a. 
part  of  the  prisoners  they  take.  The  enemy  does 
not  acknowledge  paroles  made  at  sea,  and  has  many 
of  our  gallant  seamen  in  captivity — the  brave  fe  l- 
lows must  be  released  to  repay  favors  received.  The 
balance  of  prisoners  of  this  class,  would  have  beau 
greatly  in  our  favor,  if  one  half  of  those  taken  had 
been  brought  in.  There  is  a real  difficulty  in  doing 
it— but  it  must  be  done , one  way  or  another. 

Tiie  English  papers  teem  with  articles  about  our 
privateers.  Their  fears  and  sufferings  have  magnifi- 
ed their  numbers  prodigiously!  The  master  of  a 
vessel,  that  was  captured  three  times  and  as  often 
re-captured,  reported  in  London,  that  lie  had  seen  no 
less  than  ten  of  these  terrible  things  crossing  his 
voyage!  T:.*e  Wasp  has  excited  a wonderful  noise — 
and  the  U.  S.  brig  Syren  is  playing  a noble  tune — 
she  has  burnt  many  vessels. 

The*  schooners  are  poking  themselves  into  their 
very  ports;  and  John  Bull  while  lie  grumbles  most 
lustily,  is  sorely  mortified,  and  not  a little  surprized 
at  their  impudence ! — Meetings  of  merchants  have 
been  held  at  several  places  to  remonstrate  against 
their  depredations! — We  notice  the  proceedings  at 
Liverpool  and  Glasgow  as  samples.  At  Halifax , in- 
surance has  been  absolutely  refused,  on  others  33 
percent,  has  been  added  to  the  former  premiums! — 
We  have  not  heard  of  the  capture  of  but  one  priva- 
teer for  a long  time;  That  was  the  Harlequin,  a new 


vessel,  elegantly  fitted  from  an  eastern  port,  taken 
by  the  Bulwark,  by  stratagem. 

AMERICAN  riUVATEEIlS. 

The  depredations  of  the  American  privateers  on 
the  coast  of  Ireland  and  elsewhere,  have  produced 
so  strong  * sensation  at  Lloyd’s,  that  it  is  difficult  to 
get  policies  underwritten  at  any  ‘•'ate  of  premium  / ! t 

Thirteen  guineas  for  100£  has  been  paid  to  insure 
vessels  across  the  Irish  channel ! such  a thing  never 
happened,  w*  believe,  before. 

London , Sept.  9. — At  a meeting  of  merchants,  ship- 
owners, &c.  at  Liverpool,  to  consider  of  a representa- 
tion to  government  on  the  subject  of  the  numerous 
captures  made  by  American  cruizers,  Mr.  Gladstone 
proposed  an  address  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty; 
but  after  many  severe  observations  that  representa- 
tions had  been  made  to  that  department  without  re- 
dress— Mr.  Clear  proposed  an  address  to  the  prince 
regent,  which,  after  warm  opposition  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Gladstone,  was  carried.  The  address  conveys  a 
censure  upon  the  admiralty.  Subsequently  a counter 
address  to  the  admiralty  was  voted  at  another  meet- 
ing, to  which  Mr.  Crocker  replied  on  the  3d  inst.  that 
an  ample  force  had  been  under  the  orders  of  the  ad- 
mirals commanding  the  western  stations  ; and  that 
during  the  time  when  the  enemy’s  depredations  are 
staled  to  have  taken  place,  not  fewer  than  three  fri- 
gates and  14  sloops  were  actually  at  sea  for  the  im- 
mediate protection  of  St.  George’s  channel,  and  the 
western  and  northern  parts  of  the  united  kingdom. 

In  the  memorial  of  the  merchants,  &c.  of  Liver- 
pool to  the  admiralty  complaining  of  a want  of  suffi- 
cient naval  protection  against  American  captures , 
they  speak  of  privateers  destroying  vessels  as  a no- 
vel and  extraordinary  practice,  which  they  say  they 
are  informed  is  promoted  by  pecuniary  rewards  from 
the  American  government,  and  they  wish  measures 
adopted  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible,  the  ruinous 
effects  of  this  “ new  system  of  warfare.” 

At  a very  numerous  meeting  of  the  merchants, 
manufacturers,  ship  owners,  and  underwriters  of  the 
city  of  Glasgow,  called  by  a public  advertisement, 
and  held  by  special  requisition  to  the  lord  provost 
on  Wednesday  the  7th  of  September,  1814,  the  lord 
provost  in  the  elixir,  i i was 

Unanimously  resolved , That  the  number  of  Ameri- 
can privateers  with  which  our  channels  have  been 
infested,  the  audacity  with  which  they  have  ap- 
proached our  coasts,  and  the  success  with  which 
their  enterprize  has  been  attended,  have  proved  in- 
jurious to  our  commerce,  humbling  to  our  pride  and 
discreditable  to  the  directors  of  the  naval  power  of 
the  British  nation,  whose  flag  till  of  late  waved  over 
every  se*  and  triumphed  over  every  rival. 

That  there  is  reason  to  believe,  in  the  short  space 
ofless  than  twenty-four  months,  above  eight  hundred 
vessels  have  been  captured  by  the  power,  \vh»se  ma- 
ritime strength  we  have  hitherto  impolitically  held 
in  contempt. 

That  at;  a time  when  we  were  at  peace  with  all  the 
rest  of  the  world,  when  the  maintenance  of  our  ma- 
rine costs  90  large  a sum  to  the  country,  when  the 
mercantile  and  shipping  interests  pay  a tax  for  pro- 
tection under  the  form  of  convoy  duty,  and  when,  in 
the  plenitude  of  our  power,  wo  have  declared  the 
whole  American  coast  under  blockade,  it  is  equally 
distressing  and  mortifying,  that  our  ships  cannot 
with  safety  traverse  out*  own  channels,  that  insurance 
cannot  be  effected  but  at  an  excessive  premium,  and 
tiiat  a horde  of  American  cruizers  should  be  allow- 
ed, unheeded,  unresisted,  unmolested,  to  take,  bum 
or  sink  our  own  vessels  in  our  own  inlets,  and  almost 
in  sight  of  our  own  harbors. 

That  the  ports  of  the  Clyde  have  sustained  severe 
loss  from  the  depredations  already  committed,  and 
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there  is  reason  to  apprehend  still  more  serious  «uf- 
fering  not  only  from  the  extent  of  the  coasting1  trade 
and  the  number  of  vessels  yet  to  arrive  from  abroad, 
but  as  tiie  time  is  fast  approaching  when  the  out- 
ward bound  ships  must  proceed  to  Cork  for  convoys, 
and  when  during  the  winter  season  the  opportuni- 
ties of  the  enemy  will  be  increased,  both  to  capture 
with  case  and  escape  with  impunity. 

That  the  system  of  burning  and  destroying  every 
article,  which  there  is  fo*r  of  losing,  a system  pur- 
sued by  all  the  cruizcrs  and  cncoureged  by  their  own 
government,  diminishes  the  chances  of  recapture, 
and  renders  the  necessity  of  prevention  more  urgent. 

That  from  the  coldness  and  neglect  with  which 
previous  remonstrances  from  other  quarters  have 
been  received  by  the  admiralty,  this  meeting  reluc- 
tantly feel  it  an  imperious  duty  at  once  to  address 
the  throne,  and  therefore  that  a petition  be  forward- 
ed to  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  acting 
in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  his  majesty,  represent- 
ing the  above  grievances,  and  humbly  pray  ing  that 
his  royal  highness  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  di- 
rect such  measures  to  be  adopted,  as  shall  prompt- 
ly and  effectually  protect  the  trade  on  the  coasts  of 
this  kingdom,  from  the  numerous  insulting  and  des- 
tructive depredations  of  the  enemy  ; and  that  the 
lord  prevost  be  requested  to  transmit  the  third  pe- 
tition accordingly. 

That  the  thunks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  Mr. 
Ewing  for  the  ability  with  which  lie  prepared  and  in- 
troduced the  business  of  this  day. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  the 
gentlemen  who  signed  the  requisition. 

K.  FINLAY,  Provost 

The  lord  provost  having  left  die  chair, 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
meeting  be  £iven  his  lordship  for  his  prompt  com- 
pliance with  the  requisition,  and  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  conducted  himself  in  the  chair. 

MILITARY. 

Msj.  gen.  Pinkney  proceeded  to  the  southward 
from  Savannah,  on  the  13 Lh  inst.  and  on  the  same  day 
maj.  gen.  M‘Intosh,  of  the  Georgia  militia,  set  out 
for  Fort  Hawkins . 

The  legislature  of  Virginia  have  before  them  a 
bill  to  raise  10,600  men,  to  serve  for  two  years,  to 
relieve  the  militia,  to  be  supported  by  the  United 
States,  for  local  defence.  AVe  heartily  wish  entire 
success  to  the  proposition. 

Extract  of  a leter  to  the  editor  of  the  Albany  Regis- 
ter, from  a gentleman  of  rank  in  the  army,  dated 
Camp,  Plattsburg,  Nov.  9,  1814. 

“I  have  nothing  of  importance  to  communicate. 
Reports  say,  that  the  enemy  are  about  3000  strong 
between  this  and  Montreal,  and  that  they  are  pre- 
paring for  a winter  campaign.” 

There  is  renson  to  fear  that  the  allies  of  the 
British  in  the  Missouri  territory  may  be  trouble- 
some. In  evidence  of  their  services  to  the  “bulwark 
of  religion,”  they  have  lately  murdered  a lady. 

AVe  have  nothing  new  from  gen.  Izard’s  division 
since  the  blowing  up  of  Fort  Erie.  Gen.  Ih'oivn,  at 
Sackett’s  harbor,  has  discharge*!  the  chief  part  of 
the  militia.  Gen.  Macomb  is  on  a visit  to  his  fa- 
mily at  Belleville,  N.  J.  where  he  was  rapturously 
received. 

Maj.  gen.  Riall,  and  his  aid,  ave  on  their  way  to 
F.aston,  Pa.  (or  rather,  have  probably  arrived  there) 
on  parole,  to  wait  the  expected  sailing  of  a cartel  for 
Europe,  from  Philadelphia. 

DISCHARGE  OB'  THE  BALTIMORE  MILITIA. 

Adjutant-generafs  office,  lQth  Military  District 
Baltimore,  18th  Nov.  1814. 

General  orders.  The  whole  of  the  3d  Maryland 
brigade*-  with  the  exception  of  captain  Thompson’s 
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troop,  lieutenant  colonel  Harris*  regiment  artillery 
mjhI  captain  Stiles*  corps  of  marine  artillery,  will  as 
soon  as  mustered  to-day,  consider  themselves  dis- 
charged the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  major  general  in  taking  leave  of  this  fine  bo- 
dy of  citizen  soldiers,  who  have  done  themselves 
and  country  so  much  honor,  offers  to  them  the 
thanks  ot  the  United  States,  for  their  distinguished 
services. 

To  lieutenant  colonel  M ‘Donald,  who  has  for  a 
short  time  commanded  the  brigade,  the  major-gene- 
ral tenders  his  thanks,  personally,  for  his  prompt 
and  strict  attention  to  duty;  also  to  lieutenant  colo- 
nel Sterrett,  whose  attentions  to  the  guard  for  head 
quarters,  furnished  from  his  diandsome  regiment, 
have  been  highly  pleasing. 

The  regiments  and  corps  discharged  will  turn  over 
to  the  military  store  keeper,  the  arms,  ammunition, 
accoutrements  and  knapsacks,  which  have  been  re- 
ceived from  the  United  States.  The  arms  received 
from  the  state  of  Maryland  will  be  retained  by  the 
troops. 

(Signed)  A\r.  SCOTT. 

By  command, 

FRANCIS  S.  BELTON. 

Asst.  adj.  gen. 

NAVAL. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  Hornet,  so  long  blockaded  in  J\*ero 
London,  slipped  out  a few  nights  ago,  and  safely  ar- 
rived at  New  York. 

Master  com.  Downes,  capt.  Porter’s  famous  right 
hand  man,  or  first  lieut.  of  the  Essex,  takes  com- 
mand of  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Epervier.  She  is  to 
be  fitted  out  immediately. 

Copies  of  letters  from  Johnson  Blakeley,  Esq.  com- 
mander of  the  United  Stales  sloop  of  war  Hap,  to 

the  secretary  of  the  navy,  dated 

U.  S S.  Wasd,  at  Sea, 
off  Bdle  Isle,  27th  Avg.  1814. 

Sir. — It  is  with  sincere  sorrow  1 have  to  announce 
to  you  the  decease  of  Midshipmen  llenry’S.  Lang- 
donand  Frank  Tuscan.  They  were  wounded  iu  the 
rencontre  with  the  Reindeer,  and  all  our  efforts  to 
save  them  after  our  ^arrival  proved  unavailing.  It 
was  their  first  essay,  and  although  wounded,  remain- 
ed at  their  posts  until  the  contest  terminated.  The 
constancy  and  courage  with  which  they  bore  their* 
sufferings  leaves  to  the  melancholy  though  proud 
reflection  of  what  they  might  have  been,  had  provi- 
dence ordained  otherwise.  Every  respect  due  to 
worth  was  shewn  to  their  memory. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I have  to  inform  you  of  the- 
delays  we  have  experience!  at  this  place,  but  had 
they  been  of  shorter  duration  we  could  not  possibly 
have  sailed,  as  one  continued  westerly  wind  has  pre- 
vailed from  the  hour  of  our  arrival  up  to  the  present 
day. 

The  course  pointed  out  in  your  instructions  hav- 
ing been  interrupted,  I shall  endeavour  to  fulfil  your 
further  intentions  as  far  as  may  possibly  be  in  my 
power. 

AVith  great  satisfaction,  I add  that  every  aid 
in  the  power  of  Air.  Crawford  has  been  promptly  af- 
forded, and  that  I feel  under  many  obligations  to 
him  for  his  attention  and  assistance. 

We  are  now  off  this  place  with  a fair  wind  and  fa- 
vourable prospects. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
J.  BLAKELEY. 

Hon.  JFm.  Jones , Secretary  nf  the  navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Wasp,  at  sea,  11th  Sept.  *814, 
Lat.  4G‘  N.  Long.  16,  AV. 

Sir — After  a protracted  and  tedious  stay  at 
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L’Orient,  had  at  last  the  pleasure  iof  leaving  that 
place  on  Saturday  27th  August.  On  the  30th,  cap- 
tured the  British  brig  Lettice,  Henry  Cockbain, 
master;  and  31st  August,  the  British  brig  Bon  Ac- 
cord, Adam  Durno,  master.  In  the  morning  of  the 
1st  September,  discovered  a convoy  of  ten  sail  to 
leeward,  in  charge  of  the  Armada  74,  and  a bomb 
ship,  stood  for  them  and  succeeded  in  cutting  out 
the  British  brig  Mary,  John  D.  Allan,  master,  laden 
with  brass  cannon  taken  from  the  Spaniards,  iron 
cannon  and  military  stores  from  Gibraltar  to  Eng- 
land, removed  the  prisoners,  set  her  on  fire  and  en- 
deavoured to  capture  another  of  the  convoy,  but 
was  chased  off  by  the  Armada.  On  the  evening  of 
the  same  day  at  1-2  past  6,  while  going  free,  disco- 
vered four  vessels  nearly  at  the  same  time,  two  on 
the  starboard,  and  two  on  the  larboard  bow,  hauled 
up  for  the  one  most  on  the  starboard  bow,  being  the 
the  farthest  to  windward.  At  7,  the  chase  (a  brig) 
commenced  making  signals,  with  flags,  which  could 
not  be  distinguished  for  want  of  light,  and  soon  af- 
ter made  various  ones  with  lanterns,  rockets,  and 
guns.  At  29  minutes  after  9,  having  the  chase  un- 
der our  lee  bow,  the  12  pound  carronade  was  direct- 
ed to  be  fired  into  him,  which  he  returned;  ran  under 
his  lee  bow  to  proven tjhis  escaping,  snd  at  29  minutes 
after  9 commenced  the  action.  At  10  o’clock,  be- 
lieving the  enemy  to  be  silenced,  orders  were  given 
to  cease  firing,  when  I hailed  and  asked  if  he  had 
surrendered.  No  answer  being  given  to  this,  and 
his  fire  having  recommenced,  it  was  again  returned. 
At  12  minutes  after  10,  the  enemy  having  suffered 
greatly  and  having  made  no  return  to  our  last  two 
broadsides,  I trailed  him  the  second  time  to  know  if 
he  had  surrendered,  when  he  answered  in  the  affir- 
mative. The  guns  were  then  ordered  to  be  secured 
and  the  boat  lowered  to  take  possession.  In  the  act  ■ 
of  lowering  the  boat,  a second  brig  was  discovered, 
a little  distane  astern  and  standing  for  us.  Sent  the 
crew  to  their  quarters,  prepared  every  thing  for  a- 
nother  action,  and  awaited  his  coming  up — at  3o  mi- 
nutes after  10,  discovered  two  more  sails  astern 
standing  towards  us.  I now  felt  myself  compelled 
to  forego  the  satisfaction  of  destroying  the  prize. 
Our  braces  having  been  cut  away,  we  kept  off  the 
wind  until  others  could  be  rove,  and  with  the  expec- 
tation of  drawing  the  second  brig  from  his  compani- 
ons but  in  this  last  we  were  disappointed.  The  second 
brig  continued  to  approach  us  untill  she  came  close 
to  our  stern,  when  she  hauled  by  the  wind,  fired  her 
broadside  which  cut  our  rigging  and  sails  conside- 
rably and  shot  away  a lower  main  cross  tree,  and  re- 
traced her  steps  to  join  her  consorts — when  we  were 
necessitated  to  abandon  the  prize;  he  appeared  in 
every  respect  a total  wreck.  He  continued  for  some 
time  firing  guns  of  distress  until  probably  deliver- 
ed by  the  two  last  vessels  who  made  their  appear- 
ance. The  second  brig  could  have  engaged  us  if  he 
thought  proper,  as  he  neared  us  fast,  but  contented 
himself  with  firing  a broadside,  and  immediately  re- 
turned to  his  companions. 

It  is  with  real  satisfaction  I have  again  the  plea- 
sure of  bearing  testimony  to  the  merits  of  lieuts- 
Reilly,  Tillinghast,  Baury,  and  sailing-master  Carr; 
and  to  the  good  conduct  of  every  officer  and  man 
on  board  the  Wasp.  Their  divisions  and  depart- 
ments were  attended  and  supplied  with  the  utmost 
regularity  and  abundance,  which,  with  the  good  or- 
der maintained,  together  with  the  vivacity  and  pre- 
cision of  their  fire,  reflects  on  them  the  greatest 
credit.  Our  loss  is  two  killed,  and  one  slightly 
wounded  with  a wad.  The  hull  received  four  round 
shot,  and  the  foremast  many  grape  shot.  Our  rig- 
ging and  sails  suffered  a great  deal.  Every  damage 


has  been  repaired  the  day  after,  with  the  exception 
of  our  sails. 

Of  the  vessel  with  whom  we  were  engaged,  no- 
thing positive  can  be  said,  with  regard  to  her  name 
or  force.  While  Hailing-  him  previous  to  his  being 
fired  into,  it  was  blowing  fresh  (then  going  ten 
knots)  and  the  name  was  not  distinctly  understood. 
Of  her  force,  the  four  shot  which  struck  us  are  all 
thirty-two  pounds  in  weight,  being  a pound  and 
three  quarters  heavier  than  any  belonging  to  this 
vessel.  From  this  circumstance,  the  number  of 
men  in  her  tops,  her  general  appearance  and  great 
length,  she  is  believed  to  be  one  of  the  largest  brigs 
in  the  British  navy. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  J.  BLAKELEY. 

The  hon.  Win.  Jones , secretary  of  the  navy. 

P.  S.  I am  told  the  enemy,  after  his  surrender,  ask- 
ed for  assistance  and  said  he  was  sinking — the  pro- 
bability of  this  is  confirmed  by  his  firing  single  guns 
for  some  time  after  his  capture. 

List  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  United  States'  sloop ' of 
rear  the  Wasp.  Johnston  Blakeley,  esquire,  commander,  in  the 

action  with  his  Britannic  majesty's  sloop  of  war , on  the  1st 

September,  1814. 

Killed— Joseph  Martin,  boatswain;  Henry  Staples,  qr.  gunner. 
■Wounded— James  Snellings,  seaman,  clavicle  or  collar  bone 
fractured  by  a wad. 

Recapitulation— Killed  2 

Wounded  1 

Total  3 

(Signed)  WM.  M.  CLARKE,  Surgeon. 

[List  of  prizes  and  minutes  of  the  action,  in  our 
next.] 

Copy  of  a letter  from  commodore  Macdonough  t6 
the  secretary  of  the  navy. 

U.  S.  brig  Eagle , Chazy,  J\fov.  6,  1814. 
Sm — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  about 
six  tons  8 inch  shells  have  been  taken  out  of  the 
lake  by  us  at  this  place,  which  were  thus  secreted 
by  the  enemy  in  his  late  incursion  into  this  country. 

A transport  sloop  has  also  recently  been  raised  at 
Isle  La  Motte,  which  was  sunk  by  the  enemy  load- 
ed with  their  naval  stores,  and  various  instruments 
of  war.  On  weighing  the  powder  taken  on  board 
the  enemy’s  squadron,  we  find  17,000  pounds,  with 
shot  in  proportion,  besides  much  fixed  ammunition. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

T.  MACDONOUGII. 
The  hon.  Wm.  Jones , secretary  of  the  navy. 

The  Zealous  74,  has  arrived  at  Quebec,  with 
1,000,000  dollars  on  board.’  The  British  fleet  on 
lake  Ontario  makes  a splendid  show.  A Montreal 
paper  says  that  the  number  of  vessels  and  small  craft 
carrying  sail,  that  left  Kingston  for  the  head  of  the 
lake,  amounted  to  150."Sir  James  Yeo  returned  from 
a second  excursion  to  the  head  of  the  lake,  orf  the 
Jnd  inst.  The  first  was  to  supply  the  army  with 
provisions — the  second  to  bring  the  army  to  Kings- 
ton— as  is  supposed. 

A New  York  paper  says — We  learn  that  captains 
M’Donough,  Crane,  Warrington  and  Blakeley,  have 
been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  post  captains  in  the 
U.  States’  navy.  Five  naval  officers  (whose  names 
we  have  not  learnt,)  have  been  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  masters  and  commanders.  We  further  learn, 
that  government  have  it  in  contemplation  to  appoint 
two  admirals. 

A Philadelphia  paper  says — “We  understand  thaC 
commodore  Bainjbridge  is  appointed  secretary  of 
the  navy,  in  the  room  of  capt.  Jones,  who  has  re- 
signed.” 


During  the  ensuing  week  we  expect  to  publish  the 
number  in  arrear,  and  insert  our  recent  f) missions ■. 
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“New  England  Convention.” 

No.  II. 

“The  north-,  in  an  unrestrained  intercourse  with  the 
south,  protected  by  the  equal  laws  of  a common 
government,  finds  in  the  production  of  the  latter, 
great  additional  resources  of  maritime  and  com- 
mercial enterprise  in  the  precious  materials  of 
manufacturing  industry.  The  south,  in  the  same 
intercourse,  benefiting  by  the  agency  of  the 
north , sees  its  agriculture  grow  and  commerce 
expand.— Turning  partly  into  its  own  channels 
the  seamen  of  the  north , finds  its  particular  naviga- 
tion invigorated:  and  while  it  contributes  to  nou- 
rish and  increase  the  general  muss  of  the  national 
navigation,  looks  forward  to  the  protection  of  a ma- 
ritime strengtii,  to  winch  itself  is  unequal  ^adapt- 
ed.” Washington. 

It  was  thus  that  the  “father  of  his  coun- 
try” labored  to  quench  petty  jealousies,  and 
inflame  the  mind  of  all  with  a love  for  the 
UNION  ; by  shewing  it  the  interest  of  all  to 
cherish  the  general  government.  This  extract 
from  his  “Farewell  Address'”  happily  strength- 
ens the  leading  idea  held  forth  in  our  last 
number, — that  the  commerce  of  the  eastern 
states  was  mainly  built  upon  the  agriculture 
of  the  middle  and  southern.  It  also  urges 
what  none  but  mad  jacobins  will  deny — the 
importance  of  all  and  every  part  of  the  union 
to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  whole. 
And,  though  1 would  brush  away  the  delusion 
that  has  existed  as  to  the  superior  commerce 
of  the  New  England  states,  I have  less  dispo- 
sition to  deprecia  te  the  character  of  the  peo- 
ple or  the  natural  advantages  of  that  section 
of  my  country:  to  their  courage,  steadiness 
and  virtue  we  were  gi’eatly  indebted  for  our 
independence,  in  the  first  place,  and  for  the 
establishment  of  our  glorious  constitution,  in 

the  second and,  to  their  industry,  genius 

and  enterprise  we  acknowledge  ourselves 
much  obligated  for  the  common  prosperity, 
general  wealth,  and  singular  happiness  of  our 
citizens : who,  all  the  clamor  about  the  war, 
or  the  real  difficulties  that  that  state  of  things 
subjects  us  to,  to  the  contrary,  have  more  of 
ithe  comforts,  conveniencies  and  luxuries  of 
ife,  and  more  enjoyment  of  all  that  is  desira- 
ble by  rational  creatures,  than  any  other  peo- 
ple on  earth. 

It  is,  nevertheless,  admitted  that  we  suffer 
much  by  the  war ; but,  if  it  were  my  present 
business,  I think  I could  shew  that  a great 
part  of  those  sufferings  were,  and  are,  occa- 
sioned by  the  wayward  policy  of  the  Boston 
jacobins.  I religiously  believe  that,  as  to 
them  the  war  may  be  justly  attributed,  so  its 
continuance  is  also  aseribable.  In  another 
VOL  VII. 


number,  I may  point  out  the  close  connection 
of  the  Boston  memorial  to  congress  in  1806, 
(remonstrating  against  the  outrages  of  the 
British,  and  pledging  support  to  measures 
adopted  to  redress  them)  to  the  declaration  of 
war  in  1812  : The  steps  to  the  controversy 
are  astonishingly  regular  and  progressive. 
And  I will  also  give  reasons  for  the  opinion, 
that  the  continuance  of  the  war  may  be  ascrib- 
ed to  the  same  set  of  persons,  by  the  divis  ons 
they  have  excited  among  the  people,  anti  the 
hopes  held  out  to  the  enemy  of  a separation 
of  the  states  (as  has  been  talked  of  for  seve- 
ral years) ; or  at  least,  of  such  embarrassments 
of  the  general  government  as  to  compel  it  to 
make  a disadvantageous  peace  I will  here 
observe,  en passant,  that  those  jacobins  taunt- 
ed congress  to  declare  war,  and  now  clamor 
for  peace,  for  the  same  object.  They  hoped 
and  believed  that  the  people  would  not  bear 
the  government  out  in  the  contest,  and  that 
they  would  come  into  power  : deceived  in  this 
calculation,  they  seem  disposed  to  have  peace 
on  any  terms — (as  I live,  I almost  think  they 
would  give  up  Boston  itself,  if  the  possession 
of  it  were  made  the  sine  qua  non  of  the  ene- 
my) that  may  disgrace  the  prevailing  party, 
and  introduce  them  to  public  confidence  and 
authority.  We  may  all  recollect  that  in  their 
denunciations  of  the  war  against  Canada , how 
solemnly  they  pledged  themselves  to  resist 
and  repel  every  invasion  of  the  territories  of 
the  “good  old  United  States,”  as  they  insidi- 
ously called  the  original  thirteen.  But  how 
is  it  now  ? — Why — a state  that  has  boasted  of 
her  70,000  well  disciplined  militia — of  the 
courage  and  resources  of  her  people,  more 
than  any  other — who  pretended  to  feel  indig- 
nant at  the  idea  that  a hostile  foot  should 
trample  our  shore,  sits  down  quietly  and  at 
apparent  ease  in  the  loss  of  one  fourth  of  its 
own  territory,  seized  -by  proclamation  and 
held  by  an  insignificant  force  ; and  patiently 
hears  arguments  in  the  public  papers  why  the. 
British  may  hold  the  possession!  Tins  state 
is  Massachusetts — such,  alas!  is  the  strange 
working  of  .jacobinism. 

But  to  proceed  to  the  more  immediate  ob- 
jects of  the  present  essay: 

We  are  astounded  by  the  clamor  of  the 
jacobins  for  the  loss  of  their  commerce — for 
the  great  misery  and  distress  that  prevails — 
for  the  poverty  that  is  about  to  encompass 
them  on  every  side — for  the  wide  ruin  that  is 
extending  itself  to  all  classes  of  the  people,  or 
any  thing  else  that  may  assist  to  make  a noise, 
or  fill  a newspaper  column  with  ranting  and 
N 
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Soaring.  But  I will  give  evidence  of  the  fact, 
that  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  (and  of  the 
eastern  states  generally,)  have  suffered  much 
less  by  the  war  than  any  other  section  of  the 
United  States  ; and  perhaps  make  it  appear 
that  they  have  really  prospered  by  it.  1 re 
quest  the  reader  may  not  be  surprised  at  this 
proposition,  as  well  he  may  be  if  he  believes 
one  millionth  part  of  what  the  jacobins  say 

but  seriously  examine  the  statements  be- 

knv  : 

While  the  ports  of  the  eastern  states  were 
left  free  for  “neutrals,”  as  they  were  called, 
those  of  the  middle  and  south  were  blockaded 
by  the  enemy  ; this  threw  an  immense  busi- 
ness into  their  hands,  by  which  they  have 
pro  fitted  beyond  the  calculations  of  any  man 
who  has  not  reflected  on  the  subject,  and  ex 
a mined  the  facts  that  belong  to  it.  The  Bos- 
tonians made  more  money  in  the  first  eigh- 
teen months  of  the  war  than  they  had  done 
for  double  that  period,  in  any  other  time  pre- 
ceding : and  the  nature  of  their  harbors  are 
such,  that.,  though  now  blockaded  like  the 
rest,  there  exists  a very  considerable  com- 
merce, and,  somehow , they  are  full  of  busi 
ne3s — while  Baltimore , for  example,  has  not 
had  an  arrival,  I believe,  from  a foreign  port 
for  a twelvemonth.  And,  as  it  was  only  to 
commerce  that  Baltimore K owed  the  sudden 
rise  of  its  population  (now  greater  than  that 
of  Boston ) and  as  we  exported  more  goods, 
it  seems  reasonable  to  suppose  that  we  suffer 
as  much  as  they  do ! But,  instead  of  grum- 
bling and  growling  against  our  own  govern- 
ment, we  do  all  that  in  our  power  lies  to  make 
an  honest  peace,  by  coercing  that  justice 
which  our  merchants,  in  conjunction  with 
those  of  Boston,  demanded  in  1506,  by  me- 
morials to  congress — which  memorials  are  on 
record : The  city  of  New- York , blockaded  as 
Closely  as  the  enemy  can  do  it,  and  long  cut 
off  fi  'in  trade,  exported  three  times  as  much 
as  Bos  on  ; and,  as  before  observed,  paid  more 
duties  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States 
Ilian  all  the  “nation  of  New  England”  and  one 
seventh  over!  But  New- York  is  indignant  at 
the  base  propositions  offered  our  coirrmission- 
ers  at  Ghent ; and  prepared  for  any  thino’ 
rather  than  dishonorable  peace. 

As  to  the  misery  and  distress  that  is  made 
so  much  noise  about  to  the  eastward,  what 
portion  of  affliction  have  the  people  of  that 
section  suffered  compared  with  those  of  other 
states.'  The  whole  “nation,”  leaving  out  gal- 
lant Vermont , has  not  furnished  as  many  men 
even  to  repulse  the  enemy  as  the  now  state  of 
Tennessee  has  sent  out  to  meet  and  fight 
him  ! Nor  have  they  lost  as  many  lives,  in 
all,  as  the  state  o!  Maryland , alone! — itheir 
coasts  have  not  been  ravaged  like  those  of  the 
middle  and  southern  states,  especially  the 
shores  of  the  Chesapeake , where  things  have 
4one  by  those  they  eulogize,  that  Napo- 


lean  Bonaparte  would  have  blushed  at  the 
idea  of  being  thought  capable  of!  Not  have 
their  citizens,  like  those  of  Ohio,  Kentucky* 
Georgia , <kc  been  liable  to  the  scalping  knife 
of  the  savage  allies  of  Britain — their  children 
have  not  been  murdered;  then  wives  have  not 
been  violated;  their  wounded,  soldiers  have  not 
been  burnt  to  death!  Of  their  poverty  and 
the  wide  ruin  that  is  extending  itself  among 
them,  the  following  table  gives  us  1 lie  proof! 

If  money — specie — be  the  evidence  of 
Commercial  prosperity,  3Iassachusetts  never 
was  half  so  web  off  now!  From  years  ago, 
when  the  trade  of  the  United  States  natural- 
ly sought  the  places  where  its  commodities 
were  to  be  had,  one  of  the  [several]  banks  of 
Baltimore  had  more  specie  than  all  the  banks 
of  Massachusetts',  nay,  perhaps  and  probably, 
more  than  there  was  in  that  state,  whether  in 
possession  of  the  banks  or  of  individuals — and 
so  it  will  have  again,  when  a regular  and  ho- 
nest commerce  shall  succeed  the  British  w ar 
and  eastern  smuggling.  At  thfe  time  alluded 
to  (1810)  and  for  several  years  preceding,  a 
half  eagle,  of  gold,  was  less  a rarity  in  Balti- 
more than  a half  dollar,  in  silver,  in  New  Eng- 
land These  are  facts  that  should  be  called 
to  the  recollection — they  arose  from  the  re- 
gular state  of  trade,  and  will  ensue  the  mo- 
ment that  a peace  with  England  is  signed;  and 
then  will  the  jacobins  at  Boston  suffer  those 
embarrassments  in  the  due  course  of  things, 
urged  by  a just  resentment,  that  they  have 
wontonly  heaped  upon  their  count*  y through 
adventitious  circumstances  and  a traitorous 
commerce  and  intercourse  with  the  enemy.* 

I give  it  as  my  deliberate  opinion,  that  a 
plot  was  entered  into  between  some  persons 
to  the  eastward  and  the  British,  to  destroy  the 
public  credit  of  the  United  States,  by  the  >dd 
of  British  funds,  in  various  ways  forced  on 
the  market.  But  this  subject  will  require 
more  time  and  room  (and  is  worthy  of  it)  than 
I can  spare  at  present.  Unhappily,  the  alli- 

*With  two  or  three  years  of  regular  trade — “Fire 
trade  and  Sailor's  rights ” — the  “mob-town’'  Balti- 
more, a new  city,  but  yet  in  the  gristle,  (if  it  were  to 
set  seriously  about  it)  could,  of  itself,  draw  off  from 
Boston  all  its  present  horde  of  specie,  and  cause  eve- 
ry bank  in  that  “ great  commercial  meti'opoU^>  to  stop 
payment.  This  is  not  said  unthinkingly.  In  that  old 
established  place  of  business  there  is  great  wealth; 
but  the  same  combination  here  to  effect  this  pur- 
pose that  exists  at  Boston  to  depreciate  the  credit  of 
the  other  banks  in  the  United  States,  would  assured- 
ly accomplish  it.  And  the  reason  why  it  might  be 
done  is  simply  this,  that  Baltimore  is  one  of  the 
great  central  points  of  those  staple  articles  that 
command  the  general  trade  of  the  country.  J\ex» 
York  could  do  it  in  a few  months;  and  so  might  Phi- 
ladelphia in  a little  while.  But  until  the  late  outra- 
geous conduct  of  the  Boston  banks,  in  running  upon 
others,  a thing  of  this  kind  was  never  thought  oh 
Let  them  look  to  it — so  flagrant  have  been  their  pro- 
ceedings, tliatthousandsofir.cn  are  ready  to  come 
under  an  engagement  never  to  purchase,  or  use,  any- 
thing that  reaches  them  by  the- wav  «f  BastpO-- 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— “NEW  ENGLAND  CONVENTION”  J95 


fence  has  measurably  succeeded,  through  adj 
sorts  of  lying  and  deception  aided  by  consi-j 
derable  power,  which  they  use  in  every  way,j 
without  regard  to  any  thing  but  the  grand  oIh 
ject  just  stated.  I 

The  impertinence  that  belongs  to  men  sud-^ 
denlv  elevated,  is  manifested  in  a thousand 
wavs  by  the  jacobins.  The  Boston  Patriot , 
en  able  “ American ” paper,  observed  some 

True  abstracts  of  the  statements  of  the  several  banks  in  the  corhmomccatlh  of  Massndhu* 
setts , rendered  in  June  1810,  and  in  January  1811,  published  by  order  of  the  lc« 
etslahure. 

b (OFFICIAL.) 


days  ago,  that  treasury  notes  could  be  sold  rn 
Baltimore  at  par.  On  which  a person  sfeid  iu 
the  Daily  Advertiser — a jacobin  paper,  “I  be- 
lieve  it  is  true;  but  you  must  take  pay  in 
Baltimore  bills.  This  sort  of  sale  reminds 
me  of  a man  that  sold  his  dog  at  the  enor- 
mous price  of  one  thousand  dollars,  to  take 
pay  in  pups  at  $ 500  each.” 


1810- 

1814. 

Names  of  Banks . 

Capital. 

i ■%  nn it 

Deposits. 

. A '70  !\’7C>  7 A 

Specie. 

w ni 

Deposits. 

r»  O/iC*  XI 

Specie. 

1 1 1 a i 

Massacnusetts 
Union  . . • 

Essex  . . • 

jMa:ne  . . • 

Nantucket  - 
Gloucester 
New  bury  port 
Beverly  • • 

Boston  . . . 

New- Bedford 
Salem  . • 

Saco  . • • 

Lincoln  and  Kennebec 
Northampton 
Plymouth 
Worcester 
Marblehead 
Nar, tucket  Pacific 
Ha  Howell  and  August 
Penobscot  . . 

Berkshire  . *■ 

Portland  . • 

State*  . • • 

Mechanics*  . 
Phoenix*  • • 

Cumberland*  . 
Merchants*  . 

Bath*  . • • 

Wiscassett*  * 
Taunton*  • • 

New-EngUnd* 
Hampshire*  . 
Kennebeck*  . 


1.230.000  I 

300,000  j 

300.000  i 

100.000  ' 

100,000 

350.000 

160.000 

1.800.000 

ro  return 

200,000 

100,000 

no  return 

75,000 

100,000 

150.000  i 

100.000  I 

100,000  ! 

200.000 

150.000 

no  return 

300.000 
3,000,000 

100.000 

100,000 

300.000 

200.000 

100,000 

250.000 

75.000 
5C.;,000 

50. 000 

100.000 


562,333  53 
184,816  19 
134,688  54 
41,936  98 
16,780  52 
93,808  87 
34,603  63 
672,707  13 

238,510  18 
34,853  47 

2,428*  04 
380  0* 
7,594  32 
43,112  15 
44,212  91 
8,184  55 
9,872  45 

' 68,123  07 


223,595  53 
136,433  00 
118,493  04 
28,885  531 
41,048  69 
117,999  90 
35,219  58 
238,454  24 

75,993  32 
17,951  68 

11  53 
42,115  26 

55.023  75 

73.023  37 
36,832  42 
21,076  GO 

155  00 

60,365  62 


939,310  13 
317,845  00 
no  return 
110  return 
27.889  37 
303,435  72 
33.305  22i 
987,043  6! 

375,475*20] 
104,005  46] 

no  return 
4,228  60 
4,620  15 
38,587  66 
73,006  77 
5,586  15 
no  return 

125,077*02 
1,677,142  99 
33,601  89 
63,296  71 
400,231  04 
247,811  37 
10,540  8t 
68,001  2l 
50,638  59 
542,644  01 
20,251  2: 
7,063  6' 


657,795  08 
185,647  23 


90,425  07 
268,055  58 
76, 3S6  59 
1,182,572  10 

*13*5,1*78  24 
40,086  1) 


30,171  88 
44,107  58 
87,811 
11.988  57 
24,925  85 


62,881  Ob 
659,066  85 
47,391  04 
73,993  94 
164,952  76 
104,681  60 
44,919  9# 
63,258  65 
62,065  4 i 
284,456  07 
24,21 7 07 
52,517  48 


2,671,619  27  1,561,034  39, ;8, 875,589  1 9 6,393,718  50 


The  capitals  of  the  several  institutions  are  taken 
from  the  return  of  1810;  and,  that  being  comp* red 
with  the  return  of  1814,  the  following  differences 

^Maine  and  Nantucket  and  Northampton  and  Berk- 
gfcre  are  omitted  in  the  return  of  1814.  The  two 
last,  we  believe  are  extinct.  . 

Gloucester,  Saco  and  Marblehead  have  capitals  o 1 
120,000  twcii,  instead  of  100, 060. 

Worcester,  200,000,  instead  of  150,000. 

/fallowed  and  Augusta,  150,000,  instead  ol 

200,000. 

None  of  those  marked  with  an  astnsk  (*)  are  no- 
ticed in  the  return  of  1810— and  are  presumed  to 
have  been  established  since  that  time. 


RECAPITULATION. 
Banking  capital  in  Massachusetts, 
1810. 

— added  to  1814, 


86,085,003 
5,055,0),  > 


Total  bank  capital  Massachusetts  8 1 L 140,0c.* ' 

Being  an  increase  of  nearly  one  half  in  four  years. 
Deposits  in  1814,  8,875,589  19 

do.  1810,  2,671,619  27 

. ..  — ..T>  » 

Difference  $6.203, .969  oy 


Ov,  an  iftcvtiTSe  pf  atniditJ&lQ'  BuiftfrAJ  ptr 
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Specie— in  the  vauls,  1814,  6,393,718  50  If  this  capital  be  acquired  by  smuggling,  it 

— deposts  in  “banks  out  of  the  i shews  a prostration  of  honor  that  fits  the  ac- 

st.ate  nearly  all  at  Mew  York,  i tors  for  any  thing  e!se,.  and  strengthens  the 

tu  illy  drawn  555  571  71  insinuation  that  the  mlent  ot  the  convention 


(there  were  no  such  deposits 
in  1810.) 

— supposed  to  have  been  in  th« 
banks  of  Maine  and  Nantucket 
($>147,378  53  in  1810)  not  men- 
tioned in  Ine  re  (urn  of  1814, 
calculated  on  tne  general  aver- 
age, 370,'J00  00 


Real  amount  of  the  specie  banking 
capital  of  Massachusetts,  January, 


18-14. 

The  same  in  1810, 


may  be  as  stated.  The  honest  man  blesses  the 
moon,  because  it  guides  him  in  his  way  ; but 
we  frequently  hear  of  “moon-cursers” — gangs 
of  wretches  who  frequent  dangerous  coasts  to 
plunder  wrecked  ships,  rejoicing  in  the  mis- 
fortunes of  others,  affording  business  to  them- 
selves That  smuggling  has  prospered  to  a 

1 very  great  extent  in  the  eastern  states,  we 

| have  abundant  proof  It  is  so  far  from  being 
! denied,  that  it  seems  to  have  become  a sort  of 


*?’^89  29 1 negative  virtu*  with  the  self-stiled  “friends 
l,o61,UJ4  39 1 - ® 


Difference 


>5,768,254  82 


Or  an  increase  of  nearly  four  hundred  per  cent. 
Deposits  and  specie  in  1814.  ,$>  16,204,978  40 

The  same,  1810,  4,232,653  66 


of  peace,”  if  we  may  believe  their  great  wri- 
ter, who  says  : 

“ Encouraged  and  protected  from  infamy 
“ by  the  just  odium  against  the  war,  they 
“ engage  in  lawless  speculations , [smuggling] 
“ sneer  at  the  restraints  of  conscience,  laugh 
“ at  perjury  mock  at  legal  restraints . and 
“ acquire  ill-gotten  wealth  at  the  expence  of 
“ public  morals , and  of  the  more  sober , con- 
“ scientious  part  of  the  community  ”f 

Such  is  the  state  of  society  as  drawn  by 
“ the  gentleman  who  wrote  the  Analysis ,”  spo- 
ken of  by  John  Henry.  He  is  a lawyer , 1 be- 


Difference!  $11,972,3  4 74 
From  an  examination  of  the  facts  snewn  by 
this  comp  irative  statement,  we  must  conclude 
that  the  commerce  of  Massachusetts  was  ne- 
ver so  flourishing  ; or.,  that  the  mighty  and 
excessive  funds  are  British,  held  in  terrorem 
over  the  rest  of  our  banking  establishments ; _ 

immediately  operating  to  depress  the  public  J lievve,  of  the  name  of  Lowell;  the  champion 

stocks  at  will,  and , embarrass  the  financial  of  “ commefce”  and  of  “honest men !” Per- 

concerns  of  the  government.  On  the  most  haps  n0  man  has  ever  wrote  so  much  for  the 
careful  reflection,  I cannot  And  any  other  way  j public  papers  as  he  has  done  for  some  years 
than  one  of  these  to  account  for  the  immense ! past.  He  uses  as  many  shapes  in  his  essays 
increase  of  funds,  being  nearly  four  times  as!  to  cheat  the  unthinking,  as  sin  assumes  to  lead 
muc 


as  in  1810  If  a man  that  was  notori-  mankind  to  condemnation.  It  is  his  dailybu&i- 


ousiy  poor  and  meagre  [as  the  Massachusetts  ] ness,  though  apparently  unconnected  with  any 
banks  were  in  1810]— who  was  dependent  on  newspaper  establishment— he  writes  for  all, 
the  charity  of  his  neighbors  for  a character  [for  any  that  will  insert  his  pieces,  and  under 
in  business  [as  the  banks  of  Massachusetts',™ ny  signatures.  Nine  tenths  of  the  violent 


were —every  one  of  which  New  York  could 
have  made  s’ op  pay  ment  in  a month]  sudden 
ly  sports  with  thousands  (or  millions),  and  af- 
fects to  command  the  market  where  he  had 
been  an  humble  dependent,  we  naturally  sus 
pent  that  he  has  made  honey  very  rapidly,  by 
his  business — by  a prize  in  the  lottery — by  a 
legacy — by  finding  a hidden  treasure — or 
some  great  knavery. 

If  this  great  monied  capital  be  honestly  ac- 
quired, may  we  not  hazard  an  opinion  that 
tlie  Hartford  convention  is  called,  and  the 
talk  about  separation  kept  up,  wirh  the  sole 
view  of  inducing  the  enemy  to  continue  thewar , 
that  the  prosperous  business  may  last?  The 
Dutch  merchants  supplied  the  enemies  of  the 
“republic  wit/i  gun-powder — The  British  in 
Upper  Canada  had  long  since  been  compelled 
to  retire  for*  want  of  provisions  but  for  the  sup 
pies  hey  received  from  the  “friends  of  peace"1 
n the  United  States — and  why  may  not  this 
foul  thing  be  a money  speculation  f A plan 
adopted  to  acquire,  through  the  course  of 


essays  that  appear  in  the  Boston  jacobin  pa- 
pers are  the  productions  of  his  pen.  I beliewe 
what  he  says  in  the  ext.r^  t,  because  it  is 
supported  by  a multitude  of  notorious 
facts  This  Lowell  is  the  first  American  citi- 
zen, that  I name  in  the  Register  for  repre- 
hension ; and  lie,  probably,  may  be  the  last. 
I should  not  have  named  him  except  to  cau- 
tion the  people,  that  the  various  infuriated  es- 
says in  the  Boston  papers,  written  under  dif- 
ferent appearances , as  if  to  shew  a general 
sentiment,  are  chiefly  the  work  of  this  indi- 
vidual. I wish  not  to  judge  him  wrongfully 
— but  when  opportunity  is  fit,  we  may  hear 
his  being  deemed  “worthy  of  a statue  of  gold” 
by  some  member  of  the  British  parliament 
for  “his  services  in  A merica,”  as  Cobbett  was 
esteemed  for  his. 

If  this  capital  be  Brit  ish , the  same  induce- 
ment prevails — the  jacobins  not  being  able  to 
ru*e  the  state,  would  rule  the  banks — they 
must  govern  something,  or  somewhere,  and 


-J-'l  in.-  exuu.  rtkeiitrom  the  “Olive  Brunch. 

t *ade  as  subject  to  the  war,  a degree  or  wealth  lit  m one  of  the  number  ot  series  of  essays  culled 
that  could  never  be  hoped  for  in  peace  ? the  “road  to  ruin.” 
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hood  of  the  great  jacobins)  wl,o  shnll  pn  v that 
the  south  and  the  north  are  “natural  enemies,” 


“ Rather  to  reign  in  hell  than  serve  iii  heaven., 
he  loath  to  part  with  the  power  committed  to 
them  by  the  enemy.  Besides  they  are  making 
profitable  speculations  on  this  money,  tie-  ; 
in®- oreatly  in  the  public  securities,  like  jew 
brokers.  The  capit  1 being  taken  as  British, 
everv  reader  will  form  his  own  conclusions  jin  arms.'* 
why  it  is  deposited  .t  Boston  It  certainly  is 
not  there  “to  build  churches 

Men  of  New  England,  what  interest  have 
u in  any  of  these  things?  Will  you  be 
plunged  in  civil  war  that  some  twenty  or  fifty 
of  the  ambitious  may  have  power?  Will  you 
continue  the  war , “affording  the  enemy  a d 
and  comfort,”  that  the  same  set  myv  prosecute 
a 

sp 

was  yours — it  began  for  your  commerce  and 
at  your  instigation  Your  jacobins  now  ap 

pear  willing  to  abandon  every  species  of  trade  Point,  on  die  left  point  of  the  Patapsco  river,  dis- 
that  Great  Britain  pleases  to  “regulate''  by 


yo 


nu  OO.TU'Jrt,  mat  aaujv  11*  4 y uovwutt/ 

smuggling  business,  or  hold  British  funds  to 
peculate  on  the  public  stocks?  This  war 


-.is  some  of  vein  vile  pa  rat  rnphists  I r ve  declrr- 
cd.  Give  us  the  hand  of  fellowship — we  are 
men  flesh  and  blood  like  yourselves:  ami,  >np- 
nortingan-l  supported,  we  may  defy  “a  world 


Attack  upon  Baltimore 

BRITISH  ACf’OT  NT. 

From  the  London  (inxe-te  Fxti  aad  C,  '>l,er  17. 

Colonial  Dfcpartn.nit,  Dowi.ing-st.  C.  t.  17. 
Captain  M‘Dongall  arrived  eat  ly  this  rnori  in;  w,  h 
a despatch  addressed  to  Earl  Bathurst,  one  of  his 
majesty’*  principal  secretai  res  of  .-state,  by  cob- 
B :>ok,  of  which  the  following'  is  a copy. 

M v Lor.ii — I have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lord- 
ship, that  the  division  of  troops  under  command,  of 
m jor-general  Ross  effected  a dise-mbarkution  on  the 
morning  of  the  12th  of  September,  near  North 


an  order  in  council,  or  otherwise  Take  care 
that  the  people  of  the  other  states  do  not 


tant  from  Baltimore  about  13  miks,  with  a.  view  of 
pushing  a reconnoisance,  in  co-opera  in  with  the 
naval  forces,  to  that  town;  and  acting  thereon  as 
he  enemy’s  strength  and  positions  might  be  found  to 


pledge  themselves,  if  an  honorable  peace  can  [dictate. 

now  be  obtained,  never  hereafter  to  concern  j The  approach  on  this  side  to  Baltimore  lays 
themselves  about  the  carrying  trade , and  t o through  a small  peninsula  formed  by  the  Pat:,psco 

and  Back  rivers,  and  generally  from  tw(  10  three 
miles  broad,  while  it  narrows  in  some  places  to  less 
than  half  a mile 

Three  miles  from  North  Point  the  enemy  had 
entrenched  himself  quite  across  this  neck  of  l .nd, 
towards  which  (the  disembarkation  having  been 


carrying 

become  really,  what  you  nave  falsely  been 
told  that  they  were,  “enemies  of  commerce.” 

I will  caution  you  that  a principle  is  prevail- 
ing to  a considerable  extent,  that  we  shall 
never  interfere  with  any  regulations  of  trade, 

that  do  not  immediately  affect  the  carrying  I completed  at  an  early  hour)  the  troops  advanced, 
of  our  own  productions  to  their  immediate  \ . The  wemy  wns  actively  employ,  d in  the  cc.n,p!c- 

, , i ,,  • „ . ..  ktion  of  this  work,  deepening  the  dech  and  strength- 

market,  and  toe  % mmedmte  transportation  of  ienillg  its.front  byaIm'  abb*,ig,  boll,  „|mb, 

goods  hither.  l ake  tne  matter  into  consiae-  ; Ver,  he  precipitately  abandoned,  on  the  appro-  ch  of 
ration  and  see  how  it  will  operate  on  the  gene-  jour  skirmishers,  leaving  in  our  hands  sortie  few  dra- 
ral  relations  of  the  commerce  you  had  so  goons,  being  part  of  hk  rear-guard, 
boasted  of  by  your  lawyers.  I fear  the  pro  I Abou’ two  n,iles  beyond  this  post  our  advance  be- 
ceedings  of  vour  jacobins  may  establish  this  c'n,e  e'f?8ed  ‘ ll',e  w:,s ''  c,ll.'s0.!> 

prmciple.  If  so— better  than  one  half  of  |ce.ilthemselves#  'At  this  moment  the  gallant  genwal 

Ross  received  a wound  in  bis  O.east,  which  proved 
mortal.  He  only  survived  to  recommend  a young 
and  unprovided  family  to  the  protection  of  his  king 
and  country. 

Thus  f U at  an  early  age  one  of  the  hi  ighest  orna- 
ments of  his  profession;  one  who,  whether  at  Hie 
head  of  a regiment,  a brigade,  or  corps,  had  alike1 
displayed  th.e  talents  of  command ; v ho  was  not 
less  beloved  in  his  private  than  enthusiastically  ad- 
mired in  his  public  character  ; and. whose  only  fault, 
if  it  may  be  defined  so,  was  an  excess  of  gallantly, 
enterprize  and  devotion,  to  the  service. 

If  ever  it  were  permitted  to  a soldier  *o  lament 
those,  who  fall  in  battle,  we  may  indeed  in  this  in- 
stance claim  that  melancholy  privilege. 

Thus  it  is,  sir,  that  the  honor  of  addressing  your 


the  trade  you  possessed  is  lost  without  hope 
of  redemption.  Put  down  these  base  men, 

“frown"  them  into  the  insignificance  that 
their  numbers  deserve  • vote  against  the  ad- 
ministration. if  you  cannot  approve  its  mea- 
sures, and  turn  them  out  if  you  can — but  obey 
the  laws,  repel  the  invader,  and  give  us  evi 
dence  of  your  “religion,  morality  arid  steady 
habits”  by  expelling  traitors  from  influence 
amongst  you.  The  majority  must  rule  ; 
bad,  indeed,  would  it  be  if  three  states  should 
dictate  to  fifteen , one  of  which  states  (New- 
York)  is  at  this  time  perhaps,  quite  as  popu 
lous  and  as  wealthy  as  all  those  to  he  repre 
sented  in  the  Harford  convention;  and  if  I lordship,  and  the  comm  md  of  this  army,  have  de- 


not  so  now,  will,  in  10  or  20  years,  be  twice 


volved  upon  me  ; dulies  which,  under  any  other  em- 


power ful.  Redeem  yourselves  from  the 


Jcumstances,  might  have  been  embraced  as  the*  most 
ms  enviable  gifts  of  fortune;  and  here  I venture  to  m,11- 


of  those  wicked  persons — ©hev  Washington 
and  suspect  every  one  for  a villain  that  splut 
ters  about  ‘ geographical  distinctions  ” Our 
interests  are  not  separate — regard  him  as  a 
British  pensioner  (and  nine  times  out  of  ter. 

you  will  be  right,  unless  he  be  one  of  those  ( __  r ^ 

little  creatures  that  retails  the  wholesale  fals-  ‘ Baltimore,  where  a corps  of  about  € t<  men,  * ^x 


cit  through  your  lordship,  his  royal  highness  the 
prince  regent’s  consideration  to  Hie  circumstance  of 
niy  succeeding,  during  operations  of  so  much  mo- 
ment, to  an  officer  of  such  high  and  established 
erit. 

Our  advance  continuing  to  press  forw  rd,  the  ene- 
my’s light  troops  were  pushed  to  withi  -five miles  of 
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pieces  of  artillery,  and  some  hundred  cavalry,  were 
discovered  posted  under  cover  of  a wood,  drawn  up 
in  a very  dense  order,  and  lining  a strong  paling,* 
which  crossed  the  main  road  nearly  at  right  angle*. 
The  creeks  and  Inlets  of  the  Patapsco  and  Back  ri- 
vers, widen  approach  each  other  at  this  point,  Will 
in  some  measure  account  for  the  contracted  nature 
of  the  enemy’s  position. 

1 immediately  ordered  the  necessary  dispositions 
for  a general  attack.  The  light  brigade,  under  the 
-command  of  major  Jones,  of  the  4th,  consisting  of 
tiie  85th  light  infantry,  under  major  Gibb  ins,  and 
the  light  companies  of  the  army  under  major  Prin- 
gle, of  the  21st,  covered  the  whole  of  the  front., 
driving  in  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  with  great  loss  on 
his  main  body.  The  4th  regiment,  under  major 
i'aunce,  by  a detour  through  some  hollow  ways, 
gamed,  unperCeived,  a lodgment  close  upon  the  ene- 
my's left  . The  remainder  of  the  right  brigade,  un- 
der the  command  of  the  lion,  lieut.  col.  Mullins,  con- 
sisting of  the  44th  regiment,  Under  itiaj or  Johnson, 
the  marines  of  the  fleet,  under  capt.  Robbyns,  and 
a detachment  of  seamen  under  capt.  Money,  of  the 
Taave,  formed  a line  along  the  enemy’s  front,  while 
the  left  brigade  under  col.  Paterson,  consisting  of 
the  21st  regiment,  commanded  by  major  Whitakef, 
the  2d  battalion  of  marines,  by  lieut.  col.  Malcolm, 
and  a detachment  of  marines,  by  major  Lewis,  re- 
mained in  columns  on.  the  road,  with  orders  to  de- 
ploy to  his  left,  and  press  the  enemy’s  right,  the  mo- 
ment the  ground  became  sufficiently  open  to  admit 
of  that  movement. 

In  this  order,  the  signal  being  given,  the  whole 
of  the  troops  advanced  rapidly  to  the  charge.  In 
less  than  15  minlstes  the  enemy’s  force  being  utterly 
broken  and  dispersed,  fled  in  every  direction  over 
the  country,  leaving  on  the  field  2 pieces  of  cannon, 
with  a considerable  number  of  killed,  wounded,  and 
prisoners. 

The  enemy  loss  in  this  short  but  brilliant  affair,  was 
from  five  to  six  hundred  in  killed  and  wounded ; 
while  at  the  most  moderate  computation,  lie  is  at 
least  one  thousand  hors  de  combat.  The  5th  regi- 
ment of  militia,  in  particular,  has  been  represented 
sis  nearly  annihilated. 

The  day  being  now  for  advanced,  and  the  troops 
(as  is  always  the  case  on  the  first  march  after  disem- 
barkation) much  fatigued,  we  halted  for  the  night 
on  the  ground  of  which  the  enemy  had  been  dispos- 
sessed. Here  I received  a communication  from  vice- 
admiral  the  hon.  sir  Alex.  Cochrane,  informing  me 
that  the  frigates,  bomb  ships,  and  flotilla  of  the 
fleet,  would  on  the  ensuing  morning  take  their  sta- 
tions as  previously  proposed. 

At  day-break  on  the  13th,  the  army  again  advanced, 
and  at  10  o’clock  I occupied  a favorable  position 
eastward  of  Baltimore,  distant  about  a mile  and  a 
half,  and  from  whence  I could  reconnoitre  at  my 
leisure  the  defences  of  that  town. 

Baltimore  is  completely  surrounded  by  strong  but 
detached  Bills,  on  which  the  enemy  had  constructed 
a chain  of  pallisaded  redoubts,  connected  by  a small 
breastwork : 1 have,  however,  reason  to  think  that 
the  defence  to  the  northward  and  westward  of  the 
place  were  in  a very  unfinished  state.  Chinkapin- 
hill,  which  lay  in  front  of  our  position,  completely 
commands  the  town  ; this  was  the  strongest  part  of 
the  line,  and  here  the  enemy  seemed  most  apprehen- 
sive of  attack.  These  works  were  defended,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  information  which  we  could  ohr 
tain,  by  about  fifteen  thousand  men,  with  a large 
train  of  .artillery.  6 

* x his  paling  was  a common  post  and  vail  fence! 
— nothing  else,  whatsoever. — Ed. 


Judging  it  perfectly  feasible,  with  the  description 
of  forces  under  my  command,  I made  arrangements 
for  a night  attack,  during  which  the  superiority  of 
\ the  enemy’s  artillery  would  not  have  been  so  much 
felt,  and  capt.  Macdougall,  the  bearer  of  these  des- 
patches, will  have  the  honor  to  point  out  to  your 
lordship  those  particular  parts  of  the  line  which  I 
had  proposed  to  act  on. 

During  the  evening,  however,  I received  a com- 
munication from  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  na- 
val forces,  by  which  I was  informed,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  being  closed 
up  by  vessels  sunk  for  that  purpose  by  the  enemy,  a 
naval  co-operation  against  the  town  and  camp  was 
found  impracticable. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  keeping  in  view 
your  lordship’s  instructions,  it  was  agreed  between 
the  vice-admiral  and  myself,  that  the  capture  of  the 
town  would  not  have  been  a sufficient  equivalent  to 
the  loss  which  might  probably  be  sustained  in  storm- 
ing the  heights. 

Having  formed  this  resolution,  after  compelling 
the  enemy  to  sink  upwards  of  20  vessels  in  different 
parts  of  the  harbor,  causing  the  citizens  to  remove 
almost  the  \vhole  of  their  property  to  places  of  more 
security  inland,  obliging  the  government  to  concen- 
trate all  the  military  force  of  the  surrounding  states, 
harrassing  the  militia,  and  forcing  them  to  collect, 
from  many  remote  districts,  causing  the  enemy  to 
burn  a valuable  rope-walk,  with  other  public  build- 
ings, in  order  tp  clear  the  glacis  in  front  of  their 
redoubts,  betvdes  having  beaten  and  routed  them  in 
a general  action,  I retired  on  the  14th,  three  miles 
from  the  position  which  I had  occupied,  where  I 
halMd  during  some  hours. 

Tlr.s  tardy  movement  was  partly  paused  by  an  ex- 
pectation that  the  enemy  might  possibly  be  induced 
to  move  out  of  the  intrenchments  and  follow  us,  but 
lte  profited  by  the  lesson  which  he  had  received  on 
the  12th,  and  towards  the  evening  1 retired  the  troops 
about  three  miles  and  a half  further,  \yhere  I took 
up  my  ground  for  the  night. 

Having  ascertained,  at  a latp  hour  on  the  morning 
of  the  15th,  that  the  enemy  had  no  disposition  to 
quit  his  intrenchments,  1 moved  down  and  re-em- 
barked the  army  at  North  Point,  npt  leaving  a man 
behind,  and  carrying  with  me  about  200  prisoners, 
being  persons  of  the  best  families  in  the  city,  and 
which  number  might  have  been  considerably  increas- 
ed, was  not  the  fatigue  of  the  troops  an  object 
principally  to  be  avoided. 

I have  now  to  remark  to  your  lordship,  that  no* 
thing  could  surpass  the  zeal,  unanimity,  and  ardor, 
displayed  by  every  discretion  of  force,  whether  na- 
val, military,  or  marine,  during  the  whole  of  these 
operations. 

I am  highly  indebted  to  the  vice  admiral  sir  A. 
Cochrane,  commander  in  chief  of  the  naval  forces  ; 
for  tlie  active  assistance  and  zealous  co-operation 
which  he  was  ready,  upon  every  occasion,  to  afford 
me ; a disposition  conspicuous  in  every  branch  of 
the  naval  service,  and  which  cannot  fail  to  ensure 
success  to  every  combined  operation  of  this  arma- 
ment. 

U plain  Edward  Crofton,  commanding  the  brigade 
of  seamen  appointed  t6  the  small  arms,  for  the  ani- 
mated and  enthusiastic  example  which  he  held  forth 
to  his  men, deserves  my  approbation — as  do  also  cap- 
tains Nourse,  Money,  Sullivan,  and  Ramsay,  royal 
navy,  for  the  steadiness  and  good  order  which  they 
maintained  in  their  several  directions. 

I feel  every  obligation  to  rear  admiral  Cockburn 
for  the  counsel  and  assistance  which  he  afforded  me, 
and  from  whjch  I derived  the  most  signal  benefit. 

To  colonel  Patterson,  fpr  the  steady  manner  in 
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Tvirlch  be  brought  his  column  into  action,  I give  my 
best  thanks. 

The  hon.  lieutenant  colonel -Mull  ins,  deserved  eve- 
ry approbation  for  the  excellent  order  in  which  he 
led  that  part  of  the  right  brigade  under  his  imme- 
diate command,  while  charging  the  enemy  in  line. 

Mnj  >r  Jones,  commanding  the  light  brigade,  tne- 
r :s  my  best  acknowledgments,  for  the  active  and 
skilful  dispositions  by  which  he  covered  the  mov- 
■tems  of  the  army. 

Tiie  distinguished  gallantry  of  cr.ptain  De  Jinthe 
95th  light  inifWry,  has  been  particularly  reported 
to  me,  a id  l bag  to  record  my  own  knowledge  of 
si  . ifor  conduct  on  former  oocasions. 

T j major  Faiince,  4th  regiment,  for  the  manner, 
la  -inch  he  gained  and  turned  the  enemy’s  left,  m 
w :il  as  for  the  excellent  discipline  maintained  in  that- 
regiment,  every  particular  praise  is  due. 

Tiie  exertions  of  nv  jor  Gubbins,  commanding  the 
85td  l.ght  infantry;  and  of  major  Kenny,  command- 
ing the  dght  companies,  -ere  highly  commendable. 

Captain  Mitchell,  commanding  the  royal  artillery  ; 
captain  Carmichael,  a meritorious  officer  of  that 
corps,  and  lieutenant  Lawrence,  of  the  marine  arti! 
le.  w .*e  entitle*!  to  my  best  thanks  ; as  u captain 
Bf:-n;uiu*d,  commanding  voval  engineers,  for  the  abi- 
lit  •> ; e displayed  in  his  particular  branch  of  service. 

To  > ;ir..  mint  Evans,  3d  dragoons,  acting  -deputy 
qu;,ru.v  muster  general  to  this  army,  for  the  unre- 
mitting ^eal,  activity,  and  perfect  intelligence  which 
he  evinced  in  the  discharge  of  the  various  and  dif- 
ficult duties  of  his  department,  I feel  warmly  in- 
debted, and  1 beg  to  solicit,  through  your  lordship, 
a promotion  suitable  to  the  high  professional  merits 
of  this  officer. 

Cap  tarn  ivhcdougall,  aid-de-camp  to  the  late  ge- 
neral Hess  (and.  who  Ins  acted  as  assistant  adjt.  gen. 
in  the  absence  of  m-jo?  Debieg  through  indisposi- 


tion,) is  th 
been 

in  mine,  wm  oe  touna  perfectly  capable  or  g 
vour  lordship  any  further  information  relative  to  the 
oper  'Lions  of  this  army  which  you  may  require;  he 
is  an  officer  of  great  merit  and  promise;  and  I beg 
to  recommend  him  to  your  lordship’s  protection. 

I have  the  honor  to  lie,  &:c. 

ARTHUR  BROOKE,  colonel  commanding. 
-Be: urn  of  killed  and  -wounded  in  the  action  with  the 
enemy,  neat'  Baltimore,  ■»>  the  12th  September , 1814. 
Geiic.rai  Staff—  1 major-general,  2 horses  killed, 

1 ho;  - ’ wounded. 

R y d artillery — 6 rank  and  file  wounded. 

Royal  marine  artillery— 1 rank  and  file  killed,  3 do 

wounded. 

4th  regiment,  1st  battaliion— 1 sergeant,  1 rank 
and  file  wounded— 3 sergeants,  10  rank  and  file 
wounded. 

21s:.  regiment,  1st  battalion— 1 subaltern,  1 sergt 

9 rank  and  file  killed;  1 captain,  1 subaltern,  2 ser- 
geants, 77  rink  and  file  wounded. 

0 44th  regt.  1st  battle— 11  rank  and  file  killed; 

2 captains,  3 subalterns,  5 sergeants,  78  rank  and 
me  wounded. 

SSth  light  infantry— 3 rank  and  file  killed;  2 capt«. 

1 subaltern,  26  rank  and  file  wounded. 

Royal  njarifies,  2d  batt. — 4 rank  and  file  killed 

10  rank  and  file  wounded. 

Royal  marines,  3d  batt.—' 2 rank  and  file  killed-  1 
sergeant,  9 rank  and  file  wounded. 

Detachments  of  royal  marines  from  the  ships,  at- 
tached to  the  2d  battalion— 2 rank  and  file  killed;  1 
do  wounded. 

l)etachme"ts  of  royal  marines  un.ler  the  command 

“d k‘u*i 1 » 


Total — 1 general  staff,  1 subaltern,  2 sergeants,  oS 
rank  and  file  killed;  7 captains,  4 subalterns,  11  ser- 
geants, 229  rank  and  file  wounded. 

A'ames  of  officers  killed  and  wounded. 

K i u.kd— General  staff—  mn  j.  general  Robert  EorfS. 
21st  Fusileers — lien t.  Gracie. 

■\VouNnian — 21st  Fusileers — brevet  maj.  Kenny, 
slightly,  lieut.  Leavocq,  severely. 

44 til  regt.— brevet  major  Croke,  slightly;  captain 
II  Greenshields,  dangerously  (since  dead)  rapt.  G. 
Ilill,  lieut.  U.  Cruice,  ensign  J.  White,  severely. 

85th  light  infantry — capts.  W.  P.  Dc  Bathe  and 
J.  1)  Hicks,  lieut.  G.  Well il'gs,  slightly. 

Roval  marines— captain  John  R ! : s,  severely. 
(Sign’d)  HENRY  DEBIEG, 

Map  A.  D A.  A.  gen  ml 
Admiralty  Office , Oct.  37- 
Captain  Crofton,  acting  captain  of  1ms  majesty’s  ship 
the  Royal  Ouk,  arrived  this  morning  at  this  office 
with  despatches  from  vice  admiral  the  hon.  sir 
Alexander  O+chrane,  K.  B.  addressed  to  John 
Wilson  Croker,  Esg  of  which  the  following  are 
copies: — 

If.  Jt!  ship  Tonnatit,  Chesapeake,  Sept.  17. 
Siu — I request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform 
my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  that  the 
approaching  equinoctial  new  moon  rendering  it  un- 
safe te  proceed  immediately  out  of  the  Chesapeake 
with  the  combined  expedition,  to  act  upon  the 
plans  which  had  been  .concerted  previous  to  the 
departure  of  the  Jphigenia;  map  gen.  Ross  and 
myself  resolved  to  occupy  the  intermediate  time  t.j 
advantage,  by  making  a demonstration  on  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  which  might  be  converted  into  areal  at- 
tack, should  circumstances  appear  to  justify  it;  anil 
as  our  arrangements  were  soon  made,  I proceeded 
up  this  river,1*  and  anchor'd  off  the  mouth  of  the  Fa- 
ndisposi-j  tapsco,  on  the  11th  inst.  where  the  frigates  and  sninh- 
i/l  It...  f-ntered.  at  a convenient  distance  for  lanU 


io  absence  jf  m-jo?  Uelueg  through  intHsposi-i  tapeco,  on  the  llt-n  inst.  where  the  frigates  a 
) is  the  bearer  of  these  dispatches,  and  having  lev  vessels  entered,  at  a convenient  distance 
in  the  confidence  of  general  Ross,  as  well  as  ing  the  troops. 

ine,  will  be  found  perfectly  capable  of  giving  At  an  early  hour  the  next  morning,  the  d 


an  early  hour  the  npxt  morning,  the  disembar- 
kation-of  the  army  wras  effected  without  opposition, 
having  attached  >to  it  a brigade  of  COO  seamen  unde* 
captain  Edward  Crofion  (bite  of  the  Leopr.nl;)  the 
second  battalion  of  marines  of  the  squadron,  and  the 
colonial  black  marines.  Rear  admiral  Cock  burn  ac- 
companied the  general,  to  .-advise  and  arrange  as 
might  be  deemed  necessary  for  our  combined  efforts. 

So  soon,  as  the  army  moved  forward  I hoisted  my 
flag  in  the  Surprizo,  and  whh  the  remainder  of  the 
frigate*,  bombs,  sloops,  and  the  rocket -ships,  passed 
farther  up  the  river,  to  render  what  co-operation 
could  be  found  practicable. 

White  the  bomb-vessels  were  working  up,  in  order 
tfokt  we  might  open  our  fire  upon  the  enemy's  fort  at 
day  break  next  morning,  an  account  was  brought  to  ■ 
me,  that  general  Ross,  w hen  recor.iioitering  the  ene- 
my* had  received  a mortal  wound  by  a musket  ball, 
which  closed  his  glorious  career,  before  he  could  be 
brought  oft  to  the  ship. 

It  is  a tribute  due  to  the  memory  of  this  gallant 
and  respected  officer,  to  pause  in  my  relation, 
while  I lament  the  loss  that  .his' majesty's  service 
and  -the  army  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  bright- 
est ornaments,  have  sustained  by  lus  death. - 

The  unanimity,  the  zeal  which  he  manifested  on 
every  occasion,  .while  J had  the  honor  of  serving 
with  him,  gave  life  and  ease  to  the  most  arduous  un- 
dertakings.— Too  heedless  of  his  personal  security 
when  in  the  field,  lus  devotion  to  the  care  and  ho- 
nor of  bis  army  lias  caused  the  termination  of  bis 
valuable  life.  The  major-general  has  left  a wife  and 
family  for  whom  I am  confident  his  grateful  coun- 
try will  provide.  _ 

2k 


♦What  riverS  the  river  WesQQevketi 
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The  skirmish  which  had  deprived  the  army  of  its 
brave  general  was  a prelude  to  a most  decisive  vic- 
tory over  the  flower  of  the  enemy’s  troops.  Colonel 
Brook,  oil  whom  the  command  devolved,  having 
pushed  forward  our  force  to  within  five  miles  of 
Baltimore,  where  the  enemy  about  six  or  seven  thou- 
sand, had  taken  up  an  advanced  position,  strength- 
ened by  field  pieces,  and  where  lie  had  disposed 
himself,  apparently  with  Hie  intention  of  making  a 
determined  resistance,  fell  upon  the  enemy  with 
such  impetuosity  that  he  was  obliged  soon  to  give 
way,  and  fly  in  every  direction  leaving  on  the  field 
of  buttle  a considerable  number  of  killed  and 
wounded,  and  two  pieces  of  cannon. 

For  the  particulars  of  this  brilliant  affair,  I beg 
leave  to  refer  their  lordships  to  rear-admiral  Cock- 
burn’s  dispatch,  transmitted  herewith. 

At  day  break  the  next  morning,  the  bombs  hav- 
ing their  stations  within  shell  range,  supported  by 
the  Surprise,  with  the  other  frigates  and  sloops, 
opened  their  fire  upon  the  fort  that  protected  the 
entrance  ot  the  harbor,  and  1 had  now  an  opportu- 
nity of  observing  the  strength  and  the  preparations 
of  the  enemy. 

The  approach  to  the  town  on  the  land  side  waS 
defended  by  commanding  heights,  upon  which  was 
constructed  a chain  of  redoubts  connected  by  a 
breast  work,  with  a ditch  in  front,  an  extensive 
train  of  artillery*  and  show  of  force  that  was  re- 
ported to  be  from  15  to  20,000  men. 

The  entrance  by  sea,  within  which  the  town  is 
retired  nearly  three  miles,  was  entirely  obscured 
by  a barrier  of  vessels  sunk  at  the  month  of  the  har- 
bor, defended  inside  by  gun  boats,  flanked  on  the 
right  by  a strong  and  regular  fortification,  and  on 
the  left  by  a battery  of  several  heavy  guns. 

These  preparations  rendering  it  impracticable  to 
afford  any  essential  co-operation  by  sea,  I considei- 
ed  that  an  attack  on  the  enemy’s  strong  position  by 
the  army  only,  with  such  disparity  of  force,  though 
confident  of  success,  might  risk  a greater  loss  than 
the  possession  of  the  town  would  compensate  for, 
while  holding  in  view  the  ulterior  operations  of  this 
force  in  the  contemplation  of  his  majesty’s  govern- 
ment; and,  therefore  as  the  primary  object  of  our 
movement  had  been  already  fully  accomplished,  1 
communicated  my  observations  to  col.  Brook,  who 
coinciding  with  me  in  opinion,  it  was  mutually  a- 
greed  that  we  should  withdraw. 

The  following  morning  the  army  began  leisurely 
to  retire;  and  so  salutary-  was  the  effect  produced 
on  the  enemy  by  the  defeat  lie  had  experienced,  that 
notwithstanding  every  opportunity  was  offered  for 
his  repeating  the  conflict,  with  an  infinite  superior- 
ity, our  troops  fa-embarked  without  molestation; 
the  ships  of  war  dropped  down  as  the  army  retired. 

The  result  of  this  demonstration  has  been  the  de- 
feat of  the  army  of  the  enemy,  the  destruction,  bv 
themselves,  of  a quantity  of  shipping,  the  burning  <«fi 
an  extensive  rope-walk,  and  other  public  erections, 
the  causing  of  them  to  remove  their  property  from 
the  city,  and  above  all,  the  collecting  and  harrassing 
of  his  armed  inhabitants  from  the  surrounding  coun- 
try ; producing  a total  stagnation  of  their  commerce ; 
and  heaping  upon  them  considerable  expenses,  at  the 
came  time  effectually  drawing  off  their  attention  and 
support  from  other  important  quarters. 

It  has  been  the  source  of  the  greatest  gratification 
to  me,  the  continuation  of  that  unanimity  existing 
between  the  two  services,  which  1 have  before  notic- 
ed to  their  lordships : and  I have  reason  to  assure 
them,  that  the  command  of  the  army  has  fallen  up- 
on a most  zealous  and  able  officer  in  colonel  Brook, 
f'too  has  followed  up  the  system  of  cordiality  that 


had  been  so  beneficially  adopted  by  his  much  la- 
mented chief. 

Bear  admiral  Cockburn,  to  whom  I had  confided 
that  part  of  the  naval  service  which  was  connected 
with  the  army,  evinced,  his  usual  zeal  and  ability, 
and  executed  his  important  trust  to  my  entire  satis- 
faction. 

Bear  admiral  Malcolm,  who  regulated  the  collec- 
tion, debarkation  and  re  embarkation  of  the  troops, 
and  the  supplies  they  required,  has  merited  my 
best  thanks  for  his  indefatigable  exertions ; and  I 
have  to  express  my  acknowledgments  for  the  coun- 
sel and  assistance  afforded  us  in  all  our  operations, 

I have  received  from  rear  admiral  Codrington,  the 
captain  of  the  fleet. 

The  captains  of  the  squadron  who  were  employ- 
ed in  the  various  duties  afloat,  were  all  emulous  to 
promote  the  service  in  which  they  were  engaged, 
and,  with  the  officers  acting  under  them,  are  enti- 
tled to  my  fullest  approbation. 

I beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  their  lordships 
to  the  report  rear  admiral  Cockburn  has  made 
of  the  meritorious  and  gallant  conduct  of  the  na- 
val brigade ; as  well  as  the  accompanying  letter 
from  colonel  Brook,  expressing  his  obligations  to 
captain  Edward  Crofton,  who  commanded,  ami  cap- 
tains T.  B.  Sullivan,  Rowland,  Money,  and  Robert 
Ramsay,  who  had  charge  of  divisions  ; and  I have 
to  recommend  these  officers,  together  with  those 
who  are  particularly  noticed  by  the  rear  admiral,  to 
their  lordships  favorable  consideration. 

Captain  Robyns  of  the  royal  marines,  who  com- 
manded. the  marines  of  the  squadron  on  this  occa- 
sion, and  in  the  operations  against  Washington,  be- 
ing severely  wounded,  I beg  leave  to  bring  him  to 
their  lordships  recolleetion,  as  having  been  frequent- 
ly noticed  for  his  gallant  conduct  during  the  servic- 
es on  the  Chesapeake,  and  to  recommend  him,  with 
lieutenant  Sampson  Marshall,  of  the  Diadem,  who  is 
dangerously  wounded,  to  their  lordships  favor  and 
proiection. 

First  lieutenant  John  Lawrence,  of  the  royal  ma- 
rine artillery,  who  commanded  the  rocket  brigade, 
has  again  rendered  essential  service,  and  is  highly 
spoken  of  by  colonel  Brook. 

Captain  Edward  Crofton,  who  will  have  the  honor 
of  delivering  this  dispatch,  is  competent  to  explain 
any  further  particulars  ; and  I beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend him  to  their  lordships  protection,  as  a most 
zealous  and  intelligent  officer. 

I have  the  hoiior  to  be,  &c. 

ALEX.  COCHRANE, 

Vice  admiral,  and  commander  in  chief. 

To  John  Wilson  Croker,  &c. 

HEM  AUKS  OX  THE  PKECEmXG. 

We  shall  not  notice  all  the  falshoods  in  those  ac- 
counts. It  would  occupy  too  much  room,  and  might 
have  the  appearance  of  incivility  to  go  from  para- 
graph to  paragraph,  and  say  that  each  contained  an 
untruth.  The  following  are  some  of  the  mammoths 
that  tower  over  the  lesser  misresprentations. 

Jt  is  false,  that  we  had  entrenched  ourselves  quite 
across  the  neck  of  land,  three  miles  from  North 
Point.  [See  Brook’s  letter,  3d  paragraph.]  Some 
works  at  this  place  had  been  just  begun;  but  there 
were  no  soldiers  within  two  miles  of  it,  except  a few 
dragoons  on  the  look-out.  The  advance  of  our  corps 
was  at  the  spot  where  Ross  was  killed. 

It  is  false,  that  we  had  6000  men,  [see  9th  para- 
graph.] The  whole  force  under  brig  gen.  Strieker 
was  only  3185*  men,  infantry,  artillery  and  cavalry, 
of  these  not  more  than  1500  were  actually  engaged. 
There  were  no  other  troops  than  Sticker’s  that  went 

*Frqm  tiie  morning  reports  of  the  several  corps . 
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to  rr»eet’the  enemy;  and  of  these,  through  the  dis- 
orderly conduct  of  the  51st  regt.  many  had  no 
trhance  to  fire  a gun  at  him. 

It  is  false,  that  we  lost  from  5 to  600  men  in  killed 
and  wounded,  or  that  “it  is  a moderate  computation” 
\ye  “were  at  least  1000  hors  de  combat.”  We  had 
24  killed,  139  wounded,  and  50  prisoners— total 
513.  Of  the  -wounded,  26  were  made  prisoners  and 
parollcd.  The  5th  regiment  represented  to  “be 
nearly  annihilated,”  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing 
lost  less  than  80  men  out  of  550.  So  much  for  pa- 
ragraph the  12th. 

It  is  false  that  col.  Brook  carried  away  “about  200 
prisoners”  [sec  paragraph  21.]  lie  had  exactly  49 
and  no  more.  This  is  wantonly  erroneous. 

It  is  false  that  the  enemy  had  only  39  killed.  The 
precise  number  we  shall  never  know  perhaps,  but 
from  the  number  we  buried,  it  must  have  been  much 
greater.  The  enemy  himself  buried  many. 

It  is  false  that,  we  lost  two  pieces  of  cannon;  one| 
only  was  lost  (a  4 pounder,)  and  that  by  the  running 
away  of  the  horses. 

It  is  false  that  col.  Brook  took  off  all  his  own 
men — we  picked  up  several  stagglers. 

The  admiral's  letter,  though  less  abundant  in 
downright  falshood  than  the  colonel's,  is  equally  cal- 
culated to  lead  into  error.  A man  may  speak  false 
ly  in  the  words  of  truth.  He  lays  great  stress  on  the 
“sunken  vessels  in  the  harbor,”  and  implies  that 
they  kept  hint  from  approaching  the  fort,  which  they 
did  not  ; it  was  our  cannon  that  prevented  him.  He 
says  nothing  more  of  the  bombardment  than  that  a 
“fire  was  opened  !”  He  does  not  tell  that  it  lasted 
from  sunrise  on  the  13th  to  7 o’clock,  A.  M on  the 
14th,  during  which  he  threw  from  15  to  1800  great 
bombs,  weighing  about  200lbs.  each,  with  some 
round  shot  and  rockets — lie  does  not  say  that  when- 
ever he  got  within  reach  of  our  guns  he  was  driven 
off  with  precipitation,  nor  tell  the  failure  of  his 
night  attack — he  gives  us  no  list  o!  killed  or  wound- 
ed, though  the  screams  of  his  people  were  heard  to 
the  shore.  He  tells  one  truth,  that  we  “burnt  a rope- 
walk”— but  all  the  rest  about  shipping  destroyed 
or  public  buildings  burnt,  is  false. 

Such  are  “liniTisu  officials  ! ! !” 
ffj^The  entire  force  collected  for  the  defence  of 
Baltimore,  and  stationed  in  the  forts,  batteries  and 
gun  vessels,  entrenched  or  in  the  field,  was  less  than 
15,000  men.  The  British  force  was  not  much  less. 
It  is  true,  they  could  not  properly  have  divested 
their  snips  of  all  their  men  ; but  might  have  done 
it  with  as  much  propriety  as  we  could  have  divested 
our  forts  and  batteries  of  those  who  fought  them, 
or  who  stood  ready  to  support  them,  in  case  of  a I 
landing  being  made. 

List  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  third  brigade,  at 
the  late  engagement  at  Long  Log  Lane,  September 
12,  1814. Communicated  to  the  editor  of  the  Re- 

gister by  major  Fra i ley. 

Captain  JWonlgomery's  Artillery. 

Wounded — Jos.  U.  Brookes,  2d  lieutenant,  1 ser- ! 
geant  and  12  privates,  one  since  dead. 

5th  regiment  infantry. 

Killed — 6 privates. 

Wounded — captain  Stewart,  lieutenant  Reese,  11 
sergeant,  2 corporals  and  40  privates. 

2 7th  regiment  infantry. 

Killed — Adjutant  Jas.  L.  Donaldson  and  8 pri- 
vates. 

Wounded— Major  Moore,  2 sergeants,  2 corporals 
and  41  privates. 

39 th  regiment  infantry. 

Killed — 3 privates. 

Wounded— Captain  Quarttril,  2 corporals  and  20 

privates. 


51st  regiment  infantry. 

Killed — 3 privates. 

Wounded — Ensign  Kirby  and  3 privates. 

Jlife  battalion. 

Killed — lieutenant  Andre  and  2 privates. 

Wounded — 2 sergeants  and  5 privates. 

HECAPITULATIOX. 

Killed— 1 adjutant,  1 subaltern  and  22  privates. 

Wounded— 1 major,  2 captains,  3 subalterns,  12 
non.com.  officers  and  121  privates. 

Made  prisoners— 1 subaltern,  49  non.  com.  officers 
and  privates. Total  213. 

The  recapitulation  contains  the  aggregate  of  pri- 
soners taken  by  the  enemy,  excepting  those  paroled 
at  the  meeting  bouse,  included  in  the  wounded.  I 
am  unable  at  present  to  state  to  what  regiments  thev 
were  attached.  As  the  honorable  colonel  Brook  has 
vied  with  his  compatriots  in  falsifying  an  official  re- 
port, I beg  you  will  favor  tiie  public  with  this  ac- 
count in  any  form  you  please.  1 pledge  myself  for 
its  correctness.  Yours  respectfully, 

L.  FRAILEY,  late  brig,  rr.aj. 

3d  brigade  M.  M. 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  JVovember  30. — The  senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  following  report,  made 
on  the  28th  by  Mr.  Tait  from  a committee  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  subject,  which  terminates  with 
the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  it  inexpedient  to  authorise  by  law 
the  appointment  of  officers  above  the  grade  of  cap- 
tain in  the  navy  of  the  United  Stases. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  1o 
make  any  provision  for  conferring  naval  rank  by 
brevet. 

The  first  of  these  resolutions  was  agreed  to  and 
referred  to  the  committee  to  report  a bill  accord- 
ingly; and  the  second  resolve  was  postponed  to  the 
first  Monday  in  January  next. 

HOUSE  OF  RKl’KKS  EXTATIVKS. 

Friday  J\ov.  25. — After  some  other  business,  the 
bank  bill  again  occurring,  and  great  diversity  of  sen- 
timent still  appearing  on  several  points,  the"  subject 
was  lefered  to  a select  committee,  and  the  house 
went  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  tax  bills. 
Before  they  were  wholly  gone  through,  the  commit- 
tee rose  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  J\ov.  26.  The  house  in  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  tax  bills.  An  amendment  was  made 
therein  by  striking  out  twenty  cents  per  gallon,  as 
the  duty  on  spirits  distilled,  and  insert \v\g fifteen, 
with  which,  however,  the  house  refused  to  concur — 
78  to  72. 

Five  or  six  other  amendments  were  proposed,  which 
were  rejected  by  large  majorities,  and  t he  bill  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

Aland  ay,  jYov.  28.  Mr.  Lowndes,  of  S.  C/from  the 
select  committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  bill 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee had  had  said  bill  under  consideration,  but  not 
having  been  able  to  discover  any  means  of  uniting 
the  conflicting  opinions  on  the  subject,  had  therefore 
directed  him  to  report  the  bill  without  amendment. 
Mr.  L.  also  laid  before  the  house  a letter  obtained 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  by  the  committee, 
on  the  subject  of  the  amendments  made  to  the  bank. 

bill. 

[This  letter  was  read.  It  is  written  with  remarka- 
ble frankness,  and  expresses  a decided  disapproba- 
tion of  the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  proposed  by  the 
amendments  made  tQ  the  bill  The  house  not  having 
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ordered  it  to  be  printed— after  a great  deal  of  sp  • * 
ing,  moving  and  voting,  the  business  ended  in 
fusing  to  give  the  bill  a third  reading— or  in  other 
words,  it  was  rejected.  For  the  third  reading  45 

against,  it  107.] 

Tuesday , Nov.  29.  This  was  a busy  day.  Mr. 
Johnson  from  the  committee  for  the  purpose,  report- 
ed on  the  causes  of  the  success  of  the  invasion  of 
Washington  City — which,  with  some  of  the  accom- 
panying documents  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  rl  bpy 
will  make  a volume.  After  some  debate  on  the 
propriety  of  immediately  printing  the  following 
correspondence,  it  was  ordered  to  be  done : 

Washington,  November  27 , 1814. 
Sin — The  committee  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, to  which  the  bank  bill  was  re-committed  on 
Friday  last,  have  directed  me  to  request  you  to 
Communicate  vour  opinion  in  relation  to  tlire  effect 
which  n considerable  issue  of  treasury  notes  (to 
which  should  be  attached  the  quality  of  being  re- 
ceivable in  subscriptions  to  the  bank)  might  have 
upon  the  credit  of  the  government  and  particularly 
upon  the  prospects  of  a lotin  for  1815. 

As  the  bill,  as  it  was  referred  to  the  committee, 
provides  for  the  subscription  of  44  millions  of  trea- 
sury notes  to  form  with  six  millions  of  specie  the 
capital  of  the  bank,  any  information  which  you  may 
think  propel*  to  give,  either  in  relation  to  the  practi- 
cability of  getting  them  into  circulation  without  de- 
preciation, or  in  regard  to  their  operation  on  any 
part  of  our  fiscal  system  afterwards,  will  be  very  ac- 
ceptable. 

I am,  sir,  very  tespectfully,  your  obedient  servt. 

WM.  LOWNDES. 

To  the  Honorable 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Treasury  JJepartirienf,  Nov.  27,  1814. 
Sin — I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter,  requesting  for  a committee  of 
the  house  of  representatives  an  opinion  upon  the  fol- 
lowing inquiries: 

1 . The  effect  which  a considerable  issue  6f  treasury 
notes,  with  the  quality  of  being  receivable  in  6ub-‘ 
scriptions  to  a nationaPbank,  will  have  upon  the 
credit  of  the  government;  and  particularly,  upon 
. the  prosjiects  of  a loan  for  1815? 

% The  practicability  of  getting  forty-four  millions 
of  treasury  notes  (forming  with  six  millions  of 
specie,  the  capital  for  a national  bank)  into  cir- 
culation, without  depreciation  ? 

The  enquiries  of  the  committee  cannot  be  satis- 
factorily answered  in  the  abstract;  but  must  be  con- 
sidered in  connection  with  the  state  of  our  finances, 
and  the  stale  of  the  public  credit. 

When  I arrived  at  Washington,  the  Treasury  was- 
suffering  under  every  kind  of  embarrassment.  The 
demands  upon  it  were  great  in  amount,  while  the 
means  to  satisfy  them  were  comparatively  small; 
precarious  in  the  collection,  and  difficult  in  the  ap- 
plication. The  demands  consisted  of  dividends  up- 
on old  and  new  funded  debt,  of  treasury  notes,  and 
of  legislative  appropriations  for  the  army,  the  navy, 
and  the  current  service — all  urgent  and  important. 
The  means  consisted:— First,  of  the  fragment  of  an 
authority  to  borrow  money,  when  nobody  was  dis- 
posed to  lend,  and  to  issue  treasury  notes  which 
none  but  necessitous  creditors,  or  contractors  in  dis- 
tress, or  commissaries,  quarter-masters  and  navy 
agents,  acting  as  it  were  officially,  seemed  willing 
to  accept: — Second,  of  the  amount  of  bank  credits 
scattered  throughout  the  United  State,  and  princi- 
pally in  the  southern  and  western  banks,  which 
have  been  rendered  in  a degree  useless,  by  the  stop- 
page of  pa\  men  is  in  specie,  and  the  consequent 


p.-.*cticabilny  of  transferring  the  public  funds  from 
one  place,  to  meet  the  public  engagements  in  another 
place:  And,  third,  of  the  current  supply  of  money 
from  the  imposts,  from  internal  duties,  and  from  the 
sales  of  public  land,  which  ceased,  to  be  a foundation 
of  any  rational  estimate,  or  reserve,  to  provide  even 
for  the  dividends  on  the  funded  debt,  when  it  was 
found  that  the  treasury  notes  (only  requiring,  in- 
deed, a cash  payment  at  the  distance  of  a year)  to 
whomsoever  they  were  issued  at  the  treasury,  and 
almost  as  soon  as  they  were  issued,  reached  the 
hands  of  the  collectors,  in  payments  of  debts,  duties 
and  taxes;  thus  disappointing  *nd  defeating  the  on- 
ly remaining  expectation  of  productive  revenue. 

Under  these  circumstance*  (which  I had  the  ho- 
nor to  communicate  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,)  it  became  the  duty  of  this  department  to 
endeavor  to  remove  the  immediate  pressure  from 
tie  treasury;  to  endeavor  to  restore  the  public  credit; 
and  to  endeavor  to  provide  for  the  expences  of  the 
ensuing  year.  The  only  measures  that  occurred  to 
my  mind,  for  the  accomplishment  of  such  impor- 
tant  objects,  have  been  presented  to  the  view  of  con- 
gress. The  act  authorising  the  receipt  of  treasury 
notes  in  payment  of  subscriptions  to  a public  loan, 
was  passed,  I fear,  too  late  to  answer  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  designed.  It  promises  at  this  time 
little  relief,  either  as  an  instrument  to  make  money, 
or  to  absorb  the  claims  for  treasury  notes,  which 
arr  daily  becoming  due.  From  this  cause,  and  from 
other  obvious  causes,  the  dividend  on  the  funded 
deifc  has  not  been  punctually  paid;  a large  amount  of 
treasuiy  notes  have  already  beam  dishonored,  and 
the  hope  of  preventing  further  injury  .and  reproach, 
ia  transacting  the  business  of  t!|#  treasury,  is  too 
visionary  to  afford  a moment’s  consolation. 

The  actual  condition  of  the  treasury,  thus  des- 
cribed, will  serve  to  indicate  the  state  of  the  public 
credit.  Public  credit  depends  essentially  upon 
public  opinion.  The  usual  test  of  public  credit  is, 
indeed  the  value  of  the  public  debt.  The  faculty 
of  borrowing  money  ig  not  a test  of  public  credits 
for  » faithless  government,  like  a desperate  indivi- 
dual, has  only  to  increase  the  premium,  according 
to  the  exigency,  in  order  to  secure  a loan.  Thus 
public  opinion,  manifested  in  every  form,  and  in 
every  direction,  hardly  permit  us,  at  the  present 
juncture,  to  speak  of  the  existence  of  public  credit; 
and  yet,  it  is  not  impossible  that  the  government, 
in  the  resources  of  its  patronage  and  its  pledges, 
might  ’find  the  means  of  tempting  the  rich  and  the 
avaricious  to  supply  its  immediate  wants.  But  when 
the  wants  of  to-day  are  supplied,  what  is  the  new 
expedient,  that  shall  supply  the  wants  of  to-mor- 
row?  If  it  is  now  a charter  of  incorporation,  it 
may  then  be  a grant  of  land;  but,  after  all,  the  im- 
measurable tracts  of  the  western  wild,  would  be  ex- 
hausted in  successive  efforts  lo  obtain  pecuniary*  aids 
and  still  leave  the  government  necessitous,  unless 
the  foundations  of  public  credit  were  re-established 
and  maintained.  In  the  measures,  tlierefore,  which 
it  has  been  my  duty  to  suggest,  I have  endeavored 
to  introduce  a permament  plan  for  reviving  the  pub- 
lic credit;  of  which  the  facility  of  borrowing  money 
in  anticipation  of  settled  and  productive  revenues, 
is  only  an  incident,  although  it  is  an  incident  as  du- 
rable as  the  plan  itself.  The  outline  seemed  to  em- 
brace whatever  was  requisite,  to  leave  no  doubt  up- 
on the  power  and  the  disposition  of  the  government, 
in  relation  to  its  pecuniary  engagements;  to  diminish, 
and  not  to  augment  the  amount  of  the  public  debt 
in  the  hands  of  individuals,  and  to  create  general 
confidence,  rather  by  the  manner  of  treating  the 
claims  of  the  present  class  of  creditors,  than  by  the 
manner  of  ceqcilratjng  the  favor  cf  a new  class.,  ' 
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With  these  explanatory  remarks,  sir,  1 proceed 
to  answer,  specially,  the  questions  which  you  have 
proposed.  _ 

*?I.  I am  of  opinion,  that  a considerable  issue  ot 
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bank,  after  arts  had  been  employed  trt  (lepreciat 
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treasury  notes,  with  the  quality  of  being  receivable 
in  subscriptions  to  a national  bank,  will  have  an  inju- 
rious effect  upon  the  credit  of  the  government,  ami 
also  upon  the  prospects  of  a loan  for  1815. 

Because,  it  will  confer,  gratuitously,  an  advan- 
tage upon  a class  of  netv  creditors,  over  the  present 
creditors  of  the  government  standing  on  a moling  of 
at  least  equal  merit. 

Because,  it  will  excite  gjen<?ral  dissatisfaction 
among  the  present  holders  of  the  public  debt ; and 
general  distrust  among  the  capitalists,  who  are  ac- 
customed to  advance  their  money  to  the  government. 

Because,  a quality  of  subscribing  to  the  national 
bank  attached  to  treasury  notes  exclusively,  will 
tend  to  depreciate  the  value  of  all  public  debt  not 
possessing  that  quality;  and  whatever  depreciates 
the  value  of  the  public  debt,  in  this  way,  must  ne- 
cessarily impair  the  public  credit. 

Because,  the  specie  capital  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  so  far  as  it  may  be  deemed  applica- 
ble to  investsments  in  the  public  stocks,  lias  already, 
in  a great  measure,  been  so  vested ; the  holders  of 
the  present  debt  will  be  unable  to  become  subscrib- 
ers to  the  bank  (if  that  object  should,  eventually. 
prove  desirable)  without  selling  their  stock  at  a de- 
preciated rate,  in  order  to  procure  the  whole  amount 
of  their  subscriptions  in  treasury  notes ; and  a gene- 
ral depression  in  the  value  of  the  public  debt  will 
inevitably  ensue. 

Because,  the  very  proposition  of  making  a consi- 
derable issue  of  treasury  notes,  even  with  the  quali- 
ty of  being  subscribed  t<o  a national  bank,  can  only 
be  regarded  as  an  experiment,  on  which  it  seems 
dangerous  to  rely ; the  treasury  notes  must  be  pur- 
chased at  par,  with  money ; a new  set  of  creditors 
are  to  be  created  ; it  may,  or  it  may  not,  be  deem- 
ed an  object  of  speculation  by  the  money  holders, 
to  subscribe  to  the  bank  ; the  result  of  the  experi- 
ment cannot  be  ascertained,  until  it  « ill  be  loo  late 
to  provide  a remedy  in  the  case  of  failure  ; while 
the  credit  of  the  government  will  be  affected,  by 
every  circumstance,  which  keeps  the  efficacy  of  its 
fiscal  operations  in  suspense  or.  doubt 


their  value. 

Because,  it  is  not  believed,  that  in  the  present 
state  of  the  public  credit,  44,000,000  of  treasury- 
notes  can  be  sent,  into  circulation.  The  only  differ- 
ence between  the  treasury  notes  now  issued,  and  dis- 
honored, consists  in  the  subsci  ib,.ble  quality;  but* 
asons  have  been  already  assigned  for  an  opinion, 
that  this  difference  does  not  afford  such  confidence 
in  the  experiment,  as  seems  requisite  to  justify  a 
reliance  upon  it,  far  accomplishing  some  of  the  most 
interesting  objects  of  the  government. 

1 must  beg  you,  sir,  to  pardon  the  haste  with 
which  I have  written  these  general  answers  to  youjf 
enquiries.  But  knowing  the  importance  of  time  t 
and  feeling  a desire  to  avoid  every  appearance  of 
contributing  to  the  loss  of  a moment,  1 have  chosen 
rather  to  rest  upon  the  intelligence  and  candor  of 
the  committee,  than  to  enter  upon  a more  labored 
investigation  of  the  subject  referedto  me. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  A.  J.  DALLAS. 


William  Lbwndes,  Esq.  Chairman,  cJc. 

[See  py.f, e 208  ] 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Fouetgx  tvf.ws. — The  despatch  vessel  Chauncey, 
has  arrived  at  New  York  from  Ostend,  which  she 
left  JSTov.  1,  and  brings  very  late  and  highly  impor- 
tant intelligence.  The  following  summary  with  the 
articles  below  inserted  at  length,  present  the  lead- 
ing features.  We  have  differed  a little  from  our 
usual  mode  of  separating  the  things  that  concern  us, 
immediately,  from  those  that  belong  to  Europe,  es- 
pecially, because  the  affairs  of  that  continent  may 
have  a powerful  effect  on  our  own. 

A passenger  in  the  Chauncey  verbally  states,  “that 
the  congress  at  Vienna  bad  broken  up — that  Great 
Britain  was  sending  80,000  men  to  Belgium — that 
another  continental  war  was  daily  expected — and 
that  it  was  probable  a peace  would  be  concluded  be- 
tween Great;  Britain  and  the  United  States.”  These 
general  statements  are  not  fully  supported  by  the 
details  given.  Lord  Hill  had  not  left.  England,  but 
was  expected  to  be  ordered  to  the  continent. 


News 

Because,  the  prospect  of  a loan  for  the  year  1815,  j0f  the  capture  of  Washington,  and  of  the  defeats 
ithout  the  aid  of  a bank,  is  faint  and  unpromising;  :lt  Baltimore,  l’lattsburg  and  on  Champlain,  had 


without 

except,  perhaps,  so  far  as  the  pledge  of  a specific  tax 
may  succeed ; and  then,  it  must  be  recollected,  that 
a considerable  supply  of  money  will  be  required,  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  war,  beyond  the  whole  a- 
mount  of  the  taxes  to  be  levied. 

Because,  if  the  loan  for  the  year  1815  be  made  to 
depend  upon  the  issue  of  treasury  n,otes,  subscribed 
to  the  national  bank,  it  will  probably  fail  for  the  rea- 
sons which  have  already  been  suggested  ; and  if  the 
loan  be  independent  of  that  operation,  a considera- 
ble issue  of  treasury  notes,  for  the  purpose  of  creat- 
ing a bank  capital,  must,  it  is  believed,  deprive  the 
government  of  every  chance  of  raising  money  in  any 
other  manner. 

II.  1 am  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  extremely  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impracticable,  to  get  44  millions  of 
treasury  notes  (forming,  with  6 millions  of  specie, 
the  capital  of  a national  bank)  into  circulation,  with 
or  wjthout  depreciation. 

Because,  if  the  subscription  to  the  bank  becomes 
an  object  of  speculation,  the  treasury  notes  wdl  pro- 
bably be  purchased  at  the  treasury  and  at  the  loan 
offices,  and  never  pass  into  circulation  at  all. 

Because,  whatever  portion  of  the  treasury  notes 


reached  London — the  three  latter  served  as  dampens 
to  the  former for  which  lord  Wellington , at  Paris,- 
prepared  a splendid  entertainment  inviting  all  the 
foreign  ministers,  8cc.  not  one  of  -whom  attended.  The 
Gothic  conduct  of  the  British  in  destroying  our  ca- 
pital, Ste.has  excited  an  universal  sentiment  of  hor- 
ror, except  among  those  who,  like  our  own  jacobins , 
have  no  rule  of  conduct  but  to  justify  whatsoever 
they  may  or  can  do.  The  “glorious  news”  of  the 
capture  of  Washington  was  translated  into  the 
French,  German,  and  Italian  languages,  and  many 
thousand  copies  sent  to  the  continent. 

Sir  E.  Pakenham  is  ordered  to  America  to  supply 
the  place  of  gen.  Ross— he  is  a lieutenant-general. 
“It  is  reported  that  sir  Geo.  I’revost  is  ordered 
home.”  A very  hot  press  took  place  on  the  Thames 
in  the  night  of  Oct.  3,  and  800  men  were  kidnapped 
—the  alledged  purpose  was  to  enable  the  admiralty 
to  man  certain  vessels  “to  chase  away  or  capture 
American  privateers,  which  are  Occasioning  such  ge- 
neral destruction  to  the  trade  !”  A London  paper  of 
Oct.  6,  says,  that  the  Wasp  in  her  affair  with  the 
Avon  did  not  lose  a man  [she  lost  two]  and  had  on* 
ly  one  wounded ; and  adds,  “she  has  since  sdnt  a 


might  pass  into  circulation,  would  be  speedily  with-  cartel  into  Plymouth,  with  a challenge  to  engage  a - n 
drawn,  by  the  speculators  in  the  subscription  to  the  1 two  brigs  in  fat  majesty's  service  /”'The  Chesabeako 
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frigate  had  arrived  with  800  prisoners,  who  were 
marched  to  Dartmouth.  We  notice  the  forwarding 
of  some  small  bodies  of  troops  to  America,  chiefly 
recruits  for  the  regiments  now  here.  The  expedi- 
tion that  sailed  from  Plymouth  (probably  about  000 
men)  nome  time  ago,  it  is  intimated  is  destined  for 
JVew  Orleans.  The  London  papers  complain  griev- 
ously that  American  privateers  have  been  fitted  out 
in  France.  Mr.  Crocker,  (secretaty  to  the  admiralty) 
has  gone  to  Paris  to  ascertain  the  facts  respecting 
them,  and  to  remonstrate  as  the  case  may  appear. 
Prevost’s  force  at  Platts  burg  is  acknowledged  at  14 
or  15,00  J men— his  loss  1000,  and  the  expence  of  the 
expedition  <£500,000  sterling.  Tiiey  feel  excessive- 
ly sore  at  his  defeat.  A French  paper  says  that  the 
English  are  to  occupy  the  Floridas  and  Louisiana, 
with  the  consent  of  Spain,  and  that  9000  Spanish 
troops  were  preparing  to  sail  for  America — north  or 
south  not  stated,  probably  for  the  Rio  del  Plata. 

Of  the  negotiation  at  Ghent  we  have  a great 
mass  of  paragraphs  and  repo  i s.  It  appears  certain 
that  the  negotiation  had  not  been  broken  off,  and  j 
that  our  commissioners  did  not  expect  to  return 


oth'  r powers  the  same  return,  as  France  has  made, 
to  the  Condition  of  1792 

From  what  we  can  learn,  it  would  be  highly  inju- 
dicious for  our  government  or  people  to  calculate  on 
any  advantages, to  result  to  our  interests,  from  events 
to  happen  across  the  Atlantic. 

Congress  at  Vienna. — The  various  reports  of 
things  belong, ng,  or  said  to  belong  to  the  affairs 
of  this  me  t ng  and  that  at  Ghent , would  fill  our 
sheet.  It  has  been  a sore  task  to  read  the  whole  to 
attempt  to  discover  truth — but  we  gather  only  a 
little.  It  is  ascertained  however  that  Talleyrand 
has  protested  “against  the  assemblage  of  troops  and 
against  the  partition  of  territory  propose  d by  Great 
Britain.”  It  is  also  stated  that  the  different  sove- 
reigns who  had  visited  Vienna  to  attend  the  con- 
gress had  retired,  leaving  their  ministers  to  proceed 
in  the  business.  There  is  considerable  talk  about 
maritime  rights,  and  we  trust  that  the  law  of  nations 
will  oe  fixed  at  this  assembly.  But  nothing  is  cer- 
’ a inly  known,  and  it  is  useless  to  fill  our  paper,  de- 
voted to  record,  with  the  speculations  of  individuals, 

VARIOUS  ARTICLES. 

The  London  Statesman  asks,  “ Is  it  quite  clear. 


home  this  winter.  They  are,  individually,  on  the  that  the  expedition  to  Washington  will  meet  uni 
best  terms  with  the  British  commissioners,  feasting  j versal  approbation  ? Is  il  certain,  that  the  destruc- 
and  treating  each  other  with  great  civility;  and  j tion  of  the  public  edifices  for  destruction-sake  alone, 
same  hope  may  be  indulged,  especially  it  the  con- j is  a legitimate  method  of  warfare  ?’*  The  editor 
gress  at  Vienna  shall  not  settle  a peace  for  Europe,  < compares  these  ravages  with  the  conduct  of  the  buc- 
that  .we  shall  iiave  one.  But  from  the  confused  ac-  j cancers  of  old — and  says,  “Willingly  could  we 
counts  it  is  impossible  to  gather  he  truth.  It  is  throw  a veil  of  obi  vion  over  our  transactions  at 


said,  that  the  Duke  Constantine  of  Russia,  brother  of 
the  emperor,  and  two  secretaries  of  legation,  have 
appeared  at  Ghent. 

The  following,  published  in  a Wilmington  (Del.) 
paper,  and  accepted  as  the  substance  of  letters 
from  Mr.  Bayard,  is  perhaps  mare  worthy  of  credit 
than  any  opinion  we  can  form  from  what  we  have 
seen  and  heard. 

We  understand  that  letters  were  received  in 
.town  yesterday,  dated  Ghent  the  26th  of  October. 

The  negociations  were  still  pending;  but  in  the 
opinion  of  our  commissioners,  with  views  on  the 
part  of  the  British  government,  exclusively  to  her 
own  purposes,  and  not  with  any  direct  intention  of 
making  peace  between  the  two  countries. 

England  was  anxious  to  see  the  campaign  closed 
in  this  country!  and  would  be  regulated  in  her  de- 
mands by  the  good  or  ill  fortune  which  should  at- 
tend her  prospects  lieie.  She  would  also  be  dis- 
posed to  wait  the  issue  of  the  congress  at  Vienna, 
before  she  would  close  the  negociation  one  way  or 
the  other. 

Oijr  commissioners  did  not  expect  to  return  be- 
fore spring. 

There  was  a great  probability  that  there  would 
be  a conflict  between  France  and  England  for  the 
Netherlands.  , 

The  National  Intelligencer  of  Wednesday  last 
says — “We  are  sorry  we  cannot  gratify  our  readers 
to  day  with  any  statement  of  the  contents  of  the  des- 
patches just  received  from  Ghent,  which  have  not 
yet  transpired. 

We  have  be^n  favored,  however,  with  the  perusal 
of  a private  let  ter  from  one  of  our  ministers,  dated 
the  25th  ult.  which  speaks  with  uncertainty  of  the 


W ishiugton.  The  Cossacks  spared  Paris , but  ive 
spared  not  the  Capitol  of  America.1*  He  condemns 
the  ministerial  papers  for  justifying  the  conduct  of 
general  Ross,  &c. 

A ieuer  from  Europe  received  in  Baltimore,  says, 
“ The  conflagration  of  Washington  has  done  more 
to  open  the  eyes  of  Europe  upon  one  subject,  and 
upon  the  real  conduct  and  character  of  our  enemy 
ilian  any  event  of  the  last  twenty  years.  The  whole 
continent  is  roused  into  indignation  at  it;  the  Ga- 
zettes of  France  have  uttered  one  consentaneous 
expression  o!  horror  at  this  most  savage  warfare; 
and  even  some  of  the  English  prints  have  expressed 
their  decided  disapprobation  in  terms  which  does 
credit  to  their  conductors.” 

Paris , Oct.  16. — Several  of  our  journals  have 
openly  condemned  the  conduct  of  the  English  at 
Washington,  The  Gazette  is  the  only  paper  that 
has,  in  that  respect,  contradicted  the  public  opinion., 
According  to  its  own  ideas  “the  public  edifices  of  a 
country  belongs  to  the  conqueror  who  renders  him- 
self master  of  them.”  This  is  a new  maxim  which 
was  wanted  to  the  rights  of  men,  and  of  which  tio 
.celebrated  publishers  who  wrote  upon  tins  impor- 
tant subject  hac  as  yet.  thought  of.  Thus  the  ge- 
neral who  should  enter  Rome  by  force ,of  arms  might 
blow  up  St.  Peter’s  Church  and  the  Pantheon.  The 
right  of  war  authorises  only  the  the  destruction  of 
fortresses,  and  of  such  establishments  as  contribute 
to  the  military  strength  of  the  enemy,  and  can  af- 
ford him  means  of  resistance.  Civil  establishments 
and  intended  for  public  use  have  always  been  res- 
pected by  generals  who  have  observed  the  rights  of 
men,  too  much  forgotten  in  Europe  long  since. 

The  stuff'  of  the  following  may  be  traced  imme- 


timeof  their  departure  from  Client,  and  with  equal  diately  to  our  own  chaste  gazettes — 


uncertainty  of  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  continent. 

The  congress  at  V ienna  is  said  to  have  been  post- 
poned to  the  1st  of  Nov.  In  the  mean  time  M.  Tal- 
leyrand has,  it  is  said,  presented  a memorial  to  the 
envoys  to  that  congress,  protesting  against  the  ag- 
grandizement of  oilier  powers,  and  claming  on  their 
part  the  same  moderation  which  France  is  asserted 
to  Iiave  manifested}  in  pther  words,  claiming  as  to 


London  Oct.  14. — We  have  this  morning  received 
New  York  papers  to  the  4th  ult.  brought  to  Ply- 
mouth by  a Spanish  brig,  which  arrived  there  op 
Wednesday.  Their  contents  are  interesting. 

The  official  account  of  the  capture  of  Washing- 
ton is  creditable  to  our  troops. — The  only  acts  of 
robbery  and  pilfering  of  private  property  are  admitted 
to  have  been  perpetrated  by  their  own  countrymen. 
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The  members  of  the  government  have  again  made  ( 
their  appearance  at  Washington,  and  now  that  no  j 
tiling  is  left  to  defend,  they  are  filling  the  place  j 
with  troops.  1 

The  expectation  is  very  general  throughout  Arne-" 
rica,  that  Madison’s  speech  to  congress  on  the  19th  j 
Sept,  -will  convey  his  resignation,  Rufus  King  is  J 
mentioned  as  likely  to  be  ins  successor. 

From  these  papers  it  would  appear  that  the  Ame-  j 
ricans  have  no  hope  of  success  in  any  quarter.  They 
expect  every  day  to  hear  of  a large  British  force  , 
having  attacked  and  destroyed  Sackett’s  Harbor. — t 
Nor  do  they  seem  to  have  any  resources,  or  even 
hopes  left:  for  it  is  now  admitted,  that  no  loan  c n 
be  obtained  by  the  ^government; — and  in  conse- 
quence, the  different  states  are  attempting  to  nego-j 
ciate  individual  loans  for  their  own  separate-defence. 
How  this  is  to  be  effected  it  is  impossible  to  con 
ceive;  for  all  business  is  at  a s and,  and  no  money  in 
circulation;  even  the  banks  of  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia have  stopped  alt  payments  in  specie,  and  an 
attempt  is  made  by  some  of  the  merchants  to  in- 
duce die  public  to  receive  their  paper  in  payments. 

October  23. — Several  millions  of  buck-shot  are 
shipping  at  Portsmouth  m the  LeonidasJfrigate,\\  inch 
Americans  have  used  so  dexterously,  from  their  be- 
ing accustomed  to  wild  fowl  shooting.  By  rifles  in 
such  hands,  England  has  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a 
Ross. 

Miscellanies. — The  works  on  the  fortified  places 
along  the  banks  of  the  Danube , Sec.,  are  continued 
with  great  activity.  The  Russian  ships  of  war,  from 
England,  have  arrived  in  the  Baltic.  Sweden  has 
refused  to  give  up  Pomerania  to  Denmark  until  the 
expence  of  her  war  against  Norway  is  paid.  There 
has  been  a serious  riot  at  Nottingham  (Eng.) — aim 
a battle  between  the  manufacturers  and  Uie  civil 
officers,  in  which  the  former  were  defeated  witn  two 
killed.  Some  parts  of  Ireland  are  out  of  “the  kings 
peace.”  Bonaparte  gave  a great  fete  to  his  troops  at 
Elba,  on  the  15th  and  16th  August,  and  they  cried 
out  “long  live  the  emperor!”  He  is  said  to  have 
had  a correspondence  with  Austria  to  obtain  his 
wife,  who  seems  much  attached  to  his  fortunes. 
The  congress  at  Vienna,  it  is  stated,  is  to  fix  Ids 
permanent  residence;  that  at  Elba  being  only  pro- 
visionary.  Vano’us  troubles  in  Spain  are  spoken  of. 
A spirit  of  revolution  exists;  and  open  rebellion  pre- 
vails in  Navarre.  Troops  were  marching  to  quell  it. 
Every  things  seems  in  the  worst  state;  and  we  would,  i 
hope  that  Ferdinand,  the  ungrateful,  totters  on  his 
throne — ihe  stupid  creature  is  fit  for  nothing  but  a 
convent.  A civil  war  is  the  universal  expectation 
— The  French  appear  to  hate  the  English  most 
Cordially,  and  to  talk  of  a war  with  tiiem  or  a new 
revolution.  Camps  are  forming,  and  troops  marching,  j 
and  armies  collecting  in  various  parts,  as  though  tiie  1 
sword  was  about  to  leap  from  its  scabbrna;,  and  in- 
volve Europe  again  in  general  war.  The  amicable 
relations  of  Russia  and  Denmark  are  expected  to  be 
restored.  By  a circular  letter  from  the  British  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  to  the  members  of  parlia- 
ment, it  appears  that  important  things  will  engage 
its  attention  immediately  after  its  meeting  (Nov.  8.) 
Maples  and  Saxony  seem  to  present  bones  of  conten- 
tion. Ferdinand  would  get  back  his  kingdom,  and 
the  allies  would  divide  Saxony.  The  princess  of 
Wales  has  arrived  at  Bans,  instead  of  going  to 
Italy, 

Characteristic  anecdote.  The  following  occur- 
red as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  words  stated  <*  few 
days  ago,  in  a lottery  and  exchange  office  where  the 
editor  of  the  Register  happened  to  be— 

A sailor,  in  uue  trim,  entered  the  office  and  de- 
msircted,  “if  tlte.y-  exchanged  United  States  bank 


notes?”  On  being  requested  to  exhibit  them,  he 
pulled  out  his  pocket-book,  examined  all  its  parti 
Lions,  m each  of  which  was  money,  but  not  the 
“bank  notes”  sought  for.  He  then  rammed  both 
hands  into  his  trousers’  pockets,  and  drew  out  hand- 
bills of  notes  ruffled  into  wads,  with  no  better  suc- 
cess— the  waistcoat  pockets  were  searched  in  the 
same  way,  and  though  full  of  money  the  notes  re- 
quired were  missing:  when  as  the  last  resort  he  im- 
patiently put  his  hands  into  his  jacket-pockets,  out 
of  one  of  which  he  drew  two  treasury  notes  for  $ 100 
each,  and  out  of  the  other  a like  note  for  the  same 
amount,  squeezed  and  rumpled  in  a seaman-like  man- 
ner. O.i  its  being  observed  that  lie  carried  his  mo- 
ney too  carelessly  and  migi.t  lose  it,  he  said — And 
'spose  I do,  sir,  where’s  the  odds?  Ive  only  got  to  go 
and  take  some  more  of  'em.”  He  was  one  of  Perry’s 
men,  and  had  just  received  his  share  of  the  fleet 
captured  on  Erie. 

PROCLAMATION. 

To  the  free  colored  inhabitants  of  Louisiana. 

Through  a mistaken  policy  you  have  heretofore 
been  deprived  of  a participation  in  the  glorious 
struggle  for  national  rights  in  which  our  country  is 
engaged.  This  no  longer  shall  exist. 

As  sons  of  freedom,  you  are  now  called  upon  to 
defend  our  most  inestimable  blessing.  As  Ameri- 
cans, your  country  looks  with  confidence  to  her 
adopted  children,  for  a valorous  support,  as  a faith- 
ful return  for  the  advantages  enjoyed  under  her 
mild  and  equitable  government.  As  fathers,  hus- 
bands and  brothers,  you  are  summoned  to  rally 
round  the  standard  of  the  E*gle,  to  defend  all 
which  is  dear  in  existence. 

Your  country,  although  calling  for  your  exertions, 
does  not  wish  you  to  engage  m her  cause,  without 
amply  remunerating  you  for  the  services  rendered. 
Your  intelligent  minds  are  not  to  be  led  away  by 
false  representations.  —Your  love  of  honor  would 
cause  you  to  despise  the  man  who  should  attempt  to 
deceive  you.  In  die  sincerity  of  a soldieiY  and  the 
language  of  truth  I address  you. 

To  every  noble  hearted,  generous,  freeman  of  co- 
lor, volunteering  to  serve  during  the  present  contest 
with  Great  Britain,  and  no  longer,  there  will  be 
paid  the  same  bounty  in  money  and  lands,  now  re- 
ceived by  the  white  soldiers  of  the  U.  States,  viz. 
$124  in  money,  and  160  acres  of  land.  The  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  will  also  be  en- 
titled to  the  same  monthly  pay  and  daily  rations, 
and  clothes  furnished  to  any  American  soldier. 

On  enrolling  yourselves  in  companies,  the  major- 
general  commanding  will  select  officers  for  your  go- 
vernment, from  your  white  fellow  citizens.  Your 
non-commissioned  officers  will  be  appointed  from 
among  yourselves. 

Due  regard  will  be  paid  to  the  feelings  of  freemen 
ana  soldiers.  You  will  not,  by  being  associated  with 
while  men  in  the  same  corps,  be  exposed  to  impro- 
per comparisons  or  unjust  sarcasm.  As  a distinct, 
independent  battalion  or  regiment,  pursuing  the 
path  of  glory,  you  will,  undivided,  receive  the  ap- 
plause and  gratitude  of  your  countrymen. 

To  assure  you  of  the  sincerity  of  my  intentions 
and  my  anxiety  io  engage  your  invaluable  services 
to  our  country,  I have  communicated  my  wishes  to 
the  governor  of  Louisiana,  who  is  fully  informed  as 
to  ihe  manner  of  enrolment,  and  will  give  you  eve- 
ry  necessary  information  on  the  subject  of  this  ad- 
dress. 

Bead  quarters,  7th  military  district, 

Mobile.,  Sept  2lst  1814. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Maj-  gen.  commanding. 
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Advertisement! — The  following1  appears  in  a 
New-York  paper  in  the  shape  of  an  advertisement: 
English  Manufacture,  and  memento  of  the  “magnani- 
mity” of  commodore  Hardy! 

Just  received,  and  offered  for  sale,  about  THREE 
TONS  of  rofmd  SHOT,  consisting  of*  6,  9,  12,  18, 
24,  and  32  lbs.  very  handsome,  being  a small  pro- 
portion which  were  fired  from  his  Britannic  majes- 
ty's ships,  on  the  unoffending  inhabitants  of  Sto- 
nington,  in  the  recent  brilliant  attack  on  that  place. 
Likewise  a few  carcases , in  good  order,  weighing 
about  200  lbs.  each.  Apply  to 

S.  TRUMBULL,  41,  Peck-slip. 

N.  B.  The  purchaser  of  the  above  can  be  supplied 
With  about  two  tons  more  if  required. 

New-York , November  19. 

Smuggling. — A six  horse  waggon  laden  with 
British  goods,  was  seized  in  the  streets  of  New 
Haven,  on  the  14th  inst.  and  other  goods  to  the  va- 
lue of  $>30,000  were  found  secreted  in  a barn  near 
Stonington,  a few  days  ago,  by  the  surveyor  of  that 
port.  These  lots  were  probably  from  “his  majesty’s” 
smugglers  in  the  sound. 

This  nefarious  business  has  greatly  contributed  to 
the  scarcity  of  specie;  for  that,,  also,  is  smuggled  o-T 
to  pay  for  the  goods  smuggled  in.  This  left-handed 
trade  is  doing  us  serious  injury,  yotally  changing  the 
relations  of  trade. 

The  Niagara. — The'Canadian  papers  grumble  as 
much  at  the  result  of  the  campaign  on  the  Niagara 
frontier  as  some  of  our  own.  One  of  them  says— 
•‘The  arrival  of  the  troops  from  the  continent  of 
Europe  had  raised  so  high  the  expectations  of  all, 
that  the  result  of  the  campaign  were  expected  to" 
have  been  far  different  from  what  they  had  proved 
hitherto.” 

New-York.  is  defended  by  five  hundred  and  se- 
venty pieces  of  battering  cannon  and  mortars,  be- 
sides the  pieces  on  board  the  President  frigate  and 
gun-boats  and  a formidable  park  of  field  artillery — 
in  all  not  less  than  900  pieces  of  ordnance.  To 
which  will  soon  be  added  the  steam  battery. 

Amelia  island.  A very  extensive  and  profitable 
trade — an  honest  trade — is  carried  on  between  this 
place  and  the  southern  states;  and  the  products  of 
our  soil,  to  a large  amount,  are  there  exchanged  for 
the  foreign  goods  required,  though  the  passages  are 
closely  watched  by  the  enemy. 

Pulton  the  first. — Prom  the  N.  Y.  National 
Advocate,  Nov.  32. — Yesterday  morning  the  steam 
vessel,  Fulton  the  First,  was  moved  from  the  wharf 
of  Messrs.  Brown’s,  in  the  East  river,  to  the  works 
of  Mr.  Fulton  on  the  North  river,  to  receive  her 
machinery,  which  operation  was  performed  by  fas- 
tening the  steam-boat  car  of  Neptune  to  her  lar- 
board, and  the  steam  boat  Fulton  to  the  starboard 
side.  Both  engines  being  put  in  motion  at  the  sung 
time,  they  towed  her  through  the  water  from  three 
a id  an  half  to  four  miles  an  hour.  Considering 
the  power  which  the  two  steam  bouts  consume  in 
driving  themselves , there  could  not  b.e  more  than  the 
power  of  25  or  4i  horses  applied  to  drive  the  steam 
vessel.  But  as  her  steam  engine  will  possess  a power 
equal  to  100  horses,  there  cannot  now  be  a doubt 
fhat  she  will  run  from  four  to  five  miles  an  hour 
when  finished — stem  any  of  our  tides,  and  take  any 
position  in  a calm.  Every  thing  thus  far  favors  the 
l/est  hopes  which  have  been  entertained  gf  tips  in- 
vention. 

Y irginia  militia. — Message  from  the  governor  to 
the  house  of  delegates,  October  18, 1814. — The  secre- 
tary of  war,  having  given  an  assurance,  that  the  ge- 
neral government  will  reimburse  this  state  the  ex- 
pense attending  the  militia,  who  have  been  called 
mio  tlie  service  of  the  United  States,  has,  as  an 


earnest  of  this  promise,  forwarded  100.000  dollars'' 
in  treasury  notes.  They  were  immediately  deposited 
with  the  treasurer  for  safe  keeping,  l forebore  to 
mention  it  an  earlier  day,  hoping  I could  commute 
them  for  bank  notes.  Being,  however,  disappointed,^ 
in  that  expectation,  it  has  become  necessary  to  pre- 
sent the  subject  to  the  legislature.  I suggest  tha 
propriety  of  a law  or  resolution,  directing  them  to 
be  officially  received  by  the  treasurer,  and  to  be  dis- 
posed of,  as  to  the  legislature  shall  seem  best. 

JAMES  BARBOUR. 

Virginia  legislature.— On  Thursday  last,  (says 
the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  November  19,)  the  reso- 
lutions which  had  been  sent  to  the  senate  respecting 
the  negociations  at  Ghent,  were  returned  to  the 
house  of  delegates  in  the  following  shape! 

“The  legislature  of  Vn  ginia,  sensibly  alive  to  the 
blessings  of  peace,  and  anxious  for  its  restoration 
upon  just  and  honorable  terms,  are  nevertheless 
ready  at  all  times  to  encounter  war,  with  all  its 
privations  and  horrors,  in  preference  to  a sacrifice  of 
national  rights  or  national  honor.  Under  the  influ- 
ence of  these  sentiments,  they  hailed  the  declaration 
of  the  prince  regent  to  his  parliament,  professing  a 
desire  for  the  restoration  of  peace  with  the  United 
States,  upon  terms  honorable  to  both  nations,  as  the 
harbinger  of  the  speedy  return  of  that  inestimable 
blessing.  It  is  however  with  mingled  emotions  of 
indignation  and  regret,  they  perceive,  in  the  terms 
proposed  by  the  commissioners  at  Ghent,  as  the 
basis  of  negociation  with  the  United  States,  an  anx- 
ious solicitude  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  for  a conti- 
nuation of  the  war,  by  the  assertion  of  arrogant  pre- 
tensions, extravagant  in  themselves,  insulting  to  our 
national  character,  and  subversive  even  of  the  rights 
and  sovereignty  of  the  United  States.  Under  such 
circumstances  and  at  such  a crisis,  silence  on  the 
part  of  the  legislature  might  be  construed  into 
apathy  or  timidity:  Therefore, 

“ Resolved  unanimously,  as  tlie  opinion  of  this  le- 
gislalure,  that  a just  and  honorable  peace  is  only  to 
be  obtained  by  a vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war: 
And  that  for  that  purpose,  the  proper  authorities 
should  call  into  immediate  and  active  operation  all 
the  energies  and  resources  of  the  United  States.” 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  this  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion passed  the  senate  iinanimojisly. 

Several  amendments  were  moved  in  the  house  of 
delegates  which  were  rejected.  Among  ihese,  a 
motion  to  strike  out  the  word  “ arrogant ” which 
was  negatived,  ayes  33,  rroes  123—  Also,  amotion  to 
strike  out  the  preamble  was  rejected,  ayes  118,  noes 
30 — principally  upon  the  ground  that  it  placed  anv 
reliance  upon  the  word  of  the  prince  regent,  as  “the 
harbinger”  of  peace. 

The  resolution  itself  was  passed  unanimously , 
aye*  144. 

The  loan-bill  has  passed  both  branches,  in  confor- 
mity with  the  propositions  of  the  Farmers’  Bank,  as 
stated  in  our  last. 

Yesterday  tlie  house  of  delegates  were  engaged 
upon  Mr.  Stevenson’s  resolution  for  a more  perma- 
nent corps  of  troops— which  was  finally  adopted  in 
the  following  shape:— ayes  83,  noes  59. 

“ Jlesolved , That  it  is  expedient  to  raise 
thousand  men,  to  be  placed  under  the  orders  and 
control  of  the  general  government,  as  well  for  the 
further  and  more  vigorous  prosecution  of  this  war 
As  for  the  defence  of  this  commonwealth,  to  serve 
years,  or  during  the  War  -.—Provided,  That 
the  government  of  the  United  States  shall  declare 
that  the  said  troops  shall  be  paid,  clothed  and  sub- 
sisted by  and  at  tlie  expence  of  the  United  States.’* 

It  was  avowed  by  the  friends  of  this  proposition, 
that  not  a man  was  to  be  procured  until  the  accep- 
tance of  the  general  government  had  been  obtained  j 
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aftd  that  the  troops  \frere  to  be  under  the  complete 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

North  Carolina — The  legislature  of  North  Ca- 
rolina convened  at  Raleigh,  on  the  21st  inst.  The 
following  resolution  preceded  by  some  patriotic  re- 
marks, was  introduced  by  Mr.  Porter,  of  Ruther- 
ford, and  pnssed  unanimously. 

Resolved,  That  the  most  efficient  measures  be  a 
dopted  by  this  general  assembly  to  aid  the  general 
government  in  a vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war 
against  Great  Britain  and  her  allies 

Mr.  Dillas’  letter,  inserted  in  the  congressional 
proceedings,  will  be  read  with  deep  anxiety.  Much 
as  we  lament  the  state  of  the  treasury  and  the  effect 
that  his  exposition  of  it  must  have  upon  the  credit 
that  was  left  it,  we  thank  the  gentleman  for  the 
frankness  and  firmness  with  which  he  has  met  the 
enquiries  of  the  committee.*  We  trust  it  may  turn 
the  attention  of  congress  from  eternal  spouting  to 
acting — from  dilly  dally  expedients,  and  temporary 
contrivances,  to  decisive  and  permanent  measures. 
They  have  been  in  session  between  two  and  three 
months,  and  done  nothihg ; though  convoked  at  an 
extraordinary  period,  for  the  dispatch  of  extraordi- 
nary business.  It  will  not  do — the  people  are  dis- 
gusted, and  the  nation  will  be  ruined  if  such  a course 
is  pursued  a little  longer.  These  are  sot  words  of 
course.  1 believe  them  in  their  fullest  lattitude. — 


destruction  of  that  post,  and  the  evacuation  of  the 
province  by  our  army,  he  returned  to  Detroit. 

“ The  citizens  on  the  other  side  speak  in  high 
terms  of  his  generous  and  humane  conduct  in  hut 
whole  route  through  the  country.” 

NAVAL. 

The  Norfolk  transport,  a great  ship  that  lately 
sailed  from  England,  is  said  to  have  had  on  boaref 
10,000  suits  of  clothing,  “supposed  for  the  North 
American  Indians,  and  *n  immense  quantity  of  war- 
like instruments  [such  as  tomahawks  and  scalping 
knlveaj  adapted  for  their  use.” 

As  observed  in  our  last,  many  privateers  are  fitting 
out  to  the  eastward — among  them  is  one  called  the 
“Sine  qua  non  ” We  wish  her  as  good  luck  as  her 
name  deserves. 

A passenger  in  the  Chauncey  informs  that  the  pri- 
vateer General  Armstrong,  of  N.  York,  was  attack- 
ed in  the  port  of  FayaJ,  where  she  had  gone  for  wa- 
ter, by  the  boats  of  a British  frigate,  and  succeed- 
ed in  beating  them  off'  and  killed  and  wounded  up- 
wards of  100  of  their  crews.  The  frigate  then  run 
into  Faval  roads,  and  was  preparing  to  range  up  along- 
side of  the  Armstrong,  when  the  crew  perceiving 
she  must  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  deserted 
her  and  blew  her  up. 

The  editor  of  the  Times  regrets  tiiat  our  new  fri 

But  if  tliev  meet  the  crisis  boldlv,  the  people  will  { Fatj^.TA.  Baltimore,  Waa  hauled  so  far  up  the 
support  them  in  any  thin g they  caii  constitutionally  }iead  °j  the  harbo[’  as  U>  prevent  sir  Thomas  Hardy 
devise,  to  meet  the  emergencies  of  the  times.  The  If0™  destroying  her.  He  consoles  himself  with 
failure:of  the  public  credit  is  entirely  owing  to  the  j 1 ie  on  Baltimore,  seen  her 

want  of  taxes  that  would  have  been  cheerfully  paid,  mr'*'  " 

and  which  ought  to  have  been  levied  long  ago. 


There  is  a rumor  tiiat  Mr.  Dallas  will  resign.  We 
hope  not.  He  seems  just  such  a man  as  the  people 
want. 

MILITARY. 

Captain  Safnuel  T.  Dyson,  of  the  United  States 
artillery,  is  dismissed  from  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  for  “shamefully  abandoning  and  destroying 
fort  Warburlon,  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy.” 
Tiie  anniversary  of  the  evacuation  of  New  York 


mast-heads. 

Sir  Thomas  may  have  had  the  consolation  of  see- 
ing the  J_va — but  she  had  not  been  moved  on  Ids  ac-~ 
count.  She  lay  close  by  the  wharf  where  she  waa 
launched,  wire  re  she  had  ahrays  laul  and  yet  lies.— 
Ti»c  mast-heads,  however,  he  did  not  see — becavsa 
she  had  no  masts. 

A heavy  firing  of  two  hours  continuance,  wa^ 
heard  off  Charleston,  on  the  21st  ult.  If  it  be  true 
that  the  Wasp  was  on  that  coast,  we  fear  she  has 
beer)  captured  by  the  Lacedemonian  frigate.  If 


by  the  British  in  1783,  was  celebrated  in  great  stile  i Bkdcely  did  attempt  to  fight  her,  it  must  have  been 
bn  the  25  th  ult.  .The  troops  under  arms  were  12,000,  j ^f^he  m0St  dcsPeratc  resolutions,  and  tne  havoc 
collected  at  one  point. 


We  have  a report  from  New  Orleans  stating  that  a 
new  governor  had  arrived  at  Pensacola,  who  had  or- 
dered off  the  British.  They  have  been  very  quiet 
on  the  coast  since  the  drubbing  they  got  at  Mobile. 

Daniel  Parker,  late  chief  clerk  of  the  war  depart- 
ment, has  been  appointed  adjutant  and  inspector- 
goneral  in  the  army. 

It  appears  that  the  greater  part  of  the  New-York 
and  Pennsylvania  militia  called  out  for  t lie  defence 
«f  the  maritime  frontier  have  been  dismissed. 
Extract  of  a letter  from  Jlrthur  Sinclair , Esq.  cup- 
tain  commanding-  the  U.  S.  naval force  on  the  Upper 
Lakes,  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy , dated 

‘•Gfi'Erif,aoth  November,  1814. 

“ Thinking  it  probable  information  wiM  not  reach 
you  before  this  of  general  M'Arlhur’s  excursion  in- 
to Canada,  I have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you,  that 
by  the  cartel  Lady  Prevost,  which  vessel  has  just 
returned  from  landing  prisoners  at  Long  Point,  I 
have  learned  of  his  having  visited  that  post,  where 
be  was  opposed  by  five  or  six  hundred  militia,  who 
had  entrenched  themselves.  He  charged  their  works 
and  captured  more  than  one  half  of  them.  He  puss- 
ed  down  as  lmv  as  the  Grand  River  on  his  way  to 
J°in  general  Izard,  at  Fort  Erie 


terrible. 

The  following  from  a Paris  paper  of  the  25th  was 
posted  at  Lloyd’s  Coff'e  House — London,  Sept.  39  : 

“The  True  Blooded  Yankee,  American  privateer, 
has  beei\ completely  refitted  for  sea,  manned  with  a 
crew  of  200  men,  and  sailed  from  Brest  the  21st 
inst,  supposed  for  the  purpose  of  cruizing  in  the- 
British  channel.  Her  orders  are  to  sink,  burn  and 
destroy,  and  not  to  capture  with  the  intention  of 
carrying  into  pert.” 

"The  British  transport  ship  Sovereign,  struck  on  a 
rock  near  the  island  of  St.  Paul  in  the  gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence,  on  the  IffUi  October,  and  was  totally  lost. 
She  was  laden  with  stores,  and  had  on  board  9 ofS- 
cers,  18G  soldiers,  some  women  and  children,  and 
19  seamen  ; in  all  239  persons  ; of  whom  only  thir- 
ty seven  were  saved,  by  getting  on  the  island,  from 
whence  they  were  taken  off  two  days  afterwards,  in 
a distressing  condition,  A number  of  transports., 
with  about  1500  men  and  great  quantities  of  stoves, 
arrived  at  Quebec  from  the  26th  to  the  29Ui  Oct. 

There  is  a report  that  the  British  sloop  of  war 
Florida,  (late  U.  S.  sloop  Frolic)  uas  foundered  off 
Bermuda,  every  soul  perishing. 

The  prize  goods  brought  in  the  Prince  of  Neuff- 
chatel  consisted  of  539  packages  British  drygoods. 
177  oases,  and  26  Gerces  olive  ail,  See.  Terms  cd' 


•Whether  that  committee  or  the  house  ought  to  j sale — sftecie. 
fiave  laid  the  letter  before  the  public,  the  politic*  (tv  j JVasp  and  Jlvon.  The  British  accounts  admit  thk& 
will  judge.'"  " ' Ltwr  sb©p,‘i  of  wax  cTn?  up  tha.  mo*ne;T’  ’bet-  tie. 
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bloody  flag  of  the  Avon  paid  its  homage  to  the  “ strip 
ed  bunting ” of  the  Wasp.  In  sinking  the  Reindee : 
and  the  Avon,  both  of  so  nearly  her  force  that  either 
must  be  considered  a “ fair  fight,”  we  had  only  6 
killed  and  26  wo&nded — the  British  joint  loss  was 
34  killed,  and  75  wounded.  The  Avon  was  the  ves- 
sel that  had  behaved  so  impudently  in  the  Delaware 
in  1810,  while  British  vessels  were  interdicted  our 
waters  in  consequence  of  the  insolence  of  their  offi- 
cers. She  then  carried  18  thirty-two  pound  carron- 
ades,  besides  bow  and  stern  guns.  Some  of  her  shot 
that  came  on  board  the  Wasp  were  of  that  weight; 
and,  a “ British  official”  to  the  contrary,  there  was 
little  if  any  difference  between  the  force  of  the  two 
vessels.  It  would  be  well  if  the  impertinent  fellow 
who  commanded  the  Avon  in  1810  should  also  have 
had  the  command  when  Blalcely  put  her  pride  in 
the  “ cellar.” 

Minutes  of  the  action  between  the  United  Slates'>  ship 
Wasp,  J.  Blakeley , Esq.  commander , and  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty's  sloop  of  war  ; lat.  47,  30, 

long.  11,  on  1st  Sept.  1814. 

At  7 o’clock,  called  all  hands  to  quarters  and 
prepared  for  action ; 7 h.  26  m.  hoisted  an  American 
jack  at  the  fore,  and  pendant  at  the  main  ; 7 h.  30  m. 
set  the  mainsail ; 7 h.  34  m.  perceived  the  ch  ise  mak- 
ing signals  with  lights,  8;c. ; 7 h.  45  m.  set  the  mizen 
and  hoisted  an  American  ensign  at  the  peake  ; 7 h. 
48  m.  hoisted  a light  at  the  peake,  and  brailed  up 
the  mizen;  7 h.  54  m.  set  the  mizen  to  come  up 
with  the  chase  ; 8 h.  3 m.  the  chase  hauled  down 
his  lights  ; 8 h.  7 m.  burned  a blue  light  on  the  fore- 
castle ; 8 h.  17  m.set  the  flying-jib  ; 8 h.  34  m.  haul- 
ed down  the  light  at  the  peake ; 8 h.  38  m.  the  chase 
fired  a gun  from  his  stern  port ; 8 h.  55  m.  hauled 
up  the  mainsail ; 9 h.  15  m.  set  the  mainsail ; 9 h. 
18  m.  the  chase  fired  a gun  to  leeward  ; 9 h.  20  m. 
being  then  on  tiie  weather  quarter  of  the  chase,  he 
hailed  and  enquired  “what  ship  is  that” — not  an- 
swered, but  asked  “what  brig  is  that” — he  replied, 

“his  majesty’s  brig blowing  fresh,  the  name 

was  not  distinctly  understood.  He  again  hailed  and 
asked  “what  ship  is  that,”  when  he  was  told  to 
heave  to  and  he  would  be  informed.  He  repeated 
his  question,  and  was  answered  to  the  same  effect. 
Air.  Carr  was  then  sent  forward  to  order  him  to 
heave  to,  which  he  declined  doing;  at9h.  25  m. 
the  enemy  set  his  fore-topmast  studdingsail ; at  26 
minutes  after  9,  fired  the  12  pound  carronade  to 
make  him  heave  to  ; when  the  enemy  commenced 
action -by  firing  his  larboard  guns.  We  then  kept 
away,  ran  under  his  lee,  and  29  minutes  after  9 
commenced  the  action.  At  1-0  o’clock  ordered  the 
men  to  cease  firing,  and  hailed  the  enemy  to  know 
if  he  had  surrendered  ; no  answer  was  returned  to 
this— lie  resumed  his  fire  and  we  continued  ours  ; 
10  h.  10  m.  manned  our  starboard  guns  and  fired 
three  or  four  of  them,  when  orders  were  again  giv- 
en to  cease  firing;  10  h.  12  m.  hailed  the  enemy, 
“have  you  surrendered,”  when  they  answered  in  the 
affirmative.  We  were  on  the  eve  of  taking  posses- 
sion, [\yhen  a sail  was  descried  close  on  board  of  us 
■ — orders  were  then  given  to  clear  the  ship  for  action, 
which  was  promptly  executed.  We  were  then  on 
the  point  of  wearing  to  engage  the  second,  which 
we  perceived  to  be  a brig  of  war,  when,  at  26  mi- 
nutes after  10,  discovered  two  more  sails,  one  a- 
,stern,  the  other  one  point  on  our  lee  quarter,  stand- 
ing for  us  ; orders  were  then  given  to  stand  from 
the  strange  sails.  The  first  sail  seen  approached 
within  pistol  shot,  fired  a broadside,  and  cut  away 
one  of  our  lower  main  cross  trees,  and  did  other 
damage,  and  immediately  stood  for  the  other  two 
sails  last  discoverei.  Continued  on  a course. 


A list  of  British  vessels  captured  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Wasp,  J.  Blakely, 
esq.  commander,  between  the  27th  August  and  10 th  Sept.  1814.  ’ 
August  30,  brig  Lett  ice,  Hv.  Cockbain  master,  Joseph  Tickell 
owner,  7 men,  90  tons,  laden  with  barley,  belonging  to  Working- 
ham,  from  Bayonne,  18  days  out,  bound  to  Liverpool,  taken  in 
lat.  48  deg.  N.  loi:g.  7 deg.  44  min.  W.  scuttled  her. 

August  31,  brig  Bon  Accord,  Adam  Durno  master,  John  Saun- 
ders, Jas.  Mitchell  and  Jas.  Johnston  owners,  7 men,  13 1 58-94  tons, 
laden  with  wool  and  wine,  belonging  to  Aberdeen,  from  Seville, 
21  days  out,  bound  to  London,  taken  in  lat.  48  deg.  5 min.  N. 
long.  8 deg.  50  m.  W.  scuttled  her. 

Sept.  1,  brig  Mary,  John  D.  Allan  master,  10  men,  ;5l  tons, two 
12  pound  carronades,  laden  with  ordnance  and  military  stores, 
belonging  to  Scarborough,  from  Gibraltar,  28  days  out,  bound  to 
Plymouth,  taken  in  lat.  48  cleg.  N.  long.  10  deg.  W.  burnt  her. 

A list  of  British  vessels  captured  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Wasp,  J.  Blakely, 
esq.  commander,  between  the  11  th  and  the  22 tl  Sept.  1814. 
Sept.  12th,  brig  Three  Brothers,  Titos.  Clark  matter,  John 
Clark  owner,  7 men,  114  43-94  tons,  two  3 pounders,  laden  with 
wine  and  barrilla,  belonging  to  Whithv,  from  Lanzarote,  16  davs 
out,  bound  to  London,  taken  in  lat.  38  deg.  2 min.  N.  long.  i4 
deg.  58  min.  W.  scuttled  her. 

Sept.  14th,  brig  Bacchus,  Wm.  Stickens  master,  Richard  W. 
Sleat  and  Titos.  Head  owners,  11  men,  169  29-94  tons,  two  4 
pounders,  laden  with  fish,  belonging  to  Poole,  from  Newfound- 
land, 24  days  out,  bound  to  Gibraltar,  taken  in  lat.  37  deg.  22  m, 
N.  long.  14  deg.  33  min.  W.  scuttled  her. 

Sept.  21,  brig  Atalanta,  Robert  Jackson  master,  George  Salkeld, 
Thomas  Barclay,  and  George  Barclay  owners,  19  men,  25*  tons, 
2 long  nine-pounders  and  6 nine-pound  gunnades,  laden  with  wine, 
brandy  and  silks,  belonging  to  Liverpool,  from  Bordeaux,  9 days 
out,  bound  to  Pensacola,  taken  in  lat.  33  deg.  12  min.  N.  long.  i4 
deg.  56  min . W.  sent  her  to  the  United  States. 

Newbern , JY.  C.  Nov.  12.  Arrived  at  this  place 
the  Fox,  of  Baltimore,  a tender  to  his  B.  M.  ship 
Ramilies,  with  midshipman  Crawford  and  seven 
British  seamen  on  board,  left  the  Chesapeake  on  the 
15th  ult.  with  a convoy  under  the  command  of  ad- 
miral Malcolm,  the  Royal  Oak — the  tender  parted 
company,  in  a squall  on  the  night  of  the  16th.  Ig- 
norant of  the  destination  of  the  convoy,  die  tender 
made  th*  best  of  her  way  for  Bermuda;  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  17th  the  tender  lost  her  compass  by  a 
break  of  the  sea  over  her. — And  being  left  without 
the  means  of  directing  her  course,  made  for  the  first 
land  she  could  reach,  met  with  very  severe  weather, 
and  suff  ered  much  for  want  of  provisions,  and  water, 
on  the  4th  of  November  saw  two  brigs  under  the 
land,  supposed  to  be  British  vessels,  standing  tow- 
ardsuhem,  got  aground  on  Ocracoek  bar.  In  that  situ- 
ation the  revenue  cutter’s  boat  boarded  the  tender, 
and  the  people  surrendered  themselves  as  prisoners. 


The  following  paragraphs  were  omitted  in  their  pro- 
per place,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  proceedings  of 
congress,  page  203,  until  too  late  to  remedy  the 
defect  without  a great  loss  of  time  in  over-running 
the  pages : 

[The  business  of  the  bank  lies  dead  in  the  house 
— it  is  thought  it  may  be  revived  in  the  senate.] 

The  house  then  took  up  the  tax  bills.  The  amend- 
ment made  in  committee  of  the  whole,  so  as  to  im- 
pose a tax  of  20  cents  per  gallon  on  spirits  distilled, 
was  confirmed  107  to  41 . Yeas  and  nays  hereafter. 
The  bill  was  therefore  passed  and  sent  to  the  se- 
nate, as  was  the  bill  for  laying  a tax  on  carriages 
and  several  miscellaneous  articles. 

Wednesday,  November  30. — The  house  passed  to 
a third  reading  the  two  tax  bills,  and  afterwards 
resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
bill  from  the  senate  authorising  a draft  of  80,000 
militia  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  and  on  the 
bill  for  filling  the  regular  army  by  a classification  of 
the  free  male  population. 

* The  bills  were  no  more  than  read  through,  when, 
the  house  being  thin,  the  committee  rose,  reported 
and  adjourned. 

07jr*The  despatches  from  Ghent  were  laid  before 
congress  on  Thursday — their  great  length  prevents 
the  possibility  af  their  insertion  in  this  number.  The 
editor  of  the  National  Intelligencer  observes  that  he 
is  “compelled  to  believe  the  prospect  of  pacification 
is  very  faint.”  The  sine  qua  non  was,  however,  ap- 
parently abandoned.,. 
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Naval  Report. 

Navy  Department , Nov.  15,  IMi. 

Sir — In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  passed  on  the  18th  of  March  last,  di- 
recting the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  devise  and 
digest  a system  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  navy  of  the  United  States,  I have  now  the 
honor  to  report  the  following  system,  with 
such  prefatory  observations  as  appear  to  me 
pertinent  to  the  occasion. 

It  has  been  affirmed  and  cannot  be  denied, 
that  imperfections  exist  in  the  civil  ad- 
ministration of  the  naval  establishment;  hence 
it  has  been  inferred,  that  a radical  change  of 
system  can  alone  remedy  the  evils. 

Legislative  wisdom  will  readily  discrimi- 
nate between  the  constituent  principles  upon 
which  the  present  establishment  is  predicated, 
and  has  thus  far  prospered,  and  the  defects 
Which  result  from  the  absence  of  an  intelli- 
gent, practical  auxiliary  agency,  qualified  to 
digest,  arrange,  and  enforce  a proper  system 
of  detailed  regulations,  calculated  to  ensure 
the  judicious  and  faithful  application  of  pub- 
lic monies;  a strict  accountability  in  the  ex- 
penditure of  supplies;  and  a rigid  execution 
of  the  duties  enjoined  on  all  the  officers  and 
agents  connected  with  the  establishment. 

Profusion,  waste  and  abuse,  are  the  inher- 
ent offspring  of  all  extensive  public  institu- 
tions; and  if  we  occasionally  perceive  these 
evils  in  some  degree,  in  the  naval  establish- 
ment of  the  U.  States,  we  are  not  thence  to 
infer  their  absence  from  similar  establish- 
ments in  other  countries,  where  naval  science 
and  experience  may  be  presumed  to  have  pro- 
vided greater  safe-guards,  and  more  numerous, 
skilful,  and  vigilant  agencies. 

Hut  regulations,  however  correct  and  ade 
quate  to  the  end,  become  nugatory,  or  worse, 
unless  the  authority  and  the  means  are  co- 
extensive, and  competent  to  enforce  the  exe- 
cution, or  punish  the  violation  thereof.  This 
may  account  for  the  non-existence  of  many 
wholesome  regulations  in  the  civil  adminis- 
tration of  the  navy  of  the  United  States;  and 
for  the  imperfect  execution  of  those  which  ex- 
ist. Breaches  of  the  latter  too  frequently  es- 
cape with  impunity,  from  the  impossibility  of 
the  head  of  the  department  taking  cogni- 
zance of  all  the  multifarious  concerns  of  the 
establishment.  It  is  problematical,  however, 
whether  the  excess  may  not  be  more  injurious 
than  the  deficiency  of  regulation;  in  the 
former  case,  responsibility  may  be  lost  in  the 
maze  and  mass  of  detail  and  multiplied  aeren- 
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cy,  whilst  in  the  latter,  general  instruction, 
and  sound  discretion,  not  uu frequently  ensure 
greater  success  and  responsibility. 

That  the  duties  enjoined,  or  which  necessa- 
rily devolve  upon  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
particularly  during  a period  of  active  and  di- 
versified hostility,  are  beyond  the  powers  of 
any  individual  to  discharge  to  the  best  advan- 
tage, cannot  be  doubted,  although  by  great 
labor  and  assiduity,  with  adequate  profes- 
sional qualifications,  he  may  possibly,  execute 
the  general  and  most  essential  branches  of 
duty  with  tolerable  success. 

in  the  progress  of  reform,  whilst  we  pay 
due  respect  to  that  system,  the  establishment 
of  which  has  attained  the  greatest  celebrity, 
more,  it  is  believed,  from  its  magnitude  and 
power,  than  from  the  excellence  of  its  civil 
administration,  we  ought  not  to  lose  sight  of 
its  palpable  and  acknowledged  defects;  nor 
of  those  features  in  ourpwn  system,  to  which, 
in  no  trivial  degree,  the  exalted  reputation  of 
our  infant  navy  may  be  attributed. 

That  our  navy  is  not  excelled  in  any  tiling 
which  constitutes  efficiency,  perfect  equip- 
ments, and  general  good  qualities,  it  is  believ- 
ed, will  be  admitted.  That  our  seamen  are 
better  paid,  fed,  and  accommodated,  is  no  less 
true.  That  all  the  imported,  and  many  of  the 
domestic  articles  of  equipment,  and  of  con- 
sumption in  the  service,  a*e  exceedingly  en- 
hanced: that  the  wages  of  mechanical  labor 
is  more  than  double  that  which  is  paid  by 
Great  Britain;  that  our  expenditure  is  greatly 
increased  by  the  interruption  to  navigable 
transportion,  and  the  great  extent  of  the  local 
service,,  is  equally  obvious.  Yet,  under  all 
these  circumstances,  it  is  demonstrable,  that 
upon  a comparison  of  an  equal  quantity  of  ton- 
nage and  number  of  guns  and  men,  or  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  men  alone,  our  naval 
expenditure  is  considerably  less  than  that  for 
the  navy  of  G.  Britain,  in  which  “one  hun 
dred  and  forty  live  thousand  men  are  employ-, 
ed,  at  an  expense  of  more  than  20  millions  of 
pounds  sterling  annually.” 

The  local  service  is,  from  its  scattered,  ir 
regular,  and  irresponsible  nature,  much  more 
expensive  and  wasteful  than  that  of  the  regular 
navy;  the  more  perfect  organization  of  which, 
and  responsibility  of  command,  ensure  a mere 
faithful  super  in  tendance  and  accountability. 
Hence  the  current  expenditure  of  the  service 
would  be  an  extravagant  criterion  by  which 
to  estimate  that  of  a regular  establishment 
under  a judicious  system.  The  force  employ- 
ed in  local  service,  is  extended  throughout  a 


O 

Cyiihi*  sheet  is  to  stryply  the  place  of  the  number  in  sircar  tn  consequence  of  the  approach  and  attach  pf  tfie  enemy. 
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line  of  stations  from  Louisiana  to  Maine,  and  mensions  and  proportions,  not  only  of  the  ser- 


froui  Champlain  to  Huron,  consequently  it 
is  weak,  is  readily  to  be  penetrated,  at  almost 
any  point  on  our  maritime  frontier,  by  the 
concentration  of  a small  hostile  force;  and  it 
is  extensive  in  proportion  to  its  diffusion.  In- 
dependently of  the  deleterious  nature  of  this 
service  upon  the  health  and  habits  of  those 
employed  in  it,  we  are,  from  the  present  ne- 
cessity of  this  system  deprived  of  the  service 
of  a body  of  officers  and  seamen,  sufficient  to 
man  thirteen  ships  of  the  line,  such  as  the 
Independence,  Washington  and  Franklin  74’s. 

When  we  contemplate  the  effect  which  such 
a force  would  have,  when  acting  in  conjunc- 
tion upon  our  own  coast  and  waters,  or  in 
squadron,  pursuing  the  commercial  fleets  of 
the  enemy  on  the  ocean,  or  in  the  harbors  of 
his  colonies,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  the  con- 
clusion, that  our  waters  would  be  freed  from 
invasion  ; our  coast  from  blockade,  his  mili- 
tary and  naval  resources  intercepted  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  paralyze  his  efforts  on  this  conti- 
nent, supersede  the  necessity  of  a vast  milita- 
ry establishment,  co  extensive  with  our  mari- 
time,,Canadian,  and  Indian  frontiers  ; and  our 
citizens  from  those-  harassing,  irregular,  and 
inconvenient  calls  of  militia,  which  the  pre- 
datory enterpnzes  of  the  enemy  so  frequently 
produce.  In  short,  according  to  my  concep- 
tions, this  cheap  and  efficient  national  defence 
should  be  adopted  as  soon  as  circumstances 
will  admit,  and  cherished  by  a well  digested 
energetic  and  liberal  system,  steadily  progres- 
sing with  the  population,  commerce,  and  re- 
sources of  the  nation. 

The  nature,  construction  and  equipment  of 
the  ships,  which  constitute  a navy,  form  the 
basis  of  its  efficiency*  durability  and  economy, 
and  the  most  important  branch  in  the  civil  a - 
ministration  of  its  affairs.  With  a view  to 
the  reform  and  extension  of  the  naval  esta- 
blishment of  the  U.  States,  their  objects 
ought  to  command  the  first  place  in  our  at- 
tention, combined  with  such  an  organization 
of  the  civil  department,  as  shall  promise  the 
bett  results. 

The  defects  in  this  part  of  the  British  sys- 
tem have  been  the  theme  of  criticism  and  re- 
prehension for  many  years  past.  The  most 
minute,  laborious  and  able  investigation  has 
from  time  to  time  taken  place,  under  the  di- 
rection and  scrutiny  of.  the  parliament,  yet 
nothing  approximating  to  radical  amendment 


veral  rates,  but  of  the  numerous  distinct  clas- 
ses of  the  same  rate,  as  weal  in  their  hulls  as 
in  their  masts,  sails  and  equipments,  and  in 
i a still  greater  degree  in  their  qualities  for 
combined  action,  demonstrates  the  prevalence 
of  caprice  and  prejudice,  instead  of  science 
and  system.  Wi  en  lord  Nelson  was  off  Ca- 
diz, with  seventeen  or  eighteen  sail  of  the 
line,  he  had  no  less  than  seven  differ  ent  classes 
of  seventy-four  gun  ships,  each  requiring  dif- 
ferent masts,  sails,  yards,  &.c.  so  that  if  one. 
ship  was  disabled,  the  others  could  not  supply 
her  with  appropriate  stores 

The  consequence  resulting  from  this  defec- 
tive organization  and  want  of  system  are 
strongly  illustrated  in  the  fact,  related  by  a 
recent  professional  writer  of  rank  and  ta- 
lents that  “out  of  five  hundred  and  thirty 
eight  ships,  &c.  in  the  British  navy,  now  afc 
sea,  there  are  only  sixty  nine  which  are,  in 
reality,  superior  in  the  discharge  of  metal  or 
force  of  blows,  but  inferior  in  sailing,  to  some 
of  the  American  frigates  and  that  there  are 
but  eighteen,  which  unless  in  smooth  water, 
are  equal  to  contend  with  the  U.  States,  leav- 
ing four  hundred  and  fifty  one,  out  of  five  hun- 
dred and  thirty  eight, which  are  admitted  to  be 
incompetent  to  engage,  single  handed,  with 
an  American  frigate.” 

These  facte  are  encouraging,  and  serve  to 
show,  that  although  the  numericial  force  of 
the  enemy  in  ships  and  men  appears  to  be 
overwhelming,  yet  if  the  aggregate  number 
of  officers,  seamen  and  marines  which  the 
United  States  may,  even  now  engage  for  the 
public  service,  was  concentrated  in  eighteen 
or  twenty  ships  of  the  line,  such  as  have  been, 
recently  built,  it  wTould  place  all  the  ships  al- 
luded to,  in  the  quotation  just  recited,  except 
the  eighteen,  hors  de  combat;  nor  could  our 
enemy  protect  his  commerce  and  colonies, 
and  combine  such  a force  as  would  counteract 
the  power  and  offensive  enterprize  of  an  Ame- 
rican squadron  so  truly  formidable.  With 
such  a force  it  will  be  perceived  that  his  host 
of  frigates  and  smaller  vessels  would  be 
struck  out  of  the  account,  or  added  to  the  list 
of  our  navy,  if  they  came  in  contact. 

These  views,  it  is  true,  are  prospective,  but 
wTith  a stable,  judicious  and  liberal  system,  the 
result  would  be  realized  at  no  remote  period. 

Having  noticed  these  exceptions  to  the  civil 
administration  of  the  British  navy,  it  is  but 


Las  been  adopted;  and  the  advocates  of  re-  j just  to  observe,  that  the  organization  of  the 
form,  either  from  the  subtile  ramifications  of  military  part  of  their  system  is  much  more 
the  evil,  or  the  agency  of  some  sinister  influ- 1 perfect. 

cnee  appear  to  despair  of  success.  j The  regulations  and  instructions  for  the 

According  to  the  most  intelligent  writers,  service  at  sea,  adopted  by  order  in  council,, 
supported  by  well  established  facts,  the  dete-jand  published  in  one  quarto  volume  in  1808, 
rioration  of  the  British  navy,  owing  to  the  j are  those  which  now  prevail.  They  are  ex- 
injudicious  selection  and  combination  of  in  jcellent,  and  afford  much  matter  worthy  of  in- 
congruous materials  in  the  construction,  and  j corpora  t ion  into  cur  system,  with  such  modi- 
the  abortive  method  of  preserving,  is  very ! fication  as  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the* 
alarming;  and  the  diversity  in  the  form,  di-  service  may  require. 
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Ofthe  French  naval  system  the  department  .trees,  equal  to  the  estimated  produce  of  fifty 
of  construction  is  universally  admitted  to  bet  seven  acres,  the  importance  of  securing  for 


the  most  perfect  in  existence,  and  is  well  wor 
thy  of  imitation.  The  military  part  of  the 
system,  however,  is  less  perfect  in  practice 
and  not  so  well  adapted  to  the  habits  and 
usages  of  American  seamen  as  that  of  the  Bri- 
tish. 

The  character  of  the  navy  of  any  nation 
will  be  determined  by  its  commercial  and  na- 
vigating enterprise.  That  of  America  had 
surpassed  every  other,  until  the  unexampled 
prosperity  and  rapid  extension  of  its  com- 
merce excited  the  envy,  jealousy  and  hostili- 
ty of  those  who  could  not  meet  it  in  fair,  e- 
qual  and  friendly  competition.  The  same  en- 
ergy, skill,  vigilance  and  intrepidity  which 
distinguished  the  commercial  navigators  of 
the  U.  States,  characterise  the  officers  and 
seamen  of  the  navy.  The  same  superiority 


public  use  all  that  valuable  species  of  oak, 
which  is  found  only  on  the  southern  sea-board 
is  sufficiently  obvious. 

Dock  yards,  foundaries,  smitheries  and  ar- 
mouries, in  safe  and  eligible  sit  uations,  are  in- 
dispensible  appendages  of  so  important  and 
growing  an  establishment.  These  always  col- 
lect the  beat  workmen,  and  a private  interest 
cannot  interfere  with  the  execution;  the  mate- 
rials and  workmanship  are  better,  and  the 
work  is  performed  with  more  certainty  and 
regularity  than  by  contract  with  private  indi- 
viduals, whose  works  in  some  cases,  may  bo 
so  remote  from  the  seat  of  demand  that  the 
transportation  may  cost  more  than  the  ar- 
ticle. 

There  is  another  branch  of  the  service, 
which  appears  to  me  to  merit  the  serious  de- 


of  construction  which  gave  to  its  commercial  (liberation  of  the  legislature,  with  regard  to 
marine  the  celerity  and  security  for  which  it  j the  establishment  of  some  regular  sys- 
is  distinguished,  may  be  seen  in  the  Ameri- item,  by  which  the  voluntary  enlistments 


for  the  navy  may  derive  occasional  reinforce- 
ment from  the  services  of  those  seamen  who, 
pursuing  their  own  private  oceuj»tlons,  aie 
exempt,  by  their  itinereht  habits,  from  public 
service  of  any  kind.  In  my  view  there  would 
be  nothing  incompatible  with  the  free  spirit 
of  our  free  institutions,  orthe  rights  of  indivi 
duals,  if  registers,  with  a particular  descriptive 
record,  were  kept  in  the  several  districts,  of 
all  the  seamen  belonging  to  the  U.  States, 
and  provision  made  by  law  for  classing  and 
calling  into  the  public  service,  in  succession, 
for  reasonable  stated  periods,  such  portions  or 
classes  as  the  public  service  might  require;  and 
if  any  individual  so  called  should  be  absent  at 
the  time,  the  next  in  succession  should  perform 
the  tour  of  duty  of  the  absentee,  who  should, 
on  his  return,  be  liable  to  serve  his  original 
tour,  and  his  substitute  he  exempt  from  his 
succeeding  regular  tour  of  duty. 

In  the  military  service,  should  the  ranks  not 
be  filled  by  recruits,  the  deficiency  of  regular 
force  may  be  filled  up  by  drafts  of  militia,  to 
assemble  at  a given  time  and  place;  not  so  in 
the  naval  service,  it  depends  exclusively  upon 
voluntary  enlistments,  upon  which  there  is  no 
reliance  for  any  given  object,  at  any  time  or 


can  navy,  which  is  truly  indigenous  and  dis 
tinct  from  every  other.  The  independent 
character  of  the  nation  is  manifestly  visible 
in  the  genius  of  its  navy.  Ti-e  classes  of  our 
ships,  their  form, -construction,  armament  and 
equipment  have  been  tested  by  experience,  and 
found  to  have  been  happily  adapted  to  our 
circumstances,  compelling  the  enemy  either 
to  employ  ships  of  the  line  against  frigates, 
or  to  construct  a new  class  of  ships.  Their 
efficiency  and  perfection  have  extorted  the 
praise  of  the  enemy.  The  author  before  qout- 
ed  says  “the  carronades  I saw  on  board  the 
U.  States’  brig  Argus  were  better  mounted, 
and  the  vessel  more  complete  than  those  in 
the  British  navy,  and  she  was  uncommonly 
well  manoeuvred.” 

Our  ships  are  excellent,  and  all  in  good 
condition.  The  classes  are  few,  and  so  uni- 
form that  without  inconvenience  the  masts, 
spars  and  equipments  of  any  one  of  a class 
will  serve  indifferently  for  any  other  of  the 
same  class.  All  the  new  ships  of  each  rate 
are  of  the  same  class,  and  are  absolutely  si- 
milar in  all  their  equipments,  and  in  the  di 
mensionsand  proportions  of  their  hulls,  masts 
spars  <kc.  This  strict  similarity  should  be 
carefully  preserved  upon  every  principle  of  [place.  Hence  themost  important  expeditions 


convenience,  economy  and  efficiency. 

Timber,  which  forms  an  object  of  much 
solicitude  in  Great  Britain,  deserves  the  par- 
ticular attention  of  the  department,  there  or- 
ganization of  which  will  doubtless  be  made 
to  combine  the  necessary  talents  and  means 
to  provide  for  every  branch  of  the  service, 
by  a reasonable,  diligent,  and  judicious  col- 


may  utterly  fail,  though  every  possible  exer- 
tion shall  have  been  made  to  carry  them  into 
effect. 

If  we  examine  with  due  attention,  the  na- 
ture, extent  and  importance  of  the  objects  in- 
volved in  the  administration  of  the  naval  af- 
fairs, and  contemplate,  in  the  history  of  ages 
past,  the  unsuccessful,  though  indefatigable 


lection  in  secure  and  convenient  depots,  of  all  i labors  of  legislation,  science  and  genius  to  per- 
the  materials  which  enter  into  the  construe-  feet  the  system,  we  may  learn  to  appreciate 
tion  and  equipments  of  ships  of  war.  with  more  accuracy,  and  cherish  with  more 

When  it  is  considered  that  one  seventy-four  liberality,  the  life  of  study,  observation  and 
gun  ship  requires  two  thousand  large  oak  experience,  required  to  arrive  even  at  iirod£-» 
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rate  attainments  in  a science,  which,  though 
familiar  in  the  estimation  of  all,  is  the  most 
complicated,  critical  and  interest  ing,  that  has 
ever  engaged  the  attention  or  influenced  the 
destinies  of  nations.  My  sole  object  is  to  in- 
vite the  attention  and  liberality  of  the  nation- 
al councils,  to  the  requisite  talents  and  qua- 
lifications, for  chenshiiig  and  rearing  to  matu- 
rity, the  vigorous  plant,  around  which  are 
entwined  the  affections  and  conlidenee  of  the 
country. 

All  these  objects  appear  to  me  to  be  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  revision  of  the  civil 
administration  of  our  naval  affairs,  the  execu- 
tive branch  of  which  should  be  conducted  by 
persons  of  large  views,  collectively  combining 
all  the  practical  knowledge  and  professional 
intelligence,  which  those  important,  diversi- 
fied and  comprehensive  subjects,  obviously 
require. 

We  have  a good  foundation  upon  which  to 
raise  a durable  superstructure;  and  conclud- 
ing that  that  system  cannot  be  radically 
wrong,  which  has  produced  such  favorable 
results,  1 should  be  unwilling  to  hazard,  by 
an  entire  innovation  the  benefits  we  have  de- 
rived, and  may  still  derive,  by  retaining  the 
present  organization  of  the  navy  department, 
and  providing  by  law  for  an  intelligent  practi- 
cal and  efficient  auxil  ary  agency,  such  as  ex- 
perience has  suggested. 

With  this  view,  1 have  the  honor  to  submit 
with  great  deference,  the  following  system 
for  the  organization  of  the  department  of  the 
navy  of  the  U.  States,  distinguishing,  for  the 
sake  of  perspicuity,  in  the  form  of  a bill, 
those  objects  which  appear  to  require  legis- 
lative provision,  from  those  for  which  execu- 
tive regulation  may  prescribe  with  more  con- 
venience and  advantage;  the  outline  of  which 
only  is  given,  as  the  ground  work  maybe  fil 
ed  up  to  greater  benefit,  when  the  collected 
experience  and  talents  which  it  contemplates 
shall  have  deliberated  upon  the  subject. 

AN  ACT 

FOTl  TUE  OTIGAXIZATION  OF  TiiE  XAVY  DEPARTMENT. 

lie  it  enacted , &c.  That  the  office,  dut  ies,  and 
powers,  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and  of  rite  ac- 
countant, agents  and  other  officers,  of  the  depart- 
ment of  the  navy,  .be  and  remain  as  now  by  law  es-i 
tablished  ; except  as  hereinafter  modified,’  altered, 
or  transferred  to  any  other  office  or  offices,  created 
by  this  act. 

Sec.  2d.  That  the  president  of  the  United  Stages 
be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  designate  three 
officers  of  the  navy,  and,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  sen  ate,  to  appoint  two  other  judicious 
persons,  skilled  in  nival  affairs  to  be  inspectors  of 
the  navy,  who  together  shall  constitute  a board  of. 
inspectors  of  the  navy,  three  members  whereof, 
shall  be  necessary  to  form  a quorum  ; and  the  busi- 
ness of  the  s .id  board  shall  be  transacted  in  such 
central  and  convenient  place,  for  the  superimei!- 
dance  of  the  navy,  as  the  president  of  the  U.  States 
shall  direct — who  shail  also  have  power  to  designate 
th$  presiding  member,  and  to  appoint  the  secretin 
of  the  said  board,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  keep  re- 


gular and  correct  records  of  all  the  transactions  of 
the  board,  and  to  transmit  attested  copies  o*  hH  such 
proceeding  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  for  he  in- 
spection and  revision  of  the  president  of  the  United 
Sr.  tes,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  adjournment  of 
the  meeting,  at  Which  any  such  proceedings  may 
h.,ve  b ken  place  ; and  the  said  board  shall  ii  >ve  pow- 
er to  establish  such  rules  and  regulations  for  its 
own  proceedings,  and  to  employ  such  numbers  of 
clerks  and  assistants,  as  well  for  the  transacting  of 
the  business  of  the  board,  as  for  that  of  the  several 
inspectors,  and  to  procure  such  book's,  m ips, charts, 
plans,  drawings,  models,  and  stationary,  as  the  pub- 
lic in! erest  may  require,  and  the  president  of  the 
United  States  may  approve. 

Sec.  3.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary 
of  the  navy;,  to  arrange  and  class,  under  distinct  and 
appropriate  heads,  as  equally  as  may  be,  all  such 
du lies  and  details,  as  may  be  found  impracticable 
ror  the  officers  of  the  department  of  the  navy,  as 
now  organized,  to  execute  with  advantage  to  thfe 
public,  *nd,  with  the  approbation  of  the  president, 
of  the  United  States,  to  assign  to  each  inspector  of 
the  navy,  the  special  charge  and  execution  of  one 
of  the  classes,  so  arranged ; for  the  faithful  per* 
form  me-  of  which  trust,  the  said  inspectors  shall, 
severally,  be  held  responsible  under  the  instruction, 
and  subject  to  the  revision  of  the  board  of  inspect- 
ors, to  which  a statement  cf  all  the  transactions  of 
each  inspector,  shall  be  submitted,  for  revision,  at 
each  stated  meeting,  and  an  abstract  thereof  trails-' 
muted  monthly  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  withe 
such  remarks  thereon  as  the  nature  of  the  case  may 
require  ; and  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  navy,  to  prepare  a system  of  general  lTgu- 
lations,  defining  and  prescribing  the  respec  tve 
powers  and  duties  of  the  board  of  inspectors  of  the 
navv,  and  of  the  several  inspectors,  which  rules, 
when  approved  by  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  respected  and  obeyed,  until  altered  or  re- 
voked by  the  same  authority;  and  the  said  general 
regulations  thus  prepared  and  approved,  shall  be 
laid  before  congress  at  their  next  session. 

Sec.  4 Tha»  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  alone  to  appoint  a 
person,  skilled  in  .he  science  and  practice  of  naval 
architecture,  to  the  office  of- naval  constructor,  and 
also  to  appoint  two  assistant  naval  constructors  ; and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  to 
prepare  such  rules  and  regulations  for  conducting 
the  business  of  the  constructor’s  department,  as 
shall  appear  necessary  and  proper,  which,  when  ap- 
proved by  toe  president  of  the  United  States,  shall 
be  respected  and  obeyed,  until  revoked  by  the  same 
authority  ; and  the  naval  constructors  shall  bo  allow- 
ed one  clerk,  to  assist  in  transacting  the  business  of 
his  department. 

Sec.  5 That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  with  the  consent 
and  advice  of  the  senate,  to  appoint  a paymaster  of 
the  navy,  who  shall  perform  the  duties  of  his  office 
agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  president  of  the 
United  Stales  for  the  time  being,  and  before  he  en- 
ters upon  the  duties  of  the  same,  shall  give  bonds, 
with  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  in  such  sums  as 
the  president  of  the  United  States  shall  direct,  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  his  said  office,  and  shall 
t dee  an  oath  to  execute  the  duties  thereof  with  fi- 
delity. 

Sec.  6 That  all  letters  and  packets  to  and  from 
the  inspectors  and  paymaster  of  the  navy,  which 
i elates  to  their  official  duties,  shall  be  free  from 
postage. 

Sec-  7.  That  each  inspector  of  the  nary  shall  be- 
eJntitled  to  the  pay  and  rations  of  a captain  com- 
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sanding  a sqhauron  on  a separate  service,  ami  also 
to  the  sum  ot  twelve  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  in 
lieu  of  house  rent,  fuel,  forage,  &c.  and  the  salary  i 
of  the  naval  constructor  shall  be  three  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum;  each  of  the  assistant  constructors, 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum  ; the  paymaster 
.of  the  navy,  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum  ; the 
.secretary  of  the  board  of  inspectors,  two  thousand 
dollars  per  annum  ; and  the  clerks  and  assistant,  au- 
thorised by  this  act,  shall  receive  such  reasonable  j 
compensation  for  their  services,  as  the  president  of  i 
.the  United  States  shall  direct. 

I would  also  respectfully  suggest  the  expediency! 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  establishment  of  a naval  i 
academy,  with  suitable  professors,  for  the  instruc-l 
tionof  the  officers  of  the  navy,  in  those  brandies  of! 
the  mathematics  and  experimental  philosophy,  in  j 
the  science  and  practice  of  gunnery,  theory  of  na- 
val architecture  and  art  of  mechanical  drawing, 
which  are  necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
naval  officer. 

In  order  to  illustrate  the  principles  and  operation 
of  the  proposed  organization  of  the  navy  depart- j 
jnent,  the  following  outline  of  the  powers  and  du- 
ties which  is  contemplated  to  assign  to  the  board  of 
inspectors,  and  to  the  several  inspectors  is  respect- 
fully suggested. 

Powers  and  duties  of  the  Hoard. 

The  board  should  have  the  general  superinten- 
dence and  direction  of  the  affairs  of  the  navy,  under 
the  instructions  from,  anu  powers  delegated  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  and  authority  over 
all  the  officers,  agents,  and  persons  employed  under 
the  navy  department,  report  to  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  from  time  to  time,  all  such  matters  and  things 
as  may  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  tend  to  promote 
the  efficiency  and  economy  of  the  establishment  ; 
and,  upon  the  requisition  of  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  furnish  all  the  estimates  of  expenditure,  which 
the  several  branches  of  the  service  may  require,  and 
such  other  information  and  statements  as  he  may 
deem  necessary. 

The  board  shall  have  the  power  of  making  con- 
tracts and  purchases,  either  directly  or  through  the 
navy  agents,  whose  power,  in  this  respect,  should 
be  limited  to  small  sums,  and  to  objects,  the  pro- 
curing of  which  may  not  admit  of  delay  * in  all 
other  cases,  the  previous  sanction  either  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navv,  of  the  board  of  inspectors,  or 
«f  some  officer  authorized  by  the  board  should  be 
indispensible. 

The  n.tvd  stations,  within  the  United  States  should 
be  designated  by  convenient  boundaries  ; and  an  offi- 
cer of  rank,  trust,  and  confidence,  should  reside  in 
each,  who  should,  under  the  instructions  of  the 
board,  superintend  and  control  the  affairs  of  the 
navy  within  ins  district,  and  report  to  the  board 
from  time  to  time.  All  requisitions  of  command 
ing  officers,  pursers,  and  other  persons,  upon  the 
agents,  should  be  checked,  and  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  board,  or  of  the  resident  officer,  autho- 
rised by  the  board,  before  they  are  complied  with. 

Payments  and  advances  shall  be  made,  as  hereto- 
fore, through  the  navy  agents  (except  those  for  the 
pay  of  the  navy;)  and  the  sanction  of  the  secretary 
of  the  navy,  of  the  board,  or  of  the  officer  authoriz- 
ed by  the  board;  should  precede  all  payments  and 
advances,  except  for  limited  and  urgent  demands. 

The  board  should  establish  general  regulations  for 
the  conduct  of  its  members,  in  the  discharge  of  the 
special  and  important  trusts  severally  assigned  to 
them  by  the  secretary'  of  the  navy  ; and  should  di- 
gest and  report  to  the  department,  distinct  regula- 
tions for  the  following  objects. 
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1 Uniform  regulations,  establishing  the  several  cRs- 
ses  of  ships  and  vessels  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
States;  with  tables  of  the  dimensions,  propor- 
tions, number,  qu-ntity,  qulity,  nature  and  des- 
cription, of  masts,  spars,  rigging,  anchors,  cables,^ 
armaments,  and  equipments,  of  all  kinds  ; and  ot 
the  quantity,  quality,  and  description  oi  the  pro- 
visions and  s’ ores  of  every  sjiecies,  for  a given 
period  for  each  class. 

2 Regulations  for  receiving,  preserving,  issuing, 
and  strictly  accounting  for  the  expenditure  .ot 
materials  and  stores  of  all  k inds,  and  in  every  de- 
partment of  die  service,  within  the  United  States. 

3 Regulations  for  surveying  and  authenticating  thfe 
actual  state  and  condition  of  all  the  ships  and  ves- 
sels of  the  navy,  and  of  all  the  matemls  and 
stores  of  every  species,  reported  to  he  decayed, 
damaged,  or  defective  ; and  for  directing  the  re- 
pair, conversion,  saie,  or  other  disposition  ot  the 
same,  as  the  nature  of  the  case  may  require. 

4 A more  perfect  system  of  general  regulations  for 
the  naval  service,  at  sea  and  on  the  lakes. 

5 General  regulations  for  the  flotilla,  or  force  em- 
ployed in  harbor  defence,  adapted  to  the  peculiar 
nature  of  that  service. 

6 Uniform  regulations  for  the  navy  yards,  or  arse- 
nals, and  depots  of  stores  and  materials. 

7 Regulations  for  the  cruizing  ships  and  vessels  of 
the  navy,  while  in  port ; for  the  recruiting  service.; 
and  fo;*  the  officers  of  the  navy,  while  on  shore,  on 
duty,  or  on  furlough  ; in  order  to  ascertain  the  ac- 
tual state  and  local  situation  of  all  the  officers. 

8 A system  of  detailed  regulations  for  the  naval 
hospitals,  and  medical  department  of  the  navy, 
within  the  United  Slates. 

9 An  entire  and  new  system  of  regulations  for  the 
conduct  of  pursers  in  the  navy,  accurately  defin- 
ing their  duties,  securing  a more  strict  accounta- 
bility ; limiting  their  emoluments  by  a fixed  and 
reasonable  standard;  and  protecting  the  seamen 
of  the  navy  fnim  the  undue  advantages  which  may 
be  practised  with  impunity,  under  the  present 
system. 

10  Regulations  for  ascertaining  by  examination,  the 
moral  character  and  professional  qualifications  of 
all  the  officers  of  the  navy,  below  the  grade  of  a 
master  commandant,  classing  them  in  the  scale  of 
their  several  merits ; and  of  the  pretensions  of 
those  who  may  be  selected  for  promotion,  as  well 
as  of  the  candidates  for  warrant  appointments  m 
the  navy. 

All  which  regulations,  when  approved  by  the  pre* 
sident  of  the  Lnited  Slates,  shall  be  established  and 
obeyed,  until  revoked  by  the  same  authority. 

The  duties  and  details  of  service,  proposed  to  be 
assigned  to  the  several  inspectors  of  the  navy,  may 
be  classed  as  follows  : 

1st  Class.  Comprehending  the  general  correspon- 
dence of  the  board,  and  preparation  of  all  the  re- 
ports, estimates,  and  statements,  required  by  the 
dep  u tment ; and  the  communications  of  such  pro- 
positions and  informa* ions  to  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  as  the  board  may  deem  interesting ; and  al- 
so the  general  chafge  md  direction  of  the  flotilla 
service  on  the  New  Orleans  station. 

2d  C^iss.  Comprehending  the  general  military  cor- 
respondence with  all  the  officers  of  the  navy  ; the 
roll  of  the  officers  of  the  navy,  and  record  of  their 
services,  merits  and  qualifications,  to  be  kept  on 
the  fifes  of  the  board;  orders  for  courts  of  enqui- 
ry and  courts  martial,  and  the  preparation  of  all 
the  documents  and  statement  connected  with 
these  objects,  also  the  general  charge  and  direc- 
tion of  the  flotilla  service  on  the  southern  stations 
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viz.  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina  and  [neighborhood,  who  saluted  them,  but  was  treated 
Norfolk.  | with  the  greatest  contempt.  One  of  them  rushed  on 

Sd  Class.  Comprehending  the  direction  of  ordnance!  to  the  house  with  his  sabre  in  his  hand;  a few  mo- 
f»n-.  u spoliation  ; the  general  superintedence  of ' ments  after  the  captain  came  onshore,  with  the 
the  boundaries,  laboratories,  armories,  and  other  J avowed  purpose,  as  he  said,  of  burning  down  the 
worka  connected  with  the  naval  ordnance  depart-  dwelling  bouse,  See.  He  sternly  asked  who  whs  the 
ment,  and  the  inspection  and  proof  of  arms,  am*  proprietor,  where  he  was,  &c.  to  all  which  questions 
munition.  Sec.  The  direction  of  the  transporta- ' appropriate  answers  were  given.  He  was  also  in- 
tion  of  all  persons,  stores,  and  provisions  of  the  J formed  that  the  property  belonged  to  the  incorpora- 
navy,  by  land  and  water  ; and  the  general  charge]  ted  Catholic  clergy  of  Maryland,  and  was  solely 
and  direction  of  the  flotilla  service  in  the  Pataps-  (appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  church  and  support" 


co  and  Delaware,  and  New  York. 


| of  the  missions,  and  was  requested  to  spare  it  on 


h Class.  Comprehending  the  victualling,  suste- ! account.  He  replied,  as  that  was  the  case,  he 
nanee,  including  purser,  medical,  and  hospital  j sliould  not  burn  the  house,  but  however  ordered  his 


They  advanced  to  the  house; 
i of  them  ran  into  the  private 
| chapel,  when,  painful  to  relate!  the  sacred  vest- 


stores  ; also  the  general  charge  and  direction  of,' nien  to  proceed 
the  flotilla  service,  on  all  the  naval  stations  from ! immediately  4 or 
New  York  eastward,  and  on  lake  Champlain 
Sth  Class.  Comprehending  the  supply  of  hemp,  j ments  were  thrown  here  and  there,  the  vessels  con- 
tains, cordage,  sail  duck,  iron  and  other  metals,  secral ted  to  the  service  of  God  prophaned,  the  holy 
anchors,  *nd  fell  other  equipments  and  materials  j altar  stript  naked,  the  tabernacle  carried  ofl',  and 
required  for  the  service,  ercept  those  which  »re  j the  blessed  sacrament  of  the  altar  borne  away  in  the 
included  in  the  foregoing  classes,  and  in  the  con-]  hands  of  those  sacrilegious  wretches, 
structors  department;  and  also,  the  general  charge  I “The.  captain  was  entreated  over  and  over  again  to 
and  direction  of  the  service  on  Lake  Ontario,  and ! protect  the  church  and  have  ill  things  returned  ; he' 


the  upper  lakes. 


premised  he  would  ; lie  ran  to  the  barge  and  ordered 


The  superintendence  and  direction  these  five  ch  s-  the  men  to  restore  the  sacred  vessels  and  vestments; 


of  objects  would  be  distributed  among  the  five 
specters. 


jthey  handed  one  chalice  out  of  the  barge,  when  the 
leap  Win  said  he  could  not  command  them,  they  were 


The  department  of  construction,  under  the  direc-  & sel  ruffians.  The  reverend  gentleman  whore- 
tion  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and  of  the  board  of ! sides  there,  also  joined  in  entreating  them  to  return 


inspectors,  would  prepare  all  the  drafts,  plans,  and  l-he  sacred  vessels,  vestments  and  other  articles  for 
instruction?,  for  the  building  ©fall  the  vessels  of  the  Jthe  use  the  altar.  The  captain,  answered  he  would. 


navy ; construct  the  models,  and,  when  appooved, 
direct  and  superintend  under  the  control  of  the 
board  of  inspectors,  the  budding  and  repairing  of  the 
ships,  vessels,  boats,  the  formation  of  masts,  spars, 
&c.  and  the  contracting  for  procuring  all  the  mate- 
rials of  wood,  and  of  copper,  in  pigs,  bolts  and  sheets, 
necessary  for  the  supply  of  the  navy  ; construct  from 
the  lines,  in  the  mould  left,  all, the  moulds  requisite 
for  moulding  and  bevelling  the  timber  in  the  forest, 
under  the  direction  of  skilful  persons  to  be  employ- 
ed by  the  constructor  for  that  purpose,  and  superin- 
tend the  construction  of  wharves,  ships,  workshops, 
and  engines,  required  in  building  and  repairing  ships 
of  war. 

It  is  a copious  subject,  in  which  it  is  difficult  to 
combine  brevity  with  perspicuity. 


seated  himself  in  the  barge  and  ordered  his  men  to 
move  off  without  taking  any  more  notice  of  the  en- 
treaties. An  old  lady  who  lived  on  the  place  pre- 
vailed on  them  in  the  meantime  to  return  the  taber- 
nacle, which  they  did,  also  a part  of  the  vestments. 

“On  returning  to  ihe  house,  it  was  pitiful  to  view 
the  different  rooms  they  had  ransacked,  particular- 
ly the  chapel ; they  left  the  crucifix  on  the  altar  ; 
broke  the  cruets  and  scattered  the  pieces  over  the 
floor ; they  carried  off  six  feather  beds,  sheets, 
bankets  and  pillows— bed  curtains,  an  alarm  clock, 
silver  spoons,  knives  and  forks,  glass,  the  reverend 
gentleman’s  watch,  the  candlesticks  belonging  to 
the  altar,  kitchen  furniture,  and  almost  all  the 
loathing  belonging  to  th’e  persons  who  reside  in  the 


house,  two  trunks  with  cloatbing,  books  and  medi- 
o \rr\  ijni.  + .1  ..  , „ . cine,  several  pair  of  new  shoes  made  for  the  people, 

A • , o provide  a practical,  efficient,  Ln(j  a quantity  of  leather;  even  the  linens  which 

W,th  “ 7"*  '"dividual  «d  vm  at1  the  wash,  and  many  other  articles  not  yet 
collective  respans.bihty  as  may  be  attainable  ; and  I |known.  The  loss  of  that  house  on  this  and  a form- 


feel  a persuasion  that  the  result  would  not  greatly 
disappoint  the  estimate  I have  formed ; the  wisdom 
of  the  senate  will  better  appreciate  its  merits. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

f W.  JONES. 

The  honorable  president  of  the  senate. 


er  occasion,  cannot  be  much  less  than  $1200. 

“The  above  brig  is  the  Jason,  capt.  Watts,  she  is 
now  under  way  down  the  Potomac,  with  a schr.  in 
co.  which  it  is  supposed  she  ci.ptured  last  evening. 
Any  comment  on  the  above  is  thought  unnecessary; 
the  facts  are  such  as  to  inspire  sentiments  of  the 
deepest  regret  and  horror  of  such  sacrilegious  trans- 
actions,” 


Late  Omissions.— Miscellaneous. 

BRUTALITV  OP  THE  EJfEXY. 

Extract  of  a letter  dated  St  Inigoes,  St.  Mary's 
county  Md.  JYov.  1 . 

“Yesterday  an  enemy’s  brig  c,  me  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Patuxent  round  Point  Look  Out,  and  towards  e- 
vening  hove  m sight  of  this  place.  Shortly  after  a 
barge  was  seen  coming  round  Fort  Point.  In  about 
15  minutes  they  were  at  the  bank  of  the  garden  of  St 
Inigoes  manor  house,  the  residence  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Missionary,  who  attends  the  adjoining  congre- 
gations. They  were  met  by  a gentleman  of  the 


THE  ENEMY  AT  WABEHAM. 

The  best  evidence  we  have  of  the  tmth  of  the  fol- 
lowing official  is — that  the  cotton  factory  “com- 
pletely destroyed”  is  still  standing.  It  is  probable 
also,  that  the  number  of  tons  destroyed  was  not 
the  h If  of  what  is  stated. 

From  the  London  Gazette  of  Aug.  27. 

Admiralty  Office,  Aug.  27. 
Copy  of  a letter  from  admired  Cochrane , to  J.  IV.  Crok - 
er,  esq.  dated  at  Bermuda , July  18. 

I am  happy  in  again  having  an  opportunity  of  call- 
ing their  lordships  attention  to  the  zeal  and  activity 
of  t!  offers  of  H Majesty’s  squadron  station- 
ed ofFN.  London  Ulde  t;ie  orders  of  capt.  Paget. 
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The  enclosed  copy  of  a letter  from  him,  will  ac- 
quaint their  lordships  of  a very  gallant  and  judicious 
servic-  sv?  formed  by  a division  of  boats  ot  the  Su- 
perband Hi^;"  »d,  under  the  command  of  lieut.  Gar- 
land of  the  Sw*-  fo,  whose  ability  is  most  conspicu- 
ously displayed  iu  the  masterly  stratagemhe  resort- 
ed to,  for  bringing  oft*  the  whole  of  his  force  un- 
hurt, in  the  face  of  his  numerous  militia,  after  hav- 
ing destroyed  nearly  2500  tons  of  shipping,  and  a 
valuable  cotton  mill  belonging  to  the  enemy  situated 
at  some  distance  up  the  country. 

Superb,  Martha's  Vineyard  Sound,  May  14. 

Having  received  in'elhgence  that  a fine  ship  and 
an!  brig  ju3t  built,  the  former  fora  letter  of  marque, 
the  other  for  a privateer,  were  with  several  oilier 
vessels  lying  at  a place  called  Wareham,!  proceed 
ed  hence  and  detached  the  Nimrod  through  Quick’s 
Hole,  with  the  boats  *f  this  ship,  and  two  from  the 
N.  to  destroy  them,  under  the  direction  of  lieut.  J. 
Garland  of  the  Superb;  and  lam  happy  to  add,  that 
the  service  was  perfectly  performed  without  any 
loss  on  our  part,  though  it  was  achieved  under  criti- 
cal circumstances.  The  extreme  intricacy  of  the 
navigation,  rendered  it  too  hazardous  to  attempt 
the  enterprise  without  I he  assistance  of  day  light, 
which  however,  necessarily  exposed  the  boats  upon 
their  return  down  the  narrow  stream,  to  a fire  of 
musketry  from  a numerous  mili*i»,  which  had  col- 
lected from  the  vicinity  on  the  first  alarm. being  giv- 
en. But  the  foresight  and  prompt  resolution  of  lieu*. 
G.  completely  succeeded  in  obviating  the  dangei 
that  was  thus  to  be  apprehended;  for  haviug  first 
destroyed  all  the  vessels  and  the  cotton  manufacto- 
ry, he  then  ascertained  the  principal  people  of  the 
plac  \ and  secured  them  as  hostages  for  a truce, 
till  the  boats  were  conducted  back  out  of  the  rtaach 
of  difficulty;  the  influence  <hat  these  persons  had 
over  the  militia  that  had  collected  and  threatened  a 
cross  fire  upon  the  boats  from  both  banks  of  the  ri- 
ver, has  been  proved  by  their  abstaining  to  molest 
them,  and  of  course  the  hostages  were  afterwards 
Tclanded  at  the  most  convenient  spot.  The  cotton 
manufactory  had  been  lately  built  at  great  expense, 
was  full  of  stores,  and  belonged  to  a company  of 
sixty  merchants  at  Boston. 

I herewith  send  a list  of  the  vess«ls,  fee.  destroy- 
ed; and  1 cannot  in  justice  omit  to  report  the  steady 
and  exemplary  conduct  of  the  seamen  and  marines, 
who  though  exposed  to  incessant  temptation  of  li- 
quor, fee.  did  not  in  any  single  instance  fail  to  spurn 
the  offer  made  to  them,  and  strictly  to  hold  private 
property  sacred.  * C.  PAGET. 

Vessels  &c.  destroyed. 

Ship  Fair  Trader,  444  tons,  quite  new,  built  for  a 
letter  of  marque,  and  pierced  for  18  12  prs.— 
brig  Independent,  300  ton:;,  on  the  stocks,  built  for 
a privateer,  and  perced  for  14  guns,  readv  for 
launching— schr.  Fanny  .258  tons,  belonging  to  Fal- 
mouth,  a new  vessel— schr.  Elizabeth,  230  tons,  da 
do.— schr.  Nanoy  230  do— sloop  Wilmington  150, 
built  in  1809— schr. Industry,  136, 1B09— schr.  Arab, 
136,  1812— brig  Wm.  Richmond,  133,  1808— schr. 
New  Suites,  96,  18  0 — sloop  Paragon  70,  ready  for 
launching— sloops  Wdliam,  60,  1801— Thomas  60 
— Wm.  Lucy  58,  new— Experiment  60— Friendship 
45,  built  in  I805--Tot.'il  252?. 

A cotton  m an  uiactory,eiUirely  destroyed,  the  va- 
lue of  which,  with  the  cotton  which  it  contained, 
estimated  by  the  principal  inhabitants  at  half  a mil- 
lion of  dollars. 


cents  lias  been  disbursed  from  this  office,  on  account 
of  bounties  and  premiums  for  recruits  since  the  27th 
of  January  1814,  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  law 
increasing  the  bounty.  The  distribution  of  this  sum, 
as  nearly  as  can  be  well  ascertained,  has  been  as 
follows,  viz. 


To  Massachusetts,  including  Maine  $237,400 

New-Hampshire 

37,800 

Vermont 

109,300 

Connecticut 

78,932 

Rhode-Tsland 

1,000 

New-York 

475,320 

New- Jersey 

15,000 

Pennsylvania 

188,900 

Delaware 

10,000 

Maryland,  including 

district  of 

Columbia 

80,592 

Virginia 

159,962  98 

North  Carolina 

60,000 

South  Carolina 

-62,800 

Georgia 

-34,000 

Tennessee 

98,000 

Kentucky 

108,000 

Ohio 

96,500 

Louisiana 

63,530 

Michigan  Territory 

20,000 

Mississippi  Territory 

4,000 

Indiana  Territory 

2,000 

1,492 

$1,944,828  98 

Missouri  Territory 

Army  Pay-Office,  City  of  Washington, 
September  24,  1814.  ^ 

Sin— Agreeably  to  your  request  I have  the  honor 
do  state,  that  the  sum  of  #1,944,828  and  nifiety-eight 


To  this  sum  it  would  perhaps  be  no  more  than 
just  to  add  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  dollars,  of 
which  I am  not  yet  fully  advised,  and  which  of  course 
loes  not  now  regularly  appear  on  the  books  of  tiiis 
office. 

With  sentiments  of  respect,  fee. 

(Signed)  ROBERT  BRENT, 

P.  M.  U.  S.  Army. 

Hon.  G.  M.  Troup, 

Chairman  of  the  military  committee. 

MILITIA  OKNURA; -011HKRS. 

Head- quarters.  New-Orleans,  Sept.  ?8,  1814. 
The  governor  and  commander  in  chief  esteems  it 
a duty  again  to  call  the  attention  of  the  militia  to 
the  dangers  which  menace  the  state,  and  to  order 
each  and  every  corps  to  hold  itself  in  readiness  for 
service.  The  late  and  successful  enterprize  of  the 
enemy  against  the  city  and  neighborhood  of  Wash- 
ington teaches  us,  how  necessary  it  is  to  improve  our 
means  of  defence,  and  to  take  every  measure  of  pre- 
caution. The  most  perfect  union  is  of  primary  im- 
poftance,  and  a prompt  obedience  to  -orders  indis- 
pensable. Our  strength  is  sufficient  to  ensure  safe- 
ty; provided  it  be  applied  speedily  and  judiciously. 
Our  country-presents  many  advantages.  Intricate  and 
enclosed  it  is  difficult  of  access.  The  avenues  of 
approach  must  be  vigilantly  watched,  and  firmly 
defended.  In  this  duty  the  militia  are  to  partici- 
pate, and  must  not  shrink  from  toil  or  danger.  Our 
great  object  should  be,  to  guard  against  surprise  ; 
but  a knowledge  of  the  e;temy’s  advance  will  be  of 
little  avail,  unless  v/e  are  prepared  to  meet  him. — 
Let  every  man  then  hold  it  a sacred  duty  to  keep  his 
arms  and  accoutrements  in  a condition  for  immediate 
service,  and  be  himself  prepared  to  rally  on  a mo- 
ment's -warning,  at  the  call  of  his  chief.  The  enemy 
no  longer  respects  “the  principles  of  humanity  or 
the  rules  of  civilized  warfare!”  He  avows  a design 
“to  destroy  and  lay  waste  such  towns  and  districts 
upon  the  sea  coast  as  may  be  found  assailable.”  De- 
vastation marks  his  progress,  and  the  terms  ovt  which 
Alexandria  was  exempt  fYom  conflagration,  shew 
that  he  spares  only  to  plunder.  Opposed  to  such  an 
enemy,  we  can  alone  look  for  safety  with  arms  in 
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oil!’  hands,  and  a determination  to  yield  but  in  death. 
The  commander  in  chief  persuades  himself  that  the 
most  patriotic  zeal  will  animate  every  breast,  and 
that  a love  of  country  will  acquire  the  ascendancy  of 
every  other  passion.  Such  was  the  spirit  which 
made  America  free,  and  otui  alone  preserve  her  in- 
dependence. To  those  aged  citizens,  who  have 
enrolled  their  names  among*  the  defenders  of  the 
istate,  tiie  most  grateful  thanks  are  due.  An  exam- 
ple so  glorious,  cannot  fail  to  excite  in  younger  men 
those  feelings  which  will  secure  for  their  much  in- 
jured country  .the  warmest  support.  To  the  requi- 
sition now  in  service,  and  other  detachments  order- 
ed on  duty,  the  commander  in  chief  -is  desirous  to 
add,  for  the  better  defence  of  Louisiana,  a partizan 
corps  to  be  composed  of  150  riflemen,  150  light  in- 
fantry, to  which  shall  he  annexed  a detachment  of 
cavalry  to  continue  in  service  for  six  months,  unless 
sooner  discharged.  To  complete  this  corps  the  com- 
mander in  chief  invites  the  service  of  volunteers 
from  every  part  of  the  state.  Such  citizens  of  New 
Orleans  as  may  be  desirous  to  enrol,  will  hasten  to 
associate,  either  as  infantry  or  riflemen — those  of 
the  interior  countries,  who  may  wish  to  join,  will 
repair  without  delay  to  New  Orleans,  where  the 
companies  will  he  organized,  and  the.  officers  which 
shall  be  recommended,  duly  commissioned.  Volun- 
teers will  provide  themselves  with  knapsacks,  and 
such  as  have  rifles  are  requsted  to  bring  them.  The 
commander  in  chief  addresses  himself  to  every  ci- 
tizen who  has  health,  strength  and  inclination  to 
enter  on  this  service — ho  calls  more  particularly  on 
the  young  men  of  Louisiana — he  reminds  them  of 
the  spirit  of  their  fathers  and  trusts  they  will  emu- 
late their  virtues.  The  crisis  is  important,  and 
pregnant  with  events  of  the  greatest  interest.  That 
independence,  which  our  fathers  acquired,  is  now 
to  be  maintained  by  the  valor  of  their  sons.  That 
tranquility  which  the  peaceful  inhabitant  of  Louisi- 
ana has  hitherto  enjoyed  ; the  fruits  of  hi§  ifldu»,'ry 
—the  safety  of  his  family— Ins  property,  his  riet)t§ 
are  all  menaced  by  a merciless  foe.  ‘ Ai"  iucfc  a ‘mo 
ment,  every  true  America,  feach  faithful  Louisi- 
anian  must  have  Ins*  oOSoip  in  his  country’s  cause.” 
We  will  never  abandon  our  parents,  and  leave  our 
sisters  to  the  cleiiien-y  0f  the  victor. 

WM,  C.  C.  CLAIBORNE, 
Governor  and  ooinm under  in  chief. 
Adjutant  General’s  Office, 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  19,  1814. 

General  orders.  The  practice  of  officers  and 

eating1  n*6  8?fvice’.  or  dth^nvigf  <?9mtjvjni- 

movem 
of  the 
linrri 


The  lieutenant  colt*iel  commanding,  begs  the  offi- 
cers of  the  brigade,  to  accept  his  warmest  and  most 
unfeigned  thanks  for  their  uniform  good  conduct  and 
attention  to  orders  and  discipline,  for  the  short  space 
of  time,  as  senior  officer,  the  command  of  the  bri- 
gade has  devolved  upon  him,  and  lie  begs  them  to 
Convey  to  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates, under  their  respective  commands,  his  thauk3 
for  their  soldier-like  conduct  and  orderly  behaviour, 
which  is  a sure  pledge  of  llieii*  future  dsvotedness  in 
their  country’s  cause,  and  of  this  city  in  particular, 
should  it  again  be  assailed  or  threatened  by  the 
enemy. 

He  regrets  most  sincerely  the  cause  which  gave 
rise  to  his  assuming  the  command,  especially  at  a 
crisis  like  the  present,  when  experience  and  military 
talents  were  so  eminently  combined  in  our  late  ex- 
cellent commander,  and  which  is  so  necessary  to 
unite  all  hearts  and  hands  in  our  own.  defence,  as 
well  as  in  defence  of  our  country’s  rights  and  vio- 
lated honor. 

To  major  Frailey,  brigade  major  and  inspector, 
major  Small,  brigade  quarter-master,  he  tenders  his 
thanks  for  their  continuance  to  the  close  of  the  ser- 
vice, and  for  the  assiduity  and  perseverance  in  their 
several  stations,  which  has  tended,  in  so  eminent  a 
degree,  to  promote  that  good  order  and  regularity  in 
every  department  througuout  the  brigade. 

Wrh.  M ‘DONALD, 
Lieut,  col.  com’gSd  brig.  M.  Af. 
[The  account  of  the  battle  between  the  two  “Kilken- 
ny cats,”  in  which  they  fought  until  they  eat  up 
every  thing  but  the  tips  of  each  bther’s  tail,  may 
be  regarded  a pretty  moderate  story  When  such  a 
one  as  the  following  is  gravely  inserted.  Between 
fighting  and  lying,  the  British  somehow,  on  paper, 
always  get  the  victoin/,  though  we  get  the  ships  or 
destroy  them.— “Both  ships  sunk” — 600  tons,  24 
gufts  and  300  Iflsn  for  the  Wasp— 200  tons,  13 
guns,  and  iOO  men  /or  the  Avon!  This  is  “shoot- 
ing MYtng  tivsifT,  2?  tjlSJ  in  the  West  Indies.^ 
The  force  of  the  vessels  Was,  perhaps,  ns  ne*<n:!?‘ 
equal  as  any  that  have  met— if  any  advantage  was 
in  our  favor  it  was  trifling,  either  in  the  number, 
of  men,  guns  or  tons. 

WAS  I*  ANI)  AVON — FROM  A LONDON  PAPER. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Plymouth,  dated.  Sept  1% 
“As  the  public  mind  must  be  agitated  about  the 
fate  of  the  Avon,  for  your  information  I beg  to.  say, 
this  moment  her  2nd  lieut..  and  one  midshipman, 
(friends  of  mine)  are  arrived  at  this  place,  with  the 
Captain  only  slightly  wounded  in  both  legs,  them- 


service-, t,s  positively  forbidden.'  Swjr^mmnnTi^^i  “*  C,‘  ' contest  took  place  for  two 

cations  rind  their  way  into  the  newspapers  and  m il  lon^  to?  ” had  nearly  ceased,  H. 

ny  of  our  newspapers  fi„d  theil.  w/y  «*»*«««:  ‘ 

our  blunders,  man  iw  pwn  prowess"  fV' a r ;lu  mstamiy  her  bowsprit  across  ' -^dside 
..  ..  I *uwesst  Contrar-I  the  pnpmv  • . .1...  a K,  .4^ 


firing,  bore  down 


Who  Is  well  known  to  be  more  adroiUn^roVPT^  “'e'1’,  C*[liU“»»“««cred  by  m *he  hawse  of 
•j,  than  by  I,is  nwn  prowes/  L 0 -V 1 ^ mstantly  ran  liGt.  bowsprit  across 

Hmveiv  r '"ontr‘lG*  r-he  enemy^  pohring  in  at  the  same  time  a bi 
th,r  ' , the  army.  [ which  she  followed  by  a 2nd,  some  say  a third, 
order,  , >.»  •>  J - * 


, ■ , by  his 

tors,  agents,  suttlers,  and  all  f0} 
are  cautioned  against  violating 
(Signed)  -a 


Halves, 

t "tyor-generai 


Brigade  orders 


ments 
nev 


that  critical  moment  the  Avon  threw  out  a signal  ol 
-"“jor.renemj  ’ distress,  which  determined  the  commanding  officer 

Third  Brigade,  Murv  Zi*  c°™mnc}ivg.  of  the  Castilian,  lieut.  LV>vd,  to  relinquish  any  fur- 
Baltimore.  JvTl^{U}a>-  I titer  attack  on  the  Wasp,  hasten  to  the  succor 

Of  tli$  Aven,  which  he  waa  n0  more  able  than  to-" 
general  or-  effect  as  sl.e  Went  doivn  oh^**  ^ 

was  removed.  II.  M.  6.  Tartar.  « J“st  thf" 

.“ft  «"*  havinS  ,f°  °f  the  Avon!s  "*  ^ted  "n  quest  of 
.WB .J9  strengthen  her  crew  prooft!  vbuth‘,„  and 
he  Wasp-X lie  gallantry  of  capt.  , ,„pl»»d«d 

fi  ?}>»  «nip  s campy  hy  cannot  be  top  higl  „ated  The 
ri,Uj  j when  the  disparity  of  force  be  esvi  _ ‘ ^ 

* m nrer  600  tons'  burthen  and  i mounted 


)ddove, nber  18, 1814. 
yid)  general  c. 

*******  11,e  5;h,  6th,  2ri:h  l!me,U!  lieutenAnt 

;nts  mflujtry,  and  the  rid  and  51st  regi- 

are  honorably  dic^i  . oattuluin,  maim, 
major-general  commS Tc  WiJh  ^e^ksofft 
•orderly  behaviour  apd  attem  ^ iheir  condur ^ 
tkW.  sefvict.  : attention  to  discipline  Jur 
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32  pounders,  with  a complement  of  500  men,  wliils* 
our  vessel  was  only  200  tons,  and  18  24prs.Jjwith  10U 
men.  We  regret  to  state  our  loss  at  9 killed  and  33 
wounded.  Amongst  the  former  the  gallant  lieut. 
Pendergast,  who  fell  by  a grape  shot  whilst  nobly 
cheering  the  crew.  The  captain’s  wound  injtbe  leg 
is  likely  to  do  well,  nor  have  we  heard  that  any  of 

the  other  wounded  are  in  danger  of  their  lives. 

yldvcrtiser. 

Exc:iaxcjk  of  prisoners  ! By  the  following  from 
an  Easton  (Md.)  paper,  it  appears  that  the  British 
are  determined  to  consider  all  persons  as  prisoners 
of  war  that  are  liable  to  militia  duty.  A practice 
on  this  new  principle  will  demand  retaliation. 

Eastoiiy  (~ Md .J  Act*.  19.— In  consequence  of  the 
capture  of  the  packet.sloop  Messenger,  (capt.  Vick- 
ers,) oi  the  11  th  inst.  a flag  of  truce  was  obtained 
from  brigadier-general  Benson,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  the  ransom  of  the  sloop  and  release  of  the 
passengers. 

We  are  sorry  to  say  that  the  object  of  the  truce 
was  only  in  part  effected.  They  would  not  listen  to 
the  ransom  of  the  sloop  on  any  terms,  and  the  fol- 
lowing will  shew  how  far  they  will  consent  to  the 
release  of  prisoners. 

List  of  prisoners  released,  who  w^ere  captured  in 
the  sloop  Messenger,  on  the  11th  inst.  and  sent  to 
Easton,  in  the  flag  schooner  Superior,  capt.  Auld, 
where  they  arrived  on  the  17th,  viz. 

Mrs.  Edith  Dawson  and  her  two  children  ; Miss 
Harriet  W.  Day;  Mis*  Susan  M'Glaughlin  ; Miss 
Isabella  Prince  ; James  Cockayne,  non-combatant ; 
Joseph  Spencer,  ditto,  being  a teacher  in  a public 
Seminary  ; negroes  Ned  and  Kitty. 

Prisoners  released  who  were  captured  in  other 
vessels  and  put  on  board  the  prize  sloop  Messenger. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Frazier,  of  Dorchester ; Doctor 
Travers,  of  ditto  over  45  ,*  Mrs.  Brown,  of  New 
York,  put  bn  board  the  flag  schooner,  from  the  Dra- 
gon 74. 

Pi* i Sobers  detained  as  militia  men,  captured  in  the 

Sloor>  • 

r Rybert  Spencer,  of  Easton  ; Samuel  Holmes,  of 
do. ; Henry  L.Qbrk,  of  Baltimore ; William  Broom- 
well,  of  Easton. 

Note — Mrs.  Broomweli  and  Mrs.  Johns  her  mo- 
ther, continued  on  board  the  commodove’s  ship  with 
Mr.  Broomweli,  through  choice,  with  an  expecta- 
tion of  obtaining  his  release. 

Prisoners  detained,  who  were  captured  in  other 
tessels  an.l  put  on  board  the  sloop  : 

Charles  Egeleston  and  James  Frazier,  of  Dorches- 
ter militia  men.  » 

Easton , 12 th  Nov.  1814. 

Sr* — The  sloop  Messenger,  a packet- boat  has 
been  VAptured  by  one  of  the  barges,  belonging  to 
your  sVuadron,  with  several  respectable  inhabitants 
of  Talbtu  county,  and  I am  sorry  to  learn  that  these 
passenger  have  not  been  sel  on  shore,  many  of  them 
being  lad  As  it  is  hoped  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
releasing  tnpm  immediately.  Mr  .Clement  Vickers, 
a highly  resectable  citizen  of  this  county,  indus- 
triously labo^ng  for  the  support  and  advancement 
of  his  faiaily,  must  sustain  in  the  capture  of  Jus 
vessel,  a loss  i^iat  will  reduce  him  to  the  greatest 
difficulty  and  inconvenience,  unless  he  can  ransom 
her  at  some  mo  dWte  sum,  the  usages  of  war  justi- 
fy and  recommend  such  a procedure,  in  as  much  as 
the  spirit  of  the  p\ictioe  of  civilized  nations,  in  a 
state  of  war  enjoinsV them  to  conduct,  it  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  make  it\ unavoidable  course  produce 
as  little  private  individual  calamity  as  possible.  I 
have  granted  a flag  uncIW  the  conduct  of  major  Me- 
redith, for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  immediate 
Restoration  of  the  captives  to  their  friends,  <md  to 
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give  to  the  owners  of  the  property  taken  an  oppor- 
tunity of  ransoming  it  according  to  the  usages  of 
war.  1 hare  the  honor  to  be,  your  humble  servant, 

P.  BENSON,  B.  G.  of  Md.  Militia. 

To  the  commander  of  his  Britannic  majesty's 

Sf/madrnn,  now  lying  in  t he  Chesapeake  hay. 

Ilis  majesty’s  ship  Dragon,  off  Tankers,  1 : th  Nov.  1814. 

Sin— In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  inst.  just 
received  from  major  Meredith,  I am  to  acquaint  you 
that  such  of  the  American  prisoners  as  were  cap- 
tured on  the  11th  inst.  in  the  Messenger,  whose 
age,  exclude  them  from  militia  service  are  here- 
with set  at  liberty  together  with  the  ladies,  chil- 
dren, Sec. 

I am  to  acquaint  you  that  it  is  contrary  to  my  in- 
structions to  ransom  any  vessel  or  property  captured 
from  the  enemy. 

i m sorry  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  parole  the  pri- 
soners named  in  the  margin*  but  my  orders  forbid 
my  entering  into  any  arrangement  for  the  release  or 
exchange  of  prisoners  except,  on  the  principle  of  re- 
ceiving man  for  man,  on  such  terms  it  will  afford  me 
great  pleasure  to  be  enabled  to  restore  these  gentle- 
men to  their  friends  for  any  British  subjects  you  may 
send  me. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir.  your  obedient  humble 
servant,  ROB’T.  BA  RRTE,  captain 

and  senior  officer. 

To  Brigadier-general  Benson. 

Gf.n.  Macomb. — The  inhabitants  of  Belleville,  N. 
J.  on  the  return  of  major-general  Macomb  to  his 
family,  received  him  in  a manner  the  most  gratify- 
ing and  complimentary  ; as  a testimony  of  their 
spirit  and  patriotism,’ they  fired  a national  salute 
and  illuminated  the  village,  and  particularly  the 
fence  in  front  of  the  general’s  house.  The  general 
came  forward  and  courteously  acknowledged  the 
compliment,  in  a style  highly  interesting  and  im- 
pressive, taking  the  villagers  cordially  by  the  hand, 
and  passing  those  civilil  ies  for  which  all  men  who 
are  not  above  their  situations  are  remarkable,  ana 
which  so  eminently  distinguish  the  gentlemen  and 
the  patriot.  In  return,  the  general  ordered  his  excel- 
lent band  of  music  to  play  Hail  Columbia,  and  other 
national  airs.  Never  on  the  return  of  any  hero  to 
the  peaceful  bosom  of  his  family,  was  evinced  so 
universal  a scene  of  sincere  joy  and  heartfelt  satis- 
faction.— [_E.  Post. 

Major-general  Porter — The  following  articles, 
which  we  copy  from  >.  Batavia  paper,  will  he  inter- 
esting to  ail  those  who  have,  with  us,  admired  the 
gallantry  displayed  by  the  New-Yovk  volunteers  at- 
tached to  Brown’s  avmv,  rnd  have  duly  appreciated, 
the  me’  it  of  the  intrepid  and  worthy  commander  who 
led  them  to  the- field,  and  se  often  faced  the  enemy 
at  their  head. 

Camp  Batavia,  JYov.  2d,  1814. 

General — The  campaign  having  closed  and  our 
country  no  longer  at  this  moment  requiring  our  ser- 
vices, we  are  about  to  return  to  our  homes  and  en- 
joy in  the  peaceful  circle  of  our  friends  that  happi- 
ness, which  a consciousness  of  having  performed  out* 
duty,  ever  imparts. 

But  permit  us,  ere  our  departure,  to  express  to 
you,  with  the  warmth  of  soldiers,  that  high  sense 
we  have  ©f  your  skill  and  gallantry,  and  our  grate- 
ful acknowledgments  for  your  indefatigable  exer- 
tions and  arduous  labors  in  disciplining  and  train, ng 
us  for  the  field  of  glory.  Your  labors  have  not  been 
without  success. 

The  militia,  since  our  glorious  revolution  have 
[been  considered,  (until  within  these  two  years)  the 
bulwark  of  our  country;  within  that  period,  ; hey 

j * Ruber  c Spencer,  Wm.  Bromweli,  '"has.  Egeles- 
fon^  James  Frazier,  Samuel  Holmes,  Ueniy  L.  Clark. 
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Cojry  of  a letter  from  captain  Young * to  com.  Afacdo- 

Jlough , dated, 

U.  S,  ship  Saratoga,  Lake  Champlain,  Sept.  I3th,  1814. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  of  enclosing1  to  you  a list  of 
Icillerl  and  wounded  troops  of  the  line  (acting  ma- 
rines on  board  the  squadron.  Lake  Champlain,)  in 
the  action  of  the  11th  ins*. 

In  attempting  to  do  justice  to  the  brave  officers 
and  men  I have  had  the  honor  to  command,  my  fee- 
ble abilities  fall  far  short  of  my  wishes.  First  lieu- 
tenant Morrison,  33d  infantry,  stationed  on  board 
the  U.  States  brig  Eagle,  was  wounded,  but  remain- 
ed on  deck  during  the  action  animating  his  men  by 
Lis  honorable  conduct.  Second  lieutenant  James 
Young,  6th  infantry,  on  board  the  United  States 
schooner  Ticonderoga,  merits  my  warmest  thanks. 
1 would  particularly  recommend  him  to  your  no- 
tice. Second  lieutenant  William  B.  Howell,  15th' 
infantry,  in  the  U.  States  ship  Saratoga,  render*! 
me  every  assistance, notwithstanding  his  having  been 
confined  for  ten  days  of  a fev^r,  yet,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action,  was  found  on  deck  and 
continued  until  the  enemy  had  struck,  when  he  w*s 
borne  to  his  bed ; I would  also  recommend  him  to 
your  notice. 

The  conduct  of  the  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  was  so  highly  honorable  to  their  coun- 
try and  themselves,  it  would  be  superfluous  to  par- 
ticularize them. 

i have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
WHITE  YOUNGS. 

Capt.  15th  inft.  commanding 
detachment  acting  marines. 
Com.  Thomas  JHactlonough , commanding 

U.  S.  squadron  on  lake  Champlain. 

NEW  BOUNDARIES.— A pamphlet  lias  lately  appeared  in 
i.ondon,  entitled  “Compendious  view  of  the  points  to  be  discussed 
in  treating  with  the  United  States  of  America,”  ascribed  to  a Mr. 
Atcliesoii,  who  has  been  for  some  time  employed  as  an  agent  to 
the  British  merchants  connected  with  the  North  American  colonies, 
The  Quebec  Gazette  is  decidedly  opposed  to  these  boundaries,  inas- 
much as  the  population  to  be  acquired  thereby  would  overwhelm 
that  of  the  Canadas,— estimating  the  .ietv  subjects  at  about  one 
million! 

The  following  is  the  summary  of  the  project  contained  in  this 
pamphlet: 

“The  summary  of  what  we  have  attempted  to  shew  the  neces^ 
•sity  ofi  and  have  warmly  recommended  to  those  whom  Great  Bri- 
tain charges  with  the  adjustment  of  our  differences  with  America, is 

“First.  A new  boundary  line  throughout  tlie  whole  extent  of 
North  America,  where  our  possessions  and  those  *f  the  United 
States  come  in  contact;  keeping  in  view,  that 

“Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  be  restored  t#  their  ancient 
limits,  security  against  aggression,  and  a free  communication  with 
Canada  be  obtained,  without  passing  through  the  United  States, 
•and  the  islands  in  the  Passamaquoddy  bay  be  resumed  by  us: 

“That  the  Americans  be  excluded  from  the  navigation  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  and  all  its  tributary  lakes  and  waters;  and 

“That  a navigable  part  of  the  Mississippi  be  brought  within  the 
Canadian  territories. 

“ Secondly . A new  boundary  line  for  the  Indian  territory. 

“ Thirdly . No  forts,  or  military  posts,  to  he  erected  by  the  Ame- 
ricans In  the  intlian  territory,  or  on  the  boundaries,  or  on  any  ter- 
ritorial or  other  jurisdiction  or  public  property  possessed  by  them 
within  these  limits. 

“ Fourthly . The  independence  of  the  Indians,  and  the  integrity 
of  their  boundaries,  to  he  guaranteed  by  Great  Britain. 

“Fifthly.  The  Americans  to  be  excluded  from  the  fisheries  on 
the  coast  of  British  North  America,  incidentally  on  this  head, 
taking  care  that  it  be  recommended  in  negociating  with  France, 
by  no  means  to  restore  the  islands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  or 
to  permit  the  French  to  participate  in  the  fisheries  of  Newfound- 
land. 

“ Sixthly . The  Americans  to  be  excluded  from  all  intercourse 
with  the  British  West  India  islands. 

“ Seventhly . The  Americans  to  be  excluded  from  trading  with 
our  East  India  possessions,  and  their  pretended  right  to  the  north- 
west coast  of  America  to  be  extinguished  forever. 

“ Eighthly . The  Americans  not  to  be  allowed  to  incorporate  the 
Florutas  with  their  republic;  and  the  cession  of  New-Orleans  to  be 
required,  in  order  to  ensure  to  us  thw  enjoyment  of  our  privileges  to 
navigate  the  Mississippi;  and  here  it  may  also  be  a question,  in 
Itow  far  the  arrangements  made  between  Spain,  France,  and  Ame- 
rica, respecting  Louisiana,  can  come  into  discussion. 

“ Lastly . No  commercial  treaty  to  be  entered  iuto  with  the  United 
States,  but  the  basis  upon  which  trade  is  in  future  to  be  carried  on 
between  the  two  nations  to  be  defined  and  acknowledged  in  the 
treaty  of  peace  and  amity,  and  to  be  regulated  by  the  municipal 
laws  of  each  country. 

^“ifcaving  thus  reviewed  and  explained  these  objects, and  produced 


it  is  to  be  hoped,  a conviction  of  the  essential  nature  of  them  to 
the  prosperity  and  existence  of  our  colonial  possessions  in  North 
America,  we  trust  they  will  not  be  absorbed  in  the  magnitude,  or 
be  suffered  to  merge  in  the  weight  of  those  grand  questions, 
whence  the  war  originated— the  respective  assertion  and  denial  of 
our  maritime  and  inherent  rights.  In  fact  whilst  they  ar»  scarcely 
to  he  d arned  of  minor  importance,  in  our  point  of  view  th«  y fi  rm 
the  bulk  of  what  ought  to  come  under  discussion;  for,  as  to  our 
maritime  rights  we  reassert,  that  so  far  from  the  concessions  bring 
admitted,  even  all  disquisition  relative  to  them  should  peremptorily 
be  abstained  from.” 

The  pamphlet  (says  the  Quebec  Gazette,  of  October  16)  is  ac. 
companied  with  a map,  shelving  the  proposed  boundary  line.  It 
maybe  traced  on  any  map  of  North  America;  beginning  at  Penob- 
scot, up  that  river  to  the  heights  of  laud,  along  those  heights  to  the 
sources  of  the  Connecticut,  down  the  Green  Mountains.  &c.  to 
iort  Anne,  following  th«  heights  of  land  between  the  Hudson  and 
f^eorgc\.  thence  along  the  highlands  between  the  sources  of 
the  rivers  flowing  imp  the  United  States,  the  Sr.  Lawrence  and 
the  lakes,  to  the  head  of  the  Alleghany  river  near  lake  Erie,  and 
down  the  Alleghany  river  or  Ohio  to  its  confluence  with  the  Mis- 
sissippi, up  ike  Mississippi  to  the  Missouri,  and  followingthe  Mis- 
souri to  i he  Rocky  Mountains;  including  almost  all  <he  population 
of  Vermont, that  of  New-York,  and  the  whole  of  Ohio. 

British  goods,  in  great  quantities,  are  received, 
as  well  hy  smuggling,  as  by  regular  entries,  to  the 
eastward.  The  manner  is — they  are  brought  from 
the  new  British  port  of  Castine,  to  Buckslown,  hy 
land,  and  there  put  on  board  “neutral”  vessels  and 
conveyed  to  Hampden , whore  they  are  entered.  This 
trade  be  mg  however,  only  one  sided,  cannot  last;  and 
would  dr  an  the  United  States  of  all  our  specie  in  a 
very  little  time. 

British  liberality. — The  farce  of  making  pay- 
ment for  articles  plundered  by  tlie  British,  as  some- 
times thay  pretend  to  do,  is  handsomely  exposed  in 
the  following  statement : 

A list  of  slock , c 5*c.  taken  from  Choptank  Island,  by 

the  British , from  the  2 Oth  to  the  2 5th  October , 1814 

— viz. 

43  grown  cattle,  50  sheep 

15  calves,  25  bbl$.  corn, 

— 2 or  3 tons  hay. 

58 

For  the  above  articles  they  left  bills  of  exchange 
to  the  amount  of  1 50/.  sterling.  The  following  stock 
they  left  the  specie  for,  at  the  prices  opposite  each, 
viz. 

7 grown  cattle,  at  $5  jg35 

5 calves,  at  2,  10 

6 large  hogs,  8 

$53 

ALEX.  HEMSLEY. 

London , Sept.  3. — A list  was  on  Wednesday  posted 
up  at  Lloyd’s  containing  a melancholy  catalogue  of 
no  fewer  than  825  ships,  which  have  been  taken 
by  the  Americans  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  rnsjor-general  Andrew  Jack- 

son  to  captain  E.  Rapier,  dated 

Head-Quarters,  7th  military  district. 

Mobile,  October  16th,  *314. 

Sir— I have  just  learned  that  general  Coffee,  with 
the  volunteers  will  reach  me  in  a few  days.  Their 
patriotism,  at  this  all  important  crisis  has  jistly  en- 
titled them  to  be  hailed  as  the  first  of  patriots  in 
the  union  ; and  will  immortalize  the  stde.  Tiiey 
have  set  a fit  and  proper  example  to  the  nster  states 
of  the  union ; and  if  followed  by  then  will  soon  • 
make  us  respectable  abroad,  the  tyrart  of  England 
«h udder,  and  obtain  for  us  an  honorable  peace  in  a 
short  time. 

As  soon  as  general  Coffee  readier  me  I will  be  in 
motion,  asd  I trust  with  the  smile*  of  Heaven  to  be 
able  to  give  security  to  this  section  of  the  coun- 
try in  a short  time. 

From  a Scotch  paper  of  Sept.  1. 

Summary  of  Politics. 

Aberdeen,  Sept.  3- — Tlie  affairs  of  Norway  are 
said  to  be  finally  settled,  ard  Prince  Christian  has 
formally  stipulated  for  the  subjugation  of  the  Nor- 
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2-ffect  may  be  revok  11  take  this  step  in  confidenc 
that  the  patriotic  spirit,  which  lias  been  displace 
by  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  late  pressing 
emergency,  may  bo  relied  on,  should  a u v r an 
occur,  for  t he  supply  of  any  force  which  may  be  re- 
quisite. I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully* 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

His  Excellency  Simon  Srydcr, 

Governor  of  Pennsylvania , Harrisburg. 

■ Charleston,  JVov  16.  On  the  14th  inst.  were  ta- 
ken, seven  British  prisoners  by  the  militia  at  Long 
Bay  (Waccamaw)  from  a boat  that  came  on  shove, 
for  the  alleged  purpose  of  purchasing  provisions. 
The  vessel  from  which  the  prisoners  came,  is  a 
senooner  between  two  and  three  hundred  tons,  call- 
ed the  St.  Laurence,  formerly  the  private  armed 
schooner  Atlas,  which  admiral  Cockburn  had  cap- 
tured at  Ocracock.  Among  the  prisoners,  is  a lieu- 
tenant of  die  navy,  commander  of  the  schooner  and 
the  surgeon. 

Bamsn  (government)  bills,  at  Boston  or  Lon- 
don, 30  days,  14  1-2  to  15  per  cent,  discount. 

GENERAL  ORDER. 

Adjutant  a d Inspector  general’s  office. 

Washington,  Nov.  23. 

The  secretaries  of  thp  war  and  navy,  having  agreed  to  establish 
the  following  relative  rank  between  officers  of  the  army  and  na- 
vy, the  same  being  also  approved  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  it  will  be  observed  and  respected  accordingly. 

Rank  between  Nary  and  Army  officers. 

Commodores  of  squadrons,  being  captains,  Brig.  generals. 
Captains,  Colonel*. 

Master  Commandants,  Majors. 

Lieutenants,  Captains. 

The  rank  and  precedence  of  sea  officers  as  above  stated,  will 
take  place  according  to  the  seniority  of  their  respective  commis- 
sions. Captains  not  having  an  actual  command  as  commodore, 


have  been  stigmatised  as  a mob  worse  than  useless. 

Our  own  state,  more  particularly  has  felt  the  impu- 
tation— her  hardy  yeomanry  have  withdrawn  under 
the  odium  heaped  on  them,  apparently  deservedly. 

The  disgraceful  scenes  at  Queenston  and  in  the  vicin- 
ity  of  Black-Rack  and  Buffalo  have  been  obliterated 
by  their  conduct  since.  Iler  sons,  we  trust,  have 
shewn  to  the  world,  at  Chippawa,  Bridgewater,  and 
Erie,  that  with  an  able  commander,  one  who  pos- 
sesses the  undivided  confidence  of  her  citizen  sol 
diers,  the  militia  may  still  claim  the  proud  distinc- 
tion of  the  bulwark  of  the  nation.  It  remained  foi 
you,  sir,  after  all  the  disasters  and  disgrace  attach- 
ed to  the  militia,  to  work  this  revolution,  to  reno- 
vate our  spirits  and  lead  us  to  victory. 

We  now  take  our  leave,  anticipating  with  plea- 
sure, that  should  our  country  call  us  fort.li,  you  will 
again  lead  us  to  the  path  of  fame. 

Accept,  sir,  this  tender  of  our  thanks,  and  may 
you  long  enjoy  your  well  earned  laurels  and  the  con- 
fidence of  the  nation. 

H.  W.  DOBBIN, 

CALEB  HOPKINS, 

Committee  in  behalf  of  the  officers 

of  the  N.  Y.  volunteers  and  militia 
Major-general  Peter  B.  Poster, 

commanding  volunteers  and  militia. 

- Camp  at  Batavia , JVov.  2,  1814: 

Gentlemen — There  is  not  a circumstance  in  life 
that  could  have  afforded  me  more  heartfelt  pleasure 
than  to  have  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  volunteers  and  militia,  in  the  conduct 
of  a command  which  you  are  aware  has  been  sur- 
rounded by  difficulty  and  cliecquered  with  danger. 

For  the  handsome  manner  in  which  the  volunteers 
and  rnilitia  have  acquitted  themselves  on  the  Nia-  — — - , 

fWmtioi-  cl nrincr  thp  lntp  ramnajrn  the  credit  as  majors,  unless  the  combined  force  under  the  command  ot  any 
gan  trontier,  during  tne  late  campaign,  ute  ] such  captain  shall  equal  that  to  which  a captain  in  the  navy  is  en- 


witl  rmk  only  as  colonels— and  if  commanding  a vessel  of  inferior 
class  than  that  to  which  they  are  by  law  entitled,  will  rank  only 


is  due  to  the  gallant  officers  and  brave  men  with 
whom  it  has  been  my  singular  good  fortune  to  be 
associated. 

In  return  for  your  kind  wish,  accept,  gentlemen, 
my  hearty  prayers  for  your  happy  return  to  your 
friends  and  your  everlasting  prosperity. 

PETER  B.  PORTER. 

Col.  Bobbin , andj  Commit - 
Lieut,  col.  Ilophins,  $ tee,  &c. 

Circular — Harrisburg,  19th  Nov.  1814. — Sin — You 
will,  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this,  commu- 
nicate to  the  drafted  militia  and  volunteers  of  your 
brigade,  now  under  marching  orders,  the  revoca- 
tion by  the  secretary  at  war  of  the  requisition  for 
four  thousand  Pennsylvania  militia,  a copy  of  which 
is  hereunto  subjoined;  and  that  their  services  are 
consequently  for  the  present  dispensed  with.  Add- 
ing my  high  sense  of  the  honorable  feeling  and  pa- 
triotic spirit  manifested  by  those,  who  are  ready  to 
march  and  willing  to  subject  themselves,  at  this  in- 
clement season,  to  the  privations  and  hardships  al- 
ways inseparable  from  military  service,  in  defence 
of  their  beloved  country  and  to  avert  the  dangers 
with  which  it  was  threatened. 

SIMON  SNYDER, 
Governor  of  the  commonwealth. 
To  Inspector  of  the 

brigade  division  of  Pennsylvania. 

Department  of  War,  JVov.  14,  1814. 

Sir — Understanding  by  a communication,  that  a 
compliance  with  the  requisition  for  the  four  thous- 
and militia  lately  called  from  Pennsylvania,  will  be 
attached  with  much  inconvenience  and  embarrass- 
ment; audit  being  probable,  by  the  long  delay  of 
the  projected  expedition  of  lord  Hill,  that  the  state' 
of  affairs  in  Europe  may  prevent  its  prosecution  a- 
gainst  this  district  of  our  country,  I have  to  inform 
•your  excellency  that  your  orders  for  carrying  it  into 


titled,  in  which  case  he  shall  rank  as  a colonel. 

This  arrangement  is  not  to  give  any  pretence  to  land  officers,  to 
command  any  part  of  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States,  or 
to  sea  officers  to  command  any  part  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States— nor  shall  either  have  a right  to  demand  the  compliments 
due  to  their  respective  ranks,  unless  on  actual  service. 

Commodores  of  the  flotilla  service  will  have  the  rank  of  colonel 
only. 

By  order,  JOHN  R.  BBLL, 

Inspector  general. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  commodore  Macdonongli  to  brig, 
gen.  Macomb , dated 

U.  S.  ship  Saratoga,  off  Plattsburgh,  Sept.  13th, 1814. 
Dear  Shi — Enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  from 
captain  White  Youngs,  and  a list  of  killed  and 
wounded  attached  to  his  command. 

I beg  leave  to  recommend  captain  Youngs  to  your 
particular  notice  ; during  the  action  his  conduct 
was  sucli  as  to  meet  with  my  warmest  approbation. 

I feel  much  indebted  to  him  for  his  personal  valor 
and  example  of  coolness  and  intrepidity  to  his  own 
men,  as  well  as  to  the  sailors.  He  volunteered  in  a 
sinking  boat,  to  carry  my  order  to  the  gullies,  for 
close  action,  in  the  hottest  part  of  it ; and  supplied 
the  guns  with  his  men.  as  fast  as  the  sailors  were 
disabled. 

I am,  with  much  respect  and  esteem,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

T.  MACDONOUGIL 
Brig,  gen.  Macomb,  XJ  S.  army. 

Captain  Youngs  of  the  15th,  is  an  officer  of  dis 
tinguished  merit,  and  lias  conducted  himself  with 
the  greatest  propriety  on  board  the  fleet.  By  his 
example  and  attention  we  have  been  able  to  keep 
the  fleet  manned  from  the  line,  which  has  been 
the  means  of  contributing  to  the  result  of  the  naval 
engagement,  I therefore  recommend  him  to  the  par- 
ticular notice  of  the  war  department. 

ALEX.  MACOMB. 

September , 18,  1814. 
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wegialis  after  having  as  it  would  appear,  placed 
their  army  in  a situation  where  it  was  surrounded  by 
Ihatof  Swe  len.  The  letters  and  public  documents 
of  this  prince  have  for  some  time  been  of  a very  un- 
decided description.  He  affected  to  he  the  deter- 
mined warlike  leader  of  a people  resolved  to  sacri- 
fice all  for  independence,  and  at  the  same  time  he 
informed  his  enemy,  that  he  would  faithfully  re- 
present to  the  people  the  danger*  to  which  they 
were  about  to  expose  themselves  in  the  war.  In  the 
present  era  of  duplicity  and  underhand  intrigue,  it 
will  not  be  very  wonderful,  if  it  appear  that  prince 
Christian  had  merely  gone  over  to  manage  the  Nor- 
wegians; to  take  the  lead  among  them  with  many 
patriotic  declarations,  in  order  to  prevent  some 
more  determined  man  from  assuming  the  character 
of  their  chief,  and  finally  to  bring  about  their  sub- 
jection to  the  crown  of  Sweden.  The  spirit  of  the 
people  was  certainly  good,  their  good  discipline  and 
valour  unquestioned,  and  the  passes  of  the  country 
such,  that  a comparatively  small  army  could  effec- 
tually stop  invaders.  But  with  all  these  advantages, 
we  find  the  fortresses  on  the  frontiers  given  up  with- 
out resistance,  and  after  soma  unmeaning  movements 
in  the  field,  on  the  part  of  the  Norwegian  army,  an 
armistice  agreed,  on  which  virtually  resigns  the  in- 
dependence of  Norway. 

With  regard  to  Poland,  no  person  can  be  sanguine 
enough  to  expeot,  that  it  will  be  restored  to  inde- 
pendence during  the  present  order  of  things.  The 
partitioning  of  Poland  wiU  form  an  important  p*rt 
of  the  discussions  to  take  place  at  the  approaching 
congress.  A report  hts  been  circulated,  that  the 
emperor  Alexander  had  some  intentions  of  erecting 
it  into  an  independent  kingdom,  under  a Russian 
prince  ; and  were  this  accomplished,  Poland  would 
1>e  but  a vassal  state  of  Russia;  but  the  court  of 
Vienna,  it  is  said,  will  oppose  this  arrangement,  and 
insist  upon  the  dismemberment  of  the  territory.  It 
ds  thus  the  allies  give  liberty  to  Europe  ; and  when 
we  reflect,  that  in  Spain  despotism  in  church  and 
ifitate  is  restored  in  all  its  horrors,  while  continued 
ihroads  upon  liberty  are  made  in  France,  and  the 
most  ridiculous  attempts  are  made  to  restore  priest 
craft,  and  the  exploded  notion  of  the  divine  right  of 
Icings,  we  cannot  help  saying  that,  within  onr  recol- 
lection, the  liberties  of  Kw'ope  never  appeared  in  a 
less  thriving  ivay. 

And  whatever  we  may  think  of  the  blessings  we 
have  conferred  upon  Europe  bv  the  late  revolution, 
it  is  yet  certain,  that  a majority  of  tlve  continental 
states  do  not  at  ail  thank,  us  for  our  good  offices. 
The  French  express  no  gratitude  or  good  will  for 
breaking  their  bonds — the  Spaniards  under  every 
thing  we  had  done  while  endeavoring  their  delive- 
rance— the  Dutch,  with  much  apathy,  decline  our 
commerce,  and  threaten  to  discontinue  the  Orange 
Jioven  since  their  prince  imposed  a tax  of  three  half- 
pence a pound  on  butchers’  meat — the  Austrians  are 
apprehensive  of  renewed  attacks  from  France,  which 
are  loudly  threatened — and,  of  all  the  nations  ofEr 
rope,  perhaps  Russia  and  Prussia  only,  would  flunk 
Britain  for  her  exertions,  and  Sweden  while  the 
crown  prince  retains  his  influence;  ell  the  three  hav- 
ing to  expect  the  treatment  of  treacherous  allies,  had 
France  proved  successful  in  the  war. 

For  what  reasons  we  so  pertinaciously  urged  the 
war  against  France,  will  ever  be.  a very  pertinent 
question,  while  the  fa<al  effects  arising  from  that  war 
nre  felt.  Indemnity  fir  the  past,  and  security  for  the 
future  we  have  not  obtained.  We  have  added  about 
six  hundred  millions  to  our  national  debt,  and  of 
course,  thirty  millions  to  our  permanent  taxes — and. 
h ive  just  as  little  security,  as  at  any  period  of  the 
reign  gf  Donapir^e; 


Bos! on,  A ov  3.  A sloop  of  and  for  Providence*' 
from  New  York,  with  flour,  &c.  was  captured  ou 
Monday  last,  outside  of  Block  Island,  by  a British 
privateer  sloop,  a1!  the  crew,  except  onr  taken  out, 
a prize  master  and  three  men  put  on  board  and  or- 
dered for  Halifax. 

Soon  after,  the  American  sailor  left  pn  board,  per- 
suaded the.  men  that  it  was  necessary  to  caulk  irv  the 
dead  lights  and  companion,  as  having  no  pumps, 
should  it  come  on  to  blow,  she  must  sink.  While 
two  of  them  were  employed  caulking  inside  the 
companion,  and  he  outside,  and  one  at  the  deadlight, 
he  suddenly  closed  the  companion  slide  on  the 
three,  and  secured  them  below — while  doing  this, 
the  4th  man,  at  the  helm,  observing  him,  seized  an 
oar  and  struck  him  to  the  deck,  and  severely  wound- 
ed him,  he  however  immediately  recovered  himself, 
seized  & hammer  and  with  it  in  return,  struck  i)im 
his  antagonist  to  the  deck,  there  kept  turn,  and 
threatened  to  knock  his  brains  out,  if  he  attempted 
to  resist — in  that  situation  he  tied  his  hands  togeth- 
er ami  confined  him  under  the  cable  box,  on  deck. 

Afterwards  coining  on  to  blow,  and  hr  being  un- 
able to  work  the  vessel  alone,  he  offered  the  fellow 
(under  the  box)  his  life,  provided  he  tvould  assist 
him  working  the  sloop  into  port,  which  he  gladly 
accepted  ofj  and  she  arrived  at  Newport  on  Tuesday, 
when  the  heroic  tar  (by  the  name  of  Perkins)  de?> 
livered  over  his  prisoners  to  the  gun  boats. 


Naval  Report. 

IN  S RN  ATE,  November  28 . 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  of  the  senate 
on  naval  affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  tw<* 
resolutions  of  the  7th  inst  instructing  them 
“to  inquire  what  provision  should  be  made 
for  the  appointment  of  officers  above  the 
grade  of  captain,  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
States;  and,  also,  “to  inquire  what  provi- 
sion should  be  made  for  conferring  naval 
rank  by  brevet;  in  consideration  of  merito- 
rious service,”  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  reported- 
That  your  committee  assume  it  as  a policy 
now  settled,  that  the  United  States  are  to 
have  a permanent  naval  establishment,  which 
is  to  be  gradually  increased  according  to  cir- 
cumstances, and  as  the  ability  of  the  govern- 
ment may  permit.  Your  committee  deem  it 
unnecessary  to  go  into  a course  of  reasoning 
to  support  the  soundness  of  this  policy,  and  to 
establish  (what  is  now  generally  conceded,) 
that  a navy  is  the  most  appropriate,  the  most 
efficient,  and  the  least  expensive  defence  of 
this  country. 

The  commercial  and  maritime  habits  of  a 
large  portion,  of  the  people  of  the  U.  States, 
press  them  to  the  ocean;  hence  have  arisen 
competition  and  rivalship  with  other  nations, 
pursuing  the  same  course  of  industry  Tlve 
history  of  all  nations  teac  hes  us.  that  the  per- 
. sous  and  the  property  of  our  citizens  on  the 

I high  seas,  unprotected,  must  be  (as  indeed 
ithey  have  been)  the  subjects  of  frequent  vio- 
lence and  injust  ice.  The  true  remedy  against- 
thes$  maritime  wrongs  is  maritime. force.  A. 
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navy,  growing  up  with  the  growth  of  the  na- 
tion, cannot  fail,  before  the  lapse  of  mmy 
years,  to  procure  respect  from  abroad,  and 
safety  at  home. 

Congress,  apparently  influenced  by  these 
considerations,  at  an  early  period  after  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  general  government,  crea- 
ted a naval  department,  and  have  authorized, 
from  time  to  time,  the  ouilding  of  ships  of  war, 
until  the  navy  has  become  respectable  botii 
from  the  number  and  rates  of  its  vessels,  and 
still  more  so,  from  the  gallantry  and  splendor 
of  its  achievements.  By  the  laws  now  in 
force,  the  navy  will  consist  of  four  seventy- 
fours,  niae  forty-fours,  three  thirty  sixes,  eight 
sloops  of  war,  besides  a great  number  of  brigs 
and  schooners,  carrying,  m the  whole,  not 
le*s  than  thirteen  hundred  guns;  of  these  there 
remain  to  be  put  on  the  stocks,  one  of  the  se- 
venty-fours, and  four  of  the  forty-fours.  This 
force  is  exclusive  of  the  gun -boats,  the  flotil- 
las, and  lake  squadrons;  the  latt  r of  which 
consist  of  between  thirty  and  forty  ships,  some 
of  which  are  iarge.  The  national  vessels  on 
the  lakes  do  not  carry  less  than  live  hundred 
guns.  Your  committee  are  not  aware,  nor  do 
they  believe,  that  any  nation  possessing  a na- 
val force,  such  as  the  above,  is  without  a grade 
of  offieers  above  that  of  captain.  The  nation 
with  whom  the  United  States  arc  now  at  war, 
is  said  to  have  about  a thousand  public  ships; 
to  command  which  she  has  not  less  than  two 
hundred  admirals  of  ten  different  grades,  as- 
cending from  rear  admiral  of  the  blue  to  the 
admiral  of  the  fleet.  At  present  the  navy  of 
the  United  States  is  commanded  by  commis 
sioned  officers  of  three  grades  only:  lieuten- 
ants, master  commandants,  and  post,  captains. 

The  committee  would  feel  that  they  had 
not  done  justice  to  the  subject  committed  to 
them,  if  they  failed  to  contrast  the  situation 
of  the  army  with  that  of  the  navy,  as  it  res 
pects  the  scope  of  promotion  in  each. — The 
army  presents  for  the  encouragement  of  an 
honorable  ambition,  the  high  station  of  major 
general  through  ten  different  grades.  It  has 
also  advantages  in  the  variety  of  its  corps  un- 
known to  the  nav  v.  The  youth  of  our  coun 
try,  ambitious  of  military  fame,  may,  accord- 
ing to  their  taste,  enter  the  army  as  officers  of 
cavalry,  of  artillery,  of  infantry,  or  of  the  rifle 
corps.  Not  so  with  the  naval  officer.  All 
that  lie  «an  expect  is  to  be  transferred  from  a 
smaller  to  a larger  vessel: — from  a subordi 
nate  station  to  the  command  of  a ship  of  war. 
The  rapid  promotions,  of  late,  in  the  army, 
cannot  but  strongly  impress  the  naval  officer 
with  a deep  sense  of  his  own  confined  situation, 
and  of  the  cheerless  prospect  before  him. 
Does  not  justice  then  dictate  that  the  range 
for  promotion  should  be  enlarged  in  our  nava- 
establishment? 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  a dis 
Cfteet  policy  and  a prudent  foresight,  not  less 
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than  a just  regard  to  tl  e strong  claims  of  the 
navy,  call  for  an  enlargement  of  the  sphere 
ot  promotion.  It  cannot  be  long  before  the 
navy  will  be  called  on  to  sail  in  squadron. 
The  highest  attainments  in  naval  tactics 
should  be  encouraged.  It  you  expect  men  to 
labor  for  the  highest  qualifications  in  their 
professions,  it  is  necessary  to  open  to  them 
the  way  to  the  stations  requiring  them.  The 
surest  mean  by  which  you  will  probably  in- 
duce the  officers  to  qualify  themselves  for  an 
admiral's  command,  is  to  create  that  grade  in 
the  navy.  Thereby  requiring  in  the  same  act 
great  professional  attainments,  and  offering  a 
reward  for  them 

V our  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion, 
that  whether  they  view  this  subject  in  refer- 
ence to  the  practice  of  older  and  more  expe- 
rienced nations,  or  in  regard  to  the  just  claims 
and  the  long  and  meritorious  services  of  the 
naval  officers,  or  with  a view  to  a just,  pru- 
dent, and  liberal  policy  on  the  part  of  the  go- 
vernment, a grade  or  grades  superior  to  that 
of  captain  should  now  be  created  in  the  naval 
establishment. 

As  to  the  second  resolution  relative  to  con- 
ferring naval  rank  by  brevet,  it  does  not  oc- 
cur to  your  committee  as  necessary;  it  having 
been  the  practice  of  the  government  to  confer 
actual  rank  without  regard  to  seniority, 
in  reward  of  brilliant  achievements,  or  meri- 
torious service. 

The  committee  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

Resolved , That  it  is  <*pedient  to  authorize 
by  law  the  appointment  of  officers  above  the 
grade  of  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
States. 

Resolved , That  it  is  inexpedient, at  this  time, 
to  make  any  provision  for  conferring  naval 
rank  by  brevet. 

Na-cy  department , November  15 th  1814. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  the  enquiry  contained 
in  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  founded  up- 
on two  resolutions  of  the  senate,  passed  cn  the 
7th  instant,  instructing  the  committee  on  na- 
val affair*  to  enquire  ‘what  provision  should, 
be  made  for  the  appointment  of  officers  above 
the  grade  of  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,”  and  *•  what  provisions  should  he 
made  for  conferring  naval  rank,  by  brevet,  in 
consideration  of  meritorious  service,”  I have 
the  honor  to  represent,  that  the  high  charac- 
ter which  the  American  navy  has  justly  ac- 
quired; the  general  sentiment  which  indicates 
its  rapid  increase  and  permanency ; and  the 
long,  faithful,  and  honorable  service,  which 
its  senior  officers  have  rendered  their  country7, 
appear  tome  to  justify  and  call  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  officers  of  a higher  grade  than 
that  of  captain. 

Love  of  country,  and  the  laudable  desire  of 
honorable  tame,  are  strong  excitements  io  no- 
ble actious,  but  the  prospect  of  progressive 
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promotion  to  the  highest  distinction  which  ta-,,rious  conduct,  or  long  service,  is  equally  ap 
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lents,  zeal,  and  valor,  may  justly  aspire, 
not  perhaps  less  active  and  stimulating. 

Captains  of  long  and  honorable  standing  in 
the  navy,  cannot  but  contrast  the  cheerless 
prospect  of  promotion  in  the  naval  service, 
with  the  rapid  and  high  distinction  which 
their  military  brethren,  with  equal  but  not 
higher  pretensions,  have  attained. 

The  naval  force,  in  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,  is  probably  two-fifth  parts  of  the 
whole  military  force  of  the  United  btates  ac- 
tually employed,  in  which  there  are,  1 think, 
eight  major-generals  and  sixteen  brigadiers, 
exclusive  of  those  of  the  stalf,  who  enjoy  the 
rank,  pay,  and  emoluments,  of  brigadiers 


The  effect  of  a limited  grade,  without  the 


hope  ®f  promotion,  is  to  contract  the  range  of 
study  and  professional  attainment  within  the 
sphere  of  the  command  thus  limited,  hold  out 
but  the  prospect  of  elevated  rank  and  com 
mand,  and  every  officer  of  talents  and  worth 
will  aspire  to  the  highest  qaulilications. 

Foreign  Experience  is  to  be  received  with 


plicable  to  the  navy,  and  cannot  fail  to  excite 
to  those  actions  it  is  intended  to  reward:  hut 
no  officer,  so  brevetted,  should  be  entitled  to 
any  additional  pay  or  emoluments,  except 
when  commanding  on  separate  service. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  JONES. 

The  honorable  Charles  Tait, 

Chairman  of  the  naval  committee 
of  the  senate. 


Our  Ministers  at  Ghent. 


caution,  yet  the  practice  of  nations  of  great 


maritime  experience,  may  throw  some  light 
upon  the  subject.  A comparison  of  the  force 
of  the  British  navy,  with  the  number  of  ad- 
mirals in  that  service,  will  exhibit  the  follov/- 
ing  result,  viz.  of  ships  of  seventy  four  guns 
there  are 

Building,  about  - 
In  ordinary,  about  - 
Guard,  hospital,  prison,  store  ships,  &c 
In  commission,  about  - 


24 

54 

35 

99 


Ships  of  seventy  four  guns  and  upwards  210 

The  list  of  admirals  contains  two  hundred 
and  nine,  exclusive  of  twenty-seven  superanu 
ated  rear  admirals  upon  half  pay,  thus  exhi- 
biting more  than  two  admirals  for  every  ship 
of  seventy  four  guns  and  upwards,  in  com- 
mission. 

We  daily  see  on  our  own  coast,  admirals 
with  commands  inferior  to  those  which  the 
American  navy  may  even  now  afford. 

The  new  grade  to  be  established,  and  num- 
ber of  promotions,  should  be  consistent  with 
the  scale  and  character  of  the  naval  establish- 
ment, which  may  not,  for  some  years,  require 
the  distinction  of  flags,  as  in  the"  British  na- 
vy, viz.  red,  white,  and  blue,  at  the  main, 
fore,  or  mizen,  of  each;  making  nine  grades  of 
admirals,  rising  in  the  order  of  the  flags  from 
blue  to  red. 

I am,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  it  is  now 
expedient  to  establish  the  grade  of  rear  admi- 
ral, without  any  distinction  of  flags,  leaving 
the  promotions  to  vice  admiral  and  admiral 
for  future  services,  and  an  enlarged  establish- 
ment. 

I am  also  of  opinion,  that  the  same  princi- 
ple which  induced  the  establishment  of  brevet 
' rank  in  the  army?  for  gallant  actions,  merito 


The  following  message  was  received  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States  by  Mr. 
Coles,  his  secretary. 

MESSAGE. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  Stales. 

I transmit,  for  the  information  of  congress, 
the  communications  last  received  from  the 
ministers  extraordinary,  and  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States  at  Ghent*  explaining  the 
course  and  actual  state  of  their  negociations 
with  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
December  1,  1814. 

No.  I. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Messrs.  Jdams , Bay- 
ard, Clay , Russell  and  Gallatin , to  ike 
secretary  of  state , dated  - 

Ghent,  25th  Oct.  1814. 
Sir — We  have  the  honor  of  transmitting 
herewith  copies  of  all  our  correspondence  with 
the  British  plenipotentiaries,  since  the  depar- 
ture of  Mr.  Dallas.  Although  the  negotia- 
tion has  not  terminated  so  abruptly  as  we  ex- 
pected at  that  period  that  it  would,  we  have 
no  reason  to  retract  the  opinion  which  we  then 
expressed,  that  no  hopes  of  peace  as  likely  to 


result  from  it,  could  be  entertained.  It  is 


true,  that  the  terms  which  the  British  govern- 
ment had  so  peremptorily  prescribed  at  that 
time,  have  been  apparently  abandoned,  and. 
that  the  sine  qua  non  then  required  as  a pre- 
liminary to  all  discussion  upon  other  topics, 
has  been  reduced  to  an  article  securing  mere- 
ly an  Indian  pacification,  which  we  have  a- 
grecd  to  accept,  subject  to  the  ratification  or 
rejection  of  our  government.  But  you  will 
perceive,  that  our  request  for  the  exchange  of 
a project  of  a treaty,  has  been  eluded,  and  that 
in  their  last  note,  the  British  plenipotentiaries 
have  advanced  a demand  not  only  new  and  in- 
admissible, hut  totally  incompatible  with  their 
uniform  previous  declarations,  that  Great  Bri- 
tain had  no  view  in  this  negociation  to  any  ac- 
quisition of  territoiy.  It  will  he  perceived, 
that  this  new  pretension  was  brought  forward 


immediately  after  the  accounts  had  been  re- 


ceived that  a British  force  had  taken  posses- 
sion of  all  that  part  of  the  state  of  Massachu- 
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setts  situate  east  of  Penobscot  river.  The 
British  plenipotentiaries  have  invariably  re- 
ferred to  their  government  every  note  receiv- 
ed from  us,  and  waited  the  return  ot  their 
messenger  before  they  have  transmitted  to  us 
their  answer,  and  the  whole  tenor  of  the  cor- 
respondence, as  well  as  the  manner  in  which 
it  has  been  conducted  on  the  part  of  the  Bri- 
tish government,  have  concurred  to  convince 
us,  that  their  object  has  been  delay : their  mo- 
tives for  this  policy  we  presume  to  have  been 
to  keep  the  alternative  of  peace,  or  of  a pro- 
tracted war,  in  their  own  hands,  until  the  ge 
neral  arrangement  of  European  affairs  should 
be  accomplished  at  the  congress  of  Vienna, 
and  until  they  could  avail  themselves  of  the 
advantages  w%ich  they  have  anticipated  from 
the  success  of  their  arms  during  the  present 
campaign  in  America. 

Although  the  sovereigns  who  had  determin- 
ed to  be  present  at  the  congress  of  Vienna 
have  been  already  several  weeks  assembled 
there,  it  does  not  appear  bv  the  last  advices 
from  that  place,  that  the  congress  has  been 
formally  opened.  On  the  contrary,  by  a de- 
claration from  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
powers,  who  were  parties  to  the  peace  of  Paris 
of  30th  May  last,  the  opening  of  the  congress 
appears  to  have  been  postponed  to  the  first  of 
November.  A memorial  is  said  to  have  been 
presented  by  the  Fiencli  ambassador,  Talley- 
rand, in  which  it  is  declared,  that  France 
having  returned  to  her  boundaries  in  1792, 
can  recogni  ze  none  of  the  aggrandizements  of 


and  extraordinary  from  the  United  States  of' 
America,  have  given  to  the  official  note  which 
they  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  his 
Britannic  majesty?s  plenipotentiaries  the  de- 
liberate attention  which  the  importance  of  its 
contents  required,  and  have  now  thatof  trans- 
mitting to  them  their  answer  on  the  several 
points  to  which  it  refers. 

They  would  present  to  the  consideration  of 
the  British  plenipotentiaries,  that  lord  Castle- 
reagh,  in  his  let)  er  of  the  4th  of  November 
1813,  to  the  American  secretary  of  state, 
pledges  the  faith  of  the  British  government 
that  ‘‘they  were  willing  to  enter  into  discus- 
sion with  the  government  of  America  for  the 
conciliatory  adjustment  of  the  differences  sub- 
sisting between  the  two  states,  with  an  earnest 
desire  on  their  part  to  bring  them  to  a favor- 
ble  issue,  upon  principles  of  perfect  recipro- 
city, not  inconsistent  with  the  established  max- 
ims of  public  law,  and  the  maritime  rights  of 
the  British  empire.”  This  fact  alone  might 
suffice  to  shew,  that  it  ought  not  to  have  been 
expected  that  the  American  government,  in 
acceding  to  this  proposition,  should  have  ex- 
ceeded its  terms,  and  furnished  the  undersign- 
ed with  instructions  authorising  them  to  treat 
with  the  British  plenipotentiaries  respecting 
Indians  situated  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
United  States.  That  such  expectation  was 
not  entertained  by  the  British  government 
might  also  have  been  inferred  from  the  expli- 
cit assurances  which  the  British  plenipotentia- 
ries gave,  on  the  part,  of  their  government, 

red 
no 

events,  subsequent  to  the  hist  proposal  for 
this  negociation,  had,  in  any  manner,  varied 
either  the  disposition  of  the  British  govern 
ment,  that  it  might  terminate  in  a peace  Ho- 
norable to  both  parties,  or  the  terms  upon 
which  they  would  be  willing  to  conclude  it. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  differences  which 


the  other  great  powers  of  Europe  since  that  jat  the  first  conference  which  the  undersign 
period,  although  not  intending  to  oppose  them;  iiad  the  honor  of  holding  with  them,  that 
by  war. 

These  circumstances  indicate  that  the  new 
basis  for  the  political  system  of  Europe,  will 
not  be  so  speedily  settled  as  had  been  expect- 
ed. The  principle  thus  assumed  by  France  is 
very  extensive  in  its  effects,  and  opens  a lield 
for  negociation  much  wider  than  had  been  an- 
ticipated. We  think  it  does  not  promise  an  I unhappily  subsist  between  G.  Britain  and  the 
aspect  of  immediate  tranquility  to  this  conti- ju.  States,  and  which  ultimately  led  to  the 
nent,  and  that  it  will  disconcert  particularly  | present  war,  were  wholly  of  a maritime  na- 
the  measures  which  Great  Britain  has  been  jture,  arising  principally  tVoin  the  British  or- 
taking  with  regard  to  the  future  destination  ders  in  council,  in  relation  to  blockades;  and 
of  this  country,  among  others,  and  to  which  j from  the  impressment  of  mariners  from  on 
she  has  attached^  apparently  much  importance,  board  of  American  vessels —The  boundary 


We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  re- 
spect i-ir,  your  verv  humble  servants. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

J.  A BAYARD, 

H.  CLAY, 

JONA  RUSSELL, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

NO  II. 

AMERICAN  NOTE. 

The  ministers  plenipotentiary  and  extraordi 
nary  of  the  United  States  to  the plcnipoten 
tiaries  of  his  Britannic  majesty. 

Ghent,  August  24,  1814. 


of  the  Indian  territory  had  never  been  a sub- 
ject of  difference  between  the  two  countries. 
Neither  the  principles  of  reciprocity,  the  max- 
ims of  public  law,  nor  the  maritime  rights  of 
the  British  empire  could  require  the  perma- 
nent establishment  of  such  boundary.  The 
novel  pretensions  now  advanced  could  no  more 
have  been  anticipated  by  the  government  of 
the  U.  States,  in  forming  instructions  for  this 
negociation,  than  they  seem  to  have  been  con 
lemplated  by  thatof  G Britain  in  November 
last  in  proposing  it.  Lord  CastlcreagVs  note 
makes  the  termination  of  the  war  to  depend 
The  undersigned,  ministers  plenipotentiary  on  a conciliatory  adjustment  of  the  »'•<?». 
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ees  then  subsisting  between  the  two  states,  and 
in  no  other  condition  whatever. 

Nor  could  the  American  government  have 
foreseen  that  Great  Britain  in  order  to  obtain 
peace  for  the  Indians,  residing  within  the  do- 
minions of  the  United  States,  whom  she  had 
induced  to  take  part  with  her  in  the  war, 
would  demand  that  they  should  be  made  par- 
ties to  the  treaty  between  the  two  nations,  or 
that  the  boundaries  of  their  lands  should  be 
permanently  and  irrevocably  fixed  by  that 
treaty.  Such  a proposition  is  contrary  to 
the  acknowledged  principles  of  public  law, 
and  the  practice  of  all  civilized  nations,  par- 
ticularly of  Great  Britain  and  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  not  founded  on  reciprocity.  It 
is  unnecessary  for  the  attainment  of  the  ob- 
ject which  it  professes  to  have  in  view. 

No  maxirri  of  public  law  has  hitherto  been 
more  universally  established  among  the  pow- 
ers of  Europe  possessing  territories  in  Ame- 
rica, and  there  is  none  to  which  Great  Britain 
has  more  uniformly  and  inflexibly  adhered, 
than  that  of  suffering  no  interposition  of  a fo- 
reign power  in  the  relations  between  the  ac- 
knowledged sovereign  of  the  territory,  and 
the  Indians  situated  upon  it.  Without  the  ad- 
mission of  this  principle,  there  would  be  no 
intelligible  meaning  attached  to  stipulations 
establishing  boundaries  between  the  domini- 
ons in  America  of  civilized  nations  possess- 
ing territories  inhabited  by  Indian  tribes. — 
Whatever  may  be  the  relations  of  Indians  to 
the  nation  in  whose  territory  they  are  thus  ac- 
knowledged to  reside,  they  cannot  be  consi- 
dered as  an  independent  power  by  the  nation 
which  has  made  such  acknowledgment. 

The  territory  of  which  G Britain  wishes 
now  to  dispose,  is  within  the  dominions  of  the 
United  States,  was  solemnly  acknowledged 
herself  in  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783, 
which  established  their  boundaries,  and  by 
which  she  relinquished  all  claim  to  the  go- 
vernment, propriety,  and  territorial  rights 
within  these  boundaries.  No  condition  res- 
pecting the  Indians  residing  therein,  was  in- 
serted in  that  treaty.  No  stipulation  similar 
to  that  now  proposed  is  to  be  found  in  any  trea- 
ty made  by  G.  Britain,  or  within  the  know- 
ledge of  the  undersigned,  by  any  other  nation. 

The  Indian  tribes  for  which  Great  Britain 
proposes  now  to  stipulate  have,  themselves, 
acknowledged  this  principle.  By  the  Green- 
ville treaty  of  1795,  to  which  the  British  ple- 
nipotentiaries have  here  alluded,  it  is  express- 
ly stipulated,  and  the  condition  has  been  con- 
firmed by  every  subsequent  treaty,  so  late  as 
the  year  1810,  ‘‘That  the  Indian  tribes  shall 
quietly  enjoy  their  lands,  hunting,  planting, 
and  dwelling  thereon,  so  long  as  they  please, 
without  any  molestation  from  the  U.  States; 
but  that  when  those  tribes,  or  any  of  them, 
shall  be  disposed  to  sell  their  lands,  they  shall 
be  sold  only  to  the  U.  States:  that  ujitil  such 


sale,  the  United  States  will  protect  all  the  said 
Indian  tribes  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their 
lands  against  all  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  against  all  other  white  persons  who  in- 
trude on  the  same,  and  that  the  said  Indian 
tribes  again  acknowledge  themselves  to  be  un. 
uer  the  protection  of  the  said  United  States, - 
and  of  no  other  power  whatever.” 

That  there  is  no  reciprocity  in  the  propos- 
ed stipulation  is  evident.  In  prohibiting  G. 
Britain  and  the  United  States  from  purchas- 
ing lands  within  a part  of  the  dominion  of  the 
latter  power,  while  it  professes  to  take  from 
G.  Britain  a privilege  which  she  had  not,  it 
actually  deprives  the  U.  States  of  a right  ex- 
clusively belonging  to  them. 

The  proposition  is  utterly  unnecessary  for 
the  purpose  of 'obtaining  a pacification  for  the 
Indians  residing  within  the  territories  of  the 
United  States.  The  undersigned  have  alrea- 
dy had  the  honor  of  informing  the  British 
plenipotentiaries,  that,  under  the  system  of 
liberal  policy  adopted  by  the  United  States  in 
their  relations  with  the  Indians  within  their 
territories,  an  uninterrupted  peace  had  sub- 
sisted from  the  year  i77 5,  not  only  between 
the  United  States  and  all  those  tribes, but 
ako  amongst  those  tribes  themselves  for  a 
longer  period  of  time  than  ever  had  been 
known  since  the  first  settlement  of  North  A- 
meriea.  Against  those  Indians  the  United 
States  have  neither  interest  nor  inclination  to 
continue  the  war.  They  have  nothing  to  ask. 
of  them  but  peace.  Commissioners  on  their 
part  have  been  appointed  to  conclude  it,  and 
an  armistice  was  actually  made  last  autumn 
with  most  of  those  tribes.  The  British  go- 
vernment may  again  have  induced  some  of* 
them  to  take  their  side  in  the  war,  but  peace 
with  them  will  necessarily  follow7  immediately 
a peace  with  G,  Britain.  To  a provisional  ar- 
ticle similar  to  what  has  been  stipulated  in 
some  former  treaties,  engaging  that  each  par- 
ty will  treat  for  the  Indians  within  its  terri- 
tories, include  them  in  the  peace,  and  use  its 
best  endeavors  to  prevent  them  from  commit- 
ting hostilities  against  the  citizens  or  subjects 
of  the  other  party,  the  undersigned  might  as- 
sent, and  rely  on  the  approbation  and  ratifi- 
cation of  their  government.  They  would  also 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  duration  of 
peace,  and  to  prevent  collisions  which  might 
interrupts,  propose  a stipulation  which  should 
preclude  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  each  na- 
tion,respectively  from  trading  with  the  Indians 
residing  in  the  territory  of  the  other.  But  to 
surrender  both  the  rights  of  sovereignty  and 
of  soil  over  nearly  one  third  of  the  territorial 
dominions  of  the  United  States  to  a number 
of  Indians  not  probably  exceeding  twenty 
thousand,  the  undersigned  are  so  far  from  be- 
ing instructed  or  authorized,  that  any  ar- 
rangement for  that  purpose  would  be  instan- 
taneously rejected  by  their  government. 
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Not  only  lias  this  extraordinary  demand 
keen  made  a 6ine  qua  non,  to  be  admitted 
without  a discussion,  and  as  a preliminary 
basis;  but  it  is  accompanied  by  others  equal- 
ly inadmissible,  which  the  British  plenipoten- 
tiaries state  to  be  so  connected  with  it,  that 
they  may  reasonably  influence  the  decision 
of  the  undersigned  upon  it,  yet  leaving  them 
uninformed  how  far  these  other  demands  may 
Also  be  insisted  on  as  indispensable  conditions 
of  a peace. 

A3  little  are  the  undersigned  instructed  or 
empowered  to  accede  to  the  propositions  of 
the  British  government,  in  relation  to  the  mi- 
litary occupation  of  the  western  lakes.  If 
they  have  found  the  proposed  interference  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  concerns  of  Indians  re- 
siding within  the  United  States  utterly  in- 
compatible with  any  established  maxim  of 
public  law,  they  are  no  less  at  a loss  to  disco- 
ver by  what  rale  of  perfect  reciprocity  the  U. 
b tales  can  be  required  to  renounce  their  equal 
right  of  maintaining  a naval  force  upon  those 
la  ices,  and  of  fortifying  their  own  shores,  while 
G Britain  reserves  exclusively  the  corres- 
ponding rights  to  herself.  That  in  point  of 
military  preparation,  Great  Britain  in  her 
possessions  in  North  America,  ever  has  been 
in  a condition  to  be  termed,  with  propriety, 
the  weaker  power,  in  comparison  with  the 
U.  btates,  the  undersigned  believe  to  trp  in- 
correct in  point  of  fact,  in  regard  to  the"  for- 
tification of  the  shores,  and  to  the  forces  ac- 
tually kept  on  foot  upon  those  frontiers,  they 
believe  the  superiority-  to  have  always  been  on 
the  side  of  G.  Britain.  If  the  proposal  to  dis- 
mantle the  forts  upon  her  shores,  strike  for- 
ever her  military  flag  upon  her  lakes,  and  lay 
her  whole  frontier  defenceless  in  the  presence 
of  her  armed  and  fortified  neighbor,  had  pro- 
ceeded, not  from  Great  Britain  to  the  United 
States,  but  from  the  U.  States  to  G.  Britain, 
the  undersigned  may  safely  appeal  to  the  bo- 
soms of  his  Britannic  majesty’s  pleniporentia- 
ries  for  the  reelings  with  which,  not  only  in 
regard  to  the  interests,  but  the  honor  of  their 
nation,  they  would  have  received  such  a pro 
posal.  W hat  would  G.  Britain  herself  say,  if 
in  relation  to  another  frontier,  where  she  has 
the  acknowledged  superiority  of  strength,  itN 
were  proposed  that  she  should  be  reduced  to 
a condition  even  of  equality  with  the  United 
States? 

The  undersigned  further  perceive,  that  un- 
der the  all  edged  purpose  of  opening  a direct 
communication  between  two  of  the  British 
provinces  in  America,  the  British  govern- 

vol.  m 


ment  require  a cession  of  territory  forming 
a part  of  one  of  the  states  of  the  American 
union,  and  that  they  propose,  without  pur- 
pose specifically  alledged,  to  draw  the  bounda- 
ry line  westward,  not  from  the  lake  of  the 
Woods,  as  it  now  is,  but  from  lake  Superior. 
It  must  be  perfectly  immaterial  to  the  United 
States,  whether  tlie  object  of  the  British  go- 
vernment, in  demanding  the  dismemberment 
of  the  U S.  is  to  acquire  territory,  as  such,  or 
for  purposes  less  liable,  in  the  eyes  of  the  world, 
to  be  ascribed  to  the  desire  of  aggrandizement. 
Whatever  the  motive  maybe,  and  with  what- 
ever consistency  views  of  conquest  may  be 
disclaimed,  while  demanding  for  herself,  or 
for  the  Indians,  a cession  of  territory  more 
extensive  than  the  whole  island  of  Grev.t  Bri- 
tain, the  duty  marked  out  for  the  undersign- 
ed is  the  same.  Tney  have  no  authority  to 
cede  any  pari  cVf  the  territory  of  the  U States, 
and  to  -no  stipulation  to  that  effect  will  they 
subscribe.  '' 

The  conditions  proposed  by  Great  Britain 
have  no  relation  to  the  subsisting  differences 
between  the  two  countries:  they  are  inconsis- 
tent with  acknowledged  principles  of  public 
law:  they  are  Pounced  neither  on  reciprocity 
nor  on  any  of  the  usual  bases  of  negociation, 
neither  on  that  of  the  uti  possidetis,  or  of 
status  antebellum:  they  would  inflict  the  most 
vital  injury  on  the  United  States,  by  dismem- 
hering  their  territory,  by  arresting  their  na- 
tural growth  and  increase  of  population,  and 
by  leaving  their  northern  and  western  fron- 
tier equally  exposed  to  British  invasion  and  to 
indian  aggression:  they  are,  above  all,  disho- 
norable to  the  United  States,  in  demanding 
from  them  to  abandon  territory  and  a portion 
of  their  citizens,  to  admit  a foreign  interfer- 
ence in  their  domestic  concerns,  and  to  cease 
to  exercise  their  natural  rights  on  their  own 
shores  and  in  their  own  waters.  A treaty  corn- 
eluded  on  such  terms  would  be  but  an  armis- 
tice. It  cannot  be  supposed  that  America 
would  long  submit  to  conditions  so  injurious 
and  degrading.  It  is  impossible,  in  the  natu- 
ral course  of  events,  that  she  should  not,  at 
the  favorable  opportunity,  recur  to  arms, 
for  the  recovery  of  her  territory,  of  her  rights, 
of  her  honor  Instead  of  settling  existing  dif- 
ferences, such  a peace  would  only  create  new 
causes  of  war,  sow  the  seeds  of  a permanent 
hatred,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  hostilities 
fbr  an  indefinite  period. 

Essentially  pacific  from  her  political  insti- 
tutions, from  the  habits  of  her  citizens,  from 
her  physical  situation,  America  reluctantly 
P 
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engaged  in  the  war  She  wishes  for  peace;  all  the  objects  of  their  government^  while  those" 
hot  stie  wishes  for  it  upon  those  terms  of  re  { which  the  American  government  had  in  view  were 

ciproeilv,  honorable  to  both  countries,  which ! willlhfLd;  teuVnso  they  principally  ac' 

. j n . P touted  by  a desire  of  bringing  the  negotiation  as 

can  alone  render  it  permanent.  l*he  causes  of  soon  as  Jposslble  t0  a f.vorabl- • temumSon,  «nd  in 

the  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great;  some  measure  by  their  willingness  to  comply  with 
Britain  having  disappeared  by  the  maritime!  the  wishes  expr&sseu  by  the  American  plenipotenti- 
pacif1  nation  of  Europe,  the  government  of  the 


United  states  does  not  desire  to  continue  it, 
in  defence  of  abstract  principles,  which  have, 
for  the  present,  ceased  to  have  any  practical 
effect.  The  undersigned  have  been  accord- 
ingly instructed  to  agree  to  its  termination, 
both  parties  restoring  whatever  territory  they 


aries  themselves. 


It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  war  between  his  ma- 
jesty and  the  United  States,  was  declared  by  the 
latter  power  upon  the  pretence  of  maritime  rights 
aliedged  to  be  asserted  by  Great  Britain,  and  dispu- 
ted  by  the  United  States. 

If  the  w*r  thus  declared  by  the  United  States 
j had  been  carried  on  by  them  for  objects  purely 
may  have  taken,  and  both  reserving  all  their  If5  a mal‘tlrne  nature,  or  if  the  attack  which  has 

rights,  in  relation  to  their  respective  seamen.  bf"  0,1  Ca"ada  bl'd„bf?  fot  tbe.p"rp,°£f 
, A . of  diversion,  or  the  way  of  defence  against  the 

lo  make  the  peace  between  the  two  nations  British  forces  in  that  q„ar,er,  any  question  as  to 

the  boundaries  of  Canada  might  have  been  consider- 


solid  and  permanent,  the  undersigned  were 
also  instructed,  and  have  been  prepared  to 
enter  into  the  most  amicable  discussion  of  alb 
those  points  on  which  differences  or  uncer- 
tainty had  existed,  and  which  might  hereafter 
tend  in  any  degree  whatever  to  interrupt  the 
harmony  of  the  two  countries,  without,  how- 
ever. making  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  at 
all  depend  upon  a successful  result  of  the 
discussion. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  deep  rbgret,  that  the 
undersigned  have  seen  that  are 

entertained  by  the  British  government,  and 
that  new  and  unexpected  pretensions  are  rai- 
sed, which,  if  persisted  in,  must  oppose  an 
insuperable  obstacle  to  a pacification.  It  is  pot 
necessary  to  refer  such  demands  to  the  Ame- 
rican government  for  its  instruction.  They 
will  only  be  a lit  subject  of  deliberation, 
when  it  becomes  necessary  to  decide  upon 
the  expediency  of  an  absolute  surrender  of 
national  independence. 

The  undersigned  request  the  British  ple- 
nipotentiaries to  accept  the  assurance  of  their 
high  consideration. 

(Signed) 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 
JAMES  A BAYARD. 

K CLAY, 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 
ALBER  r GALLATIN. 

To  the  plenipotentiaries  of  his  Britannic 
majesty,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

No.  III. 

BRITISH  NOTE. 

The  British  to  the  American  commissioners. 

Gheht,  .Sept.  4, 1814. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  American  plenipoten- 
tiaries, dated  the  24th  ultimo. 

It  is  with  unfeigned  regret  that  the  undersigned 
observe,  both  in  the  tone  and  substance  of  the  whole 


ed  as  unnecessary;  but  it  is  notorious  to  the  whole 
world  that  the  conquest  of  Canada,  and  its  perma- 
nent annexation  to  the  United  States,  was  the  declar- 
ed object  of  the  American  government.  If,  in  con- 
sequence of  a different  course  of  events  on  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe,  his  majesty’s  government  had  been 
unable  to  reinforce  the  British  armies  in  Canada,  and 
the  United  Slates  had  obtained  a decided  superiori- 
ty in  that  quarter,  is  there  any  person  who  doubts 
that  they  would  have  availed  themselves  of  their 
situation  to  obtain  on  the  side  of  Canada  important 
cessions  of  territory,  if  not  the  entire  abandonment 
of  that  country  by  Great  Britain?  Is  the  American 
government  to  be  allowed  to  pursue,  so  far  as  its 
means  will  enable  it,  a system  of  acquisition  and 
aggrandizement  to  the  extent  of  annexing  entire 
provinces  to  their  dominions,  and  is  his  majesty  to 
be  precluded  from  availing  himself  of  his  means,  so 
far  as  tqey  w ill  enable  him,  to  retain  those  points 
which  the  valor  of  British  arms  may  have  placed  in 
his  power,  because  they  happen  to  be  situated  with- 
in the  territories  allotted  under  former  treaties  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States? 

Surh  a principle  of  negOchttion  was  never  avowed 
antecedent  to  that  of  the  revolutionary  government 
of  France. 

If  the  policy  of  the  United  States  had  been  essen- 
tially pacific,  as  the  American  plenipotentiaries  as- 
sert it  ought  to  be,  from  their  political  institutions, 
from  the  habits  of  their  citizens,  and  from  their 
physical  situation,  it  might  not  have  been  necessary 
to  propose  the  precautionary  provisions  now  under 
discussion.-  That,  of  late  years  at  least,  the  Ame- 
rican government  have  been  influenced  by  a very 
different  policy;  by  a spirit  of  aggrandizement  not 
1 necessary  to  their  own  security,  but  increasing  with 
‘ tlie  extent  of  their  empire,  lias  been  too  clearly  ma- 
nifested by  their  progressive  occupation  of  the  Indian 
territories;  by  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana:  by  the 
more  recent  attempt  to  wrest  by  force  of  arms  from 
a nation  in  amity,  the  two  Floridas:  nd,  lastly,  by 

the  .avowed  intention  of  permanently  annexing  the 
Canadas  to  the  United  States. 

If,  th*n,  the  security  of  the  British  North  Ameri- 
can dominions  requires  any  sacrifices  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  they  must  be  ascribed  to  the  de- 


note, so  little  proof  of  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  j dared  policy  of  that  government  in  making  the  war 
government  of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  ! not  one  of  self-defence,  nor  for  the  redress  of  grie- 
an  amicable  discussion  of  the  several  points  submit- 
ted by  tiie  undersigned  in  their  former  communica- 
tion. The  undersignetkare  perfectly  aware,  that  in 
bringing. forward  tiios£  points  for  consideration,  and 
suiting  with  so  much  frankness, , as  they  did,  the 
▼lews  with  which  they  were  proposed,  they  departed 
( from  the  tTsujflcour.se  of  negotiating,  by  disclosing 


varices,  real  or  pretended,  but  a part  of  a system 
of  conquest  and  aggrandizement. 

The  British  government  in  its  present  situation, 
is  bound  in  duty  to  endeavor  to  secure  its  North  A- 
merican  dominions  against  those  attempts  at  con- 
quest, which  the  American  government  have  avow 
ed  to  be  a principle  of  their  policy,  and  which  a' 
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Sttch  will  undoubtedly  be  renewed,  whenever  any 
5ucc#bding  war  between  the  two  countries  shall  al- 
ibi'd a prospect  of  renewing  them  with  success. 

The  British  plenipotentiaries  proposed  that  the 
military  possession  of  the  lakeS)  from  lake  Ontario 
to  lake  Superior,  should  be  secured  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, because  the  command  of  those  lakes  Would  af- 
ford to  the  American  government  the  means  of  com- 
mencing a war  in  the  heart  of  Canada , and  because 
the  command  of  them,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
has  been  shewn  by  experience  to  be  attended  with 
no  insecurity  to  the  United  States. 

When  the  relative  strength  of  the  two  powers  in 
North  America  is  considered,  it  should  be  recollect- 
ed that  the  British  dominions  in  that  quarter  do  not 
contain  a population  of  five  hundred  thousand  souls, 
whereas  the  territory  of  the  United  States  contains 
a population  of  more  than  seven  millions;  that  the 
naval  resources  of  the  United  States  are  at  hand 
for  attack,  and  that  the  naval  resources  of  Great 
Britain  are  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

The  military  possession  of  those  lakes  is  not, 
therefore,  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  proposal  for  allowing  the  territories  on  the 
sou: hern  banks  of  the  likes  above  mentioned  to  re- 
main in  the  possession  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  provided  no  fortifications  should  be] 
erected  on  the  shores,  arid  no  armament  permitted 
on  the  waters,  has  been  made,  for  the  purpose  of 
manifesting,  that  security  and  not  acquisition  of  ter- 
ritory is  the  object  of  the  British  government,  ami 
that  they  have  no  desire  to  throw  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  any  commerce  which  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  may  be  desirous  of  carrying  on  upon  the 
lakes  in  time  of  peace. 

The  undersigned,  with  the  anxious  wish  to  recti- 
fy .all  misunderstanding,  have  thus  more  fully  ex- 
plained the  grounds  upon  which  they  brought  for- 
ward the  propositions  contained  in  their  former  note 
respecting  the  boundaries  of  the  British  dominions 
In  North.. Ameica, 

They  do  not  wish  to  insist  upon  them  beyond 
What  the  circumstances  may  fairly  require.  They 
are  ready,  amicably,  to  discuss  the  details  of  them 
with  a view  to  the  adoption  of  any  modifications 
which  the  American  plenipotentiaries,  or  tW^ir 'go- 
vernment, mnv  in*  ve.  to  suggest,  if  they  are  not  in- 
compatible with  the  object  itself. 

With  respect  to  the  boundary  of  the  district  of 
Maine,  and  that  of  the  north-western  frontier  of  the 
United  States,  the  undersigned  were  not  prepared 
to  anticipate  the  objections  contained  in  the  note  of 
the  American  plenipotentiaries,  “that  they  were  in- 
structed to  treat  for  the  revision  of  their  boundary 
lines,”  with  the  statement  which  they  have  subse- 
quently rn-ide,  that  they  had  no  authority  to  cede 
ftny  p <rt,  however  insignificant  ,of  the  territories  of 
tiie  United  States,  although  the  proposal' left  it  open 
to  them  to  demand  an  equivalent  for  such  cession 
eiiherin  frontier  or  otherwise. 

The  American  plenipotentiaries  must  be  aware 
that  the  boundary  of  the  district  of  Maine  has  never 
been  correctly  ascertained  ; that  the  one  assented  at 
present  by  the  American  government,  by  which  the 
direct  communication  between  Halifax  and  Quebec 
becomes  iateirupted,  was  not  in  contemplation  of  the 
British  plenipotentiaries  who  concluded  the  treaty 
of  1783,  and  that  the  greater  part  of  tire  territory  in 
question  is  actually  unoccupied. 

The  undersigned  are  persuaded  that  an  arrange- 
ment on  this  point  might  be  easily  made,  if  entered 
into  with  the  spirit  of  conciliation,  without  any  pre- 
puice  to  the  interests  of  the  district  in  question. 

As  the  necessity  of  fixing  some  boundary  for  the 


north  western  ..frontier  has  been  mutually  nckrow4 
tedged,  a proposal  for  a discussion  on  that  subject 
cannot  be  considered  as  a demand  for  a bession  of 
territory,  unless  the  United  States  arc  prepared  to 
assert  that  there  is  no  limit  to  their  territories  in 
that  direction,  and  that  availing  themselves  cf  thd 
geographical  error  upon  which  that  part  of  thd 
treaty  of  1783  was  founded,  they  will  acknovv  led  go 
no  boundary  whatever,  then  unquestionably  am  rrc’ 
position  to  fix  one,  be  it  what  it  may,  miu-t  be  c.ors5* 
dered  as  demanding  a large  cession  cf  terfiton  front 
the  United  States. 

Is  the  American  government  pfcpaml  to  assert 
such  an  unlimited  right,  so  contrary  to  the  evident: 
intention  of  the  treaty  itself?  Or,  is  his  majesty’/ 
government  to  understand  that  the  American  pleni  > 
pottmtiaries  are  willing  to  acknowledge  the  bounda  - 
ry from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Mississippi 
(the  arrangement  made  by  a convention  in  1803,  but 
not  ratified)  as  that  by  which  their  government  W 
ready  to  abide  ? 

The  British  plenipotentiaries  are  instructed  to  aC* 
cept  favorably  such  a proposition,  or  to  discuss  any 
other  line  of  boundary  winch  may  be  submitted  fin 
consideration. 

It  is  With  equal  astonishment  and  regret  the  tin* 
dersigned  find  that  the  American  plenipotentiaries 
! have  not  only  declined  signing  any  provisional 
c!e,  by  which  the  indian  jpations  wliC  have  taken  part 
with  Great  Britain  in  the  present  contest  may  he  in-* 
eluded  in  the  peace,  and  may  have  a boundary  as- 
signed to  thetn,  but  have  also  thought  proper  to  e 
press  surprize  at  any  proposition  on  the  subject 
having  been  advanced. 

The  American  plenipotentiaries  state,  that  their 
government  could  not  have  expected  such  a discus* 
siori,  and  appear  resolved,  at  once,  to  reject  any  pro-* 
position  on  this  head;  representing  it  as  a deman ■» 
contrary  to  the  acknowledged  principles  of  puhlii/ 
law,  tantamount  to  a cession  of  one  third  of  (lie  ter* 
ri tori ul  dominions  of  the  United  States,  and  requirec* 
to  be  admitted  without  discussion. 

The  proposition  which  is  thus  represented  is,  thnfi 
the  Indian  nations,  which  have  been  during  the  war 
in  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  should  at  its  tormina* 
t ion  be  included  in  the  pacification;  and,  with  ft 
view  to  their  permanent  tranquility  and  security* 
that  the  British  government  is  willing  to  t he  as 
basis  of  an  article  on  thejchbject  of  a boundary  for 
those  nations,  the  stipulations  which  the  America# 
government  contracted  in  17S5,  subject,  however,  \-i 
modifications. 

After  the  declaration,  publicly  made  tor  those  ir» 
dian  nations  by  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  that- 
Great  Britain  would  not  desert  tiuon,  could  die  Arne* 
ricaii  government  really  persuade  itself  that  no  pro* 
position  relating  to  those  nations  would  be  adv.-mc  * 
od,  and  did  lord  Castlereaghhs  note  of  the  4 h No* 
vernber,  1813,  imply  so  great  a sacrifice  cf  honor* 
or  exclude  from  discussion  every  subject,  rxet-pti 
what  immediately  related  to  tiie  maritime  questional 
referred  to  in  it  ? 

When  the  undersigned  assured  the  America# 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  anxious  wish  of  the  British! 
government  that  the  negotiation  might  terminate? 
in  a peace  honorable  to  both  parties,  it  could  not  hsv  * 
been  inugiuod  that  the  Anew ’.can  pjempofentiarie  * 
'would  the  tree  conclude,  that  hi*  riinj-;n\  govern- 
ment w«s  prepared  to  abandon  the  indraft  nbti-rs 
their  fate,  nor  could  it  have  been  fore*,  n th;-i  th-.i 
American  government  tvnhld  have  Wrrisv.iert-ti  it  if 
derogatory  to  its  honor  to  admit  a propositi#?!  f / 
which  the  tianquility  of  these  natrons  might  be  - 


cured*  . 

The  treaty  of  Greenville  estfAlVshf  f the 
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ries  between  the  United  Staves  and  the  indian  na- 
tions. The  American  plenipotentiaries  must  be 
aware,-  that  the  war  which  has  since  broken  out,  lus 
abrogated  that  treaty.  Is  it  control'}  to  the  esta- 
blished pr.n  uples  ot  public  law  for  tlie  British  go 
vernment  to  propose,, on  bell - If  of  its  allies,  that  this 
treaty,  shall,  on  the  pacification,  be  considered  sub- 
ject ;o  such  modifications  as  the  case  may  render 
nect  ss  ry?  Or  is  1 unreasonable  to  propose,,  that 
-thia  stipulation  should  be  amended,  and  that  on  that 
for  .a  * ;on  some  arrangenv  n s should  be  made 
which  would  provide  for  the  existence  of  a neutral 
power  between  Gita  Britain  and  the  Uniteu  States, 
'calculated  to  secure  to  both  a longer  continuance  of 
tlie  blessings  of  peace  ? 

S;  < ir  w s tii  i specific  proposition  respecting  the 
-ind.re;  boundaries  from  being  insisted  upon  in  the 
note,  or  in  the  conference  winch  preceded  it,  as  one 
to  be  admitted  without  discussion,  that  it  would 
h ive  i>r-en  difficui,  to  use  terms  of  greater  lattitude, 
or  which  appear'  d more  adapted,  not  only  not  to 
preclude  but  to  invite  discussion. 

If  the  basis  proposed  could  convey  away  one 
•.third  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  the; 
American  government  itself  trust  ireve  conveyed  it 
away  by  die  Greenville  treaty  .of  1795. 

I is  impossible  to  read  that  treaty  without  re- 
marking how  inconsistent  the  present  pretensions 
-of  hie  American  government  are,  with  its  preamble 
and  provisions.  The  boundary  line  between  the  lands 
-of  - he  United  S -.res  and  those  of  the  indian  nations, 
is  therein  expressly  defined.  Thu  general  character 
of  liie  treaty,  is  that  of  a treaty  with  independent 
nations;  and  the  very  stipulation  which  the  Ameri- 
can plenipotentiaries  refer  to,  that  the  indian  nations 
should  sell  their  l.nds  only  10  tlie  United  States, 
tends  to  prove  that,  but- for  that  stipulation,  the  In- 
dians had  a general  right  to  dispose  of  them. 

The  American  government  has  now  for  the  first 
time,  in  effect,  declared  that  ail  indian  nations  within 
its  iic«  of  dernarkation  are  its  subjects,  living  there 
iipon  sufferance,  on  binds  which  it  also  claims  the  ex- 
clusive right  of  acquiring,  thereby  menacing  the 
final  extinction  of  those  nations. 

Against  such  a system  tiie  undersigned  must  for- 
ma ll")  protest.  The  undersigned  repeat,  that  tlie 
terms  on  which  the  proposition  has  been  made  for 
assigning  to  the  indian  nations  some  boundary,  ma- 
nifest no  unwillingness  to  discuss  any  other  proposi- 
tion directed  to  the  same  objret,  or  even  a modifica- 
tion of  that  winch  is  offered  Great  Britain  is  ready 
to  enter  into  the  same  engagements  with  respeci  to 
the  Indians  living  within  her  line  of  dernarkation,  as 
that  winch  is  proposed  to  the  United  States.  It  can, 
therefore,  only  be  from  a complete  misapprehension 
of  the  proposition,  that  it  can  be  represented  as  be- 
ir.g  not  reciprocal.  Neither  can  it,  wi  ll  any  truth, 
be  represented  as  contrary  to  the  acknowledged 
principles  of  public  law,  as  derogatory  to  the  honor, 
orvincousistent  with  tlie  rights  of  the  American  go- 
ve.rmtient,  nor  : sa  demand  required  to  be  admitted 
without  discussion. 

A.fVer  this  full  exposit  ion  of  the  sentiments  of  his 
tn  .jesiy’s  government  on  die  points  above  states],  it 
will  be  for  the  American  plenipotentiaries  to  deter- 
mine whether  they  are  ready  now  to  continue  the  ne- 
gociations  ; whether,  they  are  disposed  to  refer  to 
their  government  fi»r  further  instructions ; or,  lastly, 
whether  they  will  take  upon  themselves  the  respon- 
sibility of  breaking  off-  the  ncgociation  altogether. 

The  undersigned  request  the  American  plenipo- 
tentiaries to  accept  tlie  assurances  of  their  high  con- 
suder  it  on.  G A M BIRR, 

(Signed;  HfcNJRY  GOULBURN. 

W.U.  ADAMS. 


N IV 

The  jhntricMi  to  the  Leuhh  con:inimior.ere. 

Ghent,  jLpi  9:1;  1814* 

The  undersigned  have  in  d»e  honor  m i eceivc 
the  note  ot  Ins  Britannic  w jes'y’s  pienipoLm .ixries, 
uat  d tire  4th  inst.  If  in  the  ton  a-,  or  suln-.t.mce  of 
the  former  note  of  the  undersign-  <1,  the  Bluish  com- 
missioners iiav,  .perceived  lit ..k  proof  .-.j  any  di; po- 
sition on  tlie  p.-ir  of  the  American  governrr.t-i  *,  for 
a discussion  ot  some  of  die  propositions  adv  nc  u in 
the  first  note,  which  die  undersigned  had  tlie  honor 
of  receiving  from  them,  they  wdl  ascribe  it  to  the 
nature  of  the  propositions  themselves,  to  their  appa- 
rent incompatibility  with  the  assurances  in  lord 
Castiereagh’s  letter  to  tire  American  secretary  of 
stare,  projxismg  this  negociation,  and  with  the  so- 
lemn assurances  of  the  British  plenipotentiaries 
themselves,  to  the  undersigned,  at  their  first  con- 
ferences wi  h them. 

Tire  undersigned,  in  reference  to  an  observation  of 
the  British  plenipotentiaries,  must  be  allowed  to 
say,  that  the  objects  which  the  government  of  the 
United  S ates  hart  in  view,  have  not  been  withheld. 

The  subjects  considered  as  suitable  for  discussion 
were  fairly  brought  forward,  in  the  conference  of 
the  9th  tilt,  and  the  terms  on  which  the  U.  States 
were  willing  to  conclude  the  peace,  were  frankly  end 
expressly  declared  in  the  note  of  the  undersigned, 
dated  the  24th  ultimo.  It  had  been  confidently 
hoped  that  the  nature  of  those  terms,  so  evidently 
framed  in  a spirit  of  conciliation,  would  hare  in- 
duced-Great  Britain  to  adopt  them  as  the  basis  of 
a treaty;  and  it  is  with  deep  regret  that  the  under- 
sgne'd,  it  they  have  rightly  understood  ihe  meaning 
of  the  last  note  of  the  British  plenipotentiaries,  per- 
ceive that  they  still  insist  on  the  exclusive  military 
possession  of  the  lakes,  and  on  a permanent  boun- 
dary and  independent  territory  for  the  Indians  re- 
siding within  the  dominions  of  the  United  S ates. 

Tire  first  demand  is  grounded  on  the  supposition, 
tin.  the  American  government  has  manifested,  by 
i s proceedings  towards  Spain,  by  the  acquisition  of 
Louisiana,  by  the  purchases  of  Indian  lands,  and  by 
an  avowed  intention  of  permanently  annexing  >!;e 
Canadas  to  ihe  United  States,  a spirit  of  aggrendizer 
ment  and  conquest,  which  justifies  the  demand  off 
extraordinary  sacrifices  from  them,  to  provide  for 
the  security  of  the  British  possessions  in  America. 

In  the  observations  which  the  undersigned  felt  it 
their  duty  to  make  on  the  new  demands  of  the  Bri- 
tish government,  the}  confined  their  animadversions 
to  the  nature  of  the  demands  themselves;  they  did 
not  seek  for  illustrations  of  the  policy  of  Great  Bri- 
tain in  her  conduct,  in  various  quarters  of  tire  globe^ 
towards  other  nations,  for  she  was  not  account,  ble 
to  the  United  States.  Vet  the  undersigned  will  sayy 
that  their  government  has  ever  been  ready  to  ar- 
range, in  the  most  amicable  manner,  with  Spain,  the 
questions  respecting  the  boundaries  of  Louisiana 
and  Florida,  and  that  of  the  indemnities  acknow- 
ledged by  Spain  due  to  American'  citizens.  How 
tlie  peaceable  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  or  the  pur- 
chase of  lands  within  the  acknowledged  territories 
of  the  United  States,  both  made  by  fair  and  volun- 
tary treaties  for  satisfactory  equivalents,  can  l:-e  as- 
cribed to  a spirit  of  conquest  dangerous  to  their 
neighbors,  the  undersigned  are  altogether  al  a loss 
to  understand. 

Nor  lus  the  conquest  of  Canada,  and  its  perma- 
nent annexation  to  the  United  States,  been  the  de- 
clared object  of  their  government  . From  the  com* 
inenGe'trrent  of  the  war  to  the  present  time,  the  A- 
merican  government  ha 3 been  always  willing  to  make 
peace,  without  obtaining  any  cession  of  territory, 
and  on  the  sole  condition  that  the  maritime  questi- 
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•ns  might  be  satisfactorily  arranged.  Such  wa.->  ' leir  position,  and  which  remain  unanswered.  The  oI>- 
rfisp.)  u’ion  m the  month  of  Julv,  1812,  when  they,  sedations  made  by  the  British  plenipotentiaries  oi? 
instructed  Mr.  Bussell  to  nuke  die  proposal  of  :m;th-  treaty  of  Greenville,  and  tneir  assertion  that  live 
a mi  stice;  in  the  month  of  October  of  the  same  | United  States  now,  for  the  first  time,  deny  the  ub- 
year  when  VI  •.  Monroe  answered  admiral  VV a'r re n’s  | solute  inlepertdcnce  of  the  indian  trToes,  and  claim 
proposals  to  tlie  same  effect;  in  April,  1813,  when  the  exclusive  right  of  purchasing  their  lands,  ro- 
instructions  were  given  to  three  of  the  undersigned  qui'-e,  however,  some  notice. 

then  appointed  to  treat  of  peace,  under  the  media-  If  the  Utmeu  So.ies  had  now  asserted,  th-t  this 
tion  of  liussia;  and  inJ.imiry,  1814,  when  the  in-  indian*  within  t'heir  boundaries,  wl>n  have  acknow- 
strucii  >ns  un  ler  which  the  undersigned  are  now  1 edged  the  United  States  as  their  only  p « .dors 


mg,  were  prepared. 

The  proposition  of  the  British  plenipotentiaries  is, 
that,  in  order  to  secure  the  frontier  of  Canada  a- 
g sjnst  attack,  the  United  States  should  leave  then- 
own  without  defence:  and  it  seems  to  be  forgotten, 
that  if  their  superior  population,  and  the  proximit  v 
of  their  resources  give  them  any  advantage  to  that 


were  their  subjects,  living  only  at  surf*  ..nee  :i  their 
lands,  far  from  being  the  first  in  making  that  asser- 
• O ’,  they  would  only  have  followed  the  example  on 
the  principles,  uniformly  and  invariable  hsvt  • i in 
substance,  and  frequently  avowed  in  e\r>rc«.t  -rtnis 
bv  the  British  gnvemmeul  itself.  YT!..t  w*.*,  dia 
meaning  of  all  -d.rr  cc4onirti  charters  granted  bv  die 


quarter,  it  is  balance  l by  tlie  great  difference  be-  j U i la.ii  mon.trciiy,  from  that  of  Virginia,  ny  Kliza- 
twe.m  the  militmy  establishments  of  the  two  nati- ) belli,  to  that  of  Georgia,  by  the  irnmedu.  ; prele- 
cts. No  sudden  invasion  of  Canada  bv  die  United  I cessor  of  the  present  king,  if  the  Indians  i. . r<  the 


fcutes  could  he  mad- , 
Lillie  shores,  ami  on 


without  leaving  on  their  at- ! sovereigns  and  proprietors  of  the  lands  bestowed  by 
the  ocean,  exposed  :o  the  j those  charters?  What  was  the  meaning  of  tiia'  ar- 
£re*t  superiority  of  lha  British  force,  a m.ss  of  A | tide  in  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  which  tlie  five 
men  car.  p.-.;pceiy  fdr  m ire  valuable  than  Canada.  J niU‘°ns  were  described,  in  terms,  as  sunj  e.ct  to  the 
In  her  relative  superior  force  to  that  of  the  U.  States  j dominion  of  Great  driuin?  or  that  of  the  treaty  with 
in  every  oilier  quarter.  Great  Britain  may  find  j the  Oiernkees,  by  which  it  was  dec  fired  that  the 
a pledge  much  more  efficacious  for  the  safety  of  a'king  or"  Great  Britain  grunted  them  tin-  privilege  to 
single  vulnerable  point,  than  in  stipulations  ruinous  [live  where  they  pleased,  if  those  subjects  were  in* 

tnese  tenants,  at  the 

mco  The  best  security  for 
contries  will,  however,  jc  found  in  *n 

peace;  in  a mutual  respect  for  the  rights  of  each  1 l,ve'  What  was  the  meaning  

other,  an  l in  the  cultivation  of  a friendly  under-  ! of  his  present  Britannic  maj  esty  issued  m 1763,  de- 
manding between  them.  If  there  be  any  source  of!  String  ail  purchases  of  lands  from  tlie  inoiane  null 
jealousy  in  -elation  to  C mad  a -tself,  it  will  lie  found  and  void,  unless  made  by  treaties  held  under  the  s mc- 
to  ex i si  solely  m die  undue  interference  of  traders  tion  of  his  majesty’s  government,  if  the  indians  had 
and  t gents,  which  may  be  easily  removed  by  proper 


g to  dir-  honor  of  Am  > | dependent  sovereigns,  and  if 
tlie  possessions  of  bo'h  | license  of  the  British  king,  were  the  rightful  lords 
equal  and  solid  °f  the  lands  where  he  granted  them  permission  to 
rights  of  each ' hve?  Wiiat  was  the  meaning  of  that  proclamation 


res-  amts. 


the  right  to  sell  their  lands  to  whom  they  pie  .sed? 
Wiiat  was  the  meaning  of  boundary  lines  of  Arne- 


me* 

itain 


The  only  American  folds  on  the  lakes  known  to  rican territories,  in  nil  the  treaties  of  Great  . .... 
have  been,  at  the  commencement  of  the  negociation, ! 'Vllh  other  European  powers  having  American  pos- 
held  by  British  force,  are  M.cliilimackinac  and  Ni »-  j sessions,  particularly  in  the  treaty  of  1763,  by  which 
gara.  As  the  U.  S.  were,  at  the  same  time,  in  pos*  i'she  .acquire  1 f:om  France  tiw  sovereignty  and  pus- 
session  of  Amheislsbu’g  .uni  the  adjacent  country  [session  of  1 he  Canadas;  in  her  treaty  of  peac°  with 
it  is  uol  perceived  that  the  mere  occupation  of those  ' tilc  United  S'n-es  in  1783;  nay,  wlm  is  the  meaning 
two  forts  could  give  anv 


occup 
claim  to  1 1 is 


loose ! 

Britannic  I o; 


the  nortii  western  boundary  line  now 


amng 
proposed 


m ijssty  to  large  cessions  of  territory,  founded  upon  j by  tlie  British  commissioners  themselves,  if  it  is  the 
the  right  of  conquest;  and  tiie  undersigned  may  be  rightful  possession  and  sovereignty  of  imiep  erdent 
permitted  to  add,  that  even  if  tlie  chances  of  w «r  j Indians,  of  which  these  boundaries  dispose?  Is  it, 
should  yield  to  the  British  arms  a momentary  pos-  indeed,  necessary  to  ask,  whether  Great  Britain  ever 
session  of  other  parts  of  the  territories  of  the  U ! has  permitted,  or  would  permit,  any  foreign  nation. 
States  such  events  would  not  alter  their  views  wither  without  her  consent,  any  of  her  subjects,  to  ac- 
regard  to  the  terms  of  peace  to  which  they  would  quire  lands  from  the  indian*,  in  the  territories  of  the 
give  their  consent.  Without  recurring  to  examples  ' Hudson  bay  company,  or  in  Canada?  In  formally 
drawn  from  the  revolutionary  governments  of  j protesting  against  this  system,  it  is  not  ag  d ^t  a 
France, or  to  a more  recent  and  illustrious  triumph  [novel  pretension  of  the  American  government,  it  is 
‘ ' against  the  most  solemn  acts  of  their  own  sov<-re  gns, 

against  the  royal  proclamations,  charters,  and  trea- 
ties of  Great  Britain,  for  more  than  two  ceiitu  ies, 
from  the  first  settlement  of  North  America  to  tlie 
present  day,  that  the  Britisii  plenipotentiaries 
protest. 

From  the  rigor  of  this  system,  however,  as  prac- 
tised bv  O.  Britain,  and  all  other  European  powers  in 


of  fortitude  in  adversity,  they  have  been  taught  In 
their  own  history  that  the  occupation  of  their  prin- 
cipal cities  would  produce  no  despondency,  nor  in- 
duce their  submission  to  the  dismemberment  of  their 
empire,  or  to  the  abandonment  of  any  one  of  the 
rights  wtiicii  constitute  a part  of  their  national  inde- 
pendence. 

I ue  general  position,  that  it  was  consistent  with  „ 

the  principle  of  public  law,  and  with  the  practice  of'  Vavr.ca,  the  humane  soul  liberal  policy  of  the  United 
civilized  nations,  to  include  allies  in  a treaty  of  States  has  voluntarily  relixed,  A ceh  brated  writer 
peace,  aiul  to  provide  for  their  security,  never  was! on  the  laws  of  nations,  to  whose  authority  British 


cille  l in  question  by  the  undersigned.  But  they  juris’s  have  taken  particular  satisfaction  in  appeal- 
have  denied  the  right  of  Great  Britain,  according!  in*,  after  stating,  in  the  most  explicit  manner,  the 

f 

in  the  territories  of  $ | 

lodged  by  herself,  to  consider  suclt tVfbe.s^aT her  j New  England,  anl  the  founder  of  Pennsylvan  a, 
allies,  or  to  treat  for  them  with  the  United  States.  I having  'purchased  of  the  Indians  the  lan  is  they  re- 
They  will  not  repeat  the  facts  and  arguments  al-|solvedtocuUivatenotwiltwUiv.lingtheiroeingfur- 
*eady  bVojgiit  forward  by  them  in  sstjjft  of  tors  ms  »el  WlU  a.  charter .from-  tneir  sovereign.  It  U tbi> 


ight  of  Great  Britain,  according!  ft  ...  . 

to  loose  principles  and  her  own  practice,  to  inter-  legitimacy  of  colonial  settlements  m America,  the 
fere  in  any  manner  with  indian  tribes  residing  with-'  exclusion  of  all  rights  of  uncivilized  indian  tribes, 
‘ ' he  United  States,  as  acknow-l  has  taken  occasion  to  praise  tie  first  settlors  of 
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example,  which  the  United  States,  since  they  be- 
came, by  their  independence,  tlie  sovereigns  of  the 
territory,  have  adopted  and  organized  into  a politi- 
cal system.  Under  that  system,  the  Indians  resid- 
ing within  the  United  States  are  so  far  independent, 
that  they  live  under  their  own  customs,  and  not  uu 
tUr  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales;  that  their  rights 
Upon  the -lands  where  tiiey  inhabit,  or  hunt,  are  se- 
cured to  them  by  boundaries  defined  in  amicable 
treaties  between  the  United  States  and  themselves  ; 
find  that  whenever  those  boundaries  were  varied,  it 
is  also  by  amicable  and  voluntary  treaties,  by  which 
they  receive  from  the  United  States  ample  compen- 
sation for  every  right  they  have  to  the  lands  ceded 
by  sdigjjj.  They  are  so  far  dependent  as  not  to  have 
five  right  to  dispose  gf  their  lands  to  private  per- 
sons, nor  to  any  power  oilier  tU-m  the  United  States, 
and  co  be  under  their  protection  alone,  and  not  un- 
der that  of  any  other  power.  Whether  called  sub- 
jects or  by  whatever  name  designated,  such  is  the 
relation  between  them  and  the  United  Slates. — 
That  relation  is  neither  asserted  now  for  the  first 
time,  nor  did  it  originate  with  the  treaty  of  Green- 
yiile.  These  principles  have  been  uniformly  recog- 
nized by  the  Indians  themselves,  not  only  by  that 
treaty,  but  in  all  the  other  previous  as  well  as  sub- 
{sequent  treaties,  between  them  and  the  United 
States. 

The  treaty  of  Greenville  neither  took  from  the 
ilia  ns  the  right,  which  they  had  not,  of  selling  lands 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Stales  to  fo- 
reign governments  or  subjects,  nor  ceded  to  Uiem  the 
right  of  exercising  exclusive  jurisdiction  within  the 
boundary  Line  assigned.  It  was  merely  declaratory 
of  the  public  law  in  relation  to  tne  parties,  founded 
pn  principles  previously  and  universally  recognized, 
ft  left  to  the  United  States  the  rights  of  exercising 
sovereignty  and  of  acquiring  sod,  and  bears  no  analo- 
gy to  the  proposition  of  Great  Britain  which  re- 
quires the  abandonment  of  both. 

The  British  plenipotentiaries  state  in  their  last 
note,  that  Great  Britain  13  ready  to  enter  into  the 
same  engagement  with  respect  to  tfhf  Indians  living 
within  her  line  of  dermrkation,  as  that  which  is  pro- 
posed to  the  United  States.— The  undersigned  will 
pot  dwell  on  the  immense  inequality  of  value  be- 
tween the  t\yo  territories,  which  under  such  an  ar- 
rangement, would  be  assigned,  by  each  nation  res- 
pectively to  the  Indians,  and  which  alone  would 
make  the  reciprocity'  merely  nominal.  The  condi- 
tion which  would  be  thus  imposed  on  G.  Britain  not 
to  acquire  lands  in  Canada  from  the  Indians,  would 
he  productive  of  no  advantage  to  the  United  States, 
and  is,  therefore,  no  equivalent  far  the  sacrifice  re- 
quired of  them.  They  do  no  consider  that  it  be- 
longs i.q  the  United  Estates  in  any  respect  to  inter- 
fere with  the  concerns  qf*  Great  Britain  jn  her 
American  possessions,  or  with  her  policy  towards 
the  Indians  residing  there  : and  they  cannot  consent 
to  any ’interference,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
with  their  own  concerns,  and  particularly  with  the 
puliuns  living  within  their  territories.  It  may  be 
tim  interest  of  G.  Britain  to  limit  her  settlements  in 
Panada  to  their  present  extent,  and  to  leave  the 
Country  to  tli e West  a perpetual  wilderness,  to  be 
forever  inhabited  by  Scattered  tribes  of  hunters  : 
but  it  would  indict  a vital  injury  on  the  fj.  States  to 
have  aline  run  through  her  territory,  heyonefehich 
her  settlements  should  forever  be  precluded  from  ex- 
tending, thereby  arresting  the  natural  growth  of  h er 
population  and.  strength  ; placing  the  Indians  sub- 
stantially, by  virtue  or  the  proposed  guarantee,  un- 
der liie  protection  of  Great  Britain  j dooming  them 
i » perpetual  barbarism,  and  leaving  an  extensive 
Iflfel*  fever  exposed  tq  life  savage  Incursions. 


With  respect  to  the  mere  question  of  peace  with 
the  Indians,  the  undersigned  have  already  explicit- 
ly assured  the  British  plenipotentiaries  that  so  far 
as  it  depended  on  the  United  States,  it  would  im- 
mediately and  necessarily  follow  a peace,  wi'di  Great 
Britain,  If  this  be  her  sole  object,  no  provision  in 
the  treaty  to  that  effect  is  necessary.  Provided  the 
Indians  will  now  consent  to  it,  peace  will  immediate- 
ly be  made  with  them,  and  they  will  be  reinstated 
in  the  same  situation  in  which  they  stood  before  the 
commencement  of  hostilities.  Should  a continu- 
ance of  the  war  compel  the  United  States  to  alter 
their  policy  towards  the  Indians,  who  may  still  take 
the  part  of  Great  Britain,  they  alone  must  be  res- 
ponsible for  the  consequences  of  her  own  act  in  hav-. 
ing induced  them  to  withdraw  themselves  from  the 
protection  of  the  United  States.  The  employment  of 
savages,  whose  known,  rule  of  warfare  is  the  indis- 
criminate torture  and  butchery  of  women,  children, 
and  prisoners,  is  itself  a departure  from  the  princi- 
ples of  humanity  observed  between  all  civilized  and 
Christian  nations,  even  in  war. 

The  United  States  have  constantly  protested,  and 
still  protest  against  it  as  an  unjustifiable  aggravo.- 
tion  of  the  calamities  and  horrors  of  war. — Of  the 
peculiar  atrocities  of  Indian  warfare,  the  allies  of 
Graat  Britain  jn  whose  behalf  she  now  demands  sa- 
crifices of  the  United  States,  have,  during  the  pre- 
sent war,  shewn  many  deplorable. examples.  Among 
them,  tiie  massacre  in  cold  blood,  of  wounded  pi  h 
soners,  and  the  refusal  of  the  rights  of  burial  to  the 
dead,  under  the  eyes  of  British  officers  who  could 
only  plead  their  inability  to  control  these  savage  auxr 
diaries,  have  been  repeated,  and  areyiotorious  to  the 
world.  The  United  States  might  at  ail  times  have 
employed  the  same  kind  of  force  against  Great; 
Britain,  to  a greater  extent  than  ft  was  in  her  power 
to  employ  it  against  them  ; but  from  their  reluctance 
to  resort  to  means  so  abhorrent  io  the  natural  feel- 
,mgs  of  humanity,  they  abstained  from  the  use  of 
them  until  compelled  to  the  alternative  of  employ- 
ing themselves  Indians,  who  otherwise  would  have 
been  drawn  into  the  ranks  of  their  enemies. — -The 
undersigned  suggesting  to  the  British  plenipotentia- 
ries the  propriety  of  an  article  by  whiqh  G,  Britain 
and  the  United  States  should  reciprocally  stipulate 
never  hereafter,  if  they  should  be  again  at  war,  to 
employ  savages  in  it,  believe  that  it  would  be  infi- 
nitely more  honorable  to  the  humanity  and  Christian 
temper  of  both,  parties,  more  advantageous  to  the 
Indians  themselves,  and  better  adapted  to  secure 
their  permanent  peace,  tranquillity,  and  progressive 
Civilization,  than  the  boundary  proposed  , by  the 
British  plenipotentiaries. 

With  regard  to  the  cession  of  a part  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine,  as  to  which  the  British,  plenipoten- 
tiaries are  unable  to  reconcile  the  objections  made 
by  the  undersigned  with  their  previous  declaration, 
they  have  the  honor  to  observe,  that  at  the  confer- 
ence of  the  8th  ult,  the  British  plenipotentiaries, 
stated  as  one  of  the  subjects  suitable  for  discussion, 
a revision  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  British 
jtud  -American  territories,  with  a \ iew  to  prevent 
uncertainty  and  dispute  : and  that  it  was  on  the 
point  thus  stated,  that  the  undersigned  declared  that 
they  were  provided  with  instructions  from  their  go- 
vernment; a declaration  which  did  not  imply  that 
they  were  instructed  to  make  any  cession  of  terri- 
tory in  any  quarter,  or  agree  to  a revision  of  the 
line,  or  to  any  exchange  of  territory,  where  no  un- 
certainty or  dispute  existed. 

The  undersigned  perceive  no  uncertainty  or  mat- 
ter of  doubt  in  the  treaty  of  1783,  with  respect  to 
tha  oari  of  the  boundary  of  the  District  of  Maine 
which  Mould  affected'  by  the  proposal  of  Great 
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Britain  on  that  subject.  They  never  have  under-'  the  known  conditions  on  which  it  had  been  ceded  by 
stood  that  the  British  plenipotentiaries  who  signed | Spain  to  that  country,  or  the  hostile  seizure  of  a 
that  treaty,  had  contemplated  a boundary  different  great  part  of  the  Floridas,  under  a pretence  of  a di- 
from  that  fixed  by  the  treaty;  and  which  requires 

V t t \ t ’ 1 ft  Tt  4 !•  1 "S  ft  t \ % • r-%  . . U , . . 1 — X.  ■ . . ft  A 1 ■ • . . . H M ♦ . . .«  m . . 1 


nothing'  more,  in  order  to  be  definitely  ascertained. 


pule  respecting  the  boundary. 

The  reason  given  by  the  American  plenipotentia 


'than  to  be  surveyed  in  conformity  with  its  provisions,  ries  for  this  declaration,  equally  applies  to  the  a»- 
This  subject  not  having  been  a matter  of  uncertain-:  signment  of  a boundary  to  the  United  States  on  any 
ty  or  dispute,  the  undersigned  are  not  instructed  ] side,  with  whatever  view  proposed  ; and  the  uidind'  - 
upon  it ; and  they  can  have  no  authority  to  cede  any ! ed  nature  of  the  pretension  would  alone  have  just  i - 
part  of  the’ state  of  Massachusetts,  even  for  what  | tied  Great  Britain  in  seeking  more  effectual  sccuri- < 
the  British  government/might  consider  a fair  equi-j  ties  against  its  application  to  Canada  than  any  which 
v*lent.  I the  undersigned  have  had  the  honor  to  propose. 

In  regard  to  the  boundary  of'the  northwestern  llad  die  American  plenipotentiaries  been  instruct- 
frontier,  so  soon  as  the  proposition  of  Indian  bounded  on  the  subject  of  Canada,  they  would  not  have  as- 


da rj'  is  disposed  of,  the  undersigned  have  no  objec- 
tion, with  the  explanation  given  by  the  British  ple- 
nipotentiaries, in  their  last  note,  to  discuss  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  undersigned,  in  their  former  note,  stated  with 
frankness,  and  will  now  repeat,  that  the  two  propo 


serted  that  its  permanent  annexation  had  not  been 
the  declared  object  of  their  government.  It  has 
been  distinctly  avowed  to  be  such  at  different  times, 
particularly  by  two  American  generals  on  their  re- 
spective invasions  of  Canada.  If  the  declaration  first 
made  had  been  disapproved,  it  would  not  have  been 


sitions,  1st,  of  assigning  in  the  proposed  treaty  of  j repeated.  The  declarations  here  referred  to  are  to 
peace  a definite  boundary  to  the  Indians  living  j be  found  in  the  proclamation  of  general  Hull,  in  Ju- 
within  the  limits  of  tiie  United  Stales,  beyond  which  j ly  1812,  and  of  general  Smyth,  in  November,  181 
boundary  thej'  should  stipulate  not  to  acquire,  by  \ copies  of  which  arc  hereunto  annexed, 
purchase  or  otherwise,  any  territory;  2dly,  of  se-j  It  must  be  also  from  the  wput  of  instructions  that 
curing  the  exclusive  military  possession  of  the  lakes  i the  American  plenipotentiaries  have  been  led  to  as- 
to  Great  Britain,  are  both  inadmissabfe ; and  that  sert  that  Great  Britain  has  induced  the  indians  to 
they  cannot  subscribe  to,  and  would  deem  it  useless!  withdraw  from  the  protection  of  the  United  States., 
to  refer  to  their  government,  any  arrangement,  even  j The  government  of  the  United  States  cannot,  have 
provisional,  containing  either  of  these  propositions.!  forgotten  that  Great  Britain,  so  far  from  inducing 
With  this  understanding,  the  undersigned  are  now  I the  Indians  to  withdraw  themselves  from  the  pro- 
readv  to  continue  the  negociation  ; and  as  they  have  i tection  of  the  United  States,  gave  the  earliest  in- 
alreudy  expressed,  to  discuss  all  the  points  of  dif  | formation  of  the  intention  of  those  nations  to  invade 
fcrence,  or  which  might  hereafter  tend  in  any  de-itha  United  States,  and  exerted  herself,  though 
gree  to  interrupt  the  harmony  of  die  two  countries.  | without  success,  to  prevent  and  appease  their  i.os- 
The  undersigned,  request  the  British  plenipoten-j  tility.  The  Indian  uvions,  however,  having  experi- 
tiaries  to  accept  the  assurance  of  their  high  eonsi-  enced,  as  they  thought,  oppression,  instead  of  pro- 


deration. 

(Signed)  J.  Q.  ADAMS. 

J.  A.  BAYARD. 

II.  CLAY. 

JOXA.  RUSSELL. 

A.  G ALLATIN. 

No.  V. 

.The  British  to  the  American  commissioners. 

GusjtfT,  Sept.  19‘h,  1814. 

The  undersigned  have  thei honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  them  by  the 
American  plenipotentiaries  on  the  9th  inst. 

On  the  greater  part  of  that  note,  the  undersigned 
have  no  intention  to  make  comments,  having  pro- 
posed to  themselves  throughout  the  negociation  to 
avoid  all  unnecessary  discussions,  more  especially 
when  tending  to  create  irritation. 

Oil  the  question  of  the  north-western  frontiers, 
they  are  happy  to  find  that  no  material  difficulty  is 
likely  to  arise. 

With  respect  to  the  boundary  of  the  district  of 
Maine,  the  undersigned  observe  with  regret,  that 
although  the  American  plenipotentiaries  have  ac- 
knowledged themselves  to  be  instructed  to  discuss 
a revision  of  the  boundary  line,  with  a view  to  pre- 
vent uncertainty  and  dispute,  yet,  by  assuming  an 
exclusive  right  ^it  once  to  decide  what  is  or  is  not  a 
subject  of  uncertainty  and  dispute,  they  have  ren- 
dered their  powers  nugatory  or  inudmissibly  partial 
in  their  operation. 

After  the  declaration  made  by  the  American 
plenipotentiaries,  that  the  United  States  will  admit 
of  no  line  of  boundary  between  their  territory  and 
that  of  the  Indian  nations,  because  the  natural  growth 
and  population  of  the  United  Slates  would  be  there- 
by arrested,  it  becomes  unnecessary  further  to  insist 
on  the  proof  of  a spirit  of  aggrandizement  afford* i 
by  tiie  purciuse  of  Louisiana  from  France,  again*  t 


tection  from  the  United  States,  declared  war  against 
them  previously  to  the  declaration  of  war  by  that 
country  against  Great  Britain.  Ti  e treaty  by  which 
the  Indians  placed  themselves  under  the  protection 
of  the  United  States,  is  now  abrogated,  and  the 
American  government  cannot  be  entitled  to  claim,  as 
a right,  the  renewal  of  an  article  in  a treaty,  which 
has^no  longer  any  existence.  The  Indian  nations 
are  therefore  no  longer  to  be  considered  as  under 
the  protection  of  the  United  Stales,  (whatever  may 
be  the  import  of  that  term)  and  it  can  only  be  on 
■ he  ground  that  they  are  regarded  as  subjects,  that 
tke  American  plenipotentiaries  can  be  authorized  to 
deny  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  interfere  on  their 
behalf  in  the  negociations  for  peace.  To  any  such 
claim,  it  is  repeated,  that  the  treaties  concluded 
with  them,  and  particularly  that  of  Greenville,  are 
in  direct  opposition. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  recur  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  territory  of  the  United  States  was  at  first  settled, 
in  order  to  decide,  whether  the  Indian  nations,  the 
original  inhabitants  of  America,  shall  have  some 
spot  assigned  to  them,  where  they  may  be  permit- 
ted to  live  in  tranquility  ; nor  whether  their  tran- 
quility can  be  secured  without  preventing  an  unin- 
terrupted system  of  encroachment  upon  them  un- 
der the  pretence  of  purchase- 

It'  the  American  plenipotentiaries  are  authorized 
peremptorily  to  deny  the  right  of  the  British  go- 
vernment to  interfere  with  the  pacification  of  the 
Indian  nations,  *nd  for  that  reason  refuse  all  nego- 
c rations  on  the  subject,  the  undesigned  are  at  a loss 
t > understand,  upon  what  principle  it  was,  that  at 
the  conference  of  the  9th  ultimo,  the  American  ple- 
nipotentiaries invited  discussion  on  the  subject,  and 
added,  that  it  was  not  possible  for  them  to  decide 
without  discussion,  whether  an  article  could  be 
framed  which  should  be  mutually  satisfactory,  anx 
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te  which  they  should  think  themselves,  under  their  tuuity  of  renewing  to  the  American  plenipotentiary 
discretionary  powers,  warranted  in  acceding.  I ries,  the  assurance  of  their  high  consideration. 

The  undersigned  must  further  observe,  that  if  the  (Signed)  GAMUT  Ell, 

Am:  dcnn  government  has  not  furnished  their  pie-  HENRY  GOULBURX, 

nipotsritianes  with  any  instructions  since  January  WILLIAM  ADAMS, 

last,  when  the  general  pacification  of  Europe  couht  The  ministers  plenipotentiary 
not  have  been  immediately  in  contemplation,  this  and  ext:  uordinai  y of  the  United  Stater,  &c. 
subsequent  silence,  after  an  event  so  calculated  No.  VI. 

(even  in  the  view  which  the  American  plenipoten-  the  ameiucah  to  the  whitish  coatwiss-orEng. 
tiaries  have  taken  of' it,  in  their  note  of  the  24'ch  ult.)  I Ghent,  Sept  26,  1814. 

to  influence  the  negociation,  w,  to  say  the  least,  j In  replying  to  the  note  which  the  undersigned 
no  proof  of  a sincere  desire  to  bring  it  to  a favor-  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  his  I’ ri tannic 
able  conclusion.  The  British  government  has  en- 1 majesty’s  plenipotentiaries,  dated  on  the  19th  inst. 
tered  into  the  negociation  with  an  anxious  wish  to  j they  are  happy  to  concur  with  them  in  the  sentiment 
effect  an  amicable  arrangement.  After  convulsions  of  avoiding  unnecessary  discussions,  especially  such 
unexampled  in  their  nature,  extent,  and  duration,  a»  may  have  a tendency  to  create  irritation.  They 
the  civilized  world  has  need  of  repose.  To  obtain  jliad  hoped  that,  in  the  same  spirit,  the  British  pleni- 
this  in  Europe,  Great  Britain  has  made  consider*- tpotentjaries  would  not  have  thought  allusions  again 
ble  sacrifices.  To  complete  the  work  of  general  [necessary  to  transactions  foreign  to  this  negociation. 


pacification,  it  19  her  earnest  with  to  establish  a 
peace  with  the  United  States,  and  in  her  endeavors 
to  accomplish  this  object,  to  manifest  the  same 
principles  of  moderation  and  forbearance  ; but  it  is 
utterly  inconsistent  with  her  practice  and  her  prin- 
ciples ever  to  abandon  m her  negociations  for  peace 
those  who  have  co-operated  with  her  in  war. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  repeat  that  the  Bri- 
tish government  is  willing  to  sign  a treaty  of  peace 
with  the  United  States  on  terms  honorable  to  both 
parties.  It  has  not  offered  any  terms  which  the  U. 
States  can  justly  represent  as  derogatory  to  their 
honor,  nor  can  it  be  induced  to  accede  to  any  which 
are  injurious  to  its  own.  It  is  on  this  ground  that 
the  undersigned  are  authorized  distinctly  to  de- 
clare, that  they  are  instructed  not  to  sign  a treaty  of 
peace  with  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  U.  States, 
unless  the  Indian  nations  are  included  in  it,  and  res- 
tored to  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  territories 
which  they  enjoyed  rn  the  year  1811,  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  by  virtue  of  the  treaty 
of  Grenville,  and  the  treaties  subsequently  conclud- 
ed b 

point  cue  uriusn  plenipotentiaries  cannot  depart 

They  are  further  instructed  to  offer  for  discussion 
an  article  by  which  the-  contracting  parties  shall 
reciprocally  bind  themselves,  according  to  bounda- 
ries to  be  agreed  upon,  not  to  purchase  the  lands 
occupied  by  the  Indians  within  their  respective 
lines  of  demarcation.  By  making  this  engagement 
subject  to  revision  at  the  expiration  of  a given  pe- 
riod, it  is  hoped  that  the  objection  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a boundary  beyond  which  the  settlement  of 
the  U States  should  be  forever  excluded,  may  be 
effectually  obviated. 

The  undersigned  have  never  stated  that  the  ex- 
clusive military  possession  on  the  lakes,  however 
conducive  they  are  satisfied  it  would  be  to  a good 
understanding  between  the  two  countries,  without 
endangering  the  security  of  the  United  States,  was 
to  be  considered  as  a sine  qua  non  in  the  negocia- 
tion. Whenever  the  question  relative  to  the*  paci- 
fication of  the  Indian  nations  (which,  subject  to  the 
explanations  already  given,  is  a sine  qua  non*)  shall 
be  adjusted,  the  undersigned  will  be  authorized  to 
make  a final  proposition  on  the  subject  of  Canadian 
boundaries,  so  entirely  founded  on  principles  of  mo- 
deration and  justice,  that  they  feel  confident  it  can- 
not be  rejected.  This  proposition  will  be  distinct- 
ly stated  by  the  undersigned,  upon  receiving  an  as- 
surance from  the  American  plenipotentiaries  that 
they  consider  themselves  authorized  to  conclude  a 
provisional  article  on  the  subject,  and  upon  their 
previously  consenting  to  include  the  Indian  nations 
in  tlje  treaty,  in  the  manner  above  described. 

The  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  this  oppor-i 


relating  to  the  United  States,  and  other  independent 
nations,  and  not  suitable  for  discussion  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain.  The  observation 
made  with  respect  to  Louisiana  is  the  more  extraor- 
dinary, as  the  cession  of  that  province  to. the  United 
States  was,  at  the  time  communicated  to  the  Bri- 
tish government,  who  expressed  their  entire  satis- 
faction with  it,  and  has  subsequently  received  the 
solemn  sanction  of  Spain  herself.  The  undersigned 
will  further  sav,  that  whenever  the  transactions  of 
the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  boundaries  of 
Louisiana  and  'Florida,  shall  be  a proper  subject  of 
discussion,  they  will  be  found  not  only  susceptible  of 
complete  justification,  but  will  demonstrate  the 
moderation  and  forbearance  of  the  American  go- 
vernment, and  their  undeviating  respect  for  the 
rights  of  their  neighbors. 

The  undersigned  are  far  from  assuming  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  decide,  what  is,  oris  rot,  a subject 
of  uncertainty  and  dispute,  with  regard  to  the  boun- 
dary of  the  district  of  Maine.  But  until  the  British 
plenipotentiaries  shall  have  shown  in  what  respect 
ctween  them  and  the  United  States.  From  this!  the  part  of  that  boundary  which  would  be  affected 
t the  British  plenipotentiaries  cannot  depart.  by  their  proposal,  is  such  a subject,  the  undersign- 
ed may  be  permitted  to  assert  that  it  is  not. 

The  treaty  of  1783  described  (lie  boundary  as  “a 
line  to  be  drawn  along-  the  middle  of  tlie  river  St. 
Croix,  from  its  mouth  in  the  bay  of  Fundy,  to  its 
source,  and  from  its  source  directly  north  to  the 
high  lauds  which  divide  th*  rivers  that  fall  into  the 
Atlantic  ocean  from  those  which  fall  into  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  and  thence  along  the  said  highlands 
to  the  north westermost  head  of  Connecticut  river.” 
Doubts  having  arisen  as  to  the  St.  Croix  designa- 
ted in  the  treaty  of  1783,  a provision  was  made  by 
that  of  1794  for  ascertaining  it;  and  it  ma}r  be  fair- 
ly inferred,  from  the  limitation  of  the  article  to 
that  sole  object,  that  even  in  the  judgment  of  Great 
Britain,  no  other  subject  of  controversy  existed  ill 
relation  to  the  extension  of  the  boundary  line  from 
the  source  of  that  river.  That,  river  and  its  source 
having  been  accordingly  ascertained,  the  undersign- 
ed are  prepared  to  propose  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners by  the  two  governments,  to  extend  the 
line  to  the  highlands,  conformably  to  the  treaty  of 
1783.  The  proposal,  however,  of  the  British  pleni- 
potentiaries was  not  to  ascertain,  but  to  vary  those 
lines  in  such  manner  as  to  secure  a direct  communi- 
cation between  Quebec  and  Halifax;  an  alteration 
which  could  not  be  effected  without  accession  by  the 
United  States  to  Great  Britain  of  all  that  portion  of 
the  state  of  Massachusetts  intervening  between  the  - 
province  of  New  Brunswick  and  Quebec,  although 
unquestionably  included  within  the  boundary  lines 
fixed  by  thut  treaty.  Whether  it  was  contemplated 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  obtain  the  cession. 
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with  or  whom  an  equivalent  in  frontier  or  other 
wise,  the  undersigned,  in  stating  that  they  were  not 
instructed  or  authorised  o tn-at  on  the  subject  of 
cession,  hive  not  declined  'u  discuss  anv  matter  of 
Uncertainty  of  dispute  which  the  British  plenipoten- 
tiaries may  point  out  to  exist,  respecting  the  boun- 
daries in  that  or  in  any  other  quarter,  and  are,  there- 
fore, not  liable  to  the  imputation  of  having  rendered 
their  powers  on  the  subject  nugatory  or  inadmissi- 
blv  partial  in  their  operation 


rant-,  herewith  enclosed,  exciting  a portion  of  the 
population  of  the  U.  States,  under  the  promise  of 
military  employment  or  of  free  settlement  in  the 
West  Indies,  to  treachery  and  rebellion.  The  un- 
dersigned very  sincerely  regret  to  be  obliged  to  s»yr 
that  an  irresistible  mass  of  evidence  consist  ing  prin- 
cipally of  the  correspondence  of  British  officeis  and 
agents,  part  only  of  which  has  already  been  publish- 
ed in  America,  establishes  beyond  all  rational  doubt, 

I the  fact,  that  a constant  system  of  excitement  to 


The  British  plenipotentiaries  consider  the  under-  j those  hostilities  was  pursued  by  the  British  traders 
signed  as  having  declared,  “that  the  United  States  and  agents,  who  had  access  to  the  Indians,  not  only 


Hull  Jmil  of  no  line  of  boundary  between  their  ter- 
ritory and  that  of  the  Indian  nations  because  the 
natural  growth  and  population  of  the  United  States 
would  be  thereby  army* ted.”  The  undersigned,  on 
the  contrary,  expressly  staled  m their  last  note 
“that  the  lands  inhabited  by  the  Indians  were  secur- 
ed to  them  by  boundaries,  defined  in  amicable  trea- 
ties between  them  and  the  United  Slates:”  but  they 


without  being  discountenanced,  but  with  frequent 
encouragement  by  the  British  authorities;  and  that 
if  they  ever  dissuaded  the  Indians  from  commencing 
hostilities,  it  was  only  by  urging  them,  as  in  pm* 
dence,  to  s impend  their  attacks  until  G.  Britain 
could  recognize  them  as  her  allies  in  the  war. 

When,  in  the  conference  of  t he  9th  ult.  the  under- 
signed invited  discussion  upon  the  proposal  of  In- 


[•efuse  to  ass  i 


in  a treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Ulian  pacification  and  boundary,  ar,  well  as  upon  all* 
mil  nermanent  boundary  to  the  I the  subjects  presented  by  the  British  plenipotentia-. 


acquire 

•'-than  peaceably,  and  with  their  free  consent,  are  I tory  to  the  British  plenipotentiaries;  and  2dlv , that 
fully  determined  in  that  manner,  progressively,  aad  j if  no  such  article  could  be  formed,  the  American  go- 
jn  proportion  as  their  growing  population  may  re*  vemment  might  be  informed  of  the  views  of  Great 
quire,  to  reclaim  from  the  stale  of  luture  and  to  ] Britain  upon  that  point,  and  the  British  government 
bring  into  cultivation  every  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  objections  0:1  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
contained  within  their  acknowledged  boundaries,  to  any  such  arrangement. — The  undersigned  have. 
In  thus  providing  for  the  support  of  millions  of  ci-  { in  fact,  already  proposed  no  less  than  three  articles 
vilized  beings,  they  will  not  violate  any  dictate  of  j on  the  subject,  all  of  which  they  view  as  better 
just  ice  or  humanity,  for  they  will  not  only  give  to  calculated  to  secure  peace  and  tranquility  to  the  In- 
the  few  thousand  savages,  scattered  over  that  terri- 1 dians,  than  any  one  of  the  proposals  for  that  pur- 
torv,  an  equivalent  for  any  right  they  may  j pose,  made  by  the  Brit  ish  plenipotentiaries, 

surrender,  but  will  always  leave  them  the  possession  j The  undersigned  had  repeated  their  assurances  to 
of  lands  more  than  they  can  cultivate,  and  more 


than  adequate  to  their  subsistence,  comfort  and  en- 
joyment by  cultivation. 

If  this  be  a spirit  of  aggrandizement,  the  under- 
signed are  prepared  to  admit,  in  that  sense,  its  ex- 
istence; but  they  must  deny  that  it  affords  the  slight- 
est proof  of  an  intention  not  to  respect  the  bounda- 
ries between  them  and  European  nations,  or  of  a de- 
sire to  encroach  upon  the  teiritories  of  G.  Britain.!  Britain  and  the  United  Stales,  and  be  restored  to  all 
If,  in  the  progress  of  their  increasing  population,  the  j tlie  rights,  privileges,  and  territories  which  they 
American  people  must  grow  in  strength  proportion- j enjoyed  in  the  year  1811,  previous  to  their  corn- 
ed to  their  numbers,  the  undersigned  will  hope  that  mencement  of  the  war,  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of 

Greenville,  and  the  treaties  subsequently  conclude 


(he  British  plenipotentiaries,  that  peace,  so  far  as  it 
depended  on  the  United  States,  would  immediately 
follow  > peace  with  Great  Britain,  and  added,  that 
the  Indians  would  thereby  be  reinstated  iu  the  same 
situation  in  which  liiev  stood  before  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities.  The  British  plenipotentiaries, 
insist,  in  their  last  note,  that  the  Indian  nations  shall 
be  included  in  the  treaty  of  peace  between  Great 


Great  Britain,  far  from  repining  at  the  prospect,  will 
contemplate  it  with  satisfaction.  They  will  not 


ed  between  them  and  the 


sequently 
United  States, 


Settins 


suppose  that  that  government  will  vow,  as  the  basis  | aside  the  subject  of  boundary,  which  is  presented  as 
of  their  policy  towards  the  United  States,  the  system  for  discussion  only,  there  is  no  apparent  difference 
of  arresting  their  natural  growth  within  their  own  j with  respect  to  the  object  in  view;  the  pacification 
territories,  for  the  sake  of  preserving  a perpetual  I and  tranquility  of  the  Indians,  and  placing  them  in 
desert  for  savages.  If  (!.  Britain  has  made  sacrifices  (the  same  situation  in  which  they  stood  before  the 
to  give  repose  to  the  civilized  world  in  Europe,  no  ! war,  all  which  will  be  eqirdiv  obtained  in  the  man- 
sacrifice  is  required  from  her  by  the  United  Slates  ner  proposed  by  the  undersigned,  and  the  only  point: 
to  complete  the  work  of  general  pacification.  This  I of  real  difference  is,  tile  British  plenipotentiaries  in- 
negociation  at  least  evinces,  on  their  part,  no  dispo-i  sist  that  it  should  be  done  by  including  the  Indians* 
sit  ion  to  claim  any  other  right,  than  that  of  pre  jus  allies  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  treaty  of  peace 
serving  their  independence  entire,  and  of  govern-  between  her  and  the  U.  States, 
ing  their  own  territories  without  foreign  interfer-  The;  U,  Slates  cannot  consent  that  Indians  resid- 
ence. ing  within  their  boundaries,  as  acknowledged  by  G. 


Of  the  two  proclamations,  purported  copies  of 
which  the  British  plenipotentiaries  have  thought 
proper  to  enclose  with  their  last  note,  the  undersign- 
ed might  content  themselves  with  remarking,  that 
neither  of  them  is  the  act  of  the  American  govern- 
ment. They  are  enabled  however  to  add,  with  per- 
fect. confidence,  that  neither  of  them  was  authorized 
or  approved  by  the  government.  The  undersigned 
are  not  disposed  to  consider  as  the  act  of  the  Bri- 
tish government,  the  proclamation  of  admiral  Coch- 


Britain,  shall  be  inclnued  in  the  treat  j of  peace,  in 
any  manner  which  will  recognize  them  as  indepen- 
dent nations,  whom  Great  Britain,  having  obtained 
this  recognition,  would  hereafter,  have  the  right  to 
consider  in  every  respect,  as  such.  Thus  to  recog- 
nize these  Indians  as  independent  and  soverei  gn  na- 
tions, would  take  from  the  United  States,  and  trans- 
fer to  those  Indians,  all  the  rights  of  soil  and  sove- 
reignty over  the  territory  which  they  inhabit;  and 
this  being  accomplished  through  the  agency  of  G„ 
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Britain,  would  place  them  effectually  and  exclusive- 
ly under  her  protection,  instead  of  being,  as  here- 
tofore, under  that  of  the  United  Stales.  It  is  not 
perceived  in  what  respect  such  a provision  would 
'differ  from  an  absolute  cession  by  the  U.  States  of 
the  extensive  territory  in  question. 

The  British  plenipotentiaries  have  repeated  the 
assertion,  that  the  treaty  by  which  the  Indians  plac- 
ed themselves  Under  the  protection  of  the  U.  States, 
was  abrogated  by  the  war;  and  thence  infer,  that 
they  are  no  longer  to  be  considered  as  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  United  States,  whatever  maybe  the 
import  of  the  term;  and  that  the  right  of  G.  Bri- 
tain to  interfere  in  their  behalf  in  the  negociation  of 
peace,  can  only  be  denied  on  the  ground  that  they 
are  regarded  as  subjects.  In  point  of  fact,  several 
-of  the  tribes,  parties  to  the  treaty  of  Greenville, have 
constantly  been,  and  still  are,  at  peace  with  the  U. 
States. ' Whether  that  treaty  be  or  be  not  abrogated, 
is  a question  not  necessary  to  be  now  discussed. 
The  right  of  the  United  Slates  to  the  protection  of 
the  indians  within  their  boundaries,  was  not  acquir- 
ed by  that  treaty;  it  was  a necessary  consequence 
of  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  United 
States.  Previous  to  that  time  the  Indians  living 
wi  in  the  *,ame  territory,  were  uffder  the  protec- 
ton  of  his  Britannic  m jesiy,  as  its  sovereign.  T e 
undersigned  may  refer  the  British  plenipotentiaries 
to  all  the  acts  of  their  own  government,  relative  to 
the  subject,  for  proof,  that  it  has  always  considered 
this  right  of  protection  as  one  of  the  rights  of  sove- 
reignty, which  it  needed  no  Indian  treaty  to  confer, 
and  which  the  abrogation  of  no  Indian  treaty  could 
divest.1,  They  will  paUicluarly  bring  to  their  recol- 
LciionJ  that  when  a similar  proposition  of  con- 
sidering Indian  tribes  as  independent  nations, 
t:>  Serve  ss  a barrier  between  the  French  and  En- 
gl sh  territories,  was  made  by  Fr-nce  to  England,  it 
was  immediately  rejected,  by  a minister  to  whom 
the  British  nation  is  accustomed  to  look  back  with 
veneration,  and  rejected  on  the  express  ground,  that 
th  - king  would  not  renounce  his  right  to  protection 
oyer  the  Indians  within  his  dominions.  But  whatever 
the  relation  or  ’he  Indians  to  the  United  States  may 
be,  and  whether  under  their  protection  or  not,  Great 
Britain  having  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  recognized  the 
sovereignty  of'  the  U.  States,  and  agreed  to  certain 
limits  as  their  boundaries,  has  no  right  to  consider 
.any  persons  or  communities,  whether  Indians  t>j; 
others,  residing  within  those  boundaries,  as  nations 
independent  of  the  U.  States. 

The  U.  States  claim,  of  right,  with  respect  to  all 
European  nations,  and  particularly  with  respect  to 
G.  Britain,  the  entire  sovereignty  over  the  whole 
territory,  and  all  the  persons  embraced  within  the 
boundaries  of  their  dominions.  G.  Britain  has  no 
right  to  take  cognizance  of  the  relations  subsisting 
between  the  several  communities  or  persons  living 
therein.  They  form  as  to  her,  only  parts  of  the  do- 
minions of  toe  United  States,  and  it  is  altogether  im- 
material, whether,  or  how  far,  under  their  political  j 
institutions  and  policy,  these  communities  or  per- 
sons are  independent  states,  allies,  or  subjects. 
With  respect  to  her  and  all  other  foreign  nations, 
they  are  parts  of  a whole,  of  which  the  U.  States  are 
the  sole  and  absolute  sovereigns. 

The  allegation  of  the  British  plenipotentiaries, 
that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  practice  or  princi- 
ples of  G.  Britain  to  abandon  in  her  negociations  for 
peace,  those  who  have  co-operated  with  her  In  war, 
is  not  applicable  to  the  Indians,  but  on  the  errone- 
ous assumption  of  their  independence,  which,  so  far 
as  she  is  concerned,  has  been  fully  disproved  And 
although  no  power  from  these  tribes  to  the  British 
government  to  treat  in  their  behalf,  would,  for  the 


same  reason  be  admitted  by  the  undersigned,  they 
! may  nevertheless  observe,  that  the  British  plenipo- 
J tentiaries  having  produced  no  such  powers,  having 
no  authority  to  bind  the  Indians,  to  engage  for  their 
assent  to  the  pacification,  or  lo  secure  the  continu- 
ance of  peace  on  their  part  whilst  speak  ing  of  them 
as  allies,  do  really  propose  to  treat  for  them  not  as 
if  they  were  independent  nations,  but  as  if  they  Were 
the  subjects  of  G.  Britain 

Tire  undersigned  so  far  from  asking  that,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Indians,  Great  Britain  should  pursue  a 
course  inconsistent  With  her  former  practice  and 
principles,  only  desire  that  she  would  follow  her  own 
example  respecting  them,  in  her  former  treaties  with 
other  European  nations,  and  with  the  United  States. 
No  provision  for  the  Indians  is  found  in  the  treaty 
of  1763,  bv  which  France  ceded  Canada  to  Great 
Britain,  although  almost  all  the  Indians  living  with- 
in the  territory  ceded,  or  acknowledged  to  belong  to 
Great  Britain,  had  taken  part  with  France  in  the  war. 
No  such  provision  was  inserted  in  the  treaty  of 
peace  of  1783,  between  G.  Britain  And  the  U.  Slates, 
although  almost  all  the  Indian  tribes  living  within 
the  territory  recognized  by  the  treaty  to  belong  to 
the  United  States,  had  during  the  war,  co-operated 
with  Great  Britain,  and  might  have  been  considered 
as  her  allies  more  justly  than  on  the  present  occa- 
sion So  far  as  concerns  the  relations  between  G. 
Britain  and  the  United  Slates,  these  Indians  can  be 
treated  for  only  on  the  principles  bv  which  amnes-. 
ties  are  stipulated  in  favor  of  disaffected  persons, 
who,  in  times  of  war  and  invasion,  co-operate  with 
the  enemy  of  the  nation  to  which  they  belong.  To 
go  as  far  as  possible  in  securing  the  benefit  of  the 
peace  to  the  Indians,  now  the  only  object  professed 
by  the  British  government  in  their  present  sine  qvd 
non,  the  undersigned  offer  a stipulation  in  general 
terms,  that  no  person  or  persons,  whether  subjects, 
citizens,  or  Indians,  residing  within  the  dominions 
of  either  party,  shall  be  molested  or  annoyed,  either 
in  persons  or  their  property,  for  any  part  they  may 
have  taken  in  the  war  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain;  but  shall  retain  all  the  rights,  privi- 
leges and  possessions,  which  they  respectively  had 
at.  the  commencement  of  the  war;  they,  on  their  part, 
demeaning  themselves  peaceably,  and  conformably 
to  their  duties  to  the  respective  governments — 
This  the  undersigned  have  no  doubt  will  effectually 
secure  to  the  Indians  peace,  if  they  themselves  will 
observe  it,  and  they  will  not  suppose  that  G.  Britain 
would  wish  them  included  in  the  peace  but  upon 
that  coric  ition. 

The  undersigned  have  never  intimated  that  their 
government  had  not  furnished  them  with  any  in- 
structions since  January  last.  On  the  contrary,  they 
distinctly  told  the  British  plenipotentiaries  in  con- 
ference, though  it  appears  to  have  escaped  their  re- 
collection, that  instructions  had  been  received  by  tke 
undersigned,  dated  at  the  close  of  the  month  of 
June.  The  undersigned  will  now  add,  that  those  in- 
jstructions  were  drawn  with  a full  knowledge  of  the 
general  pacification  in  Europe,  and  with  so  liberal  a 
.consideration  of  its  necessary  bearing  upon  all  the 
differences  that  had  been  until  then  subsisting  be*, 
tween  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  that  the 
undersigned  cannot  doubt  that  peace  would  long 
since  have  been  concluded,  had  not  an  insuperable 
bar  against  it  been  raised  by  the  new  and  unprece- 
dented demands  of  the  British  government. 

With  respect  to  the  proposition  which  the  British 
plenipotentiaries  inform  them  they  will  be  prepared 
to  make,  in  relation  to  the  Canadian  boundaries, 
which  appears  to  them  so  entirely  founded  on  prin- 
ciple* .of  moderation  and  justice,  but  the  nature  s* 
which,  they  think  proper  at  present  to  withhold,  the 
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qndersigned  can  only  pledge  themselves  to  meet  i Europe  to  but  one  sentiment  as  to  the  character  of 
any  proposition  from  the  British  plenipotentiaries,  the  transaction. 

characterized  by  moderation  and  justice,  not  only  Alter  tne  previous  communication  which  the  un- 
with  a perfect  reciprocity  of  those  sentiments,  but  dersigned  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  t!  e 
with  a sincere  and  earnest  desire  to  contribute  to  American  plenipotentiaries,  they  could  not  but  feel 
the  restoration  of  peace,  by  every  compliance  with  much  surprized  at  the  information  contained  in  their 
the  wishes  of  G.  Britain,  compatible  with. their  duty  ; hist  note  of  their  having  received  instructions  dated 
to  their  country.  j subsequently  to  January,  1814.^  The  undersigned 


have  no  recollection  whatever  of  the  American  ple- 
nipotentiaries having  communicated  to  them,  either 
collectively,  or  individually  at  a conference  or  other- 
wise, the  receipt  of  instructions  from  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  dated  at  the  close  of  the 
month  of  June,  and  they  must  remind  the  American 
plenipotentiaries  that  their  note  of  the  9th  ult.  dis- 
tinctly stated  that  the  instructions  of  January,  1814, 
were  those  under  which  they  were  acting.  If  there- 
fore, the  American  plenipotentiaries  received  in- 
structions drawn  up  at  the  close  of  the  month  of 
June,  with  a liberal  consideration  of  the  late  events 
The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  j in  Europe,  the  undersigned  have  a right  to  complain 
-the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  plenipotentiaries  of  that  while  the  American  government  justly  consi 


The  undersigned  have  the  honor  of  tendering  to 
the  British  plenipotentiaries,  the  renewed  assurance 
of  their  high  consideration. 

(Signed)  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

J.  A.  BAYARD, 

HENRY  CLAY, 

JONA.  RUSSELL, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


TIIE  BRITISH  TO 


No.  VII. 

THE  AMERICAN'  COMMISSIONERS. 

Ghent , October,  8,  1814. 


dered  those  events  as  having  a necessary  bearing  on' 
the  existing  differences  between  the  two  countries, 
the  American  plenipotentiaries  should  nevertheless 


the  United  States,  dated  on  the  29th  ult. 

As  the  continuance  of  the  negociation  exclusively 
depends  upon  the  question  relating  to  the  pacifica- 
tion and  rights  of  the  Indian  nations  the  undersigned,  have  preferred  acting  under  instructions  which, 
are  unwilling  to  extend  their  observations  to  the  from  their  date,  must  have  been  without  the  contem- 
©ther  subjects  brought  forward  in  the  note  of  the  plation  of  such  events. 

American  plenipotentiaries,  further  than  maybe  re-j  The  British  government  never  required  that  all 
quired  for  necessary  explanation.  ; *hat  portion  of  the  state  of  Massachu setts  inter- 

in adverting  for  this  purpose  to  the  acquisition  of  j vening  between  the  province  of  New  Brunswick  unci 
Louisiana,  the  undersigned  must  observe,  that  t!ie  j Quebec,  should  be  ceded  to  Great  Britain,  buf.  only 
•instrument  by  which  the  consent  of  his  Catholic  ma-|  that  small  portion  of  unsettled  country  which  inter- 
jesty  is  alledged  to  have  been  given  to  the  cession,  rupts  the  communication  between  Halifax  and  Que- 
of  it,  has  never  been  made  public.  IlisjCatholic  ma-  j bee,  there  being  much  doubt  whether  it  does  not  al- 
jesty  was  no  party  to  the  treaty  by  which  the  cessa-  j ready  belong  to  Great  Britain, 
lion  was  made,  and  if  any  sanction  has  been  subse-  The  undersigned  are  at  a loss  to  understand  how 
quently  obtained  from  him,  it  must  have  been,  like  vice  admiral  Cochrane’s  proclamation  illustrates 
other  extemporaneous  acts  of  that  monarch,  invo-  any  topic  connected  with  the  present  negociation,  or 


Juntarv,  and  as  such  cannot  alter  the  chtracter  of 
the  transaction.  The  marquis  of  Yrujo,  the  minis- 
ter of  his  Catholic  majesty  at  Washington,  in  a let- 
ter addressed  to  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
formally  protested  against  the  cession,  and  the  right 
of  France  to  make  it.  Yet,  in  the  face  of  this  pro- 
testation, so  strongly  evincing  the  decided  opinion 
of  Spain  as  to  the  illegality  of  the  proceeding,  the 
president  of  the  United  States  ratified  the  treaty. 
Can  it  be  contended  that  the  annexation  of  Louisia- 
na, under  such  circumstances,  did  not  mark  i\  spirit 
of  territorial  aggrandizement? 

His  Britannic  majesty  did  certainly  express  satis- 


bears  upon  the  conclusion  which  they  contended 
was  to  be  drawn  from  the  two  proclamations  of  the 
American  generals.  These  proclamations  distinct- 
ly avowing  the  intention  of  the  American  govern- 
ment permanently  to  annex  the  Canadas  to  the 
United  States,  were  adduced  not  as  a matter  of 
complaint,  tut  simply  for . the  purpose  of  proving 
what  had  been  denied  as  a fact,  viz.  that  sucli  had 
been  the  declared  intention  of  the  American  govern- 
ment. 

The  undersigned  observe  that  .although  the  Ame- 
rican plenipotentiaries  have  taken  upon  themselves 
generally  to  deny  that  the  proclamations  were  au- 


faction  when  the  American  government  communi-j  thorized  or  approved  by  their  government,  without 
cated  the  event,  that  Louisiana,  a valuable  colony  j stating  in  what  mgcle  that  disapprobation  was  ex- 
in the  possession  of  France,  with  whom  t he  war  had ! pressed,  yet  they  avoid  stating  that  the  part  of  those 
just  been  renewed,  instead  of  remaining  in  the  hands ! proclamations  containing  the  declaration  in  ques- 
of  his  enemy,  had  been  ceded  to  the  United  States,  ! tion,  had  not  been  so  authorized  or  approved.  It  is 
at  that  time  professing  the  most  friendly  disposition]  indeed  impossible  to  imagine,  that  if  the  American 
towards  Great  Britain  and  an  intention  of  provid-  government  had  intimated  any  disapprobation  of 
ing  for  her  interest  in  the  acquisition.  But  the  con-  that  part  of  general  Hull’s  proclamation,  the  same 
ditiens  under  which  France  had  acquired  Louisiana  declaration  would  have  been  as  confidently  repeat- 
from  Spain,  were  not  communicated  ; the  refusal  of  ed  four  months  after  by  general  Smyth. 

Spain  to  consent  to  its  alienation  was  not  known;!  His  majesty’s  government  have  other  and  ample 
tiie  protest  of  her  ambassador  had  not  been  made,!  means  of  knowing,  that  the  conquest  of  the  Canadas 
and  many  other  circumstances  attending  the  trans-iand  their  annexation  to  the  United  States  was  the 
action,  on  which  it  is  now  unnecessary  to  dilate,  j object  and  policy  of  the  American  government. — 
were,  as  thc:g  is  good  reason  to  believe,  industrious- 1 For  tiie  present  tiie  undersigned  will  content  them- 
ly  concealed.  j selves  with  referring  to  the  remonstrance  of  the  le- 

Tiie  proof  of  a spirit  of  aggrandizement,  which  gislature  cf  .Massachusetts  in  June,  1813,  in  which 
the  undersigned  had  deduced  from  the  hostile  seiz-l  this  intention  is  announced  as  matter  of  notoriety, 
ure  of  a great  part  of  tiie  Floridas,  under  the  most  I The  undersigned  deny  that  the  American  gov’ern- 
frivolous  pretences,  remains  unrefuted;  and  the  | ment  had  proved,  or  can  prove,  that  previous  to  the 
undersigned  are  convinced  that  the  occasion  an  l cir- 1 declaration  of  war  by  the  United  States,  persons 
cumstances  under  which  that  unwarrantable  act  of  | authorized  by  the  British  government  endeavored  to 
aggression  took  place,  have  given  rise  throughout  excite  the  Indian  nations  against  the  United  Stales, 
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Or  that  endeavors  of  that  kind,  if  made  by  private  I be  considered  a:-;  their  subjects,  ahd,  consequently 
persons,  (which  the  undersigned  have  no  reason  to  if  engaged  in  war  against  the  United  States,  become 
believe)  ever  received  the  countenance  of  his  ma.-j  liable  to  he  treated  as  rebels,  or disaffected  persons, 
jesty’a  government; 

The  American  plenipotentiaries  have  not  denied 
that  the  Indian  nations  had  been  engaged  in  war  with 
the  United  States,  before  the  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain had  commenced,  and  they  have  reluct  antly  con- 
fessed that  so  far  from  his  majesty  having  induced 
the  Indian  nations  to  begin  the  war,  as  charged 
against  Great  Britain  in  the  notes  of  the  24th  Aug. 
and  9th  ult.  the  British  government  actually  exerted  these  Great  Britain  can  never  recognize:  however 
their  endeavors  to  dissuade  the  Indian  nations  from  - -*■  1 1 1 1 * 

Commencing  it. 

As  to  the  unworthy  motive  assigned  by  the  Ame- 
rican plenipotentiaries  to  this  interference  so  amica- 
bly made  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  its  utter  im- 
probability is  sufficiently  apparent  from  considering 
by  which  party  the  war  was  declared.  The  under- 
signed, therefore,  can  only  consider  it  as  «n  addi- 
tional indication  of  that  hostile  disposition  which 
has  led  to  the  present  unhappy  war  between  the  two 
countries.  So  long  as  that  disposition  continues,  it 


They  have  further  stated,  that  all  the  territory 
which  these  indian  nations  occupy,  is  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  United  States;  that  the  United  Stales  have 
a right  to  dispossess  them  of  it:  to  exercise  ‘hat 
right,  whenever  their  policy  or  interest  may  seem 
to  them  to  require  it;  and  to  confine  them  to  such 
spots  as  may  be  selected,  not  b;  indian  nations,  but 
by  the  American  government.  Pretensions  such  as. 


reluctant  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent  may 
be  to  continue  the  war,  that  evil  must  be  preferred, 
if  peace  can  only  be  obtained  on  such  conditions. 

To  support  those  pretensions,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  show,  that  the  present  conduct  of  Great 
Britain,  is  inconsistent  With  her  former  practice  and 
principles,  the  American  plenipotcnuries  have  re- 
ferred to  the  treaty  of  pe,.c  1753,  to  that  of  1753, 
and  to  the  negociations  or  1721,  during  the  adminis- 
tration of  a minister,  whom  the  American  plenipo- 
tentiaries have  state,  and  truly  stated,  to  be  high 


cannot  but  render  any  effort  on  the  part  of  Great  tin  the  estimation  of  his  country. 


Britain  to  terminate  this  contest  utterly  unavailing. 

The  American  plenipotentiaries  appear  unprepar- 
ed to  state  tire  precise  ground  upon  which  they  re- 
sist the  right  of  his  majesty  to  negotiate  with  the 
United  States  on  behalf  of  the  Indian  nations,  whose 
co-operation  in  the  war  his  majesty  has  found  it  ex- 
pedient to  sccept 

The  treaty  of  Greenville,  to  the  words,  stipula- 
tions, and  spirit  of  which  the  undersigned  have  so 
frequently  appealed,  and  all  the  treaties  previously 
and  subsequently  made,  between  the  United  States 
and  theIndiaiVnalionsr  shew,  beyond  the  possibility 
of  doubt,  that  tire  United  States  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  treating  with  these  tribes  as  independent 
nations,  capable  of  maintaining  the  relations  of  peace 
and  war,  and  exercising  territorial  rights. 

If  this  be  so,  it  will  be  difficult  to  point  out  the 
peculiar  circumstances  in  the  condition  of  those 
nations,  which  should  either  exclude  them  from  a 
treaty  of  general  pacification,  or  prevent  Great  Bri- 
tain, with  whom  they  have  co-opcrat*d  as  allies  in 
the  war,  from  proposing  stipulations  in  their  behalf 
at  the  peace.  Unless  the  American  plenipotentiaries 
are  prepared  to  maintain  what  they  have  in  effect 
advanced,  that  although  the  Indian  nations  may  be 
independent  in  their  relations  with  the  United  States, 
yet  the  circumstance  of  living  within  the  boundary 
of  the  United  Slates  disables  them  from  forming 
s'tc  - conditions  of  alliance  with  a foreign  power,  as 
shall  entitle  that  power  to  negotiate  for  them  in  a 
treaty  of  peace. 

The  principle  upon  which  this  proposition  is 
founded,  was  advanced,  but  successfully  resisted  so 
far  back  as  the  treaty  of  Munster.  An  attempt  was 


The  omissions  to  provide  in  the  treaty  of  1783, 
for  the  pacification  of  the  indian  nations,  which  were 
to  be  included  within  the  proposed  boundary  of  the 
United  Stipes,  cannot  preclude  Great  Britain  from 
now  negotiating  in  behalf  of  such  tribes  or  nations, 
unless  it  be  assumed,  that  the  occasional  non  exeit- 
cise  of  a right  is  an  abandonment  of  it.  Nor  can  the 
j right  of  protection,  which  the  American  plenipoten- 
tiaries have  i dled  in  showing’  to  have  been  ever 
claimed  by  Great  Britain  as  incident  to  sovereignty, 
have  been  transferred^  Great  Britain  to  the  United 
Stales,  by  a treaty,  to  which  the  indian  nations 
were  not  parties. 

In  the  peace  of  1763,  it  was  not  necessary  for  G, 
Britain  to  treat  for  the  pacification  of  the  Indian 
nations,  and  the  maintenance  of  their  rights  and 
privileges,  because  there  had  been  no  Indian  nations 
living  without  the  British  boundaries,  who  bad  co- 
operated with  Great  Britain,  in  the  war  against 
France. 

With  respect  to  the  negociations  of  1761,  between. 
Great  Britain  and  France,  on  which  the  American 
plenipotentiaries  more  particularly  rely,  they  appear, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  undersigned,  to  have  much 
misunderstood  the  whole  course  of  that  negociation. 

It.  is  very  true  that  the  French  government 
brought  forward,  at  one  period  of  the  negociation, 
a proposition,  by  which  a certain  territory,  lying  be- 
tween tire  dominions  of  the  two  contracting  parties, 
was  to  have  been  allotted  to  the  Indian  nations.—* 
But.  it  does  not  appear  that  this  formed  a p;  rt  of 
their  ultimatum,  and  it  is  clear,  that  Mr.  Pitt  in 
his  answer,  did  not  object  to  tiie  proposition.  lie 
objected,  indeed,  to  the  proposed  line  of  demarca- 


then  made  to  preclude  France  from  negotiating  in  tion  between  the  countries  belonging  to  the  two 
behalf  of  certain  states  and  cities  in  Germany,  wire'  contracting  parties,  upon  the  two  grounds  : 1st, 
had  co-operated  with  her  in  the  war,  because  al- 
though those  states  and  cities  might  be  considered 
as  independent  for  certain  purposes,  yet  being  with- 
in the  boundary  of  the  German  empire,  they  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  to  become  parties  in  the  general 
pacification  with  the  emperor  of  Germany,  nor 
ought  France  to  be  permitted  in  that  negociation  to 
mix  their  rights  and  interests  with  her  own. 

The  American  plenipotentiaries,  probably  aware 
that  the  notion  of  such  a qualified  independence,  for 
certain  purposes,  and  not  for  others,  could  riot  be 
maintained,  either  by  argument  or  precedent,  have 
been  compelled  to  advance  the  novel  and  alarming 
pretension,  that  all  the  Indian  nations  living  wiihin 
Vie  boundary  of  the  United  States,  must  in  effect* 


that  the  proposed  northern  line  would  have  given 
to  France,  what  the  French  had  themselves  acknow- 
ledged to  be  part  of  Canada,  tire  whole  of  which, 
as  enjoyed  by  his  most  Christian  majesty,  it  had  been 
stipulated,  was  to  be  ceded  entirely  to  Great  Bri- 
tain: 2dly,  that  tire  southern  part  of  the  proposed 
line  of  demarcation  would  have  included  within 
the  boundary  of  Louisiana,  the  Cherokees,  the 
Creeks,  the  Chickasaws,  the  Choctaws,  and  another 
nation,  who  occupied  territories  which  had  never 
been  included  within  the  boundaries  of  that  settle- 
ment. So  far  was  Mr.  Pitt  from  rejecting,  as  alledg* 
ed  by  the  American  plenipotentiaries,  the  proposi- 
tion of  considering  Indian  nations  a barrier,  that  at 
one  period  of  the  negociation  Ire  complained  that 
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the  present  treaty,  to  hostilities  with  all  tiie  trib*£ 
or  nations  of  indoors  with  whom  he  may  he  at  war,  at 
the  time  of  such  ratification*  and.  forthwith  to  restore 
U>  sucli  tribes  or  nation*  respectively,  all  the  pos- 


titere  was  no  provision  for  such  a barrier  ; and  he  thu* 
energy ically  urges  his  objections,  m his  letter  to 
M . Stanley,  the  British  plenipotentiary  a nr  » 
dated  on  the  26th  June,  1761,  “ Vs  to  he  fixation 

of  new  limits  to  Canada  towards  the 
tious 

lengtlien°  the  boundariM  h>  tl,e|  tton,  nh»H«gree  desist  f.-om  v.n  hostilities  ngainrt 

w to  establish,  what  must  no  be  admitted,  name- 
ly, 


»r  nets  limits  to Csns.u  ^^pg0*  j^ji^eJdlenjnye^or  s^i^Vto^i^lV^twTouTto  such 

a?  to  StZtSSL  he  extent  of  C nJds,  .md  to  I host, tit.es:  provided  nlways,  th.t  such  tribes  or  ns- 


his  Britannic  majesty  and  his  subjects,  upon  thera- 


View  to  establish,  what  mus  no  - 1 . ' Vlmre-  tificadwn  o!  the  present  treatv  being  notified  to  such 

?>'•  'i',11 1*tl  "h,ch  18  Ca  c^ntri-rthe  tnbes  or  nat.ons,  and  shall  so  desist  accordmgto." 

bv  all  the  intermediate  nation*  and  countries,  me  » b j 


he  inter 

Xrwe  barrier  to  each  province,  would  be  given  up 
to  France.” 

confidently  expect,  that  the| 


The 


rned 


No.  VIII. 

From  the  American  to  the  liritish  commissioners. 

Ghknt,  October  Id,  1814. 


American  plenipotentiaries  will  not  again  reproat :i i.  The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
t!ie  British  government  with  acting  inconsistent  receipt  of  the  note  or  the  plenipotentiaries  of 

"'ith  its  former  practice  and  principles,  or  repent jjr;^.inn;c  majesty,  dated  on  tiie  8lh  instant. 

the  assertion  made  in  a former  note,  that  a dehiuLion  | g itisfied  of  the  impossibility  of  persuading  the 

of  Indian  bound* ty,  with  a v.ew  to  a neutral  ><>n  ier,  j woiqd  t|)e  government  of  the  United  States  was 


was  a new  and  unprecedented  demand  by  sny  Euro- 
pean power,  and  mo«t  of  all  b\  Great  Britaian  ; tive 
Very  instance  selected  by  the  American  plenipoten- 
tiaries, undeniably  proves  that  such  a proposition 
had  been  entertained  bothby  G.  Britain  and  France, 
and  that  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  part  of  Gre^t  Britain  had  | 
more  particularly  enforced  it. 


liabl"  to  any  well  founded  imputation  of  a spirit  of 
conquest  or  of  injustice  towards  qther  nations,  ihe 
unde:  signed,  in  affording  explanations  on  several  of 
the  t pics  adverted  to  by  theBri  is*  plenipotentiaries 
during  tins  negociatiom  were  ac’uated  by  the  sole 
motive  of  removing  erroneous  impressions. 

— - - , , a • i j Still  influenced  by  the  same  motive,  they  will  now 

It  remains  only  to  notice  two  objections  w‘ffca  j a dj  that  at  the  time  when  the  Spanish  minister  was 


the  American  plenipotentiaries  have  urged  against  i iem0iiStruting  at  Washington  against  the  transfer  of 
the  proposal  ot  Indian  pacification,  aovancec.  by  ie  i Louisiana,  orders  were  given  by  his  government  for 
tmdersigned  ; first,  that  it  is  not  reciprocal : second-  )tg  dedve,.y  lo  prance  ; that  ,t  W;ls>  fact,  delivered 
1y,  that  as  the  United  Slates  could  nave  no  secun  y H sjlort  ^ime  alder  that  remonstrance ; and  that  if  the 
that  the  Indian  "at ions  would  conclude  a peace  on  j treaty  by  which  > he  U.  States  acquired  it  had  not  been 
the  terms  proposed,  the  proposition  would  be  me  - j ratifieti,  would  have  become,  of  course,  a French  colo- 
feet  unilateral.  jny.  The  undersigned  believe  that  the  evidenee  of  tiie 

I lie  article  now  proposed  by  the  undersigned,  and  sssent  Gf  Spain  io  that  transfer  lias  been  promulgat- 
herewith  enclosed,  is  free  from  both  objections,  and  ed  They  neilher  admit  the  alleged  disability  of  the 
appears  to  them  so  characterized  by  a spirit  of  mo-  in isj,  monarch,  nor  the  inference  which  the  Bri* 
deration  and  peace,  dint  they  earnestly  anticipate  the;  lis^  plenipotentiaries  would  seem  to  deduce  from  it; 
concurrence  of  the  American  plenipotentiaries.  ^ ;0!1  t|ie  contrary,  tiie  assent  was  voluntarily  given  in 

• me 
prior  la 

. . .1 L again  engaged  in  war  with  her. 

tegent  to' direct  a renewal  of  the  proposition,  with  Jt ;.e  cession  by  France  was  immediately  comniuni* 


In  making  a last  effort  in  this  stage  of  the  war,  the  . the  year  1804,  by  the  same  king  who,  about  the  s. 
Undersigned  are  not  apprehensive  that  tiie  motives  j time(  ccdea  Trinidad  to  Great  Britain,  and  prio 
winch  h ive  influenced  his  royal  highness  the  prince ; die  time  when  hr  was  again  en paired  in  war  with  i 


its  present  modifications,  can  be  misunderstood  or 
misrepresented. 

Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  proposition 


cated  to  Great  Butain,  no  circui  .stance  affecting  it, 
and  then  within  the  knowledge  of  the  United  S ;tes, 
being  intentionally  concealed  from  her.  She  ex- 


thus  offered,  the  undersigned  deliver  it  as  their  uiti-  passed  her  satisfaction  with  it;  and  if  in  any  pos- 


jfnatuni,  and  now  .wait  with  anxiety  the  answer  of 
the  American  plenipotentiaries,  on  which  their  con- 
tinuance in  this  place  will  depend. 

Tne  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  this  oppor- 
tunity of  renewing  to  the  American  plenipotentia- 
ries, die  assurance  of  their  high  consideration. 

(Signed)  GAM  BI  Eft, 

HENRY  GOULBORN, 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 

SFo  the  ministers  plenipotentiary , 

and  extraordinary,  £fc  lie.  £fc. 

“ The  United  Stales  of  America  engage  to  put 
an  eua,  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the 
present  treaty,  to  hostilities  with  all  the  tribes  or 
nations  of  Indians  with  whom  they  may  be  at  war, 


sible  stale  of  the  case  she  would  have  had  a right  to 
question  the  transaction,  it  dues  not  appear  to  the 
undersigned  that  she  is  now  authorised  to  do  so. 

After  stat  ing,  generally,  that  the  proclamations  of 
generals  Hull  ana  Smyth  were  neither  authorized 
nor  approved  by  their  government,  the  undersigned 
could  n<  t have  expected  that  the  British  plenipoten- 
tiaries would  suppose  that  their  statement  did  not 
embrace  the  only  part  of  the  proclamations  which 
was  i subject  of  consideration. 

The  undersigned  had,  indeed,  hoped,  that,  by 
stating  in  -heir  mrte  of  lha  Qih  ultimo,  that  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  Stales,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  War,  hid  been  disposed  to  make  peace 
without  obtaining  any  cession  of  territory,  and  by 


at  the  time  of  such  ratification,  and  forthwith  to  re-  referring  to  their  knowledge  of  that  disposition,  and 
store  to  such  iribes  or  nations,  respectively,  all  the  to  instructions  accordingly  given  from  July,  1812, 
possessions,  rights  and  privileges,  which  they  may  to  January',  1814,  they  would  effectually  remove  the 


have  enjoyed  or  been  entitled  to  in  1811,  previous  to 
such  hostilities:  provided  always,  that  such  tribes 
or  nations  shall  agree  to  desist  from  all  hostilities 
against  the  United  States  of  America,  their  citizens 
and  subjects,  upon  the  ratification  of  the  present 
treaty  being  notified  to  such  tribes  or  nations,  and 
shall  so  desist  accordingly. 

“ And  his  Britannic  majesty  engages,  on  his  par:, 
to  put  an  eud  imm.ediu.teiy  alter  the  ratification  ot 


impression  that  the  annexation  of  Canada  to  the 
United  States  was  tiie  declared  object  of  their  go- 
vernment. Not  only  have  the  undersigned  been  dis- 
appointed hi  this  expectation,  hut  the  only  inference 
which  the  British  p leu ipoo  ntr. tries  have  thought 
proper  to  draw  from  this  explicit  statement,  nas 
been,  that  either  the  American  government,  by  not 
giving  instructions  subsequent  lo  the  pacification  of 
Europe,  or  the  imUersxgued,  by  not  actihg  under 
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such  instructions,  gave  no  proof  of  a sincere  desire 
to  bring  the  present  negoci,atioris  to  a favorable  con- 
clusion. The  undersigned  did  not  allude,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  alleged  intention  to  annex  Canada  to  the 
United  States,  to  any  instructions  giVen  by  their  go- 
vernment subsequently  to  January  last,  because, 
asking  at  this  time  for  no  accession  of  territory,  it 
Was  only  of  its  previous  disposition  that  it  appear- 
ed necessary  to  produce  any  proof.  So  erroneous  was 
the  inference  drawn  by  the  British  plenipotentiaries, 
in  both  respects,  that  it  was  in  virtue  of  the  instruc- 
tions of  June  last,  that  the  undersigned  were  ena- 
bled, in  their  note  of  the  24th  August,  to  state,  that 
the  causes  of  the  war  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  having  disappeared,  by  the  maritime 
pacification  of  Europe,  they  had  been  authorised  to 
agree  to  its  termination  upon  a mutual  restoration 
of  territory,  and  without  making  the  conclusion  of 
peace  to  depend  on  a successful  arrangement  of 
those  points  on  which  differences  had  existed. 

Considering  the  present  state  of  the  negotiation, 
the  undersigned  wilt  abstain,  at  this  time  from  ad- 
ducing any  evidence  or  remarks  upon  the  influence 
which  lias  been  exerted  over  the  Indian  tribes  inha 
biting  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
nature  of  those  excitements  which  had  been  employ- 
ed by  British  traders  and  agents. 

The  arguments  and  facts  already  brought  forward 
by  the  undersigned, -respecting  the  political  condi- 
tion of  those  tribes,  render  it  unnecessary  for  them 
to  make  many  observations  on  those  of  the  British 
plenipotentiaries  on  that  subject.  The  treaties  of 
1763  *nd  1783,  were  those  principally  alluded  to  by 
the  undersigned,  to  illustrate  the  practice  of  Great 
Britain.  She  did  not  admit  in  the  first,  nor  require 
in  the  last,  any  stipulations  respecting  the  Indians 
who,  in  one  case,  had  been  her  enemies,  and,  in  the 
other,  her  allies,  and  who,  in  both  instances,  fell  by 
the  peace  within  the  dominions  of  that  power  against 
whom  they  had  been  engaged  in  the  preceding  war. 

Tiie  negotiation  of  1761  was  quoted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proving,  what  appears  to  be  fully  establish- 
ed by  the  answer  of  England  to  the  ultimatum  of 
France  delivered  on  the  first  of  Sept,  of  that  year, 
that  his  Britannic  majesty  would  not  renounce  his 
* right  of  protection  over  the  Indian  nations  reputed 
to  be  within  his  dominions,  that  is  to  say,  between 
the  British  settlements  and  the  Mississippi.  Mr. 
Pitt’s  letter,  cited  by  the  British  plenipotentiaries, 
fhr  from  contradicting  that  position,  goes  still  fur- 
ther. It  states  that  “the  fixation  of  the  new  limits 
to  Canada,  as  proposed  by  France,  is  intended  to 
shorten  the  ext  ent  of  Canada,  which  was  to  be  ceded 
to  England,  and  to  lengthen  the  boundaries  of  Lou- 
siana,  which  France  was  to  keep,  and  in  the  view 
to  establish  whatjmust  not  be  admitted,  namely,  that 
all  which  is  not  Canada  is  Louisiana,  whereby  all  the 
intermediate  nations  and  countries,  the  true  barrier 
to  each  province,  would  be  givgn  up  to  France.” 
Tliis  is  precisely  the  principle  uniformly  supported 
by  the  undersigned,  to  wit:  that  the  recognition  of  a 
boundary  gives  up  to  the  nation,  in  whose  behalf  it 
is  made,  all  the  Indian  tribes  and  countries  within 
that  boundary.  It  Was  on  this  principle  that  the 
undersigned  haye  confidently  relied  oh  the  treaty  of 
1783,  what  fixes' and  recognizes  the  boundary  of  the 
U.  States,  without  making  any  reservation  respect- 
ing Indian  tribes.  * 

But  the  British  plenipotentiaries,  unable  to  pro- 
duce a solitary  precedent  of  one  European  power 
treating  for  the  savages  inhabiting  within  the  do- 
minions of  another,  have  been  compelled,  in  support 
of  thei^m  inciple,  to  refer  to  the  German  empire,  n 
body  cbfsisting  of  several  independent  states,  re- 1 


cognized  as  such  by  the  whole  world,  and  seperately 
maintaining  with  foreign  powers  the  relations  be- 
longing’ to  such  a condition.  Can  it  be  necessary  to 
prove  that  there  is  no  sort  of  analogy  between  the 
political  situation  of  these  civilized  communities, 
and  that  of  of  the  tvan dering  tribes  of  North  Ame- 
rican savages? 

In  referring  to  what  the  British  plenipotentiaries 
represent  as  alarming  and  novel  pretensions,  what 
Cr.  Britain  can  never  recognize,  the  undersigned 
might  complain  that  these  alledged  pretensions 
have  not  been  stated*  either  in  terms  Or  in  substance* 
as  expressed  by  themselves.  This,  however,  is  the 
less  material,  as  any  further  recognition  of  them  by 
urreat  Britain  is  not  necessary  nor  Required.  On  the 
other  hand,  they  can  never  admit  nor  recognize  the 
principles  or  pretensions  asserted  in  the  course  of 
this  correspondence  by  the  British  plenipotentiaries, 
and  which,  to  them,  appear  novel  and  alarming. 

The  article  proposed  by  the  British  plefiipotentia-' 
ries,  in  their  last  note,  not  including  the  Indian 
tribes  as  parties  in  the  peace,  and  leaving  the  United 
States  free  to  effect  its  object  in  the  mode  consonant 
with. the  relations  which  they  have  constantly  main- 
tained with  those  tribes,  partaking  also  of  the  na- 
ture of  an  amnesty,  and  being  at  the  same  time  re- 
ciprocal, is  not  liable  to  that  objection  ; and  accords 
with  the  views  uniformly  professed  by  the  under- 
signed, of  placing  these  tribes  precisely,  and  in 
every  respect,  in  the  same  situation  as  that  in  which 
they  stood  before  the  commencement  of  hostilities. 
This  article,  thus  proposing  only  what  the  under- 
signed have  so  often  assured  the  British  plenipoten- 
tiaries would  necessarily  follow,  if  indeed  it  has  not 
already,  as  is  highly  probable,  preceded  a peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  The 
undersigned  agree  to  admit  it,  in  substance,'  as  a 
provisional  article,  subject,  in  the  manner  original- 
ly proposed  by  the  British  government,  to  the  ap- 
probation or  rejection  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  which,  having  given  no  instructions* 
to  the  undersigned  on  this  point,  cannot  be  bound 
Dy  any  article  they  may  admit  on  the  subject. 

It  will,  of  course,  be  understood,  that  if,  unhap- 
pily, peace  should  not  be  the  result  of  the  present 
negociation,  the  article  thus  conditionally  agreed  tc* 
shall  be  of  no  effect,  and  shall  not,  in  any  future 
negociation,  be  brought  forward  by  either  party,  by 
way  of  argument  or  precedent. 

This  article  having  been  presented  as  an  aindispenf- 
sible  preliminary,  and  being  now  accepted,  the  un- 
dersigned request  the  British  plenipotentiaries  to 
communicate  to  them-  the  project  of  a treaty  em- 
bracing all  the  points  de&med  material  by  Great 
Britain  ; the  undersigned  engaging  on  their  part  to 
deliver  immediately  after  a counter  project  with 
respect  to  all  the  articles  to  which  they  may  not 
agree,  and  on  the  subjects  deemed  material  by  the 
United  Slates,  and,  which  may  be  omitted  in  the 
British  project. 

(Signed)  J.  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

JAMES  A.  BAYARD, 
IIENRY  CLAY, 

JON  A.  RUSSELL, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

__  No.  IX. 

FHOJI  THE  BRITISH  TO  THE  AMERICAN  MINISTERS.- 
. . ,,  Ghent,  October  \ l,  1814. 

ine  undersigned  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  note  of 
the  American  plenipotentiaries  of  the  13Ui  inst.  communicating 
their  acceptance  of  the  article'  w hich  the  undersigned  had  proposed 
on  the  subject  of  the  pacification  and  rights  of  the  Indian  na- 
tions. 

The  undersigned  are  happy  in  being  thus  relieved  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  recurring  (o  several  topics,  which  though  they  arose 
in  the  course  of  their  discussions,  have  only  an  incidental  contiee-' 
Uon  with  the  difference  remaining  to  be  adjusted  between  the  iw<r 
eminent  si  - - ■ ■ •- 
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braced  in  t he  last  note  of  the  British  plenipotentiaries,  to  which 
tiie  undersigned  have  thought  it  necessary  to  advert  at  the  present 


With  a view  to  this  adjustment  the  und'-rsigned  prefen ing  in 
l!te  present  state  of  the  negotiation  a general  vtatrmwnt  ot  t >-  1 


snal  arrangeiiient  of  articles,  are  willing  so  far  to  comply  • 

request  *f  the  American  pl  mipofentiaries  contained  in  tnei 
note,  as  to  wave  the  advantages  to  which  they  think  they  c 

i r ..  fip.t  oroieat  oi  a 


mac,  oj  tiic  iv/  J . t' 

fairly  emitled,  of  requiring  from  them  the  first  project 

The  undersigned  having  stated  at  the  first  conference  the  point  s 
upon  which  his  majesty’s  government  considered  the  discussions 
between  the  two  countries  as  likely  to  turn,  cannot  better  satisiy 
the  request  of  the  American  plenipotentiaries  than  by  referring 
them  to  that  conference  for  a statement  of  the  points  which,  in  tae 
opinion  of  iiit  majesty's  government  yet  remains  to  he  adjuston.  j 


1 he  undersigned  renew  to  the  British  plenipotentiaries  the  in- 
surance of  their  high  consideration. 

(Signed)  JOHN'  QUINCY  ADVM$, 

JAMES  A.  BAYARD, 
HENRY  CLAY, 
JONATHAN  RUSSELL,” 

„ . a-  Gallatin. 

lo  tit/'  plenipotentiaries  ef  Us  Britannic 
Majesty,  &c.  &c.  &c.  Ghent. 

opinion  of hi*  majesty's  government  yet  remains  to  he  nupmou.  i True  Copy. 

With  respect  to  the  forcible  seizure  of  mariners  f rom  on  noar<i  c.  Hughes,  jr.  secretary  American  mission  extraordinary . 
merchant  vessels  on  the  high  sens,  and  the  right  of  die  king  ot  G.  ^ No.  XI. 

Britain  to  the  allegiance  of  all  bis  subjects,  and  with  respect  to  tne 

maritime  rights  of  the  British  empire,  the  undersigned  conceive 
that  after  the  pretensions  asserted  by  the  government  of  the  I 
States,  a more  satisfactory  proof  of  the  conciliatory  spirit  ot  lus 

an  not  requiring  any  sti- 

tliose  subjects,  which  tho’  mOrt  important  in  themselves  j 
no  longer  in  consequence  of  tire  maritime  pacification  of  Europe 
produce  the  same  practiy*!  results. 

On  the  subject  of  the  fisheries  the  undersigned  expressed  1v,lu 
so  much  frankness  at  tiie  conference  alrixHly  referred  to,  the  view-, 
of  their  government,  that  they  consider  any  further  observations 
on  that  topic  as  unnecessary  at  the  present  time.  _ 

On  the  question  of  tiie  boundary  between  the  dominions  of  Ins 
majesty  and  those  of  the  United  States,  the  undersigned  ate  led  to 
expect1  from  the  .discussion  which  this  subject  has  already  under- 
gone, that  the  N.  W.  boundary’  from  the  lake  of  the  Woods  to  the 
Mississippi,  the  intended  arrangement  of  1303,  will  be  admitted 
without  ubjectior 


C opy  of a letter  from  our  comm  issioners  to  the  secretary  ofstat , dated. 

GaL.iT,  31st  Oct.  J414. 

....  . ...  ....  Sir— Tiie  detention  of  the  Chauueey  at  Ostend,  enables  us  to 

u«,  a more  satisfactory  proof  o.  the  c“,*c!',art(0^.- .i1/.”  L,v  st  - ®r,,(1  ?»"  enclosed  note  from  the  British  plenipotentiaries, 
majesty  s government  cannot  be  given  than  not  requiting  any  su  | w))jc>)|  wt  ()ave  • ^ re„tjyej  11  * 

puiation  on  those  subjects,  which  tho’ m 6st  important  in  themselves  j Wfc  h>ye  ^ w bfi  w;th  perfect  rcspect  your  obtxrient 

| servants. 

(Signed)  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

J.  A.  BAYARD, 

H.  CLAY. 

JON  A.  RUSSELL, 
ALBERT  GALL ATlNi 
To  the  hon.  James'  Muhroe,  secretary  of  state. 

NO.  XII.  ' ,1 

FROM  TIIE  BRITISH  TO  T!I<  AMERICAN  MINISTERS, 

Client , 31s£  October,  1814. 
The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 


shew  by  their  ready  acceptance  of  this  basis,  that  they  duly  appre 
ciate  tiie  moderation  of  his  majesty’s  government  in  so  far  con* 
stilting  the  honor  and  lair  pretensions  of  the  United  States  as  m the 
relative  situation  of  the  two  countries,  to  authorise  such  a propo- 
sition. 

The  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  renew 
to  tiie  American  pi  euipoteutiarics,  the  assurance  of  their  high  con- 
sideration. 

(Signed)  GAMBIER, 

HENRY GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 

True  Copy. 

C.  Hughes,  jr.  Secretary  of  Legation. 

FROM  THE  AMERICAN  TO  THE  BRITISH  MINISTERS. 

Ghe nt  October  % 4,  1814, 


requested  tiie  undersigned  to  communicate  to  tWm  the  project  of 
a treaty  embracing  nil  the  points  insisted  on  by  Great-Britain, 
engaging  on  iht,ir  part  to  deliver  i'li mediately  after  a centra  pro- 
ject as  to  all  the  articles  to  which  they  might  not  agree,  and  as  to 
a!i  the  subjects  deemed  material  bv  the  United  States,  and  omit- 
ted in  the  project  of  the  undersigned. 

The  uii'lii’signed  were  accordingly  instructed  to  wave  the  ques- 
tion of  etiquette  and  the  advantage  which  plight  result  Iron* 
receiving  the  first  comm  uni  cat  iou.  and,  confiding  in  the  engage- 
ment of  the  Amerieaif  plenipotentiaries,  comipumcated  in  their 
notes  of  the  21st  inst.  all  the  points  upon  which  they  arc  instructed 
to  insist. 

The  American  plenipotentiaries  have  objected  to  one  essential 
part  of  the  project  thus  Communicated;  but  before  the  tmd resigned 
can  enter  into  the  discussion  on  this  objection,  they  must  require 
. from  the  American  plenipotentiaries  that,  pursuant  to  their  cn- 


the  note  of  tiie  British  nienipofefttiarics  otihe  '1st  inst, 

Amongst  the  general  observations  which  the  undersigned,  in 
their  note  of  the  24th  August,  made  on  the  propositions  then 
brought  forward  on  the  part  of  the  British  government,  they  re- 


* , i ; . , | . . * : * lie  ui . air-  uuiajiiscu  v.t/  stair  vouiiviiy^  i 

niarke.d  that  those  propositions  were  founded  neither  on  the  bans  artit.p.  as  t0  tv  pacification  and  rights  of  the  Indian  nation 
of  uti  ("jssideti ,r,-nor  o.i  that  of  status  ante  helium.  But  s<v  far  j heeu  aoeepted,  tlievhave  brought Torwanl  in  thtar  irate  of 
were  they  from  suggesting  tile  uti  possidetis  as  the  basis  on  which  , im,  .all  the  propositions  tlievhave  to  offer.  They  have  m 

tlWV  Wtft*  (lisl)O^(l  to  tre^t,  tllftt  itl  the  llotc  tU£>  tXOltSSh  I t<»  diuL  o INI  MtliM*  Qlinniqiinnu  /m  u ftirli 


I he  tindersignec.  have  the  honor  to  ac&iiowieds^ rLt<r,ilt  j gagement,  tliey  will  deliver  a comre  project  eontaming  all  their 

objections  to  the  points  submitted  by  the  undersigned,  togetlier 
with  a statement  of  such  further  points  as  the  government  of  the 
United  States  consider  to  be  material. 

The  undersigned  are  authorised  to  state  distinctly,  that  the 

s having 
' the  2 1st 

- . . . , mn.ui  im:  propositions  they  tiave  to  otter.  Tliiy  have  no  farther 

were  disposed  to  treat,  that  m the  same  note  they  express  y ) H-murssls  to  make,  no  other  stipulations  on  which  tliey  are  in- 
stated that  they  had  been  instructed  to  conclude  a peace  untie  | stnictcj  to  insist,  and  they  are  empowered  to  sign  a treaty  ot* 

principles  of  both  parties  restoring  iv.iateier  territory  they  nug.it , peacc  forthwith  in  couforiuity  witli  those  stated  in  their  former 
— - * — ’ ■ declared  in  that  note,  that  they  I ,intei 

ust  therefore  that  the  American  p’enipotert- 
hesitate  to  bring  forward  in  the  form  <»f 
as  they  may  prefer,  those  specific  proposj  - 

- >. : . , . . . 1 1 inns  upon  w/ucii  they  are  empowered  to  sign  a treaty  of  peace 

fnencc.uent  of  flic  uegociation,  gave  no  claim  to  his  Britannic  ma- 1 j,etwa.n  t]j . two  countries 

jesty  to  cession  ofterritory  founded  upon  the  right  of  conquest,  th.-y  | The  uni1t:rsigned  avail  themselves  of  the  present  opport  unify  to 
added  that  even  if  the  elites  of  war  should  give  to  the  BniisU  | rem.w  to  t!ie  pleuipotmuiaries  of  the  United  States  the  assurance 

arms  momentary  (mssessmn  of  other  purls  ot  the  territory  ot  toe  j ^ jjj^i,  consideration. 

’ * ""‘U  ’ ( Signed) 


i’e  taken.  1‘he  undersigned  also 


, United  States  such  events  would  not  alter  their  views,  with  regard 
to  the  ter  ns  of  peace  to  which  they  would  give  their  consent. 

The  urwl’Tsigned  can  now'bnlv  repeat  those  declarations  and  d«- 
cli  nc  treating  upon  the  basis  of  uh  possidetis,  or  upon  any  other 
principle  involving  a cession  of  any  |>artof  the  territory  of  the  U. 
States.  As  they  have  uniformly  stated,  they  can  tixat  only  upon 
the  principle  ot Mutual  restoration  of  whatever  territory  may  have 
been  taken  by  either  party.  From  this  principle  they  cannot  re- 
cede, and  the  undersigned  after  the  repeated  declarations  of  the 
British  plenipotentiaries,  that  Great  Britain  liad  no  view  to  ac- 
quisition of  territory,  in  this  negotiation, deem  it  necessary  to  add, 
that  the  utility  of  its  continuance  depends  on  their  adhereuco  to 
this  principle. 

The  undersigned  having  declared  in  their  note  *f  21st  of  Aug. 
tliataliho’  instructed  and  prepared  to  enter  into  an  amicable  die 
eussion  of  all  the  points, on  which  differences  or  uncertainty  had 
existed,  and  which  might  hereafter  tend  to  interrupt  the  harmony 
of  the  two  countries,  they  would  not  make  the  conclusion  of  the 
peace  at  *all  depend  upon  a successful  result  of  the  discussion,  and 
having  since  agreed  to  the  preliminary  article  proposed  by  the 
British  government,  had  believed  that  the  negociatioti  already  so  MI 
long  protracted, could  not  be  brought  to  an  early  conclusion,  other-  - - 
wise  than  by  tiie  communication  of  a project  embracing  all  the 
other  specific  propositions  which  Great  Britain  intended  to  offer. 
They  repeat  their  request  in  that  respect,  and  will  have  no  objec- 
tion to  a simultaneous  exchange  of  tiie  projects  of  both  purpes. 
i kis  course  ttill.jiri.ig  filkviy  into  d«ci|isipn  the  other  topics  e u- 


M I'NutY  GOULBOURSV 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 

True  copv. 

C.  HUGHES,  Secretary  Anericak  lnissiam 


Head  Qi 

Detroit , jV(jveu:iep<\  13,  18 14. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

The  commanding  geueritl  congratulates  the  g:d- 
lainvolun leers  under  his  comntauil,  upon  their  s,. fi 
return  and  the  fortunate  issue  of  th?  expedition,  lie 
acknowledges  with  eqtial  pride  and  pleasure  tVs 
meritorious  conduct  of  the  troops,  so  conspicuously 
iisplttycd  in  their  patriotism  in  t|ie  first  instance, 
in  their  patience  under  every  difficulty,  and  in  the 
enthusiasm  which  pervaded  ail  ranks  when  they  ex-, 
peeled  to  meet  the  enemy. 
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Circumstances  beyond  military  controul,  and  in 
their  nature  calculated  to  reflect  on  the  fidelity  of 
the  citizens,  on  both  sides  of  this  river,  rendered  a 
movement  around  iake  St.  Clair  absolutely  necessary 
to  the  success  of  the  expedition.  This  necessity 
exposed  the  troops  to  many  difficulties  and  hard- 
ships, in  wading  frequently  along  the  shores  of  the 
lake;  in  the  passage  of  several  deep  and  rapid  rivers, 
sometimes  without  boats,  and  on  all  occasions  en- 
countering swamps. — They  have  the  consolation, 
however,  to  know  that  they  have  performed  a route 
of  more  than  four  hundred  miles,  one  hundred  and 
eighty  of  which  is  a wilderness  and  a considerable 
part  of  that  distance  too  without  any  road.  The  de- 
tachment consisting  of  not  more  than  seven  himdred 
and  twenty  effectives,  penetrated  two  hundred  miles 
into  the  enemy’s  territory;  destroyed  upwards  of  two 
hundred  stand  of  arms,  defeated  and  dispersed  four 
or  five  hundred  of  their  militia,  encamped  in  a strong 
position,  with  a loss  on  their  part  in  the  skirmishes 
of  the  6th  inst.  at  Grand  riv^r,  and  Malcolm’s  mills, 
of  one  captain  and  seventeen  privates  killed,  and 
nine  privates  wounded,  and  three  captains,  five  sub- 
alterns and  hne  hundred  and  three  privates  made 
prisoners  during  the  action  and  on  the  retreat, 
whilst,  our  loss  was  only  one  killed  and  six  wounded. 
}65  militia  were  paroled. 

As  the  best  evidence  of  the  secrecy  and  rapidity 
of  the  expedition,  the  detachment  was  enabled,  in 
despite  of  treason  and  stratagem,  to  enter  the  town 
of  Oxford,  149  miles  in  the  enemy’s  country,  before 
the  inhabitants  were  apprized  that  a force  was  ap- 
proaching. The  resources  of  the  enemy  have  been 
essentially  affected  by  the  fact,  that  the  detachment 
subsisted  entirely  upon  them;  this  circumstance, 
together  with  the'  destruction  of  the  five  valuable 
mills  in  the  vicinity  of  Grand  river,  which  were  em- 
ployed in  the  support  of  the  army  in  the  peninsula, 
will  present  objections  to  any  attempts  during  the 
winter  against  this  place.— These  important  objects 
have  been  effected,  and  the  detachment  has  return- 
ed in  complete  safety,  with  the  exception  of  one 
killed. 

The  health  of  the  troops  was  also  unexampled  ; 
and  the  unexpected  rise  on  Grand  river  alone  pre- 
vented a visit  to  Burlington  Heights,  the  head  quar- 
ters of  the  province,  distance  only  25  miles. 

The  ardor  and  firmness  manifested  by  the  troops 
whenever  they  expected  to  meet  the  enemy,  was 
not  more  conspicuous  than  the  cheerfulness  with 
which  they  obeyed  orders,  whilst  the  difficulties 
they  encountered  can  only  be  known  to  those  who 
participated  in  them.  In  representing  the  merits 
of  the  gallant  corps,  and  the  assistance  afforded  by 
each  in  their  respective  stations,  particular  credit 
is  due  to  that  zealous  and  intelligent  officer  major 
Dudley,  and  his  staff,  especially  to  the  activity  of 
adjutant  Berry  : the  good  conduct  of  Capts.  Simp- 
son, Moore,  M’Clenny  and  Lancaster;  lieutenants 
Cardweti  and  M’Clain  ; ensigns  Clarke  and  Whita- 
ker, sergeants  Fry  and  Sopes,  ail  of  the  Kentucky 
battalion.  Particular  notice  is  also  due  to  the  ac- 
tivity of  adjutant  Wood  and  Dr.  Chapez,  of  the 
Ohio  battalion  ; and  to  captain  Murray  of  the  Ohio 
cavalry,  captain  Campbell  and  lieutenant  Ellis  of 
the  Ohio  battalion.  The  general  regrets  that  cap- 
tain Dewitt  of  that  corps,  in  the  skirmish  at  Mal- 
colm’s mill,  did  not  animate  his  command  by  his  ex- 
ample ; and  that  quarter  master  Crouch  of  the 
Kentucky  battalion  possessed  no  other  qualification 
than  zeal. 

The  exertions  of  quarter-master  Conner  were  du- 
ly appreciated  by  the  detachment  previously  to  its 
passage  of  the  riv«r  St.  Clair,  and  upon  his  return* 


to  this  place,  that  department  was  afterwards  well 
! conducted  by  quarter  master  Rred.  l)r.  Turner,  of 
the  irth  infantry,  rendered  many  important  services, 
and  much  is  due  to  the  activity,  zeal  and  intelligence 
; displayed  by  captain  Bradford,  of  the  19  th  in  henry, 
brigade  major,  already  distinguished  for  liis  gallan- 
try in  the  north,  as  well  as  the  south.  Lieutenant 
Rvaburn  and  serjeant  Martin,  of  the  U.  3.  rangers, 
supported  the  character  which  that  corps  has 
established  for  bravery  and  unit  /prize.  The  honora- 
ble department  of  the  indian  chiefs,  Lewis,  Wolfe, 
and  John,  and  interpreter  Anthony  Shane,  was 
truly  animating  to  all  the  troops. 

The  mounted  troops  will  be  mustered  with  all 
practicable  dispatch,  discharged  and  return  to  the 
interior  by  companies. 

The  commanding  general  returns  his  most  un- 
feigned thanks  to  the  volunteers  under  his  command, 
and  in  taking  leave  of  troops,  so  much  deserving 
his  confidence,  begs  them  to  be  assured  that  he  will 
never  cease  to  cherish  a lively  recollection  of  their 
services,  with  a hope  that  they  may  return  in  safety 
to  their  respective  homes,  to  enjoy  the  society  of 
their  families,  and  the  iust  gratitude  of  their  coun- 
try. By  command,  C.  S.  TODD,  act.  r,dj.  gen. 

Gl^From;  Ghent. — The  despatches  from  our  min- 
isters  at  Ghent,  (which  we  have  the  pleasure  to  lay 
before  our  readers  in  regular  order,)  have  delighted 
and  disgusted  all  that  we  have  heard  speak  of  them. 
There  is  a dignified  firmness  and  manly  moderat  ion, 
with  a power  of  argument  and  force  of  reasoning, 
in  the  notes  of  our  ministers  that  excites  an  honest 
pride  in  the  mind  of  every  American,  as  tending  to 
elevate  the  character  of  the  republic  in  the  eyes  of 
an  impartial  world,  while  he  is  disgusted  with  the 
tergiversation  and  pettifogging  manner  of  their  fee- 
ble opponents,  the  whole  British  cabinet.*  It  was 
well  observed  in  one  of  Our  papers,  a few  days  ago, 
that  our  ministers  had  as  well  supported  the  honor 
of  their  country  at  Ghent , as  our  tars  had  done  \t 
on  the  sea  and  lakes,  or  (it  might  have  been  added) 
our  soldiery  by  the  bayonet,  contending  with  “Wel- 
lington’s invincibles.” 

What  is  the  probable  result,  of  this  negociation  isi 
hard  to  suppose.  The  question  of  a speedy  peace, 
we  rather  apprehend  depends  on  the  prospect  of 
things  in  Europe,  and  the  turn  of  events  in  the  con- 
gress at  Vienna.  In  case  peace  should  not  he  made, 
this  fact  will  be  apparent  to  everyone,  thnthe  war 
on  our  part,  if  offensive  in  its  outset,  will  be  purely 
defensive  in  its  future  progress  and  termination. — 
With  the  general  pacification  of  Europe  the  chief 
causes  for  which  we  went  to  war  with  Great  Britain 
have,  from  the  nature  of  things,  ceased  to  effect  us  ; 
it  is  not  for  us  to  quarrel  for  forms — Britain  may 
pretend  to  any  “right”  she  pleases ; provided  she 
does  not  exercise  il,  to  our  injury 

We  think  the  general  opinion  seems  to  be — that 
a peace  will  be  made — the  affairs  on  Champlain,  at 
Piattsburg,  Erie,  Baltimore,  &c.  are  powerful  ne- 
gotiators against  “subjugation”  and  “unconditional 
submission.” 


We  would  have  been  glad  to  have  left  out  of  the 
first  sheet  that  issues  tins  day,  many  idlings  we  had 
in  type  and  therein  inserted,  if  we  had  contempla- 
ted the  length  of  the  papers  from  Ghent.  As  it  is, 
many  things  must  lie  over. 

(Tj’Tbe  quantity  of  matter,  on  hand,  that  we  could 
wish  to  publish  at  once,  is  competent  to  occupy  five 
or  six  sheets; 

* It  is  a fact  that  every  note  from  our  commission" 
ers  was  submitted  to  the  Jiritish  cabinet;  which* 
without  doubt,  prepared  the  answer. 
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The  Investigation. 

REPORT. 

The  committee  charged  with  an  enquiry  so  intimhte- 
iy  concerning  the  character  of  administration,  the 
sensibility  of  the  nation,  and  the  honor  of  its  arms, 
as  the  causes  of  the  success  of  the  enemy  in  his 
recent  enterprises  against  this  metropolis,  &c.have 
endeavored  to  combine  despatch  with  effect,  in 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  collected  the  facts 
and  views  presented  in  the  following  statement : 
Proceedings  of  the  Cabinet  of  7 lb  June,  1314. 
Previous  to  the  2d  of  Juh  this  city  composed  a 
part  of  military  district  No.  5.  Early  in  June  last, 
the  secretary  of  war  furnished  the  president,  at  his 
request,  with  a general  report  of  the  strength  of 
the  regular  troops  and  militia  then  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  their  distribution  ; which 
was  submitted  to  the  heads  of  departments  by  the 
president  on  the  7th  June.  The  secretary  of  the 
navy  had  furnished  the  president  with  a similar  es- 
timate of  our  naval  forces  : that  which  was  applica- 
ble to  the  limits  of  military  district  No.  10,  will 
hereafter  appear,  lly  a reference  to  the  estimate  of 
the  land  forces  it  appears,  that  the  aggregate  num- 
ber of  land  troops  stationed  in  district  No.  5,  on 
the  7th  of  June,  amounted  to  2,208,  of  which  there 
Were  2,154  effectives,  stationed  as  follows  : at  Nor- 
folk, 224  artillerists  : the  20th,  35th  arid  1st  batta- 
lion of  the  38th  regiment  of  infantry,  amountingto 
912  . at  Baltimore,  111  artillerists  : 2d  battalion  of 
the  38lh  infantry,  amounting  to  316;  sea  fencibles 
173:  at  Annapolis,  40  artillerists:  at  fort  Wash- 
ington, 82  ditto  ; St.  Mary’s,  36th  regiment  of  infan- 
try, 350. — The  meeting  of  the  cabinet  on  the  7th, 
and  the  estimates  of  land  and  naval  forces,  had  no 
particular  relation  to  the  defence  of  any  part  of  mi- 
litary district  No.  5 ; bat  for  measures  generally, 
and  particularly  in  regard  to  the  campaign  on  our 
territorial  frontiers  in  the  north  and  north-west. — 
Nor  does  it  appear  that  this  city  had  excited  more 
than  ordinary  attention  at  this  time. 

Proceedings  of  the  cabinet  the  Is/  of  July , 

But  soon  after,  certain  intelligence  being  receiv- 
ed of  the  complete  success  of  the  allies  in  the  sub- 
jugation of  France,  the  president  believed  t>**«t  the 
enemy  had  the  inclination  and  the  power  to  increase 
his  military  and  naval  force  against  the  United 
States ; and  in  that  event  he  believed  a variety  ot 
considerations  would  present  this  city  as  one  of  the 
prominent  objects  of  attack.  On  the  26  of  June, 
despatches  were  received  from  Mr.  Gallatin  and 
Air.  Bayard,  confirming  the  views  of  the  president, 
which  induced  him  to  convene  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments on  the  first  of  July;  at  which  time  he  pre- 
'Sented  a plan  of  a force  immediately  to  be  called 
into  the  field,  and  an  additional  force  to  be  kept  in 
readiness  to  march  without  delay  in  case  of  neces- 
sity. It  seemed  to  be  his  object  that  some  position 
should  be  taken  between  the  Eastern  branch  and 
Patuxent  with  two  or  three  thousand  men,  and  that 
an  additional  force  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand  militia 
and  volunteers  should  be  held  in  readiness  in  the 
neighboring  states,  including  the  militia  of  the  dis- 
trict ot  Columbia,  and  that  convenient  depots  of 
arms  and  military  equipments  should  be  establish- 
ed. The  measures  suggested  were  approved  bv 
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the  heads  of  departments  ; or,  in  other  words,  it 
does  not  appear  that  any  dissent  was  expressed. 

Correspondence  of  the  secretary  of  -war  and 
general  JT  indcr. 

The  next  day,  July  the  2,  by  a general  order  of 
the  war  department,  the  lOih  military  district  was 
created,  to  embrace  the  state  of  Maryland,  the  dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  that  part  of  Virginia  lying* 
between  the  Rappahannoc  and  the  Potomac,  under 
the  Command  of  brig.  gen.  Winder,  who  being  dien 
in  B.d' iinore  was  advised  of  the  fact  by  a letter 
from  the  secretary  of  war  of  the  same  date.  On 
the  4th  of  July  a requisition  was  made  on  certain 
states  for  a corps  ot  93,500  men,  designating  the 
quota  of  each,  with  a request  to  the  executive  of 
each  state  io  detach  and  hold  in  readiness  for  im- 
mediate service  their  respective  detachments,  re- 
commending the  expediency  of  fixing  the  places  of 
rendezvous  with  a due  regard  to  points,  the  impor- 
tance or  exposure  of  which  would  most  likely  at- 
tract views  of  the  enemy.  Of  that  requisition,  2000 
effectives  frotn  the  quota  of  Virginia ; 5000  from 
that  of  Pennsylvania;  6000,  the  whole  quota  of 
Maryland,  and  200U,  the  estimated  number  of  the 
militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  were  , ut  at  the 
disposition  of  the  commanding  general,  as  hereaf- 
ter appears,  making  the  aggregate  number  of  15,000, 
exclusive  of  the  regular  troops,  viz.  the  36th  regi., 
one  battalion  of  the  38th,  two  troops  of  dragoons, 
two  companies  of  the  10th  infantry,  one  company 
*f  the  12th,  and  two  companies  of  sea  fencibles, 
supposed  to  amount  to  1000  men,  besides  the  artil- 
lery composing  the  garrisons  of  forts  M’Henry  and 
W ashington. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  general  Winder  in  a letter  to 
the  secretary  of  war,  on  the  subject  of  the  duties 
which  devolved  upon  him  as  commander  of  the  10th 
military  district,  a previous  conversation  is  alluded 
to  as  having  taken  place  between  them,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  request  of  the  secretary,  in  his  letter 
of  the  2d  of  July.  General  Winder  appears  to  have 
unders  ood  tiie  intention  of  the  secretary  of  war  to 
be,  that  the  militia  force  proposed  for  the  10th  mi- 
litary distaict  should  be  drafted  and  designated*  but 
that  no  part  of  it  should  be  called  into  the  field  un- 
til the  hostile  squadron  in  the  Chesapeake  should 
be  reinforced  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  it  pro- 
bable hat  a serious  attack  was  contemplated  ; states 
the  difficulty  of  collecting  a force  in  an  emergency, 
sufficient  to  retard  the  advance  of  the  enemy  ; and 
suggests  the  expendiency  of  calling  nut  four  thou- 
sand of  the  militia,  with  a view  to  station  them  in 
equal  proportions  between  South  River  and  Wash- 
ington, and  in  the  vicinity  of  Baltimore. 

On  the  12th  day  of  July  the  secretary  of  war,  in 
a letter  to  general  Winder,  encloses  a circular  ad- 
dressed to  the  governors  of  certain  states,  requiring 
a body  of  militia  to  be  organized,  cquipt,  and  held 
in  readiness  for  future  service,  and  authorises  him, 
m case  of  actual  or  menaced  invasion  of  the  dis- 
trict under  his  command,  to  call  for  a part  or  the 
whole  of  the  quota  assigned  to  the  state  of  Mary- 
land; and  in  another  of  the  17th  of  July,  the  secre- 
tary authorises  general  Winder  to  draw  from  Virgi- 
nia, 2,000  men  ; from  Pennsylvania,  5,000  men  ; and 
informs  him  that  the  whole  of  the  miliua  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  to  about  &00*, 
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was  ii  a disposable  state  and  subject  to  Jus  order:  , 
making,  rogeu»er  with-  kite  6,000  from  Maryland,  I 
the  es  i.vHte  o*-  1.5,000 -militia.  On  the  15th  of  Ju- 
ly the  secretary  of  war  advised  general  Winder,  that 
general  Porter  kau  communicated  the  fact  of  the 
arrival  of  tiie  van  of  I Joch pane’s  fleet  r ' Lvnnhaven 
Kay,  **nu  that  the  agent  ?a  Point  Look-ou|  h.  J re- 
presented that  2 seven’  \ - fours,  2 friga  es,  'an  armed 
sloop  and  brig  ascended  the  bay.  at  half  past  5,  post 
meridian,  on  iii  i4lh:  that  he  considered  it  proper 
to  call  into  sci  vice  the  brigade  of  militia  which 
had  been  for  softu  time  held  in  readiness  at  Balti- 
more, . :vd  not  knowing  whether  general  Winder 
was  a . ’Baltimore  or  Anna pol is,  he  had  instructed  the 
major-general  under  whose  orders  they  were  orga- 
nize ‘,1)  call  them  cut. 

G.-nem  Winder  in  a letter  ©f  the  sixteenth  of  Jub 
to  the  secretary  of  war,  among  other  things,  ex-' 
prc.-s.es  hr-  embarrassment  in  reLtion  to  the  situa- 
tion of  Annapolis,  and  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that  a 
large  force  and  many  additional  works  would  be 
neve  >sury  to  defend  it  against  a serious  attack;  by 
land  and  water;  states  its  importance  to  the  enemy, 
anti  the  ease  with  which  it  m.gh;  be  maintained  by 
them  with  the  ernniriand  by  water,  and  an  entrench- 
rnent  of  7 or  S00  j nrds,  protected  by  batteries;  re- 
presents tort  Madison  as  exposed,  and  unheal’ hv 
in  the  worths  of  August  and  September,  provided 
With  two.  50  11?.  Columbians,  two  twenty-fours,  two 
eighter us,  1 twelve  and  1 tom,  which  might  be 
turned  with  success  against  fort  £eyern ; that  these 
gups  should  be  removed  and  arrangements  made  to 
blow  up  the  fort*  and  represents  the  importance 
of. defending  the  town  if  the  means  could  be  obtain- 
ed; states,  the  governor  of  Maryland  and  council  had 
taken  the  necessary  steps  to  comply  immediately 
with  the  requisition  of  the  general  government.  On 
the  17th  July,  a letter  from  general  Winder  to  the 
secretary  of  war  states,  that  information,  that  lie 
deeded  creditable,  was  received  that  the  enemy  was 
ascending  the  river  in  considerable  force;  that  he 
had  ordered  the  detachment  of  regulars  at  Notting- 
ham, had  sent  out  thea|arm  to  assemble  a militia 
force,  and  suggests  the  propriety  of  sending  to 
that  place  the  marine  corps  and  all  the  militia 
that  could  be  procured  from  the  district  of  Colum- 
bia. The  secretary  on  the  same  day  acknowledges 
the  receipt  of  the  above  letter,  and  states  that  the 
marine  corps  was  not  under,  his  command;  but  had 
sear  the  request  to  the  president,  and,  as  the  au- 
thority to  call.  tl?e  militia  was  vested  m the  com- 
manding general,  !?e  h id  transmitted  his  requisition 
upon  the  district  to  gen.  Yen  Ness;  he  also  reminds 
him  that  the  two  regiments  near  Baltimore  hud  been 
called  into  actual  service,  end  expresses  thp  \\  isb  of 
the  pre  u'lent  that  no  less  than  two  nor  more  than 
300'j  of  the  drafts  under  she  requisition  of  the 
fourth  of  July,  should  lie  embodied  and  encamped 
at  some  ipi  i-ile  point  between  Baltimore  and  this 
city. 

Prom  he  letter  o‘  general  Winder,  of  the  20m  o 
July,  it  appeal’s  that  the  enemy  proceeded  up  the 
Patuxent  to  Hunting  creek,  landed  and  committed 
some  dep’edations  n C iv-rt  county,  and  returned 
down  the  river.  Three  companies  of  city  volunteers- 
h-ic|  marched  from  the  district,  in  obedience  to  the 
late  cal!  of  gen.  Winder,  which  lie  had  halted  at  the 
Wood  yard,  and  the  detachments  of  the  36th  and 
S8t.h  regiments  at  Upper  Marlboro’  while  Ise  pio- 
ceeded  to  Annapolis,  to  arrange  with  the  governor 
the  catling  outt  he  Maryland  militia;  which  he  states 
will  be  immediately  attended  'to  by  the  govt-mo*-. 
He  states  that  he  had  called  for  the  largest  pun* 
ber  directed  by  the  president,  \iz.  3000,  expecting 
thereby  to  get  2000,  the  lowest  number;  that  lie  for- 


bore to  dismantle  fort  Madison,  x,  it  might  alarm 
the  people,  and  produce  disagreeable  scrisni  ions: 
pr^fe < ring  rather  to  i isque  it  in  c.  sc  of  attack.  On 
the  23d* of  July,  general  YV  inde*’  informs  tli-.-  sene- 
tary  at  war  that  the  governor  of  Maryland  had  is- 
sued his  order  for  calling  out  3000  of  thc  dr-fts 
under  the  requisition  of  Hr-  4th  of  July,  and  had 
appointed  HI -tdensburg  as  the  place  of  rendezvous 
according  to  Ins  sugge  st  ion-  In  another  letter  of 
the  same  date,  general  Winder  informs  the  secreta- 
ry of  war,  that  he  had  deemed  it  expedient  to  di- 
rect cap;.  Davidson,  with  the  city  volunteers,  to  re- 
turn to  the  city  of  Washington,  from  the  two-fold 
consideration  that  the  facility  with  winch  they 
could  turn  out  and  proceed  to  any  point,  rendered 
them  nearly  as  effective  as  if  kept  in  the  field,  and 
the  importance  to  them  individually  pf attending  to 
their  privite  concerns.  Thai  the  rifles  used  by 
captain  Doughty’s  company  were  very  defective,  and 
that  c&ptuiu  Bure  he’s  artillery  were  without  swords. 
He  recommends  that  the  camp  equipage  should  be 
left  in  charge  of  ' the  company  officers  to  facilitate 
their  march.  On  the  25th  of  July,  general  Winder, 
in  a letter  to  the  secretary  of  war  dated  at  War- 
burton,  near  fort  Washington,  represents  that  fort 
in  several  respects  to  be  incomplete  in  its  prepara- 
tion for  defence;  encloses  a representation  of  heut. 
Edwards  on  the  subject;  makes  a requisition  of  am- 
munition. and  requests  that  col.  Wadsworth  may 
cause  the  platform  to  be  enlarged  so  as  to  make  the 
battery  more  effectual.  The  report  of  lieutenant 
Edwards  speaks  of  the  necessity  of  mounting  heavy 
artillery  in  the  Blockhouse;  states  that  the  i 81b  co- 
in mb  rads  were  not  mounted,  am;  that  the  garrison 
wanted  means  to  mount  them,  being  destitute  of 
gin  and  takle;  represents  the  width  of  the  pi  tferm, 
which  ought  to  be  21  feet,  to  be  only  14,  and  that 
the  heavy  guns  at  their  first  discharge  would  recoil 
to  the  hurtoirs,  and  on  being  heated  would  run  over 
it;  that  five  excellent  long  i8’s  were  mounted  on 
the  water  battery,  which  would  be  very  useful  in 
case  of  attack;  but  there  was  not  a single  pound  of 
ammunition  for  -them,  and  iliat  some  of  the  gun 
carriages  in  the  fort  were  quite  out  of  order. 

This  statement  of  heut.  Edwards  was  referred 
upon  its  receipt  to  col.  Wadsworth,  with  orders  to 
supply  what  was  wanting  at  the  fort,  of  which  the 
secretary  advised  general  Winder,  bearing  date  28th 
July;  and  col.  Wadsworth,  in  a representation  about 
the  same  date,  slates,  that  two  hands  had  been  or- 
dered from  Green  leal’s  point  on  the  Monday  previ- 
ous, to  execute  the  necessary  repairs  of  the  gun  car- 
riages; that  the  platform  as  well  as  the  parapet  was 
too  narrow,  but  not  so  narrow  *s  lieut.  Edv  ards  had 
stated,  for  it  was  directed  robe  made 20  or  22  feet 
wide;  <>nd  ti tat  the  disadvantages  of  too  narrow  a 
pL> form  could  be  obviated  with  no  great  difficulty, 
by  means  of  an  elastic  handspike  introduced  be- 
tween the  spokes  of  the  wheels,  which  would  pre- 
vent them  from  turning,  and  thus  check  the  recoil 
of  the  piece.  Further  states,  that  two  hundred 
rounds  of  shot  and  cartri  ges  for  the  eighteeen’s, 
could  be  sent  down  if  ordered:  that  he  had  long 
s lice  dirccied  some  grape  shot  to  be  prepared  for 
the  181b.  columb.ad’v;  that  a tackle  and  fall  to 
mount  Lite  gun.',  m the  block  house  should  be  prepar- 
ed; that  capt.  Mars  teller  had  just  informed  him, 
that  a good  takle  and  fall  were  at  the  fort  wheif  he 
left  it,  and  tint  the  platform  was  upwards  of  20  feet 
wide.  General  W ilder,  in  a letter  of  the '26th  July, 
from  Piscntuwny,  advises  the  secretary  of  war,  that 
the  enemy  ln>  4 descended  both  the  Potomac  and 
Patuxent  rivers;  that  he  expected  him  up  the  bay, 
imo  should  not  be  shrpriz-u  to  find  Annappiis  his  ob- 
ject, which  he  feared  would  fail  before  500  hundred 
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fltCm  an:l  that  he  should  return  to  Mai  lnorough  »s  .Correspondence  of  the  secretary  of  tear  and  gene  cil 
Sou  1 as  lie  could  ascertain  the  movements  of  the  IVin/ier. 

fcttCrny..  On  the  27ih  of  July,  gen.  Winder  in  two  On  the  13th  of  August,  general  Winder,  in  a let- 
ictters  to  the  secretary  of  war  tVorrt  Piscat.nvay,  ter  to  the  secretary  ol  war,  states,  that  i;i  cni..;c- 
suv.es  the  force  under  general  Stewart  at  800;  col.  j quence  of  the  acceptance  of  the  2d  regiment  drdl- 
Beali’s  regiment  at  Port  Tobacco  from  300  to  350 led  from  gent  Smith’s  division,  unuer  tiie  r*  rjni#  , n 
in:  uitn,  and  40  dragoons;  col.. Bowen’s  regiment  at  of  April,  for  part  of  the  requisition  of  the  4 nf> 
Nottingham  at  300,  and  tne  detachment  of  regulars  j duly,  the  impracticability,  besides  impropm-i 
der  command  of  lieut.  col.  Scott,  was  also  at  Not-  c filing  any  pardon  of  die  draper!  militia  frui 


or 
ot’ 

under  command  of  lieut.  col.  SQOtt,  was  also  at  Not- 1 c dimg  any  pari  ion  ot  die  draped  militia  from  the 
tingham;  and  from  gen.  Winder’s  letter  to  the  s : ere- ; eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  and  the  neces-utv  of 
tarv  of  war  of  the  1st  of  \igUst  from  Port  Tobacco,  leaving  all  the  men  immediately  upon  hr*  S •>  . 
it  appears,  that  he  had  the  detachment  under  lieut.  low  down  on  the  rivers  of  the  v,  cm,  i,  • , f'ju 
col.  Scott,  at  Piscataway.  local  defence  ; the  remaining  portion  of  1 1 » .M  .> y* 

Correspondence  of  general  Winder , •with  the  governor]  1()  ^ r assembled  at  Hi  :,e  n^nui-g,  u:-'e.  d 

of  Pennsvhaniu.  °’  oeinS  ^000  woulcl  not  much  exceed  aa  m.uv  him- 

J • • •’  ■ ' dred ; yet  he  would  require  th>  governor 


In  relation  to  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania  under  the  Ilc  1 ; >et  , wo  1,(1  t(l'lll'e  llv>  8ov*-lnov  ‘ 
requisition  of  the  4 th  of  July,  and  more  especially  ™lt  a,U  lh<:  <U-aft«  that  could  possib.y  f-  c 

as  it  regards  the  5000  men  subject  to  the  call  of  the  “iree  lower  brigades  on  the  western  si-.-  . >•- 


eject  

general  Winder,  afld  assigned  to  liis  command,  it;  us  l^ie  w’*,()^e  number  dr. 


ted  on  to#  we:  . m 


of  that  quot 

ing  the  country  embraced  in  the  iOth  military  di„  . 

Ivict,  and  requesting  that  he  might  be  informed  off  , bciency,  was  to  lake  the  mill  tin  drawn  ou<  y 
the  place  or  places  of  rendezvous  which  would  be  f state  a,,tbontv  and  aSscmoled  at  Ann  p .i  . , 


places 


: the  amount  of  1000,  into  tiie  service  of  tin  : 


fixed  '•of  such  troops,  and  recommending  ......  .. 

most  contiguous  to  the  cities  of  Wasiungton  and  [States,  tiu  to  cnlon  Penm-ylvisma  for  ot:e  regnr  »:■ 
Baltimore.  On  the  8th  of  August,  genera  Winder  r^ch  would  make  hi i;  m i 1 • t . .■»  between  2^0  . 
Writes  again  to  the  governor  oi  Pennsylvania,  stat- [ r)000  inen,  besides  the’  two  regiments  from  ;u 
ing,  that  since  his  first  communication  he  had  read  j Smith  ; division.  ^ 

a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  dated  the  lT’th  nv.Wer  to  tins  letter,  die  secretary  or  r, 

of  July,  which  had  not  reached  him  at  an  earlier  j :i  'etter  °*  t"c  Ibdi  oi  August  , *u!  sionse.-;  g -• 
of  his  having  been  in  con-  Winder  to  take  into  the  service  of  the  United  di*? 
which  informed  him  ' Maryland  militia  then  a:  Annapolis,  or  eWwip 


period  m consequence 
stani  motion  since  that  arne  ; 


that  of  the  quota  of  militia  of  Pennsylvania  under 
the  requisition  of  the  4th  of  July,  5000  were  des- 
tined for  the  10th  military  district,  subject  to  his 
Call  us  commanding'  officer,  and  requested  th*i  as 
great  a proportion  of  the  detachment  as  possible 
should  bf*  riflemen. 

O.i  the  11th  of  August,  secretary  Boileau,  under 
the  direction  of  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
answer  to  general  Winder,  states,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  deranged  state  of  the  militia  system, 
great  difficulties  occurred  to  tlnf  executive  in  rela- 
tion to  the  quota  required  to  be  held  in  readiness  j readiness  to  move  at  the  shortest  not  ice 
for  the  service  of  the  United  States.  Tile  only  effort  order  to  comply  with  the  requisition 


that  had  been  called  out  under  the  state  antin'.  ;■  , 
as  part  of  the  quota  required  by  the  order  of  U-fl 
4'h  of  July. 

Correspondence  of  the  secretary  of  war  with  the  go* 
vernors  of  JTaryfand,  Pcmisylvimia  and  Virgin}/ A 
On  the  27th  of  July  the  governor  d'  11.  r.  X 
states,  in  a letter  to  the  secretary  of  war,  liW  f» 
conformity  to  the  request  of  the  president  vS  -i.-t 
United  Slates,  communicated  in  the  requisition  i 
the  4th,  a detachment  of  5,500  ir.faht.rv  ino.  fiipj  ■ * 
tillery  was  directed  to  be  organized  and  hr  i 


Winder,  for  Ceiling  into  the  field  3.0C0  div.d. 
the  Maivlaiut  militi  i,  by  directum  of  tlw  pr<-si.' 
the  whole  of  the  drafts  from  the  western  •' 


that  could  be  made  towards  a compliance  with  the 
reo-uisition,  was  to  have  ordered  a designation  for 
the  service  of  lie  requisite  troops,  under  the  iniii- 

lii  law  of  1807,  and  uefore  the  expiration  of  tpatl  about  3,500  in-. mi  try,  had  been  ordered  to  err 
law ; which  order  had  been  issued  by  the  governor,  H speak*  of  the  exposed  situation  of  the  - 
and  was  in  a course  of  execution  ; 'hat  the  militia  j shore,  bordering  upon  the  Iv.v,  mk!  jiresun.f 
law  of  1837  expired  on  tlie  first  of  August,. and  that!  the  drafts  from  that  section  of  die  country  " 
alt  commissions  under  it  became  void,  except  of!  not  be  drawn  awny,  and  expects  Ilr.lt itnm-e  n 
surli  officers  as  might  be  in  service  on  that  day ; unwilling  to  h?ve  any  force  withdrawn  frmn 
and  Miat,  by  an  oversight  m the  legislature,  no  com  j price,  by  which  sny  ai  l might  lie  expected.  T 
plate  org  mization  of  the  militia  could  be  legally  I considerations  had  induced  the  order  fV;r  tin- 
made  in  Pennsylvania,  until  the  4th  Monday  in  Oc-tmen;  this  force  was  to  be  embodied  and  mew 
tober,  when  a classification  was  to  take  place.  j tiic  shortest  route  to  Bhdensburg  ; that  die  an 
0 i the  17th  of  August,  general.  Winder  makes  aj  of  the  state  was  ahoo;  500  men,  twot-idvds  in 
requisition  on  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania,,  for  one  t imore  ; d would  create  uneasiness  to  ’d 
regiment,  to  march  ford. with  to  the  city  of  Wash* I that  place  4t'0,  ilu».prcportion,  and  he  lv..d  so 
in  -ovi ; and  on  the  d;«y  following,  m cousequence  ed  Unit  order  until  gir.errd  Smith  should  h.-;\' 
of  large  reinforcements  of  *ne  enemy  in  t he  mouth  • cominun  cation  with  the  sec 
of  die  Patuxent,  he  culls  fir  the  whole  5000  P i.n-jtr; 


ry  or 

of  the  20  !i  July,  gvmovl  Wmdei 
syivani  i militia,  by  virtue  of  his  previoti.s  uudi-n  i i y . j quisition  <>n  ;f«  governor  of  Mmljii 
Tiie  5000  were,  ordered  out,  to  rendezvous  at  York,  { :V« ti;t,  urging  die  necessity  of  l;->vh 
in  Pennsylv  . ' a,  m the  5di  of  Sept  ember ; of  course,  j bh'd  and  in  service  with  the  lea-t  ; 

!v-c:  Uiad  or.  the  5*h  of  August  the  governi 
ri-oj[  informed  general  Winder,  by  letter,  * 
m-  for  3000  drafts  coutu  not.be  compile 


no*  m time  e gi  ’e  any  aid  on  the  occasi.m  for  wl 
thev  were,  called,  nor  was  general  Wuvlei’s  le'  < 
the  iBtii  received  by.  tiie  governor  of  Pennsylv 


until  the  evening  of  the  23d. 


the  brigade  in  Service  at  Baltin: 


M'  <>i  M 


from 


■ V4. 
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Smith’s  division ; that  the  drafts  from  one  brigade 
alone  were  wider  marching  orders,  the  orders  for 
the  march  of  those  lying  on  the  Chesapeake  and 
Potomac  having  been  suspended. 

On  the  14tli  ot  J ly  Mr,  Boilieu,  secretary  of 


state  for  Pennsylvania,  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  patched  to  him  prompt!}.  On  the  25th  visited  fort 


the  communication  from  the  war  department,  con- 
taining the  requisition  of  the  14th  of  July,  for  14,000 
Pennsylvania  militia,  which  was  forwarded  by  ex- 
press to  the  governor,  who  was  absent  at  Seim’s 
Grove,  With  assurances  that  the  governor  would  ex- 
ecute with  promptness  the  requisition  of  the  general 
government.  On  the  25th  ttte  governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania directs  the  secretary  Boil,  u o inform  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  that  general  orders  had  been  issued 
in  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the  4th  ot 
July ; explains  as  before,  the  difficulties  resulting 
from  the  militia  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  and  relies  on 
the  patriotism  and  voluntary  services  of  the  people. 

On  the  14ih  of  July  the  deputy  adjutant -general 
of  Virginia,  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  com- 
munication from  the  war  department,  containing 
the  requisition  of  the  4th,  and  enclosed  to  the  se- 
cretary of  war  the  general  orders  issued  by  the  go- 
vernor of  Virginia  on  C»e  22d  of  June,  placing  in 
readiness  a provisional  force  of  15,000  men  and  up- 
wards to  repel  sudden  invasions,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defence,  and  the  points  of  rendezvous  de- 
signed, but  not  organized  upon  the  military  estab- 
lishment of  the  United  States,  nor  for  a longer  term 


up  the  Patuxent ; wrote  to  the  secretary  of  war  and 
to  general  "West,  advising  him  to  call  out  the  mihtiu 
of  the  coun  y.  The  detachment  ot  the  36ih  and  38th 
i\  giments  was  ordeied  from  Soudi  river  to  Notting- 
ham, and  three  companies  of  city  militia  were  dis- 


Washington;  and  on  the  1st  of  August  fixed  his 
perm  rent  head  quarters  at  the  city  ot  Washington  "r 
Viewed  and  inspected  the  district  militia.  The  peo- 
ple of  St.  Mary’s  and  Charles  had  become  im  ortu- 
natc  for  aid  and  protection,  and  in  obedience  to  the 
wish  of  the  president,  the  36th  and  38th  were  order- 
ed down  to  unite  with  general  Stewart;  but  the 
enemy  having  retired,  tins  detachment  was  encamp- 
ed at  Piscataway  He  understood  by  letters  from 
general  Smith  of  Baltimore,  and  the  governor  of 
Maryland,  that  Stansbury’s  brigade,  upon  applica- 
tion of  general  Smith,  had  been  accepted  by  the 
secretary  of  war,  as  part  of  the  quota  of  Maryland 
militia,  under  requisition  of  the  4th  of  July.  On 
the  morning  of  the  18t  h of  August,  Thuredrty,  intel- 
ligence was  received  from  the  observatory  at  Point 
look  out,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  the  ene- 
my’s fleet  off  that  place  had  been  reinforced  by  a 
formidable  squadron  of  ships  and  vessels  of  various 
sizes.  The  commanding  general  immediately  made 
requisitions  on  the  governors  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ma- 
ryland, various  officers  of  militia,  and  the  militia  of  the 
district  of  Columbia  were  ordered  out  en  masse. 

On  the  19th,  general  Winder,  in  a letter  to  the  se- 


trbops  as  a compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the 
general  government.  The  secret  ary  of  war  was  ap- 
prized in  this  letter  also,  that  the  whole  of  the  Vir- 
ginia troops,  then  held  in  readiness,  would  be  fur- 
nished with  arms  and  ammunition  by  the  state  of 
Virginia  ; and  on  the  18th  the  secretary  of  war  in- 
forms the  governor  of  Virginia  that  2000  of  the  re- 
quisition upon  the  Virginia  militia  would  be  placed 
at  the  disposition  of  general  Winder  as  commander 
of  the  10th  military  district. 

Having  presented  a condensed  view  of  the  mea- 
sures of  the  cabinet;  the  correspondence  between 
the  commanding  officer  and  the  war  department,  the 
governors  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland  and  the 
commanding  general,  the  correspondence  with  the 
governors  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia 
and  tne  secretary  of  war,  in  regard  to  the  requisi- 
tion of  the  4th  of  July,  it  will  now  be  proper  to  pre- 
sent some  facts  connected  with  the  movements  and 
arrangements  of  the  commanding  general  up  to  the 
revocation  of  his  command. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  month  of  June,  the  se- 
cretary of  war  gave  to  general  Winder  the  first  inti- 
mation that  it  was  in  contemplation  to  constitute  a 
new  military  district,  embracing  the  country  now 
.composing  the  10th  military  district,  and  that  the 
• president  intended  to  invest  him  with  its  command. 
On  the  4th  or  5th  of  July,  he  received  notice  of  his 
.appointment  to  the  lO  h military  district,  and  the 
order  creating  it ; proceeded  to  Washington  and 
culled  upon  the  secretary  of  war,  who  enumerated 
the  regular  force  as  before  supposed  to  amount  to 
1000  or  1200;  the  residue  of  his  command  to  be 
composed  of  militia  to  be  drafted,  and  was  shewn 
tire  circular  to  certain  states,  making  the  requisition 
of  the  4th.  He  then  returned  to  Baltimore,  and 
after  writing  the  letter  of  the  9th,  proceeded  to 
Annapolis  to  examine  it  and  to  explore  the  10th  mi- 
litary district  generally.  The  letter  of  the  12lh 
from  the  secretary  of  war,  was  not  received  until 
he  went  to  Annapolis,  to  Upper  Marlborough  aim 
back  to  Annapolis.  On  the  17th  at  Nottingham,  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  the  enemy  was  proceeding' 


than  three  months,  which,  with  other  considerations,  cretary  of  war,  submitted  several  propositions  to  the 
prevented  the  acceptance  of  any  part  of  those  state  president:  1st,  Would  it  be  expedient,  under  the 
’ * **  "*  direction  of  the  navy  department,  to  have  vessels 

ready  to  be  sunk  in  the  Botomac,  at  fort  Washing- 
ton or  other  points,  at  a moment’s  warning,  to  ob- 
struct the  navigation  ? 2d,  Would  it  not  be  proper 
to  put  all  the  boats,  which  can  be  propelled  by  oars,. 
that  are  at  the  city  of  Washington,  under  the 
control  of  the  navy,  at  Washington,  to  transport 
troops  as  events  may  require  ? 3d,  W’ould  it  not  be 
convenient  to  put  the  marine  corps  into  service,  at 
all  events,  to  cause  them  to  be  in  readiness  to  rein- 
force fort  Washington  at  a moment’s  notice,  or  to- 
be  applied  as  events  may  require  to  any  point  of  de- 
fence ? 4th,  That  the  force  under  commodore  Bar- 
ney may  co-operate  with  the  commanding  general,  in 
case  of  the  abandonment  of  the  fiotilia.  On  the 
same  day  the  secretary  of  war,  in  a letter  states, 
that  the  propositions  had  been  submitted  to  the  pre- 
sident, and  general  Winder  is  referred  to  the  navy 
department  on  the  subject  of  the  propositions  relat- 
ing to  the  means  in  that  department.  General  Win- 
der’s call  upon  the  militia  en  masse,  is  approved,  and 
on  the  same  day  the  secretary  of  war,  in  a letter  to 
general  Winder,  advises,  that  the  cavalry  be  pushed 
into  the  neighborhood  of  the  enemy  without  delay, 
if  he  indicated  an  attack  upon  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, for  the  purpose  of  driving  oft’  all  horses  and  cat- 
tle and  supplies  of  forage,  &c.  in  their  route.  Not 
a moment  was  to  be  lost.  Colonel  Monroe,  with, 
captain  Thornton’s  troop  of  horse,  proceeded  to  find 
and  reconnoitre  the  enemy  on  Finlay  the  19th  ; on. 
the  same  day  the  militia  of  Georgetown  and  ihe 
city  of  Washington,  under  general  Smith,  were  mus- 
tered. On  Saturday,  the  20th,  this  and  some  other 
forces  commenced  their  line  of  march  towards  Be- 
nedict about  1 o’clock,  and  encamped  that  night 
about  four  miles  from  the  Eastern  Branch  Bridge, 
on  the  road  to  Upper  Marlborough.  On  this  clay  col. 
Monroe  communicated  the  intelligence  of  the  arrival 
of  the  enemy  at  Benedict  in  force  Same  day  col. 
Tilghman  and  capt.  Caldwell,  with  their  commands 
of  horse,  were  ordered  and  dispatched  to  annoy  the 
enemy,  impede  his  march,  to  remove  and  destroy 
forage  and  provisions  before  the  enemy. 
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On  Sunday  morning,  the  21st,  the  troops  were  ton,  was  his  object.  As  to  numbers,  rumors  vibrated 
mustered,  and  the  articles  of  war  read  to  them.  At  j from  4000  to  i2000 ; the  best  opinion  was  from  5 to 
12  o’clock  the  marines  under  captain  Miller  joined  }7000.  Our  forces  at  tins  time  at,  the  Old  fields,  are 
the  army-*  the  regulars  of  the  36th  and  38tii  also  j variously  estimated,  with  no  material  difference,  at 

about  3000  men,  in  the  followin 


my-*  tits  regul 
joined  at  the  Wood-Yard,  seven  miles  in  advance,  to 
wnich  the  main  body  of  our  troops  were  marched 
and  enc  imped  on  Sunday  night.  Two  letters  from 


^ corps  ; about  400 
horse  under  the  command  of  the  following  officers  ; 
lieutenant  colonel  Laval,  colonel  Tilghman,  captains 


colonel  Monroe,  on  the  21st,  one  stating  that  he  had  j Caldwell,  Thornton,  Herbert,  Williams,  &c.  4 0 
•viewed  the  enemy  near  Benedict,  enumerating  27  j regular  troops,  under  the  command  of  lieutenmt 
square  rigged  vessels,  some  bay  craft  and  barges; , colonel  Scott,  viz  : 36th,  38th  and  captain  Morgan’s 
the  other  dated  from  Nottingham,  stating  the  ad- j company  of  the  12th  infantry;  600  marines  ami  flo- 
vance  of  the  enemy  upon  that  place  by  land  and  wa-j  till*,  men,  under  commodore  Barney  and  captain  Mil- 
ter; and  recommending  the  commanding  general  ler,  with  five  pieces  of  heavy  artillery,  two  18  pour.d- 
to  dispatch  500  or  600  men  to  fall  upon  the  enemy,  ers  and  three  twelve  pounders  ; 1,800  militia  and 
Colonel  Monroe  and  colonel  Beall  both  joined  the  volunteers ; general  Smith’s  brigade  of  Georgetown 
army  at  night,  and  gave  an  account  that  the  enemy  j and  city  militia,  and  Maryland  militia  under  colonel 
had  been  viewed  by  them.  Colonel  Beall  calculated 
-that  he  had  seen  4000,  without  supposing  he  had 
seen  all.  Colonel  Monroe  estimated  the  enemy  at 
about  6000;  captain  Herbert  joins  with  his  troop  ; 

^colonel  Laval  had  joined  with  two  companies  of  ca- 
valry on  the  day  previous ; the  enemy  remained  at 
Nottingham,  except  an  advance  detachment  about 
•three  miles  from  town.  Monday  the  22d,  early  m 
the  morning  a light  detachment  was  ordered  to  meet 
the  enemy,  composed  of  the  36th  and  38th,  lieuten- 
ant colonel  Scott,  colonel  Laval’s  cavalry,  and  three 
•companies  from  the  brigade  of  geueral  Smith,  un 
der  major  Peter,  viz  : his  own  company  of  artillery, 
captain  Stull’s  rifle  corps,  captain  Davidson’s  light 
infantry.  This  detachment  marched  on  the  road  to 
Nottingham,  about  9 o’clock  ; the  remainder  of  the 
Army  marched  about  mile  in  advance  to  an  elevated 
position ; the  commanding  general  with  his  staff, 
accompanied  by  colonel  Monroe,  proceeded  in  ad- 
vance to  reconnoitre  the  march  of  the  enemy.  Com. 

B rney  had  joined  the  army  with  his  flotilla  men, 
besides  the  marines  under  captain  Miller ; the  horse 
preceded  the  advance  detachment  of  our  forces,  met 
the  enemy  and  retired  before  them.  This  induced 
the  advance  corps  to  take  a position  to  impede  die 
march  of  the  enemy  ; but  the  advance  detachment 


Kramer,  of  which  there  were  two  comp Aides  of  ar- 
tillery under  captain  Burch  and  major  Pete*',  with 
six  6 pounders  each,  making  an  aggregate  of  3,200, 
with  17  pieces  of  artillery.  The  enemy  was  without 
cavalry,  and  had  two  small  field  pieces  and  one  how- 
itzer, drawn  by  men  ; and  the  whole  country  well 
calculated  for  defence,  skirmishing,  and  to  impede 
the  march  of  an  enemy. 

The  enemy  remained  at  Upper  Marlborough  till 
after  12  o’clock  ; about  which  time,  general  Win- 
der again  ordered  the  detachment  under  lieutenant 
colonel  Scott  and  major  Peter  to  advance  and  meet 
the  enemy  if  lie  should  be  found  advancing,  or  to 
attack  his  positions.  About  this  time,  12  o’clock, 
some  prisoners  were  taken,  and  from  information 
given  by  them  and  the  observations  of  the  videts, 
general  Winder  was  induced  to  believe  that  the  ene- 
my intended  to  remain  stationary  for  the  day,  which 
induced  him  to  think  of  uniting  with  the  forces  at 
BDdensburg,  and  despatched  others  to  general 
Stansbury,  and  other  corps  at  Bladensburg,  to  move 
direct  for  Upper  Marlborough,  and  proceeded  him- 
self towards  Bladensburg,  to  meet  and  burry  on  the 
forces  to  form  a junction.  When  general  Winder 
left  the  command  with  general  Smith,  and  proceed- 
ed towards  Bladensburg,  with  several  troops  of  ca- 


vvis  ordered  to  retrograde  and  join  the  main  body!  valry,  he  left  orders  that  the  advance  corps  should 
of  the  army  that  had  remained  some  hours  in  line  ofj  march  upon  the  enemy,  and  annoy  him  by  all  possi- 
battle,  expecting  the  enemy  to  come  that  route  to | Die  means  if  in  march,  or  if  not,  then  in  his  posi- 
the  city  ; but  who  took  the  road  to  Upper  Marlbo-j  tions  ; and  if  he  advanced  upon  Bladensburg,  gtne- 
rough,  turningto  his  right  after  having  come  within  jral  Smith,  with  the  main  body,  should  fall  upon  his 
a few  miles  of  our  forces  ; upon  winch  the  com  ; flunk,  or  be  governed  by  circumstances  in  other 
manding  general  fell  back  with  his  whole  forces  to  j movements. 

the  Battaliion  Old  fields,  about  8 miles  from  Marlbo-i  Captain  Caldwell  joined  the  advance  corps  at  2 
rough,  and  the  same  distance  from  the  city  ofj  o’clock,  P.  M.  An  express  brought  intelligence 


Washington.  At  this  time  heavy  explosions  in  the 
direction  of  Marlborough  announced  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  flotilla  under  command  of  commodore 
Barney.  The  anemy  arrived  at  Upper  Marlborough  j 
about  2 o’clock,  and  remained  there  until  late  next' 
day,  to  be  joined  it  is  presumed,  by  the  detachment 
of  tiie  enemy  which  had  been  sent  against  the  flo- 
tilla. 

The  commanding  general  proceeded  to  Msrlbo- 
rougli,  and  found  the  enemy  encamped;  several 
prisoners  taken  gave  information  that  the  enemy 
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that  the  enemy  had  left  Upper  Marlborough  ; that 
our  advance  li*d  met  the  enemy  about  six  miles  in 
advance  of  our  forces,  and  after  a skirmish,  in  which 
captain  Stull’s  company  had  about  4 or  5 rounds, 
was  compelled  to  retreat,  and  that  the  enemy  was 
advancing.  One  of  the  aids  of  general  Smith  was 
despatched  for  general  Winder  : the  whole  army 
was  placed  in  a favorable  attitude  of  defence,  iu 
which  position  it  continued  until  about  sunsett  when 
general  Winder,  who  had  arrived  some  time  previ- 
ous, ordered  the  army  to  march  to  the  city  of  Wash- 


would  remain  in  that  position  until  the  next  day ; ington.  The  enemy  were  about  three  miles  distan 


and,  after  making  observations  of  the  enemy,  till  the 
close  of  the  day,  general  Winder  returned  to  the 
army.  Late  in  the  evening  of  this  day  the  president 
with  the  secretary  of  war  and  navy  and  attorney  ge- 
neral, joined  general  Winder  at  the  Battalion  Old 
fields,  and  remained  with  him  till  the  evening  of  the 
23d  In  the  morning  the  troops  were  drawn  up  and 
reviewed  by  the  president.  The  most  contradictory 
reports  prevailed  as  to  the  movements  and  force  of 
the  enemy,  and  it  was  doubtful  in  camp  whether 
Annapolis,  Fort  W .shingion,  w'ith  a view  to  co-ope- 
rate with  his  naval  forces,  or  the  city  of  Washing- 


and  remained  there  that  night.  Having  remained 
till  the  going  down  of  the  sun,  the  retreat  to  the  ci- 
ty was  induced  by  several  considerations,  stated  bv 
tlio  commanding  general.  1st,  To  eff’,  ct  a union  of 
his  whole  forces.  2d.  The  fear  of  a night  attack, 
from  the  superiority  of  the  enemy,  and  want  of  dis- 
cipline in  his  troops.  And  3d.  Iu  a night  attack 
his  superiority  in  artillery  could  not  be  used.  The 
march  of  our  army  to  the  city  was  extreme!)  rapid 
and  precipitate,  and  orders  occasionally  given  to  the 
captains  of  companies  to  hurry  on  the  men,  who 
were  extremely  fatigued  and  exhausted  before  the 
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can  ping  ground  was  reached,  near  the  Eastern 
branch  bridge,  Within  the  District'of  Columbia. 

G->;c:m  S'omsbury  had  arrived  at  l'hdensburg 
on  the  -2d,  and  the  5lh  Baltimore  regiment,  in- 
cludu.g  the  artillery  and  rifle  Corps,  on  the  evening 
o I : 283  ; ami  at  12  o’clock  at  night,  colonel 
M , . in  passing  through  Bladensburg  to  the 
city  <>:  Washington,  advised  general  St.msbury  to 
fi.a  upon  liie  rear  of  the  enemy  forthwith,  .ts  it  Was 
umle.  "0 ov)i j that  he.  was  in  motion  for  the  city.  Ge 
Jteral  Salisbury  having  been  ordered  to  take  post  *>t 
Blndensburg,  diet  not  think  he  was  a'  liberty  to 
leave  it  ; bat,  independent  of  this  consideration, 
the  fatigue  of  the  troops  under  colonel  Sternal 
snide  it  impracticable. 

K is  here  pr  ipvr  testate  that  on  the  22d,  the  se- 
Cretan'  of  war  in  a letter  to  general  Winder,  which 
chtrs  their  written  communications  previous  to  the 
24*:-,  except  a slior*  note  of  iiiat  morning,  s ates 
thi  he  had  ordered  general  Douglass  to  unwed 
wi  n his  command  to  the  dis.net  without  seeking 
a rendezvous  with  general  Hungerfprd ; that  a de 
tuchment  *uf  the  12:h  infa.nl ry  had  arrived;  that  it 
Bh-  ukl  be  irm-ed,  equipped"  and  marched  to  the 
YY  od  Yard  ; that  Uie  Baltimore  brigade  would  ar- 
Piv  ffh*»iensburg  that  day;  and  suggests  the 
propriety  of  throwing  Barnet’s  seamen  and  some 
o<  V'r  troops  on  the  right  of  Nottingham,  a demon- 
stration which  would  menace  the  re  .r  of  the  enemy, 
and  his  communication  with  his  shipping,  which 
would,  if  not  stop,  much  retard  his  progress.  0-> 
the  morning  of  the  24ih,  in  a short  note  to  the  se- 
cretary <>f  war,  general  Winder  says,  the  information 
up  the  river  :s  threatening;  Barney  or  some  other 
force  should  occupy  tile  bail  cries  at  Greenleaf’.s 
Point  and  N-tvy  Yvrd,  and  wishes  counsel  from  the 
government  or  secretary  of  war.  Upon  this  note  is 
an  endorsement  in  the  hand  writing  of  general  Arm 
strong  to  this  effect ; “went  to  general  Winder,  was 
no  necessity  for  ordering  Barney  to  Greenleaf’s 
Point  or  Navy  Yard,  advised  the  commodore  to  join 
the  army  at  Bladensburg,  and  ordered  Minor’s  regi- 
ment to  that  place.” 

On  the  21st,  late  atnighi,  colonel  Tavloe  arrived 
5n  the  city  f:  m the  Northern  Neck,  where  he  lied 
been  charged  with  orders  in- relation  to  the  Virginia 
drafts,  and  reported  himself  to  general  Armstrong, 
who  issued,  the  following  general  order; 

“ War  department,  .lug-.  22  d, 
1814.  f 12  <?  clack.) 

(i  cit^ruiL  oHonn. 

“ General  Douglass  will  assemble  his  brigade  at 
Alexandria,  and  hold  it  there  subject  to  orders. 

' “JOHN  ARMSTRONG.” 

Colonel  Tavloe  executed  this  order,  and  Tuesday 
flight,  the  23d,  again  reported  himself  to  general 
Armstrong,  who, issued  the  following  orders  : 

“ War  Department, 

tf  r KV'i  n At  OTITSKH. 

“ Lieutenant  colonel  Minor  will  repair  to  Wash- 
ing' >•'.  with  the  regiment  under  his  command  with 
the  u'most  despatch;  he  will  report  on  his  arrival 
to  colonel  Carberry  of  the  36th  regiment,  and  make 
a v question  for  arms  and  ammunition. 

(Signed)  “JOHN  ARMSTRONG.” 

“ JJ'ar  Depart rnei  t,  Aug.  23,  1814 
“eExmAn  oiijiku, 

“All  the  militia  now  in  and  marching  to  Alcxan- 
andria,  besides  colonel  Minor,  will  march  immedi- 
ately to  Washington  ; these  orders  will  be  commu- 
nicated by  colonel  Tavloe.” 

" “JOHN  ARMSTRONG” 

On  the  18th  of  August,  general  Van  Ness  ordered 
general  Young  to  callout,  en masse,  the  brigade  un- 
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der  his  command,  including  the  Alexandria  militia 
the  same  d>.y  two  troops  of  Cavalry  attached  to  the 
brigade  were  orcWed  to  rendezvous  at  Biactens- 
burgh  on  the  1.9th  at  4 o’clock  in  the  morning,  to 
accompany  colonel  Monroe,  secretary  ol  state,  and 
to  be  subject  to  his  order.  On  the  20th,  in  the  af- 
ternop  >,  general  Young’s  brigade  was  ordered  by 
general  Winder  to  cross  the  Potomac,  opposite 
Alexandria,  uul  encamp  in  the  best  position  viid 
wail  further  orders,  which  was  effected.  The  bri- 
gade consisting  ol'  454  men,  two  brass  six-pounders, 
and  one  brass  four  pounder.  On  the  2 2d,  early,  ge- 
neral Young,  by  order  of  general  Winder,  marched 
his  brigade  and  look  a position  on  a height  near  the 
head  of  Pjsp*taway  creek,  about  three  miles  in  the 
rear  of  fort  Washington,  where  the  ground  was  fa- 
vorable for  a small  detachment  to  defend  the  coun- 
try against  a much  greater  force,  and  remained  iu 
this  position  until  the  mornihg  of  the  24th,  when  se- 
vc  ral  orders  were  given  to  him  ; first,  to  march  tow- 
ards the  Eastern  branch  bridge  ; second,  to  cross  the 
Potomac  to  the  Virginia  side,  f*c.  This  brigade  was 
intended  in  its  dispositions  to  aid  fort  Washington, 
the  town  of  Alexandria,  and  to  be  in  a situation  to 
join  generaPYYinder 

Ou  the  morning  of  the  24s h,  general  Winder  esta- 
blished his  head  quarters  near  the  Eastern  Crane  U 
bridge ; detachments  of  ho  se  were  out  in  various  di- 
rections as  yidettes  and  reconnoitring  parties,  and 
arrangements  made  to  destroy  the  E < stern  Branch 
bridge-  Colonel  George  Minor,  with  his  regiment  of 
Virginia  mili'  L,  composed  of  600  infantry  and  100 
cavalry,  arrived  at  the  city  of  Washington  in  thfj 
twilight  of  the  evening  of  the  23d  ; he  called  on  the 
president  who  referred  him  to  the  secretary  of  war 
for  orders, ; the  secretary  informed  him  that  arms 
Could  not  be  had  that  might,  but  gave  orders  to  re- 
port himself  to  colonel  Carberry  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, who  would  furnish  him  with  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, as  he  was  charged  with  that  duty  by  general 
Winder.  From  early  in  the  morning  till  late  in  the 
afternoon,  colonel  Minor  sought  colonel  Carberry 
diligently,  but  he  could  not  be  found.  Re  rode  to 
head  quarters  and  obtained  an  order  from  general 
W inder  upon  the  arsenal  for  arms,  8cc.  marched  to 
the  place  with  Ids  regiment,  and  its  "care  he  found 
committed  to  a young  m n whose  caution  in  giving 
out  arms,  &c.  very  much  delayed  the  arming  and 
supplying  of  this  regiment.  An  instance  is  here 
given  when  the  flints  were  counted  out  by  the  offi- 
cers of  the  regiment,  to  expedite  business  at  this 
crisis,  the  young  man  would  count  them  over  be- 
fore they  could  be  obtained. 

Colonel  Carberry  arrived  at  this  moment,  apolo- 
gized for  his  absence,  and  informed  colonel  Minor 
t l it  he  had  the  evening  previous  iidden  out  to  Ids 
country  seat.  Colonel  Minor  was  again  delayed 
some  small  length  of  time  in  having  to  remain  to 
sign  receipts,  &c.  His  men  were  ordered  to  Capi- 
tol Mill.  In  the  moan  time  various  reports  were 
brought  into  head  quarters  as  to  the  movements 
md  intentions  of  jUie  enemy  ; the  president  and 
heads  of  departments  collected  at  Iieiud  quarters,  iri 
the  following  order : the  president,  next  secretary 
of  state,  next  the  attorney  general,  next  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy,  and  last  the  secretaries  of  war  and 
treasury  together.  Colonel  Munroe  had  left  head- 
quarters upon  a rumour  that  gained  ground,  that  the 
enemy  was  marching  upon  the  city  by  the  way  of 
Bladensburg,  with  a view  of  joining  gen.  Stans- 
bury,  advising  him  of  the  rumor  and  to  aid  him  in 
the  formation  of  a line  of  battle  to  meet  the  enemy. 
General  Siansbury,  for  reasons  given  in  his  report, 
had  marched  from  Ids  position  in  advance  of  Bind  errs- 
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burg,  and  occupied  the  ground  west  of  tnat  village]  coi.  1}  li.  'i'  , •**: -jf i ,v»  m under  command  of  ccl* 

y i .‘u»  l».inks  oi  the  Eastern  Branch,  Here  the  front  j Hr  n',  ::nc-l  rr.’jor  \\  :*rin:j’s  battalion,  and  se  n:"  other 


li-e  of  battle  was  formed  by  general  Slans bury  and 
lus  officers,  with  the  aid  of  colonel  Monroe,  on  the 
presumption  that,  geueral  Sun»bury’s  brigade,  an.i 
the  command  of  col.  Sterret,  including'  the  command 
of  ii-jor  Pinckney  and  Baltimore  ardilei-y. 

There  is  a bridge  over  the  Eastern  orach  at  BU- 
dansburg,  and  . large  turnpike  road  leading  direct 
to  the  city  of  Washington.  About  4-J'J  yards  from 
this  * idge,  some  small  distance  to  the  left  of  the 
road,  the'  Baltimore  artillery,  six  pieces  of  six 
pounders,  occupied  a temporary  breast  work  of 
earth,  well  calculated  to  command  the  pass  over 
tlkr  bridge.  P*;-  of  the  battalion  of  nfl.  mm,  und<  r 
major  VVm.  Pinkney,  and  one  other  company,  took 
posit i ::i  on  the  l ight  of  die  ariiiie'ry,  parti  ally  pro- 
tected by  a fence  end  brush;  and  on  the  left  «>f  the 
battery,  leading  to  the  rear  of  a barn,  two  comp  •- 
nr.-*,  >o;n  the  regiment  under  colonel  Shutz,  ami 
tiie  other  part  of  the  riflemen  from  B iltimore.  Col. 
ll^all  was  posted  in  the  rear  of  maj.  Pinkney,  his 
rig  it  resting  on  the  road;  col.  Sou: z ccotinu'mg- 
the  line  on  the  left,  with  a small  vacancy  in  the 
Centre  of  the  two  regiments;  and  coi.  Sterret  form- 
ed he  extreme  left  fl.%nk  of  the  infantry.  At  this 
moment,  colonels  Beall  and  flood  entered  Bin  jeus 
burg,  with  tiie  Maryland  militia  from  Annapolis, 
crossed  uie  bridge  and  took  a position  on  a most 
commanding  height,  on  the  right  of  the  turnpike, 
about  throe  hundred  yards  from  tiie  road,  to  secure 
tiie  right  flank.  In  the  moan  time,  (about  11  o’clock) 
certain  intelligence  was  received  at  head  quarters, 
that  die  enemy  was  in  full  march  towards  Biadeus- 
burg,  winch  induced  gen.  Winder  to  pul  in  motion 
his  whole  force,  except  a tew  men  and  a piece  of  ar- 
tillery left  at  tiie  E ‘.stern  -brunch  bridge  to  destroy 
it.  Tiie  day  was  hot,  and  the  road  dusty — the 
m..rch  was  rapid  to  Bladensburg.  'i’he  cavalry  and 
mounted  men  arrived,  and  were  placed  on  the  let! 
fli-  ik,  and  some  small  distance  in  its  r*ar.  General 
W.nder  now  arrived,  and  told  gen.  Stansbury  and 
col.  M >nroe,  that  his  whoie  force  was  marching  for 
Bladensburg,  and  approved  the  dispositions  winch 
had  been  made  of  the  troops;  at  winch  moment,  it 
had  become  impracticable  m the  opinion  of  the  offi- 
cers, to  make  any  essential  change;  for  tiie  two  ar- 
mies were  now  coming  to  the  battle  ground,  in  op- 
posite direci  ions;  and  the  enemy  appeared  on  the 
opposite  heights  of  Bladensburg,  about  a mile  dis- 
tant, and  halted  15  or  20  minutes.  This  was  about 
12  o’clock.  The  troops  from  die  city  were  disposed 
of  as  they  arrived.  Cant.  Burch,  with  three 
pieces  of  artillery,  was  stationed  on  the  extreme  left 
of  the  infantry  of  the  first  line;  and  a rifle  corapanv, 
Termed  with  muskets,  near  the  battery  to  support  it. 
About  this  time  l he  secretary  of  war  arrived,  and  in 
a lew  minutes  alter  the  president  and  the  attorney 
general,  and  proceeded  to  examine  tiie  disposition  of 
the  troops.  In  tne  mean  time,  as  the  enemy  advanc- 
ed into  Bladensburg,  the  officers  were  forming  ra- 
pidly the  second  line.  The  command  of  commodore 
Barney  came  up  in  a trot;  and  formed  his  men  on 
the  right  of  the  main  road,  in  a line  with  the  com- 
mand under  colonels  Beall  and  Mood,  with  a consi- 
derable vacancy,  owing  to  the  ground.  The  heavy 
artillery  com.  Barney  planted  in  the  road;  the  three 
12  pounders  to  the  right  under  cant.  Miller,  who 
commanded  the  flotilla  men  and  marines,  as  infan- 
try lo  support  the  artillery.  Lieut,  colonel  Kramer, 
with  a battalion  of  Maryland  mill  tin,  w*s  posted  in 
a wood,  in  advance  of  the  murines  and  colonels  B .uli 
and  Hood’s  command.  The  regiment  under  tiie 
command  of  col.  Magrudsr,  was  stationed  on  ‘he 
eft  of  commodore  Barney,  in  *i  line  with  him  and 


small  detachment--,  lft.  me  : dm  left  flank  of  this 
second  line,  an  ' in  the  rear  of  ni.-jor  Peter’s  battery; 
and  licut.  col.  Scott,  with  ‘he  regulars,  whs  placed 
in  advance  of  col.  M .g-.uier,  and  to  the  left,  form.ng 
aline  towards  urn  j Peter’s  battery,  hut  in  such  a 
manner  as  not  to  mask  it;  other  small  detachments 
in  various  directions. 

About  half  past  twelve  o’clock,  while  the  second 
line  was  forming,  the  <*-nenn  approached  ami  the 
b sttle  commence- the  Bid  ft  more  aiTd’evv  cp.-wd  a 
fire  and  dispersed  the  enemy  's  light  troop.;  ...v.  ad- 
vancing along  the  street  of  li.e  village,  \ 1 ...  took  a 
temporary  cover  behind  the  houses  ami  trees,  in 
loose  order,  and  presented  objects  only  occasionally 
for  the  fire  of  the  camion.  The  enemy  commenced 
throwing  liis  rockets,  and  his  light  troops  begin  i«» 
concentrate  near  i he  bridge,  and  v press  r- i ms  it 
and  the  river  which  was  fordable  aLove.  The  bat- 
talion of  riflenvTi  under  major  P i km-y,  lit  v united 
gallantly  with  the  fire  from  tier  kmerv.  1’cr  some 
minutes  the  fire  was  continued  with  considerable 
effect;  the  enemy’s  column  was  hot  only  dUpriscil 
while  in  die  street,  but  while  approaching  the  bridge 
they  were  thrown  inlo  some  confusion,  an  i :ii  ’ Bri- 
tisii  officers  were  seen  exerting  themreivos  to  press 
tiie  soldiers  on.  Having  now  gained  the  bridge,  i< 
was  passed  rapidly,  and  as  ihr  enemy  crossed, 
flanked,  formed  the  tine  ami  advanced  steadily  on, 
which  compelled  the'uvtiii cry,  and  battalion  ol  rifle- 
men to  give  way,  aficr  which  m buy  Pinkney  was 
severely  wounded.  Me  exerted  himself  to  rail}-  his 
m*n,  H-ud  succeeded  at  a small  distance  in  toe  rear 
of  his  first  position,  and  united  with  tiie  fifi.li  Balti- 
more regiment. 

It  appears  from  reports  of  several  officers,  Stans- 
bury, Pinkney,  Law,  Sterret,  £cc.  that  the  command 
of  general  Stansbun  was  3 or  400  yards  in  the  rear 
of  the  battery,  and  m -j.  Pinkney’s  riflemen  and 
some  other  sm*li  corps  to  the  left  of  the  battery;- 
• f course  this  small  party  had  to  fight  with  tiie 
whole  force  of  the  enemy  until  they  retired,  and 
enemy  occupied  the  ground  llu-v  left  without 
iiny  considerable  resistance,  as  the  enemy  marched 
on  without  halting  after  the  bridge  was  passed. 
Capt.  Burch  and  colonel  Sterrett  where  about  the 
same  distance,  when  cob  Sterrett  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance to  support  tiie  first  line.  One  of  tiie  pieces 
of  artillery  was  abandoned,  but  spiked  previously. 
The  enemy  soon  took  advantage  of  the  trees  of  an 
orchard  which  was  occupied  or  held  by  the  force 
which  had  just  retreated  and  kept  up  a galling  fir- 
on  part  of  our  line.  Captain  Burch’s  artillery  and  a 
a small  detachment  near  it  now  opened  u cross  fire 
upon  the  enemy.  Coi.  Sterrett,  with  tiie  fifth  Uul- 
timoiv  regiment,  was  ordered  lo  advance,  ai  d 
made  a prompt  movement  until  ordered  t<>  hal:,  as 
at  this  movement  tiie  rockets  assuming  a more  ho- 
rizontal direction  and  passing  near  the  heads  of  co- 
lonels Schultz  ami  Rigan’s  regiment,  the  right 
gave  way,  which  was  followed  in  a few  minutes  b\ 
a general  flight  of  the  two  regiments,  in  defiance  of 
all  the  exertions  of  genera  is  Winder,  Sumshury  and 
other  officers  Burch’*  arblicry  mi  the  5th  legi- 
ment  remained  with  firmness:  the  orchard  obstructed 
their  fire;  'but  notwithstanding,  the  enemy’s  light 
troops  were,  for  a moment,  driven  back  by  them, 
the  enemy  hiving  gained  the  right  fl.mk,  of  tiie  fifth.; 
wnich  exposed  ir,  Burch’s  artillery  and  colonel 
Sterret,  who  commanded  the  fifth,  were  ordered  by 
general  Winder  to  retreat,  with  a view  of  forming 
:u  a small  dh-fancc  in  d e i ear;  but,  instead  of  re- 
tiring in  Oider,  the  fifdi,  like  the  other  two  reg’;- 
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ments  under  general  Stansbury,  in  a very  few  mi- 
nutes were  retreating  in  disorder  and  confusion, 
notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  col.  Sterret  to  pre- 
vent it.  From  reports  of  various  officers  exertions 
were  made  to  rally  the  men  and  to  bring  them  again 
to  the  battle,  which  partly  succeeded  in  the  first 
instance,  but  ultimately,  and  in  a short  time,  all  at- 
tempts were  vain,  and  the  forces  routed;  and  the 
first  line,  together  with  the  horse,  were  totally  rout- 
ed and  retreated  in  a road  which  forked  in  three  di- 
rections; one  branch  led  by  liock  Creek  Church,  to 
Tan  ley  Town  and  Montgomery  court  house,  anodier 
led  to  George  Town  and  a third  to  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington. It  does  not  appear  that  any  movement  was 
made  or  attempted  by  the  cavalry  or  horsemen,  al 
taougd  the  enemy  to  the  lef  were  in  open  and  scat- 
tered order,  as  they  pursued  or  pressed  upon  our 
lines,  and  a most  fortunate  moment  presented  itself 
for  a charge  of  cavalry  and  horsemen. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  observe,  that  general 
Winder  states  his  exertions  to  direct  the  retreating 
line  to  the  Capitol,  with  a view  of  rallying.  Tills 
intention  is  corroborated  by  col.  Sterret;  but  it  ap- 
pears that  this  determination  was  not  generally  un- 
derstood by  the  officers  or  men.  Colonel  Kramer, 
posted  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  in  advance  oi 
commodore  Barney,  was  next  drawn  from  his  posi- 
tion after  having  maintained  his  ground  with  consi- 
derable injury  to  the  enemy,  and  retreated  upon  the 
command  of  colonels  Beall  and  Hood,  on  a command 
ing  eminence  to  the  right.  After  the  retreat  of  the 
Jrunlia  under  colonel  Kramer  from  his  first  position, 
the  enemy’s  column  in  the  road  was  exposed  to  an 
animated  discharge  from  major  Peter’s  artillery, 
which  continued  until  they  came  in  contact  with 
commodore  Barney:  here  the  enemy  met  the  great- 
est resistance  and  sustained  the  greatest  loss,  ad- 
vancing upon  our  retreating  line.  When  the  enemy 
came  in  full  view,  and  in  a heavy  column  in  the 
main  road,  commodore  Barney  ordered  an  18  poun- 
der to  be  opened  upon  them,  which  completely 
cleared  the  road,  scattered  and  repulsed  the  enemy 
for  a moment.  In  several  attempts  to  rally  and  ad- 
vance, the  enemy  was  repulsed,  which  induced  him 
to  flank  to  the  right  of  our  lines  in  an  open  field  — 
Here  captain  Miller  opened  upon  him  with  the  three 
12  pounders,  and  the  flotilla  men  acting  as  infantry, 
with  considerable  effect.  The  enemy  continued 
flanking  to  the  right  and  pressed  upon  the  command 
of  colonels  Beall  and  Hood,  which  give  way  after 
three  or  four  rounds  of  ineffectual  fire,  at  a consi- 
derable distance  from  die  enemy,  while  colonel  Beall 
and  other  officers  attempted  to  rally  the  men  on  this 
high  position.  The  enemy  very  soon  gained  the 
flank  and  even  the  rear  of  the  right  of  the  second 
line.  Commodore  Barney,  captain  Miller  and  some 
other  officers  of  his  command  being  wounded,  his 
ammunition  waggons  having  gone  off  in  the  disorder 
and  that  which  the  marines  and  flotilla  men  had  be;.»g 
exhausted;  in  this  situation  a retreat  was  ordered 
by  commodore  Barney,  who  fell  himself  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  second  line  was  not  exactly  connected,  but 
posted  in  advantageous  positions  in  connection  with 
and  supporting  each  other.  The  command  of  ge- 
neral Smith,  including  the  Georgetown  and  city  mi- 
litia, still  remained  in  order  and  firm  without  any 
part  having  given  away,  as  well  as  the  command  of 
3 ieut.  col.  Scott  of  the  regulars,  and  some  other  : 
corps.  The  enemy’s  light  troops  hud  in  the  mean 
time  advanced  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and  had 
gained  aline  parallel  with  Smith’s  command,  and 
m endeavoring  to  turn  the  flank,  colonel  Brent  was 
placed  in  a position  calculated  to  prevent  it;  the 
&nemy  also  advanced  and  came  wjthin  long  shot 


of  part  of  colonel  Magruder’s  command,  which 
opened  a partial  fire,  hut  without  much  effeci. 
and  at  this  moment  and,  in  this  situation  general 
Winder  ordered  the  whole  of  the  troops,  then  sta- 
tionary, to  retreat,  which  was  effected  with  as  much 
order  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  occasion 
would  permit:  these  troops  after  retreating  5 or 
600  paces,  were  halted  and  formed,  but  were  again 
ordered  to  retreat  by  general  Winder.  General 
Winder  then  gave  orders  to  collect  and  form  the. 
troops  on  the  heights  west  of  the  turnpike  gate, 
about  one  mile  and  a half  from  the  capitol,  which 
order  was  in  part  executed,  and  the  forces  formed 
by  general  Smith  and  the  other  officers,  when  col. 
George  Minor  came  up  with  his  regiment  of  Virgi- 
nia volunteers,  and  united  his  forces  with  general 
Smith’s  command,  having  been  detained,  as  be- 
fore stated,  in  obtaining  arms,  ammunition,  &c.; 
but,  while  in  the  act  of  forming,  general  Winder, 
gave  orders  to  retire  to  the  capitol,  with  an  expecta- 
tion of  being  united  with  the  troops  of  the  first  line. 
Col.  Minor  was  ordered  to  taka  a certain  position  and 
disposition,  and  cover  the  retreat  of  all  the  forces 
by  remaining  until  all  had  marched  for  the  capitol. 
The  troops  were,  again  halted  at  the  capitol  while, 
general  Winder  was  in  conference  with  colonel  Mon- 
roe and  general  Armstrong. 

The  first  line  and  the  cavalry,  except  one  troop 
of  col.  Laval’s,  had  taken  a route  which  did  not 
bring  fhem  to  the  capitol ; the.  most  of  them  had 
proceeded  north  of  the  district  of  Columbia,  and 
others  dispersed  and  returned  home,  and  sought  re- 
freshment ip  the  country.  The  commanding  general 
represented  the  diminution  of  his  force,  the  disper- 
sion of  a large  portion  of  it,  the  want  of  discipline, 
the  great  fatigue  of  the  troops,  and  believed  that  it 
would  be  impossibly  to  make  effectual  resistance  to 
the  invasion  of  the  city ; nor  did  he  think  it  would 
be  proper  to  attempt  to  defend  the  'capitol,  the 
troops  being  without  provisions,  and  which  would 
leave  every  cither  part  of  the  city  to  the  mercy  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  prospect  of  losing  his  army. — ■ 
In  this  consultation  the  secretaries  of  state  and  war, 
it  appears,  concurred  in  their  views  with  general 
Winder,  and  advised  him  to  retire  and  rally  the 
troops  upon  the  heights  of  Georgetown  ; this  pro- 
duced an  order  for  the  whole  forces  to  retreat  from 
capitol  hill  through  Georgetown.  On  receiving  this, 
order  the  troops  evinced  the  deepest  anguish,  and 
that  order  which  had  been  previously  maintained 
was  destroyed.  General  Smith  in  his  report  uses 
this  language— 1 *f when  the  order  for  a retreat  from 
capitol  hill  was  received,  the  troops  evinced  an  an- 
guish beyond  the  power  of  language  to  express.” — 
Tnq  troops  were  halted  at  Tenleytown,  and  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  collect  them  together,  which 
only  partially  succeeded.  Some  returned  home  ; 
some  went  in  pursuit  of  refreshments,  and  those 
that  halted  gave  themselves  up  to  the  uncontrolled 
feelings  which  fatigue,  exhaustion,  privation  and 
disappointment  produced.  The  force  thus  collected 
were  marched  about  five  miles  up  the  Potemac,  and 
early  in  the  morning,  Thursday  the  25th,  orders 
were  given  to  assemble  the  troops  at  Montgomery 
court-house.  Gen.  Winder  seems  to  have  taken  this 
position  with  a view  to  collect  his  forces,  and  to  in- 
terpose for  the  protection  of  fJaUipiore,  in  case  the 
enemy  marched  upon  it,  as  was  anticipated  by  him. 
On  the  23d,  general  Winder  despatched  an  order  to 
the  commanding  officer  at  fort  Washington  to  place 
patroles  on  every  road  leading  to  the  garrison  ; and 
upon  the  event  of  his  being  taken  in  the  rear  of  the 
fort,  to  blow  it  up  and  retire  across  the  river.  On 
the  26th,  the  army  at  Montgomery  took  up  the  line 
of  march  about  ten  o’clock  towards  Baltimore  ; gen. 
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Winder  proceeded  on  to  Baltimore, 
gen.  Smith’s  brigade  marched  to  this  district. 

The  distance  from  Benedict  to  the  city  ot  Wash 
ington,  by  Bladensburg,  is  upwards  of  fifty  miles. 


On  the  27tb,|  to  Montgomery  court  house,  to  join  the  main  army. 

The  enemy,  on  the  evening  of  the  25th,  made  the 
greatest  exertions  to  leave  the  city  of  Washington. 
They  had  about  40  indifferent  looking  horses,  10  or 


The  enemy  was  without  baggage  waggons  or  means  12  carts  and  waggons,  one  ox  cart,  one  coach,  and 
of  transportation  ; his  troops  much  exhausted  with  | several^  gigs; 


fatigue  ; many  compelled  to  quit  the  ranks,  and 
lraorditiary  exertions  used  to  keep  others  in  motion 


these  were  sent  to  Iiladensburg  to 
l move  the  wounded;  a drove  of  6o  or  70  cattle  pre- 
! ceded  this  party.  Arriving  at  Bludensburg,  the 


and  as  if  unable  to  pursue  our  forces,  remained  on  i British  surgeon  was  ordered  to  select  the  wounded 
the  battle  ground  : the  enemy’s  advance  reached  the  | who  could  walk;  the  40  horses  were  mounted  by  those 


the  battle  liav-j  who  could  ride; 


the  carts  and  waggons  loaded,  and 
wounded  left  behind.  About  12 


city  about  3 o’clock  in  the  evening.  t 

ing  ended  about  2 o’clock,  or  before.  The  main  upwards  ot  90  __ 

body  of  the  enemy  remained  cn  the  heights  west  of  o'clock  at  night,  the  British  army  passed  through 
the  turnpike  gate.  | Bludensburg;  and  parties  continued  until  morning. 

Doctor  Catlett,  the  superintending  surgeon,  who  - and  stragglers  until  after  mid-day.  The  retreat  of 
was  admitted  to  attend  upon  the  wounded ; and  who  | the  enemy  to  his  shipping  was  precipitate  and  appa- 
passed  through  the  enemy’s  camps  and  remained  atlrcntly  under  an  alarm,  and  it  is  supposed  that  it 
iiladensburg  until  the  city  was  evaciuited,  had  the!  was  known  to  him  that  our  forces  had  marched  to 
best  opportunity  of  estimating  the  loss  on  both  sides, 
as  weU  as  a good  opportunity  to  ascertain  the  num- 
ber and  force  of  the  enemy.  His  estimate  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

Of  the  enemy.— On  capital  hill,  700;  turnpike 
hill,  2000;  wounded  at  Bladensburg,  300;  atten- 
dants, 300  ; wounded  and  attendants  in  the  city  of 


Montgomery  court-house. 

Tiie  lion.  Richard  Rush,  gen.  Stansbury,  major 
Wm.  Pinkney,  Dr.  Catlett,  and  Mr.  Law',  ail  remark, 
tiiat  general  Winder  was  active  and  zealous;  encou- 
raged the  men  and  exposed  himself,  and  acted  as  a 
man  of  firmness  during  the  engagement,  and  endea- 

^ _ vored  to  rally,  with  other  officers,  the  lines  as  they 

Washington,  60 ; killed  at  Bladensburg  and  the  city,  gave  way. 

130;  total  force,  3540.  This  statement  is  corrobo-  There  seems  to  be  a general  concurrence  of  state- 


rated  by  all  the  information  in  his  power,  beside 
his  own  observations.  Mr.  Law  estimated  the  ene- 
my, on  its  march,  at  500Q ; but  from  the  best  in- 
formation, his  estimate  would  be  about  4,500. — 
Col.  Monroe,  who  viewed  the  enemy  on  his  march, 
estimated  the  number  at  about  6000.  General  Win- 
der states  that  the  best  opinion  at  the  Wood  Yard, 
made  the  enemy  from  5 to  7000.  Our  forces , are 
variously  estimated  ; and,  indeed,  from  the  manner 
nf  collecting  them,  and  their  dispersion,  makes  it 
difficult  to  ascertain  the  number  with  perfect  accu- 
racy. General  Stansbury  represents  colonel  Ragan’s 
regimental  550;  go.  Schulz’s  regiment  at  SU0  ; 
colonels  Beall’s  and  Hood’s  at  800  ; colonel  Sterret’s 
regiment  at  500;  major  Pmkney?s  command,  inclu- 
ding two  companies  of  artillery,  300:  making  2953. 
But  general  Winder  estimates  colonel  Beall,  6 or 
700;  deduct  100,  this  leaves  2853.  To  which  add 
the  command  of  general  Smith,  and  militia  that 
united  with  him  at  the  Wood-yard,  Battalion  Old 
fields,  the  regulars  under  lieutenant-colonel  Scott, 
Barney’s  command,  the  cavalry,  &c.  3200;  making* 
an  aggregate  number  of  6053.  Besides  this  force, 
several  detachments  are  spoken  of  by  general  Win 
der’s  officers,  not  known,  amounting  to  several 
hundred.  But  as  a small  detachment  was  left  at  the 
Eastern  Branch  bridge,  others,  particularly  some  of 
the  cavalry,  were  on  detachment,  reconnoitering, 
&,c.  the  number  of  our  forces  may  be  estimated  at 
least  6000,  including  about  twenty  pieces  of  artillery, 
two  18-pounders,  three  twelves,  and  the  others  six- 
pounders.  Our  loss  on  the  field  of  battle,  killed,  is 
estimated,  by  the  superintending  surgeon,  at  ten  or 
twelve,  and  the  wounded,  some  of  whom  died,  at 
about  thirty.  Gen.  Winder’s  official  report  estimate 
our  loss  at  about  thirty  killed  and  fifty  wounded. 

The  probable  estimate  of  British  forces  on  the 
24th  August;  Total,  4,500.  Killed  at  Bladensburg 
and  in  the  city,  180;  wounded  at  both  places,  300. 
American  forces,  6,000.  Killed,  20;  wounded  40; 
besides  the  regiment  under  colonel  Minor,  600  in- 
fantry and  100  horse,  which  met  the  retreat  on  the 
west  of  the  turnpike  gate;  and  general  Young’s  bri- 
gade, about  500,  which  was  ordered  to  remain  on 
the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  about  twelve  miles  from 
Jhe  city  of  Washington,  until  the  evening  of  the  24th, 
>vhen  he  crossed  over  to  Alexandria,  and  proceeded 


ment;  that  our  forces  were  mucii  fatigued,  and  worn 
down  with  marching,  counter-marching,  and  their 
strength  much  exhausted,  during  their  service,  by 
remaining  under  arms  much  of  the  night,  as  well  as 
the  day,  by  false  alarms,  and  otherwise.  Nor  does 
it  appear,  that  it  was  generally  known,  among  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  first  line,  that  the  forces 
from  from  the  city  were  formed  beliiud  in  the  second 
line,  to  meet  the  enemy  and  support  them.  This 
statement  is  made  by  gen.  Stansbury,  m..jor  Wm. 
Pinknej',  and  some  other  officers  of  the  first  line. 

RECAPITULATION. 

This  statement  of  facts  has  brought  the  commit- 
tee to  a recapitulation  of  some  of  the  prominent  cir- 
cumstances in  this  part  of  the  transaction.  With- 
out entering  into  the  consideration  of  the  means  in 
the  power  of  the  administration,  and  the  equal 
claims  of  every  part  of  the  extensive  maritime  and 
territorial  frontier  of  the  United  Stales,  in  propor- 
tion to  its  importance  and  exposure,  to  defensive 
measures,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
means  authorised  for  the  security  of  the  10th  mili- 
tary district  by  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
in  a cabinet  council  of  the  1st  of  July,  .vere  ample 
and  sufficient  as  to  the  extent  of  the  force,  and  sea- 
sonable as  to  the  time,  when  the  measures  were  au- 
thorised. On  the  2nd  of  July  the  10th  military  dist- 
inct was  constituted,  and  the  command  given  to  gen. 
Winder.  On  the  4lh  of  July  the  requisition  upon 
the  states  for  93,500  men  was  made.  On  the  14 1 li 
of  July  the  governors  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  requisition  of  the 
4tlq  and  promised  promptitude.  About  the  10th  of 
July  the  governor  of  Maryland  was  served  with  the 
requisition,  and  took  measures  to  designate  a corps 
of  6,000  men,  the  whole  quota  from  that  state.  On 
the  12th  of  July  gen.  Winder  was  authorised,  in  case 
of  menaced  or  actual  invasion,  to  call  into  service 
the  whole  quota  of  Maryland.  On  the  17th  general 
Winder  was  authorised  to  call  into  actual  service 
not  less  than  2 nor  more  than  3,000  of  the  drafts 
assigned  to  his  command,  to  form  a permanent  force 
to  be  stationed  in  some  central  position  between 
Baltimore  and  the  city  of  Washington.  On  the 
same  day,  17th  of  July,  gen.  Winder  was  authorised 
to  call  on  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  for  5,000  men; 
on  Virginia,  2,000;  on  the  militia  of  the  district  of 
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Columbia,  in  a disposable  slate,  2,000;  together 
With  «ic  6,000  from  Maryland,  making  an  aggregate 
force  of  15,000  drafted  militia,  3,000  of  which  au- 
thorised to  be  called  into  actual  service,  the  residue 
in  c*sc;  of  actual  or  menaced  invasion,  besides  the 
regular  troops  estimated  at  1,000  making  16,000, 
pendent  of  marines  and  flotilla  men.  This  w*s 
the  iruasure  of  defence  conlempLted  for  the  military 
district  No.  10,  and  he  measures  taken  by  tiie  war 
department  up  to  the  17tli  of  July,  in  execution  of  it. 

In  relation  to  the  collection  of  this  force  several' 
unfortunate  circumstances  intervened  to  produce  a 
great  turd  manifest  failure  lat,  on  the  17di  of  July 
gen.  Winder  was  authorised,  in  consequence  of  his 
own  suggestions  and  in  conformity  to  the  wishes  of 
the  president,  to  call  into  actual  service  as  many  ns- 
3, (TO,  «td  not  leas  limn  2,000  of  the  drafts,  under 
the  requisition  of  riic  4th  of  July,  assigned  for  the. 
operations  of  his  district,  as  a permanent  corps  and 
rallying  point  with  his  other  forces  in  a central  po- 
sition as  before  stated,  to  protect  Baltimore,  the 
city  of  Washington,  &c.  in  case  of  invasion.  Gen. 
Winder  upon  the  receipt  of  this  authority,  proceed- 
ed direct  to  Annapolis,  and  made  this  requisition 
up  mi  governor  of  Maryland  for  the  actual  ser- 
vice of  3000  men;  and  on  the  23d  of  July,  3?  days 
previous  to  the  battle  of  Bhtfenshurg,  geo.  Windier 
informs  the  secretary  of  wav,  that  the  arrangement 
for  the  force  had  been  mule,  orders  had  issued  ami 
li  lade  ns  burg  fixed  as  the  place  of  rendezvous;  and 
encourages  expectation  that  the  collection  of  She 
force  would  be  prompt  and  certain.  On  the  27th, 
the  governor  of  Maryland  informs  the  secretary  of 
war  that  measures  had  been  taken  to  comply  with 
the  requisition  of  the  4th  of  July,  and  his  orders 
had  issued  calling  into  actual  service  3,500  men,  to 
t£u  hzvou.i  at  BUulensburg,  to  comply  with  the  de- 
mand of  gen.  Winder,  in  conformity  to  die  wishes 
of  the  president.  In  the  mean  time  S’tansbtuy’s 
brigade  i i ad  been  called  into  service  at  Baltimore, 
on  account  of  the  alarm  about  the  15th  of  July,  by 
the  secretary  of  war,  and  altfio’  this  force  consti- 
tuted a part  of  the  Maryland  quota  of  six  thousand, 
by  the  consent  of  the  secretary  of  war,  it  was  to 
make  no  part  of  the  3,000  to  be  called  into  actual 
jse;vice  for  the  purposes  mentioned 

To  form  a correct  estimate  of  this  failure-,  which 
did  not  bring  as  many  hundred  men  into  the  field,  in, 
the  words  of  gen.  Winder,  it  may  be  proper  to  state 
that  at  all  times  the  marines,  flotilla  men  and  regu- 
lar troops,  including  the  different  garrisons,  amount- 
ed to  upwards  of  1,000  men.  The  militia  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  amounted  to  2000  men.  These 
were  always  in  a disposable  state,  and  acknowledg- 
ed by  gr-eral  Winder,  in  his  letter  of  the  23d  to  be 
almost  as  citieient  as  if  in  actual  service,  and  the 
event  proved  this  to  be  correct.  The  disposable 
force  at  Baltimore,  including  Stansbury’s  brigade, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  2,000  men,  as  tiie  event 
proved,  making-  an  efficient  force  of  at  least  8,000 
men,  if  the  call  for  3000  had  been  complied  with. 
To  tins  add  tiie  designated  force  assigned  to  the 
lOih  military  district,  and  the  force  to  be  raised  on 
the  spur  of  the  occasion  by  calls  upon  the  militia 
and  population  of  the  country  en  masse,  and  whose 
disposition  is  always  operated  upon  more  or  less  in 
proportion  to  the  prospect  of  success.  On  the  13lh 
of  August,  21  days  after  the  secretary  of  war  was 
informed  that  this  arrangement  had  been  made,  gen. 
Winder  advises  him  that  there  would  be  almost  a 
total  failure  in  relation  to  the  call  for  3000  men, 
and  as  a temporary  remedy  proposes  the  acceptance 
of  certain  stale  troops  supposed  to  be  about  1,000, 
under  colonels  Beall  and  Hood,  then  in  service  at 
Annapolis,  which  was  authorized;  and  these  troops 


■eniv  to  t i b tile  ground,  as  before  stated,  about 
one  half  hour  before  the  action  on  the  24:  h of  Aug. 
The  reasons  which  operated  to  produce  this  failure 
have  been  detailed,  and  there  can  be  no  object  in 
having  thorn  repeated,  as  the  committee  do  not  con- 
sider it  a duty  to  discuss  the  merits  of  those  consi- 
derations. * 

2dly.  On  the  17th  of  July,  the  secretary  of  war, 
by  letter,  authorized  the  commanding  general  to 
call  on  Pennsylvania  for  5000  men;  on  Virginia  tor 
2,000  men,  &c.  as  before  stated.  This  letter  was 
noi  received  by  gen.  Winder  until  about  the  8th  of 
August,  as  appears  by  his  correspondence  with  the 
governor  of  Pennsylvania,  after  a lapse  of  about  23 
days.  In  explaining  the  delay  in  the  receipt  of  this 
ietter,  gvn. Winder  says  it  originated  from  Ins  being 
in  coolant  motion  in  traversing  and  examining  the  si- 
tuation and  various  military  posit  ions  of  his  command, 
and  the  letter  had  gone  the  circuit  with 'him  without 
having  received  it.  it  is  impossible  for  the  com- 
mittee to  say  what  particular  influence  this  circumy 
stance  had  upon  the  collection  of  the  troops:  and  it 
may  be  proper  here  to  state,  that  the  difficulties 
explained  in  relation  to  the  militia  laws  of  Penn- 
sylvania had  no  bearing  upon  the  failure  of  our  arms, 
as  no  specific  call  was  made  upon  that  state  till  the 
17th  of  August,  when  one  regiment  was  demanded, 
and  on  tiie  18th  the  whole  5,000  were  demanded;" 
but  this  requisition  was  not  received  by  the  gover- 
nor of  Pennsylvania  until  the  evening  of  the  23d, 
at  which  time  tile  Pennsylvania  detachment  had 
been  designated  under  the  requisition  of  the  4th 
and  ready  for  the  call  which  was  made  upon  it. 

3diy.  The  unfortunate  circumstances  which  de- 
layed the  aiming  of  a Virginia  regiment  un- 
der col.  George  Minor,  consisting  of  600  infantry 
*.nd  100  hors*,  who  arrived  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington late  on  the  evening  of  the  23d.  Col.  Minor 
called  on  the  secretary  of  war,  after  early  candle 
light,  for  orders.  Col.  Curberry  had  been  charged 
with  supplying  the  various  corps  with  arms,  ammu- 
nition. &.c.  Colonel  Minor  wxis  directed  to  report 
himself  to  col.  Carljerry  early  next  morning,  v.  ho 
would  furnish  him.  Col.  Minor  was  in  pursuit  of  col. 
Curberry  from  very  early  in  the  morning  until  late 
in  the  forenoon,  without  finding  him;  and  after  ob- 
taining an  order  from  general  Winder,  marched  his 
regiment  to  Green  leaf’s  Point  to  the  arsenal  and  ma- 
gazine; where  he  again  met  with  difficulties  as  be- 
fore stated,  which  delayed  his  march  and  prevented 
him  from  being  in  the  action.  Having  made  this 
recapitulation  of  facts,  the  military  question  is  pre- 
sented for  consideration:  and  having  furnished  the 
most  ample  means  to  the  house,  to  form  correct 
opinions  on  this  part  of  tiie  enquiry,  and  as  most  of 
the  communications  from  military  characters  enter 
more  or  less  into  this  military  view,  the  committee 
take  it  for  granted  that  they-  have  discharged  their 
duty,  by  the  view  they  have  taken,  and  submit  this 
question  to  the  consideration  of  the  house. 

THE  NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 

As  it  regards  the  part  taken  bv  the  secretary  of 
the  navy,  including  tiie  destruction  of  the  navy  yard, 
&.c.  the  solicitude  of  the  president,  in  anticipation 
of  the  probable  designs  of  the  enemy  against  this 
city  and  the  adjacent  country,  induced  the  secretary 
of  the  navy  to  cause  three  12  pounders  to  be  mount- 
ed on  field  carriages,  and  completely  furnished  for 
field  service,  in  the  month  of  May  last,  and  the  ma- 
rines trained  to  act  as  infantry  or  artillery.  Previ- 
ous to  tiie  reinforcement  of  the  enemy  in  the  Patux- 
eni,  he  caused  to  be  mounted  two  long  eighteen 
pounders  on  field  carriages  and  prepared  lor,  field 
service,  to  be  given  to  corn.  Barney,  in  case  of  emer- 
gency, to  co-operate  with  the  land  forces;  and  coni- 
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Barney  was  instructed  to  prepare  for  this  eveutu 
^ervic  in  c -.se  he  uud  to  .untidon  ins  flotilla.  O 
the  18th  of  August,  the  secretary  received  the  fi 
intelligence  of  the  reinforcement  oi  Uie  enemy;  the 
dav  on  which  they  landed  at  Benedict.  Commodore 
Barney  was  ordered  <o  destroy  nis  flotilla  whenever 
it  appeared  certain  it  would  otherwise  be  captured, 
and  to  unite  and  co-operate  with  wic  forces  under 
the  command  of  general  \V  nder.  Letters  we  in  des- 
patched to  commodore  Rodgers  and  capt.  Rorier, 
with  orders  to  repair  with  their  forces  towards  the 
city  of  Washington,  with  the  utmost  expedition. 
With  every  exertion,  com.  Rodgers  was  unable  to 
reach  the  city  by  the  24m.  The  enemy  entered  our 
waters  on  the  16th;  it  was  known  m tliis  city  on  the 
18th;  marched  from  Benedict  on  the  2Uih;  and  cater- 
ed  the  city  on  the  24th;  and  left  it  precipitately  on 
the  25th.  * The  secretary  of  the  n.ivy  cail-.d  on  gen. 
Winder  on  the  20th;  pointed  out  thevoimueer  me- 
chanics of  the  navy  yard,  then  in  his  army,  who 
were  good  axe-men,  and  would  act  with  ei»ect  as 
pioneers.  It  was  understood  that  a large  s;  : (Iron 
of  the  enemy’s  fleet  had  passed  the  principal  obsta- 
cle in  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac,  and.  was  as- 
cending to  co-operate  with  their  lanu  Ibices.  I .a 
secretary  of  the  n vy  expressed  solicitude  for  fori 
Washington,  and  proposed  to  throw  into  thai  fori 
the  marines  end  pari  of  the  seamen  for  its  defence: 
the  commanding  general  did  not  think,  it  expedient 
to  lessen  his  force  by  the  abstraction  ot  a part  so  ef- 
ficient us  the  marines  and  seamen. 

The  geovstaryof  the  navy  visited  the  navy  yard  on  the 
21 1-;  n^ uired  the  means  of  transportation  and  Uu;  as- 
sist nee  left  in  die  yard.  Tiie  mechanic*  of  ihe  yard 
had  oeen  wv  h the  army  from  lit?  firstaWuui:  4 officers 
and.  • tew  of  the  ordinary,  chiefly  l)l»cks,  renuuied; 
two  of  the  old  gun-boats,  ihe  only  cr  f for  U'*n  p - 
t -Mi.  The  waggons  of  this  Aistric.  had  baen  p 

ed  ,or  the  army;  and  ;..e  bl.cks  usually  in  the  mai- 
kjt  for  hire,  were  employed  at  the  works  at  Bla- 
den: burgh.  Orders,  were  given  for  every  means  of 
t an  /portal ion  to  be  used.  The  public  vessels  afloa; 
\v\.e  t:ie  new  sloop  of  war  Argus,  the  new  schooner 
Lrnx,  J barges  and  2 gun-boats.  On  the  hip,  the 
i'rig  ite  Columbia,  of  the  largest  class,  nearly  ready 
for  launching;  her  equipments  generally  nude  and 
and  ready,  or  in  great  forwardness.  Besides,  the 
buildings,  engines,  fixtures,  shop  furniture,  of  the 
several  mechanical  branches  in  the  navy  yard,  there 
were  about  100  Ions  of  cordage,  some  canvass,  con- 
sidir-tble  quantity  of  saltpetre,  copper,  ir-n.  lead, 
block  tin,  naval  and  military  stores,  implements, 
and  fixed  ammunition,  with  a variet  y of  manufactur- 
ed .-tAicles  in  all  the  branches;  1743  b’ois.  of  beef  and 
pork,  279  bbls.  of  whiskey,  some  plank  and  timber. 

The  secretary  states,  that  he  hau  no  means  lef  t io 
transport  the  sloop  Argus,  to  a place  of  safely,  m hi 
opinion  if  the  enemy  took  possession  of  the  city. 
He  ordered  the  barges  to  the  Lb  tie  F .lls.  On  the 
morning  of  the  24tii  the  secretary  visited  the  head 
quarters  of  general  Winder,  ne  r the  Eastern  Brunch 
bridge.  The  president  and  some  of  the  heads  of 
d .).  rtments  were  present.  The  secretary  of  the 
n v.  presented  to  the  president  the  consideration  of 
the  navy  yard,  in  presence  of  toe  secretaries  of  war 
an  i-vasury.  The  public  vessels  and  public  pr  >- 
psrty  were  described;  the  importance  of  the  sup 
pbes  and  shipping  to  the  enemy;  and  no  doubi 
seemed  to  be  entertained  of  the  union  of  the  squ  :d- 
roi  and  t .e  - and  forces,  hould  die  - neniy  succeed  in  - 
lh-  capture  of  the  city  of  Washington,  gen.  Winder 
I av  g distinctly  stated  that  morning  that,  fort 
V*  ashington  couhl  not  be  defended.  In  this,  event 
nothing  couhl  be  more  clear  than  the  p under  and 
destruction  of  the  nubile  buildings  and  property  of 


the  navy  yard  ; and  whether  a junction  was  formed, 
or  the  l nd  forces  alone  ook  the  city,  the  loss  of 
the  navy  yard  ,nd  public  property  was  certain. — 
Upon  this  representation  Uie  secretary  of  the  navv, 
in  ins  report,  says,  it  wus  distinctly  understood,  :is 
the  result  ot  the  conversation,  that  the  public  ship- 
ping, naval  anil  ndlilaiy  stores,  and  provisions  at  the 
navy  y ard,  should  be  destroyed  in  the  event  ot  ihe 
enemy’s  obtaining  possession  of  the  citv.  it  appears 
th  it  the  art.cles  to  be  destroyed  were* in  store  :.n  t 
could  not  be  separated  from  those  establishments 
which  might  haw  been  left;  one  of  the  b.rges  was 
sent  to  Alexandria  and  remained  there  uuih  i„kwi 
by  the  enemy ; one  gun  boat,  with  salt  provisions, 
ha*  been  recovered,  the  other  was  laden  with  provi- 
sions and  gun-powder,  but  run  aground  and  was 
plundered  i>y  the  inhabitants  about  t lie  navy  raid. 
Tiu*  powder  and  part  of  the  provisions  have  been 
recovered.  The  new  schooner  Lynx  escaped  the 
H mes  and  remains  without  much  injury.  The  me- 
tallic articles  are  chiefly  all  saved,  and  tlie  timber 
in  dock  and  that  which  is  partially  consumed  will 
he  useful.  The  machinery  of  the  steam  engine  is 
not  much  injured  ; the  boiler  is  perfect,  'i  he  build- 
ings, with  Lite  exception  of  the  house  of  the  com- 
mandant, the  lieutenant  of  the  guards,  the  guard 
house,  the  gate  way,  and  one  other  building,  are  all 
destroyed;  the  walls  of  some  appear  entire.  The 
monument  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  naval 
heroes  who  fell  in  the  attack  upon  Ti  ipoli,  is  a ii;ile 
defaced.  The  issuing  store  of  the  yard  and  its  con- 
tents, winch  escaped  the  original  conflagration,  were 
destroyed  by  the  enemy  on  the  25th. 

Tiie  following  estimate  of  the  public  property 
and  buildings  is  the  most  accurate  that  tiie  commit- 
tee have  been  able  to  obtain,  and  which  to  them  is 
a*  satisfactory  and  as  accurate  as  tiie  nature  of  the 
i quiry  would  admit. 
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The  buildings  have  been  examined  by  order  of  a com- 
mittee oi  ihe  senate.  The  walls  ol'  the  eapUol  and 
preside  t.l’s  house  are  good,  ai  d require  repairs  only. 
The  wails  of  the  public  ollices  are  not  suiiice  n(.  it 
supposed  that  tin  sun;  el'  460,0(0  dollars  will  he 
si  flick  >:t  to  place  die  build, ii:|<s  in  tin:  situation  they 
w re  i-i  previous  to  their  (Instruction, 

Loss  sustained  at  me  imvjr  yum. 
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Tn  moveable  property. 

In  buildings  and  fixture*, 


Dolls.  969,171  04 

To  this  sum  must  be  added  tf»e  public  library,  esti- 
mated at 

An  estimate  of  the  expense  of  rebuilding  in  a plain 
and  substantial  manner,  tlie  navy  yard,  so  as  to  carry 
on  all  the  public  works  with  as  much  advantage  and 
convenience  as  previous  to  its  destruction,  62,370  00 


417,7-ii  5i  commanded,  and  requested  to  know  his  intention* 
in  regard  to  Alexandria  ; whish  he  proposed  to  com- 
municate when  he  should  come  opposite  the  town, 
but  promised  that  t lie  persons,  houses  and  furniture 
of  the  citizens  should  be  unmolested  if  he  met  with 
no  opposition.  Next  day,  the  29th,  the  British 
squadron  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  so  as  to 
command  the  whole  town.  There  w'ere  2 frigates, 
the  Seahorse,  38  guns,  and  EuryBus,  36  guns,  2 
rocket  ships  of  .18  guns  each,  2 bomb  ships  of  8 
guns  each,  and  a schooner  of  2 guns  arranged  along 
the  town.  The  committee  will  not  attempt  to  con- 
dense the  correspondence  and  terms  of  surrender, 
but  refer  to  it  as  part  of  the  report.  One  hour  wag 
allowed  the  corporation  to  decide.  It  was  stated  to 
the  British  officer  that  the  common  council  had  no 
power  to  compel  the  return  of  merchandize  carried 
to  the  country,  nor  to  compel  the  citizens  to  aid  in 
raising  the  sunken  vessels . these  two  points  were 
yielded  by  the  enemy.  The  enemy  was  requested  to 
explain  what  was  included  in  the  term  meichandize 
which  was  to  be  mken,  and  in  answer  it  was  stated 
that  it  would  embrace  such  as  was  intended  for  ex- 
portation, such  as  tobacco,  cotton,  flour,  bale  goods, 
Ike.  The  plunder  of  the  enemy  was  indiscriminate 
and  not  confined  to  any  particular  class  of  indivi- 
duals, and  included  alike  non-residents  and  jnhabi-r 
tants.  The  plunder  of  the  enemy  was  confined  prin- 
cipally to  flour,  cotton  and  tobacco. 

Estimate  of  the  loss  : 3 ships,  3 brigs,  several 
bay  and  river  craft,  some  vessels  burnt,  16,000  bar- 
rels flour  taken,  1,000  hogsheads  of.  tobacco,  150 
bales  of  cotton,  5,000  dollars  worth  of  wines,  su- 
gar, &c.  In  relation  to  a letter  written  by  admiral 
Codrington  to  capt.  Gordon,  the  committee  will  re- 
fer to  the  entire  letter  of  gen.  John  Mason,  who 
gives  a satisfactory  history  of  this  transaction  ; and 
«o  complete  this  part  of  the  subject,  reference  is 
had  to  the  statement  of  gen.  Hungerford,  giving 
the  movements  of  his  troops,  and  explains  the  in* 
terviews  he  had  with  the  deputation  from  Alexan- 
dria, on  his  march  to  the  city  of  Washington. 

Conclusion. — In  the  inquiry  into  the  causes  of 
the  success, of  the  enemy  in  his  recent  enterprizes 
against  this  metropolis  and  the  neighboring  town  of 
Alexandria,  &c.  the  committee  consulted  a mode 
of  investigation  least  embarrassing  to  themscolves 
and  to  others.  They  determined  that  as  it  was  in- 
dispensable to  resort  to  some  of  the  parties  for  in- 
formation, not  derivable  from  other  sources,  it 
would  be  equally  their  duty  to  hear  as  far  as  practi- 
who  were  deeply  concerned  as  to  charac- 


The  capture  of  Alexandria. 

In  relation  to  the  conduct  of  the  corporation  of 
Alexandria,  and  its  capture  by  the  enemy  in  his  re- 
« *nt  enterprises,  the  committee  have  been  furnished 
with  various  documents  and  information,  and  to 
which  the  committee  refer:  but  in  justice  to  the 
town  and  to  the  public,  a brief  retrospect  may  not 
be  deemed  improper,  as  connecting  certain  events 
with  the  surrender  of  that  town  on  the  29th  of  Au- 
gust. October,  1812,  a volunteer  company  was  rais- 
ed in  Alexandria,  amounting  to  about  70  including 
officer's,  clothed  by  voluntary  aid  and  donation  from 
•the  citizens  of  Alexandria ; intended  for  the  lines, 
but  stationed  at  Fort  Washington  ; remained  in  gar- 
rison till  December ; ordered  to  Annapolis,  and  there 
discharged-  March,  1813,  captain  Marstellar’s  com- 
pany of  artillery  stationed  at  Fort  Washington,  for 
upwards  of  three  months.  21st  of  March,  1813, 
corporation,  by  committee,  called  on  the  secretary  of 
war  for  arms,  &c.  for  the  defenoe  of  Alexandria.  8th 
of  May,  corporation,  by  committee,  waited  upon  the 
president  to  apprize  him  of  the  defenceless  state  of 
the  town  : president  acknowledged  that  attention 
was  due  to  the  representations  of  respectable  men, 
and  the  proper  attention  should  be  given,  and  at  the 
same  time  apprized  the  committee  of  the  impossi- 
bility, in  the  nature  of  things,  to  give  complete  pro- 
jection to  every  assailable  point  of  the  country. 

11th  of  May,  committee  of  vigilance  appointed  to 
,co  operate  with  the  committee  of  Georgetown  and 
the  city  of  Washington : a deputation  from  the 
three  committees  waited  upon  general  Armstrong, 
and  represented  the  necessity  of  additional  fortifi- 
cations at  Fort  Washington : Col.  Wadsworth  was 
ordered  to  attend  the  committee,  examine  and  re- 
port. upon  their  suggestions,  The  examination  was 
made,  and  colonel  Wadsworth  reported  that  the 
battery  at  Fort  Washington  was  jn  such  a state,  and 
it  so  effectually  commanded  the  channel  of  the  Po- 
tomac, that  it  was  not  to  be  apprehended  that  the 
.enemy  would  attempt  to  pass  it  while  its  present  de- 
fences remain  entire.  Its  elevate  ! situation  should 
prevent  dread  of  a cannonading  from  ships  ; that  in 
case  of  designs  against  the  District  of  Columbia,  an  J cable  thosj 
assault  by  land  was  most  probable  ; to  guard  against  ter  and  reputation,  from  the  agency  they  had  in  this 

unfortunate  transaction,  with  a determination,  that 
in  the  event  of  any  contradictions  in  material  cir- 
cumstances, to  resort  to  impartial  sources  for  ex- 


this  some  inconsiderable  work  on  the  land  was  re 
commended  ; an  additional  fort  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood was  considered  unnecessary.  On  the  5th 
and  l.'uh  of  August,  1814,  the  corporation  loaned  to  { pianation  or  correction.  In  the  mean  time  the  com- 
t!ie  U.  States  35,000  dollars,  upon  condition  that  it  mittee  called  upon  those  who  may  be  considered  as 
should  be  expended  south  of  Alexandria.  After  the  1 impartial  observers  for  statements,  that  a just  corn- 
defeat  of  Gen.  Winder  at  Bladensburg,  the  corpora- j parison  might  be  made  of  different  allegations  and 
t ion,  by.  committee,  waited  upon  the  British  com- 1 representations.  If,  therefore,  the  committee  have 
jnander  at  this  city,  to  know  what  treatment  was  to  ! failed  to  call  upon  persons  in  possession  of  any  addi- 
be  expected  provided  Alexandria  should  fall  into  tional  facts  and  views  not  submitted,  it  has  not  been 
bis  hands.  Admiral  Cockburn  assured  the  deputa- 1 through  a want  of  inclination  to  receive  all  that 
tion  that  private  property  would  be  respected  ; that  [ could  be  important,  but  from  a want  of  a know- 
probably  some  fiesli  provisions  and  flour  might  be  j ledge  of  such  persons  and  such  facts.  It  was  a 
wanted,  but  they  should  be  paid  for.  Without  firing ! question  with  the  committee  at  its  earliest  meeting, 
a gun,  on  the  27lii,  Fort  Washington  was  blown  up  j whether  personal  examinations  before  the  committee 
and  abandoned  by  the  commanding  officer,  captain1  should  be  adopted,  or  whether  resort  should  be  had, 
Dyson,  who  has  been  dismissed  from  the  service  of;  in  the  first  instance,  to  call  for  written  communicu- 
the  United  States  by  a sentence  of  a court  martial,  i lions  or  to  views  and  interrogatories  submitted  by 
in  consequence  of  it.  j the  committee,  and  best  calculated  to  extract  every 

On  the  28th,  after  the  enemy’s  squadron  passed  important  fact.  Several  considerations  induced  the 
fhe  fort,  the  corporation,  by  deputation,  proceeded ! adoption  of  the  latter  mode. 

to  the  ship' commanded  by  captain  Gordon,  who  I It  gave  the  committee  command  of  part  of  fliei'e 
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lime  to  attend  to  other  public  duties  equally  impe-1 
rious  tuff  obligatory.  It  incurred  no  expense  to  go- 
vernment or  individuals,  who  were  not  interrupted 
in  either  their  private  concerns  or  public  duties. 
The  committee  knew  the  anxiety  of  the  house  to 
have  this  inquiry  closed  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
which,  by  a different  course,  would  have  taken  up 
the  whole  of  the  session,  and  encumbered  with  ntoie 
useless  an<l  irrevalent  matter  and  views  than  will  be 
found  in  the  communications.  The  committee  Feel 
therefore  confident,  that  the  house  will  be  satisfied 
with  the  manner  in  which  the  subject  has  been  de- 
veloped ; and  to  correct  any  possible  error,  and  to 
receive  any  important  fact  or  additional  matter,  al- 
though it  is  not  very  probable  that  much  'can  remain, 
the  committee  will  ask  leave  to  report  with  a reser- 
vation of  a right  to  make  any  other  communication 
that  may  be  found  necessary  to  an  impartial  exami- 
nation of  this  subject. 

APPENDIX. 

In  addition  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  in  order 
to  give  a more  satisfactory  view  and  detail  upon 
the  main  subjects  of  inquiry,  and  variety  of  inci- 
dental matter  which  has  arisen  from  the  investi- 
gation, the  following  communications  are  refer- 
red to  as  an  appendix  : 

1st,  In  relation  to  the  measures  adopted  by  admi- 
nistration, and  the  part  taken  by  the  president  and 
the  heads  of  departments,  the  committee  refers  to 
the  letters  from  the  secretaries  of  state,  war,  navy, 
and  the  attorney  general ; one  is  also  expected  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  which  shall  be  commu- 
nicated when  received. 

2.  In  relation  to  the  steps  taken  and  measures  a- 
dopted  by  the  secretary  of  war,  the  committee  re- 
fers to  the  correspondence  with  the  commanding 
general,  the  governors  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,! 
and  Virginia,  the  letter  of  colonel  Tayloe,  two  re- 
ports from  the  ordnance  office,  as  to  arms,  military 
stores,  & c. 

3.  The  conduct  of  the  commanding  general,  the 
collection  and  disposition  of  the  forces  and  the  con- 
duct and  movements  of  different  corps,  the  commit- 
tee refers  to  the  narrative  of  general  Winder,  his 
correspondence  with  the  states  of  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  and  Virginia,  the  war  department  and  va- 
rious officers,  the  reports  of  general  Smith,  general 
Young,  general  Stansbuiy,  colonel  Sterret,  major 
William  Pinkney,  general  Douglass,  colonel  Minor, 
colonel  Beall,  and  commodore  Barney’s  official  let- 
ter. 

4.  In  relation  to  the  measures  and  arrangements 
and  acts  of  the  navy  department,  including  the  de- 
struction of  the  navy  yard  and  the  public  property, 
as  well  as  the  destruction  of  the  public  buildings  in 
the  city,  the  committee  refers  to  a report  from  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  a report  from  commodore 
Tingey,  and  a report  from  Mr.  Munroe,  superinten- 
dent of  the  public  buildings. 

5.  In  relation  to  the  capture  ajid  capitulation  of 
Alexandria,  the  committee  refers  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  court  martial  upon  capt.  Dyson;  the  corres- 
pondence between  him  and  the  secretary  of  war,  as 
to  t’ne  abandonment  of  the  fort;  the  report  of  the 
corporation  of  Alexandria,  including  the  terms  of 
surrender,  &c.  and  the  letter  from  general  Mason, 
relating  to  a letter  from  admiral  Coclrington. 

6.  In  relation  to  general  information  and  inciden- 
tal topics,  the  committee  refers  to  Mr.  Law,  gener- 
al Van  Ness,  and  doctor  Catlett. 


Destruction  of  the  General  Armstrong. 
The  details  that  follow,  though  they  regard 
only  a private  armed  vessel,  will  be  read  with 


great  interest.  W e are  called  as  much  to  ad- 
mire the  gallantry  and  perseverance  of  our 
seamen  as  the  impudence  of  the  enemy,  in 
violating  a neutral  territory.  But  they  paid 
dearly  for  this  irruption  on  the  sovereignty  of 
Portugal,  and  the  rights  of  hospitality! — The 
vessels  that  attacked  the  general  Armstrong 
arrived  at  Jamaica  on  the  5th  ult.and  acknow- 
ledge a loss  of  sixty  three  killed  and  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  wounded! — having  three  lieu- 
tenants killed  and  three  wounded!  Total 
173! — This  is  not  the  whole  by  a greal  deal. 
They  lost  about  300,  as  the  captain  of  the 
Rota  acknowledged  to  cur  consul,  that 
they  had  120  men  killed,  or  dead  of  their 
wounds,  the  day  after  the  battle;  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  general  scale  of  such  things;  there 
must  have  been  at  least  double  that  number 
remaining  wounded.  Some  of  the  most  splen- 
did victories  the  British  have  gained  were' 
less  dearly  purchased.  Sir  Richard  Strachant 
with  four  ships  of  the  line  and  four  frigates, 
fought  a French  fleet  for  several  hours  on  the 
3d  of  Nov.  1805,  and  captured  four  ships  of 
74  and  80  guns,  with  a loss  of  only  135  killed 
and  wounded — less  according  to  his  account 
than  by  the  British  accounts  of  the  attack  on 
the  Armstrong,  they  lost  in  capturing  a pri- 
vateer, hemmed  up  in  a port!  A few  such  vic- 
tories as  this  would  teach  them  better  man- 
ners. 

The  court  of  Portugal  is  bound  to  pay  for 
the  privateer,  and  receive  satisfaction  for  the 
outrage  from  that  of  Great  Britain. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  our  consul  at  Fayal 
to  the  secretary  of  state , 

Fayal,  5 th  October  1814. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that 
a most  outrageous  violation  of  the  neutrality 
of  this  port,  in  utter  contempt  of  the  laws  of 
civilized  nations,  has  recently  been  committed 
here,  by  the  commanders  of  his  Britannic 
majesty’s  ships  Piantagenet,  Rota  and  Carna- 
tion, against  the  American  private  armed 
brig  General  Armstrong,  Samuel  C.  Reid, 
commander,  but  I have  great  satisfaction  in 
being  able  to  add,  that  this  occurrence  termi- 
nated in  oneof  the  mostbrilliant  actions  on  the 
part  of  captain  Reid,  his  brave  officers  and 
crew,  that  can  be  found  on  naval  record. 

The  American  brig  came  to  anchor  in  this 
port  in  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  of  September, 
and  at  sun  set  of  the  same  day,  the  above 
named  ships  suddenly  appeared  in  these 
roads;  it  being  nearly  calm  in  the  port,  was 
rather  doubtful  if  the  privateer  could  escape 
if  she  got  under  way,  and  relying  on  the 
justice  and  good  faith  of  the  British  captains, 
it  was  deemed  most  prudent  to  remain  at  an- 
chor. A little  after  dusk  captain  Reid,  seeimr 
some  suspicious  movements  on  the  part  of 
the  British,  began  to  warp  his  vessel  close  un- 
der the  guns  of  the  castle,  and  while  doing  so, 
he  was  at  about  eight  o’clock  P.  M.  approach 
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ed  by  four  boats  from  the  ships  liticd  with 
armed  men.  After  hailing  them  repeatedly 
and  warning  them  to  keep  off,  he  ordered  his 
men  to  tire  on  them  and  kiiied  and  wounded 
several  men.  The  boats  returned  the  tire 
and  killed  one  man  and  wounded  the  first 
lieutenant  of  the  privateer,  and  returned  to 
their  ships;  and,  as  it  was  now  light  moonlight, 
it  was  plainly  perceived  from  the  brig  as  well 
as  from  the  shore,  that  a formidable  attack 
was  premeditating.  Soon  after  midnight, 
twelve  or  more  large  boats  crowded  with 
men  from  the  ships  and  armed  with  carron- 
ades,  swivels  and  blunderbusses,  small  arms, 
&c. -'attacked  the  brig;  a severe  contest  ensu- 
ed which  lasted  about  40  minutes  and  ended 
in  the  total  defeat  and  partial  destruction  of 
the  boats,  with  a most  unparalleled  carnage 
on  the  part  of  the  British.  It  is  estimated  by 
good  judges  that  near  four  hundred  men  were 
in  the  boats  when  the  attack  commenced,  and 
no  doubt  exists  in  the  mind  of  the  numerous, 
spectators  of  the  scene,  that  more  than  one 
half  of  them  were  killed  OT  wounded;  several 
boats  were  destroyed;  two  of  them  i emained ; 
along  side  of  the  brig  literally  loaded-  with ; 
their  own  dead.  From  these  two  boats  only : 
seventeen  reached  the  shore  alive,  most  of 
them  were  severely  wounded.  The  whole 
of  the  following  day  the  British  were  occupi- 
ed in  burying  .their  dead;  among  them  were 
two  lieuts.  and  one  midshipman  of  the  Roia — 
the  first  iieut.  of  the  Plantagenet,  it  is  said,! 
cannot  survive  his  wounds,  and  many  of  the  j 
seamen  who  reached  their  ships  were  mortal  ! 
3y  wounded  and  have  been  dying  daily.  The  j 
British,  mortified  at  this  signal  and  unexpect- 
ed defeat,  endeavored  to  conceal  the  extent 
of  the  loss;  they  admit  however  that  they , 
lost  in  killed  and  who  have  died  since  the  en-l 
gagemrnt,  upwards  of  120  of  the  flower  of  j 
their  officers  end  men.  The  captain  of  the  j 
Rota  told  me  lost  70  men  from  his  ship.  Two 
days  after  this  affair  took  place  the  British 
sloops  of  war  Thais  and  Calypso  came  into 
port,  when  capfc.  Lloyd  immediately  took 
them  into  requisition  to  carry  home  the 
wounded  officers  and  seamen — they  have  sail- 
ed for  England,  one  on  the  2d  and  the  other 
on  the  4th  inst.  each  carried  25  badly  wound- 
ed. Those  who  were  slightly  wounded,  to 
the  number,  as  I am  informed,  of  about  30, 
remained  on  board  of  their  respective  ships, 
and  sailed  last  evening  for  Jamaica  Strict 
orders  were  given  that  the  sloops  of  war 
should  take  no  letters  whatever  to  England, 
and  those  orders  were  rigidly  'adhered  to 
In  face  of  the  testimony  of  all  Fayal  and  a 
number  of  respectable  strangers  who  happen- 
ed to  be  in  this  place  at  the  moment,  the  Bri- 
tish commander  endeavors  to  throw  the  odi- 
um of  this  transaction  on  the  American  <-„p 
tain.  Reid,  alledging  that  he  sent  the  bo.>ts 
merely  to  reconnoitre  the  brig,  and  without 


any  hostile  intentions;  the  pilots  of  the  port 
did  inform  them  of  the  privateer  the  moment 
they  entered  the  port.  To  reconnoitre  an  en- 
emy’s vessei  in  a friendly  port,  at  night,  with 
four  boats,  carrying  by  the  best  accounts  120 
men,  is  certainly  a strange  proceeding!  The 
fact  is,  they  expected,  as  the  brig  was  warp- 
ing in.  tiiat  the  Americans  would  not  be  pre- 
pared to  receive  them,  and  they  had  hopes  of 
carrying  her  by  a ‘-coup  de  mail).”  If  any 
thing  could  add  to  the  baseness  of  this  trans- 
action on  the  part  of  the  British  commander, 
it  is  the  want  of  candor  openly  and  boldly  to 
avowthe  facts.  In  vain  can  he  expect  by  such 
subterfuge  to  shield  himself  from  the  indig- 
nation of  the  world  and  the  merited  resent- 
ment. of  his  own  government  and  nation,  for 
thus  trampling  on  the  sovereignty  of  their 
most  ancient  and  faithful  ally  and  for  the 
wanton  sacrifice  of  British  lives. 

On  the  part  of  the  Americans  the  loss  was 
comparatively  nothing,  two  killed  an  : seven 
slightly  wounded.;  of  the  slain,  we  have  to  la- 
ment the  loss  of  the  second  iieut  Mr.  Alexan- 
der O.  Williams,  of  Kew  T ork,  a brave  and 
merit  orious  officer. 

Among  the  wounded  are  messrs. Worth  and 
Johnson,  first  and  third  lieutenants:  captain 
Reid  was  thus  deprived  early  in  the  action,  of 
the  services  of  ail  his  lieutenants;  but  his  cool 
and  intrepid  conduct  secured  him  the  vic- 
tory: 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  ult  one  of  the 
British  ships  placed  herself  near  the  shore 
and  commenced  a heavy  cannonade  on  the 
privateer  Finding  further  resistance  unavail- 
ing, capt  Reid  ordered  her  to  he  abandoned 
alter  being  partially  destroyed,  to  prevent 
her  Calling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  who. 
soon  after  sent  their  boats  and  set  her  ert  fire. 

At  9 o’clock  in  the  evening  (soon  afie^  the 
first  attack)  i applied  to  the  governor  re  quest- 
ing his  excellency  to  protect  the  privateer  ei- 
ther by  force  cr  bv  such  remonstrance  to  the 
commander  ot  the  squadron  as  would  cause 
him  to  desist  from  any  further  attempt . The 
governor  indignant  at  what  had  passed,  but 
feeling  himself  totally  unable  wiih  the  slen- 
der means  he  possessed,  to  resist  such  a force, 
took  the  partof  remonstrating,  which  he  did 
in  forcible  but  respectful  terms.  His  letter 
to  captain  Lloyd  had  no  other  effect  than  to 
produce  a menacing  reply  insulting  in  the 
highest  degree.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  in- 
dignation of  the  public  authorities,  as  well  as' 
of  all  ranks  and  description  of  persons  here, 
at  this  unprovoked  enormity.  Such  was  he 
rage  of  the  British  to  destroy  this  vessel  ‘hat 
no  regard  was  paid  to  the  safely  of  the  town  ; 
-ou.e  of  the  inhabitants  were  wounded  urT  a 
number  of  houses  were  much  damaged.  The 
strongest  representations  on  this  subject  are 
»•  re  pa  reel  by  the  governor  for  1 is  cctrh 

Since  this  affair  the  commander,  Lloy-d-. 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— EVENTS  OF  TIIE  WAR 


threatened  to  send  on  shore  an  armed  force 
and  arrest  the  privateer’s  crew,  saying  here 
were  many  'Englishmen  among  them,  and  our 
poor  fellows  afraid  of  his  vengeance  have  fled 
to  the  mountains  several  times  and  have  been 
harrassed  extremely.  At  length  cap*..  Lloyd, 
fearful  of  losing  more  men  if  he  put  his  threats 
in  execution,  adopted  this  stratagem:  head- 
dressed  an  official  letter  to  the  governor,  stat 
ing  that  in  the  American  crew  were  two  men 
who  deserved  from  his  squadron  in  America, 
and  as  they  were  guilty  of  high  ti  cason,  he 
required  them  to  be  found  and  given  up.  Ac 
cordingly  a force  was  sent  into  the  country, 
and  the  American  seamen  were  arrested  snd 
brought  to  town,  and  as  tv-ey  could  not  desig 
natc  the  said  pretended  deserters,  ail  the  sea- 
men here  passed  an  examination  of  the  Lri 
tUh  officers,  but  no  such  persons  were  to  be 
found  among  them.  I was  requested  by  the 
governor  and  British  consul  to  attend  this  hu-  , 
initiating  examination,  as  was  also  captain 
Reid  ; but  we  declined  to  sanction  by  our  pre- 
sence any  such  proceedings 

Captain  Reid  has  protested  against  the 
British  commanders  of  the  squadron  for  the 
unwarrantable  destruction  of  his  vessel  in  a 
neutral  and  friendly  port,  as  also  against  the 
government  of  Portugal  for  their  inability  to 
protect  him. 

No  doubt  this  government  will'  feel  them- 
selves bound  to  make  ample  indemnification  ' 
to  the  owners,  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel 
for  the  <r  re  at  loss  they  have  severally  sustained 

I shall  as  early  as  possible  transmit  a stale- 
meat  of  this  transaction  to  our  minister  at 
Rio  Janeiro  for  bis  government. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JO  ,N  B DABNEY.  I 

To  the  secretary  nf  state  of  the  U.  S.  Washington. 

biie  following  are  the  British  accounts  of 
this  destructive  affair. 

Canterbury,  Eng.  Oct.  21  — It  appears  that 
about  the  28th  u It.  the  Plantagenct,  of  71 
guns,  capfc.  Lloyd  Rota,  captain  Somerville, 
and  Carnation,  captain  Bern  ham,  arrived  off 
Faya!,  a neutral  port  belonging  fo  the  Portu- 
guese, and  one  of  the  Azores,  perceiving  a 
large  schooner  in  the  roads.  A boat  with  a 
lieutenant  was  immediately  dispatched  on 
sliore  to  ascertain  her  force,  and  to  what  na 
tion  she  belonged ; but  the  tide  running  st;  ong  I 
the  boat  drifted  near  the  schooner  which  was 
then  getting  under  way.  After  hailing  her  ! 
am:  desiring  the  boat  to  keep  of/,  which'  was: 
impracticable  from  the  schooner  having  so: 
much  stem  way,  she  fired  into  the  boat  and; 
kike'-  seven  men.  The  remainder  returned 
vvi«,ii  toe  boat  to  the  squadron,  and  the  com- 
modore considering  the  neutrality  broken  by 
this  outrage,  immediately  ordered  the  Car-! 
nation  in  to  destroy  the, privateer;  but  ; he 
wi;it  being  light  and  variable,  the  Came  Con ; 
made  a signal  for  boats  tp  tow.  Nine  boats 


2ri5 

were  accordingly  dispatched,  with  three  lieu- 
tenants and  about  two  hundred  men,  but  not 
being  able  to  get.  the  Carnation  rear  enough, 
it  being  rocky,  the  boats  proceeded  (o  ccsti  oy 
the  vessel,  and  finally  set  her  cn  fire,  but  not 
till  wc  hud  suffered  a severe  toss  in  men  and 
officers.  On  the  approach  of  the  boats  a most 
destructive  fire  was  opened  from  a thirty  two 
pounder  amidships  on  board  ti  e privateer 
filled  with  langragc,  nails,  knives,  buttons' 
snd  other  destructive  matter.  The  crew  cf 
the  privateer  then  escaped  cn  shore,  and  fir- 
ed cn  our  men,  who  were  ultimately  success- 
ful in  destroying  the  American.  Lieutenants 
TVlulterface  and  Noman,  of  the  Rota,  were 
killed,  and  lieutenant  Bowerbaux,  of  the 
Plantagenet,  received  a shot  through  his  lungs. 
Altogether  we  suffered  a loss  of  135  killed 
and  wounded. 

Kingston,  Jam.  Nov.  15.— The  following 
vessels  came  to  anchor  in  the  offing  last  night. 

His  majesty’s  ships  PlantagenetCof  71  guns, 
captain  Lloyd;  Rota,  38,  captain  Somerville; 
and  Carnation,  brig  of  IS,  captain  Bentham, 
from  a cruize  off  Faya.!,  me!  the  Emulous 
brig,  captain  Gore,  from  Negri  1. 

On  the  25th  of  September,  the  Plantagenet, 
Kota,  and  Carnation,  touched  at  Fovak  and 
on  a boat  from  the  former  going  ashore,  she 
was  fired  at.  by  a large  privateer  schooner, 
which  killed  an  officer  and  two  men;  shortly 
after  it  was  ascertained  that  she  was  m Ame- 
rican and  was  the  General  Armstrong  Her 
having  broke  the  neutrality  of  the  port,  by 
such  conduct,  boats  from  the  so  uadi  on  were 
immediately  dispatched  after  her,  tut  the 
crew  lashed  her  to  ti  e rocks  under  protection 
cf  ti  e fort  and  repaired  to  the  rummit  of  the 
cliffs,  from  whence  they  kept  up  a destructive 
five  on  the  boats  as  they  approached,  and  we 
are  sorry  to  add  that  lieutenants  Bower  bank, 
Cosswell,  and  Rogers  of  the  Rota  wete  kill- 
ed, as  well  as  38  seamen,  and  83  wounded,  the 
first, fourth  and  fifth  lieutenants  cf  the  Plsnfa- 
gar.et.  were  wounded,  and  22  seamen  killed 
and  21  wounded;  theboats  then  retreated, and 
tne  Carnation  went  close  to  the  privateer  the 
next  morning,  and  a fear  discharging  ore  or 
two  broadsides,  site  was  entirely  abandoned. 
Captain  Bentham  then  took  possession,  and 
finding  her  much  shattered,  burnt  her  to  the 
water's  edge.  The  privateer  had  been  19 
days  from  New- York,  and  was  fitted  cut  for 
a nine  months’  cruize.  She  mounted  eight 
long  nines  and  .a  21  pounder  on  a pivot,  with 
a o om piemen t of  120  m cn . He r c c r. s or L the 
Grampus,  was  cruizing  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  Canary  Islands.  " 


§smm  tu  ggvm 

(Vj-  The  present,  has  been  celled  *Vh  i-ce  of  docu* 
aieuey’  .and  cur  {r-ges  arc  ags>in  almost  monopolize 
...  by  a single  report  dud  be  fore  congress.  Af&nv 
.rti?lc3  in  many  script,  with  aJtcst  of  Lets  and  pa- 
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pers  that  belong1  to  these  eventful  times,  are  laid 
over,  as  well  as  tiie  regular  detail  of  congressional 
proceedings  and  of  Other  things  that  we  are  accus- 
tomed to  insert — the  mere  enumeration  of  which 
would  occupy  more  room  than  we  have  left  in  this 
number. 

The  “ prize  list”  though  not  lately  inserted,  ?s  by 
no  means  neglected.  The  present  number  is  1373; 
it  shall  appear  anon,  accompanied  with  many  inte- 
resting details  of  “privateering  news.” 

We  are  not  yet  certainly  informed  of  the  extent 
of  the  depredations  of  the  enemy  in  the  Jlappahnh 
nock — regular  detail,  from  the  information  we  may 
receive,  will  propably  appear  in  our  next.  It  ap- 
pears that  they  burnt  the  little  town  of  'Rappahan- 
nock t broke  open  the  tombs  at  that  place  and  abused 
the  dead! — with  the  usual  spoliation  of  property  that 
belongs  to  the  Character  of  their  leader,  Cockbiirn. 
tt  seems  however  that  they  have  hot  done  all  these 
things  without  loss1 — for  a number  of  them  were  kil- 
led and  some  taken  prisoners  by  the  Virginia  militia. 

Congress  has  had  a busy  week.  The  bank  bill 
that  passed  the  senate  has  been  before  the  house  of 
representatives,  and  will  probably  pass,  with  some 
amendments.  The  act  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the 
army  has  become  a law.  The  bill  respecting  mili- 
tia drafts*  that  came  from  the  senate*  has  passed  the 
house  of  representatives  with  amendments.  This 
bill  appears  little  more  than  to  extend  the  period  of 
service  for  which  the  militia  may  he  called  out, 
from  6 to  12  months  It  has,  however,  met  with 
the  Ttiost  violent  opposition.  Much  other  business 
has  been  done,  of  which  a due  record  shall  be  made 
in  our  next,  among  which  will  appear  an  interesting 
letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

We  have  nothing  new  from  Europe  since  our 
last — but  in  the  papers  brought  by  the  Chauncey , 
arrived  at  New  York,  there  is  a great  body  of  mat- 
ter that  must  be  inserted,  as  fast  as  possible. 

M*j.  gen.  Gaines  has  left  Philadelphia  for  New 
Orleans.  Gen.  Scott  takes  his  late  command,  whether 
in  addition  to  the  10th  District,  or  not,  is  not  stated. 

We  may  expect,  for  our  next,  some  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  tiie  Hartford  convention,  which  was 
to  have  met  on  Thursday  last.  Our  own  remarks  on 
that  subject  are  only  postponed  for  % little. 

From  Ghent.  The  N.  Y.  ‘‘Commercial  Adverti- 
ser” says-— We  have  seen  a letter  from  one  of  our 
commissioners  at  Ghent,  and  have  been  permitted  to 
copy  the  following  sentence  : 

“ We  shall  make  peace  if  Great  Britain  is  disposed 
to  make  it.  Heretofore  the  war  was  ours  ; if  it  con- 
tinues, hereafter  it  will  be  hers.” 

Copy  of  a letter  from  the  president  of  the  United  States 
to  the  governor  of  New-York,  in  answer  to  a com- 
munication covering  the  resolution  of  the  legislature 
of  New-York. 

Washington-,  November  12,  1814. 
Sin — I have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  inst. 
conveying  an  unanimous  resolution  of  the  two  houses 
of  the  legislature  of  New-York,  expressing  the  emo- 
tions with  wnich  they  view  the  terms  of  peace  pro- 
posed by  the  British  commissioners  at  Ghent,  and 
recommending  the  most  vigorous  measures  for 
bringing  the  war  to  an  honorable  termination. 

This  language  does  great  honor  to  the  patriotism 
and  just  sentiments  of  the  state  by  whose  public 
councils  it  has  been  adopted;  and  the  resolution 
derives  additional  value  from  the  unanimity  stamp- 
ed upon  it. 

.Such  a devotion  every  where  to  the  rights  and^ 
dignity  of  our  country,  is  alone  necessary  to  a speedy 
triumph  over  the  obstacles  to  an  honorable  peace; 
and  such  an  example  could  proceed  from  no  source 


more  entitled  or  more  conducive  to  patriotic  emula* 
tions. 

Accept,  sir,  an  assurance  of  my  high  esteem,  and  my 
friendly  respects, 

(Signed)  JAMES  MADISON. 

The  governor  of  New-York. 

Canada  papers  furnish  us  with  the  following  items.  Seventy 
vessels,  richly  laden  with  British  goods,  were  unlading  at  Quebec 
about  the  20th  ult.  Of  these  a larg*  part  wiil  be  smuggled  into 
the  United  States  during  the  winter,  if  a good  look  out  is  not  kept. 
The  neutral  vessel  on  lake  Champlain  was  to  sail  from  the  Isle  ' 
aux  Noix  for  the  head  of  the  lake  on  the  25tli  ult.  with  a full  cargo 
of  British  manufactures.  Thirty  American  deserters  are  said  to 
have  arrived  at  Montreal  on  the  23d.  There  has  been  a violent 
gale  on  Ontario,  l»y  which  many  (British)  merchant  boats,  with 
their  cargoes  and  crews  were  lost.  Among  the  supplies  received 
at  Quebec,  there  are  9,000  barrels  pork. 

One  would  have  thought  that  the  frequent  beatings  of  the 
English  at  sea  might  have  tAught  them  a little  humility.  But  so 
long  accustomed  to  consider  themselves  invincible  on  the  water, 
they  cannot  easily  yield  the  supposed  superiority.  The  following 
is  from  a Jamaica  paper.  To  the  wish  that  Rodgers  may  meet  a 
British  vessel  of  equal  force,  we  heartily  say  Amen.  The  crew 
he  had  at  Baltimore  last  September  would  like  no  better  ‘fun:”— 
“The  J*va  and  Guerriere  American  ships  of  war,  had  been  launch- 
ed, and  were  getting  ready  to  start  the  first  opportunity.  The  lnt- 
tcr  is  to  be  commanded  by  commodore  Rodgers,  who  is  said  ta 
have  promised  his  countrymen,  that  he  never  will  return  into  port 
unless  he  lias  captured  or  destroyed  a British  ship  of  at  least  equal 
force  with  his  own.  We  hope  he  may  be  fortunate  enough  to  fall 
in  witli  one!” 

Commodore  Chauncey  arrived  at  New-York  on  the  9th  instant. 
An  attack  upon  Sackett’s  Harbor  was  neither  expected  or  feared. 

According  to  a resolution  intimated  some  time  ago,  William  Jones 
esquire,  resigned  the  office  of  secretary  of  the  navy  about  the  1st, 
instant.  The  nation  has  x-eason  to  regret  the  loss  of  this  valuable 
officer,  who  has  done  more  than  all  dial  preceded  him  (being  a 
practical  man,  with  a strong  mind  and  discriminating  .judgment) 
to  give  a system  to  the  whole  business  of  our  glorious  little  navy. 
The  cause  of  his  i-esignation,  -we  understand,  to  have  been  entirely 
of  a private  nature.  The  National  Intelligencer  of  the  12th  say  s, 
“the  office  of  secretary  of  the  navy  is  yet  vacant;  and  possibly 
may  remain  so  until  congress  determine  on  the  proposition  sub- 
mitted to  them  by  the  late  secretary  ot  tbe  navy,  tor  the  establish- 
ment of  a navy  board  in  aid  of  the  head  of  the  department.  Mean- 
while Benjamin  Homans , esquire,  chief  clerk  in  the  department 
acts  as  secretary.*’  , . . 

The  enenay  off  the  coast  of  Georgia  is  busy— but  a great  in-shore 
trade  is  carried  on,  and  many  valuable  vessels  arrive  from  foreign' 
poi-ts.  A Russian  ship  with  a rich  cargo  of  salt,  crates,  dry  goods 
and  hardware  entered  the  port  of  Savannah,  the  latter  end  of  last 
month,  in  distress . She  was  in  Liverpool,  ostensibly  for  Amelia. 

The  accounts  of  our  privateers  oil  the  British  coasts,  are  “truly 
alarming.”  They  go  about  quite  in  “mobs,”  three,  six  or  twelve 
togc-thef— according  to  the  imaginations  dif  those  that  arc  chased! 
by  them. 

A good  one.-— The  Alexandria  Herald,  speaking  of  the  British 
account  of  the  action  between  the  Wasp  and  Avon,  says:  “we  can 
excuse  them  for  magnifying  an  action  of  .forty-five  minutes  into 
two  hours  and  an  half,  as  we  have  no  doubt  they  though  t the  time 

long'” 

A British  frigate  and  a brig  have  been  off  the 
mouth  of  the  Pdtapseo  several  days.  We  have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy’s  force  in  the  Che- 
sapeake has  been  considerably  reinforced.  It  would 
appear  that  their  present  grand  object  is  New- Or- 
leans, or  the  southern  coa3t;  where  we  are  tolerably 
well  prepared  for  them. 

The  senate  are  busy  with  the  tax  bills  that  lately 
passed  tiie  house.  It  is  probable  they  will  all  be 
concurred  with. 

It  was  reported  at  Boston,  that  the  president  of 
the  U.  S.  had  required  5000  men  of  the  governor  of 
Massachusetts,  to  be  placed  under  the  command  of 
maj.  gen.  King  of  the  militia  of  that  state,  for  an 
“important  expedition”— -probably  to  drive  the  in- 
vader from  the  state  of  Massachxisetts. 

We  have  notj'et  received  an  official  account  of  the 
capture  of  Pensacola  by  gen.  Jackson.  It  is  certain, 
however,  that  Ue  has  captured  that  place,  and  driven 
off  the  British.  It  is  also  Understood  that  he  would 
immediately  retire  from  the  same  to  Mobile. 

Major-general  Carroll  marched  from  Nashville  on 
the  23d  ult.  with  5000  men  to  reinforce  general  Jack- 
son,  whose  force  at  Pensacola  was  6000,  and  he  will 
probably  have  at  least  15,000  brave  men,  independent 
of  the  local  militia. 

That  part  of  the  district  of  Maine  which  is  h$ld 
by  the  British,  contains  about  20,000 
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five  east-rn  states,  by  the  same 
census,  was*  1,452,085 

Other  free  persons  19,  >85 


vt  i->  i i U„n,rnnt!«n  I number  of  senators  and 

iSew-Kiigiand  Contention.  0f  28,002  persons 

No.  HI.  # jgress. 

1 have  room  at  present  only  for  the  following'  brief ; The  whole  white  population  of  the 
statement  and  remarks.  But  the  folly  of  the  jacobins  j 
as  well  as  their  ignorance,  or,  what  is  far  worse,  j 
their  r«.sBHooi»,  shall  be  exposed  in  detail,  before  1 J 
have  done  with  them.  * 1 

I think  the  most  hardened  will  feel  a little  awk- 
ward hereafter  when  lie  shail  speak  or  the  “great 
co'tjiEitci al  states  of  xew-exglanh!”  That  bubble 
has  burst— truth  divested  it  of  the  thin  coal  or  cover- 
ing* it  had,  and  dissolved  it  in  air.  But  for  the  out- 
rageous noise  made  by  the  jacobins,  it  might  have  ^ 
floated  yet  longer  to  attract  the  gaze  of  an  unthink- 1*' 


representatives,  gives  a 
or  each  member  of  con- 


ipg  multitude.  I have  in  reserve  some  ideas  on  this 
subject  which,  as  soon  as  I can  obtain  the  documents, 
will  perfect  the  humiliation  of  those  declaimers  on 
commerce.  ,1  believe  T can  shew1  that  one-third  of  the 
exports  of  Boston,  (that  great  place,  a' most  as  big 
as  Baltimore.'  J were  not  of  the  product  or  m anufac- 
ture of  the  “ nation  of  jYew-  England”  and  lint  two- 
thirds  of  said  exports  .were  of  the  growth  or  product 
of  the  middle,  southern  and  western  states.  I allude 

to  fortign  trade  mul  have  reference  only  to  domestic  „f  „-r  representatives,  it  follows  that 

articles  the  frails  of  agricultural  or  mecoamo.  j „le  „ v.w  Ellg!aml  states»  have  a poorer  equal  to 

that  of  four  representatives  more  than  their  just  pro- 
portion, according  to  the  -while  population  of  the 
United  States. 

How  will  it  stand  15  years  hence,  say  in  1830  ? 

States  to  increase  as  they 
population  of  the  “New 


1,47T,470 

This  amount  divided  by  the  above  ratio  (28,0o2) 
gives  to  those  states  the  right  to  have  ffy-lwo  mem- 
bers in  congress;  one  more  than  they  now  haw.-. 
This  is  the  utmost  length  to  which  the  “slave  repre- 
sentation” can  be  supposed  to  affect  them.  But — 
be  amount,  6,048,539,  divided  by  35,  the  whole 
number  of  senators:  including*  “ raw  headed  and 
bloody  boned”  Louisian/ i,  gives  us  a ratio  of  168,015 
free  persons,  for  every  senator.  Then  as  the  popula- 
tion of  the  “ New  England  states”  is  1.471,470,  and 
this  being  divided  by  168,015,  they  ought  to  have 
less  than  nine  (say  nine)  senators — they  have  ten; 
therefore,  though  in  point  of  mere  numbers,  tbey 
want  one  of  their  full  allowance,  yet  it  being  a 
fact,  as  before  observed,  that  one  senator  has 


industry. 

It  is  said,  in  Baltimore,  by  those  disposed  to  put 
the  most  favorable  construction  on  the  intended 

proceedings  of  the  convention  at  Hartford .that  they  wm  ltstan;,  ^ y[ 

will  only*  propose  some  amendments  to  Uie  const,-  Admitting  the  United 
tut, on  of  t ie  United  States;  mtimatmg,  tnat  the  , hitherto  done,  the 
“New-Ungland  states  have  not  tW  just  portion  ! h„d  a „ > . 

r\t  t \\r*  cmvprnr.ipnr  much  n^Pn  i c ^ 9 


of  power  in  the  government.  So  much  has  been  said 
on  this  subject  that  a few  figures  may  be  useful. 

The  power  of  the  government  is,  at  least,  as 
much  in  the  senate  as  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States.  Nay,  the  senate  is 
more  stable,  more  dignified,  and  more  powerful 
than  the  house.  They  can  as  well  originate  laws  as 
the  house,  except  those  for  raising  a revenue,  which 
they  may  amend  or  reject;  and  have,  besides,  many 
high  prerogatives,  or  duties,  that  specially  belong 


White  inhabitants 

That  of  the  other  states  will  be 


8,178,127 

8,920,651 


Toyd  \Vhite  persons  11,098,778 

In  this  time,  it  improbable,  that  J Paine  may  be 
erected  into  a state,  as  well  as  the  .Mississippi  and 
Indiana  territories,  making  the  whole  number  of 
states  21,  with  42  senators.  Then  will  the  power, 
the  under  power,  of  the  “New  Engdyid  states,”  be 


to  them,  particularly  in  the  appointment  of  officers,  felt  (;uul  much  more  so  thereafter)— for, with  a popu- 
civil,  military  or  naval;  and  one  vote  has  as  much  j lotion  of  about  one  sixth  of  the  whole,  th.ev  will 
weight  in  the  senate,  as  six  votes  in  the  house  of  jhuVe  an  influence  in  the  most  stable  branch  of  ihe 

government  equal  to  between  a third  and  a fourth 
of  the  whole,  (12 — 42nds)  and  a general  power  in 
the  business  of  government  equal  to  not  less  than 
titenti]  mem  belt;  more  than  their  population  will  en- 
title them  to.  See  Weekly  Register,  vol.  VI,  page 
187.* 

If,  therefore,  gentlemen  of  the  convention,  you  are 
not  content  with  the  extra  taxes  that  the  “slave 
states”  as  you  call  them,  pay  for  the  one  extra  mem- 
ber they  have  in  congress,  amend  the  constit  at  ><  n 


representatives-—1 s<ergo  ’ a senator,  independent  or 
the  said  special  prerogatives  or  duties,  is  six  times 
as  powerful  as  a representative.  This  is  very  plain, 
and  cannot  be  denied. 

Do  not  be  surprized,  reader,  but  I intend  to  shew 
you  that  the  “New-Engiand  states”  instead  of  com- 
plaining of. i want  ofpower  in  the  government,should 
he  complained  against  for  having  too  much  of  it. 
Never  mind  the  blowing  about  the  “slave  represen- 
tation” that  has  caused  the  shedding  of  a hundred 
gallons  of  ink  in  the  town  of  Boston  alone.  "We  will 
take  t he  free  population,  and  see  how  it  stands.  > 
The  whole  white  population  of  the 
United  States,  according  to  the 
census  of  1810,  was  v 5,862,093 

Other  free  persons  186,446 


6,048,539 


This  amount,  6 048.539,  divided  hvQlfi,  the  whole  wil 

VOL  Vli,  r 


* Whole  white  population,  11,098,778,  divided  by 
42,  whole  number  of  senators,  gives  a ratio  of 
264,255  for  each  senator.  Population  of  the  New 
England  states,  2,178,127,  divided  by  264,256, 
gives  them  eight  senators — but  they  will  have 
twelve.  In  1840,  at  the  same  rate,  they  would  be 
entitled  to  about  six*  in  1850;  tp  flfier  Sull  they 


11  have  twelve4. 
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as  to  relieve  them  from  that  tax,  and  fairly  represent  ( 
the  white  pbpuiauon  of  the  U.  States  in  both  brum  hen 
of  the  legislature,  according  to  their  numbers  in  '.he  ] 
several  states.  Take  the  pen  and  calculate,  anti  set 
\vha  you  will gam  by  (i! 

In  my  .ext  i sh.dl  offer  some  speculations  as  to 
the  property  represented  m cong.ess,  by  the  senator.-, 
and  representatives  from  the  sever  1 states. 

\XjT  I am  inclined  reluctantly  to  believe,  that  this 
■ Hartford  convention  may  have  die  effect  to  prevem 
\i  pe-ioe,  h-  holding  out  h .pes  to  the  enemy  of  ■;  sepa 
ration  ; and,  with  it,  the  prospec*  of  a subjugation  ot 
the  whole  of  out*  country. 


Mr.  Randolph’s  Letter. 

[From  the  Unit'd  States’  Gazette.] 

Tjttier  to  a gentleman  in  Boston,  late  a member  of  the 

senate  of  the  United  States , from  the  stale  of  Alas- 

SLichusetls. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  15,  1814. 

Df.au  sir — You  will  doubtless  be  surprised,  but 
(1  trust)  not  offended  at  the  receipt  of  this  letter. 
Of  the  motives  which  dictate  it,  I shall  forbear  to 
specie  : let  thorn  he  gathered  from  its  context.  But 
should  you  ascribe  my  selection  of  you  as  the  ob- 
ject of  its  address  to  any  other  cause  than  respect 
far  your  character  and  confidence  in  your  love  of 
country,  you  will  have  done  much  injustice  to  me; 
but  more  to  yourself. 

At  .Washington,  I learned  the  result  of  the  des- 
pilcb.es  brought  by  the  John  Adams  (a  name  of 
evil  omen)  and,  there,  rumors  were  afloat,  which 
have  since  gathered  strength,  of  a disposition  in 
Massachusetts,  and  indeed  throughout  New  Eng- 
land, to  follow  the  example  of  Nantucket,  and  de- 
clare for  a neutrality  in  the  present  contest  with 
Great  Britain.  I will  not  believe  it.  What!  Bos- 
ton, the  cradle  of  American  independence,  to  whose 
aid  Virginia  stept  forth  unsolicited,  when  the  whole 
vengeance  of  the  British  ministry  was  wreaked  on 
that  devoted  town.  Boston  ! now  to  desert  us,  in 
our  utmost  need,  to  give  up  her  old  ally  to  ravage, 
at  the  price  of  her  own  impunity  from  the  common 
enemy  ? — I cannot,  will  not  believe  it.  The  men, 
if  any  such  there  be  among  you,  who  venture  to  in- 
sinuate such  an  intent  by  the  darkest  inuendo,  do 
they  claim  lobe  the  disciples  of  Washington  ? — 
They  are  of  the  school  of  Arnold.  I am  not  in- 
sensible to  the  vexations  and  oppressions,  with 
winch  you  have  been  harrassed,  with  little  intermis- 
sion, since  the  memorable  embargo  of  1807.  These 
I am  disposed,  as  y ou  well  know,  neither  to  excuse, 
nor  to  extenuate.  Perhaps  I may  be  reminded  of 
an  authority,  to  which  I always  delight  to  refer, 
“Signius  irritant  anvnos,  &c.”  but  let  me  tell  such 
gentlemen,  that  our  sufferings  under  political  quacks 
of  our  own  calling  in,  are  not  matter  of  hear  say. 
It  is  true  they  are  considered  by  the  unhappy,  mis- 
guided patient  as  evidence  of  the  potency  and  con- 
sequently (according  to  his  system  of  logic)  of  the 
efficacy  of  the  medicine,  as  well  as  the  inveteracy  of 
the  disease.  It  is  not  less  true  that  this  last  has"' be- 
come, from  preposterous  treatment,  in  the  highest 
degree  alarming.  The  patient  himself  begins  to 
suspect  something  of  the  sort,  and  the  doctors  trem 
bimg,  each  for  his  own  character,  are  quarrelling* 
and  calling  hard  names  among  themselves.  But 
they  have  reduced  us  to  such  a condition,  that  no- 
thing short  of  the  knife  will  now  do.  “We 
must  fight,  Mr.  Speaker!"  said  Patrick  Henry  in 
1775,  when  his  sagacious  mind  saw  there  wfs  no- 
thing else  left  for  us  but  manly  resistance,  or  slu- 
WLh  submission  ; and  his  tongue  dared  to  alter  who  t 


I h.s  hear  suggested.  How  much  greater  the  n.  ces« 
•Sity  iii.w,  when  our  country  is  regarded  no1  .*s  a 
j property  to  be  recovered,  And  therefore  spared,  so 
\r  as  is  compatible  with  the  end  in  view;  but  as 
a. i object  of  vengeance,  of  desolation. 

Y <u  know  my  jenl. meats  of  theanen  at  the  bead 
of  oil  affairs,  and  of  the  general  course  of  admin- 
istration during  the  last  eight  years.  You  know  aiso 
that  tlie  relation,  m which  1 stand  towards  then,  is 
or  of  my  own  deliberate  choice;  sanctioned  not 
more  by  my  judgment  than  by  my  IV'  bugs.  You, 
who  have  seen  men  (in  the  ranks,  when  1 command- 
ed in  chief  in  the  house  of  representatives,  and 
others,  at  that  time  too  green  to  be  on  the  political 
muster  roll — whose  names  bad  never  been  pronounc- 
ed out  of  their  own  parish)  raised  to  the  highest 
offices  ; you  who  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
tne  whole  progress  of  mv  separation  from  the  par- 
ty, with  which  I was  once  connected  in  conduct, 
do  not  require  to  be  told,  that  “there  was  a time  in 
which  I stood  in  such  favor  in  the  closet,  ihat  there 
must  have  been  something  extravagantly  unreasona- 
ble in  my  wishes,  if  they  might  not  ai.l  have  been 
gratified."  But  I must  acknowledge  that  you  have 
seen  instances  of  apostucy  among  your  quondam 
political  associates,  as  well  as  my  own,  thut  might 
almost  justify  a suspicion,  that  I too,  tired  ol  hold- 
ing* out,  may  wish  to  make  my  peace  with  the  ad- 
ministration, by  adding  one  more  item  “to  the  long 
catalogue  of  venality  from  Esau  to  the  present  day." 
Should  such  a shade  of  suspicion  pass  across  your 
mind,  I can  readily  excuse  it  in  consideration  of  the 
common  frailty  of  our  nature,  from  which  I claim 
no  peculiar  exemption,  and  the  transcendant  wick- 
edness of  the  times  we  live  in  : but  you  will  have 
given  me  credit  for  a talent  which  I do  not  possess.  I 
am  master  of  no  such  ambi-dexterily ; and  were  I 
to  attempt  this  game,  which  it  is  only  for  adepts 
(not  novices)  to  play  ! I am  thoroughly  conscious, 
that  like  other  bungling  rogues,  1 should  at  once 
expose  my  knavery  and  miss  my  object — not  that 
our  political  church  refuses  to  open  her  arms  to  the 
vilest  of  hereticks  and  sinners  who  can  s«al  their 
abjuration  of  their  old  faith  by  the  prosecution  of 
the  brethren  with  whom  they  held  and  professed  it  V 
but  I know  that  my  nerves  are  of  too  weak  a fibre 
to  hear  the  question  ordinary  and  extraordinary 
from  »ur  political  inquisitors.  1 can  sustain  with 
composure,  and  even  with  indifference  the  rancorous 
hatred  of  the  numerous  enemies,  whom  it  has  been 
my  lot  to  make  in  the  course  of  my  unprosperous 
life— but  I have  not  yet  steeled  myself  to  endure 
the  contemptuous  pity  of  those*  noble  and  high 
minded  men,  whom  I glory  to  call  my  friends,  and 
l am  on  too  bad  terms  with  the  world,  to  encoun- 
ter my  own  self  disrespect. 

You  may  however  very  naturally  ask,  why  I have 
chosen  you  for  the  object  of  this  address  ? Why  I 
have  not  rather  selected  some  one  of  those  political 
friends,  whom  I have  yet  found  ” faithful  among  the 
faithless,”  as  the  vehicle  of  ruy  opiuions  It  is  be- 
cause the  avenue  to  the  public  ear  is  shut  against 
me  in  Virginia,  and  I have  been  flattered  to  believe 
that  the  sound  of  my  voice  may  reach  New-Etigland; 
Nay,  that  it  would  be  heard  there,  not  without  atten- 
tion and  respect.  With  us  the  press  is  under  a vir- 
tual imprimatur , and  it  would  be  more  easy,  at  this 
time,  to  force  into  circulation  the  treasury  notes, 
than  opinions  militating  against  the  administration, 
through  the  press  in  Virginia.  We  were  indeed  be- 
gining  to  open  our  eyes  in  spite  of  the.  opiate  with 
which  we  were  drugged  by  the  newspapers,  and  the 
busy  hum  of  the  insects  tluit  bask  in  the  sunshine  of 
court  patronage,  when  certain  events  occurred,  the 
most  favorably  that  could  have  happened  for  our 
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balers ; whose  “luck,”  verifying  the  proverb,  is 
the  inverse  ratio  of  their  wisdom;  or,  perhaps 
ought  to  siy,  who  have  the  cunning  to  t*ke  advan-i  alolie. 


iYitpear  to  me,  no  slight  presumption  that  the  ev‘<!  h: 
1 1 not  yet  reached  the  point  of  amputation,  when  peac 

P 


has 
peocO 

will  render  us  ihe  happiest  (as  we  are  ll/e 
tagc  of  pdaring  acts  of  indiscretion?  in  their  idver-j freest)  people  under  the  sun;  at  least  loo  hippy  to 
varies  at  home  and  abroad,  as  these  may  affect  the  think  of  dissolv  ng  the  union,  which,  a-  ii  earned 


us  through  the  war-  of  our  revolution,  will.  1 trust* 
bear  us  triumphant  through  that  in  which,  we  have 
been  plunged,  by  the  incapacity  and  con-up- ion  of 
men,  neither  willing  to  maintain  t.hc-  relations  of 
peace,  nor  able  to  conduct  ihu  np;-rali- ::s  of  war. 
Should  I,  unhappily,  be  mistaken  in  this  expectation, 
let  us  what  are  to  be  the  conseaucncfS  of  the 


public  mind  : and  such  have  never  failed  to  come 
to  their  relief,  when  otherwise  their  rase  would 
have  been  hopeless.  I give  you  the  most  serious  as- 
Surance,  that  nothing  less  than  the  sh&meful  con- 
duct of  the  enemy  ami  the  complexion  of  certain 
occurences  to  the  eastward  could  have  sustained  Mr. 

Madison  ifier  the  disgraceful  affair  at  Washington. 

Tin  .“'‘F'  * ' ’ ' 

on*  common  ruin,  himself  and  his  hireling  newspa- 

Tne  artilEry  of  the  press,  so  long  toe  ihStfu-i  ports  and  harbors.  It  wul  be  our  policy  to  encourage! 
m-nt  of  our  subjugation,  would,  as  at  Paris,  have  I™*"  own,  or  even  those  of  Europe  in  preference  U> 
been  turned' against  the  destroyer  of  his  country  *j-j°ars1*  a policy  more  obvious  than  that  winch  ne 
when  weave  told  that  old  Ev 
md  New  England  that  lie  “ 


h-  public  indignation  would  have  overwhelmed,  in  j separation,  not  to  us,  but  to  yourselves.  An  exclu-* 
l- common  ruin,  himself  and  his  hireling  newspa-  s ion  of  your  tonnage  and  manufactures  from  our 


England  says,  he  “ahull,”  jduced  us  of  the  south,  ty  consent  to  discriminating1 
‘must,5’ retire  from  office,  duties  in  favor  of  Air.eric.nt  tonnage,  in  the  infancy 
as  the  price  of  peace  with  the  one,  and  of  union  j °f  this  government*  It  is  unnecessary  to  s.-.y,  to;,  ou* 
with  the  other.  We  have  too  much  English  blood  j tuat  I embrace  the  duties  on  imports,  as  wJ.!  • • ik'd 


with  the  other 

in  our  veins  to  submit  to  this  dictation,  or  to  any 
thing  in  the  form  of  a threat.  Neither  of  these 
people  know  any  tiling  of  us.  The  ignorance  of 
her  foreign  agents,  not  only  of  the  country  to  winch  j 
thev  are  sent,  but  even  of  their  own.  has  exposedl  trade.  Ihe  same  plain  interest  will  cat 
England  to  general  derision.  She  will  learn,  when  fer  any  manufactures  to  your  own.  Th 
t is  too  late  that,  we  are  a high  minded  people,  at* 

Inched  to  our  liberty  and  our  eountrv,  because  it  is 


free,  in  a degree  inferior  to  no  people  under  the  sun. 


tonnage  duty,  when  I allude  to  ilTeeucourugeir.ent  of 
American  shipping.  It  will  always  be  cur  prri.e'  trt 
prevent  your  obtaining  a nuv.il  superiorl  y,  and  c a - 
sequently  to  cut  you  off  entirely  from  our  carry i -g 

ose  its  to  pre- 

iny  manufactures  to  your  own.  The  intercourse 
with  the  rest  of  the  world,  that  exchanges  cur  stir* 


plns  for  theirs,  will  be  1 
In  llis  middle  states  von 


te  nursery  of  our  seamen* 


will  find  rivals,  not  verv 

' • J 


Site  will  discover  that  “our  trade  Would  have  been  j heartily  indisposed  to  sunt  out  the  competition  t 
Worth  more  than  our  spoil,”  and  that  site  has  made  your  shipping.  In  the  same  section  fn  country  and 
deadly  enemies  of  a whole  people,  who,  in  spite  of,  in  the  boundless  west,  you  will  find  jealous  compete 
her  and  of  the  world,  of  the  sneers  of  her  sophists,  tors  of  your  mechanics— you  will  be  left  to  settle,  a*< 
or  of  the  force  of  her  arms,  are  destined  to  become,  jy°u  can,  with  England,  the  question  id  bou;::..*ry  oil 
within  the  present  century,  a mighty  nation.  It  be-  j 3'(^e  °f  ^eAV  Brunswick,  unless  yeti  cm  nn-ig 
longs  to  New  England  to  day,  whether  she  will  con-  Ni?w  York  to  a state  of  utter  blindness,  .*s  to  her  owit 
stitute  a portion,  an  important  and  highly  respecta-j  interests,  that  great,  thriving  and  most  populous 
ble  portion  of  tills  nation,  or  whether  she  will  dwin*  member  of  the  southern  confederacy  will  present  a 
die  into  that  state  of  insignificant,  nominal  iudepen-  hostile  frontier  to  th*  only  states  of  the  union  or 
dende,  which  is  tlie  precarious  curse  of  the  minor  H.u*tford,  that  can  be  estimated  as  of  any  effo.t.iey, 
kingdoms  of  Europe.  A separation  made  in  the  Should  that  respectable  city  be  chosen  as  the  seat 
fulness  of  time,  the  effect  of  amicable  arrangements,  I Ihe  eastern  congress,  that  body  will  sit  wit!: in  \ \X'd 
mav  prove  mutually  beneficial  to  both  parties  : such (days  march  of  the  most  populous  county  of  New 


collections,  must  be  the  result  of  a disunion  between 
you  and  us,  under  • he  present  circumstances.  1 have 
sometimes  wished  that  Mr.  Madison  (who  endeavor- 
ed to  thwart  the  wise  and  benevolent  policy  of  gene- 
ral Washington  “to  regard  the  English  like  other 
nations,  as  enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends,”)*  h»d 
succeeded  in  embroiling  us  with  the  court  of  St. 
James,  twenty  years  sooner.  We  should  in  that  case, 
have  had  tlie  father  of  his  country  to  conduct  the 
war  and  to  make  the  peace  ; and  (hat  peace  would 
have  endured  beyond  the  life  time  of  tlie  authors  of 
their  country’s  calamity  and  disgrace.  But  I must 


to  suppress  every  thing  like  feeling,  and  to  treat  this* 
question  «s  a dry  matter  of  calculation  : well  know* 
mg,  at  the  s*me  time,  that  in  this,  as  in  every  ques  ' 
lion  of  vital  interest,  “our  passions  instruct  bur  rea- 
son.” The  same  high  authority  lias  told  us  that  ja*' 
cobinism  is  of  no  country,  that  it  is  a sect  found  hi 
*11.  Now,  our  jacobins  in  Virginia  would  be  very 
glad  to  hear  of  the  bombardment  of  Boston,  so,  Ivy*- 
ry  much  fear,  your  ja.Co’ains  would  not  be  very  sorry 
to  hear  of  a servile  insurrection  in  Virginia.  ling 
such  1 trust  is  the  general  feeling  in  neither  country* 
otherwise  I should  at  once  agree  that  union,  like  tln5 


leave  pa6t  recollections.  The  present  and  the  imme-  marriages  of  Mezentius,  was  the  worst  that  could  be* 
diute  future  claim  our  attention.  fal  us.  For,  with  every  other  man  of  common  Sense, 

It  may  be  said,  that  in  lime  of  peace,  the  people!*  have  always  regarded  union  as  the  means  of  liberty 
of  every  portion  of  our  confederacy  find  themselves  *nd  safety,  in  other  words  of  happiness  and  not  ed 
two  happy  to  think  of  division*,  that  the  sufferings  of  1 *n  end,  to  which  these  are  to  be  sacrificed.  >7ci  - 
« war,  like  this,  are  requisite,  to  rouse  them  to  the  then,  at  the  same  time,  are  means  so  precious,  rJ 
necessary  exertion:  war  is  incident  to  all  govern -i efficient  (in  proper  hands)  of  these  desirable  oh* 
ments;  and  wars  I very  much  fear  will  he  wickedly  (jeets,  to  be  thrown,  rashly  aside,  because,  in  tin* 
declared,  and  weakly  waged,  even  by  the  New-En-  hands  of  bad  mm,  they  have  been  made  th 


gland  confederacy,  as  they  have  been  by  every  go 
vernment  (not  even  excepting  the  Roman  republic) 
of  which  we  have  any  knowledge;  and  it  does  ap- 


* This  is  the  language  of  the  declaration  of  hide- 


ment  almost  of  our  undoing. 

You  in  New -England  (it  is  unnecessary  I hope  ft#- 
specify  when  I do  not  adlress  myself  personally  tv? 
yourself)  are  very  wide  of  the  mark,  if  ton  support 
that  we  to  the  south,  do  hot  suffer  at  kast  as  muffi 
as  yenrs^ves)  fr$m  ’tfvfc. •it 
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conduct  the  defence  of  the  country.  I)o  you  ask'  a pittance,  out  of  the  property  once  our  own,  for  the 
why  we  do  not  change  those  rulers,?  I reply,  because!  brave  men  by  whose  valor  it  had  been  won  and  whom 
we  are  a people,  like  your  own  Connecticut,  of  heedless  profusion  had  disabled  us  to  recompense, 
steady  habits.  Our  confidence  once  given  is  not  j We  met  the  just  fate  of  the  prodigal.  We  were 
hastily  withdrawn.  Let  those  who  will,  abuse  the!  spurned  from  the  door,  where  once  we  we~e  master, 
fickleness-of  the  people  ; I shall  say  such  is  not  the  [with  derision  and  scorn  ; and  yet  we  hear  of  undue 
character  of  the  people  of  Virginia.  They  may  he  ( Virginian  influence.  This  fund  yielded  the  govern - 
deceived,  but  they  are  honest.  Taking  advantage  Invent,  when  1 had  connexion  with  it,  from  half  a mil- 
of  their  honest  prejudices,  the  growth  of  our  revo-  (lion  to  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  annually.  It 
lotion,  fostered  not  more  by  Mr.  Jefferson  than  by  (would  have  preserved  us  from  the  imposition  of  state 
injuries  and  (what  is  harder  to  be  born)  the  in-  { taxes,  founded  schools,  built  bridges  and  made  roads 


tin 


suits  of  the  British  ministry  since  the  peace  of  1783,  | and  canals  throughout  Virginia.  It  was  squander 
a combination  of  artful  men,  has ^ with  the  aid  of  ;ed  away  in  a single  donate 


the  press  and  the  possession  of  the  machinery  of 
government  (a  powerful  engine  in  any  hands)  led 
them  to  t!ie  brink,  of  ruin.  I can  never  bring  my- 
t.  if  to  believe,  that  the  whole  mass  of  the  landed 
proprietors  in  any  country,  but  especially  such  a 
country  as  Virginia, can  serfously  plot  its  ruin.  Our 
government  is  in  the  hands  of  the  landed  proprie- 
tors only.  The  very  men  of  whom  you  complain, 
have  left  nothing  undone  that  they  dared  to  do,  in 


at  the  instance  of  Mr. 
Madison.  For  the  sake  of  concord  with  our  neigh- 
bors, by  the  same  generous  but  misguided  policy, 
we  ceded  to  Pennsylvania  Fort  Pitt,  a most  impor- 
tant commercial  and  military  position,  and  a vast 
domain  around  it,  as  much  Virginia  as  the  city  of 
Richmond  and  the  county  of  Henrico.  To  Kentuc- 
ky, the  eldest  daughter  of  the  union,  the  Virg  nia 
of  the  west,  we  have  yielded  on  a question  of  boun- 
dary, from  a similar  consideration.  Actuated  by 


order  to  destroy  it.  Foreign  influence  is  unknown  j the  same  magnanimous  spirit  at  the  instance  of  other 
among  us.  What  we  feel  of  it  is  thrdfigh  the  me- 1 states  (with  the  exception  of  New-York,  North  Ca- 
dium  of  the  general  government,  whieh  acted  on,  jrolina  and  E.  Island)  we  accepted,  in  1783,  the  pre- 
itself,  by  foreign  renegadoes,  serves  as  a conductor,  sent  constitution.  It  was  ^repugnant  to  onr  judg- 
between  them  and  us,  of  this  pernicious  influence,  j ment  and  fraught,  as  we  feared,  with  danger  to  our 
I know  of  no  foreigner  who  has  been,  or  is,  in  any  { liberties.  The  awful  voice  of  our  ablest  and  sound- 
respectable  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people,  or  the 
government  of  Virginia.  No  member  of  either 
house  of  congress,  no  leading  member  of  our  as- 


est  statesmen,  of  Patrick  Henry  and  of  George  Ma- 
son, never  before,  or  since,  disregarded,  warned  us 
of  the  consequences.  Neither  was  their  counsel  en- 
tirely unheeded,  for  it  led  to  important  subsequent 
amendments  of  that  instrument.  I have  always  be- 
lieved this  disinterested  spirit,  so  often  manifested 
by  us,  to  be  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  influence 
selves,  we  are  an  unmixed  people.  1 know  the  pre-  which  we  have  exercised  over  the  other  states. — 
judice  that  exists  against  us,  nor  do  I wonder  at  l Fight*  states  having  made  that  constitution  their 
it,  considering  the  gross  ignorance  on  our  subject  own,  we  submitted  to  the  yoke  for  the  sake  of  union, 
that  prevails  north  of  Maryland,  and  even  in  many  Our  attachment  to  the  union  is  not  an  empty  profes- 
parts  of  that  neighboring  state.  |sbn.  It  is  demonstrated  by  our  practice  at  home. 


sembly,  no  judge  of  our  supreme  courts  : of  the 
newspapers  printed  in  the  state,  as  far  as  my  know- 
ledge extends,  without  discrimination  of  party,  they 
are  conducted  by  native  Virginians.  Like  your- 


What  member  of  the  confederacy' has  sacrificed 
more  on  the  altar  of  public  good  than  Virginia? 
Whence  did  the  general  government  derive  its 
Irifids  beyond  the  Ohio,  then  and  now,  almost  the  on- 
ly source  of  revenue?  From  our  grant, — a grant  so 
.curiously  worded,  and  by  our  present  Palinurus  too, 
as  to  except  ourselves,  by  its  limitations,  from  the 
pommon  benefit. 

fly  its  conditions  it  was  forbidden  ground  to  us, 
artel  thereby  the  foundation  was  laid  of  incurable  ani- 
mosity, and  division  between  the. states  on  each  side 
of  that  great  natural  boundary,  the  river  Ohio.  Not 
only  their  masters,  but  the  very  slaves  themselves, 
for  whose  benefit  this  regulation  was  made,  were  sa- 
c If  fixed  by  it.  Dispersion  is  to  them  a bettering  of 
their  present  condition  and  of  their  chance  for 
emancipation,  it  is  only  when  this  can  be  done 
without  danger  and  without  ruinous  individual  loss 
that  it  will  be  done  at  all.  But  what  is  common 
sense  to  a political  Quixote  ? 

That  country  was  ours  by  a double  title,  by  char- 
ter and  by  conquest.  George  Rogers  Clark,  the 
American  Hannibal,  at  the  head  of  the  state  troops 
b * 


No  sooner  was  the  convention  of  1788  dissolved, 
than  the  feuds  of  federalism  and  anti-federalism 
disappeared.  I speak  of  their  effects  on  our  coun- 
cils. For  the  gake  of  union,  we  submitted  to  the 
lowest  stale  of  degradation  ; the  administration  of 
John  Adams.  The  name  of  this  man  calls  up  con- 
tempt and  derision,  wheresoever  it  is  pronounced. 
To  the  fantastic  vanity  of  this  political  M dvolio 
may  be  distinctly  traced  our  present  unhappy  con- 
dition. I will  not  be  so  ungenerous  as  to  remind 
you  that  this  personage  (of  whom,  and  his  addres- 
ses, and  his  answers,  I defy  you  to  think  without  a 
bitter  smile)  was  not  a Virginian,  but  I must  in  jus- 
tice to  ourselves,  insist  upon  making  him  a sei  off 
against  Mr.  Madison.  They  are  of  such  equal 
weight,  that  the  trembling  balance  reminds  us  ot 
that  passage  of  Pope,  where  Jove  “ weighs  the 
beaux  wits  against  the  lady’s  hair; 

“ The  doubtful  beam  long  nods  from  side  to  side, 

At  length  the  wits  mount  up,  the  hairs  subside.” 
Intoxicated  not  more  by  the  fulsome  adulation 
with  which  he  was  plied,  than  by  the  fumes  of  his 
own  vanity,  this  poor  old  gentleman  saw  a visonary 


y the  reduction  of  Post.  Vincennes,  obtained  the  Icoronet  suspended  over  his  brow,  and  an  air  drawn 
ikes  for  our  northern  boundary  at  the  peace  of  Pa- (sceptre  “the  handle  towards  his  hand,”  which  at- 
vis.  The  march  of  that  great  man  and  his  brave  ! tempting  to  clutch,  he  lost  his  balance,  and  disap- 
romp.aniohs  in  arms  across  the  drowned  lands  of  the  jpeared  never  to  rise  again.  He  it  was,  who  “ enact- 
W.ibu.d),  does  not  shrink  from  a comparison  with  the  ing”  Nat : Lee’s  Alexander,  raved  about  the  people 
p is  sage  of  the  Thrasimeno  marsh.  Without  mean-  (of  Virginia  as  “ a faction  to  be  humbled  in  dust  and 
mg  any  thing  like  an  inviduous  distinction,  I have  ashes,”  when  th 
mol  heard  of  any  cession  from  Massachusetts  of  her  I his  own  back. 


the  sackcloth  was  already  prepared  for 


vast  wilds;  and  Connecticut  has  had  the  Address, 
out  uf  our  grant  to  the  firm,  to  obtain,  on  her  own 
private  account,  some  millions  of  acres  : whilst  we. 


But  I am  spinning  out  this  letter  to  too  great  a 
length.  What  is  your  object — Peace  ? Can  this  be 
attained  on  any  terms,  whilst  England  sees  a pros- 


y we,  I blush  to  say  it,  have  descended  to  beg  for  pect  of  disuniting  that  confederacy,  which  has  al 
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ready  given  so  deep  a blow  to  her  maritime  prine,  | 
hi  id  threatens  at  no  very  distant  day  to  dispute  with  | 
Tier  the  empire  of’  the  ocean  ? The  wound,  which 
our  gallant  tars  have  inflicted  on  her  tenderest  point 
has  maddened  her  to  rage.  Cursed  as  we  arc  with 
a weak  and  wicked  administration,  she  can  no  long- 
er despise  us.  Already  she  begins  to  hate  us  ; anil 
she  seeks  to  glut  a revenge  as  impotent  as  it  is  ran- 
corous, by  inroads  that  would  have  disgraced  the  i 
the  >uc  n ers,  and  bulletins  that  would  only  not  i 
disgrace  the  sovereign  of  Elba.  She  already  is  com-  j 
pelled  to  confess  in  her  heart,  what  her  lips  deny,: 
that  if  English  bull  dogs  and  game  cocks  degenerate  j 
on  our  soil,  English  mk.v  do  not : — and  should  (which  j 
God  forbid!)  our  brethren  of  the  East  desert  us  in  i 
this  contest  for  all  that  is  precious  to  man,  we  will ! 
maintain  it,  so  long  as  our  proud  and  insulting  foe! 
shall  refuse  to  accede  to  equitable  terms  ot  peace. 
The  government  will  then  pass  into  proper  hands — > 
The  talents  of  the  country  will  be  called  forth,  and  j 
the  schemes  of  moon-struck  philosophers  and  their  i 
disciples  pass  away  and  “leave  not  a rack  behind.”  | 
You  know  how  steady  and  persevering  I endea- 1 
vored,  for  eight  years,  to  counteract  the  artful  and  [ 
insidious  plans  of  our  rulers  to  embroil  us  with  the 
country  of  our  ancestors,  and  the  odium  which  I 
have  thereby  drawn  upon  myself.  Believing  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  soften,  as  much  as  possible,  the  as- 
perities which  subsisted  between  the  two  countries, 
and  which  were  leading  to  a ruinous  war,  I put  to 
hazard,  nay  exposed  to  almost  certain  destruction, 
an  influence  such  as  no  man,  perhaps,  in  this  conn- ! 
try,  at  the  same  age,  had  e ver  before  attained. — 
(The  popularity  that  dreads  exposure  is  too  delicate 
for  public  service.  It  is  a bastard  species  : the  true 
sort  will  st«nd  the  hardest  frosts.)  Is  it  mv  fault 
(*  s Mr.  Burke  complained  of  the  crowned  heads  of 
Europe)  that  England  will  no  longer  suffer  me  to 
find  palliatives  for  her  conduct  ? No  man  admired 
more  than  1 did  her  magnanimous  stand  against  the 
tyrant,  before  whom  all  the  rest  of  Christendom  at 
one  time  bowed  : No  man,  not  even  her  own  Wil- 
berforceand  Ihrceval,  put  up  more  sincere  prayers 
for  her  deliverance.  In  the  i emotest  isle  of  Aus- 
tral-Asia,  my  sympathy  would  have  been  enlisted, 
in  such  a contest,  for  the  descendants  of  Alfred  and 
Bacon,  and  Shakespeare,  and  Milton,  and  Locke  on 
whom  I love  to  look  back  as  my  illustrious  country- j 
men — in  any  contest  I should  have  taken  side  with 
liberty;  but  on  this  depended  (as  I believed  and  ilo 
still  believe)  all  that  made  my  own  country  clear  in 
my  sight.  ,lt  is  pas; — and  unmindful  of  the  mercy 
of  that  protecting  Providence  which  has  carried  her 
through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  England 
“reels  power  and  forgets  right.”  I am  not  one  of 
that  whining  set  of  people  who  cry  out  against  mine 
adversary  for  the  force  of  his  blow.  England  has, 
unquestionably,  as  good  a right  to  conquer  us,  as 
we  have  to  conquer  Canada  : the  same  right  that  we 
have  to  conquer  England,  and  with  about  as  good 
prospect  of  success.  But  let  not  her  orators  declaim 
against  the  enormity  of  French  principles,  when , 
she  permits  herself  to  arm  and  discipline  our  slaves, 
and  to  lead  them  into  the  field  against  their  mas- 
ters, in  the  hope  of  exciting  by  the  example,  a ge- 1 
neral  insurrection,  and  thus  render  Virginia  another 
St.  Domingo.  And  does  she  talk  of  jacobinism  ! | 
What  is  this  but  jacobinism  r and  of  the  vilest  j 
stamp.  Is  this  the  country  that  has  abolished  the 
slave  trade  ? that  has  made  that  infamous,  inhuman 
tr  ffie  a felony  ? that  feeds  with  the  bread  of  life  all  j 
who  hunger  after  it,  and  even  those  who,  but  for! 
her,  would  never  have  known  their  perishing  condi- ! 
tion.  Drunk  with  the  cup  of  the  abominations  oft 
Moloch,  they  have  been  roused  from  the  sleep  of* 


death,  like  some  benighted  traveller  perishing  in 
the  snows,  anil  wanned  into  life  by  the  beams  of 
the  only  true  religion  . Is  this  the  country  of  V.M- 
berforce  and  Howard  ? It  is  ; — but,  like  my  own, 
my  native  land,  it  has  fallen  into  the  hands' of  t'h 
men,  who  pour  out  its  treasure  and  its  blood  at  the 
shrine  of  their  own  guT.v  ambition.  And  this  im- 
pious sacrifice  they  celebrate  amidst  the  applauses 
of  the  deluded  people,  and  even  of  the  \ ictims 
themselves. 

The;e  is  a proneness  in  mankind  to  throw  the 
blame  of  their  sufferings  on  any  one  but  themselves. 
In  this  manner,  .Virginia  is  regarded  bv  some  of  her 
sister  stales  ; not  adverting  to  the  fact,  that  ail 
(Connecticut  and  Delaware  excepted)  are  responsi- 
ble for  the  measures  that  have  involved  us  in  our 
present  difficulties.  Did  we  partition  your  state  in- 
to those  unequal  and  monstrous  districts  which  have 
given  birth  to  a new  word  in  your  language,  of  un- 
couth sound,  calling  up  the  most  odious  associa- 
tions. Did  we  elect  the  jacobins  whom  you  sent  to 
both  houses  of  congress — the  Bidwells,  and  Gan- 
netts,  and  Skinners, — to  spur  on  the  more  moderate 
men  from  Virigina  to  excesses  which  they  reluctant- 
ly gave  into  at  the  time,  and  have  since  been  ashamed 
of.  \YIio  hurried  the  bill  suspending  the  privilege 
of  the  writ  of  habeas  courts  through  a trembling 
servile  senate,  in  consequence,  as  lie  did  not  blush 
to  state,  of  a verbal*  communication  from  the  pre- 
sident ? A senator  from  Massachusetts  and  professor 
in  her  venerable  university.  In  short,  have  not  your 
first  statesmen  (such  I believe  was  t lie  reputation  of 
the  gentleman  in  question  at  the  time)  your  richest 
merchants  and  the  majority  of  vour  delegation  in 
congress  vied  in  support  of  the  men  and  the  mea- 
sures that  have  led  to  our  present  suffering  anil  hu- 
miliated condition. 

If  you  wished  to  separate  yourselves  from  us,  you 
had  ample  provocation  in  time  of  peace,  in  an  em- 
bargo tiie  most  unconstitutional  and  oppressive  ; an 
engine  of  tyranny,  fraud  and  favoritism.  Then  was 
the  time  to  resist  (we  did  not  desert  England  in  a 
time  of  war)  but  volt  were  then  under  the  domini- 
on of  a faction  among  yourselves,  vet  a formidable 
minority,  exhibiting  no  signs  of  diminution  ; and  it 
is  not  the  least  of  my  apprehensions  from  certain 
proceedings  to  the  eastward,  that  they  may  be 
made  the  means  of  consigning  you  again,  and  for- 
ever, to  the  same  low,  insolent  domination.  The 
reaction  of  your  jacobins  upon  us  (for  although  we 
have  some  in  Virginia,  they  are  few  and  insignifi- 
cant) through  the  men  at  Washington  who  must 
conciliate  good  republicans”!)  is  dreadful,  Fause, 

1 beseech  you  pause  ! You  tread  on  the  brink  of 
destruction.  Of  all  the  Atlantic  states  you  have  the 
least  cause  to  complain. — Your -manufactures,  and 
the  trade  which  the  enemy  has  allowed  yon,  have 
drained  us  of  our  last  dollar.  IIow  then  can  we 
carry  on  the  war  ? With  men  and  steel — stout  hearts, 

*The  constitution  admits  of  the  suspension  uf 
this  writ  only  when  invasion,  or  insurrection,  shall 
assume  such  a shape  as  to  make  it  indispensable. — 
And  yet  a bill  passed  the  senate  for  that  purpose, 
without  any  official  communication  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  existence  of  the  one  or  the  other  fact, 
upon  which  alone  it  could  be  bottomed.  The  honor- 
able senate  sat  with  closed  doors.  Tiie  yeas  and 
nays  were  not  taken,  and  no  record  remains  of  the 
names  of  those  who  voted  against  it.  If  that  hotly 
was  unanimous  (as  is  believed)  in  tiie  vote,  this  omis- 
sion was  well  advised. 

i A Virginian  and  New  England  republican  are 
about  as  much  alike  a."  an  English  whig  and  a French 
democrat. 
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and  willing  hands — and  these  from  tbs  d?.vs  of  Da- 
rius and  Xerxes,  in  defence  of  the  household  gods 
of  freedom,  have  proved  a match  for  gold.  Can 
they  not  now  encounter  paper  ? We  shall  suffer 
much  from  this  contest,  it  will  cut  deep  : but  dis- 
missing its  authors  from  our  confidence  aud  coun- 
cils for  ever  (L  speak  of  a few  leaders  and  their  im- 
mcur.i  e toois,  not  ot  the  deluded,  as  well  in,  as  out 
or  authority)  we  shall  pass,  if  it  be  the  good  plea- 
sure or  Him  whose  curses  are  tempered  with  mer- 1 
c;es,  through  an  agony  and  a bloody  sweat,  to  peace! 
and  salvation;  to  that  peace  which  ii»  only  to  be* 
found  in  x reconciliation  with  fLm.  “Atheists  and 
madmen  have  been  our  law  givers,”  and  when  I think 
on  cur  pest  conduct  1 shudder  at  the  chastisement 
tnat  may  await  us.  How  has  not  Europe  suffered 
for  her  sins)  Will  England  not  consider,  th;d,  like 
tiie  man  who  but  yi-sterday  bestrode  the  narrow' 
world,  sl>.e  but  <m  Instrument  in  his  hands,  who 
breaker! i the  weapons  of  his  chastisement,  when  the 
measure  of  his  people’s  punishment  is  full  ? 

When  I exhort  to  further  patience— to  resort  to 
constitutional  means  ot  redress  only,  1 know  that 
there  is  such  a thing  as  tyranny  as  well  as  oppres- 
sion. And  that  there  is  no  government  however 
restricted  in  Sts  power,  that  rm.y  not,  bv  abuse,  cu- 
rler pretext  of  exercise  of  its  constitutional  autho- 
rity, drive  its  unhappy  subjects  to  desperation.  Our 
situation  is  indeed  awful.  The  members  of  the 


union  in  juxta  position— held  together  by  no  com 
mon  authority  to  which  men  can  ioolc  up  with  coi.i 
fidence  and  respect.  Smitten  by  the  charms  of  Up 
per  Canada,  our president  h a s-  e ban  don  ed  the  seve 
j\d  states  to  shir-  for  themselves  us  they  can. — -Con 
gress  is  fdo  de  se.  In  practice  there  is  found  lilt! 
difference  between  a government  of  requisitions  oi 
tue  suites,  which  these  disregard,  or  a governonen 
ot  requisitions  on  the  people,  which  the  governor 
save  at  nod  to  make  until  the  public  faith  is  irretriev 
aoly  ruined.  Congress  seemed  barred  by  their  owi 
favorite  act  or  limitations,  from  raising  supplies 
prescription  runs  against  them.  But  let  us  liot  des 
Piir  oi  the  common  wealth.  Some  master  spiri 
mr.y  be  kindled  by  the  collision  of  the  times,  wh 
Will  breath  his  own  soul  into  the  councils  and  arnue 
of  tue  republic  ; and  here  indeed  is  cur  chief e,st  dan 
g’er.  1 he  man  who  is  credulous  enough  to  helievi 
tnat  a constitution*  with  the  skeleton  of  an  esir, 
fcliahment  oi  10,000  men,  not  2,000  strong,  (sue! 
was  our  armv  three  years  ago)  is  the  same  as  witJ 
an  army  oi  60,000  men,  may  be  a very  amiable  neigli 
bor  but  is  utterly  unfit  for  a statesman.  Alread 
our  government  is  in  feet  changed.  We  are  becom 
a mihwy  people,  0f  whom  more  than  of  any  otbe 
it  mig.it  have  been  szld-foriunutos  sun  si  Unant 
rmt.  .r  unaer  such  ci  renin  stances  you  ask  me  whs 
you  arc  to  do,  should  a conscription  of  the  model  c 
Bonnp.  rle  be  attempted  ? I will  n fer  vou  to  irs  r 
puted  projector,  colonel  Monroe.  Ask  him  what  h 
would  have  done,  whilst  governor  of  Virginia  an 
pr-panng  to  resist  federal  u#uvp*lion,  had  such  * 
attempt  been  made  by  Mr.  Adams  and  Ids  ministers 
especially  in  IcAO.  He  can  give  the  answer. 

But  when  you  complain  of  the  representation  , 

of  reply 

articles  oi  Unit  compact,  winch  you  submitted  to* 
for  «cept*i«te  and  to  which  we  reluctantly  accede 
-Oar  const, tuUoi.  is  an  affinr  of  compromise  lie 
tneen  tsie  state; ;,  and  tins  is  the  master  key  wlvic 
unlocks  all  its  difoeulUes.— if  «nv  „f  the  p„,  , ,C, 
the  compact  are  a|SB»t  rfied  with  tlieii; s„ g 
once,  it  t»n,8«  of  amicable  disci, 
mode  pointed  oat  by  the  constitution  itself’  Z,l 
rtiuje  for  dutsolr  ng  the  coriedcracv.  And  - it ' 
W*  ',a4  •*«*  Vik>  stuff  agaltjst  my  cetaitr 


printed  and  uttered  on  this  subject,  by  fire-brands 
who  ought  to  be  quenched  forevar,  I would  remind r 
not  these  editors  of  journals  and  diclairccrs  at  clubs, 
bat  their  deluded  followers,  that  every  word  of  these 
libels  on  the  planters  of  Virginia,  is  as  applicable  to 
the  father  of  his  country  as  to  any  one  among  us  ; 
that  in  the  same  sense  that  we  are*“  slave  holders” 
snd  “ negro  drivers,”  and  “ dealers  in  human  flesh” 
(I  must  be  pardoned  for  culling  a few  of  their  rhe- 
torical flowers)  so  was  he,  and  whilst  they  upbraid 
Virginia  with  her  JefFersons  and  her  Madisons,  they 
will  not  always  remember  to  forget  that  to  Virginia 
they  were  indebted  for  a Washington. 

_ l am,  with  the  highest  respect  and  regard,  dear 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RANDOLPH,  of  Roanoke. 
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Brkf  abstract  of  things  necessary  to  be  knozvn  and  preserved,. 

SENATE. 

Friday,  Dec.  2.  The  bill  (reported  some  days 
ago)  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  the  library  of 
Thomas  Jefferson,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a third  rejuRng. 

The  bill  to  extend  Oliver  Evam’s  patent  for  steam 
engines,  was  read  a third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  house  for  concurrence. 

The  following  motion  of  Mr-  Anderson,  mad© 
some  days  ago,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That,  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred so  much  of  the  message  of  the. president  of 
the  United  btates  as  relates  to.  naval  affairs,  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
provision  by  law,  that  the  officers  and  crews  of  tha 
vessels  authorized  to  be  built  or  purchased,  by  an 
act  passed  the  15th  day  of  November,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  may  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive the  whole  of  the  prize  money  which  may  arise 
from  the  sale  of  such  vessel  or  vessels,  and  their 
cargoes,  as  they  may  capture,  and  which  may  be 
condemned  as'  good  prize  according  to  law  ; and 
that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Thu  bill  further  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  u an 
act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 
fence by  establishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout 
the  United  States,”  reported  by  Mr.  JV or  thing  ton 
(lately  a senator  from  Oaio)  was  taken  up  and  con- 
sidered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Horsey  to  postpone  the  Anther 
consideration  of  the  same  to  the  1st  Monday  in  De- 
cember  next — in  other  words  to  reject  the  bill — 
the  vote  stood  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gore, 
Goiusborough,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Ma- 
son, Smith,  Tail,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Turner, 
Walker — 16 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chase, 
Condit,  Gaillurd,  German,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Ro- 
berts, Varnum,  Wharton — 12. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petit  ion  of  sundry  bankers  and  merchants 
of  New  York  on  the  subject,  reported  a bill  to  in- 

* One  of  our  great  complaints  against  the  mother 
country, previous  to  tiie  declaration  of  independence* 
| was  1 lie  repeated  rejection,  by  the  crown,  of  our 
j bills'  abolishing  the  slave  trade.  With  our  connex- 
j ion  with  Great  Britain  that  traffick  ceased.  Eng- 
1 land  thus  forced  upon  us,  for  the  benefit  of  the  mer- 
chants  of  Bristol,  the  very  slaves  whom  we  are  now 
reproached  with  holding,  anil  wlvnm  she  disciplines 
for  our  destruction.  lj>ccs  she  forget.  Jamaica  aPd 
Barbados. 
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corporate  tltc  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  the  United 
States"  of  America.  [This  hill  is  materially  of  the 
same  character  as  the  first  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee of  w <ys  ana  means.]  The  bill  was  read  and 
passed  to  a second  reading’. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  6 — Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee 
on  naval  affairs,  reported  a bill  for  the  appointment 
of  certain  naval  officers  (three  admirals) — which 
was  read  and  passed  to  a second  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  house  to  provide  for  the  defray- 
ing the  expences  of  the  government,  and  for  the 
payment  of  the  puolic  debt,  by  additional  duties 
on  whiskey.  See.  was  taken  up,  considered  and 
amended. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  German  of  N Y.  to 
strike  out  that  section  of  the  bill  which  authorizes 
tiie  sale  by  distillers  of  liquors  in  any  quantity  not 
le"S  than  one  gallon  ; which  question  was  decided 
in  ‘he  affirmative  by  tlu;  following  vote  : for  the  mo- 
tion 15;  against  it  13. 

A motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Bledsoe  of  Ivy. 
to  strike  out  twenty  cents  (the  proposed  additional 
duty  per  gallon)  and  insert  fifteen  ,•  which  motion 
was  negatived  as  follows  : 

YEAS. — Messrs.  And  arson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chase, 
Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Turner,  Walker,  Whar- 
ton—10. 

N VYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Cmdit,  Diggett,  Dana, 
F unentin,  G iillard,  G ■rratn,  Goldsovrou-gh,  Gore, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mtsoh,  Smith, 
Ta.it,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Varmfin — 19. 

Tne  q euiou  on  the  passage  of  this  bill  to  a 
thirl  re'  iing,  as  amended,  was  decided  in  the  effir- 
M . :\v  by  the  following  decisive  vote  : 

‘YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chase, 
C > ' Jit,  Daggett,  Fromentin  Gailhrd,  German, 
G uvlsooroug.i,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock, 
L m.be-t,  Mason,  M arrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  T*i  . 
T . ■ i or,  Thompson,  Turner,  Varnuin,  Walker,  Whar- 
ton—27. 

N \ Y — M Bledsoe. 

’I'ne  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
national  bonk  bill — Mr.  Mason’s  motion  to  reduce 
tiie  capital  from  fifty  to  twenty  millions  yet  under 
consideration.  Mr.  Smith  of  Mi.  opposed,  and  Mr. 
King  of  N.  Y.  supported  the  motion — And  tiie  bili 
\va;  ' :o  si  pone  t o-morrow. 

H'e  b.esdny,  Dec.  7. — The  bill  authorising  the  up 
po  .i  meat  of  certain  naval  officers  was  read  a second 
time. 

The  senate  took  up  the  amendments  of  the  house 
of  representatives  to  tiie  bill  sent  from  this  house 
making  further  provision  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the 
urmv  of  the  United  States,  winch  they  agreed  to. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

’Mr.  Mason’s  motion  to  reduce  the  proposed  capi- 
tal f the  bank  from  fifi y to  tiventy  millions  being 
yet  und«r  consideration — 

An  able  and.  comprehensive  debate  arose  as  well 
on  the  expediency  of  the  proposed  bank  as  on  the 
particular  motion  before  the  senate,  in  which  Mr. 
King  supported  and  Messrs.  Bibb  of  Geo.  Taylor 
an  1 Smith  opposed  the  reduction  of  the  capital. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Mason’s  mo- 
tion. ; ml  decided  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromen- 
tin, German,  Goldsbiorough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
JKiug,  Lambert,  M.«son,  Thompson — 13. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Chase,  Good  it,  Gail  lard,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts, 
K-‘h  o i,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum, 
W.-ier,  Wharton — 18, 


p°  tiie-  motion  was  lost. 

’I  iie  bill  proposes  that  subscriptions  shall  be  forth- 
with opened  for  forty  millions  of  the  capital  stock. 

Mr.  Mason  moved  to  strike  out  finely  and  insert 
thirty  in  lieu  thereof;  and  a division  of  the  question 
being  required  by  Mr.  Dana — 

The  question  on  striking-  out  the  word  forty  was 
negatived,  by  precisely  the  same  vole  as  that  just 
recorded. 

After  making  further  progress  in  the  bill,  the 
senate  adjourned. 

Thursday,  December  8.  The  bill  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  was  further  discussed  ; and  amendments 
proposed  thereto,  some  of  which  were  agreed  to,  and 
others  rejected. 

' The  question  to  engross  the  bill  for  a third  reading 
(a  decisive  question)  exhibited  the  following  result 
in  favor  of  the  bill : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Chase,  Condit,  GailUrd,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts, 
Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum, 
Walker,  Wharton — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dans,  Fromen* 
tm,  German,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
King,  L.imljert,  Mason,  Thompson — 13. 

Friday , December  9.  The  bill  from  l lie  house  for 
laying-  additional  duties  on  carriages  and  carriage 
harness,  was,  as  amended  in  the  se«at»,  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  making  additional  appropriations  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1814,  and  tiie  bill  requiring  the 
st-’.il  officers  of  the  army  to  comply  with  the  requi- 
sitions of  marine  and  naval  officers  in  certain  cases, 
were  ordered  to  he  read  a third  time.  „ 

Th  engrossed  bill  to  incorporate  tiie  subscribers 
to  the  bank  of  the  United  St  tes  of  America,  was 
read  a third  time.  The  question  “shall  the  bill 
pass  ?’?  w s decided  by  the  following  vote  : 

YrE  AS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Breed, 
Chas',  Condit,  L-cock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson, 
Soilh,  Tv  it,  Taylor,  Turner,  Walker,  Varnum, 
Wharton— 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dtna,  Fromen- 
’m,  Guillard,  German,  Goidborough,  Gore,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Thompson — 14. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  house  for 
concurrence.  - 

Saturday , December  10.  The  bill  to  provide  ft  r 
defraying  the  expences  of  the  government  and  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  public  credit,  by  duties  on 
carriages  and  carriage  harness ; the  bill  to  require 
staff  officers  of  the  arm)  to  comply  with  the  requi- 
sitions of  naval  officers  in  certain  c*ses  ; and  the 
oil!  m iking  additional  appropriations  for  t lie  service 
•of  the  year  1814  ; were  read  a third  time  and  passed, 
and  the  first  and  last  of  them  returned  to  the  house 
for  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 

Tuesday , December  13.  The  bill  auiSicrizing  the 
appointment  of  certain  naval  officers  therein  named, 
was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

[The  bill  authorizes  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
senate,  to  appoint  one  vice-admiral,  and  two  rear  ad- 
mirals ; and  fixes  their  compensation.] 

No  other  legislative  business  of  moment  Irs  been 
clone  by  the  senate  within  tiie  two  last  clave. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  11.  The  senate  resumed  tiie 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  lay  additional  duties  ou 
sales  at  auction,  postage  on  letters,  and  retailer’s 
licences. 

Mr.  Horsey  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  the 
section  laying  hti  additional  duty  of  fifty  per  cent  $li 
tiie  present  rales  of  postage.. 
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This  motion  was  decided  thus: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dina,  German,  Gore, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Smith, 
Thompson — 11 . 

NAYS — Messrs,  llibb,  Illedsoe,  Chase,  Condi t, 
Tromentin,  Gnilhird,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Turner,  Varmint),  Walker,  "Wheaton — 14. 

This  bill  having  been  otherwise  amended,  was 
ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  senate  re  considered  its  vote  to  amend  the 
whiskey  tax  bill  by  striking  out  the  section  allow- 
ing distillers  to  sell  any  quantity  of  liquor  not  less 
than  one  gallon;  and  having  determined  to  insist 
thereon,  and  request  a conference  9$  the  same  with 
the  house,  Messrs.  Taylor,  King  m<X  Bledsoe  were 
appointed  managers  thereof  on  J.he  part  of  this 
house. 

Mr.  G ire  gave  notice  that  he  should  to-morrow 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  for  allowing  to  the  widow 
of  the  hvte  vice  president  his  salary  for  the  remainder 
of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected. 

Thursday , Dec.  35.  The  bill  from  the  house  for 
laying  additional  taxes  on  sales  at  auction,  postages 
and  retailer's  licences,  as  amended,  was  read  a third 
time,  and  the  amendments  sent  to  the  senate  for 
their  concurrence  therein.  The  following  was  the 
vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill; 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  H led soe,  Brown, 
Chase,  Condit  Fromentin,  Gail.Lrd,  Locock,  Mason, 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,  Taylor,  Turner,  | 
Ysrirnm,  Walker,  Wharton — 19. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Dagger,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
King,  Lambert,  Thompson— 7. 

Air.  Gore,  agreeably  to  notice  given  by  him  hav- 
ing obtained  leave,  introduced  a bill,  “authorising 
the  payment  to  the  widow  of  Ethridge  Gerry,  de- 
ceased, late  vice-president  of  the  United  States,  of 
such  salary,  as  would  have  been  payable  to  him  dur- 
ing the  residue  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elect- 
ed, had  he  so  long  lived  which  bill  was  read  and 
passed  to  a second  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  house  to  the  senate’s  mili- 
tia draft  bill,  were  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith, 
referred  to  the  military  committee. 

HOUSE  OE  It  E P It  US  K XT  AT  I V ES . 

December  l.— A report  was  received  from  the  secretary  of  the 
ravv  relative  to  the  cost,  expenditures  and  state  of  the  navy  yard. 
The  house  resolved  to  meet  at  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning  tor  the 
remainder  of  the  session. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  provide  additional  revenue  for  defraying 
the  expenses  'of  government  and  midutipning  public  credit,  by 
duties  011  sales  at  auction,  on  the  postage  of  letters,  and  on  licenses 
to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandize,  was 
read  a third  time.  The  question  011  the  passage  of  the  hill  was 
decided  by  the  following  votes; 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery,  Barbour, 
Bard,  Bsiyly,  of  Va.  Bhwen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Bu'nvell,  Butler,  ) 
Caldwell.  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Cloptoti,  Comstock.  | 
Condict.  Canard,  Cox,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Culhbert,  Dana,  Davis,  j 
orPenn.  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earl.  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow, 
Fisk,  of  Vt.  Fisk,  of  N.  Y.  Forney,  Forsythe,  Franklin,  Gaston,! 
Geddas.  Gholson.  Glasgow.  Goodwin,  Gourdin,  Griitin.  Grdsvenor,  j 
Dali,  Harris.  Ilasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  of  Ken.  1 lowed,  Hub- 
bard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  JrwinJ 
Jolt. rsom  ;<f  Virg.  Johnson  of  Ken-  Kennedy,  Kent,  of  N.  Y.  Kent, 
of  M !.  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbotirn,  Lefferts,  Lowml-s,  Lyle,  Macon.  I 
jM‘Coy,  M‘Kee,  M'Ki’m,  MLean,  Montgomery,  Moure.  Murfrce,  j 
jSt.  Ison,  Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Par  hi  r.  Pearson,  Piper,  Plea-  i 
s-'.nr^,  Rea,  of  Penn.  Rhea,  of  Ten.  Bieh,  Roane,  Rob-rtson,  Sage,  I 
"Sc'vbert,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Skinner,  Smith,  of  N*  Y.  Smith,  of  Penn. 
Smith,  of  Virg.  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Taimeliill,  Taylor, 
Ti  1 fur,  Troup,  Udr  e,  Ward,  of  N.  J.  Williams,  Wilson,  of  Penn,  j 
■Whiter.  Yancey.— 114. 

NA  YSt— Messrs.  Ijayljes,  of  Alass.  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  | 
fJ)  un»non.  Gilley,  Cooper,  Davenport.  Davis,  of  Mass.  Ely,  Haie,ij 
Jlcndcrsou.  Ifttrlbc ft, Jackson;  of  R.  I.  King. of  Mass.  Lewis,  Low,  I 
J.ovett.  Miller  Mosely,  Marfcell,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  J.  Reed,  Rug-  j 
$-,j  s,  Sehttrerttan,  Shiphml.  Stuyges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vow,  I 
AV ord.  of  Mavs.  Webster,  Wheaton  Wilcox — .15.  j 

So  the  bill  was  past  and  sent  £0  the  hduseTOr  concurrence. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  provide  additional  revenue  for  defraying  j 
tJ;  - extHtnses  of  government  and  maintaining  public  credit,  by  [ 
duties  on  carriages.  &c.  was  then  read  a third  time  ’arid  passed  writ- 1 
>ut  debate,  by  tiie  following  votj*; — For  the  bill  120— Against  it  21. !, 
The  president’s  message  coinmifnicutmg  the  despatches  from  I 
was  received  and  yead. 


1 December  2.— The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  Irom 
j the  secretary  of  the  tn  iwuiy,  in  reply  to  one  Irom  the  sp-akcr 
requiring  a warrant  lor  money  to  defray  the  charges  of  d.is  house, 
apprizing  fiim  that,  the  appropriation  on  this  head  being  exhausted, 
a further  provision  therefor  by  law  was  necessary.  The  letter  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  on  the  intimation  of  Mr.  Ingham  that 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  were  about  to  act  on  the  subject. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  to  call  out  80,430  militia  was  discussed 
in  commilteeoi  the  whole,  ami  substantially  agreed  to.  The  house 
then  look  up  the  other  bill,  from  the  senate  to  ‘Till  the  ranks  of  the. 
army” — [This  bill  authorises  the  enlistment  of  minors  and  a 
motion  to  strike  out  that  part  of  it  was  lost— 83  to  SI.]  Afterwards 
some  time  was  spent  on  the  volunteer  bill. 

December  3.— Progress  was  made  in  the  bill  to  fill  the  ranks  of 
the  army,  and  in  some  other  business. 

December  5,  (Monday).— Mr.  Eppes  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  reported  a bill  supplemental  to  the  act  authorizing  a 
loan  lbr  the  several  sums  of  twenty-five  miliums  of  dollars  and 
three  millions  of  dollars,  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

[This  bill  authorizes  the  issuing  by  the  treasury  department  to 
the  amount  of  any  part  of  the  authorized  loans  not  borrowed,  or 
not  having  come  into  the  treasury,  treasury  notes,  in  lieu  thereof, 
in  the  usual  form.] 

The  house  took  up  the  hill  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  army— an 
amendment  was  made  so  that  the  recruit  tinder  twenty-one  years 
of  age  should  be  allowed  four  days,  .unrestrained,  after  enlistment, 
to  iv-consiiler  and  withdraw  the  same.  Tiie  bill  was  then  ordered 
to  a third  reading  9>.  to  55,  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avert', 
Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett, Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Iiurwrll,  Calhoun, 
Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard, 
Crawford,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis,  of  Penn.  Denoyelles, 
Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Fisk,  of  N.  Y.  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin. 
Gholson,  Gooiiwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbro uck, 
Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Ken.  Hubbard,  Humphreys.  Ingersoll,  Ingham, 
Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson,  of  Virg.  Johnson,  of  Ken.  Kennedy.  K*  rv, 
Kn-shaw,  Kilhourn,  King,  of  N.  C.  Lefivrts.  Lowndes,  Lyle.  M‘Coy, 
M’Kee,  M'Kirn,  MLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  N;  Ison,  Newton. 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea,  of  Penn.  Rhea, 
of  Ten.  Itieh,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner, 
Smyth  of  Virg.  TannelvilJ,  Taylor,  Telfair."  Troup,  Udrce,  Ward, 
of  N.  J.  ‘Williams,  Wilson,  of  Penn.  Yancey— 92. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Baylies,  of  Mass.  Bayly,  of  Virg.  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckemidge,  Brigham,  Butler,  Caperton.  Ciiley, 
Cox,  Culpepper,  Davenport,  Davis,  of  Mass.  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Grosvenor,  Hale,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hurlbert,  Jackson,  of  R.  1. 
Kent,  of  N.  Y.  King,  of  Mass.  Lewis.  Lovett,  Macon,  Moseley, 
Markell,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
Win.  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sheifey,  Shiplitrd,  Smith,  of  N.  Y. 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vosc,  Ward,  of 
Mass.  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Mass.  Winter. 
—55.'  ' 

December  6.— The  volunteer  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading — read  a third  time,  passed  and  sent  to  the 
senate. 

'fhe  bill  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  army  was  read  a third  time  as 
amend  ii  and  passed— £5  th  52,  arid  sent  to  the  senate  for  concur- 
rence, SeVeral  other  bills  were  progressed  in. 

Tiie  house,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Eppes  of  Virg.  resolved  itself 
into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Breckenridgn , of  Va.  in  the 
chair,  on  the  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  authorising  a loan  for 
25  millions, and  the  act  lately  passed  authorising  a loan  of  three 
millions  for  the  service  ol  the  current  year, 

[The  first  section  of  the  hill  authorizes  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  to  direct  treasury  notes  to  he  prepared,  signed  and  issued 
for  and  in  lieu  of  so  much  of  tiie  sum  authorized  to  be  borrowed 
on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  hy  the  twenty-five  million  and 
three  million  loan  acts,  as  has  no^  "been  borrowed  or  otherwise 
employed  in  the  issue  of  the  treasury  notes  according  to  law  , 
provided  the  whole  amount  so  to  be  issued  shall  not  exceed 
7,50  ,000,  and  applied  to  the  same  uses  as  the  logos  so  authorized 
were  intended  to  be  applied. 

The  second  section  authorizes  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes  in 
like  manner  for  a f urther  sum  of  three  millions,  to  defray  the  ex- 
pellees of  the  war  department  for  the  remainder  Of  this  year,  and 
one  million  for  the  navy  department. 

The  third,  fourth, fifth  and  sixth  sections  provide  these  treasury 
not  3 shall  he  in  the  same  form  and  possess  the  same  qualities  :;s 
(lie  treasury  notes  already  authorized,  be  redeemable  in  the  same 
manner,  appropriates  money  therefor,  Tec.  as  well  as  lbr  the  ex- 
pmces  of  issuing  atul  distributing  said  notes  and  for  punishing 
counterfeits  thereof.] 

The  bill  having  been  read  through— 

Mr.  Eppes  quoted  extracts  from  the  letter  last  received  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  which  we  take  this  opportunity  pub- 
lish at  length,  viz: 

Washington.  Dec.  ?,  18 14. 

Sir — Your  letter  of  fhe  27th  of  November  has  been  referred  to 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  lam  instructed  mask  for 
the  amount  of  the  payments  to  lv  made  during  the  present  quar- 
ter on  account  of  the  public  debt;  the  funds  prepared  to  imG, 
those  payments,  and  any  other  information  which  may  enable  the. 
committee  to  decide  as  to  the  necessity  of  adopting  additional 
measures  for  meeting  the  public  engagements  during  the  present 
quarter  of  the  year. 

I have  the  honor  to  he  vour  most,  obedient, 

JOHN  W.  F.TTES. 

Ih.norablc  Mr.  Dallas. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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Treasury  Department,  December  2,  1814. 
5ir-I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter, 
dateJ  this  in  irning,  stating  that  mine  of  the  27Ui  of  November,  ad- 
dressed to  the  committee  on  a national  bank,  has  been  referred  to 
the  committee  of  ways  aiul  uuans. 

In  my  communications  to  ttie  committees  of  congress,  I have 
never  been  disposed  to  disguise  the  embarrassments  of  the  treasury. 
A frank  and  full  development  of  existing  evils  will  always,  I 
bop-,  be  best  calculated  to  secure  the  attention  and  exertion  of 
the  public  authorities;  and,  with  legislative  aid,  I am  still  confident, 
that  all  the  difficulties  of  a deficient  revenue,  a suspended  circu- 
lating medium,  and  a depressed  credit,  may  be  speedily  and  com- 
pletely overcome.  My  only  apprehension  arises  front  the  lapse  ol 
time;  as  a remedy  which  would  be  effectual  to-day,  will,  perhaps, 
only  serve  to  increase  the  disorder  to-morrow. 

I n answering  the  enquiries  of  your  letter,  permit  me  to  state: 
7 st,  The  amount  of  the  payments  which  were  to  be  made  during 
the  whole  of  the  present  quarter  on  account  of  the  public  debt, 
and  the  fumts  prepared,  or  applicable  to  meet  those  payments:  'd, 
The  payments  that  remains  to  be  made  and  the  funds  that  remain  to 
meet  them,  tor  the  residue  of  the  quarter:  and,  3d.  General  infor- 
matiou  in  relation  to  additional  measures,  for  meeting  the  publip 
engagements. 

1st.  point.  It  is  respectfully  stated,  agreeably  to  an  estimate 
which  wus  formed  on  the  4th  of  October,  1814: 

Dr. 

1 .That  during  the  quarter  commencing  thcjl  of  Oct. 

Igl4,  and  ending  the  1st  of  January,  1815,  includ- 
ing both  days,  there  was  payable  for  the  principal 
and  inteivst  of  treasury  notes,  during  the  whole 
quarter,  chiefly  at  .Boston,  New -York  and  Philadel- 
phia, a sum  of 

C.  That  during  the  same  period,  there  was  payable 
fir  the  principal  and  interest  of  temporary  loans,  at 
Boston,  Baltimore  and  Charleston,  the  sum  of  771,125 

©.That  during  the  same  period, tin  re  was  payable  in 
dividends  upon  the  public  funded  debt, at  the  sever- 
al loan  offices,  the  sum  of  1,500,000 


rity  granted  by  the  act  of  congress,  passed  the  14th 
of  March  1812  and  payable  at  Boston  on  the  fif- 
teenth and  thirty  first  of  December,  amount  to  506,875 


dolls.  5,526,275  80 


Cr. 


4,457,063  SO 


That  on  the  28th  ultimo,  there  Were  bank  credits 
in  the  banks  specified  in  the  schedule  n.  applica- 
ble to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt  during  the 
present  quarter  (deducting  the  amount  of  bank 
credits  (813,000)  which, as  it  could  not  be  transfer- 
red for  the  payment  of  public  debt,  has  been  re- 
cently applied  to  the  appropriations  for  the  war  and 
navy  depart>ueiits)amounting  to 
That  the  amount  receivable  during  the  remainder 
of  the  present  year,  on  account  of  the  loan  ofG 
millions,  applicable,  also,  to  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt,  if  no  failure  in  payment  occurs,  will 
Ik*  about 

That  the  estimated  amount,  receivable  during  tile 
remainder  of  the  present  year,  on  account  of  cus- 
toms, applicable,  also.  to  the  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  (subject,  howev.  r,  to  various  contingencies, 
such  as  the  non-payment  of  bonds,  the  payment  of 
bonds  in  treasury  notes,  &c.  may  be  stated  at 
The  estimated  amount,  receivable  during  the  re- 
mainder a:'  the  present  year,  on  account  of  the 
sales  of  public  land,  subject,  however,  to  contin- 
gent payments  in  treasury  notes,  may  be  stated  at 
The  estimated  amount,  receivable  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  present  year,  lor  internal  duties 
and  direct  tax,  subject,  however,  to  contingent  pay- 
ments in  treasury  notes,  may  be  stated  at 


2,371,287  12 


450,000 


350, 0C0 


150,000 


dolls.  3,772,287  13 


I From  this  second  view  of  the  debt  and  credit  of  the  account,  li- 
dolls.  7,128,124  80  milted  merely  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  becoming  due 


Cr. 


1.  That  there  were  bank  credits  scattered  through- 
out tins  United  States,  on  he  first  of  October,  1314, 
amounting  by  estimate  to 

$.  Tint  there  was  receivable  from  the  customs  dar- 
ing the  whole  quarter,  the  sum  of 

3.  That 'here  was  receivable  on  account  of  the  sah-s 
of  public  lands,  during  the  same  period,  a sum  of 

4.  That  there  w as  receivable  on  account  of  the  inter- 
nal duties  and  direct  taxes,  during  the  same  period, 
a sum  of 

5.  That  there  was  receivable  on  account  of  loans, 
duriug  the  same  period,  a sum  of 

fi.  That  there  might  be  obtained,  upon  an  issue  of 
treasury  notes,  during  the  same  period,  a sum  of 
about 


2.500.000 

1.802.000 
160,000 

900,000 

1,700,000 

2,500,0.00 


5,525,275  80 


dolls.  9.560,  00 


From  which  it  results. 

1.  That  the  amount  qt  t'.ie  whole  payments  for  divi. 
dends  of  public  debt,  for  temporary  loans,  and  for 
treasury  notes,  during  the  whole  of  the  current 
quarter;  was 

2.  That  the  amount  of  the  whole  of  the  estimated  re- 
ceipts of  the  treasury,  was 


7,128,194 
9,56  0,000 


for  the  residue  of  the  presentjquarter,  it  appears, 

1.  That  the  debt  amounts  to  the  sum  of 

2.  That  the  resources  to  pay  the  debt  (excluding  the 
sum  applied  to  the  army  and  navy  departments  as 
before  stated,  and  excluding  the  possible  proceeds 
of  new  loans,  and  n.wv  issues  of  treasury  notes,  for 
the  single  purpose  ol  paying  public  debt)  amount 

to  3,772, -.87  13 

dolls.  1,753,988  67 

The  difference  between  the  results  of  the  statements,  under  the 
first  and  second  points,  will  be  accounted  for,  by  the  unexpected 
effect  of  payments  in  treasury  notes,  on  account  of  dut'n  s,  taxes 
and  laud;  by  the  total  cessation  ol'the  ii3e  of  treasury  notes,  either 
to  pay  the  public  creditors  or  to  raise  money;  and  by  an  unavoida- 
ble variance  in  i stihaates.  depending  upon  a variance  in  the  state 
ui  information  at  the  treasury.  A priority  of  payment  may  be 
justly  claimed  by  the  holders  of  the  funded  debt;  and,  therefore, 
it  is  proper  to  add, 

1.  That  the  amount  of  public  credit,  as  estimated  in 

the  proceeding  statement,  is  the  sum  of  3,772,237  13 

2.  That  the  amount  of  the  dividend  on  the  old  and 
new  funded  debt,  payable  on  the  first  of  January, 

1815,  is  the  sum  of  1.373,000 


Leaving  a surplus  of  receipts  of 


It  is. believed  that  this  estimate,  formed  upon  official  facts  and 
experience,  would  have  been  substantially  realized  in  the  event,  if 
the  banks  had  not  suddenly  determined  to  suspend  their  payments 
in  specie.  But  for  that  occurrence,  the  dividend  on  the  public 
debt  would  have  been  punctually  paid  to  the  individual  creditors 
of  Boston  on  the  first  of  October  last;  the  transfer  of  the  public 
lands  from  one  place  to  another  place. in  order  to  meet  the  public 
engagements,  would  have  continued  easy  and  certain;  the  credit 
and  use  of  treasury  notes  (limited  to  the  specified  amount)  would 
probably  have  been  preserved;  and  the  revenue  arising  from  duties 
and  taxes,  would  not  have  been  materially  intercepted,  if  at  all 
sn  its  passage  to  the  treasury,  by  payments  in  treasury  notes. 

2 Point. 

Dr. 

3.  That  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  treasury 
notes;  payable  during  the  present  quarter,  and 
which  have  already  fallen  due,  there  remains  on 
this  day  unpaid,  at  the  places  mentioned  in  the 
schedule  A,  the  sum  of 

2.  That  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  treasury 
notes  which  will  become  due  on  or  before  the  first 
ol  January,  1815,  af  the  places  mentioned  in  the 
schedule  B,  amount  to 

3.  That  the  dividends  on  the  public  debt  payable  on 
the  first  of  January,  1185, iat  the  places  mentioned 
in  schedule  C.  amount  to  the  sum  of 
That  the  principal  and  interest  of  temporary  loans, 
payable  during  the  present  quarter,  and  contract- 
yd  at  the  treasury,  in  part  execution  of  the  autho 


3.  And  that, consequently,  the  surplus  of  the  resour- 
ce?, after  s.it.sfy:ng  that  single  object,  is  the  sum 
dolls.  2,431,805  20  9f  dolls-  1,899,237  1.3 

It  will  be  observed,  that  these  estimates  do  not  include,  as  an 
item  of  the  debt,  the  dividend  of  the  funded  debt,  amounting  to 
200,000  dollars,  which  was  not  actually  paid  to  the  individual 
creditors  at  Boston  on  the  1st  of  October  last.  But  it  is  omitted, 
because  an  adequate  fund  in  the  state  bank  was  seasonably  pro- 
vided for  the  occasion,  and  the  usual  treasury  draft  was  issued  in 
favor  of  the  commissioners  of  loans,  so  as  to  deduct  a corresponding 
amount  ironvtlie  bank  credits  of  the  government.  The  state  bank 
declined,  for  several  reasons  (which  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat) 
paying  in  coin,  or  in  bank  notes,  and  most  of  the  public  creditors 
refused  to  accept  the  treasury  notes,  which  the  banks  offetet!  to 
them,  as  an  alternative  payment.  It  is  not  considered,  that,  under 
j these  circumstances,  connected  with  the  general  state  ot'  the  cir- 
culating medium  (which  places  the  power  of  the  government  u> 
i meet  iis  engagements,  on  the  same  looting  with  the  power  of  the 
J ipost  opulent  of  its  citizens)  tlure  can  exist  any  just  reproach  upon 
I the  public  credit,  or  resources.  But,  nevertheless,  efforts  have,  been 
j anxiously  mad  - by  this  department,  and  are  still  in  operation,  to 
! satisfy  the  public  creditors,  independent  of  the  fuixl  which  was 
j originally  set  apart,  and  w hich  still  remains  on  deposit  at  the  state 
bank,  by  all  the  r vusining  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  treasury, 
j Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  have  I included  in  the  statement  of  our 
1 resources  to  pay  the  public  debt,  the  unexecuted  authority  to 
! borrow  upon  public  loans,  and  to  issue  treasury  notes.  I have  only 
| included  the  items  of  revenue,  which,  in  ordinary  times,  would  be 
j deemed  certain  and  effective:  reserving  any  surplus  of  those  items, 
j with  the  loan  and  the  nvasury  notes,  to  meet  the  general  appropri- 
| ations  for  the  public  service. 

Third  point.—  It  is  respectfully  stated,  that  the  non-payment  ol 
t!;p  tr:  usury  note*,  and  the  hazard  of  not  being  able  to  pay  'be  d,i- 


1,902,630  80 


1,3 13,720 


1,873,070 
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deposited  to  the  place  in  which  they  were  wanted.  I have  endea- 
vored, tiierdore,  to  induce  the  banks,  as  the  performance  of  an  act 
of  j ostice,  not  inconsistent  with  their  interest,  or  their  policy,  to 
assist  in  alleviating  the  fiscal  embarrassments  of  the  government, 
which  they  have  thus  contributed  to  produce.  The  answers  to  my 
last  proposition  (of  which  a copy  is  annexed,  in  schedule  E)  have 
not  been  received. 

But  the  danger  of  depending  upon  gratuitous  aids,  (of  depending* 
indeed,  upon  any  thing  hut  the  wisdom  and  the  vigilance  ol' con- 
gress) makes,  with  tv.  ry  day's  experience,  a deeper  imprtmiou 
upon  the  mind.  In  speaking,  therefore,  of  additional  measures  for 
meeting  the  public  engagements,  during  the  present  quarter  of 
the  year,  I derive  great  satisfaction,  in  reflecting  upon  the  inevi- 
table and  immediate  effect  of  the  legislative  sanction  (even  so  far 
its  it  has  already  been  given)  to  a sealed  and  productive  system  of 
taxes,  fordefrayi  ig  the  expellees  of  government,  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit.  This. policy,  embracing,  in  its  course,  the  intro- 
duction of  a national  circulating  medium,  ami  the  proper  facili- 
ties for  anticipating,  collecting  and  distributing  the  public  reve- 
nue, will,  at  ouutt,  enliven  the  public  credit,  and  ev*>n  tile  existing 
resources  of  the  present  quarter,  must  ripen  and  expand  under 
an  influence  so  auspicious.  But  something  may  be  conveniently 
and  usefully  added.  Tor  instance: 

3.  A discretionary  authority  may  be  given,  by  law,  to  issue  trea- 
sury notes,  for  the  amount  of  the  sums  now  authorised  to  be 
raised  bv  lew. 

2.  An  mi  thorny  may  be  given,  by  law,  to  transfer  bank  credits, 
tram  on*  place  to  another  place,  in  order  to  meet  the  public 
engagemoj.es  allowing  a reasonable  rate  of  exchange* 

J3.  Appropriations  may  i»e  made,  by  law,  to  defray  the  extra  «x- 
pencs-s  of  the  war  and  aavy  departments,  during  the  present 
ysar;  and  a general  authority  may  W?  given,  to  horrow,  or  to 
issue  avasury  notes,  t.i  supply  any  deficiency  in  former  appro- 
priations lor  tiiosr  departments,  and  for  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt,  the  treasury  notes  and  the  civil  list. 

The  present  opportunity  enable*  me  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  I 
am  .preparing,  with  ail  possible  dilig**ice,  to  report  to  the  cow* 
tnitue  of  ways  and  means,  upon  the  subjects  which  they  hav» 
kfj  phased  to  confide  to  me. 

3.  'Tite  tax-hills  arc  nuilt.rous,  new  in  some  of  their  principles,  and 
complicated  in  most  ui  tlieir  details;  nor  ate  the  best  source*  of 
uiihrmaiion  at  hand.  They  will,  however,  be  drafted,  and  aent 
to  the  committee  i > succession. 

2.  Tin?,  plan  lor  establishing  a competent  sinking  fund  is  under 
consideration, and  st-iii,  probably,  bercody  to  be  reported,  before 
the  tax-iiifis  aiv  pat-sed. 

3.  The  estimates  for  uir  expences  of  1815;  the  annual  appropria- 
tion bill;  and  the  oilis  to  authorise  a loan,  and  au  issue  of  trea- 
sury notes  for  filial  year,  are,  also,  objects  of  Munition. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient 
s want,  A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Joyrt  IV.  Eppcs,  esq • chairman  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Ep.ies  tlk  jj  examined  the  object  of  this  bill,  which  was  to 
carry  into  effeetthe  secretary’s  recommendations  except  that  port 
-which  relates  to  t!w>  transfer  of  funds  from  one  quarter  to  another, 
which  they  h.id  determined  to  postpone  until  the  question  relating 
fio  a national  bank  should  hays  been  finally  acted  on,  &c. 

The  blanks  in  the  bill  were  then  filled,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppcs, 
with  seven  and  a hall  millions  to  supply  the  possible  deficiency  in 
the  two  loans,  and  with  three  millions  for  tin*  deficiency  in  the 
provision  for  the  military,  and  one  million  for  the  deficiency  in  the 
provision  for  the  naval  service  for  the  remainder  of  "tlie  present 
ye’sr. 

r No  debate  took  place  on  (lie  principle  of  the  bill.  Some  discus- 
sion Ami  amendment  took  plac-  ou  the  section  for  punishing 
ecourrtGrtl'iters  of  the  bills,  in  which  Messrs.  Gaston,  AVanl  and 
jiopkius  of  Ken.  took  part. 

The  committee  at  length  rose  and  reported  the  bill;  which,  the 
r.ineiidments  having  been  concurred  in,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  pending  tomorrow. 

The  house  then  resolved  itsc-fi  into  a committee  of  the  whole, 
.on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,on  the  bill  making  further  appropriations 
tor  the  support  of  tin:  government  during  the  remainder  of  tiie 
year,  Mr.  Lewis  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Epps-s  read  a letter  he  had  received  from  the  secretary  of 
War  i:i  relation  to  the  deficiency  of  appropriations  in  that  depart- 
ment; from  which  it  appeared  that  though  it  was  impossible  to 
ascertain  with  precision  at  tbits  time  the  number  of  militia  in 
service  doing  the  past  summer,  there  was  little  doubt  but  their 
expellees  would  greatly  exceed  the  appropriations  made  for  those 
objects. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  blanks  iu  this  bill  were  then  filled 
.With  three  millions  lbr  the  military  department,  on-,  million  for 
ti  naval  department  and  other  sums  for  the  expences  of  cou- 
glCS3,  &c.  &c. 

And  the  committee  voye  and  reported  the  bill,  width  as  amended, 
was  ordered  to  !>.:  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Ingev-soii  laid  upon  the  table,  without  prelhci?,  the  following 
residuum,: 

Revolted,  That  the  committee  on  military  affair*  he  instruct  -d  to 
»•'!>• -r  i>>  this  house  a bill  or  hit  Is  lor  c,m»s*uy;itg'tlu-  free  male- 


on!::^rd^rr  sitting  was  occupied  in  committee 

«iii..n*  . 10  c?,°.u  toe  consideration  of  the  bill  authorising  the  jut* 

United  StS  n,t°  Sei'vice  80’430  *uiiitia  lor  the  defence  of  the 

Pecem^er  8*  ^'he  engrossed  hill  “supplemental  to  the 
„,irl  ■"prizing a loan  for  the  several  sums  of  25  millions  of  dollars 
Tf,  rwf  '“iIuohs  ot  dollars, ’’  was  ivad  the  third  time  and  passed. 

‘^ct'grossed  hill  making  additional  impropriations  for  the  ser- 
g.,. th*-  year  1814,  wa«  read  a third  lime  and  passed. 

Pffembet[  Mr.  Eppcs  reported  two  hills  lor  support* 
wa^JL*  j ,c  V'dll—,ht  fir';t  to  lay  a duty  on  various  goods, 
_Y,  s and  merchandize  manufactured  witiiiq  the  United  States 
and  nwwi'V0  t?x.,.'0,st‘s  Uept  exolusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage, 
and  ou  gold  and  silver  watches.  w 

The  bill  respecting  militia  drafts  was  discussed  in  committee  of 
tne  wnoie.  A motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  was  discussed  at 
length  ; negatived,  only  44  rising  in  favor  of  it. 

Saturday,  Dec.  10.  The  bill  from  the  senate  “to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States  of  America,”  was 
l"‘<r.e  1'fa"  a»d  reftrred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

.*  ,e  ,e>  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  Gf  tlie  com- 
mittee of  t ie  whole  ch  the  senate’s  bill  to  author!/..-  the  president  to 
tv f,nt0  Sf  l v'ee  8(V3  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  frouti-.  rs. 

Mr.  Stockton  moved  that  the  said  bill  b-j  iudefinitivelv  postponed 
Altera  In ovyd*-bate,  negatived—  5(5  for,  95  against  it.  'Several  in- 
cftectna!  motions  were  now-  made  to  adjourn,  ike. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  consider  and  separately  to  agregto 
all  the  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  of  tin-  wholef  That 
amendment  made  in  the  committee  of  the  whole,  on  motion  or  Rlr. 
Ep|ms.  to  reduce  the  term  of  service  of  the  militia  to  he  drafted 
from  two  yra-rs  to  one  year,  was  agreed  to  by  the  following  vote:  ’ 
YEAS— Messrs.  AlexoiuKr,  Alston,  Barbour,  Bard,  Baylies  of 
Mass  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckeiridge,  Brigham,  Bin-well,  Butler 
Caperton,  Cennon,  Clopton,  Culpepper,  Cuilibert.  Desha,  Ely! 
Eppcs,  Fisk,  of  Vt.  Franklin,  Gaston,  Gbolson,  Gooclw)  n,  Gros- 
vwior.  Hale,  Harris,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Humphreys,  Johnson,  of 
V*.  Kennedy,  Kent,  of  Md.  Kerr,  King,  of  Mas».  Lewis,  Lovett 
Macon,  MlCoy,  MLeau,  Moor*,  Mosul*;),  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pit-asanis 
JolmRml,  Rich, Roane. Ruggles,  Stiybert,  SiiettVv,  Skimifr,  Smith! 
or  Va.  Stanford,  Voso.  Ward,  of  Mass.  Ward,  of  N.  J.  White.  Wil- 
cox, Wilson,  of  Mass.  Wright — 6 .. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer.  Averv  Barnett.  Bines,  Bov.en 
Brown,  Caldwell  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clark,  Comstock.  Couditt! 


ton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Rhea,  of  Penn.* Rhea,  of 
l>n.  R'olwrtson,  Sag;'-,  SJharp,  Smitii  of  Pa.  TauntliiH,  Taylor,  Tel- 
fair, Udrrf,  Webster,  Williams,  Wilson,  of  Penn.  Yam-ey— 57. 

A motion  w*»  than  made  by  Mr.  Macon  to  ament!  the  bill,  as  re- 
commended liy  the  select  committee  of  this  house,  so  as  to  place 
the  apportionment  on  the  basis  of free  white  population,  instead  ol  the 
basis  of  representation  i.i  congms,on  which  llie  senate  had  placed  it. 

And  the  yefisand  ii3ys  haviug  been  required  on  this  motion— 

The  house  at  length  adjourned,  a little  before  S o’clock,  after  a 
setting  of  nearly  ten  hours. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  hill  from  the  senate 
authorising  a draft  of  80,430  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  to  place  the  apportionment  of  t'>e 
draft  on  the  basis  of  military  strength  (or  free  white  population)  in- 
stead of  the  basis  of  representation  on  which  it  now  stands,  being 
under  consideration, 

Mr.  Kennedy  supported  the  motion  at  considerable  length  ? and 
oth-r  gentlemen  spoke  for  and  against  the  motion  ; which  was  at 
length  decided  in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Barbour, Bind.  Bar 


m ry,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Orinshy,  Pearson,  Pick  ns,  Pi!  a- 
*ant*.  Roane,  Robertson,  Sevier,  Sharp,  S urrey,  Smith,  of  Yu* 
S.anford,  Stuait,  Tamiciiill,  Tdrair,  Wiiite, Wilson, of  Pen.  Wright, 
Yancey— 66. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Avery,  Baylics,  of  Mass.  Bigelow.  Bowen,  Boyd  , 
Bradbury,  Bra  ['ey,  Brig! tarn,  Brown,  Butl-r,  Calhoun,  Camioi.j 
Cuampioo,  Ciliey,  Comstock,  Couilict.  Cooper,  Coxe,  Crcig-hton! 
Ciouch,  Cut!  bel  t,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis, of  Mass.  Davis,  of  Pi  n. 
Denoyi  lls,  Ely,  Farrow,  Fisk,  of  N.  Y.  Forsythe.  Gcdtles,  Griffin, 


population  of  the  United  Suites  fv 
ao  the  age  of  forty  dive  years,  for  til 


. the 


ing,  Piper.  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reid.  Win.  Reed,  R a of  P*.iin. 
Rhea,  of  Ten.  Rich, Haggles,  S ige,  Sc!:  ; reman,  Sejbert,  Shipherd, 
SJaymakev,  Smith,  ot  N.  Y.  Smith,  of  P:i.  Stoci-ton,  S;urgw,  Tag- 


twenty-ooe  years 
rpose  of  drafting  thereii  nm 
uiticiejit  number  auu'uailv  to  fill  up  the  tanks  of  the  regular 


gart.  Taylor,  Thompson,  Troup,  Udm.vVus.t-,  Ward,  of  Mass.  Ward, 
N.  J.  AVebster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Vfilliams,  Wilson,  of  Muss.  Wiu- 

9V  ' ' V ,'>v; 

Tiie  hill  having  been  further  amended  - 

A -motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Webster  of  N.  H.  to  amend  the  hill 
_ bv  striking  out  these  words  ns  applied  to  the  term  of  service  of 
gvada^l  a-.tgmrncritipn  of  the  navy  of  the  Uriinti  Sfuces  by  adding  tirc'Ci-.^'Kd  trifritia:— “/or  the  tprm  of  one  year  from  t/w  lime,  of 


•army. 

2.  He, wived, Tlo.t  the  committee  on  na*- ala iTairs be  instruct, 
'v-ejxirt  to  this  house  a bill  or  bUis  for  the  i mmediate,  ccnsim  t 
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xncettng  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  unless  sooner  discharged'1'1  and 
to  insert  words  "to  serve  fur  the  term  prescribed  by  existing 
.laws,’  that  is  to  .serve  for  six  months  instead  of  oiie  yetir. 

On  this  motion  a question  ofortUr  arose,  wlien  the  speaker  de- 
cided it  to  be  in  order,  and,  his  decis.on  being  appealed  from,  was 
confirmed  by  yeas  ami  nays,  i29lo  20. 

Atrtrsome  debate  on  this  point,  the  question  on  Mr.  Webster's 
luot ion  was  di  tided  as  follows  j 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Avery,  Bavlies,  of  Mass.  Bayly  of  j 
%n.  Bigelow,  Bojd,  Brauburx,  Bradley,  Brecktn  ridge,  Brigham, 
BurwulJ,  Butltr,  Capertou,  Champion,  Cilly,  Comstock,  Cooper, 
Coxe,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Mass.  Davis  of  Pen.  Denoy- 
ellos,  lily,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddcs,  Gliolson,  Grosveiior,  Hale, ' 
Karris,  Henderson,  Howell.  Irwin,  Jackson  of  R.  I.  Kennedy, 
Kent,  ot  X.  Y.  Kerr,  King  of  Muss.  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon, 
Miller,  Moseley,  Markets,  Nalson,  Oakley,  Ormsbv.  Pearson,  Pick- 
ing. Pitkin,  Potter,  J.  Retd,  W.  Reed,  Rich,  Buggies.  Sdmre- 
nue,  Mi., "fey,  Siiipher.l,  S, tinner.  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  Va.  Stan- 
Jurd,  Stockton.  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vos*>.  Ward  of  Mass. 
Webster.  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Wilson,  of  Mass. 
Vv  inter,  Wright— 7S. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bnrbour,  Bard, 
Barnett,  Bints,  Bowen,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chap- 
pell, Clark,  Clopton,  Conflict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Cuthbjrt,  Dana,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Kind- 
ley.  Fisk  of  Vr.  Fi»k  of  N.  Y,  Forney.  Forsvthe,  Franklin, 
Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Ha!!,  Hashrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of 
Ky.  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving.  Johnson  of 
Aa.  Johnson  ot  Ivy.  Kent  of  Md.  Kershaw,  Kilhourn,  King  of  N. 
C-  Lowndes,  Lyle,  M’Coy,  M’Kue  M’Kim,  M’Lean,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Newton,  Parker.  Pickens,  Pip  ir,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pen. 
Khcaot  fell.  Roane,  Robertson,  Sog",  Sevii  r,  Seybert,  Sharp. 

, . ,u'  i aunehjll,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward 

ot  N.  J.  Wilson  of  Penn.  Yancey.— 79. 

So  the  motion  was  negacivad  hy  a majority  of  one  vote. 

. tiesdarjy  December  -3.— The  bill  respecting  militia  drafts  be- 
ing  again  before  tire  house— and  Mr.  Wright’s  motion  to  reduce 
the  term  ot  service  to  seven  mouths  (made  yesterday)  being  under 
consideration.  After  debate,  the  proposition  was  rejected— 71  for 
8 4 against  it. 

Ml  Baylies  of  Mass,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  thereto 
the  following  as  a new  section: 

"Anil  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  militia  called  forth  by  viv- 
tue  or  this  act  shall  not  Ue  liable  to  perform  any  service,  except 
such  as  may  be  necessary  to  repel  invasion,  suppress  insurrection, 
or  execute  the  laws  of  the  union.” 

Ibis  motion  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and  nays— 1A4  to  58, 

Mr.  Kilhourn  moved  to  extend  tiie  term  of  service  to  one  year 
Jtr.d  eight  months— lost;  68  for,  95  against  it.  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vt. 
moved  that  the  bill  should  be  recommitted.  After  a short  speech 
Irom  Mr.  Johnson  on  the  necessity  of  pushing  on  business,  the 
previous  question  was  c*llud  for  by  Mr.  Ingersoll,  winch  being 
proposed  in  the  usual  form,  was  agreed  to,  lOl-to  57. 

i he  main  question,  viz.  on  tlie  engrossing  of  tho  amendments 
and  ordering  me  bill  to  he  read  a third  time,  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative  by  the  following  vot  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
Barbour,  Rani,  Barnet,  Biiw-s.  Bowen.  Brown,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Cannon,  Cliapptll,  Giark,  Cfopion.  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,! 
craw  lord.  Creigritqp,  Cufobert,  Davis  of  Penn.  Denoyellcs,  Desha, 
Duvad,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  N.  Y. 
Forney, l'orsythe,  Franklin,  Glasgow,  Guoilwyn,  Gouvdine,  Griffin,  i 
JUi , Hasorouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kpn.  Humphreys,  lugvrscll, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Vir.  Johnson  of  Kei..  Kent  of! 

, Kerr,  Kershaw,  Ki  I bourn,  King  of  N.  C.  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  j 
-vie,  M’Coy,  M-Kee,  JPKim,  M‘Lwiu,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pipyr,  Pleasants,  Ilea  of  Pfnn, 
Rlyea  ot  Ifnn.  Roane,  Robertson,  Sag:',  Sevier,  Seybcrt,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  Penn.  Smith  pf  Vir.  Tanm  hiH,  Tay  lor,  Teifair,  Troup, I 
Uvivi!  . ol  ,T*  Williams,  Wilson  of  Penn.  Yancey— 91.  i 
NAYS.- Messrs.  Kaj  lies  of  Mass.  Bayly  of  Virg.  Bigelow,  Boyd,| 
, anbury.  Kiaidvv,  Bivckenriige,  Brigham,  I’usvvell.  But  for,  Ca- 1 
perton,  Champion,  Cijlev,  Cooper,  Coxe,  Culpeper,  Dana,  Daven- 
pm  t,  Davis  ot  Miss.  Ely-,  Fisk  of  Vt.  Gaston,  Geddcs,  Gliolson, 
tosveiior,  Hale.  Harris,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hubbard.  Jackson  of 
K- 1.  Ivt  nnedy,  Kent  of  N.  Y.  King  of  Mass.  law,  Lewis.  Lovett,  1 
^•wii,  Milkr,  Moseley.  Markell,  Oakfoy,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
A'ltksn,  Potti  r.  john  Reed,  W.u.  Reed,  Rugglcs,  Sehnrcnian,  Shet- 
icy,  oniphcrd,  Skinner,  Slaymaker.  Smith  of  N.  Y.  Stanford,  Stuek- 
' xvi’i  Thompson,  V0se,  Ward  of  Mass. 

WrHn— leal0l,»  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  '.lass.  Winter 

Ami  the  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  a read  a third  time  to-morrow, 
1."  lllo5,on  °*  Eppes,  the  house  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
look  up  the  tax-bills  last  reported,  and  made  some  progress  therein. 

l eanesday,  December  14.— Mr.  Fisk  of  N.  Y.  from  the  committee 
ot  ways  and  means,  reported  a number  of  amendments  to  the  bill 
irom  the  senate  -to  incorporate  thu  subscribers  to  tlubank  of  the 
c nited  States  ot  America;”  which  wqre  read,  and,  with  the  bill 
xet erred  to  a committee  of  the  whole. 

p!’  Kppes  offi-ivd  for  consideration  the  following  resolution: 
Jtcsolvcd,  X hat  tile  committee  on  post-roads  be  instructed  to 
enquire  whetln-r  any  and  if  any  what  change  ought  to  be  made  in 
xhi*  compensation  allowed  to  post-masters;  and  whether  ::in  , and 
V a)l>>  what  change  ought  to  he  made  in  the  right  oi'  franking. 
Agreed  to.  * 

The  bill  from  thy  senate  to  call  upon  the  several  states  and  ter- 
ritories for  their  respective  quotas  of  80430  militia  for  the  defence 
ot  the  frontieis  against  invasions,  was  read  a third  tim  • as  am  tided. 

Mr-  War  j of  Mass,  and  Mr.  Gaston  of  N.  C.  spoke  at  confflera- 
Me  length  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  Mr. Farrow  in  1'avu,,  of,.. 
The  previous  question  having  been  recti ired  by  Mr.  Kb>-4 

T«».  w-as  vlicn  talven  and  decided  as  fo.]..o\\  ji; 


For  the  previous  question 

Against  it  _ 63 

The  main  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  then  taken,  anfl 
decided  in  the  affirmative  hy  the  lblloaiug  vote: 

For  the  bill  8 l 

Against  it  7^ 

After  several  ineffectual  attempts  to  amend  the  title  of  the  bill, 
it  was  adopted  without  any  further  amendment  than  the  ii.si  rtiou 
of  8</,0>'0  just  adof£0,;30,  to  make  it  correspond  with  tht  contents 
of  the  bill. 

Thursday . Dec.  15.  The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Eppes,  oi  Va . 
resol  vedttscif  into  a committee  of  the  whole  0:1  the  bill  “to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expeiices  of  govcrnui^iU,»  .d 
maintaining  tlie  public  erciiit.  by  laying  duties  on  various  genii., 
wares  and  merchandize  manufoetur-'i:  within  th«  L’niiv»i  Eratcs.-’ 

[The  bill  proposes  to  lay  ou  the  lol'owing  n,ai:ufoj.tures  the  du- 
ties specified  in  the  following  extract  from  the  bill : ou 

Fig  iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar. 

Castings  of  iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar  fifty  cents. 

Bar  iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar. 

Rolled  or  slit  iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar. 

Cut  nails,  brads  and  sprigs,  made  wholly,  or  in  part,  by  machine- 
ry. per  pound,  oreceut. 

Candles  of  spermaceti  or  white  wax,  per  pound,  ten  cents. 

Mould  candles  of  tallow,  or  of  wax  other  than  white,  or  in  part 
of  each,  per  pound,  three,  cents. 

Dipt  cun. lies  of  tallow,  or  of  wax  other  than  white,  orin  part  of 
each,  per  pound,  one  cent. 

Hats,  caps,  of  leather  or  fur.  and  bonnets,  except  made  entirely 
from  wool,  silk,  cotfon  or  linen,  or  in  part  trom  each,  or  which,  if 
made  from  other  materials,  shall  not  exceed  in  value  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents,  eight  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Paper, five  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Playing  cards,  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Saddles  and  bridles,  six  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Boots  and  bootees,  exceeding  live  doilars  per  pair,  in  value,  fire 
per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Beer,  ale  nod  porter,  six  per  centum  a<!  valorem. 

Tobacco,  segars,  and  snulf,  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Leather,  including  therein  all  hides  and  skins,  whetljer  tanned, 
tawed,  dressed,  or  otherwise  made,  on  the  original  niaui.tactme 
thereof,  ten  per  centum,  ad  valorem. 

Mr,  Eppes  assigned  at  some  length  the  reasons  why  the  commit- 
lee  had,  on  these  manufactures,  departed  occasionally  from  the  in  - 
stnii'tious  of  the  house,  and  generally  preferred  an  ad  valorem  to  a 
specific  duty;  the  principal  of  which  was  the  great  variety  in  quali- 
ty and  denomination  of  these  articles,  which,  whilst  it  would  make 
sp*cific  duties  vexatious,  would  reuder  them  liable  to  continual  eva- 
sions- All  the  articles  proposed  to  lie  dntied,  he  further  said,  pay 
a much  higher  duty  when  imported,  and,  whilst  the  last  section  of 
this  hill  limited  the*  operation  of  the  tax  to  tho  continuance  of  the 
double  duties  now  imposed  by  law,  no  article  had  been  selected  for 
taxation  which  it  was  believed  the  United  States  could  not  manu- 
facture in  almti  iance  for  their  consumption.  In  the  present  situa- 
tion of  the  country,  coneriving  it  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing  on 
the  necessity  of  imposing  additional  taxes,  be  waved  any  remarks  on 
that  head. 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Mass,  moved  to  sttike  out  the  following  words  in 
the  above  enumeration:  “cut  nails,  brads  and  sprigs,  made  wholly 
orin  part  hy  machinery,  one  cent  per  pound.”  And  supported  hi* 
motion  in  a speech  of  some  length.  Mr.  Eppes  replied,  kind  the 
motion  was  negatived,  ayes  39.  r 

Mr.  King.ol  Mass,  then  proposed  a reduction  of  the  tax  on  nails. 
Negatived — ayes  only  3!.  Mr.  Forney  moved  to  reduce  the  tax  ou 
pig  iron— negatived.  Tlit-n  the  tax  on  hollow  ware — negatived. 
Mr.  Wneaton  proposed  to  modify  the  tax  on  hats,  so  as  to  except 
those  made  of  straw,  which  was  agreed  to.  A ruction  to  strike  out 
the  tax  on  leather  was  negatived,  ayes  only  42.  Mr.  Macon  moved 
to  amend  the  clause  taxing  hats,  by  striking  out  one  dollar  aud  fifty 
cents  and  inserting  two  dollars— agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Mass,  moved  to  amend  the  above  extract,  by  strik- 
ing out  all  the  proposed  taxes, except  those  on  pig  iron,  castings,  bur 
and  rolled  and  slit  iron,  playing  cards,  fv-t-r.  alo  and  porter,  and  to- 
bacco, segars  aud  snuff,  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  tiie  following; 
“And  on  Hour,  5>  cents  per  barrel. 

corn,  5 cents  per  bushel, 
rye,  5 cents  ]>•  r bushel, 
cotton,  2 cents  per  potted, 
hemp,  2 cents  per  pound, 
sugar,  2 cents  per  pound, 
rice,  1 cent  per  pound, 
tobacco,  1 cent  per  pound. 

On  copper  and  leaden  ere.  and  coal  of  mines,  ten  per  cej;t,  ad  va- 
lorem. O.i  steam  engines,  if  employed  in  factories,  53  dollars  : if 
employed  in  propelling  boars,  100  dollars;  and  when  an  exclusive 
privilege  chargeable  therewith, 200  doilur-.. 

On  offices,  created  bj  authority  of  "the  United  States,  whose  emolu- 
ment, by  salary  or  perquisites,  shall  aiiiisdiv  exve.il  1,500  dulls,  and 
not  exceed  5 ,9 00  dollars,  one  per  centum,  and  0:1  those  w inch  exceed 
5.000  dollars,  live  p--r  centum,  on  such  excess,  except  those  offices 
whose  emoluments  are  proliiiiii.-d  iv  nn  diminution  by  the  constitu- 
tion : Provided,  that  so  much  of  each  of  tiie  foregoing  products,  as 
shall  be  consumed  by  the  owner,  shall  he  exempted  from  taxation.” 

Mr.  Wheaton  supported  lus  proposition  by  a train  of  reasoning, 
at  length but  the  ayes  for  It  wereor.ly  13. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  N.  Y.  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  exempt  from 
the  operation  of  tfm  (ax,  all  such  castings  a-  the  government  may 
have  contracted  for  to  be  delivered  st  stipulated  prices.  This  mo- 
tion was  opposed  hy  Mr.  Eppes,  aud  negatived,  by  a decided  majori- 
ty. 

’ Mr.  Oakly  moved  to  strike  out  the  articles  cf  dipt  candles  ; winch 
motion  was  supported  In  Eppes,  aud  decided  m ihvqdiruiiUivo 
V;  a large  majority. 
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Mr.  O.iklev  moveil  to  except  from  taxation  altogether  a!l  moulil 
Candles  of  tallow.  Negatived  bj^a  large  majority 

Mr.  Heed  moved  to  strike  out  spermaceti  caudles— decided  in  the 
affirmative — ayes  54,  nays  56, 

Mr.  Udree  of  l*a.  moved  to  amend  the  clause  for  taking  iron 
casting?,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  proviso) : 

“Provided,  Thar  all  casting?  made  use  of  in  furnaces  and  forges 
shall  be  exempted  from  paying  the  duty  thereon.”  Negatived  by  a 
large  majority. 

Mr.  Pitkin  then  moved  to  reduce  the  proposed  tax  on  leather  from 
ten  to  live  per  cent.  Negatived.  lie  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
proposed  tax  on  pig  iron— negatived  ayes  3; 


Mi-  Baylies  moved  to  strike  out  five  per  e mtum,  the  proposed  tax 
' insert  three  in  lieu  thereof  This  motion  was  support- 
ed by  Mr.  Epp.-s,  and  decided  in  the  2ffirmativ 


sin  paper,  and 


Mr.  Bradbury,  of  Mass,  then  moved  to  except  from  the  clause  for 
taxing  paper , such  paper  as  is  used  for  printing  newspapers.  He 
said  it  had  been  the  policy  of  free  government?  to  encourage  the 
diffusion  of  information,  which  this  tax  would  have  a tendency  to 
check,  &c. 

Mr.  Eppes  opposed  this  motion,  not  from  any  disposition  to  sup 
press  newspapers,  because  he  did  not  believe  it  would  have  this 
effect;  but  because  he  believed  the  proprietor  ol’ a newspaper  who 
by  his  business  made  his  four  or  five  thousand  dollars  a year,  was  as 
fit  a subject  for  taxation  as  the  manufacturers,  many  of  whom  de- 
rived less  profit  from  their  business.  &c. 

The  motion  was  negatived  by  a 1 uge  majority.  The  house  pro- 
ceeded to  the  discussion  and  amendment  of  the  bill.  And,  about 
4 o’clock  the  committee  rose  and  reported  their  proceedings  to  the 
house— and 

Th  - house  adjourned. 

Friday , December  16.  The  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the 
hill  for  laying  additional  duties  oa  sales  at  auction,  postage,  and 
retailer’s  licenses,  were  taken  up  and  referred  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  bill  to  impose  duties  on  certain  goods, 
wares  and  merchandize. 

The  proposed  exemption  of  spermaceti  candles  was  concurred 
In — 63to50:  aho  of  dipt  candles,  S3  in  the  affirmative.  Vi  tiling 
farcls  were  subjected  to  the  same  tax  as  playing  cards — 63  to  29. 

Mr.  Baylies  renewed  his  motion,  to  exempt  nails— lost  39  for,  106 
against  it.  Mr.  Bigelow  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause  for  taxing 
nails  “made  wholly  or  in  part  by  machinery”— negatived.  Mr. 

Bigelow  renewed  bis  motion  about  leather— lost,  57  for  97  against 
it.  Mr.  Kerr  moved  to  reduce  the  tax  on  manufactured  tobacco 
to  10  per  cent— negatived,  ayes  3). 

Mr.  Oakley  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  of  tie'  bill  so  a?  to 
reduce  tli  proposed  tax  on  leather  from  ten  to  five,  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem; which  motion,  after  considerable  debate,  was  agreed  to  by 
the  following  vote:-.For  the  motion  to t— Against  it  53. 

Mr  Kilbourn , then  moved  an  amendment,  the  object  of  wind? 
was  to  tax  candles  of  spermaceti,  at  the  rate  of  three  cents  per 
pound;  yluph  motion  prevailed,  by  the  following  vote: 

For  the  motion  74 

Against  it  51 

Mr.  Wheattm  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding,  after  the  clause 
for  taxing  cut  nails,  &ce.  the  following  words — ’"when  sold.''— This 
motion  mss  negatived. 

Mr.  Shi; die nl  moveil  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  confine  the  pro* 
posed  tax  on  paper  to  writing  and  letter  paper ; under  the  idea  that 
those  qualities  of  paper  could  best  afford  to  pay  a tax,  and  from 
a desire  to  exempt  from  taxation  all  printing  paper,  and  such 
pap  v as  i?  used  in  schools,  and  in  common  farmers’  and  median 
ies’  books,  &e.  &e. 

Mr.  Ingham  remarked,  that  the  gentleman  bad  unfortunately 
selected  for  taxation  the  two  qualities  of  paper  which  could  least 
hear  it.  He  was  himself  opposed  to  any  discrimination  in  t!*-  tax. 

Mr. Shiphevd’s  motion  was  negatived  by  a large  majority. 

Mr.  Pitkin  renewed  his  cal!  upon  the  attention  of  die  ho  use  to 
what  he  deemed  the  impolicy  of  the  tax  on  pig  iron.  He  dwelt 
upon  the  inexpediency  of  taxing  the  raw  material  of  manufac- 
tures: and  added,  that  there  was  not  on  this  article,  a?  on  others, 
r.ny  duty  on  its  importation,  &e.  It  was  imported,  if  at  all,  duty 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  j 
yeas  a.ml  nays,  by  the  following  vote: 

* For  the  motion  43 

A g si  list  it  97 

Mr.  Fortier  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  ‘eastings  of 
iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents;’  and  toinsertjii  lieu  tie -ro- 
of ‘hollow;  ware,  one  dollar  per  ton;  all  other  castings  seventy-live 
cents  pi  rton;’  which  motion  was  negatived, 

Mr.  Haggles  made  a motion  to  reduce  the  tax  on  candles  of 
white  ova. r.  from  ten  cents  per  pound  to  three  cents  per  pound-, 
which  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Ring  of  Mass,  then  moved  to  reduce  the  duty  on  nails, 
jqiviggs  and  In  a ls,  from  one  cent  per  pound  to  half  cent  per  pound;  . 

which  motion  was  negatived.  enquire  into  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  authorising  the 

Mr.  Ib  aiibury  moved  to  amend  the  clause  taxing  paper,  by  in-  nil  corporations  within  the  district  to  impose  a direct  tax  on  the 
setting  thereafter  the  words  ‘except  such  a?  shall  be  used  in  print-  j public  property  therein. 

jngof  hjiiles,  testaments,  and  common  school  books;’  which  iuo-1  Mr.  Eppes  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table.— Negatived, 

tion  was  negatived.  j Mr.  Stockton’s  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

And  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading  j The  bill  for  laying  a direct  tax  was  then  taken  up— several  amend- 
to-morrow— and  the  house  adjourned.  | ments  proposed,  and  considerable  discussion  had,  which  occupied 

Wednesday,  December  17.— The  house  resumed  the  considera-  the  house  until  sun-set.  The  amendments  proposed  Were  all 
tion  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  bill  negatived. 

to  provide  additional  revenue  for  defraying  the  ex pences  of  Wednesday , December  21.---Dfi.he  bill  for  laying  a direct  tax  of 
government  and  maintaining  th.e  public  credit,  byihying  duties  on  ; six  millions,  Mr.  Yancey  moved  to  strike  out  the  section  that 
household  furniture,  on  horses  kept  exclusively  tor  the  saddle  or  j pledges  the  continuance  of  this  tax  to  support  the  public  credit, 
the  carriage,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches;  and  the  amendments  extinguish  the  debt,  &c.  on  which  a considerable  debate  ensute. 
made  to  the  same  in  committee  of  the  whalV  were  read  and  con-j  It  was  finally  rejected;  ayes  43.  nays  105,  as  were  many  other 
currel  hr  the/IoTiSe,  * , j proposed  amcniments.  The  house  adjourned,  at  live  o’clock. , 


[The  following  are  the  taxes  included  in  the  bill:  On  all  bouse 
hold  furniture,  kept  for  use,  the  value  of  which  in  any  one  family 
with  the  exception  of  teds,  tedding,  kitchen  furniture,  and  arti- 
cles in  the  family  from  domestic  materials,  shall  exceed  29  dollars 
in  value,  a tax  to  be  laid  according  to  tiie  following  scale: 

II’  not  exceeding  400  dollars,  Dots.  1 00 

AI»ove  400  and  not  more  than  699  l 50 

Above  6:0  and  not  more  than  1000  3 

Above  1000  and  not  more  than  1500  6 

Above  1500  2000  10 

2000  3000  17 

3000  4^09  23 

4000  6500  <?5 

6000  9000  75 

If  above  9000  100 

One  dollar  on  every  horse  kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle;  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents  for  every  horse  kept  lbr  use  in  a carriage 
liable  to  be  taxed;  and  one  dollar  and  filly  cents  for  tvery  horse 
kept  for  the  use  of  both  saddle  and  carriage. 

Two  dollars  on  every  gold  watch,  and  one  dollar  on  every  silver 
watch,  kept  for  use. 

Several  unsuccessful  attempts  were  made  to  amend  the  bill; 
amongst  which  was  one  by  Mr.  Gaston,  to  strike  out  so  much  of 
the  bill  as  includes  the  tax  on  household  furniture-;  which  ws*s 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:— For  the  motion  52 — Against 
it  99. 

The  bill  was,  after  considerable  discussion  on  the  various  amend- 
ments proposed  to  it  (in  t he  course  of  which  Mr.  Law  of  Conn, 
made  a sjHiech  of  great  length  against  the  bill  on  general  grounds 
of  opposition  to  the  present  administration,  w hich  was  pretty 
warmly  replied  to  by  Messrs.  Eppes  and  Wright)-* ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  engrossed  hill  “to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  government  -and  maintaining  the  public  credit  by 
laying  duties' on  various. goods,  wares  ami  merchandize  manufac- 
tured within  the  United  States,”  was  read  a third  time  and  passed 
by  the  fallowing  vott: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
Barbour,  Barnett,  Bayly,  of  Ya.  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell, Clark,  Clop, 
tan,  Comstock.  Condict, Conrad,  Craw  -ord,  Cr  igliton,  Cuthtert,  Da=- 
na,  Davis, of  Pa.  Denoyvlles,  D.sha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow, 
Findley,  Fisk,  of  Vt.  Fisk,  of  N.  Y.  Forney,  Forsythe,  Franklin, 
Gholson,  Glasgow*,  Goodwyn.  Gout-din,  Griffin.  Hall,  Harris, 
Haslirouek,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  of  Ky.  Howell.  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phreys. Iugcrsoli.  Ingham, Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson,  ofVa,  Johnson, 
ol  Ky.  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kilbpurn,  King,  of  N.  C.  L:  flirts,  Lyle  M Coy, 
M‘Kee,  MKisi,  M‘Lean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mur  free,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasant?,  Rea, 
ofPen.  Rhea  of  Ten.  Rich,  Ringgold.  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  N.  Y.  Smith,  of  Pa.  Smith,  of  Ya.  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Udree,  Ward,  of  N.  J.  Williams,  Wil- 
son, of  Pa.  Wright,  Yancey— 102. 

NAY'S— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Mass.  Bigelow,  Bradbury,  Brecken- 
ridge,  Brigham,  Caputon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Culpepper, 
Davenport,  Ely,  Gaston,  Ged.tes,  Grosveuor,  Hate, Henderson, Jack* 
of  R.  I.  King,  of  Mass.  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Mill  r,  Most  ly 
Markell,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pot u-r,  J.  Reed,  Win.  Heed, 
Haggles,  Schureman,  Shefti-y,  Sherwood,  Shiphcrd,  Slaymaktr, 
Stanford,  Stockton.  Stuart.  St  urges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Yose, 
Ward,  of  Mass.  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson,  of 
Mass.  Winter— 55. 

By  a report,  from  Mr.  Eppes,  and  a message  from  the  senate,  it 
appeared  that  the  bill  for  laying  a duty  of  twenty  cents  per  gallon 
ori  distilled  spirits  had  passed  both  houses.  After  which  lie  recom- 
mended a concurrence  w ith  all  the  amendments  of  the  senate  to 
the  bill  laying  duties  on  postage,  auction  sales  and  retailers  licenses 
except  one— which  was  agreed  to. 

Monday , December  19. — Mr.  Burwell  of  Yirg.  laid  upon  the 
tabic*  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be  instruct- d 
to  report  a bill  directing  the  secretary  of  war  to  reserve  from  the 
regular  troops  furnished  by  the  militia  of  any  state  in  lieu  of  their 
own  services,  a sufficient  number  to  perforin  garrison  duty  within 
each  state. 

The  bill  for  laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  or  horses  kept 
exclusively  for  tlie  saddle,  or  carriage,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watch 
es,  was  passed — 192  to  46. 

The  house  in  committee  of  the  whole  then  took  up  the  bill  foi- 
l-vying a direct  tax.  The  bill  proposes  to  double  the  present  tax, 
and  raise  six  millions. 

Tuesday,  December  20,— Mr.  Stockton  offered  for  consideration 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved.  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  constitutionality  and  expediency  of  imposing  a 
direct  tax  00  the  district  of  Columbia,  and  the  several  territories  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  committee  be  fort  her  instructed  to 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

T'.tom  Ghent.  From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette — We 
have  made  it  a point  to  inquire  of  an  intelligent  and 
correct  gentleman  who  passed  many  weeks  at  Client 
previous  to  the  28th.  October,  and  who.  had.  daily  op- 
portunities, and  those  of  the  best,  to  ascertain  the 
public  opinion  at  that  place,  what  wa3  the  relative 
degree  of  estimation  in  which  the  American  and 
British  ministers  were  held  there.  He  informs  us 
that  the  marks  of  attention  to  the  American  lega- 
tion, by  the  public  authorities,  as  well  as  individu-j 
als  of  Client,  unequivocally  manifested  their  high 
sense  of  the  political  skill  and  personal  worth  of  the , 
members  composing  the  mission. 

On  the  2 7th  of  October,  the  anniversary  of  the 
academy  of  Sciences  and  fine  arts  at  Ghent,  the  A- 
merican  ministers  were  unanimously  elected  mem- 
bers of  the  institution,  and  invited  to  partake  in  the 
exercises  of  the  occasion — they  accordingly  attended. 
An  oration  on  the  objects  of  the  institution  was  de- 
livered; an  l in  the  evening  a sumptuous  banquet  was 
served  up  to  a numerous  company.  The  British 
commissioners  were  not  present;  nor  do  we  know 
that  they  were  invited. — The  first  toast  was  the 
Prince  of  Orange — second,  the  Intendant  of  Ghent 
— third,  the  Mayor — and  the  fourth  given  bv  the  In- 
tendant was,  “Our  distinguished  guests  and  fellow 
members,  the  American  ministers;  may  they  suc- 
ceed in  making  an  honorable  peace,  to  secure  the 
liberty  and  independence  of  their  country.”*  The 
effect  which  this  toast  produced  was  like  instantane- 
ous thunder;  and  some  minutes  elapsed  in  tumultu- 
ous applause  before  Mr.  Adams  had  an  opportunity 
to  address  ihe  company.  On  behalf  of  the  American 
legation,  he  returned  thanks  for  the  very  flattering 
manner  in  which  they  had  been  treated  by  the  muni- 
cipality of  Ghent;  and  particularly  for  the  unex- 
pected and  undeserved  honor  conferred  on  them  by 
the  academy.  He  then  made  some  remarks  on  the 
importance  and  great  usefulness  of  the  fine  arts,  and 
concluded  by  givingas  .a  toast, 

“The  Intendant  of  the  city  of  Ghent.” 

Our  informant  adds,  that  the  entertainment  was 
attended,  not  only  by  the  members  of  the  city,  but 
some  distinguished  strangers.  It  was  a splendid,  and 
to  the  Americans  present,  a most  interesting  and 
gratifying  scene.” 

On  reading  the  above  who  will  not  suppose  that 
the  good  people  of  Ghent , who  treated  our  ministers 
so  politely  and  wished  them  to  effect  an  honorable 
pence,  are  under  “ French  influence !”  But  to  be  se-j 
rious,  the  fact  is,  and  we  are  proud  of  it,  that  the! 
name  of  an  American  is  respected  every  zvheve  but  I 
among  the  pandors  of  ideot-royalty. 

Southern  coast.  Savannah,  Dec,  5 — It  was  re- 
ported that  Mr.  Dubiguon,  and  a Mr.  Hall,  had  raised 
a breast  work  on  Jekyl  island  with  the  bales  of  cot- 
ton they  had  re-captured  from  the  enemy’s  barges, 
that  in  the  rencouter  with  several  of  the  barges,, 
they  were  repulsed  with  the  loss  of  7 killed  and  6j 
or  7 wounded.  They  afterwards  however,  effected 
a landing  on  Jekyl,  and  plundered  Mr.  Dubignon  of 
dOOO  dollars  in  specie,  and  carried  off  35  of  his  prime 
negroes. 

If  the  statements  in  the  West  India  papers  are  to 
be  believed,  the  expedition  against  jYezu  Orleans 
will  be  very  formidable.  All  the  force  in  those 
islands,  together  with  the  troops  late  in  the  Chesa- 

*Qn  this  toast  being  announced  an  elegant  band  of 
musick  struck  up  the  American  air  of  ‘‘Hail  Colum- 
bia,” which  was  received  by  the  company  with  en- 
thusiastic applause. 
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peake  appear  to  have  been  collecting  early  in  last 
month,  and  it  is  thought  the  whole  may  amount  to 
from  ii  to  15,000  men. 

A reason  against  PEACE,  in  England,  (says  the 
X.  V.  Columbian ) is  given  by  Mr.  Calquhoun,  the 
celebrated  statistical  writer  of  London,  lie  calcu- 
lates that  peace  will  throw  out  of  employment, 
25,000  British  officers,  (naval  and  military,  of  dif- 
ferent grades,)  2000  clerks,  and  230,000  'non-com- 
nussioned  officers  and  privates.  tV  hat  an  immense 
number  of  people,  of  ail  nations  and  tongues  not 
including  llidse  employed  in  the  manufacture  of 
arms,  munitions  of  war  &c.  are  kept  by  the  En- 
glish government  engaged  in  the  work  of  human 
but  cliery. 

Mint  her  of  Dr.  Molly.—  It  is  well  known  to  the 
United  States,  that  last  winter  the  British  crossed 
at  Lewistown  and  took  possession  of  fort  Niagara 
and  burned  ail  the  houses  from  Niagara  to  Buffalo, 
excepting  two  houses  near  the  falls,  and  one  at  Buf- 
falo iii  which  a widow  St.  John  lived — how  these 
houses  escaped  I never  learned,  but  I saw  the  whole 
which  were  burned,  and  the  three  that  remained 
last  July  when  I cross'd  into  Canada,  and  went  with 
major-general  Brown,  and  general  Scott,  and  en- 
camped within  about  one  mile  and  a half  of  Fort 
George;  but  the  cowardly  murderers  prudently  kept 
in  their  fort  and  dare  not  look  us  in  the  face  until 
we  returned  back  to  Queenstown.  When  I was  on 
the  ground  I had  not  heard  of  the  murder  of  doctor 
Molly,  and  all  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers;  had  I 
heard  of  this  strange  barbarity,  I would  have  looked 
into  the  remains  of  some  large  stone  houses,  and  I 
make  no  doubt  I would  have  seen  the  poor  soldiers* 
bones  among  the  rubbish.  *1  ears  fill  my  eves  when  I 
attempt  to  publish  the  horrid  barbarity  of  the  savage 
British,  who  have  so  many  partisans  among  us,  who 
endeavor  to  excuse  or  palliate  all  that  our  enemies 
do — this  conduct  will  not  always  go  unpunished. 

The  British  entered  the  house  at  Lewistown  in 
which  the  sick  soldiers  and  wounded  lay,  and  not- 
withstanding all  the  entreaties,  shrieks  and  cries  of 
the  helpless  soldiers,  not  a life  was  spared;  and  it  is 
reported  that  the  houses  were  burned  before  they 
were  all  dead.  Dr.  Molly  was  a practitioner  at  the 
Eleven  Mile  Creek;  of  a humane  and  amiable  cha- 
racter, and  had  gone  to  Lewistown  merely  as  an  act 
of  benevolence,  to  render  medical  aid  to  the  sick  ancl 
wounded;  seeing  such  barbarity,  he  entreated  them 
to  save  his  life,  for  lie  had  never  born  arms  against 
them,  &c.  His  answer  was  profane  oaths,  and  one 
of  them  ran  his  bayonet  through  his  abdomen  ancl 
as  he  drew  it  out  his  bowels  followed  it.  The  good 
man  placed  his  hand  on  his  own  bow  els,  and  walked 
six  miles  to  Fort  Niagara,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  bid 
a final  adieu  to  this  wicked  world.  Let  this  serve 
to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  this  good  man.  If 
any  citizen  can  read  his  narrative  without  shedding 
a briny  tear,  I confess  his  nerves  are  stronger  than 
mine.  ° 

I was  not  fully  determined  to  publish  this  narra- 
tive, or  I should  have  obtained  leave  to  have  pub- 
lished their  names,  for  tiiey  lived  here  then,  and 
arc  still  living  at  Eleven  Mile  Creek,  aRd  while  I 
was  there  I quartered  in  one  of  their  houses.  In 
wit.ness  to  this  I hereunto  set  my  name,  and  station 
in  the  army.  DAVID  JONES 

Nov.  30.  1814.  Chaplain  9th  district 

Hartford  convention  met  on  the  15th,  as  pro- 
posed, in  the  council  chamber  of  the  state-house. 

George  Cabot  was  elected  president,  and  Theodore 
Dwight,  of  Con.  secretary.  The  business  was  opened 
by  praying— after  which  the  following  delegates 
were  recognized; 
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From  Massachusetts — Messrs.  George  Cabot,  Wil- 
liam Prescott,  Harrison  Gw-v  Otis,  Timothy  Bige- 
Tow,  Stephen  Longfellow,  Daniel  Waldo,  George 
Bliss,  Nathan  Dane,  IIodTijah  Baylies,  Samuel  Sum- 
ner Wilde,  Joseph  Lyman  and  Joshua  Thomas. 

From  Rhode  Island — Messrs.  Daniel  Lyman,  Sam- 
uel Ward,  Benjamin  Hazard,  and  Edward  Man  ton. 

From  Connecticut — Mt-ssrs.  Chauncey  Goodrich, 
James  Hi  11  house,  John  Treadwell,  Ztphauiah  Sw  ft, 
Nathaniel  Smith,  Calvin  Goddard,  and  Roger  Mi- 
Pa  tt  Sherman. 

And,  that,  from  the  state  of  Neiv-TIampsldre , in 
the  counties  of  Cheshire  and  Grafton,  Messrs.  Ben- 
jamin West  and  Mills  Olcott,  had  been  elected  in 
county  conventions  in  their  respective  countries,  an# 
were  entitled  to  seats  in  the  convention.  And  the 
llnrifdrd  jftercury,  shys,  that  on  the  day  of  the  meet- 
ing “the  citizens  displayed  the  American  flag  thro’ 
the  day,  with  the  English  flag  beneath  at  half'  mast. 
Three  of  the  meeting-house  bells  tolled  a solemn 
knell,  and  the  United  States’,  band  of  music  played 
appropriate  (funeral)  marches  through  the  streets. 
Upon  tile  whole,  we  are  fully  satisfied  that  the  peo- 
ple generally  expect  nothing  good  from  this  conven- 
tion.” 

What  else  they  have  done,  except  to  appoint  two 
priests  for  chaplains,  is  unknown — eoh  they  sit 
with  closed  do ons.  A letter  to  the  editor  from 
Hartford  informs  us,  that  this  proceeding  \Vas  very 
ungraciously  received  by  the  people. 

Cousrrr.u fetti \r, — —The  Quebec  Gazette  says 
“counterfeit  army  bills,  of  the  denomination  of  two 
five  and  ten  dollars,  are  in  circulation,  believed  to 
have  come  from  the  United  Slates,  and  possibly 
countenanced  by  the  American  government.” 

[The  American  government  will  “countenance” 
no  such  thing.  But  if  they  did,  they  have  many  pre- 
cedents afforded  bv  the  British  government;  who 
hive  been  the  most  notorious  forger?  and  counterfeit - 
'ecs  in  the  world — witness  our  “continental  money,” 
the  French  assignats — and  American  mercantile  pa- 
pers, publicly  sold  at  London,  a little  while  since.] 

Treason. — JYeiv  London  Dec.  7 . — A special  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  was  held  in  this  city,  on 
"Wednesday  last,  for  the  trial  of  John  Lester,  jr. 
and  Daniel  Xeeny  jr.  charged  with  the  crime  of  trea- 
son, in  supplying  the  British  squadron  off  tills  har- 
bor, in  giving  information.  See.  The  trial  of  Lester 
tJOolc  up  the  whole  day.  One  or  two  of  the  witness- 
es, who  were  before  the  examining  magistrate,  were 
absent  on  the  trial,  and  forfeited  their  recognizance; 
in  consequence  of  which,  the  overt  act  was  not  prov- 
ed by  two  witnesses.  The  jury  found  Lester  not  guil- 
ts'; and  the  cases  being  similar,  the  attorn ies  dismiss- 
ed the  prosecution  against  Keeny.  Some  very  perti- 
nent advice  was  given  to  the  prisoners  at  the  time  of 
their  discharge,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  may  prevent 
the  necessity  of  similar  prosecutions  against  other 
offenders. 

[Though  we  have  more  traitors  than  there  are  in 
all  the  world — yet,  we  believe,  that  no  one  has  be»n 
capitally  punished  for  that  crime-  It  should  be  bet- 
ter defined,  or  the  farce  of  adjudication  abolished.] 

Specie  is  travelling  rapidly  from  Boston,  8cc.  to 
■Castine  ; and  the  want  of  it  is  about  to  be  as  se- 
verely felt  by  the  late  purse-proud  people  of  that 
quarter  as  any  where  else.  If  the  enemy  is  not  driv- 
en from  that  post,  between  smuggling  and  dealing, 
he  will  soon  drain  the  whole  eastern  country,  which 
has  nothing  else  than  the  cash  to  give  in  exchange 
for  his  goods.  The  trade  with  Amelia  has  a very 
different  effect — there  the  rich  products  of  the  south 
keeps  the  business  equalized,  and  makes  it  profita- 
ble to  both  parties. 

British  opikioxs.  From  The  Qrrcfrfl;  * Mtvcttrg, 


November  15 — “The  humiliation  of  the  Northern 
stales  is  evidently  the  i nterest  of  Great  Britain.  A 
maritime  rivalship  is  more  to  be  dreaded  by  the  Uni- 
ted kingdom  from  the  federal  states  than  from  the 
southern  states.  The  more  the  eastern  states  are 
crippled,  th«  less  is  that  rivalship  to  be  apprehended, 
at  least  for  a time. — The  enmity,  then,  of  the  demo- 
cratic party  to  the  federalists  ought  in  good  policy 
to  be  rather  cherished  than  suppressed.  The 
more  the  two  parties  weaken  each  other,  the  better 
they  serve  the  interests  of  Great  Britain.  Indeed 
Great  Britain  needs  not  a better  auxiliary  than  the 
jealousy  of  the  southern  against  the  northern  states . 
A peace  would  heal  those  divisions;  wherefore  peace 
is  an  event  that  may  he  considered,  perhaps,  at  some 
distance,  however  desirable  it  might  be  in  other 
points  of  view.” 

Trade.  It  is  well  known,  (says  the  Boston  Daily 
Advertiser)  that  for  sometime  past,  there  lias  been 
a constant  importation  of  goods,  principally,  we  be^ 
lieve  at  Hampden,  from  Castine,  under  neutral  flags. 
A very  large  amount  of  goods,  which  have  been  re- 
gularly entered,  the  duties  being  secured  according 
to  law,  is  now  on  the  way  between  the  port  of  entry 
and  this  piace.  We  are  informed  that  orders  have 
been  just  issued  to  the  marshal  for  the  seizure  of  all 
these  goods,  on  the  ground  that  Castine  not  being  a 
British  port,  but  a port  of  which  the  enemy  have  on- 
ly military  possession,  a trade  by  neutrals  betweenr 
it  and  a port  of  the  United  States  is  not  a legitimate 
neutral  trade. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
the  commissioner  of  loans  at  Boston , published  by 
request , for  the  in  formation  of  all  concerned. 

Treasury  department,  November  9,  1814. 
Sin — The  depressed  state  of  the  public  credit  at 
Boston,  has  constantly  engaged  my  attention  since 
my  arrival  at  Washington,  with  a view  to  devise  the 
means  of  relieving  it.  The  suspension  of  specVe 
payments  at  the  Banks,  deprived  the  government  of 
the  power  to  pay  its  creditors  in  gold  and  silver,  and 
this  additional  inconvenience  followed  from  that 
measure,  that  the  bank  credits,  belonging  to  the 
government,  could  not  be  transferred  from  the  states,, 
respectively,  in  which'  they  existed,  to  any  other 
state,  in  order  to  discharge  the  public  debts,  where 
they  became  due  and  payable.  Every  intelligent  and 
candid  citizen  will  perceive,  therefore,  that  the  go- 
vernment was  unable  to  avert,  or  to  control,  this 
course  of  events.  If,  however,  the  measures  now- 
under  the  consideration  of  congress,  should  be  spee- 
dily and  successfully  put  into  operation,  I feel  the 
greatest  confidence,  that  not  only  the  treasury,  but 
that  the  nation,  will  be  essentially  relieved,  from  the 
prevailing  pecuniary  embarrassments. 

In  the  meantime,  I am  desirous  to  offer  to  the 
public  creditors,  both  on  account  of  the  stock  inter- 
est due  ic  October  last,  and  the  treasury  notes  since' 
due,  every  accommodation,  which  this  department 
can  furnish,  as  treasury  notes  have  been  refused:: 
You  will  be  pleased  therefore  to  jnake  the  following 
propositions  to  them  : 

1.  That  they  subscribe  the  amount  of  their  respective 
claims  at  par  to  the  loan  of  6,000,000,  opened  by 
the  late  secretary  of  the  treasury,  on  the  terms 
of  that  loan. 

2.  Or  that  they  accept  in  payment  of  their  respec- 
tive claims,  drafts  on  those  bunks  (principally 
seated  to  the  south  and  west  of  Philadelphia)  in 
which  there  are  deposits  of  public  money. 

Mr.  Mitchill,  late  agent  for  prisoners  at  Hali- 
fax, has  arrived  at  NeW-York  in  a cartel,  being  or- 
dered from  the  British  territory  in  a peremptory 
manner.  This  measure  is  said  to  have  been  adopter! 
fri  consequence  of  the- refusal  of  our  government. 
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to  receive  a certain  Gilbert  Robertson  in  the  sumcj 
capacity  here.  The  reason  that  Robertson  was  not. 
accepted,  is  stated  to  be  entirely  personal.  He  re-i 
sided  in  New  York  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  | 
and  repo«  ted  himself  as  an  alien,  but  departed  from1, 
the  district  that  had  been  allotted  him  wit bout  per- 
mission, and  got  on  board  the  enemy’s  squadron  off 
New  London. 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  not  allowed  to  appoint  any  one 
in  his  place.  He  states  tint  about  the  20th  Nov. 
between  4 and  500  Americans  had  been  sent  to  Eng-j 
land,  and  that  there  remained  at  Halifax  900  more. 
Among  the  passengers  in  the  cartel  were  three  of; 
the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  captured  in  the  attack  on  I 
this  city  in  Sept.  Inst — the  rest,  being  exchanged,  j 
will  return  in  the  next  vessel. 

The  blockade.  In  consequence  of  the  “rigorous  I 
blockade”  of  all  our  coast,  the  famous  privateer 
Chasseur,  ship  Essex  Junior,  and  several  other  ves- 
sels for  Europe  and  southern  ports,  sailed  from  New- 
York  on  the  2 1st  instant ! 

MILITARY. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  major-general  Jackson  to  go- 
vernor Early , dated 
Hgad-quartt-rs,  7th  military  district,  near 
Fort  Miming,  November  16, 181-1. 

“Before  this  reaches  you,  information  will  have 
been  received  of  my  visit  to  Pensacola. — It  was  oc- 
casioned by  the  unprecedented  conduct  of  the  go 
vernor  of  Pensacola,  in  harboring,  aiding,  and  cotm-j 
tenaning  the  British  and  their  red  allies.  I entered) 
sword  in  hand,  with  about  three  thousand  brave  fol- 
lowers, in  the  face  of  Spanish  batteries,  and  a 
British  fleet  of  seven  sail,  anchored  abreast  and 
Opposite  the  town. — The  English,  by  intrigue  and 
base  falsehood,  induced  the  Spaniards  to  abandon 
the  works  commanding  the  harbor,  entered  them 
and  blew  them  up;  otherwise  they  would  have  fall- 
en a sacrifice  to  their  own  plans.  When  this  took 
place,  the  fleet  being  at  liberty  to  go  out,  did  so;  and 
I evacuated  the  town,  leaving  the  Span  Liras  favorably 
impressed  with  our  conduct,  and  disgusted  with 
their  British  friends.  The  hostile  Indians  fled  across 
the  bay  at  our  approach;  und  have,  no  doubt,  lost  all 
confidence  in  the  assurances  they  have  received  of 
British  protection — They  have  retired,  it  is  believed,  | 
towards  Apalachicola  in  great  alarm. 

“The  Seminolies,  however,  it  appears,  from  in- 
formation given  by  col.  Hawkins,  are  preparing  to 
assume  an  hostile  attitude. — When  they  hear  of  the 
shameful  manner  in  which  the  Red  Sticks  were  de- 
serted by  their  allies,  they  will  wish  to  retract. 
j Che  following  was  inJM.  S. 

Gen.  Jackson  was  opposed  by  the  Spaniards — and 
several  men  were  lost  on  both  sides  in  taking  the 
town.  The  British  retreated  to  their  ships,  from 

which  they  fired  at  Jackson,  but  without  edict . 

They  attempted  to  decoy  Jackson  into  the  fort  at  the 
time  the  match  was  burning;  but  he  cautiously  avoid- 
€ l it  until  the  tremendous  explosion  took  effect,  and 
ii  jured  none. 

5th  Dec.  in  the  morning . 

Gentlemen  who  have  arrived  at  Charleston  from 
JIavanna  report  that,  “the  conduct  of  the  American 
force  under  gen.  Jackson,  in  their  late  entry  into 
Pensacola,  was  spoken  of  in  tiie  highest  terms  by 
the  Spaniards.  After  general  Jackson  had  evacuated 
the  place,  lie  sent  in  word  to  the  inhabitants  that  if 
any  of  them  had  suffered  loss  of  property  to  let  him 
know  it,  and  he  would  immediately  make  their  less 
good.” 

W e have  gen.  J\l*  Arthur's  official  letter.  It  is  long, 
and  was  received  at  a late  hour  for  insertion,  and 
must  be  postponed.  But  we  regret  this  the  less 
because  the  substance  of  it  has  already  been  pub- 
lished i>i  h>s  “general  orders/*  scs  page  209. 


Maj.  gen.  Scott,  it  appears,  is  to  command  the 
10th,  as  well  as  the  4th  military  district. 

There  are  a variety  of  reports,  and  many  reasons 
to  believe  they  are  well  founded,  that  the  British 
are  preparing  for  a winter  campaign  on  the  frontiers 
adjacent  to  lake  Champlain.  They  are  said  to  have 
engaged  1,000  sleighs  and  10,000  buffalo  robes,  for 
the  excursion  ; and  many  of  the  former,  it  appears, 
have  been  made  for  them  within  and  by  citizens  of 
Vermont.  The  great  object  probably  is  first  to  des- 
troy our  fleet ; though  to  provide  for  an  e ventual 
failure  in  this,  it  is  positively  said  that  \hev  are 
building  four  large  vessels,  (frigates)  at  the  Isle 
aux  Noix,  offering  the  enormous  price  of  three  hol- 
lars per  day  to  American  carpenters  to  assist  them. 
It  is  intimated,  however,  that  among  that  patriotic 
class  of  our  fellow  citizens  they  have  found  as  y«t 
very  few  villains.  Our  naval  force  on  Ontario  is  to 
be  increased. 

naval. 

The  Constitution  frigate,  captain  Stewart,  sailed 
from  Boston,  some  days  ago,  on  a frig  ate- hunting  ex- 
pedition. The  New  Castle,  a sort  Of  a ship  or  the 
line,  rating  50  guns,  and  carrying  not  less  than  64, 
was  in  the  neighborhood  of  that  port.  By  the  fol- 
lowing from  a Boston  paper  of  the  l/ih,  it  appear** 
possible  that  a battle  may  take  place. 

“By  several  persons  who  arrived  from  different 
parts  of  Cape  Cod  last  evening  we  are  informed  that 
the  Newcastle,  British  frigate,  went  ashore  at  O' 
o’clock  on  Monday  evening  off  VYeilfleet  shoal 
ground,  about  13  miles  from  Provincetown,  where 
she  remained  in  a dangerous  situation  18  hours, 
heeling  off  shore  in  from  nine  to  twelve  feet  water 
at  low  tide.  Three  boats  were  manned  to  go  to 
Provincetovvn  to  procure  vessels  to  assist  in  getting 
her  off,  but  the  wind  blowing  fresh,  they  pul  ashore 
on  different  p?.rts  of  tiie  cape.  Twenty-three  men 
of  the  boats’  crews  seized  this  opportunity  todesert, 
who  had  been  seen  by  our  informants.  The  frigate 
•>y  starting  her  water,  and  throwing  over  spars  and 
other  articles,  got  off,  and  arrived  at  Provincetowu 
about  4 o’clock  on  Tuesday  afternoon.  Ever  since 
her  arrival  there,  she  lias  remained  with  springs  on 
her  cables,  fearing  an  attack  from  the  Constitution. 
This  is  i he  same  ship  which  was  in  sight  from  this 
town  on  Monday.” 

It  is  stated  that  the  keel  of  a M gun  ship  has 
been  laid  at  Kingston,  to  be  ready  for  the  lake  bv  tho 
middle  of  March— and  that  a ♦rigate,  to  carry  55 
'guns,  that  came  out  in  frame  from  England,  was  t» 
be  launched  on  the  15th  of  this  month? 

F i om  the  Wilmington , f J\%  CJ  Gazette i 

We  take  pleasure  in  referring  our  readers  to  the ' 
interesting  letter  from  Mr.  Monroe  to  R.  Cochrane 
collector  ot  this  port,  which  at  once  evinces  a deter? 
minntion  on  the  part  of  our  government  to  conduct 
the  war  according  to  the  established  rules  of  na- 
tions. 


'°PV  a lstter  fvc™  the  secretary  of  stale  to  Robert 
Cochran,  Esq.  collector , dated 

Department  of  State,  November  25,  IS  1 K 
Sni—I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  inst 
enclosing  an  extract  from  the  journal  of  the  private 
armed  vessel  Midas,  of  Baltimore,  whereof  AIex*e 
Thompson  is  the  commander. 

It  appears  by  the  extract,  than  on  the  loth  of  S*n 
tember  last,  captain  Thompson  authorized  a landing 
with  an  armed  force,  from  the  Midas,  at  the  plarrT 
tion  of  a Mr.  Barnett,  on  Koval  Island,  within  thfe 
British  dominions;  and  that  the  officer  to  whom  it 
was  confided,  acting  under  an  order  from  captain 
Thompson,  “to  set  fire  to  the  buildings,”  did  ac- 
tually “set  fire  to  the  whole,  consisting  of  four  hate 
sorm-  dw^ihng  hnrrats  snd  fourteen  :nte  huff”  " 
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The  extract  from  the  journal  has  been  laid  be- 
fore the  president;  and,  upon  the  unequivocal  evi- 
dence which  that  affords  of  the  wilful  deviation  of 
capt.  Thompson  from  the  instructions  for  the  pri- 
vate armed  vessels  of  the  United  Slates,  issued  a 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  which  enjoin  “the 
strictest  regard  to  the  usages  of  civilized  nation*',” 
he  directs  that  the  commission  of  the  Midas  be  re- 
voked; and  you  are  requested,  as  that  vessel  is  now 
within  your  district,  to  revoke  the  same  accordingly. 

In  communicating  to  you  this  determination  ot  the 
president,  it  is  proper  to  remark,  that,  by  whatso- 
ever acts  of  flagrant  outrage,  upon  defenceless 
towns  and  property  of  unarmed  and  unresisting  in- 
dividuals, the  British  naval  and  military  officers  on 
our  maritime  and  inland  frontiers,  may  have  pro- 
voked or  may  hereafter  provoke,  severe  measures  of 
retribution,  it  is  for  the  government  alone  to  pre- 
scribe the  manner  ancl  the  means  of  retaliation. 

Thave  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Robert  Cochran,  esq.  Collector  of  the 

Customs,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

, E alt  imor e.-^They  had  it  at  Antigua,  November  7,  that  Balti- 
rriore  had  been  destroyed  by  the  ‘ shield  of  afflicted  Immunity”— 
thatit'had  been  hi  possession  of  the  British  twenty-four  hours,  and 
that  another  of  our  frigates,  the  Java,  was  burnt! 

A Jamaica  paper  lias  the  following  queer  article,  on  the  same 
subject.  It  is  among  the  most  comical  accounts  we  have  seen.  If 
contains  one  truth , and  that  is  the  date  «f  the  attack — 

-By  the  arrivals  on  Saturday,  we  are  put  in  possession  of  some 
panic  u la  is  of  the  landing  of  the  British  near  Baltimore  on  the  1 Hh 
ult.  It  appears  that  about  5000  troops,  under  the  command  of 
major  general  Ross,  effected  a landing  within  a few  miles  of  the 
city,  where  they  were  met  by  the  American  force  of  about  9000 
men,  an  obstinate  engagement  then  took  place,  which  continued 
nearly  48  hours,  when  the  British  finding  that  considerable  rein- 
forcements were  coming  up  to  aid  the  Americans,  re-embarked, 
with  a very  trifling  loss.  General  Ross  was  killed  shortly  after 
landing,  while  re connoitering.  Immediately  after  Hie  embarkation 
of  the  troops,  admiral  Cochrane  shifted  his  flag  to  the  Surprize 
frigate,  and  with  the  small  vessels  and  bombs,  commenced  a heavy 
bombardment  against  fort  If  Henry;  much  damage  must  have  been 
done,  as  the  soldiers  were  seen  flying  in  all  directions.  The  city  of 
Baltimore  was  also  assailed,  arid  considerable  injury  done  to  the 
buildings  from  the  number  of  shells  thrown;  one  vessel  (the  Meteor 
uow  in  port.)  having  discharged  near  300. 

The  Americans  had  undermined  the  lines  at  Baltimore,  and 
it  was  their  intention  to  have  blown  up  the  city,  should  the  British 
have  become  the  masters  of  it. 

Captains  Rodgers  and  Porter  having  been  ascertained  to  be 
assisting  in  the  defence  of  fort  M‘Henry,  admiral  Cochrane  sent  a 
flag  with  a message  to  captain  Porter,  reminding  him  that  lie  was 
a prisoner  of  war  on  parole,  and  desired  that  he  would  immediately 
deliver  himself  up  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  Halifax,  inti- 
mating at  the  same  time,  that  if  he  refused  to  comply,  he  must 
expect  to  suffer  death  should  he  ever  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
British,  for  violating  the  law  of  nations,  he  being  a prisoner  on 
parole,  and  engaged  in  defence  of  his  country  previous  to  being 
regularly  exchanged, aSlln/ugh  he  had  solemnly  agreed  with  captain 
Hillyar,  at  the  time  captured,  to  respect  rigidly  this  law:— this  was 
not  complied  with.” 

London , September  24. — A report  of  the  taking 
of  Baltimore  has  reached  Plymouth,  and  is  con- 
sistent enough  in  circumstance  with  all  the  previous 
movements  with  which  we  were  acquainted  in  the 
Chesapeake  bay.  It  is,  however,  supposed  that  this 
intelligence  is  as  yet  nothing  more  than  an  antici- 
pation of  what  is  likely  to  happen;  and  much  as  we 
shall  hail  every  blow  struck  at  these  braggard  and 
mischievous  enemies,  there  is  not  a spot  in  the  whole 
United  States  where  an  infliction  of  Britain’s  ven- 
geance will  be  more  entitled  to  our  applause  than  on 
this  sink  of  jacobinical  infamy — Baltimore. 

Kingston,  (Jam.)  JVor.  9.  We  have  been  favored 
with  tlie  following  division  order  issued  by  colonel 
Brooke,  after  the  attack  on  Baltimore  : 

Head  Quarters,  North  Point.  14 th  Sept.  1814 

The  Unfortunate  and  greatly  to  be  lamented  death 
of  major  general  Iioss,  leaving  placed  the  command 
of  his  majesty’s  troops,  employed  in  the  Chesapeake, 
in  the!  hands  of  colonel  Brooke,  on  the  12th  of  Sep- 
tember j he  begs  (he  different  officers  in  the  com- 


mand of  brigades  and  corps  to  accept  his  thanks  for 
their  cool,  steady,  and  determined  conduct,  against 
a much  superior  and  strongly  posted  force  of  the 
enemy.  They  will  be  pleased  also  to  communicate 
to  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  soldiers 
and  seamen,  under  their  command,  the  high  sense 
he  entertains,  and  the  gratitude  which  he  feels  for 
their  distinguished  conduct,  and  irresistable  valor, 
in  using  their  utmost  exertions  to  bring  the  enemy 
to  the  bayonet. 

To  capt.  Carmichael  he  is  much  obliged  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  brought  his  guns  into  action. 

To  the  staff'  of  major  general  J.toss,  as  well  as  to 
citptain  Mitchell,  of  the  royal  artillery,  and  captain 
Blanchard,  of  the  royal  engineers  lie  is  sensibly  in- 
debted for  the  handsome  manner  in  which  they  of- 
fered their  services.  Captain  Crofton’,  commanding 
the  seamen  of  his  majesty’s  ships,  acting  on  shore, 
as  also  captains  Sullivan,  Money,  and  Ramsay,  are 
greatly  entitled  to  his  best  thanks,  and  he  begs  they 
will  believe  he  most  gratefully  feels  and  values  their 
very  great  exertions,  witnesssd  by  himself,  in  main- 
taining the  utmost  order  and  regularity  amongst 
their  men,  during  the  hottest  of  the  enemy’s  fire, 
and  he  will  ever  feel  proud  in  having  the  brave 
sailors  attached  to  the  land  force,  which  at  any 
time  he  may  have  the  honor  of  commanding. 

Political  divinity.  Fiom  the  N.  Y.  Columbian. 

“ War  is  a national  punishment  for  national  sins.” 
Good. 

The  English  nation  is  more  at  War  than  any  other 
L*.  Christendom.  True. 

Then  “the  bulwark  of  our  holy  religion”  is  the 
greatest  sinner  in  Christendom.  Undeniable  logic. 

x\xecdote.  An  American  officer  who  carried  a 
flag  over  to  the  British  lines,  after  havingdispatclied 
the  business  of  his  mission,  was  invited  by  the  Bri- 
tish commanding  officer  to  dinner.  As  usual,  the 
wine  was  circulated,  and  a British  officer  being  call- 
ed upon  for  a toast,  gave — Mr.  Madison,  “dead  or 
alive,”  which  the  yankee  drank  without  appearing 
to  notice.  When  it  came  to  the  American’s  turn  to 
give  a toast,  he  gave — the  Prince  Regent,  “drunk  or 
sober.”  “Sir,  said  the  British  officer,  bristling  up 
and  coloring  with  anger,  that  is  an  insult.”  No,  sir, 
answered  the  American  very  coolly,  “it  is  only  a re- 
ply to  one.” Pet.  Courier. 

All  the  subscribers  to  the  Register  have  been 
furnished  with  our  sine  q.va  non — and  it  is  hoped 
that  all  will  see  the  necessity,  as  well  as  justice,  of 
complying  with  our  demands,  founded,  as  they  ard, 
on  perfect  reciprocity.  The  object  of  striking  off 
names,  is  to  reduce  the  wasteland  expence  of  paper, 
and  it  will  be  impossible  that  the  files  of  individuals, 
which  shall  be  broken  by  this  unpleasant  procedure, 
can  be  made  good,  without  purchases  from  the  be- 
ginning— as  every  one,  so  Completed,  would  break  a 
set  of  the  work. 

With  a due  sense  of  gratitude  to  the  many  gentle- 
men acting  as  agents , who  are  also  my  fvieruls , it  is 
right  to  say,  I am  convinced  that  a large  portion  of 
the  trouble  l have  had  on  this  account  belongs  to 
others,  who  have  proffered  their  services  but  neglect- 
ed, through  other  business, Jo  perform  the  duties  they 
voluntarily  engaged.  As  they  only  stand  in  the  way 
ot  some  who  would  do?my  busines,  I invite  all  those 
who  are  unwilling,  or  unable,  properly  to  see  to  my 
little  affairs,  to  settle  up  as  far  as  they  have  gone, 
and  hand  in  their  resignations. 

A considerable  portion  of  the  quantity  of  matter 
in  this  sheet,  though  in  a small  compass,  is  allowed 
to  a record  of  the  proceedings  of  congress,  which, 
for  present  reading  or  future  reference,  especially 
tire  latter,  are  very  interesting* 
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Agriculture,  Manufactures  and 
Commerce. 

The  following,  communicated  by  an  intelligent 
friend,  has  been  on  file  sever.  1 months.  The  time 
is  apt  for  its  publication,  and  we  specially  recom- 
mend a consideration  of  it  tot  lie  Hartford  convention 
and  other  dcclaimers  on  commerce.  I am  not  aware 
that  any  material  errors  exist  in  the  calculations, 
so  far  as  they  go;  and,  certainly,  the  amount  is  very 
moderate.  Many  items  might  fairly  be  added 
which  cost  an  immense  sum  annually,  that  pertain 
to  neither  of  the  general  propositions!  How  loud- 
ly do  these  facts  call  upon  us  to  look  at  home,  and 
seek:  andsecure,  within  ourselves,  that  comfort  and 
happiness  which  liie  American  people  seem  most 
happily  situated  to  possess  aVid  enjoy.  We  are 
not  the  enemies  of  foreign  trade,  commonly  called 
commerce — it  acts  well  as  an  aid  to  agriculture  and 
manufactures,  and  so  far  we  esteem  it ; but  its  im- 
portance, compared  with  these,  is  like  “a  drop  in 
the  bucket.” 

1 he  various  manufactures  of  the  United  Slates  have 
probably  exceeded  the  value  of  three  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  the  year  that  closes  this  dav.— 
I nis  is  a reason  able  estimate.  Put  the  amount 
by  the  side  of  the  most  prosperous  year  of  com- 
merce and  see  how  contemptible  that  thing  is 
about  which  we  make  so  much  noise.  Commerce 
riiowucEs  nothing  ; and  its  profits,  which,  certain- 
ly, never  have  exceeded  20  millions  in  a year, 
(arid  I doubt  <f  they  have  averaged  the  half  of  that 
sum)  is  all  we  can  pass  to  its  credit — whereas  the 
amount  made  up  bv  agriculture  and  manufactures 
contributes  exuctlv  so  much  to  he  w;.nts,th  conve- 
niences, the  luxuries,  or  the  wealth  of  a country. 

I he  writer  of  this  article,  altho’  more  connected 
with  the  external  trade  than  the  manufactures  of  his 
country,  (in  consequence  of  his  business  depending 
entirely  on  external  commerce) — has  long  entertain 
ed  an  opinion  that,  compared  with  the  internal  trade 
of  the  United  States,  our  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions has  been  estimated  at  a value  far  beyond  it 
real  worth.  From  that  foreign  commerce  we  may 
date  the  bloody  and  expensive  war  in  which  we  are 
now  engaged,  and  which,  it  is  probable,  will  swallow 
up  all  the  profits  that  have  really  resulted  directi' 
from  commerce  since  the  revolution.  But,  as  id 
most  every  evil  has  its  attendant  good,  so  this  state 
of  tilings  m ty  produce  a revolution  in  opinion  and 
action,  the  beneficial  effects  of  which  will  be  feltfoi 
ages  to  come,  if  we  have  the  prudence  to  avoid  war 
and  foster  the  arts  of  peace.  To  render  th  use  opini- 
ons more  clear  to  the  reader,  I shall  venture  upon 
some  calculations.  It  will  not  be  pretended,  however, 
they  are  absolutely  accurate,  but  will  be  found  suf- 
ficiently so  to  verify  the  position  I mean  to  assume, 
“that  the  value  of  our  foreign  commerce  is  trivial 
u hen  compared  with  t lie  sum  requisite  to  supply 
the  people  of  the  United  States  with  the  necessaries, 
the  conveniences,  and  the  luxuries  of  life,”  which 
they  enjoy;  and  it  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  1 
avail  myself  of  some  of  the  sentiments  of  the  editor 
of  the  Emporium,  vol.  V.  page  278,  on  this  subject. 

Af  ter  some  curious  examinations  and  calculations 
relative  to  the  quantity  of  food  necessary  for  the 
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j maintainance  of  a person  for  one  year,  he  gives  his 
readers  tile  following  result: 

“The  grain  required  for  one  man  per 

annum  then  will  be  8 1 2 bush,  a 125  cts.  §10  62£ 
“Meat  3651b.”  1 lb.  per  day,  ai  Gets.  21  90 

“Whiskey”*  or  other  drink  equivalent  to  15  00 
“Fuel,  vegetables,  pepper,  salt, See.”  may  be 

fairly  considered  at  least  7 47} 


§55  GO 


He  adds,  “l  am  not  at  lids  time  aware  of  anv 
material  fallacy  in  the  above  calculations;” — ar  1 
further,  “it  follows  then,  that  the  yearly  product  of 
our  agriculture  is  worth  640  millions  of  dollars:” 
lie  afterwards  says,  “how  the  boasted  pen  gym  s 
“on  foreign  trade  dwindle  into  Comparative  insig- 
“ nificance  when  set  in  compet  ition  with  h s ” But 
tho’  the  above  sum  may  appear,  anti  really  is  an 
enormous  one,  we  have  to  add  to  i-  the  produce  of 
our  agriculture  for  the  lood  of  1,400,000  hors  • v -e ~t 
Bloclget’s  tables)  one  an  1 a half  tens  of  hay  per  annum, 
for  each  horse,  will  make  2,250,000  tons  ai  10  uoLs. 

§22,500,000 

4 quarts  of  grain  per  day,  365  days,  is 
63,875,000  bushels,  which  at  40  cts. 
per  annum  is  25,550,000 

For  which  add  the  above  sum  of  640,000,'.'Ud 


And  we  have  the  enormous  amount  of  §688,0 50,  00 


Taking  the  produce  of  our  agri- 
culture as  consumed  in  the  United 
States,  at  §688,0 50,000 

And  the  provisions  exported  in  com- 
mon times  at  25  millions  25,000,000 


We  have  as  the  whole  productf  of  our 
agriculture  §713,050,000 


*In  ihe  year  1810  the  quantity  of  spirits  dis 
tilled  in  the  United  States,  were  24  millions  of 
gallons  nearly,  at  50  cents  per  gallon;  this  will  be  12 
millions  of  collars — cyder,  beer,  ale,  wine,  brandy, 
rum,  &c.  may  possibly  ..mount  to  15  dollars  for  each 
inhabitant,  which  would  beat  the  rate  of4  cents  per 
day  or  something  more,  and  is  a large  allowance, 
considering  that  probably  more  than  on<j  half  o' 
the  population  seldom  drink  anv  tiling  but  water- 
one  half  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  elm'- 


dren  under  17  years  of  age. 

and  of  the  remainder 

near  one  half  are  females. 

/ 

fThe  export  of  domestic 

produce  and  manufac. 

lures  from  the  United  Slates  were  in  1802,  as 

follows: 

Produce  of  the  sea 

2,481,000 

the  forest 

4,978,000 

agriculture 

33,502,000 

manufactures  2, 1 74,000 

uncertain 

231,675 

42,366,675 

Of  foreign  produce 

24,391,295 

. 

§66,757,970 

10  per  ct.  profit  is 

6,675,797 
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And  assuming  8 millions  as  our  present  populati- 
on, it  is  at  the  rate  of  89  dollars  to  each  individual 
for  food  and  drink,  and  for  the  food  of  his  horses, 
without  taking  into  view  the  pasturage  of  1,400,000 
horses,  for  six  months  of  the  year,  and  which  at  25 
cts.  per  week,  would  amount  to  $18,200,000. 

Let  its  suppose  die  product  of  our 

agriculture  to  e per  annum  $700,00 0,000 

Anri  apply  again  to  the  Emporium, 
page  279,  “the  dress  of  a labouring 
man  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than 
2.5  dollars  per  annum 4” 

And  as  before  assuming  the  population 
of  the  United  States  at  8 millions, 
we  have  as  the  cost  of  clothing  our 
citizens  for  one  year  200,000,000 

B lodge  t,  some  years  since,  calculated 
the  houses  in  the  United  States  at 
1,375,000,  worth  on  an  everage  200 
dollars  (a  low  calculation)  five  per 
cen  . may  surely  and  safely  be  added 
for  repairs  of  bouses,  and  the  erec- 
tion of  new  ones  per  annum-*- this 
win  be  15,750,000 

Carriages,  waggons,  carts,  stages  and 
other  carriages,  chairs,  sulkys,  &c. 
one  to  each  100  families,  at  100  dob 
lars  each,  is  8000  carriages — 8000 
carriages  at  100  dollars  each,  is 
800,000  dollars — suppose  each  of 
those  carriages  to  sink  its  whole 
value,  including  cost  of  repairs,  in 
seven  years,  the  annual  expence  then 
will  be 


114,265 


^Calculations  carefully  made  shew  that  the 
clothing  of  children  (averaged  at  7 years  old) 
will  cost  25  dollars  per  annum. 

In  the  neighbourhood  where  the  writer  resides 
there  is  a carding  machine  which  cards  for  the  inha- 
bitants within  t!ie  vicinity,  70001bs.  of  wool  per  an- 
num. In  the  U.  States  there  are,  probably  3000 
carding  machines;  and  supposing  them  to  card  5000 
lbs.  each,  on  an  average,  we  have  an  amount  of  15 
millions.  This  wool  is  made  use  of  in  the  domestic 
way,  mixed  with  cotton,  flax  and  tow;  and,  indepen- 
dent of  what  is  employed  for  stockings,  may  pro 
duce  15  millions  of  yards  of  different  kinds  of  stuffs. 

We  have  no  data  for  calculating  the  number  of 
woolen  manufactories  in  the  United  States;  but 
there  are  five  within  9 miles  of  where  this  is  written. 
Of  cotton  spindles  at  work,  we  may  safely,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, reckon  500  thousand;  from  these,  at  the 
rate  of  one  half  pound  of  yarn  per  week,  we  may 
calculate  as  the  annual  product  thirteen  millions 
pounds  of  yarn — converted  into  a great  variety  of 
stuffs,  and  made  use  of  generally  in  the  domestic 
way-producing  perhaps  26  millions  of  yards,  of 
stuff  per  annum. 

A manufacture  of  cotton  sail  cloth  lias  commenc- 
ed here.  1 he  article  looks  well,  but  has  not  been 
sufficiently  tested;  should  it  succeed,  and  the  Unit- 
ed States  employ  one  million  and  a quarter  of  tons 
of  shipping  as  they  have  done,  and  clothe  them 
With  cotton  sails  at  10  yards  totheston,  it  will  re- 
quire half  a million  of  spindles  to  provide  yarn  for 
so  much  sail  cloth.  This  will  be  the  work  of  years 
to  come;  but  a million  of  spindles  will  consume  26 
millions  of  cotton  per  annum,  which  amount  would 
probably  be  equal  to  more  than  one  half  of  our  ex- 
port of  cotton  wool  in  peace  and  prosperity,  if  we 
had  no  cotton  works.  The  consumption  of  cotton 
wool  for  our  different  manufactures  is,  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  supposed  to  be  equal  to  one  third  of 
the  export  of  the  United  States  in  that  article,  in 
*imeso  f peace.  Wl»t  a change  in  10  years  ! 


Repairs  to,  and  additional  mills  and 

manufactories,  per  annum  l^OO/lOO1 

Shoeing  1,400,009  horses,  per  annum  1,000,000 

New  tools  and  repairs  of  old  do.  for  a- 
gnculture  and  handicraft  employ- 
ments c aJ  1,000,000 

Watches  or  clocks  for  1,300,000  fami- 
lies— one  to  each  family  at  20  dollars 
e.xh  is  26  millions — for  interest  per 
annum,  and  repairs,  take  8 per  cent, 
and  we  have  [2,080,000 

Rings,  jewels,  fowling  pieces,  &c.  &c.  120,000 

House  furniture  for  1,300.000  families 
at  200  dollars  each,  260  millions — 
for  interest  repairs  and  decay,  say 
10  per  cent,  per  annum  26,000,000 

Coasting  vessels,  and  vessels  in  the 
river  trade,  say  500,000  tons,  t $30 
per  ton,  is  15,000,000  for  interest 
repairs  and  decay,  say  20"  per  cent, 
per  annum  3,000,000 

$948,564,265' 

M iking  nine  hundred  and  forty  eight  millions,  five 
hundred  and  sixty  four  thousand  two  hundred  and 
sixty  five  dollars,  as  the  sum  representing  all  the  an- 
nual internal  labor  of  the  U.  States — (independent  of 
all  profit  arising  from  the  internal  sale  and  exchange 
of  commodities)  which  is  at  the  rate  of  about 
118  dollars,  for  each  individual. 

This  sum  of  948,564,265  dollars,  divided  among 
the  families  of  the  United  Stales,  averaging  each  fa- 
mily at  six  persons  (1,334,000  families)  would  he  at 
the  rate  of  711  dollars  to  each  family,  representing 
thereby  the  food,  clothing,  fuel,  house  rent,  repairs 
of  house-hold  goods,  food  for  their  cattle  of  ail  kinds, 
travelling  expences,  Sec.  Sec.  for  such  a family — 
beside  whatever  profit  might  result  from  any  pro- 
fession, trade  or  occupation,  such  family  carried  ort 
over  and  above  their  annual  expences. 

Rut  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  711  dollars  is 
too  large  an*  average  including  all  the  families  in 
the  United  States,  let  us  adopt  another  mode  of  cal- 
culation as  follows: 

8 millions  of  persons,  their  food  reck- 
oned at  75  cents  per  week  for  one 
year,  is  $312,000,000 

Food  for  1,400,000  horses  as  before  49,875,000 

Clothing  for  8 millions  of  persons  at 

25  dollars  per  annum,  is  200,000,000- 

Interest  and  repairs  on  1,375,000  hou- 
ses, at  11  per  cent,  reckoning  no- 
thing for  new  houses  30,250,000 

8000  carriages  at  100  dolls,  to  be  sunk 

in  8 years  100,000 

Repairs  to,  and  ne  w mills  and  manufac- 
tories, per  annum  1,000,000 

Clocks  and  watches  as  before  2,080,000 

Personal  ornaments,  &c.  100,000 

House  furniture  260  millions,  at  8 per 
cent.  20,000,000 

Vessels  engaged  in  coasting,  river,  and 
sound  trade — say  500,000  tons  as  be- 
fore, at  15  per  cent. 


Making  this  sum, 


2,250,000 

617,655,000 


(a)  This  appears  tome  as  estimated  a great  dsa 
too  low.  The  next  is,  probably,  too  high  ; hut  that 
which  follows  is  far  less  than  the  amount  expended 
annually,  for  those  things;  many  other  items,  the 
product  of  labor,  should  be  added,  which  pertain 
to  neither  of  the  general  heads  mentioned ; such, 
for  instance,  us  the  business  of  the  paper  maker, 
printer  and  bookbinder,  cum  myitis  aiiis Epixon. 


If  I EES’ 
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Which  is  less  than  professor  Cooper  thinks  the 


agricultural  productions  alone  of  the  United  States 
are  worth  ; it  will,  notwithstanding,  be  sufficient  for 
our  present  purpose.  But  as  we  intend  to  credit  our 


writing  and  calculation  has  been  bestowed  on  1 h* 


subject;  but  it  is  questionable  whether,  with  the 
means  in  possession,  we  shall  arrive  at  ihiii  probabi- 
lity which  should  always  belong  to  things  of  the 
kind.  The  “midnight  oil  shall  again  be  trimmed,** 
it  right  to  notice  the  25  millions  or  our  productions  j and  the  statement,  if  made  out  to  my  own  satisf*c- 
which  go  to  make  up  that  trade  and  to  include  it  j lion,  be  inserted — if  not  so,  our  readers  will  hear  no 
with  the  above,  will  produce  £>(542,655,000,  making  more  about  it.  In  the  progress  of  the  examination, 
the  yearly  charge  of  each  family  of  six  persons,  481  ( however,  many  curious  statistical  facts  have  un- 


Dexter  nal  trade  for  the  whole  amount  of  its  worth,  it  kind 


dollars,  or  80  dollars  to  each  individual. 

Now,  it  is  believed,  that  the  whole  exports  of  the 
United  States  for  any  three  years  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  government  has  not  amounted  to  10) 
millions — but  taking  the  whole  at  that  sum,  the  do- 
mestic productions  at  40  millions  and  the  foreign 


folded  themselves,  which  we  shall  have  tlife  pleasure 
to  present  and  preserve  on  some  other  occasion. 


The  Goths  at  Washington. 

THE  COSSACKS  SPARED  PARIS,  (says  the 


productions  and  iwanufactures  at  60  millions,  and  al- i London  Statesman,)  BUT  WE  SPARED  NOT  THE 
lowingffor  freight,  insurance  and  profit,  20  per  cent.  CAPITOL  OF  AMERICA; 


or  20  millions;  yet,  with  this  liberal  allowance,  what 
a trivial  proportion  does  it  bear  to  the  642,650,000 
stated  above  ! Of  that  sum  80  dollars  is  necessary 
to  every  individual  in  the  country,  on  an  average;  but 
the  profit  on  commerce,  admitting  it  to  amount  to 


FOREIGN  Cl’lJf io Jts. 

Paris , Oct.  6.  We  receive  every  day  details  re- 
specting the  horrible  catastrophe  which  has  annihil- 
ated one  of  the  finest  cities  in  the  world.  [The  writer 
should  have  said  building.)  How  could  a nation 


20  .millions,  is  but  at  the  rate  of  #2.50  to  each  citi*  eminently  civilized,  conduct  itself  at  Washington 
zen  on  an  average,  or  a 32d  part  of  the  value  to  hiti  j with  as  much  barbarity  as  the  old  banditti  of  . ltnia , 
of  the  labor  of  our  own  Count.iy.  Vet  it  will  not  be  land  Genseric?  Is  not  this  act  of  attrocious  \ci\- 
denied  that  foreign  trade  is  of  great  importance,  asjgeance  a crime  against  all  Immunity  f Robespierre, 
it  gives  a spring  to  all  other  business  by  promoting  j who,  seconded  by  his  execrable  accomplices,  the 
a demand  for  the  surplus  of  our  food  and  our  manu-J  committee  of  public  safety,  burnt  the  ton  n > of  La 
factures  ; but,  if  by  any  arrangement,  that  surplus'.  Vendee,  ordered  the  mxssacres  of  Toulon  u,.«  Be- loin, 
could  be  employed  in  the  country , we  should  have  no  land  demolished  the  city  of  Lyons,  is  devoted  to  tile 
occasion  for  foreign  trade,  as  respects  that  surplus. I exetraiion  of  ages.  The  revolutionary  Vandals,  * l,o 
True,  we  should  want  many  of  the  manufactures  of 'devastated  France  in  1793,  and  took  u ferocious 
Europe  for  a few  years  ; but  in  the  United  States,  pleasure  in  destroying  or  mutilating  die  monuments 
where  the  human  mind,  and  body  too,  are  left  at  such  j of  the  arts,  were  men  taken  from  the  lowest  ranks  of 
perfect  liberty,  a few  years  only  would  supply  us  society*  wretched  Sani  Culottes,  agitated  by  all  tl»e 
with  those  manufactures  that  habit  has  rendered  ne-|fury  of  the  revolution.  But  from  the  bosom  of  the 
cessarv,  if  it  became  the  interest  of  the  citizens  to 
do  so,  and  they  were  secured  from  the  interference 
of  foreign  nations,  as  far  only  as  a good  and  a pro- 
spective policy  would  dictate.  Witness  the  progress  out  any  of  those  violent  passions  which  disturb  die 
which  has  been  made  in  the  manufactures  of  cotton  understanding,  should  have  imitated  the  Fury  of  the 


most  enlightened  nations  of  the  world,  (here  should 
go  forth  a military  chief,  who,  without  fanaticism, 
without  any  extraordinary  motive  of  vengeance, wi»h- 


and  wool  in  a few  years.  Let  any  man  disposed  to 
examine  how  long  it  will  require  to  place  this  coun- 
try in  a state  of  independence  on  foreign  manufac- 
tures, turn  his  view  back  to  the  days  of  our  revolu- 
tionary war,  and  consider  how  trivial  were  our  ma- 
nufactures then  to  what  they  are  at  present.  It  is 
not  in  wool  and  cotton  only  that  the  country  has 
progressed  so  rapidly,  but  in  almost  all  the  articles 
n cessary  to  the  comfort  of  the  people.  For  two  years 
past  an  insignificant  proportion  of  the  dothing  of 
the  inhabitants  has  been  imported,  and  has  any  real 
want  been  experienced?#on  the  contrary,  do  not  our 
manufactories  already  either  supply  us  with  the, 
-stuffs  ready  made  in  large  quantities,  or  place  in  the 
hands  of  the  people  the  means  of  sirpplying  them- 
. selves,  from  the  carded  wool  and  spun  cotton,  which 
now  is  so  common  ? 

As  to  sugar,  we  must  be  supplied  from  Orleans 
and  Savannah — for  tea  and  coffee  and  the  produce  of 
foreign  climates,  we  mint  still  be  dependent.  .Spi- 
rits are  already  manufactured  in  injurioys  quantity. 
Wine  is  a native  of  our  soil,  and  only  wants  cultiva- 
tion and  care.  Iron,  lead,  copper  and  coal  we  have. 
"Let  ns  only  enjoy  peace,  and  the  means  of  the  entire 
independence  of  the  coiiutry  is  within  it,  if  we  em- 
ploy them  aright — but 

“ There  are  whom  Heaven  lias  Lies  sc  .1  ivitli  store  of  Wit, 

“ But  waut  as  much  again  to  govern  it.” 


most  savage  hordes,  should  have  carried  fire  and 
sword  into  the  heart  of  a city,  whose  riches  and 
beauty  formed  one  of  the  most  valuable  nv  nurnents 
of  the  progress  of  arts  and  human  industry  ; that 
lie  should  have  made  war,  not  upon  his  enemies,  hot 
upon  columns  of  temples,  public  edifices  and  palaces  / 
that  he  should  have  devastated  for  the  pleasure  of 
devastating ; Who  can  contemplate  all  this  without 
grief  and  indignation  ? During  twenty  years  Europe 
lias  groaned  under  the  horrors  to  which  the  f.vghl- 
ful  genius  of  revolution  lias  given  birth.  England 
was  justly  indignant  at  these  excesses,  and  now, 
when  sentiments  of  humanity  have  reanimated  all 
hearts,  it  is  she  that  renews  in  America  thes-j  scenes- 
of  carnage  and  dosolation.  If  she  believes  that  such 
conduct  will  frighten  her  enemies  and  conquer  them 
by  terror,  she  deceives  herself,  injustice  and  bar- 
barity revolt  still  more  than  they  affright.  They 
communicate  to  the  soul  an  nnknoior  energy,  they  raise 
the  spirit  of  even  the  most  pacific,  and  produce  bold  imj. 
desperate  determinations  ■ which  secure  the  safely  and 
dependence  of  nations. 

Another  Paris  paper  Says, — “Tt  is  most  assuredly 
not  without  the  most  painful  feeling  that  our  readers 
will  have  perused  the  details  we  have  given  them 
respecting  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  Capitol 
of  the  United  States  of  America.  Thus,,  then,  the 
war  is  prosecuted  in  the  new  world  with  the  samu 
character  of  fury  as  for  sq  long  a period  spread  cie- 
The  project  of  offering  some  “speculations  cn  the  jsol.Uion -ever  the  old.  It  there  exhibits  the  same 
Value  of  the  property  represented  by  the  members  of;  spectacle  of  devastation  and  horror,  at  the  moment 
congress  from  the  several  states, ” though  supposed  j when  we  flattered  ourselves  with  the  prospect  of 
difficult  to  perform,  is  much  more  laborious  than  I j beholding  the  revival,  even  in  the  midst  of  battles* 
apprehended  it  to  be.  Much  drudgery  in  reading,  ' of  Ihose  principles  of  humanity  cfsd  the^nw  of  n*. 
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tions,  which  polished  and  civilized  people  ought 
never  to  violate.  Was  it  intended  to  furnish  him  with 
an  excuse,  who  was  justly  charged  with  trampling 
under  foot  all  those  principles,  by  imitating  his  bar- 
barous example?  What!  the  English  who  reproached 
him  with  such  force  and  justice,  with  spreading  pil- 
lage and  conflagration  wherever  he  went,  with  ruin- 
ing and  destroying  the  towns  that  submitted  to  Ins 
armies-,  n >w  make  themselves  masters  of  Washing 
ton,  plunder  and  lav  it  waste,  blow  up  all  its  public 
establishments  and  public  edifices,  and  carry  off  in 
their  ships  all  that  they  do  not  choose  to  destroy  by 
fire  and  sword — it  is  not  an  absolute  foreign  city,  and 
to  which  tie,  none  of  those  ancient  relations  which 
doubly  claim  the  rights  of  humanity,  might  have  to 
ensure  a less  severe  fate,  that  they  have  thus  treated 
it;  it  is  a city,  which  may  be  called  English,  which 
speaks  the  same  language,  which  has  the  same  man- 
ners, and  is  composed  of  inhabitants  whose  fathers 
were  English. 

I i the  last  war,  which  has  divided  England  from 
tfce  United  States,  our  wishes  and  our  feeling  have 
been  constantly  m favor  of  the  English  arms.  The 
English  comb  tied  the  general  enemy  of  Europe — 
the  enemy  of  France  in  particular.  The  American 
government  seemed  to  have  espoused  the  odious 
cause  of  our  tyrant — it  thwarted  the  ac;ive  war 
made  upon  him,  by  declaring  itself  against  England, 
whom  we  considered  as  the  soul  of  the  coalesced 
powers,  and  whom  we  heartily  wished  to  see  per- 
forming a part  at  once  so  brilliant  and  so  honorable. 
W , moreover,  beheld  in  Madison  and  his  party,  ad- 
herents to.  those  democratic  principles,  which 
brought  upon  us  such  calamities;  we  wished,  there- 
fore, that  his  party  might  fall.  I)ut  how  much  was 
it  to  be  wished,  that  hostilities  had  ceased  in  A- 
merica,  as  in  Europe,  on  the  fall  of  him  who  had 
given  the  signal  for. litem  in  all  parts  of  the  world? 
Wiiv,  a!  least,  has  not  war  itself  experienced  the 
good  effect  of  that?— Why  is  it  conducted  in  the 
manner  of  pirates  who  land  upon  a coast  to  ravage  it, 
and  then  precipitately  embark  again,  not  feeling 
themselves  sufficiently  strong  to  occupy  it  and 
maintain  their  position?  Was  it  not,  in  this  manner 
that  the  English  landed,  to  the  number  of  five  thou- 
sand., as  it  is  said,  at  Washington,  and  then  fled,  af- 
ter having  ruined,  and  as  it  were,  swept  from  the 
face  of  tlie. earth  one  of  the  finest  capitals  in  the 
world,  which  most,  forcibly  struck  by  its  magnifi- 
cence and  its  establishments  one  of  the  most  ceie- 
br V -d  travellers  of  the  present  day,  M.  de  Hum 
boi  it?  Is  it  thus  that  the  hero  whom  they  hold  forth 
with  just  pride  to  the  admiration  of  Europe,  made 
war  in  Portugal,  in  Spain,  in  France! 

The  English  have  often  preached  up  excellent 
principles  of  morals  and  humanity,  they  have  often 
justly  reproached  t, heir  enemies  with  violating  those 
principles;  but  rlet  them  beware — their  edifying 
sermons  and  their  severe  reproaches  will  lose  much 
of  their  force,  if  they  themselves  commit  those  ex 
cesses  of  which  they  accuse  others.  Their  etiemi  s 
assert,  that  it  is  rather  their  own  interest  than  that 
of  fyuinanity,  which  in  general  governs  their  mora- 
lity ind  their  conduct;  that  at  this  moment,  for  in- 
stance, when  they  are  so  zealously  pleading  the 
c.mse  of  the  negroes,  it  is  less  but  of  love  for  the 
Africans  than  from  jealousy  of  the  French  colonies; 
avc,  jhu.es  i,  believe  no  such  thing;  but  we  must  con- 
fess that  frequent  ex  i-mpies,  such  as  that  wh  ich  they 
here  just  exhibited  at  Washington,  would  grevious- 
!y  embarrass  their  friend’s. 

From  the  I Aver  pool  .Mercury. — “There  are  few  of 

• ouj*  readers  but  who  will  form  their  own  comments 

• m the  capture  an  l destruction  of  th#seat  of  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  of  America ; and  to 
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their  own  comments  we  shall  therefore,  on  this  par- 
ticular occasion,  le  ve  them.  We  love  the  true  glo- 
ry, the  true  honor  of  our  country;  and  therefore, 
while  we  applaud  the  spirit  and  intrepidity  of  our 
seamen  and  soldiers,  who  were  the  brave  instru- 
ments of  this  successful  enterprize,  we  shall  add* 
nothing  at  present  to  the  sentiments  which  we  have 
frequently  and  recently  expressed,  on  tlie  justice 
and  policy  of  such  warfare.  We  will  content  our- 
s dves  with  asking  the  most  earnest  friends  of  the 
conjlagratory  system,  whut  purpose  will  be  served  by 
the  flames  of  the  senate  house  at  Washington  ? If 
the  people  of  the  United  States  retain  any  portion  of 
that  spirit  with  which  they  successfully  contended  for 
their  independence , the  effects  of  those  fames  wil  not 
easily  be  extinguished 

The  J.ondon  Statesman  says  “It  is  not  by  flying 
squadrons,  burning  wooden  houses,  tobacco  sheds, 
and  attacking  defenceless  towns,  we  can  terminate 
the  war  or  conquer  America  ; we  tried  Virginia  x- 
peditions  under  general  Auxold  and  others,  the 
last  American  war,  when  they  were  poor,  and  not 
one  third  their  present  population  ; but  all  would 
not  do,  nor  is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  it  can  have  a 
better  effect  now.  The  present  war,  if  continued, 
will  be  ruinous  to  our  commerce,  our  seamen  will 
emigrate,  and  our  navy  be  let)  without  men;  and 
our  declaring  their  coast,  2000  miles  in  extent,  in 
a stale  of  blockade,  is  as  ridiculous  as  N poleon’s 
paper  declaration  was  when  he  issued  it  against 
Great  Britain  and  dependencies.  In  a climate  so 
boisterous,  ask  any  seaman  who  is  acquainted  with 
the  coast  of  America,  if  he  can  keep  his  station  for 
one  day  on  it  from  September  to  May,  a period  of 
a1  least  seven  months  our  of  twelve,  how  then  can 
such  a coast  be  blockaded  ?” 

The  capture  of  Washington  was  received  in  Lon- 
don with  great  exultation  and  joy,  the  park  ^nd 
tower  guns  were  fired  for  three  days  successively, 
at  12  o’clock  at  noon. 

A gentle  rebuke. — We  learn  by  a late  London  paper, 
(says  a writer  in  the  New  York  Meicantile  Adver- 
tiser) that  the  representative  of  the  fast  anchored 
Isle,  the  great  lord  Wellington,  elated  at  the  irrup- 
tion of  the  Goths  an  1 Vandals  into  the  District  of 
Columbia,  laying  waste  the  monument  of  the  arts 
erected  by  a grateful  people  to  commemorate  the 
name  of  the  great  and  good  Washington,  and  in 
which  was  deposited  the  national  library,  invited 
the  choice  spirits  of  the  city  of  Paris  (among  whom 
were  all  the  foreign  ministers)  to  banquet  on  this 
ignoble  deed  : but,  alas  ! not  one  of  the  latter  ho- 
nored him  with  their  presence.  This  admonition 
speaks  more  than  volumes  to  the  modern  Vandals. 
Extract  of a letter  from  Washington  to  a gentleman  in  Philadelphia. 

‘The  beautiful  hall  of  tlie  house  of  representatives 
i ; mined  past  repair",  and  what  remains  no  doubt 
must  be  pulled  down  ; for  it  seems  that  the  free- 
stone, of  which  it  is  constructed,  flies  to  pieces  in 
the  fire.  The  large  pillars  that  surrounded  the  hull 
have  dwindled  into  slender  posts.  The  figures  and 
leaf  work,  which  were  carved  upon  them,  have 
crumbled  into  dust — and  it  appears  dangerous  to 
w dk  among  their  gigantic  remains. 

“In  the  north  wing 'the  fire  has  been  equally  de- 
structive. The  beautiful  polished  marble  columns 
of  the  senate  chamber  are  burnt  to  lime — but  in 
botii  wings  enough  remains  to  excite  admiration  of 
the  talents  and  genius  of  the  architect,  the  whole 
of  whose  labors  for  many  years  have  been  in  one  day 
dest  royed.” 

To  the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer. — The 
city  of  Rhodes  was  once  saved  by  a picture  ; when 
tiiatcity  was  besieged  by  Demetrius,  king  of  Ma- 
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©e#lon,  lie  being  able  to  attack  it  only  on  that  « de 
where  Protogenes  was  painting.  Mis  first  intention 
was  to  burn  the  city ; lie  ch<>»e  rather  to  abandon  his 
design  than  to  destroy  so  fine  a picture — this  was 
long  before  the  birtn  of  our  Saviour.  Those  people 
were  called  heathens,  and  were  unacquainted  with 
the  covenant  of  grace.  What  think  you  of  a nation 
wiio  styles  itself  the  bulwark  of  the  Christian  reli- 
gion, and  wantonly  destroys  the  mansion-house  once 
occupied  by  our  late  venerable  Washington  ? — A.  B. 


The  Attack  on  Washington, 

London  Gazette  Extraordinary. 

Colonial  department,  Downing-street, 
S-.-ptiintu.-r  7,  181 

Captain  Smith,  assistant  adjutant-general  to  the 
troops  under  the  command  of  general  Ross,  arrived 
this  morning  with  a despatch  from  that,  officer,  ad- 
dressed to  earl  Bathurst,  one  of  his  majesty’s  prin- 
cipal Secretaries  of  state,  of  which  the  following 
is  a copy  : 

Tonant,  in  the  Patuxent,  August  30,  1314. 

my  lord — I have  the  honor  to  communicate  to 
your  lor  lship,  that  on  the  night  of  the  24th  instant, 
after  defeating  the  army  of  the  United  States  on 
that  day,  the  troops  under  my  command  entered 
and  took  possession  of  the  city  of  Washington. 

It  was  determined  between  sir  A.  Cochrane  and 
myself,  to  disembark  the  army  at  the  village  of 
Benedict,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Patuxent,  with 
the  intention  of  co-operating  with  rear-admiral 
Cockburn,  in  an  attack  upon  a flotilla  of  the  enemy’s 
gun-boats  under  the  command  of  commodore  Bar- 
ney. On  the  20th  instant,  the  army  commenced  its 
march,  having  landed  the  previous  day  without  op- 
position : on  the  21st,  it  reached  Nottingham,  and 
on  the  221  moved  on  to  Upper  Marlborough,  a few 
miles  distant  from  Pig  Point  on  the  PUuxent,  where 
admiral  Cockburn  fell  in  with  and  defeated  ihe  flo- 
till  i,  taking  and  destroying  the  whole.  Having 
advanced  to  within  sixteen  miles  of  Washington, 
and  ascertaining  the  force  of  the  enemy  to  be  such 
as  might  authorise  an  attempt  at  carrying  his  capi- 
tal, I determined  to  make  it,  and  accordingly  put 
til*  troops  in  movement  on  the  evening  of  the  23d. 
A corps  of  about  1300  men  appeared  to  oppose  us, 
but  retired  after  firing  a few  shots.  On  the  24  h, 
the  troops  resumed  their  march,  and  readied  Bla- 
densburg,  a village  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
eastern  branch  of  the  Potomac,  about  five  miles 
from  Washington. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  that  river,  the  enemy  was 
discovered  strongly  posted  on  very  commanding 
heights,  formed  in  two  lines,  his  a Ivance  occupying 
a fortified  house,  which,  with  artillery,  covered  the 
bridge  over  the  eastern  branch,  across  which  the 
British  troops  had  to  pass*,  A broad  and  straight 
road  leading  from  the  bridge  to  Washington,  ran 
through  llie  enemy’s  position,  which  was  carefully 
defended  by  art  illery  and  riflemen. 

The  disposition  for  an  attack  being  made,  it  was 
commenced  with  so  much  impetuosity  by  the  light 
brigade,  consisting  of  the  85th  light  infantry  and  the 
light  infantry  companies  of  the  army,  under  the  com- 
mand of  colonel  Thornton,  that  tiie  fortified  house 
w s shortly  carried,  the  enemy  retiring  to  the  high- 
er grounds. 

In  support  of  the  light  brigade,  I ordered  up  a 
brigade  under  the  command  of  colonel  Brooke,  who, 
with  44th  regiment,  attacked  the  enemy’s  left,  the 
4th  regiment  pressing  his  right  with  such  effect  as  to 
cause  him  to  aban  Ion  his  guns.  His  first  line  giving 
way,  was  driven  on  the  second,  which,  yielding  to 
the  irresistable  attack  of  the  b-yocet,  m l die  well 
directed  discharge  of  rockets,  got  into  confusion  and 


flc-i,  leiving  the  British  masters  of  the  field.  The 
rapid  flight  of  the  enemy,  and  his  knowledge  of  the 
country,  precluded  the  possibility  of  many  prisoners 
being  tak  m,  more  particularly  as  the  troops  hud  du- 
ring the  day,  undergone  considerable  fatigue. 

The  enemy’s  army,  amounting  to  eight  or  nine 
thousand  men,  wiih  three  or  four  hundred  cavalry, 
w is  under  the  command  of  gen.  Winder,  b>  ing 
firmed  of  troops  drawn  from  Baltimore  ami  Penn- 
sylvania. Mis  artillery,  ten  pieces  o*f  which  fell 
into  our  hands,  was  commanded  by  com.  H nicy , 
who  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  The  artille- 
ry I directed  to  be  destroyed. 

Having  h lted  the  army  fora  short  time,  1 deter- 
mined to  march  upon  Washington,  and  reached  that 
city  at  8 o’clock  that  night.  Judging  it  of  conse- 
quence to  complete  the  destruction  of  the  public 
buildings  with  the  least  possible  delay,  so  that  he 
army  might  retire  with-  u loss  of  time,  t!i;  following 
buildings  were  set  fire  to  ami  consume.’ — the  c.  pi- 
t ) 1,  including  the  senate  house  and  house  of  re- 
pre-entatives;  the  arsenal,  the  dock-yard,  treasury, 
war  office,  president’s  palace,  rope-walk,  and  the 
great  brige  across  the  Polom  *c:  in  the  dock-yard,  a 
friga-e  nearly  ready  to  be  launched,  and  sloop  of  w..r, 
were  consumed.  The  two  bridges  leading  to  Wash- 
ington over  the  Eastern  Brand,  had  been  destroyed 
b the  enemy,  who  apprehended  an  -attack  from  that 
quarter.  The  object  of  the  expedition  having  been 
accomplished,  I determined,  before  any  greater 
force  of  the  enemy  could  be  assembled,  to  withdraw 
the  troops,  and  accordingly  commenced  retiring  cm 
the  night  of  the  25th.  On  the  evening  of  the  29th 
we  reached  Benedict,  and  re-embarked  the  following 
day.  In  the  performance  of  the  operation  1 have  de- 
tailed, it  is  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  T observe  to 
vour  lordship,  that  cheerfulness  in  undergoing  fa- 
tigue and  anxiety  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  ob- 
ject were  conspicuous  in  all  ranks. 

To  sir  Alexander  Cochrane  my  thanks  are  due,  for 
his  ready  compliance  with  every  wish  connected  * 
with  tiie  welfare  of  the  troops,  and  the  success  of 
tiie  expedition. 

To  rear  admiral  Cockburn,  who  suggested  the 
attack  upon  Washington,  and  who  accompanied  ihe 
army,  l confess  the  greatest  obligation  for  his  cordi- 
al co-operation  and  advice. 

Col.  Tnornton,  who  led  the  attack,  is  entitled  to 
every  praise  for  the  noble  example  he  set,  which 
was  so  well  followed  by  lieutenant  colonel  Wood 
and  the  85th  light  infuitry,  and  by  nmj.  Jones,  of 
the  4 li  foot,  with  the  light  companies  attached  to 
the  light  brigade.  1 have  to  express  may  approba- 
tion of  the  spirited  conduct  of  col.  Brooke,  and  of 
Ills  brigade,  the  44th  regiment,  which  lie  led,  dis- 
tinguished itself  under  the  command  of  lieut.  col. 
Mullens;  the  gallantry  of  the  4th  foot,  under  the 
jommand  of  major  Faunce,  being  equally  conspi- 
cuous. 

'The  exertions  of  captain  Mitchell,  of  the  nival 
artillery,  in  bringing  the  guns  into  action,  were  un- 
remitting: to  him,  and  to  the  detachment  tinder  his 
command,  including  capt.  Deacon’s  rocket  brigade, 
and  tiie  marine  rocket  corps,  I feel  every  obligation. 
C apt.  Eempriere,  of  the  royal  artillery,  mounted 
t small  detachment  of  the  artillery  drivers,  which 
proved  of  great  utility. 

'•'he  assistance  afforded  by  captain  Blanchard,  of 
the  royal  engineers,  in  the  dutie^of  his  department 
was  of  great  advantage.  To  the  zealous  exertions 
>f  captains  Waiuwright,  Palmer,  and  Money,  of  the 
i-oval  navy,  and  to  those  of  the  officers  and  seamen 
vho  landed  with  them,  the  service  is  highly  indebt- 
ed; the  latter,  capt.  Money,  had  charge  of  the  sea- 
men attached  to  the  marine  artillery. — To  captain 
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M’Dougal,  of  the  85th  foot,  who  acted,  us  my  aid-de- 
camp,  captain  Fills,  and  to  the  officers  of  ray  staff', 
I feel  much  indebted. 

I must  beg  leave  to  call  your  lordship’s  attention 
to  the  zeal  and  indefatigable  exertions  of  lieutenant 
Evans,  acting  deputy  quarter-master-general.  The 
intelligence  displayed  by  that  officer  in  circum- 
sVmces  of  considerable  difficulty,  induces  me  to  hope 
he  will  meet  with  some  distinguished  mark  of  ap- 
probation. 1 have  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  tiie 
arrangements  of  assistant-commis.  gen.  Lawrence. 

An  attack  upon  an  enemy  so  strongly  posted,could 
not  be  effected  without  loss.  I have  to  lament  that 
the  wounds  received  by  col.  Thornton,  and  the  other 
officers  and  soldiers  left  at  Bladensburg,  were  such 
as  prevented  their  removal.  As  many  of  the  wound- 
ed as  could  be  brought  off  were  removed,  the  others 
being  left  with  medical  care  and  attendants.  The 
arrangements  made  by  the  staff  surgeon  Baxter  for 
their  accommodation  have  been  as  satisfactory  as 
circumstances  would  admit  of.  The  agent  for  Bri- 
tish prisoners  of  war,  very  fortunately  residing  at 
Bladensburg,  1 have  recommended  the  wounded 
officers  and  men  to  Iris  particular  attention,  and  trust 
to  his  being  able  to  effect  their  exchange  when  suf- 
ficiently recovered. 

Captain  Smith,  assistant-adjutant-general  to  the 
troops,  who  will  have  the  honor  to  deliver  this  des- 
patch I beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  lordship’s 
protection,  as  an  officer  of  much  merit  and  great 
promise,  and  capable  of  affording  any  further  in, 
formation  that  may  be  requisite. 

Sanguine  in  hoping  for  the  approbation  of  his 
royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  and  of  his  majes- 
ty’s government,  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  troops  un- 
der mv  command,  I have.  See. 

(Signed)  ROB.  ROSS,  maj.  gen* 

I beg  leave  to  enclose  herewith  a return  of  the 
killed,  wounded  and  missing  in  the  action  of  the 
24th  iast.  together  with  a statement  of  the  ordnance, 
ammunition,  and-  ordnance  stores  taken  from  the 
enemy  between  the  19th  and  25th  August,  and  like- 
wise sketches  of  the  scene  of  action  and  of  the  line 
march. 

lie  turn  of  killed , ■ wounded , and  missing  of  the  troops 
under  the  command  of  major  general  Iiosst  in  the 
action  with  the  enemy  t on  the  24th  August  1814,  on 
the  heights  above  Bladensburg. 

Washington,  August  25,  1814. 
General  Staff— 4 horses  killed. 

Hoy  a l Artillery — 4 horses  killed : 6 rank  and  file, 
3 horses,  wounded. 

Royal  Marine  Artillery — 1 rank  apd  file  killed  ; 1 
serjeant  wounded. 

Royal  Sappers  and  Miners — 1 serjeant,  1 rank  and 
tile,  killed 

4th  Regiment — 1 lieutenant,  2 serjeants,  21  rank  and 
file,  1 horse  killed ; 5 lieutenants,  2 ensigns,  6 ser- 
jeants, 50  rank  and  fiiej  wounded. 

21st Regiment — 2 rank  aiid file, killed;  1 captain,  1 
lieutenant,  11  rank  and1  file,  wounded. 

14th  Regiment — 1 serjeant,  13  rank  and  file,  killed; 

35  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

2d  battalion  Royal  Marines — 5 rank  and  file,  killed. 
35th  Light  Infantry — 1 captain,  1 lieutenant,  1 ser- 
jeant, 12  rank  and  file,  1 horse,  killed;  2 lieute- 
nant-colonels, 1 major,  8 lieutenants,  2 serjeants, 
51  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Colonial  Company — 1 rank  and  file,  killed  ; 2 rank 
and  file,  wounded. 

6th  West  India  Regiment— 1 serjeant,  wounded. 
Total—r — 1 captain,  2 lieutenants,  5 serjeants,  56 
rank  and  file,  10  horses,  killed  ; 2 lieutenant-coio- 
yelsjl  m -jar,  1 captain,  14  lieutenants,  2 ensigns, 
10  serjeants,  155  rank  and  file,  8 horses,  woupekd. 


Names  of  officers  killed  and  wounded. 

KILLED. 

95th  Light  Infantry — captain  D.  S.  Hamilton,  lieu- 
tenant G.  P.  R.*Codd. 

4th  or  Kings  own — lieutenant  Thomas  Woodward. 

WOUNDED. 

85th  Light  Infantry — colonel  William  Thornton,  se- 
verely (left  at  Bladensburg)  ; lieutenant-colonel 
Wm.  Wood,  severely  (left  at  Bladensburg)  ; ma- 
jor George  Brown,  severely  (left,  at  Bladensburg). 
21st  Rusileers — captain  11.  Remsie,  severely  (not 
dangerously). 

4th  Regiment— lieutenant E.  P.  Hopkins,  severely; 
lieutenant  J.  K.  Mackenzie,  slightly;  lieutenant 
J.  Stavely,  severely  (left  at  Bladensburg)  ; lieu- 
tenant P.  Boulby,  and  lieutenant F.  Field  slightly. 
21st  Fusileers — lieutenant  J.  Grace,  slightly. 

85th  Regiment — lieutenant  William  Williams,  and 
lieqlenant  J.  Barrel,  severely ; lieutenant  F.  Maun- 
sell,  slightly,  lieutenant  G.  P.  G.  O’Connor,  and 
lieutenant  F.  Gascoyne,  severely ; lieutenant  G.  IL 

Gleig,  slightly;  lieut. Crouchly,  severely. 

4th  Regiment— rensign  J.  Buchanan,  severely  (left 
at  Bladensburg)  ; ensign  Wra.  Reddock,  severely. 
(Signed)  H.  G.  SMITH,  D.  A.  A.  G. 

Return  of  ordnance,  ammunition  and  ordnance  stores 
taken  from  the  enemy  by  the  army  under  the  com- 
mand of  major-general  Robert  Ross,  between  the 
19th  and  25th  of  August,  1814. 

AUGUST  19. 

1 twenty-four-pounder  carronade. 

AUGUST  22. 

1 six-pounder  field  gun,  with  carriage  complete, 

156  stand  of  arms  with  cartouches,  &c. 

AUGUST  24,  AT  BLADENSBURG. 

2 eighteen  pounders,  5 twelve-pounders,  3 six-pouc^ 
ders,  with  field  carriages. 

A quantity  of  ammunition  for  the  above. 

220  stand  of  arms. 

AUGUST  25,  AT  WASHINGTON. 

Bn  ass. — 6 eighteen-pounders,  mounted  on  traversing 
platforms;,  5 twelvevpounders, 4 twelve-pounders, 

1 five  and  half-inch  howitzer,  1 five  and  half-inch 
mortar. 

Inox. — 26  thirty-two-pounders,  36  twenty-four-poun-r 
ders,  36  eighteen-pounders,  27  twelve-pounders  ; 

2 eighteen-pounders,  mounted  on  platforms 19 
twelve-pounders,  on  ship  carriages : 3 thirteen- 
inch  mortars,  2 eight-inch  howitzers,  1 forty-two 
pounder  gun,  5 thirty-two  pounder  carronades,  5 
5 eighteen-pounder  carronades,  13  twelve-pound- 
er guns,  2 nine  pounder  gups,  2 six-pounder  guns. 

Total  amount  of  cannon  taken — 206. 

500  barrels  of  powder. 

100,000  rounds  of  musket-ball  cartridge. 

40  barrels  of  fine  grained  powder. 

A large  quantity  of  ammunition  of  different  natures 
made  up. 

The  Navy-Yard  and  Arsenal  having  been  set  on 
fire  by  the  enemy  before  they  retired,  an  immense 
quantity  of  stores  of  every  description  was  destroy- 
ed, of  which  no  account  could  be  taken ; seven  or 
eight  veryheavy  explosions  during  the  night  denot- 
ed that  there  had  been  large  magazines  of  powder. 
(Signed)  F.  G.  J.  WILLIAMS,  lieutenant 

Royal  Artillery,  A.  Q.  M. 

J.  MITCHELL,  captain  com- 
manding artillery. 

N.  B.  The  remains  of  near  20,000  stand  of  arms 
were  discovered,  which  had  been  destroyed  by  the 
enemy. 

[When  the  naval  letters  on  this  subject  are  insert- 
ed, we  shall  follow  them  by  com.  Barney's  correc- 
tions, and  notice  a few  other  errors  these  despatch^ 
contain — -just  to  shew — C( British  veracity."’] 
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A tjt.  and  In  tpector  General's  Office , Dec.  9,  1814. 

General  Order.— The  siTvant  or  servants  of  an  officer  of  the 
general  staff,  or  of  an  officer  not  on  duty  with  his  corps,  may  be 
mustered  by  any  mustering  officer  of  the  army  to  whom  such 
officer  may  apply  for  that  purpose;  and  the  certificate  of  an 
officer  that  has  actually  kept  and  employed  such  servant  or  ser- 
vants, shall  entitle  him  to  have  the  muster  made  and  certified 
accordingly.  By  order  of  the  secretary  of  war. 

D.  PARXClt,  Aij.  and  Inspec.  Gen. 

Adjt.  and  Inspector  General's  Office.  Dec.  1,  1314. 

General  Order.— The  following  will  govern  the  allowance  of 
quarters  and  of  fuel  to  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  mu- 
sicians and  privates  of  the  army,  when  in  garrison  or  cantonment, 
in  lieu  of  the  regulations  heretofore  adopt'  d for  that  purpose,  viz: 


QUARTERS. 


•o  3» 

f?|g! 


*8 

c g. 

cords. 

1 


cords 

6 


To  a major-general,  3 rooms  and  a kitchen, 

To  a brigadier-general,  commissary  general  of  ord- 
nance, physician  and  surgeon-general,  each  two 
rooms  and  a kitchen. 

To  every  other  officer  having  the  rani;  of  field  offi- 
cer one  room  and  a kitchen, 

To  each  brigade-major,  deputy  pay-master  general, 
district  or  assistant  district  paymaster,  captain, 
judge  advocate,  chaplain,  hospital  surgeon,  regi- 
mental surgeon,  and  to  two  hospital  surgeon’s 
mates  or  two  regimental  surgeon’s  mates  one 
room,  1-2  l 1-2 

To  the  senior  officer  at  a post  and  to  the  principal 
officer  of  each  branch  of  the  staff  one  room  as  an 
office, 

For  all  other  commissioned  officers,  one  room  to  two 
officers 

To  each  mess  of  six  or  more  officers,  one  room  as  a 
kitchen, 

At  posts  where  there  are  no  less  than  six  officers, 
fuel  for  a kitchen  shall  lie  allowed- 

*For  every  six  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians 
or  privates, 

By  order  of  the  secretary  of  war, 

D.  PARKER,  Adj.  and  Inspec.  Gen. 

Return  of  the  whole  number  of  recruits  enlisted  agreeably  to  the 
act  of  congress,  passed  27th  January,  1814,  for  the  several  corps 
and  regiments  in  the  army  of  the  United  States;  for  each  mouth 
li-om  February  to  September  inclusive,  according  to  the  returns 
received  at  this  office. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  office, 

Washington  City,  Nov.  2d,  1814. 
JOHN  It.  BEI.L,  Inspector  General 


■Dedham,  Mass. 

843 

Hartford,  Con. 

432 

Carlisle,  Penn. 

174 

Burlington,  Vt. 

292 

I)o. 

.345 

New-York  city 

548 

New- Brunswick,  N.  J. 

91 

Olympian  Springs,  Ken* 

152 

Natchez 

46 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

523 

Louisville,  Geo. 

51 

Burlington,  Vt. 

364 

Concord,  N.  H. 

158 

Woodstock,  Vt. 

328 

Harrisbargh,  Penn. 

215 

Do. 

42 

Reading,  Penn. 

170 

Saco,  Me. 

343 

Hopkinsville,  K*n. 

133 

Portland,  Me. 

560 

Fort  Hawkins,  Geo. 

210 

Petersburg,  Va. 

565 

Boston  and  Pittsfield,  Mas. 

215 

Georgetown,  D.  C.  Rich- 7 

28Q 

Wilkesbarre,  N.  C. 

230 

mond,  Va.  5 

Bennington  & Rutland,  Vt. 

181 

New-London,  Con. 

579 

Staunton,  Va. 

159 

Craney  Island  and  Baltimore  69* 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

329 

Knoxville,  Ten. 

190 

Baltimore,  Md. 

180 

New- York  city 

223 

Trenton,  N.  J. 

214 

N.  York  and  N.  Castle,  Del. 

230 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

292 

Raleigh,  N.  C. 

103 

Le*ington,K.&  Chilicothe,  0. 316 

New-Orleans 

274 

Columbia,  S.  C. 

200 

Bath,  Me. 

844 

Zanesville,  O. 

3i6 

Nctv-York  city 

110 

Frederieksbiug,  Va. 

170 

Chilicothe,  O.  Nashville,  T. 

187 

Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

213 

Virginia  and  the  Caroliuas 

570 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

229 

Pennsylvania 

219 

Utiea,  N.  Y. 

287 

■ ; 

Nashville  & Knoxville,  Ten. 

217 

13,898 

legislature  ; anti  it  is  stated  that  the  heroic  and  pa 
triot  commodore  Macdonough,  on  the  day  he  par- 
took of  the  public  dinner  at  Burlington,  was  arrest- 
ed and  compelled  to  pay  several  thousand  dollars  at 
the  suit  of  the  wretch  from  whom  he  seized  the 
masts  and  spars  on  their  wav  to  the  enemy’s  fleet — 
an  act  for  which,  in  any  other  country,  the  gallant 
commodore  would  have  been  rewarded,  and  the  trai- 
torous villain  hanged. 

Militia  of  New- Jersey,  1814,— The  follow  ing  state- 
ment will  show  the  strength  of  the  diffi  rent  coips 
of  militia  of  this  state,  and  the  amount  of  the 
whole,  agreeably  to  the  returns  of  the  several  bri- 
gade inspectors  : 
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Burlington, 

113 

94 

’3,19o 

3,400 

Gloucester, 

45 

159 

2,90U 

3,164 

Cumberland) 

1 

152 

2,04b 

2,2ul 

Salem, 

60 

72 

1,752 

1,884 

Cape  May, 

47 

519 

566 

Bergen, 

142 

26 

2,034 

2,302 

Essex, 

269 

200 

375 

3,821 

4,666 

Morris, 

252 

62 

54 

2,706 

3,074 

Middlesex, 

233 

149 

67 

2,490 

£,944 

Monmouth, 

146 

38 

113 

2,781 

3,078 

Somerset, 

243 

65 

118 

1,658 

2,031 

Hunterdon, 

234 

53 

108 

3,425 

3,821 

Sussex, 

164 

300 

3,926 

4,390 

1,906 

1,117 

1,136 

30)0 1 o 

37,474 

A winter  campaign  is  apprehended,  (says  the  N. 
Y.  Columbian)  from  the  preparations  reported  from 
the  enemy  in  Canada ; and  the  supplies  and  mate- 
rials for  invasion  are  supposed  to  be  obtained  from 
the  states,  principally  Vermont,  where  it  is  said  too 
much  facility  is  given  by  the  legal  measures  adopted 
to  discourage  and  prevent  the  detection  and  preven- 
tion of  smuggling  and  traitorous  intercourse.  A 
new  habeas  corpus  regulation  lias  been  enacted  by  the 


'Fhe  commander  in  chief,  suite  and  staff  amount 
to  16,  and  the  division  and  brigade  general  and  staff 
officers  to  72,  making  the  total  strength  of  the  mi- 
litia of  this  state,  37,562. 

New  Orleans.  Fhe.  fate  of  the  much-talked 
of  British  expedition  to  New  Orleans  is  probably 
decided  before  this  time,  from  the  facts  stated  be- 
low. As  general  Jackson  must  have  been  perfectly 
aware  of  this  expected  movement  of  the  enemy,  we 
trust  he  was  fully  prepared  for  it,  and  we  look  for 
the  result  with  confidence  and  hope.  Perhaps,  and 
from  the  nature  of  the  country  and  its  waters  wc 
think  it  very  possible,  that  New  Orleans  is  destined 
to  the  same  celebrity  as  Saratoga  and  York  town. — 
The  commanding  general  will  find  a great  co-ope- 
rating power  in  our  gallant  naval  officers  on  that 
station,  who  are  Porter's  pupils — capable  of  attempt- 
ing any  thing  that  any  men  have  ever  performed. 
Extract  of  a letter  from  major  general  M Jnlosh  to 
governor  Early , dated  Camp  Hope,  December  12. 

“ M j.  D de,  arrived  at  col.  Hawkins’  last  evening, 
brings  the  following  intelligence  : — fifty  or  sixty  Bri- 
tish vessels  had  arrived  at  the  llalize  (mouth  of  tlie 
M ississippi.)  Gen.  Jackson  had.  marched  for  New 

Orleans.  Tfce  infantry  from  all  quarters  of  his  dis- 
trict were  marching  in  the  same  direction. 

“Maj.  Blue  of  the  39th,  with  about  15  or  1600 
mounted  men,  Choctaws,  Chicasaws  and  Creeks, 
were  to  march  on  the  first  inst.  for  Alpalachicola,  in 
pursuit  of  the  Red  Sticks  and  their  allies.  Lieut. 
-HI; Carey  of  the  U.  S.  army,  and  his  associates,  3 men 
and  a woman  and  child,  passing  on  westwardly  are 
missing.  They  left  fort  Jackson  by  water.  The 
woman  and  child  have  since  been  massacred  in  the 
streets  of  Pensacola,  having  only  time  to  state  that 
she  was  of  this  party  and  that  the  men  were  killed. 

The  Floridas.  It  is  said  that  the  British  have 
negociated  an  exchange  of  Trinidad  for  the  Fiori- 
d;.s,  with  Spain.  As  Canada  has  been  acknowledged 
t be  held  as  a “rod  over  the  back”  of  the  “rebel  co- 
loiv.esj”  we  may  suppose  that  by  this  transfer  odf 
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enemy  intends  to  hold  two  "‘rods”  over  us,  that  she  have  a resolution  before  them  to  raise  five  regiment* 
may  occasional!',  give  our  frontier  people  one  of  I of  infantry,  one  battalion  of  flying  artillery,  ami 
the ; pious  Sair?  Johnson's  “whippings,”  such  as  “roast-  one  of  riflemen,  to  serve  during  t he  war,  to  assist  in 
mg'  them  alive,”  &c.  as  that  “religion*” /Ab/g-,  thought  [the  defence  of  that  state,  and  of  the  states  of  New  1 
we  ought  to  have  received  for  our  -‘rebellion.”  [Jersey,  Delaware  and  Maryland. 

Maine.  It  appears  from  statements  which  have  j Chambers’  repeating  oln.  In  the  house  of  repre 
readied  us  in  the  Boston  papers,  that  government ! sentatives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  committee  appoint- 
ed determined  10  attempt  the  expulsion  of  thejed  to  enquire  into  the  nature  and  advantages  of 
enemy  from  the  district  of  JMaine.  It  seems,  ho  we* ! Chambers'  repeating  guns  and  the  expediency  of 
ver,  that  the  design  lias  been  abandoned  from  the  [employing  them  in  the  service  of  this  state  : 
refusal  of  the  governor  oi  Massachusetts  to  assist  report: 

m rescuing  a part  of  his  own  stale  fiom  the  hands  cfj  That  in  order  fully  to  investigate  the  subject  re- 
a foreign  enemy.  The  historian  who  records  this ; ferred  to  them,  they  have  had  much  personal  inter- 
must  support  the  fact  by  many  vouchers,  or  even  | course  with  the  inventor,  have  carefully  examined 
the  people  of  .Isia,  who  meekly  pass  from  one  con- 1 and  tried  the  guns  themselves  and  have  obtained  the 
queror  to  another,  will  not  believe  him.  The  ene-;  testimony  of  distinguished  officers  both  of  the  army 
my’s  force  at  Castine  is  estimated  at  about  13  or  1400  ; and  navy,  in  favor  of  their  efficacy.  The  committee 
men.  ! anstain  for  obvious  reasons,  from  any  public  explana- 

Manufactures.  We  are  gratified  beyond  ex- pres-  jtion  of  the  construction  of  these  arms — the  result, 
si  on  vo  observe  the  progress  made  to  independence,  j however,  of  their  enquiry  is  a decided  conviction 
through  domestic  manufactures.  They  are  instantly  I that  the  invention  is  of  the  highest  importance,  not 
rising  to  the  demand  of  the  country.  Every  turn  i merely  from  its  destructive  powers  but  as  occasion- 
t iut  the  spindle  goes  round  we  lop  off  a little  from  J ng  u great  saving  both  of  men  and  money  and  that 
the  immense  British  influence  tiiat  pervaded  our  Id  is  particularly  entitled  to  the  attention  of  the  le- 
land,  to  the  transformation  of  our  people  into  shapes  l g'.slature  as  the  production  of  a citizen  of  Pennsylva- 
•«nd  forms  that  Gvid  never  thought  of!  May  the  in. a — they  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution  : 
r ghteous  work  prosper,  ai:d  go  on  to  the  fullness  of  Resolved  by  the  the  senate  and  house  of  rep re - 


strength! 

1 think  it  not  only  possible,  but  probable,  that  in 
10  or  15  years,  we  may  raise  more  fine  wool  than  all 
Europe.  It  is  proved,  that  the  Merino  increases  in 
value  on  our  soil,  and  that  they  are  of  better  quality 
her  than  in  far-famed  Spain.  The  fabled  golden 
fleece  is  really  ours  ; in  the  space  allowed  (lu  or  15 
years)  the  United  Suites  will  be  the  grand  market  of 
the  world  for  wool ; and  this  branch  of  agricultural 
pursuits  will  produce  more  than  the  boasted  commerce 
we  had,  if  the  demand  for  it  be  sufficiently  gu-at. 
i believe  we  have  the  only  country,  Spain  excepted, 
where  this  breed  of  sheep  does  not  depreciate, — 
With  the  stock  on  hand,  as  we  have  land  enough, 
we  may  have  in  that  time  10,000,000  Merinoes — say 
they  produce  31bs  of  wool  each,  and  their  annual 
value  will  be  60,000,000  dollars  i This  is  specu- 

lation ; but,  gentle  reader,  not  wilder  than  if  a niam 


scMiiaUves,  l hat  the  governor  or  tins  commonweal lu 
be  and  iie  is  hereby  author  ze  i to  emit  net  wjdi 
J isepii  G.  Chambers  for  the  supply  of  fifty  of  his 
newly  invented  repeating  swivels  of  224  shots 
each  with  ten  carriages  and  a complete  apparatus  of 
moulds,  rods  and  implements  adapted  to  field  ser- 
vice— and  also  to  contract  with  the  said  Joseph  G. 
Chambers  for  the  alteration  of  five  hundred  muskets 
belonging  to  this  state,  in  such  manner  as  to  fit  them 
to  discharge  twelve  shots  eacli — Provided , that  the 
price  of  each  swivel  and  its  apparatus  shall  not  ex- 
ceed 156  dollars — of  eacli  carriage  for  five  swivels 
150  dollars — and  the  alteration  of  each  musket- with 
tne  rod  and  charger  #4.12  1 2 cents  to  be  delivered 
into  the  arsenal  of  this  slate  and  paid  for  on  delivery, 
on  a warrant  drawn  on  the  treasurer. 

[The  property  of  these  guns  is  to  fire  the  number 
of  siiots  stated  in  rapid  succession,  too  fast  to  count. 


ten  years  ago,  should  have  said  that  we  might  have  I but  allowing  opportunity  to  point  the  piece. 1 


our  present  quantity  now — or  that  we  should  drive 
between  a half  a million  and  a million  of  cotton 
spindles  in  the  year  1815.  Nay,  it  is  moderate , com- 
pared with  what  has  happened. 

These  few  remarks,  such  as  I delight  to  indulge 
myself  in,  occurred  on  seeing  it  stated  in  a Pittsfield, 
(M  iss.)  paper,  on  the  15th  inst.that  within  the  week 
past  there  had  been  sent  from  that  place  towards 
Albany,  N-Y.  no  less  than  thirty  bales  of  woolens, 
the  manufacture" of  that.  [Berkshire]  coun*\— and 


Mr.  Clay.  A London  paper  says  that  Mr.  Cl.iv 
(our  minister  at  Giic  -it)  “was  the  man  that  killed 
Tecumseh,  and  that  he  cut  several  razor  strops  out  (f 
his  hack  after  he  was  dead  /” 

This  article  is  fully  up  to  the  comprehension  of 
John  Bull , There  are  millions  of  people  in  England 
who  would  believe  the  Americans  had  tails,  like 
oxen,  if  told  so.  At  the  time  Tecumseh,  the  British 
general  and  murderer,  was  killed — Mr.  Clay  was  pre- 
siding over  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 


other  greater  quantities  had  been  sent  in  the  j United  States,  at  Washington  city, 
same  direction,  by  the  same  person,  within  a little  1 Banks.  A number  of  the  banks  to  the  eastward 


while  before.  These  cloths,  it  adds  much  to  our 
pleasure  tg learn,  were  mostly  manufactured  in  pri- 
vate families-,  the  plan  that,  of  all  others,  we  wish 
may  be  pursued;  as  it  brings  the  whole  labor  of  the 
people  into  active  and  healthful  employment,  and  is 
without  the  many  objections  to  which  large  es- 
tablishments are  liable.  It  is  astonishing  to  be  in- 
i-raedof  the  extent  to  which  this  industry  is„ap- 
. , ed.  Many  of  the  m6st  elegant  belles  that  trip 
ir  streets  are  covered  with  superb  shawls,  and 
herwise  protected  from  the  cold,  by  the  labor  of 
.eir  own  hands— hands  that,  heretofore,  chiefly 
Id  a romance  or  touched  a piano.  Those  house- 
hold manufactures  are  a sort  of  clear  gain  to  our 

1 "mlr-v»  all(i  we  particularly  exult  at  the  progress 
l.tey  make.  ° 

State  troops.  The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania 


have  recently  stopped  payment  in  specie;  and  if 
the  trade  with  “his  majesty  V*  port  of  Castine,  with 
the  usual  smuggling  is  continued,  we  venture  to  say, 
without  pretending  to  a spirit  of  prophecy,  that 
all  the  rest  will  soon  follow  the  example. 

Waggon  trade.  Charleston,  December  17.  A gen- 
tleman who  arrived  here  a few  days  since  from  1 lie 
northward,  stales  that  he  met  about  four  hundred 
waggons  loaded  with  tobacco,  between  New-York 
this  city.  There  were  probably  at  the  same  time  a 
much  larger  number  travelling  the  upper  road,  with 
the  same  articles,  and  for  the  same  markets. 

Hartford  convention.  We  have  nothing  new 
from  this  congregation  oi' lawyers,*  assembled  to  pre- 


* We  believe  that  more  than  twenty  of  the  26  de- 
legates at  Hartford,  are  lawyers. 
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serve  the  quiet  of  the  state,  and  take  care  of  its 
commercial  concerns,  except  that  they  are  said  to 
have  refused  seats  to  two  very  modest  gentlemen 
f tiiat  nobly  came  forward,  of  their  own  free  will  and 
accord,  to  represent  the  state  of  Vermont  ! All 
their  proceedings  are  veiled  in  the  secrecy  of  the 
Illuminati — there  is  a consistency  in  this  that  we  ad- 
mire; and  thev  fulfil  the  scripture,  which  says,  “the 
light  is  shunned  by  those  whose  deeds  are  evil.”  If, 
however,  an  opinion  may  be  formed  from  the  Con- 
necticut Mirror”  a paper  at  all  times  of  the  most, 
violent  cast,  and  published  by  their  secretary , they 
are  either  going  on  “Jehu-like”  with  treason,  or  pd- 
zierl  by  a fear  of  the  consequences  of  it  ; for  the 
“Mirror”  has  a double  portion  of  life  and  spirit; 
which  mav  be  intended  either  to  prepare  the  people 
for  rebellion,  or  spur  or.  the  lagging  members  of  the 
caucus. 

Congress  at  Vienna.  By  arrivals  at  Amelia  we 
have  a report  that  the  congress  at  Vienna  had  been 
postponed  to  the  1st  of  March  next.  [Disbelieved.] 
MILITARY. 

At  our  last  accounts  from  Halifax  an  expedition 
with  a force  of  2 or  3000  men,  appeared  to  be  lilting 
out  that  place. 

Thomas  Croft  alias  John  Rodgers,  and  James 
Robinson  alias  James  Elmire,  were  hung  at  fort 
Mifflin  10  or  12  days  since,  in  pursuance  of  a sen- 
tence by  a court  martial,  fur  the  crimes  of  fraud, 
stealth  and  desertion. 

Colonel  Appling,  one  of  Georgia’s  gallant  sons, 
who  has  “earned  a name  on  the  Niagara  frontier,” 
arrived  at  Savannah  on  tiie  5th  inst. 

Joseph  Sterett , late  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  5th 
regiment,  has  been  appointed  by  the  governor  and 
council  of  Maryland,  general  of  the  third,  or  “Balt  i- 
more brigade.”  Colonel  Macdonald , of  the  6th  regi 
meat,  one  of  Pulaski  s band,  was  the  senior  officer 
of  the  brigade. 

The  Democratic  Press  says — We  understand  that 
major-general  Izard  has  been  excused  from  serving 
as  a member  on  the  trial  of  general  Wilkinson,  to 
be  held  at  Utica,  and  general  Porter  ordered  in  his 

place. 

The  29th  regiment  of  foot  in  the  British  army, 
(says  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser)  which  is  now  at 
Castine,  is  called  the  Boston  Regiment;  it  being  the 
same  that  perpetrated  the  memorable  Boston  massa- 
cre. It  is  said  that  one  man  who  was  at  that  time 
a private  in  that  regiment,  still  belongs  to  it,  and  is 
now  at  Castine. 

It  is  said  the  British  officers  at  Castine  are  build- 
ing a theatre — and  that  they  expect  to  import  the 
female  performers  from  Boston.  If  Boston  was  now 
as  it  was  in  1776,  they  would  have  some  other 
amusement. 

The  Virginia  brigade  under  general  Madison, 
called  out  for  the  defence  of  the  10th  district,  was 
discharged  on  the  17th  instant,  with  the  thanks  of 
major-general  Scott,  commanding. 

Colonel  Jlitchel,  a son  of  Maryland,  who,  as 
Henry  the  4th  of  France  said  of  one  of  his  favorite 
officers,  we  are  “happy  to  introduce  to  our  friends  or 
our  enemies,”  has,  we  learn,  been  appointed  by  major 
general  Scott  to  command  at  Baltimore,  &c.  during 
Lis  absence. 

The  youthful  and  gallant  Toivson , a Baltimorean, 
whose  battery  for  its  terrible  fire,  was  known  by  the 
name  of  the  “light-house”  by  tin3  enemy,  now  a 
lieutenant-colonel  of  artillery,  having  received  two 
brevets  for  his  conduct  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  was 
presented  with  a sword  by  the  citizens  of  Buffalo, 
without  distinction  of  party.  His  men  were  also  from 
Baltimore. 

Colonel  Cavbcrry  of  the  36th  regiment  United 


States’  infantry,  has  published  a vindication,  and  we 
think  fully  justified  himself,  against  the  imputation 
made  by  a committee  of  congress,  to  investigate  the 
c-uses  of  the  capture  of  Washington,  respecting  the 
distribution  of  arms  to  colonel  Minor's  regiment. 
See  page  246. 

The  corporation  of  New  York  have  advanced 
§409,000,  as  a loan  to  the  United  States,  to  pay  the 
troops  lately  called  out  for  the  defence  of  that  city. 
Copy  of  a letter  from  major  general  Andrew  Jackson, 
to  the  governor  of  Tennessee. 

Head  quarters,  7t!i  military  district, 

Tensaw,  Nov.  u,  1814. 

Si  a — On  last  evening  I returned  from  Pensacola 

0 tins  plact — I reached  that  post  on  the  evening  of 
he  6th.  Oil  my  approach,  I sent  major  Pierre  with 

a flag  to  communicate  the  object  of  my  visit  to  the 
governor  of  Pensacola.  He  approached  fort  St. 
George,  with  his  flag  displayed,  and  was  fired  on  by 
the  cannon  from  the  fori — he  returned  and  made  re-  . 
port  thereof  to  me.  I immediately  went  with  the 
adjutant  general  and  the  major  wish  a small  escort, 
and  viewed  the  fort  and  found  it  defended  by  Bri*  ;sh 
and  Spanish  tro>  ps.  i immediately  determined  to 
storm  the  town,  retired  and  encamped  my  troops 
for  the  night,  and  made  the  necessary  arrangements 
to  carry  my  determination  into  effect  the  next  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  I marched  with  the  ef- 
fective regulars  of  the  3d,  39th,  and  44tn  infantry, 
part  of  general  Coffee’s  brigade,  the  Mississippi 
dragoons,  and  part  of  the  West  Tennessee  regi- 
ment, commanded  by  lieutenant  colonel  Hammonds 
(colon  1 Lowry  having  deserted  and  gone  home) 
and  part  of  the  Choctaws  led  by  major  Blue, 
of  the  39tb  and  major  Kennedy  of  Mississippi  ter- 
ritory. Being  encamped  on  the  west  of  the  town  L 
calculated  they  would  expect  the  assault  from  that 
quarter,  and  be  prepared  to  rake  me  from  the  fort, 
and  the  British  armed  vessels,  seven  in  number,  that 

1 y in  the  bay.  To  cherish  this  idea  I sent  out  part 
if  the  mounted  men  to  show  themselves  on  the  west 
wliikt  I passed  in  rear  of  the  fort  undiscovered  to 
t e east  of  the  town.  When  I appeared  within  a 
mile,  I was  in  full  view.  My  pride  was  never  more 
heightened  than  viewing  the  uniform  firmness  of  my 
troops,  and  with  what  und  aimed  courage  they  ad- 
vanced, with  a strong  fort  ready  to  assail  them  on 
the  right,  7 British  armed  vessels  on  the  left,  strong 
blockhouses  and  batteries  of  cannon  in  their  front, 
but  they  still  advanced  with  unshaken  firmness,  en- 
tered the  town,  when  a battery  of  two  cannon  was 
opened  upon  the  centre  column  composed  of  the  re- 
gulars, with  bull  and  grape,  and  a shower  of  musket- 
ry from  the  houses  and  gardens.  The  battery  w^s 
immediately  stormed  by  capt.  Levall  and  company, 
and  carried,  and  the  musketry  was  soon  silenced  by 
the  steady  and  well  directed  fire  of  the  regulars. 

The  governor  met  cols.  Williamson  and  Smith, 
who  lecl  the  dismounted  volunteers,  with  a flag, 
begged  for  mercy,  and  surrendered  the  town  and 
fort  unconditionally;  mercy  was  granted  and  protec- 
tion given  to  the  citizens  and  their  property— and 
still  Spanish  treachery  kept  us  out  of  possession  of 
the  fort  until  12  o’clock  at  night. 

Never  was  more  cool,  determined  bravery  display  - 
ed by  any  troops;  and  the  Chactaws  advanced  to  the 
charge  with  equal  bravery.  On  the  morning  of  the 
3th  1 prepared  to  inarch  and  storm  the  Ilarancas, 
but  before  I could  move  tremendous  explosions  toki 
me  that  the  Barancas,  with  all  its  appendages,  was 
blown  up.  1 dispatched  a detachment  of  two  hun- 
dred men  to  explore  it,  who  returned  in  the  night 
with  the  information  that  it  was  blown  up,  all  the 
combustible  parts  burnt,  the  cannon  spiked  and  dis- 
mounted, except  two:  this  being  the  easel  determ  in- 
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ed  to  withdraw  my  troops,  but  before  I did  I had  the 
pleasure  to  seethe  British  depart.  Colonel  Nicholls 
abandoned  the  fort  on  the  night  of  the  6th,  and  be- 
took himself  to  his  shipping,  with  his  friend  capt. 
Woodbine,  and  their  red  friends. 

The  steady  firmness  of  my  troops  has  drawn  a just 
respect  from  our  enemies — It  has  convinced  the  Red 
Sticks  that  they  have  no  stronghold  or  protection, 
only  in  the  friendship  of  the  United  States — the  good 
order  and  conduct  of  my  troops  whilst  in  Pensacola, 
has  convinced  the  Spaniards  of  our  friendship,  and 
our  prowess,  and  has  drawn  from  the  citizens  an  ex- 
pression, that  our  Choctaws  are  more  civilized  than 
tiie  British. 

In  great  haste,  I am  respectfully,  sir, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Maj.  gen.  comdg 

Extract  of  a letter  from  brigadier -general  J\l(  Arthur, 
to  the  secretary  of  war,  dated 
Head-quarters,  Sth  military  district,  Detroit,  18th  Nov.  .‘814. 

Sir — 1 have  *he  satisfaction  to  report  to  you  the 
safe  return  of  the  mounted  troops  to  this  place  on 
the  17th  inst. 

In  a former  communication  I had  the  honor  to  in- 
form you,  that  the  mounted  volunteers  were  march- 
ed in  this  direction  in  consequence  of  the  regular 
troops  having  been  withdrawn,  and  the  apprehen- 
sions that  were  entertained  for  the  safety  of  this  ter- 
ritory, of  which  I was  advised  by  his  excellency 
gov.  Cass. 

The  militia  detached  from  Kentucky  and  Ohio, 
having  arrived,  they  were  assigned  for  the  imme- 
diate protection  of  tins  p^ace  ; it  was  then  deemed 
-expedient  from  the  ardor  and  species  of  the  force, 
that  the  mounted  volunteers  should  be  actively  em- 
ployed in  the  territory  of  the  enemy,  with  a view  to 
destroy  their  resources  and  ultimately  paralize  any 
efforts  which  might  be  made  against  this  place  during 
- the  winter. 

The  valuable  mills  at  the  head  of  lake  Ontario, 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  Grand  River,  furnished  large 
supplies  to  the  army  in  the  peninsula ; their  de- 
sruction  was  desirable.  To  that  effect  the  mounted 
troops  consisting  of  600  volunteers,  50’ U.  States’ 
rangers  and  70  Indians  were  put  in  motion  on  the 
22d  October,  to  pursue  the  route  along  the  western 
shore  of  lake  St.Clair,  and  pass  into  the  enemy’s 
-territory  near  the  mouth  of  that  river. 

The  real  object  of  the  expedition  was  masked  by 
the  general  impression,  that  it  was  destined  against 
-the  Indian  towns  at  Saguina.  To  favor  that  idea, 
boats  were  prepared  for  the  reception  of  artillery  to 
be  conveyed  through  lake  St.  Clair,  up  that  river 
jyito  lake  Huron,  and  to  co-operate  with  the  mounted 
troops  in  the  attack.  The  boats  were,  however,  em- 
ployed in  the  transportation  of  the  troops  and  horses 
across  the  river  St.  Clair  and  Bear  creek,  which 
empties  into  Beldoon  river.  This  movement  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  secure  that  secrecy  to  the 
expedition  which  could  alone  render  it  successful. 
All  military  movements  in  this  direction  are  rapidly 
communicated  to  the  enemy  from  Sandwich  and 
this  place ; it  was,  therefore  deemed  improper  to 
pass  the  troops  across  this  river,  but  to  proceed  over 
the  river  St.  Clair,  down  to  the  Scotch  settlement 
pn  the  Beldoon,  up  Bear  creek  about  30  miles,  and 
across  to  the  Moravian  towns,  a few  miles  above  the 
lower  settlement  on  the  Thames,  where  the  detach- 
ment arrived  on  the  30th  of  Oct. 

We  were  very  fortunate  at  this  place  in  taking 
a sergeant  in  the  British  service,  who  was  proceeding 
to  Burlington,  with  the  information  that  the  detach- 
ment had  passed  into  the  enemy’s  territory.  The 
snpture  of  this  sergeant  at  the  commencement  of 
•tffe  “Long  Woods,”  between  the  Moravian  towns 


and  Delaware,  enabled  us  to  reach  the  latter  place 
undiscovered.  On  our  approach  the  rangers  were 
detached  to  move  across  the  Thames  below  the  set- 
tlement, pass  in  the  rear  of  it,  and  guard  the  differ* 
ent  ro-  ds  leading  into  the  interior,  whilst  the  troops 
were  engaged  in  swimming  their  hoses  and  trans- 
porting their  b.  ggage  on  rafts 

We  were  thus  enabled  to  arrive  at  the  town  of 
Oxford,  one  hundred  and  fifty,  miles  distant  from 
Detroit,  before  the  inhabitants  knew  that  a force 
was  approaching.  They  vere  promised  protection 
to  their  persons  and  property,  upon  condition  that 
they  remained  peaceably  at  their  respective  homes  ; 
otherwise,  they  were  assured  that  their  property 
should  be  destroyed. 

However,  notwithstanding  this  injunction  and 
the  sacred  obligations  of  a previous  p.irole,  two  of 
the  inhabitants  escaped  to  Burford,  with  ' he  intelli- 
gence of  our  arrival.  Their  property,  consisting 
of  two  dwelling  houses,  two  barns  and  one  shop, 
were  instantly  consumed. 

On  the  succeeding  day,  the  15tii  inst.  the  detach- 
ment proceeded  to  Burford,  where  w-  were  informed 
that  the  militia  had  been  embodied  about  ten  days 
previously  to  our  arrival,  in  conseqiusnce  of  reports 
received  from  Sandwich  that  an  expedition  was  ex- 
pected to  move  from  Detroit  against  Burlington. 

A few  hours  before  our  arrival,  the  enemy  retreat- 
ed from  Burford  to  Malcolm’s  mills,  ten  miles  dis- 
tant, on  the  road  leading  from  Dover  to  Burlington, 
where  they  were  joined  by  the  militia  from  Long 
Point. 

It  was  my  intention  to  cross  Grand  river  as  soon 
as  possible,  without  regarding  the  militia  collected 
at  Malcolm’s  mills,  and  attack  Burlington.  To  my 
great  mortification  upon  our  arrival  at  the  river,  we 
found  it  high  and  rapid  from  the  late  excessive  rains, 
and  learned  that  general  Brown  had  recrossed  the 
Niagara,  leaving  oniy  a strong  garrison  in  fort  Erie. 
No  means  were  presented  of  even  passing’  the  river 
in  rafts,  and  had  it  been  effected,  upon  our  return, 
the  militia,  contemptible  as  they  were,  might  have 
been  encouraged  to  attack  when  a rapid  river  divided 
us.  Major  Muir  with  about  fifty  indians  and  fiftv 
militia,  was  preparing  to  contest  the  passage.  A 
battery  was  also  erectfiig  as  was  understood  for 
three  pieces  of  artillery,  distant  12  miles  on  the  road 
from  Burlington. 

These  considerations  presented  serious  objections 
to  any  attempts  to  pass  the  river ; it  was  also  due 
to  tlie  past  sufferings  and  the  future  safety  of  the 
gallant  detachment  under  my  command,  that  a di- 
rection should  be  given  to  its  movements,  calculated 
to  afford  compensation  for  the  former  and  secure  the 
latter. 

It  wa9  therefore  determined  upon  to  attack  and 
defeat  or  disperse  the  militia  at  Malcolm’s  mills, 
move  down  the  Long  Point  road  through  the  Grand 
river  settlement,  destroy  the  valuable  mills  in  that 
quarter,  and  then  return  to  our  territory  either  by  a 
movement  across  Grand  river  at  the  mouth  to  fort 
Erie,  or  along  Talbot’s  street  to  the  Thames. 

To  that  effect,  a detachment  was  directed  to  re- 
in a iu  and  engage  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  whilst 
the  principal  force  should  he  withdrawn  and  march- 
ed to  Malcolm’s  mills.  We  found  the  enemy,  con- 
sisting of  four  or  five  hundred  militia,  and  a few 
Indians,  fortified  on  commanding  ground  beyond  a 
creek,  deep  and  difficult  of  passage,  except  at  a 
bridge  immediately  in  front  of  their  works  which 
had  been  destroyed.  Arrangements  were  made  for 
a joint  attack  on  the  from  and  rear.  The  Ohio 
troops,  with  the  advance  guard  and  indians , were 
accordingly  thrown  across  the  creek  under  cov  e;  of 
a thick  wood,  to  approach  the  enemy  in  rear,  whilst 
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the  Kentucky  troops  were  to  attack  in  front  as  soon  .Canada  west  of  Grand  river,  and  the  whole  detich- 
as  the  attention  of  the  eneinv  was  engaged  by  the  men t has  returned  in  safety  to  this  place  with  the 
attack  in  the  rear.  The  enemy  would  have  been  exception  of  one  killed. 

completely  surprised  and  captured  had  not  an  unfor-  J The  ardor  which  the  troops  always  evinced  when 
tun  ate  yell  by  our  indians  announced  the  approach  they  expected  to  meet  the  enemy,  was  not  more 

of  the  detachment  destined  to  attack  their  rear;  '■ '* 

they  were,  however,  defeated  and  dispersed  with 
the  loss  in  the  skirmishes  on  that  day  of  one  captain 
and  seventeen  privates  killed,  nine  privates  wound 
ed,  and  three  captains,  five  subalterns  and  one  hun- 
dred and  three  privates  made  prisoners  ; whilst  our 
loss  was  only  one  killed  and  six  wounded  Early 


conspicuous  or  praiseworthy  than  the  cheerfulness 
with  which  they  conformed  to  the  rules  of  militarv 
propriety.  The  officers  and  privates  of  the  detach- 
ment, with  a very  few  exceptions,  merited  my  warm- 
est approbation. 

I was  much  indebted  to  the  zeal  and  intelligence 
displayed  on  all  occasions  by  major  Dudley,  com 


on  the  7th  mst.  the  enemy  wore  pursued  on  the  road  | mending  the  Kentucky  battalion,  and  was  ably  as- 
to  Dover,  many  made  prisoners,  and  five  valuable  isisted  by  the  zeal  and  assiduity  of  Dr.  Turner,  of  the 
mills  destroyed.  1 17th  infantry;  captain  Bradford  of  the  19th  infantry. 

Apprehensive  that  the  troops  could  not  be  supplied  | iny  brigade- major,  already  distinguished  at  fort 
on  tiie  route  to  fort  Erie,  and  that  difficulties  would  | Meigs  and  Tehoopcavv,  is  entitled  to  my  sincere 
occur  in  the  passage  of  Grand  river,  together  with  | thanks  for  his  exertions  under  every  difficulty,  and 
the  uncertainty  which  existed  as  to  the  position  of  I have  the  support  of  the  troops  in  assuring  you,  sir. 


our  army  below,  I was  induced  on  the  8th  inst.  to 
commence  my  return  to  this  place  by  the  way  of 
Talbot  street  and  the  Thames  ; which  was  happily 
effected  on  the  17'  D inst. 

In  this  excursion,  the  resources  of  the  enemy  have 
been  essentially  impaired,  and  the  destruction  of 


that  to  the  military  talents,  activity  and  intelligence 
of  major  Todd,  who  acted  as  my  adjutant-general, 
much  of  the  fortunate  progress  and  issue  of  this 
expedition  is  attributable;  and  I cheerfully  embrace 
this  occasion  to  acknowledge  the  important  services 
ich  he  has  at  all  times  rendered  me  whilst  in 


tiie  valuable  mills  in  the  vicinity  of  Grand  river,  j command  of  the  district;  his  various  merits  justly 
' ’ ’ - **  ’ ’ **  entitle  him  to  the  notice  of  government. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  D.  McAltTHCJR, 

Brig.  gen.  U.  S.  army  comd’g. 
Hon.  James  Monroe,  secretary  of  war,  Washington. 

ENEMY  IN  THE  RAPPAHANNOCK. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  ult.  a 74  and  five  fri- 
gates appeared  ofF  the  mouth  of  the  Rappahannock. 
They  manned  a number  of  barges  and  oiher  small 
vessels,  and  proceeded  up  the  river  with  all  their 
disposable  force.  The  next  day  they  took  possession 
of  the  village  of  Tappahannock , without  much  oppo- 
sition, the  militia  coming  in  too  slowly  for  their 
rapid  movements,  capturing  on  their  way  several 
small  craft.  At  this  village  they  burnt  the  court- 
house, jail,  collector’s  office,  clerk’s  office  and  a 
large  ware-house,  and  destroyed  a great  deal  of 
private  property.  They  entered  even  the  tombs  and 
disturbed  the  Ashes  of  the  dead  for  plunder,  espe- 
cially the  family  vault  of  the  late  colonel  Ritchie, 
breaking  open  the  coffers,  and  leaving  their  contents 
mutilated  and  exposed.  They  received  many  negroes 
into  their  “holy”  alliance,  and  permitted  the  black, 
as  well  as  their  own  white  miscreants,  to  indulge 
themselves  as  they  liked,  wontonly  destroying  what 
they  could  not  conveniently  carry  away,  such  as 
furniture,  windows,  &c.  look  ng  glasses  were  thrown 
against  looking  glasse?,  chairs,  tables,  sideboards, 
bed  steads,  &c.  broken  to  pieces,  and  the  town  look- 
ed as  if  it  had  been  visited  by  devils.  The  feathers 
were  emptied  from  the  beds  and  scattered  to  the 
winds  of  heaven.  Their  force  was  estimated  at 
nearly  2000  men.  On  the  4th  they  returned  down 
the  river,  and  had  several  brushes  with  the  militia 
in  the  passage,  in  one  of  which,  near  Franham 
church,  they  acknowledged  a loss  of  15  killed,  and 
31  wounded — we  had  only  2 wounded.  In  another, 
it  is  thought  that  every  man  in  one  of  their  barges, 
except  two  were  killed— 10  or  1 2 prisoners  also  were 
taken,  and  several  of  their  men  deserted.  It  is  rea- 
sonable to  believe  that  they  lost  in  this  expedition 
at  least  100  men.  Capt.  Barrie , of  tiie  Dragon,  and 


employed  in  the  support  of  the  army  in  the  penin 
sula,  together  with  he  consumption  of  the  forage 
and  provisions  necessary  for  the  'roops,  has  added 
to  the  barrier  heretofore  interposed  by  an  extensive 
and  swampy  frontier  against  any  attempts  which  may 
be  made  this  winter  in  the  direction  of  Detroit. 

With  the  exception  of  nine  thousand  rations  and 
e.glu  Hundred  bushels  of  forage,  the  detachment 
suasisted  entirely  on  the  enemy.  Ofprivate  property, 
no  more  was  destroyed  than  was  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  support  of  the  troops,  for  which  regular  pay- 
ments or  receipts  were  given.  It  is,  however,  much 
to  be  regretted  that  there  were  some  partial  abuses 
produced  by  the  unfortunate  example  presented  by 
the  Indians,  whose  customs  in  war  impel  them  to 
plunder  after  victory;  but  for  this  blemish  there  was 
some  excuse  in  their  correct  and  gallant  conduct 
before  and  during  the  battle.  It  is  also  gratifying  to 
know  that  they  were  forgetful  of  the  atrocious  deeds 
committed  by  the  Indians  in  the  sei'vice  of  the  enemy; 
neither  the  innocent  or  disarmed  have  been  massacred 
or  molested. 

The  honorable  deportment  of  the  chiefs,  Lewis, 
Wolfe  and  Civil  John,  was  truly  animating  to  all 
the  troops. 

It  was  essential  to  the  progress  of  the  expedition 
that  the  horses  of  individuals  should  be  taken  to 
supply  the  places  of  those  that  were  disabled  and 
lost  on  the  march— in  all  cases  receipts  were  given. 

The  Michigan  militia  were  invited  to  accompany 
us  on  the  expedition;  not  more  than  twenty  accepted 
it — of  those  six  deserted  near  Delaware,  and  the 
remainder  were  permitted  to  return  on  the  next  day. 
Lieutenant  Rutland,  of  captain  Audrain’s  company 
of  Rangers  from  Detroit,  was  distinguished  for  zeal 
and  intrepidity. 

The  patriotic  volunteers  under  my  command, 
have  just  claims  on  the  gratitude  of  their  country, 
when  it  is  recollected  that  they  tendered  their  ser- 
vices with  no  other  assurance  than  the  approbation 
which  always  attends  disinterested  sacrifices;  that 
they  have  performed  much  severe  duty  at  an  incle 


ment  season,  through  an  extensive  and  swampy  | col.  Malcom , of  the  marines,  commanded.  The 
district,  frequently  intersected  with  deep  and  rapid  ) militia  behaved  admirably,  anxious  at  all  times  to 
rivers;  that  they  have  penetrated  two  hundred  miles  j meet  the  pirates , and  withstood  them  gallantly* 
into  the  enemy’s  territory,  destroyed  two  hundred  j Captain  Vincent  Shackleford,  of  the  house  of  dele- 
* r -~  ~ - gates,  with  about  sixty  of  his  artillerists,  encounter- 

ed four  hundred  of  the  enemy  with  the  utmost  in- 
trepidity; he  gave  .them  several  fires  with  his  2 pie- 


stand  of  arms,  together  with  five  of  their  most  va- 
luanle  mills;  paroiied  or  dispersed  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  efficient  militia  of  that  part  of  Upper 
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ces,  and  drove  them  from  the  -plain.  Eventually 
capt.  S.  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner — the  ene- 
my paroled  him  with  compliments  on  his  conduct. 

Such  are  the  leading  features  of  an  expedition 
that  would  disgrace  a New  Providence  privateers- 
man, (the  most  abandoned  villains  that  ever  infested 
the  ocean)  bui.  which  is,  probably,  destined  to  fill  a 
« London  Gazette  extraordinary .”  They  carried  away 
many  negroes,  doubtless  for  sale  in  the  West-Indies 
— But  “religious”  England  has  abolished  the  slave 
trade!  Cursed  be  the  barbarians,  that  disturb  even 
the  quiet  of  the  grave! 

NAVAL 

The  President  frigate,  com.  Decatur,  sailed  from 
New  York  on  the  26th  ult.  from  which  port  also 
many  merchantmen  have  recently  departed— so  “ri- 
gorous and  strict'*  is  the  blockade! 

Com.  Perry  is  at  Boston  to  purchase  some  vessels 
for  his  “flying  squadron” — he  has  four  fitting  out  at 

A cannonading  took  place  at  New-Loudon,  we 
understand,  on  Friday  night  last,  when  a 74  gun 
ship  came  in  and  anchored  within  a frigate  and  sloop 
of  war  off  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  and  near  a bat- 
tery lately  erected  near  the  light-house,  tine'-*  miles 
below  the  town.  Our  troops  went  down  with  two 
eighteen  pounders  (the  Stonington  complement)  and 
a travelling  furnace,  and  opened  a fire  upon  the  ship 
on  Friday  night  and  Saturday  morning,  which  she 
received  without  returning,  and  as  soon  as  the  tide 
served  got  under  way  and  went  over  near  Fisher’s 
Island. New  York  Columbian,  Dec  2 7- 

Privateers.  During  the  present  week  we  have  re- 
ceived accounts  of  the  sailing  of  the  following  pri- 
vateers. Brigs  Mars  and  Ranger,  from  Portsmouth, 
N-  H.  Prince  of  Neufchatel  from  Boston,  18  guns, 
130  men.  Brig  Ino  and  schooner  Mars,  from  Port- 
land. Brig  Antelope  from  Newburyport.  Chasseur, 
Doyle,  from  New-York. 

A queer  article.  If  any  man  had  said,  three  years 
ago,  that  the  captain  of  a British  frigate  would  be 
complimented  for  running’  away  from  a frigate  of 
any  other  nation,  John  Dull  would  have  said  he  was 
a — — man  that  did  not  tell  the  truth — but  here  we 
liav-  it : 

Kingston , Jamaica , Nov.  14., — It  affords  us  much 
pleasure  to  be  informed  that  captain  the  honorable 
Anthony  Maitland  of  H.  M.  S.  Pique,  has  received 
letters  from  the  admiralty  expressing  in  very  flatter- 
ing terms  theit*  explicit  approbation  of  his  prompt 
adherence  to  his  instructions,  in  not  coming  to  an  en- 
gagement with  the  American  frigate  Constitution , 
when  he  fell -in  wiih  her  on  the  4th  of  May  last. — 
Many  who  were  at  that  time  unacquainted  with  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  thought  captain  Maitland 
had  not  acquitted  himself  with  strict  propriety;  but 
Ids  having- peremptory  orders  to  avoid  a contest  places 
his  conduct  in  the  most  honorable  point  of  view. 

[If  such  are  the  “general  orders”  of  the  British 
navy,  we  are  apprehensive  that  the  gallant  Stewart 
may  make  another  unfortunate  cruise  in  “old  iron 
sides  /*  for  she  is  rather  a dull  sailer. 

Constitution  and  Pique.  From  a Barbadoes  paper 
of  May  7. — “Arrived  II.  M.  ship  Pique,  honorable 
captain  Maitland,  from  a cruize.  About  8 days  ago 
the  Pique  fell  in  with  the  American  frigate  Constitu- 
tion to  the  northward  of  Porto  ltico.  The  Pique 
immediately  hoisted  her  colors  and  invited  her  to 
come  down,  but  siie  refuses  the  challenge!” 

'Hie  Wasp  sunk.  It  is  now  clearly  ascertained 
(says  a London  paper  of  October  25)  that  the  A- 
merican  ship  Wasp  has  gone  to  the  bottom!  On  the 
4th  inst.  the  Pelican  spoke  the  Castilian,  and  gave 
information  of  having  been  informed  by  H.  M.  fri- 
gate Hyperion,  that  a Scilly  pilot  bout  had  been 


alongside  them,  the  master  of  which  boat  de- 
clared, that  he  was  on  board  a Spanish  schr.  that 
had  the  surviving  part  of  the  Wasp's  crew  in,  and  that 
the  Americans  said  their  ship  went  down  two  days 
after  their  action,  and  that  the  Cas' Ilian  sunk  her! 
[This  is  someting  like  a British  official.'] 

Truly,  may  our  vessels  be  considered  “non  des- 
cripts,”  as  the  Wasp,  so  sunk.  Certainly  got  up  again! 

Before  the  buttle. — C .plain  Mackonochie,  who  ar- 
rived in  town  on  Sunday  (says  a London  paper  of 
Oct.  12)  with  dispatches,  lef  Quebec  Sept.  11. — 
[the  day  on  which  the  British  forces  were  defeated 
by  sea  and  land  at  Plattsburgh.]  Capt.  M brings  a 
confirmation  of  the  capture  of  Plattsburgh,  by  the 
army  under  sir  G,  Prevost! — A tuv.il  action  w >s  ex- 
pected forthwith  to  take  place  on  1 ke  Champlain , 
where  we  had  a decided  superiority! 

After  the  battle  ! ! The  London  “Press**  of  Oct. 
21,  gives  a British  account  of  the  two  squadrons 
on  lake  Champlain,  previous  to  the  late  engagement. 
Their  vessels  (exclusive  of  12  gun-boats,  whose  force 
is  not  stated,)  are  made  to  mourn  72  guns,  with  337 
men — the  American  fleet  141  guns,  with  1.480  men! ! 

A London  paper  of  Sept.  28,  says — Com.  Porter , 
his  officers  and  crew,  are  officially  declared  by  our 
government  to  be  released  from  their  parole,  given 
at  Valparaiso. 

Til  ere  arrived  at  Quebec , from  sea,  during  the  pre- 
sent year  169  merchant  vessels  and  201  transports — 
total  370. 

The  British  who  are  stea’ing  slaves  from  Maryland, 
Virginia,  &.c.  have  two  trigates  cruizing  on  the 
African  coasts  .to  prevent  a trade  there  ! Such  is  the 
consistency  of  the  “shield  of  afflicted  humanity.” 

A schooner  from  New  York  was  lately  capt:  red 
by  the  barges  of  the  Majestic  razee,  and  a midship- 
man and  3 seamen  put  on  board.  Soon  af  er  they 
stood  for  Fisher’s  island,  where  the  midshipman 
went  on  shore — two  Americans  that  yet  remained  on 
board  persuaded  the  Englishmen  to  go  below  ; when 
they  got  under  way  and  safely  reached  the  famous 
village  of  Stonnington. 

A great  shot. — We  understand  that  on  the  16th 
ins i,  a British' tender  (formerly  the  Franklin,  belong- 
ing to  the  Constellation,  taken  in  Lynhaven  bay) 
gave  chase  to  an  oyster  boat  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Biacks tone’s  island.  A boat  was  manned  from  the 
tender  with  an  officer  and  4 men,  armed  with  mus- 
kets and  cutlasses,  which  got  within  gun  shot  of  the 
oyster  boat  and  fired  several  guns  at  her,  which 
struck  different  parts  of  the  vessel.  The  owner,  a 
yellow  man,  not  liking  to  lose  his  all  without  a strug- 
gle, made  for  a small  creek,  and  advised  a young 
white  man  who  was  with  him  (the  only  two  on 
board)  to  take  his  ducking  gun,  (having  but  the  one) 
get  into  the  canoe  and  go  ashore  and  secrete  himself 
till  tlie  boat  should  come  near  n point  which  he  vva,s 
endeavoring  to  make,  and  then  fire  into  it.  The 
young  man  kept  himself  snug  until  the  boat  came 
within  about  50  yards  of  him,  when  he  fired  with 
such  effect  as  to  wound  the  officer  and  3 men — they 
all  immediately  fell  flat  and  bellowed  out  luslly  for 
quarter.  The  young  man  loaded  his  gun  again  and 
ordered  them  to  push  the  boat  ashore  and  surrender, 
which  they  did,  and  after  having  secured  their  arms 
^3  muskets  and  2 cutlasses)  and  being  joined  by 
his  companion,  they  marched  them  to  where  some 
militia  were  stationed,  not  far  off  in  St.  Mary’s 
county,  and  delivered  them  up  to  the  commanding 
officer,  who  sent  them  under  guard  to  Washington. 
The  oyster  boat  arrived  here  yesterday  and  proceed- 
ed on  to  Washington  with  her  prize.’ — Alex.  Herald, 
[The  poor  boatmen  have  done  a much  better  bu- 
siness by  catching  Englishmen  than  oysters.  We 
hope  they  may  successfully  pursue  their  new  trade.] 
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The  nominal  insurance  from  Halifax  to  Gas  tine  is 

20  per  crnt.  . 

The  British  do  not  permit  their  vessels  to  cross  the 
frisk  channel  without  convoy.  Insurance  from  Lon- 
don to  H l if  x is  30  guineas  per  100£. 

Lloyd’s  list  of  the  23rd  Sept,  contains  a list  o, 
40  valuable  vessels  captured  by  our  privateers. 

A late  Halifax  paper  says  that  certain  persons  cap- 
tured by  the  Surprise  of  Baltimore,  were  treated 
very  well  because  they  were  freemasons. 

Promotions.  Joseph  B unbridge,  William  u . 
Crui  , Thomas  Macdonough,  Johnston  Blakely, 
and  Lewis  Warrington,  master  commandants,  have 
been  appointed  post  captains  in  the  navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  . 

Lieutenants  Robert  Henley,  Stephen  Cassm,  Da- 
niel S.  Dexter,  James  Rensiiaw,  David  Deacon, 
and  Thomas  Brown,  have  been  appointed  master 
commandants — and 


p resen tatives,  70  republicans  and  25  federalits. — 
The  v'otes  for  governor  when  officially  counted  stood 
thus — for  Simon  Snyder,  51,099 ; Isaac  Wayne, 
29,566;  scattering,  9 *8;  clear  majority  for  Snyder 
overall  the  rest  voted  for,  20,665. 

By  a law  of  Pennsylvania  it  is  provided,  that  the 
militia  in  service  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  for  govern- 
I or,  members  of  congress,  8cc.  By  the  returns  of  the 
election  in  October  last,  it  appears  that  governor 
Snyder  had  4,806,  and  Mr.  Wayne  1,298  “votes  in 
c nip.” 

Jon  vtha?*  Roberts  is  re-elected  a senator  of  the 
United  States  by  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the  fourth  day  of 
March  next.  For  Mr.  Roberts,j84 — Mr.  Sitgreaves, 
32  votes. 

Francis  Lock  (rep.)  has  been  elected  a senator  of 
the  United  States,  from  North  Carolina,  vice  David 


Stone,  resigned. 

\ bout  40 ’midshipmen  have  been  appointed  lieu- 1 Massachusetts  election.— The  return  of  votes  for 
tenants  (representatives  of  this  state  in  the  next  congress 

British  loss.  The  following  account  of  enemy 


• gives  us  the  following  result — seventeen  federalists 


vessels  of  war  lost  or  captured  since  the  18th  of 
June,  1812,  is  copied  ftom  the  “Rhode  bland  Re- 
publican:” 

5fj  ‘Reindeer, 

44  fPlumper, 


j Leopard 
■j  Woolwich, 

^Con  fiance, 
•Guerriere, 

•Java, 

‘.Macedonian, 

Barbadoes, 

■ Southampton, 
Daedel  ms, 
Lauristinus, 
Atalanta, 
Peacock, 

•Alert, 

^Detroit, 

^Linnet, 

*H  rme« 

iQueen  Charlotte, 
•Epcrvier, 
-jEmulous, 
j-Colibri, 
j- Avenger, 
f Tweed, 
-j-Goshawk, 
f Halcyon, 
jFartlotne, 

•Avon, 


39 

38; 

38 

38’ 


During, 

Falcon, 

Magnet, 

Bold, 

32;  ■‘■Herald, 

32:  * Boxer, 

3 i iDuke  of  Gloucester, 
24  *Domin.ca, 


20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

19 

18 

18 

18 

13 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 


fLudy  Prevost, 

•Laura, 

fRhodian, 

fAlpheus, 

fCherub, 

{Finch, 

{Hunter, 

f R >cer, 

fHoHy, 

•Highflyer, 

fChub, 

-{-Subtle, 

* Bidlahoo, 
{Little  Belt, 
{Chippewa, 

4 Nancy, 


•Captured.  |Lost.  {Captured  on  the  lakes. 


CHRONICLE. 

Bexjamtx  W.  Crowxixshield,  of  Massachusetts, 
is  appointed  by  the  president,  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  senate,  to  the  office  of  secretary  of  the  navy. 

William  Eus  ris,  of  Massachusetts,  is  appointed, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  senate,  to  be  our  minis- 
ter to  Holland. 

Levin  Winder  has  been  re-elected  governor  of  Ma- 
ryland. For  Mr.  Winder,  48— Mr.  Bowie,  (rep.)  23. 

The  council,  of  course,  is  federal. 

Mr.  Hawkins  having  served  out  his  constitutional 
term,  William  . Miller , esq.  (rep  ) has  been  chosen 
governor  of  North  Carolina. 

D.  R.  Williams  has  been  elected  governor  of  South 
Carolina.  Joseph  Kerr  is  elected  a senator  of  the 
United  States  from  Ohio,  vice  Mr.  Worthington 
■ elected  governor  of  that  state. 

The  members  of  congress  from  Pennsylvania  are 
18  republicans  and  5 federalists.  The  state  senate, 

21  republicans  and  13  federalists.  The  house  of  re  - expected. 


and  one  republican  elected,  and  in  t-wo  districts  no 
choice,  for  which  new  elections  must  be  held. 

J\lr.  Jefferson's  Library — The  bill  to  purchase 
18  Mr.  Jefferson’s  library  appropriates  23,950  dollars 
16  for  the  purpose.  It  is  strange  that  the  rancor  of 
16 ! party  should  penetrate  even  in  the  temple  of  science, 
16  and  that  an  opposition  was  made  to  the  purchase  of 
16  a collection  that  any  monarch  in  Europe  would  be 
16:  proud  to  own.  For  such  a library  the  British  par- 
16  ; Lament  would  have  given  £ 50,000.  We  are  not 
16  j informed  what  this  library  cost,  but  venture  to  say 
14 1 that  the  amount  appropriated  will  not  pay  the  ex- 
14  pence  of  it,  by  a large  sum,  independent  of  the 
12  j value  of  the  time  and  talent  employed  in  the  col- 
lection. 

FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

Montevideo , with  all  its  rich  stores,  has  surren- 
dered to  the  Buenos  Jlyrean  whigs.  The  garrison 
was  reduced  greatly  by  famine,  it  was  fortified  by 
500  pieces  of  cannon.  The  capture  of  this  place 
will  present  many  difficulties  to  Spain  in  her  at- 
tempts to  reduce  this  delightful  country  to  its  form- 
c base  servitude. 

We  have  the  satisfaction  to  believe  that  Pern  has, 
at  last,  effected  her  independence.  The  war  for  li- 
berty has  been  tedious  and  bloody ; but  it  seems 
that  the  whigs  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  Chili  throwing 
a force  into  the  scale  of  the  Peruvian  patriots,  utter- 
ly defeated  the  royalists  and  tories  near  Gzuro,  in 
Upper  P Tu,  after  which  the  viceroy  fled  to  Guaya- 
quil, the  only  remaining  place  where  the  standard 
of  Ferdinand,  the  ungrateful,  yet  waved. 

There  is  every  prospect  that  the  whole  South 
American  provinces  will  be  lost  to  the  monopoly  of 
Spain.  The  establishment  of  independent  govern- 
ments there,  and  in  Mexico,  will  have  a wonderful 
effect  on  the  general  commerce  and  happiness  of  the 
world. 

Murat,  king  of  Naples,  is  said  to  have  accumu- 
lated the  enormous  sum  of  four  millions  [sterling] 
in  cash,  which  is  deposited  in  the  coffers  of  his  pa- 
lace. He  seems  to  be  providing  “for  the  time  to 
come.”  His  army  consists  of  16,000  men. 

The  British  has  as  yet  refused  to  give  up  Marti- 
nique, Guadaloupe,  &c.  to  France — they  wait  the 
result  of  the  congressional  proceedings  at  Vienna  ; 
and,  in  case  of  a rupture  with  France,  they  may 
make  a grand  exploit  by  capturing  tne  French  who 
have  been  sent  out  to  garrison  them. 

A number  of  French  merchant  vessels  have  arriv- 
ed at  Guadaloupe,  and  several  vessels  of  |/ar  have 
also  reached  the  West  Indies  or  may  be  immediately 
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A contagious  fever  prevails  at  Gibraltar  and  Cadiz. 
The  troops  at  the  latter,  destined  for  South  Ame- 
rica, about  to  embark,  had  been  marched  out  of  the 
city. 

The  pope,  at  the  instance  of  Charles  VI.  has  de- 
clined sending  the  prince  of  peace  to  Spain  for  trial, 
as  Ferdinand  had  requested.  He  remains  near  Rome. 

It  is  said  Amsterdam  is  now  so  far  removed  from 
its  former  opulence,  that  a private  carriage  is  scarce- 
ly to  be  met  with  amongst  its  inhabitants. 

Immense  seizures  have  been  made  in  England  of 
French  goods  smuggled. 

Martial  law  was  declared  at  Cadiz  the  latter  part 
of  August,  on  its  being  discovered  that  a great  part 
of  the  inhabitants  were  devoted  to  the  old  king. 

It  is  contemplated  to  light  the  streets  and  the 
shops  in  London  with  inflammable  gas,  as  it  has  been 
late  successfully  used  in  several  manufactories,  &c. 
The  mode  of  the  patent  is  to  be  by  tubes  conveying 
the  gas  from  reservoirs,  as  water  is  now  conveyed. 
The  annual  charge  to  a shop  is  £4. 

At  the  session  of  the  Old  Daily,  London,  in  Sep- 
tember last,  the  grand  jury  sat  upon  near  500  indict- 
ments, comprehending  crimes  of  almost  every  kind, 
and  committed  by  persons  of  all  ages,  from  infancy 
to  hoary  years. 

The  slave  trade  has  been  “restored”  by  the  “royal 
Bourbons,”  under  its  old  arrangements  and  regula- 
tions. Let  Africa  “rejoice,”  and  humanity  “repose 
in  the  arms  of  its  legitimate  sovereign.” 

The  Milan  Courier  of  June  last  states  that  the 
pope  had  lately  paid  a visit  to  Charles  IV.  of  Spain, 
and  adds  very  gravely,  that  on  his  departure  he  per- 
mitted the  whole  royal  family  to  kiss  his  foot ! 

A contribution  of  one  million  of  dollars  was  exact- 
ed of  the  people  of  Cadiz,  to  accelerate  the  expedi- 
tion to  the  river  Plate. 

The  British  admiral  Bradley,  has  been  capitally 
convicted  of  forgery  in  England';  and  sentenced  to 
Botsny  Bay,  for  life. 

[If  this  had  happened  to  one  of  “Mr.  Madison's 
officers  /” j 

British  commerce.  The  trade  at  Malta  is  slated 
to  have  received  an  immense  impulse  from  situations 
whence  it  was  not  expected.  Thirty-five  ships  from 
Marseilles  have  delivered  their  cargoes  and  received 
their  returns,  with  which  they  have  taken  their 
departure.  A vessel  fully  laden  had  entered  the  port 
direct  from  the  Havanna. 

London,  August  24. — The  number  of  French  pri- 
soners who  have  been  sent  from  England  to  France 
since  the  conclusion  of  the  peace,  exceeds  sixty- 
seven  thousand  men.  It  is  said  that  only  thirteen 
continental  prisoners  of  war  (who  are  Poles)  now 
remain  in  this  country. 

A London  paper  says — The  oldest  Jesuit  in  the 
world  is  at  present  living  at  Perugia,  in  the  stale  of 
the  church.  This  is  father  Albert  de  Montauro. 
Ks  is  126  years  of  age,  and  took  the  vows  of  his  or- 
der on  the  2d  of  February  1724  ” 

British  empire. — Dr.  Colquhoun  computes  the  po- 
pulation of  the  British  empire,  after  being  reduced 
1,500,000  by  cessions,  at  59,655,000  souls.  The  com- 
pany’s possessions  in  the  East  Indies  he  reckons  at 
40,058,000;  of  whom  25,000,  or  the  one  sixteen 
hundredth  part  are  Britons. 

Mermaid. — The  British  public  have  been  amused 
with  a well-told  story  about  a mermaid  caught  on 
the  western  coast  of  Scotland — the  tale  lias  also 
been  published  in  most  of  our  papers.  The  thing  was 
well  enough,  and  had  only  the  fault,  like  the  “offi- 
cials” given  to  John  Bull , of  being  totally  false. 

'The pope.  We  learn  from  Rome,  that  in  a secret 
consistory  of  the  27lh  September,  the  holy  father 
pronounced  a very  pathetic  oration  on  the  miseltjef 


done  to  the  church  by  the  impious  man  of  these  lat 
ter  times,  and  on  the  extraordinary  and  providential 
events  which  have  gloriously  delivered  it.  His  holi- 
ness rejoiced  particularly  to  see  France  restored  to 
her  excellent  king,  to  her  very  Christian  king,  and 
entertained  the  most  happy  hopes  of  the  increase  of 
religion  in  that  fine  kingdom.  He  bestowed  the 
greatest  eulogies  on  the  courage,  the  piety,  and  the 
charity  of  the  French  ladies,  who,  during  the  perse- 
cution, were  entirely  employed  in  relieving  the  mi- 
nisters of  the  church  who  were  deprived  of  all 
means  of  existence.  His  holiness  speaking  after- 
wards Cf  the  good  which  he  has  effected  with  the 
assistance  of  God,  since  his  return  to  Rome,  announc- 
ed that  he  had  banished  all  the  secret  conventicles, 
which  were  not  less  fatal  to  the  state,  than  to  reli- 
gion ; that  he  had  revived  from  its  ashes  the  com- 
pany of  Jesus,  the  most  useful  of  religious  societies* 
to  extend  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  procure  the  sal- 
vation of  souls  ; that  he  had  opened  again  the  con- 
vents of  the  religious,  against  which  the  rage  of  the: 
persecutor  [Bonaparte]  was  so  violently  directed ; 
finally,  that  he  had  restored  the  holy  virgins,  whom 
impious  and  sacrilegious  hands  had  dragged  from 
their  cloisters. 

By  the  above  it  appears  that  the  Jesuits , famous  to 
a proverb  for  hypocricy  and  crime,  are  to  be  re« 
stored. 

Further  from  Rotne.  A late  London  paper  observes 
— “A  letter  from  Rome  gives  an  account  of  the  real 
motives,  which  actuated  his  holiness  the  pope  in  is- 
suing his  order  for  the  prohibition  of  freemason’s 
lodges:  “I  know  that  much  misconception  will  take 
place  as  to  the  motives  of  the  church  for  abolishing 
freemasonry  in  the  papal  dominions;  but  be  assured 
it  is  not  because  they  have  discovered,  or  because 
they  dread  any  treasonable  practices,  ag*ainst  the 
state  in  those  fraternities.  They  are  well  aware 
that  no  political  subjects  of  any  kind,  are  discussed 
in  the  meetings  of  lodges  of  the  free  masons.  No 
— the  dread  is  of  another  kind.  They  know  that 
the  principle  of  free-masonry  is  freedom  of  con- 
science, and  that  the  very  first  principle  it  inculcates 
is  that,  not  merely  of  universal  toleration,  but  of 
universal  religious  freedom;  for  they  assert  that  wor- 
ship is  acceptable  to  the  Divine  author  of  our  being 
which  is  contiite,  whatever  may  be  its  form.  Free- 
masonry, therefore,  embraces  the  members  of  all 
churches  and  sects;  but  it  is  not  a proselyting  fra- 
ternity. They  send  out  no  missioners-— they  admit 
none,  on  the  contrary,  without  strict  examination  as 
to  their  moral  character,  and  only  after  a long  ap- 
prenticeship; but  the  idea  of  their  inculcating  a no- 
tion, that  a protestant  as  well  as  a catholic  may  be 
saved,  is  so  abhorrent  to  the  views  of  the  mother 
church,  that  it  is  no  wonder  the  Holy  Father  should 
wish  to  extirpate  the  dangerous  brotherhood.” 

We  read  in  the  Italian  papers,  that  one  Besilac- 
qua,  a merchant,  has  fled  from  Rome  to  Naples,  in 
order  to  escape  the  inquisition,  and  that  his  proper- 
ty has  been  confiscated.  He  is  accused  of  being  a 
freemason. 

Let  the  people  “rejoice,”  for  the  rack  and  wheel  is 
prepared  by  the  “legitimate  sovereign.” 

Spanish  liberty.— “On  the  night  of  the  80th  Sep- 
tember, (says  a late  London  paper)  ninety  persons 
Were  arrested  at  Madrid  and  thrown  into  prisons* 
which  are  now  so  full  that  several  convents  have 
been  converted  into  goals,  to  immure  persons  susr 
pected  of  the  least  crime.” 

“Rejoice  Spain,  the  royal  line  now  reigns” — the 
son  of  the  adulterous-  wife,  of  the  late  king,  thus 
requites  your  loyalty  and  perseverance  in  your  cosi- 
test  with  France.  “Rejoice”  that  they  who  beat  the 
“usurper”  now  groan  io  dungeons — shout  loudly,  \ 
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ciuse  ths  inquisition  is  restore.!,  and  scoundrel  NAvs-sie,,,,.  0r  va.  n.,yiiw  or  Ms...  novel.  BraSbur,- 
priests  and  nobles  take  the  place  of  your  high  souled , ei-1  Co/iwim^n?  tI1lKrt0;s  Cbampion,  alley,  Coon- 


vernment  has  at  length  partially  succeeded  in  the 
introducing  of  the  European  system  of  discipline 
and  tactics  among  the  troops. 


The  bill  for  regulating  militia  drafts,  which  had 
passed  as  amended,  and  was  sent  to  the  senate,  being* 

returned,  (with  the  refusal  of  the  senate  to  aerree 
to  the  substitution  of  one  rear  as  the  term  of  service 
instead  of  two— and  to  authorise  the  president  to 
call  ou  the  militia  officers  to  supply  the  men  in  case 
, , , , . . . tl>e  governors  of  states  should  refuse  the  recmhdnnl 

The  senate  determined  to  insist  on  its  disagree-  was  taken  up,  and  the  house  refused  93  to  ' ' 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 


ment  to  the  amendments  of  the  house  to  the  militia  I cede  from  the 
draft  bill,  and  appointed  Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown  and 
German,  a committee  of  conference  thereon. 

Tuesday,  Dee.  27. — The  senate  m ide  several 
Amendments  to  the  bill  for  imposing  duties  on  cer- 
tain manufactures. 

IFecnesday,  Dec.  28. — The  message  from  the  house 
in  relation  to  their  disagreement  to  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  houses  on  the  militia  draft  bill,  was  taken 
up,  and  the  proposition  for  a further  conference 
thereon  being  under  consideration — 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  King  of  N.  Y.  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  to  the 
second  Monday  in  March  next — in  other  words,  to 
reject  the  bill:  which  motion  was  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 


YEAS— Messrs.  Chase,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gore,  Hor- 
sey, Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Robinson,  Thompson,  Var- 
num,  Well-.— 14. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Condit,  Gaillaird,  Lacoek,  Mor- 
row, Roberts,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Walker  Wharton— 13. 

H : sr.  op  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  following  are  the  yeas  and  nays  for  Mr. 
Yancey’s  motion  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  bill 
for  laying  a direct  tax  of  six  millions,  which  pledges 
its  continuance  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an 


T 6 to  re- 

several amendments  they  h id  made 
and  fur. her  resolved  to  insist  upon  them.  It  appears 
possible  that  this  bill  may  be  lost  between  the  two 
houses. 


1 he  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  which 
passed  this  house  supplementary*  to  the  25  mill, on 
and  three  million  loan  acts  was  taken  up  and  ag*-e~d 


to. 

Friday,  Dec.  23.  The  house  in  committee  of  the 
whole  took  up  the  bill  from  the  senate  to  establish  a 
Rational  Bank.  On  a motion  made  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  of  the  hill,  or,  in  other  words,  to  reject 
it,  the  yeas  were  50  nays  71.  The  amendments  Yv-0- 
posetl  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  were  *a- 
greed  to.  The  committee  reported  progress,  and. 
had  leave  to  sit  again.  ° 

Saturday  Dec  24.-Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  on  the  23d  nit.  the  re 
oori  of  the  secretary  of  war  relating  to  an  uniform 
system  of  discipline  for  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  reported  the  following  resolution  : 

‘‘Bcsahed  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  appoint  a board  of  officers  to  modify  “the  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  field  service  and  manoeuvres 
of  the  1 rench  infantry,  as  translated  bv  Macdonald 

SO  US  to  inairp*  tllem  — i _ • ., 


adequate  revenue  to  pay  the  expences  of  govern- if”  as  ' maKe  t,leip  correspond  with  the  orgamza- 
ment,  and  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  I tlo,1l  army  j the  United  Stales,  and  to  make 

debt,  &c.  decided  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  21.  I suc“  additions  and  retrenchments  as  may  be  thought 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alston,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bavlies  of  Mass.  Bowen.  Pr°Pei* ; and  to  lay  the  same,  as  S00I1  as  Pos^iblf 
r t,  Bradbury,  Burwell,  Butler,  C.illioun,  Clark,  Crawford,  Cul-  before  the  house-  * ^ Iuie» 


Bar 

pejier,  Denoyelles,  Desha.  Earle,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston,’  Glas- 
gow. Goodwvn,  Hale,  Hall,  Harris,  Henderson,  Humphreys,  Hul- 
bert,  Kennedy.  Kent  of  Mil.  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  Mass.  Kino- 


The  said  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
The  whole  of  die  d 


Chappell,  Cilley,  Clopton.  Comstock,  Condict,  Co:. aid,  Cooper. 

Cox-,  " — " •L'  ■ *■* — H - 

Davis 

Forsythe,  Geddes,  Gl 
brouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 


ay  was  consumed  in  the  dV 
amend  the 
ithout  giving 

made  in  the  committee  were 


urn,  wu|nuii'  ^unuuri,  v,o:<aru,  v^oopur,  . . , ^ vmiiJi  LlCC  were 

Creighton,  Cuthb-rt,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Mass.  1 !’eP°rteu  to  tile  house,  and  agreed  to  before 

of  Penn.  Duvall,  Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley  Fisk  of  N.Y.  house  adioureed.  & C C C 


, Gonrdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Has- 
Hopkins  of  Ken.  Howell,  Hubhard 


Ingersoll,  Ingham.  Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  R.  I.  Johnson  of  Vir., 
Johnson  of  Ken.  Kent  of  N.  Y.  Lovett,  Lyle,  M‘Cov,  M’K^  . M‘Kim, 
Moore,  Moseley,  'Market  h Nelson, 


M’Lean,  Miller,  Monrgom 
Newton,  Oakky,  Oi-mshy, 


As  amended,  the  bill  exhibits  the  foil,, wine  lea- 
tures,  viz.  ° 

The  capital  to  consist  of  % millions  of  dollars 
so  „ - ....  w _.r  Prided  into  shares  of  five  hundred  dollars  eacii- 

HMtrr,  John  Reed.  Wm.  Rted,  R.a  of  Penn.  Rich.  Ringgold,  SUOSCnbllble  and  payable  as  follows-  h”  ’ 

Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Schureman,  Sejbert,  Sheffey.lher-  ment  in  stock  to  W him!  I r V l,'eEme™- 
wood,  Shtpherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  N.  Y.  Smith  of  Penn.  Slay-  ’ Sl0CJ\  l°  J*-ar  interest  of  four  per  ceil',, 
maker,  Stockton, Sturges,  Taggart. Tannehill, Tavlor,  Thompson,  Pe1’  annum:  htteen  mi II tons,  by  individuals  tin*  r 
Troup,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Mass.  Ward  of  X.  J.  Webster,  mailling  lh.rty.five  millions  Pavable  Cui’  . ■ 

AV.Icox,  Wtlhams,  Wilson  of  Penn.  Wintcr.-105.  <•  / • V s*  ‘)J>a0'e  as  R>U0WS,  Vi/ 

Thurday,  Dec.  22.  The  bill  to  levy  a direct  tax  ® ^ Spe.?1'e’  tell  in  treasury 

of  6 millions  was  passed — ayes  106,  nays  53.  ' ! ^ }n  what  is  cat  led. 


AEAS — Messrs.  Alexander, 


! the  war-stock.  The  bank  to 


_ ...  „ , , Archer,  Avery,  Bard, t,.  . 

Barnett.  Bnjes,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell,  Caldwell.  Cal-  • tlons  as  SOOn  as  1 1,500,000  arc 


commence  its  opera- 
paid  in,  in  the  prr 
tes 


Cannou,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Clcndeuin,  Cojnstock. | portions  before  Pient'Otlcl  of  ♦ ’ P 

Condict.  Conard,  Coxe.  Craw/ord,  Creighton,  Cnthbm.  Dana, Davis 1 i , * * * * specie,  treasury  not 

of  Pa.  D:  noyelles,  D-sha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eopes,  Evans,  Farrow.  Stock. 

^Forney;  ForsyUie,  Fraiddin,  Other  amendments  were  proposed  to  X be.  bi’i 


G.iolson,  Goodwyn.  Gonrdin.  Grifliu,  Grosvenor,  Harris,  Has-  when  the  house  ■i,llnnrn#»rl  ‘ , 

broucK,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins,  of  Ky.  Howell,  Hubbard,  nen  IlOUSe  adjourned,  at  dusk.  Without  taking 
Humphreys.  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jolinson,  of  Va.  ^ question  on  the  bill’s  going  to  U third  read  inn- 
Johnson  of  Ky.  Kent  of  N.  Y.  Kent  of  Md.  Kut,  Kershaw,  Kil-  Montfuv,  December  26  Mr  Wo*  ’ , 

bourn,  King,  of  N.C.  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  M-Coy,  M‘Kee,  M‘Ki«n.  .,  “u  • , 11 ' *nfcer>°U  rose  to  make 


M Lean,  Montgomery,  Moon 


Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,' Oaklev,'  i ^^btion.  He  said  their  was  now  an  individual  in 
x ar.ver,  t .cKens,  nper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pen.  Rhea  of1  this  town,  by  tne  name  of  Matthew  Guv 
len.  Rich,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  vSkinner,  Smith  '<)'“  town  of  UumfiMec  natlVt-  °* 

of  X.  Y.  Sniitli,  of  Pa.  Smith,  of  Vaf  Stockton,  Tannehill,  Tav-  llh,,  , !GSj  ^ ^ an  extraordim.r/  act 

Wiuf Cr ( 3 'le 6ll0Ui>’  J,  VVHtmros, Wi£pn, of  *1?'^  ^n^her°ism,  had  himself  captured  a Dr.- 


-106. 


\ ofp^vT  and  four  British  serm^i. 


He  was  in  an 
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oyster  boat  in  the  neighborhood  of  Chippewanzie, 
into  which  he  was  pursued  by  a British  vessel ; and 
after  he  got  into  the  creek,  a barge  was  sent  after 
him  with  a midshipman  and  four  men.  Tins  indivi- 
dual finding  he  must  be  overtaken,  went  ashore  in  a 
small  skiff’,  and  concealed  himself  on  the  margin  of 
the  creek  with  his  duck-gun,  directing  a mulatto 
man,  who  was  the  only  person  in  company  with  him, 
to  pursue  his  way  up  the  creek.  The  mulatto  man 
accordingly  steered  up  the  creek,  under  a sharp  fi;e 
from  the  barge  which  was  in  pursuit.  When  the 
barge  passed  within  a Convenient  distance,  Mr.  Guy 
discharged  his  gun  with  such  steady  aim  at  it,  as  to 
wound  four  of  the  five  men  on  board,  who  imme- 
diately cried  for  quarter ; which  being  readily 
granted,  they  pushed  ashore  whilst  Guy  was  loading 
his  gun  a second  time.  On  finding  the  inferiority  of 
force  to  which  they  had  surrendered  their  arms,  the 
prisoners  were  disposed  to  attempt  a rescue  ; but 
their  captor  presented  his  piece  a second  time  at 
them,  and  they  deemed  it  proper  to  submit,  the  offi- 
cer and  three  others  being  already"  wounded.  The 
brave  man  who  performed  this  exploit  delivered  his 
prisoners  up  to  the  militia  in  St.  Mary’s  county,  by 
whom  they  had  been  brought,  o the  city.  Though 
this  case  did  not  come  within  the  letter,  he  said  it 
certainly  did  within  the  equity  of  the  law,  which  al- 
lows a bounty  of  100  dollars  on  every  prisoner  taken 
by  privateers  ; because  this  individual  had  redeem- 
ed from  captivity  one  of  our  naval  officers  and  four 
of  our  seamen  by  obtaining  the  means  of  their  ex- 
change— which  was  the  principle  on  which  the  act 
in  question  was  passed.  He  was  desirous  to  extend 
the  provision  of  that  bill  to  this  individual ; and 
therefore  moved  the  following  resolution  : 

“ Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  al- 
lowing a bounty  to  Matthew  Guy  for  five  English 
prisoners  captured  by  him.” 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  opposition. 

The  rest  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  discussing 
the  bill  to  establish  a national  bank. 

Tuesday , Dec.  27.  The  Speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a communication,  signed  by  the  acting  secre- 
tary of  state,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  at- 
torney general,  in  their  capacity  as  commissioners 
under  the  act  for  the  final  adjustment  and  settle- 
ment of  Yazoo  claims,  respectfully  representing, 
that,  as  the  day  approaches  for  the  execution  of  the 
duties  assigned  by  that  act,  they  become  more  and 
more  sensible,  that,  with  a due  attention  to  the  du- 
ties of  their  respective  offices,  they  cannot  do  jus- 
tice to  the  examination  of  such  numerous  and  con- 
flicting claims  as  will  present  themselves  for  exam- 
ination under  that  act;  and  suggesting  the  propriety 
of  the  establishment  of  a board  of  commissioners  ex- 
pressly for  that  object,  who  may  be  able  to  devote 
their  whole  attention  to  it.  The  letter  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Oakley , referred  to  a select  commit- 
tee. 

Mr. Troup  from  the  committee  of  conference  on 
the  disagreeing  vote  of  the  two  houses,  on  the  bill 
to  call  into  service  80,000  men,  as  to  the  time  of 
service  [1  year  fixed  by  the  house,  2 years  by  the 
senate]  proposed  to  substitute  the  term  of  eighteen 
months — which  the  house  refused  to  agree  to — for 
the  proposition  64,  against  it  73. 

The  second  proposition  of  the  committee  of  con- 
ferrence  is,  that  the  house  shall  recede  from  an  a- 
mendment — the  object  of  which  is  to  authorise  the  ex- 
ecutive, in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  governors 
of  the  states  to  execute  the  provisions  of  the  law, 
to  call  directly  on  the  militia  officers  of  the  states 
to  carry  them  into  effect. 


On  this  a considerable  debate  took  place — but 
the  bouse  refused  to  agree  to  it; — for  agreeing  69, 
against  it  80. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  bill  to  establish  a na- 
tional bank.  After,  some  motions  had  been  made, 
Mr.  Ingersol  moved  the  previous  question — carried 
72  to  70.  • 

A mol  ion  was  made  to  lay  the  bill  and  amendments 
on  the  table. 

The  chair  decided  (.Mr.  Macon,  in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Cheves,  occupying  the  chair)  that  the  motion 
was  not  in  order  ; inasmuch  as,  the  house  having 
•decided  that  the  main  question  shall  be  now  put, 
no  other  motion  can  obtain,  unless  a motion  to  ad- 
journ. 

An  appeal  was  made  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair  ; but  the  decision  was  confirmed,  108  to  36. 
After  a good  deal  of  time  spent  in  another  question 
of  order — 

The  main  question,  viz.  shall  the  amendments  be 
engrossed,  and,  together  with  the  bill,  be  read  a 
thirei  time  ? Was  put,  and  decided  as  follows  : 

YEA  S. —Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bradley,  Brown.  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell, 
Clark,  Clendenin,  Comstock,  Conard,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Dana, 
Davis,  of  Penn.  Denoyelles.  Duvall.  Earle,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk,  of 
N.Y.  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken.  Hubbard,  Ingersol!,  Ingham,  Irving,  Ir. 
win.  Kent,  of  Md.  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King,  of  N.  C.  LefTerts, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  M‘Coy,  M’Kee,  M’Lean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mur- 
free,  Nelson.  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rea,  of  Penn. 
Ritea,  Ten.  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson.  Sage.  Sharp,  Skinner, 
Smith,  of  Pen.  Smyth  of  Virg.  Strong,  Tnnnehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Udrce,  Ward,  of  N.  J.  Williams,  Wilson,  of  Penn.  Yancey— SI. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Baylies,  of  Mass.  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Brad- 
bury, Brigham,  Butler,  Caperton,  Champion.  Cilley,  Clopten, 
Cooper,  Coxe,  Crawford,  Davenport,  Davis,  of  Mass.  Desha.  Ely. 
Evans,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Hale,  Hall.  Henderson.  Hum- 
phreys, Jackson,  of  R.  I.  Johnson,  of  Virg.  Kennedy,  King,  of 
Mass.  Law,  Lovett*  Macon,  Miller.  Moseley.  Markell.  Newton,  Oak- 
ley, Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin.  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wm.  Reed, 
RuggJes,  Schureman,  Seybert.  Shefiey,  Sherwood,  Shipload,  Slay- 
niaker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Thompson,  Vosc,  Ward,  oi  Mass.  Web- 
ster, Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Mass.  Winter.— 62. 

So  th«  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a third  time  to. 
morrow  ; and  the  house  adjourned  [about  sun  down. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  28. — The  bill  to  establish  a na- 
tional bank-  being  announced  for  its  third  reading — 
was,  on  a motion  to  re-commit  it  to  a select  com- 
mittee for  certain  amendments — re-committed.  For 
re-commitment  79,  against  it  76. 

Thursday,  Dec.  30,  observes  the  National  Intel lr 
gencer,  was  the  most  boisterous  day  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  we  have  seen  for  two  years. 
The  bank  bill  having  again  come  before  the  house, 
was  attacked  with  tlia  most  determined  zeal  by  the 
opposition  side  of  the  house,  and  beset  with  every 
obstacle  that  they  could  throw  in  the  way  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  house.  By  the  aid  of  the  pre- 
vious question,  however,  the  bill  was  again  ordered 
to  a third  reading,  and  would  have  been  passed  last 
night,  but  for  the  evident,  determination  of  the  mi- 
nority to  tire  out  the  majority  by  desultory  debate. 

dj'Particulars  hereafter — the  bill,  probably,  passed 
the  next  day. 


Gen.  Scott.  The  legislature  of  Virginia  have 
named  a new  county  after  their  illustrious  citizen, 
maj.  gen.  Scott,  the  hero  of  Chippewa  and  Bridge- 

water. 

Retort  courteous.— The  honorable  Henry  Clay,  being  on  a tour 
through  the  chief  towns  of  the.  Netherlands,  we  understand  that  the 
affable  Henry  Gou! burn,  esquire,  one  of  the  British  commissioners 
at  Ghent,  forwarded  to  him  at  Brussels,  a London  paper  containing 
the  official  account  of  the  destruction  of  the  public  edifices  at 
Washington,  with  an  apology  suitable  to  the  occasion,  presuming  he 
woukl  through  that  channel  receive  the  latest  information  from 
America.  It  so  happened  that  the  honorable  Mr.  Clay  had  just 
received  the  Paris  Journals  containing  the  official  accounts  of  the 
defeat  of  the  British  forces  on  lake  Champlain,  which  he  enclosed 
to  the  honorable  Mr.  Goulbum,  villi  a similar  apology. 
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Tiie  “New  England  Convent  ion,”  No.  IV.  was  near- 
ly prepared  for  the  press  in  the  early  part  of  the 
week — Out,  on  account  of  the  great  length  to  which 
it  extended,  and  a desire  to  give  an  insertion  to 
Washington’ 8 plan  for  raising  an  army,  and  get  up 
our  “prize  lists”  so  long  neglected,  induced  its  postr 
ponement. 


Resources  of  Great  Britain. 

[The  following  is  from  the  same  hand  to  which  we 
were  indebted  for  the  article  in  our  last  number, 
headed  “Agriculture,  manufactures  and  com- 
merce,” and  will  amply  reward  the  reader,  curious 
of  fact  and  seeking  the  truth.} 

Is  there  not  some  mistake  in  supposing  that  it  is 
in  consequence  of  the  value  of  the  commerce  of 
i treat  Britain,  that  she  is  enabled  to  bear  the  enor- 
mous taxes,  duties,  excises  and  loans  that  the  pre- 
sent war  has  made  necessary — and  which  for  1810 
are  stated  as  follows  : 

Nett  revenue  payable  into  tiie  exche- 
quer for  1810,  # 311,344,695 

Loans  for  the  same  year,  59,922 ,777 

Poor  rates  for  1810'  28,860,000 

Amount  of  Tythes  22,220,000 


Emporium  Feby.p.  281.  $ 422,347,472 

I i the  same  work,  p.  241,  the  veal  value  of  the 
imports  and  exports  of  Great  Britain  are  given  as 


follows  : 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1805 

63,582,146  £ sterling,  51,109,131 

1806 

50,621,707 

53,028,881 

1807 

53,500,990 

5 0,482,661 
49,969,746 

1808 

55,718,698 

3809 

59,851,352 

66,017,712 

1810 

74,538,061 

' 62,702,409 

6)357,812,954 

6)333,310,540 

Average 

59,635,492 

55,551,757 

Averaged  annual  excess  of  imports  for  six  years, 
^4,083,735 — excess  of  imposts  in  6 years  24,502,4 10i£ 
which  is  equal  to  108,790,700  dollars. 

If  these  statements  be  correct  in  the  work  they 
are  extracted  from,  and  they  are  given  on  good  autho- 
rity, it  seems  pretty  clear  that  the  balance  of  trade 
in  those  years  could  have  given  no  aid  in  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  expences.  But  we  find  in  the 
same  work,  p.  258,  that  in  the  above  6 years  there 
was  raised  for  the  public  service  the  prodigious  sum 
of  515,372,323^.  sterling,  equal  to  2,228,253,114 
dolluiT,.  As  it  appears  from  what  is  above  stated, 
that  no  relief  for  the  public  burdens  was  obtained 
from  a favorable  balance  of  trade,  even  if  we  admit  a 
mercantile  profit  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  exports  as 
supposing  the  whole  to  have  been  exported  in  Bri- 
tish ships,  which  was  not  the  fact — for  by  the  same 
work,  p.  248  it  appears  that  the  tons  of  shipping 
which  cleared  from  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  in 
the  jears  1806,  7,  8,  9,  10  and  11,  were  “British 
8,944,694  tons”  and  “foreign  4,016,552  tons.” — 
Where,  then,  are  we  to  look  for  the  means  of  pay- 
ing those  prodigious  sums  of  money,  constantly 


Great  Britain  (1805)  including  “revenues,  resources* 
and  earnings  of  individuals,  of  every  discretion  at 
1,078, 920, 0w0  dollars,”  and  the  “British  manufac- 
tures* for  home  consumption , at  408,982,816  dollars.’* 
“The  real  and  personal  property  in  Great  Brita^  at 
13,320,000,000  dollars” — and  the  whole  circulating 
paper  medium  at  4,570,333,417  dollars.  All  the  dif- 
ficulty of  accounting  for  how  that  government  can 
raise  such  immense  sums  of  paper,  may  seem  to  be 
obviated  if  we  can  suppose  the  credit  of  the  paper 
medium  to  be  kept  up  ; 422  millions  of  dollars  per 
aim.  being  but  about  a tenth  part  of  the  amount  of 
their  paper  money.  If  then  the  government  of  that 
country  lay  their  taxes  judiciously  (and  there  is  no 
doubt  but  that  that  great  art  is  brought  to  perfection 
there)  and  so  contrive  the  disbursements  of  them, 
that  they  will  be  principally  expended  within  the 
realm  ; that  for  any  part  of  the  war  expences,  or 
those  of  trade,  or  of  civil  government,  for  which 
they  are  obliged  to  make  payments  out  of  the  king- 
dom, they  can  keep  up  such  a surplus  of  labor,  in 
the  shape  of  exports,  as  will  discharge  those  pay- 
ments— it  seems  probable  the  nation  may  continue, 
while  this  paper  retains  its  credit,  to  hear  such 
enormous  expenditures — but  it  is  a fickle  foundation 
resting  entirely  upon  that  credit. 

It  also  appears  by  the  same  work,  (Emporium)  p. 
250,  “that  the  paper  currency  had  depreciated  35 
per  cent.”  This  circumstance  must  create  a necessity 
for  heavier  taxes  and  greater  loans  to  me#t  a corres- 
pondent rise  in  the  price  of  every  article  to  be  pur- 
chased with  paper;  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  to 
meet  the  fall  in  the  value  of  that  paper. 

If  the  history  of  the  depreciation  of  our  continen- 
tal money  could  be  a rule  whereby  to  calculate  the 
final  extinction  of  the  British  paper,  we  might  fix 
upon  some  data  to  ascertain  the  period  of  its  circu- 
lation ; but.  all  the  powers  of  a strong  government 
are  on  the  side  of  the  British  paper,  whereas,  there 
was  no  power  to  support  the  continental  paper.  We, 
therefore,  can  draw  ho  conclusions  from  its  fate  to 
predict  tiie  fate  of  that  of  Great  Britain.  That,  in 
time,  its  credit  will  be  finally  destroyed,  there  can 
be  little  doubt  ; as  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  200 
millions  a year  can  be  added  without  sinking  its  va- 
lue. Its  period,  then,  may  arrive  either  by  domestic 
convulsions,  or  when  their  commerce  will  no  longer 
pay  the  balance  due  on  their  trade  and  expeditions 
to  other  countries.  That  day  had  arrived  in  the 
years  we  have  stated,  and  accordingly  their  paper 
was  diminished  in  value — but  during  that  period 
merchants  and  manufacturers  accumulated  great 
stocks,  which  now  they  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
disposing  of  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  by  this 
operation  reverse  the  balance  of  trade  and  render  it 
favorable.* 


* It  would  rather  appear  that  an  effect  the  reverse 
of  this  has  been  experienced  by  the  peace  in  Europe. 
During  the  war,  it  seems,  immense  sums  of  money 
from  the  continent  had  been  invested  in  the  British 
funds  for  security;  which  are  now  drawing  out  of  the 
country,  to  a considerable  depression  in  the  price 
of  the  stocks.  Thus,  at  least,  it  is  that  the  minis- 


terialists account  for  the  fall  of  the  funds  ; being 
levied  on  that  people  ? The  same  work,  page  280,  j unwilling  to  admit  that  the  war  with  America  has 
states — “the  whole  annual  income  of  the  people  of  any  material  effect  upon  them.— Ed.  Rxg, 
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But  what  we  set  out  with  was  an  idea  that  ii  w*s 
not  the  commerce  of  Great  Biitain  that  the  nation 
relied  on  for  the  payment  of  its  immense  taxes  ; and 
it  seems  clear,  in  the  years  A'e  have  stated,  com- 
merce brought  no  relief— indeed  was  a burden  on 
the  nation  1 energy:  but  their  agriculture  md  ma- 
nufactures— their  vast  mass  of  real  and  personal 
property,  and,  above  all,  their  four  thousand 
millions  of  nominal  money,  were  truly,  it  would 
seem,  resources  upon  which  the  government  c.lcu 
lated — for  by  their  taxes,  duties  and  excises  it  was 
necessary  only  to  cause  one  fifth  part  of  this  nominal 
money  to  pass  through  the  treasury  and  they  hid 
800  millions  at  command.  But  supposing  a further 
depreciation  of  paper  money  to  50  per  cert.  they 
must,  in  that  case,  cause  1000  millions  to  go  the 
same  rounds,  and  so  on  to  ihe  end  of  the  cbupt  r, 
Winch,  probably,  cannot  be  a long  one ; for  it  is  ■ 
sword  that  cuts  both  Ways — as,  while  the  deprecu 
tion  continues,  the  necessity  of  higher  taxes  and  more 
issues  of  paper  money  will  Continually  press  upon 
them,  until  the  vviioh-  system  mus  t’.li  from  mere 
decrepitude — an  incapacity  of  performing  what  it 
Used  io  perform. 

If  this  reasoning  is  just  it  would  seem  that  com- 
merce, as  a national  benefit,  rm.y  be  estimated  abov* 
its  real  value — holding  but  an  inferior  place  to  either 
agriculture  or  manufactures. 


American  Prizes. 

Continued  from  [ootoher  28,  to  December  31, 

1814] PAGE  121 

The  winds  nnd  seas  are  Br-iain’s  wide  »loniain, 

And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission  spreads !” 

British  Naval  Register. 
££/■  These  lists  only  include  such  enemy  vessels  a* 
safely  arrive  in  our  ports,  or  are  sunk  or  burnt,  or 
otherwise  “ satisfatorily ” accounted  for.  A record 
of  all  the  prizes  heard  of  will  be  kept  from  the 
1st  inst.  and  those  re -ciiptured  be  published  occa- 
sionally in  separate  lists. 

1293.  Brig  Concord,  captured  by  a letter  of  marque 
of  Wilmington,  N.  C.  divested  and  made  a cartel  of. 

1294.  Brig  Speculation  from  Lauzarote  for  Lon- 
don, captured  by  the  Grampus,  of  Baltimore,  d ivest- 
ed and  being  an  old  vessel,  given  up  to  die  prisoners, 

The  Grampus  has  arrived  at  New  York,  with  the 
loss  of  her  captain,  that  excellent  seaman  and  wor- 
thy man,  John  Murphy,  and  one  seaman,  in  a contest 
with  a British  sloop  of  war  off  the  Canaries,  disguis- 
ed as  a merchantman,  from  whom,  however,  she 
escaped  by  desperately  daring  exertion. 

2295.  Brig  Sir  John  Sherbrooke,  12  guns,  from 
Halifax  for  Alicant,  laden  with  fish  md  oil,  captur- 
ed  by  the  Syren  of  Baltimore,  and  plumped  on  shore, 
at  Rockaway,  N.  J.  to  avoid  a recapture  by  the 
blockading  squadron  off  Ne.w-York.  On  abandoning 
her,  die  prize  crew,  set  her  ou  fire,  and  she  was  burnt. 
Her  rmament,  &c.  was  saved. 

1296  Ship  Adventure,  of  Liverpool,  captured  by 
the  U.  S.  brig  Syren,  off  the  African  coast. 

1297.  Ship  Farmer,  from  England  for  Halifax, 
cap  u red  by  the  Mammoth  of  Baltimore,  off  the 
Brit  ish  coast  and  destroyed. 

1298.  Ann  and  Eliza,  from  Newfoundland  for  Me 
ramachi,  captured  by  do.  attd  do. 

1299.  Ship  Urania,  from  do.  captured  by  do.  and 
do. 

1300.  Ship  Anisby,  from  Quebec  for  Barbadoes, 
Captured  by  do.  and  do. 

1301.  Eli2a,  from  Newfoundland  for  Prince  Ed- 
ward’s island,  captured  by  do.  and  given  up. 

1302.  Ship  Dobson,  from  Cork  for  Quebec.,  -cap- 

luted  by  the  same*  and  burnt.  .. 


L>u3  S • iust,  from  E>  . land  for  Quebec,  c pti:re£ 
by  tin  same,  divested  and  made  a cartel  of.  She 
has  ar  ved  at.  Liverpool. 

T ut  Mammotn,  when  last  heard  of  (and  we  h ve 
the  account  of  her  from  Liverpool)  h.d  d--  i out 
7 'Xe;  ks»  an(l  nnuie  16  prizes.  She  ctuized  17  d.«ys 
ofr  Cape  Clear.  Ireland.  Sever  ) v lu  oh-  \i  .-sel* 
had  been  manned  tor  ihe  Unn«*o  S:  i«-: . We  shall 
have  a better  account  of  her  her-  tier. 

1304.  Sloop  Christianna,  of  Kilkadee,  Scotland, 
capture0  by  :he  Chassnir  of  Baltimore  and  made 
a cartel  of. 

1305.  B*1#  Prudence  of  Aberdeen,  from  the  island, 
of  L.*uz:ir°  e for  London,  with  barilla  and  wine* 
captured  by'  sane-  and  burnt. 

f3o6.  Shop  Favorite,  fro r.-  the  same  for  the  same,- 
lade  n wdh  t he  s m , Captured  by  do.  and  do. 

13 07.  Bng  Marquis  Cornwallis,  from  the  s me  for 
the  same,  captured  by  the  same  anu  being  of  little 
value,  rn^de  v cartel  of 

1308  Bug  Alert,  of  Pool,  from  Newfoundland 
wiih  i.in,*er,  captured  by  the  same  and  burnt. 

1309  Brig  Harmony,  of  Aberdeen,  from  New-* 
f'-unuiand  for  London,  captured  the  same  and  made 

ca  1 of. 

1310.  S.inp  Carlbury,  of  London,  from  Jamaica, 
with  n immense  cargo  of  cotton,  cocoa,  hides,  mdi- 
g«t,  &c.  Cup nired  by  the  same,  divested  of  237 
ioon>  of  indigo  and  ordered  into  port.  [As  he  Cl.r.s- 
seur  has  arrived,  we  consider  the  Carl  miry,  as  a 
good  prize,  the  indigo  being  worth  about  $50,000  ] 

The  Chasseur,  aiso  c ptur^ri  and  manned  the  va- 
luable orig  Eclipse,  (14  guns  arrived,- at  New  York 
and  already  accounted  for)  ; brig  Commerce,  a va- 
luable vessel,-  laden  with  fish;  the  brig  Ante  lope* 
eight  18lb  carronades  and  a long  Tom,  (without  re- 
sistance) from  Havana,  with  9(i0  boxes  of  sugar  ? 
.the  schooner  Fox,  laden  with  fish  ; brig  Atlantic, 
of  London,  8 guns,  and  ship  James  of  do.  12  guns, 
in  company , from  the  River  Piute,  with  great  cargoes 
of  hides,  tallow,  bark,  furs,  &c.  ship  Theodore,  of 
Liverpool,  8 guns,  from  Marenham,  with  1600  bales 
of  cotton  ; brig  Amicus,  of  Liverpool,  from  Lisbon, 
with  wool,  fruit,  and  2 bales  of  woolens — and  several 
other  vessels,  making  eighteen  in  the  whole.  Cap- 
tain Boyle  brought  in  43  prisoners,  and  parolled  150, 
during  his  cruize  of  three  months.  If  the  Chasseur 
had  been  an  United  States  vessels,  acting  under  the 
orders  to  “sink,  burn  and  destroy,”  the  certain  loss 
to  the  enemy  would  have  exceeded  a million  and  a 
half  of  dollars.  A-s  war  is,  emphatically,  a conies',  to 
see  “who  can  do  the  other  the  most  harm,”  let  those? 
who  manage  its  business  think  of  this.  It  is  true, 
we  are  much  more  willing  that  the  whole  should  ar- 
rive in  our  ports  ; but  this  we  cannot  hope  for.  Some 
of  them  probably  will,  and  in  any  event,  the  Chas- 
seur has  made  a profitable  cruize.  She  is  a formida- 
ble vessel,  carry  ing  16  long  12’s. 

Captain  Boyle  while  sailing  round  the  coasts  of 
Great  Britain,  had  many  “hairbreadth  ’scapes.”  He1 
was  once  so  near  a frigate  as  to  exchange  broadsides 
with  he? ! A ' another  time  hi  was  nearly  surrounded 
by  t wo  frigates  and  two  mad  of  war  brig. — and  was 
ofen  chased,  but  easily  out -manoeuvred  them  all, 
though  by  a ball  from  a frigate  he  had  three  men 
wounded.  While  off  England  he  issued  the  following 
proclamation,  and  by  a c rtel  sent  it  to  London,  with 
orders  to  have  it  st.uc  k tip  at  Lloyd’s  coffee  house  ! 
by  Thomas  Boyle , Esq.  commander  of  the  private 
armed  brig  Chasseur,  &c. 

PROCLAMATION. — Whereas  it  has  become  cus- 
tomary with  the  admirals  of  Great  Britain,  com- 
manding small  forces  on  the  coast  of  the  United 
Stales,  particularly  with  sir  John  Borlaise  Warren, 
.Ti«d  sfr  AlcKfutder  Cochrane,  to  declare  all  the  coast 
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at'  the  said  United  States  in  a state  of  strict  and 
rigorous  blockade  without  possessing  the  power  to 
ju  fy  such  a declara'ion,  or  stationing  an  adequate 
force  to  maintain  said  bloc  kade. 

1 do,  therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  autho- 
r'd' - me  vested  (possessing  sufficient  force)  de- 
claim all  the  ports,  harbours,  bays,  creeks,  rivers, 
inlets,  outlets,  islands  and  sea  coast  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  G Britain  and  Ireland,  in  a state  of 
Strict  and  rigorous  blockade.  And  I do  further  de- 
clare, that  I consider  the  force  under  my  command, 
adequate  to  maintain  strictly,  rigoroulv  and  effec- 
tually the  said  blockade.  And  I do  hereby  require 
the  respective  officers,  whether  captains,  command- 
ers or  commanding  officers  under  my  command, 
employed  or  to  be  employed  on  the  coast  of  Eng- 
land, Ireland  and  Scotland,  to  pay  strict  attention  to 
the  execution  of  this  my  proclamation.  And  I do 
hereby  camion  and  forbid  the  ships  and  vessels  of 
all  and  every  nation  in  amity  and  pence  with  the 
United  States  from  entering  dr  attempting  to  enter* 
or  from  com-ng  or  attempting  to  come  out  of 
anv  of  the  said  ports,  harbours,  bays,  creeks,  rivers, 
inlets,  outlets,  islands,  or  sea  coast,  under  any  pre- 
tence whatsoever.  And  that  no  person  may  plead 
ignorance  of  this  mv  proclamation,  I have  ordered 
the  same  to  be  made  public  in  England. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  he  Chasseur,  day 
and  date  as  above.  THOMAS  BOYLE. 

By  com  mand  of  the  commanding  officer. 

J.  J.  STANS  BURY,  Sec'y. 
1311,  1312,  1313*  1314,  1315,  1316,  1317,  1318, 
1-319,  1320,  1321,  fourteen  vessels,  viz.  brig  Sea 
Slower,  from  St.  Johns  to  Barbadoes;  brig  Stranger, 
from  Buenos  Ayres  to  Greenock;  sloop  Fortitude* 
from  Liverpool  to  London;  brig  Venus,  from  Bor- 
deaux to  London;  brig  Diana,  from  Liverpool  to 
Quebec;  sloop  Leith  Packet,  from  Teneriffe  to  Dub- 
lin; William  and  Ann,  from  Glasgow  to  Jamaica; 
Peggy  and  Jane,  do.  do;  barque  William*  from  St. 
Andrew’s  to  Greenock-ship  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  from 
Quebec  to  Glasgow;  brig  Bellona,  from  Cette  to 
Hamburg;  brig  Triton,  from  St.  Johns  to  Lisbon; 
br:g  Duck,  from  Fort-en-Ventura  to  Tenenffe; 
ship  Mary,  from  Point  Petre,  Guadaloupe,  for  Ha- 
lifax, captured  by  the  United  States  sloop  of  war 
Peacock,  capt,  Warrington,  during  a cruise  of  near- 
ly five  months,  on  the  coasts  of  England,  Ireland, 
Surriaam,  &c.— all  sunk  or  burnt,  except  two  of 
little  value  tliat  were  made  cartels  of.  Tiid  proper- 
ty destroyed  is  estimated  to  have  been  worth 
494,222  dollars.  Fsr  particulars  see  the  official 
letter  of  capt.  Warrington  to  the  secretary  of  the 
navv.  The  Peacock  lost  but  one  man  [and  by  sick- 
ness] during  her  cruise.  Three  of  her  pi’izes  have  al- 
ready been  noticed  in  our  lists,  and  arc,  therefore, 
not  counted  now.  Those  vessels  were  laden  with 
‘—1,  codfish;  2,  hides  and  tallow;  3,  salt;  4,  -barley, 
oats,  brandy,  cork;  5,  salt;  6,  Teneriffe  wine;  7, 
coals;  8,  coal,  crates  and  glass;  9 timber;  10,  lum- 
ber; 11,  brandy*  wine  and  verdigrease;  12',  fish; 
13,  cargo  not  stated;  14,  sugar,  coffee,  rum  and 
molasses.  They  carried  in  the  whole  30  guns,  and 
150  men. 

1322.  Privateer  Thin ks-I-td-*nyself  2 guns,  20  men, 
captured  by  the  Dash  of  Portland  and  brought  into 
that  port. 

1323-  Schooner  Britanh,  in  ballast,  commanded 
by  captain  Freeman*  late  of  the  privateer  Liverpool 
packet,  captured  by  the  Harpy  of  Baltimore  and 
bunn. 

1324.  Brig  Halifax  Packet,  from  Aberdeen  for 
Halifax,  with  a valuable  cargo  of  dry  goods,  hard- 
ware and  sundri-s,  captured  by  the  same,  divested 
of  her  richest  articles  and  arrived  at  Portsmcmlh, 


QCj’Tho  Ii.rpy  sailed  from  and  has  returned  to 
Portsmouth  N.  H afier  a cruise  of  twenty  days  la- 
den with  the  choisest  spoils  of  the  foe,  ;*nd  sixty 
prisoners.  Besides  the  above  she  captured  the  trans- 
port ship  Amazon,  6 guns,  18  men,  an  elegant  ves- 
sel, from  London  for  Halifax  with  a cargo  of  beef* 
pork,  bread  and  flour.  Also  the  transport  ship 
Budges,  44$  tons,  6 18ib  carronudes,  with  a mighty 
cargo  of  rum,  brandy,  beef,  pork,  flour  and  bread 
—noth  which  were  manned  and  ordered  into  port  — 
Among  the  prisoners  brought  in  are  two  ma  jors  and 
several  Other  officers.  These  three  vessels  belonged 
to  the  fleet  that  lately  sailed  from  Portsmouth,  Eng. 
of  which  the  great  prize  James  (see  No.  1290)  wad 
one.  The  prizes  of  the  Harpy  may  be  moderately 
valued  at  4 or  500*000  dollars — ahd  we  hope  for  their1 
arrival. 

1325.  Brig  Harvest,  laden  with  fish,  furs,  &c.  3enfc 
into  an  eastern  port  by  the  York  of  Baltimore. 

1326.  Schooner  Prince  Regent  with  380  bbls  ale- 
wives  and  a quantity  of  salmon,  sent  in  bv  the  Dash 
of  Portland. 

1327.  Privateer  Retaliation,  5 guns,  20  men* 
captured  near  Barnstable  (Mass.)  by  the  sloop  Two 
Friends,  fitted  out  for  the  occasion,  and  manned  by 
volunteers.  By  good  management  she  was  taken  by 
complete  surprise,  and  carried  without  resistance; 

1328.  Brig  Commerce,  a very  valuable  vessel,  cop- 
pered and  copper  fastened,  laden  with  fish  and  oil* 
sent  into  Charleston,  S.  C.  by  the  Chasseur  of  Balti- 
more. 

1329.  Sloop  Farmer  with  flour  and  wheat,  capture 
ed  by  tiie  Mammoth  of  Baltimore,  and  sunk; 

1330.  Brig  Britannia,  for  Liverpool,  laden  with 
lumber,  captured  by  the  same  and  burnt. 

1331.  Schoonfer  Two  Brothers,  laden  with  fish* 
captured  by  the  same  and  made  a cartel  of. 

1332.  Brig  Ann  Eliza,  for  Merinmehe,  in  ballast* 
captured  by  the  same  and  burnt. 

1333.  Brig  Uniza,  for  the  same,  in  ballast,  captured 
by  ditto  and  ditto. 

1334.  Brig  Ansler,  fropi  Quebec  for  Barbadoes* 
with  horses  and  lumber,  captured  by  the  same  amt 
scuttled. 

1335.  Brig  Sarah,  from  Cork  for  Merimache,  with 
600  bbls.  flour*  captured  by  the  same  and  burnt. 

1336.  Brig  Sir  Home  Popham,  with  fruit,  captu- 
red by  the  same,  and  ditto. 

1337.  Schooner  Rapid,  from  Newfoundland  foiv 
Lisbon,  with  fish,  captured  by  the  same  and  !>u  at. 

1338.  Ship  Champion*  from  London  for  Quebec* 
with  dry  goods,  captured  by  the  same,  divested  of 
her  cargo  (worth  from  80  to  100,000  dollars)  and 
made  a cartel  of. 

1339.  1340.  Two  other  vessels  capthred  by  the? 
same  and  destroyed. 

The  Mammoth  also  captured  and  Ordered  in,  the 
barque  Mary*  brigs  Alexander  and  Charlotte  anrl 
the  ship  Mentor,  with  valuable  cargoes — and  gaV2$ 
wp  the  schooner  Thomas,  Good  Intent,  and  brigs 
Joseph  and  Eliza.  She  made  twenty-one  prizes  ii* 
all,  and  paroled  about  300  prisoners.  'File  private*;* 
has  arrived  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  full  of  rich  spoil. 

1341.  Schooner  — , frorfi  Halifax  for  Ctmine$ 

with  a cargo  of  dry  goods,  captured  by  a custom  * 
house  barge*  and  sent  into  Camden,  Maine.  It  \'l 
stated  that  <£’20,000  were.offered  for -irer  ransom  and 
refused  by  the  captors. 

1342.  “Ms  majesty's ” sloop  of  war  Avon,  rated 
at  18  guns,  sunk  by  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  IVaspv 
of  the  same  fate,  afier  an  action  of  46  minutes*  LiV 
which,  according  to  the  British  account,  they  hst 
thirty  men  killed  and  f ounded ; We  had  only  ttvcf 
.killed  and  one  stjgMIy  \v6un<fo&  For 

see  official  account* 
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■ 1343.  Brig  Atalanta,  253  tons,  (formerly  the  ele- 
gant schooner  Siro,  of  Baltimore)  coppered  and 
found  in  the  best  manner,  and  laden  wilh  an  exceed- 
ingly rich  cargo  of  wines,  brandy,  silks,  cambricks, 
and  dry  goods — from  Bordeaux  for  Pensacola,  cap- 
tured by  the  U.  S,  sloop  of  War  Wasp,  and  sent  into 
Savannah. 

(CP  The  cargo  of  the  ship  James,  prize  to  the 
Portsmouth,  see  No.  1290,  as  advertised  bv  the  mar- 
shal, consists  of  250  packages  of  British  drygoods, 
containing  a prodigious  variety  of  valuable  articles  ; 
32  pipes  Holland  gin,  40  pipes  brandy;  32  do.  red 
wine;  60  puncheons  rum  ; 25  boxes  raisins  ; 40  bags 
pepper ; 12  chests  tea ; 80  casks  gun-powder ; 6 
bags  nuts  ; 2 cases  almonds  ; 140  cases  pickles  ; — 
besides  packages  of  fish  sauce,  mustard,  glass, 
corks,  nails,  &c.  &c.  &c.  2 printing  presses,  2 fonts 
of  type,  &c  &, c.  The  James,  as  to  goods,  was  a 
sort  of  JVoatis  Ark.  We  do  not  believe  her  invoice 
was  over-rated  when  given  at  <£100,000  sterling. — 
This  is  touching  John  Hull  in  a very  tender  place. 

1344.  The  valuable  brig Europa,  eight  18  pound 
carronades,  2 long  9’s,  and  22  men,  with  175  tons 
of  sweet  oil,  &c.  sent  into  a southern  port  by  the 
Patapsco  of  Baltimore.  She  was  from  Malta  for 
London,  before  the  “Yankee”  changed  her  desti- 
nation. 

1345.  Brig  Canada,  10  guns,  from  Bermuda,  la- 
den with  300  puncheons  of  mm,  sent  into  Wilming- 
ton, N.  C.  by  the  Lawrence  of  Baltimore. 

1346.  Schooner  Fox,  , a tender  of  the 

Ramifies,  brought  into  Newbern,  N.  C.  by  the  crew- 
in  distress.  She  had  on  board  only  8 men;  the  great- 
er part  of  her  original  compliment  hud  perished. — 

1347-  Brig  William,  laden  with  194,087 

lbs  of  gum,  worth  from  50  to  60,0u0  dollars,  sent 
into  Newbern  by  the , of  Baltimore. 

1348.  I’rig  Lwlice,  7 men,  90  tons,  with  a cargo  of 
pork,  captured  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Wasp,  and  burnt. 

134-9.  Brig  Bon  Accord,  131  tons,  7 men  from 
Seville  for  London,  with  a cargo  of  Merino  wool, 
fruits  and  wine,  captured  by  the  same  and  sunk. 

1350.  Transport,  brig  Mary,  10  men,  2 guns,  151 
tons,  laden  with  ordnance  and  military  stores,  cap- 
tured by  the  same,  being;  cut  out  from  a convoy  of 
a 74  and  a bomb  vessel,  and  burnt  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy. 

1351.  Brig  Three  Brothers,  7 men,  114  tons,  with 
lime,  captured  by  the  same  and  burnt. 

1852.  Brig  Bacchus;  11  men,  2 guns,  169  tons, 
lucl'-’U  with  fish,  from  Gibraltar,  captured  by  the 
same  and  destroyed. 

1253.  Ship  Ann  Dorothy,  with  a cargo  of  hides, 
tallow,  Sec.  sent  into  Boston,  by  the  Saratoga,  of 
New  York — valuable.  This  vessel  had  been  cap- 
tured by  tne  Saratoga,  and  recaptured  by  the  Maid- 
stone frigate,  was  re-re-captured  by  the  David  Por- 
ter, and  is  now  satisfactorily  accounted  for.  Her 
cargo  consists  of  500  marquaters  [packages  in  raw 
hides]  of  tallow,  17,270  ox  hides,  28  bales  horse 
hides,  2 do.  chichille  skins,  164  buck  skins,  and 
cannot  afford  less  clka r profii  Ilian  from  100  to 
120,000  dollars.  A very  clever  “comfortable”  matter. 

(Vj’Tiie  privateer  Saratoga  has  returned,  after  a 
cruise  of  110  days,  during  which  she  captured,  the 
schr,  Mary,  cargo  fish.  Brig  Swiftsure,  12  321b 
eaivonrules,  and  2 long  9’s,  and  schr.  James,  6 121b. 
carronades,  and  2 1810.  ditto,  both  laden  with  fish. 
Being  in  copnpany,  they  made  battle,  but  were  soon 
compelled  to  strike  their  colors.  Ship  Ann  Dorothy, 
arrived,  see  No.  1253.  Ship  Enterprise,  from  Goree 
for  Loudon,  with  a cargo  of  hides,  ivory,  &c.  schr. 
Mary,  with  fish — all  which  were  manned  ^nd  order- 
ed for  the  United  States.  The  privateer  has  brought 
in  sotnc  indigo,  ivory  and  furs. 


The  privateer  Syren,  of  Baltimore,  returning  from 
a cruise  was  chased  off  New  York,  and  lost  on  mak- 
ing the  Delaware,  Nov.  16,  being  run  ashore  by 
the  pilot;  where  she  was  attacked  by  ihree  barges 
from  a razee  at  anchor,  which  were  kepi  at  bay 
for  two  hours;,  but  finding  no  chance  of  escape,  the 
■privateer  was?  set.  on  fire,  and  her  crew  (only  20  in 
number  with  6 prisoners  in  charge)  reached  the 
New-Jersey  shore  in  safety.  One  of  tne  enemy's- 
barges  is  said  to  have  sunk.  The  Syren  has  cap- 
tured and  manned  several  valuable  vessels. 

1354.  Brig  Hiram  from  Liverpool,  last  from  Cork, 
with  a convoy  from  which  she  separated  in  a gsle, 
bound  for  St.  John’s,  with  a cargo  of  dry  goods, 
crockery,  cordage,  &.c.  captured  by  the  David  Por- 
ter of  Boston,  divested  of  goods  to  the  value  of 
100,000$)  and  given  up. 

The  David  Porter  has  arrived  at  Boston  with  her 
rich  spoils,  after  a cruize  of  only  fifteen  days,  during 
which  she  captured  the  Hiram,  re-captured  the  ship 
Dorothy  Ann  (1353)  and  captured  two  valuable  brigs,- 
which  she  ordered  into  port. 

1355.  Brig  Nancy,  from  Leghorn,  with  an  ex- 
ceding  rich  cargo  of  silks,  oil,  sulphur,  marble,  &c. 
sent  in  o New  York,  by  the  famous  privateer  Scourge 
of  that  port. 

1356.  Ship  Lord  Ilood,  from.  Quebec  for  London, 
captured  by  the  same  and  burnt. 

1357.  Brig  Trident-,  from  ditto  for  ditto,  captured 
by  ditto  and  ditto. 

1358.  Brig  Haddock,  from  ditto  for  ditto,  captur- 
ed by  ditto  and  ditto. 

1359.  Brig  Belfield,  from  ditto  for  ditto,  captured 
by  ditto  and  ditto. 

1360.  Brig  Susan  and  James, i captured  by  the 
Fox  of  Portsmouth  and  burnt. 

1361.  Schooner  Retrieve,  captured  by  ditto  and 
ditto. 

1362.  Brig  Concord,  captured  by  ditto  and  made 
a cartel  of. 

1363.  Brig  Cossack,  laden  with  wine,  sent  into 
Boston,  by  the  Surprize  of  Baltimore.  This  vessel-, 
had  been  captured  by  the  Grand  Turk,  of  S*Jem, 
re-captura  1 by  the  Bulwark,  74,  and  taken  again 
and  sent  into  port  by  the  Surprize. 

1364.  Schooner  Pink,  captured  by  the  Grand 
Turk  of  Salem,  and  sunk. 

1365.  Brig  Brothers,  from  St.  John's  for  Liver- 
pool, with  lumber,  captured  by  ditto  and  ditto. 

1366.  Brig  Belgrade  from  Malta  for  Falmouth, 
captured  by  the  same,  divested  of  some  guns,  &c 
and  permitted  to  proceed. 

1367.  Brig  Robert. Stewart,  with  lumber,  captur- 
ed by  the  same  and  burnt. 

1368.  Schooner  Commerce,  laden  with  fish,  cap- 
tured by  the  same  and  destroyed.  The  Grand  Turk 
has  arrived  at  Salem  after  ?x  cruize  of  103  days,  with 
44  of  h-  r original  crew  (the  rest  being  on  board  her 
prizes)  and  fifty  prisoners.  Besides  the  above,  she 
captured  7 or  8 other  vessels,  one  with  an  invoice 
of  £30,000  sterling— all  which  were  manned  and 
ordered  for  the  U . S.  The  G.  T.  has  on  board  goods 
to  the  value  of  20,000  dollars. 

1369.  Schooner  Mary,  from  Halifax,  with  a cargo 
of  mackarel,  captured  by  the  Surprize  of  Baltimore, 
and  sunk. 

1370.  A transport,  sloop  “laden  with  naval  stores  and  various 
implements  of  war,”  sunk  by  the  enemy  in  Champlain,  when 
running  away  from  commodore  Macdonough;  and  since  raised. 
See  official  letter. 

1371.  Schooner  Bird,  from  Newfoundland  for  the  "West  Indies, 
with  a cargo  of  fish,  captured  hj  the  Grand  Turk  and  sent  into 
Salem. 

l37i.  Ship  Ocean,  380  tons,  of  and  for  London,  laden  with  a 
cargo  of  masts,  &c.  viz.  35  masts,  35  bow-sprits  for  men  of  war — 
and  a great  quantity  of  other  timber  and  lumber,  and  sent  into 

l>j  the  General  Butnapo,  of  Salem*  The  private^  hersgis 

has  siuce  he^n  capwre^U 
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1373.  Schooner  Georgiana,  from  Martinico  for  Newfoundland, 
with  93  !>hds.  of  rum,  ililid*.  and  a few  bair.-Iscf  sugar,  sent  into 
, by  tiie  Graud  Turk. 

' 1374.  Sloop , captured  by  the  Scorpioo,  ol  Salem,  (ol 

1 gun)  and  seut  into . , 

1375.  Scliooner , captured  by  the  same  and  bilged. 

1376,  1377.  Schooners  Eugene  and  Stinger,  captured  by  the 
blida-  of  Baltimore,  dirested  and  destroyed. 

137c'.  Sc.  .oner  fletsev  and  Jane,  from  St.  Johns  for  Casrine,  with 
119  pac.  age,  of  dry  goods,  sained  at  150,000  dollars,  brought  into  they  wore  and  we  commenced  firing  with  all  our  armament;  at 
Thoinastoxvn  by  the  Cadet  of  Salem.  I half  past  two,  the  enemy  m confusion,  we  fell  on  board  one  of  the 

1379  Brie  — laden  with  fish,  sent  into  — — by  the  , brigs,  boarded  her,  she  struck,  one  man  wound.il  on  our  side— the 

letter  of  marque  Jonquil!.  , of  New- York.  rest  keeping  up  their  fire  on  us.  our  schooner  not  idle  in  returning 

1330  Sloop  from  St.  Lucia,  captured  by  the  Saucy  Jack  . the  salute — at  three  fell  on  board  the  ship,  Mr.  Sellers,  sailing 

Cba  vston,  divested  and  given  up.  master,  and  Mr.  Myers,  lust-lieu  tenant,  with  eight  iuen  boarded 

' • " ' • 1 her,  she' struck,  rio  loss  on  our  side,  three  svounded  of  hers;  in 

attempting  next  to  board  tbe  schooner  they  cried  for  quarters; 
ordered  them  to  lie  by.  In  a short  time  got  alongside  the  largest 


tbe  fl  •'  t,. judging  how  they  steereiU  At  day-light  discovered  them  on 
the  weather  beam  bearing  NNE.  wind  at  N.— At  eleven  A.  >1. 
boarded  the  Spanish  ship  Isabella,  from  Havana  bound  to  Ham- 
burg, overhauled  her  and  permitted  her  to  proceed.  Proceeded 
alter  the  fleet,  D»  c.  3,  lat.  31,  06,  N.  long.  76,  09,  IV.  The  fleet 
five  miles  to  windward,  laid  by  in  a line  prepared  for  combat,  a 
large  ship  in  the  van,  three  brigs,  two  schooners  and  a large  ship 
in  the  rear.  At  two  P.  M.  they  bore  up  for  us,  and  as  they  passed 
commenced  firing  in  rotation;  we  reserved  our  fire  and  tacked; 


ot 


1381.  Sehoouer  Mary,  captured  by  ditto  and  ditto. 

1382.  Schooner  Kingston  Packet,' captured  by  ditto  and  made  a 
tender  of. 

1383.  Sloop  Cyrus,  captured  by  said  tender  ami  burnt. 

1384.  Sloop  Jane,  with  provisions,  eaptured  by  tbe  Saucy  Jack 

divasted  and  given  up  to  the  prisoners.  ...  , 

1385.  Ship  vtndia,  four  long  guns  and  eight  12-pound  enrro- 1 and  got  off  with  the  other  brig  wiio  .tr uck  nail  an  lioui 

- ■ red  by  the  same  after  a j Conceived  it  best  to  secure  all  the  pn7.es  struck,  and  the 


ol  the  brigs,  alter  a contest  of  fifteen  minutes  she  struck.  During 
this  time  tbe  schooner  rcliotsb.d  h.  r colors  and  commenced  tiring  on 
the  schooner  again,  when  observing  the  ohg  strike,  she  made  sail 

hour  before, 
uiinibc 


close  . ngagemeut  of  an  hour,  divested  of  the  richest  of  her  cargo  I ot  our  men  and  officers  on  iioard  them  cui  tailing  our  ejew  on 
and  burnt.  The  Saucy  Jack  had  one  killed  and  one  Wouudcd— the ) hoard  the  s 


Amelia  four  killed  and  five  wounded. 

1386.  Schooner  Weas.  1,  laden  with  provisions,  captured  by 
same  ana  sent  into  St.  Mary’s. 


Shi-  Rosdle,  - - - 

Ship  Princess,  * 

Brig  Postsea, » 

S.  B. 

On!v  Son,  12 

Schooner  Cossac,  formerly  the  O.  H Perry,  ^ - 

one  24lbr.  on  a pivot  and  four  12  lbrs.  j 


engaged. 
Giitu 

16 
- 2 


Men. 

35 

14 

26 

12 

28 

20 


134 


46 

The  two  last  after  striking  rchoisted  their  colors  and  made  off. 
Dec.  4th,  at  midnight  got  dear  of  all  the  prizes  dispatched  for 
th  United  States  and  the  prisoners  on  hoard,  amounting  in  all 


nadcs,  richly  lauen  with  dry  goods,  captured 

he!  iioard  the  schooner  so  much,  we  could  not  pursue  them.  Manned 
j out  the  foyr  prizes  and  despatched  them  for  the  United  States, 
he  Like  the  gallant  Perry,  we  may  say,  "we  have  met  the  encniy  and 
\ they  are  ours."  In  this  unequal  contest  every  man  acted  as  Ame- 
1387.  Schooner  Jane,  from  Jamaica  for  St.  John’s,  laden  with  j ricans  should  do. 

m sugar,  See.  brought  into  Savannah  by  the  Saucy  Jack;  where  The  following  is  a list  of  the  vessels  enga; 

'she  has  arrived  with  a full  cargo  of  dry  goods,  taken  from  the  Cm,* 

Amelia,  and  twenty  prisoneJs. 

03”  The  following  accounts  of  a battle  tbe  Saucy  Jack  had  with 
two  enemy  vessels,  are  interesting: — 

Extract  from  the  journal  of  the  Saucy  Jack:—1  October  3-,  at  six 
P.  M.  cape  Tiberon  bore  east  by  south  ami  Nava, a south-east  by 
.south,  distart  twenty  miles— at  ten  P.  M.  hove  too  in  company 
with  the  Packet,  our  tender.  At  one  A.  M.  saw  two  ships 
standing  to  the  westward— gave  chase,  and  at  two  being  within 
gun  shot,  fired  three  shots  at  them  from  our  long  guns,  on  which, 
one  of  the  ships  returned  the  fire  and  both  immediately  shortened 
sail.  At  six  A.  M-  being  within  half  gun  shot  of  them  found  that 

one  mounted  sixteen  and  the  other  eighteen,  but  did  not  appear  to  . o ___  ___ 

lie  well  manned.  At  seven  hoisted  the  colors  and  began  the  » n- , captured  to  seventy-one,  fifty-three  on  hoard  the  schooner.  Made 
gagement  with  the  neacest, ship— at  ten  minutes  past  seven  boarded  the  best  of  our  way  to  the  port  of  destination;  at  three  got  the 
her  on  the  larboard  beam  and  then  found  her  to  be  full  of  soldi  t».  | ground;  at  eight  made  the  land  of  Cape  Iloniaine— so  ends  the 
The  Saucy  Jack  on  perceiving  this, immediately  sheered  off,  when  j cruize , lasting  s?.v  days.  Our  loss  is  one  killed  (John  Irwin)  and 

the  two  ships  continued  to  chase  her  until  a quarter  before  eight  | four  wounded,  all  on  the  recovery  doing  well, 

o’clock,  pouring  in  at  tlie  time  a constant  five  ot  grape  and  inusque-  N.  15.  The  prizes  are  large  and  valuable,  loaded  with  coffee 
try — it  was  8 o’clock  before  the  sehoon-r  got  out  of  reach  of  the  I chiefly. 

enemy’s  guns.  In  this  engagement  the  Saucy  Jack  had  eight  men  | 1394.  Ship  Rosabella,  16  guns,  35  men,  an  elegant  vessel  of  264 

killed  and  fifteen  wounded— received  two  balls  in  her  hull,  a. id  her  tons  burthen  and  coppered,  with  a full  cargo  of  sugar  and  coffee, 
spars  and  riggiag  were  very  much  cut  up.  | captured  by  tire  K mp,  of  Baltimore,  and  sent  into  Charleston. 

Kingston,  Jamaica , November  2.— Yesterday  morting,  the  Vol-  The  Rosabella  unfortunately  grounded  on  the  bar,  where  she  was 
rano  bomh-ship,  captain  Price,  and  transport  ship  Golden  Fleece,  j bilged  and  lost.  This  vessel  is  a loss  to  the  enemy  of  from  to  2 
from  the  Cbt  sapeake,  having  on  board  25. > troops,  appeared  in  the  J to  00,090  dollars.  She  was  afterwards  set  fire  to  by  a British  brig, 
offing,  but  f gpm  the  baffling  winds  were  not  enacted  to  reach  Port  139r.  Brig  Portsea,  8 guns,  26  men,  heavily  laden  with  sugar 
Royal  at  the  time  this  paper  was  put  to  press.  : and  coffee,  captured  and  sent  into  CLaiv  sio:;.  by  the  same. 

On  Sunday  night,  about  twelve  o’clock,  off  the  Navassa,  the  .396.  Ship  Princess,  2 guns,  14  men,  with  a great  cargo  of  sugar 
Volcano  perceived  a scliooner  standing  towards  h r,  which  fired  | and  coffee,  sent  into by  the  same. 

several  shot  wheu  they  were  returned.  The  Volcano  shortened!  1397.  Schooner  - — , laden  with  5 00  bushels  of  salt,  sent  into 

sail,  .n  order  that  the  schooner  might  approach  her.  At  about  I Ocracock,  by  tile  Young  Wasp. 

eight  o’clock  the  following  morning,  die  was  ascertained  to  be  a J 1398.  Schooner  Hazard,  from  Halifax  for  Annapolis,  N.  S.  with 
large  black  v.-ss-l  with  white  streaks,  which  run  alongside  and  ; a valuable  cargo,  of  dry  goods,  West  India  produce,  Ike.  captured 
attempted  to  hoard,  but  finding  the  Volcano  was  not  a merchant-  by  the  Surprize  of  Baltimore,  divested  and  burnt, 
mao,  she  endeavored  to  sheer  off.  at  which  time  several  vollies  of  j 1399,  1400.  Two  small  vessels  'captured  by  ditto  and  ditto— one 
musquetry  and  great  guns  were  discharged  at  her.  that  swept  her  j burnt,  the  other  given  lip  to  the  prisoners. 

tleck  and  killed  most  of  those  who  end.  avored  to  board,  when  the  J 1401.  Schooner  Mary,  from  Halifax  for  the  West  Indies,  (cargo 
remainder  were  perceived  to  run  below.  The  Volcano  then  chased  not  mentioned)  captured  by  the  same  and  burnt, 
her  for  tfiree  miles,  but  perceiving  no  probability  of  coming  up  with  ! 1402.  Brig  Courtney,  '00  tons,  laden  with  3j  tuns  cordage,  200 

her,  relinquished  the  pursuit.  During  the  contest,  a very  enterpri- 1 packages  and  bales  of  dry  goods,  49  boxes  slieathing  copper;  and 
zing  officer  of  marine  artillery,  lieutenant  W.  P.  Futzen,  and  two  |a  quantity  of  iron,  sent  into  Fairhaveu  by  the  Yankee,  of  Bristol, 
segmen  were  killed,  and  two  men  wounded.  The  privateer  bad  in  R.  I.  The  invoices  of  this  vessel  are  said  to  amount  to  300,000 
company  a balahoo  schooner,  which  did  not  attempt  to  afford  her  1 dollars. 

any  assistance;  she  mounted  six  carriage  guns  on  a pivot  and  was  | 1403,  Schooner  Polly,  from  Halifax  for  Martinique,  laden  w/tli 

lull  of  men.  fish,  Sic,  sent  into  Boston,  by  the  Dash  of  Portland. 

1388.  Brig  Louisa,  lndtu  with  salt  and  a fiw  boxes  of  tin,  cap-)  1104.  Schooner  Swift,  laden  with  fish,  lumber,  See.  from  St.John’s 

lured  by  the  Macedonian  of  Portsmouth,  drifted  of  the  tin  and ' for  Grenada,  captured  by  the  Expedition  of  Baltimore,  and  sent 
burnt.  'into . The  Expedition  had  taken  thwe  other  prizes  which  we 

1 389.  Brig  Britannia,  from  St.John’s  for  Liverpool  with  195  tons  j hope  to  notice  a little  while  hence. 

ot  timber  and  a quantity  of  stores,  captured  by  the  same  and  burnt.  I i05.  Ship  L’Aimable,from  Havanna,  under  Spanish  colors,  sent 

1390.  Ship  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  307  tons,  two  guns,  19  men,  in  I into  Wilmington.  N . C.  bv  the  Roger  of  Norfolk.— cargo,  sii-ar. 

ballast,  coppered,  captured  by  the  same  and  sunk.  j 14  6.  Schooner , with  a valuable  cargo  of  crates,  glass 

1891.  Sc!- joner  Mariner,  iaden  with  fish,  captured  by  the  same ! hardware,  lead,  ike.  ike . sent  into  B aufort,  by  the  Hero  of 
and  made  a cartel  of.  Newbern, 

CCTTlie  Macedonian  also  manned  two  vessels— she  was  at  sea!  M07.Ship  , laden  with  provisions  and  stores  for  the  allied 

only  twenty  days  having  earried  away  her  bowsprit  in  a gah  . She  forces  in  Florida,  entering  Mobile  in  a mistake  for  Pensacola  Bay 
has  has  arrived  at  Portsmouth  with  twenty-two  prisoners.  ' and  there  captured  hy  our  troops,  lu  cky'.  ( * 3 

1392.  Schooner  — — , with  a cargo  of  codfish,  sent  into  Charles-  4 8.  Schooner  Mary,  from  St.  John’s  for  Cnstine,  with  a rich 
ton  by  the  Resolution  of  Baltimore.  cargo  of  dry  goods,  captured  hy  the  Cadet  of  Salem,  divested  of 

139’.  Brig  S.  B.  two  guns,  twelve  men,  from  Havana  for  Lon-j  ICO  eases  of  dry  goods,  manned  nt>d  arrived  in  port.  The  nri- 

cm1?-  Wlth  su°ar  alul  s:nt  illt0 by  the  Kemp  ; vateer  has  safely  arrived  with  her  rich  spoils  at  Thoimtstown.  This 

ot  BaU'?or£  • priz-  was  under  convoy  of  an  armed  schooner,  with  whom  the 

CCT  The  Kemp  sailed  from  Wilmington  on  the  ’9th  of  Novem- , privateer  Charles  St-  Mart  had  a fight,  but  seeing  the  Cumberland 

coming  up  and  supposing  she  might  be  a British  vessel 
Stewart  sheered  off— the  Cumberland  engaged  the 
enemy  is  singular  and  interesting.  I Englishman,  and  was  beaten  off  with  the  loss  of  otic  killed  and 
December  1,  at  8 A.  M.  descried  a fl'-et  from  the  mast-head  ol 'j  one  Mounded— hut  the  convoyed  schooner  (the  Mary)  was  after- 
nine  sail,  out  every  sail  drawing  in  chase.  Meridian  came  up  with  i wards  tak<  n ami  served  as  above  stated  by  the  Cadet, 
them  near  enough  to  discover  a frigate  in  company.  Lat.  32. 32,  N- j 

long.  77,  Ot,  W.  December  d,  tlm  frigate  g-„vt  ' chase  to  us  and  I (ry*An  officer  of  the  Endymion  lias  staled,  that  the  numlier  of 
prove  us  out  ofthe  fleet  made  short  tacks  to  windward,  at  sun  set,  I men  they  had  killed  and  since  died  of  their  wounds,  in  the  attack 
rail  her  out  of  sight,  during  the  night  dodged  her.  arM  made  after  on  the  Nenfchatel  privateer,  was  sixty-two. 


, ***-  — mu™  .loin  .yimiingron  on  me  ytn  ot  Novem-  \ privateer  cm 

ber.  and  returned  to  the  same  port  on  the  6<h  of  December,  with  j private,  r con 
fifty-three  prisoners!  Th  following  account  of  the  bnttje  with  ! the  Charles 
and  capture  of, a small  fleet  ofthe  enemy  is  singular  and  interesting. ! Englishman, 


£94  NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SATURDAY,  JANUARY  7,  181S. 


Militia  drafts — or  “Conscription.” 

The  ghost  of  “French  influence”  being  laid  in  the  sea,  that  washes  the  shores  of  the  little  island  of 
jElba — faction,  at  a loss  for  some  noisy  -word,  happily  grasped  “conscription,”  and  wielded  it  with  no 
little  effect  on  the  minds  of  the  people.  It  is  astonishing  how  complete  may  be  a delusion  when  a largQ 
body  of  men  unite  and  act  together  to  mislead  the  judgment — and  1 dare  say,  there  are  tens  of  thousands 
of  very  honest  men  who  really  believe  that  the  plans  for  raising  a military  force  lately  before  congress, 
had  their  origin  with  J\'upoleon  Bonaparte,  and  never  were  embodied  on  paper  but  by  him,  except  in  the 
project  of  the  secretary  of  war,  or  in  the  bill  recently  reported  to  the  senate  by  Mr.  Giles. 

To  undeceive  honest  men,  and  give  our  readers,  in  general,  a document  of  high  interest,  we  devote 
a great  part  of  this  number  to  the  insertion  of  Washington’s  plan  for  organizing  an  army  in  1790.  That 
it  was  his  plan,  is  undeniable  from  the  assertion  of  gen.  Knox — that  “it  teas  modified  according  to  the  al- 
terations you  [Washington]  were  pleased  to  insert .” 

We  heartily  recommend  it  to  the  perusal  of  every  one.  Let  Mr.  Munrce's  project  (page  137)  and  Mr. 
Giles*  bill  (page  181)  be  also  carefully  read — and  let  the  reader  lay  bis  hand  on  his  heart  and  say  which 
looks  the  most  like  a “conscription.” 

To  assist  the  collection,  however,  and  present  the  leading  features  of  the  three  plans,  we  have  put  them 
in  brief  contrast,  for  ready  reference,  as  occasion  requires: 


Washington’s  plan.  ^ 

1,  Liable  to  service.  Alhpersons 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
sixty , except  those  excepted  by 
the  several  states,  Sic.and  all 
actual  mariners — [who  are  divi- 
ded into  classes,  for  marine  ser- 
vices, &e.] 

% Classes.  Youths  of  18, 19  and  20 
years  old  for  the  first  class— 
men  from  21  to  45,  the  second 
class;  those  from  45  to  60  the 
third  class. 

3.  acquisitions  for  men.  All  per 
sons,  except  as  before  excepted, 
between  the  ages  of  18  and  60 
years,  to  be  formed  into  legions, 
regiments,  companies  and  sec- 
tions of  12  persona  each.  When 
men  are  wanted  to  “form  an  ar- 
my,” they  shall  be  furnished  by 
the  classes  from  18  to  45  years 
old;  the  executive  of  the  United 
States,  or  tlye  commander  in 
chief  of  the  militia  of  each 
state,  shall  assess  the  num- 
bers required;  and  from  each 
section,  if  the  demand  he  so 
gr'Cfct,  “one  person  shall  be  de- 
tached by  indiscriminate  draft,” 
and  the  others  of  the  section 
shall  compensate  him  in  money, 
&c.  The  men  thus  drafted  to 
be  as  regulars  for  three  years, 
and  not  to  serve  longer  than  that 
period  at  one.  time;  but  the 
draft  may  be  repealed  as  often 
as  occasion  requires.  The  pow- 
er to  obtain  substitutes  regulat- 
ed and  confined,  to  certain  cases. 
The  rights  of  a free  citizen  deni- 
ed for  years  to  those  who, 
while  minors,  had  not  served  in 
the  militia,  &c- 

£ Exemptions.  Persons  above  the 
ages  of  45  years  and  to  60, 
must,  in  cases  of  actual  inva- 
sion or  rebellion,  furnish  their 
quota  of  men,  in  like  manner  as 
the  other  classes. 


monroe’s  plan, 

1.  Liable  to  service . All  persons 
bei  ween  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
forty  five,  except  as  excepted  in 
Washington’s  plan. 


2.  Class.  All  persons  from  18  to 
45  years  old,  in  a general  class 
for  service. 


3.  Requisitions  for  men.  The  whole 
oody  of  the  militia  from  18  to 
45  years  are  divided  into  classes 
or  companies,  of  100  men,  who 
shall  “furnish  men  for  the  war, 
anti  replace  them  in  case  of  ca- 
sualty ” If  any  class, or  company 
fails  to  provide  the  men  requir- 
ed (winch  it  may  do  by  substi- 
tutes out  of  any  class)  a araf 
shall  be  made;  but  the  persons 
so  drafted  may  also  furnish 
substitutes ; and  the  rest  of  the 
class  shall  compensate  the  per- 
son drafted  by  money  equal  to 
the  bounty  money  paid  by  the 
United  States,  according  to  their 
respective  property.  The  men 
thus  drafted  to  be  as  regulars. 


4.  Exemptions.  All  persons  above 
the  age  of  45  years. 


gills’  plan. 

1.  Liable  to  service.  All  persons 
the  same  as  in  Mr.  Munroe's 
plan. 


2 Class.  The  same  as  Mr.  Mon-, 
roe's. 


3-  Requisitions  for  men.  The  ope- 
ration of  the  classification  es -. 
sentialy  the  same  as  Mr.  Jinn-, 
roe's— but  the  persons  drafted 
“shall  serve  in  the  militia  for  the 
term  of  two  years,  unless  sooner 
discharged.”  Whatever  time  a 
person  may  have  served  in  the 
militia  theretofore,  shall  be  de- 
ducted from  the  period  of  ser-: 
vice  required  by  this  plan— so 
that  no  one  can  be  compelled 
to  serve  a second  time-  Sub^. 
stitutes  are  allowed  in  all  cases. 
The  militia,  so  drafted,  shall  not 
be  compelled  to  serve  out  of  the 
United  States,  nor  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  state  ©r  territory 
furnishing  the  same,  and  the  li- 
mits of  the  adjoining  state  or 
territory,  except  that  those  of 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee  may 
be  required  to  serve  in  the 
defence  of  Louisiana.  CjTn  the 
house  of  representatives,  where 
the  bill  was.  chiefly  opposed,  the 
term  of  service  was  limitted  to 
one  year. 


4.  Exemptions , The  same  as  Mi-. 
Monroe's. 


According  to  my  understanding  of  the  three  plans,  the  above  is  a fair  abstract  of  their  contents,  on  the 
four  material-points.  It  will  be  seen  that  Washington’s  is  far  more  rigid  and  severe  than  Mr.  Monroe's, 
and  that  of  Mr.  Monroe  essentially  harder  than  Mr.  Giles'-,  which,  in  fact  and  honest  truth,  has  nothing 
more  in  it  than  an  extension  of  the  service  of  the  militia  from  six  months  to  two  years;  and  no  man  can 
make  any  thing  more  of  it. 

A very  considerable  part  of  Washington’s  plan  is  mere  jnatter  of  detail,  having  little  application  to 
the  immediate  object  of  inserting  it  now;  but  we  prefer  to  give  it  entire  lest  a fertile  imagination  might 
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Work  itself  into  a belief  that  in  the  sections  left  out  were  contained  some  things  essential  to  the  merits  of 
the  whole,  as  is  charitably  supposed,  when  any  thing  is  omitted  by  government  in  publishing  its  commu- 
nist ions  to  or  with  our  ministers  abroad,  even  though  the  discussions  may  not  yet  have  been  closed. 

W.otner  Bonaparte  took  his  ideas  of  a “conscription”  from  the  project  laid  before  congress  by  gen. 
Washington  and  extended  the  plan;  or  whether  he  divw  it  from  the  practices  of  the  Homan  republic, 
and  other  ancient  governments,  is  a matter  of  ii tile  importance.  It  is  sufficient  to  shew  that  Mr.  Jlonroe 
(and  ■ uch  less  Mr.  Giles ) did  not  take  JWpoleon's.  On  the  merits  or  demerits  of  either  of  those  plans 
1 In  . , ithing  to  say— 1 would  only  shew  how  foolishly,  or  wickedly,  it  has  been  called  a “French  cost- 
*§r,pUo. 


Washington's  Plan 

Of  thk  general  arrangement  of  the  militia  of  the 

t UNITED  STATES,  ruUJ.ISUED  BY  ORDER  OF  THE  HOUSE 

OF  JtE  PRES  EX  TATI  VES. 

JVav  Office,  January  18,  1790. 

Sir. — Hiving  submitted  to  your  consideration  a 
plan  for  the  arrangement  of  the  militia  of  die  United 
States,  whiph  1 had  presented  io  the  late  congress, 
and  you  having  approved  the  general  principles 
thereof,  with  certain  exceptions,  I now  respecttully 
lay  t ie  same  before  you,  modified  according  to  the 
alterations  you  -were  pleased  to  suggest 

I s been  my  anxious  desire  to  devise  a national 
system  . of  defence,  ad  quvte  to  the  probable  exigen- 
cies of  the  United  S*  tes,  wh  tlier  arising  from  in- 
ternal or  extern  I causes  ; ml,  at  the  same  time,  to 
erect  i s andird  of  republican  magnanimity,  inde- 
pint-  nt  if,  .nd  superior  to,  the  powerful  influence 
of  w al‘  > 

7'  e 'nvulsive  events,  generated  by  the  inordi- 
nate pursues  of  riches  or  mibii  ion,  require  that  the 
gov  rime  it  should  possess  a strong  corrective  arm. 

Tit-*  nie.’  is,  therefore,  submitted,  whether  *n  effi- 
c en<  ,di* -ry  branch  of  government  can  be  invented, 
w.;  i saf  ty  to  th«-  great  principles  of  liberty,  unless 
tlu  uiie  shall  be  formed  of  die  people  themselves, 
and  -iiopoi  <eu  b\  their  habits  and  m tuners. 

I i.ive  the  honor  to  oc,  sir,  with  the  most  perfect 
respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

H KNOX, 

Secretary  for  the  department  of  war. 
The  president  of  the  United  States. 

the  lYTRonucrro.Y. 

That  a well  constituted  republic  is  more  favorable 
to  the  liberties  of  society,  and  ihat  its  principles 
gi-  a higher  elevation  to  the  human  mind  than  any 
otii  r form  of  government,  has  generally  been  ac 
fcnowhdged  by  the  unprejudiced  and  enlightened 
pan  of  mankind. 

But  it  is  at  the  sime  time  acknowledged,  that  un- 
less a republic  prepares  its  if  by  proper  arrange- 
ments to  meet  those  exigencies  to  which  all  states 
are,  in  a degree,  liable  ; that  its  peace  and  existence 
are  more  precarious  than  the  forms  of  government 
in  winch  the  will  of  one  directs  the  conduct  of  the 
whole  for  the  defence  of  the  nation. 

A government  whose  measures  must  be  the  result 
of  multiplied  deliberations,  is  seldom  in  a situation 
to  produce  instantly  those  exertions  which  the  occa- 
sion may  demand ; therefore  it  ought  to  possess 
sue  . energet  ic  establishments  as  should  enable  it,  by 
the  vigor  of  its  own  citizens,  to  cont.roul  events  s 
they  rise,  instead,  of  being  convulsed  or  subverted 
by  them. 

It  •*  .lie  misfortune  of  noder/.  ages,  that  govern- 
ment have  been  formed  by  chance  and  events,  in- 
ste  i of  system — thn  without  fixed  principles,  they 
are  braced  or  relaxed,  from  time  to  time,  according 
to  tne  predominating  power  of  the  rulers,  or  the 
ruled  : the  rulers  possessing  separate  interests  from 
the  people,  excepting  in  some  of  the  high-toned  mo- 
narchies, in  which  all  opposition  to  the  will  of  the 
princes  seems  annihilated. 


Hence  we  look  around  Europe  in  vain  for  in  exten- 
sive government,  rising  on  the  power  inher  nt  in  the 
poople,  and  performing  itsoperationsentu  elv  foi  their 
benefit.  But  we  find  artificial  force  governing  every 
w rere,  and  the  people  generally  mode  subservient  to 
tne  elevation  and  caprice  of  the  few:  almost  every 
nation  appearing  to  be  busily  employed  in  conduct- 
ing some  external  war— grappling  with  internal  com- 
motion— >r  endeavoring  to  extricate  itself  from  im- 
pending debts,  which  threaten  to  overwhelm  it  with 
ruin.  Princes  and  ministers  seem  neither  to  have 
leisure  nor  inclination  to  bring  forward  institutions 
for  diffusing  general  strength,  knowledge  and  hap. 
pmesi.  But  they  seem  to  understand  well  the  Ala. 
chiav  dien  maxim  of  politics — divide  and  govern. 

Ma;  the  United  States  avoid  the  errors  and  crimes 
of  other  governments,  and  possess  the  wisdom  to 
embr.cr  the  present  invaluable  opportunity  of  es’ab- 
lishing  such  institutions  as  shall  invigorate,  exalt 
and  perpetuate  the  great  principles  of  tieedon. — an 
opportunity  pregnant  with  the  fate  of  millions,  but 
rapidly  borne  on  the  wings  of  time,  and  may  never 
again  return. 

j Tiie  public  mind,  unbiassed  by  superstition  or  pre> 
ijtidice,  seems  happily  prepared  to  receive  the  im- 
jpressionsof  wisdom.  The  latent  springs  of  human 
!ac>ion,  ascertained  by  the  standard  of  experience, 
may  be  regulated  and  made  subservient  to  tlienobie 
purpose  of  forming  a dignifieu  national  characer. 

T ie  causes  by  which  nations  have  ascended  and 
declined,  through  the  various  ages  of  the  world, 
may  be  calmly  and  accurately  determined;  and  the 
United  States  may  be  placed  in  the  singularly  fortu- 
nate condition  of  commencing  their  career  of  em- 
pire, with  the  accumulated  knowledge  of  all  the 
known  societies  and  governments  of  the  globe. 

The  strength  of  the  government,  like  the  strength 
of  any  other  vast  and  complicated  machine,  will  de- 
pend on  a due  adjustment  of  its  several  parts.  Us 
agriculture — its  commerce — its  laws — its  finance — 
i s nysiem  of  defence,  and  its  manners  and  habits, 
all  require  consideration,  and  the  highest  exercise 
of  political  wisdom. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  present  attempt  to  sug- 
gest the  most  efficient  system  of  defence  which  may 
be  compatible  with  the  interests  of  a free  people:  a 
system  which  shall  not  only  produce  the  expected 
effect,  but  which,  in  its  operations  shall  also  pro- 
duce those  habits  and  manners  which  will  mpart 
strength  and  durability  to  the  whole  government. 

The  modern  practice  of  Europe,  with  respect  to 
the  employment  of  standing  armies,  has  created 
such  a mass  of  opinion  in  their  f vor,  that  even  phi- 
losophers, and  the  advocates  of  liberty,  have  fre- 
quently confessed  their  use,  and  necessity,  in  certain 
eases. 

But  whoever  aeriously  and  candidly  estimates  the 
p iwer  of  discipline,  and  tfie  tendency  of  military 
h bits,  will  be  constrained  to  confess,  that  whatever 
may  be  the  efficacy  of  a standing  army  in  war,  it 
cannot,  in  peace,  be  considered  as  friendly  to  the 

) rights  of  human  nature.  The  recent  instance  i& 
France,  cannot,  with  propriety,  he  bro’l  to  overturn 
-the  general  principle,  built  upon  the  uniform  expe- 
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rlence  of  mankind.  It  may  be  found,  on  examining 
the  causes  that  appear  to  have  influenced  the  military 
of  France,  that  while  the  springs  of  power  were 
wound  up  in  the  nation  to  the  highest  pitch,  that 
the  discipline  of  the  army  was  proportionably  re- 
laxed. But  any  argument  on  this  head  may  be  con- 
sidered as  unnecessary  to  the  enlightened  citizens 
of  the  U.  States. 

A small  corps  of  well  disciplined  and  well  in- 
formed artillerists  and  engineers,  and  a legion  for 
the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  and  the  magazines 
and  arsenals,  are  all  the  military  establishment 
which  may  be  required  for  the  present  use  of  the 
United  States.  The  privates  of  the  corps  to  be  en- 
listed for  a certain  period,  and  after  the  expiration 
of  which  to  return  to  the  mass  of  the  citizens. 

An  energetic  national  militia  is  to  be  regarded  as 
the  capital secuuitt  of  a free  republic;  and  not  a 
standing  army,  forming  a distinct  class  in  the  com- 
munity. 

It  is  the  introduction  and  diffusion  of  vice  and  cor- 
rnption  of  manners  into  the  mass  of  the  people, 
that  renders  a standing  army  necessary-  It  is  when 
public  spirit  is  despised,  and  avarice,  indolence  and 
effeminacy  of  manners  predominate,  and  prevent  the 
establishment  of  institutions  which  woukl  elevate 
the  minds  of  the  youth  In  the  paths  of  virtue  and 
honor,  that  a standing  army  is  formed  and  riveted 
forever. 

While  the  human  character  remained  unchanged 
and  societies  and  governments  of  considerable  ex- 
tent are  formed  ; a principle  ever  ready  to  execute 
the  laws  and  defend  the  state,  must  constantly  exist. 
Without  this  vital  principle,  the  government  would 
be  invaded  or  overturned,  and  trampled  Upon  by  the 
bold  and  ambitious.  No  communby  can  be  tong  held 
together,  unless  its  arrangements  are  adequate  to  its 
probable  exigencies. 

If  it  should  be  decided  to  reject  a standing  army 
for  the  military  branch  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  as  possessing  too  fierce  an  aspect,  and 
being  host  ile  to  the  principles  of  liberty,  it  will  fol- 
low'that  a well-coustitiited  militia  ought  to  be  estab- 
lished'. 

A consideration  of  the  subject  will  show  the  im- 
practicability of  disciplining  at  once  the  mass  of  the 
people.  All  discussions  on  the  subject  of  a power- 
ful militia,  will  result  in  one  or  other  of  the  follow- 
ing principles!  " 

First.  Either  efficient  institutions  must  be  estab- 
lished for  the  military  education  of  the  youth  ; and 
that  the  knowledge  acquired  therein  shall  be  diffused 
throughout  the  community,  by  the  mean  of  rotation. 
Or, 

Secondly.  That  the  militia  must  be  formed  of 
substitutes,  after  the  manner  of  the  militia  of  Great 
Britain. 

If  the  United  States  possess  the  vigor  of  mind  to 
establish  the  first  institution,  it  may  reasonably  be 
expected  to  produce  the  most  unequivocal  advan- 
tages. A glorious  national  spirit  will  he  introduced. 
With  its  extensive  train  of  political  consequences. 
The  youth  will  imbibe  a love  of  their  country,  re 
verence  and  obedience  to  its  laws  ; courage  and  ele- 
vation of  mind  ; openness  and  liberality  of  charac- 
ter ; accompanied  by  a just  spirit  of  honor  ; in  ad- 
dition to  which,  their  bodies  will  acquire  a robust- 
ness, greatly  conducive  to  their  personal  happiness, 
as  well  as  the  defence  of  their  country  ; while  habit, 
with  its  silent  but  efficacious  operations,  will  durably 
«ement  the  system. 

Habit,  that  powerful  and  universal  law,  incessant- 
ly acting  on  the  human  race,  well  deserves  the  atten- 
tion of  legislators — formed  at  first  in  individuals,  by 
separate  and  almost  imperceptible  impulses,  until  at 


length  it  acquires  a force  which  controls  with  ivre.- 
sistable  sway.  The  effects  of  salutary  or  pernicious 
Habits,  operating  on  a whole  nation,  are  immense, 
and  decide  its  rank  and  character  in  the  world. 

Hence  the  science  of  legislation  teaches  to  scru- 
tinize every  national  institution,  as  it  may  introduce 
proper  or  improper  habits  to  adopt  with  religious 
zeal  the  former,  and  reject  with  horror  the  lat'er 

A republic  constructed  on  the  principles  herein 
stated,  would  be  uninjured  by  events,  sufficient  to 
overturn  a government  supported  solely  by  the  un- 
certain power  of  a standing  army. 

The  well  informed  members  of  the  community, 
actuated  by  the  highest  motives  of  self-love,  would 
form  the  real  defence  of  the  country.  Rebellions 
would  be  prevented  or  suppressed  with  ease.  Inva- 
sions of  such  a government  w ould  be.  undertaken  only 
by  madmen;  and  the  virtues  and  knowledge  ot  the 
people  vyould  effectually  oppose  the  introduction  of 
tyranny. 

Rut  the  second  principle — a militia  of  substitutes, 
is  pregnant,  in  a degree,  with  the  mischiefs  of  a 
Standing  army ; as  it  is  highly  probable  the  substi- 
tutes from  time  to  time,  will  be  nearly  the  same 
men,  and  the  most  idle  apd  worthless  part  of  the 
community.  Wealthy  families,  proud  of  distinc- 
tions which  riches  may  confer,  will  prevent  their 
sons  from  serving  in  the  militia  of  substitutes,  the 
plan  will  degenerate  into  habitual  contempt;  a stand- 
ing army  will  be  introduced,  and  the  liberties  of 
the  people  subjected  to  aU  the  contingencies  v>t 
events. 

The  expense  attending  an  energetic  establishment 
of  militia,  may  be  strongly  urged  as  aw  objection  to 
the  institution.  But  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that 
this  objection  is  levelled  at  both  systems,  whether 
b}' rotation  or  by  substitutes.  For  if  the  mini  hers 
are  equal,  the  expense  will  also  be  equal.  The  esti- 
mate of  the  expense  will  show  its  unimportance, 
when  compared  with  the  magnitude  and  beneficial 
effects  of  the  institution. 

But  the  people  of  the  United  States  will  cheerfully 
consent  to  the  expenses  of  a measure  calculated  to 
serve  as  a perpetual  barrier  to  their  liberties  ; es- 
pecially as  tliey  well  know  that  the  disbursements 
will  be  mads  among  the  members  of  the  same  com- 
munity, and  therefore  cartndt  be  injurious. 

Every  intelligent  mind  would  rejoice  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  ah  institution,  under  whose  auspices 
the  youth  and  vigor  of  th*  constitution  would  be 
renewed  with  each  successive  generation,  and  which 
woultl  appear  to  secure  the  great  principles  of  free- 
dom and  happiness  against  the  injuries  of  time  and 
events. 

The  following  plan  is  formed  on  these  general  prin- 
ciples : ’ 5 ’ 

First.  That  it  is  the  indispensible  duty  of  every 
nation  to  establish  all  necessary  institutions  for  its 
own  perfection  and  defence. 

Secondly.  That  it  is  a capital  security  to  a free 
state  for  the  great  body  of  the  people  to  possess  a 
competent  knowledge  of  the  military  art. 

Thirdly.  That  this  knowledge  cannot  be  attained 
in  the  present  state  of  society  but  by  establishing 
adequate  institutions  for  the  military  education  of 
youth;  and  that  the  knowledge  acquired  therein 
should  be  diffused  throughout  the  community  by 
the  principles  of  rotation. 

Fourthly.  That  every  man  of  the  proper  age  arrd 
ability  ot  body,  is  firmly  bound  by  the  social  com- 
pact/to perform,  personally,  his  proportion  of  mili- 
tary duty  for  the  defence  of  the  state. 

Fifthly.  That  all  men  of  the  legal  military  age, 
should  be  armed,  enrolled,  and  held  responsible  for 
•different  degrees  of  military  service. 
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And  sixthly.  That  agreeably  to  the  constitution, 
thp  United  States  are  to  provide  for  organizing,  arm- 
ing and  disciplining  the  militia ; and  for  governing 
such  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  sen  ice 
of  the  United  States ; reserving  to  the  states  respec- 
tively the  appointment  of  the  officers,  and  the  au- 
thority of  training  the  militia  according  to  the  disci- 
pline prescribed  by  congress. 

The  plan. — The  period  of  life  in  which  military 
service  shall  be  required  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  to  commence  at  eighteen , and  terminate  at  the 
age  of  sixty  years. 

The  men  comprehended  by  this  description,  exclu- 
sive of  such  exceptions  as  the  legislatures  of  the 
respective  states  may  think  proper  to  make,  and  all 
actual  mariners , shall  be  enrolled  for  different  de- 
grees of  military  duty,  and  divided  into  three  dis- 
tinct CLASSES. 

The  first  class  shall  comprehend  the  youth  of  18, 
19  aud  20  years  of  age,  to  be  denominated  the  ad 
vavee  corps. 

The  second  class  shall  include  the  men  from  21  to 
45  years  of  age — to  be  denominated  the  main  corps 

The  third  class  shall  comprehend,  inclusively,  the 
men  from  46  to  60  years  of  age — to  be  denominated 
the  reserve  corps. 

All  the  militia  of  the  United  States  shall  assume 
the  form  of  the  legion  which  shall  be  the  permanent 
establishment  thereof. 

A legion  shall  consist  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  commissioned  officers,  and  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  formed  in  the  following  manner. 

First. — Legionary  staff. 

One  legionary,  or  major-general. 

Two-aids-de-camp,  of  the  rank  of  major  ; one  of 
whom  to  be  the  legionary  quarter-master. 

' One  inspector  and  deputy  adjutant  general,  of  the 
rank  of  lieutenant-colonel. 

One  chaplain. 

Second. — The  brigade  staff. 

One  brigadier-general. 

One  brigade-inspector,  to  serve  as  an  aid-de-camp. 

Third — The  regimental  staff. 

One  lieut.  col.  commandant. 

Two  majors. 

One  adjutant. 

One  paymaster,  or  agent. 

One  quartermaster. 

Fourth — Two  brigades  of  infantry. 

Each  brigade  of  2 regiments;  each  regiment  of  8 
companies,  forming  2 battalions;  each  company  of  a 
captain,  lieutenant,  ensign,  6 sergeants,  1 drum,  1 
fife,  and  64  rank  and  file. 

Fifth — Two  companies  of  riflemen. 

Each  company  to  have  a captain,  lieutenant,  en- 
sign, 6 sergeants,  a buglehorn,  1 drum,  and  64  rank 
and  file. 

Sixth — A battalion  of  artillery. 

Consisting  of  four  companies,  each  to  have  a cap- 
tain, captain-lieutenant,  l lieutenant,  6 sergeants, 
12  artificers,  and  53  rank  and  file. 

Seventh — A squadron  of  cavalry. 

Consisting  of  two-  troops;  each  troop  to  have  a 
captain,  2 lieutenants,  a cornet,  6 sergeants,  1 far- 
rier, 1 sadler,  1 trumpeter,  and  64  dragoons. 

In  case  the  whole  number  of  the  advanced  corps 
in  any  state  should  be  insufficient  to  form  a legion  of 
this  extent  yet  the  compotent  parts  must  be  preserv- 
ed, and  the  reduction  proportioned,  as  nearly  as 
may  be,  to  each  part 


winch,  in  peace  and  war,  shall  pervade  the  militia 
of  the  United  States. 

All  requisitions  for  men  torom*  ax  aitot,  either 
for  state  or  federal  purposes,  shall  be  furnished  by 
the  advanced  and  main  corps,  by  means  o/”the  sections. 

The  executive  government,  or  commander  in  chief 
of  the  militia  of  eacli  state,  will  assess  the  numbers 
required  on  the  respective  legions  of  these  corps. 

rIhe  legionary  general  will  direct  the  proportions 
to  be  furnished  by  each  part  of  his  command.  Should 
the  demand  be  so  great  as  to  require  one  man  from 
each  section,  then  the  operations  hereby  directed 
shall  be  performed  by  single  sections.  But  if  a less 
number  should  be  required,  they  will  be  furnished 
by  an  association  of  sections,  or  companies,  accord- 
ing to  the  demand.  Jn  any  case,  it  is  probable  that 
mutual  convenience  may  dictate  an  agreement  with 
an  individual,  to  perform  the  service  required,  if, 
however,  no  agreement  can  be  made,  one  u ust  be  de- 
tached by  an  indiscriminate  draught ; and  the  others 
shall  pay  him  a sum  of  money,  equal  to  the  averaged 
sum  which  shall  be  paid  in  the  same  legion  for  the 
voluntary  performance  of  the  service  required. 

In  case  any  sections,  or  companies  of  a legion,  af- 
ter having  furnished  its  own  quota,  should  have  more 
men  willing  to  engage  for  the  service  required,  other 
companies  of  the  same  legion  shall  have  permission 
to  engage  th  m.  Tho  same  rule  to  extend  to  the 
differeut  legions  in  the  state. 

The  legionary  general  must  be  responsible  to  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  militia  of  the  state  that 
the  men  furnished  are  according  to  the  description, 
and  that  they  are  equipped  in  the  manner  and  march- 
ed to  the  rendezvous,  conformably  to  the  orders  for 
that  purpose. 

The  men  who  may  be  drafted,  shall  not  serve  more 
than  three  years  at  one  time. 

The  reserved  corps  being  destined  for  the  domes- 
tic defence  of  the  state  shall  not  be  obliged  to  fur- 
nish men,  excepting  in  cases  of  actual  invasion,  or 
rebellion — and  then  the  men  required  shall  be  fur- 
nished by  means  of  the  sections. 

The  actual  commissioned  officers  of  the  respec- 
tive corps,  shall  not  be  included  in  the  sections  nor 
in  any  of  the  operations  thereof. 

The  respective  states  shall  be  divided  into  portions 
or  districts ; each  of  which  to  contain,  as  nearly  as 
may  be,  some  complete  part  of  a legion. 

Every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  serve 
his  country  in  the  field,  for  the  space  of  one  year, 
either  as  ait  officer  or  soldier,  shall,  if  under  the  age 
of  twenty  one  years,  be  exempted  from  the  service 
required  in  the  advanced  corps.  If  he  shall  be  above 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  then  every  year  he  slwill 
so  serve  in  the  field,  shall  be  estimated  as  equal  to 
six  years  service  in  the  main  or  reserved  corps,  and 
shall  accordingly  exempt  him  from  every  service 
therein  for  the  said  term  of  six  years,  except  in  cases 
of  actual  invasion  of,  or  rebellion  within,  the  state  in 
which  he  resides.  And  it  shall  also  be  a permanent 
establishment,  that  six  years  actual  service  in  the 
field  shall  entirely  free  every  citizen  from  any  fur- 
ther demands  of  service,  either  in  the  militia  or  in 
the  field,  unless  in  cases  of  invasion  or  rebellion. 

All  actual  mariners,  or  seamen,  in  the  respective 
states,  shall  be  registered  in  districts,  and  divided 
into  two  classes.  The  first  class  to  consist  of  all 
the  seamen,  from  the  age  of  sixteen  to  thirty  years, 
inclusively.  The  second  class  to  consist  of  all  those 
of  the  age  of  thirty-one  to  forty-five  inclusively. 

The  first  class  shall  be  responsible  to  serve  "three 
years  on  board  of  some  public  armed  vessel,  or  ship 


The  companies  of  all  the  corps  shall  be  divided  | of  war,  as  a commissioned  officer,  warrant  officer,  or 
into  sections  of  twelve  each.  It  is  proposed  by  this  j private  mariner,  for  which  service  they  shall  receive 
division  to  establish  one  uniform  vital  principle, she  customary  wages  and  emoluments, 
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I?ut  should  tlie  state  not.  demand  the  said  three 
years  service  during  the  above  period,  from  the  ..go 
of  sixteen  to  thirty  years  then  the  party  to  be  ex- 
empted entirely  therefrom. 

The  person  so  serving  shall  receive  a certificate 
of  his  service,  on  parchment,  according  to  the  form 
winch  shall  be  directed,  which  shall  exempt  him 
from  any  other  than  voluntary  service,  unless  in  such 
exigencies  as  may  require  the  services  of  all  the 
members  of  the  community. 

The  second  class  shall  be  responsible  for  a pro- 
portion of  service,  in  those  cases  to  which  the  first 
class  shall  be  unequal.  The  numbers  required  shall 
be  furnished  by  sections  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
prescribed  for  the  sections  of  he  militia. 

OF  THE  ADVANCED  CORPS. 

The  advanced  corps  are  designed  not  only  a*  a 
school  m which  the  youth  of  the  United  States  are 
to  be  instructed  in.the  art  of  war,  but  they  are,  in  all 
cases  of  exigence,  to  serve  as  an  actual  defence  10 
the  community. 

The  whole  of  the  armed  corps  shall  be  clothed 
according  to  the  manner  hereafter  directed,  armed 
and  subsisted  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States  ; 
and  all  the  youth  of  the  said  corps,  in  each  state, 
shad  be  encamped  together,  if  practicable,  or  bv 
legions,  which  encampments  shall  be  denominated 
the  annual  camps  «f  ''discipline . 

The  i-ou.th  of  18  and  19  years  shall  be  disciplined 
for  thirty  days  successively  in  each  year;  and  those 
of  20  yours  shall  be  disciplined  only  for  ten  days  in 
each  year,  which  shall  be  the  last  ten  days  of  the  an- 
nual encampments. 

The  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  are 
not  to  receive  any  pay  during  the  said  time.  But 
the  commissioned  officers  will  receive  the  pay  of 
their  relative  ranks,  agreeably  to  the  federal  esta- 
blishment for  tbs  time  being. 

In  order  that  the  plan  shall  effectually  answer  the 
cp.  I proposed,  the  first  day  of  January  shall  be  the 
fixed  period  for  all  who  attain  the  age  of  eighteen 
ye.  s,  in  any  part,  or  during  the  course  of  each 
ye  • - 'o  be  enrolled  in  the  advanced  corps,  ana  !o 
tukj-  the  necessary  oaths  to  perform  personally  such 
Jtegrtl  military  service  as  may  be  directed  for  the  full 
and  complete  term  of  three  years,  to  be  estimated 
from  the  time  of  entrance  into  the  said  corps  ; and 
to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  state  and 
to  t be  United  States. 

Thp  commanding  officer,  or  general  of  the  ad- 
vanced legions  of  the  district,  shall  regulate  the 
manner  of  the  service  of  the  youth  respectively, 
whether  it  shall  be  in  the  infantry,  artillery,  or  ca- 
valry ; but  after  havingentered  into  either  of  them, 
no  change  should  be  allowed. 

Each  individual-  at  his  first  joining  the  annual 
camps  of  discipline,  will  receive  complete  arms  and 
accoutrements,  all  which,  previously  to  his  being 
discharged  from  the  said  camps,  he  must  return  to 
the  regimental  quarter-master,  on  the  penalty  of 
dollars,  or  months  imprisonment. 

The  sai  l arms  and  accoutrements  shall  be  marked 
in  some  conspicuous  place  with  the  letters  M.  U.  S. 
And  all  sales  or  purchases  of  any  of  <>aid  arms  or 
accoutrements,  shall  be  severely  punished  according 
to  law. 

And  each  individual  will  also,  on  his  first  entrance 
into  the  advanced  corps,  receive  the  following  arti- 
cles of  uniform  clothing  ; one  hat,  one  uniform  short 
coat,  one  waist  coat,  and  one  pair  of  over-alls  ; 
which  he  shall  retain  in  his  own  possession,  and  for 
which  he  shall  be  held  accountable,  and  be  compel- 
led to  replace  all  deficiencies  during  his  service  in 
the  annual  camps  of  discipline. 

Those  who  shall  serve  in  the  cavalry,  shall  be  a « 


tne  expense  of  their  own  horses,  and  uniform  hel: 
m t ...  horse  furniture;  hut  they  shall  receive  lbi* 
rage  for  their  horses,  swords,  pistols,  and  clothing 
equal  in  value  to  the  infantry. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  every  individual 
having  served  in  the  manner  and  for  the  time  pre- 
scribed, shall  receive  an  honorary  c 1 tificate  thereof, 
on  parchment,  and  signed  by  the  legionary  general 
and  inspector. 

The  names  of  all  persons  to  whom  such  certificates 
sh-11  be  given,  shall  be  fairly  registered  in  books  to 
be  provided  for  that  purpose. 

And  the  said  certificate,  or  an  attested  cop\  of  the 
register  aforesaid,  shall  be  required  as  an  indispen- 
sible  qualification  for  exercising  any  of  the  rights  of 
a free  citizen,  until  after  the  age  of  years. 

The  advanced  legions,  in  ail  c>.ses  of  invasion  or 
rebellion,  shall  on  requisition  of  lawful  authority, 
be- obliged  to  march  to  any  place  within  the  United 
States,  to  remain  embodied  for  such  time  : s sb.ll  be 
directed,  not  to  exceed  one  year,  to  be  computed 
from  the  time  of  marching  fi  om  the  regimental  pa- 
rades; during  the  period  of  their  being  on  such  ser- 
vice,  to  be  placed  on  the  continental  establishment 
of  pay,  subsistence,  clothing,  forage,  tents,  camp 
equipage,  and  all  such  other  allowances  as  are  made 
to  the  federal  troops  at  the  same  time  and  under  the 
ame  circumstances. 

If  the  military  service  so  required  should  be  for 
such  a short  period  as  to  render  an  actual  issue  of 
clothing  unnecessary,  then  an  allowance  should  be 
made,  in  proportion  to  the  annual  cost  of  clothing 
for  the  federal  soldier,  according  to  estimates  to  be 
furn  ished  for  that  purpose  from  the  war  office  of  the 
United  Siates. 

In  case  the  legions  of  the  advanced  corps  should 
march  to  any  place,  in  consequence  of  a requisition 
of  the  general  government  all  legal  and  proper  ex* 
pences  of  such  march  shall  be  paid  by  the  Unded 
States.  But  should  they  be  embodied,  and  march, 
in  consequence  of  an  order  derived  from  the  autho- 
rity of  the  state  to  which  they  belong,  and  for  state 
purposes,  then  the  espences  will  be  borne  by  the 
state. 

The  advanced  corps  shall  be  constituted  on  such 
principles  that,  when  completed,  it  will  receive  one 
third  part,  and  discharge  one  third  part  of  its 
numbers  annually.  By  this  arrangement,  iwo  thirds 
of  the  corps  will  at  all  times,  be  considerably  disci- 
plined; but,  as  it  will  only  receive  those  of  18  years 
of  age,  it  will  not  be  completed,  until  the  third 
year  after  its  institution.  Those  who  have  already 
attained  the  ages  of  19  and  20  years,  will,  in  the 
first  instance,  be  enrolled  in  the  main  corps. 

But  one  half  of  the  legionary  officers  to  be  ap- 
pointed the  first,  and  the  other  the  second  year  of 
the  establishment. 

The  officers  of  each  grade  in  the  states  respec- 
tively, shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  which 
shall,  by  lot,  be  numbered  one,  two,  and  three, 
and  one  of  the  said  classes,  according  to  their  num- 
bers, shall  be  deranged  every  third  year.  In  the 
first  period  ef  nine  years,  one  third  part  will  have 
to  serve  three,  one  third  part  six,  and  one  third  part 
nine  years.  But  after  the  said  first  period  the  se- 
veral classes  will  serve  nine  years,  which  shall  be 
the  limitation  of  service  by  virtue  of  the  same  ap- 
pointment; and  in  such  cases  where  there  may  not 
be  three  officers  of  the  same  grade,  the  limitation 
of  nine  years  service  shall  be  observed.  All  vacan- 
cies occasioned  by  the  aforesaid  derangements,  or 
any  casualties,  shall  be  immediately  filled  by  new 
appointments. 

The  captains  and  subalterns  of  the  Advanced  corps, 
, shall  not  be  less  than  twenty-one,  nor  more  than  tliirr 
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tjr-five;  and  the  field  officers  shall  not  exceed  forty 
live  years  of  age. 

Each  company,  battalion  and  regiment,  shall  have 
a fixed  parade  or  place  at  which  to  assemble.  The  i 
companies  shall  assemble  at  their  own  par  ide.  and  | 
march  t®  the  parade  of  the  battalion,  and  the  bat- ! 
talions  to  the  regimental  parade;  and  when  thus  em- ; 
bodied  the  regiment  will  march  to  the  rendezvous  of 
the  legion.  Every  commanding  officer  of  a company  j 
battalion  and  regiment,  will  he  accountable  to  his  j 
superior  officer  tiutt  his  command  is  in  the  most  per- , 
feet  order. 

The  officers  to  receive  subsistence  money  in  lieu 
of  provisions,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  j 
grades;  and  those:  whose  duties  require  them  to  be1 
on  horseback  will  receive  forage  in  tli£  same  pro- 
portion. 

Every  legion  must  have  a chaplain,  of  respecta- 
ble talents  and  character,  who  besides  his  religious  j 
functions,  should  impress  on  the  minds  of  the  youth,  j 
at  staled  periods,  in  concise  discourses,  the  eminent  j 
advantages  of  free  governments  to  the  happiness  of } 
society — and  that  such  governments  #an  only  be  sup-  j 
ported  by  the  knowledge,  spirit,  and  virtuous  con- 
duct of  the  youdi;  to  be  illustrated  by  the  most  con- 
spicuous examples  of  history. 

No  amusements  should  be  admitted  in  camp,  but 
those  which  correspond  with  war.  The  swimming 
of  men  .uid  horses,  running,  wrestling,  and  such  j 
other  exercises  as  should  render  the  body  flexible 
and  vigorous. 

The  classes  should  if  possible,  be  formed  near  a 
river,  and  remote  from  large  cities.  The  first  is  ne- 
cessary for  t lie  practice  of  the  manoeuvres,  the  se- 
cond to  avoid  the  vices  of  populous  places. 

The  time  of  the  annual  encampment  shall  be  di- 
vided into  six  parts  or  periods  of  five  days  each.— - 
Tiie  first  of  winch  shall  be  occupied  in  acquiring 
theai.-,  attitudes,  411  d first  principles  of  a soldier — 
the  second  in  learning  the  manuel  exercise?,  and  to 
m t en  individually,  and  in  small  squads.  The  third 
and  fourth  in  exercising  and  manoeuvring  in  detail 
and  by  hattiiions  and  regiments.  Jn  the  fifth,  the 
you’ll  of  twenty,  having  been  disciplined  during  the 
two  preceding  annual  encampments,  are  to  be  includ- 
ed fills  period  is  to  be  employed  in  the  exercise 
and  tactics  of  the  legion:  or,  if  more  than  one,  m 
executing  the  grand  manoeuvres  of  the  whole  body 
* — mnrchuig,  attacking  and  defending  iw  various 
forms,  different  grounds  and  positions;  in  fine,  in 
reprehensing  all  the  real  images  of  war,  excepting 
the  effusion  of  blood. 

The  guards,  and  every  other  circumstances  of  the 
camp,  to  be  perfectly  regulated. 

E-.ch  state  will  determine  cn  the  season  in  which 
its  respective  annual  encampments  shall  be  formed, 
so  as  best  to  suit  the  health  of  the  men,  and  the  ge- 
neral interests  of  the  society, 

The  U.  S.  to  make  an  adequate  provision  to  sup- 
ply the  arms,  clothing,  rations,  artillery, ammunition, 
forage,  straw,  tents,  camp-equipage,  including  eve- 
ry requisite  for  the  annual  camps  of  discipline;  and 
also  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  legionary  offi- 
cers, and  for  the  following  general  staff-  one  inspec- 
tor-general, one  adjutant-general,  one  quartermas- 
ter-general, with  a deputy  for  each  state. 

These  officers  will  be  essential  to  the  uniformity, 
economy  and  efficacy  of  the  system,  to  be  appointed 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

The  quarter-master  general  shall  be  responsible  to 
the  United  States  for  the  public  property  of  every 
species,  delivered  to  him  for  the  annual  camps  of 
discipline;  and  his  deputy  in  each  state  shall  be  res- 
ponsible to  him, 


Ai  the  commencement  of  the  annual  camps  of  dis- 
cipline, the  deputy  quartermaster  will  make  regular 
issues  to  the  legionary  or  regimental  quartermasters, 
as  the  case  may  be,  of  all  the  articles,  of  every  species , 
provided  by  the  United  States. 

The  returns  for  the  said  articles  to  be  examined 
and  certified  by  the  highest  legionary  or  regimental 
officer,  as  the  case  may  be,  who  shall  be  responsible 
for  the  accuracy  thereof. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  annual  camps  of  disci- 
pline, all  public  property  (clothing  excepted)  shall 
be  returned  to  the  deputv  quartermasters  of  the  state 
who  shall  hold  the  legionary  quartermaster  accounta- 
ble for  all  deficiency.  All  the  apparatus  and  pro- 
perty so  returned  shall  be  carefully  examined,  repair 
ed  and  deposited  in  a magazine,  to  be  provided  in 
each  state  for  that  purpose,  under  the  charge  of  the 
said  deputy  quartermaster,  until  the  ensiling  annual 
encampment,  or  any  occasion  which  may  render  a 
new  issue  necessary. 

Corporal  punishments  shall  never  be  inflicted  in 
the  annual  camps  of  discipline,  but  a system  of  fine 
and  imprisonment  shall  be  formed  for  the  regular 
government  of  said  camps. 

OF  THE  MAIN  CORPS. 

As  the  main  and  reserved  corps  are  to  be  replead 
ished  by  the  principle  of  rotation  from  the  advanced 
corps,  and  ultimately  to  consist  of  men,  who  have 
received  their  military  education  therein,  it  is  pro- 
per that  one  uniform  arrangement  should  pervade 
the  several  classes. 

I*  is  for  this  reason,  the  legion  is  established  as 
the  commcm  form  of  all  the  corps  of  the  militia. 

The  main  legions,  consisting  of  the  great  majori- 
ty of'  the  men  of  the  military  age,  will  form  the  prin- 
cipal defence  of  the  country. 

They  are  to  be  responsible  for  Ibeir  proportion  of 
men,  to  form  an  army  whenever  necessity  shall  die?* 
tate  the  measure;  ami  on  every  sudden  occasion  to 
which  the  advanced  corps  shall  be  incompetent,  an 
adequate  numberof  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  shall  be  added  theteto,  from  the  main  corps* 
bv  means  of  the  sections. 

The  main  corps  will  be  perfectly  armed  in  the  first 
instance,  and  will  practice  the  exercise  and  ma- 
noeuvres four  days  in  each  year,  and  will  assemble  in 
their  respective  districts,  by  companies,  battalions, 
regiments,  or  legions,  as  shall  be  directed  by  the 
legionary  general;  but  it  must  be  a fixed  rul^,  that 
in  the  populous  parts  of  the  states,  the  regiments 
must  assemble  once  annually,  and  the  legions  once 
in  three  years. 

Although  the  main  corps  cannot  acquire  a great 
degree  of  military  knowledge,  in  a few  days  pre- 
scribed for  its  annual  exercise;  yet  by  the  constant 
accession  of  the  youth  from  the  advanced  corps,  it; 
will  soon  command  respect  for  its  discipline,  as  well 
as  its  numbers, 

When  the  youth  are  transferred  from  the  advanc«d 
corps,  they  shall  invariably  join  the  flank  compa- 
nies, the  cavalry,  or  artillery  of  the  main  corps,  ac- 
cording- to  the  nature  of  their  former  services. 

OF  THE  RESERVED  CORPS. 

The  reserved  corps  will  assemble  only  twice  annually  for  tho 
inaction  of  arms,  by  companies,  battalions,  or  regiments,  as  shall 
be  directed  by  tmeh  state.  It  will  assemble  by  legions,  whenever 
the  defence  of  the  state  may  render  the  measure  necessary. 

Such  are  the  propositions  of  the  plan:  to  which  it  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  add  some  explanations. 

Although  the  substantial  political  maxim,  which  requires  per* 
sonal  service  ofall  the  members  of the  community  for  the  defence 
of  the  state,  is  obligatory  under  all  forms  of  society,  and  is  the 
main  pillar  of  a free  government,  yet  the  degrees  thereof  may 
'ary  at  thediffeient  periods  of  life,  consistently  with  the  general 
welfare.  The  public  convenience  may  also  dic'rate  a relaxation  of 
the  general  obligation,  as  it  respects  the  principal  magistrates,  and 
the  ministers  of  justice  and  religion,  and  perhaps  some  religious 
Stcts.  But  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  tiutt  measures  of  national 
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importance,  should  never  be  frustrated  by  the  accommodation  of 
individuals. 

The  military  age  has  generally  commenced  at  sixteen,  and  ter- 
minated at  the  age  of  60  years;  but  the  youth  of  sixteen  do  not 
commonly  attain  such  a degree  of  robust  strength,  as  to  enable 
them  to  sustain,  without  injury,  the  hardships  incident  to  the 
Held;  therefore,  the  commencement  of  military  service  is  herein  fix- 
ed at  eighteen— and  the  termination  as  usual,  at  sixty  yt-ars  of  age. 

As  the  plan  proposes,  that  the  militia  shall  be  divided  into  three 
capital  classes,  and  that  each  class  shall  be  formed  into  legions; 
the  n-asousfor  which  shall  be  given  in  succession. 

The  advanced  corps,  and  annual  camps  of  discipline, arc  institut- 
ed in  order  to  introctuce  an  operative  military  spirit  in  the  commu- 
nity, to  establish  a course  of  honorable  military  service,  which  will 
at  the  same  time,  mould  the  minds  of  the  young  men,  to  a due 
obedience  of  the  laws;  instruct  them  in  the  art  of  war,  and  by  the 
manly  exercise  of  the  field,  form  a race  of  hardy  citizens,  equal 
to  the  dignified  task  of  defending  their  country. 

An  examination  into  the  employments  and  obligations  of  the 
individuals  composing  the  society,  will  evince  the  impossibility  of 
diffusing  an  adequate  knowledge  of  the  art  of  war,  by  any  other 
means  than  a course  of  discipline,  during  the  period  of  nonage. 
The  time  necessary  to  acquire  this  important  knowledge,  cannot 
be  afforded  at  any  other  period  of  life,  with  so  little  injury  to  the 
public  or  private  interest. 

Without  descending  to  minute  distinctions,  the  body  of  (he  peo- 
ple of  th  United  States  may  be  divided  into  two  parts— the  yeo- 
manry of  the  country,  and  the  men  of  various  employm  nts  re- 
sident in  the  towns’and  cities.  In  both  parts,  it  is  usual  for  th- 
male  children,  from  the  age  of  fourteen  to  twenty  one  years,  to 
loam  some  trade  or  employment,  under  the  direction  of  a parent 
or  master.  In  general,  the  labor  or  service  of  the  youth  during 
this  period,  besides  amply  repaying  the  trouble  of  tuition,  leaves 
a large  profit  to  the  tutor.  This  circumstance  is  stated,  to  show, 
that  no  great  hardships  will  arise  in  the  first  operations  of  the  pro- 
posed plan;  a little  practice  will  rendtp  the  measure  perfectly  e- 
qual.and  remove  every  difficulty. 

Youth  is  the  time  for  the  state  to  avail  itself  of  those  services 
•which  it  has  a right  to  demand,  and  by  which  it  is  to  be  invigorated 
and  preserved;  in  this  season,  (he  passions  anti  affections  are 
strongly  influenced  by  the  splendor  of  military  parade.  The  im- 
pressions the  mind  r .eem-s  will  he  retained’ through  life.  The 
young  men  will  repair  with  pride  and  ph  asure  to  the  field  of  ex- 
ercise; while  the  bead  of  a family,  anxious  tor  its  general  welfare 
and  perhaps  its  immediate  subsistence,  \yill  reluctantly  quit  Ills 
domestic  duties  for  any  length  of  time, 

The  habits  of  industry  yyill  be  rather  strengthened  than  relaxed 
fcy  the  establishment  of  the  annual  camps  of  discipline,  as  all  the 
time  will  be  occupied  by  the  various  military  duties.  Idleness 
and  dissipation  will  be  regarded  as  disgraceful,  and  punished  ac- 
cordingly. As  soon  as  the  youth  attain  the  age  of  manhood,  a 
nature.!  solicitude  to  establish  themselves  in  the  society,  will  occur 
in  its  full  force.  The  public  claims  for  military  service,  will  be  too 
inconsiderable  to  injure  their  industry.  It  will  be  sufficiently  sti- 
mulated to  proper  exertions,  by  the  prospects  of  opulence  attend- 
ing on  the  cultivation  of  a fertile  soil,  or  the  pursuits  of  a produc- 
tive commerce. 

It  is  presumed  that  thirty  days  annually  during  the  eighteenth 
and  nineteenth,  and  ten  days  during  the  twentieth  year,  is  the 
least  time  that  ought  to  be  appropriated  by  the  youth  to  the  ac- 
quisition of  the  military  art.  The  same  number  of  days  might  He 
added  during  the  twentieth  as  during  the  two  preceeding  years, 
were  not  the  expense  an  objection. 

Every  means  \Vill  be  provided  hy  the  public,  to  facilitate  the  mi- 
litary education  of  the  youth,  which  it  is  proposed  shall  be  an  in- 
dispensable qualification  of  a free  citizen;  therefore  thqy  will  not 
lie  entitled  to  any  piayb  But  the  officers  being  of  the  main  corps 
are  in  a different  predicamem;  they  are  supposed  to  have  passed 
through  the  course  of  discipline  required  by  the  laws,  and  to  be 
competent  to  instruct  ethers  in  the  military  art.  As  the  public 
will  have  but  small  claims  for  personal  services  on  them,  and  as 
they  must  incur  considerable  expenses  to  prepare  themselves,  to 
execute  properly  their  respective  offices,  they'  pught  to  be  paid 
while  on  actual  duty. 

As  soon  as  the  service  of  the  youth  expires  in  the  advanced 
Ci’.rps,  they  are  to  be  enrolled  in  the  main  corpj.  On  this  occasion, 
the  republic  receives  disciplined  and  free  citizens,  who  understand 
their  public  rights,  and  ;u-e  prepared  to  defend  them. 

The  main  corps  is  instituted,  to  preserve  and  circulate  through- 
out the  community,  the  military  discipline,  acquired  in  tjie  ad- 
vanced corps;  to  arm  the  people,  ana  fix  firmly  by  practice  and  ha- 
bit, those  forms  and  maxim's,  which  are  essential  to  the  life  and 
energy  of  a free  government. 

The  reserved  corps  is  instituted  to  prevent  men  being  sent  to  the 
field,  whose  strength  is  unequal  to  sustain  the  severities  of  an  ac- 
tive campaign.  But  by  organizing  and  rendering  them  eligible 
for  domestic  service,  a greater  proportion  of  the  younger  and  robust 
part  of  the  community,  may  he  enabled,  in  cases  of  necessity,  to 
encounter  the  most  urgent  duties  of  war. 

It  would  be  difficult,  previously  to  the  actual  formation  of  the 
annual  camps  of  discipline,  to  ascertain  the  number  in  each  state, 
of  which  it  would  he  composed.  The  frontier  counties  of  several 
states  are  thinly  inhabited,  and  require  all  their  internal  forcefor 
their  immediate  defence.  There  are  other  infant  settlements, 
f rom  which  it  might  be  injurious  to  draw  away  their  youth  annu- 
ally for  the  purpose  of  discipline. 

No  evil  will  result,  if  the  establishment  of  the  advanced  corps 
should  be  omitted  in  such  districts  for  a few  years.  Besides,  the 
forbearance  in  this  respect  would  lessen  th«  expense,  and  render 
the  institution  more  compatible  with  the  public  finances. 

-*The  several  stale  legislatures,  therefore  as  best  understanding 
■bar  local  interests,  might  he  invested  with  a discretionary  power 


to  omit  the  enrolments  for  the  advanced  corps,  in  such  of  their 
frontier  and  thinly  inhabited  counties  as  they  may  judge  proper. 

If  the  number  of  three  millions  may  be  assumed  as  the  total 
number  of  the  inhabitants  within  United  States,  half  a million  may- 
be deducted  therefrom,  for  blacks,  and,  pursuant  to  the  foregoing 
ideas,  another  half  million  may  be  deducted,  on  account  of  the 
thinly  settled  parts  of  thecouutrv. 

The  proportion  of  men  of  military  age,  from  eighteen  to  sixty 
years  inclusively,  of  two  millions  of  people  of  all  ages  and  sexes, 
may  be  estimated  at  four  hundred  thousand.  There  may  be  de- 
ducted from  this  number,  as  actual  mariners,  about  fifty  thousand, 
and  a further  number  of  twenty-five  thousand,  to  include  exempts 
of  religious  sects,  and  of  every  other  sort  which  the  respective 
states  may  think  proper  to  make. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  therefore  may  be  as- 
sumed, as  the  number  of  operative  tencible  men,  to  compose  the 
militia.  The  proportion  of  the  several  classes  of  which  w ould  be 
nearly  as  follows— 

Firstly— The  advanced  corps,  one  tenth  composed  of  the 

youth  of  the  ages  of  18,  ’9,  and  20  years,  # 32,50.0 

Secondly'— The  main  corps,  six  tenths  and  one  twentieth,  211,250 

Thirdly— The  reserved  corps,  two  tenths  and  one  twen- 
tieth, 81,250 

325, COO 

The  following  estimate  is  formed  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting 
the  annual  expense  of  the  institution  of  the  advanced  corps,  stating 
the  same  at  thirty  thousand  men.  . 

[Here  follows  an  estimate  formed  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting 
the  annual  expense  of  the  institution  of  the  advanced  corps,  stating 
the  same  at  30,000  men.]  . 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  officers  for  four  legions  will  be 
adbquate  to  command  the  youth  of  18,  who  commence  their  disci- 
pline the  first  year,  and  that  the  same  number  of  officers  will  be 
required  for  the  second  year.  The  youth  of  the  third  year  may 
be  incorporated  by  sections  in  the  existing  corps,  so  that  no  ad- 
ditional officers  will  be  required  on  their  account. 

Hence  it  appears  that  the  expense  of  10,000  men,  for 
one  year,  amounts,  to  225,670 

20,000,  for  the  d year,  to  3 16,840 

30,  03,  for  the  3d  year,  to  390,440 

If  the  youth  of  the  three  ages  of  18,  19  and  20  be  disci- 
plined at  once,  die  last  mentioned  sum  will  he  about  the 
fixed  annual  expense  of  the  camps  of  discipline,  from 
which,  however,  is  to  be  deducted  6,  00  dollars,  being  the 
expense  of  the  standards  and  colors,  the  former  of  which 
will  he  of  a durable  nature,  and  the  latter  will  not  require 
to  be  replaced  oftener  than  once  in  twenty  years,  6,000 


The  annual  expense  of  the  advanced  corps,  384, i40 

Thus  for  a sum  less  than  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  annu- 
ally, which,  apportioned  on  three  millions  of  people,  would  be 
little  more  than  onerfcighth  of  a dollar  each,  an  energetic  republican 
militia  may  be  durably  established— die  invaluable  principles  of 
liberty  secured  and  perpetuated,  and  a dignified  national  fabric 
erected  on  t|je  solid  foundation  of  public  virtue. 

The  main’  and  reserved  corps  must  be  perfectly  organized  in 
the  first  instance;  but  the  advanced  corps  will  not  be  completer 
Until  die  third  year  of  its  institution. 

The  combination  of  troops  of  various  descriptions  into  one  body 
so  as  to  invest  it  with  the  highest  and  greatest  number  of  powers, 
in  every  possible  situation,  has  long  been  a subject  of  discussion 
and  difference  of  opinion.  But  no  other  form  appears  so  well  to 
have  sustained  the  criterion  of  time  and  severe  examination,  as  the 
Roman  legion.  This  formidable  organization,  accommodated  to 
the  purposes  of  modern  war,  still  retains  its  original  energy  and 
superiority.  Of  the  ancients,  Polybius  and  Vegetius  have  described 
and  given  the  highest  encomiums  of  the  legion.  The  former,  par- 
ticularly, in  his  comparative  view  of  the  advantages  and  disad- 
vantages of  the  Macedonian  and  Roman  arms,  and  their  respec- 
tive orders  ol  battles,  has  left  to  mankind  an  instructive  and  im- 
portant legacy.  Of  the  moderns,  the  illustrious  marshal  Saxe  has 
modelled  the  legion  for  the  use  of  fire  arms,  and  strenuously  urges 
its  adoption,  in  preference  to  any  other  form.  And  the  respectable 
and  intelligent  veteran,  late  inspector  general  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  recommends  the  adoption  of  the  legion.* 

“Upon  a veView,”  says  he,  “of  all  the  military  of  Europe,  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  a single  form  which  could  be  safely  adopted 
by  the  United  States.  They  are  unexceptionably  different  from 
each  other;  and  like  all  other  human  institutions,  seem  to  have 
started  as  much  out  of  accident  as  design.  The  local  situation  of 
the  country,  the  spirit  of  the  government,  the,  character  of  the 
nation,  and  in  many  instances  the  character  of  the  prince,  have 
all  had  their  influence  in  setting  the  foundation  and  discipline  of 
their  respective  troops,  and  render  it  impossible  that  we  should 
take  either  a?  a model.  The  legion,  alone,  has  not  been  adopted  by 
any;  and  vet  I am  confident  in  asserting,  that  w hether  it  be  exa- 
mined as  ’applicable  to  all  countries,  or  as  it  may  immediately 
apply  to  the  existing  or  probable  necessity  of  this,  it  will  be  found 
stirringly  superior  to  any  other. 

‘ist.  Bring  a complete  and  little  army  of  itself,  it  is  ready  to 
begin  its  operations  oil  the  shortest  notice  or  slightest  alarm.— 
2d.  Haying  all  the  component  parts  of  the  largest  army  of  any 
possible  description,  it  is  prepared  to  meet  every  species  of  war 
that  may  present  itself.  And,  .3d,  As  in  every  case  of  detachment, 
the  first  constitutional  principle  will  be  preserved,  and  the  enibai  - 
rassments  of  draughting  and  detail,  which,  in  armies  differently 
framed,  too  often  distract  the  commanding  officer,  w ill  be  avoided, 

*Vide,  Letter  addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  State1' 
on  the  subject  of  an  established  militia.' 
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hIt  may  rarity  surest  itself,  from  this  sketch,  that  in  forming 
a legion,  the  most  difficult  task  is  to  dutermine  the  necessary  pro- 
portion of  each  species  of  soldiers  which  is  to  compose  it.  • Ins 
must  obsiously  depend  upon  what  will  be  the  theatre,  and  wliat 
the  style  of  the  war.  On  the  plains  of  Poland,  whole  brigades 
of  cavalry  would  be  necessary  against  every  enemy;  but,  m the 
forests,  and  among  the  hills  of  America,  a single  regiment  would 
be  more  than  sufficient  agaiust  any.  And  as  tU  re  are  but  two 
kinds  of  war  to  which  we  are  much  exposed,  viz.  an  attack  f rom 
the  seaside  by  an  European  power,  aided  by  our  sworn  enemies, 
settled  on  our  extreme  left,  and  an  invasion  of  our  back  settle- 
ments by  an  indian  enemy,  it  follows,  of  course,  that  musket  ers 
and  light  infantry  should  make  the  greatest  part  of  your  army. 

The  institution  of  tt>e  section  is  intended  to  interest  the  pa- 
triotism ami  pride  of  every  individual  in  the  militia  to  support 
the  ligal  measures  of  a free  government— to  render  every  man 
active  in  the  public  eatise,  by  introducing  the  spirit  of  emulation, 
and  a degree  of  personal  responsibility. 

The  common  mode  of  recruiting  is  attended  with  too  great 
destruction  of  morals  to  be  tolerated,  and  is  too  uncertain  to  be 
the  principal  resource  of  a wise  nation  in  time  of  dan*  er.  The 
public  faith  is  frequently  wounded  by  unworthy  individuals,  who 
hold  out  delusive  promises  which  can  never  be  realized.  By  suah 
means  an  unprincipled  banditti  are  often  collected  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defending  every  thing  that  should  be  dear  to  freemen. 
The  consequences  are  natural;  such  meu  either  desert  in  time  ot 
danger,  or  are  ever  ready  on  the  slightest  disgust  to  turn  their 
arms  against  their  country. 

By  tiie  establishment  of  the  sections,  an  ample  and  permanent 
source  is  opened,  whence  the  state,  in  every  exigence,  may  be 
supplied  with  men,  w hose  all  depends  upon  the  prosperity  of  their 
country! 

In  cases  of  necessity,  an  army  may  be  formed  of  citizens,  whose 
previous  knowledge  of  discipline  will  enable  it  to  proceed  to  an 
immediate  accomplishment  of  the  designs  of  the  state,  instead  of 
exhausting  the  public  resources,  by  wasting  whole  years  in  pre- 
paring to  face  the  enemy. 

The  previous  arrangements  necessary  to  form  and  maintain 
the  annual  encampments,  as  well  as  the  discipline  acquired  therein, 
wiil  be  an  excellent  preparation  for  war.  The  artillery  and  its 
numerous  appendages,  arms,  and  accoutrements  of  every  kind, 
and  all  species  of  ammunition,  ought  to  be  manufactured  within 
the  United  States.  It  is  of  high  importance  that  the  present  period 
should  be  embraced  to  establish  adequate  institutions  to  produce 
the  necessary  apparatus  of  War. 

It  is  unworthy  the  dignity  of  a rising  and  free  empire  to  de- 
pend on  foreign  and  fortuitous  supplies  of  the  essential  means  of 
defence. 

The  clothing  for  the  troops  could,  with  ease,  be  manufactured 
within  the  United  States,  and  the  establishment  in  that  respect 
would  tend  to  the  encouragement  of  important  manufactories. 

The  disbursements  made  in  each  state  for  the  rations,  forage, 
ami  other  necessary  articles  for  the  annual  camps  of  discipline, 
would  most  beneficially  circulate  the  money  arising  from  the 
public  revenue. 

The  local  circumstances  of  the  Uryited  States,  their  numerous 
seaports,  and  the  protection  of  their  commerce,  require  a naval 
arrangement.  Hence  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  plan,  embra- 
cing the  idea  of  the  states  obtaining  men  on  republican  principles 
for  the  marine  as  well  as  the  land  service.  But  one  may  be  ac- 
complished with  much  greater  facility  than  the  other,  as  the  pre- 
paration of  a soldier  for  the  field  requires  a degree  of  discipline, 
which  cannot  be  learned  without  much  time  and  labor;  whereas 
the  common  course  of  sea  service,  on  board  of  merchant  vessels, 
differs  but  little  from  the  service  required  on  board  of  armed  ships. 
Therefore,  the  education  for  war,  in  this  respect,  will  be  obtained 
without  any  expense  to  the  state.  All  that  seems  to  be  requisite 
on  the  head  of  marine  service,  is,  that  an  efficient  regulation  should 
be  established  in  the  respective  states,  to  register  all  actual  seamen, 
and  to  render  those  of  a certain  age  amenable  to  the  public  for 
personal  service,  it  demanded  within  a given  period. 

The  constitutions  of  the  respective  states,  and  of  the  United 
States,  having  directed  the  modes  in  which  the  officers  of  the 
militia  shall  be  appointed,  no  alteration  can  be  made  therein. 
Although  it  maybe  supposed  that  sqme  inodes  of  appointment  are 
better  calculated  than  others,  to  inspire  the  highest  propriety  of 
conduct,  yet  there  are  none  so  defective  to  serve  as  a sufficient 
reason  for  rejecting  an  efficient  system  for  the  militia.  It  is  certain, 
that  the  choice  of  officers,  is  the  point  on  which  the  reputation 
and  i mportance  of  a corps  must  depend.,  Therefore  every  person 
who  may  be  concerned  in  the  appointment  should  consider  him- 
self us  responsible  to  his  country  for  a proper  choice. 

The  wisdom  of  the  states  will 'be  manifested  by  inducing  those 
citizens,  of  whom  the  late  American  army  was  composed  to  accept 
of  appointments  in  the  militia.  The  high  degree  of  military  know- 
ledge w nich  they  possess,  was  acquired  at  too  great  a price,  and  is 
too  precious  to  be  buried  in  oblivion;  it  ought  to  be  cherished,  and 
rendered  permanently  beneficial  to  the  community. 

The  vigor  and  importance  of  the  proposed  plan,  will  entirely  de- 
pend on  the  laws  relative  thereto.  Uuless  the  laws  shall  be  equal 
to  the  object,  and  rigidly  enforced,  no  energetic  national  militia 
can  Ik;  established. 

If  wealth  be  admitted  as  a principle  of  exemption,  the  plan  can- 
not be  executed.  It  is  the  wisdom  of  political  establishments,  to 
make  the  wealth  of  individuals  subservient  to  the  general  good,  and 
not  to  suffer  it  to  corrupt,  or  attain  undue  indulgence. 


* “Sworn  enemies  settled  on  our  extreme  left”— the  British  in 
Canada— the  “rod  held  over  the  back  of  the  rebel  colonies.”  What 
—and  did  Washington  adopt  this  idea  of  the  “bulwark  of  the 
religion  and  liberties  of  the  world?”  It  may  be  considered  a “me- 
lancholy truth ,”  but  he  CCTWraty  did.  EG..  Reg, 
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It  is  conceded,  that  people,  solicitous  to  he  exonerated  from  their 
proportion  of  public  duty,  may  exclaim  against  the  proposed  ar- 
rangement as  an  intolerable  hardship:  but  it  ought  to  be  strongly 
impressed,  that  while  society  has  its  charms,  it  also  has  itsimlis- 
pensible  obligations.  That  to  attempt  such  a degree  of  refine- 
ment,as  to  exonerate  the  members  of  the  community  from  all 
personal  serv  ice,  is  to  render  tin  in  incapable  of  the  exercise,  and 
unworthy  of  the  characters  of  freemen/t" 

Every ’state  possesses,  not  only  the  right  of  personal  service  from 
its  members,  but  the  right  to  regulate  the  service  on  principles  of 
equality  for  the  general  defence.  All  being  bound,  none  oan  com- 
plain of  injustice  oil  being  obliged  to  perform  his  equal  proportion. 
Therefore  it  ought  to  be  a permanent  rule,  that  those  who  in 
youth,  decline  efr  refuse  to,  subject  themselves  to  the  course  of  mi- 
litary education,  established  by  the  laws,  would  be  considered  as 
unworthy  of  public  trust  or  public  honors,  and  be  excluded  there- 
from accordingly. 

If  the  majesty  of  the  laws  should  be  preserved  inviolate  in  this 
respect  the  operations  of  the  proposed  plan  would  foster  a glori- 
ous public  spirit;  infuse  the  principles  of  energy  and  stability  into 
the  body  politic;  and  give  an  high  degree  of  political  splendor  to 
the  national  character. 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 

December  29.  The  bill  for  taxing1  house  hold 
furniture,  See.  was  passed  to  a third  reading. 

December  30  Mr.  Kerr,  a senator  from  ©hio,  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  Worth  ingtoon  took  his  seat. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Brent,  a senator  from  Virginia 
was  announced,  and  the  usual  order  taken  to  pay 
the  respect  of  congress  to  the  memory  of  the  de- 
ceased. 

JMonday,  January  2.  The  bill  laying  duties  oil 
household  furniture,  having  been  read  a third  time 
as  amende  !,  the  question  on  its  passage  was  decided 
in  'he  ffirmative  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chase,  Condit,  Gail* 
lard,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Taylor,  Turner, 
Varnum,  Walker,  Wharton— 16. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Daggett,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Ma- 
son. Smith,  Thompson,  Wells— 9.  ” 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  the  concurrence  of  the 
house  of  representatives  desired  in  the  amendments 
thereto. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Varnum’s  motion  contemplating  the  reporting  a bill 
for  a draft  of  eighty  thousand  militia,  to  serve  for 
nine  months:  which  having  been  amended  so  as  to 
require  the  committee,  instead  of  reporting  a bill, 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  adopting  such  a 
measure  was  agreed  tto. 

Mr.  Horsey  submitted  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

Jiesolved,  That  the  fiscal  committee  be  instructed 
to  prepare  and  report  a bill  allowing  drawbacks  of 
the  duties  imposed  on  goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
dize manufactured  within  the  United  States  export, 
ed  to  any  foreign  port  or  place. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  direct 
tax  bill. 

Mr.  Turner  moved  to  reduce  the  proposed  amount 
of  the  tax  from  six  millions  to  four  millions  Jive  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  „•  which  motion  was  decided  as 
follows  : 

YE  AS.— Anderson,  Bibb,  Condit,  Lambert,  Smith,  Turner, 
Wharton — 7. 

NAYS. — Bledsoe.  Brown,  Chase.  Daggett,  Fronientin,  Gai Hard, 
German,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Kerr,  King.  Lacock,  Mason,  Morrow, 
Roberts,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Varnum,  Walker— 20. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Dec.  29. — This  day  was  consumed  in 
considering  amendment  after  amendment  and  mo- 
tion after  motion  respecting  the  bill  to  establish  a 
national  bank,  the  most  of  which  appeared  to  be  got 
up  only  to  waste  time.  We  intended  a detail  of 
them,  but  the  room  is  required  for  other  tilings  — 
The  house  sat  until  7 o’clock  in  the  evening,  and 

tTlie  paragraph  and  the  two  that  follow  we  recommend  should 
be  read  at  least  tn'ice  over.  Not  because  their  meaning  is  any  wh® 
ofiscure,  but  on  account  of  the  strong  doctrine  they  inculcate* 
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the  majority  rose  with  an  apparent  determination  of 
passu.;'  the  bill  the  next  day. 

Friday , Dec.  30. — After  some  other  business,  the 
house  again  took  up  the  bank  bill,  but  the  proceed- 
ings were  interrupted  by  a message  from  the  senate 
announcing  the  death  of  one  of  their  body,  Mr. 
Brent,  of  Virginia,  and  the  usual  resolutions  to  at- 
tend the  funeral  were  passed  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Saturday , Dec,  31.. — No  business  done,  on  ac- 
count of  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Brent. 

Monday,  Jan  2. — A good  deal  of  minor  business 
beiog  disposed  of,  the  house  again  took  up  the  bill 
to  establish  a national  b;.nk— after  a good  many  mo- 
tions had  been  made,  they  came  to  the  main  question, 
“shall  the  bill  pass and  the  yeas  and  nays  Were  as 
follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer.  Avery, 
Barnett,  Bigelow,  Bradley,  Brown,  Calclwtll,  Cannon,  Chappell, 
Clark.  Clendenin,  Co  instock,  Conard,  Creighton,  Croitfdt.  Cuth- 
bert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pa.  BciidyflJes,  Duvall,  Earl;  Farrow,  Find- 
ley, Fisk,  of  Vt  Fisk,  of  N.  Y.  Forney,  Forsythe,  Gholson,  Gour* 
din.  Griffin,  Harris,  Hasnrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins,  of  Ky. 
Hubiiard,  fngersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Kent  of  Md.  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Kii bourn,  King,  ot'N.C.  Leflferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  M*Coy, 
.M'lwr-,  M L'an,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mttrfret,  Nelson,  Ormsby, 
Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pen.  Rhea  of  Ten.  Rich,  Ring- 
gold,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith,  of  Pa.  Strong, 
Taurteiiill,  Taytot,  Telfair,  Udree,  Ward,  of  N.  J.  Williams,  Wil- 
son. of  Pa.  Yaneey— 81. 

NAYS.—Messrs.  Bard,  Bayliesof  Mass.  Vayly  of  Va.  Bines,  Bow- 
en, Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Biigham,  Bin-well,  Butler. 
Capcrton,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clouton,  Cooper,  Coxe. 
Crawtind,  Culpepper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Mass.  D-slsa,  Ely  Evans, 
Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes.  Glassgow,  Gvosvenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Han- 
stim,  Henderson,  Howell,  Humphreys,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  It.  I. 
Johnson  of  Vir.  Johnson  of  Ky-  Kennedy,  Kent  of  N.  Y,  King  of 
Mass.  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  M Kim.  Miller,  Moseley,  Mark-* 
ell,  Newton,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John 
Reed,  Win.  Reed,  Haggles,  Scho reman,  Seybert,  Slieffey,  Sher- 
wood, Shiplierd,  Siaytnaktr,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Mass.  Webster,  Wheaton, 
'White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Mass.  Winter — 80. 

Tiie  slate  of  the  vote  h wing  been  declared — 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Clieves  of  S.  C.)  lose.  After 
adverting  to  the  rule  of  the  house,  which  makes  it 
the  right  and  duty  of  the  Speak*5 r to  vote  in  t wo 
cases,  ®f  which  this  was  one,  he  proceeded  to  as- 
sign briefly  the  reasons  which  influenced  him  to  vote 
against  the  bill.  He  noticed  the  opinions  expressed 
on  both  sides  of  the  house  for  and  against  the  mea- 
sure; and  declared  Ius  conviction  that  the  bill  pro- 
posed a dangerous,  unexampled,  and,  he  might  al- 
most say,  a desperate  resort.  He  cursorily  examin- 
ed the  three  views  in  which  the  passage  of  the  bill 
^ad  been  advocated,  namely  as  calculated  to  resus- 
citate public  credit;  to  establish  a circulating  me- 
dium; and  to  afford  the  ways  and  means  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  government.  He  delivered,  with  even 
more  than  liis  usual, eloquence  and  impressiveness, 
his  opinions  on  these  several  points,  and  concluded 
with  expressing  his  solemn  belief,  that  neither  of' 
these  purposes  would  be  answered  by  the  bill.  He 
demed  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  was  demanded 
by  the  safety  of  the  nation;  but  intimated  his  opinion 
that  a national  bank  bill  might  be  framed,  by  which 
the  avowed  objects  of  the  present  bill  might  be  ac- 
complished, which  he  hud  no  doubt  would  unite  a 
majority  in  its  favor.  Although  the  vote  was  pain- 
ful to  him  to  give,  he  was  therefore  obliged  to  vote 
in  the  negative. 

The  Speaker's  vote  having-  produced  an  equality  of 
Stoles,  he  declared  the  decision  of  the  house  to  be, 
that  the  bill  sh  ould  not  pass. 

So  THE  BILL  IS  REJECTED. 

After  which,  Air.  Hall,  who  had  voted  in  the  nega- 
tive, moved  a reconsideration — not  because  he  had 
changed  his  opinion,  but  to  afford  his  friends  an  op- 
portunity of  giving  such  shape  to  the  bill  as  might 
unite  all  the  members  favorable  to  the  principle  of 
establishing  such  a bank — before  the  question  was 
decided  on  this  motion  the  house  adjourned* 


[On  the  yeas  and  nays  inserted  above,  it  may  not 
be  amiss  to  remark,  that  several  in  the  negative  so 
voted  from  constitvtiojial  objections  to  the  bill— - 
others  on  account  of  its  details  j 

Tuesday , January  3.  A bill  to  establish  an  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy,  and  the  bill  4rom  the  senate 
to  appoint  certain  naval  officers  (admirals)  were 
read  and  referred. 

The  question  then  came  up  to  reconsider  the  vote 
on  the  bill  respecting  the  nation.?!  bank.  M;-.nv  re- 
marks were  made  by  different  gentlemen  shewing 
their  reasons  why  they  should  vote  for  or  ag-  inst 
the  motion*  After  they  had  spoken,  Mr.  Hale  said 
he  had  made  his  motion  with  the  hope  of  obtaining 
a compromize,  of  conflicting  opinions,  and  a modifii 
cation  of  the  present  bill.  But,  finding  its  friends 
SO  Wedded  to  it  as  to  attempt  to  force  it  through 
the  house,  he  withdrew  his  motion  for  a reconsidera* 
tion. 

Afr.  M‘Kim  renewed  the  motion  to  *• e-consider  the 
vote  on  the  bank  bill;  not  from  any  intention  to 
change  his  Vote,  but  from  a disposition  to  accommo- 
date his  friends  on  a question  of  so  much  magni* 
tude. 

The  question  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays — for 
a re-consideration  107,  against  *54.  After  some  time, 
the  bill  wip  re-committed  to  a select  committee — 
ye.is  89,  nays  71. 

Wednesday , Jan.  4.  Mr.  'Fisk  from  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amend- 
ments of  the  senate,  to  the  furniture  tax  bill,  recom- 
mend a disagreement  to  the  same  ; and  the  question 
being  taken  thereon,  they  were  accordingly  disa- 
greed to. 

The  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  for  tax- 
ing Certain  manufactures,  were  considered  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  afterwards  in  the  house. 
Those  amendments  which  go  to  exempt  pig  iroii 
from  taxation,  and  add  umbrellas  and  parusols,  were 
disagreed  to,  and  the  others  were  agreed  to. 

The  house  spent  some  time  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  the 
enemy,  and-  for  other  purposes  ; which  underwent  a 
considerable  discussion,  until  late  in  the  day,  when 
the  committee  rose,  reported  progress  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again  thereon. 

VC* 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Hartfoiid  convention.  The  doings  of  this  as' 
sembtage  are  still  a profound  secret,  except  it  ap- 
pears that  a person  from  Vermont,  appointed,  no  bo- 
dy knows  how,  has  been  received,  not  as  a delegate, 
but  as  “assistant  secretary.”  Some  persons  have 
supposed  they  would  adjourn  in  the  first  week  in 
this  month  ; and  think  they  will  report  to  their  re- 
spective legislatures  before  their  proceedings  are 
made  public.  But  we  have  no  hint  of  what  these 
proceedings  are. 

The  effect  of  this  meeting,  let  it  end  as  it  may, 
will  be  infelicitous.  At  two  or  three  places  the  “pub- 
licans and  sinners”  have  held  meetings,  and  resolved 
that  they  considered  it  inexpedient  to  pay  the  du- 
ties for  licenses  until  after  the  proceedings  of  the 
Hartford  convention  were  published,  by  which  they 
would  regulate  their  conduct.  Are  these  the  men- 

of  “ steady  habits ” the  “friends  of  order  and  lav?* 

the  “religious  ?” 

We  do  not  see  any  reason  to  apprehend  the  things 
so  much  talked  of — we  believe  there  is  a “redeem- 
ing spirit”  in  the  people  of  Massachusetts  that  will 
hurl  the  jacobins  into  the  “bottom less  pit”  of  confu- 
sion and  disgrace,  pell  raelf  and  headlong,  the  mo- 
ment they  do  the  overt  act. 
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New-Orleans.— The  intelligence  of  an  enemy’s 
fieet  being  01T  the  Halize , as  stated  in  onr  last,  mils* 
have  been  premature.  We  have  accounts  from  New 
Orleans  to  tne  10th  of  Decembef,  at  which  time  the 
enemy  had  not  been  heard  of  in  that  quarter,  nor 
did  they  seem  much  ro  care  how  soon  he  came,  being- 
amply  prepared  to  receive  him.  Gen.  Jackson  arriv- 
ed there  about  the  2d  of  that  month  with  a fine  body 
qf  men.  He  proceeded  down  the  fiver  a day  or  two 
afterwards  to  inspect  the  different  foris  and  works, 
some  of  which  are  represented  as  very  powerful ; 
ar.d  we  are  well  supplied  with  block  ships,  gun 
boats,  raf's,  &c.  His  whole  command  is  estimated 
at  22,000  men,  besides  the  militia  of  Louisiana — of 
these  about  10.000  were  with  him  on  the  2d  Decern 
her,  and  die  ‘Kentucky  and  Tennessee  boys  were 
pushing  on  to  join  him,  as  were  also  the  Georgia 
tro  *ps.  The  following  despatch  received  at  Mil- 
tedgeville , by  the  governor  of  Georgia,  on  the  10th, 
givvs  us  some  information  of  the  enemy. 

JViilledgeviltei  Dec.  21. — Yesterday  a despatch  was 
received  by  the  governor  from  general  M‘fntosh, 
stating  that  information  had  been  given  by  the  Indi- 
ans of  the  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  the  Appalachieola 
in  Florida  of  a large  British  fleet,  having  on  board 
a*  cording  to  the  enemy’s  statement,  fourteen  thou- 
sand troops,  and  a considerable  part  of  them  blacks. 
S.’ven  of  the  vessels  are  said  to  be  very  large,  the 
remainder  of  smaller  size  and  loaded  with  ammuni- 
tion and  presents  for  the  Indiana  The  British  have 
built  a strong  rort  at  Forbes’s  store,  and  placed  in 
it  a garrison  of  3U0  men.  All  the  Indians  have  been 
invited  to  come  to  receive  presents — The  Red  Sticks 
and  many  runaway  negroes  have  gone. 

If  th'*  above  news  be  true,  the  British  evidently 
intend  carrying  on  an  active  Warfare  against  this 
state,  amt  we  shall  not  be  surprized  if  an  attempt 
bemad  - to  prevent  a junction  between  our  army  aud 
that,  under  general  Jackson. 

The  troops  at  fort  Hawkins  amounting  1o  about 
2500,  struck  their  tents  on  Monday,  and  took  up  j 
the  line  of  nrurch  for  Mobile,  of  which  place  and 
neighborhood  gen.  M‘Intosh  will  have  the  com- 
mand, gen.  Jackson  intending  to  remain  in  tke  vi- 
cinage of  NTew-Orleans.  Of  the  route  of  the  army 
we  deem  it  improper  to  speak. 

[App.ilachicola  bay  may  beabout250  miles,  south 
in  a direct  line  from  Milledgevilte,  and  about  300 
east  from  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  The  Flint 
river,  which  empties  into  this  bay,  has  a navigation 
for  small  vessels  or  boats  a considerable  distance  in- 
to the  country  inhabited  by  the  Seminoles,  the  most 
savage  indians  of  the  south,  and  also  the  most  hos- 
tile. It  is  possible  that  the  “bulwark  of  religion” 
may  have  made  his  appearance  here  to  give  life  and 
spirit  to  his  “ dear  allies ,”  the  savages  and  negroes; 
and,  perhaps,  leave  a small  force,  with  a full  sup- 
ply of  arms  and  ammunition,  for  the  purpose  of 
murdering  women  and  children  on  the  inland  fron- 
tiers of  Georgia,  while  with  his  chief  body  he  pro- 
ceeds on  his  grand  expedition  ] 

Pensacola.  By  a sloop  that  has  arrived  at  Wil- 
mington, N.  C.  with  a c rgo  of  sugar,  and  with  se- 
veral passengers  from  Hi  vana , we  learn  “that  great 
dissatisfaction  with  king  Ferdinand  existed  there, 
and  that  though  at  first  the  capture  of  Pensacola  by 
general  Jackson  had  given  a shock  in  that  place 
which  occasioned  the  stopping  of  American  vessels 
--■yet  ns  soon  as  they  received  accounts  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  Pensacola  was  restored^fcll  difficulties 
ceased,  the  vessels  were  liberated  and  the  Americans 
treated  with  great  respect.” 

[Juckson*s  conduct  at  Pensacola  will  be  approved, 
Ive  trust,  by  all  men,  except  the  jacobins  of  his  own 
Country,  who  would  convert  a Gabriel  into  a Lctic* 


bub,  if  he  opposed  the  white,  red  and  black  allied 
savages.] 

Tlie  British,  before  they  left  Pensacola  committed 
every  excess — “pillage,  rnvsge,  destruction  and  fire 
marked  their  progress,”  and  to  cap  the  whole,  they 
c rried  off  100  negroes  belonging  to  their  “dear 
friends*’  the  Sp -wards!  Letters  from  thence  ; re 
filled  with  e.ulogiums  on  the  conduct  of  Jacks  n ; 
they  call  him  the  “liberator  of  Pensacola” — and  veil 
might  the  people  of  that  place  declare,  thnt  “our 
Chactaws  were  more  civilized  than  the  f religious J 
English 

Baltimore.  The  following  tale  was  told  to  the 
committee  of  vigilance  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  by 
two  persons  who  have  been  with  the  enemy  since 
August  last,  and  were  in  the  Menalaus  frigate  : tthe 
time  of  the  de  o n strati  on  ou  Baltimore.  The  ntiempfc 
to  pass  the  Ferry  Branch  [Fort  Covington]  waa 
made,  as  one  of  them  states,  by  eighty  boats  car- 
rying about  25  men  each,  eight  of  which  were  en- 
tirely destroyed,  with  a loss  as  was  admitted  by 
seme  inferior  officers, after  their  return,  > from  5 to 
600  men!  Two  boats  only  went  from  the  \le  alaus, 
both  of  which  returned,  but  17  of  the  mei  were 
missing.  They  have  communicated  some  other  in- 
formation, highly  interesting,  but  improper  to  com- 
municate at  the  present  time. 

[We  put  no  faith  in  this  report  to  the  extent  stated 
—but  it  is  impossible  to  believe  that  the  enemy  did 
not  suffer  severely  on  the  occasion  alluded  to,  though 
the  admiral,  ( candid  sou!.' J does  not  even  mention 
the  expedition.] 

South  Carolina  has  placed  at  the  disposition  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  260,000  dol- 
lars, to  pay  the  troops  in  that  quarter,  to  be  passed 
to  the  credit  of  the  state  in  anticipation  of  its  quota, 
of  the  direct  tax.  The  honorable  particulars  of  this 
transaction  shall  be  recorded. 

State  troops. — The  legislature^of  South  Caro'- 
lina  has  passed  a law  to  raise  a brigade  of  state 
j troops — the  officers  are:  Daniel  Elliott  Huger,  bri- 
gadier-general ; Andrew  Pickens  and  James  Jt. 
Pringle , colonels;  Francis  A.  Deliessline  and  IV.  G, 
Middleton , lieutenant-colonels  ; James  M.  Kibben  and 
John  Canty,  1st  majors  ; Andrew  liasell  and  John  Si 
Manet',  2d  liujors. 

Nkw  York.  Gov.  Tompkins  having  proceeded  tor 
Albany,  the  command  of  this  post  has  devolved  on 
brig.  gen.  Boyd.  In  a letter  to  the  mayor,  he  otters 
his  warmest  thanks  to  the  corporation  of  the  city  fbi* 
its  liberality  and  patriotism.  The  governor  appears 
to  have  given  great  satisfaction  in  his  military  capa- 
city, and  to  have  secured  the  attachment  and  esteem 
of  all  parties. 

Cast i n’e. — The  British  at  Castine  have  had  a re- 
port that  the  Independence  and  Constitution,  with 
2 7 privateers,  and  13,000  men,  were  in  complete 
readiness  at  Boston  for  an  attack  on  that  place  ! 

The  hostages. — The  original  twenty-three  host* 
ages  held  by  the  British  government  in* Canada,  have, 
at  length  been  released.  " They  arrived  at  Pluttsbwig* 
on  the  22d  ult.  from  Quebec. 

MILITARY. 

M"j.  gen.  Macomb  has  resumed  his  command 
Plattsburgh,  where  the  apprehension  of  a winter 
campaign  seems  considerably  lessened. 

Lt.  col.  Towson,  is  at  present  in  Baltimore,  on  a 
visit  to  his  friends.  Tt  is  the  first  time  that  lie  lifts 
left  his  corps  since  the  war. 

Col.  Joseph  D.  Learned,  of  the  34th  regiment  T/. 
S.  infantry,  has  been  lately  tried  by  a court  martial, 
convened  at  Portland,  of  which  brig.  gen.  Chandtyi* 
was  president,  and  found  guilty  of  “fraud  and  em- 
bezzlement of  public  monies.”  ’ It  was  proved  that 
in  the  summer  of  l<Wg  be  7QQ  priricffu 
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boxes,  belts  and  bayonet-scabbards  to  be  made  on  ac- 
count of  the  United  States  at  $1  75  for  each  sett, 
and  paid  for  them  at  that  rate;  but  contrived  to  ob- 
tain a receipt  for  the  rate  of  $2  per  sett;  by  which 
means  he  obtained  of  the  deputy  commissary  of  pur- 
chases payment  at  the  latter  rate,  thereby  making  a 
profit  to  himselfof  25  cents  on  each  sett,  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  175  dollars.  lie  was  found  guilty 
likewise  , on  other  charges,  and  sentenced  to  be 
cashiered , which  sentence  is  approved  bv  the  com- 
manding officer  of  this  district,  and  the  said  colonel 
Learned  is  no  longer  an  officer  of  the  army. 

The  Democratic  Press , says — “We  understand 
that  an  arrangement  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners 
lias  been  made,  arid  that  4000  prisoners  are  expected 
to  arrive  in  the  United  States.” 

tie  ad- quarters,  A ashvilte,  Nov.  24,  1814. 

GENERA!  ORDERS. 

Soldiers — It.  is  a matter  of  congratulation  to  our 
country,  to  behold  with  what  promptitude  you  have 
obeyed  the  summons  to  the  field. 

No  sooner  was  the  Will  of  vour  government  known, 
than  you  threw  aside  the  habiliments  of  the  peace- 
ful citizen,. and  attired  yourselves  in  the  armor  of 
tvar.  . 

The  convulsions  which  have  agitated  Europe  for 
such  a long  series  of  years,  have  settled  down  into 
that  despotism  \Vhich  f'afors  legitimate  kings  ; and 
the  attention  of  the  despots  are  now  turned  alone  to 
our  happy  republic,  with  the  hope  of  despoiling  our 
free  institutions,  and  sweeping  oiir  government  from 
the  map  of  the  world. 

The  peace  which  has  been  formed  by  the  consent 
of  the  princes  of  Europe,  has  given  our  enemy  a 
great  disposable  force,  which  he  will  be  enabled  to 
throw  on  our  borders,  and  will  make  him  still  more 
haughty  than  before  this  recent  event.  It  becomes 
us  then,  my  countrymen,  to  be  prepared  for  any  sud- 
den invasion — to  go  forth  and  meet  the  enemy  at 
the  threshold  of  our  territory — to  be  patient  under 
all  fatigue,  and  firm  in  sustaining  all  difficulties,  re- 
membering that  the  first  glory  of  a soldier  is  his 
submission  to  the  will  of  his  country. 

It  is  matter  of  pride  to  your  general  to  know  that 
he  has  the  honor  of  commanding  the  troops  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

Our  stale  has  risen  to  the  highest  lists  of  military 
glory,  and  he  has  a presentiment  this  army  will  be 
equally  distinguished  with  those  who  have  already 
served  in  the  field. 

The  war  has  assumed  such  an  aspect,  and  the  pres- 
sure of  it  is  so  great  that  if  ever  exet’tions  were  ne- 
cessary, they  are  at  this  moment. 

The  whole  circumference  of  the  United  States 
can  be  invaded,  either  by  the  British  or  their  nume- 
rous indian  allies.  Let  us  then  be  watchful  of  our 
territory,  that  its  soil  be  not  polluted  by  the  sacri- 
legious tread  of  the  savage,  or  of  the  subjects  of 
that  government  who  basely  employs  them. 

The  exigency  of  the  times  requires  our  immediate' 
march  to  the  lower  country,  there  to  protect  that 
section  of  our  union  which  is  so  important  to  the  peo- 
ple westward  of  the  Alleghany  mountain. 

The  city  of  New- Orleans  is  the  grand  depot  of 
the  products  of  our  country,  and  every  one  of  us 
ought  to  feel  a strong  interest  in  defending  this 
great  marUof  trade  and  source  of  wealth  to  the  up- 
per country. 

It  will  afford  your  general  infinite  satisfaction,  if 
your  conduct  in  camp  and  while  on  the  inarch,  shall 
be  such  as  to  be  pleasing  to  our  fellow  citizens.  He 
hopes  every  soldier  will  be  mindful  of  the  reputation 
of  the  army.  Let  there  be  no  offences  given  to  the 
peaceful  citizen,  nor  any  waste  of  his  private  pro- 
perty. 


It  is  in  the  power  of  a few  men,  by  their  refractor? 
conduct,  to  bring  disgrace  bn  the  whole  army. 

It  is,  therefore,  the  duty  of  every  one  of  the  de- 
tachment, to  report  the  disorderly  conduct  of  any 
of  the  soldiers,  so  that  the  commanding  general 
may  exact  exemplary  punishment  on  the  offenders. 

The  embarkation  of  the  troops  will  take  place 
this  day  on  board  the  transports  now  in  the  Cumber- 
land river. 

The  general  invokes  the  benedictions  of  heaven 
for  this  army — for  its  safety — its  glory — and  its  ho- 
norable return— humbly  knowing  that  the  strong 
arm  of  power  is  alone  derived  from  the  Almighty. 

By  command,  . 

ANDIi.  HYNES,  adj.  gen.  of  Ten.  and 

aid  to  maj.  gen.  Carroll. 

The  hen  or  Tennessee.— By  the  adjutant  general 
Head-Quarters,  on  lward  the  transports,  near 

Fort  Massac,  Ohio  river,  November  28, 1834. 

“ The  greater  proportion  of  the  Tennessee  army 
are  this  far  on  their  way  to  the  lower  country  ; con- 
sisting of  three  thousand  men,  under  the  command 
of  major-general  Carroll.  The  balance  of  our  army 
have  marched  through  the  indian  country  by  land, 
by  way  of  forts  Strother,  Williams,  arid  Jackson,  to 
Mobile,  consisting  of  two  thousand  men  ; making 
in  the  whole  five  thousand,  which  we  have  raised  and 
marched  without  the  limits  of  the  state  in  about 
one  month.  Tennessee  has  now  eleven  thousand 
five  hundred  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  which  i^  at  least  one  third  of  the  men  who 
are  entitled  to  bear  arms.  The  returns  of  the  mili- 
tia of  Tennessee,  which  have  been  made  to  my  office 
as  adjutant  general,  do  not  make  the  militia  of  the 
state  more  than  thirty  thousand  ; yet  I presume  the 
number  is  greater  than  the  returns  make  them,  and 
that  nearly  or  about  one  third  are  now  in  service. 

“The  present  secretary,  of  war  advised  our  govern- 
or Blount,  dated  in  October  last,  that  lord  Hill  was 
fitting  out  a large  expedition  from  Ireland,  destined 
to  take  possession  of  all  that  country  from  Cape  Flo- 
rida westward  to  the  provinces  of  Spain,  including 
the  city  of  Orleans.  Our  government  are  anxious  to 
anticipate  Jhis  lordship’s  arrival,  by  having  an  ade- 
quate force  to  give  him  that  reception  which  is  due  to 
so  distinguished  a personage.  Every  effort  has  been 
made  to  raise,  organize  and  march  our  troops,  and 
l hope  to  heaven  they  may  arrive  in  time  to  avert  the 
fall  of  that  country,  which  is  so  important  to  the 
western  world.  Our  state  has  made  wonderful  sacri- 
fices, and  is  still  willing  to  make  many  more,  to 
preserve  the  integrity  of  the  union. 

“There  are  no  difficulties  which  our  citizens  will 
not  forego  to  aid  the  government  at  the  present  try- 
ing crisis — and  1 hope  our  efforts  may  not  be  unavail- 
ing.” 

NAVAL. 

The  President  frigate  did  not  sail  from  New  York, 
as  reported  in  our  last. 

Com.  Campbell  has  taken  up  his  head  quarters  at 
Savannah.  Fifty  vessels,  under  convoy  of  the  gun- 
boat’s, arrived  at  that  port  from  St.  Mary’s  and  Ame- 
lia island  about  3 weeks  ago. 

We  have  a report  that  the  sloop  of  war  Wasp  has 
again  returned  to  France,  after  a brilliant  cruise. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

The  bill  for  laying  a direct  tax  of  six  millions  has 
passed  the  senate,  and  only  Wants  the  signature  of 
the  president  to  become  a law — ayes  23,  nays  7. 

A strong  bill  is  before  the  house  to  prevent  smug- 
gling, &c.  It  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading — all  but  8 or  9 of  the  opposition  be- 
ing absent  when  the  vote  vvks  taken,  to  prevent  a 
quorum! 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER- 


No.  ?0  of  VOL.  VII.]  BALTIMORE,  SATURDAY,  JANUARY  14,  1815.  [wm«>  . ■ 

Hite  olim  memmisse  jura  bit. — Yiiigil. 
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Tiie  convention  at  Hartford  rose,  sins  die,  on  toe 
4t  1 insUnt.  As  the  editor  thought  he  could  no 
p esc-nt  any  thing  that  would  so  mlicii  gratify  the 
curiosity  of  his  readers,  as  a cup\  of  their  proceed- 
ings— many  articles  in  type  have  been  laid  over  to 
mak"  room  tor  it.  There  are  a variety  of  statistical 
tables,  published  by  order  of  the  convention,  which 
We  expect  to  insert  in  our  next — and  some  of  them 
shall  be  examined  and  elucidated  by  other  statist  ical 
facts,  ns  we  proceed  in  our  essays  regarding  that 
assembly;  which  will  be  continued,  as  room  is  al- 
lowed, in  several  future  pupers. 


Rates  of  Postage. 

Postmasters  will  take  notice,  that  by  an  act  of 
congress  passed  on  the  23d  inst.  the  several  rates  of 
postage  are  augmented  fifty  pel*  cent,  and  that  after 
the  first  day  of  February  next  the 

Rates  of  Postage  for  single  letters  will  be: 


Cents. 

For  »nv  distance  not  exceeding  40  miles 

12 

Over  40  miles 

and  not  exceeding  90  do 

15 

Over  90 

do. 

150  do 

18  3-4 

Over  150 

do. 

300  do 

25  1-2 

Over  300 

do. 

500  do 

30 

Over  500 

37  12 

Double  letters,  or  those  composed  of  two  pieces 
of  paper,  double  those  rates. 

Triple  letters,  or  those  composed  of  three  pieces 
of  p -per,  triple  those  rates. 

Packets  or  letters  composed  of  four  or  more  pie- 
ces of  paper,  and  weighing  one  ounce  or  more, 
avoirdupois,  are  to  be  rated  equal  to  one  single  let- 
ter " each  quarter  ounce. 

Newspapers  Each  paper  carried  not  exceeding 
100  miles,  or  for  any  distance  not  being  carried 
out  of  the  state  in  which  it  is  printed,  1 1*2  cts. 
If  carried  out  of  the  state  where  printed, 
and. over  TO  mil^s,  2 1-4  do. 

Magazines  and  pamphlets.  Carried  not 

over  50  miles,  for  each  sheet,  1 1-2  cts . 

Ove:  50  and  not  exceeding  100  miles  2 1-4 
Ov  r 100  miles,  3 

ITT  pamphlets  are  not  to  he  received  or  conveyed 
by  poston  the  main  line,  or  any  cross  road,  where 
the  mad  is  large. 

RETURN  J.  MEIGS,  Jr 

Post  J faster  General. 
General  Post-Office,  December  28,  1S14. 

postage  or  Tar.  register. 

Por  tfie  information  of  all  concerned,  we  repub- 
lish a letter  from  the  late  Post  Mis’er  General,  on 
the  postage  of  the  Register.  As  his  decision  has 
never  been  reversed,  (and, 'indeed,  I cannot  see  how 
that  it  ever  can  be)  it  is  binding  in  all  cases  what- 
soever. The  letter  was  in  answer  to  one  I had  written 
to  Mr.  Granger,  complaining  that  some  post  masters 
had  charged  my  subscribers  at  the  pamphlet  rate  of 
postage. 

General  Post-Office, 
January  loth,  1812. 

Sir — Yours  of  the  6th  is  before  me,  as  well  as  vour 
'former  letter  on  the  same  subject.  The  delay  of 
this  answer  has  arisen  partly  from  a multiplicity  of 
business,  and  partlv  from  a serious  doubt  of  the  le- 
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gal  character  of  your  publication.  Rut  I «m  now 
satisfied  and  admit  your  publication  to  be  a news* 
paper  and  to  he  rated  at  News-paper  postage. 

With  esteem, 

C.  GRANGER. 

II.  NILES,  Baltimore. 


Eighty-one  Copies. 

By  re-printing  certain  sheets  of  the  first  and  se- 
cond volumes  of  the  Wkkk.lt  Register,  ighty-one 
complete  files  of  the  work  may  be  perfected;  and 
they  are  all  that  can  be  furnished  until  the  entire 
first  volume,  and  a considerable  part  of  the  second, 
shall  be  re-printed.  When  this  will  be  done,  in  the 
.'resent  state  of  the  times,  I have  no  idea  of ; as  the 
expence  will  be  very  great . As  those  few  copies  are 
for  sale,  it  is  desirable  to  dispose  of  them  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  they  who  wish  complete  files  can 
ensure  them  only  by  immediate  application.  They 
may  safely  be  sent  to  ally  post-office  in  the  United 
States,  at  the  expence  of  the  purchaser  for  postage, 
at  the  same  rate  as  for  newspapers,  per  sheet;  and 
the  editor  will  guarantee  their  safe  arrival,  except 
at  the  offices  in  the  state  of  Louisiana  and  m ihe 
several  territories  of  the  United  States,  to  which, 
if  sent,  they  must  go  at  the  risk  of  the  owner. 

The  terms  are  these,  absolute — 

Before  a file  leaves  the  office,  twenty  two  dollJkra 


must  be  paid  for  :t,  as  follows: 

For  the  three  first  years,  or  6 vols.  tip  to 

September,  1814,  gl5 

tiie  present  rear  in  advance  to  Sept. 

1815,  ' 5 

tiie  extra  supplement  to  vol.  5,  1 

ditto  ditto  to  be  added  to  vol.  7,  1 


Tiie  7th  (or  first  volume  of  the  present  v-ehr) 
finishes  on  the  last  Saturday  of  nex’  month  (Feb.) 

“Brothers  of  the  type,”  editors  of  newspapers, 
will  oblige  by  giving  the  above  an  insertion. 

33s  Letters  addressed  to  the  editor  must  he  post- 
paid. H.  NILES, 

Editor,  Weekly  Register , 
Baltimore,  Janmrv  15,  1814. 


Hartford  Convention. 

The  proceedings  of  a convention  of  delegates,  convene 
ed  at  Hartford,  in  the  state  of  Connecticut , Decern » 

• ber  15,  1814. 

REPORT,  &c. 

The  delegates  from  the  legislatures  of  the  states  of 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island, 
and  from  the  counties  of  Grafton  and  Cheshire,  in 
the  state  of  New  H .mpshuv,  and  the  county  of 
Windham  in  the  state  of  Vermont;  assembled  in 
convention,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  re* 
suit  of  their  conference. 

The  convention  is  deeply  impressed  with  a sense 
of  the  commission  which  they  wen*  appointed  to  ex- 
ecute, of  devising  the  means  of  defence  against  dan- 
gers, and  of  relief  from  oppressions  proceeding 
from  the  nets  of  their  own  government,  without  vi- 
olating constitutional  principles,  or  disappointing 
the  hopes  of  a suffering  and  injured-  people. 
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prescribe  patience  and  firmness  to  those  who  are  a l-  from  the  state  of  the  world.  The  fierce  passions 
ready  exhausted  by  distress,  is  sometimes  to  drive  | which  have  convulsed  the  nations  of  Europe,  have 
them  to  despair,  and  the  progress  towards  reform  j passed  the  ocean,  and  finding  their  way  to  the  bo- 
by  the  regular  road,  is  irksome  to  those  whose  is;  a-  isorns  of  our  citizens,  have  afforded  to  administra- 
ginations  discern,  and  whose  feelings  prompt  to  ajtion  the  means  of  perverting-  public  opinion,  in  re- 
sluw-ter  course.  But  when  abuses  reduced  to  sys-  spect  to  our  foreign  relations,  so  as  to  acquire  its 


tern  and  accumulated  through  a course  of  years, 
have  pervaded  every  department  of  government,  and 
spread  corruption  through  every  region  of  the  state, 
when  these  are  clothed  with  the  forms  of  law,  and 
enforced  by  an  executive  whose  will  is  their  source, 
no  summary  means  of  relief  can  be  applied  without 
recourse  to  direct  and  open  resistance.  This  expe- 
riment, even  when  justifiable,  cannot  fail  to  be  pain- 
ful to  the  good  citizen;  and  the  success  of  the  effort 
will  be  no  security  against  the  danger  of  the  exam- 
ple. Precedents  of  resistance  to  the  worst  adminis- 
tration are  eagerly  seized  by  those  who  are  natural- 
ly hostile,  to  this  best.  Necessity  alone  can  sanction 
a resort  to  this  measure;  end  it  should  never  be  ex- 
tended in  duration  or  degree  beyond  the  exigency, 
until  tiie  people,  not  merely  in  the  fervor  of  sud- 
den excitement,  but  after  a full  deliberation,  are  de 
ter miiaed  to  change  the  constitution. 

It.  is  a truth,  not  to  be  concealed,  that  a senti- 
ment preVaiLs  to  no  inconsiderable  extent,  thai  ad- 
ministration have  given  such  constructions  to  t'tul 
instrument,  and  practised  so  many  abuses  under 
color  of  its  authority,  that  the  time  for  a change 
is  at  hand.  Those  who  so  believe,  regard  the  evil 
which  surround  them  as  intrinsic  and  incurable  de- 
fects in  the  constitution.  They  yield  to  a persua- 
sion, that  no  change,  at  any  time,  or  on  any  occa  - 
sion, can  aggravate  the  misery  of  their  country. — 
This  opinion  may  ultimately  prove  to  be  correct. — 
But  as  the  evidence  on  which  it  rests  is  not  yet  con 
c’usive,  and  as  measures  adopted  upon  the  assump 
tion  of  its  certainly  might  be  irrevocable,  some  ge 
neral  considerations  are  submitted,  in  the  hope  of 
reconciling  all  to  a course  of  moderation  and  firm- 
n^ss,  which  may  save  them  from  the  regret  inci  1 n- 
to  sudden  decisions,  probably  avert  the  evil,  or  at 
least  insure  consolation  and  success  in  the  last  resort. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
auspices  of  a wise  and  virtuous  administration,  prov 
ed  itself  competent  to  all  the  objects  of  nation  1 
prosperity,  comprehended  m the  views  of  its  framer  . 

No  parallel  can  be  found  in  history,  of  a trails  - 
tion  so  rapid  as  that  of  the  United  States-  from  h< 
lowest  depression  to  the  highest  felicity — from  the 
condition  of  weak  and  disjointed  republics,  to  that 
of  , 'great,  united  and  prosperous  nation. 

Although-  this  high  state  of  public  happiness  has 
Undergone  a miserable  and  afflicting  reverse, through 
the  prevalence  of  a weak  and  profligate  policy,  yet 
the  evils  and  afflictions  which  have  thus  been  induc- 
ed upon  the  country,  are  not  peculiar  to  any  form  - f 
government.  The  lust  and  caprice  of  power,  the 
corruption  of  patronage,  the  oppression  of  the  weak- 
er interests  of  the  community  by  the  stronger, heavy 
taxes,  wasteful  expenditures,  and  unjust  and  ruinous 
wars,  are  the  natural  offspring  of  bad  administra- 
tions, in  all  ages  and  countries.  Ii  was  indeed  to  be 
hoped,  dial  the  rulers  of  these  states  would  not 
make  such  disastrous  haste  to  involve  their  infancy 
in  die  embarrassments  of  old  and  rotten  institutions. 
Ye*  all  this  have  they  done;  and  their  conduct  calls 
loudly  for  their  dismission  and  disgrace.  But  to  at- 
tempt upon  every  abuse  of  power  to  change  the  con- 
stitii  ion,  would  be  to  perpetuate  the  evils  of  revo- 
lu 

Again,  the  experiment  of  the  powers  of  the  con- 
stit'  don,  to  regain  iis  vigor,  and  of.  the  people  to 
recover  from  their  delusions,  1ms  been  hitherto- m.uie 

under  the  greatest  possible  disadvantages  arising 


aid  in  the  indulgence  of  their  adherents.  Further, 
a reformation  o*  public  opinion,  resulting  from  dear 
bought  experience  in  the  southern  and  Atlantic 
states,  at  least,  is  not  to  be  despaired  of.  They  will 
have  felt,  that  the  eastern  states  cannot  be  made  ex- 
clusively tiie  victims  of  a capricious  and  impassion- 
ed policy.  They  will  have  seen  that  the  great  and 
essential  interests  of  the  people,  are  common  to  the 
squth  and  to  the  east.  They  will  realize  the  fatal 
errors  of  a system,  which  seeks  revenge  for  commer- 
cial injuries  in  the  sacrifice  of  commerce,  and  ag- 
gravates by  needless  wars,  to  an  immeasurable  ex- 
tent, the  injuries  it  professes  to  rediess.  They  may 
discard  the  influence  of  visionary  theorists,  and  re- 
cognize the  benefits  of  a practical  policy.  Indications' 
of  this  desirable  revolution  of  opinion  among  our 
brethren  in  those  states,  are  already  manifested, 
while  a hope  remains  of  its  ult  imate  completion,  its 
progress  should  not  be  retarded  or  stopped,  by  ex- 
citing tears  which  must  check  these  favorable  ten- 
dencies and  frustrate  the  efforts  of  the  wisest  and 
best  men  m those  states,  to  accelerate  this  propi- 
tious change. 

Finally,  if  the  union  be  destined  to  dissolution, 
by  reason  of  the  multiplied  abuses  of  bad  adminis- 
trations, it  should,  if  possible,  be  the  work  of  peace- 
able times,  and  deliberate  consent.  Some  new  form 
of  confederacy  should  be  substituted  among  those 
st  tes,  which  shall  intend  to  maintain  a federal  re- 
lation to  each  other.  Events  may  prove  that  the 
causes  of  our  calamities  are  deep  and  permanent. 
They  may  be  found  to  proceed,  not  merely  from  the 
blindness  of  prejudice,  pride  of  opinion,  violence 
of  party  spirit,  of  the  confusion  of  the  times;  but 
they  may  be  traced  to  implacable  combinations  of 
individuals,  or  of  states,  to  monopolize  power  and 
office,  and'  to  trample  without  remorse  upon  the 
rights  and  interests  of  commercial  sections  of  the 
union.  Whenever  it  shall  appear  that  these  causes 
are  radical  and  permanent,  a separation  by  equita- 
ble arrangement,  will  be  preferable  to  an  alliance  by 
constraint,  among  nominal  friends,  but  real  enemies, 
inflamed  bv  mutual  hatred  and  jealousies,  and  invi 
ting  by  intestine  divisions,  contempt  and  aggression 
from  abroad.  But  a severance  of  the  union  by  one  o=r 
more  states,  against  the  will  of  the  rest,  and  espe- 
cially in  time  of  war,  can  be  justified  only  by  abso- 
lute necessity.  These  are  among  the  principal 
objections  against  precipitate  measures  tending  to 
disunite  the  states,  and  when  examined  in  connection 
with  the  farewell  address  of  the  father  of  his  coun- 
try, they  must,  it  is  believed,  be  deemed  conclusive. 

Under  these  impressions,  the  convention  have 
proceeded  to. confer  and  deliberate  upon  the  alarm- 
ing state  of  public  affairs,  especially,  as  affecting 
the  interests  of  the  people  who  have  appointed  them 
for  this  purpose,  and  they  are  naturally  led  to  a 
consideration,  in  the  first  place,  of  the  dangers  and 
grievances  which  menace  an  immediate  or  speedy 
pressure,- with  a view  of  suggesting  means  of  present 
relief;  in  the  next  place,  of  such  as  are  of  a more 
remote  and  general  description,  in  the  hope  of  at- 
taining future  security. 

Among  the  subjects  of  complaint  and  apprehen- 
sion, winch  might  be  comprised  under  the  former 
of  these  propositions,  the  attention  of  he  conven- 
tion has  been  occupied  with  the  claims  and  preten- 
sions advanced,  and  the  authority  exercised  over  ihe 
mil-ilk  by  the  executive  and  legislative  departments- 
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of.  the  national  government.  Also,  upon  tlie  desli-  the  United  Slates  the  power  to  on''  forth  the  militia 
tution  of  the  means  of  defence  in  which  the  eastern  f in'the  cases  which  are  within  their  jurisdiction  ; but 
states  are  left;  while  at  the  same  time  they  are  j he  has  no  authority  to  substitute  military  prtV  cts 
doomed  to  heavy  requisitions  of  men  and  money  for  j throughout  the  union,  to  use  their  own  discretion  in 
national  objects.  such  instances.  To  station  hm  officer  of  the  army  in 

The  authority  of  the  national  government  over  the  u military  district  without  troops  corresponding  td 
militia  is  derived  from  those  clauses  in  the  cotislitu-  j his  r&nk,  for  the  purpose  of  tnkinr  command  of  "the 
tion  which  give  power  to  congress  “to  provide  for  j militia  that  may  be  called  into  service*  is  a manifest 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  evasion  of  that  provision  of  the  constitution  w hich 
union,  suppress  insurrections  and  repel  invasions.”  j expressly  reserves  to  the  states,  the  appointment 
Also  “to  provide  for  organizing,  arming  and  disci- 1 of  the  officers  of  the  militia;  and  the  object  of  dc- 
plining  the  militia,  and  for  governing  stlch  parts  Ofltaching  such  officer  cannot  be  well  conceived  to  be 
them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  set  vice  ofthe  United  * any  other  than  that  of  superceding  the  governor  or 
States,  reserving  to  the  states  respectively  the  ap-  jothe*  officers  of  the  militia  in  their  right  to  coin  -' 
pointment  of  the  officers,  and  the  authority  of  train- ; mand. 

ing  the  militia  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  ! The  power  of  dividing  the  militia  of  the  states  in- 
bv  congress.”,  Again,  “the  president  shall  be  com- j to  classess  and  obliging  such  classes  to  furn  !i  b/ 
mender  in  chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  ; contract  or  draft,  able  bodied  men,  to  serve  for  one* 
States,  and  of  the  militia  of  the  several  states,  when  { or  more  years  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  is  not 
called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States”  delegated  to  congress.  If  a claim  to  deaf,  the  miiili  < 
In  these  specified  cases  only  has  the  national  govern-  j for  one  year  for  such  general  object  be  admissibly 
ment  any  power  over  the  militia;  and  it  follows  con  J no  limitation  can  be  assigned  to  it,  but.  the  d scrCtio:? 
clusively  that  for  all  general  and  ordinary  purposes,  | of  lliose  who  make  the  law.  Thus  with  a pou c r i:l 
this  power  belongs  to  the  states  respectively,  and  to  congress  to  authorize  such,  a draft  or  conscription, 
them  alone,  it  is  not  only  with  regret,  but  with  asto-  j and  in  the  executive  to  decide  conclusively  upon  !hd 
nishment,  the  convention  perceive  that  under  color  [existence  and  continuance  of  the  emergency,  th 6 
ofan  authority  conferred  with  such  plain  and  precise  , ' ' 

limitations,  a power  is  arrogated  by  the  executive 
government,  and  in  some  instances  sanctioned  by  the 
two  houses  of  congress,  of  control  over  the  militia 
\vhi 
autho; 


whole  militia  may  be  converted  into  a standing  ar- 
my, disposable  at  the  will  of  the  president  of  thd 
United  States. 

The  power  of  compelling  the  militia  aftd  other  c:  - 
ich,  if  conceded,  will  render  nugatory  the  rlghtfui  tizens  of  tile  United  States  by  a forcible  draft  or 
...Jiority  of  the  individual  states  over  that  class  of  | conscription,  to  serve  in  the  regular  armies  as  pro- 
men,  and  by  placing  at  the  disposal  of  the  national  j posed  in  a late  official  letter  of  the  secretary  of  war/ 
government  the  lives  and  services  of  tile  great  body  [is  not  delegated  to  congress  by  the  CortstitnUbn,  and 
of  the  people,  enable  it  at  pleasure  to  destroy  their  j the  exercise  of  it  would  be  not  less  dangerous  u* 
liberties,  and  erect  a military  despotism  cil  the  ruins,  j their  liberties  than  hostile  tt?  the  sovereign?”  <if  the 
An  elaborate  examination  of  the  principles  as- [states.  The  effort  to  deduce  this  power  from  thd 
surried  for  the  basis  of  these  extravagant  pretensions,  j right  of  raising  armies,  is  a flagrant  attempt  to  per-' 
of  the  consequences  to  which  they  lead,  and  of  tlie  vert  the  sense  of  the  clause  in  the  constitution  which 
insurmountable  objections  to  their  admission,  would  confers  that  right,  and  is  incompatible  with' other 
transcend  the  limits  of  this  report.  A few  general  provisions  in  that  instrument.  The  armies  of  the 
observations,  with  an  exhibition  of  the  character  of)  United  States  have  always  been  raised  l>v  contract/ 
these  pretensions,  and  a recommendation  of  a stre- 1 never  by  conscription,  and  nothing  more  can  be  want* 
nuous  opposition  to  them,  must  not,  however,  be  j ing  to  a government  possessing  the  power  thus 
omitted.  claimed,  to  enable  it  to  usurp  the  entire  control  of 

It  will  not  be  contended  that  by  the  terms  used  in  j the  militia,  in  derogation  of  the  authority  of  the 
the  constitutional  Compact,  the  power  of  tlie  national  j state,  and  to  concert  it  by  impressment  into  a stand- 
government  to  call  out  the  militia,  is  other  than  a ing  army. 

power  expressly  limited  to  three  cases.  One  of  these  j It  may  be  here  remarked,  as  a Circumstance  rilus- 
iriust  exist  as  a condition  precedent  to  the  exercise  j trative  of  the  determination  of  the  executive  to  c.?- 
of  that  power— unless  the  laws  shall  be  opposed,  or  tablish  an  absolute  control  over  all  description  of 
an  insurrection  shall  exist,  or  an  invasion  shall  be  J citizens,  that  the  right  of  impressing  seamen  into* 
made,  congress,  and  of  consequence  the  president  as  the  naval  service  is  expressly  asserted  by  the  secret  a-* 
their  organ,  has  no  more  power  over  tlie  militia  than  rv  of  the  navy  in  a late  report,*  Thus  a practice, 
over  the  armies  of  a foreign  nation. 

I?ut  if  the  declaration  of  the  president  should  be 
admitted  to  be  an  unerring  test  of  the  existence  of 
these  cases,  this  important  power  would  depend, 
not  upon  the  truth  of  the  fact,  but  upon  executive 
infallibility.  And  the  limitation  of  the  power  would 
consequently  be  nothing  more  than  merely  nominal, 
as  it  might  always  be  eluded.  It  follows,  therefore, 
that  the  decision  of  the  president  in  this  particular 


Extract  frovi  report  of  the  secretary  of  tlie  navyt 
dated  AVvemhrr  1 5,  181 4. 

There  is  another  branch  of  the  s'wtice  WhkJlf  ap- 
pears to  me  to  merit  the  serious  deliberation  of  the’ 
legislature,  with  regard  to  the  establishment  of  some 
regular  system,  by  which  the  voluntary  enlistments* 
for  the  navy  may  derive  occasional  tciftforcemef.fi 
from  the  services  of  those  seamen,  who,  pursuing' 
cannot  be  conclusive.  It  is  as  much  the  duty  of  the  | their  own  private  occupation's,  are  exempt/  by  their 
State  authorities  to  watch  over  the  rights  rer.ert'cd,  as  itinerant  habits,  from  public  service  of  any  kind*, 
of  the  United  States  to  exercise  the  powers  which  In  my  view  there  would  be  nothing  incompatible 
are  delegated.  [with  the  free  spirit  of  our  institutions.-  or  with  the 

The  arrangement  of  the  tJ.  States  into  military  rights  of  individuals,  if  registers,  with  a p'xrticu* 
districts,  with  a small  portion  of  tlie  regular  force  lar  descriptive  record,  were  k -pl  in  tlie  several  dis- 
under  an  officer  of  high  rank  of  thC  standing  army,,  tricts,-  of  all  the  stamen  belonging  to  the  fjnit-ed 
with  power  to  call  for  the  militia,  as  circumstances  [States,  and  provision  made  by  law  for  classing  and 
in  his  judgment  may  require  ; and  to  assume  the  I calling  into  the  public  service,  in  succession  for 
command  of  them,  is  not  warranted  by  the  con^titu-  J son  able  stated  periods,  such  portions  or  class*  at? 
tion  or  any  law  of  the  United  States.  It  is  not  de-  [the  public  Service  might  require,  and  if  any  iodi'vi- 
nied  that  congress  may  delegate  to  the  president  of  dual,  so  called,  should  be  nbsC'&t  :.t  the  tiff ii, 
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which  in  a foreign  government  hus  Been  regarded 
with  great  abhorrence  by  ihe  people,  finds  advocates 
among  tuose  who  have  been  the  lousiest  to  con- 
demn it. 

The  iaw  authorising  the  enlistment  of  minors  and 
apprentices  into  the  armies  of  the  United  States, 
without  the  consent  of  parents  and  giurciians,  is  al- 
so repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution.  By  a 
construction  of  the  power  fo  raise  armies,  as  applied 
by  our  present  rulers,  not  only  persons  capable  o‘ 
contracting  are  liable  to  be  impressed  into  the  army, 
but  those  who  are  wilder  legal  disabilities  to  make 
contracts,  are  to  be  invested  with  this  capacity,  in 
order  to  enable  them  to  annul  at  pleasure  contracts 
/hade  m their  behalf  by  legal  gifimlians.  Such  an 
interference  with  live  municipal  laws' and  rights  of 
the  several  states,  could  never  luve  been  contemplat- 
ed by  the  framers  of  the  constitution.  It  impairs 
the  salutary  control  and  influence  of  the  paren:  over 
his  child — the  master  over  his  servant — the  guardian 
over  his  ward — and  thus  destroys  the  most  impor- 
tant relations  in  society,  so  that  by  the  conscription 
of  the  father,  and  the  seduction  of  the  son,  the  pow- 
er of  the  executive  ever  all  die  effective  male  popu- 
lation of  the  United  States  is  made  complete. 

Such  are  some  of  the  odious  features  of  the  novel 
system  proposed  by  the  rulers  of  a free  country,  lin- 
ear ihe  limited  powers  derived  from  the  constitu- 
tion. What  portion  of  them  will  be  embraced  in 
acts  finally  to  be  passed,  it  is  yet  impossible  to  de- ; 
term! ne.  It  is,  however,  sufficiently  alarming  to 
perceive,  tint  these  projects  emanated  from  the 
highest  authority,  nor  should  it  be  forgotten,  that  by 
the  plan  of  the  secretary  of  war,  the  classification 
of  the  mtiitii  embraced  the  principle  of  direct  tax- 
ation upon  the  white  population  only;  and  that,  in 
the  house  of  representatives,  a motion  to  apportion 
the  milb.ia  among  the  white  population  exclusively, 
which  would  have  been  in  its  operation  a direct  tax, 
was  strenuously  urged  and  supported. 

In  tills  whole  series  of  devices  and  measures  for 
raising  men,  this  convention  discern  a total  disre- 
gard for  the  constitution,  and  a disposition  to  violate 
its  provisions,  demanding  from  the  individual  states 
a firm  and  decided  opposition.  An  .iron  despotism 
Can  impose  no  harder  servitude  upon  the  citizen, 
than  to  force  him  from  his  home  and  his  occupation, 
to  wage  offensive  wars,  undertaken  to  gratify  the 
pride  or  passions  of  his  master.  The  example  of 
Trance  has  recently  shown  that  a cabal  of  individu- 
als assuming  to  act  in  die  name  of  the  people,  may 
transform  the  great  body  of  citizens  into  soldiers, 
a id  deliver  them  over  i no  thehandsofa  single  tyrant. 
Xu  war,  not  held  in  just  abhorrence  by  a people, 
c m require  the  aid  of  such  stratagems  to  recruit  an  I 
army.  Ibid  the  troops  already  raised,  and  in  great! 
u miners  sacrificed  upon  the  f rontier  of  Canada,  been 
employed  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  had 
die  millions  which  have  been  squandered  with 
s’lmueT.^s  profusion,  been  appropriated  to  their  pay- 
to  the  protection  of  the  coast,  and  to  the 
naval  service,  there  would  have  been  no  occasion 
for  unconstitutional  expedients.  Even  at  this  late 
hour,  let  government  leave  to  New-E  igiand  the 
v -mount  of  her  resources,  and  siie  is  ready  and  able 
t > defend  her  territory,  and  to  resign  the  glories  and 
advantages  of  the  border  war,  to  those  who  are  cie- 
t r mined  to  persist  in  its  prosecution. 

That  acts  of  congress  in  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion are  absolutely  void,  is  an  undeniable  position. 

next  in  succession  should  perform  the  tour  of  duly 
of  die  absentee,  who  should  on  his  return  be  liable 
to  serve  his  original  tour,  and  his  substitute  be  ex- 
empt from  his  succeeding  regular  tour  of  duly. 


It  does  not,  however,  consist  with  the  respect  and 
forbearance  cue  from  a confederate  state  towards 
the  general  government,  to  fly  to  open  resistance 
upon  every  infraction  of  the  constitution.  The  mode 
and  the  energy  of  ihe  opposition,  should  always  con- 
form to  the  nature  of  the  violation,  the  intention  of 
its  authors,  and  the  extent  of  the  injury  inflicted, 
the  determination  manifested  to  persist  in  it,  ar.d 
the  danger  of  delay .+  But  in  dases  of  deliberate, 
dangerous  and  palpable  infractions  of  the  constitu- 
tion, affecting  the  sovereignty  of  a state,  and  liber- 
ties of  the  people;  it  is  not  only  the  right  but  the 
duty  of  such  a state,  to  interpose  its  authority  foT 
their  protection,  in  the  manner  best  calculated  to 
secure  that  end.  When  emergencies  occur,  which 
are  either  beyond  the  reach  of  the  judicial  tribunals, 
or  too  pressing  to  admit  of  the  delay  incident  to  their 


It  will  thus  be  proper  for  the  several  states  to  await 
the  ultimate  disposal  of  the  obnoxious  measures 
recommended  by  the 'secretary  of  War,  or  pending, 
before  congress,  and  so  to  use  their  power  according 
to  the  character  these  measures  shall  finally  assume, 
as  effectually  to  protect  their  own  sovereignty,  and 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  their  citizens. 

.The  next  subject  which  has  occupied  the  atten- 
tion of  die  convention,  is  the  means  of  defence 
against  the  common  enemy.  This  naturally  leads  to 
the  inquiries,  whether  any  expectation  can  he  rea- 
sonably entertained,  that  adequate  provision  for  the 
defence  of  the  e istern  states  will  be  made  by  the 

jit  appears  from  the  following  extract  from  a 
speech  of  Mr.  Madison,  in  the  debates  in  the  Virgi- 
nia convention,  that  he  had  a prophetic  view  of  cir- 
cumstances which  would  induce  a majority  of  states 
to  support  Vine ix i a against  the  carrying  states. 
See  also  the  speeches  of  Mr.  Nicholas  in  that  con- 
vention, and  the  essays  ir.  the  Federalist,  written  by 
Mr.  Madison. 

Extract  front,  debates  in  the  Virginia  convention — 
Richmond  Ed.  p.  224. 

I will  not  sit  down  till  I make  one  more  observa- 
tion on  what  fell  from  my  honorable  friend.  He 
says,  that  the  true  difference  between  the  states  lies 
in  this  circumstance — that  some  are  carrying  states, 
and  others  productive,  and  that  the  operation  of  tit*? 
new  government  will  be,  that  there  will  be  a plura- 
lity of  the  former  to  combine  against  the  interest  of 
the  latter,  and  that  consequently  it  will  be  dangerous 
to  put  it  in  their  power  to  do  so.  I would  join  with 
! him  in  sentiments  if  this  were  the  case.  YVere  this 
• within  the  bounds  of  probability,  I should  be  equally 
alarmed,  but  1 think  that  tiio.se  states  which  are 
contradist  inguished  as  carrying  states,  from  tin  non- 
importing  states,  will  be  but  few.  I suppose  the 
| southern  states  will  be  considered  by  all,  as  under 
the  la  .ter  description.  Some  other  suites  have  been 
mentioned  by  an  honorable  member  on  the  same  side, 
which  are  not  considered  as  carrying  states.  Ncw- 
Jersey  and  Connecticut  can  by  no  means  be  enume- 
rated among  the  carrying  states.  They  receive  their 
supplies  through  New- York.  Here  then  is  a plura- 
lit)  of  non-importing  states.  I could  add  another  if 
necessary.  Delaware,  though  situated  upon  the  wa- 
te  , is  upon  the  list  of  non-carrying  states.  I might 
say  that  a great  part  of  Nev-Iiampshire  is  so.  I 
believe ’that  a majority  of  the  people  of  that  state 
receive  their  supplies  from  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island  and  Connecticut.  Might  I not  add  all  those 
states  winch  will  be  hereafter  admitted  into  the 
union?  These  will  be  non  carrying  .states,  and  will 
support  Virginia  in  case  the  carrying  states  Will 
attempt  to  combine  against  the  rest. 
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national  government?  Whet'ier  the  sever  d states 
can,  from  their  own  resources,  provide  for  self  de- 
fence anti  fulfil  the  requisitions  which  are  to  be 
expected  for  the  national  treasury?  and,  generally, 
what  course  of  conduct  ought  to  be  adopted  by  those 
states  in  relation  to  the  great  object  of  defence? 

Without  pausing  at  present  to  comment  upon 
the  causes  of  the  war,  it  may  be  assumed  as  a truth, 
officially  announced,  that  to  achieve  tne  conquest  of 
Canadian  territory,  and  to  hold  it  as  a pledge  for 
peace,  is  the  deliberate  purpose  of  administration. 
This  enterprize,  commenced  at  a period  when  go- 
vernment possessed  the  advantage  of  selecting  th< 
time  and  occasion  for  making  a sudden  descent  upon 
an  unprepared  enemy,  now  languishes  in  the  third 
year  of  the  war.  It  Ins  been  prosecuted  with  various 
fortune,  and.  occasional  brilliancy  of  exploit,  but 
without  any  solid  acquisition.  The  British  armie:. 
have  been  recruited  by  veteran  regiments.  Their 
navy  commands  Ontario.  The  American  ranks  are 
thinned  by  the  casualties  of  war.' Recruits  are  dis- 
couraged by  the  unpopular  character  of  the  contest, 
and  by  the  uncertainty  of  receiving  their  pay. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  favorite  warfare,  admi- 
nistration have  left  the  exposed  and  vulnerable  parts 
of  fine  country  destitute  of  all  efficient  means  of 
defence.  The  main  body  of  the  regular  army  has 
been  marched  to  the  frontier.  The  navy  lias  been 
strippe  i of  a great  part  of  its  sailors  for  die  service 
of  the  lakes.  Meanwhile  the  enemy  scours  the  sea- 
coast,  blockades  our  ports,  ascends  our  bays  and 
rivers,  makes  actual  descent  in  various  and  distant 
pUr/s,  holds  some  by  force,  and  threatens  all  that 
are  assailable,  with  fire  and  sword.  The  sea-board  of 
four  of  the  Ne w -England  states,  following  its  cur- 
vatures, nresents  an  extent  of  more  thau  seven  hun- 
dred miles,  generally  occupied  by  a compact  popu 
lation,  an.l  accessible  by  a naval  force,  exposing  a 
mass  of  people  and  property  to  the  devastation  of  the 
enemy,  which  bears  a great  proportion  of  the  residue 
of  the  maritime  frontier  of  the  United  States.  This 
ext  msive  shore  has  been  exposed  to  frequent  at- 
tacks, repeated  contributions  and  constan.  alarms. 
The  regular  force i detached  by  the  national  go- 
vernment for  its  defence,  are  mere  pretexts  for 
placing  officers  of  high  rank  in  command.  They  are 
besides  confined  to  a few  places,  and  are  too  insig- 
nificant in  number  to  be  included  in  any  computation. 

These  states  have  thus  been  left  to  adopt  mea- 
sures for  their  own  defence.  The  militia  have  been 
constantly  kept  on  the  alert,  and  harrassed  by  gar- 
rison duties,  and  other  hardships,  while  the  expen- 
ses, of  which  the  national  government  decline  the 
reimbursement,  threatened  to  absorb  ail  the  resour- 
ces of  the  states.  The  president  of  the  United 
States  has  refused  to  consider  the  expense  of  the 
militia  detached  by  the  state  authority,  for  the 
indispensable  defence  of  tie  state,  as  chargeable 
to  the  Union,  on  the  ground  of  a refusal  by  the 
cxecutiveof  the  state,  to  place  them  under  the 
command  of  officers  of  the  regular  army.  De- 
tachments of  militia  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
general  government,  have  been  dismissed  either 
without  pay,  or  with  depreciated  paper.  The  pros- 
pect of  the  ensuing  campaign  is  not  enlivened  by  the 
promise  of  any  alleviation  of  these  grievances. 
From  authentic  documents,  extorted  by  necessity 
from  those  whose  inclination  might  lead  them  to 
conceal  the  embarrassments  of  tiie  government,  it 
is  apparent  that  the  treasury  is  bankrupt,  and  its 
credit  prostrate.  So  deplorable  is  the  state  of  the 
finances,  that  those  who  feel  for  the  honor  and  safe- 


, p -odtiC'  d this  state  of  fiscal  concerns  ha  ’ not  found 
| t!i.  mselves  compelled  to  unveil  it  to  public  view. 

If  the  war  be  continued,  there  appears  no  room  for 
reliance  upon  the  national  government  for  the  sup- 
ply of  those  me.ir.s  o‘  defcnce,which  must  become  in- 
j dispensable  to  secure  these  states  from  devolution  ami 
! ruin.  Nor  is  it  possible  that  ‘die  states  can  discharge 
! this  a acred  duty  from  their  own  resources,  and  can- 
i tinue  to  sustain  the  burden  of  tlie  national  taxes. 

| rin-  administration,  after  .1  long  .perst  vcrance  in 
1 plans  to  baffle  every  effort  of  commercial  enterprize, 

: had  fatally  succeeded  in  their  attemys  at  the  epoch 
of  the  war.  Commerce,  the  vital  spring  of  New 
England’s  prosperity,  was  annihilated.  Emb  irgocs, 
restrictions,  and  the  rapacity  of  revenue  officers,  had 
completed  its  destruction.  The  various  objects  for 
J the  employment  of  productive  labor,  in  th-  branches 
i of  business  dependent  on  commerce,  have  disap- 
j pea  red.  The  fisheries  have  shared  its  fate.  M ,;:u- 
fUciures,  which  government  lias  professed  an  inhn- 
Uon  to  favor  and  to  cherish,  as  an  indemnity  for  the 
failure  of  these  branches  of  business,  are  d.oonic  1 to 
j s ruggle  in  tlieic  infancy  with  taxes  and  obstructi- 
1 011-,  which  cannot  fail  most  seriously  to  affect  their 
j growth.  The  specie  is  withdrawn  from  circulation. 
■.The  landed  interest,  live  last  to  feel  these  burdens, 

■ must  prepare  to  become  their  principal  support,  ns 
! dl  other  sources  of  revenue  must  be  ex  hr.  us  toe.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  t.-.xes  of  a description  and 
.•amount  unprecedented  in  this  country,  are  in  a train 
I of  imposition,  the  burden  of  which  must  fall  v illi 
i the  heaviest  pressure  upon  the  states  east  of  the 
1 Potomac.  The  amount  of  these  taxes  fer  the  en- 
suing year,  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  five 


.millions  of  dollars  upon  the  Ngw  England  stales, 
and  the  expenses  of  the  last  year  for  defence  in  Mas- 
sachusetts alone,  approaches  to  one  million  of  dol- 
lars. 

From  these  facts,  it  is  almost  superfluous  to  state 
the  irresislable  inference  that  these  states  have  r.o 
j capacity  of  defraying  the  expense  requisite  for  their 
-own  protection,  and,  at  the  same  time,  of  discharg- 
ing the  demands  of  the  national  treasury. 

Tne  last  inquiry,  what  course  of  conduct  ought  to 
be  adopted  by  the  aggrieved  states,  is  in  a high  de- 
gree momentous.  When  a great  and  brave  people 
shall  feel  themselves  deserted  by  their  government, 
i and  reduced  to  the  necessity  either  of  submission  to 
a foreign  enemy,  or  of  appropriating  to  their  own 
use,  those  means  of  defence  which  are  indispen- 
sable to  self  preservation,  they  cannot  consent  to 
wait  passive  spectators  of  approaching  ruin,  which 
it  is  in  their  power  to  avert,  and  to  resign  the  last 
remnant  of  their  industrious  earnings,  to  be  dissipat- 
ed in  support  of  measures  destructive  of  the  best 
interests  of  the  nation. 

This  convention  will  not  trust  themselves  to  ex- 
press their  conviction  of  the  catastrophe  to  which 
such  a state  of  things  inevitably  tends. — Conscious 
of  their  high  responsibility  to  God  and  their  country, 
solicitous  for  the  continuance  of  the  Union,  as  well 
as  the  sovereignty  of  the  states,  unwilling  to  fur* 
jnish  obstacles  to  peace — resolute  never  to  submit  to 
a foreign  enemy,  and  confiding  in  the  Divine  care 
and  protection,  they  will,  until  the  last  hope  shall 
be  extinguished,  endeavor  to  avert  such  conse- 
quences. 

With  this  view  they  suggest  an  arrangement, 
which  may  at  once  be  consistent  with  the  honor  and 
interest  of  the  national  government,  and  i ho  secu- 
rity of  these  state-:.  This  it  will  not  be  difficult  to 


conclude,  if  that  government  should  he  so  disposed, 
tyofthe  country,  would  be  willing  to  conceal  the  By  the  terms  of  it  these  states  might  be  .allowed  to 
melancholy  spectacle,  if  these  whose  infiltration  has  assume  their  own  defence,  by  the  mi  ihi  so  siher 
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|roops.  A reasonable  portion  also,  of  the  taxes 
raised  in  each  state  might  be  paid  into  its  treasury, 
pnd  credited  to  the  United  States,  hut  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  defence  of  such  state,  to  be  accounted 
|o y with  the  United  States.  No  doubt  is  enter. ain- 
fsd  that  hv  such  an  arrangement,  this  portion  of  the 
/country  cnukl  be  defended  with  greater  effect,  and 
in  a mode  more  consistent  with  economy,  and  the 
public  convenience,  than  any  which  has  been  prac- 
tised. 

Should  an  application  for  these  purposes,  made 
to  congress  by  the  state  legislatures,  be  attended 
with  success,  and  should  peace  upon  just  terms  ap- 
pear to  be  unattainable^  the  people  would  stand  to- 
gether for  the  common  defence,  until  a change  of 
administration,  or  of  disposition  ;n  the  enemy,  should 
facilitate  the  occurrence  of  that  auspicious  event. 
Jt  would  be  inexpedient  for  this  convention  to  di- 
minish the  hope  of  a successful  issue  to  sviph  an  ap- 
plication, by  recommending  upon  supposition  of  a 
pontrary  event,  ulterior  proceedings. — Nor  is  it  in- 
deed within  their  province.  In  a state  of  things  so 
solemn  and  trying  as  may  then  arise,  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  states,  or  conventions  of  the  whole 
people,  or  delegates  appointed  by  them  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  in  another  convention,  must  act  as 
guch  urgent  circumstances  may  then  require, 

But -the  duty  incumbent  on  this  convention  will 
nottuiye  been  performed  without  exhibiting  some  g’e- 
yjeral  view  of  such  measures  -s  they  may  deem  essen- 
tial to  secure  the  nation  against  a relapse  into  c'Uni- 
ptiHics  and  dangers,  should  they  by  the  blessings  of 
Providence  escape  from  their  present  condition  with- 
out absolute  ruin.  To  this  end  a concise  retrospect 
<of  the  state  of  this  nation  under  the  advantages  of 
a wise  administration,  contrasted  with  the  misera- 
ble abyss  into  which  it  is  plunged  by  the  profligacy 
and  fqilv  of  political  1 h.eorists,  will  lead  to  some  prac- 
tical conclusions.  On  this  subject,  it  will  be  recol- 
lected, that  the  immediate  influence  pf  the  federal 
ponstitulion  upon  its  first  adoption,  and  for  twelve 
succeeding  years,  upqn  the  prosperity  and  happi- 
jie'Ss  of  the  nation,  seemed  to  countenance  a belief 
in  the  transcendency  of  perfection  over  all  other  hu- 
man institutions.  In  the  catalogue  of  blessings 
which  have  fallen  to  the  lot  pf  mo<jt  favored  nations, 
pone  coul  ? be  enumerated  from  which  our  country 
was  excluded— A free  constitution,  administered  by 
great,  and  incorruptible  statesmen,  realized  the 
fondest  hopes  of  liberty  and  independence— The 
progress  of  agriculture  was  stimulated  by  the  cer- 
tainty of  value  in  the  harvest— and  commerce,  after 
traversing  every  sea,  returned  with  the  riches  of 
pyery  clime.  A revenue,  secured  by  a sense  of  ho- 
nor, collected  without  oppression,  and  paid  without 
murmurs,  melted  away  the  national  debt,  and  tlie 
phief  concern  of  the  public  creditor  arose  from  its 
too  rapid  diminution.  The  wars  and  commotions  of 
the  European  nations,  and  the  interuptions  of  their 
commercial  intercourse  afforded  to  those  who  had 
not  promoted,  but  who  would  have  rejoiced  to  alle- 
viate their  calamities,  a fair  and  golden  opportunity, 
by  enriching  themselves  to  lay  a broad  foundation 
for  national  wealth. 

A [though  occasional  vexations  to  commerce,  arose 
from  the  furious  collisions  of  ths  powers  at.  war,  yet 
the  great  and  good  men  of  that  time  conformed  to 
the  force  pf  circumstances  which  they  could  not 
pontrol,  and  preserved  their  country  in  security  from 
the  tempests  which  overwhelmed  the  old  world,  and 
threw  the  wreck,  of  their  fortunes  on  these  shores. 
Ilespcct  abroad,  prosperity  at  home,  wise  laws  made 
by  honored  legislators,  and  prompt  obedience  yield- 
ed by  a contented  people,  had  siienced  the  enemies 
republican  institutions.  The  arts  flourished- — the 


sciences  were  cultivated — the  comforts  and  conve- 
nience of  life  were  universally  diffused — and  nothinn- 
remained  for  succeeding  administrations,  but  to  tc.<p 
tiie  advantages,  and  cherish  the  resources,  flowing 
from  the  policy  of  their  predecessors. 

But  no  sooner  was  a new  administration  establish- 
ed n the  hands  of  the  p~rty  opposed  to  the  Washing- 
ton policy,  than  a fixed  determination  was  perceived 
and  avowed  of  ch.-mginga  system  which  had  already 
produced  these  substantial  ft uits.  The  consequence 
of  this  change,  for  a few  years  after  its  commence- 
ment, were  not  sufficient  to  counteract  the  prodigi- 
ous impulse  towards  prosperity,  which  had  been 
given  to  the  nation.  But  a steady  perseverance  in 
the  new  plans  of  administration,  at  length  developed 
their  weakness  an.d  deformity,  but  not  until  a majo- 
rity of  the  people  had  been  deceived  by  flattery,  and 
inflamed  by  passion,  into  blindness  to  their  defects. 
Under  the  withering  influence  of  this  new  system, 
the  declention  of  the  nation  has  been  uniform  and. 
rapid.  The  richest  advantages  for  securing  the  great 
objects  of  the  constitution  have  been  wontonly  re- 
jected. While  Europe  reposes  from  the  convulsions 
that  had  shaken  down  her  ancient  institutions,  she 
beholds  with  amazement  this  remote  country,  once 
so  happy  and  so  envied,  involved  in  a ruinpus  war, 
and  excluded  from  intercourse  with  the  rest  of  the 
world. 

To  investigate  and  explain  the  means  whereby 
this  fatal  reverse  has  been  effected,  would  require  a 
voluminous  discussion.  Nothing  more  can  be  at- 
tempted in  this  report,  than  a general  allusion  to 
the  principal  outlines  of  the  policy  which  has  pro- 
duced this  vicissitude,  Among  these  may  be  enu- 
merated: 

First.  A deliberate  and  extensive  system  for  ef- 
fecting a combination  among  certain  states,  by  ex- 
citing local  jealousies  and  ambition,  so  as  to  secure 
to  popular  leaders  in  one  section  of  the  union,  the 
control  of  public  affairs  in  perpetual  succession. — 
To  which  primary  object  most  other  characteristics 
of  the  system  may  be  reconciled. 

Secondly.  The  political  intolerance  displayed  and 
avowed,  in  excluding  from  office  men  of  unexcep- 
tionable merit,  for  want  of  adherence  to  the  execu- 
tive creed. 

Thirdly.  The  infraction  of  the  judiciary  authority 
and  rights,  bv  depriving  judges  of  their  offices  in 
violation  of  the  constitution. 

Fourthly.  The  abolition  of  existing  taxes,  requisite 
to  prepare  the  country  for  those  changes  to  which 
nations  are  always  exposed,  with  a view  to  the  ac- 
quisition of  popular  favor. 

Fifthly . The  influence  of  patronage  in  the  distri- 
bution of  offices,  which  in  these  states  has  been  al- 
most invariably  made  among  men  the  least  entitled 
to  such  distinction,  and  who  have  sold  themselves  as 
ready  instruments  for  distracting  public  opinion,  and 
encouraging  administration  to  hold  in  contempt  the 
wishes  and  remonstrances  of  a people  thus  apparent- 
ly divided. 

Sixthly.  The  admission  of  new  states  into  the 
union,  formed  at  pleasure  in  the  western  region,  has 
destroyed  the  balance  of  p.ower  which  existed  among 
the  original  states,  and  deeply  affected  their  interest. 

Seventhly.  The  easy  admission  of  naturalized  fo- 
reigners, to  places  of  trust,  honor  or  profit,  operating 
as  an  inducement  to  the  malcontent  subjects  of  the 
old  world  to  come  to  these  states,  in  quest  of  execu- 
tive patronage,  and  to  repay  it  by  an  abject  devotion 
to  executive  measuies. 

Eighthly.  Hostility  ,o  Great  Britain,  and  partially 
to  the  late  government  of  France,  adopted  as  coin- 
cident with  popular  prejudice,  and  subservient  to 
the  main  object,  party  power.  Connected  with  thp|e 
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must  he  ranked  erroneous  and  distorted  estimates  of 
the  power  and  resources  of  those  nations,  of  the 
prob.xble  result  of  their  controversies,  and  of  our 
political  relation  to  them  respectively. 

Lastly  and  principally.  A Visionary  and  superficial 
theory,  in  regard  to  commerce,  accompanied  by  a 
real  hatred  but  a feigned  regard  to  its  interests,  and 
a ruinous  perseverance  in  efforts  to  render  it  «n  in 
Strumen  of  coercion  and  war. 

But  it  is  •-  t conceivable  ■ it  the  obloquy  of  any 
admin-; '.ration  could,  in  so  short  a period,  have  so 
nearly  consummated  the  work  of  national  ruin,  un- 
less favored  by  defects  m the  constitution. 

To  enumerate  all  the  improvements  of  which  that 
instrument  is  susceptible,  and  to  propose  such 
amendments  as  might  render  it  in  all  respects  per- 
fect, would  be  a task,  which  this  convention  has  not 
thought  proper  to  assume.  They  have  confined  their 
attention  to  such  as  experience  lias  demonstrated 
to  be  essential,  and  even  among  these,  some  are 
considered  entitled  to  more  serious  attention  than 
others.  They  are  suggested  without  any  intentional 
disrespect  to  other  states,  and  are  meant  to  be  such 
as  all  shall  find  an  interest  in  promoting.  Their  ob- 
ject is  to  strengthen,  and  if  possible  to  perpetuate, 
the  union  of  the  states,  by  removing  the  grounds  of 
exciting  jealousies,  and  providing  for  a fair  and 
equal  representation,  and  a limitation  of  powers, 
which  have  been  misused. 

The  first  amendment  proposed,  relates  to  the  ap- 
portionment of  representatives  among  the  slave- 
holding  states.  This  cannot  be  claimed  as  a right. 
Those  states  are  entitled  to  the  slave-representa- 
tion by  a constitutional  compact.  It  is  therefore 
merely  a subject  of  agreement,  which  should  be  con- 
ducted upon  principles  of  mutual  interest  and  ac- 
commodation, «nd  upon  which  no  sensibility  on 
either  side  should  be  permitted  to  exist.  It  lias 
proved  unjust  and  unequal  in  its  operation.  Had 
this  effect  been  foreseen,  the  privilege  would  proba- 
bly not  have  been  demanded;  certainly  not  conceded. 
It,  tendency  in  future  will  be  adverse  to  that  har- 
mony and  mutual  confidence,  winch  are  more  con- 
ducive to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  every  corn- 
federated  state,  than  a mere  preponderance  of  pow- 
er, the  prolific  source  of  jealousies  and  controversy, 
can  be  to  any  one  of  them.  The  time  may  there 
fore  arrive  when  a sense  of  magnanimity  and  jus  ice 
will  reconcile  those  states  to  asquiesce  in  a revision 
of  this  article,  especially  as  a fair  equivalent  would 
result  to  them  in  the  apportionment  of  taxes. 

The  next  amendment  relates  to  the  admission  of 
new  states  into  the  union. 

This  amendment  is  deemed  to  be  highly  important, 
and  in  fact  indispensable.  In  p oposingjit,  it  is  not 
intended  to  recognize  the  right  of  congress  to  admit 
new  states  without  the  original  limits  of  the  United 
Slates,  nor  is  any  idea  entertained  of  disturbing  the 
tranquility  of  any  state  already  admitted  ino  the 
union.  The  object  is  merely  to  restrain  the  consti- 
tutional power  of  congress  in  admitting  new  states. 
At  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  a certain  ba- 
lance of  power  among  the  original  parlies  was  con- 
sidered to  exist,  and  there  was  at  that  time,  and 
yet  is  among  those  parties  a strong  affinity  between 
their  great  and  general  interests.  By  the  admission 
of  these  states  that  balance  has  been  materially  af- 
fected, and  unless  the  practice  be  modified,  must 
ultimately  be  destroyed.  The  southern  states  will 
first  avail  themselves  of  their  new  confederates  to 
govern  the  east,  and  finally  toe  western  states  mul 
tipi  id  in  number,  and  augmented  in  population,  will 
control  the  interests  of  the  whole.  Thus  for  the 
sake  of  present  power,  the  southern  states  will  be 
common  sufferers  with  the  cast,  iu  the  loss  of  per- 


m me. it  advantages.  None  of  the  old  states  can  find 
'll  .nterest  in  creating  pruuatur  ly  an  overwhelming 
y ;stern  influence,  winch  may  hereafter  discern  (as 
it  has  heretofore)  benefits  to  be  deriv  d to  them  by 
wars  and  commercial  restrictions. 

I'iie  next  ameivlm  *nt  propos  d by  the  convention, 

• . i.i.es  to  the  powers  of  congress,  in  relation  to  em- 
bargo and  the  interdiction  of  commerce. 

Whatever  theories  upon  me  subject  of  commerce, 
have  hitherto  divided  the  opinions  of  statesmen,  ex- 
perience has  at  last  shown  hat  it  is  a vital  interest 
in  tin-  United  States,  and  that  its  success  is  essential 
to  the  encouragement  of  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures, and  to  the  wealth,  fin  mces,  defence  and  li- 
berty of  the  nation.  Its  welfare  can  never  interfere 
with  the  other  great  interests  of  the  states,  but  must 
promote  and  uphold  them.  Still  those  who  are  im- 
mediately concerned  in  the  prosecution  of  com- 
merce, will  of  necessity  be  always  a minority  of  the 
nation.  Tiity  are,  however,  best  qualified  to  manage 
and  direct  its  course  by  the  advantages  of  expe- 
rience, anc  the  sense  of  interest.  But  they  are  en- 
tirely un  <ble  to  protect  themselves  against  the  sud- 
den and  injudicious  decisions  of  bare  m joritk* and 
the  mistaken  or  oppressive  projects  of  those'  who 
are  nut  actively  concerned  in  its  pursuits.  0!  co  sc- 
qu  nee,  this  interest  is  always  exposed  to  be  hurrass- 
ed,  interrupted,  and  entirely  destroyed,  upon  pre- 
tence of  securing  other  interest.  Hau  the  merchants 
of  this  nation  been  permitted,  by  their  own  govern- 
ment, to  pursue  an  innocent  and  lawful  commerce, 
how  different  would  hav\  been  the  state  of  the  trea- 
sury and  of  public  crdil!  How  short-sighted  and 
miser  ible  is  the  policy  which  has  annihilated  this  or- 
der ot  men,  and  doomed  their  ships  to  rot  in  the  docks, 
tlieir  capital  to  waste  unemployed,  and  their  affec- 
tions to  be  alienated  from  the  government  which 
was  formed  io  protect  them  ? What  security  for  an 
ample  and  unfailing  revenue  can  ever  be  had,  com- 
parable to  i bat  which  once  was  realized  in  good 
faith,  punctuality  and  sense  of  honor,  which  attach- 
ed the  mercantile  class  to  the  interests  or  the  govern- 
ment ! Without  commerce,  where  can  be  found  the 
aliment  for  a navy  ; and  without  a navy,  what  is  to 
constitute  the  defence,  and  ornament,  and  glory  of 
this  nation  ! No  union  can  be  durably  cemented,  in 
which  every  great  interest  does  not  find  itself  rea- 
sonably secured  against  the  encroachment  and  com- 
binations of  other  interests.  When,  therefore,  the 
past  system  of  embargoes  and  commercial  restric- 
tions shall  have  been  reviewed — when  the  fluctua- 
tion and  inconsistency  of  public  measures,  betraying 
a want  of  information  as  well  as  feeling  in  the  ma- 
jority, shall  have  been  considered,  the  reasonable- 
ness of  some  restrictions  upon  the  power  of  a bare 
majority  to  repeat  these  oppressions,  will  appear  to 
be  obvious. 

The  next  amendment  proposes  to  restrict  the 
power  of  making  offensive  war.  In  the  considera- 
tion of  this  amendment,  it  is  not  necessary  to  in- 
quire into  the  justice  of  the  present  war.  lint  one 
sentiment  now  exists  in  relation  to  the  expediency, 
and  regret  for  its  declaration  is  nearly  universal.  No 
indemnity  can  ever  be  attained  for  this  terrible  ca- 
lamity, and  its  only  palliation  must  be  found  in  ob- 
stacles to  its  future  recurrence.  Rarely  can  the 
state  of  this  country  c.dl  for  or  justify  offensive 
war.  The  genius  of  our  institutions  is  unfavorable 
to  its  successful  prosecution;  the  felicity  of  our 
situation  exempts  us  from  its  necessity.— In  this 
c >se,  as  in  the  former*  those  more  immediately  ex- 
posed to  its  effects  are  a minority  of.  the  nation, 
fne  commercial  towns,  the  shores  of  our  seas  and 
rivers,  contain  the  population,  whose  vital  interests 
are  most  vulnerable  by  a foreign  enemy.  Agrictil* 
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ture,  indeed,  must  feel  at  last;  but  tlus  app  a(  to  its 
sensibility  comes  too  late.  A gain,  the  immense  po- 
pulation which  has  swarmed  into  the  west,  remote 
from  immediate  danger,  and  which  is  constantly 
augmenting,  will  not  be  averse  from  the  occasional 
(lis  urbances  of  the  Atlantic  states  Thus  interest 
may  not  frequently  combine  with  passion  and  in 
tri  ;Ur,to  plunge  the  nation  into  needless  wars,  and 
compel  it  to  become  a military  rather  than  a happy 
and  flourishing  people.  These  considerations  which 
it  would  be  easy  to  augment,  call  loudly  fur  the  li- 
mitation proposed  in  the  amendment. 

Another  amendment,  subordinate  in  importance, 
but  still  in  a high  degree  expedient  relates  to  the 
exclusion  of  foreigner*,  hereafter  arriving  in  the 
United  States  from  the  capacity  of  holding  offices 
of  trust,  honor,  or  pi  out. 

That  the  slock  of  population  already  in  these 
states,  is  amply  sufficient  to  render  this  nation  in 
due  lime  sufficiently  great  and  powerful,  is  not  a 
controvertible  question— Nor  will  it.  be  seriously 
pretended,  that"  the  national  deficiency  in  wisdom, 
arts,  science,  arms,  or  virtue,  needs  to  be  replenished 
from  foreign  countries.  Still,  it  is  agreed,  that  a 
liberal  policy  should  offer  the  rights  of  hospitality, 
and  tiie  choice  of  settlement,  to  those  who  are  dis- 
posed to  visit  the  country. — hut  why  admit  to  a par- 
ticipation in  the  government,  aliens  who  were  no 
parties  in  the  compact — who  are  ignorant  of  the  na- 
ture of  our  institutions,  and  have  no  stake  in  the 
welfare  of  the  country,  but  what  is  recent  and  tran- 
sitory? It  is  surely  privilege  sufficient  to  admit 
thi-m  after  due  probation  to  become  citizens,  for  all 
but  political  purposes — To  extend  it  beyond  these 
limits,  is  to  encourage  foreigners  to  come  to  these 
states  as  candidates  for  preferment,  The  conven- 
tion forbear  tp  express  their  opinion  upon  the  inaus- 
picious effects  wffch  have  already  resulted  to  the 
honor  and  peace  of  this  nation,  from  this  misplaced 
and  indiscriminate  liueraliiy. 

The  last  amendment  respects  the  limitation  of 
the  office  of  president,  to  a single  constitutional 
term,  and  his  eligibility  from  the  same  state  two 
terms  in  succession. 

, Upon  this  topic  it  it  superfluous  tp  dilate.  The 
love  of  power  is  a principle  in  the  human  heart 
which  too  often  impels  to  the  use  of  all  practicable 
pie  am-  to  prolong  its  duration.  The  office  of  presi- 
dent has  charms  and  attractions  which  operate  as 
powerful  incentives  to  this  passion.  The  first  and 
most  natural  exertion  of  vast  patronage  is  directed 
-towards  the  security  of  a new  election.  The  inter- 
est of  the  country,  the  welfare  of  the  people,  even 
bonest  fame  and  respect  for  the  opinion  of  posterity 
sire  secondary  considerations.  All  the  engines  of  in- 
trigue; all  the  means  of  corruption,  are  likeiy  lo  be 
employed  for  this  object.  A president  whose  poli- 
tical career  is  limitted  to  a single  election,  may  find 
no  other  interest  than  will  be  promoted  by  making 
it  glorious  to  himself  and  beneficial  to  his  country. 
Rut  the  hope  of  re-election  is  prolific  of  temptati- 
ons, under  which  these  magnanimous  motives  are 
deprived  of  their  principal  force.  The  repeated  e 
leC'ion  of  president  of  the  United  States  from  any 
one  state,  affords  inducements  and  means  for  in- 
trigue, which  tend  to  create  an  undue  local  influ- 
ence, and  establish  the  domination  of  particular 
states.  The  justice  therefore, of  securing  to  every 
trtale  a fair  and  equal  chance  for  the  election  of  tins 
officer  from  its  own  citizens  is  apparent,  and  this 
object  will  be  essentially  promoted  by  preventing 
an  election  from  the  same  state  twice  in  succession. 

Such  is  the  general  view  which  this  convention  lias 
thought  proper  to  submit,  of  the  situation  of  these 
States,  of  their  dangers  and  their  duties.  Most  of 


ue  suojecis  which  it  embraces  have  separately  re- 
ceived an  ample  and  luminous  investigation,  by  the 
great  and  able  assertors  of  the  rights  of  * ;eir  coun- 
try, in  tlie  national  legislature;  and  nothing  more 
couid  be  attemped  on  this  occasion,  than  a digest  of 
general  principles,  and  of  recommendations,  suited 
tp  the  present  slate  of  public  affairs.  The  peculiar 
difficulty  and  delicacy  of  performing,  even  this  un- 
dertaking, will  be  appreciated  by  all  who  iiiink  seri- 
ously upon  tfie  crisis.  Negotiations  for  peace,  are 
at  this  hour  supposed  to  be  pending,  thy  issue  of 
which  must  be  deeply  interesting  to  all.  No  mea- 
sures  should  be  adopted,  which  might  unfavorably 
affect  that  issue;  none  which  should  embarrass  the 
administration,  if  their  professed  desire  for  peace  is 
sincere;  and  none,  which  on  supposition  ol‘ their  sin- 
cerity, should  afford  them  pretexts  for  prolonging 
the  war,  or  relieving-  themselves  from  the  responsi- 
bility or  a dishonorable  peace.  It  is  also  devoutly  t«» 
be  wished,  that  an  occasion  may  be  afforded  to  all 
friends  of  the  country,  of  all  parties,  and  in  all 
places,  to  pause  and  consider  the  awful  state  to 
which  pernicious  counsels,  and  blind  passions,  have 
brought  this  people.  The  number  of  those  who  per- 
ceive, and  who  are  ready  to  retrace  errors,  must  it 
is  believed  be  yet  sufficient  to  redeem  the  nation. 
It  is  necessary  to  rally  and  unite  them  by  the  assu- 
rance that  iib  hostility  to  the  constitution  is  medi- 
tated, and  to  obtain  their  aid  in  placing  it  under 
guardians,  who  alone  can  save  it  from  destruction. 
Should  this  fortunate  change  be  effected,  tlie  hope 
of  happiness  and  hpnor  may  once  more  dispel  the 
surrounding  gloom.  Our  nation  may  yet  be  great, 
our  union  durable.  But  should  this  prospect  be  ut- 
terly hopeles,  the  time  will  not  have  been  lost, 
which  shall  have  ripened  a general  sentiment  of  the 
necessity  of  more  mighty  efforts  to  rescue  from  ruin, 
at  least  some  portion  of  our  beloved  country. 

TIIE11KFOIIF.  EE  IT 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended 
to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  represent- 
ed 4t  this  convention,  to  adopt  all  such  measures  as 
may  be  necessary  effectually  to  protect  the  citizens 
[of  sdd  states  from  the  operation  and  effects  of  all 
[acts  which  have  been  or  may  be  passed  by  the  con- 
j gross  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  contain  pro- 
visions subjecting  the  militia  cr  other  citizens  to 
forcible  ilM'-s,  conscriptions  or  impressments  not 
authorised  by  tfie  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  is  hereby  recommended 
J to  the  said  legislatures,  to  authorize  an  immediate 
j and  earnest  application  to  be  made  to  the  government 
[of  the  United  States,  requesting  their  consent  to 
I soma  arrangement,  whereby  the  said  states  may,  se- 
j parately  or  in  concert,  be  empowered  to  assume  up- 
j on  themselves  the  defence  of  their  territory  against 
tlie  enemy;  and  a reasonable  portion  of  the  taxes, 
J collected  within  said  states,  may  be  paid  into  the 
: respective  treasuries  thereof,  and  appropriated  to 
| the  payment  of  the  balance  due  said  states,  and  to, 
j the  future  defence  of  the  same.  The  amount  so 
paid  into  tlie  said  treasuries  to  be  credited,  and  the 
J disbursements  made  as  aforesaid  to  be  charged  to 
! the  United  Slate/. 

Resolved , That  it  b-  and  hereby  is  recommended 
to  the  legislatures  of  the  aforesaid  states,  to  pass 
laws  (where  it  has  not  already  been  done)  authoris- 
ing the  governors  or  commanders  in  chief  of  thei,r 
militia  to  make  detachments  from  the  same,  or  to 
form  voluntary  corps,  as  shall  be  most  convenient 
and  conformable  to  their  constitutions,  and  to  cause 
the  same  to  be  well  armed,  equipped,  disciplined, 
and  held  in  readiness  for  service;  and  upon  the  re- 
quest of  the  governor  of  either  of  the  other  states, 
to  employ  the  whole  of  such  detachment  or  corps  as 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— CONGRESS. 


313 


well  ns  ths  regular  forces  of  the  state,  or  such  part 
thereof  as  may  be  required  and  can  be  spared  con-j 
sistently  with  t!ie  saf-uy  of  tl>e  state,  in  assisting  i 
the  stale  nuking  such  request  to  repel  any  invasion  , 
thereof,  which  shall  be  made  or  attempted  by  the 
pun  lie  enemy.  j 

Resolved,  That  the  following  amendments  of  the  ; 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  be  recommended  ; 
to  the  states  represented  a ; aforesaid,  to  be  proposed 
by  them  for  adoption  bv  the  slate  legislatures,  and 
in  such  cases  as  may  be  deemed  expedient,  by  a con- 
vention chosen  by  the  people  of  each  state. 

And  it  is  further  recommended,  that  the  said, 
states  shall  persevere  in  their  efforts  to  obtain  such  ! 
amendments,  until  the  same  shall  be  effected.  j 
First . Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be] 
apportioned  among  the  several  states  which  may  be! 
included  within  this  union,  according  to  their  res- 1 
pec  live  numbers  of  free  persons,  including  those] 
bound  to  serve  for  a term  ot  years,  and  excludingl 
Indians  not  taxed  and  all  other  persons.  j 

Second.  No  new  state  shall  be  admitted  into  the  j 
union  by  congress,  in  virtue  of  the  power  granted  by 
tlie  constitution,  without  the  concurrence  of  two 
thirds  of  both  houses. 

Third.  Congress  shall  not  have  power  to  lay  an 
embargo,  on  the  ships  or  vessels  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  ports  or  harbors  thereof, 
for  more  than  sixty  days. 

Fourth.  Congress  shall  not  have  power,  without 
the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  both  houses,  to 
interdict  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
tjnhed  States  and  any  foreign  nation  or  the  depen- 
jienc’ es  thereof. 

Fifth.  Congress  shall  not  make  nor  declare  war, 
or  authorize  acts  of  hostility  against  any  foreign  na- 
tion without  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  both 
houses,  except  such  acts  of  hostility  be  in  defence 
of  the  territories  ot  the  United  States  when  actually 


inv  <ded. 

Sixth.  No  person  who  shall  hereafter  be  natu- 
ralized, shall  be  eligible  as  a member  of  the  senate 
or  hotiisc  of  representatives  of  the  United  States, 
nor  capable  of  holding  any  civil  office  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States. 

Seventh.  The  same -person  shall  pot  be  elected  | 
pre^i  'ent  of  the  .United  States  a second  time  ; nor 
(lull  the  president  be  elected  from  the  same  state 
two  terms  in  succession.  \ 

Resolved , That  if  the  application  of  these  states 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  recommend- 
ed i:i  a foregoing  resolution,  should  be  unsuccessful, 
and  peace  should  not  be  concluded,  and  the  defence 
of  these  states  should  be  neglepted,  as  it  has  been 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  it  will,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  convention,  be  expedient  for  the  le- 
gislatures of  the  several  states  to  appoint  delegates 
to  another  convention,  to  meet  at  Boston  in  the  state 
of  Massachusetts,  on  the  third  Thursday  of  June 
next,  with  such  powers  and  instructions  us  the  exi- 
gency of  a crisis  so  momentous  may  require. 

Resolved,  That  the  hon.  George  Cabot,  the  lion. 
Chrmncey  Goodrich,  and  the  hon.  Daniel  Lyman,  or 
an  two  of  them,  be  authorized  to  call  another 
meeting  of  this  convention,  to  be  holden  in  Boston, 
at  ,.iy  time  before  new  delegates  shall  be  chosen,  as 
recommended  in  the  above  resolution,  if  in  their 
judgment. the  situation  of  the  country  shall  urgently 
require  it. 

Hartford,  January  4th,  1S14. 

George  (Loot,  James  H'dlhouse, 

N . ran  Done,  J<ohn  Treadwell, 

William  Prescott,  Zephania  Swift, 

Harrison  G.  this,  Nathaniel  Smith, 

Timothy  Bigelow,  Calvin  Goddard,  1 


Joshua  Thom  s, 

Samuel  S.  Wilde, 

Jose  pi  i L;.  man, 

Stephen  Longfellow,  jr. 
Daniel  NVuldo, 

Hoclijoh  Baylies, 
George  Bliss, 

Chauncey  Goodrich, 


Roger  M.  Sherman, 
Daniel  Lyman, 
Samuel  Ward, 
Edward  Marion, 
Benjamin  Hazard, 
Benjamin  West, 
Mills  Olcn1 1, 
William  Hall,  jr. 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 


Thursday,  January  5.  The  direct  tax  bill  was 
pass*  > without  amendment,  by  the  following  vote  : 

AEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Chase,  Cnndit, 
Daggett,  Fronientin,  GaillanI,  German,  Giles,  Hunter,  Kerr,  King. 
Lacock,  Morrow,  Huberts,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Walker, 
Wharton— S3. 

NAYS.— Messrs,  Dana,  Gore,  Horsey,  Lambert,  Mason,  ;,Var- 
nuni,  Wells. — 7. 

The  senate  agreed  to  a conference  with  the  house 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  houses  on  the 
furniture  tux  bill ; and  asked  a conference  of  the 
house  on  the  disagreeing  votes  on  the  manufacture 
tax  bill ; of  which  Messrs.  Taylor,  Bledsoe  and 
Dagget  were  appointed  managers. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  settling  the 
Yazoo  claims,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  [and  passed  the  next  day  ] 

Mr.  Bledsoe  submitted  for  consideration  a motion 
“that  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  he  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a naval 
school — [agreed  to  next  day.] 

Friday , Jan.  6.  Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  committee 
on  the  subject,  reported  a bill  making  an  appropria- 
tion for  repairing  and  rebuilding  the  public  build- 
ings within  the  city  of  Washington ; which  was 
read  and  p issed  to  a second  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  house  to  authorize  +he  president 
of  the  United  S ales  to  accept  the  services  of  cer- 
tain volunteer  corps,  having  been  so  amended,  as  to 
authorize  the  acceptance  into  service  of  state  corps, 
and  otherwise  essentially  changed  in  its  piovisions, 
was  ordered  to  a third  reading,  by  an  unanimous  vote. 

The  bill  from  the  house  to  provide  for  the  wi- 
dows and  orphans  of  militia  and  volunteers,  who 
shall  die  or  be  killed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Sates,  was  further  considered,  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Varnum,  postponed  to  the  second  Monday  iu 
March  next. 

Saturdtiy,  Jan.  7 . The  bill  to  authorize  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  state  troops  and  volunteers  was 
passed. 

Mr.  Taylor  from  the  committee  of  conferences  oil 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  houses,  on  the  bill 
for  taxing  household  furniture,  &ic.  made  a report 
thereon  ; which  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Giles  moved  that  the  further  proceedings  on 
said  bill  be  postponed  to  the  second  Monday  in 
Much  next — (In  other  words,  rejected.) 

The  question  on  which  motion  was  decided  as 
follows : 

YE  AS.— Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Giles,  Gore,  Hunter,  Mason, 
Small,  Wells.— 8. 

N \ YS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Chase,  Con- 
dit,  Fronientin,  GaillanI,  German,  Lacock,  Lambert,  Morrow,  Hu- 
bert*. Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Turner,  Van. uni,  Walk* 
ev,  Wharton, — XI. 

The  report  was  then  agreed  to,  and,  having  been 
before  agreed  to  by  the  house,  the  bill  wants  only 
the  signature  of  the  president  to  become  a law. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  president  of  the  United 
United  States,  to  cause  to  built,  equipped  and  em- 
ployed, one  or  more  floating  batteries,  for  the  de- 
! fence  of  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  was  fur- 
ther considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  [and  passed  next  day.] 
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Monday , Jan  9.  The  amendments  of  the  hontse 
to  the  senate’s  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  a^er  night- 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  of  America,  were  re- 
ceived, read,  and  referred  to  a select  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Smith,  Iiibb,  Anderson,  Giles  and 
Varnum. 

Wednesday , Jan.  11.  Mr.  Barbour,  senator  from 
Virginia  (late  governor)  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Brent, 
deceased,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Jan.  5. — A message  was  received,  from 
the  senate,  renouncing  their  recession  from  all  their 
amendments  to  the  bill  laying  duties  on  certain 
manufactures,  except  so  much  as  proposes  to  lay  a 
duty  of  8 per  cent,  on  all  umbrellas  and  parasols 
above  the  value  of  2 dolls. 

Mr.  Fisk  of  N.  Y stated  that  the  principal  diffi- 
culty with  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  in  as- 
senting to  this  amendment,  had"  been  a doubt  of  the 
constitutional  power  of  the  senate,  to  propose  new 
taxes.  As  this  was  a question  which  he  believed 
had  never  been  decided;  and  as  the  tax  was  in  it- 
self unimportant,  he  moved  that  the  house  insist 
on  its  disagreement  to  its  amendment. 

Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  house  also  determined  to  insist  on  disagree- 
ment to  a part  of  the  amendments  of  the  senate,  to 
the  furniture  tax  bill,  and  to  a conference  on  that 
bill. 

The  bouse  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  bill  for  pre- 
venting intercourse  with  the  enemy.  [This  is  a 
bill  containing  ample  and  energetic  provisions,  for 
preventing  the  treasonable  intercourse,  which  has 
recently  prevailed  to  so  great  an  extent  on  our 
northern  borders,  and  elsewhere.]  The  few  amend- 
ments made  in  committee  of  the  whole  having 
been  agreed  to — 

Messrs.  Grosvenor,  King  (of  Mass.)  Stockton  and 
Wilson , moved  various  amendments , all  which  were 
negatived.  After  which,  it  appearing,  about  this 
tone,  owing  to  the  retirement  of  a number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  house , that  a quorum  was  not  present,  a 
motion  was  made  for  the  call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Gross enor  contended  that  one  day’s  ndtice 
was  necessary  to  a call  of  the  house;  the  chair  (Mr. 

Nelson,  in  the  absence  of  the  speaker  from  indispo- 
sition, occupying  the  chair)  decided  sttclr  notice  was 
*not  necessary;  Mr.  Grosvenpr  appealed  from  this 
decision,  which  the  house  affirmed. 

The  call  of  the  house  then  took  place,  when  it 
appeared  that  the  following  members  were  present: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 

Harbour, Bard,  Barnett,  ilittes,  Bowen,  Brown,  Bwtlev.  Caldwell,  Cal- 
houn, Cannon,  Cliappei, Clark,  Clendeitin,  CJopton,  Comstock,  Co- 
rned. Crawford, iCveighton,  Crouch,  Cutlibert,  Daria,  Davis  of  Pa.  De- 
sha, Duval!,  Earle,  Fisk, of  Vt.  Fisk,  of  N.  Y.  Forney,  Gholson, 

Gourdin,'.  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  JHall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Haw- 
kins, I-Iopkins,  of  Ky.  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hubert,  Ingham, 

Irving,  Jackson  of  Vir.  Johnson  of  Va.  Johnson  of  Ky.  Kent  of 
Md.  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  Kin"  of  Mass.  King,  of  N.  C.  Lef- 
ferts,  Lovett,  Lyle,  M-Coy,  M Kini,  Miller,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton, 

Ormsby  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  John  Reed,  Rea  of  Pen.  Rhea 
of  Ten.  Rich,' Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Seyhert,  Sharp, 

Smith,  of  Pa.  Strong,  Sturges,  Tqjmeliill,  Taylor,  Udre'e,  Vose, 

Ward  of  N.  J.  Wilson  of  Mass.  Wilson,  of  Pa.  Wood,  Yancey— 9?. 

The  doors  o:‘  the  House  were  then  closed,  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  the  house,  and  ingress  and  egress 
-forbidden,  but  not  before  two  or  three  other  mem- 
bers had  come  ip. 

Some  difficulty  arose  as  to  the  course  now  pror 
per  to  be  pursued  as  to  compelling  the  attendance 
of  absentees,  &c.  At  length,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yan- 
cey, it  was  ordered  that  all  further  proceedings  on 
tiie  call  be  suspended ; and 

The  bill  which  had  been  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading  without  a division — a sufficient 
number  not  rising  to  support  the  (notion  of  Mr.  Mil- 
ler for  the  yeas  and  nays. 


,use  then  adjourned,  it  being  some  time 

Friday,  Jan.  6.  Mr.  M‘Kee,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  die  same  w„s  referred,  reported  a bill  to 
establish  ...  national  bank. 

Mr.  M'Kee  explained,  briefly,  the  nature  and 
.mount  of  the  amendments  now  proposed  to  the  bill. 
The  first  principle  .introduced  into  the  bill,  he  said. 
Was  reduction  of  the  capital  stock  from  fftxj  to 
thirty  millions  ; such  capital  to  be  composed  of  five 
millions  in  specie,  fifteen  millions  in  treasury  notes, 
ten  millions  in  stock  of  the  United  States  cheated 
since  the  declaration  of  war.  The  capital  o be  .sub* 
scribaole  in  shares  ol  one  hundred  instead  of  fve 
hundred  each.  The  payments  of  the  subscription 
to  be  so  apportioned  that  two-fifths  of  the  amount 
of  the  capital  should  be  paid  in  at  the  time  of  sub- 
scribing. This  would  bring  at  once  into  the  bank, 
1,666,000  dollars  in  specie,  and  the  residue  i n trea- 
sury notes  and  stock,  mounting  to  twelve  millions 
in  ihe  whole.  There  was  every  reason  to  believe 
tlut.  this  payment  could  be  made,  at  the  time  of  sub- 
scription, to  the  full  amount  proposed.  If  so,  the 
bank  could  forthwith  go  into  operation,  and  its  capi- 
tal would  not  remain  inactive,  as  a part  of  it  must 
do  if  a less  amoun  t were  payable  at  the  time  of  sub- 
scription. The  principle  requiring  the  bank  to  make 
a loan  of  thirty  millions  to  the  government  to  be 
stricken  out,  and  the  provision  respecting  the  sus- 
pension of  payments  in  specie,  which  appeared  to 
oe  inseparably  connected  with  the  compulsory  loan, 
to  be  also  stricken  out.  The  immediate  aid  which 
the  plan  would  afford  to  the  government,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  establishment  of  a circulating  medium 
of  undoubted  credit,  would  be  in  the  issue  and  free 
circulation  of  treasury  notes,  and  the  relief  to  the 
stock  market  by  the  abstraction  from  it  of  ten  mil- 
lions to  be  subscribed  into  the  stock  of  the  bank. 
I ae  bank  thus  to  be  established  was  predicated  on 
the  idea  of  a specie  bank,  on  which  principle  alone 
must  forever  rest  a sound  circulating  medium.— 
There  was  no  danger,  as  had  been  frequently  ob.erv- 
ed,  but,  without  a requisition  to  that  effect  in  its 
charter,  the  bank  would,  for  its  own  interest,  afford 
to  the  gpverfiment  every  assistance  and  accommoda- 
tion in  its  power.  A right  was  also  reserved  to  the 
government  to  subscribe,  on  its  own  behalf  and  for 
its  benefit,  whenever  congress  shall  authorize  it  by 
law,  five  millions  to  the  stock  of  the  bank,  payable 
in  certificates  of  slock  bearing  an  interest  of  four 
per  centum.  1 his  stock  it  might  sell  at  great  advan- 
tage ; even  during  the  present  year,  if  the  bank 
went  successfully  into  operation. 

1 lie  amendments  to  the  first  section  having  been 
stated,  and  the  question  being  proposed  to  the  house 
on  tliat  amendment  which  reduces  the  proposed  capital 
from  fifty  to  thirty  millions  of  dollars. 

The  question  being  taken,  after  nearly  two  hours 
debate,  on  ihe  first  amendment  reported  by  the  se- 
lect committee,  was  decided  ns  follows  : 

YEASt- Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer 
Harnett,  Baylies  of  Mass.  Bayiy  of  Va.  Bitrelow 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Burw-il,  Bui  1<  r.  Caper- 
ton,  Calboua,  Cannon,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley  Clark  Con- 
demn, Cfoplon,  Comstock,  Coxe.  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch, 
Culpepper,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Mass.  Davis  of 
Penn.  Desha,  Duvall,  Earl,  Ely,  Evans, Farrow,  Findley,  Forney, 

Gaston,  Gediies,  Gholson,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Harris,  liasbrouck, 

Hawes,  Henderson,  Howell,  Humphreys,  Hulbert,  Ing,  rsoll  Ir- 
ying,  Jacksou  of  R.I.  Jackson  of  Va.  Johnson  of  Va.  Johnson  of 
Ky.  Kennedy,  Kent  of  N.  Y.  Kent  of  Md.  Kerr,  Kershaw  King 
oi  Mass.  King  of  N.  C.  Law,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  M‘Ker,  M-Kio*, 
M Lean,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Moseley,' Market).  Newton, 
Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Pitkin.  Pleasants, 
Potter,  J.  Reed,  Wm.  Reed,  Rea  of  Penn.  Rhea  of  Term.  Rich, 
Robertson,  Rupgles,^  Sage,  ^ Schureman,  Seyhert,  Sharp,  Sm  tf'ey, 


larhour,  Bard 
Bints,  Bowen, 


Sherwood,  Shi 
n. 

soo,  l'roup,  Ud 
Wki 

aud  Y juicy— *2? 


Slaymaker,  Smith  of  N Y.  Smitl^of  Pa-  Sta 
t,Sui 
Vose. 


lord,  Stockton.  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  TannehiU,  Taylor.  Thomp 
„„  I'.  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Mass,  Ward  of  N.  J.  Webster, 

Wheaton,  VI  hue,  Wilcox,  Wiiiiaips,  Wilsou  of  Mass.  Winter,  Wood 
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NAYS-Mtssrs.  Alston,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Ccuartl,  Dtnoy.  ll^s, 
Epiirs,  Fisk  of  Vt.  Fisk  of  N Y.  Forsyth,  Franklin.  Gourau-.,  Gri  - 
ft n,  flail.  Hawkins,  Hopkins  oi  Kv.  H*obard,  1 .gharo,  Irwin,  Kil- 
im mi,  Ufrlrts,  Lyle,  M.uion,  MCuy,  Muring,  Nelson,  Parker, 

RiiiE^oli'.  Roane,  Sevier,  Tt-l.'air,  and  Wilson  of  Pa.  31. 

Tli  - ther  amendments  were  fiei  wards  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  ordered  to  a (bird  reading  to-morrow 
without  opposition. 

Saturday , January  7-— Fin  ther  progress  was  made 
in  the  bill  to  prevent  traitorous  intercourse  with  tlu 
enemv — it  was  laid  upon  the  table  to  make  way  lor 
the  bank  bill,  which  came  up  and  the  question  being 
sUted,  “shal  this  bid  pass?  several  members  gave 
their  reasons  why  the . should  vote  Tor  or  against  the 
biii — .,ie  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  And-rson,  Barnett,  Bayly 
of  Va.  Bigelow,  Bin.  s,  Br,tkeuridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Batter, 
Caperton,  Caldw-ll.  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Champion,  Coappell,  Cil- 
|ey,  Clark,  Cltndenin,  Co  astock,  Conard.  Coop.  r.  Coxe,  Crrig|i- 
toh.  Crouch,  Culpeper.  Cuthhert,  D uia,  Davenport,  Davis  or  Mas. 
Davis  of  Pa.  Duvall,  Earle,  Ei> , Farrow,  Final,  y.  Fisk  ot  Vt. 
Forutv,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  GeikJ-s,  Gholsou,  Hale,  Hanson,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes, Hawkins.  Hcudenon, Hopkins ot  Kv.i.  Howell, 
Hungerlbrd,  Halbert,  lrigersoll,  Ingham,  Irvmg.  Jackson  ot  H.  1. 
Kent  if  N.  Y.  Kent  of  Md.  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kiloourn,  Kmg  ot 
ivj.  C.  Ltfferr.s,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  M‘Coy.  M'Kee,  M‘Kim.  ML. an, 
Montgomery,  Moor?.  Moseley,  Markell,  Oakloy.Ormsby,  Paarson, 
Pick  ring,  Pickens,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Potter,  John  Rest  Win. 
Reed,  Rea  of  P. mi.  Rhea  of  fen.  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson, 
Ruggles,  Sag  Schureinan,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Shwwood, 
ShipTierd,  Slay  maker,  Smith  of  N.  Y.  Smith  ot  Penn.  Stockton, 
Stuart,  St  urges,  Taggart,  Tan  nth  ill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson, 
Udree,  Vos-,  Ward  of  Mass.  Ward  of  N.  J.  Webster,  Wheaton, 
White,  Williams,  Winter,  Wood,  Yancey—  2 . 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Mass.  Boyi’.,  Bradbury,  Bitrwell, 
Clopton,  Crawford.  Dt-noyelles,  Drsha,  Eppes,  Evans, Fisk  ot  N.  Y. 
Franklin,  Gourdiii,  Griffin.  Grosvenor,  Hubbard,  Humphreys. 
Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virg.  Johnson  of  Ken.  Kennedy,  King  ot  Mas. 
Law,  L "'is,  Lyle,  Macon,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker, 
Roam,  Scybert,  Stanford,  Strong,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Mass.  Wil- 
son ot'  Penn.— 38. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  the  amendments  sen*  to 


King, ot' Mass.  Law, Lewis,  Lovett, Miller,  Moseley,  Markell,  Oak- 
ley, Pearson,  Pickering.  Pitkin,  J.  Reed,  Win.  Reed,  Ruggles, 
Schureinan,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith,  of  N.  Y. 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  'i  aggart,  Thompson,  Vose, 
Ward,  of  Mass.  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Winter,  Wood— 55. 

So  tlu  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concurrence. 

Tuesday , Jan.  10.  A variety  of  minor  business 
was  done,  and  the  house  agreed  to  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  senate  to  the  bill  laying  duties  on 
certain  manufactures — for  it  97  ; against  53.  The 
chief  question  before  the  house  was,  whether  the  se- 
nate, in  the  shape  ot  an  amendment , had  a r ight  to  pro- 
pose 7iew  objects  of  taxation. 

Wednesday,  January  11.  The  house  was  chiefly 
o scupied  tiiis  d iy  with  private  petitions  and  business 
of  liille  general  importance — except  that  it  agreed 
to  tlie  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  volunteer 
bill ; and  spent  some  on  the  bill  for  quieting  and 
adjusting  claims  to  land  in  the  Mississippi  territory 

Thursday,  January  12.  This  being  the  day  recom- 
mended by  the  president  for  general  fasting,  humi- 
liation and  prayer,  neither  house  met. 


0f  tOe  <§5^4 c. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Neav-Orlf.ans. — We  anxiously  look  towards  ’this 
city,  filled  with  hopes  and  wounded  by  fears  for  its 
fate.  On  the  events  that  have  happened  there,  great 
interests  depend,  not  to  the  individuals,  or  to  the 
immense  tract  of  country  immediately  ooncerned  in 
the  welfare  of  this  mighty  depot,  but  only  to  all  the 
Unite.;  States. 


the  < ate  tor  their  concurrence. 

Monday , January  9.— Mr.  Sage  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  Joshua  Penny  of  Long-Island,  stating  that 
he  was  taken  from  his  bed  in  the  night  time  by  an 
armed  British  force  and  carried  on  board  a British 
ship  of  war,  where  he  received  the  most  inhuman 
treatment,  and  was  confined  as  a prisoner  of  war  for 
nine  months,  though  he  had  not  borne  arms  during 
the  present  war,  and  praying  congress  to  Uke  his 
case  into  consideration,  and  give  him  some  remune- 
ration by  employment  in  the  public  service — Refer- 
red to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  Wm.  ltied,  of  Mass,  from  the  committee  on 
the  subject  of  naval  reform,  made  a report,  accom- 
panied by  sundry  letters  from  distinguished  naval 
officers,  concurring  in  recommending  the  adoption 
of  two  bills  now  reported.  These  bills,  viz.  a bill 
to  “alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  establishing 
the  navy  department,  by  adding  thereto  a Board  of 
(Commissioners,”  and  a bill  “directing  the  manner 
of  contracts  snd  purchases  in  the  navy  department, 
and  for  promoting  economy  therein,”  were  twice 
read  and  committed. 

The  bill  to  prevent  traitorous  intercourse  with  the  J 
enemy,  being  taken  up,  Mr.  Farrow  having  assign-' 
ed  ins  reasons  why  he  should  vote  against  the  bill, 
though  friendly  to  its  object,  the  question  was  ta- 
ken without  further  debate,  and  the  bill  passed  as 
follows : 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery,  Barbour, 
Bard,  Barnett, Bayly, of  Va.  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwcll,  But- 
ler, Calhoun,  Caiinon,  Clark.  Clendetiin,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Cuthhert,  Dana,  Davis,  of  Penn.  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes, 
Evans, Findley,  Fisk,  ofVt.  Forney,  Forsythe,  Franklin,  Gholsou, 
Criffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrock,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  of  Ky.  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  Hmigerford.  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin.  Johnson,  of 
Kv.  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbortm,  King,  of  N.  C.  LefFerts 
Lyle,  Macon,  M Coy,  M*Kee,  M’Kim,  M‘Lean,  Montgomery,  Nel, 
son,  Newton,  Ortnsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rea,  of  Pen- 
Rhea,  of  Ten.  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier. 
Sharp,  Smith,  of  Pen.  Tanndtii],  Troup,  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson, 
of  Pen.  Wright,  Yancej — 82.  . 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Baylies,  of  Mass.  Boyd,  Breckenridge,  Brig- 
ham, Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Coxe.  Culpepper.  Da- 
venport, Davis,  of  Mass.  Ely,  Farrow,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale, 
Ilanson,  Hawkins,  Henderson,  H*wdl , Hulbert,  Kent,  of  N.  Y. 


Qn  the  12th  December,  intelligence  reached  New- 
Or leans,  that  the  much-talked-of  expedition  from 
the  West-Indies  (or  a part  of  it)  consisting  of  from 
35  to  40  vessels,  had  appeared  off  Ship  Island,  in 
the  bay  of  St.  Louis,  approaching  towards  lake 
Ponchartvain,  with  an  undoubted  design  of  making 
a “demonstration”  on  the  city  on  that  side.  The 
troops  on  board  were  supposed  to  amount  to  6000 
men,  among  wenj  some  black  soldiers.  On  the  15th 
they  attacked,  in  about  40  barges,  each  armed  with 
a piece  of  cannon,  and  having  about  fifty  men,  our 
flotilla  belonging  to  the  lake,  consisting  of  five  gun 
boats  and  a small  schooner;  all  which  were  finally 
beaten  after  a resistance  worthy  the  character  of 
our  tars,  who  desperately  maintained  the  unequal 
contest  for  one  hour  and  Jifty  minutes.  The  schooner 
was  run  ashore  and  blown  up  by  her  own  crew,  who 
escaped,  but  the  five  gun-boats  were  captured. 
— The  enemy’s  loss  is  supposed  to  have  been 
excessive— r-no  less  than  thirteen  of  their  barges  being 
said  to  have  sunk!  This  flotilla  was  the  whole  of  the 
naval  force  we  had  on  that  side,  and  its  capture  gave 
them  free  entrance  into  lake  Ponchartrain , except 
! the  resistance  they  might  meet  with  from  a small 
fort  commanding  the  passage  of  the  R iyolettes, 
which  it  was  not  supposed,  would  seriously  obstruct 
their  progress.  At  the  mouth  of  the  bayou  Sc.  Jean, 
which  leads  towards  New- Orleans  from  the  lake, 

! there  is  also  a fort,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  be  much 
l calculated  upon.  The  nature  of  the  country  between 
! the  lake  and  the  ciiv,  presents,  however,  very  for- 
i midable  obstacles  to  an  invading  army,  being  al- 
most a complete  swamp,  the  very  nesting  place  of 
alligators.  But  what  has  been  the  result  we  know 
not  how  to  believe.  The  force  actually  on  the  spot 
on  the  17th — (the  date  of  a letter  received  by  the 
editor,  and  of  the  latest  date  that  lias  been  received, 
from  thence)  does  not  appear  to  have  exceeded  4000 
men,  about  1000  of  whom  were  regulars;  but  gene- 
ral Coffee's  brigade,  2000,  was  close  at  hand,  and  it 
is  said  would  reach  the  city  the  next  day— other  of 
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the  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  troops  were  looted  to";  oe; . G.-w.i  Coffee  is  at  Raton  Rouge  with  1800 


and  if  they  arrived  within  d or  4 days  might  pro- 
bablv  assist  in  the  defence  of  the  place — the  detach- 
ment that  left  fort  Massac  on  the  28th  Nov.  could 
not  have  been  very  far  off.  General  Jackson,  howe- 
ver, it. seems  was  full  of  hope  and  confidence;  lie  had 
established  the  most  perfect  order,  and  the  people 
seem  generally  to  have  looked  for  a happy  result. 
Amen. 

For  the  object,  no  doubt,  of  diverting-  our  forces, 
s second  attack  was  made  upon  Fort  IJowyer, -Mobile 
Point.  The  firing-  was  continued  when  the  reporter 
came  away.  Col.  Lawrence , glorious  for  his  former 
defence  of  this  place,  had  the  command — and  the 
issue,  at  least,  will  not  be  dishonorable. 

It  appears,  also,  that  the  British  agents  have  been 
tampering  with  the  indians  on  the  Red  Iliver  and  to 
the  soutii  of  it — not  contented  with  the  destruction 
they  have  already  heaped  on  the  heads  of  this  wretch- 
ed race.  Why  does  not  Christain  Britain  suffer  these 
poor  people  to  enjoy  the  small  comforts  their  situa- 
tion affords?  why  lead  them,  without  cause,  to  take 
up  the  tomahawk,  soon  to  be  buried  in  their  own 
heads,  for  woman  and  children  murdered?  The 
matter  is  of  a character  so  savage  that  we  know  not 
of  language  to  express  our  abltorence  of  it — it  is 
the  opposite  of  every  thing  that  is  honest,  honorable 
or  justr— and  will  give  to  infamy  the  name  of  En- 
glishmen. 

The  fleet  near  New  Orleans,  was  the  same  that 
we  had  in  the  Chesapeake,  last  September.  A nd  ad- 
miral Cochrane,  disappointed  of  dining  in  llaltimore, 
is  reported  to  have  said  he  would  eat  his  Christmas 
dinner  in  JVev>  Orleans,  and  stay  there  some  lime. — 


men  from  Tennessee;  he  will  be  here  in  two  days.- 
The  hte  quota  from  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  have 
not  arrived,  and  no  intelligence  of  their  being  on  the 
way,  so  that  they  will  not  be  here  in  time.  An  ex- 
press reached  the  general  to-dny  from  Mobile  Point, 
which  stales  that  the  vessels  off  there,  large  and 
small,  are  upwards  of  40,  and  that  they  are  hourly 
increasing.  It  is  also  ascertained,  that  it  is  the  same 
force  that  made  the  attack  on  Baltimore,  refitted 
it  Jamaica  an  1 Bermuda,  and  not  lord  Kill,  as  was 
at  first  supposed.  Jldmival  Cochrane  has  sent  vs  word 
that  he  not  only  inteiuU  eating  his  Chris  Unas  dinner  ini 
JVeto  Orleans,  but  to  spend  the  carnival  here. 

“Last  evening,  a flag  of  truce  w.-s  Rent  to  the 
enemy  by  commodore  Patterson,  with  a surgeon  to 
attend  the  wounded  of  our  gun-boats  ” 

ADJUTANT  GENERAL’S  OFFICE. 

New  Oh  leans,  Dec.  16,  1814. 
Head- Quarters,  7th  Military  District. 
GENERAL  ORDERS. 

To  the  citizens  of  jYew  Orleans — The  major  general 
commanding  has  with  astonishment  and  regret 
learned  that  great  consternation  and  alarm  pervade 
your  city. 

It  is  true  the  enemy  is  on  our  coast  and  threatens 
an  invasion  of  our  territory,  but  it  is  equally  true, 
with  union,  energy,  and  the  approbation  of  heaven, 
we  will  beat  him  at  every  point  his  temerity  may  in- 
duce him  to  set  foot  upon  our  soil.  The  general 
with  still  greater  astonishment;  lias  heard  that  Bri- 
tish emissaries  have  been  permitted  to  propagate 
seditious  reports  amongst  you,  that  the  threatened 


We  trust  the  knight  will  be  drubbed.  At  t;our  last  J invasion  is  with  a view  of  restoring  the  country  to 


accounts  from  ths  enemy  he  must  have  been  about 
40  miles  from  the  city — the  lake  cannot  be  navigated 
by  vessels  drawing  more  than  from  6 to  8 feet  water. 
The  next  mail  will  give  us  the  fate  of  thiy  important 
place.  No  force  was  attempting  to  approach  by  way 
of  the  Mississippi.  The  Herald  sloop  of  war  was 
off  the  bar. 

The  following  extract  of  a letter  from  an  officer 
in  he  regular  army,  whose  integrity  is  unquestiona- 
ble, to  his  friend  in  Washington  city,  conlaists  some 
interesting  particulrs : 

“ New  Orleans,  Dec.  16. 

“ On  my  return  here  yesterday  from  fort  St  Phi- 
lip, where  L have  been  for  the  last  three  weeks,  f 
found  the  whole  city  in  a state  of  confusion,  owing 
to  the  enemy’s  having  made  their  appearance  in  con- 
siderable force  between  the  B:dize  and  Mobile  Point. 
We,  last  evening,  received  the  unfortunate  news  of 
all  our  gun  boats,  stationed  in  the  lake,  having  been 


Spain,  from  a supposition  that  some  of  you  would 
be  willing  to  return  to  your  ancient  government— 
believe  no  such  incredible  'tales — your  government 
is  at  peace  with  Spain — it  is  the  vital  enemy  of  your 
country,  the  common  enemy  of  mankind,  the  high- 
way robber  of  the  world,  that  threatens  you,  and 
has  sent  his  hirelings  amongst  you  with  this  false 
report  to  put  you  off  your  guard,  that  you  may  fall 
an  easy  prey  to  him.  Then  look  to  your  liberties, 
your  property,  the  chastity  of  your  wives  and  daugh- 
(tors.  Take  a retrospect  of  the  conduct  of  the  Bri- 
tish army  at  Hampton  and  other  places  where  it  lias 
entered  our  country— -and  every  basoni  which  glows 
with  patriotism  and  virtue,  will  be  inspired  with  in- 
dignation and  pant  for  the  arrival  of  the  hour  when 
wo  shall  meet  and  revenge  these  outrages  against 
the  laws  of  civilization  and  hunyanity. 

The  general  calls  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  city, 

0 ....  , , „ to  trace  this  unfounded  report  to  its  source  and 

captured  by  the  enemy,  after  a most  glorious  tie-  bring  the  propagator  to  condign  punishment.  The 


fence  having  been  made  by  lieutenant  Jones,  against 
innumerable  boats  from  the  enemy’s  fleet ; but  one 


rules  and  articles  of  war  annex  the  punishment  of 
death  to  any  person  holding  secret  correspondence 


of  our  armed  vessels,  a small  schooner,  escaped  fall-  with  the  enemy,  creating  false  alarm  or  supplying 
iug  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  After  beating  off  hum  with  provision,  and  the  general  announces  his 
:i  number  of  barges  and  gigs,  she  made  good  her  re-  i unalterable  determination  rigidly  to  execute  the 
treat  to  the  bay  of  St.  Louis,  where  her  commander  martial  law  in  all  cases  which  may  come  within  his 
blew  her  up,  with  all  the  naval  stores  there,  and  ar-  j province. 

rived  safely  in  New  Orleans;  he  has  furnished  usj  'f he  safety  of  1 he  district  intrusted  to  the  pro- 
with  the  above  account.  The  action  with  the  gun-jtectipn  of  the  general  must  and  will  be  maintained 
boats  took  place  at  floseph’s  Islands,  about  40  miles  j with  the  bast  blood  of  the  country,  and  he  is  confi- 
from  here  ; so  that  we  expect  the  enemy  to  approach  j dent  ail  good  citizens  will  he  found  at  their  posts 
New  Orleans  in  tkree  or  four  d*ys.  Notwithstand-  j with  their  arms  in  their  hands,  determined  to  dis- 
ing our  force  is  very  small  (as  we  cannot  bring  1000  ( pute  every  inch  of  ground  with  the  enemy,  that 
regulars  into  the  field)  we  are  ready  to  meet  the  ene-  unanimity  will  pervade  the  country  generally.  But 


my  at  any  time  they  may  come ; and  1 hope,  and 
have  no  doubt,  that  we  shall  give  them  a handsome 
reception.  General  Jackson  is  here  and  in  good 
health;  we  all  have  die  utmost  confidence  in  him. 
lie  has  this  day  proclaimed' martial  law  in  the  city 
audits  vicinity.  The  Orleans  militia  are  fewinnura- 1 


should  the  general  be  disappointed  in  this  expecta- 
tion he  will  separate  our  enemies  from  our  friends. 
Those  who  are  not  for  us  are  against  us,  and  will 
be  dealt  with  accordingly. 

By  command, 

TUOS.  L.  BUTLER,  Aid-^-camr, 
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^ Adjutant- jciwral’s office, Vew-Orlean%  -■>■  . 

Ucad-.Oum-ters,  7 th  military  district. 
Extract  of  general  orders. 

Major-general  Andrew  Jackson,  commanding  Mie 
?tJi  United  SLitcs  military  district,  declares  the  city 
and  environs  of  New  Orleans  under  strict  martial 
V.i.v,  and  orders  that  in  future  the  following  rules  be  , 
rigidly  enforced,  viz.  Every  individual  entering  tne  j 
city  will  report  at  the  adjutant-general’s  office,  and  j 
on  failure  to  be  arrested  and  held  for  examination. 

No  persons  shall  be  permitted  to  leave  the  eit\  j 
Widiouta  permission  in  writing  signed  by  the  gene  j 
r.d  or  one  of  his  staff.  I 

No  vessels,  boats  or  other  crafts,  will  be  permit- j 
ted  to  leave  New  Orleans  or  Bayou  St  John,  without  J 
a passport  in  writing  from  the  general  or  one  <>f  his 
3t;uT,  or  the  commander  of  the  naval  forces  or  the 
United  States  on  this  station. 

The  street  lamps  .shall  be  extinguished  at  the  hour! 
oF  nine  at  night,  after  which  time  persons  of  even 
•description  found  in  the  streets,  or  not  at  their  re- 
spective homes,  without  permission  in  writing,  as 
aforesaid,  and  not  having  the  countersign  shall  be 
apprehended  as  spies  and  held  for  examination. 

By  command, 

ROBERT  BUTLER,  Adj.  Gen. 
Adjutant  and  inspector  general's  office,  6th  Jail.  1815. 

general  oui)KU. — All  surgeons  on  furlough,  as 
well  those  of  militia  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  ns  the  medical  staff  of  the  army,  will  forth- 
with repair  to  their  respective  hospitals,  regiments, 
corps  and  stations. 

The  troops  are  reported  sickly  at  many  posts,  and 
ho  neglect  will  be  suffered  in  the  medical  staff. 

Generals  commanding  districts,  and  officers  exer- 
cising separate  commands  will  be  particularly  atten- 
tive to  this  sacred  duty.  They  will  cause  all  com- 
plaints to  be  promptly  investigated. — Defaults  will 
be  punished  in  an  exemplary  manner. 

Good  and  convenient  Hospitals  must  be  provided, 
furnished  and  supplied.  To  ensure  this,  the  requi- 
sitions of  the  superintending  surgeons  will  be  re- 
spected and  enforced  on  the  quarter-masters,  com- 
missioners, apothecaries  and  contractors.  Neglect 
in  either  of  these  will  be  reported  to  the  war  de- 
partment. 

Whenever  volunteers  or  militia  are  discharged 
from  the  Service  of  the  United  States,  the  sick  will 
be  provided  for  in  the  army  hospitals,  and  a compe- 
tent number  of  their  own  surgeons  will  be  retained 
to  a i: tend  them. 

The  medical  staff  mast  be  constantly  at  their  posts. 

By  order  of  the  secretary  of  war, 

D.  BARKER,  Adj.  and  insp.  gen. 
n Foreign  News. — We  have  London  dates  to  the 
.>d  of  November.  Much  is  said  about  carrying  on 
the  war  against  America  “on  the  grandest  scale.” 
Who  is  to  be  commander  does  not  seem  fixed  upon, 
but  we  hear  nothing  more  of  the  greulv-talked-of 
lord  Hill.  The  Statira  frigate,  with  sir  E.  Pakenham 
and  several  officers  of  rank,  sailed  from  Portsmouth 
for  America,  Nov.  1.  About  3000  men  had  sailed  from 
Plymouth  with  the  same  destination — other  detach- 
ments are  spoken  of.  A London  paper  of  November  3, 
says,  “Great  exertions  are  making  to  send  out  to 
India , all  the  troops  that  cun  he  spared  from  the 
increased  exigencies  of  the  war  in  America;  and  not 
R single  disposable  corps  in  the  country  will  be  left 
unsent  to  one  ot  these  destinations  or  the  other.  A 
rumor  prevailed  that  sir  George  Prevost,  with  his 
principal  officer^,  were  to  return  home. 

f-ic  British  have  found  out  that  our  powder  is  a 
great  deal  better  than  theirs.  They  have  made  many 
discoveries  since  June,  1312,  and  may  ygfc  learn 
HK/re  curious  things: 


Jjtmdon , October  28. — It  is  reported,  in  some  welt 
informed  political  circles,  that  a select  committee 
wiil  be  leaved  during  the  ensuing  session  of  the 
parliament,  to  investigate  the  state  of  the  navy, 
both  in  its  civil  and  military  branches,  and  in  its 
entire  internal  economy,  also  with  a principal  view 
to  counteract  the  causes  of  American  seduction  of 
our  seamen;  let  us  hope  this  interesting  subject  will 
meet  all  that  close  attention  and  research  which  it» 
great  importance  demands,  and  particularly  in  the 
present  political  state  of  the  wor’d,  when  in  ad- 
dition to  the  rising  trans-atlcnitic  nary,  such  marked 
and  direct  jealousy  rf  our  maritime  ascendancy  is  evi- 
dently evincing  itself  in  every  cabinet  of  the  continent 
of  Europe,  and  when,  under  our  very  eyes,  the  va- 
rious maritime  powers  of  the  globe,  are  at  this  mo- 
ment ardently  straining  every  nerve  to  re-establish 
their  marine,  in  order  to  dispute  with  us  the  Undent 
of  the  oce*n,  and  to  force  on  us  their  own  construc- 
tion of  public  maritime  law. 

Trade  to  Amelia. — London,  Nov.  1. — The  letters 
from  Liverpool  yesterday,  announcing  the  seizure 
of  seven  ships  laden  with  cotton,  from  Amelia 
island  have  produced  a strong  sensation.  The  value 
of  these  cargoes  may  be  estimated  atabotit  14^,000i\ 
It  was  said  a few  days  since  that  an  order  in  coun- 
cil had  directed  one  ship,  before  seized,  to  be  given 
up;  this  statement  is  not  correct.  The  council  de- 
clined on  its  own  authority  following  up  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  court  of  excSiequer  ; but  the  officer  who 
seized  the  property  was  not  prevented  from  pursu- 
ing his  right  in  the  prize  court,  and  the  consignees 
of  the  goods  were  held  to  bail  to  answer  his  claim. 
The  seven  ships  in  question  are  precisely  in  the 
same  situation.  The  officer  is  to  proceed  in  his  otvix 
name,  and  is  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  prosecu- 
tion ; thus  the  government  will  be  exonerated  from 
such  charges,  and  the  trial  will  be  conducted  in  the 
admiralty  court  instead  of  the  exchequer.  We  are 
told  that  the  trade  with  the  United  States,  under 
the  like  circumstances,  has  been  progressively  in- 
creasing, in  defiance  of  the  blockade,  and  that  n« 
less  than  1,000, 00C£.  sterling  has  been  paid  to  the 
Americans  in  violation  or  evasion  of  such  blockade. 
In  addition,  it  is  said  that  sails  and  other  articles  ne- 
cessary for  the  equipment  of  shipping,  have  been 
sent  from  Russia,  through  the  channel  of  Amelia 
Island,  in  return  for  the  produce  obtained  from  it. 

Rumor  J.  The  Spencer  74,  is  said  to  have  enter- 
ed the  Delaware  some  days  ago,  displaying  a white 
11  sg  at  her  fore-top,  and  sent  a bout  a shore,  with  a 
similar  flag  flying,  and  that  the  officer  who  landed 
informed  that  they  had  received  informational  sea 
from  a brig  13  days  out  from  England  bound  to  Ha- 
lifax, that  the  preliminaries  of  peace  had  been  a- 
greed  upon  by  the  American  and  British  commission- 
j ers  at  Ghent. 

| The  boat  returned  to  the  Spencer,  (anchored  at  the 
j Brown,)  where  she  remained  at  the  date  of  the  let- 
j lew;,  with  the  white  ensign  at  her  foremost. 

We  have  heard  nothing  of  this  business  since, 
i It  may  be  so — but,  the  Spencer,  we  are  told,  wanted 
1 provisions. 

! Rumor  II.  Several  persons  who  have  been  on  board 
| the  squadron  off  New  London,  and  recently  return-' 
j ed,  report  a variety  of  observations  of  the  officers  as 
| to  information  received  by  a vessel,  which  had  just 
| joined  them,  stating  that  the  Constitution  had  fallen 
i in  with  and  sunk  the  Maidstone  frigate.  Others  say 
! that  the  Maidstone  was  understood  to  have  made  her 
J escape,  after  receiving  a broadside  or  two  and  to 
have  arrived  at  Halifax.  This  vessel  rates  35  guns. 
We  chiefly  fear  that  the  Constitution  has  not  lire;] 
“a  broadside  or  .two”  at  her;  convinced  of  that,  we 
should  put  her  down  as  gone  to  <(Davi/s  Locker.” 


018  NILES'  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SATURDAY,  JANUARY  14,  ISIS. 


Mr.  King — From  the  National  Intelligencer.-—  A de- 
bate of  some  interest  took  place  on  its  passage;  [of 
the  bill  to  lay  a direct  tax  of  six  millions]  in  the 
course  of  which,  we  were  much  gratified  at  the  ac- 
cidental opportunity  of  hearing  some  honorable  sen- 
timents uttered  on  the  occasion  by  Mr.  King  of  N. 
Y.  Much  as  he  deprecated  the  state  of  war  in  which 
the  nation  was  placed,  he  said  he  should  contribute 
his  vote,  by  all  constitutional  means,  to  make  it  ef- 
fective, by  affording  to  the  executive  men  and  mo- 
ney to  carry  it  on.  It  might  be  and  no  doubt  was  true, 
that  blame  was  in  a degree  imputable  to  the  execu- 
tive department,  as  well  for  the  fiscal  as  the  milita- 
ry conduct  of  the  war;  but  it  behoved  congress,  he 
justly  remarked,  to  examine  how  far  they  were  cul- 
pable of  omissions  to  furnish  the  means  to  enable 
the  executive  to  act.  It  was  their  duty  to  raise  ar- 
mies, to  provide  the  ways  and  means  to  support  them. 
It  was  well  worthy  of  consideration,  he  said,  how 
far  the  omission  or  delay  to  perform  these  duties  had 
disabled  the  executive  from  performing  his  duty  in 
the  most  efficient  manner. 

Col.  Mitchell  and  Lieut,  col.  Towson,  both  of 
the  U.  S.  artillery,  on  Saturday  last  partook  of  a 
splendid  entertainment  got  up  in  honor  of  them  by 
the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  at  Barney’s  Inn.  About 
160  gentlemen  attended,  and  among  the  invited 
guests,  were  major  gen.  Scott,  brig.  gen.  Strieker, 
lieut.  col.  Armistead,  and  all  the  principal  military 
and  naval  officers  in  the  city.  Edward  Johnson,  esq. 
mayor,  presided,  assisted  by  the  gentlemen  compo- 
sing the  committee  of  arrangement,  five  democrats 
and  five  federalists — all  republicans.  The  toasts,  af- 
ter dinner,  were  American ; and  our  gallant  heroes, 
on  land  or  at  sea,  were  gratefully  remembered. 

Com.  Perry — The  citizens  of  Newport  have  pre- 
sented to  com.  Perry,  an  elegant  silver  vase,  of  the 
largest  size,  surmounted  by  an  eagle,  and  embellish- 
ed with  appropriate  emblematical  figures,  and  ap- 
propriate inscriptions. 

Fort  Bowieb. — The  following  account  of  the 
British  disaster  at  Fort  Boivyer , is  copied  from  a 
Barbadoes  paper  of  Nov.  21 — “His  majesty’s  ship 
Hermes,  C.  W.  Percy,  with  a gun-brig  and  four 
smaller  vessels,  have  recently  made  an  unsuccessful 
attack  upon  fort  Bowyer,  at  Mobile,  on  the  gulf  of 
Mexico,  east  from  New  Orleans.  The  Hermes  an- 
chored opposite  the  fort  and  opened  ac-cannonade, 
which  was  returned  by  the  fort,  and  continued  with 
much  activity  for  several  hours,  until  at  length,  the 
cables  of  the  Hermes  were  shotaway,  and  she  drift- 
ed in  a disabled  state,  stern  on  shore,  about  700 
yards  below  the  fort,  and  a short  time  afterwards 
blew  up — and  out  of  170  on  board  at  the  .commence- 
ment of  the  contest,  captain  Percy,  with  20  of  his 
crew,  only,  escaped  the  explosion.  The  brig  and 
the  other  four  vessels  after  the  disaster,  of  their 
commodore,  made  sail  and  went  out  into  the  gulf 
with  a light  breeze.  Reinforcements  were  expected, 
and  the  attack  was  to  he  renewed. 

Capt.  Blakely. — The  legislature  of  N.  Carolina 
have  voted  that  a superb  SWORD,  appropriately 
adorned,  be  presented  to  capt.  JOHNSON  BLAKE- 
LY, of  the  Wasp  sloop  of  war,  for  the  destruction 
of  two  of  the  enemy’s  vessels  of  equal  force — which 
deeds,  says  the  resolution,  “reflected  honor  upon 
North  Carolina  in  being  performed  by  one  of  her 
sons.” 

Conscription. — British  plan. — For  the  navy — to 
seize  upon  any  suspected  of  having  ever  been  at  sea  ; 
if  he  resists  to  knock  him  down,  and  handcuff  him, 
tSi  row  him  into  a tender  ; carry  him  off  when  conve- 
nient, and  keep  him  as  long  as  they  can  prevent  him 
from  escaping  or  dying. 

For  the  militia.— I . “The  militia  is  composed  ©f  a 


regiment  from  each  county,  composed  of  a certain 
number  of  companies,  in  proportion  to  the  size  and 
population  of  the  counties  respectively.” 

II.  “As  a regiment  is  not  so  numerous  as  to  com- 
prise all  the  males,  from  21  to  50,  each  parish  bal- 
lots for  its  assigned  number ; and  those  who  are 
drawn,  must  either  find  a substitute  or  serve , when 
called  on,  for  five  years.” 

III.  “There  is  a lord  lieutenant  for  each  county, 
who  is  commanding  officer  of  the  militia,  and  ap- 
points the  officers.” 

Pennsylvania. — Message  to  the  legislature — 
“The  revolution  was  achieved  by  our  fathers  when  ‘ 
the  means  of  the  colonies  collectively  were  scarcely 
equal  to  the  present  resources  of  our  state,  then 
eminently  conspicuous  for  the  aid  she  afforded  in 
money,  donations  in  lands  and  otherwise,  to  those 
of  her  sons  who  served  in  the  Pennsylvania  line  dur- 
ing that  ever-glorious  conflict.  To  these  monu- 
ments of  patriotism  we  are  wont  to  appeal  with 
laudable  pride,  but  should  appeal  in  vain,  if  now, 
with  means  vastly  more  abundant,  and  those  means 
untouched,  we  should  hesitate  to  sustain  and  pre- 
serve the  invaluable  blessings  we  enjoy,  now  they 
are  threatened  to  be  wrested  from  us  by  that  ame  foe 
who  could  not  then  prevent  their  establishment. — > 
These  considerations,  and  justice  to  our  militia 
lately  in  service  of  the  United  States,  would  dictate 
to  a patriotic  legislature  the  authorizing  a loan,  from 
the  several  banks  that  have  been  incorporated  under 
the  act  of  the  21st  March,  1814,  of  a sum  equal  to 
a payment  of  the  balances  due  them  from  the  United 
States*  and  the  providing  for  similar  or  other  occur- 
rences that  may  possibly  arise  from  the  present  em- 
barrassed state  of  the  finances  of  that  government. 

I would  suggest  also  the  providing  by  la  w for  the 
punishment,  by  sentence  of  a court  martini,  if  the  ' 
offender  be  subject  to  militia  duty,  and  summarily 
before  a civil  tribunal,  if  not  so  '.abject*  of  any  per- 
son that  shall  in  future  encourage  disobedience  in 
the  militia  ordered  into  service  by  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  United  States  o of  this  state. 

SIMON  SNYDER, 

Harrisburgh,  January  3,  1815 
Copy  of  a letter  from  the  governor  of  the  slate  of 
South  Carolina  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  dated 
Executive  Department,  Columbia,  Dec. 

Sir — On  tlie  21st  inst.  I received  letter  from  ma- 
jor-general Pinckney,  covering  sever'd  others  the 
purport  of  which  was  to  inform  me  that  die  funds  of 
the  general  government  at  his  disposal  were  exhaust- 
ed, and  that  the  troops,  now  in  service  for  the  de- 
fence of  tli is  s'ate,  could  not  be  subsisted  without 
money,  and  suggesting  the  propriety  of  my  recom- 
mending to  the  legislature  the  expediency  of  an  ap- 
propriation in  relief  of  the  finances  of  ’he  United 
States  at  this  moment.  I have  the  pleasure  to  inform 
you  that  560,000  dollars  have  been  put  at  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  government  by  the  legislature  last  even- 
ing. This  disposition  of  the  state  manifests  the  con- 
tinued good  will  and  faithfulness  which  our  citizens 
feel  towards  the  administration — in  return  for  which 
I cannot  but  crave  their  special  care  of  its  def  uce. 

I hope,  it  is  unnecessary  to  add,  that  my  individual 
and  official  efforts  will  not  be  wanting  in  aiding  the 
government  whenever  in  my  power. 

Respectfully  yours,  &c. 

DAVID  R.  WILLIAMS. 

Cofyy  of  a letter  from  the  comptroller-genera  of  South 

Carolina,  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury , dated 

State  of  Sonth-Carolina,  Office  of  comptroller-general,  Dec.  21. 

Sin — Incompliance  with  an  act  of  the  legislature 
of  this  state,  just  passed,  I do  myself  the  honor  of 
informing  you,  that  they  have  direccted  me  to  cause 
tb  be  passed  to  [the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  lh  ' 
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United  States,  in  the  bank  of  South-Carolina,  sub-j 
ject  to  his  immediate  draf , the  sum  of  260,000  hol- 
lars; the  sum  at  which  they  estimate  tins  states  quo- 
ta of  tiie  direct  tax,  about  to  be  laid  by  congress. 

You  will  perceive  in  this  act  of  the  legislature  a 
sincere  wish  to  assist  the  United  States.  It  the  sums 
thus  appropriated  to  meet  the  direct  tax  should  ex- 
ceed this  state’s  contingent,  some  future  arrange- 
ment may  be  made  to  reimburse  the  state  the  excess. 

If  it  should  fall  short,  I am  authorised,  whenever  the 
same  shall  be  ascertained,  to  apply  a further  sum  to 
the  credit  of  the  United  Slates. 

I inve  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  LEE,  compt. 
gen.  See.  of  the  state  ot  S.  C. 

MILITARY. 

A fine  company  of  U.  S.  riflemen  left  their  en- 
campment near  Rogersville,  Ten.  on  the  29th  lilt,  for, 
Hagerstown,  Md.  we  presume  on  their  way  to  the 
northern  frontier. 

The  court  martial  met  at  Utica  the  3d  inst.  and 
adjourned  to  the  8‘h,  to  suit  gen.  Wilkinson’s  con- 
venience, who  was  not  prepared  for  the  trial. 

I.  i i stated  that  gen.  D.  Uoltcnburg  has  issti  d a 
proclamation  interdicting  all  communication  with 
the  states.  From  this  it  is  inferred,  that  an  expedi- 
tion was  on  foot. 

Seven  hundred  regulars,  five  hundred  riflemen  and 
two  hundred  infantry,  recruited  in  North  and  South 
Carolina,  hive  reached  Richmond  on  their  way  to  the 
northern  army  in  the  spring;  but  io  remain  for  the 
present  about  Fredericksburg,  subject  to  the  orders 
cf  major-general  Scott. 

P'laifsbmg  Dec.  24. — L is  reported  we  understand 
by  ' -.  -erter  who  came  in  night  before  last,  that  the 
British  are  two  or  three  thousand  strong  at  isle  Aux 
Noix,  and  have  a large  number  of  sleighs  and  about 
80  or  90  pieces  of  cannon. 

Also,  That  they  Inve  other  large  forces  near  that 
place,  and  confirms  the  report  that  they  are  about 
fitting  out  an  exp  Jition  of  some  kind. 

A gentleman  arrived  in  the  Albany  stage  last 
evening  says,  that  upwards  of  600  ship  carpenters 
and  artificers  had  passed  that  place  for  the  Lkcs. 

The  islands  of  Martinique  and  Guadaloupe  have 
at  length  been  given  up  to  ihe  French.  St.  Clyr,  for- 
merly one  of  Bonaparte’s  generals,  h s been  appoin  - 
ed  governor  of  Cayenne.  Packets  re  established  be 
tween  ihe  French  colonies  and  France. 

Rutland , ( "Vt.J  December  17. — A number  of  Bri- 
tish «li;Sei.ters  last  week  reported  themselves  to  ihe 
commanding  officer  of  the  rendezvous  in  this  town. 
They  came  from  Canada. 

Adjutant  and  inspector  general's  office, 
December  26  1814. 

General  orders.  M-,jor  Macphers  >n,  of  the  light 
artillery,  is  charged  with  the  superintendance  of 
the  recruiting  service — all  returns  and  communica- 
tions relative  thereto,  will  hereafter  be  addressed 
to  major  Marphevson , snperintendant  of  the  recruiting 
ssrvice,  city  of  IVushington. 

It  is  expected  that  every  recruiting  officer  will  be 
at  his  post. 

Circular  letters  of  instruction  will  be  addressed 
to  the  officers  superintending  the  recruiting  service, 
for  each  regiment  or.  corps,  detailing  their  various 
duties,  and  the  duties  of  their  subordinate  officers, 
the  arrangement  of  depots,  distribution  of  rendez- 
vous, and  every  tiling  appertaining  to  the  govern- 
ment of  their  conduct. 

These  instructions  will  be  communicated  as  soon 
as  tiie  laws  depending  before  congress  shall  have 
passed,  and,  in  the  interim;  all  existing  regulations, 


not  interfering  with  this  order,  will  be  strictly  ob* 
observed. 

The  department  of  war  calls  for  the  most  vigilant 
ttention  of  all  officers  engaged  in  the  recruiting 
service — while  meritorious  conduct  in  the  discharge 
of  these  highly  responsible  duties  will  receive  ho- 
norary testimony  from  the  department,  every  spe- 
cies of  neglect  will  meet  with  severe  reprehension. 
By  order  of  the  secretary  of  war, 

D.  PARKER,  adj.  and  insp.  gen. 

NAVAL. 

The  maihboat  from  II  impton  for  Norfolk,  was 
captured  on  the  1st  instant,  bv  several  of  the  enemy’s 
barges.  Two  or  three  persons  made  their  escape  in 
a canoe,  bringing  off  the  mail.  There  were  several 
passengers — the  women  and  children  were  imme- 
diately returned,  but  the  males  were  made  prisoners. 
In  the  boat  were  several  negroes,  which,  strange  as 
it  may  appear,  they  sent  up  a few  days  afterwards, 
saying  they  had  left  it  to  their  choice  to  stay  with 
them  or  return  to  their  masters — and  they  preferred 
the  latter.  Finally  all  the  persons  in  the  boat  were 
released  except  the  master  and  a soldier  who  hap- 
pened to  be  on  board.  We  rejoice  at  this  evidence  of 
returning  civilization. 

The  enemy’s  barges  were  pursued  by  those  of  the 
Constellation,  almost  under  the  guns  of  their  ships 
— and  there  might  have  been  a fair  fght,  if  the  Bri- 
tish had  thought  it  advisable  to  have  made  a party 
to  it. 

A Utile  while  ago. — “History  is  philosophy,  teach- 
ing by  example.”  It  is  pleasant  and  useful  frequently 
to  look  back,  s.nd  bring  to  fresh  recollection  things 
that  are  past — i*  enables  us  sometimes  the  better  to 
judge  of  passing  events,  and,  at  others,  may  give  us 
a glimpse  at  futurity. 

Who  has  not  heard  of  sir  John  Jei'vis's  Terri blu 
fight  off  Cape  St.  Vincent?  The  facts  are  briefly 
these — on  the  13th  of  February,  1797,  admiral 
Jervis,  withffteen  sail  of  the  line,  fell  in  with  and 
• hacked  and  defeated  a Spanish  fleet  of  twenty-seven 
sail  of  the  line,  viz.  one  of  130;  seven  of  112;  one 
of  80,  and  nineteen  of  74  guns.  The  manoeuvring 
and  fighting  lasted  nearly  the  whole  day,  and  ended 
in  the  capture  of  two  Spanish  ships  of  112  guns, 
though  one  of  them  was  called  Salvador  del  Aim,  do 
( he  saviour  of  the  world!);  one  of  80,  and  one  of 
74  In  this  hard  fight  sir  John  lost  only  73  men  killed 
and  22 7 wounded.  He  received  the  tlunks  of  pal- 
lium nt  for  the  glorious  victory,  was  created  earl  of 
St.  Vincent,  and  received  a pension,  Sec.  See. 

The  times  are  much  changed  on  the  ocean  since 
that  day.  An  American  privateer — (the  Armstrong) 
hemmed  tip  in  port,  it  seems,  can  kill  more  English- 
men in  two  or  three  hours  than  a Spanish  fleet 
2 7 * il  of  the  line  could  do  in  a whole  dav:  and  th**' 
if  one  of  our  frigates  (the  unhappy  Chesapeake  ex- 
cepted) had  the  good  luck  to  get  along  side  of  a 
vessel  of  the?  enemy,  they  might  lose  half  as  many 
men  in  seventeen  minutes , of  Decatur's  lime,  as  sir 
John  lost  in  this  terrible  fight  with  the  Spaniards. 
Tiie  Punce  of  Neufchaiel  privateer  also  killed  62  cf 
them,  11  less  than  this  great  victory  cost  them. 
Now,  suppose  an  American  fleet  of  27  sail  of  the 
line  were  to  meet  a British  fleet  of  15  sail,  who 
thinks  that  we  should  lose  four  ships  at  an  expcnce 
to  the  enemy  of  only  73  lives?!! — Indeed,  from  the 
instructions  given  to  the  commander  of  the  Pique 
frigate  to  run  away  from  the  Constitution,  we  ra- 
ther suspect  if  lord  St.  Vincent,  or  any  other  lord 
they  have  got,  were  to  attack  our  “sea*  dogs”  with 
such  an  inequality  of  force,  that  he  would  soon  be 
vn-lorded.  The  New  Castle  and  Acast.i  frigates, 
carrying  together  U‘8  guns,  have  gone  off  in  hopes 
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of  fighting,  in  company , the  Constitul  ion  of  48  gtihs' 
O!  “the  -wooden  -walla  of  old  England /” 

CHRONICLE 

“The  hack -woods.”  In  a Cincinnati  paper  of  Dee 
13,  we  observe  the  following  notic  s,  in  succession; 
a copy  of  an  oration  delivered  before  the  “school  of 
literature  and  the  arts”  to  be  published — a notice  to 
the  “United  brethren  of  the  German  church”  of  a 
meeting  for  worship — of  a ‘-concert  and  ball — relat- 
ing to  the  ■establishment  of  a theatre — nnd  terms  of 
advertising  in  the  three  Cincinnati  papers. 

It  is  understood  that  Richard  Bache  has  been  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  Philadelphia,  vice  Michael 
Leib,  removed.  This  change  is  noticed  in  the  lie- 
gister  because  the  appointment  of  Mr.  L.  had  excited 
much  conversation  in  Pennsylvania  and  some  other 
place Si 

It  is  said  that  Poland  is  to  be  added  to  the  domi- 
nions of  Russia — that  Bonaparte  is  to  be  transferred 
from  Elba  to  England — that  Castlereagh  is  about  to 
return  from  Vienna,  to  meet  parliament ; nothing 
said  of  what  is  doing  in  the  congress  at  that  place. 

The  king  of  France  has  appointed  twenty  censors 
of  the  press.  Many  difficulties  appear  to  occur  in 
settling  the  claims  of  the  emigrants,  original  pos- 
sessors of  a great  part  of  the  real  estate  of  France. 
The  state  of  Spain  remains  unsettled  'Hie  princes 
of  Italy  seem  dissatisfied  with  Murat's  possess  or!  of 
Maples.  The  French  military  establishment  appears 
very  large.  The  congress  at  Vienna  had  done  little, 
if  any,  business,  at  the  last  dates. 

JVest-India  markets. — The  brig  Speed,  that  ar- 
rived at  Boston  some  days  ago  from  the  Havana,  sold 
her  potatoes  at  ei£ht  dollars  a bushel,  and  her  fish  a' 
twenty  dollars  per  quintal. 

A respectable  female  of  the  island  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew, having  gone  from  thence  to  the  island  of  St. 
Martins,  for  the  benefit  of  her  health,  being  afflicted 
with  a complaint  which  soon  proved  fatal.  After  her 
death  much  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining 
plank  necessary  to  make  her  a coffin — one  person 
alone  was  found  possessed  of  some,  which  could  not 
be  bought  or  obtained;  until  the  friends  of  the  de 
ceased  agreed  to  furnish  (within  a limited  time 
from  St.  Barts)  as  much  plank  as  should  be  used  for 
that  purpose — after  which  stipulation,  the  boards 
were  furnished,  otherwise  this  unfortunate  female 
must  have  been  interred  without  a coffin. 

France  and  England.  Among  the  articles  worthy 
of  observation  in  Cobbett’s  paper,  of  the  17ib  of  Oc- 
tober, is  that  which  relates  to  the  vast  emigration 
from  England  to  France,  since  the  restoration  of  the 
Bourbons.  In  corroboration,  by  the  last  advices  we 
learn  that  it  was  calculated  not  less  than  50,000 
persons,  many  of  them  of  the  class  of  geiUrv  whose 
income  amounted  from  100  to  £ 1,000  per  annum  had 
left  the  country.  It  is  known  that  a man  with  .£200 
a year,  can  live  as  handsomely  and  luxuriously  in 
France,  as  in  England  for  .£600.  In  France,  a loaf 
can  be  got  for  4d.  which  will  cost  is.  in  England — 
beef  may  be  had  for  2d.  per  lb.  a fowl  for  4 d.  and  a 
turkey  for  2s.  In  France,  a bottle  of  the  best  wine 
may  be  got  for  Is.  which  costs  5s.  in  England  ; every- 
thing else  in  proportion.  The  climate  of  France 
also  is  infinitely  preferable  to  that  of  England,  ;.nd 
*he  habitual  cheerfulness  andsauvity  of  the  »Yench 
people  in  general,  is  another  inducement  to  men  who 
are  disgusted  and  exhausted  by  the  long  list  of  go- 
vernment taxes,  tythes,  and  poor  rates. 

In  short,  in  the  month  of  September  last,  it  was 
calculated  that  a drain  of  five  millions  of  ready 
money  liad  already  been  made  on  the  English  nation. 


to  supply  the  wants  and  expences  of  the  emigrant.'-; 
a sum  greater  titan  tlie  expence  of  lord  Wellington’* 
army  during  live  war ! 

To  this  vast  drain  is  to  be  added,  that  nearly  all 
the  foreigners  who  had  taken  refuge  in  England  du- 
ring the  continental  troubles,  have  left  that  country; 
and  drawn  all  their  monks  from  the  bmks  rnd 
fun  s — Arid  this  accounts  for  the  great  depression 
of  public  stocks  and  omnium. American. 

The  Jesuits — The  bull  issued  by  Paul  III,  in  1540, 
establishing  the  order  of  Jesuits,  limited  their  num- 
ber to  60.  This  limitation  was  soon  after  removed. 
In  1608,  the  numbers  had  increased  to  10,581.  In 
1679,  their  numbers  were  17,655,  including  7.877 
priests;  in  1710  they  amounted  to  19,928.  In  1717 
they  had  714  colleges  and  other  establishments, 
more  than  200  missions,  161  seminaries,  19,876 
members,  comprising  10,055  priests.  The  affairs  of 
the"  order  were  conducted  by  one  general,  87  provin- 
cials, 350  priors,  &c. 


Tnr,  enemy.—— In  our  late  Montreal  papers,  (says 
the  N.  Y.  Evening  Post)  from  which  we  have  made 
some  further  extracts  to-day,  we  perceive  an  adver- 
tisement of  the  deputy  commissary  of  the  British 
army  in  Canada,  offering  to  contract  for  eighteen 
thousand  cords  of  wood,  to  be  delivered  into  the 
barracks  t the  following  places;  It  serves  to  shew- 
the  different  encampments  of  the  British  soldiery 
in  Lower  Canada  during  the  cusuing  winter,  and 
will  enable  the  veadei*  to  form  some  idea  of  the  force 
at  each  of  these  military  posts.  JV*.  Y.E  Post. 

At  Coteau  du  Lac  1,500  cords 


Lnprsirie 

3,000 

S / Phillips 

750 

Blnirfindy 

750 

Chamhly 

6,000 

Yamaska 

1,500 

St.  John’s 

2,500 

Isle  Aux  Noix 

3 000 

Outrage. — From  the  Mew-  Hampshire  Pat  riot  .-—On 
the  night  of  the  25th  of  Nov-mber,  a bandit  of  Ca- 
nadians, aided  by  their  associates  on  this  side  of  the 
line,  went  to  the  hvelling-house  of  Mr.  Samuel  Hugh 
of  Canaan,  Vt.  and  after  a s:cene  of  unfeeling  cruel- 
ty which  exceeds  in  barbarity  the  outrages  of  their 
ferocious  savage  “allies” — rook  him  from  his  bed, 
tore  him  from  his  weeping  wife  and  scresching  chil- 
dren, tied  him  on  his  horse,  and  after  robbing  his 
desk  of  bis  money,  collected  his  whole  stock  of  cat- 
tle and  drove  him  and  them  off'  to  Canada.  On  the 
return  of  this  gang  of  ruffians,  robbers  and  smug- 
glers to  Canada,  they  robbed  the  farms  of  the  hon. 
Micajah  Ingham  and  Daniel  Goss,  esq.  of  all  their 
stock  of  cattle  and  drov-  th  m also  to  Canada.  The 
only  pretence  to  this  unparalleled  and  insufferable 
outrage  is  that  Mr.  Hugh  has  sinned  past  forgiveness 
against  Canadians  and  smugglers  by  a very  zealous 
and  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  an  inspector 
of  th"  custom*;  and  that  judge  Ingham  and  Mr.  Goss 
are  decided  nd  influential  supporters  of  their  go- 
vernment. Mr  Hugh  is  still  detained  a prisoner  in 
Canada. 

To  cover  the  disgrace  of  the  Reindeer,  Avon,  See. 
the  British  have  reduced  the  rates  of  their  sloops  of 
war  two  guns,  though  possibly  adding  two  more  to 
their  complement.  John  Bull  muni  be  cheated.  We 
repeat,  the  storv  because  it  is  a “good  one.”  When 
they  took  the  Guerriere  from  the  French  they  called 
h r by  the  guns  she  carried,  a “44  gun  frigate,”  and 
adde  : fve  guns  lo  her  «nct  called  her  a “ thirty  eight.** 

The  Democratic  Press  informs  us,  that  cap!.  Elli- 
ott  to  command  tlte  “'steam  frigate  building  at 
Baltimore.” 
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New-Enojand  Convention. 

O 

No.  IV. 

£Sinc<*  this  article  was  written,  the  Hartford  Convention  has  ad 
journed  sine  die.  Their  proceedings  are  before  our  readers;  and 
we  shall  say  nothing  of  them,  at  this  time,  except  that  they  are 
very  different  from  the  spirit  which  got  up  the  meeting;  as 
shall  he  elucidated  by  a variety  of  choice  extracts  front  the  jaco- 
bin papers,  speeches  and  proceedings,  having  laid  hy  a ehaniung 
collection  of  them/or  record. 

I hope  that  the  length  of  this  article  may  not  deter  any  from  an 
examination  of  its  contents;  for  it  brings  to  view  lain;,  important 
ftets,  which  some  have  found  it  convenient  to  forget.] 

“Out  of  thine  own  ntouth  will  I condemn  thee.” 

Propositi  ox  Tuf.  first.  The  “friends  of  commerce,” 
alias  the  “friends  of  peace”  (as  certain  men  exclu- 
sively call  themselves)  under  the  unwarrantable 
acts  of  Great  Britain , were  the  real  authors  of 
the  war. 

Proposttiox  the  secoxtl  The  “friends  of  com- 
merce” and  of  “peace,”  as  aforesaid,  under  the  ma- 
lignity of  Great  Britain,  are  the  cause  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war. 

These* are  broad  propositions  ; but,  I trust,  I shall 
be  able  to  demonstrate  them  to  the  satisfaction  of 
every  man  that  will  read  and  think  for  himself.  Un- 
fortunately, there  are  too  few  of  us  that  endeavor 
to  think  for  ourselves. 

rnoposrriox  tiie  ftrst. 

The  following  are  the  “generations”  of  the  war.— 
The  memorials  of  the  merchants  and  traders  of 
Boston,  Salem,  Newburyport,  New-Haven,  New- 
York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  &.c.  to  congress,  in 
the  winter  of -.he  year  1805-6,  begat  the  nen-impor- 
tation  law. — 

The  non-importation  law  begat  the  embargo.— 
The  embargo,  feloniously  violated  and  pusillani- 
mous! v abandoned,  begat  the  non-intercourse  law: — 
The  non-intercourse  law,  weakly  enforced,  begat 
war.  . 

Those  “generations”  were  partially  assisted  by  the 
attack  upon  the  Chesapeake,  the  murder  of  Pearce, 
the  blockade  of  JVew-York , and  other  like  things  of 
an  irritating  nature. 

But  to  a correct  understanding  of  the  consistency 
of  the  “friends  of  commerce  and  peace,”  it  is  neces- 
sary to  give  a brief  history  of  the  European  orders 
and  decrees  that  affected  our  trade  and  trampled 
upon  our  rights,  as  a neutral  and  independent  nation. 
We  shall  say  nothing  about  the  impressment  of  sea- 
men— at  present,  but  merely  speak  of  those  things 
that  touched  the  pockets  of  our  merchants.  I re- 
collect it  was  said  of  someone  famous  for  his  love 
of  the  good  things  of  this  life,  that  the  “way  to  his 
heart  was  down  his  throat” — and  many  people  have 
began  to  judge  the  patriotism  of  our  merchants  by 
the  effect  that  a measure  may  have  on  their  profits 
I do  not  exactly  say  that  this  is  the  scale  by  which 
J judge  them,  generally,  and  certainly  not  indivi- 
dually; but  I do  say,  that  such  a notion  is  becoming 
very  prevalent  among  the  people  at  large. 

The  orders  and.  decrees  that  have  immediate  re- 
lation to  the  matters  before  us,  are  these: 

A principle  was  established  by  Great  Britain  in 
the  summer  of  1S05,  (pray  mind  the  dates,  reader) 
“that  [to  use  the  language  of  the  Salem  memorial  to 
congress]  a neutral  wiis  not  coni[*ete>it  to  carry  on  m 
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war  any  trade  -which  he  was  not  accustomed  to  do  in 
time  of  peace” — a principle  “which  (to  continue  the 
l i go  e of  the  said  memorial)  if  admitted,  must 
eventually  prostrate  our  trade , and  leave  it  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  belligerents.”  The  cause  and  ejfefa  of 
this  regulation  were  simply  these— by  the  laws  of 
France,  before  the  revolution,  the  produce  of  the 
French  colonies  could  not  be  imported  into  French 
ports  except  in  French  vessels.  [1  believe  that 
such  laws  exist  in  all  countries  -that  hare  colonies, 
and  especially  in  G.  Britain.]  But  war  the  between 
England  and  France  deprived  the  latter  of  a direct 
intercourse  \vb h her  colonies,  and  cut  off*  a supply 
of  their  productions  in  French  vessels;  and  her 
ports,  at  home  and  abroad,  where  thrown  open  to 
neutrals.  ■ It  was  not  contended  that  a neutral  ves- 
sel might  receive  her  cargo  at  a French  colony  and 
proceed  direct  from  thence  lo  a port  in  France,  or 
vice  versa;  but  our  merchants  interpreted  the  law 
of  nations  f*o  be — that  an  American  vessel  might  pro- 
ceed from  a port  of  the  United  States  to  a French 
colony — there  obtain  a cargo  and  return  home  with 
die  same;  and  that  after  the  said  cargo  was  landed 
and  the  duties  thereon  paid  or  secured,  it  [the  cargo] 
might  be  legally  carried  to  France , if  France  would 
receive  it,  or  any  where  else  there  might  be  a market 
for  it,  in  American  ships,  the  whole  being  neutral 
or  friendly  property.  In  this  manner  a great  busi- 
ness had  been  done — our  exports  of  foreign  pro- 
duce rose  from  nothing,  in  a very  few  vt-ars,  to  6') 
millions  per  annum-,  our  tonnage,  and  the.  whole  busi- 
siness  of  our  merchants,  had  received  a proportion- 
ate increase,  and  every  sea  was  whi toned  by  om* 
canvas,  employed  in  the  CauuyinO  tiiAdk — mark,  by 
“carrying  trade”  I mean,  not  the  carrying  of  out: 
own  productions  to  market,  but  the  carrying  of  thes 
productions  of  other  countries,  from  place  to  place. 
Well — tills  state  of  things  greatly  interfered  with  the 
business  of  the  British  merchants,  especially  in  West 
India  goods,  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  for  which 
we  were  the  chief  carriers;  and  their  jealousies  were 
excited  as  their  interest  was  touched.  To  relieve 
them,  the  government  took  the  stand  complained  o'; 
and,  to  quote  the  Salem  memorial  again,  “she 
licensed  her  own  subjects  in  a trade  which  she  declar- 
ed fraudulent  in  others.”  These  worJs  are  true,  rea- 
der; I pray  you  to  remember  them,  that  you  may 
duly  esteem  the  justice  of  the  British  government* 
and  the  maguanimiy  of  our  traders.  The  whole  af- 
fair “in  a nut  shell”  was  this — our  merchant*  said 
that  they  had  a right  to  carry  a bag  of  French  coffee? 
to  a Frenchpovl,  from  a place  in  the  United  Slates, 
in  an  American  vessel,  provided  the  said  French 
coffee  belonged  to  an  American  citizen — mark  me! 
— its  all  about  a b..g  of  Fhkxch  coffee.  But  the 
British  said  ibis  was  a violation  of  the  law  if  nations, 
anrl  therefore,  licensed  their  own  vessels  to  pursue  the 
very  same  trade! 

Very  well — because  Great  Britain  would  not  per- 
mit them  to  carry  said  bag  of  French  coff-e  to  a port 
in  FranCe,  they  memorialized  congress  in  very  strong 
•erms:  the  following  quotations  for  some  of  these 
memorials,  will  amuse  and  instruct  our  readers — ^ 

The  Boston  memorial  says — 

“There  Is  great  cause  to  apprehend,  that  the  British  govern, 
ment  mean  to  set  up  as  a principle,  that  she  lias  a tight  t*>  inter- 
dict all  commerce  hy  neutrals,  to  the  ports  of  her  enemies,  which 
ports  had  not  been  oponed  previously  to  the  commencement  of 
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futilities;— that  if  she  penults  a trade  with  them  in  any  degree, 
she  has  aright  to  prescribe  the  limits  of  it.” 

“A  tacit  submission  to  pretensions  thus  lofty  and  comprehensive, 
hut  which  your  memorialists  trust  are  most  of  them  untenable, 
would,  they  conceive,  be  an  abandonment  of  lights  openly  recog- 
nized, and  a dereliction  of  the  must  important  commercial  interests 
of  our  country •” 

“Reason,  and  the  most  powerful  considerations  of  equity,  en- 
join it  as a duty  on  the  United  Stales  to  oppose  these  pretendons-' 
“For  if  tlie  right  [of  commerce  “in  innocent  articles”]  be  not 
both  claimed  and  admitted,  scarcely  any  of  the  European  powers 
can  in  future  he  engaged  in  warfare,  without  making  the  United 
States/  in  opposition  both  lo  her  efforts  and  wishes,  either  a vic- 
tim or  aparty  in  the  contest .” 

“The  most  tenacious  advocates  for  the  rights  of  belligerents  ad- 
mit, that  during  war,  neutrals  have  a right  to  enjoy  in  the  utmost 
latitude,  the  trade  to  which  they  have  been  accustomed  in  time  of 
peace.  Now  if  a belligerent  has  the  right  to  blockade  an  extended 
sea  coast,  aud  to  exclude  neutrals  from,  perhaps,  fifty  different 
ports}  (as  was  the  case  with  the  French  ports  in  the  channel  during 
the  last  war.)  how  can  the  neutral  enjoy  his  usual  peace  trade  in 
its  greatest  latitude,  unless  this  deprivation  is  balanced  by  another 
trade,  which  is  open  to  him  during  the  war?  Your  memorialists 
believe  these  principles  to  be  unsound  in  point  of  principle , offen- 
sive in  practice,  and  i ivguonj  in  effect." 

“In  all  events,  fully  relying  that  the  subject  of  our  difference 
with  Great  Britain  will  receive  the  due  consideration  of  government; 
and  that  such  measures  will  in  consequence  b«:  promptly  adopted 
as  will  tend  to  DISEMBARRASS  OUR  COMMERCE— AS- 
SERT OUR  RIGHTS— AND  SUPPORT  THE  DIGNITY  OF 

the  united  states. 

“Your  memorialists  have  tire  honor  to  remain,  in  behalf  of  their 
constituents  and  themselves,  most  respectfully, 

James  Lloyd, junr.  Joint  Jones, 

David  Green,  George  Cabot, 

Arnold  Welles,  Thomas  Perkins# 

D.  Scars. 

Boston , January  20,  1806. 

(This  memorial,  ht  full  length,  may  be  found  in 
the  Weekly  Register,  vol.  Y.  page  164,  and  several 
of  the  extracts  that  follow,  have  been  also  inserted 
in  the  Register.] 

The  merchants  of  New-York,  on  the  same  occasion 
said — 

“We  are  compelled  to  consider  the  late  decisions  of  the  British 
tribunals  as  preliminary  steps  towards  a system  for  controling  the 
importations  and  exportations  of  colonial  productions,  and  there- 
by annihilating  the  most  lucrative  branches  of  our  foreign  com- 
merce." 

“If  Giv-at  Britain  permits  commerce  between  her  subjects  and 
the  colonies  of  her  enemies,  may  w«  not,  with  the  consent  of 
those  colonies,  participate  in  the  same  commerce?  If  our  coin* 
mercewiih  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  may  now  be  confined  to 
the  system  established  in  time  of  peace,  may  we  not  apprehend 
that  the  principle  will  bo  retaliated  in  respect  to  our  commerce 
with  the  colonies  of  Great  Britain?  In  that  case,  what  can  ensue 
hat  war,  pillage  and  devastation? 

“ These  are  not  imaginary  suppositions;  they  illustrate  the  most 
important  principles  of  our  commerce;  they  evince  the  necessity 
of  a circuitous  trade,  to  enable  us  to  realize  the  great  value  of  ex- 
ports of  our  own  native  productions,  by  which,  alone,  we  acquire 
the  (>o\ver  to  liquidate  the  balance  against  us,  in  our  commerce 
with  Great  Britain;  they  demonstrate,  that  the  position  against 
winch  we  contend,  is  not  a rule  of  the  law  of  nations:  the  law  of 
nations  ordains  no  rule,  ivhich  is  unequal  ana  unjust. 

“It  is,  however,  with  much  surprise,  that  we  have  recently  dis- 
covered that  the  very  circumstances  upon  which  our  hopes  of  se- 
curity were  reposed,  have  been  urged  as  arguments  to  justify  an 
invasion  of  our  rights;  and  that  having  totally  suppressed  the  ex- 
ternal commerce  of  her  enemies,  Great  Britain  is  now  counselled  to 
appropriate  to  herself  that  of  her  friends." 

“In  the  list  of  our  complaints  we  cannot  forbear  to  enumerate 
the  humiliating  aud  oppressive  conduct  of  ships  of  war  in  tlievici- 
nity  of  our  coasts  and  harbours.  We  respect  the  principle  and 
emulate  the, conduct  of  Great  Britain,  in  regard  to  her  own  ju- 
risdiction: and  we  wish  merely  to  claim  for  ourselves  the  same 
measure  of  justice,  which  she  exacts  from  others" 

“This  view  of  the  subject,  while  it  excites  our  anxiety,  furnishes, 
also,  ap-esource  for  our  hopes;  we  wish  only  for  justice,  and  believ- 
ing that  a commercial  nation  winch  disregards  justice,  thereby  un- 
dermines the  citadel  of  her  power;  we  rely  on  the  effect  of  mutual 
interests  and  wishes  in  promoting  a. cordial  explanation  and  faiyj 
adjustment  of  every  cause  of  misunderstanding;  in  particular.  we 
rely  on  the  government  of  our  country,  that  OUR  RIGHTS  WILL 
NOT  RE  ABANDONED,  and  that  no  argument  in  favor  of  an 
usurpation  will  ever  be  derived  from  our  acquiescence. 

“Your  memorialists  conclude  with  remarking,  that  they  deem  the 
present  situation  of  public  affairs  to  be  peculiarly  critical  and 
perilous;  and  such  as  requires  all  the  prudence,  the  wisdom  and 
the  energy  of  the  government,  SUPPORTED  BY  THE  CO-OP 
E RATION  OF  ALL  GttOD  CITIZENS.  By  mutual  exerti- 
ons, under  the  benign  influence  of  Providence  upon  this  hitherto 
favored  nation,  we  hope  the  clouds  which  threaten  to  obscure  its 
prosperity  maybe  dispelled,  And  WE  PLEDGE  OUR  UNITED 
SUPPORT  in  favor  of  all  measures  adopted  to  vindicate  and  sc- 
our the  just  rights  of  our  country." 

New-Tork,  Dec.  23th.  1805. 

Tins  'memorial,  signed  on  behalf  of  the  mer- 
chants, by  forty  nine  of  the  wealthiest  and  most, 


respectable  traders  of  the  city,  of  all  parties — many 
of  them  were,  and  yet  are,  the  leading  “federalists” 
of  the  place. 

The  Philadelphia  merchants  said — 

“A  jealousy  of  our  enterprize  and  prosperity  has  excited  a de- 
sign of  checking  tin*  commercial  growth  of  our  country,  the  fruit 
of  which  has  been  an  attempt  to  innovate  upon  ancient  and  ap- 
proves! principles,  ansi  introduce  unheard  of  articles  and  provisions 
into  the  code  of  public  law. 

‘We  moreover  foresee  in  the  prevalence  of  the  principles,  and 
in  the  continuance  of  the  practices  alluded  to,  nothing  but  the 
ruin  oJ‘  individuals  the  destruction  of  their  commerce,  and  the  de- 
gradation of  their  country . Could  the  judgment  or  even  th”  cha- 
rity of  your  memorialists  see,  in  the  new  doctrines  of  the  British 
court,  nothing  but  the  revival  and  enforcement  of  an  ancient  and 
established  principle  which  friendship  had  relaxed,  or  favor  per- 
mitted to  slumber,  they  might  regret  the  departed  good,  but  could 
impute  no  injustice  to  the  bans!  that  withdrew  it.  They  aiv  struck 
however,  with  the  novelty  of  these  doctrines;  their  unequivocal 
hostility  to  neutral  interests  and  rights;  their  inconsistency  with 
former  declarations  of  their  ministry,  and  decisions  of  their  courts; 
and  with  the  extraordinary  time  and  manner  of  their  annuncia- 
tion.” 

“The  effect  of  this  novel  principle  upon  neutral  interests  is  of 
the  most  serious  and  alarming  character.  It  goes  to  nothing  short, 
of  the  destruction  of  neutral  commerce;  and  from  the  well  known 
neutral  situation  and  character  of  the  United  States,  to  nothing, 
short  of  inflicting  a most  deep  and  deadly  wound  upon  tlicir  trade." 

“The  time  and  manner  of  announcing  it  accords  with  the  prin- 
ciple itself.  Ala  moment  when  mercantile  enterprize,  confiding 
in  the  explanations  on  this  point  given  by  the  British  ministry  to 
our  ambassador,  was  strained  to  the  utmost,  a new  decision  of  the 
court  of  appals  is  announced,  and  every  sail  is  stretched  to  col- 
lect. the  unwary  Americans,  who  me  unsuspectingly  confiding  ii* 
what  was  the  law  of  nations." 

“In  the  principles  they  have  here  submitted  to  your  considera- 
tion, theyr  feel  all  the  confidence  of  justice,  and  all  the  tenacity  of 
truth.  To  surrender  them,  they  conceive , would  derogate  from  the 
national  character  and  independence  of  the  United  States.  From 
the  justice  of  the  government  they  hope  for  tln-ir  av  owal;  from 
the  spirit  of  government  they  hope  for  their  defence;  and  from  the 
blessing  of  heaven  they  hope  for  their  establishment.” 

“To  preserve  peace  with  all  nations,  is  admitted  without  reserve , 
to  be  both  tine  interest  and  the  policy  ofthe  United  States.  They 
therefore  presume  to  suggest,  that  every  measure  not  inconsist- 
ent with  the  honor  of  the  nation,  by  which  the  great  objects  of 
redressand  security  may  be  attained,  should  first  he  used,  lfsuch 
measures  prove  ineffectual,  WHATEVER  MAY  BE  THE  SA- 
CRIFICE ON  THEIR  P \ ItT,  IT  WILL  BE  MET  WITH 
SUBMISSION.  But  whatever  measures  may  be  pursued  by  their 
government,  your  memorialists  express  the  firmest  faith,  that  every 
caution  will  be  used  to  preserve  private  property  and  mercantile 
credit  from  violation.” 

This  memorial  is  signed  by  twenty  merchants  of 
different  politics,  among  whom  are  Thomas  Fitzsi- 
mojis  and  Robert  Wain , at  different  times  “federal” 
members  of  congress  from  that  city. 

The  Baltimore  traders  said — 

“It  would  not  be  desired  that  the  state  of  things,  which  Great 
Britain  lias  herself  prescribed,  and  which  use  and  habit  had  ren- 
dered familiar  and  intelligible  to  all,  should  be  disturbed  by  op- 
pressive innovations;  far  less  that,  these  innovations  should  by  a 
tyrannical  retrospection  be  made  to  justify  the  seizure  and  con- 
fiscation of  their  property,  committed  to  the  high  seas,  under  the 
protection  ofthe  existing  rule,  arid  without  warning  ofthe  intended 
change  In  this  tfieir  just  hope,  your  memorialists  have  been  fa- 
tally disappointed.  Their  vessels  and  effects,  to  a large  amount, 
have  lately  been  captured  by  the  commissioned  cruizers  of  Great 
Britain,  upon  the  foundation  of  new  principles,  suddenly  invented 
and  applied  to  this  habitual  traffic, and  suggested  and  promulgated  , 
for  the  first  time,- by  sentences  of  condemnation;  by  which,  una- 
v oidable  ignorance  lias  been  considered  as  criminal,  and  an  hono- 
rable confidence  in  the  justice  of  a friendly,  nation  pursued  with 
penalty  and  forfeiture. 

‘Your  memorialists  will  not  here  stop  to  enquire  npon  vvliat 
ground  of  law  or  reason  the  same  act  is  held  to  be  legal,  when 
commenced  with  one  intention,  and  illegal  when  undertaken  with 
another.  But  tiny  object,  in  the  strongest  terms,  against  this  uew 
eriljrion  of  legality,  because  of  its  inevitable  tendency  to  injustice; 
be'luS  of  its  peculiar  capacity  to  embarrass  with  seizure,  and  ruin 
with  confiscation,  the  whole  of  our  trade  with  Europe  in  the  surplus 
of  our  colonial  importations." 

“ The  reasons  upon  which  Great  Britain  assumes  to  herself  a 
right  to  ipt'  rdict  to  the  independent  n „■  <s  of  the  earth,  a com- 
mercial intercourse  with  the  colonies  of  her  enemies  (out  of  the 
relaxation  of  which  pretended  right  has  arisen  the  distinction  in 
her  courts,  between  an  Amerieau  tract  from  the  colonies  to  the 
United  States,  and  from  the  same  colonies  to  Europe)  will,  we 
are  confidently  persuaded,  be  repelled  with  firmness  and  effect,  by 
our  government." 

“She  forbids  us  from  transporting  in  our  vessels,  as  in  peace  we 
could,  the  property  of  her  enemies;  enforces  against  us  a rigorous 
list  of  contraband ; dams  up  the  great  channels  of  our  ordinary 
trade ; abridges,  trammels  and  obstructs  what  she  permits  us  to 
prosecute;  and  then  refers  us  to  our  accustomed  traffic  in  time  of 
peace  for  the  criterlorvvf  our  commercial  rights,  in  order  to  justi- 
fy the  consummation  of  that  ruin,  with  which  our  lawful  commerce 
is  menaced  by  her  maxims  and  her  conduct." 

“ This  principle,  therefore,  cannot  beasoiMfl  one.  It  vvantsnuL- 
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fortuity  and  consistency;  is  partial,  unequal,  and  delusive.  It  tive.  They  explain  the  principle  at  length;  and 
make*  every  thing  bend  to  Me  rights  of  war;  while  it  affects  to  j t renrehend  it  as  » “ne  v ’l't^nn' at  inti  of  ail 
look  I lack  to,  and  to  recognize,  the  state  of  tilings  ill  peaci,  a*  , , -v  „ * \f,,enn  1 aS  * nC  V H’.Xwrpomion  Of  ait 
the  foundation  and  the  measure  of  the  rights  of  neutrals.”  j Old  rule  they  s ’.y — 

‘•The  pernicious  qualities  of  this  doctrine  are  enhanced  and  ag-  , “On  all  occasions  the  United  States  have  exhibited  tmvafdx  bet 
gravnted.  as  from  its  nature  might  he  expected,  by  the  fact  that  | an  amicable  interest,  and  a just,  it  may  be  added,  a gawroLs  policy. 
Great  Britain  gives  no  notice  of  the  time  rtf  hen,  or  the  circumstances  Ii;  therefore,  we  bad  favours  to  a,k  or  receive,  our  chums  have 
til  which,  she  means  to  a}, ply,  and  enforce  it.  Her  orders  of  the  • been  peculiarly  strong  upon  In  r,  because  we  have  been  implur 
15th  November,  1791,  bv  w hich  the  seas  were  swept  of  our  vessels  ticallv  the  sinews  of  licr  opulence.  Hat  it  is  believed  that  i lie 
and  effects,  were,  lor  tlie  first  time,  announced  by  the  ships  of  warj  United  States  never  asked  of  any  nation  more  than  justice.  n:ul 
and  privateers,  by  which  they  were  carried  into  execution.  are  willing  to  be  bound  by  the  established  ndu  of  l uiii.imW 

“The  late  decisions  of  her  courts,  which  are  in  the  true  spirit  oi  l “It  it  somewhat  singular,  that  a belligerent  should irnsilc  a Unde. 
this  doctrine,  and  are  calculat'd  to  restore  it  in  practice,  to  that  j with  itself  which  it  declares  fraudulent  with  its  enema;  ami  should 
high  tone  of  severity,  which  milder  decisions  had  almost  concealed  \ Iff  the  arm  of  power  io  crush  the  neutral,  whose  conduct  is  criminal 
from  the  world,  came  upon  us  by  surprize ; and  the  captures,  ol'!  only  when  it  ceases  to  be  partial .” 

which  the  Dutch  complained,  in  the  seven  years  war,  were  pr<  - ••  I hey  deny  that  the  rule  is,  or  ever  has  made,  n part  of  public 

ceded  hv  no  warning.  Thus  is  this  principle  most  rapacious  and:  ’.aw,  or  acquired  by  usage  or  prescri/xloit,  any  authority  a moo.' 
oppressive  in  all  its  bearings.  H irsli  and  mysterious  in  itself  it  j nations 

has  always  been,  and  ever  must  lie  used  to  betray  nennv.I  mrr-  { “They  conceive  that  it  is  not  within  the  authority  of  any  nation 
chants  into  a trade,  supposed  to  be  lawful,  and  then  to  give  them  | to  legislate  for  the  rest;  and  that  the  law  of  nations  being  founded 
up  to  pillage,  and  to  ruin .”  . oil  the  taeii  convention  of  the  nation*  that  observe  ii,  chu  £,  binding 

“Your  memorialists  f*-el  themselves  hound  to  state  tliat,  accord-  j only  on  those  nations  who  have  adopted  it.” 
ing  to  authentic  information  lately  received,  the  government  of[  “it  is  not  tlw  left.t  singularity,  attending  the  conduct  of  the 
Great  Britain  tloes,  at  this  moment,  grant  licenses  to  neutral  ves.  j present  war,  that  Great  Britain  has  licensed  her  subjects  in  c trade 
sels  taking  in  a proportion  of  their  cargoes  there,  to  proceed  on  ■ whirh  she  declares  fraudulent  in  others ; that  she  admits  them  w* 
trading  voyages  to  the  colonies  of  Spain,  from  which  she  would  molested  to  supply  her  enemy  with  means  of  resistance,  wheit  she 
exclude  us;  upon  the  condition,  that  the  return  cargoes  shall  be  declares  confiscation  is  (he  penalty  of  neutral  succour.  \V<  re  the 

carried  to  Great  Britain,  to  swell  the  gains  of  her  merchants,  and  j rule  ever  so  just  ia  its:  If,  it  certainly  demands  relaxation.  when 

to  give  her  a monopoly  of  the  commerce  of  the  World.  This  great ! the  h lligerent  partake*  tin*  profit  and  connives  at  ihe  breach.  If 


Its  foundation  be  the  unlawfulness*  of  aSordmr  assistance  to 
distressed  enemy,  sorely  it  ought  not  to  b-  enforced  wh-  n tin' 
assistance  is  an  aulliorised  object  of  speculation  witli  the  divr  ri- 
sing Vllignvnt.” 

“Your  memorialists  are  sorry  that  other  instances  of  hostile  con- 
duct have  been  manifested  by  Greflt  Britain.  Uss  dir.  ft  in  •')  d 
nature,  but  not  less  derogatory  from  our  sovereignty  tbit:;  ih.  e 
above  enumerated.  The  IMPRESSMENT  OF  OUR  3F, 
notwithstanding  clear  proofs  of  citizenship,  the  violation  of  m r 
jurisdiction  by  captures  at  the ’mouths  of  our  harbor;.  n:;-i  insult- 
ing treatment  of  our  ships  on  the  ocean,  are  subjects  worths  ..f 
the  serious  consideration  of  our  nationfcl  councils;  a-,d  wiil.'v.  e 

and  decisive  nit  ntio  is 
now  cmivtilsc  the 


lieliigerent  right,  then,  upon  w hich  so  much  has  been  supposed  to 
depend,  sinks  into  an  article  of  barter.” 

“They  shew  that,  in  the  hands  cf  a great  maritime  state,  it  is 
hot,  in  its  ostensible  character  of  a weapon  of  hostility,  that  it  is 
prized';  hut  rather  as  one  of  the  means  of  establishing  an  unbounded 
monopoly,  by  which  every  enterprise  calculated  to  promote  na- 
tional wealth  and  power, "shall  be  made  to  begin  and  end  in  Great 
Britain  alone.” 

“The  solemn  renunciation  of  the  principle  ih  question,  in  the 
face  of  the  whole  world,  by  her  highest  tribunal  in  matters  of 
prize,  reiterated  in  a succession  of  decrees,  down  to  the  year  178d, 
and  afterwards,  is  powerfully  confirmed  by  the  acquiescence  of 

Great  Britain,  during  the  first,  most  important,  and  active  period  j have  no  doubt,  receive  an  early,  prompt,  ; 
of  the  late  war,  in  the  free  and  unlimited  prosecution,  by  nen-i  They  wish  to  take  no  part  in  the  contests  u 

trals.  of  the  whole  colony  trade  of  France*  She  did  indeed,  at  last,  j world,  hut  acting  with  impartiality  towards  •*!!  ■ atre.  ’,  to  ?v  p 
prohibit  tlie  trade,  by  an  instruction,  unprecedented  in  the  annals  oh  tb^  fruits  of  a just  neutrality.  Ih  how.-ver.  coi.eii»Mi.Mi  cn.iiuvt 
maritime  depredations;  hut  the  revival  of  her  discarded  rule,  was  effect  the  purpose  of  justifcx,  and  an  APPEAL  TO  Alt  \1S  he  the 
characterised  with  such  circumstances  of  iniquity  and  violence,  as  \lnst  and  necessary  protection  of  honor,  they  feci  no  disposition  to 
rather  to  heighten,  by  the  effect  of  contrast,  tlie  veneration  of \dctlinc  the  common  danger,  or  shrink  from  the  common  contribution* 
mankind  for  tlie  past  justice  of  her  tribunals.  The  world  Ins  not  j “Relying  on  the  wisdosu  and  firmiieSs  of  th- e<i  < ml  rut  - , , . t 

forgotten  the  instruction  to  which  we  allude,  or  the  enormities  by  I in  this  behalf,  they  fVei  no  hesitation  to  PLEDGE  THEIR  LIVES 
whkii  its  true  character  was  developed.  Produced  in  mystery  at  a [ and  PROPERTIES  in  support  of  the  measures  which  may  >.p 
moment  when  universal  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  her  govern-  j adopted  to  vindicate  the  public  rights,  and  redress  the  pub  lid 
merit  had  brought  »q>on  tin*  ocean,  a prey  of  vast  value  and  im-  wrongs.” 
porfancc;  sent  abroad  to  the  different  naval  stations,  with  such  Salem,  Jan.  29,  18  ;6.” 

studied  secrecy  tliat  it  would  almost  seem  to  have  been  intended  to  D ..  , , , ,,  , . „ . 

make  an  experiment,  how  far  law  and  honor  oould  be  outraged  by  ! KeCOlleCt,  reader,  that  all  tlliS  iJ.lfiesS  of fight— *cd  j. 

a nation  proverbial  for  respecting  both;  the  heralds  by  whom  it  Was  j er,iorriri  r,Tar)^o  i ^ 4, „ 

first  announced,  were  the  commanders  of  her  commissioned  crui-  it-  P '-Ciges  0 Support  the  gO\cniTOentj  ex-1 

tecs,  who  at  the  same  instant  carried  it  into  effort,  with  every  cept  jrt  the  case  of  the  Salem  memorial,  where  tilt* 
circumstance  of  aggravation,  if,  of  such  an  act  there  can  he  an  ' * 1 ' ,L 

aggravation.  Upon  such  conduct  there  was  but  one  sentiment.  It  impressment  of  seamen  is  mentioned,  was  about  \!)C5 
was  condemned  bv  reason  and  justice.  It  was  condemned  by  that  ^ 

law  which  flows  from,  and  is  founded  upon  them.  It  was  con- ! right  of  carrying1  a bag1  of  Fkench  coffee,  From  the 
drmned  and  will  forever  continue  to  be  condemned,  by  the  universal 
voice  of  the  civilized  world,” 

Signed  by  twenty-six  merchants  on  behalf  of  the 
rest,  thirteen  ot  whom  were  “federalists  ” 

The  chamber  of  commerce  of  Raven,  (Con  ) 
sari — 

“Your  memorialists  cannot  behold,  without  surprize  and  regret, 
a powttrful  and  respectable  nation,  bending  tlie  principles  of  tlie 
common  law  of  nations,  to  answer  pqliticafpurposes.  and  intro- 
ducing a versatile  policy  into  the  solemn  adjudications  of  her 
courts.  IVe  hold  it  to  be  extremely  important  that  all  nations  should 


United  Slates,  to  a French  port — ASTI)  KOTEII&t? 
ELSE. 

But  these  regulations  falling  short  of  the  views  at 
the  cabinet,  or  not  answering  the  hopes  of  the  me;-* 
chants  ; or,  perhaps,  a little  staggered  by  the  it  in  mi’ 
mans  voice  of  America — another  scheme  was  resort- 
ed to.  On  the  16(h  of  JSIay,  1806,  they  declared 
the  whole  const  from  the  Elbe  to  Brest  in  a “slate  <f/ 


combine  against  such  innovations  of  their  rights;  and  in  particular  blockade .**  This  Was  a bold  stroke  that  had 


that  the  United  States,  whose  geographical  position  gives  them  the  • , • , • . . c . T ’ ‘ , l,"‘„ 

best  chance  of  maintaining  neutrality,  during  wars  in  Europe,  11  , e history  Ot  nation?,  that  I ever  hM«r<!  *’t  * 
should  FIRM LT  RESIST  every  encroachment  upon  the  rights  of  and  I do  not  believe  the  like  Iiiul  happened  lit  niv« 

commerce.”  . I simplv  because  no  precedent  was  tinned  in  belief ' cJ' 

AV  tth  tnese  impressions  of  the  necessity  of  measures  for  defend-  . J • . f • • •'  w 

ing  our  commercial- rights,  which  shall  be  firm,  but  temperate—  M congress—  1 1 my  recollPCt  ion  serves  J7 
find  bold,  yet  marked  with  a spirit  of  conciliation,  your  memorial-  }y.  Eorts  and  places  ha 
ists  cordially  anite  with  their  fi How  citizens  of  ntbev  commercial  lTi  ,.i.,  ,i„,i  t,,, 

towns,  in  expressing  their  sentiments  frerlv  to  the  legislative  and  I ( ’ , - siauo.iinj 


ie  corrf'^t- 
id  theretofore  bteb  Jegnily 
ng  near  them  a ecmpeicnT. 


expressing  tnmr  sentiments  freely  to  the  legislntivi  . 

executive  authorities  of  their  country;  with  assurances  of  their  1 force — but  here  Was  a Wlio'e  ronsi  several  !n;i  thT-J 
disposition  to  give  aid  and  support 'to  EVERT  MEASURE  «/jm}Jes  in  eX«ent  affet  fed  id  be  under  a b.’Lcktla'e  \w 
government  calculated  to  accomplish  this  important  ohicct.”  r r r ■ , . , , , , . , , 

signed  by  order.  jfour  or  five  trigalen  ; which,  J lllirk,  W;.,s  the  Uhow 

HENRY  dagget,  president  of  the  chamber  of  eommei'cc.  i force  employed  on  tlie  occasion.  J'bis  order  s'.orJv' 
Few- Haven,  Feb.  7th,  imo.”  ed  our  merchants  rot  n little,  and  the  ctUery  v 4 

■ 1 lie  merchants  of  Jcewbvrvport  declared  thm*-}  T i...,i  f,  ’ x , . .•’  ,'. 

“Having  sustained  these  losses  ardinjuries  in  the  prose  cut  ion  of ! ® 1 . . ‘ . k "'‘‘■'‘V  b‘ >■’ ' 

our  lawful  corrimerce,  p.rcl  in  tfie  « rcise  of  our  inst  rights,  we  • With  SOITlC  jiVfCtOHH  f'Xtl^CtS  iirnt  ihc  (out* 

rely  with  confidence  on  the  wisdom,  firmness,  and  justice  of  our  < sparer  neW^panep*!  of  ’lie  (Imv  as  y I<»i< -n l n'^c-  H 

government,  to  obtain  fur  us  t/tctionifi  nscticn,ar.d  tv  grant  to  im  iln.t  j ,,  ' „c  ['  t,  ,,  ..  . ‘ ’j- 

protection,  which  A REGARD  TOTHE  HONOR  OF  OUR  COUF-  fsl  cut  itam  . IS  tji.bg  tliat  I).  S I'lltiy  apj'-VM - 

TUT,  no  less  than  the  rights  of  our  citizens  must  dictate  And  require?  j »t  JJcston  in  her  favor.  This  procedure  not  mb  -If- 
Signed  by  seven  met  chants.  ; privet!  us  cf  the  profit;.- ble  part  of  the  cai  n ing  n ..dr, 


^The  Salem  traders  went  into  the  matter  very  zea- ! but  shut  tip  the  great  markets  f«M 
loasly — t*feir  mrmoi’la]  is  Tong  and  argUme’nta-  * In  Germany;  Hoflmrd  :avd 
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blockade  was  so  “rigidly  enforced”  that  the  mere 
fact  of  clearing  out  for  a port  on  the  coast  so  pro- 
hibited, was  sufficient  to  condemn  the  property.  Ves- 
sels, just  off  the  stocks,  were  made  good  prizes  of 
within  sight  of  our  shores,  for  violating  the  block- 
ade off  Amsterdam,  though  they  had  never  been  near- 
er it  than  300U  miles  ! 

This  order  in  council  of  May  16,  1806,  was  fol- 
lowed by  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  strange  decree  issued, 
at  Berlin,  Nov.  21,  of  the  same  year.  After  re-i 
counting  the  violations  of  neutral  rights  by  Great 
Britain,  saying  “that  she  does  not  admit  live  rights 
of  nations  as  universally  admitted  by  all  civilized 
people,”  and  mentioning  the  cases,  lie  retaliates  by 
tlecLring  "the  British  islands  in  a slate  of  blockade /* 
though  l.e  ii«d  hardly  a ship  on  the  ocean  ! — and  for- 
b<ds  all  communication,  direct  or  indirect,  by  neu- 
tral vessels  or  otherwise,  between  those  islands  and 
France.  This,  as  a municipal  regulation,  he  had 
certainly  a right  to  do.  But  to  the  United  States 
the.  decree  was  as  a dead  letter,  for  a long  time.  The 
explanation  given  by  the  minister  Deeres  \vj. s satis- 
factory, and  nothing  more  was  made  of  it  than  the 
mere  prohibition  of  the  entry  of  a vessel  into  a 
French  port  that  had  recently  visited  a British  port. 
'Ten  vessels  in  the  whole,  perhaps,  were  not  condemn- 
ed under  it,  and  several  of  these  were  smugglers. — 
It  w - innocent  1 6 us,  and  had  no  effect,  worth  men- 
tioning, on  the  honest  trade  of  our  country. 

Fort.y-si.v  days  after  live  date  of  this  decree  at  Ber- 
lin (observe,  at  Berlin J and  a very  little  time  after  a 
copy  of  it  was  received  in  England , there  issued  the 
“ retaliatory ” British  order  of  January  7,  L807 — 
[nme  the  date]  prohibiting  all  trade  between  the  port 
of  one  belligerent  and  like  port  of  another.  Of  this,  as 
of  the  other  orders  in  council,  we  were  not  warned; 
and  our  property  was  plundered  on  voyages  which, 
at  their  commencement,  were  legal  and  j ust,  even 
according  to  tiie  doctrine  of  the  British  prize  courts! 
Immense  sacrifices  were  suffered — all  was  alarm  and 
confusion;  our  business  with  Europe,  lately  so  ex- 
tensive, had  dwindled  so  much  in  importance,  that 
hundreds  of  our  vessels  were  laid  up  to  wait  for  bet- 
ter times.  To  this  was  superadded,  sometime  after, 
a proclamation  by  the  British  king  making  it  the 
duty  of  his  officers  to  impress  all  they  chose  to  sus- 
pect of  being  suspicions  British  subjects.  The  Bri- 
tish, to  their  credit  b«  it  said,  had  modesty  enough 
to  allow  that  their  orders  could  be  jus.ified  only  on 
the  principle  of  retaliating  on  the  Berlin  decree — 
much  more  ‘than  was  exhibited  in  congress  in  this 
very  respect.  But  the  injustice  of  making  our  pro- 
perty a prey  because  Bonaparte  had  done  wrong, 
sit  least  three  months"  before  it  could  have  been 
known  whether  we  would  resist  his  pretensions  or 
no*,  was  purely  piratical  and  faithfully  English  ! 

The  irritation  of  the  public  mind  in  America  had 
also  been  excited  by  various  murders  and  out?  age  son 
our  coast— such  us,  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake  fri- 
gate, the  slaughter  of  Pierce  in  the  harbor  or'  New- 
Yoik,  with  the  blockade  of  that  port,  and  many 
other  like  things,  too  “tedious  to  mention.”  A war l 
was  looked  for — the  old  soldier  grasped  his  revolu- 
tionary sword,  and  prepared  to  defend  those  rights 
that  its  prowess  had  purchased. 

This  decree  of  Janvary7,  1807,  was  justified  only 
as  being  retaliatory  Lei  this  be  marked.  Now,  the 
Berlin  tlecree,  watch  the  British  pretended  gave 
rise  to  it,  had  done  them  no  harm.  At  war  with 
France,  they  could  not  affect  aright  to  trade  with 
that  country — neutrals,  only,  were  to  suffer,  if  suf- 
fering should  flow  from  it.  But  so  much  was  Bri- 
tain concerned  in  the  business  of  neutrals  that,  be- 
fore* they  had  even  heard  of  the  decree  much  less 
hud  had  opportunity  to  demand,  an  explanation  of’ 


its  principle  or  repel  its  practice,  she  issued  an  active 
order  that  plundered  us,  unconscious  oi  offence,  of 
millions  on  millions  of  property!  “ Magnanimous 
Great  Britain  /” — Now  the  fact  is,  that  the  American 
ship  Horizon , of  which  so  much  was  said  at  the 
time — (a  solitary  case) — if  condemned  under  the 
Berlin  decree,  was  not  condemned  until  four  months 
after  the  date  of  these  orders  in  council,  said  to  be 
retaliatory  on  that  decree;  and  this  decree  never  af- 
fected the  British  in  any  manner  whatever  for  a 
great  length  of  time.  In  March,  1808,  many  distin- 
guished British  merchants  were  examined  before  the 
house  of  commons  touching  the.  orders  in  council; 
who  deposed  it  as  a “ notorious  fact  that  no  condem- 
nation of  an  American  vessel  had  taken  place  under 
that  decree  /”  that  insurance  on  American  vessels 
was  then  the  same  as  it  had  been  before  the  said  decree 
was  issued  ; and , in  general . that  trade  wets  not  affect- 
ed by  its  operations.  These  things  are  noticed  to  -how 
the  hollowness  of  the  pretence  that  the  Berlin  de- 
cree authorized  or  justified  the  order  of  J-n.  7-  It 
done  England  no  more  injury  than  the  foolish  title 
that  George  Guelph  had  of  "king  of  France,"  d<  to 
France — both  were  empty  things,  like  the  king’s 
own  head. 

[We  might  here  mention  the  mission  of  Mr.  oset 
and  a great  variety  of  things  that  belong  to  rhe  his- 
tory of  these  times,  with  the  letter  of  Champany , 
the  reception  of  the  intelligence  that  Great.  Bn'  .in 
would  certainly  issue  orders  in  council  of  the  na'  ure 
of  those  that  appeared  in  November  following,  &c. 
which  resulted  in  the  embargo , oic  bui  the  detail  is 
ioo  long,  and,  though  it  may  be  interesting,  does  not 
immediately  apply  lothe  matters  before  us.] 

We  now  come  to  a consideration  of  the  famous 
orders  in  council  of  November  1 1, 1807,  the  sub  st  nee 
of  which  was  understood  by  our  government  before 
the  embargo  was  laid. 

These  orders,  nine  in  number,  several  of  which 
are  explanatory,  are  too  long  for  insertion,  bu  their 
substance  may  be  given  in  a few  words  : in  the  lan- 
guage of  a distingu  had  foreign;  ,*  b them — 

“ All  trade  directly  from  America  to  every  port  and  country  in 
t;  Europe  at  war  with  Great  Britain,  or  from  which  the  British  flag 
I “ is  excluded,  is  prohibited.  In  this  general  prohibition  every  part 
“ of  Europe,  with  the  exception  of  Sweden,  is  included,  aud  no 
“ distinction  whatever  is  mad"  between  the  domestic  produce  of 
“ America,  and  that  of  tin-  colonies  re-exported  from  thence. 

With  the  above  exception,  all  articles , whether  of  domestic  or 
“colonial  produce  exported  by  America  to  Europe,  must  be  landed 
“in  this  country  from  whence  it  is  intended  to  permit  their  r -ex- 
“ portation  under  such  regulations  as  may  hereafter  be  deti  rmined. 

“ By  these  rcgulutisnsf  it  is  understood,  that  duties  are  to  be  ira- 
“ posed  on  all  articles,  so  re-exported.”  &c.  &c. 

These  orders  were  -g  -i1  Justified  .as  a further  re- 
taliation on  the  Berlin  decree,  though  under  that  de- 
cree no  condemnation  had  taken  place,  no  rise  of  in- 
surance been  effected.  It  is  true,  we  had  “submit- 
ted” to  the  decree,  as  the  British  ministry  said,  so 
far  as  to  disregard  a thing  which,  on  onr  demand, 
had  been  explained  to  be  harmless , as  it  was.  But 
the  real  design  was,  that  Great  Britain  might  herself 
supply  the  “monster  Bonaparte”  -with  the  articles  he 
wanted  It  was  a “burning  shame”  that  any  body 
else  than  an  Englishman,  the  enemy  of  Napoleon , 
should  trade  with  him  f and  they  licensed  their  own 
ships,  with  known  forged  papers,  as  American  ves- 
sels, to  carry  on  the  very  trade  they  prohibited  to  us. 
Here  is  British  “jiohality”  and  “ulligiox  ” It  is  a 
Let,  and  the  most  impudent  of  the  “ British  party  in 
America ” will  not  deny  it,  though  they  go  much  fur- 
ther titan  even  the  parasites  who  lick  up  the  crumbs 
that  fall  from  lord  Castlereagh’s  table  would  do, 
that  real  American  vessels  were  refused  an  entry  in- 
to ports  of  the  continent,  which  British  vessels, 

* A.  Bat  ing,  Esq.  member  of  parliament. 

t It  will  b*-  seen  hereafter  that  these  “regulations”  wFre  Carrie 4 
into  effect,  anti  heavy  “duties”  imposed. 
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with  forged  American  papers , and  similar  cargoes, 
were  permitted  to  enter  ! Tnere  is  no  other  than  t. 
fool  or  a madman  will  say  this  was  not  so — how  grea1 
then  was  the  lie,  that  these  orders  in  council  were ! Ramlla 
retaliatory  on  the  decree  of  JSapoleon  ? It  was  a 

MAMMOTH  LIE — A LIE  WORTHY  OP  TIIE  BRITISH  CABI- 
NET. I speak  plainly,  and  know  what  I say.  Tin 
object  of  these  orders  was  to  mono  olizc  the  trade  ! Gig>r 
of  the  world  to  Great  Britain,  and  make  it  pass  Guru  Arab  ami  Senegal 
through  her  ports,  as  we  shall  shew  below — a mere  \ Huief  (raw) 
money-making  business,  bottomed  on  the  idea,  that  j Jalap 
the  supremacy  of  Britain  at  sea  gave  her  a right  to  re-  , , 

gwate  alt  /lungs  that  passed  upon  it,  as  was  openly  Pi.nemo 
avowed  oy  her  writers.  I i r merchants  had  immense  ; Pitch 
quantities  of  East  and  West  India  goods — they  could  ! Riuomrh** 
not  dispose  of  tliem  on  t!ie  continent  while  its  | rice 
ports  were  open  to  our  trade,  for  we  could  undersell  ant1  Spirits,  single, 

them — and,  to  distress  ^ v ••...««#»  ” ovel  *no° 

they  annihilated  our  traci 


either  he  destroyed  or  re-exported  to  the  ummtry  they  wer  * im- 
ported from  ; provided  such  country  is  then  in  amity  with  his  nia- 

iJesty. 

Goods  allnocd  to  !>c  bonded. 


Bark  (Peruvian) 
; Cochineal 
I Cocoa  nuts 
Coffb 


•the  tyrant  of  Europe 
wit",  him,  and  supplied 


him,  themselves,  with  tlie  articles  we  would  have  ™rW 
sent,  him  ! Let  the  fact  be  remembered — that  while 
American  vessels  were  prohibited,  by  the  British  or- 
ders in  council,  from  proceeding  to  a port  of  Europe, 


Sugar , brown  or  Muscovado 
Do.  (white  or  clayed) 


forged  American  papers  were  publicly  advertised  cotton 

r.nndnn  upw«nanpr5 . whf>rphv  n Hritish.]  1’IMBER 


TOBACCO 

TURPENTINE,  (common) 
Wine 

Wood  (mahogany) 


for  sale  in  the  Zondonaewspapers,  whereby  a British , r , , , f 

vessel  might  proc-cd  to  the  vt-ry  ports  from  which  “ ’ 

we  were  excluded  ! I wanl  these  things  impressed 
cn  1 lie  mind,  and  have,  therefore,  urged  them  over 
and  over 

But  to  carry  on  the  great  trade  they  hoped  for, 
they  wanted  (lo  use  the  words  of  Mr.  Baring ) “the 
concurrence  of  one  man,”  and  that  man  w.  s Bona 
parte  ; who,  by  the  Bayonne  decree,  defeated  their 
expectations. 

It  would  lake  up  more  room  than  I can  afford  for 
the  purpose  to  go  into  a detail  of  all  the  dungs  tha; 
belong  to  these  orders  in  council,  of  November  11. 

3 807.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  on  the  28th  of  March, 

1808.  the  British  parliament  passed  an  act,  which, 
lio  , w , is  so  important,  and  belongs  so  much  to 
the  history  of  our  differences  with  Great  Britain, 
that  1 feel  comp  died  to  publish  the  following  ab- 
stract of  it ; with  a few  remarks  / made  upon  it 
near1,  s ? ears  ago 

“ Extract  of  the  act  of  parliament  passed  28th  March,  1808,  giving 
effect  to  the  orders  in  council  of  the  1 lth  November,  18  ;7. 

“ The  duties  specified  in  the  annexed  tabb-s  ere  to  i>e  paid  on  all 


1.  s.  d. 
0 10  0 

per  cwt.  or 

Dolls. 

2.22 

0 6 0 



1.35 

0 7 0 

— 

1.57 

1 0 . 0 

— 

4.14 

18  0 



6.14 

0 7 0 



1.57 

0 10  1 



2.22 

0 15  0 



3.33 

0 3 0 

p**r  hide 

67 

0 0 6 

per  lb. 

11 

0 2 0 

— 

45 

3 00  0 

per  cwt. 

13.32 

0 00  2 

per  lb. 

3 

0 4 4 

per  31  1-2  gals. 

95 

0 1 0 

per  lb. 

22 

0 2 0 

— 

4T 

0 2 0 

per  ewt. 

41 

0 0 8 

per  gallon 

15 

0 1 4 

- .. 

to 

0 10  0 

per  cwt. 

2.22 

0 14  0 

— - 

3.15 

0 7 0 



1.57 

0 4 4 

per  31  1-2  gal. 

95 

0 0 1 

1-2  per  ib. 

2 

0 3 6 

per  cwt., 

75 

6 0 0 

per  25  gals. 

26.64 

10  0 

per  ton 

4.4  1 

0 0 9 

per  lb. 

16 

1 7 0 

per  50  c.  fvet 

3.98 

,050 

per  piece 

1.11 

0 10  0 

— 

2.22 

1 7 0 

— 

00 

12  and  upwards 

Goods  not  alhnsed  to  be  bonded , and  upon  •which  the  home  consump- 
tion duties  must  be  paid  on  importation  : 

Anchors,  40  per  cent,  on  the  value. 


Annntts 

Argol 

ASHES 

OAK  BARK 

BREAD 

BUTTER 

Cables  and  cordage 

WHEA  T 


l. 

s.  d. 

Dolls. 

2 

8 4 

per  cwt. 

10.65 

0 

5 0 

— 

1.11 

0 

10  0 

— — 

2.2  J 

0 

2 6 

— 

57 

0 

4 0 

— — 

90 

1 

0 0 

— 

4.11 

0 

18  0 

— — 

4.C8 

0 

10  0 

per  tji*. 

2.22 

FLOUR  0 

5 0 

per  cwt. 

1-1  L 

0 

2 6 

pm-  120 

56 

0 

4 0 

per  ewt. 

90 

10 

10  0 

per  252  gals. 

45.51 

0 

17  6 

per  cwt. 

3.92 

0 

I 6 

Ji'T  56 !h. 

33 

numerated,  but  which  may 


goods  at  the  exportation,  with  the  following  exceptions 

*'  1.  11  goods  the  produce,  growth  or  manufacture  of  British 

colom-.  s,  or  imported  by  the  East  India  company,  or  under  a li- 
cense of  this  company 


STOCK-FISH 
OTHER  FISH 
SEED  OIL 
PORK 

FLAX-SEED 

Priz  -goods  probibi ted—  goods,  not 
be  used  in  this  country— on  the  present  duties  40  per  cent. 

A Utter  from  Itathbone,  Hughes  & Duncan,  of Liverpool,  says— 
These  duties  to  attach  to  the  cargoes  of  all  vessels  bo-.uvl  from 
thi-  United  States  to  those  ports  on  the  continent  which  are  under 
til-  influence  of  France,  and  arrive  in  this  country,  in  eo  r-’iance 
with  the  orders  in  council  of  the  11th  November,  nrovi.hu  such 
cargoes  be  re-exported  in  the  same  or  other  vessels.” 

According  to  th  preceding  duties  it  has  been  caiculatifl  that  the 
port  of  Baltimore  would  nay  an  annual  TRIBUTE  to  the  British 
government  of  nearly  one  million  Jive  hundred  Thousand  dollars  ! ! ! 

Du:  this  is  not  all."  It  seems  the  articles  wv  are  to  recti v.  from 


•xnortHtfoii  hei'j"  i a ,Juty  0,1  h ' >'  tonnage,  &c.  &c.  which  with  uth.  r charges.  f..r  a miu- 
P "*J  |dl<-  siz*-d  ship,  will  amount  to  • ot  l-ss  than  fifteen  hundred , and 

. . _ j perhaps  sometime  seven  exceed  two  thousand  dollars. 

' n*  ocf  If.  “ Bv  calculation  we  shall  find  the  truth”— let  us  now  see  what  a 

ii  ipoit  at  uoi  cargo' o’  cotton,  of  tobacco,  oi' Jlour  ami  oCJish  would  have  lo  pay 
f ir  "In-  majesty  license 


notic.- 
Anaerica : 

to  a port  in  amity  with  bis  majesty.  N.  B.  cotton 
viau  bark  must, in  all  cases,  be  lauded  here,  the 
entirely  prohibited. 

tl  Goods  imported  under  licens1  dated  prior 

▼ember,  or  is  vessels  cleared  at  th.  ports  they  are  i 

nl  l^le  Pcr*°ds  fixed, and  wlticli  are  war>  -housod  for  exportation 

“5-  Goods  imported  from  any  fe  e port  in  British  W.  I.  colo-  , A ,)f  1000  ^lcs  of  8 'lbs.  each  which  is  about 

Hies,  before  the  IstJune,  1808.  or  from  any  other  port  under  license-  * 1 ’ 00  im,,n weight,  paying  9d  sf’rlrig  p.rlb.  in  laug.aue,  wmiM 
of  his  naiestv's  «-ov  rmr  <>»,.  ,i  ...  , , , ' 11  . , i amount  so  th?.  | recis  • sum  <u  5->.o  0 dollars,  i he  same  cargo  of 

ware-housed  oulyTor  xportatio  ’ 1st  January,  and  , eom.n  at  ;!  1-2  centsperib.  the  rv.  rag  prie.  for  fine  Louisiana  cot - 

Prize  goods  bought  in  before  the  28th  March  1808  1 t0"'  wiJl,  "ut  cost  at  New-Orleans  43,  0 dollars.  Thus  the  -xport- 

“ 7.  Goods  imported  from  Sr.  Dc..ingo,(in  return  for  vooda shin- 1 e‘  " uU1  ,!*ve  fl!  ',a>'  6'.‘  <3o,I'',ls  111 « a duty  for  nher.  v 

ped)  under  license,  before  the  5th  Fevruary- those  subs -Cent  are  proceed  to  the  continent,  more  than  wy»  original  cost-to  tms 
only  liable  to  half  the  duties.  J S qUelU  a i may  b.  added  the  various  other  charges  ot  tonnage,  & c.  amoum- 

Ail  East  India  goods  must  he  ware-housed  in  London  onlv  hut  ,oa’)<)"t  f (\  ,lol’ors  mnr;‘*  . . 

if  t s proved  that  a v-ssel  arriclncr  ....  ,,on  ,1’’  nu]t  A cargo  ot  f banco  may  he  said  to  consist  oi  400  hogsheads— for 

P a V SSel  a,-1,vm5  at  t ,,asoil|V  •ud' | the  sake  6f  round  numbers,  w-  will  suppose  each  hogshead  only  to 

500 

pounds  sterling,  or  Dolls . 11,100  00 

Tontiag \at  12s.  per  ton,  on  410  tons  is  240  pounds  ster- 
ling, or  _ 1,065  60 

Light  money  and  about  fifty  other  charges  and  attendant 
expences,  will  amount  to  800  00 


quantity  of  East  India  goods  on  board  as  must  , „t  exewd  one-  the.sake  ol  ffu?!<1  ;»'i'ntv  rs,  w-  win  suppose  each  hogs 

fourth  of  the  vain-  of  her  cargo,  sh-  may  land  there  the  Joos  and  ' IbV  lhl'  st:!.",ls  tlius , . 

either  carry  the  East  India  gooils  to  Loi,don,or  trans-ship  them  "y  10  >°r°  ^ xf: ,cc®'  at  1 wA  sttrI,,,S  '"‘r  Poum1’  linZ 
•^nieoth^r  vessel.  ’ *r  "J  riAiintlc  or.?vlit!(r  r»»*  /l/ii 

Goods  rated  according  to  the  value,  must  pay  the  duty  upon  the 
al  valuo  at  the  time  of  shipping;  1 

Goods  ware  housed  under  bond'must  he  exported  within  fifteen 
onths.or  th-ho.iie consumption duik*  must  he  paid  thereon  : ( f 
it  f.tv.  !ioit‘  .‘.)  in  default  thereof  they  may  be  sold  to  defray  the 

Itics  Hill  chaco-MC  ....I  ..I*/... J 


months, 

not  ^ ^ lu„r„a  uie 

duties  and  cliarges,  and  the  proceeds  to  he  paid  to 'the  owners,  "if 
iwt  so  valuable  as  to  produce  the  duties  and  charges,  they  may 


A lount  of  tribute 


12,965  60 


Some  gin  that  had  paid  this  tribute,  was  burnt  at  Baltimore, 
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A shin  Mill  carry  about  from  3: 00  to  3500  barrels  ol  four  } say 
fi'c  t!.  *sakeof  calculation,  6 0 cwt. 

6)0  o 4 • sv t . at  5s,  sterling  per  cwt.  comes  to  1,500  pounffs, 

<);.  Dolls . 6,666  00 

Toi'.nage  and  charges,  as  above  1,365  60 

Amount  of  tribute  8,525  60 

A ship  load  ol  fish  would  cost  about  3,500  or  4000  dollars,  includ- 
ing the  duties  and  charges. 

Or  tl|c  8 ,000  hogsheads  we  generally  exported,  about  12,000  were 
consumed  in  the  British  islands— the  rest  went  M th v continent— 
put  them,  as  before,  at  lOGOlbs.  each,  and  what  is  the  amount  of 
tribute  on  this  single  article  ? 

(S3, ooo  hhds.  tobacco,  weighing  each  I/O  lbs.  is 
68,0" 0,00'  , at  l l-2d  sterling  per  pound,  is  425,000 
pounds,  or  Dolls.  1, 90S, 000  00 

IVP  ships,  tonnage,  &c.  2000  dollars  each  340,000  00 

Amount  of  tribute  qu  tobacco  2,333,000  00 

The  above  maybe  sufficient  to  shew  the  nature  of  the  orders  in 
council.  Can  they  be  submitted  to?  Can  Americans  bear  these 
grievous  impositions  ? Can  the  sous  of  the  men,  who,  in  1775  re- 
sisted a pitiful  duty  of  three  pence  per  pound  on  tea,  because  they 
would  nut  consent  to  pay  taxes  or  tribute  without  the  approbation 
of  their  own  legislature.  NOW  agree  to  pay  to  Great  Britain  twice 
«s  much,  annually,  as  the  whole  amount  of  the  United  States’ reve- 
nue, supposing  trade  might  be  able  to  bear  it,  and  there  were  no  in- 
t rnintions  from  France?  Forbid  it  Heaven  ! Spirit  of  indepen- 
dence ! shield  thy  country  from  such  baseness  and  degradation}!” 

Then  followed  the  outrageous  Milan  Decree  of 
Bonaparte,  dated  Dec.  17,  1807,  in  retaliation  of  the 
orders  in  council  of  Nov.  11,  of  the  same  year,  by 
which  all  vessels,  ^submitting  to  the  orders  in  council, 
'there  to  be  made  good  prizes  of.”  Denationalizing  all 
fhat  snlnmttfd  thereto — as  fit  grant  and  unlawful  a pro- 
ce  lure  as  any  that,  preceded  it  on  the  part  of  the 
British ; and  it  was  extensively  hurtful. 

This  narration  is  not  given  with  a view  to  the  me- 
rits or  demerits  of  the  rulers  of  Britain  or  France ; 
but  to  shew  the  cot/science  and  consistency  of  our 
own  people,  W * have  seen  that  the  right  of  carry- 
ing a bag  of  French  coffee  to  a French  port  was 
thought  worthy  of  being  defended  by  war,  in  1806 — 
and  know  that  the  same  men  abandoned  the  right  of 
outvying  their  own  productions  to  market,  a little 
while  afterwards.  Instead  of  a manly  assertion  of 
their  indubitable  rights  in  1810,  11  and  12  as  in 
28.03,  they  calmly  sat  down  to  calculate,  with  pen 
and  ink,  the  value  of  the  trade  that  Great  Britain 
had  pleased  to  allow  them  the  “ gracious ” liberty 
to  have,  and  were  willing  to  pay  the  tribute  ! They 
had  provoked  the  government  into  a system  of  mea' 
Stires,  and  compelled  it  to  tak:--  a stand  from  which 
it  would  not  recede,  and  then  abandoned  it ! A man 
of  spirit  may  long  wink  at  or  look  over  imposition  ; 
but  die  instant  he  attempts  to  resist  it,  he  is  solemn- 
ly bound  to  remove  the  injury,  and  will  do  it  at  the 
risk  of  his  life.  Hut  in  private  life,  what  should  we 
say  of  those  of  his  neighbors  who  urged  him  on  to 
the  stand  that  he  took— and,  when  he  had  taken  it, 
if  the 'did  not  directly  “aid  and  comfort”  his  oppo- 
nent, done  every  thing  in  their  power  to  render  his 
efforts  for  redress  unavailing? 

The  corresponding  outrages  of  France  with  those 
of  Great  Britain  are  of  no  importance  in  considering 
the  merits  of  this  matter — and  if  they  were,  the  fol- 
lowing fact  might  shew  us  of  what  sort  of  stuff’ the 
“friends  of  commerce”  is  made  : when  the  declara- 
tion of  war  was  before  congress,  col.  Johnson  of 
Kentucky  (I  believe)  moved  that  it  should  be  declar- 
ed against  botii  France  and  England , as  both  had 
injured  us.  For  tVs,  if  I recollect  rightly,  about  50 
members  voted  ; and  two  of  them  only  were  “feder- 
alists.” 

Such  were  the  generations  of  the  war,  (further 
assisted  by  the  refusal  to  ratify  Fr shine's  arrange- 
ment—the  history  of  which  it  would  be  well  lo  no- 
tice if  wo  had  room,  more  fully  to  shew  the  consis- 
tency of  the  same  gentlemen)  and  I think  that  all 
reasonable  men  will  agree  with  me  that  the  war  be- 
. jgg/2  with  the  merchants,  and  was  declared  for  them. — 
fas was  in  the  carrying  of  a bag  of  'French  cof- 


fee to  France,  and  went  on,  from  little  to  more,  un- 
til  it  reached  the  ultimate  end  of  forbearance.  It 
was  purely  a war  for  commerce  ,•*  nay,  for  the  carry- 
ing trade — but  I do  not  believe  the  child  is  born  tint 
will  live  to  see  another  war  brought  about  in  the 
same  way!  Many  will  teach  their  children,  when  they 
shrtll  hear  the  groans  of  the  merchants  of  the  east  for 
property  plundered,  to  point  to  the  dj* Hartford  Con- 
vention, and  call  to  remembrance  the  horrible  fact — 
that  those  dealers,  when  the  United  States  was  en- 
gaged in  war  on  their  account,  done  all  that  they 
could  to  bankrupt  the  nation , and  bring  about  its  “un- 
conditional submission”  to  England — and  “to  laugh 
at  their  calamity  and  mock  when  their  fear  cometh.” 
Never  will  the  agriculturalists  and  manufacturers  of 
the  United  States  involve  themselves  again  for  the 
currying  trade ; of  no  more  national  importance  than 
a drop  to  the  contents  of  a bucket — an  unite,  an 
atom,  in  the  great  business  of  the  country;  not  equal 
in  profit  to  the  value  of  the  yarn  stocking  s~\  knit  by 
old  women  of  evenings  ! But  it  was  this  that  provok- 
ed the  jealousy  of  the  enemv,  and  brought  about 
the  war. 

The  “second  proposition”  shall  be  considered  in 
a future  number. 

One  word  more  on  the  carrying  trade.  As  it  was 
nothing  before  the  general  war  in  Europe,  so  will  it 
be  nothing  while  a general  peace  exists  on  that  con- 
finenc,  It  is  the  policy  and  duty  of  every  govern- 
ment to  encourage  its  own  commerce,  as  we  have 
done,  by  discriminating  duties,  or  in  some  other 
way.  And  in  any  event,  of  war  or  of  peace  (ex- 
cept the  destruction  of  the  British  navy)  that  trade 
is  best  to  the  United  States.  If  Europe  is  at  peace, 
as  before  stated,  there  will  be  no  room  for  it — if 
wars  exist,  England  must  be  a party,  and  will  regu- 
late it  by  her  orders  in  council.  The  merchants 
may,  therefore,  bid  it  farewell. 


Legislature  of  Maryland, 

By  the  house  of  delegates  of  JMaryland , Jan.  2,  1815. 

Amidst  the  impending  sufferings  and  multiplied 
disorders  of  w'ar,  brought  upon  the  American  peo- 
ple by  their  misplaced  and  abused  confidence  in  the 
wisdom  and  virtue  of  their  rulers,  there  has  been 
no  evil  of  a more  alarming  and  fatal  tendency  in  the 
contemplation  of  this  house,  than  the  inordinate 
grasp  of  power,  and  undisguised,  spirit  of  encroach- 
ment on  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  states,  and  the 
personal  liberties  of  the  citizen,  so  repeatedly  and 
unequivocally  manifested  in  the  acts  of  the  general 
government. 

Under  this  impression,  and  in  the  maintainance  of 
those  rights  and  privileges,  it  was  considered  as  a 
prompt  and  paramount  duty  on  the  part  of  this  house, 
to  evince  a faithful  and  firm  determination  of  pui> 
pose,  the  moment  that  intelligence  was  recently  re- 
ceived of  the  progress  of  a bill  in  both  branches  of 
the  national  legislature  whose  palpable  object  it  was 

* The  impressment  of  seamen  excepted. 

fTiiis  is  not  said  jokingly,  but  seriously  and  with 
what  I esteem  due  cir«umspection.  The  highest  ex- 
port we  had  of  foreign  goods  was  about  of  the  value 
of  sixty  millions  of  dollars  in  one  year;  10  per  cent. 
on  this,  which,  taking  into  view  the  losses  sustain-, 
ed,  I cannot  believe  was  realized  in  the  whole,  would 
make  a profit  of  six  millions  of  dollars — the  stock- 
ings knit  in  the  United  States  I estimate  at  10  mil- 
lion pairs  a year;  which,  at  75  cents,  gives  a value 
of  seven  millions  and  a half  of  dollars. 

For  many  facts  that  bear  on  this  matter — refer  to 
page  273,  of  the  present  volume  of  the  Weeks,  y 
Hegistee. 
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free  militia  of  these  United  States  | you,  to  express' to  the  house  of  delegates  the  high 
into  train  bands  and  cohorts  of  an  odious  despotic  sense  I entertain  of  the  honor  of  their  approbation 


to  convert  the 

tin  band . ...  . 

force.  This  decision  was  rendered  the  more  indig-  j or  my  conduct  as  a member  of  the  senate,  in  opposing 


nant,  bv  a view  of  the  gross  sophistry,  and  arbitra-.the  bill  which  required  of  the  militia  of  the  several 
ry  pretensions,  promulgated  in  the  report  of  the  se- , states,  to  furnish  recruits  for  the  regular  army,  under 
cretary  of  \v.r,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  ] the  penalty  of  being  themselves  drafted  to  serve  in 
designed  to  reconcile  the  repugnant  sentiment  of  | the  prosecution  of  the  war. 

the  free  people  of  this  laud,  to  the  principle  of  the  i At  the  same  time,  that  I offer  my  acknowledgments 
several  schemes  and  projects  of  invasion  on  their  j to  the  house  of  delegates,  I am  bound  in  justice  to 
birthrights  and  liberties,  as  suggested  in  that  report,  others,  to  disclaim  any  particular  merit  on  this  occa- 
for  ♦lie  acquiescence  of  congress.  Jsion;  the  failure  of  the  bill  must  be  ascribed  to  the 

To  the  sensibility  of  this  house  thus  seriously  j strenuous  and  able  opposition  which  it  received  in 
awaked  by  the  threatened  pressure  of  a system,  so  both  houses  of  congress,  sustained,  as  this  opposl- 
Immediately  calculated  to  make  “confusion  worse  tion  has  been,  by  the  voice  of  the  country, 
confounded,”  and  to  produce  a direct  collision  of]  I ask  your  indulgence  to  add,  tliat  while  I have 
authority  between  the  national  government  and  the  | resisted  the  progress  of  a bill,  professing  to  have  for 
sovereignty  cf  the  individual  state-  * i its  i - c ~ 

now  a matter  of  lively  gratificat 
the  passage  of  the  proposed  bill  has  been  eventually 
arrested  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States ; and  the 
gratification  is  enhanced  by  the  circumstance,  that 
this  happy  issue  has  been  effected,  at  the  instance 
of  an  illustrious  statesman  and  jurist,  whose  opinion, 
worthy  as  it  is  on  all  subjects  of  the  most  attentive 
consideration,  is  entitled  to  peculiar  regard  on  any 
question  touching  a construction  of  the  powers  im 


states,  it  is  therefore  | its  ooject  to  provide  for  the  common  defence,  by 
ification  to  learn,  that  means,  which  the  constitution  does  not  in  mv  iudg- 


y judg- 
ycelf  obliged,  by  a 
fety,  at  a period  of 


ment  authorise  ; 1 have  thought 
faithful  regard  for  the  general 
great  public  difficulty,  without  reference  to  the  past 
to  vote  for  supplies  ofmen  and  money,  and  for  other 
important  measures  within  the  pale  of  the  constitu- 
tion, which  are  thought  necessary  to  revive  the  pub- 
lic credit ; to  protect  the  several  states  against  inva- 
t s’on>  a,\d  to  defend  and  save  from  dismemberment 
parted  by  the  federal  constitution,  because  it  is  tkejffm  territory  and  sovereignty  of  the  nation;  objects 
opinion  of  a surviving  member  of  the  convention  of  j t0  the  attainment  of  which  no  effort  tliat  can  be 
sages  and  patriots,  by  whom  that  constitution  was’tn^de  by  freemen  will  be  deemed  too  great, 
planned,  and  originally  recommended  for  adoption.  V/ith  distinguished  consideration,  I have 
Wherefore , in  order  more  fully  to  display  the  so- 
lemn interest  which  the  occasion  has  inspired 
throughout  the  community  of  this  state,  and  more 
especially  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  a just  meed 
of  public  applause  for  eminent  service  in  the  defence 
of  public  liberty’. 

Resolved , That  the  thanks  of  this  house,  in  behalf 
of  the  freemen  of  Maryland,  be  and  they  arc  hereby 
presented  to  the  honorable  Rufus  King,  of  the  senate 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  seasonable  and  success- 
ful interposition  of  his  experienced  wisdom  and  ele- 
vated influence  of  character,  in  averting  the  medi- 
tated operation  of  a measure,  hostile  to  the  iramu- 


have  the  bo* 

nor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

RUFUS  KING. 

Hen.  Henry  ff.  Chapman,  speaker  of  the 
house  of  delegates  of  Maryland. 


Major-General  Proctor. 

From  the  Quebec  .Mercury. 

Charges  exhibited  against  major  General  Henry 
Proctor , lieutenant-colonel  of  "the  4ist  regiment 

of  foot,  viz. 

First  Charge.  That  the  said  major  general  Proc- 

. „ . - . tor  being  entrusted  with  the  command  of  the  right 

mties  of  constitutional  freedom,  offensive  to  the  j division  of  the  army  serving  in  the  Canadas  and  the 
pure  genious  of  independence,  ancl  fraught  with  ] rctreat  of  the  said  division  from  the  Western  narts 
consequences  baleful  and  appalling  to  the  social  or-  |of  Uppor-Canada,  having  become  unavoidable  from 
tier,  tranquility  and  well  being  of  this  united  repub-,  the  loS9  oftiie  j]ect  on  L;ike  Eriej  on  the  i0th  Sept. 

Ijc;  . . . . , , j 1813,  did  not  immediately  after  the  loss  of  the  said 

And  this  house  would  accompany  the  respectful  j fleet  was  known  bv  him,  make  the  military  arranr- 
tribute,  which  is  thus  specially  offered,  with  a ge-  ments  best  calculated  for  promptly  effecting  such 


neral  expression  of  the  grateful  sense  which  it  also 
entertains  of  the  distinguished  merit  of  the  other 
members  of  the  minority,  who  so  steadfastly  and 
ablv  co-operated,  at  every  renewal  of  the  struggle, 
in  both  branches  of  congress,  in  combatting  against 
the  insidious  introduction  of  an  authoritative  con- 
script establishment,  more  specious  in  the  form  of 
its  approach,  but  not  essentially  different  from  that, 
whose  intense  oppression  has  just  vanished  from  the 
continent  of  Europe,  with  its  guilty  author,  the 
bloodstained  usurper  of  France. 

Ordered,  That  the  honorable  the  speaker  of  this 


retreat,  and  unnecessarily  delayed  to  commence  Uie 
same  until  the  evening  of  the  27th  of  the  said  month 
on  which  day  the  enemy  had  landed  in  considerable 
force  within  a short  distance  of  Sandwich,  the  head* 
quarters  of  the  said  division;  such  conduct  on  the 
part  of  the  said  maj.gen.  Proctor,  endangering  the 
safety  of  the  troops  under  his  command,  by  expos- 
ing them  to  be  attacked  by  a force  far  superior  to 
them,  being  contrary  to  his  duty  as  an  officer,  pre- 
judicial to  good  order,  and  military'  discipline,  and 
contrary  to  the  articles  of  war. 

Second  charge.  That  the  said  major  gen.  Proctor* 


house  be  requested  to  transmit  to  the  honorable  j after  commencing  the  retreat  of  the” said  division  oa 
Rufus  king  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  present | the  said  2nh  September;  though  he  had  reason  to 
proceeding.  believe  that  the  enemy  would  immediately  follow  it 

The  following  letter  was  received  by  the  speaker  of  the  {with  very  superior  numbers  and  endeavor  to  harrass 
house  of  delegates  from  the  honorable  Rufus  King  j and  impede  its  march,  did  not  use  due  expedition, 
in  answer  to  the  resolutions  of  the  house  approbatory  I or  take  proper  measures  for  conducting  the  said  re- 
of  his  conduct  in  opposing  the  militia  bill.  (treat,  having  incumbered  the  said  division  with 


Washington,  Jan.  8,  1815. 
Sik — I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter 
of  the  6th  inst.  transmitting  to  me  a copy  of  the  re- 
solution of  the  bouse  of  delegates  of  the  state  of 


large  quantities  of  useless  baggage,  having  unneces- 
sarily halted  the  troops  for  several  whole  days, 
and  having  omitted  to  destroy  the  bridges  over 
which  the  enemy  would  be  obliged  to  pass,  thereby 


Maryland,  of  the  same  date.  Permit  me,  sir,  through1  affording  them  the  opportunity  to  come  up  with  the 
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said  division:  such  conduct  betraying  great  profes- 
sional incapacity  on  the  part  of  the  said  major-gen. 
Frootor,  being  contrary  to  his  duty  as  an  officer, 
prejudicial  to  good  order  and  military  discipline, 
and  contrary  to  the  articles  of  War. 

Third  charge.  That  the  said  m«j.  gen.  Proctor, 
did  not  take  Ibe  necessary  measures  tor  affording 
security  to  the  boats,  waggons  and  carts,  laden  with 
the  ammunition,  stores  and  provisions  required  for 
the  troops  on  their  retreat,  and  allowed  the  said 
boats,  waggons,  and  carts,  on  the  fourth  and  fifth  of 
October  1813,  to  remain  in  the  rear  of  the  said  di* 
v.sion,  whereby  the  whole  or  the  greater  part  of  the 
said  ammunition,  stores  and  provisions  either  fell  into 
the  enemy’s  hand%or\vere  destroyed  to  prevent  their 
capture,  and  the  troops  were  without  provisions  for 
a whole  day  previous  to  their  being  attacked  on  the 
said  fifth  of  October;  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
said  major  general  Proctor  being  contrary  to  his  du- 
ty as  an  officer,  prejudicial  to  good  order  and  mi- 
litary discipline,  and  contrary  to  the  articles  or  war. 

Fourth  charge.  That  the  said  major-general  Proc- 
tor having  assured  the  Indian  chiefs  in  council  at 
Amhertsburgh,  as  an  inducement  to  them  and  the 
warriors  to  accompany  the  said  division  m its  re- 
treat, that  on  their  trr-ival  at.  Chatham  they  should 
find  the  forks  of  the  Thames  fortified,  did  never- 
theless neglect  to  fortify  the  same,  that  he  also  ne- 
glected to  occupy  the  heights  above  the  Moravian 
village,  although  he  bad  previously  removed  the 
ordnance,  with  the  exception  of  one  six  pounder  to 
that  position,  where,  by  throwing  up  works,  he 
might  have  awaited  the  attack  of.  the  enemy  and  en- 
gaged them  to  great  advantage,  and  that  after  the 
intelligence  had  reached  him  of  the  approach,  of  the 
eftemy  on  tire  morning  of  the  said  5th  of  October, 
he  halted  the  said  division  notwithstanding  it  was 
within  two  miles  of  the  said  village,  .and  formed  it 
in  a situation  highly  unfavorable  for  receiving  the 
attack  which  afterwards  took  place;  such  conduct 
manifesting  great  professional  incapacity  on  the  part 
of  the  said  major  gcnaral  Proctor,  being' contrary 
to  ins  duty  as  an  officer,  prejudicial  to  good  order 
and  military  discipline,  and  contrary  to  the  articles 
of  war.  | 

Fifth  charge.  That  the  said  major-gen.  Proctor 
did  not  on  the  said  5th  of  October,  either  prior  to 
or  subsequent  to  the  attack  by  the  enemy  on  the 
said  division,  on  that  day  make  the  military  dispo- 
sitions best  ad#pted  to  meet  or  to  resist  the  said  at- 
tack, and  that  during  the  action  and  after  the  troops 
had  given  w*y,  lie  did  not  make  any  effectual  at- 
tempt in  his  own  person  or  otherwise  to  rally  or  en- 
courage them,  or  to  co-operate  with  and  supper] 
the  Indians  who  were  engaged  with  the  enemy  on 
the  right.  The  said  map  general  Proctor  having 
quitted  the  field  soon  after  the  action  commenced; 
sueh  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  said  major  general 
Proctor  betraying  great  professional  'incapacity, 
tending  to'  the  defeat  and  dishonor  of  his  majesty’s 
arms,  to  the  sacrifice  of  the  division  of  the  army 
committed  to  his  charge,  being  in  violation  of  his 
duty,  unbecoming  and  disgraceful  to  his  character 
as  an  officer,  prejudicial  to  good  order  and  military 
discipline,  and  contrary  to  the  articles  of  war, 

Hartford  Convention, 

STATEMENTS, 

Prepared  and  published  by  order  of  the  convention 
of  delegates,  held  at  Hartford,  December  15, 1814, 
and  printed  by  their  order. 


Military  department , or  land  forces,  from  January 
1,  to  September  30,  1812,  including  about  six  months 
of  peace  and  three  months  of  war  in 

that  year,  £7,464,814  80 

From  September  30,  1812,  to  Sep- 
tember 30,  1813,  18,484,750  49 

From  September,  30,  1813,  to  De- 
cember 31,  1813,  5,887,747  00 

From  January  1,  to  July  1,  1814,  11,210,238  00 


Ascertained  expence  of  the  land 
forces  from  January  1,  1812,  to 
July  1,1814.  £43,047,550  29 

Navy  department,  from  January  1, 
to  September  30,  1812,  about  six 
months  of  peace  and  three  months 
of  war,  the  sum  of  $>2,638,612  95 
From  Sept,  30,  1812, 
to  Sept;  30,  1813,  6,420,707  20 

From  Sept.  30,  to 
Dec.  31,  1813,  1,248,145  10 

From  Jan.  1,  to  Julv 

I,  1814  ' 4,012,899  90 

14,320,365  15 


Ascertained  war  expences  to  July  1, 

1814,  . £57,367,915  44 

To  which  must  be  added  large  sums 
not  ascertained,  and*  also  disburs- 
ments  made  by  individual  states, 
these  must  ke  more  than  3.000,000  00 


£60,367,915  44 

Mote.  The  military  and  naval  expences  of  the 
United  States  from  January  1, 1812,  to  June  18, 1812, 
when  war  was  declared,  are  included  in  the  above 
account,  and  were  partly  on  account  of  the  peace 
establishment,  and  in  part  preparations  for  war.  So 
that  this  enormous  expenditure  was  incurred  in  the 
military  and  naval  departments  alone,  in  two  years 
of  small  warfare,  and  in  six  months  that  preceded  it. 

SCHEDULE  (B) 

Shewing  the  receipts  at  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States  from  January  1,  1812,  to  July  1, 1814,  includ- 
ing about  six  months  of  peace  and  about  two  years 
of  war,  to  wit — 

From  Jan.  1 to  Oct.  1, 1812,  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  customs,  the  sales 
of  land,  &c.  being  three-fourths 
of  the  revenue  yearly,  £8,101,210  18 

The  balance  in  the  treasury  charged 
this  account  3,947,818  36 

On  the  eleven  million  loan  under  the 
act  of  March  14,  1812,  5,847,212  50 


£17,996,241  04 

Receipts  from  October  1, 1812,  to  October  1, 1813, 
to  wit — 

From  the  proceeds  of  the  customs,  £12,596,491  55 
Sales  of  land  830,671  53 

Other  items  of  revenue  140,879  35 


On  account,  of  the  eleven  million 
loan 

On  the  sixteen  million  loan,  act  Feb. 
8,  1813, 

Treasury  notes  issued  on  the  act  of 
June  30,  1812, 

Do.  do.  act  Feb.  25,  1813, 


13,568,042  43 

4,337,487  50 

14,488,125  00 

4,898,300  00 
253,000  00 


SCHEDULE (A) 

Shewing  the  ascertained  expences  of  the 
prior  to  July  1, 1814. 


war, 


Receipts  from  October  1, 
to  wit— 


£23,976,912  50 
1813,  to  January  1,1814, 
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$ 3,678, 565  00  | 
1,511,875  00 
3,907,355  00 
3,778,700  00 


From  the  customs  and  sales  of  lands, 

&c. 

On  the  sixteen  million  loan 
On  the  seven  and  a half  million  loan 
Treasury  notes 

$12, 876,475  00 

Receipts  from  January  1,  to  July  1,  1814,  to  wit 
From  tiie  proceeds  of  the  customs,  $4,182,088  25 
Sales  of  public  lands 
Internal  duties  and  direct  tax, 

Postage  and  incidental  receipts, 


540,065  68 
2,189,272  40 
166.744  00 


1805, 

1806, 

1807, 

1808, 

1809, 

1810, 
1811, 

9 mo.  of  1812, 


13,560,663 

15,559,931 

16,398,019 

17,060.661 

7,773,473 

9,384,214 

14,423,529 

6,927,706 


On  the  seven  an  1 a half  million  loan 
act  August  2,  1813, 

On  ten  million  loan  (part  of  the 
twenty-five  millions) 


Treasury  notes  on  the  act  of  Febru- 
ary 25,  1813, 

Do.  on  act  March  24,  1814, 


Deduct  cash  in  the  treasury  July  1, 
1814, 


$215,786,783 

Note.  As  bonds  were  given  for  the  duties,  as  they 
usually  become  payable  the  next  year — the  duties 

1 payable  in  any  year,  were,  generally,  collected  on 

7,07o,17u  33  jthe  importations  ot  the  preceding  year,  as  the 

_J 17,060,661  dollars  received  in  1808,  were  the  duties 

on  the  great  importations  of  18'J7,  a few  small  sums 
3,592,665  00  excepted. 

Note.  also.  Ail  these  revenues  arose  from  com- 
6,087,011  00  mere,  except  16,262,651  dollars. 

It  will  be  observed  that  all  the  sources  of  revenue, 

9,679,676  00  j exclusive  of  impost  and  tonnage  duties  did  not  on 

.. — an  average,  amount  to  quite  one  million  of  dollars 

a year — so  that  the  impost  and  tonnage  duties,  the 
1,070,000  00  four  years  preceding  the  long  embargo,  amounted 
1*39  .,100  00  to  about  58  millions  of  dollars,  or  to  14,500,000 

dollars  a year.  And  if  there  had  been  no  embai  gos 

2 462,100  00  or  restrictions  on  commerce,  these  would  have  in- 

_J creased,  at  least  not  decreased,  till  the  war  was 

12,141,776  00  commenced.  That  commenced  four  years  and  a 
19;21 9^946  33  half  after  the  embargo  was  laid.  It  will  be  seen 

_ ; hat  alt  the  revenue  . mourned,  in  four  years,  before 

87,637,617  30 i ‘he  embargo,  to  62.679,274  dollars,  and  deducting 
| for  other  soirees  of  revenue  one  million  a year,  there 
4 722  659  32  ■ Wl^  remain  58,579,274  dollars,  received  from  impost 
_J and  tonnage  duties — whereas  in  the  three  years  and 


$82,914,957  98|n’ne  months  after  the  embargo  was  laid,  all  the  re- 
* \ , venues,  as  above,  amounted  only  to  38,508,922  dolls. 

Deduct  payments  made  at  the  treasury  m tne  | or  at  t]le  rate  0f  4-0,817,990  dolls,  in  four  years— 
same  period  from  January  1, 1812,  to  July  1,  1814,  to  i jn  ijiese  fOUi.  years  were  included  not  only  the 


Wit — 

The  civil  list,  indian  department, 
&c. 

Interest  and  principal  of  the  public 
debt, 


ordinary  million  a year,  but  the  two  millions  direct 
„ „ j tax  of  1798,  and  the  new  internal  duties  of  these 

$4.o9/,df  - 52  j f0lu.  yearSj  whence  was  collected  at  least  two  million 
land  a half— hence  deduct  6,500,000  dollars  from 
21,101,41/  ^ 2 j ^.0,31 7",990  dollars,  leaves,  received  from  impost  and 
R ' j tonnage  duties,  34.317,990  dollars,  24,261,284  less 
25,oJ/,lot  04|lhan  was  received  in  the  four  jears  preceding  the 
„ . ....  . ___  , ! embargo;  tliat  is,  about  six  millions  a year,  or  above 

Left  for  war  purposes  m this  period  $j/,10/,///  9**  twenty  seven  millions  for  the  four  years  and  a half. 
Note.  Thus  while  the  war  cost  above  60  millions  the  restrictive  system  existed  before  the  war — 
of  dollars,  and  the  land  forces  46  millions  of  the  hence  this  sum  was  clearly  lost  by  this  system.  See 
sum,  there  was  but  a small  British  army  employed  j schedule  F. 

against  the  United  States,  and  in  this  period,  dis-  Note , also. — The  said  16,262,651  dollars  was  re- 

grace  generally  attended  the  American  arms  by  reived  thus:  from  internal  revenue,  6,460,003  dolls, 
land.  — direct  tax,  1,757,240  dollars — sales  of  land, 

SCHEDULE  (C)  16,161,283  02— postage  of  letters,  &c.  667,343  dolls. 

Shewing  the  great  increase  of  the  revenue  of  the  — miscellaneous,  1,216,775  dollars. 


United  States  from  the  adoption  of  the  constitution 
to  the  adoption  of  the  restrictive  system — and  while 
commerce  continued  free,  and  the  great  diminution 
of  those  revenues  since  that  system  was  resorted  to 
— they  were  as  follows,  as  by  treasury  statements 


Prior  to  1792, 
In  3792, 
1793, 
3794, 


$4,418,913 

3,661,932 

4,714,423 

5,128,432 


Therefore,  it  is  clear  that  if  there  had  been  no  res- 
trictive system  or  war,  the  old  debt  of  the  United 
States  would  have  been,  before  this  time,  paid,  or 
nearly  paid. 

SCHEDULE  (D.) 

Shewing  the  state  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  previous  to  July  1,  1814.  It  was  thus — ef- 
fectives 27,010,  aggregate  31,539— stationed  as  fol- 
lows: 


1795, 

5,954,534 

In  the 

first  military  district,  at  Boston, 

Ports- 

3796, 

7,137,529 

mouth. 

Portland  and  Eastport,  aggregate 

nr.m- 

3797, 

8,403,560 

ber 

655 

3798, 

7,820,575 

2 Mil.  Dis.  at  New-Londou,  &c. 

714 

3799, 

7,4 75,773 

3 do. 

at  New-York, 

2,116 

3800, 

10,777,709 

4 do. 

at  Fort  Mifflin,  Sec. 

308 

1803, 

32,846,530 

5 do. 

at  Baltimore,  Norfolk, 

2,244 

1802, 

13,668,223 
31,064,06 7 
11,828,307 

6 do. 

at  N.  &.  S.  Carolina  Georgia, 

2,244 

1803, 

1804, 

j 7 do. 

at  N.  Orleans,  Mobile,  &c. 

2,378 
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Stationed  on  the  sea  board  10,659 
S Mil.  Dis.  a£  Detroit,  Sandwich,  &c.  2,472 

9 do.  division  of  the  right,  1 1,795 

at  Buffalo,  Sackelt’s  Harbor,  8cc.  6,613 

18,408 

Oa  the  Canada  line  20,880 


Total— 31,539 

Recruits  enlisted  from  January  27,  1814,  to  Sep- 
tember 30,  1814,  as  by  the  return  of  the  inspector 
general,  were  13,898,  to  wit: — 


In  February  1814, 

980 

March 

2,357 

A pril 

2,561 

May 

2,133 

June  m 

1,445 

July 

1,486 

August 

1,687 

Sept. 

1,304 

13,898 

— An  army  of  31,539,  early 

r in  the  year  1814, 

was  no  doubt  a much  larger  array  than  the  United 
States  kept  up  the  two  first  years  of  the  war — and, 
afi  properly  employed,  31,000  regular  troops  were 
certainly  adequate  to  oppose  any  force  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  those  years,  employed  against  the  United 
States — 31,000  men,  according  to  the  estimation  of 
the  war  and  treasury  department,  should  not  have 
cost  more  than  twelve  millions  a year,  or  twenty 
four  millions  in  the  two  years;  whereas  the  land 
forces  did  cost  forty-six  millions  and  more,  in  the 
wasteful  manner  in  which  the  war  was  conducted. 

• JYote,  also — when  it  is  considered  that  the  United 
States  had  on  the  1st  of  July,  1814,  a regular  army 
.of  31,530,  and  enlisted  in  eight  months,  from  Fe- 
bruary 1,  to  October  1,  1814,  13,898  men,  for  what 
possible  pretence  can  the  national  government  have 
recourse  to  conscription,  and  measures  destructive 
of  the  liberties  pf  the  people,  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the 
army,  the  course  of  enlistment  amply  prove,  that  if 
the  army  be  well  paid  and  supported,  and  according 
to  contracts,  there  can  be  no  occasion  to  resort  to 
such  violent  measures. 

Note , also — of  the  10,659  regular  troops  on  the 
sea  board,  only  1,369  were  stationed  in  New-England. 

SCHEDULE  (E.) 

Though  the  operations  of  the  war  in  1781  and 
1782  were  great,  especially  in  the  southern  states, 
yet  it  cost  America  far  less  than  15  millions  a year, 
as  will  appear  by  the  public  documents.  In  1782 
congress  made  an  estimate  for  an  army  of  25,000 
men.  This  estimate  which  proved  to  be  correct, 
was  a little  over  $8,000,000.  The  individual  states’ 
expences  will  be  found  not  to  hav*  exceeded  four 
millions  a year,  and  navy  expenceB  were  trifling. — 
In  1781  the  expences  were  about  three  millions  more 
than  in  1782 — Frices  were  about  the  same  then  as 
pow. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  expenditures! 
of  the  United  States  from  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution to  October  1,  1812,  taken  from  the  trea- 
sury reports: 


Prior 

In  1803 

4,062,824 

to  1792 

$1,718,129 

1804 

4,052,858 

In  1792 

1,766,677 

1805 

6,357,234 

1793 

3,707,848 

1806 

6.080,209 

1794 

3,500,348 

1807 

4,984,572 

1795 

4,350,596 

1808 

6,504,338 

1796 

2,531,930 

1809 

7,414,672 

1797 

2,833,590 

1810 

6,311,082 

1798 

4,623,223 

1811 

5,592,604 

1799 

6,480,166 

9 months  of 

1800 

1801 

7,411,369 

4,931,669 

1812 

11,760,292 

1802 

737,07s1 

$108,102,221 

Note, — These  expenditures  do  not  include  the  in- 
terest and  principal  of  the  public  debts. 

Never  after  the  peace  of  1783,  till  1812,  did  the 
expenditures  of  the  United  Stales  amount  to  seven 
millions  and  a half  in  any  year. 

In  1781  Cornwallis  was  taken,  and  it  is  ascertain- 
ed that  over  26,000  British  troops  were  sent  into  the 
four  southern  states  in  less  than  two  years  in  1780 
and  1781.  The  United  States  were  obliged  to  keep 
up  large  forces  in  the  middle  and  northern  states; 
and  the  militia  drafts  were  often  made  in  those  two 
years.  During  the  long  period  from  March  4,  1789, 
to  Oct  1,  1812,  the  whole  military  expenditures  of 
the  U.  S.  were  but  44,066,746  65  including  Indian 
wars,  war  with  France, and  with  the  Barbary  powers, 
the  Pennsylvania  insurrections,  and  several  milli- 
ons expended  in  the  present  war  before  October, 
1812. — Much  less  than  two  millions  of  dollars  a 
year.  And  the  navy  expenditures  during  the  same 
long  period  were  but  29,889,660  78.  About  one 
million  and  a quarter  a year. 

Further — An  examination  of  the  public  documents 
will  shew  that  the  eight  years  war  of  the  revolution 
did  not  cost  more  than  205.000,000  of  specie  dol- 
lars. More  than  half  that  sum  was  expended  in  the 
three  first  years,  when  paper  money  was  abundant, 
and  the  American  and  British  armies  most  numer- 
ous; a period  in  which  we  withstood  the  forces  of 
the  enemy  alone,  in  a manner  so  honorable  to  our 
arms. 

SCHEDULE  (F.) 

This  schedule  brings  into  one  view  the  great  loss 
of  revenue  occasioned  by  the  restrictive  system, 
and  the  enormous  waste  of  public  monies  in  the 
two  first  years  of  this  war — the  particulars  where- 
of are  stated  in  the  preceding  schedules. 

1.  27  millions  of  dollars,  at  least  were 

lost  by  restrictions  on  commerce,  for 
four  years  and  a half  before  the  war 
was  declared  or  commenced,  as  in  sche- 
dule C.  $27,000,000 

2.  War  expences,  as  stated  in  Sche- 
dule A.  to  the  amount  of  60,367,915 
dollars  at  least,  were  incurred  in  this  war 
before  July  1,  1814 — whereas  on  any 
scale  of  expences  of  any  wars,  ever  car- 
ried on  in  this  country,  heretofore,  the 
war  expences  from  January  1812,  to 
July  1,  1814,  ought  not  to  have  exceed- 
ed 27  millions,  if  indeed  they  could  e- 
qual  that  sum.  There  then  was  clearly 
a wasteful  and  improvident  expenditure 
of  public  monies,  in  the  war  and  navy 
departments,  in  this  short  period  of  more 

than  33  millions  of  dollars,  33,000,000 

Revenue  and  public  monies  lost  by 

foolish  restrictions,  and  in  a profligate 

management  of  the  war,  60,000,000 

Schedule  E.  slso  shows  how  moderate  our  military 
expences  were  prior  to  the  present  war. 

Note — Had  this  large  sum  been  saved,  as  it  might 
have  been  with  perfect  ease  by  a wise  and  economical 
administration, the  credit  of  the  United  States,  at  this 
moment,  would  have  been  unimpaired — and  the  very 
heavy  directand  internal  taxes  now  laid  on  the  people 
to  supply  the  place  of  this  sum,  so  lost  and  wasted, 
might  have  been  avoided. 

In  fact,  examine  the  expenditures  of  all  former 
wars  in  this  country,  the  force  brought  against  it  in 
the  two  first  years  of  this  war,  and  every  cause  of  ne- 
cessary  expenditure,  and  it  will  appear  that  not  so 
much  as  27  millions  ought  to  have  been  expended 
in  the  military1  and  naval  departments  in  the  period 
'in  question. 
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SCHEDULE  (G.) 

Shewing  the  amount  of  the  several  Internal  Duties,  distinctly,  that  have  accrued  for  the  two 
first  quarters  ot‘  the  year  1814.  Ascertained  to  have  been  received  in  each  State  and  T ernto- 


3$ nines  of  States  and 
ritories. 


Ter 


Nevv-llatnpslrtre, 

Massachusetts, 

Vermont, 

Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 

New-York, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
Georgia, 

South  Carolina, 

Ohio, 

Kentucky, 

Tennessee, 

Louisiana, 

Illinois  Territory, 
Michigan, 

Indiana, 

Missouri, 

Mississippi. 

District  of  Columbia, 


Licences  for 
Stills  and 
Boilers. 

Carriages. 

Licences 

ur 

Retailers 

Duties  on 
Sales  at 
Auction 

Refin-  1 
ed  Su- 1 
gar. 

Stamps 

**617  98 

6155  08 

1 5154 

351  9 

1 

544  05 

6121 f 86 

33i6j  78 

79220 

12285  05 

120  09 1 

14281  18 

19710  52 

253 ^ t8 

12271 

7 96 

13  35 

16265  23 

842  88 

15702 

6039  23 

5329  80 

42878  36 

13092  61 

28556 

79  48$ 

7388  37 

154484  67 

21687  23 

156192 

8872  69$ 

51935  06 

184V9  59 

io  53  9z 

27163 

2823  86 

3350  49 

271780 

25707  "8 $ 

1 18*52 

10871  61 

45590  45 

1447  50 

5118  18 

74 77 

116  25 

2701  56 

36736  37 

16965  9 71 

42300 

5341  1 H 

20300  32* 

148442  91 

28836  91 

46691 

2018  20 

21378  03$ 

44780  20 

13594  29* 

20644 

44I  U4 

5212  41* 

HJ76  68 

6532  12± 

11931 

1003  17 

2145  76 

32215  67 

15024  72 

20343 

923  52 

10810  16 

84708  59 

456  4 

15200 

3246  87$ 

56u82  19 

2634  69 £ 

13681 

160  08$ 

4185  38 

46855  97 

661  1 ! 

7612 

946  05 

5485  06 

840  81 

7079 

1878  30 

26  25 

7119  86 

490  44 

62 

835 

5 60 

54 

1135 

28  93 

21  24 

1263  73 

4 

1396 

2027  38 

75 

1340 

65  65 

1562  07 

303 

3305 

91  82 

642  76 

2044  91 

9505 

154  32 

10159  56 

1062758  99 

1214639  73 $ 

663887 

' 53695  38* 

146  34 

•l217364  28 

GROSS  TOTAL— §2,212,491$  73$ 
SCHEDULE  (H) 

This  shews  the  great  increase  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  under  federal  adminis- 
trations when  it  was  free.  Also  its  great  diminution  under  embargoes,  restrictions  and  war. — 
2.  The  comparative  exports  of  the  several  states  from  time  to  time.  3.  The  kind  of  exports  as* 
articles  domestic  or  foreign,  as  productions  of  the  forest,  of  agriculture,  of  the  sea,  8tc. 

1.  Exports  of  the  United  States  every  fifth  year,  to  wit: 


1791  §17,571,551  45 

1795  67,064,  <97  00 

ISO  L 93,02*-!,5l3  00 

1806  103,787,000  00 

1811  61,317,833  00 

Exports  of  the  United  States  four  years  next 
preceding  the  long  embargo,  viz. 

1804  $ 77,701,597 

1S05  95,566,021 

1806,  as  above  103,787,000 

1807  108,343,558 


Note — Thus  the  exports,  when  commerce 
was  free  e increased  nearly  6 fold  in  15  year*,  St 
under  restrictions  diminished  about  one  half  as 
stated  below. 

Exports  of  the  United  States  four  years  under 
restrictions,  and  one  year  in  war,  viz . 
1808,  Domestic  Arts,  $8,417,000  Foreign  do. 


New  Hampshire, 

Massachusetts, 

Vermont, 

Rhode  Island 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 


year 
§ 142,858 

2,445,9 75 


1809,  do  do  28,841,000 

1810,  do  and  For.  67,895,597 

1811,  do  do  61,317,833 

1813,  do  Arts  25,008,152 

Foreign  do  2*847,845 

2.  The  comparative  exports  of  each  State,  from  time  to  time,  viz. 
year  1 91  * year  1799  year  1S06 

360089 
11421591 
20480 
1055273 
1143818 
18719527 
9722 
12431967 
297065 
16299609 
6292986 
485921 
8729: -15 
1396768 


470,131 
710,340 
2,516,197 
27,957 
2,9.31,624 
119,840 
2,193,355 
3,131,227 
524,548 
1,866,021 
491,472 
Ohio, 

Territories  of  the  U.  S. 

Georgetown, 

Alexandria, 

Michigan, 

New  Orleans, 


year 
795260 
21199243 
193775 
2091835 
1715858 
21762845 
33867 
17574502 
500106 
1 15809Q5 
5055396 
7S96Q5 
9743782 
no  return 
62318 
4100583 
254353) 
9917935 
221260 
3887323 


Dom.  Arts, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 

do 

do 


do. 


year  1813 
29000 
1513000 
96SU00 
968000 
7060000 

3249000 

2782000 

1819000 

795000 

2815000 

1094000 


r3S700'0 
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3.  The  kind  of  exports  from  the  United  States  as  articles  domestic  or  foreign  ; productions  of 


1804  | 

1805 

1896 

1807 

Produc.  of  the  forest, 

4600000 

5261000 

48610  .(J 

5476000 

of  the  sea, 

3120000 

2884000 

3116000 

2*04000 

of  agriculture 

30890000 

31552000 

32375000 

378.32000 

of  manufact. 

2100000 

2525000 

2707000 

212-000 

Miscellaneous, 

430000 

155000 

445000 

468000 

41440000 

42387000 

43504(7  0 

48700000 

Foreign  articles, 

36231597 

53179021 

60283000 

59643578 

77671597 

95566021 

ll  03787000 

108343558 

This  statement  shews  that  about  three  fourths  or  the  domestic  export*  of  the  U.  S.  are  the 
produce  of  agriculture,  and  for  four  years  prior  to  the  embargo,  exceeded  on  an  average, 
33  millions  a year.  It  will  readily  be  seen  what  great  losses  there  must  have  been  in  regard 
to  these  articles,  when  the  regular  exportation  of  them  has  been  capriciously  interrupted  for 
7 vears  past,  by  embargoes,  restrictions  and  war,  the  same  as  to  the  produce  of  the  forest, 
and  that  i>f  the  sea,  the  latter  amounting,  on  an  a-rrage,  for  four  years  next  before  the  em- 
bargo, to  above  3 millions  of  dollars  a *ear,  has  been  by  restrictions  and  war,  wholly  de- 
stroyed. And  the  shipping  employed  formerly  in  acquiring  these  productions  of  the  sea,  is 
nearly  rotten  at  the  wharves,  and  the  seamen  engaged  in  this  branch  of  business,  very  important 
in  a public  view,  are  scattered  and  gone. 

The  domestic  articles  in  the  four  years  next  before  the  restrictive  system,  were  50  millions 
more,  than  the  same  articles  exported  in  the  four  years  under  it  and  before  the  war. 


The  tabular  statements,  &c.  which  belong  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  Hartford  convention , are  given 
entire  i-n  the  preceding  pages.  Of  these  we  pro- 
mised an  examination  and  elucidation  as  we  “pro- 
ceeded in  our  essays  regarding  that  assembly.” — 
But  the  following,  from  the  Boston  Patriot , is  so 
exactly  in  point,  and  so  fully  demonstrates  a fact 
we  have  repeatedly  urged,  that  we  are  induced  to 
give  it  immediate  insertion. 

In  speaking  of  a certain  report  adopted  by  the  le- 
gislature of  Massachusetts , (see  page  183)  we 
said,  that  certain  persons  had  “specially  acquired 
the  faculty  of  uttering  gross  falshood  in  the  words 
of  truth.”  This  observation  has  all  its  force  to 
many  parts  and  points  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
“ illustrious  assembly  ” or  “ghand  oivax,”  as  the 
Boston  papers  have  called  the  caucus.  The  second 
part  of  schedule  H.  is  expressly  calculated  to 
mislead  the  vulgar  and  unthinking,  in  o ' her  re- 
spects than  those  exposed  in  the  extract  below. — 
The  exports  of  Massachusetts  in  1805,  are  given 
at  21,199,243  dollars,  and  in  1813  at  1,513,000— 
to  shew  the  immense  decrease  of  the  commerce  of 
that  state.  Now,  though  both  these  items  may  be 
correct,  the  contrast  shews  a statement  as  differ- 
ent from  truth  as  light  is  from  darkness.  The  first 
shews  the  gross  amount  of  all  the  articles  ex- 
ported— the  latter,  the  value  of  the  domestic  pro- 


Therefore,  Massachusetts,  by  the  war,  lias  lost  about 
one-half  of  her  natural  commerce — that  is,  the 
commerce  which  that  state,  separated  from  the 
rest,  might  have  had.  For  the  carrying  trade 
they  had  to  the  eastward , we  have  clearly  shewn, 
depended  and  was  built  upon  the  agriculture  of  the 
middle , south  and  i vest. 

From  the  Boston  Patriot. — Annexed  to  the  Hart- 
ford convention  manifesto , is  a long  calculation  in  fi- 
gures, intending  to  hold  up  Massachusetts  as  a won- 
derful commercial  state,  with  great  resources. — 
The  exports  of  Massachusetts  in  1806,  are  there 
stated  to  be  $21,199,243  ; and  in  the  w*y  it  is  stated, 
it  is  intended  to  convey  the  idea  that  Massachusetts 
really  exported  that  enormous  amount  of  her  own 
prodacts.  We  therefore  proceed  to  shew  in  what 
this  amount  really  consisted,  viz. 

Amount  of  foreign  articles  exported 
from  Massachusetts,  in  1806,  $14,577,54-7 

Amount  of  domestic  do.  6,621.696 


Total,  as  above,  $21,199,24 3 

To  give  a comprehensive  view  of  what  portion  of 
the  amount  under  the  head  of  domestic  exports  of 
Massachusetts,  really  consisted  of  the  produce  of 
Nevv-England,  we  state  it  as  a fact,  that  out  of  the 
whole  amount  of  ihe  domestic  exports  of  Boston  in 
1809,  which  was  $4,009,029,  there  was  of  tills 
, .....  amount,  in  rice,  cotton,  flour,  tobacco,  staves,  and 

ducts  only.  L here  is  a sort  of  cunning  in  this  that  nav(d  9t  (the  produce  of  the  southern  states) 
cannot  be  too  severely  reprehended.  Why  not ; the  enopmoug  amount  Gf  $2,294,109;  leaving  but 
place  both  on  the  same  principle,  that  the  most  j gW4,929  for  the  net  amount  of  Mew- England  pro- 
simple  might  comprehend  the  whole  truth!  Hut  m \ducts  exported  in  that  year  from  Boston.  ^It  there- 
the  abrogation,  "Dam.  Arts,  is  the  salvo/  | fore  appears  that  55  per  cent,  of  all  that  portion  of 

Jt  is  true,  the  value  of  the  foreign  articles  exported  the  exports  0f  Boston  under  the  head  of  domestic 
1813  would  not  have  articles,  are  in  fact  the  produce  of  the  southern 


from  Massachusetts  in  1813  would  not 
greatly  swelled  the  amount — for  by  our  nature  as 
a belligerent,  the  carrying  trade  was  lost  to  us 


states.  Of  course  the  domestic  exports  of  Massa- 
chusetts should  stand  thus  : 


and  to  that  state  (and  if  it  is  never  regained  by  Domestic  exports,  in  1806 


either,  the  people  at  large  will  not  be  very  sorry, 
for  it  was  the  original  cause  of  the  war) — but  the 
following  would  more  fairly  and  honestly  shew 
the  real  stale  of  things — 

Exports  of  native  produce  in  1806 
(as  shewn  below) 

ditto  1813 


Deduct  55  per  cent,  for  southern  produce, 
included  in  the  above. 


$6,621,596 


3,641,9.32 


Difference  only 


Net  export  of  New-England  produce  7 ca0  0>70  ~rA 
in  1806,  from  all  Massachusetts,  5 
$2;979,764jYettheHartfor(t  convention  committee  have  the  au- 
1,513,000 1 dacitv  as  well  as  the  folly  to  represent  to  the  public, 
’ that  Massachusetts  really  exported,  of  her  own  pro- 


1,466,764  ! ducts,  $21,199,243. 
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Proceedings  of  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 

Friday,  January  13.  Mr.  Smith , from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  were  referred  the  amendments  of  the 
house  to  the  Dill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  of  America,  reported 
the  same  with  a number  of  amendments. 

[The  amendments  to  the  amendments  of  the  house 
propose  to  increase  the  fixed  capital  of  the  Bank 
from  thirty  to  thirty  five  millions  of  dollars;  to  m ike 
the  capital  consist  of  shares  of  four  hundred  instead 
of  one  hundred  dollars  each;  that  the  five  millions 
proposed  to  be  added  to  the  capital,  shall  be  added 
also  o>  the  amount  subscribe ble  in  public  debt;  to 
disagree  to  the  proposition  of  the  house  for  striking 
out  the  section  winch  authorises  suspension  of  pay- 
ments in  specie;  to  agr^e  to  the  section  which  com- 
pels the  bank  to  commence  its  operations  before  the 
first  day  of  January,  and  to  disagree  to  that  which 
proposes  to  authorise  a committee  of  congress  at  any 
time  to  examine  the  books,  &c.  prescribes  the  course 
of  proceeding  in  the  courts  against  the  bank  in  case 
of  violation  of  its  charter.] 

Saturday,  Jan.  14.  The  senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  their  select  committee 
on  the  amendments  received  from  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives to  the  bill  “to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  bank  of  the  United  States  ot  Ame- 
rica.” 

On  the  proposition  to  make  the  fixed  capital  of 
the  Bank  thirty  five  (instead  of  thirty  millions,  as 
proposed  by  th**  house)  'here  were — 

For  the  increase — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bibb,  Chase,  Con- 
dit,  Giles,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Turner,  Varnum,  Walker,  Wharton— 17. 

Against  it. — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gail- 
lanl,  German,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Maso^, 
Thompson,  Wells.— 14. 

On  the  proposition  to  encrease  by  five  millions  the 
amount  of  public  debt  on  war  stock  to  be  subscribu- 
ble  to  the  bank,  the  vote  was  precisely  the  same  as 
the  above. 

After  making  further  progress  in  the  discussion, 
the  senate  adjourned  before  they  had  gone  through 
the  bill. 

Monday,  Jan.  16.  Mr.  Fromentin,  presented  the 
petition  of  sundry  midshipmen  in  the  navy  ot  the 
United  States,  remonstrating  against  the  practice 
of  promoting  and  commissioning  sailing  masters  to 
the  rank  of  iieutenants  in  the  navy;  which  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  on  military  affairs, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  resolution  moved  by  Mr. 
Varnum,  proposing  to  detach  a body  of  militia  £s>r 
nine  months’  service,  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read: 

“ Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  pass  a bill  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  upon  the  principles  of  the  said  resolution.” 

Tiie  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject of  the  bank  bill. 

Various  questions  relating  to  the  amendments  and 
re-amendments  to  the  same,  were  decided  by  the 
yeas  and  nays;  among  which  were  the  following: 

On  the  question  to  reinstate  in  the  bill  the  section 
authorizing  a suspension,  in  certain  cases,  of  pay- 
ment in  specie  by  the  Bank  (which  section  was 
stricken  out  by  the  house  of  representatives)  the 
vo'es  were  as  follow: 

For  retaining  the  section— M^srs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bibb, 
Chase.  Condit,  Howell.  Lacock,  Morrow,  Rolans,  Robinson,  Smith, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Tum'-r,  V irmim,  Walker,  Wharton.— 17. 

Against  it.— Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fmmeniiu,  GaillanI, 
German.  Giles,  Gore,  Horsv*y,  Hunter,  Kerr,  King.  Lambert, 
Mason,  Thompson,  Wells. — 16. 

The  senate  having  then  agreed  to  some  and  disa- 
greed to  others  of  the  amendments  of  the  house, 
the  same  were  returned  to  the  house. 


HOI'S R OF  ntPRF.SENTA*riVES. 

Friday  Jan.  13. — The  house  resumed  the  conside- 
ration of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  bill  for  quieting  and  adjusting  claims  to  land 
on  the  Mississippi  territory. 

[This  bill  provides  a mode  of  settlement  of  claims 
to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  north  of  the 
3ist  degree  of  latitude,  derived  from  grants  or  pa- 
tents issued  by  the  British  government.] 

The  question  for  engrossing  the  bill  was  lost — 
ayes  70,  nays  71 . 

The  house  then  in  committee  of  the  whole,  spent 
some  time  on  the  bill  to  raise  certain  companies  of 
rangers. 

Saturday,  Jan.  14. — Mr.  Eppes  reported  a bill  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  laying  duties  on  licences  to 
distillers  (explanatory  of  the  provision  authorising 
a remission  of  the  duty  in  cases  of  stills  being  burnt) 
— which  was  twice  read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading.  • 

Mr.  E.  also  reported  a bill  to  amend  tiie  act  for 
laying  the  direct  tax,  and  the  act  for  laying  taxes 
on  household  furniture  (extending  the  time  to  which 
the  first  should  take  effect,  from  the  first  day  of  Feb. 
to  the  first  of  April,  and  the  time  in  which  the  other 
shall  be  carried  into  effect  from  February  to  May.) 
This  bill  was  also  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a third  time. 

Mr.  Jackson  of  Va.  from  the  militia  committee, 
reported  a bill  to  amend  the  act  more  effectually  to 
provide  for  the  national  defence  by  establishing  an 
uniform  militia  in  the  United  Slates.  [This  bill 
prescribes  certain  regulations,  for  a general  organi- 
zation of  the  militia,  to  take  place  within  one  year 
from  the  date  of  its  passage,  under  the  direction  ot* 
the  several  state  legislatures;  among  which  is  the 
arrangement  of  the  militia  of  each- state  (where  it 
has  not  already  been  done)  into  divisions,  to  consist 
of  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  three  brigades, 
having  one  major  general  to  each  division,  the  divi- 
sions when  infield  to  rank  according  to  their  num- 
bers, the  lowest  number  to  be  highest  in  rank,  8cc. 
The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed.] 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  raising  of  certain  com- 
panies of  mounted  rangers  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading. 

Monday  Jan.  16.  Many  private  petitions  were 
presented  and  referred. 

Mr.  Troup  from  the  military  committee,  reported 
a recommendation  that  the  house  insist  on  that  u- 
mendmeat,  proposed  by  them,  to  the  volunteer  bill, 
which  provides  that  state  corps  (to  be  accepted  in 
pursuance  of  this  bill  into  the  service  of  the  United 
Slates)  shall  be  received  in  lieu  of  a like  number  ot" 
militia,  which  shall  at  any  time  be  required  from 
the  state  which  offers  them;  and,  also  on  the  amend- 
ment which  varies  or  extends  the  descriptions  ot* 
rifles  which  the  volunteers  may  use. 

And  the  house  determined  to  insist  thereon  Ac- 
cordingly. 

The  several  bills  ordered  on  Saturday  to  be  en- 
grossed  for  a third  reading,  were  read  a third  time 
and  passed-  [Among  these  was  the  bill  authorising 
the  raising  of  sixteen  companies  of  rangers,  to  serve 
as  mounted  men  or  otherwise,  for  the  defence  cf 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  and  repeal  the 
acts  now  in  force  for  hat  purpose.] 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Macon  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  for  the  settlement  of  the  Yazoo 
claims;  which  occasioned  considerable  discussion. — 
Tne  committee  rose,  before  having  goue  through  the 
same,  aiul  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  17. — Mr.  Kb  bourn  of  Ohio,  yester- 
day reported  from  a select  committee  a bill  fo?  the 
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more  effectual  protection  of  the  north  western  fron- 
tier, by  granting-  donations  of  land  to  aciual  settlers 
thereon — The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a report  from 
the  post-master  general,  on  the  several  petitions  re- 
monstrating against  the  transportation  and  opening 
the  mail  on  the  Sabbath,  which  have  been  referred 
to  him.  [The  report  is  an  able  one,  adverse  to  the 
prayer  of  the  petitions. — We  shall  hereafter  publish 
it.]  The  report  was  read  and  referred  to  the  post 
office  committee. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Yazoo  claims  being  demanded,  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a third  time. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  18. — Mr.  Yancey  made  a report, 
from  the  committee  of  claims,  on  the  petition  of 
Joshua  Penny,  (the  pilot  who  was  taken  from  Long 
Island)  stating,  that,  although  the  committee  depre- 
cate and  abhor  such  cruel  and  unheard  of  conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  the  case  cannot  be  distin- 
guished from  the  mass  of  similar  sufferings  inflicted 
by  the  enemy,  and  therefore  recommending  that  the 
petition  be  not  granted. — Concurred  in. 

Mr.  Kilbourr.  offered  for  consideration  the  follow- 
ing resolutions: 

liesolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  lay- 
ing and  collecting  an  income  tax  from  such  people 
of  the  United  States  as  have  capital  vested  in  pub- 
lic or  any  kind  of  stock,  or  in  private  loans,  or  in 
any  other  way  yielding  profits  to  the  owner;  and  on 
those  who  are  engaged  in  professional  or  other  em-j 
ployments,  producing  an  annual  income,  exceeding 
a certain  amount,  which  the  said  committee  may 
think  proper  to  fix;  it  being  intended  that  this  en- 
quiry shall  extend  only  to  such  capital  and  employ- 
ments as  are  not  taxed  by  any  existing  laws. 

liesolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  tax 
upon  the  income,  or  dividends,  of  the  capital  vested 
in  the  several  banking  institutions  within  the  United 
States,  on  which  a tax  is  now  imposed  by  law  of 
congress. 

The  house  refused  to  consider  the  resolutions — for 
it  60,  against  it,  66. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
message  from  the  senate  announcing  their  amend- 
ments to  the  amendments  of  tins  house  to  the  bill 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  of  the  bank  of  the  U- 
nited  States  of  America. 

The  first  amendment  having  been  stated,  which 
proposes  to  make  the  capital  of  the  bank  thirty-five. 
millions  instead  of  thirty  millions — 

There  was  a great  deal  of  talking  about  it,  pro 
and  con , and  finally,  the  amendment  was  voted  down, 
80  for  and  87  against  it. 

The  other  material  amendments  were  also  disa- 
greed to,  after  debate. 

Among  others,  was  the  amendment  going  to  rein- 
state the  payment-in-specie-suspending  section,  on 
which  the  vote  was  as  follows: 

For  reinstating  it  80 

Against  it  85 

So  the  house  refused  to  reinstate  that  section. 

The  house;  after  agreeing  to  some  trivial  amend-  j 
ments,  determined  to  insist  on  those  of  their  amend- 
ments to  which  the  senate  has  disagreed;  and  the 
house  adjourned. 

0f  gUftiri 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

New -Orleans. — The  entire  failure  of  the  mail 
from  New -Orleans,  leaves  irs  in  painful  uncertainty 


as  to  the  fate  of  that  interesting  city.  Such  failures 
frequently  happen  in  the  winter  season,  but  that  it 
should  have  occurred  just  now  is  peculiarly  morli- 
fying.  In  tae  mean  time,  supposition  takes  the  place 
of/aez,  and  the  safety  or  fall  of  that  place  is  spoken 
of  as  the  wishes  or  fears  of  the  people  lead  them  td 
hope  or  expect. 

Our  last  accounts  were  of  the  17th  ult.  Since  then 
we  have  nothing  from  New-Orleans— but  the  follow- 
ing is  interesting  and  important. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a citizen  of  Ohio , at  Baton 

Rouge,  to  a member  of  congress. 

December  18. 

“ All  is  confusion  and  preparation  to  go  to  the 
scene  of  action.  An  express  has  just  arrived,  stating 
that  the  British  forces  are  landing  18  miles  from 
New-Orleans,  to  take  that  place.*  Gen.  Coffee,  with 
the  mounted  Tennesseeans,  passed  hei'e  yesterday  in 
high  spirits.  Gen.  Carroll,  with  the  Kentuckians 
and  other  Tennesseeans,  about  three  thousand  strong, 
passed  here  this  morning  in  boats,  and  will  beat  jVew- 
Orleans  in  18  or  24  hours.  Gen.  Jackson  and  his  forces 
were  yesterday,  at  11  o'clock,  ut  the  city.  The  militia 
general,  Thomas,  has  just  received  an  order,  by  ex- 
press, that  the  militia  must  turn  out  en  masse  and 
proceed  on.” 

“ 2 o’clock.  The  mail  not  being  yet  gone,  I have 
just  time  to  say,  that  every  additional  information 
confirms  the  above.  The  volunteers  are  turning 
out  lively.” 

An  express  arrived  at  Milled  gevi  He  on  the  5th 
instant  to  his  excellency  governor  Early,  with  the 
following  intelligence: 

From  general  Winchester  to  general  JW In  tosh. 

Mobile,  20th  Decembor,  1814. 

“Tile  enemy  has  assembled  his  fleet  at  Ship  Island, 
consisting  of  120  or  130  of  all  descriptions,  and  his 
land  force  is  stated  to  be  from  six  to  eight  thousand. 
On  the  15th  inst.  he  captured  five  gun-boats,  near 
the  entrance  of  the  pass  of  St.  Joseph,  and  on  the 
same  day  150  boats  and  barges  full  of  men  were  seen 
standing  a course  which  indicated  an  intention  of 
attacking  New-Orleans. 

“If  he  succeeds  or  not  in  that  project,  this  place 
will  be  his  next  aim  as  the  key  to  india*  influence. 
Therefore,  permit  me  to  repeat  my  solicitations  for  a 
reinforcement  of  one  or  t-uo  regiments,  to  be  hastened 
forward  by  forced  marches.  A few  days  gained  by 
celerity  of  movement,  may  insure  victory,  when  with- 
out it  the  conflict  may  be  doubtful.” 

General  JWIniosh  to  governor  Early. 

Wllbin  15  miles  of  Chatabooche,  1st  January. 

“No  exertions  on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  to 
press  forward  with  all  the  activity  that  I can,  to  en- 
deavor to  be  in  time  to  afford  my  best  efforts  to  save 
our  country  from  the  polluting  foot  of  a cruel  and 
oppressive  foe. 

“I  have  received  information  which  I believe  to 
be  correct,  that  major  Blue  received  intelligence  of 
the  Red  Sticks,  or  hostile  Creeks  who  flew  from 
Pensaeola  at  the  approach  of  general  Jackson’s  arm}', 
being  situated  on  an  island  which  they  had  recourse 
to  as  a temporary  safety  from  pursuit. 

“The  mode  of  his  acquiring  this  information  was 
from  two  of  his  Choctaw  indians,  being  sent  out  to 
endeavor  to  get  some  information  of  their  situation, 
who  spoke  the  Creek  language. 

“They  met  with  two  of  them  who  had  crossed  over 
to  the  main  land  in  boats  to  kill  cattle.  The  Choc- 
taw's appeared  friendly  until  they  acquired  the  ne- 
cessary intelligence;  they  then  killed  and  scalped 
j the  Indians  and  returned  to  major  Blue,  who  imiue-- 

j * This,  we  presume,  is  not  correct — our  letters  of 
the  17 tli  make  no  mention  of  it. 
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diately  took  advantage  of  those  boats,  and  passed 
Ilia  command  over  on  the  island  in  the  course  of  the 
night,  killed  and  captured  the  whole,  except  3 or^  9, 
that  made  their  escape  in  another  boat  they  had.” 

^3?  Various  letters  from  New-Orlsans  of  the  16th 
are  published,  but  we  gather  from  them  no  particu- 
lars worthy  of  note,  that  were  not  stated  in  our  last 
paper;  except  that  they  appear  to  concur  in  believ- 
ing the  city  is  safe.  The  people  were  arming  with 
great  alacrity — order  prevailed,  and  Jackson  was  all 
life,  activity  and  animation. 

Qj*A  letter  from  Rhea  C.  H.  (Ten.)  says  it  stated 
“that  a vessel  of  war  escorting  transports  had  at- 
tempted to  land  their  troops  fourteen  miles  east  of 
Mobile  Point,  (Fort  Bowyer)  but  was  repulsed  by 
the  American  forces  in  that  quarter.” 

* **  For  ourselves  we  believe  that  the  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky  troops  must  have  arrived  at  SYexv  Or- 
leans before  an  attack  could  have  been  made;  and,  of 
course,  we  calculate  lh.it  if  the  enemy  attempted 
the  place,  he  has  been  beaten. 

National  Bank.  The  bill  to  establish  a national 
bank  is  still  bandied  about,  like  a shuttlecock,  be- 
tween the  two  houses  of  congress,  and  vill  probably 
fall  to  the  ground  in  its  (light  from  one  to  the  other. 
Such  a bank  is  proper  or  it  is  inexpedient — the  peo- 
ple think  that  time  enough  has  been  spent  to  ascer- 
tain its  quality  ; and  it  is  earnestly  to  be  wished  that 
it  should  either  be  passed  or  rejected.  It  does  not 
become  the  nature  of  this  work,  or  the  rule  of  con- 
duct that  its  editor  has  prescribed  to  himself,  to  im- 
press the  general  idea  that  prevails  in  the  society  he 
mixes  with,  as  to  the  Uilkings  and  notions  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  at  a time  when  action  is 
so  much  required  ; much  less  to  show  how  the  mi- 
nority governs. 

If,  however,  the  bank  is  to  be  established  with  a 
requisition  that  it  shall  redeem  its  notes  with  specie, 
much  will  the  day  of  its  institution  be  lamented! 
In  the  present  state  of  affairs,  it  would  act  as  a mere 
collector  of  the  precious  metals  for  the  British , and 
certainly  become  bankrupt  in  less  than  six  months. 
— It  is  an  indubitable  fact,  that  persons  are  em- 
ployed in  the  United  States  to  drain  us  «f  every  spe- 
cie dollar,*  and  I have  very  little  doubt,  if  the  war! 
lasts,  and  this  bank  is  constituted  as  proposed  by  the  j 
house  of  representatives,  that  silver  and  geld  will  J 
be  purchased  at  a premium  of  59  per  cent.  How  can  j 
Great  Britain  more  cheaply  prosecute  the  war,  than 
by  undermining  our  credit,  in  draining  off  the  basis 
of  it?  Who  does  not  believe  there  are  many  a- 
mong  us  that  would  gladly  co-operate  to  ruin  the; 
finances  of  the  nation,  and  thereby  compel  us  to  make  j 
peace  on  any  terms,  especially,  if  they  themselves! 
made  a profit  by  it?  He  who  'recollects  the  efforts : 
and  sacrifices,  of  paper,  made  by  IVilliam  Pill  inj 
(I  believe)  1797,  to  draw  specie  from  Germany,  may) 
calculate  where  the  more  prodigal  Castlereugh  will l 
stop  to  exhaust  the  United  States.  Can  it  be  sup-| 
posed  that  an  American  congress,  fearful  that  his 
lordship  would  not  soon  enough  accomplish  Ids  o!>- ! 
ject,  shall  establish  an  institution  to  consummate  his  i 


* Mr.  Bibb  stated  in  the  senate,  a few  days  ago,  i 
that  one  of  the  departments  of  the  government  had! 
already  obtained  possession  of  a contract  for  fur- 
nishing the  enemy  with  an  amount  of  specie  equal 
probably  to  that  now  in  the  country,  entered  into  by 
a certain  individual  or  individuals  and  an  agent  or 
agents  of  the  British  government. 

. 1 *ie  effect  that  this,  or  similar  contracts,  have  al- 
ready had,  has  done  more  injury  to  the  United  States, 
than  the  “Great  Lord,”  with  ail  the  army  lie  had  in 
\bain } could  hare  done. 


plan? — Can  we  suspect  that  any  voted  on  the  bank 
bill  with  a sole  view  to  this  purpose? 

If  the  bank  has  specie  for  its  basis,  its  notes  will 
soon  receive  the  conlldcnce  of  the  people;  and,  the 
large  sums  to  be  collected  in  taxes  and  duties  will 
force  their  circulation,  if  force  should  be  required, 
to  tiie  necessary  amount.  The  bank  of  England 
has  not  paid  specie  for  many  years,  and  probably 
never  will — but  a national  bank  here,  with  six  milli- 
ons snug  in  its  vaults,  would  the  very  day  that 
peace  should  be  made,  commence  payment  in  spe- 
cie; and,  by  the  altered  state  of  tilings,  be  enabled 
to  redeem  all  its  notes  with  that  fidelity  and  promp- 
titude which  has  generally  distinguished  such  insti- 
tutions in  this  country. 

Actual  blockade.  Liverpool,  Oct.  30. — A go- 
vernment vessel  laden  with  gun  powder,  was  chased 
into  Wexford  a fewday3  since,  by  an  American  pri- 
vateer, which  has  prevented  several  vessels  from 
sailing  for  that  port. 

[The  preceding  article  is  inserted  in  Lloyd’s  lists* 
of  Nov.  4.  Queerer  things  than  this  will  appear  be- 
fore the  first  of  May.] 

Platts nuRo,  Sec. — Major-general  Mooers,  of  the 
New-York  militia,  and  major-general  Strong,  of 
Vermont,  have  ordered  their  divisions  to  hold  them- 
selves in  instant  readiness  to  meet  the  enemy,  ex- 
pected to  make  a second  incursion.  From  what 
we  see,  if  the  attempt  is  made  it  is  probable  that 
the  British  may  again  be  foiled  and  get  a sound  drub- 
bing into  the  bargain ; to  which  they  are  very  wel- 
come. 

Drvisiox  orders — Plattsburg,  Jan.  5,  1815. — Tl»e 
general  has  received  information  that  the  enemy  is 
making  preparations  for  a winter  campaign,  and  it 
is  possible  he  may  attempt  the  reduction  of  this- 
post,  or  the  destruction  of  our  flotilla  at  Whitehall. 
The  general  therefore  directs  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  division  under  hi9  command,  to  be  complete- 
ly equipped  and  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  as- 
semble at  a moment’s  warning,  at  any  point  to  which 
they  may  be  called,  and  expel  the  enemy,  should  he 
again  invade  our  territory.  The  general  also  di reals' 
all  those  of  his  division  who  reside  near  the  line,  to 
be  particularly  attentive  to  the  movements  of  the 

1 enemy,  and  to  give  the  earliest  information  to  him, 
or  the  commanding  officer  at  this  post,  of  any  step^ 

! which  would  indicate  an  invasion  of  the  United 

Slates.  And  the  general  again  particularly  enjoins 
it  on  all  those  able  to  bear  arms  on  the  borders  of 
lake  Champlain  and  its  vicinity,  to  be  in  perfect 
readiness,  and  promptly  to  take  the  field,  should 
their  countrry  require  their  services. 

The  general  regrets  the  necessity  which  compels 
him  to  call  upon  those  officers  commanding  brigades, 
who  have  not  made  their  annual  returns,  to  do  it 
without  delay. 

By  order  of  m a i or- general  Mooers. 

R.  II.  WALWORTH,  aid-de-camp „ 
NAVAL. 

From  59  to  70  private  armed  vessels  have  sailed 
from  the  United  Siales  within  a few  weeks  last  past, 
asid  they  are  still  “tumbling”  out  from  all  quarters, 
though  gov.  Gore,  in  a speech  to  the  legislature  of 
Massachusetts  said,  was  owing  to  the  forbear- 
ance and  cLEMEXcr  of  the  British  that  we  are  teu- 
suttkd  to  have  a ship  on  the  ocean.” 

We  have  also  the  pleasure  to  notice  many  valua- 
ble arrivals. 

On  the  8th  instant  no  less  than  twelve  vessels  en- 
tered the  rigidly  blockaded  port  of  Charleston,  S.C. 
viz.  1 from  the  West  Indies  ; i from  Massachusetts; 

2 from  New  York  ; 1 from  Philadelphia;  and  the  rest 
from  Savannah,  Georgetown,  ike. 

A letter  from  New  York,  published  in  the  Haiti- 
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more  Federal  Gazette,  of  Monday  last,  says — “We 
are  surprised  to  find  government  fitting  out  small 
craft  and  letting  the  President,  Hornet  and  Peacock 
remain  rotting  in  port.  The  new  secretary  of  the 
navy  I hope  will  order  things  better.” 

Now,  the  very  day  that  this  was  written  4 he  "rot- 
ting” frigate  went  to  sea,  accompanied  by  several 
small  armed  vessels. 

A Spanish  schooner  lately  sailed  from  Newport, 
with  a cargo  of  corn  and  live  stock  on  deck! 

The  British  frigate  Psyche,  to  carry  56  guns,  was 
launched  at  Kingston,  or  the  25th  ult.  This  vessel 
came  out  in  frame  from  England  last  summer. 
Great  activity  in  building  also  exists  at  Sackett’s 
Harbor,  with  a view  to  a command  of  the  lake  next 
summer. 

There  is  no  truth  in  the  report  of  the  affair  be- 
tween the  Constitution  and  Maidstone. 

Treasury  notes,  says  a Richmond  paper  of  Jah. 
10,  are  rising  fast  in  our  market.  They  were  sold 
yesterday,  not  merely  dt  their  nominal  value,  but 
with  the  interest  added. 

Peace  Rumors.  The  commander  of  the  British 
government  schooner  Dominica,  with  despatches  for 
admiral  Hotham,  of  the  Spencer  74,  reported  that  a 
packet  had  arrived  from  Halifax  ; that  the  mails 
were  not  opened  when  he  sailed — but  he  said,  “we 
expect  peace  with  America  immediately.” 

A letter  from  Canandaigua,  (N.  Y.)  to  a gentle- 
man in  Albany,  dated  January  3,  says — “We  have 
no  news  here,  except  that  some  British  deserters 
have  come  in,  and  swear  that  before  they  decamped, 
a proclamation  or  general  order  was  read  to  the 
troops,  stating,  that  preliminaries  of  peace  had  been 
signed  by  the  American  and  British  plenipotentia- 
ries.” 

Foreign  news.  By  the  arrival  of  a “flyer,”  from 
Lisbon  with  a rich  cargo  at  Philadelphia,  we  have 
London  dates  of  November  15 — but  the  papers  do 
not  appear  to  mention  any  thing  of  importance,  as  to 
peace  or  war.  The  following  remarks  from  the 
Morning  Chronicle,  on  the  president’s  message  at 
the  meeting  of  congress,  has  some  interest — 

“The  message  of  the  president  will  be  read  with 
serious  attention.  The  free  and  confident  language 
with  which  he  speaks  of  the  barbarous  system  of 
warfare  which  we  are  waging-  against  defenceless 
towns,  and  buildings  proper  only  for  civil  purposes, 
proves  the  state  of  public  feeling  in  America  to  be 
strongly  and  generally  roused  against  us.  When  we 
look  back  to  the  high  rank  in  point  of  martial  cha- 
racter which  we  held  in  April  last,  by  the  glorious 
achievment  of  our  army  in  the  peninsula,  and  when, 
by  a sort  of  miracle,  our  perseverance  in  the  con- 
test with  Bonaparte,  against  the  judgment  of  the  al- 
lied sovereigns,  was  crowned  with  success,  tec  feci 
mortified  arid  degraded,  on  viewing  the  station  which 
we  now  hold  in  the  eyes  of  Europe.  The  conduct  of 
our  government  in  the  little  miserable  -war  - with  the 
United  States , lias  tarnished  the  glory  we  obtained. 
The  Liliputian  navy  and  the  raw  militia  of  America, 
have  triumphed  over  our  feeble,  ill-advised  and  ill- 
directed  efforts.  On  the  ocean,  read,  even  on  our  own 
coasts,  we  have  been  insulted  with  impunity,  through 
the  total  ignorance  of  our  marine  department ; and 
on  the  American  shores,  the  impolitic  and  unjusti- 
fiable devastation  committed,  on  houses,  which  were 
truly  regarded  as  monuments  of  the  arts,  has  united 
all  parties  against  us  in  the  states,  and  has  roused 
the  indignation  of  the  enlightened  and  civilized  part 
of  Europe.  What  advantage  to  the  real  objects  of 
the  war  could  we  propose  to  ourselves  by  this  petty 
depredation .?  if  it  were  even  true  that  the  Americans 
set,  the  first  example  of  violence  and  plunder,  is  it 


honorable  in  a great  nation  to  act  from  the  principle 
of  revenge  ? 

“But  the  most  lamentable,  and  the  weakest  part 
of  the  conduct  of  ministers  is,  that  having  set  up 
pretensions  to  a new  boundary,  which  was  sure  to 
inflame  ihe  hostility  of  the  Americans,  and  to  draw 
forth  all  their  resources  against  us,  we  made  unade- 
quate  exertions  to  enforce  the  claims  we  set  up,  but 
suffered  the  whole  year  to  pass  over  with  petty  expe- 
ditions, and  with  reinforcements  sent  in  driblets, 
while  all  remonstrances  from  our  friends  in  Canada 
were  disregarded,  our  brave  troops  left  in  helpless 
inferiority,  with  an  impotent  indecisive  commander, 
and  the  very  possessions  that  we  hold  endangered 
bv  the  protraction  of  the  contest. 

“These  things,  we  trust,  will  come  next  week 
with  becoming  force  from  the  mouths  of  cur  repre- 
sentatives, and  will  be  the  subject  of  a strict  enquiry- 
in  to  the  conduct  of  the  ministers.” 

The  London  papers — the  public  prints  of  the 
“ world’s  metropolis ” — the  enlightened  “glorious  Lon- 
don”— have  been  stuffed  for  several  months  past,  with 
column  after  column,  respecting  an  old  hag,  or  fool, 
called  Johanna  Southcoat — that  was  about  to  bring 
forth  the  real  Messiah,  by  a “miraculous  visitation!” 
“The  time  has  gone  by”  when  the  creature  was  to 
have  been  delivered  ; but  in  an  address  of  soma 
length,  she  advises  the  “believers  in  her  visitation” 
to  hold  fast  to  their  faith,  for  the  thing  may  yet  hap- 
pen ! Our  readers  will  hardly  believe  that  this  miser- 
able wretch  lias  been  almost  worshipped  by  thousands 
of  the  British  populace,  and  that  grave  and  reverend 
gentlemen  have  so  far  attended  to  ihe  affair  as  to 
make  solemn  reports  as  to  the  pregnancy,  or  probable 
pregnancy  of  the  beldam. 

Tennessee. — ft  is  impossible  to  render  due  credit 
to  the  people  of  Tennessee,  for  the  promptitude 
with  which  they  have  marched  on  all  occasions  to 
meet  the  enemy.  Only  think  of  it — one-third  of  the 
whole  militia  of  the  state , at  one  time,  under  arms — 
not  to  defend  the  spot  they  reside  on,  but  ready  to 
go  any  where  to  avenge  the  injured  republic,  and 
meet  and  punish  the  barbarian  foe!  It  appears  an 
established  fact,  that  during  the  late  heavy  requi- 
sitions almost  as  many  offered  themselves  as  svbsti - 
tvtes  as  the  whole  number  called  for.  A youth  to 
vThom  a man  applied  for  his  place,  in  reply  stated 
that  he  “would  not  take  twenty-five  dollars  for  it!” 
Aye,  and  these  Tennesseeans  are  men  that  \x\W  fight. 
Ilad  the  same  spirit  universally  prevailed,  the  Bri- 
tish territories  on  this  continent  Would  long  since 
have  been  confined  to  the  frozen  regions  about 
Baffin's  bay.  The  east  may  be  a place  of  wisdom , 
but.  patriotic  strength  is  in  the  west. 

Anti-traitors.  The  selectmen  of  Foultncy,  (Vt.) 
have  advertised  a meeting,  and  an  enrolment  of  vo- 
lunteers is  to  be  made  in  that  town,  to  meet  the 
sleighs  our  traitors  furnish,  if  the  enemy  dare  to  en- 
gage in  a winter  invasion,  and  to  Macomb  or  Bur- 
goyne  them,  before  they  reach  Whitehall. 

May  Heaven  favor  the  design  and  inspire  our 
towns,  extensively  to  follow  the  laudable  example 
of  Pouliney. 

Ajiema. — On  the  29th  ult.  there  arrived  at  Ame- 
lia a French  ship  from  Nantz  with  a cargo  of  wine, 
a Swedish  ship  from  Bristol,  Eng.  with  a cargo  ®!* 
sundries,  and  a Russian  ship  from  Liverpool  with  a 
cargo  of  salt. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

(T/-  From  the  proceedings  of  the  senate  on  Thurs- 
day it  appears  probable  that  the  alterations  of  the 
Bank  bill  as  made  by  the  house  of  representatives* 
will  be  agreed  to. 
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New-Englaricl  Convention. 

No.  V; 

Proposition  tuf.  second.  The  * 'friends  Apf  com- 
merce” and  of  “peace  f as  aforesaid,  under  the  ma- 
lignity of  Great  Britain , are  the  cause  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war. 

PROPOSITION  THE  SECOND. 

Having’,  in  my  opinion,  fully  established  the  first 
proposition,  E shall  proceed  to  a brief  considera- 
tion of  the  second. 

It  is  universally  known  that  the  causes  for  which 
we  declared  war  are  no  obstruction  to  peace.  The 
practice  of  blockade  and  of  impressment  having1  ceased 
by  the  general  pacification  of  Europe , our  govern- 
ment is  content  to  leave  the  principle  as  it  was*— re- 
ferring its  settlement  to  some  future  arrangement, 
or  the  common  opinion  of  the  civilized  world — or,  in 
reserving  the  right  again  to  resist  both*  or  either,  if 
repeated,  hereafter.  Great  Britain  may  pretend  to 
what  she  pleases.  The  papal  title  of  her  king,  “ De- 
fender of  the  [Roman  Catholic]  faith ,”  affects  not  the 
catholics  one  way  :or  another ; though  it  does  not 
seem  becoming  that  his  own  priests  should  “pray 
lustily’  for  the  downfall  of  that  faith  which  he 
proudly  announces  himself  to  be  the  “defender”  of; 
and  the  king  may,  if  he  pleases,  with  a gun  boat 
stationed  in  the  L ike  of  the  Woods,  declare  he  has 
a right  to  blockade  all  the  “coasts,  rivers,  harbors, 
outlets  and  inlets”  of  the  Atlantic,  Pacific  and  In- 
dian Oceans,  and  to  impress  all  of  us,  men,  women 
and  children,  on  land  or  on  water,  provided  only  lie 
keeps  his  “hands  off,”  abstaining  from  the  practice. 
We  will  not  quarrel  for  words:  Put  never  Can  we 
acknowledge  those  things  as  his  “right.”  Ilis  pre- 
tensions will  stand  for  just  as  much  as  they  are 
worth,  and  time  will  ascertain  their  boundaries  and 
fix  their  landmarks.  Nevertlieles,  I take  it  for  grant- 
ed, that  there  is  not  one  man  in  the  United  States, 
that  Effects  the  character  of  an  American , who 
is  prepared,  boldly  and  above-board,  to  admit  that 
the  practice  of  Great  Britain , in  respect  to  those 
things,  is  legal,  and  should  be  submitted  to.  The 
“illustrious  assembly”  lately  in  “grand  divan”  at 
Hartford , would  have  unanimously  resisted  such  an 
admission.  The  first  goes  to  the  full  and  complete 
regulation  of  all  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United 
States  ; and  the  latter  to  an  extinction  of  the  means 
of  carrying  on  that  part  of  it  G.  B.  might  feel  it  her 
interest  to  leave  us,  besides  making  us  absolute 
slaves.  It  is  true,  the  orders  in  council  have  been 
withdrawn  ; but  with  a proviso  to  renew  them  at 
discretion. 

Having,  as  before  observed,  and  for  the  reasons 
stated,  preferred  peace  on  the  terms  that  we  stood 
upon  before  the  war  was  declared,  we  have  no  fur- 
ther business  in  hostility  than  such  as  is  purelt  de- 
fensive ; while  that  of  Great  Britain  is  to  humble 
or  subdue  us.  The  war,  on  our  part,  has  become  a 
contest  for  Lfe,  liberty  and  property— an  the  part  of 
our  enemy,  of  revenge  or  ambition.  No  matter  for 
what  cause  it  was  waged — such  is  the  principle  of  its 
duration  ; and  one  might  have  thought  that  such  a 
late  of  things  would  have  united  the  whole  people 
vep  ulse  the  enemy.  But  alas  ! it  certainly  ai.- 

vofc.  vir. 


pears  tbit  the  more  outrageous  he  is,  the  more 
impudent  are  the  jacobins  to  distract  the  measures  of 
government  and  enkindle  the  spirit  of  p n-tv.  A bold 
faced  pensioner  some  time  ago  said,  that  "peace,  with* 
olit  a change  of  riders,  would  be  a cw'se and  it  ap* 
pears  probable  that  this  may  be  a rule  of  action  to 
the  jacobins — who,  to  use  the  strong  language  of  a 
friend,  "would  rather  send  themselves  and  their  country 
to  the  infernal  regions , where  they  would  have  a chance 
>f  promotion,  than  remain  here  ns  peace,  without1 
power.”  And,  indeed,  upon  a careful  investigation 
of  the  nature  of  the  war,  as  it  now  stands,  ■ cannot 
discover  any  other  principle  by  which  tin  . "orki 
They  tell  us,  they  want  peace  and  commerce.  So  do 
we  all.  Let  them  tell  vis  what  we  shall  offer  to  Great 
Britain  to  get  these  blessing's  ! I defy  the  most  impu- 
dent of  them,  (“the  gentlemen  who  wrote  the  Ana« 
lysis,”  excepted — famous  in  Henry's  disclosures)  <0 
to  say  he  would  go  further  than  oui*  governme  n has 
gone  in  the  work  of  conciliation.  When  I n 
man  clamor  for  peace,  ardently  desired  by  alt — l ask 
him,  how  he  would  proceed  to  obtain  it— what  lie 
would  do  that  our  ministers  at  Ghent  are  not  au- 
thorized to  do  l I have  put  these  questions  to  seve- 
ral, and  never  got  an  answer  but  once ; wiv-n  ihs 
jacobin  said,  he  would  get  it  by  changing  the pre  i* 
dent.  I put  to  him  tiie  1 if  le  mom  syllable  “H<  w l* 
and  he  was  silent.  But  this  is  a favorite  idea  wth  G, 
Britain  ; and  it  is  not  wonderful  that  her  pari u ms 
here  have  sometimes  the  baseness  to  think  of  sacrifi- 


cing the  right  of  suffrage  to  satisfy  her  demands.  Tito 
fact  is,  that  our  form  of  government  is  offensive,  and 
they  would  wish  it  changed.  The  very  men  that 
would  depose  Mr.  Madison,  as  the  price  of  peace,  arc 
the  people  that,  of  all  others,  abused  those  of  the* 
Spaniards  as  tuiitors  to  God  and  their  country,  who 
sided  with  Joseph  Bonaparte  ,*  pilt  on  the  throne  to 
secure  peace  between  France  and  Spain.  I am  not, 
perhaps,  the  most  ardent  admirer  of  Mr.  Madison— 
l have  thought  tlut  other  men  might  be  found  bet  tei* 
fitted  for  the  times  in  which  wel.ve,  (though  1 lem.o 
that  many  of  the  faults  attributed  to  him,  justly 
belong  to  congress;  whose  half-w*y  measures  at  the 
last,  and  disgraceful  waste  of  time  in  the  present 
session,  had  nearly  brought  the  country  to  ruin.)— 
Yet  were  he  to  me  the  most  offensive  of  beiilgs,  f 
would  aot  sacrifice  the  freedom  of  choice  in  the  peo-* 
pie,  or  violate  the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  Hi 
“depose  him,”  (as  the  “legitimate”  phrase  is)— anJ, 
though  l might  vote  against  him  myself,  l Cun  hat'd, 
ly  conceive  any  danger  that  t Would  not  encoiff.ter 
to  support  him  in  his  legal  authority*  against  the 
dictation,  or  power  of  a foreign  nation,  liifamous* 
indeed,  must  he  be,  that  would  suffer  iMo!cntjb» 
feigners  to  settle  domestic  political  differences. 

The  war  then,  on  our  part,  is  entirely  defensive— 
and  the  enemy  wages  it  with  a degree  of  barbarity 
unknown  to  the  history  of  modern  t imes.  He  allies 
himself  with  the  savages — he  allies  himself  with 
negro  slaves — lie  would  desolate  the  frontiers  with 
the  tomahawk,  and  give  up  the  interior  to  all  the? 
horrors  that  exterminated  the  white  population  of 
St.  Domingo.  He  avows  his  object,  to  "destroy  all 
places  assailable and  lias  per  termed  the  part  of  a 
Goth,  a perfect  finished  Got! i,  at  many.  He  duspist.J 
the  rules  and  practices  of  a civilized  nation,  and 
brings  us  back  to  the  usages  of  Zany- is  Khan  and 
W 
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Atlila.  What  then  are  we  lo  do?  Are  we  to  encou- 
rage hi  fin  b}'  divisions  among  ourselves — lo  hold  out 
the  hope  of  a separation  ot'  the  states  and  a civil  war 
— to  refuse  to  bring’  forth  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try against  him— to  make  a sort  of  indirect  bar- 
gain with  him  that  he  may  do  what  he  pleases  with 
certain  parts  of  the  United  Styles,  provided  lie  shali 
not  touch  other  parts?  I did  think  that  in  a defensive 
-war — *a  struggle  for  all  that  is  valuable — that  all 
parlies  would  have  united.  But  it  is  not  so — every 
measure  calculated  to  replenish  the  treasury  or 
raise  men,  is  opposed,  as  though  it  were  determined 
to  strike  the  “star  spangled  banner”  and  exalt  the 
bloody  cross.  Look  at  the  votes  and  proceedings  o! 
congress — and  mark  the  late  spirit  (now,  perhaps, 
“'laid'’  for  a time)  that  existed  in  Massachusetts,  and 
see  with  what  unity  of  action  every  thing  has  been 
done  to  harrass  and  embarrass  the  government.  Our 
loans  have  failed;  and  our  soldiers  have  wanted  then- 
pay,  because  those  who  had  the  greater  part  of  the 
monied  capital  covenanted  with  each  other  to  re  ' 
fuse  its  aid  to  the  country.  They  lnd  a right,  egedty , 
to  do  this;  and  perhaps,  also,  by  all  the  artifices  of 
trade  or  power  that  that  money  gave  them,  to  op* 
press  others  not  of  their  “stamp” and  depress  the 
national  credit — but  history  will  shock  posterity  by 
detailing  die  lengths  to  which  they  went  to  bankrupt 
the  republic;  ready  more  able  to  pay  its  debts  than 
any  nation  in  Christendom,  as  they  very  well  know. 

With  a perfect  knowledge  of  these  transactions, 
how  could  Great  Britain  be  better  encouraged  to 
persevere  in  the  War,  to  “ cripple  us  for  f ft y years,” 
us  ruffian  Cock  burn  declared  she  intended?  Divide 
et  imp&n  is  the  everlasting  principle  of  arbitrary 
p Tver.  Look  at  Britain’s  conduct  in  the  East-Indies. 
TVhs.t  is  the  fate  of  those  mad  native  princes  that 
leagued  with  her  against  other  native  powers?  All 
are  swallowed  up  in  one  common  vassalage ! The 
English  have  talked  of  the  inordinate  ambition  of 
jYapoleon  Bonaparte — V i l kinous  hypocrites! — all 
that  Bonaparte  attempted  in  Europe  was  but  a type  of 
what  they  themselves  had  done  in  Asia , where  they 
boast  of  from  sixty  to  eighty  millions  of  slaves.  What 
the  “ detestable  Napoleon”  did  was  angelic,  compared 
with  their  deeds  in  India — his  most  finished  crimes 
stood  forth  as  virtues,  when  contrasted  with  the 
stupendous  ruin  of  that  country  and  its  people. — 
Bonaparte  paid  reverence  to  Mahomet  in  Egypt — 
but  Great  Britain  derives  a revenue  from  human 
sacrifices  offered  to  an  idol  called  Juggernaut!  Such 
are  the  monsters  that  set  themselves  up  as  the  pre- 
servers of  the  religion , the  liberty  and  the  morals  of 
the  world! — Header,  these  are  solemn  and  serious 
truths;  and  no  man  will  dare  to  deny  them. 

“In  union  there  is  strength ,”  and  were  our  people 
united  the  war  would  immediately  end;  or,  be  pro- 
secuted with  different  success. 

If  the  negotiations  at  Ghent  shall  not  have  very 
considerably  advanced  before  the  news  of  the  “Hart- 
ford convention ” reaches  the  cabinet  of  London, 
am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  they  wilt  be  suspended, 
or  shuffled  off,  until  the  proceedings  are  known;,  for 
nothing  is  more  evident  than  that  the  War  is  prose- 
cuted for  revenge  or  ambition;  and  what,  under 
heaven,  is  so  well  calculated  to  aid  it,  as  the  ideas 
that  were  held  out  as  to  the  objects  of  that  assem- 
bly — “to  withhold  the  resources  of  the  J\\  E.  States  and 
make  a separate  peace!”  It  is  indubitable  that  she 
regards  us  with  envy  and  hate.  Our  manufactures 
and  commerce,  the  glory  of  our  little  navy  and  the 
steady  valor  of  our  urmy,  excite  horrid  sensations  in 
her  bosom.  She  beholds,  in  easy  perspective,  the 
.-wool  such  studied  Horn  beneath  her  lord  high  chan- 
cellor, ail  1 the  trident  grasped  from  the  hand  of  her 


7 ray”  and  she  is  quite  as  jealous  of  the  prosperity 
of  the  United  States,  as  the  “new  Englanders”  arc  of 
the  progressive  population  and  rich  products  of  the 
states  beyond  the  moun  airs;  and  the  old  and  new" 
England  j icobins  appear  perfectly  t:>  agree  in  ibis— - 
tiiat  a man  should  not  consult  his  own  happiness,  or 
interest,  as  to  the  place  of  his  location! 

While  this  convention  was  getting  up,  and  every 
thing  appeared  so  full  of  fight the  sou.  or 

MASSACHUSETTS  WAS  UNRESISTINGLY  TRODDEN  BY  A 
FOREIGN  ENEMY. 

To  Conclude — why  does  the  war  continue?  It  is 
not  the  fault  of  out  government — we  demand  no  ex- 
travagant thing.  I answer  the  question,  and  say — 
it  lasts  because  Great  Britain  depends  on  the  exertions 
of  her  “party”  m this  country  to  destroy  our  resources , 
and  compel  “unconditional  submission.” 

Thus  the  war  began , and  is  continued fo y our  divi- 
sions. 


Cotton  Spinning. 

[communicated.] 

It  is  a great  and,  at  this  moment,  an  interesting 
question  to  the  United  States — and  particularly  Ao- 
those  engaged  in  the  manufacture' of  cotton — can 
the  manufacture  of  cotton  be  carried  on  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  when  peace  shall  take  placer — The  follow  - 
ing  observations  having  a bearing  on  this  question, 
are  collected  principally  from  “Emporium  of  arts 
and  sciences,”  no.  2.  vol  4. 

In  the  years  1809  and  10  Great  Britain  imported 

981,397  bag3 the  average  of  these  two  years  is 

490,698  bags. 

In  another  page  of  that  work  the  imports  for  1809 
are  stated  in  pounds  at  98,436,810. 

Taking  this  last  mentioned  sum,  we  find  by  th  e 
same  work  that  41,477.520  lbs.  of  cotton  were  re- 
ceived from  “X.  America”  (United  S'ates,  it  is  pre- 
sumed) which  is  only  6,3.57,865  pounds  short  of  the 
half  of  the  whole  quantity  imported  in  that  year; 
and  as  the  imports  from  the  United  States  were 
88,126  bags  more  in  1830  than  in  1809,  we  may  rea- 
dily suppose  that  in  time  of  peace  Great  Britain  re- 
ceived one  half  her  supply  of  cotton- wool  from  hence 
— the  remainder  was  made  up  by  less  than  one  fourth 
of  the  whole  quantity  from  British  possessions,  the' 
remaining  one  fourth  was  foreign. 

$.  d. 

From  1781  to  1788,  the  averaged  price  of 
cotton-ivool  in  Great  Bfrtain  is  stated  at 
From  1788  to  1796  the  average  price  was 
The  average  to  1801,  rose,  to 

to  1807  it  declined  and  the 
average  was 
Of  1808  and  9 no  average  could  be  made 
on  account  of  the  fluctuation. 

Of  1810  the  average  as  near  as  could  be 
calculated  was  about  1 10 


2 2 5-8 
1 6 

2 7 1-2 
2 


Sterling  10  2 


Making  the  average  for  22  years,  45  cents  pel*  lb. 

From  1781  to  1788,  it  appears  that  the  British 
government  levied  no  duties  on  cotton-wool — but 
from  that  time  to  1810  the  duties  and  charges  con- 
tinued to  increase,  so  that,  in  that  year,  the  mercan- 
tile charges  are  stated  at  5d.  1-2  per  lb.  and  the  du- 
ties at  2d.  making  7d.  1-2  sterling  or  12  1-2  cents- 
per  lb.  and  reducing  the  averaged  price  as  above 
stated  to  32  1-2  cts  per  lb.  nett  to  the  grower  of 
cotton,  (supposing  exchange  at  par,  ov  taking  the 
averaged  sales  from  1807  to  10)  30  1-2  cents  per  lb. 


On 


seaman.  “Wj^twauju  the  course  of  empire  takes  its  British  plan 


an  average  of  3 years,  previous  to  1808,  the 
k plantation  charges  on  raising  one  pound  of 
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Insurance  5 per  cent. 

Sales  and  remittance  7 12  percent. 


IT,  (Terence  per  pound  in  favor  of  the  A- 


cotton  and  getting  it  ready  for  market,  were  cafcu-  To  the  American  manufacturer  one  and 
late  l at  7<l.  1-2  per  lb.  sterling,  but  since  that  time  undone  third  pound  cotton  at  33  cents, 
(owing  in  part  to  the  “American  decrees”)  the  plan-  Shipping  to  the  North  of  Europe  say 
ration  charges  4tre  admitted  as  a “broad  and  uncon- 
trovertible fact”  to  have  advanced  50  per  cent,  mak- 
ing the  expence  of  raising  and  preparing  1/6.  of  | 
cotton,  in  the  British  West  Indies,  c/10  1-2  sterling  I 
on  18  cents — leaving  to  the  planters  there  12  1-2  j 

cents  nett  for  thair  labor.  Since  1808  the  price  of^merican  manufacturer 
provisions  8cc.  in  the  West  Indies  must  have  expe- 
rienced a further  advance;  but  a peace  with  the 
United  States  may  restore  them  to  the  average  of 
1805,  6,  7. 

From  what  is  above  stated  we  find  that  the  merean*  j 
tile  charges  and  duties  on  a pound  of  cotton,  from* 
the  West  Indies  to  England,  is  about  12  1-2  per  lb.  i 
since  that  dale  an  additional  duty  of  about  1-2  il.  per  j 
lb.  has  been  laid  on  American  cotton,  making  some-) 
tiling  more  than  thirteen  cents  per  pound — (the 


OOJ 


41-  Ct£. 
8 
4 
6 


1? 


And  further,  Supposing  the  one  pound  of 
twist  sells  in  the  North  of  Europe  at  100 

The  American  manufacturer  has  per  lb.  43 
The  British  manufacturer  26 


Ctll 


Tiie  above  calculations  are  made  on  a supposition 
reader  will  recollect  we  are  speaking  of  times  ante-  J that  there  would  be  no  greater  difference  in  the 
rior  to  the  American  declaration  of  war)  and  the ; price  of  cotton  in  England  and  Ameriea,  than  what 
averaged  sales  having  been  proved  to  be  about  45  j would  result  from  the  charges  am!  duties.  But  it 
cents,  would  leave  to  the  American  planter  32:  is  believed  that  heretofore  this  has  not  befen  th<5 
cents,  including  the  expence  of  getting  it  to  the  , case;  as  the  planter  will  prefer  selling  at  a lower1 
port  of  shipment.  Irate  where  payment  is  obtained  more  readily  and 

The  work  we  have  heretofore  quoted,  states  the  ; the  credit  and  risk  less.  If  any  difference  of  t hid 
averaged  product  of  an  acre  of  land  in  the  West  In- ! kind  will  exist,  it  must  be  in  favor  of  the  American 
dies  at  290  lb.  nett  of  cotton  wool — taking  this  as  a j manufacturer.  “Such  is  tha  state  of  the  Br.iisli 
rule  for  the  American  planter,  2001b.  wool,  at  32  I cotton  planter— that  of  his  North  American  rival 
cents,  per  lb.  is  64  dollars  per  acre;  from  which  the  is  much  superior*  Situate  in  the  midst  of  the  nc- 
charges  of  cultivation  are  to  be  taken,  which  we  j ecssaries  of  life*  he  depends  cm  himself  or  his  neigh* 
have  no  data  to  calculate.  j Wafers  for  support — he  purchases  Ids  land  at  a cheap* 

From  what  we  have  said  above,  it  appears  that  (be  ' er  rate”  and  has  his  “negruos  at  an  inferior  expence.” 
chargis  on  shipping  one  pound  of  cotton  wool  to  [This  in  the  language  of  the  British  Write:*— it  v/as 
Great  Britain  was  about  13  cts.  per  lb.  including  not  his  bus  me.*  to  speak  of  cotton  spinning,  or  it  i.4 
duties  on  its  arrival  (before  the  war,)  from  which  J presumed  he  would  have  found  tha  American  man* 

ufnclureras  enviably  siiuated  in  comparioa  of  the 
British  manufacturer,  as  the  American  cotton  plan* 
ter  In  regard  to  his  British  rival. 


its 

deduct  the  supposed  cost  of  transportation  from 
the  cotton  growing  to  our  manufacturing  states  at 
1 cent  .per  lb.  gives  the  American  manufacturer  an. 
advantage  over  the  British  manufacturer  of  12  cents 
per  lb  Supposing  one  pound  of  twist  of  an  .averaged 
number  will  now  sell  in  the  United  States  at  100  cts. 

And  that  it  will  require  21  oz.  for  this 
quantity. — the  British  manufacturer  will 
pay  for  the  cotton.  56 

Shipping  charges  and  duties  on  the  twist 
the  same  as  on  the  cotton  imported,  13  1-2 
cts.  per  lb.  supposed  17  1-2 

Duty  on  arrival  in  America  30  per  cent, 
and  admitting  the  twist  invoiced  at  60  cts. 
per  pound  (to  avoid  heavy  duties) 


18 


per  lb. 


the  British  manufacturer 


100 


The  American  manufacturer  pays  for  21 
ounces  of  cotton  at  33  cents  per  lb. 

Expence  of  transportation  and  sales  7 1-2 
per  cent. 

Leaving  for  the  American  manufacturer 


Or,  40  cents  per  lb.  more  than  the  British 
spinner. 

Let  us  suppose  further,  21  o2.  cotton 
£osls  in  Great  Britain,  as  stated  above 
Shipping  to  the  North  of  Europe  the 
same  as  from  the  West  Indies,  and  mer- 
cantile profit  5 1-2  per  pound — for  1 1-3 
I hi  is  7 l-4(i.  duty  2 3 Ad.  is  10d.  sterling, 


Lexington,  Kentucky, 

This  town,  which  promises  to  by  the  great  Ifilafad 
city  of  the  western  world,  is  situated  in  the  centre 
of  an  extensive  plain  of  the  richest  land.  It  is  the 
of  a great  commerce,  and  has  many  flourishing  ma- 
nufactures. The  population  is  already  between  ms 
and  seven  thousand  souls.  Its  building’*  are  genersllv 
of  handsome  brick,  neatly  erected.  The  streets  aril 
paved  with  limestone  and  the*  footways  With  brick. 
The  public  buildings  are  an  Episcopal  church,  A 
91  1-2 1 Preybyterian  meeting-house,  a Methodist  meeting* 
j two  for  the  Seceders  and  one  ftonvfi  chapel;  i!.*,)  a 
8 121  court-house  and  theatre,  all  of  brief , The  market  ist 

— 'as  plentiful  and  good  as  any  in  the  United  States.* 

There  are  two  banks  in  the  town.  Mechanics  of  all 
descriptions  receive  nearly  double  tha  price  for  theif 
labor  that  they  get  to  the  eastward,  and  the  expeffMS 
of  living  is  not  more  than  one  half.  They  are  terra',  1/ 
wanted  to  keep  pace  with  the  rapid  improvement 
and  increase  of  manufactories  in  the  place.  Thera 
are  six  steam  mills  in  operation  here— one dii  Eviinvf* 
plan  for  manufacturing  grain;  on?  on  the  same  for 
making  paper;  one  on  Wait  add  Bolton’s  for  spin* 
ning  cotton;  one  on  the  same  for  grinding  grain  I 
•another  for  a large  Woolen  m a uu factory -^and  a sixth* 
erected  by  a citizen  of  the  town  on  a plan  rtf  hid 
own,  for  Various  purposes.  Cotton  is  to  be  had  in  nr,*/ 
quantity  at  6 or  7 cents  above  the  New-Orfe:  ;»* 
price;  and  common  wool  is  50  refits,  part  bloodrA 
Merino  from  75  to  125,  fid  1 -blooded  M*rin'o  t30  tt> 
,2C0  cents  per  lb  ; hemp  is  80  dollars  per  tons  f?a5*  li 
J dollars  per  hundred.  There  is  a fine  opening  f'ot*  ;t 
dinun  manufactory  by  stesm*  'Inters  ere  fbyt  Gf.lYiflgq 


44  cts. 

7 1-2 
48  1-2 


100 


56  cts, 


18 


74  cts 
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makers  in  the  place,  who  do  business  extensively 
and  employ  many  hands.  The  farms  in  the  neigh- 
borhood are  well  cultivated,  and  the  farmers  are 
generally  rich  and  opulent,  and  many  of  them  have 
coaches  and  carr  ages,  made  at  Lexington,  that  cost 
oiie  thouiand  dollars.  Nothing  seems  wanting  but 
artists,  of  all  classes,  especially  smiths,  carpenters 
and  joiners,  brick  makers  and  layers,  painters  and 
glaziers,  cotton  and  wool  machine  makers,  fullers 
and  clothiers,  upholsterers,  8cc.  It  is  with  delight 
we  notice  the  great  prosperity  and  rapidly  rising 
importance  of  the  future  metropolis  of  the  west; 
where  town  lots  sell  nearly  as  high  as  in  Boston, 
New- York,  Philadelphia  or  Baltimore,  which  shews 
that  it  is  not  a place  in  the  wilderness , as  some  people 
suppose  it  to  be! 

Naval  Establishment. 

The  following  is  the  report  which  Jlir.  IV.  Heed,  of 
• Massachusetts , introducing  into  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, the  two  bills  for  the  appointment  of  a 
navy  board , and  for  rey  ' at l ig  navy  contracts  : — 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  the  house  bn  the  18th  of  March  last, 
directing  an  enquiry,  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what 
means  of  retrenchment  and  economy,  and  of  reform 
in  the  general  management,  and  of  extension  and 
efficacy,  in  the  naval  establishment,  may  be  practi- 
cable and  expedient,  report: 

That  having:, considered  the  several  important  sub- 
jects referred  to  them,  they  do  not  deem  it  useful  to 
exhibit  to  the  house  a detail  of  the  various  abuses 
which  have  prevailed  in  the  naval  establishment. 
Such  a detail;  though  it  might  lead  to  the  detection 
of  individual  delinquents,  would  not  afford  redress 
for  former  abases,  or  prevent  their  repetition.  For 
it  was  obvious  to  your  committee,  that  these  abuses 
were  either  sanctioned  by  the  forms  of  law,  or  for 
the  want  of  adequate  provisions  and  penalties  in  the 
law  must  remain  unpunished.  After  having  examined 
and  availed  themselves  of  the  labors  of  their  prede- 
cessors, in  their  investigations,  made  under  the  di- 
rections of  this  house,  and  referred  to  this  commit- 
tee, they  have  concluded  that  it  is  unnecessary  and 
unprofitable,  further  to  extend  the  investigation,  and 
that  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  house,  and 
more  promotive  of  the  object  of  their  appointment, 
to  limit  their  efforts  to  “a  reform  in  the  general  ma- 
nagement of  this  establishment,”  under  a full  con- 
viction that  the  experience  of  tills  war  has  already 
satisfied  the  most  scrupulous,  of  the  ability  of  this 
country  to  create  and  equip  a naval  force  competent, 
not  only  to  the  defence  of  our  extensive  maritime 
frontier,  but  also  for  the  great  annoyance  of  a foreign 
enemy;  and  that  such  a force  is  now  equally  deman- 
ded by  every  section  of  our  country,  as  indispensable 
for  its  security.  The  committee  have  likewise  deem- 
ed it  unnecessary  to  go  into  an  argument,  to  show 
the  propriety  of  bestowing  upon  this  branch  of  our 
national  force  that  measure  of  increase  and  support 
which  its  brilliant  exploits  on  the  ocean  and  on  the 
lakes,  and  its  efficiency  in  annoying  the  trade  ot  the 
enemy,  during  this  war,  under  all  the  abuses  to  which 
it  has  been  exposed,  have  shown,  should  only  be 
limited  by  our  means. 

The  opinion  that  Ins  existed  from  the  first  esta- 
blishment of  this  department,  and  been  declared  suc- 
cessively by  almost  every  secretary,  that  the  duties 
incumbent  on  them  were  greater  and  more  diversi- 
fied than  the  mos-t  capable  and  laborious  could  dis- 
charge, with  honor  to  himself,  and  justice  to  the 
nation,  led  the  committee  to  an  examination  of  the 
system,  as  now  established,  and  the  abuses  that  re- 
sulted from  it.  In'  prosecution  of  this  examination. 


especially  on  that  part  which  applies  to  the  detail  of 
service,  they  have  principally  relied  on  the  informa- 
tion derived  from  the  intelligent  and  experienced 
officers  of  the  navy,  whom  they  have  always  found 
ready  and  desirous  of  giving  all  the  information  in 
their  power.  By  the  information  obtained  from  this 
and  other  sources,  the  committee  are  convinced  that 
most,  if  not  all  the  abuses  complained  of,  are  attri- 
butable to  three  distinct  causes: 

First.  The  excessive  and  laborious  duties  of  the 
secretary  : 

Second.  The  want  of  sufficient  checks  upon,  and 
the  consequent  irresponsibility  of,  subordinate  a- 
gents  : 

Third.  The  great  latitude  allowed  commanders, 
in  altering,  repairing  and  furnishing  their  ships. 

It  is  presumed  to  be  unnecessary  to  offer  to  the 
house  any  further  evidence  of  this  statement  than 
is  contained  in  the  following  extract  from  the  report 
of  the  late  secretary  of  the  navy,  made  to  the  senate 
of  the  United  States  on  the  15.  h of  November  last: 

4th  page.  “But  regulations  however  correct  and 
adequate  to  the  end,  become  nugatory,  or  worse, 
unless  the  authority  and  the  means  are  co-extensive 
and  competent  to  enforce  the  execution,  or  punish 
the  violation  thereof.  This  may  account  for  ihe  non- 
existence of  many  wholesome  regulations  in  the  ci- 
vil administration  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  the  imperfect  execution  of  those  which  ex- 
ist : breaches  of  the  latter  too  frequently  escape  with 
impunity,  from  the  impossib  lity  of  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment taking  cognizance  of  all  the  multifarious  con- 
cerns of  the  establishment .” 

Great  and  obyious  as  the  defects  in  this  establish- 
ment are  by  all  confessed  to  be,  the  committee  have 
felt  no  little  anxiety  as  to  lire  best  mode  of  correct- 
ing them.  Desirous  equally  of  avoiding  the  oppo- 
site errors,  of  rashly  changing  from  one  system  to 
another,  without  an  attempt  to  correct  known  abuses, 
or  loading  it  with  formal  but  inefficient  appendages, 
which  more  frequently  incumber  than  relieve  or 
give  energy  to  its  operation  ; and  concurring  in  the 
opinion  expressed  by  the  late  secretary,  in  the  re- 
port before  referred  to,  that  a hoard  composed  of 
intelligent  and  experienced  officers,  in  aid  of  the 
executive  of  this  department,  would  most  effectu- 
ally accomplish  this  object,  and  if  properly  organ- 
ized, avoid  the  dangers  from  too  great  innovation 
on  one  hand,  and  inefficiency  on  the  other,  they  di- 
rected a copy  of  his  report  to  be  forwarded  to  every 
captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
annexed  circular  marked  A.  From  the  answers 
thereto,  which  invariably  approve  the  general  design, 
it  was  thought  unn -cessary  to  publish  more  than  those 
which  contained  particular  observations  upon  the 
plan  submitted.  These  are  annexed,  number  1 to  8. 

From  these  materials,  collected  from  intelligent 
and  practical  sources,  the  committee  have  endea- 
vored to  digest  a plan,  which  they  unanimously  be- 
lieve, if  adopted,  will  immediately  correct  many  of 
the  abuses  complained  of,  and  lay  the  foundation  of 
an  improved  system  for  the  management  oi  this  de- 
partment. They  therefore  beg  leave  to  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  two  hills  accompanying  this  re- 
port. 


Treasury  Report. 

Treasury  Department,  Jan.  1 7,  1815, 
Sir — 1 have  deemed  it  hitherto  my  duty  to  wait, 
with  deference  and  respect,  for  a decision  upon  'lie 
measures  which  1 had  the  honor  to  suggest  to  the 
committee  of  ways  an  1 means  on. the  17th  October 
last.  But  the  rapid  approach  to  the  termination  o f 
the  sessionof  congress  induces  me  again  to  trespass. 
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upon  your  attention,  earlier,  perhaps,  than  is  con-| 
s^stent  with  a satisfactory  view  of  the  situation  of 
t he  treasury,  as  some  important  plans  are  still  under 
legislative  discussion.  1 have  now,  however,  the 
honor  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  the  following  additional 
statements  and  propositions : 

STATKMEXTS. 

I.  Statement  of  the  situation  of  the  treasury  at 
the  close  of  the  year  1814. 

1.  The  charges  on  the  treasury  for  1814. 

It  appears,  that  at  the  close  of  the  year  1813, 
there  was  a general  balance  of  the  appropriations 
for  that  vear,  remaining  unsatisfied,  and  subject  to 
be  called  for  at  ‘lie  treasury  in  the  year  1814, amount- 
ing to  about  #8,131,313  03,  arid  composed^f  the 
following  items  : 


Of  the  appropriations  for  the  civil 
department,  about 

Of  the  appropriation  for  the  military 
department 

Of  the  appropriation  for  the  naval 
department 

Of  the  appropriation  for  the  diploma- 
tic department 

Of  the  appropriation  for  miscella- 
neous services 


#390,499  07 
2,666,230  33 
3,611,240  75 
253,846  62 
1,209,496  26 


8,131, 


03 


The  annual  appropria- 
tions for  the  year 
1814,  amounted  to 
the  sum  of  , 38,003,691  28 

Tiie  sum  necessary  to 
meet  the  engagemen  ts, 
in  relation  to  the  pub- 
lic debt,  was  about  11,560,586  39 


-49,563,277  67 


The  gross  charge  on  the  treasury  for 
the  year  1814,  was  57,694,590  70 

2.  The  ways  and  means  o f the  treasury  for  1814. 
The  gross  charge  upon  the  treasury  for  the  year 
1814,  amounting  to  57,694,590  70,  included,  as 
above  stated,  the  balance  of  the  appropriations  of 
1813,  remaining  unsatisfied,  at  the  close  of  that 
year.  It  is,  therefore,  proper  to  place  to  the  cre- 
dit of  the  treasury,  the  outstanding  revenue  and  re- 
sources, at  the  commencement  of  the  year  1814, 
and  these  consisted  of  the  following  items  : 

Of  cash  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of 


January,  1814 
Of  revenue  received  at 
the  treasury  in  the 
1st  quarter  of  1814 
Of  revenue  received  in 
the  2d  quarter 
Of  revenue  received  in 
the  3d  quarter 
Of  revenue  received  in 
the  4th  quarter  by  es- 
timate 

Of  the  proceeds  of  loans 
contracted  for  in 
1813,  and  paid  in 
1814 

Of  the  proceeds  of  trea- 
sury notes  issued  un- 
der the  act  of  1813, 
and  received  in  1814 

Of  the  amount  of  the 
loan  authorised  by 
the  act  of  the  24th 


5,196,482 


4,286,062  28 
2,822,108  05 
2,313,183  02 

1,920,000 


*1  l,jl  55 


3,592,665 


1,070,000 


4,662,665 


March,  1814,  25,000,000 

Of  the  amount  of  the 
loan  authorised  by 
the  act  of  the  15th 
of  Nov.  1814,  3,000,000 

28,000,00 0 

Of  the  amount  of  trei- 
sury  notes  authorised 
to  be  issued  by  the 
act  of  the  4th  of 
March,  1814,  5,000,000 

Of  the  amount  of  trea- 
sury notes  authorised 
to  be  issued  by  the 
act  of  December  26, 

1814  3,000,000 

8,000,000 


57,170,500  53 

From  this  statement,  therefore,  it  appears,  that 
the  charges  on  the  treasury  for  1814,  amounted 
to  57,694,590  70 

That  the  ways  and  means  of  the  trea- 
sury for  1814,  amounted  to  57,170,500  53 

§524,090  17 

And  this  excess  of  charges  on  the  treasury  amount' 
ing  to  524,090  17-100  dollars,  beyond  the  ways  and 
means,  actually  appropriated,  will  be  payable  out  of 
the  revenue,  uncollected  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1814.  But  independent  of  the  general  view  thus 
taken  of  the  existing  charges  on  the  treasury,  and 
of  the  ways  an.l  means  designated  bv  law,  for  the 
service  of  1814,  it  is  necessary  to  present  a state- 
ment of  the  actual  receipts  ard  disbursements  for 
that  year. 

The  actual  receipts  at  the  treasury,  during  the 
year  1814,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  #40,007,661  53, 
and  consisted  of  the  following  items  : 

7'lie  cash  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1814,  amounted,  as  above 
stated,  to  §5,196,482 

I The  revenue  received  at  the  treasu- 
ry, during  the  year  1814,  amount- 
ed, as  above  stated,  to  11,311,353  53 

The  cash  received  at  the  treasury,  in 
the  year  1814,  on  account  of  the 
loans  and  issues  of  treasury  notes 
authorized  in  1813,  amounted,  as 
above  stated,  to  4,662,665 

The  cash  received  at 
the  treasury  on  ac- 
count of  the  loans  au- 
thorized in  1814,  a- 
mounled,  in  the  se- 
cond quarter,  to  6,087,011 
In  the  third  quarter,  to  2,815,060 
In  the  fourth  quarter, 

by  estimate,  to  2,7Q7,810 

11,609,881 

The  cash  received  at 
the  treasury  on  ac- 
count of  the  issues  of 
treasury  notes,  autho- 
rized in  1814,  amount- 
ed, in  the  2d  quarter, 
to  1,392,100 

In  the  third  quarter, 

to  1,603,900 

In  the  fourth  quarter, 
to  4,231,280 

7,227,280 


40,007,661  53 
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Tire  actual  disbursements  at  the 
treasury,  during'  1814,  (taking  a 
part  of  the  fourth  quarter  by  es- 
timate) amounted  to  the  sum  of 
$33,273,619  28,  and  consisted  of 
the  following  payments  : 

For  the  civil  depart- 
ment 133,327  9? 

For  miscellaneous  ser- 
vices, 1,207,492  30 

For  the  diplomatic  de- 
partment; 208,306  52 

For  the  military  de- 
partment 20,510,238 

For  the  naval  depart- 
ment, 7,312,899  90 

For  the  public  debt,  8,103^354  59 

38,273,619  28 


The  estimated  balance  of  cash  in  the 
tre  : ary,  on  the  3 1st  of  December, 

3814,  being  1,734,042  25 


To  these  views,  however,  1st,  of  the  general 
charges  on  the  treasury,  and  of  the  ways  and  means 
designated  by  law  for  the  service  of  1814  ; and  2nd, 
of  the  actual  receipts  and  disbursements,  at  the 
treasury,  during  thv.t  year,  it  is  proper  to  add  a 
statement  of  the  result,  showing  the  condition  of 
the  treasury  at  the  Gncl  of  1814,  in  relation  to  the 
unsatisfied  "demands,  and  to  the  unexpended  ways 
find  means. 

The  unsatisfied  demands  on  the  treasury  at  the 
close  of  1814,  amounted  to  $19,420,971  42,  and 
consisted  of  the  balances  of  appropriations  lor  the 
following  objects : 

For  the  civil  depart- 
ment, 519,967  U 

For  miscellaneous  ser- 
vices, 1,285,682  36 

Fjr  the  diplomatic  de- 
partment, 230,940  10 

For  the  military  depart- 
ment, 9,458,898  33 

For  the  naval  depart- 
ment, 4,468,251  72 

For  the  public  debt  3,457,231  80 

19,420,971  42 

The  unexpended  amount  oj  the  -ways 
and  means  provided  for  1814,  was 
$23,396,881  25,  and  consisted  of  the 
following  items  : 

Cash  in  the  treasury  on 
the  1st.  of  January, 

1814,  estimated  at  1,734,042  25 

Revenue  uncollected 
and  outstanding,  es- 
timated at  4,500,000 

Authority  to  borrow 
money  and  to  issue 
treasury  notes,  not 
executed,  or  not  yet 
productive,  under 
acts  of  the  4th  »nd 
24lh  of  March,  1814  8,162,8^ 

Stock  sent  to  Europe 
3,000,000 

Under  act  of  Novem- 
ber 15, 1814,3,000,000 
Under  act  of  Dec.  26, 

1814,  3,000,000  9,000,000 

23,396,881  25 

The  surplus  of  ways  and  means,  in 
reference  to  the  service  of  1814, 
including  revenue  and  the  Unexe- 


cuted atbority  to  borrow,  and  to 
issue  treasury  notes,  is,  therefore,  3,975,909  83 
The  conclusion  from  this  statement  of  the  situa- 
tion of  the  treasury  at  the  close  of  1814,  under  the 
different  views  which  have  been  presented,  would 
seem  to  establish,  that  the  ways  and  means  provided 
for  the  service  of  that  year  were  considerably  more 
than  the  demands  on  the  treasury  would  require. 
Fut  it  must  always  be  recollected  that  the  demands 
are  positive  and  urgent ; while  a great  portion  of  the 
ways  and  means  rests  upon  a precarious  foundation. 
Thus  : 

The  unsatisfied  demands  on  the  trea- 
sury for  the  service  cf  1814,  posi- 
tive and  urgent  in  their  nature, 
amount  to  19,420,971  42 

The  cash  in  the  treasury  and  the  out- 
standing revenue,  only  amount  to  6,234,042  25 


13,186.929  17 


And,  consequently,  the  payment  of  the  difference, 
amounting  to  $13,186,929 " 17,  for  the  service  of 
1814,  must  depend  on  the  success  of  raising  money 
by  loan,  or  by  issues  of  treasury  notes,  under  the  un- 
executed authority  constituting  the  remaining  ways 
and  means  designated  for  the  same  year. 

II.  Statement  of  the  situation  of  th<#  treasury  for 
the  year  1815. 

1.  The  charges  upon  the  treasury  fior  the  year  1815,  as 
already  ascertained. 

The  estimates  for  the  annual  appropriations  amount 
to  $40,538,889  39,  consisting-  of  the  following 
items  : 

For  civil,  diplomatic  and 
miscellaneous  expen- 
ces  1,979,289  39 

For  the  military  depart- 
ment 30,342,238 

For  the  naval  depart- 
ment 8,217,362 

40,538,889  39 

The  public  debt  will  call  for  a sum  of 
$15,  493,145  30,  to  answer  the  fol- 
lowing claims  ; 

For  interest  and  reim- 
bursments  of  stocks 
existing  before  the 
war  3,452,775  46 

For  interest  on  the  fund- 
ed debt  created  since 
the  war  2,922,816  72 

For  the  interest  on  loans 
to  be  effected  in  1815, 
by  estimate  1,500,000 

For  tire  principal  and 
interest  of  treasury 
notes  falling-  due  in 
1815,  and  on  the  1st 
of  January  1816  7,617,553  12 

15,493,145  30 

56, 032,034  69 


From  this  view  it  appears,  that  wavs  and  means 
must  now  be  provided  for  an  expenditure  of 
j $56,032,044  69,  in  the  year  1815,  independent  of 
such  additions  as  may  arise  from  the  contemplated 
establishment  of  a sinking  fund,  in  relation  to  the 
public  debt  created  since  the  war,  and  from  any 
other  new  object  of  expence,  which  shall  be  autho- 
rized during  the  present  year. 

2.  The  Tjays  and  means  of  the  treasury  fior  1815. 

The  outstanding  and  uncollected  revenue,  at  the 
commencement  of  1815,  has  been  considered  as  ap- 
plicable to  the  payment  of  the  unsatisfied  balances 
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the  appropriations  for  the  preceding  ye;ir;  and, 
o.i-  -qn  *ntly,  only  such  parts  of  the  revenue,  as 
shall  accrue,  and  be  actually  received  at  the  treasu- 
ry, during  1315,  can  be  embraced  in  the  resources 


1 1.  A tax  upon  inheritances  and  devi- 
! ses,  to  be  paid  by  the  heirs  or  devi- 
sees, may  be  made  to  produce 


partly  by  an  authority  to  procure  the  money  upon 
loan. 

II.  It  is  respectfully  proposed,  that  an  additional 
sum  to  be  raised  by  taxes,  to  the  amount  of  5,000, (XK) 
for  the  current  service.  Hut  it  also  follows,  from  ulollars;  and  that  the  following  objects,  or  a selcc- 
t'n«  view  of  the  subject,  Hut  the  treasury  isenti-jtion  from  these  objects  of  taxation,  graduated  in 
tied  to  be  credited  in  1315,  for  the  excess,  in  tlie  pro-  j the  amount  to  produce  that  sum,  to  be  made  e- 
vision  of  ways  and  means,  to  meet  Uie  expenditure  iquaily  productive,  shall  form  the  basis  of  the  addi- 
of  1814.  j tional  levy: 

This  excess,  consisting  of  cash,  of  out- 
standing revenue,  and  of  an  author  i- 
ty to  borrow,  or  to  issue  treasury 
notes,  amounts,  as  above  stated,  to 
the  sum  of 

The  nett  sum  receivable  into  the  trea- 
sury, in  the  year  1815,  for  the  duties 
o i goods  imported  during  that  year, 
cannot  be  safely  estimated  at  a 
• greater  sum  than 

The  direct  tax  will  probably  give  to 
the  treasury  during  the  year  1815, 
a sum  of 

The  internal  duties,  old  and  new,  and 
postage,  on  an  estimate  which  is 
stated  in  the  schedule  A.  will  pro- 
bably produce,  in  the  year  1815,  a 
sum  of 

The  sales  of  public  lands  will  produce, 

in  tiie  year  1815,  a sum  of  1,000,000 

The  amount  of  incidental  receipts, 
from  miscellaneous  sources  will  pro- 
bably be  100,000 


3,975,909  86 


1,000,030 


2,000,000 


r, 050,000 


£15,125,909  83 


Rut  it  appears,  that  the  single  item  of 
public  debt  will  require  in  the  year 
1815,  a sum  of  ‘ 15,493,145  30 

An  l that  the  revenue  (independent  of 
the  excess  of  the  authority  to  bor- 
row, See.  brought  from  the  last 
year’s  ways  and  means)  will  only  be  11,150.000 


.Leaving  a deficiency,  in  that  respect 

alone,  of  ' 4,343,145  30 


In  a more  general  view,  however,  it  is 
to  be  stated — that  the  charges  upon 
treasury  for  the  year,  1815,  amount 
to  the  sum  of  56,032,034  69 

That  tiie  existing  sources  of  supply  a- 
mountr  only  to  ' 15,125,909  83  | 


i.  A tax  upon  bequests,  legacies  and 
statutory  distributions,  to  be  paid  by 
the  legatees  or  legal  representatives, 
may  lie  made  to  produce 

3.  An  auxiliary  tax  upon  all  testamen- 
tary’ instruments  and  letters  of  ad- 
ministration, to  be  paid  by  the  exe- 
cutors or  administrators,  may  be 
made  to  produce 

4.  A tax  upon  the  legal  process  and 
proceedings  in  the  courts  of  the  U. 
States,  to  be  paid  by  the  parties  at 
the  time  of  taking  out  the  process, 
or  entering  the  proceedings,  may  be 
m ale  in  produce 

5.  A tax  upon  conveyances,  mortgages 
and  leases,  to  be  paid  by  the  gran- 
tees, mortgagees  and  lessees,  may 
be  made  to  produce 

6.  A stamp  tax  upon  bonds,  penal  bills, 
warrants  of  attorney,  notarial  instru- 
ments, policies  of  insurance,  all  ne* 
gotiable  notes,  protests  of  bills  of 
exchange  and  promissary  notes, 
bills  of  sale,  and  hypothecations  of 
vessels,  bottomry  and  respondentia 
bonds,  may  be  made  to  produce 

7.  A tax  of  one  dollar  upon  every  bar- 
rel of  wheaten  flour,  to  be  paid  by 
the  miller,  may  be  made  to  produce 

8.  A tax  upon  the  dividends  (other 
than  the  dividends  of  banks)  and 
upon  the  sale  and  transfer  of  tlie 
stocks  of  hanks,  insurance  compa- 
nies, and  other  corporations,  operat- 
ing for  profit,  upon  a money  capital, 
may  be  made  to  produce 

9.  An  income  tax,  may  easily  be  made 
to  produce 
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£00,000 


200,000 


250,000 


! 00,0.00 


400,000 


5,500,000 


630, OCO 
3,000,000 


A »a  .hat  ways  and  mean,  must  be  pro-  j «>  » '»  respectfully  proposed,  that  the  additional 

vided  to  raise  the  deficit  of  40,906,124  8(3 1 sum  to  be  raised,  by  the  specified  taxes,  shall  be 


j appropriated  as  follows: 


unkin: 


It  will  be  readily  seen,  that  the  estimates  of  the  j ‘‘  f^dTbitalatio'fto’ th^public  debt, 
and  ot  the  new  internal  i creilt’ed  since  the  war, 

2.  Towards  the  payment  of  principal 
and  interest  of  the  treasury  notes, 
to  be  issued  in  the  manner  hereaf- 
ter suggested, 

1.  Towards  defraying  the  expenses  of 
the  present  year. 


product  of  the  direct  tax, 
duties,  are  applicable  only  to  the  present  year;  and 
that  in  evei-y  succeeding  year,  tlie  amount  will  be 
greatly  augmented. 

It  must  also  be  repeated,  that  in  the  statements 
mow  presented,  no  provision  is  inserted  for  the  con- 1 
tempkued  sinking  fund;  nor  for  the  payment  of  a| 
considerable  amount  of  unliquidated  claims  upon1 
the  government  for  services  and  supplies;  as  these 
objects  seem  to  require  a distinct  consideration. 


PROPosmox. 

I.  It  is  respectfully  proposed,  that  provision  be 
m>ie  to  raise  a sum  of  40,935,124  dollars  and  85  dollars 
cents,  in  addition  to  the  amount  of  tlie  existing  v 


TV.  It  is  respeclfnlly  proposed,  that  there  shall 
bean  emission  of  treasury  notes,  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1815,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  millions  of 
on  the  following  plan: 

1.  The  denominations  of  the  nojps  shall  be  such  as 


venue,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1 Ml  5,  partly  by  I live  secretary  of  the  treasury  with  the  approbation 


taxes,  partly  .by  an  issue  of  treasury  no  lei 


and 


of  the  president  may  direct. 
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2.  The  notes  of  the  denomination  of  100  dollars 
ana  upwards,  shall  be  made  payable  to  order, 
and  shall  bear  an  interest  of  fivle  and  two-fifths  per 
centum  per  annum, 

£.  The  notes  of  a denomination  less  than  100  dol- 
lar.;, and  not  less  than  20  dollars,  shall  be  paya- 
ble to  order,  and  bear  an  interest  at  the  same 
rate,  or  shall  be  payable  to  bearer,  and  bear  no  in- 
terest; as  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
shall  direct. 


4 Ti)  ; notes  of  denomination  uniler  20  dollars, 
shall  be  made  payable  to  the  bearer,  and  shall  be 
circulated  without  interest, 

5,  The  notes  sh  ill  be  issued,  and  be  made  payable 
at  the  treasury  only;  but  any  portion  of  them  may 
be  deposited  with  the  loan  officers  of  banks 
throughout  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
bring  put  into  general  circulation, 

(5  T:  . holders  of  the  treasury  notes,  not  bearing  an 
interest,  may,  at  any  time,  exchange  them,  in 
sums  not  less  than  100  dollars,  for  certificate  of 
public  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  seven  per  cent 
per  annum,  and  irredeemable  for  12  years,  from 
the  date  of  the  csri.ificates  respectively 
ffr  Tee  notes  shall  be  receivable  in  all  payments  of 
tne  United  Slates;  but,  in  such  cases,  they  may 
be  re-issued, 

8 The  notes  payable  by  an  annual  instalment,  ac- 
cording to  their  dates,  and  in  the  manner  to  be 
notified  by  the  treasury,  to  wit: 

In  1816,  the  sum  or  (one-fifth)  3,000,000 

In  1817,  the  sum  of  (one-fifth)  3,000,000 

In  1818,  the  sum  of  (one-fifth)  3,000,000 

In  1819,  the  sum  of  (one-fifth)  3,000,000 

In  1820,  the  sum  of  (one-fifth)  3, 000,000 


15,000,000 

The  reimbursement  of  the  notes  shall  be  effected, 
according  to  the  instalments,  either  by  the  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  and  interest  to  the  holders; 
or  by  taking  out  of  circulation,  and  destroying 
the  amount  of  the  instalment,  in  notes,  which  have 


been  paid  to  the  United  States  for  duties,  taxes, 
or  other  demands, 

JO.  There  shall  be  an  appropriation  of  such  a por- 
tion of  the  taxes,  above  specified,  as  will  be  ade- 
quate. to  the  payment  of  the  successive  instal- 
ments of  the  notes;  and  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  should  be  pledged  to  make  good  any  de- 
ficiency. 

jU-  There  shall  be  no  additional  issue  of  treasury 
notes,  upon  a specific  pledge  of  the  same  taxes, 
or  of  other  competent  taxes,  to  an  amount  equal 
to  the  reimbursement  of  the  notes,  according  to 
the  stipulated  instalments. 

V.  It  is  respectfully  proposed,  that  authority 
should  be  given  to  the  president,  to  borrow  the  sum 
of  twentr-five  millions  of  dollars  on  the  faith  of  the 
United  States, 

1..  The  loan  to  be  accepted  on  the  most  advantage- 
ous terms  that  can  be  obtained. 

% The  amount  of  the  loan,  for  the  payment  and  se- 
curity of  principal  and  interest,  to  be  placed  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  rest  of  the  funded  debt 
created  since  the  war. 

If  the  propositions  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  should  be  a- 
dopted,  the  treasury  will  be  placed  on  the  following 
footing  for  the  year  1815: 

1.  The  ascertained  de- 
mands upon  the  treasury, 

amount  to  56,032,034  69 

The  existing  sources  of 
revenue  and  supply  will 


produce  11,150,000 

3.  The  excess  of  outstand- 
ing revenue,  and  of  au- 
thority to  borrow  mo- 
ney and  to  issue  treasury 
notes  for  the  service  of 

1814,  beyond  the  de- 
mand, is  estimated  at  3,975,909  83 

4.  The  taxes  now  proposed 

are  estimated  to  pro- 
duce for  1815.  5,000,000 

5.  The  issue  of  treasury 
notes  for  the  service  of 

1815,  will- produce  15,000,000 

6.  The  authority  to  raise 
money  by  loan,  for  the 
service  of  1815,  extends 

to  25,000,000 

60,125,909  83 


Surplus  of  ways  and  means  4,093,875  14 

The  surplus  of  ways  and  means  for  the  year  1815, 
will  be  applicable  to  the  establishment  of  the  con- 
templated sinking  fund,  and  to  the  payment  of  any 
additional  expenses  that  congress  may  authorize. 

In  making  the  present  communication,  I feel,  sir, 
that  1 have  performed  my  duty  to  the  legislature  of 
the  country;  but  when  I perceive  that  more  than 
forty  millions  of  dollars  must  be  raised,  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year  1815,  by  an  appeal  to  public  credit, 
through  the  medium  of  treasury  notes  and  loans,  I 
am  not  without  sensations  of  extreme  solicitude. — 
The  unpromising  state  of  the  public  credit,  and  the 
obstructed  state  of  the  circulating  medium,  are  suf- 
ficiently known.  A liberal  imposition  of  taxes,  dur- 
ing the  session,  ought  to  raise  the  public  credit, 
were  it  not  for  counteracting  causes;  but  it  can  have 
no  effect  in  restoring  a national  circulating  medium. 
It  remains,  therefore,  with  the  wisdom  of  congress 
to  decide,  whether  any  other  means  can  be  applied 
to  restore  the  public  credit,  to  re-establish  a na- 
tional circulating  medium,  and  to  facilitate  the 
necesssary  anticipations  of  the  public  revenue.  The 
humble  opinion  of  this  department  on  the  subject, 
has  been  respectfully,  though  frankly,  expressed  on 
former  occasions;  and  it  remains  unchanged. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

\.  J.  DALLAS, 

J.  JV.  Eppes,  Esq.  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means. 

SCHEDULE  A. 

Treasury  Department,  Revenue  Office,  Dec.  6, 1814. 

Sin — 1 have  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  your 
request,  to  submit  the  annexed  estimates  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  existing  internal  duties,  and  of  the  ad- 
ditional duties  proposed  to  be  laid  by  the  bills  now 
before  congress;  the  first  statement  exhibiting  the 
products  for  an  entire  year  after  the  respective  du- 
ties  shall  be  in  full  operation,  and  the  last  statement 
shewing  the  amounts  that  may  be  expected  to  be 
received  from  each  duty  during  the  year  1815.  It 
may  be  proper  to  add  that  the  materials  do  not 
exist  for  forming  estimates,  with  regard  to  the  new 
duties,  on  which  a perfect  reliance  should  be  reposed. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  SMITH,  commissioner  of  the  revenue. 

Honorable  secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Estimate  of  the  products  of  the  existing  internal  duties  and  of  the 
proposed  additional  duties  for  an  entire ? year  after  they  shall  be 
in  full  operation. 

Stumps 

Carriages 

Salt-*  at  auction 

Refined  sugar 

Licenses  to  retailers  - - - * * 

J. i censes  for  stills  with  the  duty  on  spirits 


510.000 

300.000 

300.000 

150.000 

jgo  0,000 

4,000,00-0 
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Postage  * 

lotteries  - 

Fur  nitnre  - 

Hurses  for  the  saddle  and  carriage 

Gold  watches  - 

Silver  watches  - 

Roots 

.Saddles  and  bridles 

Paper  

Candles  * 

Playing  cards 
Tobacco  aud  snuff  ■ 

Hats  - 
Iron  - 
Kails  - 

Beer,  ale  and  porter  . i 
Leather  - * * 


No.  2. 


Doll.  10,379,000 


Estimate  . - . 

the  foregoing  duties,  during  the  yeai 

Stamps  - ' 

Carriages  • ' ‘ 

Sides  at  auction 

Refined  sugar 

Licenses  to  retailers  - * 

Licenses  far  stills  with  the  duty  on  spirits 

Postage  

Lotteries  - 

Furniture  - - * 

Horses  for  the  saddle  and  carriage 

Gold  watches  • ^ 

Silver  watches  - • V 

Boots  1 

Saddles  and  bridles  J 

Paper  I 

Candles 

Playing  cards  I 

Tobacco  and  snuff  $►  -s 

Hats 
1 run 
Nails  j 

Beer,  ale  and  porter 
Leather 


his  command — it  also  says  that  the  British  hrul  not 
been  able  to  land  their  artillery,  and  expresses  an 
idea  that  the  whole  of  them  would  be  made  prison- 
ers that  day — that  is,  December  24. 

The  whole  British  force  is  variously  stated  by 
the  prisoners,  at  from  7 to  15,000  men — the  proba- 
ble number  is  6000,  commanded  by  major-general 
Keane. 

Such  is  the  substance  of  our  intelligence.  We 
think  New-Orleans  is  safe,  and  anticipate  the  details 
of  a glorious  victory — if  it  lias  fallen,  it  lias  been 
dearly  purchased. 

MILITIA  GENERAL  ORDERS. 

fo'eio  Orleans,  December  14. 

The  enemy  is  in  force  in  the  vicinity  of  the  state. 


510.000 
300!000 

• 210,003 

150.000 

875.000 
2,600,000 

250.000 

50.000 
1,238,000 

70.000 
• 60,000 

170.00 


of  the  amounts  that  may < be  expected  to  Jc  md/rcm  l nd  movements  indicate  a disposition  to  attack 

tL*  furrsnincr  duties.  during  VlC  lo  LO*  • j * 

this  capital.  The  governor  and  commander  in 
chief  therefore  directs  that  the  militia  within  the 
city  and  the  Fauxbourgs  and  the  settlements  on 
Gentilly  and  the  Bayou  St.  John,  be  called  out  (by 
the  respective  commanding  officers  of  regiments 
and  corps,)  armed,  accoutred,  and  to  be  drilled  by 
companies  tioice  in  each  day  for  one  hour  at  each 
time. — Officers  commanding  regiments  and  corps 
will  designate  the  ground,  and  the  hour  for  drill. — 
The  field  officers  of  each  corps  are  to  superintend 
the  drill,  and  inspect  minutely  the  state  of  the  arms 
and  ammunition. 

The  whole  of  the  militia  must  be  held  in  readi- 
ness to  march,  and  meet  the  enemy  at  a moment's 
warning,  as  well  by  day  as  by  night. 

The  men  should  not  incumber  themselves  with 
too  much  baggage.  On  a march, *a  spare  shirt  and  a 

— , pair  of  shoes  with  a good  blanket  in  their  knapsack, 

',03.3000 1 fjUjte  sufficient. 

This  estimate  bas  been  m^e,  on  the  supposition  The  several  companies  of  ancients  will  on  this 
that  the  bills  laying  the  new  duties  will  be  passed  occasion  set  an  honorable  example,  nor  will  the  fa 


Dolls. 


previously  to  the  1st  of  January  next. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

New-Orlf.axs. — We  are  yet  without  definite  in- 
telligence from  fofew-Orleans.  The  news  will  pro- 
bably arrive  this  day,  that  will,  at  least,  relieve  our 
suspense.  The  latest  date  we  have  is  of  the  24th  On  Sunday  the  18th  Dec.  general  Jackson  reviewed 


tliers  of  families  composing  the  companies,  be  want- 
ing in  zeal. 

Until  further  orders  the  uniform  companies  will 
form  a battalion  under  the  immediate  command  of 
capt.  Plauche. 

The  drill  and  exercise  to  commence  on  to-morrow 
the  loth  insl- 

Wn.  C.  C.  CLAIBORNE, 
Governor  and  commander  in  chief. 


December,  at  six  o’clock,  A.  M.  T he  several  official 
articles  that  have  readied  us  are  inserted  below — 
and  we  have  the  following  intelligence  from  several 
private  letters. 

The  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  troops,  that  were 
instantly  expected,  by  our  last  accounts,  had  arrived 


the  militia  of  the  city,  the  battalion  commanded 
by  major  Planciie,  and  a part  of  the  regiment  of 
men  of  color.  Being  draw  n up  on  their  respective 
parades,  the  following  addresses  were  read  to 
them  by  Mr.  Livingston,  one  of  his  aids, 

TO  THE  E%1  BODIED  MILITIA. 


on  the  22d  or  on  the  morning  of  the  23d.  The  enemy, ' Fellow  citizens  and  soldiers! 
without  being  discovered,  effected  a landing  (about!  The  general  commanding  in  chief  would  not  do 
3,000  strong)  on  general  Villeri’s  plantation,  by  a 1 justice  to  the  noble  ardor  that  lias  animated  vou  in 


bayou  or  creek,  from  lake  Borgne,  about  eight 
miles  from  the  city,  on  the  evening  of  the  23d. — 
General  Jackson  immediately  hastened  to  meet  them 
and  a severe  skirmish  ensued,  which  lasted  from 
about  half  past  seven  until  after  nine  o’clock  at 
night.  What  our  loss,  or  that  of  the  enemy,  or  what 
the  amount  of  the  forces  engaged  on  either  side  was, 
we  are  not  informed  of — the  result,  however,  seems 


the  hour  of  danger,  he  w’ould  not  do  justice  to  his 
own  feelings,  if  he  suffered  the  example  you  have 
shewn  to  pass  without  public  notice.  Inhabitants  of 
an  opulent  and  commercial  tow  n,  you  have  by  a spon- 
taneous effort  shaken  off  the  habits  which  are  crea- 
ted by  wealth,  and  shewn  that  you  are  resolved  to 
deserve  the  blessings  of  fortune  of  bravely  defend- 
ing them.  Long  strangers  to  the  perils  of  war,  you 


clearly  thi  *,  that  the  enemy  was  driven  back — and  i have  embodied  yourselves  to  face  them  with  the  cool 


that  fifty  of  his  men  and  two  majors  were  brought 
to  the  city  as  prisoners.  Af.er  which  it  seems  that 
general  Jackson  had  taken  an  advantageous  position, 
nearer  the  city,  where  he  was  throwing  up  entrench- 
ments, &.C.  A decisive  battle  was  universally  ex- 
pjeted  the  next  morning — the  morning1  of  the  24 th — 
and  though  we  cannot  say  that  we  fear,  we  have,  ne- 
vertheless, a trembling  nnxiety  for  the  result. 

One  letter  says  that  Jackson  engaged  them  with 
only  about  2000  men— he  had  about  9000  then  under. 


countenance  of  veterans — and  with  motives  of  dis- 
union that  might  operate  on  weak  minds,  you  have 
forgotten  the  difference  of  language  and  the  preju- 
dices of  national  pride,  and  united  with  a cordiality 
that  docs  honor  to  your  understandings  as  w ell  as 
to  your  patriotism.  Natives  of  the  United  States! 
They  are  the  oppressors  of  your  infant  political  ex- 
isience,  with  w hom  you  are  to  contend— they  are 
the  men  your  fathers  conquered  whomyou  are  io  op- 
pose. Descendants  of  Frenchmen!  natives  of  France! 
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they  are  English,  the  hereditary,  the  eternal  ene-j  can  nation  shall  applaud  your  valor,  as  your  genera 
mies  of  your  ancient  country,  the  invaders  of  that  j now  praises  your  ardor.'  The  enemy  is  near;  his 
you  have  adopted,  who  are  your  foes-  Spaniards!  j “sails  cover  the  lakes;”  but  the  brave  are  united;  and 
remember  the  conduct  of  your  allies  at  St.  Sebas-  if  he  finds  us  contending  among  ourselves,  it  w V.  be 


tians,  and  recently  at  Pensacola,  and  rejoice  that 
you  have  an  opportunity  of  avenging  the  brutal  in- 
juries inflicted  by  men  who  dishonor  the  human 
race. 

Fellow  citizens,  of  every  description!  remember 
For  what  and  against  whom  you  contend.  For  all 
that  can  render  life  desirable — for  a country  blest 
with  every  gift  of  nature — for  property,  for  life — for 
those  dearer  than  either,  your  wives  and  children — 
and  for  liberty,  without  which  country,  life,  proper- 
ty, are  no  longer  worth  possessing;  as  even  the  em- 
braces of  wives  and  children  become  a reproach  to 
.the  wretch  who  could  deprive  them  by  his  cowar- 
dice of  those  invaluable  blessings.  You  are  to  con- 
tend for  all  this  against  an  enemy  whose  continued 
effort  is  to  deprive  you  of  the  least  of  these  bless- 
ings— who  avows  a war  of  vengeance  and  desolation, 
carried  on  and  marked  by  cruelty,  lust,  and  horrors 
unknown  to  civilized  nations 

Citizens  of  Louisiana!  the  general  commanding  in 
chief,  rejoices  to  see  the  spirit  that  animates  you, 
not  only  for  your  honor  but  for  your  safety,  for 
whatever  had  been  your  conduct  or  wishes,  his  duty 
would  have  led,  and  will  now  lead  him  to  confound 
the  citizen  unmindful  of  his  rights  with  tlrs  enemy 
he  ceases  to  oppose.  Now,  leading  men  who  know 
their  rights,  who  are  deter  milted  to  defend  them,  he 
saiutes  you,  brave  Louisianians,  as  brethren  in  arms, 
ami  has  now  a new  motive  to  exert  all  his  faculties 
which  shall  be  strained  to  the  utmost  in  your  de- 
fence. Continue  with  the  energy  you  have  began, 
and  he  promises  you  not  only  safety,  but  victory 
over  tiie  insolent  enemy  who  insulted  you  by  an  af- 
fected doubt  of  your  attachment  to  the  constitution 
of  your  country. 

To  the  battalion  of  'uniform  companies. 

When  I first  looked  at  you  on  the  day  of  my  ar- 
rival, 1 was  satisfied  with  your  appearance,  and  eve- 
ry day’s  inspection  since  has  confirmed  the  opinion  1 
♦hen  formed.  Your  numbers  have  increased  with 
■die  increase  of  danger,  and  your  ardor  lias  augment- 
ed since  it  was  known  that  your  post  would  be  one  of 
peri!  and  honor.  This  is  the  true  love  of  country! 
You  have  added  to  it  an  exact  discipline,  and  a skill 
in  evolutions  rarely  attained  by  veterans;  the  state 
of  your  corps  does  equal  honor  to  the  skill  of  the 
officers  and  the  attention  of  the  men.  With  such 
defenders  our  country  has  nothing  to  fear.  Every 
thing  I have  said  to  the  body  of  militia,  applies 
equally  to  you — you  have  made  the  same  sacrifices 
.—you  have  the  same  country  to  defend,  the  same 
motive  for  exertion — but  I should  have  been  unjust 
had  I not  noticed  as  it  deserved  the  excellence  of 
your  discipline  and  the  martial  appearance  of  your 
corps. 

TO  TIIE  MEN  OF  COLOR. 

Soldiers — From  the  shores  of  Mobile  I collected 
you  to  arms — I invited  you  to  share  in  the  perils  and 
to  divide  the  glory  of  your  white  countrymen.  I 
expected  much  from  you, for  l was  not  uninformed  of 
tiiose  qualities  which  must  render  you  so  formidable 
to  an  invading  foe — I knew  that  you  could  endure 
hunger  and  thirst,  and  all  the  hardships  of  war — 1 
knew  that  you  loved  the  land  of  your  nativity,  and 
that,  like  ourselves,  you  had  to  defend  all  {hat  is 
most  dear  to  man — but  you  surpass  my  hopes.  I 
have  found  in  you,  united  to  those  qualities,  that 
noble  enthusiasm  which  impels  to  great  deeds. 

Soldiers — The  president  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  informed  of  your  conduct  on  the  present  oc 


for  the  prize  of  valor  and  fame  its  noblest  reward. 

By  command 

THOMAS  L.  BUTLER, 

• Aid-de-camp. 

LoPy  V « letter  from  commodore  Patterson  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  dated 

r T New  Orleans,  19th  December,  1814* 

on*  I have  tiie  honor  to  inform  yam,  that  since 
the  date  of  my  last  letter.  Dr.  Marshall  has  arrived 
at  Cos  place,  and  made  to  me  the  within  statement 
relative  to  the  action  between  our  gun  vessels  and 
the  barges  of  the  enemy,  and  their  subsequent  move- 
ments ; since  when  no  further  intelligence  has  been 
received.  By  this  statement  it  appears  the  enemy’s 
force  was  infinitely  superior  to  that  reported  by  Mr. 
Johnson.  The  vessels  stated  by  Dr.  Marshall  to  be 
within  the  Passes- of  Cristian  and  Mary  Ann,  must 
have  been  built  expressly  for  our  shoal  waters,  and 
their  having  brought  them  within  those  shoals,  indi- 
cates, I think,  an  intention  to  relv  upon  them  and 
numerous  flat  barges,  to  attempt  this  city  be  forcing 
their  way  up  the  Bayou  St.  John.  To  guard  against 
their  so  doing,  on  the  evening  of  the  17th, I comm  enc- 
ed erecting*  on  the  banks  of  the  Bayou,  two  batteries 
to  mount  each  2 long  24  pounders,  one  of  which,  in 
despite  of  rain  and  other  difficulties,  is  now,  through 
the  active  exertions  of  my  few  remaining  officers, 
ready  for  action — the  other  will  be  completed  by  to- 
morrow night,  when  I hope  the  enemy  may  attempt 
us  by  that  route.  These  two  batteries  are  indepen- 
uent  of  th#  fort  St.  John,  at  tiie  mouth  of  the  Bayou. 
Every  exertion  is  also  making  to  have  fire-vessels 
reeay  for  them  in  the  event  of  an  attack  by  way  of 
the  rivar.  Their  atiack  will,  no  doubt,  be  made  si- 
multaneously by  the  river  Barataria  and  lake  Pon- 
chatrai*.  Captain  Henley  and  lieutenant  Norris  have 
the  supermtendauc# of  the  batteries  erecting  at  the 
Bayou  St.  John.  Lieutenants  Alexis  and  Thomson, 
acting*  lieutenants  Crowley*  and  Cunningham,  and 
sailing-master  Pollock,  are  indefatigable  in  their-etj- 
deavons  to  expedite  every  measure  which  is  found 
necessary  at  this  time. 

1 lie  flag  sent  to  th#  enemy  has  not.  yet  returned. 
Iam  happy  to  inform  you,  that  the  most  determined 
spirit  of  resistance  to  th©  enemy  is  manifested  by  eve- 
ry class  of  citizens  of  this  country  ; and  I have  no 
doubt  that  1 he  enemy  will  bo  repulsed  in  any  attack 
he  may  make  upon  us,  with  very  great  loss.  The 
gallant  resistance  made  by  the  few  gun  vessels  ap- 
pears to  have  roused  the  spirits  of  the  people  and 
animated  them  to  the  highest  pitch. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  groat  consideration 
and  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

DANL.  T.  PATTERSON. 

The  hon.  secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington. 

C°P'd  °f  a letter  from  acting  surgeon  Marshall  to  coin - 

tnodore  Patterson,  dated 

New  Orleans,  17th  December,  1814. 

Snt — T have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  on  Tues- 
day evening  the  13th  inst.  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M.  the 
enemy  landed  at  Pass  Christianne,  with  one  hundred 
and  six  barges  from  the  squadron  off  Ship  Island. 
At  2 P.  M.  got  under  weigh  and  directed  their  course 
towards  the  United  Stales’  gun  vessels,  then  laying* 
at  anchor  off  Bay  St.  Louis.  They  did  not,  however, 
come  up  with  our  squadron  that  night,  which,  in  live 
mean  time,  retreated  to  the  JVlaihereuux  Islands, 
where  the  wind  and  tide  forced  them  to  remain. 
Wednesday,  tiie  14lh  inst.  the  weather  being  calm, 
at  10  o’clock,  A.  M.  an  engagement  ensued,  which 
continued  about  two  hours,  when  the  enemy  closed 
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uiu  the  voice  of  .he .representatives  ,oi  the  Amen-and  surrounded  the  gun  vessels,  in  every  direction. 
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keeping  up  a constant  fire  from  their  greui  guns  and 
musketry,  and  making  frequent  attempts  to  carry  by 
boarding.  In  this  situation  our  gallant  officers  and 
men,  resolving  never  to  give  up  their  ships,  fought 
with  the  most  distinguished  bravery  for  the  mere 'i- 
ble  space  of  onehour  against  such  an  overwhelming 
force  ; when  the  action  terminated  in  the  capture  ol 
gun  vessels  No.  156,  162,  163  23,  5 and  despatch 
boat  Alligator,  which  were  immediately  carried  to 
the  eastward.  I immediately  proceeded,  with  Mr 
Johnson,  to.  the  Petit te  Coquillcs,  where  1 received 
instructions  to  joip  the  enemy  and  render  such  aid 
as  their  prisoners  might  require.  On  Friday  morn- 
ing l arrived  at  the  liny  of  St.  Louis,  and  discovered 
that  the  British  had  succeeded,  without  difficulty, 
in  getting  one  large  ship,  several  brigs  and  schooner?, 
through  Pass  Mary- Ann,  and  others  rapidly  follow 
ing  them,  amounting  to  at  least  fifty  in  number. 

Having  made  this  discovery,  I deemed  it  prudent  to 
dispense  with  my  instructions  in  order  to  acquaint 
you  with  this  circumstance.  I accordingly  employ 
ed  a guard  to  convey  me  in  the  most  expeditious 
route  to  New  Orleans,  (the  direct  communication  rizecl  and  that  a public  acknowledgement  and  repa- 
being  in  possession  of  the  enemy.)  Friday  evening  ration  has  been  in  part  made,  by  a return  of  almost 
I discovered  ten  schooners  in  the  mouth  of  Pearl 
River,  and  five  gun  vessels  at  the  east  entrance  of 
the  Rigolets,  under  weigh  and  steering  towards  the 
Petitte  Coquilles. 

1 have  no  doubt  the  above  vessels  are  constructed 
for  those  waters,  and  that  in  ten  days  the  British  will 
have  from  twenty  to  forty  sail  in  Lake  Ponchartrain . 

1 have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  GEORGE  MARSHALL, 

Acting  surgeon. 

Com.  D.  T.  Patterson-. 

In  tiie  south  the  enemy  has  appeared  in  consider 


to  the  truths  taught  at  Zama,  Marathon  and  Platen, 
that  slaves  and  hirelings  must  always  yield  to  the 
brave  and  the  free  ! 

Did  the  American  trroops  ever  omit  the  honors  of 
the  grave  to  a fallen  foe  ? No,  never  ! After  the  re- 
pulse of  the  assault  of  the  enemy  on  Fort  Erie,  the 
slain  were-  interred  with  all  the  pomp  and  honors  of 
war,  and  the  party  of  troops  engaged  in  this  sacred 
duty  were  fired,  upon  by  the  enemy,  and  many  of 
them  slain,  notwitHsthnnding  he  was  repeatedly  in- 
formed they  were  burying  his  dead.  JUSTICE. 

St.  Inigoc's  November  28,  1814. 

Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton. — I read  in  your  paper, 
some  lime  ago  an  account  of  a boat’s  crew  having 
landed  at  St.  Inigo,  near  the  mouth  of  Potomac  and 
committed  various  excesses,  but  particularly  had 
taken  away  the  sacred  vessels,  8cc.  consecrated  to 
divine  worship  and  the  service  of  the  altar.  Those 
facts  were  true,  and  the  individuals  concerned,  a* 
well  as  the  crimes  perpetrated,  required  such  ex- 
cesses to  be  published;  but  as  by  the  annexed  letter 
we  are  assured  that  these  excesses  were  unautho- 


all  the  articles,  justice,  even  to  an  enemy,  requires 
i hat  the  said  return  and  letter  should  be  published. 
To  the  clergymen  belonging  to  the  chapel  ofi  St.  Ini- 
goe’s,  and  the  other  residents  there,  to  whom  this 
letter  refiers. 


Gentlemen — An  officer  and  boat’s  crew,  belon: 


mg 


to  his  Britannic  majesty’s  sloop  Saracen*  under  my 
command,  having  landed  at  St.  Inigoe’s  on  the  30th 
ult.  and  taken  several  articles  of  furniture,  and 
other  things  from  the  houses  and  chapel  there;  and 
such  proceedings  being  unauthorized  by  me,  I have 
taken  the  earliest  opportunity  of  causing  restoration 
able  force.  He  h is  taken’posses’sion  of  Cumberland  | to  be  made  of  the  property  so  taken;  and  now  send 
island,  (the  next  north  of  Amelia J with  about  2,000 1 one  of  ray  lieutenants  with  this  letter,  and  the  pro- 
men. The  naval  forces  are  under  the  command  of  j perty  above  mentioned,  to  you  under  a flag  of  truce; 
ruffian  Cock-burn , in  '.he  Albion  7 4-  What  their  de-  hoping  this  instance  of  justice  will  eftaee  every  pre- 
sign is,  is  not  yet  “demonstrated” — they  will  pro- 1 judicial  sentiment  towards  the  British  from  your 


bablv,  at  least,  ravage  the  islands,  and  possibly  at- 
tempt the  stealth  of  negroes,  & c.  from  tiie  planta- 
tions on  the  main.  An  attack  on  Savannah  is  ap 
prehended  , but  their  force  seems  hardly  sufficient 
fo  such  an  enterprize.  (Jj^Since  tha  above  was 
written  we  have  learned  that  the  British  have  pos- 
session of  Point  Petre  and  St.  Mary's. 

Moiiile. — We  have  nothing  additional  to  the  no- 
tice in  our  last  of  a reported  attack  on  fort  Bowyer. 

Ix  the  Chesapeake  the  enemy  has  lately  entrap- 
ped a few  small  craft,  but  done  nothing  important. 
This  forse  is  small  at  present. 


mnds,  and  that  the  injured  parties  will  express 
their  satisfaction  at  our  present  conduct  in  this 
m tter. 

I beg  you  to  believe,  gentlemen,  it  is  matter  of 
great  regret  to  me,  that  the  proceeding  complained 
of  should  have  been  performed  bv  those  under  my 
command;  and,  with  sentiments  of  consideration,  I 
am,  gentlemen,  vour  very  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  DIXIE,  Capt. 
His  Britannic  majesty’s  sloop  Saracen , 
ojfi  George’s  island,  18  November,  1814. 

British  officials.  The  London  Morning  Chroni- 

i • r*  i - ... 


British  atrocity.  From  the  Buffalo  Gazette—  | cle,  speaking  of  naval  affairs,  says,  “British  ofti 
We  have  never  experienced  such  sensations  of  in-,  cial  accounts  in  cases  of  capture  or  destruction  [dip 
dignacion,  as  were  excited  on  learning  that  a few  defeat]  have  ceased  to  exist.” 

days  after  the  battle  of  the  Cataract,  commonly  and  j [I  believe  it  is  a fact,  that  British  official  accounts 
improperly  called  Bridgewater,  and  Lundy’s  Lane,  of  the  battle  on  Champlain,  or  of  the  capture  of  the 
the  British  lieutenant-general  Drummond  denying  \ Epervier,  Reindeer,  Avon,  &c.  or  of  the  destruction 
the  rites  of  sepulture  to  our  fallen  heroes,  caused  0f  the  Hermes,  &c.  Sec.  have  never  appeared.  At 
them  to  be  collected  in  heaps  and- burnt!  This 
most  atrocious  act  of  the  enemy,  together  with  se- 
veral others  of  a deeper  die,  have  long  been  well 
known  to  the  left  division — these  brave  men  disdain- 


least,  I hare  never  seen  either  of  them.  “The  wooden 
walls  of  old  England.”] 

Tuade.  We  have  conversed  with  a gentleman 
from  the  district  of  Maine,  who  informs  us,  that 


ed  to  vent  their  rage  in  words,  but  with  their  I trade  at  Castine  is  very  brisk,-  that  there 
swords  have  taken  vengeance  on  this  monster  inhu-i  great  and  constant  influx  and  eflux  of  traders,  to 
man  shape— this  imitator  of  Tamerlane  and  Khan.  such  an  extent  that  the  town  is  overflowing.  The 


lie  may  have  hoped  that  the  memory  of  his  defeat 
and  disgrace  at  the  Cataract,  would  have  perished 
with  the  bodies  of  the  brave  who  fell  in  victory. — 
V-in,  delusive  hope  ! The  thunders  of  the  cataract 
shall  cease,  and  records  be  extinct,  before  the  me- 
mory of  that  glorious  battle  shall  fade  from  the 


enemy  have  fortified  Castine  with  120  pieces  of  can- 
non, and  cut  a canal  of  eighteen  feet,  by  which  the 
town  is  islanded.  They  do  not  attempt  to  molest 
the  people  in  the  interior  who  nave  pretty  generally 
refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Tiie  goods 


n^ind  of  man.  I he  recital  of  it  will  furnish  a splen-  *In  the  former  publication,  a mistake  was  made 
did  page  in  American  history,  and  add  another  probrin  si 


staling  that  it  was  the  brig  Jason,  capt.  Watts. 
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purchased  by  the  traders,  are  transported  up  the 
Penobscot,  to  a narrow  place,  where  lies  a neutral 
schooner,  which  is  warped  backwards  and  forwards, 
laden  on  the  British,  and  unladen  on  the  American 
side,  when  they  are  regularly  entered  at  the  custom 
house,  and  the  duties  paid.  They  are  then  shipped 
off  in  waggons,  to  Boston,  and  other  places.  Ves- 
sels are  continually  arriving  from  Halifax;  and  an 
accommodation  stage  is  daily  running  between  Hal- 
tll  and  Castine,  a distance  of  57  miles. 

“Can  such  things  be 
“ Without  our  special  -wonder  ?” 

Providence  Patriot. 

More  Trade. — J)a?iiel  J Amber t turned  smuggler  ! 
This  mammoth  gentleman  of  wax,  who  exhibited 
for  the  admiration  of  the  curious  in  every  part  of 
the  country,  was  lately  met  on  his  way  from  Cana- 
da by  a custom-house  officer,  who  remarking  the 
rotundity  of  Daniel’s  corporation,  had  the  curiosity 
to  subject  it  to  a.  critical  inspection  : when  lo  ! in- 
stead ol  flesh  and  blood,  or  even  straw,  the  entire 
fabric  of  this  unwieldy  gentleman  was  found  to  be 
composed  of  fine  English  cloths  and  kerseymeres  ! 

{Albany  Argus . 

Direct  tax.  The  following  are  the  portions  of 
the  several  states  of  the  direct  tax  of  six  millions  : 


Newhampshire 

Massachusetts 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

Vermont 

New-Yovk 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

Kentucky 

Ohio 

North  Carolina 
Tennessee 
South  Carolina 
Georgia 
Louisiana 


$193,586  74 
632,541  90 
69,404  35 
236,335  41 
90,687  43 
860,283  24 
217,743  66 
730,958  32 
64,092  90 
303,247  50 
738,360  88 
337,857  52 
208,200  28 
440,476  56 
320.173  10 
303,810  96 
189,872  98 
56,590  22 


boat  came  very  near  being  drowned.  He  lost  his 
mail,  newspapers,  letters,  &c 

One  of  the  Beebes,  at  Oysterponds,  some  time 
since,  was  detained  a prisoner  on  board  for  ten  days 
or  a fortnight,  lie  said  a mail  from  the  shores  of 
good  old  Connecticut  was  regularly  delivered  on 
board  the  squadron  twice  a week  as  punctually  as  it 
is  at  any  of  our  post-offices. 

They  get  the  news  from  New- York  on  board  the 
ships,  via  Connecticut,  earlier  than  we  receive  it  in 
the  Long-Island  mail. 

Quebec. — The  following  from  a Montreal  paper  of 
Jan.  7,  may  serve  to  give  us  some  idea  of  the  great 
trade  that  is  carried  on  between  Lower  Canada  and 
the  United  States.  It  is  impossible  that  these  goods 
could  have  been  imported  for  the  use  of  the  Canadas: 

“We  have  been  favored  by  a friend  with  the 
amounts  of  the  imports  and  exports  at  the  port  of 
Quebec,  in  1814 : and  with  the  assistance  of  that 
friend,  have  ascertained  their  actual  value  of  custom 
house  entry.  This  is  a subject  upon  which  we  dwell 
with  no  ordinary,  pleasure  ; because  it  illustrates 
the  growing  prosperity  of  the  country,  amidst  the 
din  of  war  and  devastation,  which  to  many  may  ap- 
pear paradoxical.  The  import  of  wines  at  prime 
cost  [this  is  the  rule  we  go  by]  is  225,0001.  curren- 
cy; colonial  produce,  including  brandies,  gin,  Irish 
spirits,  and  teas,  nearly  925,000/.  dry  goods,  all 
manufactured  in  the  British  isles,  corne  to  nothing 
short  of  1,600,000/.  The  custom-house  duty  is 
charged  at  the  manufacturers’  price  ; to  which  we 
add  i5  percent,  for  all  charges  to  Canada  ; and  we 
believe  we  scarcely  set  down  enough,  so  that  the 
total  value  of  the  imports  will  be  found  to  exceed 
2,750,000  currency.  In  18(,'0  they  were  not  a quar- 
ter of  this  amount!  The  exports  cannot  be  counted 
beyond  430,000/.  currency.  Although  the  value  in 
1809 — 10  was  of  three  times  the  extent,  or  thereby; 
yet  this  is  no  inclination  of  a declining  prosperity. 
For  two  years  the  crops  have  been  good  in  both  pro- 
vinces, and  the  prices  of  all  necessaries  fetch  double 
any  former  average,  one  article  with  another.  To 
this  may.be  accounted  the  great  augmentation  of 
internal  consumption  owing  to  the  increase  of  the 
army  and  navy,  and  the  various  departments  attached 
to  them.” 

Neutral  rights  : — Or  another  instance  of  Brtish 
magnanimity  in  a neutral  port.  We  yesterday  noticed 
in  our  paper  the  arrival  at  Philadelphia  of  the 
schooner  Ellen,  from  Lisbon,  since  which,  we  have 
been  informed,  that  when  the  Ellen  was  ready  to 
sail,  she  was  detained,  by  order  of  the  Portuguese 
government,  24  hours,  in  consequence  of  the  sailing 
of  a British  vessel,  in  conformity  to  the?  laws  of  na- 
tions ; which,  they  alleged,  does  not  allow  a vessel 
of  one  belligerent  to  sail  within  24  hours  after  the 
vessel  of  another  belligerent  from  a neutral  port. — 
Afterwards,  the  captain  of  the  Ellen  requested  of  the 
Portuguese  government  not  to  allow  any  of  the  Bri- 
tish ships  of  war,  then  in  Lisbon,  to  leave  port  with- 
in 24  hours  after  his  departure. 

This  request  was  assented  to,  and  orders  given  to 
that  effect — but,  as  soon  as  the  Ellen  got  under  way 
for  sea,  the  British  frigate  Curacoa  immediately 
weighed  to  follow  her  out.  The  fort,  at  Bellum,  fired 
a blank  cartridge  at  the  frigate,  of  which  she  took 
no  notice — afterwards,  several  shot  were  exchanged. 

The  fort  below,  viz. 


$6,000,000  00 

St.  Augustine. — It  is  stated  in  a way  mat,  we 
think,  maybe  fully  relied  on,  that  colonel  Woodbine 
was  at  St.  Augustine  early  in  December  last,  where 
lie  was  actually  raising  a military  force,  enlisting  all 
red,  black  and  white  persons  that  chose  to  come 
forward  to  the  red  cross  of  British  humanity.  On  the 
3d  December  he  is  said  to  have  had  between  4 and 
500  men.  Is  this  the  neutrality  of  the  Spaniards? 

Prizes. — A paragraph  is  running  through  the 
newspapers,  respecting  the  value  of  the  prizes  cap- 
tured from  the  enemy,  which,  from  the  manner  of 
the  publication,  may  be  thought  to  have  appeared  in 
this  work — and  the  editor  feels  it  due  to  his  own 
credit  to  disavow  the  extravagant  calculation.  He 
never  made  it,  or  said  any  thing  on  the  matter. — 

(j^The  thing  values  such  prizes  at  one  hundred 
and  thirty-three  millions  of  dollars!  !J 

Col.  Mitchell,  on  a visit  to  Elkton,  (Md.)  his  na- 
tive village,  was  invited  to  and  partook  of  a splen- 
did public  entertainment  there  on  the  18th  inst. — 

The  company  was  very  numerous  and  respectable,  ind  the  frigate  proc7ed”ed'o"m 

1 he  colonel  has  since  proceeded  to  his  command  onjst.  Julian,  then  fired,  and  the  Curacoa  thought  pro- 
the  Canada  frontier.  [per  to  come  to  an  anchor  and  give  up  the  pursuit. 

Traiterous  intercourse. — From  the  JVe-zv-York I The  British  officers  while  the  Ellen  lay  in  Lisbon, 
Columbian. — We  hear  from  Plumb-Island,  that  a few  j had  viewed  her  with  great  attention,  and  declared 
days  since,  one  of  the  mail-boats  from  the  land  of;  that  they  meant  to  have  her,  as  she  would  make  an 
Steady  Habits,  in  going  alongside  one  of  the  ships  j elegant  tender  for  his  majesty’s  navy.  The  conduct 
of  the  squadron,  upset,  and  the  poor  fellow  in  the  of  the  Portuguese, on  this  occasion,  was  very  honora* 
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ble  and  spirited.  But  the  conduct  of  the  British  1 the  men  1 aen  under  my  command,  including  officers, 
officer  was,  as  it  almost  invariably  has  been,  ever  j non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  was  only  se- 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  base  and  infa-  venty-six  ; this  was  far  an  inadequate  force,  and  our 
mous,  and  truly  characteristic  of  the  government,  situation  was  very  precarious.  I called  all  the  offi- 
They  seem  totally  regardless  of  every  principle  ofjeers  together,  and  after  a consultation  it  was  an 

• y •.  . - ' . ^ /•  • i . J .v  * Iah  nrvtni  mm  I U nn  lllinn  In  i»c*t  nun  » m in  mf  olir  ^ 1 1 1 o 


honor,  and  the  rights  of  every  independent  nation 
b [JVfo.  Adv. 

The  Democratic  Press  of  Saturday  last,  contains  . , , t , , 

a letter  from  the  captain  of  the  Ellen,  to  our  consul  mortally,  (who  that  night  died)  and  also  the  charge 
at  Lisbon,  in  which  he  states  the  particulars  of  the  of  the  cattle : being  compelled  that  night  after  the 


unanimous  opinion  to  return  immediately.  This 
was  thought  to  be  more  advisable  and  justifiable  in 
consequence  of  getting  one  of  our  men  wounded 


attack,  to  travel  through  large  prairies  in  the  utmost 
darkness,  and  through  an  excessive  rain  and  cold ; 
we  lost  nineteen  of  the  cattle,  which  we  hunted  for 
next  morning  until  an  hour  by  sun,  when  again  it 
was  an  unanimous  opinion,  that  it  was  not  safe  to 
tarry  any  longer,  as  more  danger  was  then  appre- 
hended than  before. 

On  the  same  night  we  discovered  many  fires 
around  us,  and  in  the  morning  the  prairies  were 
burnt  in  many  places. 

1 am  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient,  bum- 
ble servant, 

JAMES  B.  MOOltE. 

Colonel  JVm.  Russell. 

MILITARY. 

There  are  upwards  of  1500  British  prisoners  at 
Pittsfield,  Mass. 

Certain  movements  of  the  troops  indicate  a design 
to  draw  the  chief  part  of  the  force  from  Buffalo — a 
part  seems  destined  for  Sacketts-Hurbor  and  2‘latls - 
burg. 

The  legislature  of  Virginia  ha<=  made  choice  of 
Robert  li.  Taylor  and  Armistead  T.  Jllason,  major- 
generals  in  the  stale  corps  which  the  state  lias  de- 
termined to  raise. 

'Hie  brigadier  generals  are,  John  H.  Cocke,  Charles 
F.  Mercer,  David  Campbell,  John  W.  Green. 

NAVAL. 

The  “rotting”*  Peacock,  captain  Warrington,  and 
“rotting”*  Hornet , M.  C.  Biddle,  with  the  schooner 
Tom  Howling,  uiid  several  other  vessels,  went  to  sea 
from  New-Yorkjon  Friday  the  20th  inst.  Thus  they 
go,  without  waiting  for  the  “clemency”  or  “forbear- 
ance,” as  governor  Gore  says,  of  Great  Britain,  to 
“ permit ” them. 

The  ship  carpenters  at  Sackett's  Harbor  arc  said 
to  be  competent  to  build  two  r4‘s  and  a frigate  of 
the  first  class,  and  have  them  ready  for  the  lake,  by 
the  time  they  will  be  wanted. 

The  JVasp.  A brig  is  reported  to  have  arrived  at 
a southern  port,  that  fi  ll  in  with  the  U.  S.  sloop  of 
war  Wasp,  off  Turks  Island,  35  days  since — ail  well, 
but  no  particulars  staled. 

A small  party  of  brave  fellows  went  off  from  New 
London  a few  nights  ago  in  a commissioned  barge, 
and  re  captured  a sloop  with  three  men  on  board, 
though  lying  between  the  Majestic  and  a man  <«■  f 
war  brig,  and  brought  her  in  safe. 

On  the  death  of  .Mr.  Dnlph,  killed  !>v  the  English 
in  retaking, two  prizes  from  them  last  week,  off  Say- 
brook,  the  Connecticut  Gazette  remarks — “It  is  ve- 
ry extraordinary,  th.it  notwithstanding ’the  numerous 
rencontres  we  have  had  with  the  enemy,  he  is  the 
j only  person  who  has  been  killed  in  Connecticut,  or 

1 ’ , .1 


affair,  and  says  that  by  the  firing  of  the  British  upon 
the  castle  of  Helium,  the  commandant’s  life  was  en- 
dangered; and  shews  clearly  that  the  design  of  the 
enemy  was  to  capture  the  schooner  in  Tagus,  had 
they  not  been  prevented  by  the  fort,  St.  Julian,  hav- 
ing placed  boats  for  the  purpose,  Sec.  These  “friends 
of  religion,  liberty  and  law,”  are  the  most  finished 
pirates  of  the  world,  the  gang  late  of  La  Fette , not 
excepted. 

Mu.  LLorn,  of  Massachusetts,  has  written  a very 
long  letter  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph.  We  expect  to 
give  it  a place  in  our  next. 

Vermoxt.  The  people  of  gallant  Vermont  are 
emulating  the  example  set  them  by  the  town  of 
Boultney — (see  page  336)  and  appear  to  be  taking 
efficient  measures  to  prevent  traiterous  intercourse 
with  the  enemy — in  which  they  are  ably  seconded  by 
major-generals  Strong  and  Orms. 

Sackett’s  Harbor,  guarded  by  Brown,  with  his 
veterans,  is  considered  perfectly  safe  until  spring — 
when  it  will  be  protected  on  the  lake. 

St.  Louis,  (Missouri)  December  3. 

Colonel  Russell,  with  the  volunteers  and  rangers, 
came  in  on  Monday  last,  from  a tour  into  the  irnlian 
country.  We  understand  they  proceeded  north  to 
the  trace  leading  from  Iiock  river  to  Boon’s  lick 
settlement.  From  thence  towards  Grand  river,  and 
returned  by  the  upper  settlements  without  being 
able  to  see  an  enemy. 

Colonel  Russel  has  favored  us  with  the  following  re- 
port from  captain  Moore,  who  commanded  the 
detachment,  of  rangers  that  was  attacked  by  the 
indians  while  employed  in  escorting  beef  cattle  to 
fort  Clark. 

Camp  Russell,  Nov.  19th,  1814. 

Sir — Agreeably  to  your  command  1 left  this  place 
on  the  10th  inst.  and  proceeded  on  without  much 
inconvenience,  until  a few  miles  beyond  the  old 
iCickapoo  town,  where  we  came  upon  a party  of  in- 
flians  to  the  number  of  ten.  They  were  discovered 
by  major  John  Murdock,  who  that  day  was  behind  in 
captain  Short’s  detachment,  and  who  had  went  out 
into  a point  of  wood  to  spy,  or  make  discoveries. 

On  his  information,  the  rear  of  the  whole  detach- 
ment got  ahead  and  attacked  the  indians.  We  kill- 
ed five  of  them*  and  took  a squaw  and  a boy  of  about 
3 years  oid  prisoners,  the  two  latter  are  here. 

The  information  the  squaw  gave  us  was  that  we 
were  surrounded  by  the  indians,  in  considerable  num- 
bers, and  the  most  of  them  Kick,  pons  ; and  her  in- 
formation seems  to  correspond  with  the  discovery 
we  made  of  many  trails  leading  from  the  W abash, 
towards  the  mouth  of  Sangameux.  As  to  herself, 

she  said  she  and  her  party  were  PoUowatlomjes  ; jon  oiir  coast  since  the  war. 
but  as  proof  of  their  hostility,  they  had  with  them  j The  British  privateer  Rover,  lately  was  pff  the 
a hoe  that  had  been  takes  from  Cox,  who  was  killed  I mouth  of  Connecticut  river,  and ‘sent  a barge  to 
on  Shoal  Creek,  and  also  they  had  their  mouths  full  'capture  some  crafi;  but  a few  of  the  people  volun- 
of  b ills  : moreover  they  had  with  them  a home- 1 leered  and  manned  a long  boat — re-capturedthe  ve  s- 
made  blanket  an.l  a h it  supposed  was  taken  from  a s Is,  and  made  the  Englishmen  prisoners.  In  the 
Miss  Cox  about  one  ye  n*  ago.  The  total  number  of  I skirmish  we  had  one  man  killed,  and  the  lieutenant 


.1 

* Three  men,  a boy  of  about  13  or  14  years  of  -ge,  I 
and  a squaw.  The  latter  was  killed  without  niyl 
knowledge. 


of  the  privateer  was  also  slain. 

Two  small  vessels,  prizes  to  the  British  privateer 

*See  last  No.  page  336. 
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Rover,  have  also  been  driven  on  shore,  near  Brook-i  nadian  born  subject,  and  some  Canadian  gentleme” 


Haven,  (Long  Island  Sound) — three  or  the  prize 
crews  were  drowned,  and  the  survivors,  six  in  num- 
ber, gave  themselves  up  prisoners.  The  vessels  were 
got  off  by  the  inhabitants  without  much  injury. 

A sloop  was  recently  seen  off  New  London  ma- 
noeuvring till  dark,  with  a cargo  of  live  stock — the 
n#xt  morning  she  was  under  the  stern  of  the  majes- 
tic razee!  What  a pity  that  such  villains  are  not 
exalted . 

The  kind  of  treatment  received  by  American  prison- 
soners  of  war  in  England,  may  be  gathered  from 
the  following  extract  of  a letter  from  an  American 
seaman,  to  his  parents  in  Philadelphia  : 

“ Dartmouth  prison, (England)  October  22d,  18 Li. 

«*  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight 


of  Quebec,  for  said  lieut.  Rolette’s  conduct  under 
the  brave  com.  Barclay,  in  the  action  with  the  Amerh 
can  squadron  on  the  10th  Sept.  1813,  which  conduct 
merits  the  warmest  approbation  of  his  countrymen, 
and  reflects  great  credit  on  lieut.  Rolette,  as  an  of- 
ficer and  seaman. — Quebec  Gaz. 


Statistical  Scraps. 

“Salt,”  says  a letter  to  the  editor,  from  Kenhawa 
Salines , Va.  “is  now  selling  here  from  50  to  62  1-2 
cents  per  bushel  of  501bs.”  Jan.  1815. 

Ohio.  Extract  of  another  letter  to  the  editor  of  the 
Register. — “As  you  are  a friend  to  the  western 
country,  you  will  no  doubt  be  delighted  to  hear  of 
hundred  and  me,  I arrived  in  England  from  Philauel-  j proofs  of  its  rising  importance,  from  any  source, 
phisu  Shortly  after  my  arrival  1 was  impressed  on  j Our  monthly  returns  from  the  several  land  offices  in 
board  his  majesty’s  ship  Princess,  receiving  ship  for  Ohio  raid  Indiana  Territory,  exhibit  an  unparalleled 
impressed  seamen.  1 coulu  not  obtain  my  discharge  sale  of  public  lands,  since  the  pacification  of  the  In- 
on  account  of  an  order  which  was  issued,  to  J dian  tribes  in  that  quarter.  In  some  districts  the 

notwithstanding  their  protections , a number  of  A meiu-  sales  have  been  doubled  in  the  last  six  months.  In  the 
cans  ! I was  sent  to  Plymouth,  and,  after  being  } Canton  District,  for  instance,  the  sales  in  November 

(the  last  account  received)  is  upwards  of  45,000 
acres,  nearly  ail  in  quarter  sections.  When  I came 
into  the  office  m May  last,  the  monthly  sales  were 


detained  there  three  moths,  was  ordered  on  board 
the  Nautilus  sloop  of  war,  about  to  sad  as  one  of  a 
convoy  from  Spithead  for  Gibraltar.  During  tins 
time  I,  in  vain,  endeavored  to  procure  my  discharge.  J only  about  17,000.  In  Cincinnati  district,  the  sales 
Soon  after  arriving  at  Gibraltar,  we  were  st.v > exceed  Canton.  The  emigration  to  the  state  the 


wer 

tioned  for  a consideruoie  time  in  the  Mediterranean. 
After  a series  of  hardships,  anti  no  scanty  share  o i 
brutal  treatment,  which  would  neither  afford  you 
pleasure  in  perusing,  nor  me  iu  penning,  in  the 
month  of  December,  1812,  we  received  intelligence 
of  war  having  been  declared.  The  Americans  on 
board  of  our  ship  immediately  gave  themselves  up 
as  prisoners  of  war.  Being  then  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, we  were  sent  to  prison  in  Malta,  at  which  place 
the  plague  was  then  raging — in  this  prison  we  were 
kept  till  the  4th  of  May,  1814. 

“ During  our  confinement  we  suffered  excessively 
for  the  common  necessaries  of  life — ami  every  trick 
was  tried  to  torture  us  into  the  horrid  alternative  of 
entering  on  board  their  ships.  You  may  form  some 
idea  of  our  situation  and  feelings,  when  1 inform  you, 
that  not  less  than  eleven  thousand  of  the  inhabitants 
were  hurried  to  their  graves,  starvation  staring  us 
in  the  face,  and  no  prospect  of  release  from  a close, 
foul  prison ! All  their  attempts  at  our  seduction 
proved  fruitless. 

“ We  were,  however,  finally  sent  to  this  prison. 
I need  scarcely  mention  that  1 never  received  a pen- 
ny of  pay.  The  number  of  Americans  here  is  sup- 
posed to  be  between  4 and  5000. 

My  best  respects  to  my  brothers — inform  them  of 
my  present  situation,  and  the  treacherous,  ungrate- 
ful treatment  that  I have  and  am  now  receiving  from 
the  infernal  tyrants  that  now  oppress  me : after 
having  faithfully,  though  reluctantly,  served  them 
for  twelve  years,  without  pay,  prize-money,  or  pen- 
sion— thrown  into  prison,  and  there  doomed  to  spend 
tiie  remainder  of  my  life.  Such  is  British  gratitude! 
Such  is  the  recompence  they  make  to  the  defenders 
of  their  country  ! Such  infamy  must,  at  some  period, 
meet  with  its  deserts.  Notwithstanding  the  love  1 
bear  my  brothers,  I would  sooner  hear  of  their  fail- 
ing by  the  sword  of  their  enemy  than,  remaining  in- 
active spectators.” 

Dreadful  shipwreck.  The  British  sloop  of  war 
Sylph  went  on  shore  near  the  east  end  of  Long  Isl- 
and, on  the  night  of  the  17th  inst.  and  all  her  crew, 
14  excepted,  perished!  One  hundred  dead  bodies 
were  counted  on  the  beach.  Another  account  says 
that  only  6 persons  were  saved. 

A fifty  guinea  sword  has  been  subscribed  by  the 
school  companions  of  lieut.Frederick  Rolette,  a C.'.- 


lust  summer,  also,  has  been  beyond  all  example, 
great.  The  main  road  through  the  state,  1 am  told* 
has  been  almost  literally  covered  with  waggons 
moving  out  families. 

Sheep.  Another  letter  to  the  editor  says — “We 
are  in  the  culture  of  JUerino  sheep,  and  have  a beau- 
tiful dock  of  nearly  five  hundred.  We  have  named 
our  plantation  af  ter  the  celebrated  plains  of  Estra- 
ntadura,  in  Spain.  We  are  situated  two  miles  from 
Kendal.”  (Ohio.) 

In  the  statistical  work  of  Dr.  Colquhotin  the  con- 
quests made  by  Great  Britain  since  1792,  are  esti- 
mated at  106,000,000^,  whereof  87,000,000^  are 
restored  by  the  treaty  of  Paris.  Since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  there  have  been  taken  ships 
and  other  floating  property  worth  50,000,000  or 

60.000. 0004. more. 

The  French  papers  give  the  following  statement 
of  the  number  of  troops  employed  according  to 
them,  against  France,  during  the  late  campaign  : 
troops  of  the  ci-devant  confederation  of  the  Rhine 

145.000  men.  2.  Austrian  army  in  France  and  Italy, 

250.000.  3.  Russian  army,  250,000.  4.  Prussian* 

army,  200,000.  5.  Swedish  army,  30,000.  6.  Corps 

of  Dutch,  30,000.  7-  English  army  in  Spain  and 
the  Netherlands,  60,000.  8.  Spanish  and  Portu- 

guese army  in  the  field,  80,000.  9.  Neapolitan  ortr.y, 

30.000.  10.  Danish  auxiliary  corps,  10,000.  Total* 

1.085.000  men  exclusive  of  the  landwehr. 

It  appears  by  a return  made  to  the  house  of  com 
mens  from  the  colonial  department,  dated  the  5th 
instant,  of  the  slave  ships  condemned  in  the  British 
colonics,  together  with  the  number  of  slaves  they 
had  on  board,  from  1810  to  1812,  that  no  less  than 
40  vessels  were  condemned  during  that  period,  viz. 
27  at  Sierre  Leone,  5 at  the  Cape,  3 at  the  Bahamas., 
2 at  Barbftdoes,  and  3 at  Jamaica,  containing  alto- 
gether, 6257  slaves  of  whom  1200  were  femaies. 

The  present  state  of  the  church  establishment  of 
England  is  indicated  by  two  of  tiiose  official  docu- 
ments for  which  the  public  are  indebted  to  the  vigi- 
lance of  parliament.  By  an  abstract  of  the  non-re- 
dent incumbents  laid  before  the  house  of  lords  lor 
the  year  1812,  it  appears  that  at  this  time  there  ap- 
pertain to  our  church  establishment  10,582  benefices* 
including  133  dignities;  that  of  these,  5,100  are 
non-resident,  and  5,432  are  resident.  That  of  these 
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1,964  reside  on  other  benefices;  382  are  infirm  ; and 
3,120  want  a parsonage  house.  The  non-residenls, 
witivmt  leave,  are  746,  of  whom  there  are  -21  m 
St.  David’s  and  93  in  Exeter.  The  diocesses  in  re- 
gard to  their  size,  contain,  Lincoln  1,252  benefices  , 
Norwich  1,030  ; York  830  ; Litchfield  677 ; Exeter 
610  ; London  and  Chester  respectively,  586  and  585; 
the  others  fewer,  and  Rochester  but  107.  In  Car- 
lisle,  Chester,  London,  Peterborough,  und  ^oik, 
the  residents  exceed  the  non-residents;.  and  in  Bris- 
tol they  .arc  131  each  ; but  tliG  non-residents  are  to 
the  residents  in  St.  D-vid’s  nearly  as  8 to  1 ; in  Ban- 
gor as  4 to  1,  and  in  Landaff  as  7 to  1 i}  owing,  as 
rnav  be  supposed,  to  the  poverty  of  the  benefices  ; 
though  in  Litchfield  and  Lincoln  they  are  at  least  2 
to  1.  By  ano  her  of  these  interesting  documents, 
made  up  to  January  1st,  1813,  it  appears  that  (Ely 
exc  epted)  there  were  3,926  curates,  58  of  whom  re- 
ceived but  10/.  per  annum  ; 217,  but  20/;  679,  30/; 
683,  40/;  617,  50/;  100  from  60  to  100/.;  and 
only  40  above  100/. 

Proceedings  of  Congress. 

IN -SENATE. 

Thursday,  Jan.  19.— After  disposing  of  some  other 
^natters — The  senate  proceeded  to  tit*  consideration 
of  the  message  from  llie  house  announcing  its  ais- 
greement  to  the  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the 
bank  bill. 

After  a variety  of  speaking  and  debating,  and 
several  motions,  the  question  to  insist  on  the  first 
amendment,  was  decided  as  follows  : 

For  in  •itfinr — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Chase,  Condit,  Hosvell, 
Lac-oc-A.  Morrow,  Huberts,  Smith,  Taylor,  Tt.rwrr,  Vara  mi*,  Wal- 
ker— 13. 

Against  insisting— Messrs.  Barbour.  Brown,  Duggctt,  Dana,  Fro- 
menti'i,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Golds  borough,  Gore,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  Kerr,  King,  Lambert,  Masou,  .Robinson,  'l'ait,  Thompson, 
AVcl!.,  V/harton— il. 

So  iv  senate  refused  to  insist  on  this  amendment. 

Air.  Roberts  moved  to  postpone  tiie  further  con- 
sideration until  the  2d  Monday  of  March  next — 
equivalent  to  a rejection.  After  debate,  the  ques- 
tion was  decided  as  follows  : 

Fur  postponement— ssrs.  G.rillar !,  G-man, Kerr,  Lncock, Lam- 
bert. Roberts,  Taylor.  Turner,  Yarn  urn — 9. 

Jguinitt  postponement — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bibb,  Brown, 
Chase,  Coiu.it,  Dagi^et,  Dana,  Fronientin,  Gibs,  Goldsborougli, 
Gore,  Horsey,  Howell.  Hunter,  King,  Mason,  Morrow,  ltobioson, 
Soiili,  Fait,  Thompson,  Waiker,  Wells,  Wharton— 25. 

The  question  on  .Mr.  Giie*’  motion  to  recede  from 
the  said  first  amendment,  was  then  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  ayes  18. 

Mr.  King  then  moved  to  recede  from  all  the  other 
amendments  to  which  the  house  had  disagreed. 

Tne  senate  tiien  receded  from  such  ot  the  said 
remaining  amendments,  as  preceded  the  following  : 

'fiie  question  on  receding  from  tiie  insertion  of  the 
section,  authorising  tiie  bank  under  certain  circum- 
stances, to  suspend  payment  of  their  notes  in  specie, 
was  decided  as  follows  : 

For  receding— Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Daegett,  Dana,  Frame. i- 
tin,  Gaillarcl.  O rman,  Giles,  Gohlshornugli.  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
Ken1,  King,  Lam  burl;  Mason,  Thotnpsoa.  Wdk — .8. 

Against  receding—  Messrs.  Ami*  rsua.  Bibb,  Ci.ase,  Condit,  How- 
ell, Lacuck,  Morrow,  Rob.-rts,  Robinson,  Smith, 'Fait,  Taylor,  'Fur. 
utr,  Varnum,  Waiker,  Wharton— ib. 

S * the  senate  virtu:. Uy  disagreed  io  the  insertion 
of  such  a section.  Whereupon 

M . Bibb  moved  to  postpone  to  the  second  Mon- 
day in  March  (to  reject)  the  fur. her  consideration 
of  this  biii. 

Air.  Smith,  then,  expressing  a desire  to  have  a 
night’s  reflection  on  this  question,  moved  to  adjourn. 

T.iere  were  19  ayes  in  favor  of  the  motion;  and 
the  senate  adjourned  at  a late  hour. 

Friday,  Jan.  29.  After  disposing  of  other  busi- 
ness, among  which  was  the  quaslion  as  to  the  right 


of  Mr.  Bledsoe,  to  a vote,  which  was  decided  in 
the  negative — 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  to  the  bank  bill. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Bibb’s  motion  to  postpone 
to  the  2<i  Monday  in  March  (to  reject)  tiie  further 
consideration  of  the  subject,  being  yet  under  con- 
sideration— 

A very  able  and  highly  interesting*  debate  took 
place,  in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Bibb,  Mr.  Tay- 
lor and  Mr.  Rolx-ris  supported  the  affirmative,  and 
Mr.  Giles  the  negative  side. 

Tiie  question  was  decided  at  late  hour  as  fol- 
lows: 


For  postponement— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Condit,  Gail  lard, 
Howell,  Ke it,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Taylor,  Turner, 
Varnum,  Walker. — 14 

Aguinrt  iU — Messrs.  Barixiur,  Brown,  Chasr,  Da;j£ett,  Dana, 
Froauiiiii’.,  German,  Giles,  Goichbnvwijrh,  Guns  Homey,  Honor, 
King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Robinson,  Tail,  Thompson,  Webs, 
Wharton. — 2C. 

So  the  senate  refused  to  postpone  the  bill. 

O.i  motion  of  Mr.  Giles, 

'fhe  senate  then  determined  to  recede  from  its 
disagreements  with  die  house.  Adjourned* 

[Tue  bill  wants  only  the  signature  of  the  presi- 
dent to  become  a law.] 

Monday,  January  23. — Air.  Mason’s  motion  for 
requiring  of  the  executive  the  reasons  why  a call  for 
information  by  the  senate  in  relation  to  tiie  state  of 
the  army,  had  not  been  obeyed,  was  again  considered, 
and  negatived,  18  to  12. 

The  senate  was  occupied  the  principal  part  of  the 
day  in  discussion  of  the  bill  from  the  house  “to  pro* 
hibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;” the  further  consideration  of  which  was,  at 
the  close  of  the  sitting,  postponed  until  to  morrow. 

KO USB  OF  IIEPIIBSBXTATIVLS. 

Thursday,  Jan,  19.  The  house  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on 
the  letter  ofPatrick  Magruder,  clerk  qf  this  house, 
touching  tiie  destruction  by  the  hands  of  tiie  cnemv* 
of  tiie  vouchers  fop  the  contingent  expenditures  of 
his  office;  and  after  considerable  debate,  tiie  reso- 
lution reported  by  the  committee  was  untended  so 
as  to  read  as  follows,  and  then  agreed  to  bv  tiie 
house,  viz. 

Resolved, That  Patrick  Magruder,  clerk  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  be  credited  at  the  proper  office  m 
the  treasury  department  for  the  sum  of  g3i’,66o  78, 
and  such  other  sums  us  he  shall  exhibit  satisfactory 
evidence  of  having  properly  paid  for  expenditures  <m 
account  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  house  of 
representatives  since  his  last  settlement;  and  that  a 
copy  of  this  and  tiie  former  report  of  the  committee 
be  filed  in  the  auditor’s  office. 

Tiie  bill  from  t lie  senate,  supplementary  to  the 
act  passed  at  the  last  session  for  the  iudemiifficnlioir 
of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Missis- 
sippi territory,  was  read  a third  time  as  amended, 
and  passed. 


lilt.*  Ul.i  lUi'  Ul 


department,  ]>..ssed  through  a committee  of  the 
whole,  and  was  ordered  to  oe  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

The  bill  to  r Iter  and  amend  the  several  acts  esta- 
blishing. a navy  department,  by  adding  thereto  a 
board  of  commissioners,  went  thro’ a committee  of 
*Jie  whole. 

1 riday,  Jan.  2d.  1 lie  speaker  laid  before  the- 

house  two  let. cis  from  the  secretary  of  the  treason 
die  One  transmitting  his  annual  report  of  the  n*me> 
and  salaries  of  the  clerks  employed  in  the-  treasury 
department  of  1814,  and  the  other  the  annual  state- 
ment of  the  district  tonnage  of  tiie  United  States  on 
the  hist  December  hist;  and  also  a letter  ficfin  <j.,> 
secretary  of  the  navy,  transmitting  his  ar.nuj  t&rJv* 
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of  the  names  and  salaries  of  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  navy  department  for  the  year  1814.  | 

The  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  establish-  j 
ing  a navy  department  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading — and  a great  deal  of  other  busi- 
ness of  lesser  importance  was  transacted. 

Saturday , Jan.  21. — The  report  of  the  committee 
of  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  ot  the  two 
houses  relative  to  the  volunteer  bill,  Was  agreed  to 
by  both  houses;  and  the  bill  only  wants  the  signature 
of  the  president  to  become  a law. 

Several  memorials  and  resolves  of  the  legislature 
of  the  Mississippi  territory,  were  presented  in  each 
house;  among  which  was  a petition  for  authority  to 
call  a convention  to  form  a constitution,  preparatory 
to  admission  into  the  union. 

The  several  bills  passed  to  a third  reading  on 
Friday  were  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Jackson’s  bill  to  amend  the  militia  act  (so  far 
as  relates  to  the  organization  of  the  militia)  under- 
went considerable  discussion  and  some  amendment 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  and,  being  reported  to 
the  house,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Clark  made  a motion  to  supersede  the  present 
clerk  of  the  house — ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Monday,  Jan.  23. — Mr.  Eppes  reported  a bill  to 
levy  a direct  tax  on  the  district  of  Columbia— for 
laying  a duty  on  lotteries — and  a bill  to  amend  the 
act  laying  duties  on  the  retailers  of  licenses  (for  the 
relief  of  domestic  manufacturers  of  wine,  who  them- 
selves dispose  of  their  products),  the  two  first  of 
which  were  committed,  and  the  latter  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

On  mot  ion  of  Mr.  Clarke,  of  Ken.  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  orders  of  the  day  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow,  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  resolution  for  the  removal  of  Patrick 
Magruder  from  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  and  the  appointment  of  a successor. 

[It  is  alleged  that  tiie  clerk  or  his  deputies,  did 
not  take  sufficient  care  to  preserve  the  records  of  the 
house,  during  the  late  incursion  of  the  enemy,  though 
it  seems  the  most  valuable  papers  were  saved. — 
Among  those  tast  were  the  vouchers  for  the  con- 
tingent exp.ences  of  the  last  year,  on  account  of 
which  he  had  received  50,000  dollars — it  is  stated 
that  all  had  been  expended  except  about  3,000  dol- 
lars— but  vouchers  for  more  than  30,000  cannot  be 
obtained.] 

Tuesday,  Jan.  24.  Mr.  Troup,  from  the  commit- 
tee on  military  affairs,  reported  a bill  making  provi- 
sion for  subsisting  the  army  of  the  United  Stales  by 
by  authorizing  tne  appointment  of  commissaries  of 
subsistence,  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  T.  also  from  the  same  committee  reported  a 
bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a tract  of  land  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States  (being  the  land  adja- 
cent to  the  village  of  Pluttsburg,  on  which  fort  Mo- 
reau and  other  batteries  are  erected) — which  was 
twice  read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

Tne  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
Benjamin  W.  CrowninshielJ, -secretary  of  the  navy, 
transmitting  an  annual  report  of  tiie  commissioners 
of  the  navy  pension  fund ; which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act  laying  duties 
on  licences  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors, 
and  foreign  merchandize,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

Tue  order  of  the  day,  on  Mr.  Jackson’s  proposi- 
tion to  amend  the  constitution,  so  as  to  give  to  con- 
gress power  to  establish  a national  bank,  Sec.  having 
bden  called  over,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  the  fur-, 


ther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  iiulefinitei) 
Wednesday,  Jan.  25.  The  house  was  engaged  in 
various  business  this  day.  It  postponed,  indefinitely, 
Mr.  Jackson’s  bill  to  conform  the  organization  of  the 
militia  to  that  of  the  several  states,  &c. — also  the 
bill  for  declaring  the  assent  of  congress  to  an  act 
of  the  legislature  of  Georgia,  establishing  fees  for 
the  health  officer,  &c.  at  Savannah  at  St.  Mary’s-^ 
and  passing  the  bill  for  purchasing  certain  land  in 
the  vicinity  of  Plattsburg;  and  that  for  extending 
the  time  of  Oliver  Evans’  patent. 


From  the  JYew-York  Evening  Post. 

From  roiiT*Au-piUNCE. The  letter-of-marqUe 

schooner  Jonquille,  capt.  Carman,  has  arrived  at 
Beaufort,  (N.  C.)  in  nine  days  from  Port-au-Prince, 
with  a cargo  of  sugar,  tortoise  shell,  some  prize 
goods  and  a considerable  amount  in  specie,  to  Cox 
and  Montaudevert,  of  this  city,  owners — She  has 
captured  on  her  voyage  4 prizes,  manned  one,  (ar- 
rived,) ransomed  another,  gave  the  third  up  to  the 
prisoners,  and  the  fourth  destroyed.  Captain  Car- 
man writes  to  his  owners  in  this  city,  that  the  only 
news  at  Port-au-Prince  or  from  the  island  is,  that  the 
two  ministers  sent  out  by  the  court  of  France  were 
received  by  the  presideni  Petion  and  emperor  Chris- 
tophe.  Their  demands  on  the  part  of  the  king 
Were,  that  the  island  and  inhabitants  should  return 
to  their  former  allegiance.  This  was  promptly  re- 
jected— Christophe  sent  his  soldiers  and  unexpected- 
ly seized  the  ambassador  with  all  his  instructions, 
in  which  it  was  found  he  was  to  encourage  and  pro- 
mote disaffection  between  the  mul&ttoes  and  blacks, 
he  instantly  turned  him  out  to  the  soldiery,  who 
terminated  his  mortal  existence.  Petion  treated 
the  other  With  much  courtesy  during  my  stay,  anti 
sent  him  in  a small  vessel  under  a strong  expedition 
to  Jamaica.  He  says  the  torches  are  ready  when 
their  tyrants  approach  to  destroy  every  vestige  of 
civilization,  not  a cock  shall  crow  on  the  plains  to 
nourish  them,  not  a tree  or  a hut  shall  afford  them 
shelter  from  a Tropical  sun,  and  the  mountains 
shall  become  our  abiding  place  from  whence  we 
have  the  abundant  means  of  annoying  them,  and 
rendering  them  still  more  comfortless  than  God  and 
nature  will  do.  They  are  already  storing  the  moun- 
tains with  cured  provisions  and  the  most  active  pre- 
parations are  going  on  to  complete  their  means  of 
defence.  The  minister  to  Petion  represented  the 
foreign  merchants  there  as  a set  of  desperate  and 
needy  adventurers  who  were  his  bad  counsellors, 
and  that  when  his  master  sent  there  they  would  be 
committed  to  the  stake.  -The  secret  expedition  that 
was  progressing  in  Jamaica  had  not  yet  sailed — ge- 
neral opinion  was  that  it  was  destined  for  some 
southern  quarter  of  the  United  States. — While  at 
Port-au-Prince,  his  B.  M.  sloop  of  war  Peruvian 
touched  there  on  her  way  to  Gonnaives,  Bermuda 
and  New-Providence,  with  an  agent  of  the  house  of 
Boyles  and  co.  Jamaica,  supposed  for  the  purpose  of 
placing  funds  at  the  two  latter  places  to  purchase 
southern  produce  that  is  to  be  captured  by  the  ex- 
pedition now  fitting  out. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

Wre  have  the  details  of  the  operations  of  the  ene- 
my in  the  south.  They  have  captured  Point  Petre 
and  St.  JMarfs  without  much  opposition,  and  an  at- 
tack upon  Savannah  was  apprehended.  There  force 
is  stated  at  from  1500  to  2000  men. 

The  Georgians  are  rising  in  arms — and  we  shall 
soon  see  a contrast  between  St.  Muiy's  and  Casline — 
the  southern  and  eastern  extremeties  of  our  coast. 

U^Xo thing  of  importance  in  congress  on  Thurs- 
day. 
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legislature  of  Pennsylvania 

INAUGURAL  ADDRESS. 

To  the  Senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Fellow-Citizens — Again  honored  by  a re-election 
to  the  office  of  chief  magistrate;  again  in  the  pre- 
sence of  'he  representatives  of  the  people,  I have 
renewed  my  Oaths  of  fealty  to  the  constitution,  and 
again,  in  sincerity,  and  singleness  of  heart,  I pledge 
myself  ever  to  be  mindful  of  the  rights,  interests 
and  happiness  of  the  people,  who  have  repeatedly 
and  in  the  most  distinguished  manner  reposed  their 
highest  confidence  in  me;  all  the  return  I can  make, 
is,  an  honest  devotion  of  all  the  faculties  of  my 
mind  to  promote  their  welfare;  that  such  devotion 
has  been  heretofore  rendered  and  acceptably  receiv- 
ed, I have  abundaiit  reason  to  be  convinced. 

Having  by  message  communicated  to  the  legisla- 
ture the  state  of  the  commonwealth,  and  suggested 
such  measures  as  have  appeared  to  me  likely  to  pro- 
mote the  general  weal,  1 hare  now  no  special  re- 
commendation to  offer  to  your  consideration  as  le- 
gislators; yet  such  are  my  impressions,  and  anxieties, 
that  I should  feel  I had  but  half  discharged  the  obli- 
gationof  duty,  were  I to  return  from  this  assembly, 
without  endeavoring  to  impress  upon  all  its  mem- 
bers, and  would  to  God  upon  all  their  constituents, 
tl»e  sacred,  and  at  this  time  indispensable  necessity 
of  such  an  union  of  sentiment,  as  shall  secure  an 
union  of  action,  against  our  common  enemy.  It  is 
scarcely  possible  to  read  the  resolutions,  against  the 
inadmissible  terms  proposed  by  the  British  minis- 
ters, which  were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  highly 
respectable  legislatures  of  the  states  of  New-York, 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  without  feeling  aglow 
of  patriotic  fervor  and  inward  conviction  that  such 
unanimity  throughout  the  United  S ates  would  be 
the  surest  guide  to  successful  warfare,  and  the 
surest  pledge  of  an  honorable  and  speedy  peace. 

The  blood  of  our  brave  troops  has  been  shed  in 
vain;  vain  are  the  laurels  they  have  won,  and  the 
praises  they  have  received,  if  the  public  voice  be 
rent  in  twain  by  discord,  and  the  public  arm  be  pal- 
sied by  faction;  in  vain  has  our  flag,  resplendent  with 
many  victories,  been  proudly  displayed  in  every 
clime,  and  its  victorious  defenders  been  hailed  as 
the  bravest  of  the  brave,  if  their  countrymen  will 
not  emulate  their  virtues,  and  unite  head,  heart  and 
hand  against  the  common  foe.  When  the  indepen- 
dence and  integrity  of  our  country  are  at  stake, 
what  American  will  withhold  his  utmost  efforts  to 
redeem  them.  When  the  soil  which  gave  us  birth 
and  covers  the  bones  of  our  fathers  is  trodden  by 
the  feet  of  hostile  men,  who  threaten  to  destroy  and 
lay  waste  our  homes  and  temples  of  worship,  shall 
we  hesitate  to  march  to  meet  them  because  we  may 
not  have  approved  of  the  declaration  of  war,  or  be- 
cause we  may  not  approve  of  the  manner  in  which  it 
has  been  conducted,  or,  because  we  do  not  approve 
of  the  men  who  are  constitutionally  in  autho- 
rity ? most  certainly  not;  such  reasoning,  how- 
ever satisfactory  to  the  individual  it  might  in- 
fluence, would  have  no  weight  with  the  community, 
;uui  w'ould  be  but  a feeble  apology  for  abandoning 
the  nation  in  time  of  peril  and  danger.  Let  us  go 
forth  united,  and  who  shatl  stttnd  before  oTTV  etn- 
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battled  multitude.  When  we  nave  exp  lie.  lie 
proud  invaders,  and  conquered  an  honorable  peace, 
then  let  us  settle  our  political  differences,  exact 
rigid  accounts  from  those  in  authority,  and  in  the 
usual  constitutional  regular  manner  let  the  highest 
of  our  public  functionaries  be  arraigned  at  the  bar 
of  public  opinion,  and  if  any  be  found  dishonest  or 
incapable,  let  them  be  set  aside,  and  men  more 
worthy  be  appointed  to  fill  their  stations.  But  let 
us  not,  I beseech  you,  indulge  party  feelings  at  the 
expense  of  principle,  nor  engage  i:i  party  animosity 
and  fan  a flame  in  which  tiie  vital  interests  of  our 
country  may  be  consumed.  Upon  you  my  friends 
and  fellow  citizens  mucti  depends,  your  conduct  and 
example  will,  as  it  ought,  have  much  influence  w ith 
your  constituents,  will  not  be  viewed  with  indiffer- 
ence by  other  states  or  even  by  the  enemy.  If  I 
have  urged  this  subject  with  more  words,  warmth 
or  earnestness  than  you  may  deem  necessary,  im- 
pute it  to  the  deep  conviction  I have  of  the  baleful 
effects  of  every  measure  which  represents  us  to  the 
enemy  as  a divided  people. 

This  is  probably  the  last  time  I shall  personally 
have  the  honor  to  address  the  general  assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  I embrace  it  to  express  the  affec- 
tionate solicitude  1 feel  for  the  happiness,  and  pros- 
perity of  a state,  which  has  not  only  bestowed  upon 
me,  in  common  with  my  fellow  citizens,  the  enjoy- 
ment of  so  many  civil,  religious  and  political  rights, 
but  has  also  honored,  and  distinguished  me  >.o  fre- 
quently as  to  bind  me  to  its  interests  by  the  stumgest 
lies  of  gratitude,  and  esteem.  To  you,  gentlemen, 
the  representatives  of  this  slate.  1 tender  for  your- 
selves and  your  constituents  my  best  wishes  for 
your  happiness;  and  J offer  up  my  fervent  prayers 
to  the  Giver  of  all  good,  that  he  will  bless,  protect 
and  defend  you  and  our  country  from  the  machina- 
tions of  all  enemies  public  and  private. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

J{clrrisburgt  December  20,  1814. 


Brevet  Appointments. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector-  General s Office, 

Is!  December , 1814. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  has  conferred 
brevet  rank  on  the  following  officers  of  the  army,  for 
gallant  and  meritorious  conduct,  during  the  last 
campaign  : 

Benjamin  Forsyth,  major  of  the  1st  rifle  regi- 
ment, to  be  a lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet,  6th  Fe- 
bruary, 1814. 

Andrew  II.  Holmes,  captain  in  24th  infantry,  to 
be  major  by  brevet,  4th  .March,  1814- 

Robert  H.  M‘Pherson,  captain  light  artillery,  to 
be  major  by  brevet,  30th  March,  1814. 

George  E.  Mitchell,  lieutenant-colonel  artillery, 
to  be  colonel  by  brevet,  5lh  May,  1814. 

Daniel  Appling,  major  of  the  1st  rifle  regiment, 
to  oe  lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet,  30th  May,  1814. 

Turner  Crocker,  captain  in  9th  infantry,  to  be 
major  by  brevet,  4th  July,  1814. 

Thomas  S.  Jesup,  major  in  25lh  infantry,  to  be 
lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet,  5th  July,  1814,  colonel, 
25th  July,  1814 

Henry  Leavenworth,  major  in  9th  infantry,  to  be- 

Sk  ' ' 
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lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet,  5th  July,  1814,  colonel, 
25\h  July,  1814. 

John  M‘Neai,  major  in  11th  infantry,  to  be  lieute- 
nant-colonel by  brevet,  5th  July,  1814. 

Nathan  Towson,  captain  in  artillery,  to  be  major 
by  brevet,  5th  July,  1814,  lieutenant-colonel,  15th 
August,  1814. 

Roger  Jones,  captain  in  artillery,  to  be  major  by 
brevet,  5th  July,  1814. 

Thomas  Harrison,  captain  in  42d  infantry,  to  be 
in  <jor  bv  brevet,  5th  July,  1814. 

Loring  Austin,  captain  in  46th  infantry,  to  be  ma- 
jor bv  brevet,  5th  July,  1814. 

William  J.  Worth,  1st  lieut.  in  23d  infantry,  to  be 
captain  by  brevet,  5th  July;  1814. 

George  Watts,  2d  lieut.  light  dragoons,  to  be  1st 
lieut.  by  brevet,  5th  July,  1814. 

Stephen  Rector,  3d  lieutenant  of  rangers,  to  be 
23  lieutenant  by  brevet,  13th  July,  1814. 

Winfield  Scott,  brigadier-general,  to  be  major- 
general  by  brevet,  25th  July,  1814. 

James  Miller,  colonel  of  21st  infantry,  to  be  bri- 
gadier-general by  brevet,  25th  July,  1814. 

William  M‘Ree,  major  of  engineers,  to  be  lieute- 
nant-colonel by  brevet,  25th  July,  1814,  colonel  15th 
August,  1814. 

Eleazer  D.  Wood,  brevet  major,  to  be  lieutenant- 
colonel  by  brevet,  25th  July,  1S14. 

John  R.  Murdoch,  captain  in  25th  infantry*  to  be 
major  by  brevet,  25th  July,  1814. 

Benjamin  Watson,  captain  in  25th  infantry,  to  be 
major  by  brevet,  25th  July,  1814. 

Daniel  Ketchum,  captain  in  25th  infantry,  to  be 
n*jov  by  brevet,  25th  July,  1814. 

Edmund  R.  Randolph,  2d  lieutenant  in  20th  infan- 
try, to  be  1st  lieutenant  by  brevet,  25th  July,  1814. 

Robert  Desha,  captain  in  24th  infautry,  to  be  ma- 
jor by  brevet,  4t.h  August,  1814. 

Edmund  P.  Gaines,  brigadier-general,  to  be  ma- 
jor-general by  brevet,  15th  August,  1814. 

Jacob  Hindman,  major  of  artillery,  to  be  lieute- 
nant-colonel by  brevet,  15th  August,  1814. 

Samuel  D,  Harris,  captain  of  light  dragoons,  to  be 
major  by  brevet,  15th  August,  1814. 

Thomas  Biddle,  captain  of  artillery,  to  be  major 
by  brevet,  15th  August,  1814. 

John  T.  Chunn,  captain  in  19th  infantry,  to  be 
major  by  brevet,  15th  August,  1814. 

Alexander  C.  W.  Fanning,  captain  in  19th  infantry, 
to  be  major  by  brevet,  15th  August,  1814. 

William  S.  Foster,  captain  in  11th  infantry,  to  be 
major  by  brevet,  15th  August,  1814. 

Morril  Mars  toil,  captain  in  21st  infantry,  to  be 
major  by  brevet,  15th  August,  1814. 

Benjamin  Birdsall,  captain  in  4th  rifle  regiment, 
to  be  major  by  brevet,  15th  August,  1814. 

R.  A.  Zantzinger,  1st  lieutenant  of  artillery,  to  be 
t:apt.ain  bybrt-vei,  15th  August,  1814. 

Nathaniel  N.  Hall,  1st  lieutenant  in  21st  infantry, 
to  bo  captain  by  brevet,  15th  August,  1814. 

Jonathan  Keavsley,  1st  lieutenant  in  4th  rifle  re- 
giment, to  be  captain  by  brevet,  15ih  August,  1814. 

Joseph  Gleason,  1st  lieutenant  in  9lh  infantry,  to 
be  captain  by  brevet,  15. h August,-  1814. 

John  Watmaugh,  2d  lieutenant  in  artillery,  to  be 
1st  lieutenant  by  brevet,  15th  August,  1814. 

Charles  Cissha,  3d  lieutenant  in  19th  infantry,  to 
be  2d  lieutenant  by  brevet,  15th  August,  1814. 

Richard  II.  Lee,  3d  lieutenant  in  4th  rifle  regi- 
ment, to  be  2d  lieutenant  by  brevet,  15th  August. 
1814. 

Alexander  Macomb,  brigadier-general,  to  be  ma- 
jor-general by  brevet,  11th  September,  1814. 

George  Arm istead,  major  in  artillery,  to  be  lieu- 
tenant-colonel by  brevet,  12th  September,  1814. 


William  Lawrence,  major  in  2d  infantry’,  to  be 
lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet,  15th  Sept.  1814. 

William  A.  Trimble,  major  in  19th  infantry,  to 
be  lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet,  17th  Sept.  1814. 

D.  PARKER,  adjutant 
and  inspector-general. 

Jidgutar.t  and  Inspector- General’s  Office, 

December  31s*,  1814. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  has  conferred 
j the  following  additional  brevets  for  gallant  and  me- 
ritorious services : 

Thomas  Aspimvall,  lieutenant-colonel  9th  infan- 
try, brevet  colonel,  17th  September. 

James  McDonald,  lieutenant-colonel  1st  rifle,  bre- 
vet colonel,  17th  Sept. 

Talbot  Chambers,  major  4th  rifle,  brevet  lieute- 
nant-colonel, 17th  Sept. 

George  M.  Brook,  major  23d  infantry,  brevet 
lieutenant-Colonel,  17th  Sept. 

Donald  Fraser,  1st  lieutanant  15th  infantry,  bre- 
vet captain,  17th  Sept. 

Richard  H.  Lee,  brevet  2d  lieutenant  4th  rifle,  bre. 
vet  1st  lieutenant,  17th  Sept. 

Samuel  Riddle,  3d  lieutenant  15th  infantry,  bre 
vet  2d  lieutenant,  17th  Sept. 

Patrick  O’Fling,  3d  lieutenant  9lh  infantry,  bre- 
vet 2d  lieutenant,  17th  Sept. 

Joshua  Brant,  2d  lieutenant  23d  infantry,  brevet 
1st  lieutenant,  17th  Sept. 

George  Bomford,  major  of  engineers,  brevet  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, 22d  December. 

John  E.  Wool,  major  29th  infantry,  brevet  lieute- 
nant-colonel, 11th  Sept. 

Daniel  Appling,  brevet  lieutenant-colonel  1st  rifle, 
brevet  colonel,  11th  Sept. 

Joseph  G.  Totten,  brevet  major  engineers,  brevet 
lieutenant-colonel,  11th  Sept. 

Alexander  S.  Brooks,  captain  artillery,  brevet' 
major,  11th  Sept. 

George  M‘Glassin,  captain  15th  infantry,  brevet' 
major,  11th  Sept. 

White  Youngs,  captain  15th  infantry,  brevet  ma- 
jor, 11th  Sept. 

Edward  De  Kussy,  1st  lieutenant  engineers,  bre- 
vet captain,  11th  Sept. 

George  Trescott,  2d  lieutenant  engineers,  brevet 
1st  lieutenant,  llthSept. 

John  Mountfort,  1st  lieutenant  artillery,  brevet 
captain,  11th  Sept. 

Chester  Root,  1st  lieutenant  artillery,  brevet,  cap- 
tain, 11th  Sept. 

Harold  Smyth,  1st  lieutenant  artillery,  brevet  cap- 
tain, 11th  Sept. 

J.  J.  Cromwell,  2d  lieutenant  artillery,  brevet  1st 
lieutenant,  1 lth  Sept. 

D.  PARKER,  adjutant 
and  inspector-general. 

Brevet  commissions,  as  majors  of  marines,  have 
also  been  conferred  on  captains  Samuel  Miller  and 
Alexander  Sevier,  of  the  marine  corps,  for  their 
gallant  and  good  conduct  in  the  action  at  Bladcns * 

burg. 


Statistical  Scraps. 

MOUTALITr. 

The  annual  bill  of  mortality  for  the  city  and  pre- 
cincts of  Baltimore , for  the  year  1814,  gives  us  the 
following  results.  Whole  number  of  deaths,  1152; 
Of  which  were — under  1 year  249;  from  1 to  2,  115; 
2 to  5,  70;  5 to  10,  41;  10  to  20,  76;  20  to  30,  179; 
30  to  40,  167;  40  to  50,  1 15;  50  to  60,  49;  60  to  70 , 
29;  70  to  80,  35;  80  to  90,  25;  90  to  100,  2.  The 
greatest  number  of  deaths  was  in  October,  125;  Jhe 
least  in  June,  62.  There  died,  uf  consumption,  225- 
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cholera  morbus,  102;  billions  fever,  1U  typhus  ships  and  calamities  of  the  war.  The  gallant 
do.  56;  other  fevers,  7;  of  fits,  80;  old  agt,  69;  j patriotic  comity  of  Ontario  ha*,  of  itself,  received  n 
pleurisy,  110;  still-born,  70;  worms,  85;  dropsy,  36;  accession  of  nearly  sixteen  thou sand  sous  since  the 
croup,  25,  &c.  &c.  Deaths  in  the  army  not  included 'year  1810/ — and  there  is  even'  reason  to  belie  V'  M at 
—the  population  of  Baltimore,  as  aforesaid,  may  be  many  other  districts  of  that  delightful  and  exn.ns.ve 
esteemed  at  50,000.  ! country  have  gone  forward  to  the  “fuln ,s-  of 

The  annexed  bill  for  Boston,  for  1814,  states  727  strength”  with  about  the  srame  ratio.  The  c .use  of 
deaths— as  follows:  under  1 year,  161;  1 to  2,  76; ; these  things  is  to  be  found  in  the  madness  of  dto  c*s- 
2 to  5,  53;  5 to  10,  28;  10  to  20,  35;  20  to  30,  114;  | tern  jacobins— who,  by  discouraging  manufactures 
30  to  40,  87;  40  to  50,  56;  50  to  60,  33;  60  to  70,  -5;  ;and  encouraging  political  strife,  have  driven  their 
70  to  80,  27;  80  to  90,  21;  90  to  100,  1.  The  males  i people  rather  to  seek  plenty,  with  domestic  peuce,  in 
were,  399;  females  328.  Greatest  number  of  deaths;  the  neighborhood  of  the  public  enemy , ihaji  remain 
in  October,  100;  least  in  June,  40.  There  died,  of  j near  the  “bones  of  their  ancestors"  to  starve  on  a 
consumption,  253;  typhus  fever,  77;  other  fevers,  44;  i thin  soil,  and  wrangle  with  those  who  should  be 
infantile  diseases,  208;  old  age,  39;  still-born;  32,  j their  friends.  I think  it  likely  that  A'ew  York,  wnb 
&c.  The  population  of  Boston  is  about  34,000.  \two  senators  in  congress,  will  have  a»  gre.i-  « free 
The  annual  bill  for  New-York  for  the  same  year,  | population  as  all  the  “nation  of  New  England,'’  ul 
gives  the  whole  number  of  deaths  at  1974;  of  whom,  1820,  having  Jew  senators*  but  the  jacobins  say  that 
3062  were  males  and  912  females.  Of  these,  407  j that  section  of  the  country  has  not  is  cltie  weight  iu 
were  of  the  age  of  one  year  and  under;  100  between  the  councils  of  the  nation!  Ohio , in  the  same  lapse 
1 and  2;  132  between  2 and  5;  91  between  5 and  10;  | of  time,  will  probably  outnumber  any  two  states  of 
94  between  10  and  20;  280  between  20  and  30;  245  the  “nation,”  except  Massachusetts , and  “tread  close 
between  30  and  40;  218  between  40  and  50;  133  on  the  heels”  of  that  great  commonwealth! 
between  50  and  60;  91  between  60  and  70;  84  be- 
tween 70  and  80;  35  between  80  and  90;  2 between 
90  and  100,  and  2 of  100  and  upwards.  Total  1974 
Of  these  died  572  of  consumption. 

A writer  in  “the  (London)  Public  Cause,”  gives 
lis  the  subjoined  statement  of  mechanics*  and  labor- 
ers’ wages  in  1785  and  1811,  together  with  the 
prices  of  provisions  for  their  respective  years,  and 
goes  on  to  attribute  the  present  misery  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  “fast  anchored  isle”  to  the  quantity 
of  accommodation  bank  provincial  notes.  The  in- 
undation of  bank  paper  has  undoubtedly  a great  ten- 
dency of  producing  miseiy  and  distress  particularly 
when  it  is  made  a legal  tender ; but  another  and 
greater  cause  will  be  found  fn  the  pernicious  course 
pursued  by  the  British  ministry  in  the  prosecution 
of  disastrous  war  and  disregard  of  neutral  rights. 


The  year  1785, 
Mechanic  and  laborer 
Iiappy,  his  family  smiling 
ahd  content. 

Wages  per  week . 


'Mechanic  15 

JLaborer  10 

Price  of  provisions. 

s. 

Beef,  mutton,  &c. 

per  lb. 

Butter 
Cheese 
Candles 
Soap 
Salt 
Bread 
Vegetables 
Bouse  re*nt,  taxes, 

&c.  per  week 


0 4* 
0 6 
0 6 


The  year  1811. 
Mechanic  and  laborer 
miserable,  his  family  de- 
jected and  in  rags. 

/ Cages  per  week. 

s.  d. 

Mechanic  25  0 

Laborer  15  0 

Price  of  provisions. 


2 6 


5 9- 


Beef,  mutton,  &c. 

per  lb. 

Butter 

Cheese 

Candles 

Soap 

Salt 

Bread  per  gallon 
Vegetables 
House  rent,  taxes, 
&c.  per  week 


9 
6 
0 
$ 

0 
6 

3 0 

0 6 

6 6 
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Census  of  Ontario  county,  (~ jY.  T 

00 

Avon, 

2,336 

Benton, 

Bloomfield, 

3,403 

3,232 

Bristol, 

1,868 

Brighton, 

673 

Canandaigua,  village  and  town-, 

3,643 

Farmington 

2,736 

Genseo 

1,236 

Gorham, 

3,5.16. 

Grovel  and. 

i,i3r 

Honcoye, 

2,908 

Jmisaleiti; 

776 

Lima 

1,758 

Livonia, 

2,406 

Lyons, 

2,102 

Mendon, 

L351 

Middlesex; 

1,-255 

Naples, 

3,35/ 

Ontario, 

3,391 

Palmyra, 

.2,995 

Phelps, 

4,354 

Penfield , 

1,8 -'4 

Perinton 

821 

Pittsford* 

2,222 

Seneca,  and  village  -of  Geneva, 

Sod  us, 

965 

Spirta, 

798 

Williamson, 

1,560 

Victor, 

1,170 

Total, 

57,630 

Of  the  above,  213  are  slaves1. 
In  1810, 

42,08$ 

Increase  in  four  year! 

15,598 

If  the  returns  had  been  made  with  a correct 

With  every  other  article 
proporlionably  dear. 


With  every  other  article 
proport  ion  ably  cheap 
It  is  stated  from  an 
of  commons,  that  the 
meal  anjl  flour  of 
Britain  during  the  twelve  years  frort)  1799  to  1810, 
both  inclusive,  was  17,004,031  quarters. 

New-Y  obk. — The  next  census  of  the  state  of  New- 
York  will  astonish  us  all^  though  its  great  western 
district,  where  the  increase  of  population  will  mainly 
test,  has  borne -an  extraordinary  portion  of  the  hard  - 


derst.mding  of  the  law  (says  the  Ontmno  Messeligbi' ) 
in  all  the  towns,  the  population  would  probably  ii.,ve 
exceeded  58,000 

Lehigh  chain-  hpiOgk.  From  the  J'hnndalphitt  Pat* 
ly  Advertiser.  This  bridge  is  built  over  tii'6  rive 
Lehigh;  one  mile  below  the  borough  of  Northamp. 


in  account,  laid  before  the  house!  ton  (alias  Allentown)  on  the-great  road  leading  f on;f 
he  total  quantity  of  corn,  grain,  the  borough  of  Easton  to  Reading.  It  is  constricted 
all  sorts,  imported  into  Great  on  the  plan  of  judge  Finley,  with  material  improve-- 

ments  ; its  length  is  475  feet,  iu  two  whole  and  two 
half  spans  or  arches  The  piers  wefe  sunk  fn  the 
autumn  of  1813-  In  the  latter  end  of  May  1814? 
the  building  was  recommenced,'  and  in  the  middle 
of  September  last  the  bridge  was  passable.  It  Iu-  ;? 
(fcmbte  pjwnrge  fcr  oprrfrjj^-witJi  a fiiot 
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feet  between  the  middle  chains.  The  chains  are  made 
of  1 3-8  inch  square  bar  iron,  of  superior  quality 
from  Mr.  Spang’s  iron  works.  The  whole  of  the  iron 
work  was  made  by  the  calculation  and  under  the  im- 
mediate superintendance  of  Mr.  Jacob  Blumer,  of 
Northampton,  and  every  part  thereof  fitted  so  re- 
markably well,  that  the  whole  was  raised  in  a few 
days  without  altering  a single  link.  The  total  cost 
amounted  to  no  more  than  about  $20,000,  which, 
considering  the  short  time  in  which  it  has  been  com- 
pleted, is  certainly  a very  trifling  sum.  It  is  allow- 
ed by  judges  to  he  one  of  the  best  built  bridges  in 
the  United  States,  as  also  a perfect  model  in  regard 
to  workmanship.  It  required  about  27  tons  of  bar 
iron. 

Stoves. — From  the  same. — Public  attention  has 
been  la'ely  drawn  to  the  improvement  of  stoves  and 
saving  fuel.  The  materials  of  which  stoves  are  con- 
structed, are  to  be  more  or  less  esteemed  as  they 
retain  the  heat. 

The  writer  of  this  article  had  soapstone  and  mar- 
ble ent  to  the  size  of  common  bricks,  and  exposed 
to  the  same  heat — the  common  brick  cooled  first, 
the  soapstone  next,  the  marble  retained  the  heat  a 
little  longer  than  the  soapstone.  The  difference  be- 
tween brick  and  stone  is  considerable,  and  merits 
particular  attention.  There  are  in  and  near  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  20,1)00  houses,  say  as  many  stoves 
if  a quarter  of  a cord  only  could  be  saved  in  each 
season,  by  using  stone  or  brick  in  the  cast  stoves 
(see  below)  it  would  amount  to  5,000  cords,  say 
30,000  dollars  per  annum  : probably  experience  will 
prove  that  the  calculation  may  be  doubled,-  and  that- 
will  save  60,000  dollars.  It  cannot  be  too  generally 
R>k>wu  that  the  heat  of  stone  is  more  agreeable  than 
iron,  or  even  bricks. 

Fill  all  parts  of  a stove  not  necessary  for  the  fuel 
or  cooking  with  stone  or  brick,  and  lay  a stone  slab 
on  the  top  plate  the  same  size,  and  3 or  4 inches 
thick  ; also  where  the  fuel  is  consumed,  there  is 
generally  room  for  a row  of  bricks  or  more.  Iron 
heats  quickly,  and  as  quickly  cools ; stone  retains 
the  heat.  A thermometer,  or  even  common  obser- 
vation, will  determine  how  far  this  subject  deserves 
attention. 


Jgt mtt$ 

NEW -ORGANS  & ST.  MARY’S. 

We  have  devoted  a large  portion  of  our  paper  to 
details,  official  and  unofficial,  of  events  at  New- 
Orlcans  and  St.  Jitary’s.  The  former  has  espe- 
cially, engaged  the  public  attention',  for  the  ob- 
ject contended  for  is  of  inexkuhible  importance. 
Our  latest  date  is  of  the  7th  January  (which  must 
have  been  written  very  early  in  the  morning,  the 
mail  closing,  as  we  are  told,  at  7 o’clock,  A.  M.) 
received  by  a house  in  Baltimore  which  states  that 
"one  of  the  British  ships  (the  Herald)  hud  got 
over  the  bar  in  the  river  Mississippi;  but  in  con- 
sequence of  some  information  received  bv  cx- 
pruftis  the  whole  fleet  had  left  the  Jia.iize,  their 
destination  not  known.”  When  we  compare  this 
movement  with  the  information  contained  in  a 
letter  to  the  6th,  “that  their  main  body  had  re- 
tre.it ed  towards  the  bayou  where  they  landed/’ 
it  would  appear  to  be  the  intention  of  the  enemy 
to  withdraw  their  forces — at  least,  to  be  prepared 
for  such  an  e\ent. 

A letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Register  says,  that 
when  the  British  were  attacked  on  the  evening  of 
the  23:1,  they  were  leisurely  preparing  to  cry|k 
toeir  suppers.  But  they  got  much  hotter  Coffee 
than  the\  expected.  This  letter  speaks  confidently 


of  the  safety  of  the  place  before  the  arrival  of 
the  brave  spirits  from  Kentucky)  and  observes, 
that  though  the  capture  of  the  enemy  is  desira- 
ble, the  protection  of  the  city  is  infinitely  to  be 
preferred;  and  gives  the  opinion  that  Jackson 
would  not  risk  its  safety.  It  passes  the  highest 
eulogiums  on  the  patriotism  of  the  people,  and 
says  the  mulattoes  fight  manfully,  and  that  the 
French  shew  the  greatest  possible  anxiety  to  beat 
the  enemy.  .The  stores  were  all  shut  up,  and  an 
idler  was  not  permitted  to  walk  the  streets  of 
the  city. 

Of  the  battle  with  the  gun-boats  we  have  some  in- 
telligence via  Havana,  brought  by  a Baltimore 
vessel  arrived  in  the  Delaware.  The  Dictator  64, 
Game  to  the  Havana  direct  from  the  neighborhood 
of  New-Orleans,  which  she  left  on  the  1st  or  2d 
of  January.  The  commander  publicly  stated,  that 
he  had  been  present  at  the  action  with  our  gun- 
boats. He  spoke  of  the  resistance  they  made  as 
being  without  parallel.  That  many  of  the  British 
were  killed  by  tomahawks  while  boarding,  and 
that  there  was  a dreadful  contest  on  the  deck  of 
every  vessel.  He  acknowledged  that  there  were 
one  hundred  Englishmen  killed  before  our  flags 
were  struck.  We  have  very  little  doubt  from  this 
statement,  that  the  capture  of  these  five  little 
boats,  carrying  five  guns  in  all,  and  manned  with 
probably  less  than  150  men,  cost  the  enemy  at 
least  two  hundred  lives,,  as  several  of  their  great 
barges  were  torn  to  pieces  and  sunk,  and  per- 
haps 300  wounded.  Better  “stuff”  than  composed 
our  naval-  force  at  New-Orleans  never  “cracked  a 
biscuit.”  High-minded  spirits,  emulous  of  the 
glory  of  their  brethren,  and  only  wanting  oppor- 
tunity to  earn  the  wreath  that  crowns  our  Hull’s, 
Decatur’s,  Jones’s,  Bainbridge’s,  Perry’s,  War- 
rington’s and  Macdonough’s,  or  the  double  glory 
of  our  Blakeley’s.  Commodore  Patterson , who  has 
the  command,  is  one  of  the  best  and  bravest  of 
men. 

d'jf’The  commander  of  the  Dictator  further  gave  his 
opinion,  or  rather  expressed  his  fears,  that  the 
whole  British  army  might  be  destroyed  or  cap- 
tured. He  said  they  had  been  led  to  their  place  of 
. disembarkation  by  a Spaniard,  and  expected  to 
have  carried  New-Orleans  immediately;  and  that 
a return  to  their  shipping  was  difficult,  if  not 
impracticable,  with  the  opposition  they  might 
reasonably  expect.  Q^j’JVe  think  there  is  good  rea- 
son to.  hope  something  of  t/iis  kind  from  the  fact 
cf  the  British  having  entrenched  themselves.  It 
would  certainly  shew  that  they  calculated  on  acting 
upon  the  defensive. 

M'y  own  opinion  of  the  affair  has  been,  from  the  be- 
ginning, that  the  British  would  sustain  one  of  the 
greatest  losses  they  ever  met  with,  in  their  attack 
on  New-Orleans.  And  it  will  not  surprize  me 
(though  the  reverse  may  be  fact)  that  the  “sol- 
diers of  Wellington ” are  captives  to  the  “raw  mi- 
litia” of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky , led  and  con- 
ducted by  the  inestimable  Jackson , Carroll ' and 
Coffee , and  hundreds  of  others  “unknown  to 
fame”  equally  worthy  our  gratitude  and  praise. 
Amen!  So  mote  it  be! — that  not  one  shall  escape 
to  tell  the  story  1 

A letter  from  St.  Fraucisville  of  January  8,  under 
advices  from  New-Orleans,  says  “Report  also 
states,  that  the  enemy  is  in  a starving  condition. 
This  much  is  certain,  that  on  the  day  of  the  last 
engagement  our  troops  took  a number  of  prison- 
ers, and  on  examination  of  their  knapsacks,  found 
rations  of  horse-flesh,  say  I l-41b  each,  which  was 
to  last  them  four  days. 

Under  such  circumstances  they  cannot  hold  out 
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long;  and  ere  this  I have  no  doubt,  they  are  either 
buried  or  in  safe  keeping.  The  enemy  has  been 
very  much  disappointed  in  their  calculations — 
they  supposing  the  natives  generally  disaffected. 
There  certainly  never  were  people  more  unani- 
mous than  our  good  citizens.” 

Tiio  National  Intelligencer  says— “We  are  sorry  to 


surprised,  and  the  enemy  penetrated  through  a ca- 
nal leading  to  his  farm,  about  two  leagues  below 
the  city,  and  succeeded  in  cutting  off  a company  of 
militia  statioiaed  there.  This  intelligence  was  coin* 
municated  to  me  about  12  o’clock  of  the  23d.  M 
force  at  this  time,  consisted  of  parts  of  the  7th  and 
44th  regiments  not  exceeding  six  hundred  together, 


so  precarious  as  to  give  reason  to  apprehend  that 
his  country  may  be  deprived  of  his  services  at  this 
critical  moment*  Some  complaints  are  made  of  a 
scarcity  of  ammunition,  which,  however  a Few 


learn  that  the  state  of  general  Jackson’s  health  is  J the  city  militia,  a part  of  general  Coffee’s  brigade 

of  mounted  gunmen,  and  detached  militia  from 
the  western  division  of  Tennessee,  under  the  com- 
mand of  major  general  Carrol.  These  two  last  corps 
were  stationed  4 miles  above  Ijic  city.  Apprehend* 
days  will  supply,  as  we  understand  there  are!  ing  a double  attack  by  the  way  of  Chief-Muiiteur,  I 
great  quantities  on  the  passage  down  the  river,  left  general  Carrol’s  force  and  the  militia  of  the 
One  of  the  private  letters  s ates  that  lieutenant-  city  posted  on  the  Gentilly  road  ; and  at  five  o’clock 
general  Picton  is  in  command  of  the  British  forces  V.  M.  marched  to  meet  the  enemy,' whom  l was  re- 
near  New-Orleans,  and,  as  the  deserters  inform,  solved  to  attack  in  his  first  position,  with  major 
that  the  enemy  daily  expects  reinforcements.  Be-  Hind’s  dragoons,  general  Coffee’s  brigade,  parts  of 
fore  he  receives  them,  we  hope  to  hear  of  his  the  7th  and  44th  regiin  nts,  tke  uniform. d enmpu- 
defeat  and  dispersion.  nies  of  militia  under  the  command  of  major  Planche, 

We  have  heard,  and  we  believe  correctly,  that,  to  j 200  men  of  colour,  chiefly  from  St.  Domingo,  raised 
guard- against  possible  events,  the  government!  by  colonel  Savary  and  acting  under  the  command  of 
intend  to  call  out  five  or  six  thousand  men,  from ! major  Dagwin,  and  a detachment  of  artillery  under 
Kentucky  principally,  to  proceed  down  the  Mis- 1 the  direction  of  colonel  Mcltea,  with  two  6 pound- 
sissippi,  to  join  our  forces  in  that  quarter.”  I ers,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Spots;  not 
Copy  of  a letter  from  general  Andrew  Jaekson  to  the\ exceeding  in  all  1500.  I arrived  near  the  enemy’s 

1 encampment  about  seven,  and  immediately  made  my 
dispositions  for  the  attack.  Jlis  forces  amounting 
at  that  time  on  land  to  about  3000,  extended  half  a 
mile  on  that  river,  and  in  the  rear  nearly  to  the  wood. 
General  Coffee  was  ordered  to  turn  their  right,  while 
with  the  residue  of  the  force,  I attacked  his  strongest 
position  on  the  left  near  the  river.  Commodore  Pat- 
terson having  dropped  do ..  n th/  river  in  the  schoon- 
er Caroline,  was  directed  to  open  a fire  upon  their 
camp,  which  he  executed  at  about  half  after  seven. 
Tills  being  a signal  of  attack,  general  Coffee’s  men, 
with  their  usual  impetuosity,  rushed  on  the  enemy’s 
right,  and  entered  their  camp,  while  cur  right  ad- 
vanced with  equal  ardor.  There  can  be  but  little 
doubt,  that  we  shouM  have  succeeded  on  that  occa- 
sion with  our  inferior  force  in  destroying  or  captur- 
ing the  enemy,  had  not  a thick  fog  which  arose 
| about  8 o’clock,  occasioned  some  confusion  among 
Fearing  the  consequence,  un- 


seevetary  of  -wary  dated 

Camp,  below  New-Orleans,  26th  Dec.  1314. 
The  enemy  having  by  the  capture  of  our  gun-boats 
obtained.command  of  the  lakes,  were  enabled  to  ef- 
fect a passage  to  the  Mississippi,  at  a point  on  the 
side  of  New  Orleans,  and  about  nine  miles  below  it. 
The  moment  I received  the  intelligence,  I hastened 
to  attack  him  in  his  first  position.  It  was  brought  on 
in  the  night  and  resulted  very  honorably  to  our  arms. 
The  heavy  smoke,  occasioned  by  an  excessive  fire, 
reridered  it  necessary  that  I should  draw  off  my 
troops,  after  a severe  conflict  of  upwards  of  an  hour 
The  attack  was  made  on  the  night  of  the  23d— 
since  then  both  armies  have  remained  near  the  bat- 
tle grouud,  making  preparations  for  something  more 
decisive. 

The  enemy’s  force  exceeded  ours  by  double,  and 
their  loss  was  proportionably  greater.  The  moment 


I can  spare  the  time,  I will  forward  you  a detailed]  tjie  different  corps 

account.  In  the  meantime  1 expect'something  far  der  lhis  circumstance,  of  the  furthSpro*ciitfoiTJf 
more  important  will  take  place.  I hope  to  be  abfe  L night  attack  with  troops,  then  acting  together  for 
to  sustain  the  honor  of  our  arms  and  to  secure  theU!ie  fipst  time,  i contented  myself  with  lying  on  the 

safety  of  this  country.  i field  that  night ; and  at  four  in  the  morning  assumed 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  j 
obedient  servant. 


ANDREW  JACKSON, 

maj.  gen.  comd'g. 

Hon.  James  Monroe,  secretary  of  war. 

Headquarters,  7tli  military  district.  Camp, 
below  New  Orleans,  27th  Dec.  in  the  morning. 

Sir — The  loss  of  our  gun  boats  near  the  pass  of 


a stronger  position,  about  two  miles  nearer  the  city. 
At  this  position  I remained  encamped,  waiting  the 
arrival  of  the  Kentucky  militia  and  other  reinforce- 
ment. As  the  safety  of  the  city  will  depend  on  the 
fate  of  this  army,  it  must  not  be  incautiously  expo- 
sed. 

In  this  affair  the  whole  corps  under  my  command 


the  Iligolets  having  given  the  enemy  command  of  j deserve  the  greatest  credit.  The  best  compliment 
lake  Borgne,  he  was  enabled  to  chuse  his  point  of'jlcan  pay  to  general  Coffee  and  his  brigade  is  to  sav, 


attack.  It  became  therefore  an  object  of  importance 
to  obstruct  the  numerous  bayous  and  canals  leading 
from  that  lake  to  the  highlands  on  the  Mississippi. 
This  important  service  was  committed,  in  the  first 


they  behaved  as  they  have  always  done  while  under 
my  command.  The  7th  led  by  major  Pierre,  and 
44,h  commanded  by  colonel  Ross,  distinguished 
themselves.  The  battalion  of  city  militia  command- 


instance,  to  a detachment  of  the  7th  regiment,  after-  ed  by  major  Planche,  realized  my  anticipations,  and 
wards  to  colonel  De  Laronde,  of  the  Louisiana  mili- 1 behaved  like  veterans.  S a vary’s  volunteers  mani- 
tia,  and  lastly,  to  make  all  sure,  to  major-general  Tested  great  bravery ; and  the  company  of  cityrifle- 


Villere,  commanding  the  district  between  the  river 
and  the  lakes,  and  who,  being  a native  of  the  coun- 
try, was  presumed  to  be  best  acquainted  with  all 
those  passes.  Unfortunately,  however,  a picquet 
which  the  general  had  established  at  the  mouth  of 
the  bayou  Bienvenn,  and  which,  notwithstanding  my 
orders,  had  been  left  unobstructed,  was  completely 

*We  are  disposed  to  hope  and  believe  this  is  not 
correct,  [Roister. 


men  having  penetrated  into  the  midst  of  the  enemy’s 
camp,  were  surrounded,  and  fought  their  way  out 
with  the  greatest  heroism,  bringing  with  them  a 
number  of  prisoners.  The  two  field  pieces  were 
well  served  by  the  officers  commanding*  them. 

All  my  officers  in  the  line  did  their  dutv,  and  I 
have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  tiie  whole  of 
my  field  and  staff.  Colonels  Butler  and  Piatt  and 
major  Chotard,  by  their  intrepidity,  saved  the  ar- 
tillery. Col.  Haynes  was  every  where  that  duty  or 
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danger  called.  I was  deprived  of  the  services  of  one 
of  my  aids,  capt.  Butler*  whom  I was  obliged  to 
station,  to  his  great  regret,  in  town.  Capt.  lteid, 
m v other  aid,  and  MessrsfLivingston,  Duplissis  and 
pavizac,  who  had  volunteered  their  services,  faced 
danger  wherever  it  was  to  he  met!  and  carried  my 
prefers  with  the  utmost  promptitude. 

\Ve  made  one  majors*  two  subalterns,  and  sixty 
three  nrivates  prisoners;  >nd  the  enemy’s  loss  in  kd 

led  and  wounded  must  have  been  at  least . My 

own  loss  1 have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  ascertain 
with  exactness,  but  suppose  it  to  amount  to  100  in 
killed,  wounded  and  missing.  Among  the  former 
J have  to  lament  the  los‘4  of  colonel  Lauderdale,  of 
reneral  Coffee’s  brigade,  who  fell  while  bravely 
fighting.  Colonels  Dyer  and  Gibson  of  the  same 
corps  were  wounded,  and  major  Kavenaugh  taken 
prisoner. 

Colond  De  Laron de, major  Villere,  of  the  Louisi- 
an1. milatis,  major  Lat.6ur  of  engineers  having  no 
command,  volunteered  their  services,  as  did  Drs. 
Kerr  *n-!  Hood,  atkl  were  of  great  assistance  tome. 

I have  ilie  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  general  commancl'g, 
Non.  fames  Monroe,  secret  cvy  of  wir. 

Head  quarter*)  7th  Military  District , 

Camp  belvxv  JVero  Orleans , Dec.  9,  1814. 

Sni— The  enemy  sS&qceeefed  on  the  27;  h in  blow- 
ing up  the  Carol im-,  (she  being  becalmed)  by  means 
of  hot  shot  from,  a fend  battery  which  he  had  erect 
cd  in  the  night.  Emboldened  by  this  event,  he 
marched  his  whole  force  the  next  day  up  the  level, 
jn  the  hope  of  drr vn%  us  from  our  position,  and  with 
this  view  opened  upon  us,  at  tl>e  distance  of  about 
half  a mile,  Iris  bombs  and  rockets.  He  was  repuls- 
ed, however,  \vi  b considerable  loss — not  less,  it  is 
helievod,  then  120  in  killed.  Qura  was  inconsidera- 
ble— not  exooedkig  half  a dozen  in  killed,  and  a 
doze;'  wounded. 

Since  then  be  lus  not  ventured  to  repeat  his  at- 
temj  , tli • ugh  I;,  mg  close  together,  There  has 
been  frequent  skimitfhing  between  our  picquets. 

I Lmeni  that  1 have  not  the  means  of  carrying  on 
more  offensive  operations.  The  Kentucky  troops 
h ive  not  arrived,  and  my  effective  force  at  this  point 
does  not  exceed  3,000.  Theirs  must  be  at  least  dou- 
ble— both  prisoner*  and  deserters  agreeing  in  the 
statement  that  7,000  landed  from  their  boats. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major-general  commandiv g. 

UNOFFICIAL  ACCOUNTS. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  his  excellency  Win.  C.  C.  C/ai- 

borne , governor  of  Louisiana , to  a senator  in  con- 

gressy  from  that  slate. 

Ifew  Orleans,  Dec.  30,  1814 

Siu— I am  to  apprize  you  of  the  situation  of  the 
Mate  of  Louisiana  to  which  no  citizen  of  the  United 
0'utes  can  be  indifferent. 

The  enemy  entered  the  lake  Borgne  behind  this 
city,  about  the  10th  inst.  Their  fleet  consisted  of  a 
number  of  vessels,  of  different  sizes.  It  soon  over- 
powered and  captured  five  gun-boats,  our  whol$  na- 
val force  on  that  hke.  Severe  as  the  loss  was  to  us, 
pur  gallant  tars  rendered  it  a very  dear  advantage  to 
the  toe.  In  the  course  of  the  following  week,  we 
heard  of  the  landing  of  sonqe  of  the  enemy’s  forces 
on  the  shores  of  Pearl  river,  and  on  the  23d  inst. 
early  in  the  afternoon,  information  reached  this  city, 
pf  the  arrival  of  part  of  them  at  the  house  of  major- 
general  Vi  Here,  below  ; and  at  the  distance  of  seven 
miles  from  this  citv,  and  on  the  same  side  of  the 
Mississippi  - 

They  had  approached  the  shores  of  that  river 
through  a small  creek  (bayou  Bienvetm)  which  e roo- 


ties itself  into  the  lake  Borgne,  has  its  head  within 
four  miles  from  the  river,  where  it  meets  a canal 
through  which  fishermen  bring  their  fish  to  market 
in  small  canoes,  and  from  which  there  is  a small 
portage  to  the  Mississippi.  General  Jackson,  who 
commands  the  forces  of  the  United  States  in  this 
district,  immediately  marched  with  the  regulars  and 
militia  that  were  in  town  and  some  artillery,  and 
was  soon  after  followed  by  gen.  Coffee’s  cavalry  and 
a detachment  of  the  militia  of  Tennessee,  under 
• gen.  Carroll,  who  were  encamped  three 'miles  above. 
Towards  dark,  the  vanguard  of  our  army  had  a 
brisk  engagement  with  the  enemy,  in  whch  we  had 
several  killed,  many  wounded  and  some  missing. — 
We  took  twenty  odd  prisoners,  and  the  loss  of  the 
enemy  in  killed  and  wounded  is  said  to  be  much 
more  considerable  than  ours. 

During  the  night  gen.  Jackson  took  an  advantage- 
ous position,  and  threw  up  on  the  next  day  a strong 
entrenchment  from  the  river  to  the  Cypress  swamp 
parallel  to  it,  behind  which  he  has  lodged  his  army 
in  considerable  safety.  We  had  two  armed  vessels 
on  the  river  (the  one  commanded  by  com.  Patterson, 
the  other  by  capt.  Henly)  which  on  the  following 
day  kept  a brisk  fire  on  the  enemy,  and  compelled 
them  to  retire  into  the  swamp  ; but  in  the  night  be- 
tween the  25th  and  X6th  the  enemy  erected  a battery 
on  the  shore,  from  which  they  fired  hot  shot  on  one 
of  our  armed  vessels,  which  a strong  current  and 
contrary  winds  kept  at  anchor.  She  caught  fire, 
and  was  abandoned  by  the  crew.  Qn  the  27th  in  the 
morning  the  enemy  prepared  to  attack  our  lines  and 
advanced  in  close  column  which  the  strong  fire  from 
our  lines  compelled  to  retreat. 

On  the  28th  they  were  again  liarrassed  by  the  fire 
of  our  armed  vessels,  which  compelled  them  to  re- 
treat again  into  the  swamp. 

On  the  29th  three  deserters  from  the  enemy  came 
to  o.ur  camp  ; no  attack  was  made. 

From  the  prisoners  and  deserters  we  have  various 
accounts  of  the  force  and  designs  of  the  enemy. 

The  main  body  of  the  army  that  opposes  us  sailed 
from  Plymouth  on  the  28th  of  September  last ; it 
consisted  of  about  3,000  men  ; they  touched  at  Ma- 
deira, Barbadoes  and  Jamaica.  In  the  two  latter 
islands  they  took  some  troops  which  had  before  gar- 
risoned the  island  of  Martinico,  and  two  regiments 
of  blacks.  There  are,  it  is  said,  some  indians  als® 
with  them  ; but  this  is  not  cyedited. 

Combining  the  various  accounts  we  have,  the  pro- 
bable result  is,  that  the  force  of  the  enemy  below 
tli*  city,  is  not  less  than  four  nor  more  than  seven 
thousand,  and  that  of  this  number  are  from  1000  to 
1500  blacks  ; they  are  well  supplied  with  arms,  am- 
munition, artillery  and  provisions.  The  force  of 
gen.  Jackson  before  the  enemy  is  from  six  to  setfen 
thousand,  and  is  drawn  up  in  lines  behind  a high 
and  strong  entrenchment  impenetrable  to  musketry 
and  the  shot  of  small  cannon,  at  the  distance  of 
about  2 miles  from  the  enemy-  In  front  of  the  en- 
trenchment and  along  its  whole  length,  is  a wet 
ditch  ; the  right  flank  covered  by  the  river,  and  the 
left  by  an  impenetrable  cypress  swamp,  and  the 
whole  front  is  defended  by  several  pieces  of  cannon 
of  various  calibres. 

None  even  among  the  most  timid  entertain  any  ap- 
prehension of  the  enemy’s  ability  to  force  our  lines, 
and  I imagine  our  present  force  sufficient  to  insure 
our  temporary  safety  at  least.  We  are  in  hourly  ex- 
pectation of  the  arrival  of  gen.  Thomas  with  a large 
reinforcement  from  Kentucky,  and  detachments  of 
militia  are  approaching  the  city  from  seireral  quar- 
ters; so  that  I apprehend  not  the  least  danger  from 
the  enemy,  unless  they  be  strongly  reinforced,” 


NILE#’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— EVENTS  OF  THE  WAR. 


859 


[The  remainder  of  the  letter  is  the  same  nearly 
as  vhat  copied  letter  from  the  Tennessee  papers.] 
Copy  of  <i  letter  from  a gentleman  in  New- Or  leans  to 
a gentleman  in  this  city , dated  Dec.  30. 

Sir — After  the  action  last  Friday  with  the  British, 
gen.  Jackson  fell  back  a short  distance,  where  he 
strongly  and  advantageously  entrenched  himself. 
Monday  the  enemy  succeeded  in  destroying  one  ot 
our  schooners,  the  Caroline,  by  means  of  their  artil- 
lery, of  which  they  have  a few  small  pieces.  Wed- 
nesday they  made  an  attempt  on  our  lines,  but  were 
repulsed  at  every  point,  with  a loss,  as  is  said,  of 
150  men  killed.*  They  have  subsequently  endea- 
vored to  entrench  themselves  in  the  vicinity  of  our 
camp,  but  have  been  compelled  to  retreat  to  their 
original  position,  their  for«e  being  insufficient  appa- 
rently to  effect  any  thing,  offensively.  Cur  loss  ia 
both  actions  has  been  inconsiderable.  Some  few  are 
known  to  be  killed,  some  to  be  prisoners.  It  ap- 
pears from  the  report  of  deserters,  that  the  British 
calculate  on  the  neutrality  of  the  French  and  Spa- 
niard?; and  with  a view  to  realize  it,  they  have  li- 
berated every  Creole  who  has  fallen  into  their  hands, 
observing  that  they  did  not  make  war  upon  them, 
and  that  their  property  should  be  generally  respect- 
ed. Upon  the  whole  the  greatest  confidence  pre- 
vails in  our  ability  to  drive  away  the  enemy;  and  I 
am  sanguine  that  in  a short  time  they  must  either 
surrender  to  our  arms  or  evacuate  the  country.  Tne 
Kentucky  troops,  2,500  stong,  are  momently  ex- 
pected. Our  force  will  then  amount  to  10,000,  ful- 
ly equal  to  the  defence  of  the  country  at  the  present 
moment. 

Clarion  office,  Nashville,  Jan.  10,— 12,  A.  M. 
Extract  of  a letter  to  his  excellency  governor  Blount . 

from  colonel  Andrew  Hynes , dated 

Orleans  city,  Dec.  3a. 

The  British  have  landed  with  a large  army,  and 
ru’e  now  within  about  five  miles  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans.  We  began  fighting  them  on  the  night  of 
the  23d  instant,  and  have  been  at  it  almost  ever  since, 
but  the  principal  mischief  has  been  done  by  cannon- 
ading. General  Coffee’s  division  of  the  army  cover- 
ed themselves  with  glory  on  the  night  of  the  23d. 
?Iis  loss  was  considerable,  among  whom  were  the 
brave  colonel  Lauderdale  and  major  Cavanaugh — 
colonels  Dyer  and  Gibson  were  wounded.  Whatever 
may  be  the  issue  of  the  pending  conflict,  rests  only 
with  Heaven.  We  pray  to  the  Almighty  that  we  may 
not  tarnish  the  reputation  of  the  troops  of  Tennes- 
see. A detachment  is  this  moment  advancing  from 
our  lines  on  the  enemy,  and  our  heavy  artillery  are 
firing  almost  constantly  on  them. 

Day  before  yesterday  the  brave  colonel  Henderson 
and  some  others  were  killed  by  the  advance  of  the 
enemy’s  column  on  the  left  wing  of  our  army. 

Generals  Jackson,  Carroll  and  Coffee  are  worth 
more  than  their  weight  in  gold  to  the  American  go- 
vernment. 

Admiral  Cochrane  is  said  to  be  with  the  army, 
and  perhaps  is  not  more  than  a mile  from  us. 

This  is  said  to  be.  the  army  that  took  the  city  of 
Washington. 

General  Kean  is  said  to  be  the  commander. 
Extract  from  a letter  to  his  excellency  governor  Blount, 

from  his  excellency  governor  Claiborne , dated 

Orleans,  December  30. 

The  enemy  remains  encamped  about  7 miles  from 
this  city,  within  full  view  of  our  army  under  the 
command  of  general  Jackson.  The  force  of  the 
enemy  is  variously  stated,  from  four  to  seven  thou- 
sand In  an  attack  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  inst. 
be  suffered  considerably,  and,  but  for  the  darkness 
of  the  night,  which  caused  some  little  confusion  in 
q ur  ranks,  the  affair,  l am  told  would  have  been  de- 


cisive. We  have  lost  some  very  brave  men,  an(* 
among  the  number  1 am  sorry  to  mention  two  highly 
esteemed  officers  of  your  state,  colonel  Henderson 
of  the  rifle  corps,  and  colonel  Lauderdale  of  the  vo 
lunteers.  The  Tennessee  troops  equal  the  high  ex- 
pectations which  were  formed  of  them,  nor  is  it  pos- 
sible for  men  to  display  more  patriotism  and  firm- 
ness in  battle,  or  composure  under  fatigue  nnd  pri- 
vations. The  Louisianians  also  deserve  and  will  re- 
ceive the  highest  approbation.  We  are  united  as 
one  man,  and  a spirit  prevails  which  insures  our 
safety.  We  may  have,  and  calculate  on  having  some 
hard  fighting;  but  you  need  not  fear  for  the  result. 
The  general  inspires  mucli  confidence,  and  all  hi* 
troops,  regulars,  volunteers  and  militia,  are  in  high 
spirits,  an  1 anxious  to  be  led  against  the  enemy. 
This  will  he  done  in  due  season  ; the  Kentucky 
troops  are  daily  expected  ; until  reinforced  by  them, 
the  general  has  very  prudently  determined  to  main- 
tain his  present  position — a position  which  complete- 
ly covers  the  cilv,  and  from  which  the  enemy  can- 
not dislodge  him.  The  American  army  is  drawn  tip 
in  a line,  extending  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Cy- 
press Swam}),  having  in  front  a wet  ditch  and  an  en- 
trenchment impenetrable  to  musketry  or  smaller 
pieces  of  ordnance — the  right  flank  covered  by  the 
river,  and  the  left  by  the  swamp,  and  the  whole  de- 
fended by  several  pieces  of  cannon  of  various  cali- 
bres— 32,  24, 12  and  6 pounders. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  the  post  master  at  Or- 

leans, to  the  post-master  in  Nashville,  dated  De- 
cember 30. 

“Vou  will  havfr  beard,  T presume,  of  the  landing 
of  tiie  British  here,  and  of  an  action  which  look 
frlace  last  Friday  in  which  it  is  thought  they  suffer- 
ed much.  Since  that  sime  our  army  has  entrenched 
itself  very  strongly  and  advantageously  about  five 
miles  from  town.  Last  Wednesday  the  enemy  at- 
tacked our  lines,  but  were  repulsed  with  consider- 
able loss;  ours  trifling.  Previous  to  the  attack,  they 
succeeded  in  destroying  a schooner  belonging  to  us 
by  means  of  their  artillery,  of  which  they  have  a few 
small  pieces. 

‘•In  this  state  the  affairs  rest — the  Kentucky  troops 
being  momently  expected,  which,  ridded  to  our  pre- 
vious force,  puts  the  country,  1 conceive,  entirely 
out  of  danger. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  colonel  Jl.  Butler , adjutant 
general , dated  Camp,  6 miles  below  New- Orleans, 
December  30,  1814. 

“I  am  here  surrounded  with  the  din  of  war — artil- 
lery and  small  arms  alternately  playing.  On  the  23d 
at  night  we  attacked  the  enemy;  and,  as  reported 
by  deserters,  we  killed,  wounded  and  took  prison- 
ers about  500.  Our  loss  comparatively  very  small. 
Colonels  Lauderdale  and  Henderson  have  bit  the 
dust  and  are  no  more.  The  latter  on  the  28th  inst. 
at  which  time  the  enemy  advanced  on  us,  with  a 
view  to  storm  our  works;  but  they  found  us  too 
strong  to  attempt  it.  We  opened  our  artillery,  and 
| a deserter  says  we  killed  140  men  that  day — among 
them  sir  Beverly  Evanson  of  the  85th.  We  cannot 
estimate  their  force  as  yet  correctly — we  are  in  line 
spirits  and  have  no  doubt  of  drubbing  the  rascals.’’ 
Extract  of  a letter  from  the  honorable  FAegins  Fro- 
mentin,  senator  in  congress  from  Louisiana,  to  his 
friend  in  Baltimore,  dated 

Washington,  January  2?,  1815. 

“I  hasten  to  relieve  your  anxiety  about  New-Or- 
leans—  New-Orleans  was  safe  on  the  30th  December, 
and  I hope  is  safe  now.  Take  your  own  time  to  read 
the  details  below,  extracted  from  letters  which  I 
received  this  morning  from  governor  Claiborne, 
Thomas  Urquhart,  Richard  Relf,  John  Kilty  Smith 
land  James  St$rrett,  All  my  correspondents  agree 
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together  about  all  the  material  facts;  and  they  all 
agree  likewise  with  Brown’s  and  Robertson’s  cor- 
respondents, so  that  you  may  give  an  entire  belief  to 
the  following  narration. 

“Strange  as  it  may  appear,  the  enemy  were  in 
general  Vi  Here’s  yard  before  any  body  knew  that 
they  had  even  attempted  to  land.  Villere's  son  was 
a prisoner  by  them  in  his  father’s  house;  but  under 
some  pretence  he  got  leave  to  go  into  the  yard,  made 
his  escape,  and  vv  s the  first  to  give  the  news  in  New- 
Orleans  at  about  two  o’clock,  p.  m.  on  the  23d  De- 
cember. Our  videttes  at  the  mouth  of  the  bayou 
JBienvenu  had  been  before  made  prisoners,  supposed 
to  have  been  betrayed  by  some  fishermen,  who  were 
in  the  habit  of  bringing  fish  from  the  lake  through 
that  bayou  to  the  New-Orleans  market.  General 
Jackson  went  immediately  to  the  enemy  with  what 
regulars  and  militia  of  every  description  happened  to 
be  in  New-Orleans,  the  whole  amounting  to  about 
40U0.  Our  army  attacked  the  British  at  about  eight 
o’clock,  and  afier  an  engagement  of  about  an  hour 
and  a half,  the  firing  ceased  on  both  sides,  as  if  by 
mutual  consent.  Our  loss  is  supposed  to  be  about 
20U  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing — that  of  the 
enemy  is  believed  ?o  be  much  more  considerable.  We 
took  that  night  seventy  odd  prisoners.  Parmelee 
was  found  dead  on  the  field  of  battle— he  is  the 
only  one  whose  death  has  been  ascertained.  Among 
the  missing,  supposed  to  be  prisoners,  are  George 
Ogden,  George  Pollack,  John  Lynd,  Laverty,  Na- 
than Cox,  Bran  degee,  Wm.  Flowers,  Story,  and 
others,  whose  n m s ar-  hot  given.  Sterrett,  Porter 
and  Alexander  Smith,  (Kilty’s  brother)  were  slightly 
wounded.  They  are  getting  well,  and  ready  for 
ano  her  rtion. 

A !n  • American  prisoners  are  sent  on  board  of 
th'dr  fi  et.  The  Creoles  were  first  ordered  to  be  re- 
leas'd on  condition  of  their  taking  with  them  a pro- 
clamation from  the  British  commanding  general  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana.  This  they  every  one 
refused  fo  do.  They  were  nevertheless  released  on 
parole.  In  the  number  are,  Prieur,  Beauregard,  lte- 
iv  u ■,  R ')h  on ".  Filler e,  jun.  ivho , it  seems , after  he 
mad:  his  escape  from  his  father's  house , put  himself  at 
the  head  of  a company  of  Creole  volunteers,  formed  on 
a sudden , on  ike  spur  of  the  occasion. 

Af’.er  the  niglu  action  of  the  23d,  the  hostile  ar- 
mies respectively  took  a position,  ours  on  Edward 
Macarty’s  plantation,  adjoining  cur  old  country  seat, 
and  threw /up  breastworks  from  the  river  to  the 
swamp,  the  old  mill  canal  serving  as  a ditch  ready 
made.  The  British  established  their  lines  on  Bien- 
venu’s  plantation,  about  two  miles  below,  and  there 
fort  ified  themselves,  wailing  for  their  artillery. 

Tiie  two  armies  Remained  in  the  situation  above 
described,  and  on  the  25th,  the  ship  Louisiana,  and 
the  schooner  Caroline  dropped  down  the  river 
abreast  the  wings  of  the  enemy,  and  opened  their 
fire  on  them.  The  British  suffered  considerably  from 
the  brisk  uninterrupted  fire  of  our  two  vessels,  and 
were  at  last  compelled  to  retire  to  the  swamps.  But 
in  the  night  of  the  25th  and  26th,  they  erected  a 
battery  on  the  shore,  from  which  they  fired  led  hot 
shot  and  succeeded  in  setting  fire  to  the  Caroline  and 
blew  her  up,  not  however  before  the  brave  captain 
Henley  had  taken  on  shore  all  his  guns.  Not  a man 
was  hurt  in  consequence  of  the  Caroline  blowing  up. 

On  the  27th  or  28th  (for  in  that  respect  our  seve- 
ral accounts  are  at  variance)  the  enemy  advanced  in 
considerable  force  with  their  artillery,  and  attacked 
at  the  same  time  the  whole  of  our  line;  but  they 
were  repulsed  at  all  points  with  considerable  loss. 
<l'his  action  lasted  nearly  three  hours,  a severe  and 
incessant  cannonading.  Our  loss  in  this  last  affair  is 
‘sibout  50  killed  and  wounded.  Major  C amuck  of 


the  marines  has  been  severely  wounded,  not  dan- 
gerously. Since  that  time  to  the  30th  December,  9 
o’clock,  p.  m.  the  date  of  my  last  letter,  nothing  lias 
been  done  but  firing  during  the  day  from  our  en- 
trenchments on  the  works  which  the  British  erected 
in  the  course  of  the  night. 

The  ship  Louisiana  and  several  other  small  armed 
vessels,  with  the  fire  from  our  lines,  harms  the 
British  constantly,  and  not  unfrequently  drive  them 
to  the  swamps.  It  appears  that  general  Jackson 
means  at  present  to  keep  his  strong  hold,  and  to  act 
on  the  defensive  until  the  arrival  of  general  Hopkins, 
who  was  expected  on  the  31st  December  with  800 
men  from  Lafourche  and  Iberville,  and  of  general 
Adair  who  was  hourly  expected  with  2,500  men. 

Three  deserters  from  the  enemy  came  to  our  camp, 
on  the  29 Ui  December. 

From  them  and  from  the  prisoners  it  is  collected, 
that  the  force  of  tfie  enemy  amounts  from  6 to  8 or 
9,0Q0  including  about  1,200  black  troops  which  are 
represented  as  not  of  any  considerable  use  thus  far, 
owing  it  is  supposed  to  the  excessive  cold  weather, 
which  since  the  landing  of  the  British  lias  prevailed, 
in  Louisiana,  to  such  a degree,  that  the  bayou  St. 
John  is  froze  over,  which  1 believe  has  never  been 
known  before. 

All  pur  letters  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  the 
unanimity,  confidence  and  courage  manifested  by 
every  description  of  people  in  Louisiana.  No  words 
can  do  justice  to  the  bravery  of  the  Tennesseeans. 
The  Louisianians  are  not  unworthy  of  them.  From 
the  age  of  15  to  the  age  of  75,  every  man  is  in  one 
way  or  other  engaged  in  resisting  the  common  ene- 
my. This  is  truly  a noble  mode  for  Louisiana  to  repel 
the  calumnies  by  which  she  has  been  assailed  from 
many  quarters.  A country  thus  defended  cannot  be 
conquered. 

Generals  Packenham  and  Keene  commanded  the 
army;  and  admirals  Cochrane  and  Malcolm  the  navy. 
It  is  believed  that  Lewis  Kerr*  is  with  the  British. 

Yours,  Stc. 

ELEGIUS  FROMENTIN. 
.Another  extract  of  a letter  from  a merchant  at  St. 

Francisville , to  a gentleman  in  Baltimore , dated 

January  1,  1814. 

“ The  enemy  under  the  command  of  major-gene- 
ral Keene,  supposed  to  be  the  advance  guard  of  lord 
Hill,  made  their  appearance  within  seven  miles  of 
New-tlrleans  on  Friday,  the  23d  December,  where 
they  were  met  by  general  Jackson,  with  a force  of 
4000  men  ; an  action  immediately  ensued,  and  Jack- 
son  succeeded  in  driving  them  off  the  field  of  battle, 
after  killing  and  wounding  many  of  them  ; their 
force  was  estimated  at  70.00  men,  they  fought  like 
men,  but  the  force  under  J'ackson  fought  like  devils. 
The  particulars  we  have  not  yet  ascertained,  I must 
therefore  refer  you  to  general  Jackson’s  official  re- 
port,” 

Extract  of  a private  letter  received  at  Washington 

city,  dated [. 

Camp,  near  New  Orleans,  Jan.  6th  1314. 

After  narrating  occurrences  of  which  we  are  al- 
ready informed,  the  letter  says — “We  all  remained 
perfectly  quiet  until  the  morning  of  the  1st  January, 
w hen  the  enemy  had  advanced  within  600  yards  of 
our  breast  works,  under  cover  of  night  and  a heavy 
fog,  and  erected  three  different  batteries,  mounting 
in  all  15  guns,  from  6’s  to  32’s.  About  8 o’clock,  when 
the  fog  cleared  off,  they  commenced  a most  tremen- 
dous fire  upon  us,  but  it  was  amply  returned  by  us, 
and  a heavy  cannonading  was  kept  up  without  the 
least  interval  on  either  side,  except  that  occasioned 
by  the  explosion  of  my  magazine  in  the  rear  of  my 

* Lewis  Kerr  has  been  absent  from  New-Orleans, 
for  five  or  six  years. 
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battery,  and  the  magazine  of  mv  captain  in  the  night, 
owing  to  their  Congreve  rockets.  Against  4 o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  we  had  dismounted  all  their  guns 
but  two.  They  retreated  during  the  night  to  their 
strong  hold,  about  a mile  and  a quarter  from  our 
lines,  where  they  have  remained  perfectly  quiet  evei 
since.  On  new  year’s  day  we  lost  about  15  killed 
and  as  many  badly  wounded.  That  of  the  enemj, 
from  the  accounts  of  two  prisoners  taken  on  that 
day  and  three  deserters  since,  must  have  been  much 
greater.  Twice  have  the  enemy  tried  to  storm  and 
carry  our  batteries,  with  the  firm  belief  of  dining  in 
Orleans  the  same  day,  but  woefully  have  they  been 
deceived.  All  deserters  that  have  come  in,  agree 
that  the  enemy’s  force  is  from  7 to  9000  strong  ; but 
we  generally  suppose  it  to  be  about  six  thousand. — 
The  enemy  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  since 
the  23d,  must  have  lost  near  one  thousand  men. 
Since  our  last  fight,  the  Kentucky  troops  have  ar- 
rived— near  three  thousand  men,  which  makes  our 
force  better  than  8000  ; so  that  Orleans,  1 believe,  is 
pretty  safe.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  in  J\'e iv  Orleans 

to  a gentleman  in  the  same , dated 

New  Orleans,  January  6th,  1815. 

Sir — The  operations  of  the  enemy  since  Friday, 
the  day  on  which  they  were  repulsed  in  an  attempt 
to  pierce  our  left  flank,  have  been  confined  to  firing 
upon  our  camp  from  their  heavy  ordnance,  erected 
on  an  advance  battery,  and  the  discharge  of  every 
species  of  combustible  matter,  under  expectation 
of  throwing  us  into  confusion  and  thereby  giving  a 
chance  for  storming  our  lines  and  bring  on  a general 
engagement.  The  cool  and  intrepid  conduct  of  our 
men,  however,  defeated  their  scheme ; while  the 
fire  from  our  batteries  drove  them  back  beyond  their 
works,  enabling  us  in  a sortie  to  demolish  them. 
Since  this  discomfiture,  their  main  body  is  said  to 
have  retreated  towards  the  Bayou,  where  they  land- 
ed, intending  as  may  be  presumed,  either  to  wait 
reinforcements,  by  the  river,  a feature  in  the  original 
plan  of  invasion,  or  to  effect  clandestinely  an  escape 
t®  their  shipping.  They  are  said  to  be  distressed 
for  provisions  and  very  sickly,  and  apppear  heartily 
to  repent  their  presumption.  General  Adair’s  force 
reached  this  Wednesday  week ; our  effective  force 
10,000  men. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  in  the  navy  to  his 

friend  in  Baltimore,  dated 

Camp,  3 miles  below  New  Orleans,  Jan.  6. 

“ We  are  entrenched,  say  from  eight  to  ten  thou- 
sand men,  between  the  British  lines  and  the  city. — 
Their  entrenched  camp  is  about  four  miles  from 
Orleans — where  they  are  supposed  to  he  10,000 
strong.  They  have  made  several  attempts  on  our 
works,  and  were  always  handsomely  repulsed.  I do 
not  think  they  will  take  New  Orleans  this  winter. 
It  is  now  14  days  since  the  first  battle— and  the 
whole  of  these  two  weeks  the  cannonading  has  been 
incessant — we  have  battered  down  their  advance 
works  as  fast  as  they  can  erect  them.  We  have  lost 
from  100  to  200  men,  amongst  whom  some  of  our 
most  respectable  citizens. 

General  Jackson  behaves  well : 1 think,  however, 
he  exposes  himself  too  much  ; for  should  a chance 
shot  take  him  off,  1 know  not  what  might  be  the  con- 
sequence. And  of  this  there  is  no  little  danger — his 
head  quarters  being  so  near  the  lines  that  at  least 
thirty  cannon  balls  have  passed  through  his  house. 
The  opposing  lines  are  so  nearthat  the  picket  guards 
skirmish  daily.  The  enemy  is  fortifying  and  en- 
trenching his  camp  very  strongly.” 

To  the  editor  of  the  Philadelphia  Gazette. 

New  Orleans,  6«.h  January,  1815. 

You  will  uq  doubt  expect  to  hear  by  this  day’s 


mail  of  something  important  having  occurred  in  this 
quarter  ; but  nothing  decisive  has  as  yet  taken  place. 

On  Sunday  the  1st  inst.  the  enemy,  who  had  the 
preceding  night  erected  a battery  in  advance  of  their 
lines  and  near  our  works,  opened  a very  heavy  tire 
upon  us,  and  made  two  bold  attempts  to  force  and 
turn  our  left  wing,  in  both  of  which  they  were  re- 
pulsed with  considerable  loss,  and  obliged  to  retreat 
to  their  entrenchments,  leaving  all  their  guns  on 
the  battery,  a considerable  quantity  of  ammunition, 
working  tools,  and  their  dead  unburied. 

Since  then  no  other  attempt  lias  been  made  on 
our  lines  ; but  all  accounts  concur  in  stating,  that 
they  are  fortifying  themselves  very  strongly,  with 
what  intention  we  know  not. 

It  was  reported  a few  days  ago,  that  several  of  the 
enemy’s  vessels  had  entered  the  river  ; and  we  were 
s riously  alarmed  lest  they  might  succeed  in  passing 
fort  Philip  or  Plaquemine,  and  thus  co-operate  with 
the  army. 

But  accounts  from  there'  to-day  state,  that  they 
had  retired.  It  is  also  said  there  is  some  misunder- 
standing between  the  land  and  naval  commanders. 
God  grant  this  may  prove  propitious  to  our  cause  ! 

We  have  had  a few  deserters  com?  in,  since  my 
last. 

1 have  just  learnt  that  the  detachment  stationed 
at  the  Chief  Monteer  road,  on  lake  Borgne,  have 
taken  and  destroyed  an  English  transport  brig,  laden 
with  provisions  for  the  army.  This  will  prove  a 
severe  blow  to  them  ; for  they  are  said,  by  the  pri- 
soners and  deserters,  to  be  short  of  bread — of  meat 
they  find  abundance  in  the  country  they  possess, 
having  the  command  of  all  the  eastern  shore  of  the 
river,  from  about  6 miles  below  the  town,  including 
the  rich  settlement  of  Terre  au  Bocuf. 

The  forces  under  gen.  Thomas,  say  the  Kentucky 
quota  of  2,500,  arrived  two  days  ago : but  their 
arms  have  not  yet  come  on.*  It  is  generally  supposed 
that  the  want  of  them  (there  being  none  here  to  sup- 
ply the  deficiency)  prevents  general  Jackson  from 
attacking  the  enemy.  Their  arms  appear  to  have 
been  shipped  in  some  common  trading  boat,  and 
God  knows  when  they  may  arrive.' 

FROM  ST.  MARY’S,  &c. 

From  the  Savannah  Republican  of  Jatmary  17. 
The  following  is  a copy  of  a letter  from  captain 
! Massias  to  brigadier  general  Floyd,  received  last 
Sunday  afternoon  by  express. 

King's  Bay,  1 1th  Jan. — 12  •'clock. 
Sir — I deem  it  expedient  to  apprise  you  by  ex- 
press, the  enemy  effected  a landing  this  moment  on 
Cumberland,  in  two  divisions,  with  nineteen  barges. 
Assisted  by  two  look-out  boats,  and  flanked  by  two 
gun  barges,  at  first  they  shewed  a disposition  to- 
wards the  bay  ; but  ascertaining  we  were  pre  pared 
to  receive  them,  they  altered  their  course  and  took 
the  Plumb  Orchard  passage,  keeping  Cumberland 
close  ahead.  The  first  division  effected  its  landing 
at  Dungenness — the  second  at  the  Plumb  Orchard. 

The  officer  left  in  charge  of  our  battery  was  or- 
dered not  to  let  them  approach  our  side  with  impu- 
nity ; which  he  promptly  obeyed. 

One  of  the  barges  was  sent  out  of  line  in  chase  of 
I a boat  making  a retreat  to  St.  Mary’s,  but  on  receiv- 
ing a shot  from  an  eighteen  which  came  rather  near 
him,  he  gave  up  the  chase. 

*It  appears  that  the  steam  boat  Knterprize,  and 
a keel  boat,  passed  Louisville,  Ky.  about  the  28th 
of  December,  with  arms  and  various  stores  for  New 
Orleans,  and  we  fear  it  is  so  that  gen.  Adair’s  men 
are  without  arms.  However  Jackson's  fertile  ge- 
nius may  make  them  useful,  or,  perhaps,  partially 
supply  them.  [ Editor  Register . 
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Sixteen  barges  of  the  largest  size,  have  passed  to- 
wards Dungeness,  and  have  landed. 

I compute  his  whole  force  to  be  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred, white  and  black , their  fleet  are  beating  oflf  St. 
Andrews’,  at  which  end  they  came  in. 

It  was  my  intention  to  receive  them  at  Cabin 
Bluff  with  riflemen  : this  could  have  been  dene  with 
much  advantage,  but  they  vver*  apprized  of  it,  and 
kep>  the  Plumb  Orchard  creek. 

We  are  now'  at  the  Point,  and  on  die  alert,  waiting 
an  attack,  which  I expect  momently  ; in  which  event 
I shall  do  my  best. 

In  the  event  ©f  a retreat,  the  assistant  deputy 
quarter-master  general  has  been  charged  to  place  a 
supply  of  provisions  and  ammunition  at  a point  se- 
lected by  myself  in  our  rear. 

The  men  have  always  two  days  provisions  in  ad- 
vance, ready  to  march  to  uny  point  at  a moment’s 
warnings 

I have  the  pleasure  to  anticipate  the  best  of  con- 
duct in  -the  officers  and  men  unde*  me  : though  few, 
they  are  well  chosen,  and  discover  great  eagerness 
for  battle,"  they  behaved  well  the  day  we  prepared 
to  receive  the  enemy. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  lieutenant  colonel  Scott , to  the 

came,  if  by  express J eluted 

St.  Mary’s  12th  January,  1815. 

Sin — Your  orders  of  the  5th  inst.  reached  me,  at 
this  place,  whither  I had  repaired  on  the  first  informa- 
tion of  a serious  attack  being  intended  by  the  enemy, 
on  the  frontiers  as  well  as  by  soa,  having  previously 
issued  orders  for  detachments  from  the  companies 
within  my  regiment  to  march  to  this  place.  Thesa 
detachments  have  partially  arrived,  but  from  the 
alarms  existing  on  tpe  frontier,  I fe^r  much  delay 
will  arise  before  the  entire  number  will  arrive  at 
this  point. 

The  alarm  guns  from  the  garrison  were  fired  the 
evening  before  last,  and  information  soon  after  reach- 
ed me  of  the  enemy  having  entered  and  anchored  in 
St.  Andrews’.  Yesterday  morning  seven  large  boats 
advanced  up  the  river,  and  at  11  o’clock  effected  a 
landing  at  Dungenness,  in  full  view  of  the  garrison 
at  Point  Pctre ; and  at  $ P.  M.  were  joined  by  fifteen 
barges  more.  The  enemy  immediately  formed  their 
encampment  and  pitched  their  tents.  Last  night 
their  fires  were  distinctly  seen  from  this  side. 

The  hostile  attitude  of  the  enemy  leaves  no  doubt 
of  an  attack  being  meditated  on  the  garrison  and 
JLhis  place. 

The  alarm  in  this  quarter  Is  great  beyond  descrip- 
tion, in  consequence  of  the  very  large  force  of  the 
enemy  and  the  very  defenceless  state  of  this  place. 

Unless  reinforcements  are  forwarded,  this  country 
is  lost.  Agreeably  to  your  orders,  1 have  issued 
mine  to  lieutenant  colonel  Pray,  requiring  reinforce- 
ments from  his  regiment. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 
WM.  SCOTT,  lieut.  col. 

P.  S.  The  enemy’s  force  is  estimated  at  1000. 

THE  ENEMY  IN  POSSESSION  OF  POINT  P2TIIE  AND 

st.  mary’s. 

j &opy  of  a letter  from  captain  J)Iassias  to  brigadier. 

general  Johji  Floyd , plated 

Sweetwatdr  Branch,  13th  January,  1315. 

Sir — The  enemy  moved  against  Point  Petre  this 
ynoming  at  half  past  seven  o’clock,  with  his  whole 
force,  (about  fifteen  hundred.)  His  operations  were 
simultaneous.  I received  information  of  his  ap- 
proach on  my  picket,  near  major  Johnson’s,  with 
about  800  to  a 1000  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  ; 
aware  of  his  intentions  to  place  himself  in  my  rear, 
while  he  at  the  same  time  was  advancing  in‘ consi- 
derable force  in  front  to  attack  the  battery  on  the 
St.  Mary’s,  with  a view  to  cut  off  my  retreat ; I made 


the  following  disposition  of  my  small  but  brave 
force.  I ordered  captai  n Stallings  to  remain  at  the 
Point,  with  about  thirty-six  effectives,  with  orders 
to  defend  it  as  long  as  possible,  and  if  he  should  be 
overpowered,  to  spike  the  guns,  fire  the  train  at  the 
magazine,  and  retreat  to  me  with  the  remainder, 
(about  6U  riflemen  and  infantry.) 

I moved  against  the  enemy  in  the  rear,  determin- 
ed to  oppose  his  passage  at  a narrow  defile  near 
maj.  King’s,  and  make  good  my  retreat  at  all  ha- 
zards; at  about  nine  o’clock  we  came  up  with  the 
defile,  near  major  Johnson’s;  it  is  flanked  by  a 
marsh  on  each  side,  and  has  a complete  cover  for 
riflemen  on  the  right  and  left,  across  which  the  day 
previous  I had  caused  some  large  trees  to  be  fallen; 
and  we  entered  it  on  one  end,  the  enemy  did  so  on 
the  other.  It  was  my  intention  to  gain  the  cross 
roads  near  maj.  King’s,  but  finding  myself  stopped, 
lieut.  Hall,  of  the  43d  infantry,  was  ordered  with  a 
detachment  of  riflemen,  to  advance  on  the  enemy’s 
left,  and  lieut.  Harllee  with  another  detachment,  t<* 
pass  the  thicket  and  endeavored  to  gain  his  rear 
— this  order  was  promptly  obeyed.  Capt.  Tatnall, 
of  the  43d  infantry,  was  ordered  at  the  same  time  to 
advance  inclose  column  and  pass  the  defile;  at  this 
moment  their  bugle  sounded,  and  a brisk  fire  com- 
menced on  both  sides.  We  had  already  passed 
some  distance,  and  the  enemy  had  given  way  twice, 
when  capt.  Tatnall,  who  stood  near  me,  received  a 
severe  wound  which  obliged  him  to  fall  back.  This 
produced  a momentary  pause,  when  the  enemy  press- 
ed forward,  but  was  received  with  unequalled  firm- 
ness. It  was  at  this  moment  I received  unexampled 
support  from  serjeant  Benson  of  the  43d  infantry, 
and  private  Green  of  the  rifle;  but  our  efforts  were 
unavailing,  their  numbers  were  too  imposing — a 
thousand  to  sixty  was  to  much  odds;  and  believing 
tha  battery  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  as  but  three 
guns  had  been  fired,  it  was  with  reluctance  that  I 
ordered  a retreat,  which  I am  happy  to  state  was 
effected  in  good  order.  We  took  a path  to  Mrs. 
Gordon’s  on  the  North  river,  at  which  plac.e  I had 
previously  engaged  a large  boat,  in  the  event  of  not 
being  able  to  pass  by  the  bridge  near  maj.  King’s; 
but  the  boat  was  taken  away.  I had  but  one  re- 
source left,  and  tliat^was  to  pass  at  Miller’s  Bluff 
with  a paddling  canoe.  I then  sent  an  order  to  capt. 
Stallings  to  retreat  by  that  way,  which  he  promptly 
obeyed,  the  enemy  followed  him  close  in  his  rear, 
and  I have  the  pleasure  to  state  we  affected  it  with- 
out the  loss  of  a man.  While  I lament  the  necessity 
of  informing  you  of  the  loss  of  the  fort  at  Point 
Petre,  I console  myself  with  a consciousness  of  hav- 
ing doae  my  best  for  its  preservation,  and  of  being 
peculiarly  fortunate  in  making  good  a retreat,  al- 
ways doubtful,  and  by  none  believed  practicable 
but  myself.  The  enemy’s  loss  must  have  been  con- 
siderable; the  defile  was  covered  with  blood.  An 
officer  of  distinction,  wearing  a pair  of  gffid  epau- 
lets, was  among  the  slain — our  loss  was  very  inconsi- 
derable, as  will  appear  by  the  report  annexed  to 
this;  I have  reason  to  hope  that  some  of  those  mis- 
sing will  yet  join. 

. . 1 should  not  do  justice  to  the  gentlemen  I had  the 
honor  to  command,  did  I not  say  they  performed 
prodigies  beyond  ail  reasonable  expectation.  All 
were  equally  brave;  but  if  lmay  be  allowed  to  dis- 
criminate, and  to  recommend  any  to  your  particu- 
lar attention,  it  would  be  capt.  E.  F.  Tatnall,  43d 
infantry;  he  was  conspicuous  in  every  act,  and  gave 
me  the  utmost  support. 

I cannot  but  consider  my  little  band  highly  com- 
plimented by  the  number  the  enemy  thought  fit  to 
bring  against  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  MASS  IAS,  Capt.  c 1st  rife  corps  U.  $ 
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RetllEB  of  killed,  wounded,  prisoners  and  mis.  shall  endeavor  to  check  their  march  as  much  as  pos- 
sin- in  the  action  on  the  18th  January;  near  IVintjs.ble  at  every  advantageous  post.  I have  not  been 
fiin»  • * v,  . 'able  to  ascertain  then*  numbers.  1 here  is  still  a 

43d  in“ntry-ki»ed  none,  wounded,  1 captain,!  ^ Point  1>MV’  and  in 
severely;  do.  1 private  do.;  missing,  4 puvates.  “ - * 

Total  6. 

Rifle  corps — killed 


1 private;  wounded,  1 ser- 
jeant,  prisoner,  do.  onejprivate,  severely;  missing,  5 
privates — grand  total  14. 


1 have  the  honor  to  be,  your’s  sincerely, 

WILLIAM  SCOTT, 

Ueut.  col.  com.  detachment.” 

FROM  THE  SAME. 

A A MASSIAS,  captain,  Georgians' — Your  slate  is  invaded — the  capital  of 

comlsi  rifle  cortia  U.  S.  (reaps. 'it  (Savannah)  is  threatened— your  sires  were  gal- 

Com,  of  a letter  from  Heat.  col.  Scott  to  brig,  general  lant-you .will  do  every  thing  in  your  power  loiept-1 
wpy  oj  a leuci  jiun  dated  the  merciless  enemy  who  carries  the  sword  in  one 

°^1  ’ “Jefferson,  Htli  Jan.  1813.  j hand  and  the  torch  in  the  other — aw  enemy  who  wars 
“Dear  Sir Yesterday,  the  enemy  advanced  in  Gn  the  widow  and  distressed — whose  deeds  have 


two  divisions  against  Point  Petre,  which  they  car- 
ried by  storming  it.  One  division  landed  at  major 
Johnston's,  and  marchod  on  the  rear  of  tlui  tort—  ■ 


been  as  bud  as  the  savage  of  the  American  woods, 
or  the  plundering  Arab  of  the  desert.  Remember, 
the  eyes  of  the  world  are  upon  yo.u — Georgia  expects 
number  of  barges  made  the  attack  in  front.  At  every  man  to  do  his  duty.  To  arms,  then,  Geor- 
this  time,  I was  in  the  town  of  St.  Mary’s;  the  mo-  gians,  to  arms! 

merit  I received  information  of  the  enemy  landing,!  The  brigadier-general  commanding  the  troops  at 
I assembled  the  militia  (which  amounted  to  ninety  I this' station  earnestly  recommends  to  the  citizens  of 
men)  and  marched  for  King’s  bay.  When  I had  ad-j  Savannah  the  necessity  of  exertion  to  complete  the 
vanced  two  miles  from  St.  Mary’s,  1 heard  a heavy  j fortifications  around  the  city.  It  is  hoped  that  pri- 
firing  commence  in  the  road  leading  from  King’s  vate  interest  will  on  so  important  an  occasion  yield 
bay  to  Point  Petre,  which  convinced  me  that  the  to  public  duty,  and  that  every  man  possessed  of 
enemy  had  attacked  the  Point  in  the  rear.  I march-!  American  feelings  will  repair  to  the  lines,  and  by 
ed  out  quick  step  to  make  an  attack  on  their  rear.  | united  efforts  render  themselves  secure  against 
I soon  found  the  firing  ceased,  which  gave  me  to  j attack  from  the  enemy,  who  will  avail  himself  of 
believe  the  party  of  reserve  had  surrendered— my  neglect.  Citizens  of  Savannah  ! let  your  stores  and 
hope  then  was  to  meet  a party  of  reserve  to  guard  shops  be  shut  until  the  defences  of  the  city  are  com- 
tlieir  barges.  I ordered  a few  horsemen  to  recoil-  pleted. 

noitre  their  landing.  They  reported,  that  their  Extract  of  a letter  from  capt.  Massias  to  brigadier - 
barges  were  all  goneexcent  two,  which  were  adrift.  general  Floyd,  dated 

I immediately  fell  back  on  St.  Mary’s;  when  I got  ITort  Barrington,  u o’clock,  Wednesday  evemne, 


diately 

within  a mile  of  the  town,  I was  informed  that  the 
enemy  were  advancing  against  the  town  of  St.  Ma- 
ry’s. I halted  my  men  about  a mile  from  St.  Ma- 
ry’s—as  I was  informed  some  of  the  barges  were  in 
the  North  river.  J proceeded  to  town  myself.  When 
I arrived,  I discovered  their  barges  had  got  as  far 
as  maj.  Mooi’s  causeway,  and  that  maj.  Clark  and 
Mr.  Sadler  had  been  appointed  by  the  inhabitants  to 
carry  a flag  to  the  enemy  to  capitulate.  The  in- 
habitants appeared  much  alarmed  lest  I should  make 
some  defence.  After  getting  some  refreshments 
for  my  detachment,  I returned  to  them.  A few 
minutes  after  I arrived,  a messenga-r  was  sent  from 
town,  to  inform  me  that  a British  officer  had  just 
landed  with  a flag,  offering  the  town  honorable 
terms,  if  they  surrendered;  and,  in  case  a single 
gun  was  fired,  the  town  should  be  laid  in  ashes. 
Knowing  my  force  not  sufficient  to  defend  the  town, 
I thought  it  proper  to  retire.  I had  not  retired  far 
before  I fell  in  with  captain  Massias,  with  the 


ay 

IStli  January,  1815. 

Sin — The  enemy  is  now  near  Darien — his  fleet 
has  anchored  in  Doboy  Sound — he  keeps  close  to  me; 
yet  it  is  my  belief  Savannah  is  his  object — 1 shall 
watch  his  motions.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  lieutenant-colonel  Scott  to 
brigadier-general  Floyd,  dated 

Brown’s  Ferry,  January  18,  1815. 

“Srn— I had  the  honor  to  receive  your’s  of  the 
13th  inst.  by  the  express,  in  which  you  request  me 
to  send  in  my  report,  which  is  annexed  to  this  let- 
ter. This  morning  a gentleman  arrived  here  from 
St.  Mary’s,  who  informed  me  that  admiral  Cockburn, 
had  landed  in  town  with  an  additional  force,  number 
unknown.  1 have  since  been  told  that  a number  of 
****  * troops  had  been  landed  since  the  arrival  of  the 
admiral  from  on  board  of  a bomb  brig.  The  enemy 
are  taking  possession  of  all  provisions  they  can  find, 
and  putting  them  on  board  their  vessels,  and  are 
taking  in  water — they  are  likewise  mounting  guns* 
on  carriages  and  training  horses,  for  what  purpose 


greater  part  of  his  command.  They  retreated  by  j 1 leave  you  to  judge — they  have  not  as  yet  attempt 


the  way  of  capt.  Miller’ sT\ve  are  now  encamped  at 
Jefferson. 

I never  experienced  so  much  alarm:  The  inhabitants 
are  flying  in  all  directions.  If  we  do  not  get  rein- 
forced, there  will  be  scarce  a family  left  in  the  coun- 
ty : The  inhabitants  dread  colonel  Woodbine  and 
his  indians,  more  than  the  British.  Provisions  aie 
hard  to  be  got.  I shall  do  every  thing  in  my  power 
to  protect  the  frontier  of  this  part  of  the  county. 
I have  but  eighty  five  men  with  me.  The  men,  wo- 
men, and  children  are  all  running  away.  1 hope  you 
will  contrive  some  way  to  reinforce  us.  I shall  never 
desert  this  part  of  the  county,  while  1 can  raise  a 
man. 

While  writing,  a Mr.  Brown  made  his  escape  from 
St.  Mary’s — he  informs  me,  tfiat  the  enemy  are  col- 
lecting all  the  horses  and  sacldles  about  that  place. 
From  the  best  information  we  could  obtain,  it  ap- 
pears they  intend  inarching  by  land  to  Savannah.  1 


ed  any  fortifications  in  the  town ; on  the  contrary, 
they  have  reduced  fort  Physic  ; and,  it  is  my  opi- 
nion, that  they  will  not  march  by  land.  I should 
have  wished  very  much  to  have  made  a stand  at 
(hooked  River  bridge  ; but  captain  Massias  would 
not  co-operate  with  me,  which  was  the  cause  of  my 
falling  back  to  this  place  yesterday.  I have  been  in- 
formed by  one  of  the  patriots  of ‘Florida  that  their 
spies  had  discovered  two  indians  on  the  south  side 
of  St.  Mary’s,  near  Undenvooff’s  mills  ; the  indians 
seeing  them,  retreated,  and  were  followed  until  an 
encampment  was  discovered  with  a considerable 
smoke  at  different  places,  when  they  thought  pru- 
dent to  retire.  1 have  4 trusty  spies  out  to  give  me 
immediate  notice  of  any  approaching  danger.  The 
distress  of  the  families  of  this  country  is  beyond  de- 
scription.” J 

Our  further  advices  from  the  south  to  the  22d 
ulL  at  Savannah,  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening 
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give  us  the  following  facts  and  reports.  A report 
{on  the  19th  January)  prevailed  that  colonel  JVood- 
dhie  was  coming1  on  in  the  rear,  at  the  head  of  600 
indians,  and  that  the  settlements  on  the  St.  Mary’s 
and  Satilla  rivers  were  breaking  up  in  consequence. 


for  the  protection  of  our  fleet,  and  the  whole  seems 
in  such  good  train,  that  if  general  Brisbane  makes 
the  incursion,  it  is  likely  lie  may  go  further  into  the 
interior  than  he  expects.  The  Plattsburg  Republi- 
can of  the  21st  January,  says,  “The  British  came 


On  the  21st  it  appeared  ascertained  that  the  enemy’s  into  Champlain  last  week,  four  miles  west  of  the 
force  was  about  2000  men,  part  blacks — and  it  was  ! village,  and  carri  d off  about  30  tons  of  liay. 
also  stated  that  the  ruffian  Cockburn  had  arrived  j National  Bank.  It  will  be  seen  by  our  congres- 
with  a reinforcement — and  that  at  St.  Mary’s  they  i sional  proceedings,  that  the  president  has  refused 
had  plundered  every  body  of  every  thing.  [■Xj’ThisI  his  assent  to  the  bill  for  establishing  a national  bank, 
we  should  have  presumed  from  the  presence  of  j as  it  lately  passed  both  houses  of  congress — and 
Cockburn]  Major-general  Pinkney  was  expected  at  j we  thank  him  for  it:  convinced  in  our  own  minds 
Savannah  about  the  23rd.  The  following  articles  j that  such  a bank,  on  such  principles,  would  do  im- 
from  the  Savannah  paper  of  the  22d  is  the  latest  mense  injury  to  the  United  States,  and  essentially 
advices  v/e  .have — and  cause  us  to  hope,  that,  byj-akl  the  operations  of  the  enemies  of  the  republic, 
stealing  excepted,  no  great  damage  may  be  done:  I at  home  and  abroad.  The  editors  of  the  National 
Savaimah,  January  22. — “Here  we  are,  under  j Intelligencer  give  an  opinion  that  no  bill  to  establish 
martial  law;  not  knowing  the  hour  when  the  Bri-jabank,  will  be  passed  this  session.  The  term  of 
tish  forces  may  pay  us  a visit.  We  have  no  positive  | the  present  congress  is  nearly  out — and  we  are  much 


accounts  from  the  southward,  however,  to  warrant 
a positive  conclusion,  that  they  are  coming  this  way. 
We  believe  the  forces  at  Cumberland  and  St.  Mary’s 
to  be  about  6000  men.” 

Another  extract — same  date. 

“Martial  law  was  declared  to  day.  Governor  Early 
lias  arrived  at  the  lines  with  2,000  men.  Strong  re- 
inforcements are  on  their  way.  Our  fortifications 
progress  rapidly,  and  are  able  at  present  to  sustain 
and  repel  the  attack  of  all  the  British  forces  said  to 
have  arrived.” 

Another  extract — same  dale. 


mistaken  if  the  people  at  large  are  not  very  glad  of 
it.  Never,  we  think,  has  time,  very  precious  time, 
been  so  shamefully  wasted. 

MILITARY. 

It  appears  by  despatches  received  at  Milledge- 
ville,  (Geo.)  that  boats  are  about  to  be  built  to  de- 
scend the  Alabama,  to  transport  general  M'lntosh’s 
forces  to  Mobile,  upon  which  an  attack  was  appre- 
hended. It  is  probable  he  will  reach  the  place  in 
time  to  defend  it,  if  the  enemy  at  J\'eiv- Orleans  does 
not  get  “enough”  of  the  notion  of  “restoring”  the 
country  and  makes  the  attack.  Colonel  Hawkins  is  at 


“I  have  only  time  to  say,  we  are  under  martial  j the  head  of  70 0 friendly  indians  to  restrain  the 


iaw — the  enemy  daily  expected.  Should  they  have 
the  temerity  to  approach,  I trust  we  shall  give  a 
good  account  of  them — at  least,  they  will  not  get 
the  place,  without  a struggle;  and  that  a pretty 
hard  one.” 

Latest  T^x tract — 8 P.  M. 

“We  are  in  hourly  expectation  of  the  arrival  of 
major-general  Pinkney , who,  we  are  informed,  has 
ordered  on  1500  of  the  South-Carolina  militia: 
among  whom  are  your  country  sharp-shooters,  who 
can  pick  out  a squirrel’s  eye  at  the  distance  of  one 
hundred  yards.  They  will  match  and  heat  Wood- 
bine’s motley  crew,  even  if  they  have  half  of  the 
number.  A number  of  your  disciplined  officers  are 
expected  to  start  from  Charleston  for  this  place  on 
the  24th  instant.” 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


Red  Sticks”  and  avenge  their  murders.  He  was  to 
leave  fort  Mitchel  on  an  expedition,  on  the  10th  ult. 

Governor  Shelby , of  Kentucky,  on  the  requisition 
of  brigadier- general  M*Arthur,  has  called  out  1000 
men  to  relieve  the  militia  of  that  state  now  stationed 
at  Detroit. 

NAVAL. 

LOSS  or  TIIE  rjULSIDENT  FTIIGATE. 

New- London,  January  25. — On  Monday  afternoon 
a flag  came  up  from  the  enemy’s  squadron  off'  this 
port,  was  brought  to  off  fort  Trumbull,  and  delivered 
a letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a copy: 

“ Rear-admiral  Holham  lias  the  honor  to  request 
general  Cushing  will  please  to  convey  the  enclosed 
letter  to  the  lady  of  commodore  Decatur;  who  the 
rear-admiral  begs  leave  to  acquaint  general  Cushing, 
is  gone  to  the  Bermudas,  in  good  health,  on  board 


Peace  humous,  we  have  in  a great  variety,  but  none  ! the  Endymion,  having  been  captured  in  the  United 
of  them,  perhaps,  worthy  of  credit.  Our  latest  re-! States’  frigate  President,  on  the  15th  instant,  by  a. 
gular  intelligence  from  Europe  is  of  Nov.  5 — and  in  \ detachment  of  his  majesty’s  ships.” 
tbe  absence  of  it,  we  are  supplied  by  many  reports,  j His  majesty’s  ship  Superb , 
possibly,  mere  speculations.  Onr  present  accounts  j ojf  New  London,  23d  Jan.  1815 
come  chiefly  from  Castine , one  of  which  goes  so  far  j “JUar-admiral  Holham  also  begs  leaye  to  commit 
as  to  say  that  peace  was  signed  on  the  first  of  7>te-ithe  accompanying  letters  to  the  care  of  general 
cember.  British  accounts  to  the  9th  of  that  month  Cushing;  which  were  received  from  persons  late  of 
ar e said  to  have  been  received  at  Halifax,  and  that  the  President.” 

the  merchants  there  had  received  advices  that  peace  The  letters  were  from  commodore  Decatur  to  his 
was  expected  immediately.  The  traders  at  Caserne  lady,  and  other  officers  to  their  friends;  and  none 
are  said  to  be  selling  off  their  goods  by  auction  on  | official.  The  officer  who  came  with  tbe  flag  declined 
account  of  this  news.  jjnaking  any  verbal  communication.  A letter  from  an 

Champlatnftiontier.  Whether  the  enemy  does  or]  officer  to  his  friend  was  read  in  town  and  forwarded, 
does  not  intend  an  excursion  into  our  territory  du-j  It  was  written  on  board  the  Pomone. 
ring  the  winter,  we  shall  be  well  prepared  for  it. — j It  briefly  stated  that  the  President  was  captured  in 
Major  general  Strong,  of  Vermont,  by  a very  spirited  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  instant,  after  an  action  of 
“general  order”  holds  his  “green  mountain  boys”  in  \four  hours  and  a half,  by  four  British  ships.  That 
perfect  readiness;  who,  as  Burgoyne  said  they  did  in  ] tbe  first,,  fourth  and  fifth  lieutenants  were  killed. 
Ids  day,  will  “hang  like  dark  clouds'’  on  the  foe. — 'and  the  sailing-master  and -two  midshipmen  wound- 
Gen.  Macomb  is  deservedly  popular  with  them,  and.  j ed,  with  a great  loss  of  men. 

has  supplied  those  who  wanted  them  with  arras,  &c.  | It  appears  that  the  enemy  prohibited  any  particu- 
The  militia  of  the  New  York  side  is  also  in  readi-  ;lars  of  the  action  from  being  communicated;  from 
ness.  Two  new  forts  (forts  Tompkins  and  Gaines')  {which  we  must  infer  that  although  they  gained  a 
have  been  erected  near  Plattsburg,  and  other  works  I frigate  they  have  reaped  no  laurels  from  tbe  capture, 
were  going  on.  Strong'  batteries  are  also  erected  The  President  sailed  from  New  York  on  Saturday 
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the  ders  on  her  pun  deck,  was  the  leading  ship  of  the 
enemy.  She  got  close  under  m^  quarters,  and  was 
cutting  my  rigging  without  my  Joeing  able  to  bring 


evening,  and  on  Sunday  morning  before  sunrise,  the 
Majestic  razee,  which  lay  near  Plumb  Island,  got 
under  way  in  great  haste,  and  proceeded  to  sea,  leav-  _ 

ing  her  water  casks  principally  on  shore.  A remarka - ■ a gun  to  bear  upon  her.  To  suffer  this,  was  making 
ble  circumstance,  which,  leads  to  the  suspicion  that  in-  ] my  capture  certain  : and  that  too,  without  injury  to 
formation  of  the  sailing ’ of  the  President  -tens  received  ',  the  enemy.  I therefore  bore  up  for  the  Endymion 
by  traitorous  information  in  twelve  hours  after  her  sail- 1 and  engaged  her  for  two  hours,  when  we  silenced  and 
ing  ; which,  not  improbably,  led  to  ha'  capture.  ; beat  her  off.  At  this  time  the  rest  of  the  ships  had 

The  action  must  have  been  principally  a running  1 got  within  two  miles  of  us.  We  made  all  the  sail 
one,  and  nearly  parallel  to  the  coast  of  Long  Island,  we  could  from  them,  but  it  was  in  vain.  In  three 
as  tire  firing  was  distinctly  heard  at  Stoninglon  and  | hours  the  Pomone  and  Tenedos  were  alongside,  and 
Newport.  , l*,e  Majestic  and  Endymion  close  to  us.  All  that 

If  appears  before  tire  brave  commodore  struck  his ; was  now  left  for  me  to  do,  was  to  receive  the  fire 
flag,  he  was  assailed  by  the  frigates  Pomone,  Forth, ' of  the  nearest  ship,  and  surrender  ; for  it  was  in 
and  End  vm  ion,  and  the  razee  Majestic;  and  we  I vain  to  contend  with  the  whole  squadron.  Mv  loss 
have  no  doubt,  that  in  this  bloody  and  lamented  ac-  lurt  been  severe  ; the  precise  number  I do  not  know, 
lion,  new  glory  perched  on  the  American  standard.!  but  believe  it  to  be  between  eighty  and  ninety;  of 

Connecticut  Gaz.  ; this  number,  twenty-five  are  killed  ;— Babbitt,  Ham- 
From  the  United  States  Gazette.  ; ilton,  and  Howell,  are  among  the  slain.  Air.  Dale 

“Various  statements  have  been  given  of  the  circum- ' is  wounded,  but  is  doing  well, 
stances  attending  the  loss  of  the  frigate  President,  j lam  in  great  haste — we  3a;  l to-day  for  Bermuda.” 
The  following  may  be  relied  on  as  the  substance  of  | Many  other  letters  confirm  the  general  facts  stated 

a brief  letter  from  commodore  Bocatur  to  his  lady, j in  the  preceding  accounts.  Our  loss  in  killed  and 


who  is  at  present  at  Frankford. 

On  passing  Sandy  Hook  the  frigate  struck  on  the 
bar,  where  she  remained  thumping  for  two  hours, 
until  the  tide  rose.  Early  in  the  morning  she  fell  in 
with  a British  squadron  consisting  of  the  Majestic 
razee,  the  Endymion,  Pomone  and  Tenedos  frigates, 
and  the  Despatch  brig.  Every  effort  was  made  to 
escape,  but  in  vain,  the  frigate  having  lost  her  sailing 
trim  in  consequence  of  the  injury  sustained  at  the 
Hook.  The  Endymion  being  the  leading  ship,  come 
up  with  her,  and  getting  close  under  the  quarter, 
kept  up  a destructive  fire,  cutting  up  and  crippling 
the  rigging  of  the  President.  To  suffer  this  was  to 
make  capture  certain,  without  inflicting  any  injury 
on  the  enemy.  The  commodore,  therefore,  bore  up 
and  engaged  the  Endymion,  and  after  a severe  fight 
of  two  hours  silenced  and  beat  her  off.  [It  is  proper 
to  mention  that  the  Endymion  is  the  same  frigate 
that  challenged  the  United  States  at  New  London. 
She  is  one  of  the  largest  frigates  in  the  British  na- 
vy, of  superior  force  to  the  President,  mounting  56 
guns,  (24  pounders  on  the  gun  deck)  and  was  sent 
out  expressly  to  fight  our  frigates.] 

The  President  now  made  all  sail  ami  endeavored 


wounded  appears  to  have  been  from  80  to  90  ; about 
25  of  the  former,  among  whom  were  lieutenants 
Babbit,  Hamilton,  and  acting  lieutenant  Howell — 
several  other  officers  wounded.  Decatur,  the  gal- 
lant-Decatur,  escaped  without  a hurt  to  revenge  the 
unmanly  attack.  He  was  taken  on  board  the  Endy- 
mion, and  many  of  the  rest  of  the  officers  and  of 
the  crew  transferred  to  the  Pomone,  where  it  appears 
they  have  been  treated — as  they  would  have  treated 
the  British  in  reverse  circumstances.  The  President 
and  Endymion  were  lost  sight  of  in  a gale — when 
last  seen,  the  former  had  asignal  of  distress  flyings 
■ having  lost  her  fore  and  mizen-top-masts.  She  was 
ordered  for  Bermuda,  whither  also  the  Pomone  was 
bound  Our  frigate  was  captured  the  day  after  she 
left  New  York,  no  doubt  by  the  information  of  some 
blue  light  wretch  that  yet  defrauds  the  gallows  of 
its  due.  Arrangements  appear  to  be  making  in  the 
city  of  New  York  to  build  immediately,  a new  fri- 
gate, or  a 74,  for  Decatur.  The  President  must 
have  been  greatly  injured,  as  it  is  stated  that  seve- 
ral of  bet-  guns  were  dismounted  ; and  we  are  not 
without  our  fears  for  the  sake  of  our  brave  fellows 
that  yet  remained  on  board  of  her,  that  site  may  have 


to  escape.  The  slernraost  ships  were  two  miles  dis-  been  lost  in  the  gale, 
taut.  In  three  hours,  however,  the  Pomone  and  Te-  j However  we  may  lament  the  loss  of  the  brave  men 
nedos  were  along  side,  the  others  close  astern,  when,  I "'bo  fell  in  this  contest,  the  services  of  those  wound- 
seeing  all  hopes  of  escape  at  an  end,  the  President  led  or  carried  into  captivity,  or  of  the  vessel  herself 
only  waited  to  receive  the  fire  o.f  tire  nearest  ships  I (which,  however,  we  can  easily  replace,)  we  re- 
and  surrendered.  * joice  that  our  naval  glory  remains  untarnished,  and 

Such  are  the  principal  circumstances  of  an  affair  that  this  capture  of  Decatur , like  Porter's,  will  add 
which  though  it  gives  us  cause  to  lament  over  the  j to  Ips  own  fame  and  the  renown  of  his  country. — 
loss  of  valuable  lives  and  a noble  ship,  affords  us  Europe,  astonished  at  the  charm  that  has  encompass- 
fresh  proof,  if  such  are  necessary,  of  the  gallantry  led  the  British  navy,  will  exult  that  it  is  so  fairly  bro- 
and  skill  of  our  navy.  It  was  a fortunate  circum-  ken  ; and  hail  our  tars  as  masters  of  the  sea,  ship 
stance  for  Decatur  that  the  situation  of  the  enemv  jto  ship  and  man  to  man.  Under  so  great  disadvan- 
gave  him  an  opportunity  of  fighting  a distinct  bat-  j tages,  acting  on  the  defensive  and  crippled  before 
tie  with  the  Endymion,  and  accomplishing  & positive  j she  turned  upon  the  Endymion,  the  President  re- 
and  splendid  victory  over  her,  before  the  other  force  ! duced  that  ship,  her  superior  in  force  to  the  condi- 
could  come  up  and  everwhelm  him  with  numbers.”  j tion  “of  a log  on  the  water,”  and  would  most  assured- 
The  following  is  an  extract  of  a letter  from  com- 1 lv,  have  made  a prize  of  her,  if  her  consorts  had 
modore  Decatur — politely  communicated  to  the  Co- 1 not  been  so  near.  A little  while  longer,  and  this  ves- 
Iwnbian  for  publication  ; ! sel,  sent  out  expressly  to  rapture  one  of  our  frigates, 

“The  night  we  left  the  Hook,  owing  to  someblun- ! would  have  mounted  in  the  an-,  as  the  Gucrriere  and 
ders  of  our  pilots,  we  struck  on  the  bar,  and  there  ! Java  had  done  before  her.  Admiral  Hotham  has  ad- 
remained  thumping  for  two  hours,  until  the  tide  mitted  our  vessel  was  captured  by  a “detachment,  of 


rose.  At  day-light  we  fell  in  with  the  British  squa- 
dron, consisting  of  the  Majestic,  Endymion,  Po- 
inone,  Tenedos  and  Despatch  brig.  My  ship,  owing 
to  her  getting  aground,  lost  her  sailing.  I Tighten- 
ed her  as  much  as  possible,  but  the  enemy  gained 
on  us.  The  Endymion,  mounting  twenty -four  pottn- 


his  majesty’s  ships,”  and  if  the  tower  guns  are  fired, 
the  world  will  laugh  at  the  occasion. 

We  have  rather  doubted  the  policy  of,  at  present, 
sending  out  our  frigates.  By  small  vessels,  fr*m  ]o 
to  20  guns,  we  can  make  the  best  impression  on  the 
enemy.  Our  naval  gleVy  is  established,  and  we 
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should  contend  on  the  ocean  only  as  may  most  affect 
the  interests  of  the  enemy,  and  induce  him  to  peace. 

The  Yankee  privateer,  of  Bristol,  It.  I.  owned  by 
.T.  D’Wolf,  esq.  is  about  168  tons,  carries  one  long’ 
3.2,  and  14  carronades,  12,  9 and  6 pounders.  It  has 
been  estimated  that  this  vessel,  (to  say  nothing  of 
her  present  cruise,  in  which  among  others  she  cap- 
tured the  late  India  ship  General  Wellesley)  has 
captured  arid  destroyed  British  property  to  th© 
amount  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  of  which  about 
one  half  has  arrived  in  the  United  States,  paying 
duties  to  the  amount  of  $200,000. 

New  privateers  are  daily  pushing  out  from  our 
several  ports.  There  will  be  a precious  tale  told  at 
JJoyd's  before  three  months.  Many  valuable  mer- 
fchant  vessels  with  rich  cargoes  arrive  from  the  West 
Indies,  with  colonial  produce,  dry  goods,  Sec.  Sec. 
Among  the  privateers  that  have  recently  sailed  we 
notice  the  Avon,  the  Champlain , the  Ludlow  and  the 
' foniahawk , strong  and  powerful  vessels, l ull  manned. 

The  late  U.  S.  frigate  Chesapeake  has  been  put  in 
commission  by  the  British — rated  as  a 38,  George 
Burdett,  captain. 

The  Sylph. — We  have  the  dreadful  particulars  of 
the  shipwreck  of  this  vessel  off  Long  Island.  Only 
the  purser  and  5 seamen  were  saved,  and  they  by 
the  great  humanity  and  exertions  of  the  people  of 
Southampton.  They  have  since  arrived  at  New-York. 
The  rest  of  her  officers  and  crew,  111  in  number, 
perished  in  the  sea  ! Marty  of  their  bodies  hate  been 
cast  on  the  shore,  and  decently  interred.  The  kind- 
ness of  the  people  of  Southampton  has  been  very 
handsomely  acknowledged  by  admiral  Hothmn,  who 
has  promised  to  make  the  best  return  for  it  in  his 
jx>wer ; and  lias  commenced  his  shew  of  gratitude 
by  releasing  the  crew  of  a vessel  that  belonged  there. 
There  is  something  pleasing  in  this.  Though,  one 
after  another,  \tre  have  no  manner  of  objection  to 
every  British  vessel  coming  ashore  like  the  Sylph; 
yet  we  have  no  wish  for  such  destruction  of  their 
fcrews,  and  would  have  those  (even  if  each  were  a 
Cockbnrn J who  reached  us  in  this  manner,  treated 
With  all  tenderness  and  charity.  The  Sylph  was  a 
sit  ip  of  390  tons*  carrying  20  guns,  viz.  16  241b. 
corronades,  2 12  lb.  ditto,  and  2 long  12’s. 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 

Saturday , January  28. — A bill  was  passed  requir- 
ing a colonel  to  every  regiment  of  militia  in  the 
United  States.  The  bill  to  prohibit  intercourse  with; 
the  enemy  was  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

Monday,  January  30.— The  hill  in  addition  to  the 
act  for  laying  out  and  making  a road  from  Cumber- 
land  in  Md.  to  the  state  of  Ohio,  being  on  its  third 
reading — 

Mr.  Smith  of  Md.  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the 
amount  of  additional  appropriation  to  be  made,  with 
the  words  “one  hundred  thousand  dollars.”  This 
motion  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mi-ssts.  Anderson,  Barhour,  Kihb,  Brown.  Chace,  Condit, 
Urumejitin,  Gaiflard,  GoWliborou^b,  Hovs<  y,  Kerr,  Morrow,  Smith, 
Tail,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varmun,  Walker,  Wharton— 19. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Xing,  Lambert,  Mason,  Roliiuson,  Thompson, 
Wells— 6. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  and  sent  to  the  house. 

The  bill  from  the  house  to  prohibit  intercourse 
with  the  enemy,  was  read  a third  time,  and  passed, 
with  amendments,  which  were  sent  to  the  house  for 
their  concurrence  therein. 

Monday,  January  30.  Mr,  Coles,  the  president’s 
secretaiw,  returned  the  bill  “to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  B ank  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca,” with  the  following  message 


To  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 

Having  bestowed  on  the  bill,  entitled  “An  act  to 
incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  hank  of  the  United 
States  of  America,”  that  full  consideration  which  is 
due  to  the  great  importance  of  the  subject,  and  dic- 
tated by  the  respect  which  I feel  for  the  two  houses 
of  congress,  I am  constrained,  by  a deep  and  solemn 
conviction,  that  the  bill  ought  hot  to  become  a law, 
to  return  it  to  the  senate,  in  which  it  originated,  with 
my  objections  to  the  same. 

Waving  the  question  of  the  constitutional  authority 
of  the  legislature  to  establish  an  incorporated  bank, 
as  being  precluded,  in  my  judgment,  by  repeated 
recognitions,  under  varied  circumstance?,  of  the  va- 
lidity of  such  an  institution,'  in  acts  of  the  legisla- 
tive, executive,  and  judicial  branches  of  the  govern- 
ment, accompanied  by  indications,  in  different 
modes,  of  a concurrence  of  the  general  will  of  the 
nation  ; the  proposed  bank  does  not  appear  to  be 
calculated  to  answer  the  purposes  of  reviving  the 
public  credit,  of  providing  a national  medium  of 
circulation,  and  of  aiding  the  treasury  by  facilitating 
the  indispensable  anticipations  of  (he  revenue,  and 
by  affording  »to  the  public  more  durable  loans. 

1.  The  capital  of  the  bank  is  to  be  compounded 
of  specie,  of  public  stock,  and  Of  treasury  notes 
convertible  into  stock,  with  a certain  proportion  of 
each  of  which  every  subscriber  is  to  furnish  himself. 

The  8mount  of  the  stock  to  be  subscribed  will  not, 
it  is  believed,  be  sufficient  to  produce,  in  favor  of 
the  public  credit,  any  considerable  or  lasting  eleva- 
tion of  the  market  price,  whilst  this  may  be  occasion- 
ally depressed  by  the  bank  itself,  if  it  should  carry 
into  the  market  the  allowed  proportion  of  its  capital 
consisting  of  public  stock;  in  order  to  procure  spe- 
cie, which  it  may  find  its  account  in  procuring,  with 
some  sacrifice  oh  that  part  of  its  capital. 

Nor  will  any  adequate  advantage  arise  to  the 
public  credit  from  the  subscription  of  treasury 
notes.  The  actual  issue  of  these  notes  nearly  equals, 
at  present,  and  will  soon  exceed  the  amount  to  be 
subscribed  to  the  bank.  The  direct  effect  of  this 
operation  is  simply  to  convert  fifteen  millions  of 
treasury  notes,  into  fifteen  millions  of  6ix  per  cent, 
stock,  with  the  collateral  effect  of  promoting  an  ad- 
ditional demand  for  treasury  notes,  beyond  what 
might  otherwise  be  negociable; 

Public  credit  might  indeed  be  expected  to  derive 
advantage  from  the  establishment  of  a national  bank, 

: without  regard  to  the  formation  of  its  capital,  if  the 
full  aid  and  co-operation  of  the  institution  were  se- 
cured to  the  government  during  the  war,  and  during 
the  period  of  its  fiscal  embarrassments.  But  the 
bank  proposed  will  be  free  from  all  obligations  to 
co-operate  with  the  public  measures  ; and  whatever 
might  be  the  patriotic  disposition  of  its  directors  to 
contribute  to  the  removal  of  those  embarrassments, 
and  to  invigorate  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  fideli- 
ty to  the  pecuniary  and  general  interests  of  the  in- 
stitution, according  to  their  estimate  of  it,  might 
oblige  them  to  decline  a connection'  of  their  opera- 
tions with  those  of  the  national  treasury,  during  the 
continuance  of  th®  war  and  the  difficulties  incident 
to  it  Temporary  sacrifices  of  interest,  though  over- 
balanced by  the  future  and  permanent  profits  of  the 
charter,  not  beiny  requirable  of  right  in  behalf  of  the 
public,  might  not  be  gratuitously  made  ; and  the 
bank  would  reap  thtafull  benefit  of  the  grant,  whilst 
the  public  would  lose  the  equivalent  expected  from 
it.  For  it  must  be  kept  in  view,  that  the  sole  induce- 
ment to  such  a grant,  on  the  part  o'f  the  public,  would 
be  the  prospect  of  substantial  aids  to  its  pecuniary 
means  at  the  present  crisis,  and  during  the  sequel  of 
the  war.  It  is  evident  that  the  stock  of  the  bank 
vvillj  an  tb$  retyrn  ©f  peape,if  not  sooner,  rise  in  the 
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market  to  a valne  which,  if  the  bank  were  establish- 
ed in  a period  of  peace,  would  authorise  and  obtain 
for  the  public  a bonus  to  a very  large  amount.  In 
lieu  of  such  a bonus  the  government  is  fairly  enti- 
tled to,  and  ought  not  to  relinquish  or  risk,  the  need- 
ful services  of  the  bank,  under  the  pressing  circum- 
stances of  war. 

2.  The  bank,  as  proposed  to  be  constituted,  can- 
not be  relied  on  during  the  war,  to  provide  a circu- 
lating medium,  nor  to  furnish  loans,  or  anticipations 
of  tiie  public  revenue. 

Without  a medium,  the  taxes  cannnot  he  collect- 
ed; and  in  the  absence  of  specie,  the  medium  un- 
derstood to  be  the  best  substitute,  is  that  of  notes 
issued  by  a national  bank.  The  proposed  bank  will 
commence  and  conduct  its  operations,  under  an  ob- 
ligation to  pay  its  iiotes  in  specie,  or  be  subject  to 
the  loss  of  its  charter.  Without  such  an  obligation, 
the  notes  of  the  bank,  though  not  exchangeable  for 
specie,  yet  resting  on  good  pledges,  and  performing 
the  uses  of  specie,  in  the  payment  of  taxes,  and  in 
other  public  transactions,  would,  as  experience  has 
ascertained,  qualify  the  bank  to  supply  at  once  a 
circulating  medium,  and  pecuniary  aids  to  the  go- 
vernment. Under  the  fetters  imposed  by  the  bill, 
it  is  manifest,  that  during  the  actual  state  of  things 
and  probably  during  the  war,  the  period  particular- 
ly requiring  such  a medium  and  such  a resource  for 
loans  and  advances  to  the  government,  notes  for 
winch  the  bank  would  be  compellable  to. give  specie 
in  exchange  could  not  be  kept  in  circulation.  The 
most  the  bank  could  effect,  and  the  most  it  could  be 
expected  to  aim  at,  would  be  to  keep  the  institution 
alive  by  limited  and  loqal  transactions,  which,  with 
the  interest  on  the  public  stock  in  the  bank,  might 
yield  a dividend  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  until  a 
change  from  war  to  peace  should  enable  it,  by  a flow 
of  specie  into  its  vaults,  and  a removal  of  the  exter- 
nal demand  for  it,  to  derive  its  contemplated  emol- 
uments from  a safe  and  full  extension  of  its  opera- 
tions. 

On  the  whole,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  pro- 
posed establishment  will  enjoy  a monopoly  of  the 
profits  of  a national  bank,  for  a period  of  twenty 
years;  that  the  monopolized  profits  will  be  continu- 
ally growing  with  the  progress  of  the  national  popu- 
lation and  wealth;  that  the  nation  will  during  the 
same  period,  be  dependent  on  the  notes  of  the  bank 
for  that  species  of  circulating  medium,  whenever 
th£  precious  metals  may  be  wanted,  and  at  all  times 
for  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  an  eligible  substitute 
for  a specie  medium;  and  that  the  extensive  employ- 
ment of  the  notes  in  the  collection  of  the  augment- 
ed taxes,  will,  moreover,  enable  the  bank  greatly  to 
extend  its  profitable  issues  of  them,  without  the  ex- 
pense of  specie  capital  to  support  their  circulation; 
it  is  reasonable  as  it  is  requisite,  that  the  govern- 
ment, in  return  for  these  extraordinary  concessions 
to  the  bank,  should  have  a greater  security  for  at 
tabling  the  public  objects  of  the  institution,  than  is 
presented  in  the  bill,  and  particularly  for  every  prac- 
ticable accommodation  both  in  the  temporary  ad- 
vances necessary  to  anticipate  the  taxes,  and  in 
those  more  durable  loans  which  are  equally  neces- 
sary to  diminish  the  resort  to  taxes. 

In  discharging  thi3  painful  duty  of  stating  objec- 
tions to  a measure  which  has  undergone  the  deliber- 
ations and  received  the  sanction  of  the  two  houses 
of  the  national  legislature,  I console  myself  vith 
the  reflection,  that  if  they  have  not  the  weight  which 
1 attach  to  them,  they  can  be  constitutionally  over- 
ruled; and  with  a confidence  that,  in  a contrary  e- 
vent,  the  wisdom  of  congress  will  hasten  to  substi- 
tute a more  commensurate  and  certain  provision  for 
the  public  exigencies,  MA'jttSON. 


Tuesday , January  31. — On  proceeding  to  recon- 
sider the  bill,  returned  by  the  president  “to  incorpo- 
rate the  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
of  America,”  the  said  bill  and  the  objections  of  the 
president  thereto  were  read;  when,  after  some  de- 
bate, the  further  consideration  thereof  was.  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Tlarbolr,  postponed  to  Thursday  next, 
by  the  following  vote: 

For  the  postponement  16 

Against  it  13 

The  bill  giving  further  time  to  the  purchasers  of 
public  lands  to  complete  the  payments  therefor,  was 
read  a third  time  and  passed. 

HOUSE  OF  ftEPRESElfTAYlVKS . 

Thursday , Jan.  26. — Mr.  Pleasants  from  the  com- 
mittee of  naval  affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  senate  to  authorize  the  president  of 
the  tfnited  States  to  Cause  to  be  built,  equipped  and 
employed,  one  or  more  floating  batterie^for  the  de- 
fence of  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  committee  of  mili- 
tary affairs  was  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  repealing  or  amending  so  much  of  the 
act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  as  relates 
to  the  infliction  of  corporal  punishment. 

On  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  were  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  imposing  a duty  on  silver  plate 
and  jewelry  manufactured  for  sale,  in  the  hands  of 
the  manufacturer. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the? 
bill  from  the  senate  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the 
library  of  ThomaS  Jefferson. 

A motion  was  made  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinite- 
ly— lost : ayes  66,  nays  73.  A motion  was  then  made* 
to  postpone  it  until  the  4th  of  March — lost : ayes' 
68,  nays  74.  Tiie  bill  being  then  stated  on  its  pas* 
sage,  Mr.  King  made  a proposition  for  a new  sec- 
tion providing  for  a selection  of  the  books— lost’ : 
ayes  56.  Many  motions  and  speeches  were  made* 
not  worth  the  room  it  would  take  to  record  them* 
and  the  bill  finally  passed — avee  81,  nays  71. 

Friday , Jan.  2 7- — Many  private  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  disposed  of,  and  some  minor  business 
was  done ; but  the  house  was  chiefly  employed  oh 
the  bill  to  authorise  payment  for  property  lost,  cap- 
tured or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  Whilst  in  the  milita- 
ry service  of  the  United  States,  which  passed  through 
a committee  of  the  whole  and  was  reported  to  the 
house. 

Saturday,  Jan.  28. — This  day  was  principally  spent 
in  discussing  the  bill  for  paying  for  property  lost  or 
destroyed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  The 
clerk  of  the  house,  Patrick  Magruder,  in  a letter  to 
the  speaker,  assigned  his  reasons  therefor,  and  re- 
signed his  office. 

Monday,  January  30. — A variety  of  business  of 
little  general  interest  was  done  ibis  day,  Thomas 
Dougherty  was  elected  clerk  of  the  house. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  31.  The  amendments  of  the  senate 
to  the  bill  for  preventing  intercourse  with  the  ene- 
my were  concurred  in— so  that  it  wants  only  the  sig- 
nature of  the  president  to  become  a law. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  bill  for  the  support  of 
government  for  the  year  1815— (civil  list)  and.  con- 
siderable time  was  spent  thereon. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  1.  Mr.  Moore  of  Md.  presented 
a memorial  of  the  committee  of  vigilance  and  safe- 
ty of  tiie  city  and  precincts  of  Baltimore,  represent  - 
ing the  defenceless  situation  of  ihat  city,  and  pray- 
ing that  a force  may  be  provided  adequate  to  tiitV 
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defence  daring  the  next  campaign — Referred  to  the 
committee  on  military  affairs. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  to  provide  additional  revenue  for  defraying  the 
expences  of  government  and  maintaining  the  public 
credit,  by  laying  a duty  on  gold,  silver  and  plated 
ware,  and  jewelry  and  paste  work,  manufactured 
within  the  United  States ; which  was  twice  read 
and  committed. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  govern- 
ment for  the  year  1815  ; and  on  the  question  to  con- 
cur in  the  amendment  to  strike  out  the  two  items 
for  the  support  of  the  office  of  superintendant  gene- 
ral of  military  supplies,  after  much  debate,  the  vote 
stood  as  follows,  by  yeas  and  nays: 

For  the  amendment  61 

Against  it  85 

So  the  house  refused  to  concur  in  this  amendment. 

And  the  bill  was,  after  being  further  amended,  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading — 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

C^/'The  senate,  on  Thursday  refused  its  assent  to 
the  passage  of  the  bill  to  establish  a national  bank, 
as  returned  by  the  president.  Yeas  15,  nays  19. 

Nothing  important  occurred  in  the  house. 


Sale  of  the  French  ships  fit  Antwerp. 

Antwerp,  Aug.  13. — The  subjoined  11  French 
ships  of  war,  not  having  been  finished  within  the 
time  (6  weeks  after  the  signing  of  peace)  limited 
by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  were  put  to  sale  bv  auction, 
this  morning,  as  they  stood  on  the  stocks  in  our 
dock  yard.  It  is  singular  that  very  little  publicity 
was  given  to  the  intended  sale.  The  conditions 
were  not  printed  but  written.  They  consisted 
of  eleven  articles.  All  the  timber,  copper,  iron, 
or  other  materials  lying  round  the  ships  were  in- 
cluded in  the  same  lot  with  the  vessel.  Five  months 
allowed  them  from  the  1st  inst.  to  break  up.  Half 
of  the  purchase  money  to  be  paid  within  two  days 
in  hard  cash,  the  remainder  within  one  month;  but 
marine  bans  issued  for  the  pay  of  the  navy,  were  to 
be  taken  in  payment  for  one  moiety  of  the  sum. — 
The  sale  to  be  definitive  only  24  hours  afterwards. 
The  lots  to  be  knocked  down  to-morrow  (the  day 
after  the  sale)  to  the  highest  bidder  of  this  day,  un- 
less an  advance  be  made  on  the  last  bidding,  or  the 
offer  made  altogether  declined  by  the  vendors.  The 
ships  were  put  up  in  the  following  order  ; but  with- 
out a single  bidding  being  made  by  those  present  : — 
Monarque,  of  120  guns,  3-4ths  completed,  put  up 
at  230,000  francs,  and  bought  in  at  120,000,  or  about 
6,000 1.  Neptune,  110  guns,  10-24-ths  completed, 
bodght  in  at  110,000  francs.  Fouguex,  8u  guns, 
6-24chs  completed,  bought  in  at  100,000  francs. 
Belliqueux,  74  guns,  17-24ths  completed,  bought 
in  at  100,000  francs.  Alcide,  74  guns,  6 24ths 
completed,  bought  in  at  80,000  francs.  Aigle,  74 
guns,  6-34ths  completed,  bought  in  at  80,000  frs. 
Impeteux,  74  guns,  6-24ths  completed,  bought  in 
at  80,000  francs.  LTnconstaut,  74  gams,  9-24ths 
completed,  put  up  at’80,000,  and  bought  in  at  60,000 
francs.  Kuppel,  (number  of  guns  not  stated) 
2-24ths  completed,  put  up  at  89,000  and  bought  in 
at  50,000  francs.  It  is  expected  that  the  sale  to-mor- 
row will  pass  without  a bidding,  in  which  case  all 
the  timber  -will  go  to  France. 


New  Orleans. — Another  letter  from  Mr.  Fromen- 
tin  contains  the  following  particulars  abstracted  from 
several  letters  addressed  to  him. 


SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  4,  1815. 


J ami  ary  1,  by  way  of  a “new-year’s  gift”  the  ene- 
my, from  his  new  battery,  commenced  a heavy  dis- 
charge of  cannon — the  compliment  was  amply  re- 
turned, and  he  was  soon  silenced.  A 32  pounder 
from  a battery  commanded  by  commodore  Patterson 
killed  15  of  them  at  one  shot.  The  Louisiana  tins 
day  fired  700  shot.  British  loss  stated  at  200 — ours 
10  killed  ahd  20  wounded.  The  enemy’s  sailors  ap- 
pear to  be  landed  to  serve  his  guns. 

The  British  are  reported  to  be  commanded  by  sir 
Thomas  Picton,  who  has  arrived  since  they  first  land- 
ed, and  it  is  said  that  reinforcements  are  expected. 
But  Hopkins  and  Adair  had  arrived,  and  the  3d  reg. 
of  regulars,  900  strong,  were  momently  expected 
from  Mobile.  We  have  yet  the  command  of  lake 
Panchar  train.  In  the  garrison  of  fort  Coquille,  100 
of  Lafitte's  men  are  on  duty.  £^*The  Kentuckians 
have  been  furnished  with  the  arms  of  the  exempts 
6f  JYlew  Orleans. 

All  is  patriotism.  The  very  nuns  have  thrown 
open  their  doors  to  receive  and  take  care  of  the 
wounded;  and  every  convenience  that  the  city  can 
furnish  is  afforded  to  its  defenders. 

O^This  letter,  at  length,  may  be  inserted  in  our 
next. 

We  have  advices  from  Savannah  to  the  24th.  It 
was  expected  they  would  evacuate  St.  Mary’s  on  the 
20th,  having  got  all  the  plunder  on  board.  They 
are  said  to  have  received  a good  many  “allies”  there. 
The  barbarians  have  not  disgraced  themselves — this 
is  impossible — they  have  only  added  fresh  causes  for 
us  to  hale  and  detest  them. 

(E/There  is  a report,  by  way  of  Jlmelia,  that  a 
war  between  France  and  England,  was  immediately 
expected,  on  account  of  the  former  insisting  on  a 
possession  of  the  Netherlands. 

An  attack  on  Savannah  was  still  expected — but 
the  due  preparation  appears  to  have  been  made  to 
repel  it. 
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OC/’A  narrative  of  the  glorious  events  at  New 
1 Orleans  fills  no  small  part  of  this  number,  and, 
though  so  much  is  said,  a great  deal  yet  remains  to 
be  told,  which  we  shall  delight  to  record — useful 
lor  the  present,  and  abounding  with  inestimable  ex- 
citements to  future  generations  of  Freemen. 


New-England  Convention. 

No.  V. 

The  following  article  from  the  Boston  Patriot  of  the 
2lst  January,  ult.  so  fully  takes  the  ground,  in 
one  respect,  that  1 myself  intended  to  occupy, 
that  I adopt  it  totis  verbis , and  publish  it  entire. 
As  it  regards  the  part  that  the  New-England  states 
have  in  the  power  of  government,  though  this  es- 
say is,  in  some  points  more  full,  I do  not  know 
that  it  more  clearly  shews  their  undue  preponde- 
rance than  the  article  published  in  the  Weekly 
Register,  on  the  23d  of  December  last..  It  is, 
however,  a very  curious  paper,  and  well  deserves 
a careful  inspection. 

The  alledge d commercial  pre  eminence  of  A'exv-Eng- 
land  considered 

In  my  last  I examined  in  part  the  boastful  preten- 
sions of  New-England  to  an  exclusive  or  a prepon- 
derating interest  in  commerce.  It  is  of  the  highest 
importance  that  the  people  should  be  correctly  in- 
formed on  this  subject  at  the  present  time.  Every 
-engine  of  faction  is  at  work  to  produce  a forcible  se- 
paration of  the  states  ; a measure  pregnant  with 
such  certain  ruin  to  this  part  of  the  country,  that 
the  project  is  utterly  inexplicable  on  any  other  prin- 
ciples than  those  which  I have  before  stated.  1! 
would  at  a single  blow  prostrate  at  least  two-thirds, 
perhaps  three-fourths  of  our  shipping  interest;  it 
would  throw  one-half  of  our  commercial  capital  out 
of  employment,  which  would  immediately  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  cities  of  the  south,  and  the  rich  coun- 
try to  the  west  ; it  would  ruin  three-fourths  of  our 
manufacturing  establishments,  and  diminish  the  per- 
manent value  of  real  estate  throughout  the  country, 
while  that  on  our  seaboard,  and  especially  in  our 
most  considerable  trading  towns,  would  sink  to  one- 
half  of  its  common  peace  price.  It  would  entail  or. 
New-England  either  with  a nominal  independence 
the  permanent  charge  of  a large  and  expensive  na- 
tional civil  list,  with  an  army  and  navy,  or  leave 
her  in  a state  of  colonial  vassalage  to  some  power 
which  could  afford  to  protect  her.  These  are  some 
of  the  certain  consequences  of  a dissolution  of  the 
union.  It  is  impossible  that  these  projects  should 
spring  from  patriotism.  They  can  only  originate 
in  views  of  personal  aggrandizement.  The  aristo- 
cratic faction  of  Boston  have  lost  all  hope  of  dic- 
tating to  the  union,  and  they  prefer  a secure  domi- 
nion in  New-England,  shorn,  as  she  will  be,  of  half 
her  strength  and  all  her  glory,  to  continuing  longer 
a despised  and  suspected  minority  under  the  general 
government.  In  the  true  spirit  of  the  arch  fiend, 
they  say. 

Better  to  reign  in  hell  than  serve  in  Heaven  ; 
and  well  may  they  emblazon  on  their  banners  the 
words  of  the  Prince  of  Discord — 

Havoc-,  and  spoil,  ami  ruin  are  my  gain. 

I ne  incessant  labors  of  this  desperate  and  un- 
principled faction  have  for  years  bt'-.n  devoted  to 
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complete  this  work  of  treason  and  desolation.  Un- 
der color  of  defending  the  rights  of  New-England, 
they  have  been  pursuing  plans  of  personal  aggran- 
dizement, and  have  incessantly  sought  to  establish 
their  own  power  upon  the  ruins  of  their  country.  I 
will  now  proceed  to  examine  further  their  lofty 
claims  of  commercial  pre-eminence.  With  these 
claims  it  will  be  recollected  that  the  complaint  that 
the  interests  of  New-England  have  not  been  fully 
represented  in  the  government  of  the  union,  has 
been  constantly  associated.  The  reader  will  there- 
fore doubtless  be  gratified  to  see  the  commercial  re- 
presentation of  the  different  rectious  of  the  country 
brought  into  comparison,  'I  bis  is  done  in  the  fol- 
lowing calculation  : 

Exports  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  Virginia.  North, 
and  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia— the.  south  in 
section  of  the  union— for  ten  years,  beginning 
179',  and  ending  1800,  were  in  value  Dolls.  17'.038, 000 

The  exports  of  the  New-England  states  including 
articles  both  of  lbreigti  -anil  domestic  growth  and 
manufacture  for  the  same  term  O'* ,021, 000 

Difference  in  favor  of  southern  states,  Dolls.  82,017,000 

During  the  whole  of  this  period,  New-England 
had  29  members  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  10  in  the  senate,  making  an  aggregate  of  39  in 
both  houses.  This  is  one  member  for  §261, 594  of 
exports  annually.  The  southern  states  had  35  re- 
presentatives and  10  senators — 45  in  both  houses  ; 
which  is  one  member  for  §388,975  of  annual  ex- 
ports. In  these  exports  it  is  to  be  recollected  there 
are  included  productions  of  foreign  growth  and 
manufacture,  first  imported  into  the  United  States 
and  then  re-exported.  New-England  had  vastly  the 
greatest  shale  in  this  trade.  If  these  were  deduct- 
ed, the  comparison  would  be  much  more  to  her  dis- 
advantage. 

Exports  of  native  produce  from  Maryland,  Virginia, 

&e.  between  the  years  1808  and  1 8 1 a,  Dolls,  125,262,000 

Exports  of  native  produce  from  the  New-England 

states,  rturing  the  same  term,  62,234,000 

Difference  in  favor  of  the  southern  states  Dolls.  63,028,000 

During  this  term  the  eastern  states  had  35  repre- 
sentatives and  - 10  senators — 45  members  in  both 
houses  ; which  is  one  for  §197,468  of  annual  native 
exports.  The  southern  states  had  55  representa- 
tives and  10  senators,  in  both  houses  65 — which,  is 
one  member  for  §275,301  of  native  exports  annually. 

Exports  from  Maryland,  Virginia,  &c. for  three  years. 

3811-12  and  13.  Dolls. 42,114,000 

Exports  of  productions  of  domestic  manufacture 
from  New-England  for  the  same  term,  3 6,415,600 

Difference  inf.-.vorof  the  southern  states  DolJs.  25,699,0  0 

New-England  has  at  present  41  members  m the 
house  of  representatives  and  10  in  the  senate,  to 
watch  over  the  interests  of  her  trade — 51  in  both 
houses.  This  allows  her  one  member  for  107,243 
dollars  of  annual  exports.  The  southern  states  have 
60  representatives  and  10  senators,  70  in  both  houses 
— which  is  one  member  for  200,5-12  dollars. 

Suppose  then  that  the  representation  instead  of 
being  fixed  as  at  present,  had  been  established  on 
principles  purely  commercial.  Our  exports  may 
fairly  be  assumed  a true  representation  of  our  per- 
manent and  substantial  interests  in  commerce. 

Thus  allowing  the  representation  of  the  s.oulherii 
states  to  remain  as  heietofore,  and  we  should  have 
the  folk  wing  results  as  f.ir  as  New  England  is  af- 
f.cted,  in  the  periods  above  considered.  From  1791 
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to  1800,  both  years  included,  our  represen'  aticn 
will  appear  from  the  following  proportion  : 

As  $175,038,000  exports  of  southern  states  is  to 
45,  the  number  of  members  in  both  houses  of  con-  , 
gress  ; so  is  92,021,000  exports  of  New-England  to 
23  members,  instead  of  39,  the  number  we  actually 
sent — then  we  should  have  lost  ldmemberB. 

2.  Term  from  1803  to  1810 — 

As  125,262,000  : 65  : : 62,254,000  : 32  instead 
of  45,  which  we  had.  In  this  instance  we  should 
have  lost  13  members. 

3.  Term  from  1811  to  1813 — 

As  42,114,000  : 70  : : 16,415,000  : 27  instead  of 
51,  our  present  number.  Here  our  loss  would  have 
been  24.  The  haughty  and  supercilious  Bostonians 
complain  that  their  great  commercial  interests  are 
not  represented,  yet  these  calculations  proceed  on 
the  principle  that  the  basis  of  representation  is  whol- 
ly commercial.  The  amount  of  exports  is  the  fair- 
est basis  that  can  be  taken.  This  shews  our  inter- 
est in  trade,  because  this  is  what  we  have  to  sell. 

Let  us  now  view  the  subject  in  relation  to  the 
whole  United  States,  and  see  if  New  England  com- 
merce has  been  defrauded  of  its  full  weight  in  the 
national  councils.  The  exports  of  the  United  States 
from  1791  to  1800  amounted  to  475,726,000  dollars 
in  value.  The  whole  number  of  senators  were  28, 
of  representatives  103 — aggregate  131. 

As  475,726,000  : 331  : : 92,021,000  : 25. 

Thus  would  New  England  on  this  plan  have  been 
entitled  to  but  25  members  in  both  houses,  instead 
of  39,  the  actual  number.  I answer,  if  these  calum- 
niated states  of  the  south  would  not  have  gained 
something  of  what  we  lost.  Their  exports  will  be 
seen  above. 

As  475,726,000  : 131  : . 175,038,000  : 49. 

Their  real  number  was  45,  a gain  of  3 out  of  the 
.14  ve  should  have  lost.  Enough,  and  more  than 
enough  has  been  said  to-silence,  if  not  to  satisfy,  the 
most  arrogant  driveller  of  faction. 

The  proper  basis  of  representation,  it  is  admitted, 
& population — free  population,  if  you  choose,  to  be 
distributed  according  to  numbers.  Let  it  be  grant- 
ed on  this  principle,  that  the  slave  representation  is 
a real  injury.  Before  we  resort  to  a violent  remedy 
it  is  at  least  prudent  to  ascertain  the  magnitude  of 
the  evil.  To  enable  my  reader  to  judge  for  himself, 

I lay  before  him  the  following  data.  If  my  calcula- 
tions are  inaccurate  he  can  correct  them. 

By  the  census  for  1790  the  free  population  of  the 
United  States  was  3,231,629  ; of  this  the  New  Eng- 
land States  had  1,005,636.  The  whole  number  of  re- 
presentatives was  103.  The  following  proportion 
shews  the  number  of  members  which  New-England 
would  have  had  in  the  lower  house  had  the  represen- 
tion  been  distributed  according  to  the  numbers  of 
free  inhabitants. 

' As  3,231,629  : 103  : : 1,005,636  : 32. 

She  had  in  fact  but  29 — loss  3. 

2d.  1800 — Whole  free  population  of  the  United 
States,  4,406,317.  In  New  England  1,231,672 — 
whole  number  of  representatives  141. 

As  4,406,817  : 141  ::  1,231,872  : 39— The  real 
number  was  35 — loss  of  4. 

3d.  1810 — Free  population  of  the  United  States, 
6,048,530  ; of  New  England  1,471,  973.  The  whole 
number  of  representatives  181. 

As  6,048,530  : 181  ::  1,471,973  : 44. 

New  England  has  now  but  41  members  in  the 
House.  She  has,  therefore,  three  less  than  she  would 
liaver  were  there  no  representation  for  slaves.  Now 
I appeal  to  any  prudent  man  to  say,  whether  this 
inequality,  admitting  the  wrong  in  its  full  extent,  is 
an  evil  that  demands  violent  measures  to  redress  it. 
If  it  shall  be  determined  that  it  let  me  intreat  the 


good  people  of  New  England  for  one  moment  to 
pause.  We  have  heard  that  our  constitution  was 
framed  in  a spirit  of  compromise  ; that  there  were 
jarring  prejudices  to  be  conciliated,  and  discordant 
interests  to  be  -harmonized.  Let  us  look  a moment 
and  see  if  we  can  find  some  compensation  for  their 
loss.  If  the  reader  will  raise  his  eye  to  the  difier- 
ence  of  our  exports  as  stated  above,  he  will,  per- 
haps, should  his  complexion  be  aristocratic,  find 
something.  If  his  notions  are  at  all  of  the  democratic, 
here  let  him  go  with  me  for  satisfaction,  to  the  se- 
nate. The  inequality  of  representation  in  this  branch 
of  the  government  is  incomparably  greater  than  in 
the  house.  For  instance,  Rhode-Island  with  76,931 
free  inhabitants,  has  two  senators  ; and  Pennsylva- 
nia with  810,091  has  no  more.  Were  she  represented 
in  proportion  to  Rhode-Island,  she  would  have  23  ; 
so  that  she  sustains  a comparative  loss  of  21  in  the 
senate.  This  inequality  lias  never  been  a subject  of 
complaint  in  New  England.  The  reason  will  appear 
from  the  following  statements.  New-England  has 
constantly  had  10  members  in  the  senate,  while,  had 
the  representation  in  this  branch  been  proportioned 
to  the  free  population,  she  would  have  had  but  8 
from  1790  to  1800,  but  9 from  1800  to  1810,  and 
but  8 from  1810  to  1820.  In  the  proportions  which 
follow,  the  first  term  expresses  the  whole  free  popu- 
lation of  the  United  States,  the  second  the  whole 
number  of  the  senators,  the  third  the  free  popula- 
tion of  New-England,  and  the  fourth  the  number  of 
senators  to  which  her  population  would  entitle  her 
on  the  supposition  that  the  number  of  senators  were 
distributed  according  to  the  number  of  free  inhabi- 
tants. 

1st  census  of  17$),  As  3,231,629  : 28  ::  1,005,636  : 8,677 
2d  do.  1800,  4,806.817  : 34  ::  1,731,672  : 9,502 

3d  do.  1810,  6^048,589  : 36  ::  1,471,973  : 8,760 

The  result  is,  8,  9 and  8,  with  a fraction  in  each 
case. 

The  following  table  shews  the  loss  in  the  house 
and  the  gain  the  senate  undereach  census. 

Loss  in  the  house . 

1790,  3 in  103,  or  2 9-10  per  cent. 

1800,  4 in  141,  or  2 8-10  per  cent. 

1810,  3 in  181.  or  1 6-10  percent. 

Gain  in  the  senate . 

1790,  1 in  23y  or  4 7-10  per  cent. 

1800,  5-10  in  34,  or  1 4-10  per  cent. 
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18  io,  -^00  in  36’  or  4 00  per  cent* 

Balance  of 

Gain,'  in*1790,  1 8-10  per  cent. 

Loss,  180o,  1 4-10  per  cent. 

Gain,  1810,  2 4-10  per  cent. 

Deducting  the  balance  of  loss  in  the  second  term 
from  the  gain  in  the  first  and  third,  and  it  leaves  to 
New-England  a clear  advantage  or  2 8-10  run 

CENT.  IN  THE  REPRESENTATION  IN  BOTH  HOUSES.  It 

must  be  recollected  that  our  gain  is  their  loss.  This 
then  must  be  doubled  to  express  the  true  amount  of 
our  advantage  over  the  rest  of  the  union  in  the  pre- 
sent scheme  of  representation.  Thus  we  find  that 
THE  REAL  BALANCE  IN  OUR  FAVOR  IS  5 6 10  PER  CENT, 
since  the  establishment  of  the  government,  and 
4 8 10  PER  CENT.  IN  THE  PRESENT  CONGRESS.  Ulldei’ 
these  circumstances,  it  requires  something  more 
than  an  ordinary  share  of  impudence  to  complain, 
that  the  principles  upon  which  representation  is  fix- 
ed by  our  constitution,  affect  injuriously  the  rights 
of  New-England. 

I had  proceeded  thus  far,  before  the  doings  of  the 
Hard  ford  convention  were  made  public.  They  avail 
themselves,  as  might  be  expected,  of  the  popular 
clamor  respecting  the  representation  for  slaves.  An 
amendment  of  the  constitution  is  proposed,  which 
alters  the  representation  in  the  lower  house,  so  that 
the  number  from  each  state  shall  be  in  proportion  to 
the  freemen.  Not  a word,  however,  is  said  of  the' 
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infinitely  greater  ineqality  that  results  from  giving! 
to  each  state  an  equal  voice  in  the  senate.  They 
are  not  contented  with  the  certain  and  solid  advan- 
tages New  England  already  possesses  over  the  rest 
of  the  union.  They  must  be  grasping  tor  more.  It 
the  representation  in  the  lower  houre  is  chang- 
ed, that  in  the  senate  mist  and  will  be  changed  with 
it.  1 cannot  conceive  a more  flagrant  instance  ot 
folly  and  impudence,  than  the  Ithode-lslaud  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  of  the  convention  were  guilty 
of  when  they  signed  this  report  .She  has  now  an  ad- 
vantage, over  die  rest  of  the  union,  of  100  per  eent. 
in  the  national  councils  ; for  her  free  population 
would,  if  this  amendment  were  adopted,  entitle  her 
to  but  two  representatives,  and  if  the  principle  were 
carried  to  the  representation  of  the  senate,  she  coulh 

NEVER  HAVE  A SINGLE  MEMBER  IN  THAT  HOUSE.  Vet 

these  modest  gentlemen,  Mr.  Daniel  Lyman,  Mr.  Sa- 
muel Ward,  Mr.  Edward  Man  ton  and  Mr.  Benjamin 
Hazard,  recommended  to  the  state  “to  persevere  in 
its  efforts  till  this  amendment  is  effected.”  Let  Rhode 
Island  do  it,  and  she  puts  the  seal  to  an  instrument 
that  will  perpetuate  her  own  insignificance. 

The  Olive  Branch. 

The  author  of  this  popular  little  volume 
has  honored  the  editor  of  the  VV  eekly  Re- 
gister, by  presenting  to  him  a copy  of  the 
second  edition . considerably  enlarged  and  in- 
valuably improved.  There  is,  perhaps,  no  book 
extant  that  in  so  small  a compass,  contains  so 
great  a quantity  of  momentous  'political  truth. 
Like  the  two  edged  sword,  said  to  have  been 
wielded  by  the  angel  of  light  against  “Sa- 
tan and  his  legions,”  it  dispels  and  puts  to 
flight  the  army  of  error  and  of  falshood  that 
jacobinism  had  collected  to  war  against  the 
constitution  : and  I trust  that  it,  with  the  co- 
temporaneous  labors  of  others  devoted  to  the 
same  object,  may  bind  the  deceiver  in  “chains 
of  adamant,”  and  consign  him  forever  to  the 
“bottomless  pit,”  where  there  is  “weeping 
and  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth.” 

The  compliments  that  the  author  has  been 
pleased  to  pass  upon  the  editor  of  the  Regis- 
ter, and  his  publication,  has  really  and  ho- 
nestly restrained  me  from  offering  to  him  and 
his  work  that  tribute  of  public  admiration 
which  I thought  it  deserved.  But  I cannot 
decline  to  recommend  it  to  the  earnest  peru- 
sal of  all  my  countrymen,  desirous  to  know 
the  truth  and  fearing  it  not — and  especially 
to  those  of  the  eastern  states  It  may  well 
serve  as  a hand  book  for  the  honest  politician. 

In  two  or  three  places,  particularlarly  in 
page  163,  the  author  of  the  Olive  Branch  re- 
fers to  a pamphlet  I wrote  several  years  ago* 
entitled  “ Things  as  they  are  or,  as  he  has 
It  in  that  page,  “Things  by  their  right  names.” 
As  he  makes  certain  quotations  on  my  autho- 
rity and  name,  it  becomes  me  to  say,  that  the 
extracts  for  that  pamphlet  were  made  by  me 
from  the  original  papers  they  import  to  have 
appeared  in.  I presume  their  correctness  ne- 
ver will  be  denied. 

We  propose  to  enrich  our  numbers  by  libe- 
ral extracts  from  the  “Olive  Branch.” 


Impressed  Seamen. 

In  the  more  recent  outrages  ot  the  enemy* 
that  come  nearer  to  our  homes,  the  enormity 
of  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towavus  oui* 
seamen,  is  partially  forgotten.  The  case  in- 
serted in  our  last  is  well  cak  mated  to  rail  forth 
our  indignation  against  the  meustealers. 

When  war  was  declared  by  the  l nileA 
States,  every  Englishman  had  liberty  to  re- 
turn to  his  home.  W e detained  none,  though 
they  came  to  us  voluntarily.  This  was  : ght; 

It  was  worthy  of  that  character  for  justice  that 
has  marked  the  government  of  our  country 
from  its  first  establishment. 

I believe  I have  men  ioned  the  case  before',’ 
but  it  is  worth  a repetition — that,  when  war 
was  made  the  second  time  with  France,  bond  - 
parte  detained,  as  prisoners,  certain  Lr.g.is1'* 
men  who  happened  to  be  in  his  efr.jii  e*  a# 
the  time,  as  spies  or  visitors  \Y  ho  doss  not 
recollect  the  terrible  outcry  that  this  proce- 
dure excited  against  the  '"•irnantV’  Whosft 
ears  were  not  stunned  by  the  trumpeting  of 
his  baseness  and  crime?  He  was  the  grandest 
rascal  <*nd  most  finished  villain  that  ever  lived 
— the  attributes  of  the  devil  himself  were  not 
diabolical  enough  to  apply  to  his  proceedings 
and  conduct.  So  went  on  the  British  pi  ess  ini 
England  and  America. 

Well — war  between  England  and  Amended 
takes  place — We  permit  all  her  suhiev  . td 
return  home  who  wish  it;  we  keep  non© 
against  their  consent,  such  as  were  n o(  e r ri- 
soneis  in  the  usual  way  except ec’  Bu  v a* 
does  that  civilized * religious,  liberty  lev  it.  g 
and  moral  nation?  She  bad  in  her  fee# 
10,000  Americans,  impressed  and  held  agaifcsli 
their  consent — she  had  had  then  for  years* 
compelling  their  services  without  pay  ct  a 
prospect  of  release! — They  re  use  to  flghf* 
against  their  country — they  are  flogged  and 
starved,  if  bribery  fails,  to  obedience— aid  if 
these  sufferings  and  indignities  will  hot  do? 
they  are  cast  into  prison  as  “incorrigible 
dogs,”  and  there  treated  with  double  hahcod 
and  malignity.  Hundreds  have  peT-hhed  uhdef 
the  lash  and  for  want  of  food.fbr  their  “obsti* 
nancy” — thousands,  unable  to  beai  the  tor* 
ture,  have  received  the  “thirty  piefces  of  sil- 
ver”— thousands  have  been  cast  into  stinking 
dungeons — and  thousands  are  yet  denied  flha# 
favor,  being  still  held  to  “his  majesty’s  ser- 
vice.” Two  are  said  to  have  perished  in  tb© 
Sylph,  lately  shipwrecked  off  Long  Islands 
t very  government  vessel  whose  t revi  zitf 
have  mustered  since  the  war,  was  found  to? 
have  had  more  or  less  of  them.  I do  hot  bo* 
lieve  there  is  a ship  in  the  British  service  tvith* 
out  impressed  Americans  on  board*  even  at 
this  day.  If  Bonaparte  was  such  & tcrribld 
wretch,  what  is  the  government  of  C)  eafi 
Britain f He  neither  foreed  the,  English  he* 
made  prisoners  of,  to  come  into  his  tetri'  ory? 
■grueb  lens  attempted  to  %k&tn 
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against  their  country,  by  stripes,  starvation 
and  chains.  1 have  never  said  Napoleon  Bo- 
naparte was  any  thing  else  than  a tyrant — 
but  i repeat  what  I have  often  said,  that  his 
«Ieed$  were  angelic  compared  with  those  of 
our  barbarian  enemy. 

The  act  of  making  prisoners  of  war  of  the 
persons  spoken  of,  is  full  evidence  that  the 
British  officers  held  them  to  service  knowing 
them  to  be  impressed  American  seamen  who 
lias  refused  the  “king’s  bounty:” — for  had 
they  received  that , they  would  have  become 
“ liege  subjects  of  his  majesty ” in  the  space  of 
two  years.  But  Great  Britain  complains  of 
our  naturalization  laws!  The  history  of  Al 
giers  furnishes  nothing  so  abominable  as  the 
proceedings  of  Great  Britain  towards  the  sea- 
men of  the  United  States.  Yet,  even  with  us, 
she  is  held  up  as  the  model  of  virtue!  O 
shame,  shame,  shame. 


Legislature  of  Massachusetts. 

[Iji  consequence  of  the  resolutions  attached  to  the 
following  report,  three  persons  have  been  appoint- 
ed to  proceed  to  Washington  city  for  the  purposes 
therein  stated.] 

January  24 — The  hon.  Mr.  W jute,  from  a com- 
-Utottee  on  the  subject,  made  the  following  report  to 
the  senate;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be 
printed: 

The  committee  of  both  houses  to  whom  was  referred 
the  message  of  his  excellency  the  governor,  and 
the  documents  therewith  transmitted,  have  had 
the  same  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to 
report  in  part: 

That  the  expediency  of  having  invited  a conven- 
tion of  delegates  from  the  New-England  States  is 
fully  proved  by  the  result  of  their  labors  communi- 
cated with  his  excellency’s  message,  in  times  of 
unprecedented  embarrassment  and  distress,  there 
can  indeed  be  no  better  mode  of  discovering  the 
means  of  relief,  or  of  preparing  for  inevitable  con- 
sequences, than  to  resort  to  the  deliberate  and  uni- 
ted counsels  of  the  wisest  and  most  faithful  men  of 
the  community;  men  who  have  an  interest  in  com- 
mon with  ail  their  fellow-citizens  In  the  subjects  of 
their  deliberation,  and  who  w 1.  ^ci  with  a firm  and 
enlightened  regard  to  the  good  of  the  whole,  and 
under  the  highest  responsibility.  However  sensibly 
such  men  may  feel  the  importance  of  timely  resist- 
ing oppression,  and  averting  impending  calamities, 
their  counsels  will  be  tempered  U an  accurate  un- 
derstanding of' past  political  transactions,  by  a sound 
perception  of  the  nature  of  existing  sources  of  com- 
plaint, and  by  a careful  inquiry  as  to  events  which 
time  may  unfold. 

The  committee  entertain  a high  sense  of  the  wis- 
dom and  ability  with  which  the  convention  of  dele- 
gates have  discharged  their  arduous  trust.  While 
they  maintain  the  .principle  of  state  sovereignty,  and 
of  tlie  duties  which  citizens  owe  to  their  respective 
state  governments,  they  give  the  most  satisfactory 
proofs  of  attachment  to  the  constitution  of  the  Uni- 
1“d  Slates,  and  to  the  national  union;  and  while 
■until  the  undaunted  freedom,  which  they  inherit  from 
tneir  ancestors,  they  express  their  disapprobation  of 
1 ne  measures  which  have  produced  our  public  ca- 
lamities, and  especially  of  the  unnecessary  and  ru- 
inous war  in  which  we  are  involved,  they  manifest  a 
detenhinaiiony  which  the  people  will  support,  that 


our  country  must  be  defended  at  every  hazard 
against  invasion  and  conquest.  The  people  will 
thus  find  new  reasons  for  approving  the  confidence 
reposed  in  their  delegates,  in  discerning  through 
their  report  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued,  in  their 
relation  to  the  federal  constitution,  in  sustaining 
their  allegiance  to  the  stale  governments,  and  in 
defending  themselves  against  the  public  enemy;  but 
above  all,  in  the  recognition  of  duties,  which  they 
owe  to  their  creator,  to  themselves,  and  to  posterity 
md  which  are  toun  ied  in  higher  authority  than 
an>  earthly  government  can  claim. 

As  the  exposition  of  the  views  and  sentiments  of 
that  convention  is  clear  and  intelligible,  the  com- 
mittee deem  it  unnecessary  to  enlarge  upon  the  con- 
siderations which  entitle  them  to  the  approbation 
and  support  of  the  legislature;  or  to  repeal  the  ar- 
guments contained  in  the  very  able  report  of  their 
proceedings  for  adopting  the  measures  by  them  re- 
commended. 

The  committee  therefore  respectfully  submit  the 
following  resolves.  D.  A.  WHITE,  per  order. 

Resolved,  That  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts, 
d.>  highly  approve  the  proceedidgs  of  the  convention 
of  deiagates  from  the  states  of  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island,  and  the  counties  of 
Cheshire  and  Grafton,  in  the  state  of  New-Hamp 
shire,  and  the  county  of  Windham,  in  the  state  of 
Vermont,  convened  at  Hartford,  on  the  I5  :h  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  1814;  and  that  the  advice  -md 
recommendation  therein  given  are  entitled  to,  and 
shall  receive  the  most  respectful  consideration  of 
this  legislature. 

Resolved , That  his  excellency  the  .governor  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  authorised  and  empowered  to  ;.p- 
point  commissioners  to  proceed  immediately 

to  the  seat  of  the  national  government,  and  in  pur- 
suance of  such  instructions  as  his  excellency  may 
think  proper  to  give  them,  to  make  an  earnest  ap- 
plication to  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
requesting  their  consent  to  some  arrangement, 
whereby  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  separately,  or 
in  concert  with  neighbouring  slates,  may  be  enabled 
to  assume  the  defence  of  their  territories  against 
the  enemy;  and  that  to  this  end  a reasonable  port  ion 
of  the  taxes  collected  within  said  states  may  be  paid 
into  the  respective  treasuries  thereof,  and  appropri- 
ated to  the  payment  of  the  balance  due  to  the  said 
states,  and  to  the  future  defence  of  the  same:  The 

amount,  so  paid  into  the  said  treasuries,  to  be  cre- 
dited, and  the  disbursements  so  made  as  aforesaid 
to  be  charged  to  the  United  States. 


The  legislature  of  Connecticut  has  also  passed  like 
resolutions,  and  appointed  delegates  to  Washington . 
They  have  further  adopted  all  the  amendments  to 
the  constitution  of  the  U.  S.  as  recommended  by  the 
Hartford  convention , and  directed  them  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  In©  several  state  legislatures,  &.c.  as  usual. 


ef 

“Advance  om-  waving  colors  on  the  walls, 

Hescued  is  Orleans  from  the  English  wolves/’ 

Siiakesphaiie,  Huniii  VI.* 
GLORIOUS  FROM  NEW-ORLEANS. 

The  leading  facts  contained  in  the  following  letters, 
independent  of  the  high  character  that  some  of 
them  bear  as  being  official,  are  supported  by  sucli 

*VVe  are  indebted  for  this  happy' quotation  to  a 
writer  in  the  Democratic  Press,  who  adds  “Who 
then  [when  Shakespeare  wrote  them]  imagined  they 
were  ever  lo,ke  applied  to  the  New  World  £<nd  New 
Orleans*!'' 
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jt  host  of  testimony  that  the  most  sceptical  cannot 
refuse  entire  belief  to  them,  however  extraoidi  , 
nary  some  of  the  parts  may  appear.  Glory  be  to, 
God,  that  the  barbarians  have  beer,  defea  cl,  *ncl 
th  It  at  Orleans  the  intended  plunderers  have  toir  cl 
tile  r grav  ! — Glorv  to  Jackson.  Carroll  nd  Coffee, 
an  1 the  hardy  and  gallant  Tennesseeans,  Kentuck- 
ians and  Louisianians  who  “seized opportunity  by 
the  forelock”  to  “ demonstrate ” what  freemen  can 
d--  in  defence  of  their  altars  and  firesides.  Glory 
to  the  militia , that  the  “soldiers  of  Wellington ,”  the 
boastful  conquerors  of  the  legions  of  France,  have 
shrunk  from  the  liberty-directed  bullets  of  the 
fiigh-souled  sons  of  the  « es'!  Sons  of  freedom- 
saviors  of  Orleans — benefactors  of  your  country 
and  avengers  of  its  wrongs,  all  hail ! Hail  glori- 
ou  people — worthy,  thrice  worthy,  to  enjoy  the 
blessings  which  heaven  in  bounteous  profusion 
has  heaped  on  your  country!  Never  may  its  luxu- 
riant :1  be  trodden  unrevenged  by  insolent  fo- 
reigners in  arms! 

The  mail  which  is  expected  this  evening  will  proba- 
bly give  th e finish  of  the  attack. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  major-general  Jacjcson  to  the 
secretary  of  ivar,  dated 

Camp,  4 miles  below  Orleans,  9th  Jan.  1815. 
Sir — During  the  days  of  the  6Ui  and  7th,  the  ene- 
my had  been  actively  employed  in  making  prepara- 
tions for  an  attack  on  my  lines.  With  infinite  labor 
th«y  had  succeeded  on  the  night  of  the  7th  in  getting 
their  boats  across  from  the  lake  to  the  river,  by 
widening  and  deepening  the  canal  on  which  they 
had  effected  their  disembarkation.  It  had  not  been 
in  my  power  to  impede  these  operations  by*  a gene- 
ral attack  : added  to  other  reasons,  the  nature  of 
the  troops  under  my  command,  mostly  militia,  ren- 
dered it  too  hazardous  to  attempt  extensive  offen- 
sive movements  in  an  open  country*,  against  a nu- 
merous and  well  disciplined  army.  Although  my 
forces,  as  to  number,  had  been  increased  by  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Kentucky  division,  my  strength  had  re- 
ceved  very  little  addition  ; a small  portion  only  of 
that  detachment  being  provided  with  arms.  Com- 
pelled thus  to  wait  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  I took 
every  measure  to  repel  it  when  it  should  he  made, 
and  to  defeat  the  object  he  had  in  view.  General 
Morgan,  with  the  New  Orleans  contingent,  the  Loui- 
siana militia  and  a strong  detachment  of  the  Ken.- 
tucky  troops,  occupied  an  entrenched  camp  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  protected  by  strong 
batteries  on  the  bank,  erected  and  superintended  by 
commodore  Patterson. 

In  my  encampment  every*  thing  was  ready  for  ac- 
tion, when,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  the 
enemy  after  throwing  a heavy  shower  of  bombs  and 
Congreve  rockets,  advanced  their  columns  on  my 
right  and  left,  to  storm  my  entrenchments.  1 
cannot  speak  sufficiently  in  praise  of  the  firhmess 
a id  deliberation  with  which  my  whole  line  received 
their  approach — more  could  not  have  been  expected 
from  veterans  inured  to  war.  For  an  hour  the  fire 
of  the  small  arms  was  as  incessant  and  eveVe  as  can 
be  imagined.  The  artillery,  too,  directed  by  officers 
who  displayed  equal  skill  and  courage,  did  treat 
execution.  Yet  the  columns  of  the  enemy  continued 
to  advance  with  a firmness  which  reflects  upon  them 
the  greatest  credit.  Twice  the  column  which  p- 
proached  me  on  my  left,  was  repulsed  by  the  troops 
of  general  Carroll,  those  of  general  Coffee,  and  > 
division  of  the  Kentucky  militia,  and  twice  they 
formed  again  and  renewed  the  assault.  At  length, 
however,  cut  to  pieces,  they  fled  in  confusion  from 
the  field,  leaving  it  covered  with  their  dead  and 
wounded.  The  loss  which  the  enemy  sustained  on 
this  occasion,  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  1500 


in  killed,  wounded  and  prison'- rs.  Upwards  of  three 
hundred  have  already  been  delivered  over  for  buri  <); 
and  my  men  are  still  engaged  in  picking  them  up 
within  my  lines  and  carrying  them  to  the  point 
where  the  enemy  are  to  receive  them.  This  is  in 
addition  to  the  dead  and  wounded  whom  the  enemy 
have  been  enabled  to  carry  from  the  field,  during  ai  d 
since  the  action,  and  to  those  who  have  since  died 
of  the  wounds  they  received.  We  have  taken  about 
500  prisoners,  upwards  of  300  of  whom  are  wound- 
ed, and  a great  part  of  them  mortally.  Mv  loss  h;  s 
not  exceeded,  and  I believe  has  not  amounted  to  ten 
killed  3nd  as  many  wounded.  The  entire  destruc- 
tion of  the  enemy’s  army  was  now  inevitable,  had  it 
not  been  for  an  unfortunate  occurrence  which  at  this 
moment  took  place  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 
S.multaneously  with  his  advance,  upon  my  lines,  he 
h d thrown  over  in  his  boats  a considerable  fi  rcc  to 
the  other  side  of  the  river,  'l'hese  having  1-mded 
were  hardy  enough  to  advance  against  the  works  of 
general  Morgan;  and  what  is  strange  and  difficult 
to  account  for,  at  the  very  moment  when  tlu  ir  en- 
tire discomfiture  was  looked  for  with  a confidence 
app  oaching  to  certainty,  the  Kentucky  reinforce- 
ments, ingloriously  fled,  drawing  after  the  m,  by 
their  example,  the  remainder  of  the  forces;  and 
thus  yielding  to  the  enemy  that  most  fortunate  po- 
sition. The  batteries  which  had  rendered  me,  for 
many  days,  the  most  important  service,  though 
bravely  defended,  were  of  course  now  abandoned  ; 
not  however,  until  the  guns  Inyl  been  spiked. 

This  unfortunate  route  had  totally  changed  the 
aspect  of  affairs.  The  enemy  now  occupied  a posi- 
tion from  which  they  might  annoy  us  without  ha- 
zard, and  by  means  of  which  they  might  have  been 
enabled  to  defeat,  in  a great  measure,  the.vtefb.  cts  of 
our  success  on  this  side  the  river.  It  became  there- 
fore an  object  of  the  first  consequence  10  dislodge 
him  as  soon  as  possible.  For  this  object,  all  the 
means  in  my  power,  which  I could  with  any  safety 
u e,  were  immediately  put  in  preparation.  Perhaps 
however,  it  was  somewhat  owing  to  another  cause 
tha'  1 succeeded  beyond  my  expectations  Tn  nego- 
tiating the  terms  of  a temporary  suspension  of  hos- 
tilities to  enable  the  enemy  to  bury  their  dead  and 
provide  for  their  wounded,  I had  required  certain 
propositions  to  be  acceded  to  as  a basis  ; among 
which  this  was  one — that  although  hostilities  sin  uld 
cease  on  tins  side  the  river  until  12  o’clock  of  this 
day,  yet  it  was  not  to  be  understood  that  t hey  should 
cease  on  the  other  side  ; but  that  no  reinforcements 
should  be  sent  across  by  either  army  until  the  exp  - 
radon  of  that  day.  His  excellency  major-general 
Lambert  begged  time  to  consider  of  those  proposi- 
tions until  10  o’clock  of  to  day,  and  in  die  mean- 
time re-crossed  his  troops.  I need  not  tell  you  with 
how  much  eagerness  I immediately  regained  posses- 
sion of  the  position  he  had  thus  hastily  quitted. 

The  enemy  having  concentered  his  forces,  may 
again  attempt  to  drive  me  from  my  position  by  storm . 
Whenever  he  does,  I have  no  doubt  my  men  will  act 
with  their  usual  firmness,  and  sustain  a character 
now  become  dear  to  them, 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

- ANDREW  JACKSON. 

M j.  gen.  com  dg. 

Head-qnarters,  left  bank  of  tbe  Mississippi, 

5 miles  betaw  New  Orleans,  Jamim  j 10.  1815. 

Sin — I have  the  honor  to  nuke  the  following  re- 
port of  the  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners  taken  at 
j the  battle  at  Larond’s  plantation,  on  the  left  bark  of 
J the  Mississippi,  on  the  night  of  the  23d, December, 

1 1814,  seven  miles  below  New  Orleans. 
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Killed,  left  on  the  field  of  battle,  100 

Wounded,  left  on  the  field  of  battle,  230 

Prisoners  taken— 1 major,  2 lieutenants,  1 mid- 
shipman, 66  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates, 
puking  a grand  total  of  400. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
pbedient  servant, 

A.  P.  I1AYNE,  Insp.  gen . 

dr-general  Andrew  Jackson, 
commanding  th7e  army  of  ihe  Mississippi. 

Qopy  of  a letter  from  major-general  Jackson,  to  the 
secretary  of  -war,  dated  head  quarters,  7th  miitary 
district,  camp,  4 miles  below  New-  Orleans,  Jan.  13. 
Sir — A such  a crisis,  I conceive  it  my  duty  to 
j&eep  you  constantly  advised  of  my  situation. 

On  the  JOth  inst.  I forwarded  you  an  account  of 
the  hold  attempt  made  by  the  enemy  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  Sill  to  take  possession  of  my  works  by 
£torm,  and  of  the  severe  repulse  which  he  met  with . 
That  report  having  been  sent  by  the  mail  which 
crosses  the  1 ike,  may  possibly  have  miscarried  ; for 
which  reason,  I think  it  the  more  necessary  briefly 
tQ  repeat  the  substance  of  it. 

Bari v on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  the  enemy  hav- 
ing been  actively  employed  the  two  preceeding  days 
in  making  preparations  for  a storm,  advanced  in 
two  strong  columns  on  my  right  and  left.  They 
Were  receiy.d,  however,  with  a firmness  which,  it 
.seems  they  little  expected,  and  which  defeated  all 
their  hopes.  My  men,  undisturbed  by  their  approach, 
wr.ich  ind  ed  they  long  anxiously  wished  for,  open- 
ed upon  thum  a fire  so  deliberate  and  certain  as  ren- 
d-ivd  their  scaling  laders  and  themes,  as  well  as 
their  ii t ope  direct  implements  of  warfare,  perfectly 
ir  sar  F r upwards  of  an  hour  it  was  continued 
Wi  h a bpiskeess  of  which  there  have  been  but  few 
instances,  perhaps,  in  any  country.  In  justice  to 
ihe  enemy  <t  must  be  s«id,  hey  withstood  it  as  long 
a-  1 : be  expected  from  the  most  determine: 
bravery.  A’  length,  however,  when  all  prospect  of 
success  became  hopeless,  they  fled  in  confusion  from 
tir.  fi  id,  i avmg  it  covered  with  their  dead  ana 
wounded.  Their  loss  was  immense.  J had  at  first 
po  -,pu  d it  as  1500  ; but  it  is  since  ascertained  to 
|jHve  been  much  greater.  Upon  information,  which 
is  believed  to  be  correct,  col.  Haynes,  the  inspec- 
tor general,  reports  it  to  be  in  total  2600.  His  re- 
port I enclose  you.  My  loss  was  inconsiderable,  be- 
ing only  7*  killed  and  6 wounded.  Such  a dispro- 
portion in  loss,  when  we  consider  the  number  and 
the  kind  of  troops  engaged,  must,  I know,  excite 
pstoiilshment?  and  may  not  every  where  be  fully  cre- 
dited ; yet  I am  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  account 
js  not  exaggerated  on  the  one  part,  nor  underrated  on 
the  other. 

The  enemy  having  hastily  quitted  a post  which 
they  had  gained  possession  of,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  river,  and  we  having  immediately  returned  to 
It ; both  armies  at  present,  occupy  their  former  po- 
sitions. Whether  after  the  severe  losses  he  has  sus- 
tained, lie  is  preparing  to  return  to  his  shipping,  or 
to  make  still  mightier  efforts  to  attain  his  first  ob- 
ject, l do  not  pretend  to  determine.  It  becomes  me 
to  act  as  though  the  latter  were  his  intention.  Ot^e 
thing,  however,  seems  certain,  that  if  he  still  cal- 
culates on  effecting  what  he  has  hitherto  been  unable 
to  accomplish,  he  must  expect  considerable  rein- 
forcements  ; as  the  force  with  which  he  landed  must 
undoubtedly  be  diminished  by  at  least  300Q.  Be- 
sides the  loss  which  he  sustained  on  the  night  of  the 
23d  ult.  which  is  estimated  at  400,  he  cannot  have 

*This  was  in  the  action  on  the  line — afterwards  a 
skirmishing  was  kept  up  in  which  a few  mere  of  our 
#5 e»  v/as  Josh 


suffered  less  between  that  period  and  the  morning 
of  the  8th  inst.  than  3000— having,  within  that  time, 
been  repulsed  in  two  general  attempts  to  drive  us 
from  our  position,  and  there  having  been  continual 
cannonading  and  skirmishing,  during  the  whole  of 
it.  Yet  he  is  still  able  to  shew  a very  formidable 
force. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  commanding  gene- 
ral, sir  Edward  Packenham  was  killed  in  the  action 
of  the  8th,  and  that  major  generals  Keane  and  Gibbs 
were  badly  wounded. 

Whenever  a more  leisure  moment  shall  occur,  J 
will  take  the  liberty  to  make  and  forward  you  a more 
circumstantial  account  of  the  several  actions,  and 
particularly  that  of  the  8th,  in  doing  which  my  chief 
motive  will  be  to  render  justice  to  those  brave  men 
l have  the  honor  to  command,  and  who  have  so  re- 
markably distinguished  themselves. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

M j.  gen.  commanding, 

P S.  A correct  list  of  my  killed  and  wounded  will 
be  forwarded  you, by  the  adjutant  general. 

Head-quarters,  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi, 

5 milts  below  New  Orleans,  13th  Jan.  1815. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  re- 
port of  the  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners,  taken  at 
the  battle  of  Mac  Prardies  plantation,  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Mississippi,  on  the  morning  of  the  8th 
January,  1815,  and  5 miles  below  the  city  of  New 
Orleans. 

Killed  - - - - 70Q 

Wounded  - - - 1400 

Prisoners  taken,  1 major,  4 captains,  31  lieuten- 
ants, 1 ensign,  483  camp  officers  and  privates,  mak- 
ing a grand  total  of  2600. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yout* 
obedient  servant,  A.  P.  HAYNE,  Insp.  Gen. 

JYlajor-general  Andrew  Jackson, 

commanding  the  army  of  the  Mississippi. 


Copy  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  in  New- Orleans  to 
a member  of  congress. 

New-Orleans,  13th  January,  1815. 

Bear  Sir , — Knowing  the  interest  you  must  feel 
in  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  this  quarter,  I 
will  now  continue  my  account  up  to  this  dale.  In 
my  last  I mentioned  a reinforcement  daily  expected 
by  the  enemy,  which  I now  understand  was  at  that 
time  actually  received  by  them  at  Cat  Island,  liaving 
arrived  in  a fleet  of  twenty-one  sail,  said  to  be  from 
Portsmouth.  This  force  is  said  to  consist  of  3000 
men,  and  to  be  commanded  by  general  Lambert,  and 
probably  forms  the  fiist  brigade  of  their  present 
army.  On  the  7th  these  troops  were  disembarked  at 
the  bayou  Bienvenu.  The  enemy  had  now  remained 
quiet  for  three  or  four  days,  keeping  us  in  a state  of 
un«asy  suspense  and  fearful  uncertainty.  Durirg- 
this  ominous  interval,  part  of  their  forces  was  em- 
ployed in  preparing  scaling  ladders,  and  collecting 
faci-.es  (made  of  sugar  canes)  for, their  intended 
assault  upon  our  lines;  while  others  were  digging 
a canal,  communicating  with  that  through  which 
they  entered,  and  extended  to  the  levee,  which,  on 
the  evening  of  the  7th,  was  cut  through  to  admit 
the  river  Through  this  canal  they  floated  or  drag- 
ged twenty-four  of  their  smaller  boats,  supposed  to 
contain  twenty-five  men  each,  and  thus  transported 
about  600  men  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
some  distance  below  the  spot  where  we  had  con- 
structed our  batteries.  These  troops,  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Thornton,  were  intended  to 
make  a dash  at  our  batteries,  and  create  a diversion 
on  that  side  of  the  river,  while  the  main  attack  was 
carried  on  on  this  side.  Accordingly,  before  day- 
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light  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  they  silently  drew 
out  a large  force  to  storm  our  lines,  their  columns 
advancing  unperceived  in  the  obscurity  of  the  morn- 
ing, to  within  about  half  a mileef  our  camp,  where 
they  met  and  drove  in  our  piquet  guard.  About 
day-break  they  advanced  with  great  vivacity  to  the 
entrenchments,  led  gallantly  on  by  their  officers  up 
to  the  very  muzzle  of  our  guns.  Some  of  their  men 
penetrated  into  our  line3,  where  they  were  imme- 
diately killed  or  taken  prisoners;  many  fell  mount- 
ing the  breast-works;  others  upon  the  works  them-i 
selves,  and  the  ditch  in  front,  was,  in  many  places, 
literally  filled  with  dead  and  wounded.  The  roar  of 
artillery  from  our  lines  was  incessant,  while  an  unin- 
termitted rolling  fire  was  kept  up  from  our  muskets. 
The  atmosphere  was  filled  with  sheets  of  fire  and 
volumes  of  smoke.  F01*  an  hour  and  a quarter  the 
enemy  obstinately  continued  the  assault;  fresh  men 
constantly  arriving  to  fill  up  their  lines,  thinned  by 
our  fire.  Their  determined  perseverance  and  steady 
valor,  were  worthy  a better  cause;  nor  did  their 
troops  faulter,  until  almost  all  the  officers  who  led 
them  on  had  fallen.  They  then  retreated,  leaving 
from  1500  to  2000  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners. 
In  this  number  are  included  thirty-nine  officers.  On 
our  side  the  loss  was  confined  to  about  20  men,  7 
only  of  whom  were  killed.  Though  our  extreme 
right  was  attacked  with  great  vivacity,  yet  the  prin- 
cipal assault  was  made  on  our  left,  where  general 
Coffee’s  brigade  of  riflemen  were  stationed,  and  the 
carnage  there  was  prodigious.  Our  men,  covered  by 
their  breast-works,  took  steady  and  deliberate  aim, 
and  almost  every  shot  told.  The  enemy  drew  out 
eight  regiments  to  the  attack,  animated  by  the  pre- 
sence of  their  commander  in  chief,  PakenUam,  and 
led  on  by  generals  Gibbs  and  Keane. 

In  my  former  letter,  I named  to  you  six  of  these 
regiments,  viz.— the  4lh,  44th,  21st,  85th,  93d  and 
95th — to  these  were  added  the  7th  regiment  of 
Scotch  fusileers,  and  the  43d,  being  part  of  their 
last  reinforcement.  Their  7th  and  21st  regiments 
are  said  to  be  complelely  ruined.  Soon  after  the 
battle,  they  sent  in  a flag  of  truce,  and  twenty-four 
hours  were  allowed  them  to  remove  and  bury  their 
dead.  In  one  small  spot  alone,  on  the  left  of  our 
lines,  they  found  three  hundred  and  sixty -eight  dead 
bodies.  In  the  course  of  the  day,  forty  carts  and  ten 
boats  arrived  in  town  loaded  with  wounded  prison- 
ers, who  were  put  into  the  barracks,  which  were 
converted  into  a temporary  hospital;  about  150  un- 
wounded prisoners  were  also  brought  to  town  and 
placed  in  prison. . Their  generals,  Pakenham  and 
Gibbs,  are  said  to  be  killed,  and  Keane  mortally 
wounded.  Their  communications  are  all  signed  by 
Lambert.  The  prisoners  are  all  remarkably  fine, 
well -looking  men;  indeed  these  are  picked  troops, 
the  flower  of  their  army;  men  who  have  served  with 
distinction  in  Spain,  Italy  and  France.  Is  not  this  a 
brilliant  affair?  And  if  we  consider  the  disparity  of 
loss,  almost  unprecedented  in  military  annals!  Allow 
us  to  boast  a little. 

We  are  now  disposed  to  think  that  the  English 
are  seriously  inclined  to  relinquish  their  attempt. 
Of  this  I entertain  no  doubt  if  their  vessels  do  not 
succeed  in  taking  or  passing  the  fort  at  Placque- 
rmnes.  This  fort  is  said  by  an  express  to  have  been 
attacked  on  the  9th,  about  noon,  and  that  the  attack 
still  continued  when  he  left  there,  on  the  morning 
of  the  10th.  Four  of  their  vessels  are  said  to  have) 
advanced  towards  the  fort  ; to  have  put  springs  up- 
on their  cables,  and  opened  a distant  fire;  more 
were  coming  up  to  support  them-*-but  we  have  above 
thirty  pieces  of  cannon  mounted  upon  that  fort,  and 
major  Overton,  who  commands,  is  said  to  be  a brave 
jnan,  , 


Many  of  the  English  officers  have  brought  their 
families  with  them,  and  it  is  said  they  have  a col- 
lector aboard.  Every  thing  proclaims  their  inten- 
tion of  permanent  establishment  and  their  confidence 
of  ultimate  success — a confidence  still  kept  alive. 
M^jor  Mitchell,  one  of  the  prisoners  taken  on  the 
night  of  the  23d,  when  complimented  by  our  Colonel 
Piatt,  with  an  offer  of  linen,  politely  declined  it,  up- 
on the  ground*  that  lus  own  baggage  would  be  vp  hi  a 
few  days.  And  many  of  the  officers  taken  in  the 
last  engagement,  seem,  or  affect  to  believe,  thajt 
their  troops  will  soon  be  up.  Mods  nous  verrons  — 
The  number  of  unwounded  prisoners  we  have,  at 
different  times  taken,  amounts  exactly  to  289,  ex- 
clusive of  officers  ; of  this  number,  100  have  been 
sent  to  Natchez,  and  the  rest  will  soon  follow.  One 
of  the  officers  taken  prisoner,  is  a lieutenant  I’on- 
blanque,  son  of  the  barrister  who  wrote  the  treatise 
of  equity.  The  amount  of  the  total  loss  of  the  ene- 
my, in  men  put  hors  de  combat,  it  is  calculated,  can- 
not fall  much  short  of  3000  men. 

Before  I again  write  you,  I think  the  affair  must 
be  finally  decided.  The  die,  if  I may  so  say,  is  now 
turning,  upon  which  our  fate  is  staked.  If  we  re- 
tain the  command  of  the  river,  their  army  must  ne- 
cessarily and  speedily  retreat.  Their  provisions 
are  falling  short,  and  their  troops  growing  discon- 
tented; they  are  disappointed  in  the  supposed  divi- 
sions and  disaffection  in  this  country  ; their  loss  has 
been  severe,  including  in  it  their  commander  in 
chief;  near  Baltimore  the  death  alone  of  gen.  Boss 
broke  up  the  enterprize  ; the  reception  too  they 
have  met  with  at  our  lines,  will  not  tempt  them  to 
repeat  their  visit,  unaccompanied  by  their  fleet  ; 
and  yet,  it  is  evident,  from  the  tardinesss  of  its 
movements,  and  from  their  separately  risking  so  se- 
rious an  assault,  as  that  of  the  8th,  that  they  did 
not  originally  calculate  upon  its  co  operation.  * The 
firing  at  Placquemines  lias  now  continued  to  be 
heard,  at  intervals,  since  the  9th  at  noon  ; unfortu- 
nate fort  Bourbon  opposite,  which  in  the  beginning 
of  December  was  begun,  remains  still  incomplete 
and  useless.  Our  fort  however  at  English  Turn  is 
growing  formidable.  We  are  all  impatiently  wait- 
ing news  ft'om  Placquemine.  To  Jackson  every  cre- 
dit is  due,  for  inspiring  general  confidence,  uniting 
our  scattered  efforts,  and  calling  forth  our  dor-' 
mant  strength.  Many  men  distinguish  themselves 
at  our  batteries,  whose  names  until  lately  were  un- 
known ; the  privateering  class,  formerly  yclept 
Baratarians,  have  produced  a corps  of  skilful  artil- 
lerists. Behind  our  entrenchments,  the  discipline 
of  the  English  troops  is  not  feared,  nor  our  o\v» 
want  of  it  felt ; the  more  regular  they  are  in  their 
approaches  and  attacks,  the  greater  is  the  loss  they 
sustain,  and  perhaps  the  very  irregularity  of  our  fire 
makes  it  more  destructive. 

To  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  much  credit  also 
is  due  for  their  generosity  and  humanity.  Indepen- 
dently of  their  subscription  for  the  relief  of  our 
own  militia,  &c.  amounting  to  above  §7,000,  when 
a call  was  made  for  mattrasses,  the  day  after  the 
battle,  for  the  use  of  the  wounded  prisoners,  four 
hundred  and  forty  odd  were  voluntarily  furnished. 

V.  S.  Having  left  my  letter  unsealed,  until  the 
evening,  I can  now  add,  that  it  is  said,  that  an  ex- 
press has  arrived  from  Piacquemines,  who  states, 
that  the  fire  of  the  enemy  had  made  no  impression 
upon  our  works. 

Km-Orleans,  January  12,  1814* 

I wrote  you  fully  by  last  mail,  giv  ing  you,  as  correctly  as  I could 
the  account  of  theassae'.:  by  the  British,  upon  the  entrenchments 
of  our  army.  Never  was  there  an  action  wherein  one  side  suffm-U 
so  much  anti  tlk  other  so  little ; we  have  lost  hut  si*  men  kill,  d 
and  nine  w ounded,  and  the  British  hist  at  least  IS 00  IcTlTctT,'  wounded 
and  prisoners,  for,  alter  the  engagement,  they  asked  a truce  to 
airy  th^ir  dead,  and  there  w as  a line  marked  out  lor  then;  to  come 
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within  one-third  of  a mile  of  om‘  works,  and  we  delivered  to  them 
of  their  dead,  that  fell  within  that  line  482 

We  have  of  wounded  prisoners  400 

Un wounded  prisoners,  about 

Officers  prisoneis  20 

1162 

Add  to  which,  those  who  fell'and  were  taken  tip  by  them,  fhe  slight- 
wounded  which  got  off,  and  those  who  were  wounded  ie  the  first 
of  t’ue engagement,  will  make  Up  the  full  1500  loss  on  their  side; 
and  so  severe  was  oor  fire,  that  very  few  of  the.  wounded  Wave  as 
few  ?;  one  wound,  but  some  have  seven,  and  one  man  who  fell  re- 
ceived 17  wounds.  It  is  ascertained  to  a certainty  that  general 
Packenham,  first  incommand, is  killed, and  general  Keane, second 
in  command,  is  wounded,  suppos  d mortally  ; general  Gibbs,  th i rrf 
in  coimpand,  killed;  so  said  their  adjutant  general,  during  the 
truce,  and  admiral  Cochrane  signed  it  as  •oomiander  in  chief  of  the 
land  and  naval  forces,  which  I think  puts  it  beyond  doubt.  They 
got  possession  of  our  right  bastion  of  three  guns,  but  our  fire  upon 
them  was  so  severe,  that  they  had  not  time  to  spike  the  guns  before 
they  retreated.  Therp  never  was  a more  gallant  attack  made  upon 
any  works,  than  was  that  of  the  British  upon  ours.  Nor  w as  there 
ever  a moro  gallant  repulse ; for  tlure  was  one  continued  roar  of 
musketry, from  right  to  left,  and  tlvose  who  fell  cf  the  British  re- 
ceiving so  many  w ounds  is  a proof  that  our  fire  was  superior,  I 
think,  to  that  of  any  army  that  was  ever  brought  into  action  ; for 
the  proportion  of  rid  emeu  in  our  army  i«  very  great ; and  those 
Tennessee  fellows  in  Coffee’s  brigade,  tore  them  literally  to  pieces, 
and  did  not  give  the  enemy  time  to  charge  them.  The  British 
colon  1 Rainey,  who  led  th«  men  that  carried  our  right  bastion,  bad 
the  calf  of  one  of  bis  legs  carried  awa/y  before  he  mounted  the 
works,  notwithstanding  which  he  pushed  on  ; and  it  is  said,  killed 
a sergeant  and  corporal  of  our  regulars  with  his  two  pistols,  and 
was  then  shot  by  one  of  our  New  Orleans  riflemen,  who  were  posted 
on  the  rightvand  who  drove  them  out  of  their  works,  and  thereby 
saved  New-Orleails.  Indeed,  alter  the  engagement,  general  Jack- 
sen  told  them  they  had  done  themselves  immortal  honor. 

The  British  lmvc  received  such  a lesson  in  Louisiana  from  mi- 
litia, as  they  never  had  before  in  any  part  of  the  world;  and  they 
were  beaten  by  sheer  superiority  in  firing;  and  they  are  no  doubt 
?.  ■ . men  less  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners,  than  when  they 
landed.  Jackson,  during  the  action,  w as  running  along  the  line,  cry- 
ing out.  “give  it  to  them,  my  botjs,  let's  finish  the  business  to  day." 
Lie  is  a noble  fellow,  and  the  nu  n adore  him.  It  is  expected  the 
B:  iiisii  have  attacked  Plaquemine,  with  about  seven  vessels,  say 
guo-br'gs, and  !>omb  and  rocket-ships.  What  the  result  is,  I cannot 
say;  but  there  are  two  strong  forts  down  there,  and  I trust  they 
have  been  repulsed:  and  if  they  have,  their  army  'will  soon  go  oft; 
for  they  must  know  they  can'  do  nothing,  for  in  the  last  attack, 
they  picked  the  best  men  from  all  the  regiments,  and  officers  'vo- 
lumeeml,  and  never  was  there  a finer  set  of  officers  and  men  com- 
posing an  army,  than  made  the  assault. 

On  the  other  side  «f  the  river,  however,  we  were  completely 
disgraced  by  some  of  the  militia*  who  scarcely  waited  to  fire  a gun 
at  them,  hut  turned  immediately  about,  although  they  were 
stronger  than  the  enemy,  and  eouid  have  taken  or  killed  every 
man  of  them,  had  they  stood  as  they  ought  to  have  done. 

Journal  from  the  JHurora. 

riunr • nkw-orleans'. — January  3 si. — tit  d^y -light 
the.  enemy  had  opened  upon  us  a battery  of  two  18 
pounders  constant!}'  pouring  upon  our  lines,  prin- 
cipally upon  our  left,  towards  the  cypress  woods. 
The  affair  has  been  pretty  hot.  The  British  have 
considerably  suffered  from  the  fire  of  our  batteries 
ali  along  the  line.  We  have  lost  12  men  killed  and 
wounded.  This  day  arrived  general  Thomas  with 
660  men  from  Baton  Rouge. 

2d — Cen.  Jackson  having  (by  the  means  of  Ills  tele- 
scope) observed,  last  evening,  a good  deal  of  con- 
fusion in  the  enemy’s  camp,  and  also  this  morning 
again,  ordered  a sortie  of  400  men,  200  of  them 
mounted,  to  go  and  reconnoitre  their  camp  ; by 
them,  it  was  ascertained,  that  a part  of  their  artille- 
ry had  been  dismounted  by  our  guns  ; that  they  had 
been  carried  off ; that  they  had  razed  the  redoubts, 
and  had  retreated  on  their  first  lines,  towards  lake 
Bienvenu.  General  Adair  has  arrived  tills  evening 
with  4000  men,  who  encamped  about  three  miles 
from  the  city.  Tire  general,  accompanied  by  his 
aids,  went  to  gen.  Jackson’s  quarters,  and  to-mor- 
row his  corps  will  march  to  the  place  assigned  to  it. 

3d — Nothing  extraordinary — all  the  prisoners  and 
deserters  will  soon  be  conducted  into  the  interior. 

4th. — in  consequence  of  the  great  number  of  men 
arriving  with  their  arms  in  bad  order,  and  of  the 
scarcity  of  good  muskets  with  bayonets,  the  four 
■/companies  of  veterans  have  given  up  theirs,  amount- 
ing to  about  500,  to  arm  the  men  at  the  camp,  and 
they  have  armed  themselves  with  fowling  pieces  and 
pikes. 


5th  and  6th. — To-day  all  the  prisoners  and  desert- 
ers have  gone  for  Natohes,  under  escort.  Yester- 
day arrived  10  British  sailors,  captured  from  a Bri- 
tish brig  from  Jamaica,  loaded  with  rum,  bread, 
and  other  munitions  for  the  English  army  ; the  brig 
grounded  near  the  post,  (Chef- Monsieur)  the  com- 
manding officer  of  which,  captain  Johnson,  finding 
it  impossible  to  land  the  cargo  of  said  brig,  ordered 
her  to  be  fired  ; we  are  informed  by  these  prisoners 
that  the  infamous  Cochrane  had  received  a reinforce- 
ment of  2000  men.  On  the  evening  of  the  same 
day  arrived  660  men  from  Natchez;  they  inform  that 
all  the  volunteers  and  militia  from  the  states  of 
Ohio,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Mississippi  terri- 
tory, are  burning  with  the  desire  of  coming  to  as- 
sist us,  and  were  ready  to  march  at  the  first  call  from 
general  Jackson,  who,  it  is  said,  has  orders  from 
the  president  to  call  them  into  the  field  whenever 
he  may  think  proper: 

8th. — Sunday,  at  6 1-2  o’clock  A.  M.  the  enemy 
began  a very  heavy  cannonade  upon  our  lines  from 
his  batteries  of  18  and  12  pounders  erected  since 
the  3d,  supported  by  the  musketry  of  2,500  men, 
who  marched  in  close  columns,  and  advanced  near- 
er than  musket  shot  distance  to  our  entrenchments, 
armed  with  rockets,  obuses,  and  facines,  to  storm 
our  batteries;  they  directed  their  principal  attack 
against  the  head  of  the  line,  flanked  by  the  river, 
and  upon  the  left  resting  upon  the  cypress  swamp, 
as  well  as  against  the  tirailleurs  and  riflemen  placed 
afiove  the  said  swamp  ; the  roaring  of  the  guns  and 
firing  of  the  musketry  lasted  two  hours  and  a quar- 
ter, the  enemy’s  mortars,  although  directed  against 
our  centre,  have  done  no  harm  to  our  troops,  the 
bursting  of  their  bombs  in  our  works  has  been  of 
no  effect.  Two  British  officers  and  one  French  en- 
gineer of  the  name  of  Rennie,  who  had  gained  the 
summit  of  our  parapet,  have  been  killed  or  wound- 
ed and  made  prisoners,  (the  engineer  and  one  colo- 
nel was  killed)  ; after  this  terrible  affair,  the  field 
in  front  of  our  works  was  strewed  with  British 
wounded  and  killed.  The  English'  have  lost  more 
than  1600  men,  of  whom  600  killed,  at  least  800 
wounded  and  more  than  200  prisoners  or  deserters, 
amongst  them  25  officers  of  every  rank.  Our  loss  is 
trifling,  4 killed,  whites  and  men  of  color,  and  7 
slightly  wounded,  we  don’t  know  exactly  the  num- 
ber of  the  British  wounded  in  their  camp. 

From  the  2d  to  the  7th,  the  British  had  made  the 
negroes  of  the  sugar  plantations  in  their  possession, 
cut  and  continue  the  canal  from  Villare  near  lake 
Borgne  into  the  river,  on  the  night  of  the  7th  they 
passed  in  their  barges  about  600  men  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, chiefly  sailors,  with  orders  to  attack  our  two 
batteries  of  4 guns  of  24  pounders,  on  the  right 
side,  at  the  same  time  that  they  would  attack  us  on 
the  left ; they  effectively  opened  their  fire  before 
day  light  upon  about  500  of  our  men  that  our  good 
1 general  had  sent  there  in  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  ; 
our  men,  surprised  by  an  enemy  that  they  could  not 
see,  and  exposed  to  the  fire  of  such  gallant  troops, 
retreated  ; the  commanding  officers  of  the  batteries, 
so  unsupported,  spiked  their  pieces,  and  made  their 
retreat.  On  the  morning  of  the  9tb,  the  British 
having  found  all  the  guns  spiked,  re-crossed  the 
river  m their  barges,  two  of  them  were  lost.  Our 
barracks  and  hospitals  are  full  of  the  enemy’s  wound- 
ed, and  some  of  our  own  ; the  British  die  at  every 
moment  of  their  wounds,  more  than  30  were  buried 
yesterday.  On  the  6th,  in  consequence  of  a truce 
agreed  upon,  the  enemy  sent  sixty  of  his  men  un- 
armed, who  were  busy  all  the  morning  in  carrying 
off*  their  dead  ; our  city  is  at  present  a true  rifle  de 
guerre — our  cruel  enemy  is  only  five  miles  distant 
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from  our  gates.  This  day  the  prisoners  have  been, 
sent  on  horseback  to  Natches  and  Fort  Adams. 

Among  the  officers  that  have  been  killed  or  wound-  j 
ed,  are  lieutenant-general  commander  in  chief,  Pack - j 
enham , m.  jor-general  Keane , the  French  engineer 
Rannie , and  also  a colonel — all  carried  to  their  camp,  j 
We  learned  that  the  three  last  are  dead,  and  that 
the  general  in  chief,  at  his  request,  has  been  carried 
on  board  of  admiral  Cochrane,  said  to  be  always  in 
a tented  gig  on  the  border  of  lake  Borgne. 

This  day,  11th,  we  are  informed  by  two  deserters 
that  general  Gibbs  died  of  his  wounds  in  their  camp, 
and  that  Packenham  died  also  on  board  of  Cochrane  : 
that  on  the  10th,  the  enemy  had  begun  to  re-embark 
his  artillery  and  munitions,  and  appeared  to  be  pre- 
paring for  a retreat ; and  .hat  major-general  Lam- 
bert had  the  command  of  the  army  since  the  death 
of  the  three  first  chiefs. 

\2th — This  day  our  artillery  on  the  right  sido  of 
the  river  have  been  unspiked,  and  mounted  upon 
new  carriages  ; the  general  sent  2000  men  thither ; 
two  lines  are  formed  there  two  miies  distant,  one  at 
each  battery  ; 260  of  our  good  friends  frpm  the 
other  side  of  Ponchartrain  have  just  arrived. 

The  two  last  English  deserters  arrived  on  the  11th, 
agree,  'that  before  their  departure  from  their  camp, 
and  on  the  night  of  the  10th,  it  was  a general  rumor 
that  the  British  loss  in  the  terrible  affair  of  the  8th 
had  been  staled  at  3000  men,  hors  de  combat , killed, 
prisoners  and  deserters,  and  of  about  4,500  since 
their  arrival  at  Ship  Island  on  the  14th  December  to 
the  8th  instant. 

13*/i — Three  hundred  men  of  the  44th  regiment  of 
regulars  have  just  arrived;  we  are  about  15,000 
strong,  distributed  in  five  or  six  p6sts,  including 
general  Jacksqn’s  camp  in.  front  of  the  enemy,  of 
about  9000. 

Extract  of  a letter , dated — New-  Orleans,  Jan.  9. 

“ A few  moments  j>nly  are  at  my  disposal,  and  in 
that  time,  I can  give  no  detail — the  enemy  have  been 
defeated  with  great  loss  on  their  side,  and  but  little 
on  ours — except  the  local  militia,  who  were  placed 
under  general  Morgan.  All  the  troops  here  have 
behaved  admirably ; the  Baratarians,  who  were  re- 
lieved from  prison  on  condition  of  service,  have 
been  «f  infinite  use,  they  manned  several  guns  which 
were  most  faithfully  and  skilfully  served,  and  did 
great  execution.  The  enemy  behaved  like  soldiers 
on  this  occasion,  and  their  example  had  much  effect 
upon  many  of  our  people,  who  had  not  been  before 
in  any  action.  If  we  fought  well  before,  we  shall 
fight  better  next  time,  such  is  the  confidence  pre- 
vailing.’* 

Camp,  4 miles  from  New-Oileans,  January  13. 

We  have  had  another  and  most  glorious  battle. 
On  Sunday  morniug,  the  8th  inst.  at  day  light  the 
enemy  advanced  in  regular  columns  with  nearly 
their  whole  force,  and  commenced  a most  vigorous 
and  gallant  attack,  within  twenty  paces  of  our  lines, 
at  the  same  time  keeping  up  a constant  cannonading 
from  two  batteries,  and  throwing  Congreve  rockets 
to  cover  their  light  troops  ; but  we,  expecting  an 
attack,  were  ready  to  receive  them,  and  gave  them 
such  another  reception  as  they  have  not  experienced 
since  the  war  ; in  fact,  the  annals  of  history  scarce 
bear  testimony  of  such  another.  The  enemy  left  on 
the  field  of  battle  better  than  five  hundred  killed,  se- 
ven hundred  wounded,  (mostly  dangerous,  being  ge- 
nerally from  our  cannon)  and  three  hundred  prisoners. 
Nearly  all  the  killed  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  of 
Hie  wounded  fell  into  our  hands,  besides  the  three 
hundred  officers  and  men  prisoners,  unhurt,  and 
astonishing  as  it  may  appear  to  you,  but  not  more  so 
than  true,  our  loss  on  that  ever  memorable  day,  was 
but  si,v  privates  killed  and  twe've  wounded. 


The  enemy’s  loss  in  officers  was  immerse,  from 
50  to  60  in  killed,  won  ruled  and  prisoners,  and  those 
the  best  in  their  army.  Lieutenant  general  Packen- 
hum , their  commander  in  chief,  was  killed  early  in 
the  action,  by  a cannon  ball.  Generals  Keane  and 
Gibbs,  were  both  wounded,  and  said  to  be  dangerous- 
ly so.  Colonel  lianey  and  several  other  field  officers 
that  paid  you  a visit  at  Washington,  were  killed  on 
our  breast  works  ; the  enemy  took  possession  of  one 
of  oyr  batteries  on  the  right,  but  were  soon  kill- 
ed or  taken  prisoners  and  the  buttery  regained  ; 
the  battle  lasted  about  an  hour  and  a half,  and 
while  glory  covered  our  arms  on  this  side  of  the 
river,  we  had  a party  of  militia  that  disgraced  them- 
selves on  the  other.  The  enemy  sent  over  a party  of 
600  men,  making  an  attack  at  the  same  t ime  that 
they  engaged  it*  at  this,  when  the  militia  made  a 
shameful  retreat  after  their  first  fiie.  The  enemy 
advanced  a mile  or  two  towards  Orleans  on  that  side, 
took  three  batteries,  burnt  several  valuable  sugar 
plantations,  spiked  three  or  four  guns  that  were 
there,  burnt  their  carriages  and  retreated  down  the 
river  opposite  their  main  force  and  recrossed,  before 
we  could  get  a reinforcement  across.  Had  our  mili- 
tia over  the  river  done  their  duty,  they  would  have 
taken  the  whole  force  opposed  to  them.  In  the  af- 
ternoon after  the  battle,  the  enemy  sent  in  a flag  of 
truce,  for  the  purpose  of  burying  their  dead  ; gene- 
ral Jackson  gave  them  until  12  o’clock  nest  day,  but 
that  not  being  enough  for  them  to  bury  them,  they 
were  allowed  until  4 o'clock. 

Since  Sunday,  both  armies  have  remained  perfect- 
ly quiet ; the  British  army  is  commanded  by  gene- 
ral Lambert.  It  is  the  general  opinion  in  camp,  that 
the  enemy  are  about  to  leave  us ; but  l think  it  will 
depend  upon  their  fleet  getting  past  fort  St.  Philip. 

General  Jackson  received  an  express  from  that 
place  to-day,  which  left  it  on  the  9th.  There  were 
two  bomb  vessels,  and  five  others  anchored  two  miles 
from  the  fort ; they  had  at  that  time  thrown 25  shells 
in  the  fort ; without  injuring  any  thing.  For  the 
last  three  days,  we  have  heard  a constant  bombard- 
ment in  that  direction.  Should  the  enemy  get  by 
them  we  shall  be  in  a bad  way  here.  Should  they 
not  succeed,  as  1 believe  they  will  not,  Orleans  is  safe. 

P.  S.  You  will  perceive  by  my  calculation  the  ene- 
my’s loss  to  be  1500  ; but  I believe  I have  underrated 
it — two  deserters  that  have  just  come  in,  say  it  was 
two  thousand  on  Sunday  last,  and  it  is  supposed  by 
some  of  our  officers  to  be  nearly  3000. 

A letter  dated  January  2,  says — “Our  troops  are  in 
great  spirits  and  have  universally  beat  llie  picket 
guards  in  their  skirmishes.  General  Coffee’s  rifle 
corps  are  dressed  in  long  eoats,  something  like  a 
full  trim  quaker,  and  the  British  did  not  know  what 
to  make  of  them  upon  our  first  attack — they  said 
they  had  heard  of  and  seen  qtiakers  in  other  parts 
of  the  United  States,  but  that  the  Louisiana  qvaker.s 

were  the  d st  fighting  fellows  they  had  ever 

seen.  We  have  numerous  anecdotes  of  these  fel- 
lows, but  one  thing  is  very  certain,  that  they  fight 
equal  to  the  old  veterans  of  Home — general  Jackson 
is  their  God — lie  is  as  cool  as  the  duke  of  Abrantes, 
and  upon  a similar  occasion  displayed  something  of 
the  same  presence  of  mind — a ball  passed  near  him 
oil  the  night  of  the  battle — he  bowed  his  head  anc! 
smiled,  and  observe  d to  Mr.  Livingston,  one  of  his 
aids,  that  it  was  not  customary  with  him  to  salute 
the  balls  en passant,  but  that  the  one  which  bad  just 
gone  by,  was  the  first  British  ball  he  had  noticed, 
and  he  could  not  do  less  than  pay  his  respects  to  it.” 
Another  of  the  7th  says — “We  have  become  so  used 
to  the  sound  of  cannon  within  these  two  weeks  past 
that  no  one  appears  to  attach  any  importance  to  it, 
and  even  women  who  netfer  heard  of  a camp  before. 
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Will  enter  it  in  the  heat  of  battle  without  fear.  I 
think  now,  all  that  I have  read  of  wars  and  battles 
is  mere  stuff— that  its  terrors  are  more  horrid  in 
imagination  than  in  reality.  Some  of  our  most  cow- 
ardly fellows  are  among  our  first  rate  warriors,  and 
have  achieved  deeds  equal  in  valor  to  some  of  Bo- 
naparte’s great  feats  of  bravery — but  practice  makes 
every  thing  familiar  to  the  human  mind,  and  I do 
really  believe  that  our  troops  are  now  so  familarized 
to  scenes  of  blood,  that  they  would  not  hesitate,  if 
commanded,  to  march  in  column  up  to  the  mouth  of 
a cannon.  I .cannot  conceive  how  the  men  at  Wash- 
ington allowed  the  same  cowardly  Englishmen  to 
alarm  them  when  they  attacked  at  Bladensburg,  but 
they  **********.  You  will  laugh  at  my 
calling  the  British  soldiers  cowardly.  I don’t  know 
know  if  the  epithet  may  be  applicable  to  the  whole 
army,  but  to  the  division  we  have  seen,  it  appertains 
with  great  justice.  On  the  first  assault  the  enemy 
made  upon  our  entrenchments,  on  the  28th  ult.  they 
came  on  in  three  columns,  first  on  the  right,  second 
lo  the  centre,  and  third  to  the  extreme  left;  they 
marched  up  in  solid  mass,  until  they  same  within 
about  400  yards,  they  ihen  halted  and  displayed  ; 
we  then  saluted  them  with  grape  and  can*  is  ter  shot ; 
they  immediately  formed  solid  column  again,  but 
with  all  the  thrashing  that  the  officers  could  give 
them,  not  a man  would  advance  another  inch— in 
this  situation  they  stood  until  we  gave  them  another 
ground  of  cannister  and  grape,  when  down  they  fell 
upon  their  bellies  and  laid  there  until  dark,  and  then 
sneaked  off  under  cover  of  the  night,  as  Drummond 
says,  '‘that  the  fashion  of  ducking  may  have  answer- 
ed in  Spain,”  but  among  the  Yankees  it  is  disgrace- 
ful,*and  our  Tennessee  men  go  out  now,  and  fire 
upon  the  picket  guards  and  beckon  them  to  come 
up  and  not  to  fall  down  in  the  weeds  and  lay  there 
like  snipes !” 

A letter  from  Mr.  A.  Henderson,  says— “The  fene- 
my  made  a most  desperate  charge— they  came  in  so- 
lid columns— one  in  the  centre  and  the  other  on  the 
right  of  our  battery.  Each  man  had  a bundle  of 
brush  or  sugar  cane  on  his  shoulders  for  the  purpose 
of  filling  up  our  ditch.  They  were  so  warmly  met 
that  they  were  thrown  into  confusion,  and  retreated, 
formed  and  returned  a third  time  to  the  charge. — 
-They  succeeded  in  getting  possession  of  the  bastion 
with  three  pieces  of  cannon  in  it,  but  they  were 
soon  dislodged,  and  the  most  of  them  taken  prison- 
ers. So  intent  were  they  in  getting  over  our  work 
that  they  pulled  off  their  shoes  for  the  purpose  of 
climbing  it.  There  were  a number  of  officers  of 
distinction  killed,  and  it  has  been  ascertained  that 
their  commanding  general  officer  was  mortally 
wounded.  In  the  pocket  of  oTie  of  the  officers  who 
was  killed,  was  found  a journal,  in  which  is  men- 
tioned that  on  the  night  of  the  23d  they  lost  224  kil- 
led and  aw  immense  number  wounded ; and  on  the 
28th  thev  lost  15  officers  killed,  and  mentions  only 
that  they  had  a great  number  of  privates  killed.” 

Another  letter  has  the  following  paragraph 

“Tiie  sight  was  a terrible  one  to  see  a field  covered 
with  dead  and  wounded  laying  in  heaps,  the  field 
was  completely  red.  It  was  a very  pleasing  sight 
to  see  how  kind  our  men  were  to  the  wounded— 
would  take  them  upon  their  backs  and  carry  them  to 
the  hospital.” 

One  letter  says  that  col.  Brooke  who  led  the  attack 
upon  Baltimore  after  the  death  oflioss,  is  wounded. 
The  enemy  came  to  the  charge  on  our  works  with  a 
shout  like  that  of  their  red  allies,  the  Indians.  “The1 
killed  and  wounded  on  our  part  were  chiefly  of  the 
3STew-Orleans  colored  regiment,  who  were  so  anxi- 
ous for  glory  that  they  could  not  be  prevented  from 
advancing  over  our  breast  works  and  exposing  them- 


selves. They  fought  like  desperadoes  and  deserve 
distinguished  praise.” 

“A  captain,  one  of  our  prisoners,  told  me  for  the 
time  the  action  lasted,  it  was  the  hottest  he  ever 
witnessed  in  Spain  or  France,  he  led  60  grenadiers 
to  the  charge,  and  but  5 escaped.” 

It  appears  to  have  been  the  design  of  the  enemy, 
in  crossing  the  river,  to  have  turned  the  cannon  on 
our  line.  They  were  spiked,  however,  before  our 
people  retired  and  the  English  burnt  the  carriages  ; 
but  they  were  made  useful  again  the  next  nay. 

When  we  noticed  the  arrival  of  the  Dictator,  64,  at 
Havanna  from  the  neighborhood  of  New- Orleans,  in 
our  last  number,  we  were  at  a loss  to  discover  her 
errant:  but  it  now  appears,  that  she  brought  there 
about  four  hundred  passengers,  soldiers  wives,  and 
sick  and  wounded  or  disabled  soldiers,  to  relieve  the 
enemy’s  camp  of  its  ineffectives,  and  also  to  obtain 
a supply  of  provisions  for  those  that  remained.  The 
captain  of  the  Dictator  immediately  contracted  for, 
and  began  to  take  on  board,  with  all  haste,  4000 
barrels  of  flour,  at  23  dollars  per  barrel.  This  may 
corroborate  the  intelligence  received  direct  from 
New-Orleans , that  the  enemy  was  short  of  prov  - 
sions,  having  doubtless  believed  that  in  the  city  there 
was  enough  and  to  spare,  and  that  he  had  littl*  else  to 
do  than  to  march  in  and  eat!  However  there  is  this  in 
his  favor:  the  affair  of  the  8th  ult.  will  much  reduce 
the  quantity  of  rations  required! 

It  is  also  said , that  a brig  from  New-Providence 
had  been  permitted  to  take  from  the  “royal”  arsenal 
at  JIavanna , 18  pieces  of  brass  cannon  for  the  use  of 
the  enemy  at  New*  Orleans,  and  that  they  were  car- 
ried thence  in  the  night  to  save  appearances. 

Letters  from  New-Orleans  say,  on  the  information 
of  deserters  and  prisoners,  that  lieutenant-general 
Packenham  had  with  him  a special  commission  as 
governor  of  Louisiana,  and  a whole  regiment  of 
magistrates,  cust*un-house  officers,  merchants  and 
dealers! — little  thinking  that  his  title  to  it  would  be 
so  warmly  disputed  by  the  cannon  law. 

A British  colonel  mounted  our  works  and  shot 
one  of  our  soldiers  with  his  pistol — but  in  one  in- 
stant he  was  pierced  by  twelve  balls. 

There  are  good  reasons  to  believe  that  the  whole 
three,  Packenham,  Keane  and  Gibbs,  were  killed,  or 
died  immediately  of  their  wounds;  and  that  the 
whole  loss  of  the  enemy,  including  his  fight  with  the 
gun-boats,  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing  up  to  the 
9th  ult.  was  at  least  4,500  men.  This  estimate  is 
made  from  a journal  that  was  found  in  the  pocket 
of  a dead  officer. 

The  British  appear  to  have  received  a reinforce- 
ment of  about  3000  under  general  Lambert  since 
their  first  landing  at  Orleans;  and  before  the  battle 
of  the  8th  their  entire  force  may  have  been  about 
12,000  men. 

It  was  the  very  flower  of  the  enemy  that  attacked 
our  lines,  and  they  were  cut  down  as  the  grass  falls 
before  the  mower’s  scythe  ! 

We  have  a report  that  two  of  the  enemy’s  vessels 
have  been  blown  up  at  Fort  Plaquei^ine,  or  St.  Phi- 
lip. Two  explosions  were  heard  in  that  direction, 
which,  possibly  may  have  given  rise  to  it.  The  fort 
was  under  charge  of  an  able  officer,  with  a garrison 
well  supplied  will  all  things  needful  for  defence. 
But  if  even  that  fort  should  be  reduced,  there  are, 
we  trust,  other  insuperable  obstacles  to  his  progress 
to  the  city. 

It  is  Worth  observation,  that  the  moment  the  ene- 
my obtained  an  advantage  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
river,  he  began  to  shew  his  vandal  spirit  in  burn* 
ing  and  destroying  private  property,  in  the  mere  wan- 
tonness of  barbarity. 

There  is  a manifest  superiority  in  the  manage- 
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ment  of  our  artillery  over  that  of  the  enemy  at 
Orleans;  as,  indeed,  appears  to  have'  been  the  case 
every  where,  at  land  or  at  sea.  This  is  an  extraor- 
nary  fact. 

A letter  of  Jan.  13,  says— “We  are  in  possession  of 
papers  by  which  we  know  their  original  force,  was, 
including  sailors  and  marines  about  11,000  men;  that 
we  have  killed  disabled  and  made  prisoners  upwards 
of  3000,  and  we  are  informed  that  the  dysentry  is 
prevailing  to  a great  extent  amongst  them;  that  1 
think  their  force  is  not  exceeding  6000  effective 
men;  and  ours  in  high  health  and  spirits,  and  confi- 
dent of  success,  at  least  15,000  effective.  In  case 
they  should  carry  our  first  intrenchment,  we  fall 
back  to  our  next  fortified  camp  two  miles  nearer 
the  city,  and  in  case  of  being  again  beaten,  we  fall 
back  to  our  next,  a mile  from  the  latter,  both  hav- 
ing strong  batteries  fronting  the  river. 

Last  evening  by  a scouting  party  it  was  found  that 
in  one  of  their  principal  batteries  they  had  spiked 
8 pieces  of  cannon,  and  since  my  leaving  camp  there 
is  said  to  be  an  express  from  Plaquemine  to  general 
Jackson,  stating  they  had  beaten  the  enemy  having 
blown  up  a gu  br  g and  i wo  oomb  ketches.  It  is 
highly  probable,  as  J . -.kson  considered  the  fort  so 
strong  that  he  would  not  block  up  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  The  fort  has  44  capnon,  is  bomb  proof,  5(>0 
men  and  commanded  by  major  Overton  an  excellent 
officer,  and  having  under  him  several  experienced 
artillery  officers.  If  Plaquemine  is  safe,  you  may  be 
assured  we  are  safe;  as  if  they  could  not  beat  us 
the  8th,  they  never  can  do  it  afterwards;  as  their 
force  is  daily  decreasing  by  desertion,  &c.  and  ours 
is  daily  receiving  reinforcements.  It  is  the  opinion 
of  the  whole  camp,  that  they  will  retreat  if  they  are 
not  now  doing  so,  unless  their  fleet  get  up  the  river, 
which  I have  no  idea  of.  To  give  an  idea  of  the  se- 
curity we  feel,  cotton  was  sold  this  day  at  10  cents, 
notes  at  6 months,  and  no  more  could  be  had  at  that.” 
Extract  of  a letter  from  a very  respectable  gentle- 
man in  New  Orleans,  to  his  friend  in  Philadel- 
phia, dated. 

New  Orleans,  Jan.  13,  1815. 

On  Sunday,  the  8th  inst.  at  6 o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  enemy  attacked  us  with  such  fury,  that  we 
have  very  few  examples  of.  They  were  formed  in 
two  solid  columns.  Their  left  marched  alongside 
the  river,  composed  of  two  thousand  picked  men, 
grenadiers,  flank  companies,  & c.  Their  right  co- 
lumn, consisting  of  3500  fusileers.  Ouf  left  was  de- 
fended by  the  brave  Tennesseans,  command’ d by 
Coffee,  Carroll,  &c.  Our  centre  and  right  was  de- 
fended by  the  New-Orleans  militia,  and  the  colored 
men  of  St.  Domingo,  commanded  by  the  brave  col. 
Savary,  and  a detachment  of  the  7th  and  44ih,  U. 
S.  troops.  The  whole  of  our  artillery  was  served 
by  the  Baratarians  and  other  Frenchmen.  The  ene- 
my developed  his  columns,  and  the  carnage  began 
Our  artillery  was  served  with  the  greatest  skill  and 
bravery,  and  carried  destruction  into  the  ranks  of 
the  enemy,  who  nevertheless  did  reach  our  entrench 
ments,  from  which  th*y  were  driven  at  the  point 
the  bayonet.  The  slaughter  lasted  one  hour  and  s 
quarter.  What  you  will  hardly  believe,  is,  that  in 
that  ever  momor.tble  day,  enormous  as  the  loss  of 
the  enemy  has  been,  ours  has  not  proved  beyond 
three  men  killed  and  thirty  wounded.  You  will 
think  the  following  statement  of  the  loss  of  the  ene- 
my exaggerated,  but  you  may  depend  upon  its  vera- 
city, viz. 

Sir  Edward  Packenham,  general  and  commander 
in  chief,  cut  asunder  by  a cannon  ball. 

M .jor  general  Gibbs,  killed. 

Major  Pringle,  do. 

polonel  Reyner,  do. 


Major  Wi.ilaker,  do. 

Brigade  major  Wilkinson,  do. 

482  men  killed  in  tfie  American  lines  and  deliver- 
ed to  the  F.nglish  to  be  buried. 

460  wounded,  which  remain  in  our  power, 

250  prisoners, 

20  officers  prisoners, 

500  killed  or  wounded,  carried  off’  by  the  British. 


1712  total. 

The  enemy  requested  a truce  of  three  days,  to 
bury  his  dead;  but  our  indefatigable  general  would 
only  grant  them  24  hours.  And  it  was  during  that 
interval,  that  the  enemy’s  sentries  and  ours  have  had 
intercourse,  by  which  means  we  have  been  able  to 
ascertain  the  loss  of  the  enemy,  independent  of  the 
above  statement,  is  about  600  men  hors  de  combat  — 

It  is  our  opinion  the  loss  of  the  enemy  in  that  memo- 
rable day,  is  not  less  than  two  thousand  men  hov$  ile 
combat. 

Their  losses  in  the  former  engagements  has  been 
ascertained  to  be  no  less  than  150(i  men  hors  de  com - 
bat;  besides  the  two  black  regiments  in  their  service 
have  been  found  unfit  for  duty,  and  not  able  to  stand 
the  severity  of  the  climate.  These  two  regiments 
have  been  re-embarked  and  sent  back. 

The  English  have  destroyed  the  plantations  below 
their  camp,  and  carried  away  the  slaves  and  behaved, 
generally  like  vandals. 

There  is  a strong  indication  that  the  enemy  are 
re-embarking,  and  it  is  even  said  that  their  heavy 
pieces  of  ordnance  have  been  dismounted  and  sent 
on  board* their  ships,  as  also  their  sick  and  wounded. 
Our  capital  resembles  a Place  de  Guerre.— The 
greatest  union  prevails  among  all  classes,  and  every 
military  post  is  well  secured. 

Louisville , Ky.  Jan.  12.— Passed  the  falls,  January 
6th,  a keel  boat,  commanded  by  John  Pollard,  load, 
ed  with  public  stores  eonsisting  of 
750  stand  of  arms 
300  bags  of  catridges, 

1 00  barrels  of  powder, 

500  18  pound  balls, 

500  12  do.  do. 

1000  4 do.  do, 

MANDATE 

Of  the  Apostolical  administrator  of  the  Diocess  of 
Louisianna,  to  the  clergy  and  faithful  of  the  city 
of  New-O  l-  ms,  to  order  public  prayers. 

Pearly  beloved  brethren — 

Whilst  our  brave  warriors,  led  on  bv  the  hero 
of  the  Floridas,  prepare  to  defend  our  altars  and  fire- 
sides against  foreign  invasion,  it  behoves  us,  minis- 
ters of  the  most  High,  and  all  you,  Christians,  whom 
tiie  weakness  of  your  sex  or  whose  age  prevents  vour 
taking  an  active  part  in  this  important  struggle  to 
unite  under  the  banners  of  religion,  and  implore’the 

Divine  Protection  on  the  arms  of  our  defenders 

Just  and  holy  as  is  our  cause;  well  founded  as  is  our 
confidence  in  the  intrepidity  of  our  soldiers,  and  in 
the  experience  of  the  chief  who  commands  them— 
we  must  not  however,  forget,  that  victory  as  well  as 
defeat,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Supreme  Arbiter  of 
human  destinies,  and  that  if  lie  does  not  watch  over 
our  interests,  in  vain  are  thousands  of  arms  raised 
to  piotect  them.  What  cause  was  ever  more  holy 
more  adequate  to  inspire  perfect  confidence  in  its 
defenders,  than  that  of  the  Israelites?  God  himself 
had  promised  to  deliver  their  enemies  into  th-ir 
hands,  and  yet  Moses,  whilst  looking  from  the  ton 
of  the  mountain  on  the  host  of  Israel,  engaged  with 
that  of  Amelec  on  the  plain,  did  not  cease  to  keen 
his  suppliant  hands  raised  to  Heaven,  as  Jong  as  the 
combat  remained  undecided;  and  victory  was  de 
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dared  to  be  the  reward  of  the  prayers  of  the  just, 
rather  than  the  valor  of  the  combatants. 

I have  said  of  the  just,  dually  beloved  brethren, 
because  our  prayers,  in  order  to  be  efficacious,  ought 
to  proceed  from  a pure  heart.  “The  prayer  of  the 
impious,  (says  the  Lord)  is  an  abomination  in  my 
eyes.”  Alas!  dare  we  flatter  ourselves,  that  the 
scourge  which  is  at  our  doors,  is  not  the  punishment 
of  our  iniquities?  Let  us  then  put  an  end  to  the 
cause  of  our  evils,  if  we  wish  to  see  those  evils  ter- 
minate. Ah!  how  irritated  soever  Heaven  may  be, 
we  know  how  much  a contrite  and  humble  heart 
may  contribute  to  disarm  its  vengeance.  It  was  that 
which  procured  for  the  guilty  Ninevah  the  revoca- 
tion of  that  fatal  decree  which  seemed  to  deprive  her 
of  every  hope.  Like  her,  dearly  beloved  brethren, 
“let  us  humble  ourselves  under  the  powerful  hand  of 
God,  so  that  he  may  raise  us  up  on  the  day  of  his 
visitation;”  let  us  enter  with  a firm  step  into  the 
ways  of  justice.  We  may  then  hope  every  thing 
from  the  clemency  of  this  God  of  goodness,  who 
even  in  heighth  of  his  anger,  desires  only  to  shew 
mercy. 

To  enter  into  these  views,  and  to  offer,  by  the 
union  of  our  petitions,  a holy  violence  to  Heaven, 
we  order,  that  on  Monday,*  Tuesday,  and  Wednes- 
day of  this  week,  public  prayers  shall  be  said  in  the 
two  churches  of  this  city.  The  blessed  Sacrament 
shall  be  exposed  in  each  church  from  the  beginning 
of  the  first  ]>lass  to  the  end  of  the  last,  when  the 
psalm  Miserere  shall  be  sung,  and  Benediction  given. 
In  the  afternoon,  the  blessed  Sacrament  shall  be 
again  exposed  from  4 o’clock  until  5;  during  which 
time  the  same  psalm  will  be  sung,  together  with 
the  Litany  of  the  blessed  Virgin,  and  any  other 
prayers  maybe  said,  that  the  Pastor  may  think  pro- 
per; the  whole  to  be  terminated,  as  in  the  morning, 
by  the  solemn  Benediction  of  the  blessed  Sacrament. 

And  this  our  present  mandate  shall  be  read  in  the 
two  churches  of  this  ci^y,  at  the  morning  and  even- 
ing offices  of  this  day. 

Given  at  New-Orleans  the  18th  dav  of  December, 
1814.  WM.  DUBOURG,  Adm.  Apost. 

Extract  of  a note  from  the  adjutant-general. 

M jor-general  Jackson  directs  me,  sir,  to  express 
to  you  his  high  approbation  of  the  mandate  you 
have  submitted  to  his  inspection,  and  requests  you 
cause  it  to  be  printed  and  circulated. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  L.  BUTLER, 

Aid-de-camp. 

general-order, 

Adjutant-general’s  office,  head-quarters,  4th  and  10th 

Military  district,  Baltimore,  February  5,  1815, 

Lieut,  colonel  Ahmjstead,  commanding  at  fort 
M‘Henry,  will  cause  a national  salute  to  be  fired  to- 
morrow morning  at  ten  o’clock,  from  t lie  guns  of 
the  fort,  in  honor  of  the  splendid  victory  obtained 
by  the  arms  of  the  United  States  under  major-gene- 
ral Jackson,  over  the  enemy  in  the  attack  made  by 
the  latter  on  the  defences  of  New-Orleans,  on  the 
8lh  ult.  in  which  attack  the  enemy  lost,  besides  his 
commander-in-chief,  who  was  killed,  2600  men  in 
killed,  wounded  and  prisoners. 

The  whole  line  of  troops  will  turn  out  under  arms 
at  the  hour  at  which  the  salute  is  to  be  fired. 

By  command, 

FRANCIS  W.  BELTON, 
Assistant  adjutant-general. 

The  city  of  Washington  was  illuminated  on  the 
4th  inst.  in  consequence  of  the  following  proclama- 
tion of  the  mayor  : 

Whereas,  it  has  pleased  the  Almighty  Disposer 
of  events,  to  signalize  our  arms,  under  the  com- 1 
mail'd  of  the  gallant  general  Jackson,  at  Orleans,  by 
a victory  over  the  invading  foe,  unparalleled  in  the  f 
annals  pf  nations. 


And  whereas,  it  becomes  a people  relying  on  the 
favor  of  Heaven  for  support,  to  rejoice  in  every 
manifestation  of  divine  goodness  ; and  a number  of 
the  citizens  of  this  corporation  having  expressed  to 
me  a wish  to  celebrate  our  brilliant  triumph  by  an 
illumination  of  this  city,  in  which  I most  heartily 
accord  ; I do,  therefore,  hereby  recommend  to  the 
citizens  of  this  corporation  to  illuminate  their  houses 
this  evening  at  7 o’clock,  and  to  continue  until  10 
o’clock.  And  I do  enjoin  upon  all  the  officers  of 
the  police  to  be  vigilant  in  preserving  order  and 
preventing  mischief. 

General  Jackson,  in  his  official  account  of  the 
above  glorious  battle,  states  the  killed  left  on  the 
field  7W  ; wounded  left  on  the  field,  1,400  ; prison- 
ers 500  ; total  2,600 ; our  loss,  only  sex'en  killed  and 
six  wounded. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Washington, 
this  4th  day  of  February,  1815, 

JAMES  H.  BLAKE,  mayor . 

At  twelve  o’clock,  on  Monday  last,  at  Philadel- 
phia, a national  salute,  in  honor  of  the  victory  at 
new-orleans,  was  fired  from  the  United  States’  fri- 
gate Guerriere , commodore  Rodgers,  now  lying  in 
1 hat  harbor. 

By  the  president  of  the  United  States  of  America , 

a proclamation. — Among  the  many  evils  pro- 
duced by  the  wars,  which,  with  little  intermission, 
have  afflicted  Europe,  and  extended  their  ravages 
into  other  quarters  of  the  globe,  for  a period  exceed- 
ing twenty  years,  the  dispersion  of  a considerable 
portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  different  countries,  in 
sorrow  and  in  want,  has  not  been  the  least  injurious 
to  human  happiness,  nor  the  least  severe  in  the  trial 
of  human  virtue. 

It  had  been  long  ascertained,  that  many  foreigners 
flying  from  the  dangers  of  their  home,  and  that  some 
citizens,  forgetful  of  their  duty,  had  co-operated  in 
forming  an  establishment  on  the  island  of  Barrataria 
near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Mississippi,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a clandestine  and  lawless  trade.  The  govern  \ 
mentof  the  United  States  caused  the  establishment 
to  be  broken  up  and  destroyed:  and,  having  obtain- 
ed the  means  of  designating  the  offenders  of  every 
description,  it  only  remained  to  answer  the  demands 
of  justice,  by  inflicting  an  exemplary  punishment. 

But  it  has  since  been  represented,  that  the  offen- 
ders have  manifested  a sincere  penitence;  that  they* 
have  abandoned  the  prosecution  of  the  worst  cause 
for  the  support  of  the  best;  and  particularly,  that 
they  have  exhibited,  in  the  defence  of  New-Orleans, 
unequivocal  traits  of  courage  and  fidelity.  Offenders, 
Who  have  refused  to  become  the  associates  of  the 
enemy  in  the  war,  upon  the  most  seducing  terms  of 
invitation;  and  who  have  aided  to  repel  his  hostile 
invasion  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States;  can  no 
longer  be  considered  as  objects  of  punishment,  but 
as  objects  of  a generous  forgiveness. 

Ft  has,  therefore,  been  seen  with  great  satisfac- 
tion, that  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Loui- 
siana earnestly  recommend  those  offender^  to  the 
benefit  of  a full  pardon:  And  in  compliance  with  that 
recommendation,  as  well  iTs  in  consideration  of  all 
the  other  extraordinary  circumstances  of  the  case, 
I James  Madison , president  of  the  United  Stales  of 
America,  do  issue  this  proclamation,  hereby  grant- 
ing, publishing  and  declaring,  a free  und  full  pardon 
of  all  offences  committed  in  violation  of  anv  act  or 
acts  of  the  congress  of  the  said  United  States,  touch- 
ing the  revenue,  trade  and  navigation  thereof,  or 
touching  the  intercourse  and  commerce  of  the  United 
States  with  foreign  nations,  at  any  time  before  the 
I eighth  day  of  January,  in  the  present  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  by  any  person  or 
! persons  whatsoever,  being  inhabitants  of  New  Or- 
leans and  the  adjacent  country,  or  being  inhabitants 
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of  the  said  island  of  liarrataria,  and  the  places  ad- 
jacent: Provided,  That  every  person  c a-min^the 
benefit  of  this  full  pardon,  in  order  to  entitle  bimsel 
thereto,  shall  produce  a certificate  in  wnting ; from 
the  governor  of  the  state  ot  Louisiana,  statjng  tha 
such  person  has  aided  in  the  defence  ot  New-Orleans, 
and  the  adjacent  country,  during  the  invasion  there- 

of  as  aforesaid.  , , ,.  . ,, 

And  I do  hereby  further  authorise  and  direct  a 1 
suits,  indictments,  and  prosecutions,  for  fines,  penal- 
ties, and  forfeitures,  against  any  person,  or  persons, 
who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  full  par- 
don forthwith  to  be  stayed,  discontinued  and  re- 
leased-  And  all  civil  officers  are  hereby  required, 
according  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  stations, 
to  carry  this  proclamation  into  immediate  and  faith- 
ful execution.  . 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  sixth  day 
of  February,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen,  and  of  the  independence 
of  the  United  States  the  thirty-ninth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Bv  the  president, 

* j AS.  MONROE,  Acting  secretary  of  state. 


Honorable. — Marshal's  office,  Nezv-York , Febru- 
ary 6,  1815. — In  consequence  of  the  following  letter 
from  the  commissary  general  of  prisoners,  tiie  mar- 
shal liberated  the  five  seamen  lately  saved  from  the 
wreck  of  the  British  sloop  of  War  Sylph;  and  such 
of  them  as  are  disposed  to  go  to  Halifax  will  be 
sent  there  by  the  cartel  Jane  and  Martha,  which, 
will  depart  for  that  place  in  the  course  of  a few  days. 
(copy.) 

Office  ot  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners, 
Washington,  February  1st,  1815. 

Sin — I have  seen  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of 
this  date,  under  the  New-York  head,  (to  which  1 
beg  leave  to  refer  you)  an  account  of  the  shipwreck 
of  the  British  sloop  of  war  Svlph,  on  the  east  encl  of 
Long  Island,  under  circumstances  afflicting  to  hu- 
manity, by  which  the  greater  part  of  the  crew  were 
lost,  and  that  a purser  and  some  few  men  were 
saved  by  the  benevolent  and  spirited  exertions  of 
the  inhabitants. 

In  war,  as  in  peace,  calamities  like  this  give  a 
claim  to  the  survivors  on  the  hospitality  and  protec- 
tion of  the  country  on  whose  shores  they  may  be 
c\st.  It  is  not  the  desire  of  this  government  to  con- 
sider as  prisoners  of  war  unfortunate  men  who  thus 


Previous  to  the  army  under  general  Carroll  leaving 
Nashville,  for  the  lower  Mississippi,  the  troops 
were  formed  and  the  following  address  delivered. 
Felorv  citizens , 

This  address  will  be  handed  to  you  by  colonel 
Ilynes,  adjutant  general  of  the  militia  of  Tennessee. 

The  degree  of  satisfaction  felt  by  the  executive 
of  the  state  at  the  promptitude  and  equipment  en 
their  part  of  the  militia,  in  attending  the  call  to 
arms,  upon  the  present  occasion,  ready  to  act,  com- 
mands an  expression  to  them,  to  be  given  of  his 
grateful  sense  of  their  patriotism  and  zeal — his  gra- 
tification is  great  indeed  ; and  their  promptitude  is 
duly  appreciated — it  is  a sure  pledge  of  future  good 
conduct — no  evidence,  short  of  good  conduct  in  bat- 
tle, could  be  a stronger  one  of  true  love  of  country. 

Go  forth,  meet,  vanquish  the  enemy  to  your  peace, 
and  at  the  end  of  your  service,  return  crowned  with 
laurels,  well  entitled  to  the  pl.itidits  of  your  country- 
men, whose  good  opinion,  with  the  liberality  and 
justice  of  government  in  your  favor,  together  with 
self  approbation  for  good  conduct,  constitutes  a full 
reward  for  any  services. 

To  be  useful  to  our  country  should  be  the  motto 
of  each  man.  Your  pride  will  be,  in  all  you  do,  to 
realize  the  high  expectations  entertained  of  your 
valor.  Each  should  bear  in  mind,  at  all  times,  that 
he  goes  into  the  service  of  his  country  as  a patriot, 
as  a distinguished  citizen,  and  a good  soldier,  to 
contend  with  his  enemy,  in  a just  war,  declared  by 
his  government,  in  support  of  all  that  is  dear  to  free- 
men, who  deserve  to  be  free.  More  need  not  be  said 
to  meritorious  men  who  are  determined  to  do  their 
duty.  Your  general,  seconded  by  the  brave,  will 
lead  you  to  the  post  of  honor,  and  will  maintain  it 
to  the  last. 

The  elevated  rank  held  by  the  citizens  of  Tennes- 
see throughout  the  union,  founded  not  less  on  their 
promptitude  and  regard  for  subordination,  than  their 
warlike  achievments,  is  a sure  pledge  that  it  will  be 
preserved  by  the  present  army,  and  it  will  be  their 
pleasure  to  afford  to  the  world,  an  additional  evi- 
dence, that  the  people  of  Tennessee  will  surrender 
thei’*  liberties  and  independence  but  with  their  lives . 

Wherever  the  war  may  require  the  march  of  this 
army,  it  will  have  my  most  ardent  and  anxious 
wishes  to  Heaven  for  its  success,  and  for  the  honora- 
ble and  safe  return  in  due  time,  of  all  attached  to  it. 

M ILLIE  BLOUNT. 


come  into  its  power. 

If  the  facts  be  stated  correctly  you  will  be  pleased 
to  provide  the  seamen  with  what  may  be  necessary 
for  their  subsistence  and  comfort,  and  to  liberate 
them  without  exchange  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
purser  being  a non-combatant,  under  any  circum- 
stances, is  entitled  to  be  returned  that  way. 

If  this  reaches  you  in  time  to  send  them  to  Hali- 
fax by  the  British  cartel  now  at  New  York,  you  are 
requested  to  do  so,  otherwise  to  convey  them,  as 
soon  as  can  conveniently  be  done,  by  a flag  to  one  of 
the  ships  off  your  harbor. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  J.  MASON. 

General  John  Smith , 

Marshal  of  the  state  of  Nezv-York. 

Enemy  in  the  Chesapeake. — On  Sunday,  the  29th 
ult.  some  barges  of  the  enemy  came  into  Hampton 
roads,  and  captured  five  small  craft,  one  laden  with 
tobacco.  Captain  Gordon  sent  out  his  barges,  but 
they  were  too  late  to  check  the  depredations  of  the 
enemy.  On  the  31st  the  whole  of  the  enemy’s  vessels 
left  Lynnhaven  bay,  and  put  to  sea,  supposed  on 
account  of  the  weather. 

MILITARY. 

A complete  regiment  of  North  Carolinians  have 
been  called  out  on  the  requisition  of  gen.  Pinckney , 
for  t*he  defence  of  the  southern  coast. 


Old  soldiers. — The  following  list  of  old  soldiers 
who  now  hold  commissions  in  the  army  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  is  given  in  an  eastern  paper. 


Names. 

Years  of  service. 

Ages- 

General  Wilkinson 

. 32 

• 63 

General  Burbeck  . 

. * 30 , 

62 

General  Cushing  . 

. 32 

56 

General  M.  Porter 

. . 35 

• 57 

General  Bissel 

. 27 

59 

Colonel  Freeman  . 

. 27 

. 63 

Colonel  Kingsbury 

. 38 

57 

Colonel  Sparks 

. 27  . 

53 

Major  Pike,  father  of  the  late 
gen.  Z.  M.  Pike,  . . 32 

64 

Major  Whistler  . 

. 26 

58 

M 'jor  Beall 

. 25 

59 

Many  of  these  officers  entered  the  revolutionary 
army  as  privates, — most  of  them  were  subaltern  of- 
ficers at  the  close  of  the  war. 


Capt.  John  A.  Hurd , of  the  United  States  cavalry, 
has  been  brevetted  a major, for  his  gallant  charge  on 
tho  enemy,  at  Herring  bay,  on  the  31st  Oct.  1814,  to 
t..ke  rank  from  that  time. 


Nashville,  Nov,  20,  1814. 
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The  legislature  of  Maryland  has  passed  the  Dili 
for  raising  5,000  state  troops. 

The  legislature  of  Ohio  has  loaned  to  the  general 
government  30,000  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fraying the  expense  of  transporting  provisions  for 
the  supply  of  the  frontier  posts. 

The  bill  for  the  organization  of  a body  of  state 
troops  in  Pennsylvania,  has  failed  in  the  house  of  re- 
presen tativess 

Savannah,  Jan.  28.  An  official  despatch  reached 
town  this  morning  to  gen.  Floyd,  which  states  that 
the  enemy  evacuated  St.  Mary’s  and  Point  Petre  on 
Tuesday  last,  after  burning  the  barracks  and  blow- 
ng  up  the  fort  at  the  latter  place;  and  that  there 
h no  doubt  Savannah  is  ultimately  their  object, 
i A private  letter  to  a gentleman  in  this  place,  from 
Amelia,  states  that  the  enemy  evacuated  St.  Mary’s 
on  Tuesday  last,  after  plundering  every  thing  they 

could  lay  their  hands  on— that  they  intended  occu- 
pying Cumberland  island  as  their  head-quarters — 
that  the  incendiary  Cockburn  commands  them— and 
that  they  say  Savannah  is  the  only  place  worth  hold- 
ing or  taking  care  of.  The  writer  adds  he  is  assur- 
ed the  impression  that  the  enemy  will  pay  our  city 
a visit  is  not  confined  to  the  ignorant  and  unthink- 
ing. Be  vigilant,  be  watchful. 

We  will  merely  observe  that  for  the  last  four  or 
five  days,  hundreds  of  our  up  country  brethren  have 
arrived  in  this  place  to  aid  in  its  defence.  Our  city 
is  now  garrisoned  with  numerous  troops— our  works 
are  completing  with  spirit  and  our  means  increasing 
daily,  which  will  enable  us  to  defend  our  rights,  and 
fire  sides,  our  holy  sanctuaries,  and  all  that  is  dear 
to  us. 

Major  general  Pinckney  and  suite  reached  our 
city  yesterday  morning. 

(Xj’The  amount  of  the  enemy’s  force  on  the  sou- 
thern coast,  appears  to  have  been  greatly  exagge- 
rated. Major-general  Pinckney  discharged,  on  the 
S9th  ult.  the  whole  of  the  militia  this  afternoon,  by 
a general  order  on  parade.  A draft  is  to  take  place 
of  200  men  from  the  militia  of  the  city,  and  of  200 
more  of  the  country  militia  in  camp — all  he  rest  to 
go  home.  This  looks  well. 

Charlestoti,  Jan.  31.  We  learn  that  a gentleman 
has  arrived  from  Edisto  island,  who  states  that  the 
detachment  from  maj.  Robertson’s  battalion  on 
John’s  island,  consisting  of  fifty  men,  and  twenty 
of  the  island  militia,  having  joined  the  militia  of 
Edisto,  attacked  and  succeeded  in  capturing  the 
whole  of  the  marauders,  to  the  number  of  seventy, 
who  where  on  that  island  “sinking  wells  and  killing 
cattle.” 

NAVAL. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  commodore  Dent  to  the  secretaiy 
of  the  navy,  dated 

Charleston,  S.  C.  January  31st,  1815. 

Sir — I had  the  honor  in  my  letter  of  the  28th,  to 
inform  you,  that  from  the  information  received  by 
the  commanding  general  of  the  situation  of  the 
enemy  near  North  Edisto,  and  the  great  alarm  of 
die  inhabitants,  I had  decided  to  visit  that  place. — 
On  my  arrival  at  the  camp  on  John’s  island,  I sent 
an  express  to  lieut.  Kearney,  commanding  the  flotil- 
la, (then  on  his  way  with  the  army  transport  to 
Savannah)  to  meet  me  with  the  flotilla  in  North  Edis- 
to river. 

From  light  winds  and  contrary  tides,  lieut.  Kear- 
ney did  not  arrive  there  until  half  past  2,  P.  M.  on 
Sunday,  when  1 was  informed  the  enemy  were  wa- 
tering with  their  barges  and  about  80  men  on  the 
opposite  island.  1 immediately  directed  the  three 
baiges  to  be  manned  with  volunteers,  and  ordered 
lieut,  Kearnby  to  proceed  outside  and  endeavor  to 
cut  them  oft* 'while  a body  of  volunteers  andjTTtUi.Ua, 


by  order  of  the  general,  were  landed  on  e island. 
A little  after  three  of  the  bai  ges  mo*ed  and  on 
terming  the  point  were  discovered  b)  tut  < <te, 
(laying  to  an  anchor  about  4 miles  from  the  land) 
when  she  fired  several  guns  and  made  the  signal 
of  recal  to  her  boa.-,  >,.i  immediately  go*  under 

way  and  opened  a heavy  fire  on  our  barges 

The  wind  about  this  time  changed  tiom  the  west- 
ward to  the  east,  and  very  light,  enabled  our  barges 
to  cut  off  the  tender,  which  was  discovered  working 
out  of  a small  bay  with  two  barges.  The  enemy’s 
barges,  after  putting  men  on  board  the  tender,  mov- 
ed directly  to  windward  and  ahead  of  our  ! arg  to 
the  frigate.  After  a close  running  fight  of  one  nour 
and  a half,  and  in  the  act  of  bo  oding,  I had  -.  he  sa- 
tisfaction to  see  the  tender  surrender.  The  exertions 
of  the  frigate  to  save  the  tender  were  great;  and 
when  she  saw  her  two  boats  leave  her,  she  opened  a 
heavy  fire  on  them,  and  ol  liged  them  to  pursue  our 
barges,  with  a third  that  left  the  ship  about  the 
same  time.  After  the  surrender  of  the  tender  the 
frigate  recalled  her  boats  and  soon  after  ceased 
firing.  Lieut.  Kearney,  the  officers  and  men  engaged 
in  this  enterprize,  behaved  themselves  in  a manner 
that  does  honor  to  their  country  and  themselves. — 
Although  they  had  to  continue  so  long  under  the 
fire  of  the  frigate,  nothing  could  divert  them  from 
their  object.  As  the  frigate  had  cutoff’ their  retreat 
to  North  Edisto,  lieut.  Kearney  was  obliged  to  pro- 
ceed to  South  Edisto  With  his  prize,  since  which  I 
have  not  heard  any  thing  from  him. — Tne  detach- 
ment of  militia  proceeded  to  the  place  where  the 
enemy  were  watering,  and  found  their  launch 
aground  and  abandoned,  the  crew  having  gone  on 
board  the  tender.  She  was  filled  with  water  casks, 
and  had  mounted  a carronade,  six  brass  swivels, 
with  muskets,  pistols,  &c.  She  was  got  off  at  high 
water,  and  I expect  her  round  with  the  prize. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  J.  H.  DENT. 

The  lion.  Benjamin  W Croivnin&hield, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

IN'  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  1. — A motion  was  made,  virtual- 
ly, to  reject  the  bill  for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the 
public  edifices  in  the  city  of  Washington  and  lost, 
as  follows  : 

For  it— Messrs.  Dana,  German,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason 
Wells — 7. 

Agpitist.it. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chase,  Condit,  Dag.-, 
gett,  Fromentin,  Gaillaird,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Horsey,  Kerr 
Lacoek,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum 
Walker,  Wharton— 22. 

Fhursdaq,  Feb.  2. — The  senate  resumed  the  consi- 
deration ot  the  bill  returned  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States  “to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,”  together  with  his  objec- 
tions thereto  ; and,  after  some  debate,  the  question 
was  again  put-— -“Shall  the  bill  pass  ?”  and  decided 
as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  German  , 
Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert 
Mason,  Tait,  Thompson— i 5. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bibb,  Barry,  Cbase,  Con- 
dit, Gaillard,  Kerr,  Lacoek,  Morrow,  Koberfs,  Robinson,  Smith  , 
Talbot,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Wells,  Wharton— 19. 

So  the  senate  refused  to  pass  the  bill,  (to  do  which, 
after  the  refusal  of  the  president  to  '-''notion  it,  would 
have  required  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  all  the 
members  present)  and  the  bill  is  therefore  lost. 

Friday , Feb.  3. — The  bill  for  repairing  the  public 
buildings,  &c.  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  third 
reading. 

Saturday,  Feb.  4. — Mr.  Barbour  of  Va.  gave  no- 
tice, that  ou  Monday  he  ^rould  a&k  leave  to  introduce’ 
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:,t«;nnertSribm  t0  lhe  bank 

The  bill  for  the  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public  i or  assigns,  the  value  of  the  horses by  them  lost  m 
buildings  in  the  city  of  Washington,  was  read  a said  service,  in  consequence  of  the  men  being  dis- 
third  time,  and  the  blank  therein  for  the  amount  of  I mounted  and  separated  from  their  horses,  by  orcel 
apnronriation  having  been  filled  with  five  hundred  of  their  respective  commanding  officers,  on  any  ci- 
ZeLd  doU. or.,  waf  passed  and  sent  to  the  house  pedition,  or  in  consequence  of  the  riders  being  kd- 
motisana  , t , ieJ  or  Wounded  in  buttle,  deducting-  from  the  origi- 

tnr  concurrence.  ^ , ..  , 13  • . i • . 


The  bill  from  the  house  to  amend  the  act  to  es-  nal  value  of  such  horses  respectively,  as  received  in- 
tablish  a navy  department,  by  adding  thereto  a | to  the  service,  the  amount  of  winch  may  have  been 
board  »f  commissioners,  was  read  a third  time  as  paid  for  the nise Thereof  in  any  of  the  cases,  prior  to 
amended,  and  passed  by  the  following  vote:  I the  loss  of  the  same  as  aforesaid. 

YEAS-MeMrs,  Barbour.  Chase,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,|  The  resolution  was  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
German,  Giles,  Gore.  Horsey,  Kerr,  Mason,  Mon-ow,  Tait,  Tay  jjaH  0f  Geo.  by  inserting  after  the  Words  “wounded 


h>r,  Thompson,  Wharton— 16.  „ . . 

WYS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Condit,  Lacock,  Lambert,  Roberts,  Smith, 
Turner,  Varnum— 8. 

The  amendments  yet  require  the  concurrence  ot 
the  house. 

The  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  ordnance 
department,  was  read  a third  time  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

Monday , Feb.  6.— The  bill  from  the  house  to  a- 
mend  the  act  laying  a duty  on  licences  to  retailers, 
was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Barbour,  leave  being 
given,  introduced  a bill  “to  incorporate  the  subscri- 
bers to  the  bank  of  the  United  States  of  America 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  a second  reading. 

[The  principal  features  of  this  hill  are  as  follows  : 
the  capital  to  consist  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  pay- 
able, twenty  millions  in  treasury  notes,  fundable  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  government  in  stock  to  bear 
an  interest  of  6 per  cent. ; fifteen  millions  in  any 
public  stock  bearing  6 per  cent,  interest ; five  mil- 
lions in  specie;  and  ten  millions  to  be  subscribed 
by  the  government  in  stock  bearing  an  interest  ot 
4 per  cent,  per  annum  ; the  government  to  have  the 
capacity  to  borrow  thirty  millions  of  the  bank  at 
6 per  cent,  interest ; the  directors  not  to  be  obliged 
to  pay  specie  until  the  last  payment  on  the  stock 
shall  be  completed ; and,  upon  the  petition  of  the 
directors,  the  government  may  introduce  any  regu- 
lation which  shall  be  thought  proper  in  regard  to 
the  specie  payments  of  the  bank  ; the  subscriptions 
to  be  opened  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  at  which 
time  the  first  payment  of  one-fifth  of  the  whole 
amount  of  subscription  shall  be  payable,  and  the 
remaining  four-fifths  in  four  quarter-yearly  instal- 
ments ; the  bank  to  go  into  operation  as  soon  as 
twenty  millions  are  thus  paid  in.  The  directors  for 
the  first  year  are  named  in  the  bill.] 

The  president  laid  before  the  senate  the  annual 
report  of  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund. 

Tuesday,  February  7 . The  bill  to  authorize  the 
purchase  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  of  a tract 
of  land  near  Piattsburg,  was  read  a third  time  * nd 
passed. 

Wednesday , February  8.  The  senate  was  accupied 
this  day  on  the  hill  to  establish  a national  bank. 

Mr.  Giles  moved  an  amendment,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  confine  the  stock  (payable  on  account 
of  subscriptions  to  the  capital  of  the  bank)  to  such 
stock  as  should  be  hereafter  created. 

After  an  animated  and  interesting  debate,  this 
motion  was  negatived — 

For  the  motion  15 

Against  it  18 

And  the  senate  adjourned  at  su»-down. 

HOUSE  OF  UKPUKStNTATlVES. 

Thursday,  February  2. — Mr.  Kilbourn  submitted 
for  consideration  the  following  resolution: 

“Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  paying  to  the  mounted  volunteers  and 
drafted  hiilitia,  who  have  served  in  the  south-western 


in  battle,”  the  words — “or  who  have  lost  their  horse 
or  horses  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
by  any  unavoidable  accident;”  and 

On  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  as  amended,  the 
vote,  after  debate,  stood  as  follows: 

For  the  resolve  67 

Against  it  49 

So  the  resolve  was  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  government  for  the  year  1815;  the  en- 
grossed bill  concerning  the  courts  of  justice  in  the 
Indiana  territory;  and  the  engrossed  bill  authorizing 
the  president  of  the  Lnited  States  to  receive  into 
the  service  certain  volunteer  corps,  which  may  be 
raised  and  organized  by  any  state,  in  lieu  of  the 
detachments  of  the  militia  thereof,  were  severally 
read  a third  time,  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate  for 
their  concurrence. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  confirming  cer- 
tain claims  to  land  in  the  Illinois  territory,  and  the 
bill  for  taxing  lotteries,  passed  through  committees 
of  the  whole,  were  severally  amended,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

Friday,  Feb.  3.  The  bill  for  laying  a duty  or  tn-; 
on  lotteries  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading,  as  was  also  the  bill  for  laying  a duty  on 
gold  and  silver  plate,  jewelry  and  paste  work. 

Saturday,  Feb.  4.  The  engrossed  bills  for  taking 
lotteries,  and  for  laying  a duty  on  gold,  silver  and 
plated  ware  and  jewelry,  were  each  read  a third 
third  time  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  lor 
concurrence. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation  (usually  so  named)  having 
been  called  over,  it  was,  on  motion,  ordered  that  the 
further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  indefi- 
nitely._ 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  [Amey  Dardin]  the  re- 
presentative of  David  Dardin,  deceased,  passed 
through  a committee  of  the  whole,  was  widely  de- 
bated, and  at  last  (perhaps  for  the  twentieth  time  in 
one  or  other  branch  of  the  legislature)  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a third  reading,  by  the  following; 
vote : 

For  the  bill  69 

Against  it  59 

The  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill,*  to 
amend  the  act,  establishing  the  navy  department, 
by  adding  thereto  a board  of  commissioners,  were 
read  and  concurred  in. 

The  amendments  of  the  same  body,  to  the  bill  for 
the  better  regulation  of  the  ordnance  department, 
were  also  read  and  committed. 

The  bill  from  the  senate,  making  appropriations 
for  repairing  or  re-building  the  public  buildings,  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Monday,  Feb.  6.  Mr.  Troup  from  the  committee 
on  military  affairs,  made  a report  recommending  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolve: 

Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representative* 
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of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
That  the  thanks  of  congress  be  and  they  are  hereby 
presented  to  major-general  Jackson,  and  through 
him  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command, 
for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct,  in  defeating 
the  enemy  before  the  city  of  New-Orleans,  in  suc- 
cessive battles  fought  on  the  23d  of  December,  1814, 
and  1st  and  8th  of  January,  1815;  in  which  a Bri- 
tish veteran  army,  formidable  in  number  as  in  dis- 
cipline, commanded  by  renowned  generals,  was 
thrice  beaten  and  driven  back  with  great  loss,  and 
in  the  battle  of  the  8th  of  Jan.  with  immense  slaugh- 
ter, by  a militia  force  hastily  collected  to  the  defence 
of  that  city,  aided  by  a small  body  of  regular  troops; 
thus  illustrating  the  patriotic  defence  of  the  coun- 
try with  brilliant  achievment,  and  signalizing  the 
Americans  by  steady  perseverance,  incessant  vigi- 
lance, patient  suffering,  undaunted  firmness,  and  in 
victory  moderation  and  clemency  : And  that  the 

president  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to 
cause  a gold  medal  to  be  struck  with  suitable  em- 
blems and  devices,  and  presented  to  major-general 
Jackson,  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense  entertained 
by  congress  of  events  so  memorable,  and  of  services 
so  eminent. 

The  resolves  were  twice  read  and  referrrd  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  after  a handsome  address, 
introduced  the  following  resolutions: 

liesolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs, 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law,  for  arranging  the  citizens  subject  to 
the  direct  tax,  into  classes  in  such  manner  that 
each  shall,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  consist  of 
persons  residing  contiguous  to  each  other,  and  from 

which  together - hundred  dollars  shall  be  due; 

and  of  permitting  each  class  to  furnish  one  man  for 
the  regular  army,  within  a given  number  of  days,  in 
lieu  of  the  said  tax. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committefe  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  augmenting  the 
direct  tax  for  the  present  year,  so  that  it  may  be 

sufficient  to  procure thousand  nlen  at  — - — 

hundred  dollars  each. 

The  house  having  agreed  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tions, Mr.  It.  supported  their  general  propositions 
in  a speech  of  considerable  length  and  pungency. 
Mr.  Webster  opposed  the  resolves  generally.  Mr. 
Goldsboroug'n  wished  the  subject  referred  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole.  Mr.  Wright  was  sorry  that 
the  resolutions  were  introduced,  as  they  would  con- 
sume time,  and  produce  no  good,  intimating  that  a 
supply  of  money  would  be  more  useful  for  the  re- 
cruiting service.  Mr.  Grosvenor  was  opposed  to 
the  resolution  in  principle,  and  thought  it  was  also 
impracticable.  Mr.  Gholson,  without  offering  an 
opinion  on  the  resolutions,  thought  the  subject  re- 
quired serious  attention.  Mr.  Fisk  of  Vt.  opposed 
a postponement  of  the  resolutions;  he  thought  they 
were  susceptible  of  modifications  that  might  make 
them  efficient.  Mr.  Lowndes  objected  to  the  plan 
of  making  the  direct  tax  a means  of  raising  men. 
Mr.  Troup,  the  chairman  of  the  military  committee, 
spoke  at  length.  lie  expressed  no  opinion  on  these 
resolutions,  but  said  the  committee  were  prepared 
to  report  measures  provided  they  saw  a disposition 
in  the  house  to  support  them,  to  answer  the  purpo- 
ses of  these  resolves — or  words  to  this  effect:  and  he 
hoped  that  the  house  would  so  decide  on  them  as  to 
shew  its  real  views.  At  length  the  resolves  were 
ordered  to  be  printed  58  to  39. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Anacosta 
bridge  company,  and  the  engrossed  bil,l  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of  David  Hardin,  deceased,  were 
read  a third  time,  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate. 


Tuesday,  Feb  7. — Mr.  Shipherd,  of  N.  Y.  submit- 
ted a motiob  with  a view  to  raise  the  pay  of  the  mem- 
bers of  congress — in  explanation  he  alledged  as  one 
of  his  reasons  that  the  money  in  which  they  receiv- 
ed their  compensation  had  greatly  depreciated. — 
Among  other  remarks,  Mr.  Hall,  of  Geo.  said  that 
the  doings  of  congress  had  depreciated  at  least  as 
mud)  as  the  paper  with  which  they  were  paid.  The 
motion  was  lost — for  it  8,  against  it  99. 

[Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were  Messrs- 
Boyd,  Davis  of  Mass.  Fisk  of  Vt.  Grosvenor,  Hop- 
kins of  Ky.  Shipherd,  Sturges,  Thompson.] 

The  engrossed  bill  making  provision  for  subsist- 
ing the  armies  of  the  United  States  by  authorising 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  of  subsistence, 
was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  house  then,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  took 
up  the  bill  from  the  senate  appropriating  $>  500,009 
for  the  repair  of  the  public  buildings — after  consi- 
derable debate  the  committee  rose  and  reported  pro- 
gress, &.c.  [The  money  for  this  purpose  has  been 
offered  at  6 per  cent,  by  certain  banks  and  indivi- 
duals.] 

Wednesday,  Feb.  8. — Mr.  Troup,  from  the  military 
committee,  offered  certain  resolutions,  [which  we 
have  not  room  for  at  present]  in  honor  of  the  me- 
mory of  generals  Pike  and  Covington,  honorable  to 
gen.  Harrison,  lieut.  col.  Beaty,  lieut.  col.  Croghan, 
geuerals  Jackson,  Floyd  Coffee,  lieut.  col.  Arm- 
istead,  and  major  Lawrence,  which  were  twice  read 
and  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole.  Several 
reports  were  received  and  a good  deal  of  business 
forwarded.  The  bill  to  repair  the  public  edifices 
(on  the  present  scites)  was  ordered  to  a third  read- 
ing, by  yeas  and  nays:  yeas  67,  nays  55. 

Thursday,  Feb.  9i  The  bill  for  rebuilding  the 
public  edifices  was  passed  by  yeas  and  nays-^-yeas 
78— nays  63. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

JYeiv  York,  Feb.  8.  Extract  of  a letter  from  Bos- 
ton, dated  Feb.  6. — “The  privateer  Harpy,  arrived 
at  Salem  this  morning,  having  captured  seven  ves- 
sels— has  a full  cargo  of  dry  goods,  and  brings  Lon- 
don dates  to  the  2d,  and  verbal  accounts  to  the  25th 
December.— The  negotiations  were  still  going  On, 
and  peace  was  expected  immediately.  Petitions 
from  upwards  of  sixty  manufacturing  towns  in  Eng- 
land had  been  sent  to  parliament  for  a peace  with 
America — that  the  prince  regent  mentioned  in  his 
speech  to  Parliament  that  there  was  every  prcfspect 
of  a peace  with  the  United  States,  highly  honorable 
to  the  British  crown.  Sec.  Sec.  The  mail  is  closing. 

[It  will  be  recollected,  that*'  parliament  was  to 
meet  on  the  10th  November,  and  that  our  former 
dates  were  only  to  the  5th  of  Nov.] 

(IjAVe  give  the  above  for  just  as  much  as  it  is 
worth.  It  may  be  true. 

Off  We  have  a report  of  a complete  revolution  in 
Spain.  That  gen.  Mina  had  entered  Madrid  at  the 
head  of  140,000  men.  That  Ferdinand  the  fool  and 
the  ungrateful,  had  fled — that  old  Charles  was  “res- 
tored.” 

From,  th£  Savannah  Republican,  Jan.  31. 

NEW  ORLEANS. 

Richard  Riehartlson,  esq.  of  this  place,  arrived  here,  a fe  w mi- 
nutes since,  from  Darien,  ».t  which  place  he  saw  and  conversed 
with  captain  Edward  F.  Tat  nail,  of  the  United  States’  army,  who 
informed  him  that  a British  bomb-ship  arrived  at  St.  Mary’s,  on 
Friday  last,  (i7th)  from  the  squadron  off  New-Qrieans,  jn  a pas- 
sage of  six  or  seven  days,  the  officers  of  which  stated,  that  a ge- 
neral engagement  had  taken  plage  [meaning  no  doubt  that  of  the 
8th  nit. j between  .the  American  and  British  armies,  in  which  the 
latter  was  totally  defeated— the  destruction  of  the  British  officers 
was  so  great  that  there  were  scarcely  any  left  to  conduct  the  ba- 
lance of  the  British  army  oft'  the  field;  that  the  expedition  against 
New-Orleaus  ha/l  been  abandoned,  and  that  the  remainder  oi  it 
would  be  turned  against  Savannah. 


WILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER. 

No.  25  of’vol.  VII.]  BAL'ri.vrOKE,  SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  18,  1815.  [whole  so.  181. 


Hcec  olim  meminisse  juvabit. — Virgil. 


Glorious  News  ! 

Orleans  saved  and  peaqe  concluded. 

“The  star  spangled  banner  in  triumph  shall  wave 

“O’er  the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave." 

The  matters  detailed  and  recorded  in  the 
present  number  of  the  Register,  are  of  in- 
calculable importance.  The  enemy  lias  retir 
ed  in  disgrace  from  New-Orleans,  and  peace 
was  signed  at  Ghent  on  the  24th  December,  on 
honorable  terms  : At  least,  so  we  believe  from 
the  doleful  s of  the  British  ministerialists.  For 
particulars,  see  the  several  heads. 

In  our  next  paper,  as  we  hope  by  that  time 
to  be  a little  more  composed  under  those  joy 
ful  tidings,  we  shall  endeavor  to  arrange  a 
great  mass  of  interesting  matter  that  lies  over 
for  insertion. 

Who  would  not  he  an  American  ? Long 
live  the  republic!  All  hail ! last  asylum  of 
oppressed  humanity  ! Peace  is  signed  in  the 
arms  of  victory ! 

§^*The  present  number  was  held  back  on 
the  hope  of  obtaining  a copy  of  the  Treaty. 
See  page  397. 
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His  loss  on  this  ground,  since  the  debarkation  of 
his  troops,  as  stated  by  the  last  prisoners  and  desert- 
ers, and  as  confirmed  by  many  additional  circum- 
stances, must  have  exceeded  four  thousand  ; and 
was  greater  in  the  action  of  the  8th  than  was  esti- 
mated, from  the  most  correct  data  then  in  his  pos- 
session, by  the  inspector-general,  whose  report  has 
been  forwarded  to  you.  We  succeeded,  on  the  8th, 
in  getting  from  the  enemy  about  1000  s’tar.d  of  arms 
of  various  descriptions. 

Since  the  action  of  the  8 h,  the  enemy  have  been 
allowed  very  little  respite — my  artillery  from  both 
sides  of  the  river  being  constantly  employed,  till 
the  night,  and  indeed  until  the  hour  of  their  retreat, 
in  annoying  them.  No  doubt  they  thought  it  quite 
time  to  quit  a position  in  which  so  little  rest  could 
be  found. 

I am  advised  by  major  Overton,  who  command^ 
at  fort  St.  Philip,  in  a letter  of  the  18th,  that  the 
enemy  Inning  bombarded  his  fort  for  8 or  9 days 
from  13  inch  mortars  without  effect,  had,  on  the 
morning  of  that  day,  retired.  1 have  little  doubt 
that  he  would  have  been  able  to  have  sunk  their  ves- 
sels had  they  attempted  to  run  by. 

Giving  the  proper  weight  to  all  these  considera- 
tions, I believejyou  will  not  think  me  too  sanguine  in 
the  belief  that  Louisiana  is  now  clear  of  its  enemy. 
I hope,  however,  1 need  not  assure  you,  that  where- 
ver I command,  such  a belief  shall  never  occasion 
any  relaxation  in  the  measures  for  resistance.  I am 
but  too  sensible  that  the  moment  when  the  en°my  is 
opposing  us,  is  not  the  most  proper  to  provide  for 
them. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

JMaj.  gen.  comd'g. 
P.  S.  On  the  18lh  our  prisoners  on  shore  were  de- 
livered us,  an  exchange  having  been  previously 
agreed  to.  Those  who  are  on  board  the  fleet  will 
be  delivered  at  Petit  Coquille — after  which  I shall 
still  have  in  my  hands  an  excess  of  several  hundred. 

20th — Mr.  Shields,*  purser  in  the  navy,  has  to-day 
taken  54  prisoners  ; among  them  are  four  officers. 

A.  J. 


New  Orleans  preserved. 

Copy  °f  a letter  from  major-general  Jackson  to  the  se- 
cretary of  ~.oar,  dated 

Head-quarters,  7th  military  district, 

C*pip  4 miles  below  New-Orleans,  19th  Jan.  1815. 
Last  night  at  12  o’clock,  the  enemy  precipitately 
decamped  and  returned  to  their  boats,  leaving  be- 
hind him,  under  medical  attendance,  eighty  of  his 
wounded  including  two  officers,  14  pieces  of  his 
heavy  artillery,  and  a quant  ity  of  shot,  having  de- 
stroyed much  of  his  powder.  Such  was  the  situa- 
tion of  the  ground  which  he  abandoned,  and  of  that 
through  which  he  retired,  protected  by  canals,  re- 
doubts, entrenchments  and  swamps  on  his  right, 
and  the ‘river  on  his  left,  that  I could  not  without 
encountering  a risk,  which  true  policy  did  not  seem 
to  require,  or  to  authorize,  attempt  to  annoy  him 
much  on  his  retreat.  We  took  only  eight  prisoners. 

Whether  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  eiiemv  to  aban- 
don the  expedition  altogether,  or  renew  his  efforts 
at  some  other  point,  I do  not  pretend  to  <^1  ermine 
with  positiveness.  Tn  my  own  mind,  however,  there 
is  but  little  doubt  that  his  last  exertions  have  been 
made  in  this  quarter,  at  any  rate  for  the  present 
season,  and  by  the  next  I hope  we  shall  be  fully  pre- 
pared for  him.  In  this  belief  I am  strengthened  not 
only  by  the  prodigious  loss  he  has  sustained  at  the 
position  he  had  just  quitted,  but  bv  the  failure  of 
his  fleet  to  pass  fort  St.  Philip. 

VOL.  VII.  z 


*1  have  the  honor  to  claim  the  gallant  Shields  as  one  of  my  most 
respected  friends.  I have  letters  from  him  of  the  loth  and  17th  ult. 
He  says,  “the  day  after  the  gun-boats  wore  taken  I was  sent  down 
under  a flag  of  truce  to  ascertain  the  fate  of  our  officers  and  men, 
with  power  to  negotiate  an  exchange,  especially  for  the  wounded. 
But  the  enemy  would  make  no  terms — they  treated  the  flag  with 
contempt,  and  myself  and  the  surgeon,  who  was  with  me,  as  pri- 
soners, until  the  12th  inst.  He  has  now  lowered  his  tone,  and  begs 
the  exchange  that  we  offered.  Defeat  has  humbled  the  arrogance 
of  the  enemy,  WHO  HAD  PROMISED  HIS  SOLDIERS  FOR- 
TY-EIGHT HOURS  PILLAGE  AND  RAPINE  OF  THE 
CITY  OF  NEW-ORLEANS!!” 

Our  beloved  Jackson  deserves  immortality.  He  was  always  in 
the  hottest  and  thickest  of  the  light;  and  although  his  health  is 
much  impaired  he  still  sticks  to  his  post.  We  pray  the  Almighty 
to  spare  him 

“Every  movement  of  the  enemy  indicates  a retreat.  I am  just 
starting  on  a secret  business  to  avenge  myself.  If  I succeed,  the 
affair  will  be  creditable  to  me— if  I fail,  the  world,  at  least,  shall 
say  “there  lived  a man.” 

We  have  not  yet  the  particulars  of  Mr.  Shields'  successful  enters 
prize;  but,  I flatter  myself  when  they  come  to  hand,  they  will  re- 
dound no  little  to  the  honor  of  my  generous  high-minded  friend, 
and  perhaps  add  a ray  of  glory  to  the  blaze  that  encircles  the 
American  navy.  Mr.  S.  was  a volunteer. 

He  states  that  our  five  gun-boats  had  a complement  of  200  men— 
they  were  attacked  by  forty-five  boats  carrying  1200  men.  The 
figlit'against  such  fearful  odds  lasted  one  hour  and  fifty  minutes — 
we  had  only  five  killed  and  thirty  wounded;  the  enemy  acknow- 
ledge a loss  of  100;  but  Mr.  Shields  adds  “we  may  with  perfect 
safety  double  that  number.”  ’ [Ed,  Jieg. 
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Head- quarters,  7th  military  district  not  half  buried.  They  left  70  of  their  wounded  in 

Adjutant-general’s  office,  Jackson’s,  lines,  [their  camp,  anti  two  surgeons,  with  a request  from 
below  Orleans,  January  I6tl»  1815.  . _ ’ . i T i l.  . A, 

for  the  general  Lambert  .to  general  Jackson  to  consider  them 

as  prisoners  of  \^ar;  they  being  mangled  in  such  a 
manner  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  by  our  cannon, 
that  they  found  it  impossible  to  take  them  oflf.- 


Sir — I have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose 
information  of  the  war  department,  a report  of  the 
killed,  wounded  and  missing  of  the  army  under  the 
command  of  major  general  Jackson  in  the  different 
actions  with  the  enemy  since  their  landing. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,. 

ROBERT  BUTLER,  Adj.  gen. 
Brigadier  general  D.  Parker, 

Adj.  and  Inspr  general,  Washington. 

Report  of  the  killed , 7 rounded  and  missing  of  the  army  under  the 
command  of  major-general  Andrew  Jackson  in  the  actions  oj  the 
23d and  23th  December,  1 81J,  and  the  1st  and  8th  January , 1815, 
with  the  enemy. 

Action  of  December  23J,.  1814. 

Killed. — Artilleryman  1;  7th  D.  S.  infantry,  1 lieutenant, 
(M'Cleflan);  1 st-rgeant,  1 corporal,  4 privates;  44th  do.  7 privates; 
genual  Coffee’s  brigade  volunteer  mounted  gun  men,  1 lieutenant 
colonel,  (Lauderdale)  1 captain  (Pace),  1 lieutenant  (Samuel 
Brooks)  2 sergeants,.  4 privates.'— Total  killed  24. 

Wounded. — General  staff,  1 colonel  (colonel  Piatt);  7th  U. 
infantry,  1 captain  (A.  A.  Whitt  ),  1 ensign,  1 sergeant,  2 corporals* 
23  privates;  44th  do.  2 lieutenants,  3 sergeants,  2 corporals,  19 
privates;  general  Coffee’s  brigade.  1 colonel,  2 lieutenant-colonels, 

1 captain,  2 !i,  utenants,  1 quarter-masttr-sergeant,  3 sergeants,  2 
corporals,  1 musician,  30  privates;  Nt  vv-Orleans  volunteer  corps, 

1 captain,  2 sergeants,  7 privates;  volunteers  of  color,  1 adjutant 
and  ft  privates — Total  wounded,  115. 

Missing. — General  Coffee’s  brigade,  1 major,  2 captains,  3 lieu- 
tenants, l quarter-master,  3 ensigns  or  cornets,. 4 sergeants,  1 corpo- 
ral. 2 musicians,  57  privates. — Total  missing,  74. 

Total  killed,  wounded  and  missing  on  the  23d— 213. 

Action  of  December  28,  1814. 

Killed.— General  Coffee’s  brigade* .1; private;  New-Orleans  volun- 
teer company,  1 private;  general  Carroll’s  division  of  Tennessee 
militia,  1 e lone!  (Henderson),  1 sergeant,  5 privates.— Total  7. 

Wounded. — Marines,  1-  major  (Carmick),  New-Orleans  volunteer 
company,  3 privates;  general  Carroll’s  division,  1 lieutenant, .3  pri- 
vates.— Total  wounded  8. 

, Missing.— None. 

Total  killed,  wounded  and  mfssflng  on  this  day,  T5.- 
Action  of  the  1st  January,  18  -5. 

Killed.— ‘ Artillery,  navy  and  volunteers  at  batteries,  8 privates; 
44th  do.  1 private;  general  Coffee’s  brigade,  1 sergeant;  general 
Carroll’s  division,  1 private. — Total  11, 

Wounded. — Artillery,  navy  and  volunteers  at  batteries  8;  7th  U. 
S.  infantry,  1 private;  44th  do.  3;  Coffee’s  brigade  2;  New-Orleans 
volunteers,  3 privates;  Carroll’s  division,  l sergeant,  2 privates; 
volunteers  of  color,  1 lieutenant,  1 sergeant,  I private — Total  23. 
Missing. — None. 

Total  of  killed,  wounded  and  missing  this  day,  34. 

ACTION  ON  BOTH  SIDES  THE  RIVER. 

8th  January  1815. 

KILLED— Artillery,  navy,  and  volunteers  at  batteries,  3 pri- 
vates; 7th  U.  S.  infantry,  1 sergeant,  1 corporal;  Coffee’s  brigade, 
l private;  Carroll’s  division,  1 sergeant,  3 privates;  Kentucky 
militia,  1 private;  majors  Lacoste’s  and  Dacquin’s  volunteers  of 
color,  l private;  gen.  Morgan’s  militia,  l private— total  killed 
—1 3. 

WOUNDED.— Avtillery,Tcc.  1 private;  7th  U.  S.  infantry,  1 
private;  gen.  Carroll’s  division,  1 ensign,  1 sergeant,  6 privates; 
Kentucky  militia,  l adjutant,  1 corporal,  and  10  privates;  volun- 
teers of  color,  1 ensign,  3 sergeants,  1 corporal,  8 privates;  gen. 
Morgan’s  militia,  2 sergeants.  2 privates— total  wounded,  39. 
MISSING— Kentucky  militia,  4 privates;  Morgan’s  militia,  15 
[ privates— total  19;  total  killed,  wounded  and  missing  this  day  71. 
NOTE.— Of  the  killed,  wounded  and  missing  on  this  day,  but  6 
killed  and  7 woundei  in  the  action  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
river,  the  residue  in  a sortie  after  the  action,. and  in  the  action  on 
the  west  bank. 

RECAPITULATION, 

Total  killed  55 

Total  wounded  185 

Total  missing  93 


Grand  total  333 

Truly  reported  from  those  on  file  in  this  office. 

\ ROBERT  BUTLER, 

Adj  utant-general , 

Adjutant-generaJ’s  office, 

New-Orleans.  January  16,18 '5. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  an  officer  in  the  XI.  S.  army  to  his 
friend  in  this  city,  dated 

Gamp,  near  New-Orleans,  January20, 1815. 

The  enemy  have  at  len  th  taken  their  departure, 
after  having  remained  on  the  banks  of  the  Missis- 
sippi for  four  weeks,  within  five  miles  of  New-Or- 
leans. They  left  their  encampment  on  the  n ght  of 
the  18th  instant,  in  the  most  secret  and  precipitate 
■manner;  they  left  on  the  field  16  pieces  of  cannon, 
their  equipments  and  an  immense  number  of  ball; 


Among  the  number  are  several  officers.  We  had 
an  exchange  of  prisoners  a day  or  two  before  they 
left  here,  those  taken  in  the  gun-boats  and  about  40 
we  lost  on  the  night  of  the  23d  ult. — We  also  re- 
ceived an  express  from  fort  St.  Philip  yesterday. — 
The  British  fleet  left  there  and  returned  down  the 
river  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  inst.  after  a bom- 
bardment of  nine  days,  during  which  time  they 
threw  better  than  1000  shells  in  and  about  the  fort; 
we  have  ascertained  the  enemy’s  loss  to  be  better 
than  two  thousand  on  the  8th,  and  by  their  own  ac- 
counts since  the  evening  of  the  23d  they  have  lost 
3,600  men,  while  ours  does  not  amount  to  100  in 
killed  and  wounded;  we  are  also  perfectly  acquaint- 
ed with  their  regiments  and  strength,  they  had  land- 
ed 9,400.  General  Gibbs  is  also  dead. 

From  the  Mississippi  Republican — Extra. 

New  Orleans,  Jan.  20,  1815. 
Jllessrs.  Isler  and  M Curdy — Gentlemen — Imme- 
diately after  the  repulse  of  the  British  forces,  on 
the  8th  inst.  they  commenced  active  preparations  fo  ? 
a re-embarkation  of  the  troops.  All  the  sick  and 
wounded  were  sent  on  Ixurd,  together  with  such 
baggage  and  munitions  of  war  as  could  be  safely 
spared.  During  these  operations,  the  enemy  kept 
up  a menacing,  attitude — frequent  indications  were 
given  of  an  intention  to  renew  the  attack  on  our 
lines,  and  vigorous  works  of  defence  were  thrown  up 
in  front  of  our  camp.  The  rear  of  their  army  retired 
first,  while  they  displayed  a numerous  body  of  men 
to  our  view,  and  at  night  their  fires  seemed  rather 
to  increase  than  diminish.  They  had  erected  batte- 
ries to  cover  their  retreat,  in  advantageous  positi- 
ons, from  their  original  encampment,,  to  the  bayou 
through  which  they  entered  lake  Bourgne.  The  can- 
non placed  on  these  batteries  could  have  raked  a 
pursuing  army  in  every  direction,  and  any  attempt 
to  storm  them  would  have  been  attended  with  great 
slaughter  indeed.  Having  made  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements, on  the  night  of  the  18th  inst.  the 
whole  army  precipitately  retreated  to  their  boats, 
which  were  prepared  to  receive  them,  leaving  behind 
about  20  pieces  of  artillery,  which  were  spiked,  and 
from  120  to  130  prisoners,  including  the  wounded 
who  could  not  be  conveniently  removed.  On  the 
morning  of  the  19th,  the  cavalry,  commanded  by 
m.ij.  Hinds,  were  ordered  to  pursue  the  enemy,  anti 
make  prisoners  of  such  as  could  be  overtaken,  and 
ascertain  whether  the  enemy  had  re-embarked  his 
whole  force  or  not.  This  duty  was  performed  by 
that  valuable  officer  with  his  usual  vigilance  and 
promptitude.  I joined  in  the  pursuit,  and  had  the 
pleasure  of  receiving  the  surrender  of  about  ninety 
prisoners,  including  the  wounded  who  had  been  left 
by  the  British  commander  to  the  mercy  of  general 
Jackson.  X accompanied  the  surgeon  who  remained 
with  those  sent  to  the  head-quarters  of  the  general, 
who  confirmed  the  assurances  I had  previously  given 
that  the  unfortunate  wounded  prisoners,  who  had 
thus  fallen  into  our  hands,  should  be  treated  with 
the  utmost  humanity.  The  watch-word  and  counter- 
sign of  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  was, 
BEAUTY  and  BOOTY;  Comment  is  unnecessary  on 
'.hesc.  significant  allusions  held  cut  to  a licentious 
soldiery.  Had  victory  declared  on  their  side,  the 
scenes  of  Havre  de  Grace, of  Hampton, of  Alexandria, 
and  of  St.  Sebastians, would  without  doubt  have  been 
re-acted  at  New  Orleans,  with  all  the  unfeeling  and 
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fere  contending.  But  Heaven  be  praised,  we 
relieved  from  all  apprehension;  our  arms  have  been 
Crowned  with  triumphant  success;  the  enemy  is 
driven  in  disgrace  from  our  soil,  and  I trust  ere 
long  our  shores  will  be  redeemed  from  the  desolat- 
ing visits  of  Iris  majesty's  army  and  navy. 

Information  has  this  moment  arrived,  that  Thomas 
Shields,  who  whs  lately  confined  on  board  the  Bri- 
tish fleet,  has  made  an  attack  on  some  of  the  boats 
of  the  enemy;  and  taken  fifty-four  prisoners. 

I am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  POINDEXTER. 


Copy  of  a letter  from  captain  Henley , commanding  late 
United  States'  schooner  Carolina , to  commodore 
Patterson , dated 

New-Orleans,  December  28th,  1814. 
Sir — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  after  you 
left  here  on  the  26th  instant,  in  pursuance  to  your 
order,  every  possible  exertion  was  made  to  move 
the  schooner  Carolina  higher  up  the  river  and  near 
general  Jackson’s  camp,  without  success;  the  wind 
being  at  N.  N.  W.  and  blowing  fresh  and  too  scant 
to  get  under  way,  and  the  current  too  rapid  to  move 
her  by  warping,  which  1 had  endeavored  to  do  with 
my  crew. 

At  day-light  on  the  morning  of  the  2?th;  the  ene- 
my opened  upon  the  Carolina  a battery  of  five  guns 
from  which  they  threw  shells  and  hot  shot;  returned 
their  fire  with  the  long  12-pounder,  the  only  gun  on 
board  which  could  reach  across  the  river,  the  re- 
mainder of  her  battery  being  light  12  pound  carro- 
m.des. 

The  air  being  light  and  at  north;  rendered  it  irh-  j 
possible  to  get  under  way;  the  second  shot  fired  by 
the  enemy  lodged  in  the  schooner’s  main  hold,  under 
her  cables,  and  in  such  a situation  as  not  be  come  at, 
and  fired  her,  which  rapidly  progressed;  finding  that 
hot  shot  were  passing  through  her  cabin  and  filling 
room,  which  contained  a considerable  quantity  of 
powder;  her  bulwarks  all  knocked  down  by  the  ene- 
my’s shot,  the  vessel  in  a sinking  situation,  and  the 
fire  encreasing,  and  expecting  every  moment  that 
she  would  blow  up,  at  a little  after  sunrire  I reluc- 
tantly gave  orders  for  the  crew  to  abandon  her, 
Which  was  effected,  with  the  loss  of  One  killed  and 
six  wounded;  a short  time  after  I had  succeeded  in 
getting  the  crew  on  shore,  I had  the  extreme  morti- 
fication of  seeing  her  blow  up. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the 
able  assistance  I received  from  lieutenants  Norris 
and  Crowley, 'and  sailing-master  Hatter,  and  to  say 
that  my  officers  and  crew  behaved  on  this  occasion, 
as  well  as  on  the  23d  when  under  your  own  eye,  in  a 
most  gallant  manner. 

Almost  every  article  of  clothing  belonging  to  the 
officers  and  crew,  from  the  rapid  progress  of  the  fire, 
was  involved  in  the  destruction  of  the  vessel. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully;  your 
obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JOHN  D.  HENLEY. 

P-  S.  I have  not  made  out  a detailed  account  of 
the  action  on  the  night  of  the  23d,  as  you  were  on 
board  during  the  whole  action. 

Captain  Daniel  T.  Tatterson,  commanding 
United  States*  naval  forces  on  the  New- 
Orleans  station. 

Copies  of  letters  from  commodore  Patterson , command- 
ing our  naval  force  on  the  Orleans  station , to  tlte 
secretary  of  the  ruivy , dated 

U.  S.  ship  Louisiana,  4 miles  bek>w  New-Orleans, 

29th  December,  1314. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  on  the 
morning  ot  the  28th  instant,  at  about  half  past,  seven, 
perceived  our  advanced  guard  retreating  towards 
utir  lines— the  enemy  pursuing;  fired  shot,  'shells, 
and  rockets,  from  field  artillery,  with  which  the\ 
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advanced  on  the  road  behind  the  levee;  sprung  the 
ship  to  bring  the  starboard  guns  to  bear  upon  the 
enerm ; at  2o  minutes  past  8 A.  M.  the  enemy  opened 
their  lire  upon  the  ship,  with  shells,  hot  shot,  and 
rockets,  which  was  instantly  returned  with  great 
spirit  and  much  apparent  effect,  and  continued  with- 
out intermission  till  1 P.  M.  when  the  enemy  slack- 
ened their  fire,  and  retreated  with  a part  of  their  ar- 
tillery from  each  of  their  batLries,  evidently  with 
great  loss.  Two  attempts  were  made  to  screen  one 
heavy  piece  of  ordnance  mounted  behind  the  levee/ 
with  which  they  threw  hot  shot  at  the  ship,  and 
which  had  been  a long  time  abandoned  before  they 
succeeded  in  recovering  it,  and  then  it  must  have 
b.en  with  very  great  loss,  as  I distinctly  saw,  v.  i If 
the  aid  of  my  glass,  several  shot  strike  in  the  midst 
of  the  men  (seamen)  who  were  employed  dragging  it 
away.  At  3 P.  M.  the  enemy  were  silenced;  at  4 P. 
-M.  ceased  firing  from  the  ship,  the  enemy  having 
retired  beyond  the  range  of  her  guns.  Many  of  their 
shot  passed  over  the  ship,  and  their  shells  burst 
over  her  decks,  which  were  strewed  with  their  frag- 
ments; yet,  after  an  incessant  cannonading  of  up- 
wards of  seven  hours,  during  which  time  eight  hun- 
dred shot  were  fired  from  the  ship,  one  man  only 
was  wounded  slightly,  by  the  piece  of  a shell,  and 
one  shot  passed  between  the  bowsprit  and  heel  of 
the  jib-boom. 

The  enemy  drew  up  his  whole  force,  evidently 
with  an  intention  of  assaulting  gen.  Jackson’s  lines, 
under  cover  of  his  heavy  cannon,  but  his  connonad- 
ing  being  so  warmly  returned  from  tlie  lines  ami 
ship  Louisiana,  caused  him,  I presume,  to  abandon 
his  project,  as  he  retired  without  making  the  at- 
tempt. You  will  have  learned  by  my  former  let  •, 
ters;  that  the  crew  of  the  Louisiana  is  composed 
men  of  all  nations,  (English  excepted)  taken  from 
the  streets  of  New-Orleans  not  a fortnight  before 
the  battle;  yet  I never  knew  guns  better  served,  or 
a more  animated  fire,  than  was  supported  from  hen 

Lieut.  C.  C.  B.  Thompson  deserves  great  credit 
for  the  discipline  to  which  in  so  short  a time  he  had 
brought  such  men,  two-thirds  of  whom  do  not  un- 
derstand English. 

General  Jackson  having  applied  foi*  officers  and 
seamen  to  wo  k the  heavy  cannon  on  his  lines  fur- 
nished by  me,  lieutenants  Norris  and  Crowley,  of 
late  schooner  Carolina,  instantly  volunteered,  ami 
with  the  greater  part  of  her  crew  were  sent  to  those 
cannon,  which  they  served  during  the  action  herein 
detailed.  The  enemy  must  have  suffered  a great 
loss  in  that  day’s  action,  by  the  heavy  firo  from 
this  ship  and  gen.  Jackson’s  lines.  Where  ti  e c mm  rt 
was  of  heavy  calibre,  and  served  with  great  spirt  . 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  cansider.itii  rf 
and  respect, your  obedient  servant; 

DANLi.  T.  PATTERSON. 
The  hon.  secretary  af  the 

J\avyy  Washington  city. 

Marine  battery,  five  miles  below  New  Oiiea  nit 
13th  January,  1315. 

Sir — 1 have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  during 
the  2d  and  3d  inst.  I landed  from  the  ship  and 
mounted,  as  ihe  former  ones,  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  four  more  12  plunders,  and  erected  a fur- 
nace for  heating  shot,  to  destroy  a number  of  build- 
ings which  intervened  between  gei..  lackson’s  line'* 
and  the  camp  of  the  enemy,  and  occupied  by  him i 
On  the  evening  of  the  4th,  I succeeded  in  firing  it 
number  of  them,  andsome  rice  stacks  by  my  lnt  shot.' 
which  the  enemy  attempted. to  extinguish,  notwith- 
standing the  heavy  fire  I kept  up,  but  which  at 
length  compelled  them  todesis.  On  the  6th  and  7d!., 
I erected  another  furnace,  and  mounted  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  two  more  24  pounders,  which  had  beed 
brought  up  from  the  Bbigish  Turn,  by  the  ex- 
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ertions  of  colonel  Caldwell,  of  the  drafted  militia  o. 
tills  state,  and  brought  Within  and  mounted  on  the 
entrenchments  on  this  side  of  the  river,  one  12 
pounder;  in  addition- to  which,  gen.  Morgan,  com- 
manding the  militia  on  this  side,  planted  two  brass 
six  pound  field  pieces  in  his  lines,  which  were  in 
complete,  having  been  commenced  only  on  the  4tli; 
these  three  pieces  were  the  only  cannon  on  the  lines, 
all  the  others  being  mounted  on  the  bank  of  the 
river,  with  a view  to  aid  the  right  of  gen.  J .rnkson  s 
lines  on  the  opposite  shore,  and  to  fl*nk  the  enemy 
should  they  attempt  to  march  up  the  road  leading 
along  the  levee,  or  erect  batteries  on  the  same,  of 
course  could  render  no  aid  in  defence  of  general 
Morgan’s  lines.  My  battery  was  manned  in  part 
from  the  crew  of  the  ship,  and  in  part  by  militia  de- 
tailed for  that  service  by  general  Morgan,  as  I had 
not  seamen  enough  to  fully  man  them. 

During  greater  part  of  the  7th,  reconoitered  the 
enemy  at  Villere’s  plantation,  whose  canal,  I was 
informed,  they  were  deepening  and  opening  to  the 
river,  for  the  purpose- of  getting  their  launches  m, 
which  upon  examination  with  my  glass  I found  to 
be  true,  and  informed  general  Jackson  of  my  obser- 
vations by  letters,  copies  of  which  I enclose  here- 
with; a reinforcement  to  general  Morgan’s  militia; 
WiM  made  in  consequence,  consisting  of  about  400 
militia  from  Kentucky,  very  badly  armed  or  equip- 
ped, the  general  not  having  arms  to  furnish  them, 
who  arrived  on  this  side  on  the  morning  of  the  8lh, 
much  fatigued.  At  1 A.  M.  finding  that  the  ene- 
my had  succeeded  in  launching  their  barges  into 
the  river,  I despatched  my  aid-de-camp,  Mr.  R.  D. 
Sheppeid,  to  inform  general  Jackson  of  the  circum- 
stance, and  that  a very  uncommon  stir  was  observ- 
ed in  the  enemy’s  camp  and  batteries  on  the  banks 
of  the  river,  and  stating  again  the  extreme  weak- 
ness of  this  side  of  the  river,  and  urging  a reinforce- 
ment. I would  have  immediately  dropped  down 
with  tiie  Louisiana  upon  their  barges,  but  to  do  so 
1 must  have  withdrawn  all  the  men  from  the  battery 
on  shore,  which  I deemed  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance, and  exposed  to  fire  by  hot  shot  from  the  ene 
my’s  batteries,  mounting  6 long  18  pounders,  which 
protected  their  barges;  and  at  this  time  she  had  on 
board  a large  quantity  of  powder,  for  the  supply  of 
her  own  guns,  and  those  on  shore,  most  of  which  was 
above  the  surface  of  the  water,  consequently  exposed 
to  their  hot  shot. 

General  Morgan  despatched  the  Kentuckians  im- 
mediately on  their  arrival,  about  5 A.  M.  to  reinforce 
a party  which  had  been  sent  out  early  on  the  night 
of  the  7th,  to  watch  and  oppose  the  landing  of  the 
enemy,  but  who  retreated  after  a few  shot  from  the 
enemy  within  the  lines,  where  they  were  immediate- 
ly posted,  in  their  station,  on  the  extreme  Fight.  At 
day  light,  the  enemy  opened  a heavy  cannonade  upon 
general  Jackson’s  lines,  and  my  battery,  leading 
their  troops  under  cover  of  their  cannon  lo  the  as- 
sault of  the  lines,  which  they  attempted  on  the  right 
and  left,  but  principally  on  the  latter  wing;  they 
were  met  by  a most  tremendous  and  incessant  fire  of 
artillery  and  musketry,  which  compelled  them  to 
retreat  with  precipitation,  leaving  the  ditch  filled, 
and  tlie  field  strewed  with  their  dead  and  wounded. 
My  battery  was  opened  upon  them  simultaneously 
with  those  from  our  lines,  flanking  the  enemy  both 
injhis  advance  and  retreat  with  round,  grape  and  can- 
nister,  which  must  have  proved  extremely  destruc 
live,  as  in  their  haste  and  confusion  to  retreat  they 
crowded  the  top  of  the  levee,  affording  us  a most 
advantageous  opportunity  for  the  use  of  grape  and 
cannister,  which  I used  to  the  greatest  advantage. 
While  thus  engaged  with  the  enemy  on  the  opposite 
shore,  I was  informed  they  had  effected  their  land- 


ing on  this  side,  and  were  advancing  to  general  Mor- 
gan’s breast  work.  I immediately  ordered  the  offi- 
cers in  command  of  my  guns  to  turn  them  in  their 
enibrazures,  and  point  them  to  protect  general  Mor- 
gan’s right  wing,  whose  lines,  not  extending  to  the 
swamp,  and  those  weakly  manned,  I apprehended 
the  enemy’s  out  flanking  him  on  that  wing,  which 
order  was  promptly  executed  by  captain  Henley  and 
the  officers  stationed  at  the  battery  under  a heavy 
and  well  directed  fire  of  shot  and  shells  from  the 
enemy  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river ; at  this 
time  the  enemy’s  force  had  approached  general  Mor- 
gan’s lines,  under  the  cover  of  a shower  of  rockets, 
and  charged  in  despite  of  the  fire  from  a 12  pounder 
and  field  pieces  mounted  on  the  lines  as  before 
stated,  when,  in  a few  minutes,  I had  the  extreme 
mortification  and  chagrin  to  observe  general  Mor- 
gan’s right  wing,  composed  as  hereinmentioned  of 
the  Kentucky  militia,  commanded  by  major  Davis, 
abandon  their  breast  work  and  flying  in  a most 
shameful  and  dastardly  manner,  almost  without  a 
shot  ; which  disgraceful  example,  after  firing  a few, 
rounds,  was  soon  followed  by  the  whole  of  general 
Morgan’s  command,  notwithstanding  every  exertion 
was  made  by  him,  his  staff'  and  several  officers  of 
the  city  militia,  to  keep  them  to  their  posts  ; by  the 
great  exertions  of  those  officers  a short  stand  was 
effected  on  the  field,  when  a discharge  of  rockets 
from  the  enemy  caused  them  again  to  retreat  in  sucli 
a manner  that  no  efforts  could  stop  them.  Finding 
myself  thus  abandoned  by  the  force  T relied  upon  to 
protect  my  battery,  I was  most  reluctantly  and  with 
inexpressible  pain,  after  destroying  my  powder  and 
spiking  my  cannon,  compelled  to  abandon  them, 
having  only  thirty  officers  and  seamen  with  me.  A 
part  of  the  militia  were  rallied  at  a saw  mill  canal, 
about  two  miles  above  the  lines  from  which  they  had 
fled  and  there  encamped.  I ordered  the  Louisiana 
to  be  warped  up,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a 
supply  of  ammunition,  and  mounting  other  cannon, 
remaining  myself  to  aid  general  Morgan.  A larger 
reinforcement  of  militia  having  been  immediately 
dispatched  by  general  Jackson  to  this  side,  every  ar- 
rangement was  made  by  general  Morgan  to  dislodge 
the  enemy  from  his  position,  when  he  precipitately 
retreated,  carrying  with  him  the  two  field  pieces 
and  a brass  hovvitz,  after  having  first  set  fire  to  the 
platform  and  gun  carriages  on  my  battery,  two  saw 
mills,  and  all  the  bridges  between  him  and  general 
Morgan’s  troops,  and  re-crossed  the  river,  and  secu- 
red his  boats,  by  hauling  them  into  his  canal.  On 
the  9th,  we  re-occupied  our  former  ground,  and  re- 
covered all  the  cannon  in  my  battery,  which  I imme- 
diately commenced  drilling  and  re -mounting.  And 
on  the  evening  of  the  10th,  had  two  24  pounders 
mounted  and  ready  for  service,  on  the  left  flank  of  a 
new  and  more  advantageous  position.  From  the  10th 
to  the  present  date,  I have  been  much  engaged  ill 
mounting  my  12  pounders,  along  the  breast  work 
erected  by  general  Morgan  on  this  new  position, 
having  three  24  pounders  (with  a furnace)  to  front 
the  river,  and  flank  general  Jackson’s  lines  on  the 
opposite  bank,  from  which  we  fired  upon  the  enemy 
wherever  he  appeared  ; our  present,  position  is  now 
so  strong,  that  there  is  nothing  to  apprehend  should 
the  enemy  make  another  attempt  on  this  side. 

To  captain  Henley,  who  has  been  with  me  since 
the  destruction  of  his  schooner,  and  who  was  wound- 
ed on  the  8th,  I am  much  indebted  for  his  aid  on 
every  occasion,  and  to  the  officers  commanding  the 
different  guns  in  my  battery,  for  their  great  exer- 
tions at  all  times,  but  particularly  on  the  trying 
event  of  the  8th.  The  exertions  of  general  Morgan, 
his  staff  and  several  of  the  officers  of  the  city  mili- 
tia, excited  my  highest  respect ; and  I deem  it  my 
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duty  to  say  that  had  the  drafted  and  city  militia  been 
alone  on  that  day,  that  I believe  they  would  have 
done  much  better ; but  the  flight  of  the  Kentuc- 
kians, paralized  their  exertions  and  produced  a re- 
treat, which  could  not  be  checked.  The  two  brass 
field  pieces,  manned  entirely  by  militia  of  the  city, 
were  admirably  served,  nor  were  they  abandoned 
till  deserted  by  their  comrades,  one  of  which  was 
commanded  by  Mr.  Ilosmer,  of  captain  Simpson’s 
company,  the  other  by  a Frenchman,  whose  name 
I know  not.  The  12  pounder  under  the  dilection  of 
actipg  midshipman  Phillibert,  was  served  till  the 
last  moment,  did  great  execution,  and  is  highly  ex- 
tolled by  general  Morgan.  The  force  of  the  enemy 
on  this  side  amounted  to  1,000  men,  and  from  the 
best  authority  I can  obtain,  their  loss  on  this  side,  I 
have  since  learned,  was  97  killed  and  wounded  ; 
among  the  latter  is  colonel  Thornton  who  command- 
ed ; of  the  former  five  or  six  have  been  discovered 
buried,  and  lying  upon  the  field  ; our  loss  was  one 
man  killed  and  several  wounded. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration 
and  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  T.  PATTERSON. 
The  hon  Secretary  of  the  navy , Washington,  city 
Marine  Battery,  5 miles  below  New-Orleans,  20th  Jan.  1815. 

Sin — I have  great  satisfaction  in  informing  you, 
that  the  enemy,  after  having  been  several  days  send- 
ing off  his  sick,  wounded  and  baggage,  retreated 
with  his  whole  force  on  the  night  of  the  18th,  and, 
as  I learn,  completed  the  embarkation  of  his  troops 
about  midnight  yesterday ; leaving  in  his  hospital 
83  wounded,  who  could  not  be  removed,  with  a sur 
geon  and  surgeon’s  mate  to  attend  to  them.  He  has 
also  left  fourteen  pieces  of  cannon,  10  long  eighteen 
pound  ship  guns,  and  four  24  pound  carronades. — 
Six  of  the  eighteen  pounders  are  only  spiked,  and 
can  easily  be  rendered  fit  for  service;  the  o>  her  four, 
with  the  carronades,  cannot  be  made  serviceable — 
the  former  having  their  trunnions  broken  off,  the 
latter  the  promillions.  A great  number  of  shot  have 
also  been  ieft,  which  can  easily  be  collected.  I have 
every  reason  to  believe,  that  they  have  also  left  be- 
hind the  brass  pieces  taken  from  this  side  the  river. 
From  the  date  of  my  last  to  the  retrout,  I have  fired 
from  my  battery  on  the  enemy  whenever  opportunity 
offered,  and  With  a 9 pound  brass  field  piece,  which 
I sent  two  miles  below  my  battery  to  rake  their  camp, 
continuing  my  fire  till  elev  -n  o’clock  at  night  on  the 
18;  h,  directly  into  their  camp,  from  which  they  suf- 
fered much. 

By  a letter  received  last  evening  from  acting  lieut . 
Cunningham,  commanding  gun  vessel  No.  65,  sta- 
tioned at  Plaquemine  to  aid  fort  St.  Philip,  who 
had  drawn  his  crew  on  shore  and  manned  two  32 
pounders,  I learn  that  the  enemy’s  vessels,  viz.  three 
ships,  one  brig  and  schooner,  two  of  which  were 
bomb  vessels,  had  departed  after  bombarding  the 
fort  from  the  sixth,  during  which  time  hey  threw 
one  thousand  shells,  without  injury  to  the  fort,  kil- 
ling only  one  man,  and  wounding  seven  in  the  fort. 
He  states  lias  vessel’s  spars  and  rigging  to  be  much 
cut  to  pieces  but  none  of  his  men  hurt.  He  had  sent 
his  boat  to  watch  their  movements ; and  should  I 
learn  by  her  that  they  have  not  left  the  river,  I shall 
immediately  proceed  with  fire  vessels  and  endeavor 
to  destroy  them. 

In  a few  days  I will  have  the  pleasure  of  stating 
to  you  the  names  of  my  officers  who  have  distin- 
giusned  themselves,  and  merit  the  notice  of  the  de- 
partment. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  considerati^ru 
and  respect,  your  obedient  servant 

DANL.  T.  PATTERSON. 
The  hon.  secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington  city. 


FHOX  THE  KENTUCKY  PAUL  A TIT  CM. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  gen-  John  Adair  to  governor 
Shelby  dated , 

Head-Quarters,  5 miles  below  Orleans, 

January  I3th,l815. 

Dear  Sir — When  we  arrived  at  this  camp  on  the 
5tii  inst.  only  « part  of  our  men  could  be  armed. — 
Major  general  Thomas  was  unwell.  I was  ordered 
by  maj.  gen.  Carrol’s  command,  who  defended  the 
centre  of  our  works,  which  was  the  most  vulnerable. 
This  detachment  consisted  of  col.  Slaughter’s  re- 
giment and  major  Harrison’s  battalion.  Lieut,  col. 
Davis,  who  commanded  the  13th  regiment,  was 
soon  after  ordered  to  cross  the  river  with  400  men 
to  reinforce  gen.  Morgan.  In  this  situation  we  con- 
tinued until  the  morning  of  the  8th,  when  the  enemy 
attacked  us  in  our  lines.  His  main  column  was  led 
against  our  centre,  as  we  expected;  a column  was  led 
at  the  same  time  against  our  right.  Their  columns 
were  formed  and  led  on  with  a degree  of  bravery 
that,  at  least,  commanded  our  respect — three  times 
they  were  repulsed.  On  their  second  charge  they 
entered  our  ditch— our  men,  both  Kentuckians  and 
Tennesseeans,  sustained  the  attack,  and  repelled 
them  with  a bravery  never  surpassed,  and  when  the 
enemy  entered  our  ditch,  many  of  our  men  jumped 
on  the  breast  work  to  meet  them  and  killed  them 
one  on  Another.  It  would  not  be  proper  for  me  to 
distinguish  any  by  name — the  detachment  under  my 
command,  both  officers  and  men,  have  done  their 
duty  faithfully,  and  honorably  sustained  the  chapoc- 
ter  of  the  state  to  which  they  belong.  The  detach- 
ment on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  under  lieut.  col. 
Davis,  were  obliged  to  retreat  before  a superior 
force.  They  have  been  calumniated  by  those  lAto 
ought  to  have  fought  -with  them , but  did  not — some  of 
them  have  perhaps  behaved  improperly,  but  I have 
no  doubt  col.  Davis  did  his  duty  as  far  as  was  in  his 
power — an  investigation  is  about  to  take  place  when 
I trust  the  blame  will  fall  where  it  ought. 

Desert  to  the  news  from  New  Orleans. 

English  exti'acts  and  sayings , with  a few  remarks 
— and  also  some  interesting  scraps. 

From  the  Democratic  Press  The  following  cir- 
cumstance has  been  this  day  communicated  to  me, 
accompanied  with  such  evidence  as  commands  my 
implicit  belief;  and  the  government  of  the  United 
States  may  be  furnished  with  a statement  of  the 
fact,  on  such  testimony  as  shall  command  their 
credence 

The  day  after  the  »ews  of  the  burning  of  Wash- 
ington city  reached  Paris,  a member  of  die  French 
government  expressed  to  lord  Castlereagh  his  doubts 
as  to  the  fact,  to  which  his  lordship  (who  to  the 
American  minister  talked  of  his  “friends  in  con- 
g»e  s”)  replied — “Sir,  it  is  true  beyond  all  doubt, 
“ and  I expect  that  at  this  time  most  of  the  large 
“ sea  port  towns  in  America  are  laid  in  ashes — that  we 
“ are  in  possession  of  New  Orleans,  and  have  cow 
“ mand  of  all  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  and  the 
“ lakes , so  that  the  Americans  are  now  little  better 
“ than  prisoners  at  large,  in  their  own  country.” 

Our  towns  in  ashes  /” — here  is  the  “religion”  of 
the  British  government  ! who  ever  heard  of  such  a 
war,  except  in  the  history  of  barbarians,  that  of 
the  j British  in  India  excejMed  l “ Our  towns  in  ashes  /” 
— here  is  the  “magnanimity”  of  “ highsouled ” Eng- 
land, the  nation  that  is  held  up  to  us  as  the  pattern 
of  nil  that  is  virtuous  and  good.  “ Our  towns  in 
ashes  ! ! !” — What  more  would  Goths  and  Vandals 
do  ? I believe  lord  Castlereagh  may  have  said  this 
— for  admiral  Cochrane  officially  proclaimed  it  as 
the  intention  of  his  government  “to  destroy  all  places 
found  assailable.”  Well — Baltimore  and  New  Orleans 
were  not  “assailable !” 
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If  I could  dare  to  put  upon  paper  the  things  I have 
jhearu,  from  gentlemen  of  unquestioned  truth,  of  the 
Vandalism  of  the  British  soldiery,  especially  those 
who  boast  of  being  Wellington' s “invincibles,”  the 
sober  thinking  people  of  the  United  Stales  would 
be  horror-struck  with  their  depravity.  So  long  ac 
customed  to  scenes  of  horror,  they  appear  to  have 
^ost  every  thing  that  belongs  to  civilization;  their 
snappers  are  bestial , and  their  language  shocking. — 
f wish  1 knew  how  to  describe  their  conduct,  with- 
put  horrifying  my  readers.  1 cannot  do  it— yet  the 
facts  ought  to  be  known.  It  may  be  added  that  the 
officers  encouraged  the  men  in  brutalizing  them- 
selves; indeed,  that  many  of  them  are  little  better 
than  the  common  soldiers.  Take  the  following  in 
pvidence — an  elderly  gentleman,  taken  prisoner  at 
North  Pointy  surrendered  to  a British  officer,  (with 
two  epaulets)  on  hoi  se  back.  “ Deliver  your  i watch  1” 
cried  the  officer,  ?‘or  I'll  cutoff  your  head,  you  d— d 
old  villain.”  “I  have  nojwatch,  sir,’’  returned  the 
prisoner,  (‘Out  with  your  money,  y ou  d — d rascal,” 
at  the  same  time  time  striking  him  a very  severe 
blow  with  the  back  of  his  sword.  The  money  was 
f( delivered and  by  this  time  others  came  up  who 
took  charge  of  him.  He  was  soon  stripped  nearly 
paked,  and  go  remained  for  a considerable  time.  I 
am  satisfied  that  this  statement  is  entirely  correct. 

To  proceed  to  another  subject — 

I apprehend  that  every  man,  whose  blood  is  not 
fLS  cold  as  a serpent’s,  is  inclined  to  believe  what  he 
wishes.  It  may  be  there  are  some  of  such  lugubr.ous 
minds,  as  never  to  anticipate  good • But  good  and 
evil  are  mere  comparative  terms  ; and  what  is  evil 
to  the  United  States  is  good  to  Great  Britain  and 
her  faction  here  ; and  that  the  latter  wished  the  fall 
pf  Orleans,  I have  no  more  doubt  of  than  that  1 
myself  livr,  and  move,  and  have  being.  * f Their  party 
rises  as  their  country  sinks,"  observes  the  author  of 
the  Olive  Branch.  This  is  a truth  that  applies  with 
singular  force  to  the  jacobins  of  the  United  States. 
We  might  select  a hundred  articles  like  the  fol- 
lowing : 

From  the  Federal  Republican  of  Jan.  14,  1815. — 
“Mr.  Madison  has  scarcely  raised  his  little  finger  to 
preserve  New  Orleans.”  “New  Orleaiis — The  sus- 
picion gains  ground  that  the  government  is  in  posses 
sion  of  the  OFFICIAL  account  of  the  capture  of  this 
imp  riant  city."- 

From  the  same  of  January  17.— “That  Mr.  Madi- 
son will  find  it  convenient,  and  will  determine  final- 
ly to  abandon  the  state  of  Louisiana,  we  entertain 
no  doubt.  Let  the  issue  decide  whether  we  do  the 
man  injustice.  An  enquiry  by  congress  into  the 
pause  of  the  fall  of  Neiy  Orleans  or  of  Mobile, 
WHEN  THE  INTELLIGENCE  TRANSPIKES, 
will  fix  the  blame  upon  the  executive.” 

From  the  same  of  January  20. — “A  few  African  and 
West  India  regiments,  accustomed  to  such  a climate, 
will  be  sufficient  to  garrison  New  Orleans,  wh  ile  the 
Wellington  troops  will  return  to  the  Chesapeake, 
and  those  in  Canada,  like  another  horde,  rush  inlp 
New  York,  and  overrun  the  north-west.” 

On  Friday  evening,  the  3d  of  Feb.  instant,  a 
member  of  congress  said,  absolutely,  that  govern- 
ment was  in  possession  of  information  that  the  Bri- 
tish had  taken  New  Orleans. 

A correspondent  of  the  New  Yo^k  Evening  Post, 
under  date  of  Washington,  Jan.  30,  after  dilating 
pn  the  terrible  management  of  government  in  per- 
mitting the  Kentuckians  to  arrive  without  arms,  &c. 
gays  “It  is  the  general  opinion  her $ that  the  city  (Or- 
leans) must  fall."  V 

A g un— 

In  the  year  1781,  admiral  Rodney  captured  the 
island  of  St,  Eastafta — he  made  prize  of  the  proper- 


ty of  individuals  to  an  immense  amount.  All  the 
world  cried  out  shame — and  Rodney,  w ho  had  gained 
one  of  the  greatest  and  most  important  naval  victo- 
ries that  Englishmen  had  ever  achieved,  was  com- 
pletely disgraced  for  it.  He  died  miserably,  and  so 
poor  that  he  did  not  leave  behind  him  enough  to 
bury  himself,  and  no  man  pitied  his  fate. 

But  things  are  strangely  altered.  Gordon  made 
prize  of  what  he  pleased  at  Alexandria , and  it  was 
universally  supposed  that  all  the  cotton,  sugar.  Sec. 
&c.  at  New  Orleans,  the  property  of  private  pers<  ns, 
would  be  plundered  and  carried  off  by  the  British, 
if  they  got  possession  of  the  place.  The  London 
Courier , a little  while  since,  consoled  the  English 
manufacturers  with  an  assurance  that  they  would 
soon  receive  a supply  of  cotton,  it  being  the  design 
of  the  government  to  take  a certain  district  where 
it  abounded — and  a fellow  at  Jamaica  placed  large 
funds  at  Bermuda , in  readiness  to  speculate  on  the 
spoils  of  Orleans! 

And  a writer  in  the  New  York  Evening  Post , tak- 
ing it  for  granted,  also,  that  such  goods  would  be 
plundered,  made  the  following  calculation  of  the 
value  of  the  “bqotty:” 

Correction. — In  our  paper  of  Friday  last,  we  made 
a rough  and  hasty  estimation  of  the  amount  of  pro- 
perty at  New  Orleans.  Since  then,  a friend,  who  has 
long  resided  at  that  place  in  the  capacity  of  a mer- 
chant, informs  us,  that  our  estimate  was.  egregious- 
ly  incorrect.  He  says — “The  quantity  of  cotton 
you  mention  as  being  stored  at  New  Orleans,  is  not 
far  from  correct — say  100,000  bales,  averaging  320 
pounds  each  bale,  at  least ; which  is  32,000,000 
pounds  of  cotton,  all  pa^d  for  at  from  eight  up  to 
fourteen  cents  a pound,  and  belonging  chiefly  to  the 
merchants  of  the  Atlantic  states.  Therefore,  if  we 
put  the  .average  price  at  ten  cents  a pound,  it  will  be 
about  right,  and  this  will  amount  to  3,200,000  dol- 
lars— Say  Unit  cotton  is  worth  ip  England  two  shil- 
lings per  pound— 32,000,000  pounds,  nt  two  shil- 
lings sterling,  is  fourteen  millions  two  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-two,  dollars. 
Independent  of  the  above  100,000  bales,  there  must 
be  added  this  last  year’s  crop,  which  remains  mostly 
in  the  hands  of  the  planters.  1 should  say  40,000 
bales  at  least.  Also  this  last  year’s  crop  of  sugar, 
say  10,000  hogsheads,  averaging  1400  pounds  each 
hogshead,  at  nine  cents  a pound,  (at  which  rate  it 
ought,  I think,  to  be  valued)  would  be  1,260,00  dol- 
lars. The  shipping  might  be  valued  at  from  300  to 
500,000  dollars.  The  Kentucky  produce  at  that 
market,  such  as  whiskey,  flour,  pork,  cordage, 
hempen  yarn,  cotton  bagging,  &c.  &c.  must  be  very 
considerable.  Of  tobacco  there  is  hut  very  little. 
There  are  a variety  of  other  articles,  such  as  pig  lead, 
copper,  mahogany  and  logwood,  which  will  serve 
to  ballast  the  vessels  that  will  take  the  cotton  away 
if  they  capture  the  place  ; which  God  forbid.” 

From  a Montreal  paper  of  Jan.  14-  “An  evening 
paper  of  the  3d,  from  New-York  adds,  that  an  ex- 
press had  arrived  from  the  southward  stating  the 
British  force  to  have  passed  the  Balize,  to  the  num- 
ber of  150  sail  of  vessels  of  all  descriptions;  the 
master  of  the  schooner  affirms  that  fie  actually  saw 
70  of  them  from  his  vessel-— Tt  may  be  concluded 
inconsequence,  that  hot  work  would  soon  follow, 
or  that  the  place  would  be  an  easy  conquest.  We 
may  calculate  upon  the  laltcu’,  as  it  is  well  known 
that  the  bulk  of  the  population  is  averse  to  the 
tyranny  which  has  been  exercised  by  the  American 
government  in  that  quarter.  In  fine,  the  occupation 
of  New  Orleans  will  be  the  means  of  securing  the 
friendship  and  commerce  of  the'stales  west  of  the 
Apalichia  mountains,  which  contain  more,  than. 
million  of  inhabitants,  whose  ruling  passion  ;s  ntefr 
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•■©st.  They  will  be  loyal  to  the  nati  n which  can  best  peers,  and  being  seated  on  the  throne,  pronounced 
protect  them  and  secure  to  them  the  most  gain.  It  'e  the  following' most  gracious  speech  to  Parliament. 

J\Iy  lords  and  gentlemen , 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I am  again  obliged  to 
announce  the  continuance  of  his  majesty’s  lamented 
disposition. 

It  would  have  given  me  great  satisfaction  to  have 
been  enabled  to  communicate  to  you  the  termination 
of  the  war  between  this  country  and  the  United 


see  an  example  of  this  in  the  late  acquisition  east  of 
the  Penobscot  river  there  the  people  are  already  ( to 
appearance  at  least J become  loyal  through  interest. — 

-Castine  is  the  key  of  protection  to  them,  as  New  Or- 
leans is  to  the  country  above  it.  The  western  states 
according  to  a law  now  pending  in  congress,  will  be 
saddled  with  war  taxes  to  the  amount  of  823,000 
dollars  annually,  which  they  may  elude  by  declaring  I States  of  America. 

neutrality.  There  cannot  be  much  doubt  of  their  • Although  this  war  originated  in  the  most  unprovok- 
disposition  to  resist  taxes  as  much  as  they  would  ed  aggression  on  tlie  part  of  the  government  of  the 
the  British  arms.  We  might  enlarge  on  this  sub- 1 United  Stales,  and  was  calculated  to  promote  the 
ject,  but  shall  for  the  present  close~  our  speculati- j designs  of  the  common  enemy,  against  the  rights 
ons,  and  wait  another  period  when  things  will  be ■ and  independence  of  all  other  nations,  1 never  have 
better  developed.”  I ceased  to  entertain  a sincere  desire  to  bring  it  to  a 

Another  paper  cf  the  same  date,  printed  at  the  same  ( conclusion  on  just  and  honorable  tern;-. 
place , says — 1 “The  taking  of  New-Orleans  may  not]  I am  still  engaged  in  negociations  for  tins  purpose; 
be  accomplished  as  soon  or  so  easy  as  is  expected  Abe  success  of  them,  must,  however,  depend  on  my 
by  many,  but  that  it  will  be  taken  before  there. is  any ; disposition  being  met  with  corresponding  sentiments 
treaty  formed  at  Ghent,  is  confidently  believed.”  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 

Barbadoes,  Nov.  7.  On  Friday  last,  arrived  at  The  operations  of  his  majesty’s  forces  by  sea  and 
this  port  in  48  days  from  Plymouth,  [having  taken  i land  in  the  Chesapeake  in  the  course  of  the  present 
a rout  for  secrecy,  different  from  that  usually  followed  i year,  have  been  attended  with  the  most  brilliant  and 
by  vessels  from  Europe ,]  bis  majesty’s  ships  Bedford,  j successful  results. 

The  flotilla  of  the  enemy  in  the  Patuxent  has  been 
destroyed.  The  signal  defeat  of  their  land  forces 


Norge,  Alceste,  Bucephali,  Belle  Poule,  Dover, 

Hydra,  Gorgon,  (a  store  ship,)  and  Norfolk,  [a 
transport,  with  230  troops,  and  military  stores — enabled  a detachment  of  his  majesty's  army  to  take 


under  the  command  of  major  general  Keene.]  J)r. 
Thompson,  formerly  deputy  inspector  of  Hospitals 
on  this  station,  is  attached  to  the  division  as  inspec- 
tor of  hospitals. 

Tlie  expedition,  it  is  supposed,  will  leave  this  in 
the  course  of  the  pre.  ent  week.  At  this  place  they 
take  on  board  about  1200  troops,  and  then  proceed 
to  collect  those  at  Martinique,  Gtiadaloupe,  St. 
Thomas  and  Santa  Cruz;  comprising  in  total  about 
6000  men. — They  then  proceed  direct  to  Jamaica, 
and  take  in  munitions  and  stores  for  their  final  des- 
tination. 

As  this  is  only  the  .van  of  a grand  expedition 
which  must  ere  this  have  left  England,  consisting 
©f  300  sail  of  men  of  war  and  transports,  it  deve- 
lopes  an  extensive  and  magnificent  system  of  opera- 
tions, highly  creditable  and  consistent  with  the 
grandeur  of  the  British  empire.  And  as  there  is  no 
other  point  in  these  latitudes,  to  afford  an  ample 
field  for  the  exercise  of  so  large  an  armament, 
their  destination  is  undoubtedly  for  New  Orleans, 
tlie  capital  of  Louisiana;  and  it  is  but  fair  to  con- 
jecture that  it  is  the  purpose  ©f  our  ministers  to  ex- 
tend the  line  of  military  operations  along  up  the 
* Mississippi  ajul  Ohio  rivers  till  they  meet  and  commu- 
nicate with  our  forces  contiguous  to  lufees  J Michigan , 
Erie  and  Ontario,  on  Upper  Canada — and  thus  com- 
pletely encircle  the  U.  Stales 

Since  a knowledge  of  events  at  Orleans  have 
disappointed  the  hopes  of  our  factionists — they  who 
would,  have  ascribed  all  the  dishonor  to  the  govern- 
ment, it  the  place  had  fallen — give  all  the  credit  to 
the  people  for  its  preservation— on  which  the  Co- 
lumbian happily  observes— “They  [the  jacobins] 
say  that  government  has  done  nothing  and  deserve 
no  credit  for  the  defence  of  New-Qr leans— to  the 
people  all  is  due.  I hey  say  also  that  government 
lias  done  nothing  for  the  defence  of  Castine  and  our 
eastern  frontier— to  the  people,  then,  in  that  quar- 
ter what  is  due,  or  rather  not  due? 


British  Parliament. 

PRIME  REGE.WS  SPEECH. 

HOUSE  OF  LOItDS. 

Tuesday,  November  8. — This  day,  at  2 o’clock,  the 
*nnc«  regent  went  in  the  usual  state.to  the  house  of 


possession  of  the  city  of  Washington  ; and  the  spi- 
rit of  enterprize  which  has  characterized  all  the 
movements  in  that  quarter  lias  produced  on  the  in- 
habitants a deep  and  sensible  impression  of  the  ca- 
lamities of  a war  in  which  they  have  been  so  w anton- 
ly involved. 

The  expedition  directed  from  Halifax  to  the  north- 
ern coast  of  the  United  States  has  terminated  in  a 
manner  not  less  satisfactory.  The  successful  course 
of  this  operation  has  been  followed  by  the  immediate 
submission  of  the  extensive  and  important  district, 
east  of  the  Penobscot  river,  to  Ins  majesty’s  arms*. 

In  adverting  to  these  events,  1 am  confident  you 
will  be  disposed  to  vender  full  justice  to  the  valor 
and  discipline  which  have  distinguished  his  majes- 
ty’s land  and  sea  forces;  and  you  will  regret  with 
me  the  severe  loss  the  country  lias  sustained  by  the 
fall  of  the  gallant  commander  of  his  majesty’s  troops 
in  the  advance  upon  Baltimore. 

I availed  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  afford- 
ed by  the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe,  to  detach  a con- 
siderable military  force  to  the  river  Saint  Lawrence ; 
but  its  arrival  could  not  possibly  take  place  till  an 
advanced  period  of  the  campaign. 

Notwithstanding  the  reverse  which  appears  to 
have  occurred  on  lake  Champlain,  I entertain  the 
most  -confident  expectation,  as  well  from  the  amount 
as  from  the  description  of  the  British  force  now 
serving  in  Canada,  that  the  ascendancy  of  his  majes- 
ty’s arms  throughout  that  part  of  North  America 
will  be  effectually  established. 

The  opening  of  the  congress  at  V.enna  has  been 
retarded  from  unavoidable  causes,  to  a later  period 
than  had  been  expected. 

It  will  be  my  earnest  endeavor,  in  the  negociations 
which  are  now  in  progress,  to  promote  such  arrange- 
ments as  may  tend  to  consolidate  that  peace  wrhich, 
in  conjunction  w'ith  his  majesty’s  allies,  1 have  had 
the  happiness  of  concluding  ; and  to  re-establish, 
that  just  equilibrium  amongst  the  different  powers,, 
which  will  afford  the  boss  prospect  of  permanent 
tranquility  to  Europe. 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  CommoJis, 

I regret  the  necessity  of  the  large  expenditure 
which  we  must  be  prepared  to  meet  in  the  course 
of  the  ensuing  year;  but  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  long  and  arduous  contest  in  Europe  has 
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been  carried  on  and  concluded,  have  unavoidably  led  i 
to  large  arrears,  for  which  you  will  see  the  necessi- 
ty of  providing  ; and  the  war  still  subsisting  with 
America  renders  the  continuance  of  great  exertions 
indispensable. 

His  royal  highness  having  finished  the  reading  of 
the  speech,  and  retired,  the  earl  of  Abingdon,  after 
a variety  of  observations,  concluded  by  moving  the 
address,  which,  as  is  usual,  was  a mere  echo  of  the 
regent’s  speech. 

Lord  Darnley  could  nat  approve  of  the  terms  used 
in  the  speech  with  respect  to  America.  He  conceiv- 
ed that  the  naval  administration  of  the  country  had 
been  badly  conducted,  and  gave  notice  that  he  should 
feel  if  his  duty  to  bring  the  subject  forward  as  early 
as  possible. 

Lord  Melville  replied. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  reprobated  the  glowing  terms 
in  which  the  American  war  was  spoken  of  in  the  re- 
gent’s speech,  which  war  he  considered  as  truly  di- 
sastrous. 

Lord  Grenville,  in  a speech  of  considerable  length, 
opposed  the  address,  and  condemned  the  measures 
pursued  in  America.  He  said,  the  war  with  that 
country  had  assumed  a pew  character,  and  described 
the  burning  of  the  civil  buildings  at  Washington  as 
an  act  of  barbarous  warfare,  inconsistent  with  Eu- 
ropean manners. 

Lord  Liverpool  replied  to  Lord  G.  and  the  address 
was  carried  without  amendment. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMON'S. 

In  the  debate  on  the  address  to  the  regent,  Mr. 
Whitbread  said, 

“ It  might  not  be  useless  to  ask,  what  was  the 
ground  of  difference  between  the  two  countries — for 
what  Engl  tnd  was  fighting  with  America  j?  Before 
they  were  called  on  to  pay  the  price  of  the  battle, 
3ie  thought  it  would  be  wisdom  to  acertain  for  what 
the  battle  was  to  be  fought.  Was  it  respecting 
boundary— the  principle  governing  the  impressment 
of  seamen — or  the  general  question  of  maritime 
rights  ? If  they  wore  fighting  for  the  rparitime 
rights  ofiEnglsnd — maritime  rights, which,  no  doubt, 
would  be  defined  by  the  congress  at  Vienna — it  ought 
to  be  ascertained  whether  they  did  not  wish  to  exact 
more  from  America  than  they  desired  from  any  other 
power.  The  effects  resulting  from  the  attack  on 
Washington  were  very  different  from  what  it  had 
been  attempted  to  make  this  country  believe  ; as  it 
had  enabled  Mr.  Madison  to  obtain  those  militias 
\\hich  were  before  withheld,  and  conciliated  those 
parties  which  had  been  hostile  to  the  war  and  the 
government.  They  heard  nothing  now  of  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  states— of  thepncrcased  spread  of  the 
spirit  of  disunion;  for,  since  the  attack  on  Wash- 
ington, all  had  united  to  revenge  this  common 
wrong.  The  destruction  which  took  place  at  Wash- 
ington, the  capital  of  a rising  empire — condust  so 
unlike  that  of  the  Goths  before  the  walls  of  Home — 
whether  or  not  there  was  any  ground  for  retaliation, 
was  quite  unworthy  of  a great,  dignified  and  pow- 
erful nation. 

The  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  reply,  and  in 
justification  of  the  burning  at  Washington,  said, 
“What  did  the  Americans  at  York,  the  capital  of 
Upper  Canada  ? Why,  they  not  only  burnt  the  house 
of  the  governor,  but  also  every  house  belonging  to 
the  meanest  individual,  even  to  a shell,  and  left  the 
populace  in  a most  wretched  condition  ! ! — \_A  gross 
falsehood.  ] 

AMERICAN  NEGOTIATION. 

house  of  lords,  JYov.  19. — The  marquis  of  Lands- 
down  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to  an  offi- 
cial paper  said  to  have  been  published  by  the  Ame- 


rican government,  relative  to  the  pretensions  set  up 
by  the  British  government  in  the  negotiations  at 
Ghent,  which,  if  authentic,  called  loudly  for  the  in- 
terference of  parliament;  and  required  on  the  part 
of  ministers,  a justification  of  measures  so  new  and 
extraordinary  as  were  thus  set  forth  in  the  American 
statement. 

The  earl  of  Liverpool  had  seen  with  much  sur- 
prise the  paper  alluded  to.  With  respect  to  the  au- 
thority by  which  such  a statement  had  appeared,  he 
was  ignorant.  He  believed  it  quite  unprecedented 
in  the  history  of  negotiations  to  publish  any  separate 
articles  of  them  until  the  whole  were  either  agreed 
to  or  rejected.  The  negociations  were  still  pending, 
and  he  was  sure  the  house  would  perceive  the  im- 
propriety of  entering  into  any  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject under  such  circumstances. 

The  marquis  of  Landsdown  observed,  that  it  not 
only  charged  the  government  of  this  country  with 
setting  up  new  and  unheard-of  claims  but  such  as 
put  an  entirely  different  complexion  on  the  quarrel, 
from  that  with  which  it  commenced,  and  exposed 
every  thing  to  doubt,  uncertainty,  and  political  dis- 
traction. The  treaty  with  the  Indians  was  a violation 
of  all  those  former  treaties  by  which  this  country 
had  been  connected  with  America. 

The  earl  of  Liverpool  could  assure  the  noble  mar- 
quis and  the  house,  that  at  the  time  at  which  the  pa- 
per alluded  to  was  dated,  the  negociations  between 
the  governments  were  going  forward;  that  they  were 
still  going  forward,  and  at  no  intermediate  time  had 
ceased. 

The  earl  of  Donougbmore  was  by  no  means  satisfi- 
ed with  the  answer.  The  recent  events  on  the  other 
side  of  the  atlantic  were  such  as  called  loudly  for  ex- 
planation, and  the  British  people  never  had.so  much 
season  to  demand  it.  They  had  been  taught  to  think 
they  were  contending  for  a vital  principle,  their  ma- 
rine independence;  and  it  turned  out  at  length  that 
it  was  for  extended  territory. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  JYov.  19. 

[ The  following  remarks  respecting  America  were  made 
in  debate  on  the  army  estimates .] 

Mr.  Whitbread  remarked,  that  the  news  from 
America  must ‘naturally  incline  the  house  to  ask, 
were  the  negociations  at  Ghent  still  proceeding? 
('hear,  hear,  j Melancholy  it  was  to  reflect,  that  it 
now  appeared  on  the  authority  of  ministers  them- 
selves, that  at  the  commencement  of  the  contest,  a 
large  proportion  of  the  American  population  were 
decidedly  with  us  ; but  that  we  had  so  fought  and 
so  negociated,  that  party  had  become  extinct  in  the 
United  States,  and  that  but  one  common  mind  ex- 
isted for  directing  the  whole  force  of  the  republic 
against  this  country,  ('hear,  hear.J  Upon  these 
points,  he  desired  to  be  better  informed  before  he 
gave  his  vote  for  going  into  the  committee. 

Mr.  Y'ansittart  said,  it  gave  him  great  satisfaction 
to  say,  that  the  conferences  at  Ghent  were  not  bro- 
ken off;  but  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  say  any 
thing  more  at  present. 

Mr.  Homer  said,  as  to  the  subject  of  America,  if 
the  principle  of  war  was  entirely  changed,  and  it 
was  now  wished  to  make  conquests  from  America, 
he  believed  that  the  war  would  not  meet  with  the 
same  support  from  the  feelings  of  the  house  or  the 
public. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tlemen, whether  the  papers  purported  to  have  been 
laid  before  the  congress  of  America  by  Mr.  Madison, 
were  correct  statements  of  what  had  passed  at  the 
negociation  at  Ghent? 

No  reply  was  made  from  the  treasury  bench. 

Mr.  Baring  conceived  that  the  extraordinary  mea- 
sures they  had  pursued,  and  the  extraordinary  pre- 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— EUROPEAN  ARTICLES. 


393 


tensions  they  had  set  up  as  to  America,  were  sub  ■ 
jects  which  made  it  necessary  that  the  house  should 
have  more  information  than  they  were  now  in  pos- 
session of.  He  thought  that  no  man  in  the  country 
could  have  expected  that  America  would  ever  have 
yielded  to  such  pretensions,  at  a time  that  we  Ijad 
gained  no  advantages  over  her  in  the  war. 

Mr.  Stephen  insisted  that  America  had  departed 
from  the  usual  conduct  of  civilized  governments,  in 
publishing  papers  before  the  negociation  was  termi- 
nated. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS,  NoV.  26. 

Congress  at  Vienna. 

The  earl  of  Donoughmore  gave  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  bring  under  their  lordship’s  consideration 
a subject,  upon  which  it  was  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance that  the  opinion  of  that  house  should  be  spee- 
dily and  distinctly  known.  He  wished  the  subject 
had  fallen  into  hands  better  calculated  to  do  it  jus- 
tice, and  he  had  waited  for  a considerable  time  to 
see  whether  any  one  else  w*s  inclined  to  take  it  up 
before  the  recess;  but  not  finding  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  any  other  person  to  call:  their  lordships 
attention  to  the  matter  at  so  early  a period,  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  do  so:  and,  therefore,  gave  notice  that  on 
Thursday  next  he  should  submit  a resolution  to  this 
effect, — that  it  was  the  duty  of  that  house  promptly 
and  decidedly  to  declare  its  opinion  upon  the  system 
of  spoliation  and  AGGRANDISEMENT  which  appeared 
to  be  pursued  at  the  congress  at  Vienna:  and  he 
moved  that  the  lords  be  summoned  for  that  day; 
which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

In  the  house  of  commons,  Nov.  14,  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  after  a high  eulogium  upon  the 
late  general  Ross,  moved  that  the  prince  regent  be 
humbly  requested  to  give  directions  for  the  erection 
of  a monument  to  his  memory.  The  motion  was 
unanimously  agreed  to. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  said, 

“He  could  not  help  expressing  a hope,  that  this 
vengeance,  thus  signally  inflicted,  [alluding  to  the 
capture  of  Washington  j would  be  the  last,  and  that 
no  aggravation  would  render  a recourse  to  similar 
measures  necessary.  He  also  -would  take  that  oppor- 
tunity of  slating , that  instructions  hud  been  sent  out  to 
the  coast  of  America,  to  abstain  from  further  in  fic- 
tions, unless  lender  ed  necessary  by  fresh  enormities — 
an  order  -which  he  was  satisfied , gen.  Ross,  had  he  lived, 
-would  have  felt  sincere  pleasure  in  promulgating.” 

[We  (many  in  Baltimore ) have  also  had  an  idea 
of  erecting  a monument  to  the  memory  of  the  des- 
troyer of  the  capitol , on  the  spot  were  his  crime  was 
retributed.  The  editor  has  had  a plan  of  it  in  MS 
for  several  months.] 


Important  from  Europe, 

The  British  sloop  of  war  Favorite  arrived  at  New- 
York  on  Saturday  evening  last — passengers  Mr. 
Carrol,  one  of  the  secretaries  to  our  ministers  at 
Ghent , and  Mr.  Baker,  secretary  to  the  British 
legation  to  the  United  States.  The  former  with  a 
, copy  of  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  and  signed 
by  the  British  commissioners  at  Ghent  on  the  24th 
December,  and  the  latter  with  the  same  ratified  by 
the  prince  regent,  and  which  being  approved  by 
the  president  and  senate,  is  immediately  to  be 
communicated  by  him  to  the  British  fleets  and 
armies  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe. 

Copies  and  extracts  from  the  papers  brought  by 
these  gentlemen  are  inserted  below — to  which  we 
have  added  a summary  of  things  that  room  is  not 
allowed  to  notice  in  detail. 


From  the  London  “Times”  of  December  30. 

The  state  of  the  func^s  may  be  said  to  afford  a 
most  striking  comment  on  the  text  of  those  who 
have  the  front  to  call  the  treaty  of  Ghent  honorable 
to  this  country.  What  ? An  honorable  peace,  with 
the  last  of  our  adversaries,  with  a populous  and 
commercial  nation  ; and  yet  a depression  in  the  pub- 
lic funds  ! the  thing  is  impossible.  There  is  a moral 
inconsistency  in  the  facts.  But  the  truth,  unhappi- 
ly, peeps  out  in  the  course  of  the  eulogy  bestowed 
on  the  famous  specimen  of  diplomatic  ingenuity. 
The  peace  is,  like  that  of  Amiens,  a peace  of  ne- 
cessity— and  upon  what  grounds  ? “ A leaning  to  cer- 
tain  points ” it  seems  has  been  “ hinted ” at  the  con- 
gress of  Vienna.  Now,  let  us  put  this  mysterious 
language  into  plain  English.  It  can  bear  no  other 
construction  than  this — that  Russia,  or  Austria,  or 
Prussia,  has  avowed  an  inclination  to  support  the 
innovations  on  public  law  which  Mr.  Madison  as- 
serts. Might  not  this  have  been  foretold  ; was  it 
not  foretold  in  this  paper  six  months  ago  ? Was  it 
not  the  very  argument  we  urged  for  pushing  the 
war  in  America  with  the  utmost  vigor,  whilst  yet 
th»  field  was  open,  and  our  adversary  without  allies? 
And  is  it  not  a motive  for  the  same  conduct,  even  at 
this  late  period  ? If  any  of  the  powers  who  have  re- 
ceived our  subsides,  or  have  been  rescued  from  de- 
struction by  our  courage  and  example,  have  had  the 
baseness  to  turn  against  us,  it  is  morally  certain, 
that  the  treaty  of  Client  will  confirm  them  in  their 
resolution.  They  will  reflect  that  we  have  attempt- 
ed to  force  our  principles  on  America,  and  have 
failed.  Nay,  that  we  have  retired  from  the  combat 
with  the  stripes  yet  bleeding  on  our  backs — -with  the 
reoent  defeats  at  Plattsburgh , and  on  lake  Champlain , 
unavenged.  [Miserable  man  f—ivhat  will  he  say  -when 
he  hears  oj  Orleaiis  /]  To  make  peace  at  such  a 
moment,  they  will  think  betrays  a deadness  to  the 
feelings  of  honor,  and  shows  a timidity  of  disposi- 
tion, inviting  further  insult.  If  we*  could  have 
pointed  to  America  overthrown,  we  should  surely 
have  stood  on  much  higher  ground  at  Vienna,  and 
every  where  else,  than  we  possibly  can  do  now  — 
Even  yet,  however,  if  we  could  but  close  the  war 
with  some  great  naval  triumph,  the  reputation  of 
our  maritime  greatness  might  be  partially  restored  ; 
but  to  say,  that  it  has  not  hitherto  suffered  in  the 
estimation  of  all  Europe,  and  what  is  worse,  of 
America  herself,  is  to  belie  common  sense  and  uni- 
versal experience.  “Two  or  three  of  our  ships  have 
struck  to  a force  vastly  superior  !” — No,  not  two  or 
three,  bjtt  many,  on  the  ocean , and  whole  squadrons  on 
the  lakes  ; and  the  numbers  are  to  be  viewed  with 
relation  to  the  comparative  magnitude,  of  the  two 
navies. 

Scarcely  is  there  an  American  ship  of  war,  which 
has  not  to  boast  a victory  over  the  British  flag  ; scarce-' 
ly  one  British  ship  in  thirty  or  forty,  that  has  beaten 
an  American.  Our  seamen,  it  is  urged,  have  on  all 
occasions  fought  bravely.  Who  denies  it  ? Our  com- 
plaint is,  that  with  the  bravest  seamen  and  the  most 
powerful  navy  in  the  world,  we  retire  from  the  con- 
test, when  the  balance  of  defeat  is  so  heavy  against 
us.  Be  it  accident,  or  be  it  misconduct,  we  enquire 
not  now  into  the  cause  ; the  certain,  the  inevitable. 
consequences  are  what  we  loi  k to,  and  these  may  be 
summed  up  in  few  words— the  speedy  growth  of  the 
American  navy — and  the  recurrence  of  a new  and 
much  more  formidable  American  war.  From  that 
fatal  moment  when  the  flag  of  the  Guerriere  was 
struck,  there  has  been  quite  a rage  for  building 
ships  of  war  in  the  United  States.  Their  navy  has 
been  nearly  doubled,  and  their  vessels  are  of  extra- 
ordinary magnitude.  The  people,  naturally  vain, 
boastful  and  insolent,  have  been  filled  with  an  abso- 
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late  contempt  of  our  maritime  power,  and  furious  to  parry  by  a mere  stroke  of  the  pen.  [Gen.  Jack” 
eagerness  to  beat  down  our  maritime  pretensions,  j son,  and  his  gallant  companions,  hare  done  it  by  can' 


which  have  been  inflamed  by  suc- 


Yhose  passions,  , y.  - . 

cess  could  only  have  been  cooled  by  what  in  vulgar 
but  emphatic  language  has  been  termed  “a  sound 
Hogging  but,  unfortunately,  our  Christian  meek- 
•*'  s’*..  * •_  j i t-'.cc  tii^.  vrtfl.  than  to 


ness  has  induced  us  rather  to  kiss  the  rod. 
retaliate  its  exercise.  Such  false  and  feeble  humanity 
is  not  calculated  forjthe  guidance  of  nations.  War 
is,  indeed,  a tremendous  engine  of  justice ; but  when 
justice  wields  the  sword,  she  must  be  inflexible. 
Looking  neither  to  the  right  nor  to  the  left,  she 
must  pursue  her  blow,  until  the  evil  is  rooted  out. 
This  is  not  blind  rage  or  blinder  revenge  ; but  it  is 
a discriminating,  a calm  and  even  a tender  calcula- 
tion of  consequences.  Better  is  it,  that  roe  should 
grabble  -with  the  young  lion , when  he  is  first  fieshed 
•with  the  taste  of  our  fiocles , than  -wait  until,  in  the  ma- 
turity of  his  strength , he  bears  away  at  once  both  sheep 

and  shepherd.  . 

The  Chatham  of  74  guns  (built  in  memory  of  the 
Walcheren  expedition)  is  -ordered  to  be  manned,  and 
will,  it  is  supposed,  be  sent  to  America  to  strength- 
en the  preparations  for  that  extended  system  of  war- 
fare, which  must  take  place  if  the  president  should 
delay  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  We  are  well 
convinced  that  every  ship,  and  every  soldier  employ- 
ed in  maintaining  the  vital  contest  for  our  maritime 
ascendancy,  far  from  diminishing,  will  add  a propor- 
tional weight  to  our  influence  at  Vienna  ; but  in  truth 
Vienna  and  all  its  fetes,  and  all  its  negotiations,  are 
infinitely  insignificant  to  us  now  compared  with  the 
growth  of  an  American  navy,  and  the  probable  loss 
of  our  transatlantic  provinces.  With  respect  to  the 
latter  point,  it  is  certain  that  the  present  treaty  will 
produce  the  most  serious  discontent  among  the  Ca- 
nadians, when  they  find  that  the  great  object  oi  their 
wishes,  a secure  frontier  communication,  is  refered 
to  the  decision  of  commissioners.  They  know,  if 
the  British  public  does  not,  what  is  the  honesty  of 
American  commissioners  ; but,  indeed,  we  ought  to 
know  it  too,  for  we  cannot  well  have  forgotten  the 
conduct  of  those  appointed  under  the  treaty  of  1794. 
By  that  treaty  two  boards  were  established — one  in 
England,  to  judge  of  American  claims.  The  other 
in  America  to  judge  of  English  claims.  1 he  for- 
mer proceeded  with  all  justice  and  regularity,  and 
actually  adjudged  to  various  claimants  above  a mil- 
lion and  a half  of  money,  which  was  paid  by  this 
country.  The  latter  rnet-,  and  received  British 
claims  to  the  amount  of  five  millions  and  a halt,  but 
never  proceeded  to  a single  award.  At  tlks  board 
were  two  American  commissioners,  the  presence  of 
whom  at  least  was  necessary  to4orm  a quorum  ; but 
these  despicable  swindlers,  for  their  conduct  enti 
ties  them  to  no  better  name,  no  sooner  perceived 
that  justice  required  a decision  in  favor  of  a British 
claimant,  than  they  withdrew  ; and  of  course  put 
an  entire  stop  to  the  business.  After  this  experience, 
it  does  seem  a little  extraordinary,  that  we  should 
commit  the  future  safety  of  -Canada  to  a board  of 


commissioners. 

From  the  same,  of  Bee.  ol 
Whether  Mr.  Madison  may  or  may  not  ratify  the 


non  and  rifle  balls.']  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  ex- 
pedition should  encounter  any  serious  obstacles,  he 
would  probably  delay,  if  not  wholly  refuse  to  ratify 
theitreaty.  We  therefore  trust  that  he  is  strictly 
iimitted  to  its  immediate  ratification  or  rejection; 
besides  being  required  to  retract  the  insolent  and  me- 
nacing expressions  in  Munroe’s  official  letter.  The 
more  disgraceful  the  treaty  is  to  us  in  its  terms, 
the  more  careful  must  we  be  to  repel  any  aggrava- 
tions of  our  dishonor.  It  is  in  vain  that  we  are  still 
told  of  the  great  satisfaction  every  where  produced, 
“not  merely  because  peace  has  been  made,  but  be- 
cause it  has  been  made  on  such  terms.” — Look  at 
the  funds.  Instead  of  rising  10  or  12  per  cent,  as 
might  well  have  been  expected  from  a secure  and 
honorable  peace,  they  keep  a dead  heavy  level.  In- 
deed, in  the  early  part  of  yesterday,  they  drooped 
nearly  one  per  cent,  but  recovered  a little  towards 
the  close  of  the  market.  We  learn  from  our  corres- 
pondents, that  the  satisfaction  expressed  at  the  news 
was  by  no  means  so  great  or  general  in  the  country 
as  has  been  asserted.  At  Birmingham,  Manchester, 
and  one  or  two  other  manufacturing  places,  the 
mails  which  brought  intelligence  of  the  peace  were 
received,  it  is  true,  with  many  demonstrations  of 
joy;  but  it  is  not  true  that  the  terms  excited  any  sa- 
tisfaction at  Liverpool.  The  merchants  of  that 
place,  most  of  whom  are  pretty  well  acquainted  with 
the  true  complexion  of  American  politics,  indulged 
the  gloomiest  presages  of  the  result;  and  the  gener- 
al opinion  there  was,  that  if  Madison  could  by  any 
means  find  resources  to  carry  on  the  war,  ha  would 
rejoice  in  adding  to  the  indignities  he  has  heaped  oft 
us,  that  of  refusing  to  ratify  the  treaty. 

From  the  London  Courier , of  Dec  27. 

We  have  the  grea*  satisfaction  to  announce  a 
peace  with  America.  We  announced  it  yesterday; 
but  tha  intelligence  did  not  arrive  time  enough  to 
be  inserted  in  the  whole  of  our  impression.  Mr, 
Bakeu,  the  bearer  of  the  treaty,  did  not  reach  Lon- 
don till  late  in  the  day.  At  four  o’clock  nothing 
had  transpired  at  the  public  offices.  Soon  after- 
wards, however,  a letter  was  sent  to  the  lord-mayor, 
and  we  procured  a sketch  of  the  terms  upon  which 
peace  had  been  concluded,  which  was  read  to  the 
audience  at  the  Theatres.  The  fact  (however  it 
might  be  expected)  was  known  in  the  city  before 
government  were  in  possession  of  it.  It  was  about 
one  o’clock  that  the  rise  in  the  funds  began,  and  im- 
mense purchases  were  made. 

The  peace  came  probably  very  unexpectedly  upon 
cmr  readers;  for  the  fist  American  documents  had 
assumed  such  a tone,  had  unfolded  such  pretensi- 
ons, and  held  forth  such  menaces,  that  no  one  sup- 
posed that  the  same  breath  that  blew  the  blast  of 
war  could  have  been  playing  to  the  American  com- 
missioners the  dulcet  dotes  of  peace.  Such,  how/- 
ever  appears  to  have  been  the  case.  The  despatches 
carried  out  by  the  John  Adams , containing  the  docu- 
ments relative  to  the  negociation,  which  the  Ameri- 
can government  thought  proper  to  publish,  led  to  an 
immediate  change  in  their  intentions,  and,  however 


treaty  of  Ghent  will,  perhaps  depend  on  the  result  i they  might  bluster  and  talk  big,  and  propose  new 
of  tlie  expedition  to  New  .Orleans.  The  force  from  j taxes  and.  conscriptions,  they  were  determined  to 
Falmouth  and  Cork,  supposed  to  be  destined  on  that  J make  peace  upon  those  terms  of  which  we  have  sub- 
expedition,  appears  from  letters  brought  by  the  Am-  \ joined  a sketch.  And  those  terms,  we  do  not  hesitate 
‘ 1 at  'R^pmurla.  hut  to  have 


bhion,  not  to  have  touched  at  Bermuda,  but  to  liave 
proceeded  direct  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi, 
whither  admiral  Cockburn  followed  them  with  such  ( 
vessels  as  he  could  collect.  The  permanent  occupa- 1 


to  pronounce,  to  be  most  honorable  for  this  country. 
Now  what  are  the  terms  upon  which  the  treaty 
has  been  concluded  ? 

The  Americans  have  waved  any  stipulation  on 


of  Orleans  would  be  a fatal  blow  to  the  American  j the  subject  of  maritime  rights,  as  vvell  as  respect- 
,s  of  aggrandizement  on  the  side  of  Louisianna ; j ing  compensation  for  captures  under  the  orders  m 
low  Mr.  Madison  has  It  now  in  his  power.!  council,  or  on  any  other  account 


tion 
views  of  aggr 

but  that 
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lain,  in  the  war,  are  provided  tor  m this  treaty  y 
^ stipulation  that  they  are  to  be  restored  to  all  thei 
possessions,  rights  and  privileges,  which  they  enjoy- 
ed, or  to  which  they  were  entitled  antecedent  to  t^e 

the  disputed  questions  of  territory  and  the 
boundary  are  to  be  referred  to  commissioners,  to  be 
respectively  appointed  under  the  conditions  named 
in  {he  treaty,  and  until  the  differences  respecting 
them  are  decided,  the  islands  in  the  bay  o assa 
maquody,  are  to  remain  in  the  possession  ot  Great 

Britain.  , 

“All  other  conquests  on  both  sides  are  to  oe  re- 
stored. , . , ecu  . 

“There  is  to  be  no  renewal  of  the  right  of  fishery 
on  the  Newfounlaod  coast  and  no  trade  to  our  India 


“The  interests  of  the  indians,  allies  to  Great  Bri-  bears  in  the  ad  de  sac  of  the  stock  of  exchange,  are 

l"  incessant  in  their  croakings  against  the  peace  with 

America.  Their  attachment  to  the  mincers,  though 
strong,  cannot  reconcile  them  to  this  one  step, 
though  surely  if  they  would  look  back  with  an  im- 
partial eye  on  the  imbecility  and  error  with  which 
their  idols  conducted  the  war,  they  must  acknow- 
ledge their  prudence  in  putting  an  end  to  it.  One  of 
them  very  honestly  said  two  days  ago,  that  if  they 
had  not  put  an  end  to  the  war,  the  war  would  have 
put  an  end  to  their  ministry.  Instead  then  of  de- 
ploring the  peace,  The  Times , and  its  principles, 
ought  to  condemn  the  choice  of  the  prince  regent, 
in  trusting  the  reins  of  government  in  hands  so  inca- 
pable of  wielding  the  energies  of  the  empire. 

Certainly  America  might  have  been  successfully 
attacked  in  many  parts,  if  the  force  of  Great  Bri- 
tain had  been  wisely  directed  In  a valuable  sketch 
of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  written  by 
the  late  French  consul  general,  and  translated  by 
William  Walton,  esq.  we  find  this  truth  particu- 
larly acknowledged.  “The  United  States,”  says  the 
French  consul,  “are  vulnerable  on  many  points,  but 
mortally  so  on  three,  viz.  in  the  bay  of  Newport,  or 
Rhode  Island  ; in  that  of  New-York,  and  also  in  the 
| Chesapeake  bay.  Since  the  Americans  have  become 
possessed  of  Louisiana,  they  can  no  longer  be  invad- 
ed in  the  southern  states  ; but  they  can  be  easily  in 
vaded  in  the  northern  states,  situated  on  the  east  of 
the  Hudson,  by  the  European  power  that  may  be 
mistress  of  Canada,  and  have  the  command  of  the 
left  bank  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence.”  The  author 
enters  into  detail,  and  explains  the  facility  of  the 
operations  of  a skillful  soldier.  But  did  our  minis- 


friendly  power 


possessions . 

If  the  commissioners  disagree, 
is  to  be  the  umpire.  . , 

It  cannot  be  said  that  we  were  at  all  influenced  by 
the  threat  of  raising  100,000  men  and  driving  us  out 
of  Canada,  for  that  was  not  known  at  Ghent  when 

our  commissioners  signed  the  treaty. 

No  one  will  suspect  us  of  undue  partiality  for 
America,  and  considering  the  circumstances  under 
which  Mr.  Madison  made  his  wanton  aggression  on 
this  country,  we  certainly  should  not  deplore  any 
chastisement  which  he  might  receive. 

In  considering,  however,  the  conditions  of  the 
peace,  as  we  have  been  informed  of  them,  we  can- 
not but  regard  them  as  completely  honorable  to  this 
country. 

The  American  government  began  the  war  on  ac-  , . , 

count  of  the  orders  in  council,  and  to  enforce  the  Iters  avail  themselves  of  the  means  in  their  hands  to 

take  advantage  of  this  facility  i1  Or,  having  so  corn- 


relinquishment  of  impressment  on  board  their  mer- 
chant vessels. 

The  orders  in  council  were  repealed  by  our  go- 
vernment before  they  knew  the  commencement  ot 
ths  war.  The  war  was  continued  by  America  after 
she  knew  of  ihe  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council,  to 
compel  us  to  relinquish  the  right  of  impressment 


|detely  failed  in  every  thing  they  undertook,  would 
their  friends  desire  that  they  should  have  gone  on 
plunging  themselves  deeper  in  disgrace  ? 

The  Times  is  solicitous  of  drawing  an  argument 
against  the  popularity  of  the  peace  from  the  state  of 
the  public  funds.  The  editor  certainly  forgets  his 


It  was  America,  and  not  Great  Britain,  which  | former  doctrine,  that  the  stock  exchange  was  no 


claimed  astipulation  on  this  point. 

The  war  is  concluded  by  a peace  in  which  no  such 
stipulation  is  made. 

OFFICIAL. 

Extract  of  a letter  to  the  lord  mayor, 

“It  is  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  lordship,  that  a 
treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  Ghent,  24th  Decem- 
ber instant.  By  the  treaty  hostilities  will  cease  on 


more  to  be  relied  on  as  a thermometer  of  public 
opinion  than  a tap-room.  But  certainly  when  it  is 
recollected  that  the  speculators  anticipated  this 
event ; that  purchases  to  an  immense  amount  were 
made  on  the  expectation  of  it;  that  there  is  the 
greatest  bull  account  which  has  been  known  for 
years  ; and  that  this  (though  called  the  week  of  the 
feast  of  fools)  is  the  week  of  the  year  when  money 


its  ratification  by  the  president  of  the  United  States  j is  the  scarcest,  from  its  being  the  general  week  of 

..  ...  * Knlon/'P  qo  ou  flm  wppIt  tKa  rmvmpnt  into 


as  well  as  by  the  prince  regent 

(Signed)  BATHURST” 

From  the  same  of  December  30. 

We  have  been  more  anxious  than  usual  to  examine 
the  different  provincial  papers  in  order  that  we  might 
ascertain  the  effect  of  the  peace  with  America. 
Wherever  it  has  been  made  known,  it  has  produced 


balance,  as  well  as  the  week  of  the  payment  into 
the  bank  of  the  collected  revenue  by  the  receivers — 
ihe  operation  on  the  funds  is  no  criterion  of  public 
feeling  on  the  peace. 

The  best  means  of  ascertaining  the  fact  of  its 
being  palatable,  or  the  contrary,  will  be  from  the  re- 
turns of  the  manufacturing  districts  throughout  the 


great  satisfaction,  not  merely  because  peace  has  been  1 empire,  from  the  demand  of  hands,  and  the  state  of 
made,  but  because  it  has  been  made  upon  such  terms,  the  custom-house  b?oks. 


The  manner  of  its  reception  in  Ireland  and  Scotland 
cannot,  of  course,  be  yet  known.  At  Birmingham, 
an  immense  assemblage  witnessed  the  arrival  ot  the 
mail,  and  immediately  took  the  horses  out  and  drew 
the  mail  to  the  post-office  with  the  loudest  acclama- 
tions. 

On  the  news  arriving  at  Manchester,  the  greatest 
joy  was  expressed  throughout  the  town. 

The  same  feeling  was  exhibited  at  Liverpool, 
Bristol,  and  all  other  plaees  from  whence  accounts 
have  be^n  brought  either  by  the  provincial  papers 
by  the  private  letters. 

From  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  Dec.  30. 


AMERICAN  AFFAIRS— SCRAPS. 

Petitions  signed  by  great  multitudes  of  manufac- 
turers, were  presented  to  the  prince  regent  in  No- 
vember, praying  for  peace  with  America.  The  pub- 
lication of  the  despatches  from  Ghent  had  a most 
powerful  effect  on  the  honest  part  of  the  English 
people.  Our  demands  were  so  reasonable,  and  the 
British  so  extravagant,  that  a change  in  our  favor 
appears  to  have  been  made  with  electrical  rapidity. 
Our  ministers  are  to  remain  in  Europe  until  spring. 
Cockburn  whose  memory  will  be  infamous  until  his- 
tory is  lost  in  the  ‘ crush  of  matter  and  the  wreck  of 
worlds,”  is  spoken  of  in  England  as  a “second  Net- 


The  speculators  of  the  American  produce,  and  *jn  /’  and  it  is  said  he  will  have  the  “red ribband”— 
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that  is,  be  made  a knight  of  the  Bath.  American 
stocks  advanced  fifteen  per  cent,  in  Holland  on  the 
moment  it  was  known  that  a treaty  was  signed. — 
The  Fa-yoriftrsloop  of  war  it  is  stated  was  selected 
on  account  of  her  name  as  the  bearer  of  the  news  of 
peace,  though  she  was  not  fit  for  sea  ; but  she  was 
completely  caulked,  and  had  her  sails  bent  and  her 
provisions  and  water  on  board  and  was  ready  for  the 
voyage  in  17  hours  ! 

The  proclamation  of  captain  Thomas  Boyle,  of 
the  Chasseur,  [see  Weekly  Register  page  290]  de- 
claring the  strict  blockade  of  the  ports  and  harbors, 
&c.  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  is  published  in  the  London  Courier  of  the 
24th  December. 

The  London  Gazette  of  Nov.  17,  has  a list  of  Ame- 
rican vessels  captured,  burnt  and  destroyed  by  the 
squadron  under  rear  admiral  Hotham  from  6th  Au- 
gust to  9tli  October  last,  being  eighty  three  vessels. — 
[These  were  chiefly  small  coasting  vessels — the 
most  of  them  wood-flats  and  fishing  boats.] 

The  cargoes  from  Amelia,  seized  in  England,  have 
been  restored.  It  is  stated  that  permission  to  send 
cargoes  from  England  to  the  United  States  had  been 
refused  until  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  our  go- 
vernment is  known. 

CONTINENTAL  AFFAIRS. 

A great  many  hints  are  thrown  out  that  the  con- 
gresss  at  Vienna  may  not  end  harmoniously ; but 
what  they  have  done,  (if  any  thing,  conclusively)  is 
unknown.  If  what  is  reported  is  to  be  believed,  there 
will  be  great  “cutting  and  carving”  of  Saxony,  Po- 
land, Italy,  &c  It  seems  probable  that  something 
has  been  said  about  maritime  rights  that  do  not  quite 
please  the  English ; and  a Hamburg  paper  of  Decem- 
ber 28,  says  that  “ discord  [at  Vienna]  increased  dai- 
ly.”  As  we  know  nothing  of  a certainty,  we  shall 
not  register  reports,  being  pressed  so  much  for  room. 
But  a full  history  of  the  proceed  ings  of  this  congress 
may  be  expected  shortly,  which  shall  have  place. 

The  Italian  troops,  in  the  possessions  of  the  em- 
peror of  Austria  in  Italy,  had  been  ordered  to  Ger- 
many— discontent  and  desertion  to  great  extent  was 
caused  by  the  procedure;  and  seems  if  the  empe- 
ror shall  insist  on  its  execution  that  he  will  be  com- 
pelled to  send  another  army  to  enforce  it. 

Italy , generally,  is  much  disturbed  and  unsettled. 
It  is  thought  that  Murat  will  be  invited  to  resign  the 
throne  of  Maples. 

Switzerland  is  all  commotion.  The  king  of  Eng- 
land has  added  to  his  titles  that  of  “ King  of  Hano- 
ver■”  The  French  are  recruiting  their  army  by  an 
additional  force  of  100,000  men.  A London  paper 
of  JVovember  24,  says — “ The  general  opinion  of  the 
public  respecting  the  Duke  of  Wellington’s  embas- 
sy to  Paris,  will,  we  have  reason  to  suppose,  be  veri- 
fied by  his  Grace’s  recall.  His  life  is  even  said  to 
be  exposed  to  some  danger  in  the  French  capital, 
from  the  evil  passions  which  his  presence  there  has 
excited  ; and  the  most  ordinary  civilities  or  propo- 
sals are  received  with  coolness  and  caution,  only  be- 
cause they  come  from  lfim.”  We  hear  nothing  of  Bo- 
paparte,  except  that  he  was  indisposed,  and  a report 
thp.t  his  wife  is  to  be  married  to  the  king  of  Pries- 
sia.  It  is  stated  that  the  British  have  75,000  men  in 
Belgium.  The  “sovereign  prince  of  the  Netherlands” 
is  to  assume  the  title  of  King  of  Belgium.  Malta 
will  probably  become  a great  commercial  depot,  in 
the  possession  or  depend ance  of  England.  It  is  said 
that  tiie  congress  at  Vienna,  will  not  interfere  with 
or  take  up  the  slave  trade — France,  Spain,  and  Por- 
tugal appear  determined  to  pursue  it-.  We  have  no- 
thing particular  of  the  affairs  of  Spain;  but  sup- 
pose the  late  report  of  a new  revolution  there  is  not 
< oryect’  We  have  many  instances  of  the  dislike  of 


the  French  to  the  English — it  is  said  that  the  popu- 
lace drove  out  the  British  merchant  vessels  from  the 
port  of  St.  Maloes. 

The  coronation  of  Louis  XVIII.  is  expected  to 
take  place  in  June  next,  at  Iiheims,  where  prepara- 
tions are  making  for  the  ceremony. 

The  press  on  the  river  (says  a London  paper  of 
December  26)  continues  very  hot,  and  the  service 
will,  it  is  understood,  be  continued  until  10,000  able 
bodied  seamen  have  been  obtained.  [What  for?] 

Talleyrand,  it  appears,  as  archbishop  of  Rheims, 
has  charge  of  the  ecclesiastical  affairs  of  France! 

Soidt,  duke  of  Dalmatia,  is  dissatisfied,  and  has 
expressed  his  vyisli  to  return  into  private  life.  But 
apother  account  adds  that  he  has  been  charged  with 
the  management  of  the  armies  of  France,  and  that 
his  rigid  enforcement  of  orders  has  caused  no  little 
confusion.  The  state  of  France  is,  certainly,  unset- 
tled. A Madrid  paper  of  December  17,  says,  “it  is 
certain  that  a good  understanding  does  not  subsist 
between  the  courts  of  Madrid  and  St.  James.”  Per- 
sons who  had  purchased  national  property  in  Spain, 
have  not  only  been  deprived  of  it,  but  have  been 
mulcted  in  heavv  fines. 


Treaty  of  Peace  with  England, 

Adjutant-general' s office , 3 d Ward, 
New  York,  llth  February,  1815. 

After  orders. — The  commandants  of  the  several 
forts  within  the  harbor  of  New-York,  will  permit 
his  Britannic  majesty’s  ship  Favorite,  commanded 
by  the  honorable  James  A.  Made,  under  a flag  of 
truce,  with  Anthony  St.  John  Baker,  esquire,  bearer 
of  a treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  to  pass  up  to  the  city  to  such  ancho- 
rage as  may  be  deemed  desirable  to  the  commander 
of  said  ship. 

Mr.  Baker  and  suite  will  be  permitted  to  land  at 
such  place  as  he  may  deem  proper,  and  pass  to 
Washington  city,  the  seat  of  government.  The  ho- 
norable captain  Mude  is  requested  to  report  h’is 
arrival  in  the  harbor,  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  district. 

Bv  command  of  colonel  B.  Bogardus,  command- 
ing 3d  military  district. 

(Signed)  THOS  CHRYSTIE, 

Assistant  adjutant-general. 

Head  quarters,  4th  and  10 th  Military  District , 
Baltimore.  February  5. 

Sin — l have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  l have 
this  moment  received  a letter  from  the  secretary  for 
the  department  of  war,  advising  me  of  the  receipt 
of  a treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  and  of  the 
probability  of  its  being  ratified  by  the  proper  au- 
thority. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W SCOTT. 

The  mayor  of  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

1 From  the  Neio-York  Gazette. 

I A friend  who  has  conversed  with  Mr.  Carroll  has 
| obligingly  favored  us  with  the  following  : 

Messrs.  Lang , Turner  & Co. 

At  such  an  important,  epoch,  every  word  relat- 
| ing  to  the  great  subject  seems  to  have  consequence  ; 
j I therefore  hasten  to  give  you  a summary  of  the  news 
I have  collected  from  a hasty  glance  at  the  London 
papers  of  the  28th  and  31st  December,  and  in  an 

interview  with  my  friend  Mr.  C , the  welcome 

messenger. 

Peace  was  concluded  on  the  24th  of  December 
and  ratified  on  the  28th  by  tne  prince  regent — the 
terms  highly  honorable  to  America.  Affairs  remain 
as  they  were  before  the  war.  Not  an  inch  of  terri- 
tory ceded.  The  negociations  flagged  until  the  great 
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victory  of  M^onough,  which  gave  a spur  to  the  mi- 
nisters of  England  I may  add,  that  the  destruction 
t>J  Washington  was  a happy  event  for  this  country.  It 
united  the  whole  continent  in  expressing  their  ab- 
horrence of  such  savage  warfare  ; and  a Paris  paper 
goes  so  far  as  to  say,  each  of  their  capitals  had  in 
turn  been  in  possession  of  an  enemy,  but  all  therein 
was  respected;  and  Paris  was  not  burnt  because 
England  had  not  the  sole  control.  [Mark  this .] 

The  British  papers  give  as  a reason  fo»  making  a 
peace,  that  as  Russia  and  Prussia  appear  at  the  ge 
neral  congress  to  be  sticklers  for  maritime  rights,  it 
would  be  advisable  and  prudent  to  detach  America 
from  joining  the  contest 

Ministers  much  abused  for  the  manner  of  conduct- 
ing the  war — America  is  now  respected  by  the 
world— Louis  the  XVlIIth  sits  insecurely  on  his 
throne;  there  was  a conspiracy  formed  to  assassi- 
nate him  on  entering  the  Thuilleries,  which  was  dis- 
covered by  Marmont,  and  the  necessary  steps  taken 
to  suppress  it. 

Bonaparte  is  restless,  and  desires  much  to  go  to 
England. 

Treaty  of  Peace. 

JAMES  MADISON, 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

To  all  and  singular  to  "whom  these  presents  shall  come , 
greeting: 

WHEREAS  a treaty  of  peace  and  amity  between 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty was  signed,  at  Ghent,  on  the  twenty-fourth  day 
of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four- 
teen, by  the  plenipotentiaries  respectively  appointed 
for  tfiat  purpose;  and  the  said  treaty  having  been,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  cohsent  of  the  senate  of  the 
United  States,  duly  accepted,  ratified,  and  confirm- 
ed, on  the  seventeenth  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen;  and  ratified  copies  thereot 
having  been  exchanged  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of 
the  said  treaty,  which  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit: 

Treaty  of  peace  and  amity  between  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty and  the  United  States  of  America. 

His  Britannic  majesty  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  desirous  of  terminating  the  war  which  has 
unhappily  subsisted  between  the  two  countries,  and 
of  restoring,  upon  principles  of  perfect  reciprocity, 
peace,  friendship,  and  good  understanding  between 
them,  have,  for  that  purpose,  appointed  their  respec- 
tive plenipotentiaries, that  is  to  say:  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty, on  his  part,  has  appointed  the  right  honorable 
James  lord  Gambier , late  admiral  of  the  white,  now 
admiral  of  the  red  squadron  of  his  majesty’s  fleet, 
Henry  Goulbrum , esquire,  a member  of  the  imperial 
parliament  and  under  secretary  of  state,  and  William 
Adams,  esquire,  doctor  of  civil  laws: — And  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  senate  thereof,  has  appointed 
John  Quiiicy  Adams,  James  A.  Bayard,  Henry  Clay, 
Jonathan  Russell  and  Albert  Gallatin,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  who,  after  a reciprocal  communica- 
tion of  their  respective  full  powers,  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  tides; 

ARTICLE  THE  FIRST. 

There  shall  be  a firm  and  universal  peace  between 
his  Britannic  majesty  and  the  United  States,  and 
between  their  respective  countries,  territories,  cities, 
towns,  and  people,  of  evejy  degree,  without  excep- 
tion of  places  or  persons.  All  hostilities,  both  by  sea 
and  land,  shall  cease  as  soon  as  this  treaty  shall 
have  been  ratified  by  both  parties,  as  hereinafter 
mentioned.  All  territory,  places,  and  possessions 


whatsoever,  taken  from  either  party  by  the  other, 
during  the  war,  or  which  may  be  taken  after  the 
signing  of  this  treaty,  excepting  only  the  islands 
hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  be  resiored  without 
delay,  and  without  causing  any  destruction,  or  car- 
rying away  any  of  the  artillery  or  other  public  pro- 
perty originally  captured  in  the  said  forts  or  places, 
and  which  shall  remain  therein  upon  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  or  any  slaves  or 
other  private  property.  And  all  archives,  records, 
deeds,  and  papers,  either  of  a public  nature,  or  be- 
longing to  private  persons,  which,  in  the  course  of 
the  war,  may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  officers 
of  either  party,  shall  be,  as  far  as  may  be  practica- 
ble, forthwith  restored  and  delivered  to  the  proper 
authorities  and  persons  to  whom  they  respectively 
belong.  Such  of  the  islands  in  the  bay  of  Passama- 
qubddy  as  are  claimed  by  both  parties,  shall  remain 
in  the  possession  of  the  party  in  whose  occupation 
they  may  be  at  the  time  of’  the  exchange  of  the  rati- 
fications of  this  treaty,  until  the  decision  respecting 
the  title  to  the  said  islands  shall  have  been  made  in 
conformity  with  the  fourth  article  of  this  treaty.  No 
disposition  made  by  this  treaty,  as  to  such  possession 
of  the  islands  and  territories  claimed  by  both  parties, 
shall,  in  any  manner  whatever,  be  construed  to  affect 
the  right  of  either. 

ARTICLE  THE  SECOND. 

Immediately  after  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty 
by  both  parties,  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  orders 
shall  be  sent  to  the  armies,  squadrons,  officers,  sub- 
jects and  citizens,  of  the  two  powers  to  cease  from 
all  hostilities:  And  to  prevent  all  causes  of  complaint 
which  might  arise  on  account  of  the  prizes  which 
may  be  taken  at  sea  after  the  said  ratifications  of 
this  treaty,  it  is  reciprocally  agreed,  that  all  ves- 
sels and  effects  which  may  be  taken  after  the 
space  of  twelve  days  from  the  said  ratifications, 
upon  all  parts  of  the  coast  of  North  America, 
from  the  latitude  of  twenty-three  degrees  north, 
to  the  latitude  of  fifty  degrees  north,  and  as  far 
eastward  in  the  Atlantic  ocean,  as  the  thirty-sixth 
degree  of  west  longitude  from  the  meridian  of 
Greenwich,  shall  be  restored  to  each  side:  That 

the  time  shall  be  thirty  days  in  all  other  parts  of 
the  Atlantic  ocean,  north  of  the  equinoctial  line  or 
equator,  and  the  same  time  for  the  British  and 
Irish  channels,  for  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  all  parts 
of  the  West  Indies:  forty  days  for  the  North  seas, 
for  the  Baltic,  and  for  all  parts  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean: sixty  days  for  the  Atlantic  ocean  south  of  the 
equator  as  f.  r as  the  latitude  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope:  ninety  days  for  every  part  of  the  world  south 
of  the  equator:  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  days 
for  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  without  exception. 

ARTICLE  THE  THIRD. 

All  prisoners  of  war  taken  on  either  side,  as  well 
by  land  as  by  sea,  shall  be  restored  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable after  the  ratification  of  this  treaty,  as  herein- 
after mentioned,  on  their  paying  the  debts  which 
they  may  have  contracted  during  their  captivity. 
The  two  contracting  parties  respectively  engage  to 
discharge  in  specie,  the  advances  which  may  have 
been  made  by  the  otherjfor  the  sustenance  and  main- 
tenance of  such  prisoners. 

ARTICLE  TIIE  FOURTH. 

Whereas  it  was  stipulated  by  the  second  article  in 
the  treaty  of  peace,  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-three,  betweeu  his  Britannic  majesty  and 
the  United  States  of  America,  that  the  boundary  of 
the  United  States  should  comprehend  ail  islands 
within  twenty  leagues  of  any  part  of  the  shores  of 
the  United  States,  and  lying  between  lines  to  be 
drawn  due  east  from  the  points  where  the  aforesaid 
boundaries,  between  Nova  Scotia,  on  the  one  part, 
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and  East  Florida  on  the  other,  shall  respectively 
touch  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
excepting  such  islands  as  now  are,  or  heretofore  have 
been,  within  the  limits  of  Nova  Scotia  ; and  where- 
as the  several  islands  in  the  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy, 
which  is  part  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  nd  the  island 
of  Grand  Metian  in  the  said  Bay  of  Fundy,  are 
claimed  by  the  United  States  as  being  comprehend- 
ed within  their  aforesaid  boundaries,  which  said 
islands  are  claimed  as  belonging  to  his  Britannic 
majesty,  as  having  been  at  the  time  of,  and  previous 
to,  the  aforesaid  treaty  of  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty  three  within  the  limits  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Nova  Scotia  : In  order,  therefore,  finally  to 
decide  upon  these  claims,  it  is  agreed  that  they  shall 
be  referred  to  two  commissioners,  to  be  appointed 
in  the  following  manner,  viz  ; one  commissioner 
shall  be  appointed  by  his  Britannic  majesty,  and  one 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate  thereof,  and  the 
said  two  commissioners  so  appointed  shall  be  sworn 
impartially  to  examine  and  decide  upon  the  said 
claims  according  to  such  evidence  as  shall  he  laid 
before  them  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  majesty 
and  of  the  United  States  respectively.  The  said 
commissioners  shall  meet  at  St.  Andrews,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  New  Brunswick,  and  shall  have  power  to 
adjourn  to  such  other  place  or  places  as  they  shall 
think  fit.  The  said  commissioners  shall,  by  a de- 
claration or  report  under  their  hands  aild  seals,  de- 
cide to  which  of  the  two  contracting  parties  the  se- 
veral islands  aforesaid  do  respectively  belong,  in 
conformity  with  the  true  intent  of  the  said  treaty  of 
peace  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three.  And  if  the  said  commissioners  shall  agree  in 
their  decision,  both  parties  shall  consider  such  de- 
cision as  final  and  tonclusive.  It  is  further  agreed, 
that  in  the  event  of  the  two  commissioners  differing 
upon  all  or  any  of  the  matters  so  referred  to  them, 
or  in  the  event  of  both  or  either  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners refusing,  or  declining,  or  wilfully  omitting, 
to  act  as  such,  they  shall  make,  jointly  or  separately, 
a report  or  reports,  as  well  to  the  government  of  his 
Britannic  majesty  as  to  that  of  the  United  States, 
stating  in  detail  the  points  on  which  they  differ,  and 
the  grounds  upon  which  their  respective  opinions 
have  been  formed,  or  the  grounds  upon  which  tkey, 
or  either  of  them,  have  so  refused,  declined,  or  omit- 
ted to  act.  And  his  Britannic  majesty,  and  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  hereby  agree  to  re- 
fer the  report  or  reports  of  the  said  commissioners, 
to  some  friendly  sovereign  or  state,  to  be  then  named 
for  that  purpose,  and  who  shall  be  requested  to  de- 
cide on  the  differences  which  may  be  stated  in  the 
said  report  or  reports,  or  upon  the  report  of  one 
commissioner,  together  with  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  other  commissioner  shall  have  refused,  | 
declined,  or  omitted  to  act,  as  the  case  may  be.  And 
if  the  commissioner  so  refusing,  declining,  or  omit- 
ting to  act,  shall  also  wilfully  omit  to  state  the 
grounds  upon  which  he  has  so  done,  in  such  manner 
that  the  said  statement  may  be  referred  to  such 
friendly  sovereign  or  state,  together  with  the  report 
of  such  other  commissioner,  then  such  sovereign  or 
state  shall  decide  ex  parte  upon  the  said  report  alone. 
And  his  Britannic  majesty  and  the  government  of  the 
United  States  engage  to  consider  the  decision  of 
some  friendly  sovereign  or  state  to  be  such  and  con- 
clusive on  all  the  matters  so  referrred. 

article  the  fittk. 

Whereas  neither  that  point  of  the  high  lands  ly- 
ing due  north  from  the  source  of  the  river  St.  Croix, 
and  designated  in  the  former  treaty  of  peace  be- 
tween the  two  powers  as  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia,  now  the  north- westermost  head  of  Con- 


necticut river,  has  yet  been  ascertained;  and  where- 
as that  part  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  domi- 
nion of  the  two  powers  which  extends  from  the 
source  of  the  river  St.  Croix  directly  north  to  the 
abovementioned  north-west  angle  of  Nova  Scotia, 
thence  along  the  said  highlands  which  divide  those 
rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  river  9t.  Law- 
rence from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean 
to  the  north-Westermost  head  of  Connecticut  river, 
thence  down  along  the  middle  of  the  river  to  the 
forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude;  thence  hyaline 
due  west  on  said  latitude  until  it  strikes  the  river 
Iroquois  or  Cataraguy,  has  not  yet  been  surveyed: — 

It  is  agreed,  that  for  thase  several  purposes  two 
commissioners  shall  be  appointed,  sworn,  and  autho- 
rized, to  act  exactly  in  the  manner  directed  with 
respect  to  those  mentioned  in  the  next  preceding  ar- 
ticle, unlpss  otherwise  specified  in  the  present  article. 
The  said  commissioners  shall  meet  at  Su  Andrews, 
in  the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  and  shall  have 
power  to  adjourn  to  such  other  place  or  places  as 
they  shall  think  fit.  The  said  commissioners  shall 
have  power  to  ascertain  and  determine  the  points 
abovementioned,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
of  the  said  treaty  of  peace  of  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  three,  and  shall  cause  the  boun- 
dary aforesaid,  from  the  source  of  the  river  St. 
Croix  to  the  river  Iroquois  or  Cataraguy,  to  be  sur- 
veyed and  marked  according  to  ihe  said  provisions. 
The  said  commissioners  shall  make  a map  of  the 
said  boundary,  and  annex  to  it  a declaration  under 
their  hands  and  seals,  certifying  it  to  be  the  true 
map  of  the  said  boundary,  and  particularizing  the 
latitude  and  longitude  of  the  north-west  angle 
of  Nova  Scotia,  of  the  north-westermost  head  of 
Connecticut  river,  and  of  such  other  points  of  the 
same  boundary  as  they  may  deem  proper.  And  both 
parties  agree  to  consider  such  map  and  declaration  as 
finally  and  conclusively  fixing  the  said  boundary. 
And  in  the  event  of  the  said  two  commissioners  dif- 
fering, or  both,  or,  either  of  them,  refusing  or  de- 
clining, or  Wilfully  omitting  to  act,  such  reports, 
declarations,  or  statements,  shall  be  made  by  them, 
or  either  of  them,  and  such  reference  to  a friendly 
sovereign  or  state,  shall  be  made,  in  all  respects  as 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  fourth  article  is  contained, 
and  in  as  full  a manner  as  if  the  same  was  herein  re- 
peated. 

article  the  sixth. 

Whereas,  by  the  former  treaty  of  peace  that  por- 
tion of  the  boundary  of  live  United  States  from  the 
point  where  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude 
strikes  the  river  Iroquois  or  Cataraguy  to  the  lake 
Superior,  was  declared  to  be  “along  the  middle  of 
“said  river  into  lake  Ontario,  through  the  middle  of 
“said  lake  until  it  strikes  the  communication  by  wa- 
“ter  between  that  lake  and  lake  Erie,  thence  along 
“the  middle  of  said  communication  into  lake  Erie, 
“through  the  middle  of  said  lake  until  it  arrives  at 
“the  water  communication  into  the  lake  Huron, 
“thence  through  the  middle  of  said  lake  to  the  wa- 
“ter  communication  between  that  lake  and  lake  Su- 
perior:” And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  what 
was  the  middle  of  said  river,  lakes  and  water  com- 
munications, and  whether  certain  islands  lying  iiv 
the  same  were  within  the  dominions  of  his  Britannic 
majesty  or  of  the  United  States:  In  order,  there 

fore,  finally  to  decide  these  doubts,  they  shall  be 
referred  to  two  commissioners,  to  be  appointed, 
sworn,  and  authorised  to  act  exactly  in  the  manner 
directed  with  respect  to, those  mentioned  in  the 
next  preceding  article,  unless  otherwise  specified  in 
this  present  article.  The  said  commissioners  shall 
meet,  in  the  first  instance,  at  Albany,  in  the  state 
of  New-York,  and  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to 
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3«ch  other  place  or  places  as  they  shall  think  fit: — , the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty. — 
Tha  said  commissioners  shall,  bv  a report  or  decla-jAnd  all  other  expences  attending  the  said  commis- 
ration,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  designate  thejsioners  shall  be  defrayed  equally  by  the  two  parties, 
boundary  through  the  said  river,  likes,  and  water  And  in  the  case  of  death,  sickness,  resignation,  or 


communications,  and  decide  to  which  of  the  two 
contracting  parties  the  several  islands  lying  within 
the  said  river,  lakes,  and  water  communications,  do 
respectively  belong,  in  conformity  with  the  true  in- 
tent of  the  said  treaty  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-three.  And  both  parties  agree  to  consi- 
der such  designation  and  decision  as  final  and  con- 
clusive. And  in  the  event  of  the  said  two  commis- 
sioners differing,  or  both,  or  either  of  them,  refu- 
sing, declining,  or  wilfully  omitting  to  act,  such 
reports,  declarations  or  statements,  shall  he  made  by 
them,  or  either  of  them,  and  such  reference  to  a 
friendly  sovereign  or  state  shall  be  made  in  all  res- 
pects as  in  the  latter  part  of  the  fourth  article  is  con- 
tained, and  in  as  full  a manner  as  it  the  same  was 
herein  repeated. 

ARTICLE  THE  SEVENTH”. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  the  said  two  last  mention- 
ed commissioners,  after  they  shall  have  executed 
the  duties  assigned  to  them  in  the  preceding  article, 
shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  upon  their 
oaths  impartially  to  fix  and  determine,  according  to 
the  true  intent  of  the  said  treaty  of  peace,  of  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  that  part 
of  the  boundary  between  the  dominions  of  the  two 
powers,  which  extends  from  the  water  communica- 
tion between  lake  Huron,  and  lake  Superior,  to  the 
most  north-western  point  of  the  lake  of  the  Woods, 
to  deci  le  to  which  of  the  two  parties  the  several 
islands  lying  in  the  lakes,  water  communications, 
arid  rivers,  forming  the  said  boundary,  do  respec- 
tively belong,  in  conformity  with  the  true  intent  of 
the  said  treaty  of  peace,  of  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three  ; and  to  cause  such  parts  of 
the  said  boundary,  as  require  it,  to  be  surveyed  and 
marked.  The  said  commissioners  shall,  by  a re- 
port or  declaration  under  their  hands  and  seals,  de- 
signate the  boundary  aforesaid,  state  their  decision 
on  the-  points  thus  referred  to  Them,  and  particular- 
ize the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  most  north- 
western point  of  the  lake  of  the  Woods,  and  of  such 
other  parts  of  the  said  boundary  as  they  may  deem 
proper.  And  both  parties  agree  to  consider  such 
designation  and  decision  as  final  and  conclusive  — 
And,  in  the  event  of  the  said  two  commissioners  dif- 
fering, or  both,  or  either  of  them  refusing,  declin- 
ing, or  wilfully  omitting  to  act,  such  reports,  de- 
clarations, or  statements,  shall  be  made  by  them, 
or  either  of  them,  and  such  reference  to  a friendly 
sovereign  or  state,  shall  be  made  in  all  respects,  as 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  fourth  article  is  contained, 
and  in  as  full  a manner  as  if  the  same  was  herein  re- 
peated. 

ARTICLE  THE  EIGHTH. 

The  several  boards  of  two  commissioners  mention- 


necessary  absence,  the  place  of  every  such  commis- 
sioner respectively  shall  be  supplied  in  the  same 
manner  as  such  commissioner  was  first  appointed, 
and  the  new  commissioner  shall  take  the  same  oath 
or  affirmation,  and  do.  the  same  duties.  It  is  further 
agreed  between  the  two  contracting  parties,  that  in 
case  any  of  the  islands  mentioned  in  any  of  the  pre- 
ceding articles,  which  were  in  the  possession  of  one 
of  the  parties  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the 
present  war  between  the  two  couutries,  should,  bv 
the  decision  of  any  of  the  boards  of  commissioner* 
aforesaid,  or  of  the  sovereign  or  state  so  referred 
to,  as  in  the  four  next  preceding  articles  contained, 
fall  within  the  dominions  of  the  other  party,  all 
grants  of  land  made  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  the  war  by  the  party  having  had  such  possession, 
shall  be  as  valid  as  if  such  island  or  islands,  had  by 
such  decision  or  decisions,  been  adjudged  to  be  with, 
in  the  dominions  of  the  party  having  had  such  pos- 
session. 

ARTICLE  THE  NTNTII. 

The  United  States  of  America  engage  to  put  nr* 
end  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  present 
treaty  to  hostilities  with  all  the  tribes  or  nations  of 
Indians,  with  whom  they  may  be  at  war  at  the  time 
of  such  ratification;  and  forthwith  to  restore  to  such 
tribes  or  nations,  respectively,  all  the  possessions, 
rights  and  privileges,  which  they  may  have  enjoyed 
or  been  entitled  to  in  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eleven,  previous  to  such  hostilities:  Provided 
always,  that  such  tribes  or  nations  shall  agree  to  de- 
sist from  all  hostilities, against  the  United  States  of 
America,  their  citizens  and  subjects,  upon  the  ra- 
tification of  the  present  treaty  being  notified  to 
such  tribes  or  nations,  and  shall  so  desist  according- 
ly. And  his  Britannic  majesty  engages,  on  his  part, 
to  put  an  end  immediately  after  the  ratification  of 
the  present  treaty,  to  hostilities  with  all  the  tribes- 
or  nations  of  indians  with  whom  he  may  be  at  wai* 
at  the  time  of  such  ratification,  and  forthwith  to  res- 
tore to  such  tribes  or  nations,  respectively,  all  the 
possessions,  rights,  and  privileges,  which  theymav 
have  enjoyed  or  been  entitled  to,  in  one  thousand, 
eight  hundred  and  eleven,  previous  to  such  hostili- 
ties: Provided  always , that  such  tribes  or  nations 
shall  agree  to  desist  from  all  hostilities  against  his 
Britannic  majesty,  and  his  subjects,  upon  the  rati- 
fication of  the  present  treaty  being  notified  to  such 
tribes  or  nations,  and  shall  so  desist  accordingly. 

ARTICLE  THE  TENTH. 

Whereas  the  traffic  in  slaves  is  irreconcilable  with 
the  principles  of  humanity  and  justice,  and  whereas 
both  his  majesty  and  the  United  S-tates  are  desirous 
of  continuing  their  efforts  to  promote  its  entire  abo- 
lition, it  is  hereby  agreed  that  both  the  contracting 


ed  in  the  four  preceding  articles,  shall  respectively ' parties  shall  use  their  best  endeavors  to  accomplish 
have  power  to  appoint  a secretary,  and  to  employ!  so  desirable  an  object, 
such  surveyors  or  other  persons  as  they  shall  judge, 

T'— i:---  -V  -II  ‘I-:-  - ARTICLE  THE  ELEVENTH. 

This  treaty,  when  the  same  shall  have  been  ra- 


necessary.  Duplicates  of  all  their  respective  re-j 
ports,  declarations,  statements  and  decisions,  and 
of  their  accounts,  and  of  the  journal  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, shall  be  delivered  by  them  to  the  agents 


tified  on  both  sides,  without  alteration  by  either  o‘ 
the  contracting  parties,  and  the  ratificationsmutual- 


of  his  Britannic  majesty,  and  to  the  agents  of  the  ly  exchanged,  shall  be  binding  on  both  parties,  an 
United  States,  who  may  be  respectively  appointed  j the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  at  Washington 
and  authorized  to  manage  the  business  on  behalf  of  j in  the  space  of  four  months  from  this  day,  or  soone: 


their  respective  governments.  The  said  commis- 
sioners shall  be  respectively  paid  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  agreed  between  the  two  contracting  parties, 
such  agreement  being  to  be  settled  at  the  time  of 


if  practicable. 

In  faith  whereof,  we  the  respective  plenipoten- 
tiaries have  signed  this  treaty,  and  hav'-jj 
thereunto  affixed  our  seals. 
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Done,  in  trcpiicate,  at  Ghent,  the  twenty  fourth 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fourteen, 
ft.  s.)  GAMBIER, 

(l.  s.)  HENRY  GOULBURN, 

( l . s.)  WILLIAM  ADAMS, 

(l.  s.)  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

(l.  s.)  J.  A.  BAYARD, 

(l.  s.)  H.  CLAY, 

(l.  s.)  JON  A.  RUSSELL, 

(l.  s.)  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Now,  therefore*  to  the  end  that  the  said  treaty  of 
peace  and  amity  may  be  observed  with  good  faith, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  I,  James  Madison, 
president  as  aforesaid,  have  caused  the  premises  to 
be  made  public;  and  I do  hereby  enjoin  all  persons 
bearing  office,  civil  or  military,  within  the  United 
States,  and  all  others,  citizens  or  inhabitants  thereof, 
or  being  within  the  same,  faithfully  to  observe  and 
fulfil  the  said  treaty  and  every  clause  and  article 
thereof. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I have  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed  to  these 
presents,  and  signed  the  same  with  my 
hand. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  eigh-j 
teenth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fif- 
teen, and  of  the  sovereignty  and  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States  tiie  thirty- 
ninth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

By  the  president, 

JAMES  MONROE,  Acting  secretary  of  state. 


(l.  s.) 


The  regent’s  speech  is  miserably  maigre.  Hard 
was  his  royal  highness  put  to  it  when  he  had  to  im- 
press the  destruction  of  our  “flotilla  in  the  Patuxent” 
into  it,  for  something  to  boast  of.  The  world  should 
know  that  that  flotilla,  whose  destruction  was  a mat- 
ter of  so  great  moment  as  to  be;  announced  from  the 
throne — was  not  destroyed  by  the  English , and  car- 
ried, in  the  whole,  only  14  or  16  guns.  He  also 
boasts  about  Washington . Posterity  will  hate  him 
for  it.  He  likewise  talks  about  the  country  “east  of 
the  Penobscot.”  That's  an  affair  between  him  and 
his  friends. 

Advertisement  extraordinary. — From  the  Lon- 
don  Public  Advertiser. — 

Wanted — The  spirit  which  animated  the  conduct  of 
Elizabeth , Oliver  and  William. 
Better  negociators  and  more  gun-pow- 
der. 

Lost All  idea  of  national  digffity  and  honor. 

Found That  any  insignificant  state  may  insult 

that  which  used  to  call  herself  the  mis- 
tress of  the  waves. 

The  news  of  peace  with  America  has  received  a 
general  rejoicing  at  Yarmouth.  The  bells  have  been  j 
rung  for  two  days,  and  colors  hoisted  in  various 
parts  of  the  town ; and  there  has  been  several  con- 
vivial parties  at  the  taverns  to  celebrate  the  event. 

American  privateers  in  the  East  Indies. 

London,  Nov.  26.  The  East  India  company  ship 
A dele,  has  been  captured  by  an  American  priva- 
teer off*  Pontana — other  privateers  were  cruising  off 
the  coast  of  Sumatra. 

Portsmouth,  f Eng. ) Nov.  21.  On  Wednesday 
the  Regent,  Sreatham,  Lousdale,  Kent  and  Caroline, 
valuably  laden  with  spices  from  the  Molucca  Isl- 
ands, and  the  Bonetta,  from  .the  South  seas,  went 
past  for  the  Downs.— The  Steatham  left  Amboyna 
about  the  19th  of  May,  arrived  at  Batavia  on  the 
28th,  and  was  detained  there  till  the  26th  of  July,  in 


consequence  of  an  embargo  -which  the  government  had 
impressed,  on  account  of  some  American  privateers  be- 
ing in  the t quarter,  and  which  had  made  one  or  two 
captures.  One  of  the  privateers,  of  20  guns,  and 
200  men,  had  been  lately  captured  by  the  Owen 
Glendower  frigate,  capt.  Brian  Hodgson.  A prize 
to  the  Hyder-Alley,  American  privateer,  had  ran 
into  Saldenea  Bay,  (Cape  of  Good  Hope)  in  distress, 
and  was  there  taken  possession  of  by  the  troops  in 
garrison — she  was  captured  on  the  coast  of  Sumatra. 

The  Harpy  privateer,  arrived  at  Salem,  after  a 
great  cruise,  heard  that  the  Wasp  was  off  the  Cana- 
ries carrying  on  a mighty  business. 

It  is  stated  that  the  British  have  lately  captured 
an  American  privateer  (supposed  to  be  the  Lyon)  in 
the  Tagus,  which  she  entered  in  distress,  dismasted. 
The  destruction  of  the  Gen.  Armstrong  at  Fayal  had 
excited  great  sensibility  at  Lisbon.  An  account  of 
it  was  speedily  sent  to  Brazil  by  a frigate. 

Illumination. — In  consequence  of  the  following 
proclamation,  the  city  of  Baltimore  was,  indeed, 
splendidly  illuminated  on  Wednesday  evening  last : 
having  some  note  of  the  chief  things  worthy  of  no- 
tice, an  account  of  it  may  be  published  hereafter. 
The  scene  was  delightful  and  enjoyed  by  the  mild- 
ness of  the  evening,  to  its  fullest  extent.  It  went  off 
with,  perhaps,  unprecedented  order  and  harmony. 

PROCLAMATION, 

By  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

It  is  hereby  respectfully  recommended  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  city  and  precincts  of  Baltimore,  to  testi- 
fy their  high  sense  of  the  illustrious  and  unparallel- 
ed achievments  of  the  arms  of  our  country,  under 
the  command  of  major-general  Andrew  Jackson,  at 
N ew  Orleans,  by  an  illumination.  And  that  the  same 
may  be  made  in  an  orderly  and  peaceable  manner,  it 
is  further  respectfully  recommended,  that  it  com- 
mence precisely  at  the  hour  of  7 p.  m.  this  evening, 
and  be  extinguished  precisely  at  9 o’clock  thereafter 

It  is  confidently  expected,  that  in  this  manifesta- 
tion of  public  joy*  no  inconsiderate  dissatisfaction 
will  occur,  of  those  worthy  citizens  whose  religious 
opinion  do  not  permit  them  to  join  therein ; and 
those  whose  indisposition  or  absence  prevents  them 
from  a like  avowal  of  their  gladness. 

All  officers  are  enjoined  vigilantly  to  discourage 
and  prohibit  any  interruption  of  the  public  harmony. 

EDWARD  JOHNSON,  mayor. 
Mayor's  office,  Baltimore,  Feb.  15,  1815. 

A Burlington,  Vt.  paper  says,  that  captain  (com- 
monly called  commodore)  Macdonough,  is  to  take 
command  of  the  steam  frigate  at  New  York.  His 
late  promotion  entitles  him  to  command  a vessel  of 
this  class. 

It  is  stated  to  be  acknowledged  by  the  officers  of 
the  Majestic,  that  the  President  silenced  \heEudymi- 
on  before  the  other  ships  came  up.  The  latter  ap- 
pears to  have  been  terribly  mauled;  and,  it  is  said, 
really  struck  her  colors. 

The  famous  privateer  True  Blooded  Yankee,  or,  as 
the  British  papers  call  her,  the  Bloody minded  Yan- 
kee, has  at  length  been  captured  and  sent  into  Gib- 
raltar. 

Charleston. — A letter  from  Charleston  dated 
Feb.  1,  says  “We  have  90  pieces  of  ordnance  mount- 
ed on  the  lines  in  the  rear  of  the  city — 32’s,  24’s, 
18fs  and  l^’s. 


The  delay  that  has  occurred  in  the  usual  receipt 
of  the  Register  will  be  compensated  by  its  contents. 
See  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  Stales  and 
Great  Britain. 

ft-  is  understood  that  the  treaty  of  peace  was 
unanimously  (or  nearly  so)  approved  by  the  senate. 
A great  deal  of  matter,  in  type,  lies  over. 
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Files  of  the  Register. 

While  laboring  under  the  difficulties  incident  to 
the  war,  the  editor  was  ever  consoled  with  the  pros 
pect  that  at  the  restoration  of  peace,  he  would  be 
able  soon  to  dispose  of  the  copies  of  the  Weekly 
Register  that  might  then  be  on  hand.  The  &reat 
demand  for  complete  files  within  these  ew  d.v  p st,' 
convinces  him  that  hope  wiil  be  realized  much  soon 
er  than  he  expected. 

But  it  is  found  that  some  are  disposed  to  receive 
only  those  volumes  which  cant  tin  the  documents, 
fac's  and  incidents  belonging  to  the  period  of  the 
war  (which  are,  certainly,  the  most  precious  and 
cost  me  more  labor,  than  any  I -ver  may  oublish) — 
and  those  being  obtained,  they  will  care  nothing  fur- 
ther for  me  or  the  Register. 

I do  not  value  such  patrons.  1 am  morally  certain 
that  every  complete  copy  I have' "will  sell  on  : air  terms, 
and  thanh  no  man  to  assure  me  that  the  demand  will 
be  greater  than  I can  supply. 

Every  one  has  a right  to  fix  the  Value  on  a com- 
modity he  has  for  sal  • — but  he  should  not  be  un- 
reasonable because  he  feels  that  he  has  the  monopoly 
of  it.  1 know  that  the  Weekly  Register  cannot  be 
supplanted,  or  supplied,  as  to  things  that  hate  past 
in  the  moral,  civil  and  political  world  since  its  es- 
tablishm  .*nt — but  theconditi  ms  on  which  it  may  be 
had  shall  not  subject  me  to  tne  charge  of  covetous- 
ness. 

Let  this  fact  he  remarked — in  consequence  of  being 
Compelled  to  reprint  the  first  and  second  volumes 
— they  h ive  Cost  (or  w ,11  cost)  me,  at  least  one  dol- 
lar more,  for  each,  rhart  those  of  the  same  volumes 
delivered  to  ;ny  old  fVien  Is  an  ! subscribers.  For 
this  I should  have  some  indemnifiation. 

All  I ask  is  this — that  those  who  wish  files  shall 
fay  2 7 dollars  for  each— that  is  to  say: 

For  the  3 ye  irs  completed  in  September  last 

Supplement  to  Vol  V.  (extr  .)  1 

Ciirrent  year  to  September  next,  now 
payable,  according  to  the  conditi- 
ons, by  the  original  subscribers.  5 

For  the  supplement  to  vol.  VI!,  (extra.)  1 
For  the  vear  in  advance  from  Sept.  1815 
to  18i6.  5 

. , $27 

Which  is  only  to  exact  5 dollars  in  advance  for 
one  year,  to  indemnify  me  for  the  extraordinary  ex- 
pence I have  been  at  as  aforesaid,  and  for  laying  so 
long  out  of  the  money  which  the  stock  of  books  cost 
me.  No  man  will  say  that  this  is  unreasonable. 

These  terms  will  be  our  guide  until  September 
next — after  w'iiich,  if  any  files  remain  to^be  disposed 
•f,  the  advance  will  be  increased. 


The  dose  of  the  volume. 

The  present  number  comoletes  the  7th  volume,  or 
half  year,  of  the  Weekly  Register,  An  index  for 
it,  on  an  enlarged  and  improved  plan*  will  be  deli 
vere  t this  day  fortnight,  and  the  supplement  be  sent 
to  those  who  ordered  it,  in  a few  days  thereafter. 

It  is  a great  pleasure  and,  he  hopes,  an  honest 
pride,  that  the  editor  seizes  this  happy  occasion  to 
tender  his  thanks  for  the  distinguished  liberality 

VOL  VJf  A A 

CCr  U is  an  unlooked-for  an  1 exceedingly  mortifying  necessity,  t con  pels  us  to  issu<j  this  riumb(5&cn 
paper  oi  an  inferior  quality  after  waiting  several  days  for  a supply. — Thursday  evening  t March  3% 


w i wlucli  this  i.1  voted  Work  h<»  been  net  sn  mil 
s upoiteii;  It  is  now  to  be  found  in  m-;>>  of  the 
pu  lie  libraries,  and  is  working  its  w«iy  into  the  pri- 
v iu  collections  of  our  most  illustrious  citizens,  with 
increasing  rafiidi  y— 

Mohflitate  viijet,  et  vire*  acqulrit  etuwlo. 

As  has  been  heretofore  observed,  the  prevailing 
idea  (founded,  indeed,  .n  fr  q.i  ;r  ex  ” ru  nee)  that 
works  of  this  kind  could  not  be  supported  or  con- 
tinued in  the  United  States,  has  materially  *fie*  ed 
my  interest.  T »e  repeated  failure  of  periodical 
publications  amongst  us,  some  of  them  widi  much 
h.gher  pretensions  to  patronage  than  iny  opine  of 
myself  led  me  *.o  aspire  *.o,  plead  powerful t -g,  ust 
the  hope  of  our  friends*  that  we  coul  i ‘Ve-thcr  ‘he 
storm”  with  which  negligence  md  procrastination  is 
always  ready  lo  buff  t the  new  beginner.  Ts  * pre- 
vented many  subscriptions,  chiefly  among  that  class 
of  the  people  that  would  have  been  the  most  us  ful 
to «us,  because  a calculation  might  h iVe  been  m-ide 
upon  them  as  pennanent  and  regular  patrons.-  We 
d ust,  however,  that  oilr  ordeal*  like  that  of  our  be- 
loved republic,  is  passed  in  triumph.  If  we  have 
been  assailed  by  open  enemies  Without,  and  “blue- 
lights”  within  th  pale  of  our  subscription  list,  we 
h-  ve  also  had  our  Brown's,  Jackson's  and  Scott's 
Ga: ties',  Coffee  s and  Carrol's our  Rodgers',  r)ecct- 
tiir's  and  Hull's — and  Perry's , Mttcdonovgh's  nd 
Blakeley's  to  Support  aiul  encourage  us  ; jnd  -av,  in 
the  language  of  Lawrence,  but  With  more  fortunate 
effect,  “Don’t  give  Up  the  ship.”  Thus,, sustained, 
we  have  persevered,  and  the  Register  has  now  ac- 
quired a standing  and  value,  that,  m any  reasonably- 
to-be-expected  event,  will  insure  its  continuance  on 
its  present  plan — which,  1 h>ve  the  satisfaction  to 
believe,  has  not  essentially  changed  from  the  origi- 
nal prospectus,  except. that  the  political  matter,  by 
the  ‘‘events  of  the  war,”  transcended  the  bounds  we 
would  have  allotted  it. 

It  shall  be  the  constant  care  of  the  editor  to  guard 
a reputation  that  has  been  established  by  incessant 
labor  and  unwearied  industry.  *fcvery  effort  .-hall 
still  be  made  to  ascertain  the  truth,  and  it  shall  be 
inserted  with  fairness  and  impartiality,  affect  whom 
it  may.  We  shall  be  especially  Cautious  against  in- 
attention, a sin  by  which  we  have  suffered  so  much 
for  others. 

The  return  of  peace  will  have  a considerable  ef- 
fect on  the  general  contents  of  this  work  ; which, 
as  a record  of  passing  events,  ha  i asssm<  d more  of 
the  nature  of  an  ordinary  iiews-papfrr  t han  I wished — 
leading  many  to  expect  earlier  .intelligence  than  a 
weekly  publication  is  capable  of  conveying,  and  to 
others  giving  large  portions  of  what  they  considered 
stale  articles;  which,  however,  1 hope,  in  general, 
they  will  r*  ad  with  pleasure  and  profit  a little  while 
hence.  But  a mighty  mass  of  matter,  honorable  to 
our  country  or  to  individuals,  or  useful  in  a thou- 
sand different  ways,  relating  to  the  war,  yet  remains 
to  be  noticed.  We  shall  proceed  with  it  regularly. 
Vs  opportunity  offers,  until  our  valuable  stock  is  ex- 
hausted. Of  things  past,  we  shall  speak  as  they  de- 
served; of  things  to  come,  as  we  think  they  merit  > 
and,  upon  the  whole,  perhaps,  be  able  to  publish  a 
more  interesting  work  in  peace  than  in  war;  as, 
relieved  from  the  severe  drudgery  of  collecting* so- 
litary fact  from  million-rumor,  much  time  may  be 
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Spent  in  those  statistical  enquiries  that  have  met  the  ; country.  Peace,  at  all  times  a blessing-,  is  peculiar- 


universal  approbation.  Among  the  things  of  this 
kind  we  have  planned,  is  a very  extensive  chronolo- 
gical table  or  general  index  of  the  events  of  the  war. 


ly  welcome,  therefore,  at  a period  when  the  causes 
for  the  war  have  ceased  to  operate;  when  the  govern- 
ment has  demonstrated  the  efficiency  of  its  powers 


with  reference  to  the  Register  for  the  matters  stated  j of  defence;  and  when  the  nation  can  review  its  con- 
at  length  ; which,*  it  is  believed,  will  be  very  useful,  j duct  without  regret,  and  without  reproach. 

It  is  also  in  contemplation  to  have  written  for  this  j I recommend  to  your  care  and  beneficence,  the 


uisToiiv  of! gallant  men  whose  aqhievments,  in  every  depart- 


work,  by -a  gentleman  of  fine  talents, 

ME  was.  imentof  military  service,  on  the  land  and  on  the 

The  want  of  a common  index  begins  to  be  felt.  1 [water,  have  so  essentially  contributed  to  the  honor 
the  editor  should  live  so  long  (an  1 if  he 'does  no?,  be  of  the  American  name,  and  to  the  restoration  of 
hereby  enjoins  it  on  his  successor)  he  .proposes,  after  peace.  The  feelings  of  conscious  patriotism  and. 
the  10th  volume  is  finished,  to  have  made  and  to  worth  will  animate  such  men,  under  every  change 
publish,  a very  minute  and  general  index,  in  which  of  fortune  and  pursuit;  but  their  country  performs  a 
every  item  in  the  preceding  volumes  shall  he  insert-  duty  to  itself,  when  it  bestows  those  testimonials  of 
ed  under  all  the  probable  heads  that  it  can  be  look- ; approbation  and  applause,  which  are,  at  once,  the 
ed  for,  to  collect  together  all  the  facts  belonging  to  reward,  and  the  incentive,  to  great  actions. 


one  thing.  It  will  make  several  sheets,  and  shall  be 
printed  on  a good  large  type  and  fine  strong  paper, 
to  be  bound  by  itself,  for  more  easy  reference. 

While  the  editor  thus  pours  out  his  gratitude  and 
promises  his  friends  to  endeavor  to  deserve  a con  - 
tinuance  of  their  support,  he  has,  for  the  last  time, 
to  many  at  least  through ' this  medium,  to  speak  on 
a subject  as  mortifying  as  painful.  Payment  for  the 
current  yeax  is  now  due  from  all  who  have  not  anti- 
cipated the  time  (and  they, I thankfully  acknowledge, 
are  not  a few)  and  no  doubt  it  will  be  immediately 
made,  with  its  accustomed  promptitude.  But  there 
are  four  Or  jive  hundred  persons  who  will  receive 
no  more  papers  from  me  until  they  pay  up  their 
arrearages  of  two,  three  or  four  years / I have  had 
the  patronage  of  their  names  long  enough;  and,  as* 
entreaty  has  failed  to  convict  them  of  the  dishones- 
ty of  their  conduct,  means  shall  be  taken  to  coerce 
them  to  a sense  of  justice.  If  in  this  purgation  of 
my  Augean  stable,  any  mistake  should  arise,  the 
editor  bespeaks  the  liberality  of  the  person  injured, 
and  promises  the  amende  honorable  when  informed 
of  his  error.  And,  as  frequent  failures  or  delays  of 
the  mails  take  place,  he  would  respectfully  cau- 
t.Lpn  those  who  are  conscious  that  they  have  dealt 
fairly  with  the  Register , not  to  impute  a mistake  to 
him,  until  time  shall  be  allowed  to  give  assurance  of 
the  fact.  The  fault  of  non-payment  I believe  hasr  in 
some  cases,  been  owing  more  to  the  negligence  of 
agents  whose  ordinary  business  did  not  admit  a due 
attention  to  mine;  and  a list  of  those  who  have  de- 
clined  the  management  of  my  affairs,  or  shall  be 
“ dismissed  thq  service,”  may  be  inserted  for  the  infor- 
mation of  our  subscribers. 


President’s  Message. 

o 


of 


To  the  senate  and 

House  of  representatives  of  the  United  States. 

I lay  before  congress  copies  of  the.  treaty 
peace  and  amity  between  the  United  States  and  his 
Riitannic  majesty,  which  was  signed  by  the  com- 
missioners of  bo-  it  parties  at  Ghent,  on  the  24th 
of  December,  1814,  and  the  ratifications  of  which 
have  been  duly  exchanged. 

While  performing  this  act,  I congratulate  you, 
and  our  constituents,  upon  an  event  which  is  highly 
honorable  to  the  nation,  and  terminates  with  pecu- 
liar felicity  a campaign  signalised  by  the  most  bril- 
liant successes. 

The  late  war,  although  reluctantly  declared  by 
congress,  ha<i  become  a necessary  resort,  to  assert 
the  rights  and  independence  of  the  nation.  It  has 
been  waged  with  success  which  is  the  natural  re- 
sult of  the  legislative  counsels,  of  the  patriotism  of 
the  people,  of  the  public  spirit  of  the  militia,  and  of 
the  valor  of  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the 


The  reduction  of  the  public  expenditures  to  the 
demands  of  a peace  establishment  will  doubtless, 
engage  the  immediate  attention  of  congress.  There 
are,  however,  important  considerations  which  forbid 
a sudden  and  general  revocation  of  the  measures 
that  have  been  produced  by  the  war.  Experience 
has  taught  us,  that  neither  the  pacific  dispositions 
of  the  American  people,  nor  the  pacific  cha- 
r cter  of  their  political  institutions,  can  pi ; gether 
exempt  them  from  that  strife  which  appears,  beyond 
the  ordinary  lot  of  nations,  to  he  incident  to  the  ac- 
tual period  of  the  world;  and  the  same  faithful  mo- 
nitor demonstrates  that  a certain  degree  of  prepara- 
tion for  war,  is  not  only  indispensable  to  avert  dis- 
aster in  the  onset,  but  affords  also  the  best  security 
for  the  continuance  of  peace.  The  wisdom  of  con- 
gress will,  therefore,  I am  confident,  provide  for  the 
maintenance  of  an  adequate  regular  force;  for  the 
gradual  advance  of  the  naval  establishment;  for  im- 
proving all  the  means  of  harbor  defence;  for  adding 
discipline  to  the  distinguished  bravery  of  the  militia, 
and  for  cultivating  the  military  art,  "in  its  essential 
branches,  under  the  liberal  patronage  of  govern- 
ment. 

The- resources  of  our  country  were,  at  all  times, 
competent  to  the.  attainment  of  every  national  ob- 
ject ; but  they  will  now  be  enriched  and  invigorated 
by  the  activity  which  peace  will  introduce  into  all 
the  scenes  of  domestic  enterprize  and  labor.  The 
provision  that  has  been  made  for  the  public  cre- 
ditors, during  the  present  session  of  congress,  must 
have  a decisive  effect  in  the  establishment  of  the  pub- 
lic credit,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  The  reviving 
interests  of  commerce  will  claim  the  legislative  at- 
tention at  the  earliest  opportunity  ; and  such  regu- 
lations will,  I trust,  be  seasonably  devised  as  shall 
secure  to  the  United  States  their  just  proportion  of 
the  navigation  of  the  world.  The  most  liberal  poli- 
cy towards  other  nations,  if  met  by  corresponding 
dispositions,  will,  in  this  respect  , be  found  the  most 
beneficial  policy  towards  ourselves.  But  there  is  no 
subject  that  can  enter  with  greater  force  and  merit 
into  the  deliberation  of  congress,  than  a considera- 
tion of  the  means  to  preserve  and  promote  the  ma- 
nufactures which  have  sprung  into  existence,  and  at- 
tained an  unparalleled  maturity  throughout  the 
United  States  during  the  period  of  the  European 
wars.  This  source  of  . national  independence  and 
wealth,  I anxiously  recommend  to  the  prompt  and 
constant  guardianship  of  congress. 

The  termination  of  the  legislative  session  will 
soon  separate  you,  fellow-citizens,  from  each  other, 
and,restore  you  to  your  constituents.  I pray  you  to 
bear  with  you  the  expressions  of  my  sanguine  hope, 
that  the  peace  which  has  been  just  declared  will  wot 
only  be  the  foundation  of  the  most  friendly  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
but  that  it  will  also  be  productive  of  happiness  and 


GILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER — FURTHER  FROM  NEW  ORLEANS. 


harmony  in  every  section  of  our  beloved  country,  nant  hatred  to  our  foe,  of  affectionate  confidence  iii 
The  influence  of  your  precepts  and  example  must  j your  chief,  that  resounded  from  every  rank,  as  he 
very  where  powerful:  and  while  we  accord  in  .passed  along  your  line.  This  animating  seen 


»y; 


be  every  where  powerful 

grateful  acknowledgments  for  die  protection  which  ed  the  courage  of  the en  ^ 
Providence  has  bestowed  upon  us,  let  us  never  cease  j luddet  s and  fascines,  and  th 
to  inculcate  obedience  to  the  law's  and  fidelity  to  dwindled  into  a demonstration, 
the  union,  as  constituting  the  palladium  of  the  na- 
tional independence  and  prosperity. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Washington,  February  18,  1815. 


ctS 

damp 


Farther  from  New-Orleans. 

[From  the  Louisiana  Gazette  extra.'] 
Address,  -directed  by  major  general  Jackson  to  be 
read  at  the  head  of  each  of  the  corps  composing 
the  line  below  New-Orleans,  Jan.  21,  1815. 
Citizens  and  fellow  soldiers!  The  enemy  has  re- 
treated, and  your  general  has  now  leisure  to  pro- 
claim to  the  world  what  he  has  noticed  with  admi- 
ration and  pride— your  undaunted  courage,  your 
patriotism,  and  patience,  under  hardships  and  fa- 
tigues. Natives  of  different  states  acting  together, 
for  the  first  time  in  this  camp;  differing  in  habits 
and  in  language,  instead  of  viewing  in  these  cir- 
cumstances tlie  germ  of  distrust  and  division,  you 
have  made  them  the  sourte  of  an  honorable  emula- 
tion, and  from  the  seeds  of  discord  itself  have  reap- 
ed the  fruits  of  an  honorable  union.  This  clay  com- 


te  dropped  his  scaling 
e threatened  attack 
, which  served  only  to 
shew  the  emptiness  of  his  parade,  and  to  in> 
spire  you  with  a just  confidence  in  yourselves. 

Tiie  new  year  was  ushered  in  with  the  most  tre- 
mendous fire  his  whole  artillery  could,  produce;  3 
few  hours  only;  however,  were  necessary  icr  the 
brave  and  skilful  men  who  directed  our  own  to  dis- 
mount his  cannon,  destroy  his  batteries,  and  effec- 
tually silence  his  fire.  Hitherto,  my  brave  friends ; 
in  the  contest  on  our  lines,  your  courage  had  bei-ri 
passive  only}  you  stood  with  calmness,  afire  that 
would  have  tried  the  firmness  of  a veteran,  and  yoii 
anticipated  a nearer  contest  With,  an  eagerness 
which  was  soon  to  be  gratified. 

On  the  8jth  of  January  the  final  effort  was  made; 
At  the  dawn  of  day  the  batteries  opened  and  the 
columns  advanced.  Knowing  that  the  volunteers 
from  Tennessee  and  the  militia  from  Kentucky  were 
stationed  on  your  left*  it  was  there  they  directed 
their  chief  attack. 

Reasoning  always  from  false  principles,  they  ex- 
pected little  opposition  from  men  whose  officers  eveii 
were  not  in  uniform,  who  Were  ignorant  of  the  rulesi 
of  dress,  and  who  had  never  been  caned  into  dis- 
cipline— fatal  mistake!  a fire  incessantly  kept  up* 


pletes  the  fourth  week  since  fifteen  hundred  of  you  (directed  with  calmness  and  with  unerring  aim; 
attacked  treble  your  number  of  men,  who  had  'strewed  the  field  with  the  bravest  officers  and  men 
boasted  of  their  discipline,  and  their  services  under  'of  the  colurhn  which  slowly  advanced,  according  tcS 
a celebrated  leader,  in  a long  and  eventful  ivar—  the  most  approved  rules  of  Eu  op-an  tactics* 
attacked  them  in  their  camp,  the  moment  they  had  land  was  cut  down  by  the  untutored  courage  of  A- 
profaned  the  soil  of  freedom  with  their  hostile  tread,  jmerican  militia.  Unable  to  sus’ am  this  galling  and 
and  inflicted  a blow  which  was  a prelude  to  the  final  j unceasing  fire,  some  hundreds  nearest  the  en trench- 
result  of  their  attempt  to  conquer,  or  their  poorjment  called  for  quarter,  which  was  granted. — the 
contrivances  to  divide  us.  A few  hours  was  suffi- j rest  retreating,  were  rallied  at  some  distance,  but 
cient  to  unite  the  gallant  band,  though  at  the  mo- 1 only  to  make  them  a surer  mark  for  the  rape  and 
ment  they  received  the  welcome  order  to  march  cannister  shot  of  our  artillery,  which,  without  n;  - 
they  were  separated  many  leagues,  indifferent  di-  aggeration,  mowed  down  whole  ranks  at  ever,  ..is- 


rections  from  the  city.  The  gay  rapidity  of  the 
inarch,  and  the  cheerful  countenances  of  the  officers 
and  men,  would  have  induced  a belief  that  some 
festive  entertainment,  not  the  strife  of  battle,  was  the 
object  to  which  they  hastened  with  so  much  eager- 
ness anil  hilarity.  In  the  conflict  that  ensued,  the 
same  spirit  Was  supported  and  my  communication  to 
the  executive  of  the  United  States  have  testified  the 
Sense  I entertained  of  the  merits  of  the  corps  and 
officers  that  were  engaged.  Resting  on  the  field  of 
battle,  they  retired  in  perfect  order  on  the  next 
morning  to  these  lines,  destined  to  become  the 
scene'of  future  victories,  which  they  were  to  share 
with  the  rest  of  you,  my  brave  companions  inarms. 
Scarcely  were  your  lines  a protection  against  musket 
shot,  when  on  the  28th  a disposition  was  made  to 
attack  them  with  all  the  pomp  and  parade  of  milita- 
ry tactics,  as  improved  by  those  veterans  of  the 
Spanish  war. 

Their  batteries  of  heavy  cannon  kept  up  an  inces- 
sant fire;  their  rockets  illuminated  the  air;  and  un- 
der their  cover  two  strong  columns  threatened  our 
flanks.  The  foe  insolently  thought  that  this  specta- 
cle was  too  imposing  to  be  resisted^and  in  the  intox- 
ication of  his  pride  he  already  saw  our  lines  aban- 
doned without  a contest — how  were  those  menacing 
appearances  met? 

By  shouts  of  defiance,  by  a manty  countenance, 
not  to  be  shaken  by  ths  roar  of  ills  cannon,  by  the 
glare  of  his  firework  rockets;  by  an  artillery  served 
with  superior  skill,  and  with  deadly  effect.  Never, 
my  brave  friends,  can  your  general  forget  the  testi- 
monials of  attachment  to  our  glorious  cause,of  indig- 


charge;  and  at  length  they  precipitately  ieti red  from 
the  field. 

Our  right  had  only  a short  contest  to  sustain  witH 
a few  rash  men  who  fatally  for  themselves,  forced 
their  entrance  into  the  unfinished  redoubt  oh  the 
river.  They  were  quickly  dispossessed,  and  this 
glorious  day  terminated  with  the  loss  to  the  enemy 
of  their  commander  in  chief  and  one  major-general 
killed,  another  major  general  wounded,  the  most 
experienced  and  bravest  of  their  officers,  and  more 
than  three  thousand  men  killed,  wounded  and  miss- 
ing, while  our  ranks,  my  friends*  were’ thinned  only 
by  the  loss  of  six  of  our  brave  companions’ killed  and 
seven  disabled  by  wounds — wonderful  interposition 
of  Heaven  ! unexampled  event  in  the  history  of  war  1 

Let  us  be  grateful  to  the  God  of  battles’ who  bud, 
directed  the  arrows  of  indignation  against  our  inva- 
ders, while  he  covered  with  his  protecting  shield 
the  brave  defenders  of  their  country. 

After  this  unsuccessful  and  disastrous  attempt* 
their  spirits  were  broken,  their  force  was  destroyed, 
and  their  whole  attention  was  employed  in  providing 
the  means  of  escape.  This  they  have  effec.ed  i 
leaving  their  heavy  artillery  in.  our  power,  and  nulny 
of  their  wounded  to  our  clemency.  The  consequent 
ces  of  this  sfiort,  but  decisive  campaign,  are  jneaWu- 
lably  important.  The  pride  of  our  arrogant  en&my 
humbled,  his  forces  broken,  his  leaders  killed,  hiV 
insolent  hopes  of  our  disunion  frustrated— ills  ex- 
pectation of  rioting  in  our  spoils  and  wasting  < 
country  changed  into  ignominious  defea4:,  sliauv-mi 
flight,  and  a reluctant  acknowledgment  of  the  hiF 
m vanity  and  kindness  of  those  whom  he  had 
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to  all  the  horrors  and  humiliation  of  a conquered 
state. 

On  the  other  side,  unanimity  established,  disaffec- 
tion crushed,  confidence  restored,  your  country 
saved  from  conquest,  your  property  from  pillage, 
your  wives  and  'daughters  from  insult  and  violation 
— the  union  preserved  from  dismemberment,  and 
perhaps  a period  put  by  this  decisive  stroke  to  a 
bloody  and  sav.ige  war.  These,  my  brave  friends, 
are  the  consequences  of  the  efforts  you  have  made, 
and  the  success  with. which  .‘hey  have  been  crowned 
by  Heaven. 

These  i important  results  have  been  effected  by  the 
united  courage -and'  perseverance  of  the  army;  but 
which  the  different  corps  as  well  as  the  individuals 
tfiat  compose  ity  have  vied  with  each  other  in  their 
exertions  to  produce.  The  share  they  have  respec- 
tively had  will  be  pointed  out  in  the  general  order 
accompanying  this  address*  But  the  gratitude,  the 
admiration  of  their  country,  offers  a fair  or  reward 
than  that  which  any  praises  of  the  general  can  u 
stow, -.and  the  best  is  that  of  which  they  can  ru  ver  ' 
he  'epy’vad.  the  consciousness  of  haying  done  their  s 
duty,  and  of  meriting  the  appiause  they  will  Deceive. 

# GENERAL.  ORDERS. 

Head  Quarters,  7th  . 'Military  District, 

Camp  below  Aew-Orteaiwj 
Adjutant  G^nerul’*  office,  January  21. 

Before  the  cartip’ at  these  memorable  o nes  m 11  be 
bi  •pl<en  tip,  the  general  thinks  it  a duty  tpdiie  brave 
army  which  has  defended  tiiem,  publicly  :;to  notice 
the  conduct  of  the  afferent  corps  which  compose  it. 
The  behavior  of  the  regular  troops,  cons  is  mg  of 
parts  of  the  7th  and  44*1-  regimen  s of  infant'y,  and 
the  corps  of  m.rines,  a!  1 commanded  by  colonel  Ross, 
has  been  such  as  to  merit  bis  warm  appro  hat  ion. — 
The  7in  regiment  was  led  by  major  Peyre  and  the 
44th  by  captain  Baker  in  he  action  of  he  23d  in  a 
manner  that  does  those  officers  the  highest  honor. 
Th.yty.ive  continued  through  the  campaign  to  do 
their  duty  with  ihe  sum  Zealand  - bility  with  which 
it  was  commenced.  On  mat  occasion  the  country- 
hist  a valuable  officer  in  the  death  of  lieutenant 
M'C.lellan  of  the  7‘.h  infantry,  who  fell  while  bravely 
leading  his  company-.  Lieutenant  Dapuy  of  the 
44th,  although  severely  wounded  in  • is  action  re- 
turned in  time  to  take  a share  in  all  the  subsequent 
attacks. 

To  the  Tennessee  mounted  gunmen,  to  their  ga! 
lant  leader  brigadier-general  Coffee,  the  goner.- 1 
presents  Ills  warmest  th.ciks,  not  only  for  (heir  uni- 
form good  conduct  in  action,  but  for  the  wonderful 
patience  with  which,  they  have  borne  the  fatigue,  and 
the  p>  r severance  with  which  they  surmounted  the 
difficulties. of  a most  painful  nun  cbffn  order  to  meet 
the  enemy — a diligence  and  zeal  to  which  we  proba- 
bly owe  the  salvation  of  the  country.  Ordinary  net'- 
vity  would  have  brought  them  too  late  to  act  dje 
brilliant  part  they  have  performed  irv  the  defeat,  of  J 
our  invaders.  All  ‘he  officers  of  din.  co;ps  have  j’s- 
finguished  themselves;  but  the  general  cannot  avoid 
mentioning  the  nrme  of  lieutenant-colonel  L aider 
dale  who  fell  on  the  night  of  the-  23d — and  tlro.se  of 
colonels  ]>/er,  Gibson  ynd  Elliott,  who  were  wound 
ed,  but.  disdaining  personal  considerations  remained 
firm  to  their  duty. 

The  cav  dry  from  the  Mississippi  territory,  under 
their  efllerprizing  leader  major  Hinds,  was- always 
ready  to  perform  every- service  which  the  nature  of 
the  country  enabled  them  to  execute.  The  daring 
manner  in  which  they  reconnoitered  the  enemy  qt> 
his  lines,  excited  the  admiration  of  one  army  afiii  tin- 
astonishment  of  the  other. 

Major  general  C.-rroi,  mmanding.  the  detach 
meat  of  West  Tennessee  militia,  has  shewn  the  great- 


est zeal  for  the  service,  a strict  attention  to  duty 
and  ni  ability  and  com  ge  that  will  always  recom- 
mend him  to  the  gratitude  of  his  c untry . if;-,  y oops 
have,  since  the  lines  w re  formed,  occupied  and  de- 
fended the  weake«  part  of  them,  ami  borr*-,  witi.out 
a n-.ui  mur,  itnpnc  .n:pm . a . marshy  and  ur. heal- 

thy soil.  In  the  menu  r.  I - tion  t)f  the  8ih  Jinuarv, 
the  chief  effort  oi  do’  y wav  directed  '»-0  i st 
them;  but  their  valor, . r.  ’ thr  >f  the  brave  men  who 
supported  them,  (general  Coffee’s "brigade  or.  he 
left,  and  apart  of  th->.  KyntivT  ■ troop  on  th  rig  t) 
soon  made  it  clear  th*.  ra.  ipar’  of  high-minded 
men  is  a better  defenc  - an  the  mos’.  regular  forti- 
fication. 

Genev.d  -Adair,  who,  owing  to  the  indisposition 
general  Thomas,  brought- up  the  Kentucky  milvia* 
h is  siiewn  that  tpoop:  will  always  be  valiant  when 
their  leaders  are  so.  No  men  ever  displayed  a more 
galhn:  spirit  than  these  uid  under  that  most  valua- 
ble officer.  His  country  is  under  obligations  to  him. 

The  general  would  be  ungrateful  or  insensible  to 
merit,  if  he  did  not  particularly  notice  the  conduct 
or  the  officers  aiui  men  who  so  bravely  supported 
I and  so  skilfully  directed  his  artillery.  Colonel 
M‘Re;>,  in  the  action  of  the  23d,  shewed,  as  he  al- 
ways does,  great  courage.  Lieutenant  Spotts,  under 
whose  immediate  direction  our  artillery  had  been 
placed,  led  it  to  action  with  a daring  courage  worthy 
of  admiration.  Captain  Humphrey  commanded  the 
first  battery  on  our  right — the  service  is  greatly  in- 
debted to  that  officer,  not  only  for  the  able  and  gal- 
lant manner  in  which  he  directed  his  fire,  but  for 
the  general  activity  he  displayed  in  his  department*. 

Lieutenant  Norris  of  the  navy,  with  Mr.  Walker 
Martin  and  a detachment  of  seamen,  was  stationed 
at  the  2d  battery  ; and  lieutenant  Grawiey,  with  Mr. 
W.  Livings  on  (master’s  mate)  with  a similar  de- 
tachment were  stationed  at  a 32  pounoer,  which 
was  remark ably  well  directed — they  performed  their 
duty  with  die  zeal  and  bravery  which  has  always 
characterized  the  navy  o the  United  States.  Cap- 
tains Dominique  and  Belluche,  lately  common  mg 
privateers  at.  B.nTHtaria*  with  part  of  their  former 
crew  and  many  brave  citizens  of  New -Orleans,  were 
stationed  at  Nos.  3 md  4,  The  general  cannot  avoid 
giving  his  warm  approbation  of  the  manner  in  wh  chr 
these  gentlemen  have  uniformly  conducted  them- 
selves while  under  his  command,  and  of  the  gallant- 
ry with  which  they  have  redeemed  the  pledge  they 
[gave  at  tho  opening  of  th  campaign  to  defend  the 
country.  The  brothers  L film  have  exhibited  the 
same  courage  and  fidelity  ; and  the  general  promises 
th.it  the  government  shall  be  duly  apprized  of  their 
conduct  Colonel  Perry,  deputy  quarter-master-' 
g mitral,  volunteered  his  services  » ‘ No  6 — he  was 
abi . ided  by  lieut.  Iwrr  of  the  artillery — Ins  battery 
w.*s  well  served,  bravely  supported,  and  greatly 
annoy  d the  ertcir-y . No.;.  3 anil  9 were  directed,  by 

Hen ‘.Spotts  with  hisusti  »i  skill  and  bravery,  assist- 
ed by  Mi  Ch  av-.ai. 

Th  - i eneral  takes  the  highest  pleasure  in  noticing 
the  conduct  of  general  Garriqu;  de  Flauj-  c,t com- 
manding ,pue  of  the  brigades  of  militia  of  ihi:  s*  e, 
and  m mber  of  the  seu-te.  His  b igrtl*  not  being 
in  the  field  as  30ori  as  the  invasion  was  known,  ne  r e- 
paired  to  the  camp  ana  oft  inn.  If  ■•.  a n.n- 
teerfor  the  service  of  a pier.-  of  artillery,  w i.e 
directed  with  the  skill  which  was  to  be  t-x  cied 
from  .n  experienced  artillery  officer,  disdaining  the 
exemption  fforded  byliisseat  n- the  sens  \ hr  con- 
chitted  in  hi  subordinate  but  honorable  st  -n; 
and  by  his  example  as  well  as  liis  exertitn  h n- 
derecl  eSstnii  l services  to  his  country-  Mr.  fe  as- 
' t n H -riiir  . ot  the  same  body,  set  the  same  « x n pie, 
served  a considerable  time  in  the  ranks  of  the  m&&- 
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£eer  battalion,  and  afterwards  as  adjutant  of  the  cq- . The  general’s  aids-de-camp,  Thomas  L.  Butler  and 
Sored  troops.  M .jor  Piauche’s  battalion  of  volun-  captain  John  Heed,  as  well  his  volunteer  aids, 
teers,  though  deprived  of  ihe  valuable  services  of  < Messrs.  Livingston,  Duncan,  Grynies,  Dtiplessis  and 

m jor  Duvezac  de  Cast,  ra,  tiie  judge  advocate,  have 
merited  the  thanks  oi  the  general  by  the  oalrr.  and 
deliberate  courage  they  have  displayed  on  every  oc- 
casion. and  in  r-very  situation  that  called  it  forth. 
Tiie  topographical  engineer,  nv  jor  Ta>uir,  exhibited 
all  the  ardor  of . youth  in  the  hour  of  p-ril,  united 
courage,  ana  their  zed;  and  the  whole  corps  have']  to  4 be  experience  acquired  by  in*  long  services.-— 
greatly  contributed  to  enable  the  general  to  redeem! The  chief  engineer,  majoi  Lacan itre  de  I Tour, 
the  pledge  he  gave,  when  at  the  open.ng  of  the  cam-  j has  been  useful  to  the  army  D\  his  tal-  «ts  and  brave- 
pai'rn  lie  promised  the  country,  not  only  safety,  but] 1 V-  The  same  praises  aie  due  to  his  assist  ants,  cap- 

I'he  tain  Lewis  Livingston  and  Mi  Latrobe.  Themedi- 


roajor  Carmac,  who  commanded  them,  by  a wound 
which  tiiat  officer  received  in  the  attack  of  the  28th 
of  December,  have  realized  all  the  anticipations 
which,  the  general  had  formed  of  their  conduct. 
Major  Blanche,  and  major  S.  Geme  of  that  corps, 
have  distinguished  themselves  by  thei . t cTivity,  their 


splendid  triumph  over  its  insolent  invaders 

two  corps  of  colored  volunteers  have  not  disappoint- i cr»:  stnfi  has  merited  well  of  the  country,  and  the 

ed  the  hopes  that  were  fumed  of  their  courage  and  [general  would  not  do  justice  to  his  own  feelings 
persevei  .nee  in  the  perf  nmance  < f their  duty.  Ma  j were  he  to  vv  iilniold  from  Di . Ker,  hospital  surgeon, 
jor  Lafcos i e uid  Duquin,  who  commanded  them, 


ive 

deserved  well  of  their  country.  Captain  Savary’s 
conduct  has  been  noticed  in  the  account  rendered 
of  the  battle  of  the  23d,  and  that  officer  has  since 
continued  to  merit  the  highest  praise.  Captain 
Beale’s  company  of  the  city  riflemen  has  sustained 
by  its  subsequent  conduct  the  reputation  it  ac- 
quired in  tie  action  of  the  23d.  Colonel  de  1m  R.nide, 
of  the  Louisiana  militia,  has  been  extremely  ser 


who  volunteered  his  services,  and  Dr.  Flood,  the 
just  tribute  of  applause  deserved  bv  mem  for  their 
medical  bkill  and  personal  bravery  The  quarter- 
master’s department,  though  deprived  of  he  per- 
sonal exertions  of  col.  Piat,  who  was  wounded  in 
the  night  c ion  of  the  23d,  performed  well  of  their 
dudes.  M.jor-general  Viilere  and  brigadier  Mor- 
gan have  merited  die  approbation  of  the  general  by 
their  unwearied  attention  since  they  took  the  fi  Id. 


vie  ‘able  by  his  exertions,  and  has  shewn  great  cou  ‘ Tne  large  mortar  was  ably  directed  by  captain 


rage,  and  an  uniform  attachment  to  the  cause  of  the 
country. 

General  Humbert,  who  offered  his  services  as  a 
Volunteer,  has  continually  exposed  himself  to  the 
greatest  dangers,  with  his  characteristic  bravery,  as 
has  also  the  Mexican  field  marshal,  Don  Juan  de 
Anayer,  who  acted  in  the  same  capacity.  The  ge- 
neral acknowledges  the  important  assistance  lie  has 
received  from  commodore  Patterson,  as  well  by  his 
professional  exertion,  as  the  zealous  co-operation  of, 
hisdep-irtmen  during  the  whole  course  of  thecam 
paign.  CipUin  Henly,  on  board  of  the  Caroline,  -nd 
afterwards  in  directing  the  erection  of  several  bat- 
teries at  the  Bayou  and  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
river,  was  of  great  utility  to  the  army.  Lieutenant 
Alexis,  of  the  navy,  stationed  in  the  navy  arsenal, 
was  indefatigable  m exertions  to  forward  to  the 
army  every  thing  which  could  facilitate  its  ope- 
rations— iis«eal  and  activity  desi  rve  the  notice  ol 
the  government.  Major  Nicks,  who,  by  an  acciden- 
tal wound  was  deprived  of  the  pleasure  ot*  com- 
manding the  7th  regiment  during-  the  campaign,  was 
cohiiiiuidly  employed  in  the  fort,  and  furnislied  the 
ammunition  and  the  artillery  that  was  wanted,  with 
the  greatest  activity  and  promptitude.  To  the  vo- 
lunteers of  the  Mississippi  territory,  and  to  die  mi- 
litia of  the  remoter  parts  of  this  state,  who  have  ar- 
rived since  the  decisive  action  of  the  8th,  the  gene- 
ral tenders  his  thanks,  and  is  convinced  that  nothing 
but  opportunity  was  wanting  to  entitle  them  to  the 
praises  that  have  been  merited  by  the  rest  of  the  ar- 
my. Captain  Ogden’s  troop  of  horse  was  peculiarly 
useful  by  their  local  knowledge  of  the  ground  on 
which  they  acted  ; and  the  small  detachment  of  the 
Attacap  is  dragoons,  stationed  near  head-quarters, 
were  indefatigable  in  performing  all  the  duties 
which  devolved  on  ihem. 

The  general  would  not  do  justice  to  his  staff  if 
he  did  not  bestow  deserved  praise  on  the  adjutant- 
general,  colonel  Butler,  and  his  assistant,  major 
Chotard,  for  their  zeal  and  activity  in  the  important 
department  of  service  confided  to  them,  and  for  the 
bravery  which  led  them  wherever  danger  or  duty 
required  their  presence.  The  vigilance,  courage, 
and  attention  to  duty,  exhibited  during  the  cam- 
paign by  colonel  Haynes,  and  his  two  assistants,  ma- 
jors Duvis  and  Hampton,  nave  been  appreciated,  as 
they  deserved  to  be,  by  the  general. 


Lv.Ut.bre  and  by  Mr.  Gilbert-.  Captain  Blanchard 
was  very  useful  as  an  engineer,  and  merits  thegene- 
nal’s  praise  for  the  celen'y  and  skill  with  which  he 
elected  the  battery  which  now  commands  the  river, 
on  the  right  of  the  camp.  Mr.  Busquet  and  Mr. 
Ducoin,  of  major  St.  Geme’s  company,  displayed 
great  knowleuge  and  dexterity  as  artillerists.  To 
the  whole  army  the  general  presents  the  assurance 
of  his  official  approbation,  and  of  his  individual  re- 
gard. This  splendid  campaign  will  be  considered 
as  entitling  every  man  who  has  served  in  it  to  the 
salutation  of  his  brother  in  arms. 

By  command, 

ROBERT  BUTLER,  Jtdj.  Gen. 


Cvpy  <f  a letter  from  com.  Patterson  to  the  secretary 
of  the  navy. 

New-Orleans,  27th  January,  181.?. 

Sm — I do  myself  the  honor  to  enclo.y*  >ou  a let- 
ter from  Mr  Thomas  Shields,  purser  of  this  station, 
giving  a detailed  account  of  the  expedition  under 
his  command,  sent  to  annoy  the  enemy  in  their  em- 
barkation ; the  successful  issue  of  which  is  highly 
honorable  to  him  and  those  under  his  o r imsud. — 
The  prisoners  taken  by  him,  added  to  those  taken 
by  Mr.  Johnson,  will  go  far  in  the  exchange  of  my 
officers  an  i seamen,  captured  in  tiie  gun -boats. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration 
and  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANL.T!  PATTERSON. 

The  hon.  secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  Shields  to  commo- 
dore Patterson,  dated 

KTew-Orli«ns,  25t'i  Jammy,  1815. 

Sib — I have  the  honor  to  report  my  rrrv.,1  in  this 
city  1 «st  night  from  the  expedition  ordered  by  you 
on  the  17th  inst.  and  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
entrust  to  my  command. 

On  the  night  of  the  19th  1 left  the  Piss  Cheuf  Men- 
teur,  having  made  the  necessary  observations  on  the 
enemy's  situation  before  sun-set,  with  five  boa.s  and 
your  gig  manned  and  armed  with  fifty  men,  A‘  10  ' 
v.  m.  discovered  a boat  at  anchor,  which  I captured 
by  surprize,  no  resistance  being  made.  Sue  . ad 
forty  men  of  the  14th,  light  dragoons,  including  of- 
ficers, and  fourteen  seamen  of  the  British  navy  un- 
der command  of  a m ister's  mate. 

The  number  of  troops  exceeding  my  own,  I thought 
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it  most  prudent  to  convoy  them  into  the  picket  guard,  1 a Mr.  Edward  Thomas,  near  Washington  city,  when 
irom  whence  they  could  be  more  conveniently  sent  .they  destroyed  our  capitol. 

to  New  Orleans  by  land  than  bv  water,  and  by  which  To  captain  Newman,  commanding  at  Coquille,  I 
means  I should  also  avoid  weakening  my  own  force,  owe  my  best  thanks  for  his  uniform  cheerful  and 
- ' - ■ 1 ■ - ~c  friendly  assistance.  He  furnished  me  with  a boat 

and  eight  volunteers  under  lieut.  Brush,  of  the  U.  S. 
artillery,  who  were  of  great  service.  To  capt.  Col- 
lins, commanding  the  picket  guard  at  Chef  Men- 
teur,  I am  under  many  obligations.  He  also  assisted 
roe  with  eight  volunteers. 

To  sailing  master  Dealy,  who  commanded  the 
launch,  and  masters’  mate  Thomas  Boyd,  com- 
manding a cutter,  I am  much  indebted.  Hr. 
Morrell,  the  surgeon  who  attended  me,  was  parti- 
cularly active;  and  though  I had  fortunately  but 
little  use  for  the  exercise  of  his  professional  skill, 
his  advice  and  assistance  were  always  at  hand. 

Very  respectfully,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

THO.  SHIELDS. 


py  itstjr  already  too  limited  for  the  completion  of 

object  in  view. 

After  landing  the  prisoners  and  putting  them  in 
charge  of  the  army,  l again  left  the  Pass  about  2 
a.  m.  and  stood  on  to  gain  the  enemy’s  track,  in  the 
pope  of  intercepting  some  of  them  abftut  day-light, 
but  without  success.  I returned  to  the  Pass  on  the 
gOth  at  8 a.  m.  where  I was  detained  until  the  morn- 
ing of  the  21st.  * Three  gun  boats  having  arrived 
from  the  fleet  below  with  four  transports,  all  of 
whom  were  soon  filled  with  trooops  from  the  shore, 
at  A a.  k.  2 1st,  I again  got  out  and  fell  into  their 
track  to  the  fleet  about  day-light.  Finding  it  im- 
possible to  make  any  captures  without  being  disco- 
vered, I determined  to  run  down  among  them  in  dis- 
guise and  strike  at  every  opportunity— Hoisted  Eng- 
lish colors  and  took  a transport  boat  with  five  men  ; 
or  dered  her  to  follow  and  stood  on  for  a transport 
schooner  who  was  beating  up  for  the  army.  At  9 I 
boarded  and  took  her  without  opposition  with  8 men; 
she  had  ten  on  board,  From  this  time  until  12  we 
were  in  the  midst  of  their  boats  going  up  to  the 
army,  and  during  which  time  we  took  five  others, 
pavinp’  on  board  about  70  men.  1 lie  wind  at  this 
time  had  unfortunately  hauled  to  N.  W.  and  blew 
With  great  violence  ; ordered  the  boats  with  their 
prizes  to  make  the  best  of  their  way  to  the  Bigolets. 
Finding  the  transport’s  draft  of  water  too  great  to 
take  her  over  the  skoals,  having  already  taken  the 
ground,  1 set  her  on  fire  and  joined  the  boats  on 
' shore.  The  wind  stili  increasing  and  many  boats 
approaching  full  of  men  from  the  army,  induced  a 
belief  that  they  had  discovered  my  character  from 
the  burning  of  the  schooner,  and  meant  to  attack 
me.  My  force  was  unfortunately  divided  ; the  large 
launch  with  a 12  pound  carronade,  and  some  of  my 
best  men,  with  twenty  prisoners,  having  drifted  be- 
low, were  compelled,  from  the  strength  of  the  cur- 
rent to  anchor  on  the  other  side  nearly  half  a mile 
distant.  Every  disposition  was  made  by  our  little 
band  to  defend  ourselves  to  the  last  extremity,  and 
fire  was  prepared  to  burn  the  marsh  should  the  ene- 
my land  in  my  rear.  Six  boats  approached  us  atone 
time  crowded  with  men,  and  three  made  a feint  to 
attack  the  launch,  but  a well  directed  shot  from  her 
jparronade  compelled  them  to  haul  off,  and  a few  dis- 
charges of  our  musketry  drove  the  others  also.  In 
about  two  hours  we  were  entirely  clear  of  them. 
Tiie  violence  of  the  wind  and  tide  drove  two  of  the 
prizes  from  their  anchorage,  on  board  of  which 
were  about  ?0  prisoners,  with  three  of  my  own  men, 
who  were  taken  off,  the  prisoners  having  overpow- 
ered them  so  soon  as  they  got  out  of  the  reach  of 
our  musketry.  This  is  the  only  loss  I have  expe- 
rienced during  the  expedition.  Finding  it  totally 
impracticable  to  stem  the  strength  of  the  current, 
and  tlie  wind  being  directly  ahead  for  the  fort  at 
Coquille,  my  own  Safety  and  the  preservation  of  the 
men  entrusted  to  my  command,  induced  me  to  pa- 
role the  prisoners  and  let  them  go  with  their  boats, 
particularly  as  a number  of  them  were  officers  at- 
tached to  the  civil  department,  and  could  not,  as  I 
believed,  be  considered  as  prisoners  of  war. 

Enclosed  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  a list  of  their 
numbers,  names  and  rank. 

The  damage  done  the  enemy  oh  this  occasion,  is 
the  loss  of  a transport,  burnt,  a large  flat  boat  taken, 
pne  sunk  and  seventy-eight  prisoners  taken  and 
brought  ib,  with  three  slaves,  two  belonging  to  citi- 


Copy  of  a letter  from  sailing  master  Johnson  to  com* 
modore  Patterson. 

New-Oiileans,  Jan.  7th,  1815. 

Sir — I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  my  suc- 
ceeding in  burning  one  of  the  enemy’s  transport 
brigs  in  lake  Borgne  yesterday  morning  at  4 A . M. 
The  following  are  the  particulars:  after  receiving  a 
reinforcement  of  the  launch  and  twelve  men,  and, 
with  the  assistance  of  an  officer  and  twelve  men 
from  captain  Newman,  commanding  at  fort  Petite 
Coquilles,  I manned  the  launch  and  three  small 
boats,  and  on  the  4th  inst.  proceeded  down  Pass 
Chef  Menteur,  as  far  as  Bayou  Sauvage,  where  col. 
Morgan,  with  a detachment  of  militia  are  stationed; 
we  encamped  there  for  the  night.  On  the  5th  inst. 
in  the  afternoon,  I proceeded  down  to  east  mouth 
of  Pass  Chef  Menteur,  with  one  of  the  small  boats, 
to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  enemy  in  lake  Borgne; 
finding  at  ahenor  there  one  brig,  three  gun  boats, 
three  schooners,  and  several  barges,  rowing  from 
vessel  to  vessel;  the  brig  lying  at  a distance  of  about 
two  miles  from  the  other  vessels,  I returned  to  the 
camp,  determined  on  making  an  attempt  to  destroy 
her;  I received  the  assistance  of  six  men  from  col. 
Morgaft;  we  then  making  in  number  38  men:  with 
this  force  I was  conscious  I should  be  able  to  destroy 
her,  though  I had  been  previously  informed  she 
mounted  four  pieces  of  cannon,  and  equipped  ac- 
cordingly; at  midnight  proceeded  down  Pass  Chet 
Menteur,  and  on  the  6th  inst.  at  4 o’clock  A.  M.  took 
possession  of  the  brig,  only  one  man  on  deck;  about 
5 minutes  after  4 A.  M.  one  of  the  enemy’s  launches 
came  along  side,  fired  two  muskets  into  her,  when 
she  surrendered;  but  owing  to  its  blowing  very  fresh 
from  the  northward,  making  considerable  of  a sea, 
she  parted  her  painter  and  was  pot  able  to  regain 
the  vessel,  and  the  sea  being  two  heavy  to  tow  her 
with  my  boat,  I abandoned  her.  It  being  near  day- 
light, I immediately  ordered  the  prisoners  into  the 
launch  and  set  fire  to  the  brig;  at  half  past  5 o’clock, 
A.M.  she  was  totally  destroyed;  she  proved  to  be 
the  British  transport  brig  Cyrus,  a captain,  a sailing 
master,  and  eight  men  of  the  British  navy  on  board, 
laden  about  half  full,  with  rum,  bread,  and  a quan- 
tity of  soldiers’  clothing  for  the  British  army  at 
Bayou  Bienvinue;  at  day  light  we  arrived  at  the 
camp  at  Chef  Menteur,  delivered  to  col.  Morgan 
the  prisoners,  who  will  be  sent  to  the  city,  after 
which  I returned  to  fort  Pet  itte  Coquilles.;  Finding 
ray  provisions  almost  out,  and  being  short  of  arms, 
I have  returned  t^town  with  the  launch,  leaving  Mr. 
Boyd,  master’s  mate,  and  five  men,  at  Petitte  Co- 
quilles, to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy  and 


ms  of  this  state  and  one  stolen  by  the  enemy  from  give  every  information  in  his  power. 
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I have  the  pleasure  to  say,  that  on  this  occ  asion 
the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  whom  I had 
the  honor 'o  command,  Convinced  me  clearly,  that, 
had  she  been  of  the  force  expected,  we  could  have 
•burned  her  with  ease. 

S I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  humble 
servant,  WM.  JOHNSON; 

P.  S.  I think  the  brigs  lying  at  anchor  at  the  East 
mouth  of  the  Rigolets  may  easily  be  destroyed. 

Commodore  Daniel  T.  Patterson , 

New- Orleans. 


P ost-office  Establishment. 

The  committee  on  the  post-office  and  post-roads,  to 
whom  were  referred  sundry  petitions  and  memo- 
ries, remonstrating  against  the  usage  of  trans- 
porting and  opening  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath,  and 
the  report  of  the  post-master-general  relating 
thereto,  report: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  deeming  it  of  great  national  importance,  parti- 
cularly in  Lime  of  war,  that  no  delay  should' attend 
the  transportation  of  the  mail,  they  deem  it  inexpe- 
dient to  interfere  with  the  present  arrangements  of 
the  post-office  establishment;  and  therefore  submit 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  pray- 
er of  the  petitioners. 

General  post-office , Jan.  16,  1815. 
Sir — The  post-master-general,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred sundry  memorials  against  usage  of  transport- 
ing and  opening  the  mails  on  the  Sabbath,  has  the 
honor  to  report  the  following  facts  and  observations. 

The  usage  of  transporting  the  mails  on  the  Sab- 
beth,  is  coeval  with  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States;  and  a prohibition  of  that  usage  will  be  first 
considered. 

The  mail  passes  every  day  in  the  week  from 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.  to  Savannah  in  Georgia,  and 
from  Wiscasset  in  Maine  to  Schoodick  Fills,  with- 
out resting  on  the  Saobath.  And  the  same  prac- 
tice prevails  on  the  great  route  from  Washing- 
ton city  to  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  the  Missouri  terri- 
tory; and  from  that  city  to  Tennessee,  Mississippi 
territory,  and  New-Qrleans;  and  from  Charleston, 
S.  C.  to  Tennessee  and  Kentucky;  and  on  several 
other  great  chains  of  communication. 

If  the  mail  was  not  to  move  on  Sunday  on  the 
first  mentioned  route,  it  would  be  delayed  from 
three  to  four  days  in  passing  from  one  extreme  of  the 
route  to  the  other.  From  Washington  city  to  St. 
Louis,  M.T.  the  mail  would  be  delayed  two  days. 
From  Washington  city  to  New  Orleans  the  mail 
would  be  delayed  three  days.  From  New-Orleans  to 
Boston  it  would  be  delayed  from  four  to  five  days; 
and,  generally , the  mails  would  on  an  everage  be  re- 
tarded equal  to  one-sevenih  part  of  the  time  now 
employed,  if  the  mails  do  not  move  on  the  Sabbath 
On  the  smaller  cross  routes,  the  transportation 
of  the  mail  has  been  avoided  on  the  Sabbath,  except 
when  necessary  to  prevent  great  delays,  and  to  pre- 
serve connexions  with  different  routes. 

In  relation  to  opening  fthe  mails  on  the  Sabbath, 
it  may  be  noticed,  tnat  the  ninth  section  of  the 
“act  regulating  the  post-office  establishment,” 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  post-masters  to  attend  to 
the  duties  of  his  office  “every  day”  on  which  a mail 
shall  arrive  at  his  office,  and  at  “all  reasonable 
hours”  on  every  day  of  the  week.  When  a mail  is 
conveyed  on  the  Sabbath,  it  must  be  opened  and 
exchanged  at  the  offices  which  it  may  reach  in  the 
course  of  the  day;  this  operation,  at  the  smaller  offi- 
ces,,occupies  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  minutes; 
-r13  some  of  the  larger  offices  it  occupies  one  hour; 


and,  it  is  believed,  does  not  very  greatly  interfere 
with  religious  exercises,  as  to  the  post-masters  them- 
selves. 

The  practice  of  “delivering”  letters  and  newspa- 
pers on  the  Sabbath,  is  of  recent  origin,  and  ctirected 
by  the  above  quoted  section  commencing  in  1810. 
Prior  to  that  period,  no  post-master  (except  the 
post-master  at  Washington  city)  was  required  to 
deliver  letters  and  newspapers  on  tbe  sabbath.  The 
“ reasonable  hours ” were  to  be  determined  by  the 
post-master  general,  who  established  the  following 
regulations,  now  existing : “At  post-offices  where 
the  mail  arrives  on  Sunday,  the  office  is  to  be  kept 
open  for  the  delivery  of  letters,  Sec.  for  one  hour  after 
the  arrival  and  assorting  of  the  mail;  but  in  case  that 
would  interfere  with  the  hours  of  public  worship, 
jthen  the  office  is  to  be  kept  open  for  one  hour  after 
the  usual  time  of  dissolving  tlve  meetings,  for  that 
purpose.”  Also,  if  the  mail  arrives  at  an  office  too 
late  for  the  delivery  of  letters,  on  Saturday  night,  the 
post-master  is  instructed  to  deliver  them  on  Sunday 
morning,  at  such  early  hour  as  not  to  entrench  upon 
the  hours  devoted  to  public  religious  exercises.  If 
these  regulations  are  not  strictly  attended  to,  it  must 
be  impenetrable  to  the  urgency  of  applicants,  ami 
the  complaisance  of  post-masters. 

After  the  preceding  statement,  it  is  to  be  observ- 
ed, that  public  policy,  pure  morality,  and  undefiled 
religion,  combine  in  favor  of  a due  observance  of  the 
Sabbath.  Nevertheless,  a nation  owes  to  itself  an 
exercise  of  the  means  adopted  to  its  own  preserva- 
tion, and  for  the  continuance  of  those  very  blessings 
which  flow  from  such  observance;  and  the  nation 
must  sometimes  operate,  by  a few  of  its  agents,  even 
on  the  Sabbath,  and  such  operation  may,  as  in  lime 
of  war,  become  indispensable;  so  that  the  many  may 
enjoy  an  uninterrupted  exercise  of  religion  in  quie- 
tude and  safety.  In  the  present  state  of  the  nation, 
it  may  be  supposed  necessary,  daily,  to  convey  go- 
vernmental orders,  instructions  and  regulations,  and 
to  communicate  and  receive  information.  If  the 
daily  carriage  of  the  mail  be,  as  relates  to  this  safe- 
ty of  the  nation,  a matter  of  necessity , it  also  be- 
comes a work  of  mercy. 

When  peace  shall  arrive,  the  necessity  w\ll  greatly 
diminish,  and  it  will  be,  at  all  times  a pleasure  to 
tliis  department  to  prevent  any  profanation  cl  the 
Sabbath  as  far  as  relates  to  its  official  duty  or  its 
official  authority. 

The  preceding  statement  of  facts  and  observations 
are  submitted  with  much  repect  for  the  memorial- 
ists, and  with  great  deference  to  yourself  and  the 
honorable  the  house  of  representatives. 

RETURN  J.  MEIGS,  jr. 

To  the  honorable  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 


Foreign  Articles. 

Further  extracts  from  English  papers. 

The  London  Globe,  of  Dec.  2 7,  after  giving  & 
sketch  of  the  treaty  signed  at  Ghent,  has  the  follow- 
ing remarks: — 

“In  this  description  of  the  treaty  we  read  the  hu- 
miliation of  ministers  in  every  line.  It  forms  indeed 
a deplorable  contrast  with  the  high  sounding  threats 
and  boasts  of  that  part  of  the  public  press  devoted 
to  their  service.  The  waving  of  some  rights  and 
the  mere  retention  of  others,  is  a miserable  finale  to 
a war  that  we  were  told  must  not  cease  until  after 
the  Americans  had  been  ‘confoundedly  well  flogged/ 
which,  it  was  boasted,  must  dismember  the  union, 
overthrow  the  government  and  sweep  the  American 
navy  from  the  ocean,  not  leaving  a single  bit  of  bunt- 
ing, a rack  or  a stick  behind.  But  after  the  state  to 
which  ministers  had  brought  the  country  by  tbei 
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extravagance,  and  the  w?ci*  by  their  incapacity,  it  they 
have  been  able  to  determine  it  upon  any  teiuns  not 
absolutely  d.shonorable  and  ruinous,  if  they  have 
effected  a lasting  peace,  although  not  an  advantage- 
ous one,  and  not  merely  purchased  a short  and  pre- 
carious respite,  with  a certain ty’ of  the  renewal  oi 
war  with  increased  force  and  violence,  and  at  a time 
wh*n  Americ  t shall  have  both  internally  and  in  her 
rel  tions  with  the  European  powers  many  advantages 
which  she  does  not  now  possess,  we  will  not  be  dis- 
posed to  complain.  From  them  the  country  had  no 
f ight  to  expect  any  tiling  better.  vThe  war  ip  the 
Fenin.s.ula  languished  in  their  hands  until  a spirit  of 
energy  was  infused  into  it  by  the  exertions  of  the 
opposition  in  parliament.  The  same  incapacity  has 
fceen  observable  in  their  management  of  the  trans- 
atlantic war,  but  their  tardily  exerted  vigor  did  not 
there  promise  like  success,  as  the  growing  spirit  of 
the  country  was  able  to  meet  it  with  corresponding 
force. — We  understand  that,  a copy  of  the  treaty  was 
la.d  before  the  cabinet  on  Monday  last  and  acceded 
to  wi  h the  mere  addition  of  the  clause  that  hostili- 
ty- sh  11  continuetmtil  the  ratification.  In  the  in 
fervid  our  readers  will  recollect  Mr.  Monupe’s  let- 
ter, with  explanatory  observations,  has  been  receiv 
€d,  in  which  it  is  declared  that  the  rights  claimed 
by  Americ#'.  shall  not  be  ceded  in  a single  instance; 
that  the  ensuing  campaign  jnust  open  with  an  army 
of  100,000  men;  a force  presume**  fully  competent 
to  expel  the  English  from  the  American  continent, 
and  that  for  this  purpose  recourse  must  be  had  to 
a military  conscription;  to  which  American  papers 
"add  that  thi-  proposition  was  so  well  received  that 
bills  for  carrying  it  into  effect  had  been  brought  into 
congress  and  passed  through  seyer.il  stages  in  the 
sp  ;ce  of  ten  days  from  its  first  recommendation. — 
The  advocates  for  war,  who  form  ar*  active  and  nu- 
merous body  in  that  city,  ff. tier  themselves  that  the 
determined  and  inveterate  spirit  of  host  ility  display- 
ed ■»  these  proceedings  will  generate,  both  in  »his 
country  and  in  America,  difficulties  apd  discontents 
that  may  prevent  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.— 
They  think  i;.  very  hard  to  have  been  witnessing  two 
or  three  dull  acts  of  a tragedy  exhibiting  only  the 
minor  and  preparatory  incidents  ana  .hat  the  curtain 
should  drop  abruptly  at  the  very  moment  when  they 
were  expecting  the  grand  denouement,  it  certainly 
is  h disappointment  that  must  not  a little  hurt  their 
feelings  and  wound  their  pride  ;„  but.  it  is  one  we  ap- 
prehend they  must  endure  with  the  same  patience 
with  which  they  have  eRdured  its  authors,  the  pre- 
sen;  ministers**’ 

“At  Coyent  Garden  theatre  last  evening,  prior  to 
the  exhibition  of  The  Temple  of  Concord,  a grand 
display  of  splendid  fireworks  took  place,  and  the 
last  transformation,  in  which  the  word  “peace”  ap- 
peared in  the  centre  of  a vivid  sun,  was  received 
with  the  utmost  applause  In  consequence’ of  the 
intelligence  wnich  had  very  recently  arrived  of  peace 
with  America,  Mr.  Gmmaldi,  who  played  the  clown, 
and  sung  a song  m character  with  much  good  hu- 
mor, introduced  into  it  a verse  announcing  the  ces- 
sation of  hostilities,  which  was  received  with  great 
.pleasure,  ami  the  song  was  universally  encored.” 
From  the  London  Times  of  December  29. 

Yesterday  being  a holiday,  no  business  whatever 
Was  tr  msacte  at  the  bunk  or  stock,  exchange  and  it 
was  consequently  impossible  to  determine  whether 
or  not  the  funds  would  suffer  any  further  depression, 
from  the  general  dissarisfact  *n  at  the,  treaty  with 
America.  Probably  the  stocks  may  somewhat  reco- 
ver, as  it  is  not  uncommon  >yhen  the  first  impression 
of  ill  news  wears  off;  but  still  public  credit  must 
^yennv  lly  ->uif r ; for  it  is;  the  general  opinion  ihati 
fggjjing  but  the  probability  of  a new  War  in  Europe 


could  have  occasjpned  the  disgraceful  compromise 
of  our  transatlantic  quarrel,  unable  as  we  are  to 
penetrate  the  thick  veil  which  hangs  over  the  nego- 
ci  -tions  at  "Vienna,  it  is  not  for  us  to  say,  what  dark 
machinations  against  the  honor  and  interest  of  Eng- 
land may  be  brewing  there;  but  urgent  and  serious, 
indeed,  must  those  dangers  be,  if  they  touch,  us  clo- 
ser than  the  defeats  which  we  have  received  by  sea 
and  land  from  the  once  despised  arms  of  America. 
It  may  suit  party  writers  to  make  very  light  of  such 
considerations.  The  ministerialists  may  affect  to 
forget  that  the  British  flag  was  ever  atruck  io  the 
American.  The  oppositionists  may  tell  you,  that  in 
spite  of  “.national  humiliation  and  discredit,  brought 
on  the  county,  he  rejoices  because  ministers  have 
humbled  themselves  in  the  dust.”  With  the  princre 
pies  which  we  pave  uniformly  maintained  ; with  a 
zealous  affection  for  the  interest  of  the  country,  and 
for  that  which  is  its  best  interest — its  honor— each 
of  (bese  modes  of  considering  this  important  sub- 
ject is  alike  inconsistent.  jft  is  inconsistent  with 
common  sense  to  deny  that  our  naval  reputation  has 
been  blasted  in  this  short  but  disastrous  war. 

It  is  inepnsistent  with  the  spirit  and  feelings  of 
Englishmen  not  to  regret  that  the  means  of  retrievT 
ing  that  reputation  are  cut  off  by  a premature  and 
inglorious  peace.  Is  this  a “personal  hate  and  re? 
venge  against  Mr.  MADISON?”  Is  it  a wish  to 
“make  war  in  the  spirit  of  personal  malice  and  ven- 
geance ??*  Oil ! no.  It  is  a far  different,  a far  higher 
sentiment ; a feeling  innate  in  English  bosoms,  which 
teaches  us  that  for  the  loss  of  honor  there  is  no  re- 
paration. Therefore,  once  more  we  say,  that  we 
anxiously  look  to  the  non-rat ific.  tion  of  this  deadly 
instrument.  We  trust  that  it  has  not  been  ratified 
by  the  prince  regent,  except  on  condition,  that  the 
American  government  shall  solemnly  Tetract  thein- 
sult  contained  in  Mr.  M on roe?s  letter.  That  insult 
is  a new  offence  subsequent  to  and  cancelling  nil  the 
obligation  imposed  on  us  by  the  treaty.  Who  can 
accept  an  apology  accompanied  with  gestures  of 
.con'empt  and  defiance  ? But  it  is  said  to  be  im- 
probable that  the  president  should  refuse  to  ratify 
a treaty  concluded,  as  this  psobatily  was,  in  con- 
formity with  his  own  instructions  ; and  yet  it  is  not 
long  since  those  who  argue  in  this  way,  assured  us, 
that  this  some  person  was  one  of  the  most  faithless 
and  dishonorable  of  mankind.  If  the  conscriptioq 
law  should  fail ; if  the  doubling  of  the  taxes  should 
prove  ineffectual;  if  the  internal  divisions  and  disaf- 
fection of  the  states  should  increase,  Mr.  Madison 
will,  no  doubt,  favor  us  with  a ratification;  but  these 
very  circumstances  will  only  aggravate  the  evident 
impolicy  of  the  treaty  on  our  part.  Should  a differ- 
ent state  of  things  present  itself*  he  will  probably 
imitate  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Jefferson , also  receiving 
a treaty  signed  ind  sealed,  sucked  out  the  very 
marrow  of  it,  and  threw  us  the  mere  dry  bene.  We 
allude  to  the  treaty  of  1806,  which  as  concluded  by 
the  American  negotiators  in  this  country,  contained 
an  express  recognition  of  the  known  and  established 
law  of  nations  respecting  the  confiscation  of  enemy’s 
property  on  board  a neutral  ship.  Seven  months 
after  this  treaty  was  sent  to  Mr.  Jefferson  for  ratifi- 
cation, he  returned  with  these  essential  clauses 
struck  out!  This  example  teaches  us  two  lessons. 
It  instructs  us  not  to  ret , on  an  American  president’s 
ratification;  and  it  farther  points  out  the  necessity  of 
stimulating  bis  speedy  decision.  “ Hostilities  are  not 
to  be  suspended .”  This  part  of  the  treaty,  at  least, 
we  hope,  will  be  religiously  attended  to  by  govern- 
ment. Let t us  yet  see  one  one  of  our  first  generals 
sent  out.  Let  us  yet  behold  a British  force  in  Ame- 
rica, capable  of  intimidating  Madison  and  his  con- 
gress. Let  us  yet  hope  to  see  the  war  concluded 
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with  one  blow,  that  may  “not  only  chastise  the  ble  James  Monroe,  secretary  of  war,  to  congratu 
savages  into  present  peace,  but  make  a lasting  im-jlate  you  on  the  return  of  peace  between  Great  Bri- 


pression  on  their  fears, 

The  foreign  papers , ■ which  me  have  received,  s nk 
,iiito  comparative  insignificance  beside  the  American 
treaty. 


I tain  and  the  United  States,  and  to  offer  you  such  re- 
freshments as  your  ships  may  require. 

i have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  pir, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

J.  P.  BOYD,  Brig.  Gen. 
Commanding  3d  Mi  District. 
Officer  commanding  his  Britannic 

majesty's  ships  of  -war  of  A'em- York. 
Expedition. — The  news  of  peace  reached  Mon- 
treal in  sixty -four  hours  from  New  York. 

Peace.— The  news  of  peace  has  been  received 
a peace  every  where  with  demonstrations  of  joy.  "The  peo- 
be‘ ween  tl^  United  States  and  Greiu  Britain,  which  felt  that  their  country  had  triumphed,  and  were 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Circular  to  the  Marshals  of  the  United  States. 

pffle*  of  commissary-general  of  prisoners, 

Washington,  February  IS,  18 J5. 
Sir — In  consequence  of  the  conclusion  of 


assured,  before  they  knew  the  terms  of  the  treaty, 
that  our  envoys  at  Ghent  were  not  the  kind  of  men 
to  put  their  hand  to  a dishonorable  instrument. — 
Most  of  our  cities  have  been,  or  are  about  to  be, 
illuminated  for  the  restoration  of  a blessing  which 
we  gave  up  for  a season,  1 trust,  to  secure  its  en* 
wi  llU3UllWM,  joyment.  The  intelligence  has  generally  been  com- 
equested  to  take  immediate  | municated  t0  the  British  vessels  on  our  coast,  and 
some  of  them  seem  already  to  have  left  it. 

Peace. — The  news  of  peace  was  received  at  Suvan- 
n Ji  from  the  British  squadron  off  Amelia  Island,  on 
the  11th  inst.  and  at  Charleston  on  the  13th.  So 
that  the  object  of  those  eastern  merchants  who  des- 
patched expresses  with  a view  to  speculations  in  pro- 
duce at  those  places  is  completely  defeated. 

Algiers — A war  witli  Algiers  mny  be  expected. 
These  allies  of  our  late  enemy  have  depredated 
much  upon  us,  and,  in  the  present  state  of  owr 
navy,  we  have  a fine  opportunity  to  drub  them  into 
respect.  Getting  out  our  74’s,  it  will  be  an  excellent 
school  for  our  gallant  officers  to  learn  the  manage- 
mentof  a fleet — they  know  enough  about  single  ships. 

Savannah. — Had  Savannah  been  attacked  by*  the 
enemy,  there  would  have  been  a new  ediiion  of  the 


has  been  this  day  proclaimed  by  the  president,  Bri- 
tish subjects,  resident  in  this  country,  cease  to  be 
alien  enemies. 

You  will  therefore  consider  all  restrictions  here- 
tofore imposed  on  persons  of  that  description,  (not 
prisoners  of  war)  on  account  of  the  character  at- 
tach -a  lo  them  by  ‘lie  existence  of  hostilities,  as  at 
an  end  ; and  vou  we  n 
measures  to  • .ischarge  all  such  persons,  within  y our 
distric-,  from  any  ana  every  restraint  imposed  on 
that  account. 

1 have  the  honor  4to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
Servant,  J.  MASON. 

Marshal  of  the  district  of 

NOTICE. 

Office  of  eommiasary-geii  ;ral  of  prisoners,  Feb.  20.  1815. 

A mu  ual  restoration  ot  prisoners  of  war  having 
been  provided-  for  by  the  ir-aty  ot  peace  recently 
coiiciu.i.  d with  Great  Britain,  all  officers  belonging 
to  the  service  or  the  Untied  States,  whether  of  the 
army,  navy,  or. militia  ; and  ail  other  persons,  citi- 
zens or  residents  of  the  same,  who  may  have  been 
cap.ured  during  the  late  war,  and  paroled  by  the 
enemy,  and  who  are  now  within  the  United  States, 
are  hereby  declared  discharged  from  parole,  and  as 
free  to  do  military  duty,  m am  capacity,  or  lo  enter 
into  any  otiier  service  or  employment,  as  if  they  had 
never  been  captured.  J.  -MASON. 

Nkw-York,  Feb.  18. — Yesterday  brigadier-general 
Bom,  the  comm  ui  ling  officer  of  this  station,  re- 
ceived a letter  from  the  secretary  at  war,  announcing 
that  the  president  Had  received  and  examined  the 
tre  ity,  and  that  there  was  no  doubt  it  w ould  be  rati- 
fied, and  directed  him  to  give  notice  of  the  fact  to 
the  commander  of  the  British  squadron  off  this  port. 
Gen.  Bu)d  immediately  wrote  to  the  British  officer, 
and  enclosed  a copy  of  Mr.  Monroe’s  letter.  These 
letters  were  sent  down  to  the  squadron  by  major 
Spencer  in  the  revenue  cutter,  commanded  by  cap- 
tain Brewster. 

Department  of  War,  Feb.  14,  1814- 

Sir — Tt  is  with  gre  i.  satisfaction  that  I nave  to  in- 
form you,  that  a treaty  of  peace  Was  concluded  be- 
tween tne  United  States  and  Great  Britain  at  Ghent, 
on  the  24ih  Bember  last. 

A copy  of  this  treaty  was  received  to-day  by  Mr. 
Carroll.  It  has  been  examined  by  the  president,  and 
'will  (I  have  no  doubt)  be  ratified. 

I give  you  this  information  that  hostilities  may 
cease  immediately  between  our  troops  and  those  or 
Great  Britain.  It  will  be  proper  for  you  to  notify 
this  10  the  British  com  (pander  in  your  vicinity, 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  mqst 
obedient  servant,  JAMES  MONROE. 

To  the  officer  commanding  at  N.  York. 

Head-quarters,  3d  Military  District,  New-York, 

February  7,  1815. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  by  qi_. 
jor  Spencer,  of  the  United  States  army,  a copy  of  u 
fetter  1 have  this  morning  received  from  the  iionora- 


work  at  Orleans.  We  are  happy  that  the  generous 
Georgians  were  excused  this  severe  trial  of  their  pa- 
triotism; but  we  never  feared  the  result.  It  is  satis- 
factorily proved  from  a multitude  cf  circumstances, 
that  the  very  mountain  tops  of  that  state  had  been 
deserted,  to  rush  like  a torrent  on  the  foe,  to  rescue 
St.  Mary's,  itself,  from  the  eternal  disgrace  of  Cast 
tine , a town  of  the  great  and  populous  state  of  J Mas- 
sachusetts; which  history  shall  say  was  held  by  the 
British  without  opposition,  from  the  state  authorities, 
and  with  the  open  approbation  of  British  partizans, 
expressed  in  the  Boston  newspapers;  and  that,  also, 
there  was  a direct  intercourse  with  it  by  hundred* 
of  people  for  treasonable  or  smuggling  purpo- 
ses— that  public  stages  ran  to  Castine , while  possess- 
ed as  aforesaid,  from  places  under  die  jurisdiction 
of  the  |state,  and  that  the  United  States’  officers, 
stationed  to  prevent  such  intercourse,  were  incompe- 
tent, for  want  of  support  from  the  people,  to  make 
the  laws  respected.  When  it  was  known  that  the 
enemy  had  made  a decent  on  St.  Mary's , the  people 
of  Georgia , as  with  the  soul  of  one  man,  t ei  zed  their 
arrays,  and  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  state 
moved  towards  the  scene  of  expected  action— When 
Castine  was  taken,  the  boasted  “seventy*  thousand” 
militia  of  Massachusetts  said  “we  shall  now  have 
some  trade,"  ;uid  the  governor  and  council,  and  board 
of  war,  &c.  kc.  never  moved  one  step  either  to  C-  ire 
off  tne  invader,  or  prevent  a treasonable  interim  arse 
with  him  These  Things  must  not  be  forgotten. 

To  THE  right  about.  The  glory  of  the  victory 
at  JVV®  Orleans  aeen,  to  have  a strange  effect  on 
the  minds  of  some  that  r ecently  done  every  thing, 
legal  arm  i‘.i-:gal,  .mil  they  could  to  discomfit  and  dis- 
(,  '.ice  the  nfrha  >f  ed  States.  The  following 

e*  from  a late  d Boston  ten  tine  l: 
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“It  is  possible,  the  next  news  from  New  Orleans 
will  announce  the  evacuation  of  the  country  by  the 
British;  and  we  shall  be  much  disappointed  if  the 
effect  of  this  repulse  on  the  British  ministry,  is  not 
a direction  to  their  envoys  in  Ghent  to  sign  a preli- 
minary treaty  of  peace  on  the  basis  of  the  status  quo 
ante  bellum.’  Thus  then  will  the  courage  and  con- 
stancy of  the  American  people  have  restored  the 
political  relations  of  their  beloved  country,  as  it  re- 
gards Great  Britain,  to  the  exact  state  they  were  in 
prior  to  this  calamitious  war.” 

“Beauty  and  booty.” — These  words,  or,  in  other 
terms,  RAPE  AND  ROBBERY,  were  the  British 
watch-word  and  countersign  on  their  attack  of  the  de- 
fences of  Orleans t on  the  ever-to-be-remembered  8th 
.of  January.  It  is  a fact,  confirmed  by  the  universal 
testimony,  that  it  was  the  design  of  the  enemy  to 
have  given  up  that  rich  city,  and  its  inhabitants,  to 
the  lusts  of  a soldiery,  unparalleled,  and,  possibly, 
never  to  be  equalled,  certainly,  not  excelled,  for 
their  brutalized  qualities.  Their  language,  manners 
And  behavior  is  inexpressibly  horrible.  As  observed 
in  another  place,  I dare  not  attempt  to  describe  on 
paper  the  scenes  of  bestiality  that  many  gentlemen 
have  i old  me  they  saw,  ope  lly  done,  on  board  the 
fleet  late  in  the  Chesapeake— and  their  common  con- 
versation is  the  most  blasphemous  that  can  be  ima- 
gined. Great  God !— and  these  men,  if  men  they 
may  be  called,  have  been  held  up  as  champions  of 
“religion  and  liberty .”  O miserable  perversion  of 
,the  noblest  attributes  of  the  great  and  good! 

“ Beauty  and  booty”— rejoice,  virgins  of' Orleans,  that, 
the  ravishers  of  St.  Sebastiam , and  your  intended 
spoilers,  have  perished.  Praise  heaven,  that  many 
of  them  have  gone  “where  the  wicked  cease  from 
troubling;”  and  that  you  are  unpolluted  by  the  em- 
braces of  monsters,  remorseless  as  wolves  and  raven- 
ous as  hyenas,  who  have  robbed  the  tomb  for  (<booty” 
And  ruined  “ beauty ” in  the  sanctuary  of  churches. 

Compliment  to  Americans. — A letter  from  a person 
of  distinction  in  Canada  is  published  in  a Halifax 
paper,  in  defence  of  sir  George  Prevost.  The  follow- 
ing is  an  extract;  ~- 

“Tbe  principal  cause  of  lamentation  appears  to 
be,  that  we  have  lost  more  men  (in  proportion)  here, 
than  in  Spain.  Is  the  commander  of  the  forces  to  be 
blamed'  because  the  Americans  fight  obstinately  and 
well;  and  that  this  is  the  real  cause  of  the  dispro- 
portionate slaughter  that  has  roused  the  morbid 
sensibility  and  peevishness  of  some,  no  one  here  will 
doubt.  The  officers  of  the  army  from  Spain,,  who 
have  been  engaged  in  Upper  Canada,  have  acknow- 
ledged, that  they  never  saw  such  determined  charges 
as  were  made  by  the  Americans  in  the  late  actions. 

“An  officer  who  has  been  in  all  the  actions  on  the 
peninsula,  told  me  the  other  day,  that  he  never  wit- 
nessed such  obstinate  courage  as  they  shewed.  His 
singular,  but  forcible  expression  was,  “they  do  not 
know,  sir,  when  they  are  beaten,  they  do  not  know 
when  they  ought  to  go  away.”  In  the  action  on  the 
25th  July,  the  Americans  charged  to  the  very  muz- 
zles of  our  cannon,  and  actually  bayonetted  the  ar- 
tillerymen who  were  at  their  guns.  Their  charges 
were  not  once  or  twice  only,  but  repeated  and  long, 
and  the  steadiness  of  British  soldiers  alone  could 
have  withstood  them.  This,  added  to  the  woody  na- 
ture of  the  country  in  which  the  war  has  been  car- 
ried on,  and  which  gave  the  enemy  great  advantage 
in  using  riflemen  (a  description  of  force  little  used 
in  our  army,)  will  sufficiently  account  for  the  slaugh- 
ter that  has  taken  place  in  our  ranks.” 

Court  of  enquiry. — From  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer.— The  court  of  enquiry  ordered  to  examine 
into  and  to  report  upon  the  conduct  of  brigadier 
general  Winder,  so  far  as  it  is  connected  with  the 


capture  and  destruction  of  the  city  of  Washington 
in  August,  1814,  unanimously  submit  the  following 
as  the  result  of  their  investigations. 

The  court  with  great  attention  and  much  labor 
have  perused  the  numerous  papers  and  documents 
referred  to  them,  from  whence  they  collect: — That 
brigadier-general  Winder  was  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  lOih  military  district,  of  which  Wash- 
ington was  a part,  on  the  2d  of  July,  3814;  that  im- 
mediately thereafter  he  took  every  means  in  his 
power  to  put  that  district  into  a proper  state  of 
defence;  that  from  the  period  when  well  grounded 
apprehensions  were  entertained  that  the  enemy  me- 
ditated an  attack  upon  the  capital  his  exertions  were 
great  and  unremitted,  that  through  these  exertions 
he  was  enabled  to  bring  into  the  field  on  the  24th  of 
August,  1814,  the  day  on  which  the  battle  of  Bla- 
densburg  was  fought,  about  5 or  6000  men,  11  of 
whom  excepting  four  hundred  were  militia,  that  he 
could  not  collect  much  more  than  one  half  of  his 
force  until  a day  or  two  previously  to  the  eng  tge- 
ment,  and  6 or  700  of  them  did  not  arrive  un  il  fif- 
teen minutes  before  its  commencement;  that  from 
the  uncertaint  y whether  Baltimore,  the  city  of  Wash  - 
ington or  fori  Washington  would  be  selected  as  the 
point  of  attack,  it  was  necessary  that  brigadier- 
general  Winder’s  troops  should  frequently  change 
their  positions,  owing  to  which  and  alarms  cause- 
lessly excited  in  the  night  of  the  23d  August,  they 
were  all  much  fatigued  and  many  of  them  nearly 
exhausted  at  the  time  when  the  hostile  army  was 
crossing  the  bridge  at  Bladensburg;  that  the  officers 
commanding  the  troops  were  generally  unknown  to 
general  Winder,  and  but  a very  small  number  of 
them  had  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  military  instruction 
or  experience. 

The  members  of  this  court,  in  common  with  their 
fellow  citizens  lament,  deeply  lament,  the  capture 
of  the  capital,  and  they  regard  with  no  ordinary 
indignation  the  spoliation  of  its  edifices,  those  pub- 
lic monuments  of  art  and  science,  always  deemed 
sacred  by  *a  brave  and  generous  foe;  but,  amidst 
these  mingled  and  conflicting  sensations,  they  ne- 
vertheless feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  separate  the 
individual  from  the  calamities  surrounding  him, 
and  to  declare  that  to  the  officer,  upon  whose  con- 
duct they  are  to  determine,  no  censure  is  attribu- 
table. On  the  contrary,  when  they  take  into  consi-1 
deration  the  complicated  difficulties  and  embarrass- 
ments under  which  he  labored,  they  are  of  opinion, 
notwithstanding  the  result,  that  he  is  entitled  to  no 
little  commendation:  before  the  action  he  exhibited 
industry,  zeal  and  talent,  and  during  its  continuance 
a coolness,  a promptitude  and  a personal  valor  highly 
honorable  to  himself  and  worthy  of  a better  fate. 

The  court  adjourned  sine  die. 

W„  SOGTT,  mayor-general  and  president. 
Attest— -G%  L.  Nicholas,  lieutenant  and  recorder. 

Generals.  The  war  with  America  was  a fine  thing 
for  young  officers  in  the  British  army,  who  remain 
without  reach  of  our  rifles,  or  “ ri  fle-barrelled  cannon.” 
We  have  killed  lieut.  gen.  Packenham , and  major- 
generals  Brock , Ross  and  Gibbs  ; wounded  major- 
general  Keane;  prisoners  lieutenant-general  Byslop , 
and  major-general  Iliall. 

It  appears  that  at  Orleans  the  enemy  lost  an  undue 
proportion  of  officers.  This  is  as  it  should  be. — 
The  privates  ought  to  be  killed  only  of  necessity,  but 
the  officers  become  a mark  for  our  riff emen.  It  is 
stated,  that  several  who  led  on  the  men  received 
from  8 to  12  separate  balls,  chiefly  in  the  head,  or 
near  the  heart.  The  “ Beauty  and  Booty ” lads,  or 
rape  and  plunder  fellows,  met  a just  reward.  Let 
barbarians  perish ! 

N£W-Londqn  anecdote.  Colonel  Benjamin  being 
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absent  when  the  flag  arrived  at  fort  Trumbull  from 
the  British,  with  the  news  of  the  capture  of  the 
President,  captain  M‘K.  (of  N.  Y.)  being  officer  of 
the  day,  the  letters  were  delivered  to  him.  Captain 
M‘K.  Wishing  to  indulge  a little  familiarity  with  the 
bearer,  asked  him  where  the  battle  was  fought  ? to 
which  the  Engligh  officer  answered  very  shortly, 
“at  sea.”  I did  not  suppose  (says  Mr.  M‘K.  modest- 
ly) that  it  was  on  Lake  Champlain. 

British  prisoners.  It  appears  that  there  are  in 
Massachusetts  alone,  «.t  least  two  thousand  six  hun- 
dred prisoners  of  war  captured  from  the  enemy, 
waiting  for  exchange  according  to  the  usages  of  ci- 
vilized nations,  lately  suspended  by  the  British  go- 
vernment. It  is  stated  from  an  official  source,  Janua- 
ry 25th,  that  there  are  nearly  two  thousand  prison- 
ers in  close  cenfinement,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
on  parole,  at  Pittsfield,  and  four  hundred  and  fifty 
on  parole  at  Salem. Col. 

A good  sign.  The  elegant  ship  UNION  was  lately 
launched  at  Boston,  to  cruise  against  the  enemies  of 
the  United  States. 

Four  Mots.  A gentleman  belonging  to  the  forces 
of  the  United  States  in  the  Creek  country,  thus  vents 
his  honest  indignation  at  the  allied  white  and  red 
savages — “We  look  every  da^for  orders  to  march 
and  meet  the  enemy.  I am  heartily  willing  as  one 
to  spend  my  last  gasp  for  my  country.  The  ruins  of 
fort  Mims,  two  miles  from  here,  through  which  I 
have  rode  with  generals  Winchester,  Taylor,  and 
other  officers,  are  enough  to  “harrow  up  the  soul.” 
The  piles  of  human  bones,  from  aged  decrepitude  to 
the  infant  at  the  breast , bleached  by  the  rains  and  -winds 
of  Heaven , must  arouse  a holy  rage  in  every  manly 
bosom.  I expect  to  see  the  hell  hounds  of  England 
and  their  cursed  allies  in  a few  days.  May  the  God 
of  Heaven  inspire  me  with  an  Ajax  prayer,  or  that 
of  Macduff* to  the  manes  of  a Diyican  against  Mac- 
beth” 

Cockburn.  The  editor  of  the  Savatinah  Repub- 
lican, says  Cockburn  is— “a  finished  bticcanier,  an 
accomplished  vandal — an  outlaw  in  the  code  of 
Christian  charity.”  But  Cockburn  is  not  such  a great 
deal  worse  than  the  rest  of  his  countrymen,  else  they 
would  not  use  him.  The  man  who  employs  an  assas- 
sin, or  purchases  stolen  goods,  is  equally  an  assassin 
or  thief. 

New  Orleans.  We  shall  in  our  next  or  some  fu- 
ture paper,  proceed  to  record  many  things  worthy 
of  remembrance  that  occured  at  JVew  Orleans , with 
severed  official  articles  that  yet  lie  over:  Q^The 

PUntagenet  74,  arrived  at  the  Havanna  a little  while 
since,  with  the  bodies  of  Packenhatw:  and  Keane 
preserved  in  hogsheads  of  rum.  GruBs  was  buried 
on  the  field.  There  were  on  board  the  English  ships 
the  acknowledged  amount  of  one  thousand  wounded 
men,  including  80  officers.  And  it  was  notorious 
that  they  had  also  with  them  a comptroller,  collector, 
printing  presses  and  apparatus,  and  every  thing  else 
that  belonged  to  the  permanent  establishment,  they 
originally  designed  to  have  made  at  jYew  Orleans.— 
Wofully  have  they  been  disappointed. 

1 he  British  army  in  its  attack  on  our  lines  on  the 
8th  of  Jan.  w.as  led  on  by  one  lieut.  general  and 
three  major-generals— Packenham,  Keane,  Gibbs  and 
Lambert— the  three  first  are  dead,  and  latter  is  said 
to  have  suffered  a temporary  derangement,  or  insan- 
ity,  by  the  havoc  that  surrounded  him,  so  that  the 
troops  were  led  off  by  a lieut.  colonel.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  that  the  loss  of  the  enerffy  is  much  great- 
er than  it  has  been  estimated  by  gen.  Jackson.  In 
the  whole,  it  may  have  amounted  tofiOOO  men.  What 
a monitor  to  Europe / 

The  dreadful  tale  has  by  this  time^  perhaps  reach- 
ed Englund,  and  great  will  be  the  sensibility  that  it 


must  excite!  We  sympathise  with  the  mourners  of 
•the  deceased,  while  we  glory  in  the  destruction  o& 
the  ravishers  and  plunderers,  “booty  and  beauts” 
— Packcnhum  richly  deserved  his  death. 

QQ'Another  account  says  that  the  Plantagaoet  had 
on  board  the  bodies  of  Packenham  and  Gibbs,  and 
that  Keane  was  recovering  of  his  wounds — also  that 

col.  Thornton,  who  was  wounded  at  Bladensburg, 
was  again  wounded  at  New  Orleans — as  is  stated  in 

com.  Patterson's  letters,  and  it  is  said  his  life  was 
despaired  of.  It  is  added  “the  British  officers  who 
had  arrived  at  Havanna,  from  New-Orleans,  said 
but  little  on  the  subject  of  the  invasion  of  Louisi- 
ana, but,  acknowledged  they  were  defeated,  and 
that  they  never  witnessed  such  fighting  in  Europe 
as  was  exhibited  by  our  troops  at  New-Orleans.” 

MILITARY. 

Several  companies  of  militia,  from  the  interior 
counties,  reached  Richmond,  Va.  about  the  14tli 
inst.  for  the  defence  of  the  lower  country.  They 
were  the  advance  of  a body  of  5000  men,  chiefly  col- 
lected from  that  part  of  the  slate  beyond  the  ridge 
of  mountains.  A hale,  hard,  generous  people. 

There  is  a report  in  the  southern  papers  that  the 
British  were  attacked  and  defeated  at  Darien,  (Geo.) 
with  the  loss  of  170  killed  and  wounded  and  300  pri- 
soners— only  50  men  of  the  whole  force  that  landed 
making  their  escape.  Gen.  Blackshear,  with  1000 
Georgians,  was  at  or  near  that  place  on  the  6th  inst. 
The  story  may  be  true  but— it  wants  confin-ation.” 
Extract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  in  general  JVT  In- 
tosh's  army  dated, 

“West  of  Chatahoochie,  8th  Jan.  1815, 
“The  Tom  Bigbie  is  ordered  to  be  navigated,  to 
convey  provisions  to  New  Orleans,  as  bread  stuff' 
will  be  scarce  if  the  communication  should  be  cut 
off.  We  have  a battalion  and  all  the  artificers  we 
could  collect  building  boats  at  the  Tallipoosa,  to 
convey  a detachment  with  two  months  provisions 
to  Mobile.  I hope  they  will  be  ready  in  a few  days 
to  receive  us.  Every  nerve  is  strained  to  press  on 
our  movements.  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  British 
being  in  the  act  of  taking  possession  of  the  Floridas 
and  are  establishing  posts  at  the  fork  of  the  Chata- 
huchie  and  Flint  rivers,  and  at  Appalachicola  at 
Forbes’  store.” 

Extract  from  the  instructions  of  the  -war  department  to 
comtnanding  generals  of  districts  and  armies  rela- 
tive to  militia  in  the  service  of  the  Uunited  States- 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 
18th  February,  1815. 

You  will  discharge  all  militia,  volunteers  and  de- 
tachments now  in  service  within  your  command. 

Those  troops  will  be  previously  mustered  confor- 
mably to  the  following  provisions  of  the  laws  and 
regulations  relative  to  militia  drafts.  “An  act  to 
provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia,”  &.c.  passed  A- 
pril  18th,  1814.  Section  11.  In  all  cases  where  a 
a brigade  of  militia  shall  be  called  forth  for  actual 
service,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  brigade  major  of 
such  brigade  to  inspect  and  muster  the  same  and 
sign  the  muster  rolls  conformably  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act  entitled  “an  act  more  effectually  to  pro- 
vide for  the  national  defence  by  establishing  an  uni- 
form militia  throughout  the  United  States.”  Ifless 
than  a brigade  be  called  forth,  then  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  brig,  major  within  the  district  wherein 
such  militia  may  rendezvous,  to  inspect  and  muster 
the  same,  and  sign  the  muster  rolls.  Two  musters  to 
be  made  in  the  manner  aforesaid — one  on  the  assem- 
bling, and  tha  other  on  the  discharge  of  such  militia. 
If  there  should  be  no  brig,  major  in  the  vicinity,  the 
commanding  officer  may  direct  any  officer  under  the 
rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  whether  of  the  regular 
troops  or  militia,  to  inspect  and  muster  the  militia 
so  called  forth.”  “It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  officer 
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co  mastering  and  inspecting  militia  de  -v  .nenU,  to 
make  immediate  report  thereof  to  the  war  depart- 
ment. Payment  will  be  made  through  the  regimen- 
tal paymaster  in  all  cases  in  wnich  the  corp-  shall  .->e 
organized  as  a regiment;  and  in  all  cases  in  which  it 
shall  fail  short  of  the  number  necessary  to  th  t orga- 
nization, by  the  paymaster  accompanying  the  army 
-or  division  to  whica  it  may  belong  ” 

By  order  of  the  secretary  of  -war, 

D.  PARKER,  Adj.  and  Insp.  Gen . 

NAVAL. 

It  was  contemplated,  bv  the  citizens  of  Norfolk, 
to  fit  out  a small  vessel  with  provisions,  purchased 
by  subscription,  for  the  benefit  and  comfort  of  our 
brave  but  unlucky  tars,  captured  in  the  President. 
The  idea  originated  from  the  knowledge  of  a general 
scarcity  of  provisions  at  Bermuda  On  application 
to  the  commanding  British  officer  in  Lynn  haven,  a 
flag  could  not  be  procured,  he  having  no  power  to 
grunt  the  same. 

The  privateer  brig  Chasseur,  Boyle,  of  Baltimore, 
lias  had  a tremendous  fight  with  a British  sloop  of 
war.  The  latter  is  sail  to  have  been  silenced  ; but 
wlun  capt.  Boyle  was  about  to  take  possession,  a 
frigate  hove  in  sight,  and  he  was  forced  to  make 
his  escape.  It  was  reported  in  the  West  Indies  that 
one  half  of  the  crew  of  the  sloop  of  war  were  kil- 
led or  wounded,  and  that  Boyle’s  toss  in  men  was 
very  small,  though  he  was  much  damaged  in  his 
eails,  spars,  &c.  and  had  to  put  into  Martinico  to 
refit. 

The  brig  Macedonian,  which  sailed  in  co.  with 
the  Unrated  president,  has  followed  her  destiny,  hav- 
ing been  captured  a few  days  out  of  port.  She  was 
to  accompany  the  president  as  a store  ship,  on  a 
long  cruise  to  a distant  part  of  the  world,  and  was 
as  fine  a vessel  as  ever  sailed  from  this  or  any  other 
country.  She  was  built  in  Connecticut  a few  months 
since,  for  a cruiser,  and  was  upwards  of  400  tons 
burthen. 

The  President  is  thought  to  have  been  bound  for 
the  East  Indies.  Had  she  reached  the  place  of  her 
des  ination,  who  can  count  the  damage  she  might 
la  ive  done? 

Tiie  Constitution,  Wasp,  Hornet,  Peacock  and 
Syren,  are  the  only  TJ.  S.  vessels  now  at  sea.  The  lat* 
ter  has  been  absent  twelve  months,  and  was  on  the 
coast  of  Africa  in  May  last,  since  which  time  no- 
thing has  been  heard  from  her.  No  certain  informa- 
tion has  been  obtained  of  the  Wasp  since  the  23d 
September,  when  she  was  cruising  of  Madeira. 

We  have  also  at  sea  rather  more  t han  fifty  private 
armed  vessels — many  of  them  on  the  British  coasts. 
Baltimore  has  abroad,  at  or  from  foreign  ports  about 
40  merchant  vessels,  that,  not  having  the  fear  of 
John  Bull  before  them,  respected  not  his  blockade. 

{£j*Our  prize  lis£  now  amounts  to  about  1470—it 
will  probably  bve  inserted  m our  next.  We  expect 
to  have  it  yet  greatly  increased. 

An  advertisement  in  a Canada  paper  announced 
that  <(a  new  frame  of  a frigate , complete  with  planks, 
” would  be  sold  at  auct  ion  on  the  first  tUy  of 
February,  at  Murin’s  ship  yard,  new  point  Carriere, 
Montre  l.  The  sale  was  to  commence  precisely  ;.t 
12  o’clock,  by  Alexander  Henry,  king’s  auctioneer 

Quebec , Jan.  24.  On  Friday  evening  Mr.  C 'udie 
left  town  with  about  100  woikmen  for  the  Isle  au 
Noix,  about  150  for  Kingston,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
creasing our  wooden  walls  and  floating  bulwarks, 
and,  we  trust  of  enabling  us  to  wipe  off  all  stains. 

The  SjPAsrrAUDS.  By  the  following  letter  the  reader 
will  find  that  governor  Kindelan  has  refused  peremp- 
torily to  allow  the  British  the  privilege  of  lauding 
in  East  Florida  or  of  carrying  on  offensive  opera- 
tions in  that  territory  against  the  frontier  of  tiie 


slate  of  Georgia,  and  that  the  Spanish  government 
determine  to  adhere  to  the  strictest  neutrality. 

“ As  soon  as  you  communicated  verbally  to  me 
the  object  of  your  coming  to  this  place,  I had  the 
iicmor  of  informing  you,  in  the  same  mode,  that  i 
bad  the  strictest  orders  from  rny  government  to  ob- 
serve the  most  rigid  neutrality,  and  under  this  sup«» 
position,  I could  not  permit  you  to  communicate 
with  the  British  vessels  that  might  present  them- 
selves off  this  bar ; that  I would  facilitate  your  go- 
ing to  Providence,  and,  finally,  that  you  would  be 
pteased  to  discharge  your  escort  of  colored  people, 
who,  under  the  erroneous  impression  of  this  pro- 
vince being  invaded,  you  had  brought  with  you  from 
the  Seminoies,  for  the  purposer  of  guarding  you  on 
your  route  to  this  place  ; all  which  I uo  v repeat  to 
you  officially  for  your  information  ar\d  government, 
to  which  I add,  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  made  in  the 
year  1783,  the  two  Floridas  were  ceded  by  treaty  to 
Spain  by  Great  Britain,  with  all  the  rights  of  sove- 
rvignty  over  the  soil  which  it  possessed  ; and  by  the 
treaty  of  S . Ildefonzo,  made  with  the  United  States 
of  America,  in  the  year  1785,  the  northern  limits  of 
said  province  were  defined  ; these  are  a line  begin- 
ning on  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  at  31  de- 
grees of  latitude,  which  from  said  point  proceeds  to 
river  Chatahoche,  thid  from  the  fork  of  this  and 
Flint  river  by  a right  line  down  to  the  head  of  St. 
Mary’s,  state  of  Georgia:  therefore  ail  the  Indians  in- 
habiting the  country  south  of  this  line,  are  under 
the  dominion  and  protection  of  the  Spanish  nation, 
and  that  part  of  them  living  to  the  eastward  of  the 
river  Appalacha,  are  within  the  limits  of  the  east- 
ern province,  under  my  command.  I must  there- 
fore distinctly  state  to  you,  that  I^shall  consider  any 
landing  of  English  troops  within  these  limits,  or  any 
enterprise  coming  to  this  province,  with  any  hostile 
intentions  against  the  United  States,  as  an  aggression 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  under  this  impresr 
sion,  shall  act  in  conformity  with  my  duty.  On  this 
occasion  I have  the  honor  of  offering  my  respects, 
and  request  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  inform 
me  of  your  intentions.  God  preserve  you  many 
years.  . ' 

I am,  &e.  your  most  obedient, 

SEBASTIAN  K1NDELA1?. 

To  George  Woodbine .” 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 

Thursday,  Feb.  9.  Mr.  Giles  from  the  committee  reported  thfi 
following  resolution: 

‘‘‘Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  provide  by  a 
general  law  for  making  compensation  to  individuals  whose  pro- 
perly may  have  been  destroyed  during  the  war,  by  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  United  States,  or  whose  property  may  have  been 
occupied  for  or  appropriated  to  public  purposes.” 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  national  bank  bill; 
oil  which  there  took  place,  as  on  yesterday,  much  animated  de- 
bate. 

Friday , Feb.  10.  The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the  subscripts  to  the  bank  of  the.  United  State* 

of  America. 

Mr.  Giles  moved  to  strike’  out  that  part  of  the  rules  for  the  go* 
vemmr  nt  of  the  bank  which,  follows: 

‘ Until  the  first  Monday  of  April,  18l6.it  shall  not  be  obligatory 
on  the  said  cor|>oraiion  to  pay  its  rotes  in  specie,  but  all  the 
notes  of  the  corporation,  whether  payable  at  the  seat  of  the  bank 
in  Philadelphia,  or  elsewhere,  shall  be  payable  in  other  notes  of 
the  said  corporation,  or  in  treasury  notes  at  the  option  of  the  ap- 
plicant; if  at  auj  time  during  the  Continuance  of  the  present  war 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  n period  of  one 
year  - ft-  r the  termination  of  die  said  war,  demand  snail  be  made 
upon  the  said  corjmration  for  gold  or  silver  coin  to  an  amount, 
and  under  circu;  stances  whin  induce  a reasonable  or  probable 
belief  that  the  specie  capital  mny  he  greatly  diminished  or  endan- 
gered, it  s’, all  be  lawful  for  congress,  on  the  petition  of  the  direc- 
tors, to  authorise  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  for  such 
time  or.  times  as  they  may  deem  proper.” 

After  much  debate,  the  question  on  the  motion  was  decided  a* 
follows:  , 

YEAS.— Messrs.  fJrown,  Da&gctt,  Bapa.  Fromentin,  ,6*itk*d, 
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■German,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  thv  r -by  obtaining  a most  signal  and  < miplete  victory  over  tho 
Mason,  Thompson,  Wells.— 15.  , en.  wiy,  with  a disparity  of  loss  on  his  part  unexampled  m military 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb.  Chace,  Cun- annals, 
dit,  Howell,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,,  Resolved.  That  the  pr. aidcut  of  thn  Uirfted  States  he  requested 
Talbot,  Tait,  Turner,  Vamum,  Wharton.—  8.  to  can»^  to  be  struck  a gold  medal,  with  devices  emblematical  of 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gore  to  a mend  the  bill,  by  inserting  there-  this  spin  .did  achivement,  ami  prf  sent«*d  m major  general  Jackson,^, 
in  a provision  “that  the  authority  of  the  bank  to  pay  its  notes  o- ; as  a testimony  o!  tlie  high  sense  entertained  by  congress,  of  hi* 
flitvv.ise  than  by  specie  shall  be  expressed  on  such  note  —the  judicious  and  distinguished  *o.  -luct  on  that  tm-.iiura'-ie  occasion., 
vote  stood  as  follows:  * i Kcsclve/1,  That  tin  president  of  the  United  States  b*  requested 

YEAS— Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Froraentin,  Gaillard,  to  c:ius.  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  be  eommunicaU  1 to  major 
German,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Hunter,  Karr,  King,  Lam-  general  Jackson,  in  such  terms  as  he  may  deem  best  calculated  to 
bert,  Mison,  Thompson-15.  j Pvt  t**fl»«*  objects  th«  roof. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anderson,  BarbouV,  Barry.  Bibb,  Chace,  Con-  Resolvctl,  By  the  senate  and  house  <f  representatives  of  the  United 
die,  Howell,  Lacock.  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,  Talbot,  States  of  Amerira  in  congress  assembled.  That  congress  eiiMtai* 
Tait,  Turner,  Vamum.  Wells,  Wharton— 18.  , ! a lug;,  sense  of  the  valor  and  good  cn>  <iur-«  of  co  i.nodor.  D.  T. 

On  the  question  - shall  the  bUl  be  engrossed  awi  read  a third  r atterson.  ot  the  officers.  petty  . .flairs,  and  s*  .men,  att;.  bed 
time  as  amended*— the  vote  stood  as  follows:  | *?  I,,'i  command,  lor  their  prompt  and  effi. . nt  eo-opt  ray 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson.  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Chace,  Con  i *,0,‘  w“li  g-  neral  Jackson,  in  the  late  gallant  and  successful  _de* 
dit,  Howell,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith  : c‘l>  N w Orleans,  wheu 


Talbot.  Tait,  Turner,  Varaura,  Wharton' 
NAYS— Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett.  Dana 


assailed  bj  a powerful  Bri- 

iS.  I force. 

Fro  men  tin,  Oaillnm  Resolved,  That  congress  ent.rtain  a high  sense  of  the  valor  and 


German,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Ma- 
son,  Thompson,  Wells.— L5. 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Feb.  11.  The  new  national  bank  bill  was  read  a third 
1 time,  and  after  debate,  passed,  by  a vote  of  18  to  16. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Barrv,  Bibb,  Chace.  Con- 1 t0  consider  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  mihtary  -stablishmem  of 
s,  Rqbinson,  Smith,  Talbot,  the  United  Star  s,  with  authority  to  report  by  hill  or  orh<  rwise. 


good  conduct  of  n.  j.  Daniel  Carmiek,  of  the  officers,  non-com- 
misskm>-d  officers  and  man  ies.  under  his  command,  in  the  defence 
of  said  city,  on  the  kite  no  mumble  occasion. 

Friday  Feb  17.  Mr.  Smith  submitted  for  copsid  ^ration  the 
following  -solution: 

Resolved,  Diattlie  committee  on  military  affairs  l>  • instructed 


dit,  Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts, 

Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Wharton.*- 18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Frootentin,  Gaillard, 
German,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horiey,  Hunter,  Kerr,  King, 
Kambert,  Mason,  Thompson — 16. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  the  concurrence  of  tfie  house  request- 
ed therein. 

Monday , Feb.  13.  The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  government,  was  read  a third  time  as  amended,  *,id  passed. 

The  bill  “ for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of 
New-Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  territory,  who  suffered,  by  earth- 
quakes,” was  ordered  to  a third  reading  as  amended. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  military  committee,  reported  sundry  reso- 
lotions  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  congress  to  grnt-ral  Jackson, 
and  the  troops  under  his  command,  for  their  gallantry  and  good 
conduct  in  the  doAuscs  ef  New-Orleam;  which  were  read  and 
passed  to  a second  reading. 


Mr.  Dana  submitt-  d for  consideration  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved.  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  i r uct-d  to 
enquire  What  flrovisiom  should  lie  made  v Jaw  for  prote  an  the 
commerce  ana  s.  aim  u of  the  United  States  aganwL  th>>  B.  ,■  iry 
powers.  Agreed  to. 

Qii  the  question,  whether  the  Wll  from  the  home  “forth*.  r tief 
of  the  legal  r.  pr-se  tat  sves  of  David  Dardin,  deceased,”  should 
pass  to  a third  reading,  it  was  decided  in  tin:  negative.  So  tin  bill 
is  lost> 

Saturday.  Feb.  18.  Mr.  Barbour  submitted  for  consideration 
the  following  motion.- 

Resolved.  That  the  pi  sidentof  the  United  States  be  r<  quested 
to  cause  au  exp- lienc.  ; engineer  and  naval  officr  to  explore  the 
Chesapeake  bay  forth-  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  most  eonv-ni* 
ent  liartior  in  the  s^id  bay  'or  th  reception  ot’ships  of  war  of  she 
largest  class:  and  that  they  particularly  ascertain  whether  it  bn 
i convenient  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  the 


Mr.  Giles  also  reported  sundry  resolutions  expressive  of  the  | practicaule  to  establish 
high  sense  entertained  by  congress  of  the  patriotism  and  good  con-  j Chesap-  ake  on  th-  Mel. II  • Ground,  and  the  probable  amount 
duct  of  the  people  of  Louisiana,  and  of  New-Orleans,  during  tbv  l which  may  he  necessary  to  place  sucii  harbor  in  the  most  respecta 
late  military  operations  before  that  city;  which  were  read  and  j file  i ostur*  iff  def -r.ee. 
passed  to  a second  reading.  ! motion  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Tait  reported  sundry  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sens*  ><f 
eongtvss 
and  other 

Orleans;  which  were  read  and  passed  to  a second  reading 
The  bill  from  the  house  concerning  Matthew  Guy  and  others, 
was  postponed  Wo  the  2d  Monday  iu  March  next  (rejected)  14  to 
XI. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  15.  After  sitting  in  closed  doors  (on  the 
ti'.e&ty)  tor  some  time— 

The  following  resolutions,  reported  the  day  before  yesterday, 
were  unanimously  adopted. 

Resolutions  expressive  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  congress, 
of  the  patriotism  and  good  conduct  of  the  people  of  Louisiana 
and  of  New  Orleans,  during  the  late  military  operations  before 
that  city. 

Resolved , By  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  congress  assembled , That  congress  ent<.  rt.iii> 
a high  sense  of  the  patriotism,  fidelity,  Real,  and  Courage,  with 
which  the  people  of  the  state  of  Louisiana  promptly  and  unani- 
mously stepped  forth,  under  circum stances  of  imminent  danger 
from  a powerful  invading  army,  in  defence  of  all  the  individual, 
social,  and  political  rights  held  dear  by  man.  Cor»gr**ss  declare  and 
proclaim,  that  the  brave  Louisianians  deserve  well  of  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved , That  congress  entertain  a high  sense  of  the  generosity, 
benevolence,  and  humanity,  displayed  by  the  people  of  Nev. -Or- 
leans, involuntarily  affording  the  V-st  accommodations  in  thur 
•power, and  giving  the  kindest  attention  to  the  wounded,  not  ot.ly 
of  our  own  army,  but  also  to  the  wounded  prisoners  of  a vanquish- 
ed foe. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  cause  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  be  communicated  to  his  ex- 
cellency the  governor  of  Louisiana,  accompanied  with  a request 
that  he  cause  the  greatest  possible  publicity  to  be  given  to  them, 
for  the  information  of  the  whole  people  of  Louisiana. 

Resolutions  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  congress  to  major  generel 
Jackson,  and  the  troops  under  his  command,  for  their  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  in  the  dsffer.ee  of  New  Orleans. 

Resolved , by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  tn  congress  assembled , That  th#  thanks  of 
congress  be,  and  they  are  hereby  given  to  major  general  Jackson, 
and  through  him  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  o’  the  regular  army, 
of  the  militia,  and  of  the  volunteers,  under  his  immediate  com- 
mand, and  the  officer*  and  soldiers  charged  with  the  defence  of 
fort  St*  Philip,  for  their  unifoun  gallantry  and  good  conduct,  con- 
spicuously displayed  against  the  enemy  from  the  time  of  his  land- 
ing before  New-Urleana,  until  his  final  expulsion  from  the  state 
of  Louisiana;  and  particularly  for  their  vai.*r,  skill  and  good 
conduct,  on  the  8th  of  January  last,  in  repulsing,  with  great 
slaughter,  a numerous  British  army  of  chosen  veteran  troops, 
when  attempting,  by  a bold  and  daring  attack,  to  storm  and  cany 
ike' works  hastily  thrown  up  for  the  ddenoe  ef  New-Orleans,  and 


__  _ __ Rctolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the  expo- 

’s of  the  gallantry  of  commodore  Patterson,  major  Carmiek  di.ncy  of  repealing  all  acts  or  pan-,  of  acts  laying  additional  duties 
ur  naval  and  marine  officers  engaged  in  the  defence  of  nn  goods. wares  and  inwhapdiz.  imported  in  the  ships  or  vessel# 

: uhw  li  were  read  and  naued  to  a second  readim?.  o*  such  ffiivig..  nations  as  shall  igre.  to  adm*  into  their  ports 

goods,  w ares  and  a erehandize  imported  into  such  ports  on  board 
of  tlie  ships  or  vessels  of  the  U.  States. 

M ssrs.  Smith,  Taylor,  Bibb,  Hunter  and  King  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tait, 

Resolved , That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  < xpedi.mcy  of  repealing  any  act  or  acts  respect- 
ing the  flotilla  establishment;  and  that  tbc  committee  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  from  the  house  to  authorise  the  issuing  treasury  notes 

for  the  service  o!  181  .as  amended,  was  v.  ad  a third  time  and 

passed;  and  the  concurrence  of  the  hou«  requested  therein. 
Progress  was  made  in  much  other  business. 

Monday , Feb.  20.  The  motion  oY  Mr.  Barbour,  relative  to  the 
stablishment  of  a naval  harbour  in  the  Chesapeak*-  bay,  was  re- 
ferred to  tnessrs.  Barbour,  Smith  and  King. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  a m u mitt  w as  ordered  to  be  appoint- 
ed to  consider  whet  privileges  should  he  secured  by  law  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  as  preferable  to  foreign  subjects  in  navigation. 

Messrs.  Dana,  Smith,  Gore,  Hunter  and  King  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  bill  authorizing  a detachment  ot  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  w as,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Turner,  postponed  to  the  1th  of 
March  (rejected.) 

.The bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  treasury'  notes  (as  amended) 
was  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

Scleral  other  bills  pass  -d  various  stages  of  proceeding 
Wednesday.  Feb.  22.  The  senate  passed  bills  to  ’>pea!  theaefs 
respecting  volunteers  and  sea-f  mi  i -—a  bill  lot  th:  :t  r tem- 

porary accommodation  of  congtvv*— and  i ' il!  for  r*  gu  atiug  the 
compensation  to  post-masters;  ar  . done  or  made  pvogr  ssir.  much 
other  business. 

Thursday , Feb.  23.  The  bill  to  repeal  the  discriminating  duty 
on  tonnago  between  foreign  voss.lsar.d  vrsscHof tm>  Un*tfcd  b ates, 
and  between  goods  imported  if  to  th*  Unit-!  '.'.totes  in  fjrenr.  ves- 
sels, nnd  vessels  ofthe  Unit  ’d  States,  wss  r*  ad.  a third  time;  ar.d  the 
question  on  the  passage  thereof  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays. 

For  the  kill  4 

Againat  it  NONE. 

The  senate  passed  the  bill  to  repeal  the  acts  for  raising  mounted 
rangers— to  provide  a library  room,  and  for  the  tnuispomtV.n  of 
Mr.  Jeffers  oil’s  library— to  repeal  the  acts  respecting  the  flotilla 
forte ; — and  passed  some  private  acts. 

Th*i  bill  to  lay  a duty  on  gold  and  silver  ware,  &e.  was  ordered 
to  a third  reading.  The  proposed  duty  on  lotteries  was  postponed— 
or  rejected— as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Degget,  Dana,  Fromentin,  GaiUenl,  German, 
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CJoldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Kerr,  King,  Lambert,  Smith, 
Thompson,  Varaum,  Wells— 16, 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Condit,  Morrow 
Roberts  , Talbot.  Taylor,  Turner,  Wharton— 1 1. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday , February  9.  Mr.  Fisk,  of  N.  Y.  submitted  for  con- 
sideration the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  rules  of  this  house  be  so  amended,  that  offi- 
cers who  have  received  or  shall  hereafter  receive  the  thanks  of 
eongress  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  displayed  in  the 
service  of  their  country,  shall  be  admitted  to  seats  within  the 
hall  of  the  house. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  makiug  an  appropriation  for  rebuilding 
or  repairing  the  public  buildings  in  the  city  of  Washington,  was 
read  a third  time. 

Mr.  Picketing  spoke  against  the  bill,  on  the  general  ground  of 
opposition  to  the  permanency  of  the  seat  of  government.  , 

Mr.  Webster  moved  to  have  it  re-committed— Negatived  after 
debate,  by  a majority  of  12.  After  much  speaking,  the  vote  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill  was  taken  and  carried  by  yeas  and  nays  as 
follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Avery,  Barbour,  Bard, 
JBarnet,  Bayly,  of  Va.  Bines,  Bowen,  Breckenridge,  Burwell,  Cal- 
houn, Champion,  Clendenin,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cuth- 
bert,  Duval,  Eavl  j,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk,  of  V't.  Fisk  of  N.  Y.  For- 
sythe, Franklin,  - -nolson,  Goodwin,  Gourdin,  Hall,  Harris,  Has- 
brouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins,  of  ICy.  Hubbard,  Hungerford, 
Ingersoll,  Jackson,  of  Va.  Johnson,  of  Va.  Johnson,  of  Ky.  Kenne- 
dy, Kent,  of  Md.  Kershaw,  Kilbonrn,  King; of  N.  C.  jLefferts,  Lew- 
is Lowndes,  Lyle*  Macon,  MCoy,  M'Kiiri,  M‘Lean,  Moore,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Ormsby*  Pearson*  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rhea,  of  Ten.  Rich, 
Ringgold,  Roane*  Sage,  Sevier*  Seybert,  Shippherd,  Smith,  of 
Pen.  Smith,  of  Va.  Stuart,  Sturges,  Telfair,  Troup,  White,  Wood, 
Yancey— 78. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alston,  Baylics,  of  Mavis  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Brad- 
bury, Brigham,  Brown,  Butler,  Cannon,  Cilley,  Coxe,  Crouch,  Da- 
venport, Davis,  of  Mass,  Desha,  Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow*  Gaston,  Golds- 
bprough,  Grosvenor,  Henderson,  Humphreys,  Hulbert,  Ingham, 
lrwin*Jackson,  of  R.  I.  Kent*  of  N.  Y.  Kerr*  King,  of  Mass.  Law. 
Lovett,  Mospley,  Murfree,  Markell,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Piper*  Pot- 
ter, J.  Reed,  W.  Reed,  Rea,  of  Pen.  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Slay- 
iuaker,  Smith,  of  N.  Y.  Stanford,  Strong,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, Udree,  Vose,  Ward,  of  Mass.  Ward,  of  N.  J.  Webster,  Whea- 
ton, Wilcox*  Williams,  Wilson,  of  Mass.  Wilson,  of  Pen.  Winter, 
Wright— 63. 

{[The  bill  now  only  wants  the  signature  of  the  president,  to  be* 
cornea  law.] 

Friday , Feb.  10.  A good  deal  of  private  business  being  disposed 
of;  the  house  took  up  for  consideration  the  resolution  [submitted 
yesterday]  for  authorizing  the  admission  on  the  floor  of  the  house 
©f  representatives,  of  officers  \Vho  have  by  name  received  the  thanks 
of  congress  for  services  rendered  their  country  ; which  was  agreed 
to. 

[In  consequence  of  this  resolution,  major-general  Brown  and 
bis  suite,  majors  Jones,  Austin  and  Brown,  were  conducted  to  a 
seat  within  the  Hall  of  the  house.] 

The  house,  on  motion  of  Mr*  Eppes*  resolved  itself  ito  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Breckenridge  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  to 
authorise  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes  for  18 1 5. 

The  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  so  amended  as  to  provide 
for  issuing  treasury  notes  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  25  miffions 
of  dollars ; such  of  the  notes  as  are  of  less  amount  than  100  dol- 
lars, to  be  transferable  by  delivery,  (without  endorsement)  and  all 
Motes  of  100  dollars  or  upwards,  to.  bear  on  interest  of  five  and 
twu-iifths  per  cent.  The  notes  of  the  first  description  in  amounts 
of  ICO  dollars  and  upwards,  to  be  payable  or  redeemable  in  public 
stock  to  bear  an  interest  of  eight  per  cent,  those  of  the  latter  de- 
scription to  be  payable  or  redeemable  in  public  stock  to  bear  an 
interest  of  seven  percent. 

The  bill  as  first  reported,  proposed  an  issue  of  fifteen  millions  of 
notes,  redeemable  in  five  annual  instalments  of  three  millions 
each,  as  proposed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  for  which  the 
land  tax  was  pledged.  Connected  with  ihis  plan,  was  the  intention 
to  propose  a loan  of  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars.  The  amend- 
ments last  reported  by  the  financial  committee,  are  connected  with 
a proposed  loan  of  fifteen  millions,  thus  reversing  the  proportion  of 
loan  and  Treasury  notes  first  proposed. 

It  was  stated  by  Mr.  Eppes,  that  the  committee  had,  on  further 
consideration,  deemed  a loan  to  so  large  an  amount  as  of  question- 
able practicability,  and  had  therefore  determined  to  increase  the 
issue  of  treasury  notes,  and  proportionably  reduce  tbe  loan,  and 
therefore  proposed  the  amendments  which  were  now  made  to  the 
bill. 

The  amendments  having  been  reported  to  the  bouse,  were  agreed 
to  without  debate  or  opposition  ; and, 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading  to*mor 
row. 

After  much  debate  and  many  motions,  it  was  determined,  thnt 
the  mail  should  be  transported  and  opened  as  usual,  and  that  the 
prayers  of  tbe  petitioners. that  it  might  be  stopped  on  Sunday, 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Saturday,  February  II.— After  other  business,  of  not  much  gene- 
ral interest,  the  house  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  Mr.  Jackson’s 
bill  providing  for  clothing  the  militia  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  amended,  and  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorise  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes  for 
tbe  service  of  the  year  1815,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  tbe  senate  for  making  a road  from  Cumberland  in 
Maryland  to  the  state  of  Ohio*  and  appropriating  100, ooo  dollars 
lor  the  purpose,  was  ordered  to  a third  reading,  and  read  % third 
t*un«  and  passed. 


Monday,  February  13.— A message  from  the  senate  announcing 
the  passage  of  a bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  was  brought  up  and  the  bill  read  a 
first  and  second  time. 

A motion  made  by  Mr.  Gaston  to  refer  it  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  with  a view  to  amend  its  details,  was  neeatived— 
ayes  59,  nays  “70  or  80.” 

]\Ir.  Sharp  then  moved  that  it  should  be  referred  to  a committee 
with  a view  to  it*  amendment  according  to  the  following  instruc- 
tions: 

1.  To  strike  out  all  that  part  of  the  bill  that  allows  fifteen  mil- 
lions ot  dollars  of  the  capital  of  said  bank  to  be  paid  in  six  per 
.pent,  stock  of  the  United  States  heretofore  created  and  nowin  the 
hands  of  stockholders;  and  then  amend  tile  bill  so  as  to  allow  the 
government  to  take'tlu:  said  fifteen  millions  on  their  account. 

\ * hat.  all  the  government  subscriptions  shall  be  paid  in  stock 
at  five  per  cent,  interest. 

3.  That  the  government  shall  have  a number  of  directors  in  said 
bank  equal  to  tbe  proportion  it  may  have  of  the  capital  of  the 
baiiK;  who  Shall  be  appointed  by  tin:  president  of  the  United  States. 

[ That  so  fong  as  the  bank  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  specie 
tor  its  notes  or  bills,  or  after  having  commenced  paying  of  specie, 
shall  from  any  cause  stop  the  payment  of  the  same,  the  government 
shall  not  be  required  to  pay  to  the  bank  a higher  rate  of  interest 
ou  any  loans  to  government  either  as  permanent  loans  or  in  anti- 
cipation of  loans,  than  four  per  cent. 

5.  (Thai,  the  bank  shall  not  be  allowed  to  sell  or  transfer  any  part 
of  the  government  stock  that  it  may  acquire  by  permanent  loans 
to  government,  until  the  end  of  one  year  after  the  war. 

Mr.  Sharp  made  a speech  about  an  hour  long  in  favor  of  hi* 
propositions.  Mr.  Forsyth  replied,  and  Messrs.  Oakley,  Calhoun 
j Bowen  and  Gaston  supported  the  commitment  and  Messrs.  Haw* 

| kins,  Wright  and  Rhea  opposed  it.  Motion  lost— for  the  commit* 
j merit  75,  against  it  80. 

Mr.  Gaston  then  moved  to  refer  it  to  a committee  of  the  whole- 
lost— for  th  e reference  70,  against  it  84. 

Mr.  Sharp  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  so  much 
as  allows  the  subscription  of  stock  heretofore  created.  This  mo- 
tion was  supported  by  Mr.  Duval  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Wright 
and  Humphreys,  and  lost:  ayes  72,  nays  82. 

Mr.  Sharp  then  moved  to  amend  tbe  bill  by  limiting  the  interest 
to  be  given  by  the  government  on  loans  from  the  bank  to  4 per 
ayes  74,  nays  77.  And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

[ITT  Many  persons  have,  no  doubt,  frequently  thought  that  we 
have  wasted  a great  deal  of  paper  by  our  attention  to  notice  so 
many  motions  on  various  important  subjects  that  have  miscarried. 

But  [esteem  it  useful  that  the  people  should  see  them ; and  they  are 
especially  important  to  candidates  for  seats  in  legislative  bodies, 
that  they  may  ascertain  the  whole  art,  trade  and  mystery  of  pror 
crastinatioh.  In  making  these  observations,  I have  no  particular 
reference  to  this  day’s  proceedings;  and  will  only  add,  that  tbe 
custom i i n the  British  parliament  (from  whence  we  have  drawn 
rrmat  of  our  legislative  vices,  without  copying  the  virtues  of  that 
body)  it  is  the  custom  for  the  opposition  to  any  measure  to  try’ the 
general  principle  of  the  tiling;  and,  if  they  fail  in  that,  to  suffer 
the  majority  to  make  the  details  as  to  them  shall  appear  most 
expedient.  Whether  it  is  from  the  desire  to  make  a sjtcech,  2,  5 or 
9 columns  long,  which  no  body  reads,  or  from  a thirst  of  inde-  J 
pendenee,  and  a determination  that  the  mlnoi-ity  shall  rule,  which 
operates  here,  L cannot  tell.  But  an  enquiry  into  the  matter  might 
be  wholesome  to  the  concerns  of  the  nation.] 

Tuesday,  February  14. — After  disposing  of  other  business — 

The  bank  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  making  provision  for  clothing  the  militia  of  the  United! 
States  when  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States,  was 
mid  a third  time  and  passed,  by  the  following  vote,  by  yeas  and 

For  tbe  bill  145 

_ ..  Against  it  NONE  . 

So  the  bill  was  unanimously  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concurrence  therein. 

1 he  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  civil  list  and  miscellaneous 
appropriation  bill,  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Fisk,  presented  a petition  of  “tbe  New  England  emigration 
society,  praying  that  twenty-five  townships  of  public  lands  laying 
south  of  41  degreesof  north  latitude,  may  be  sold  to  them  on  the 
terms  and  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  public  lauds. 

File  engrossed  bill  requiring  the  secretary  of  the  senate  and  the 
Cleric  of  the  house  of  representatives  to  give  bond  for  the  faithful 
execution  of, the  duties  of  their  office,  was  read  a third  time  and 
passed. 

Wednesday,  Feb . 15.  Mr.  Newton  of  Va.  offered  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution,  which,  lie  said,  would  speak  for  itself 
and  preclude  the  necessity  of  any  elucidatory  remarks: 

Resolved , 1 hat  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  house  such  information  as  he  shall 
deem  necessary  to  be  commuuieated,  touching  the  state  of  the 
relations  existing  between  the  U.  States  and  thti  Barbary  powers.’ 

Die  resolution  was  agreed  to  nem.  con.  and  a committee  ap- 
pointed to  lay  it  before  the  president. 

The  bill  for  laying  a direct  tax  on  the  district  of  Columbia,  was 
agreed  to  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
fora  third  reading. 

Thursday,  Feb.  16.  The  resolutions  from  the  Senate  expressive 
ot  the  sense  of  congress  on  the  conduct  of  the  defenders  of  New 
Orleans,  coming  before  the  house,  the  chairman  of  the  military 
committee,  . < 

Mr.  Troup,  said,  that  he  congratulated  the  house  on  the  return' 
of  peace— if  the  peace  be  honorable,  he  might  be  permitted  to  con- 
gratulate the  house  on  the  glorious  termination  of  the  war.  He 
might  be  permitted  to  congratulate  them  on  the  glorious  terminal 
tfon  of  the  most  glsrious  wstr  ever  waged  by  any  people.— X*  Sk*’ 
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•lory  of  it  gen.  Jackson  and  his  gallant  army  have  contributed  not 
a little.  I cannot,  sir—  perliapi  language  cannot, (Injustice  to  the 
merits  of  general  Jackson  and  the  troops  under  his  command,  or 
to  the  sensibility  of  the  house,  1 will  therefore  forbear  to  trouble 
the  house  with  the  usual  prefatory  remarks;  it  is  a fit  subject  for 
the  genius  of  Homer.  But  there  was  a spectacle  connected  with 
this  subject  upon  which  the  human  mind  would  delight  to  dwtll— 
upon  which  the  human  mind  could  not  fail  to  dwell  with  peculiar 
jiride  and  exultation.  It  was  the  yeomanry  of  theeountry  inarch 
ing  to  the  defence  of  the  city  of  Orleans,  leaving  their  wives  and 
childr  n and  firesides  at  u moment’s  warning.  On  the  one  side, 
committing  themselves  to  the  boson  of  the  mother  of  rivers;  on  the 
other,  taking  the  rout  of  the  trackless  and  savage  wilderness  for 
hundreds  of  miles.  Meeting  at  the  place  of  rendezvous— seeking, 
attacking  and  beating  the  enemy  in  a piched  battle— repulsing  three 
desperate  assaults  with  great  loss  to  him— killing,  wounding  and 
capturing  more  than  four  tnousaiid  of  his  lurce,  and  finally  com- 
pelling him  to  fly  precipitately  the  country  he  had  boldly  invaded. 
The  farmers  of  the  country  triumphantly  victorious  over  the 
conquerors  of  the  conquerors  of  Europe.  I came,  1 suic,  I com 
q tiered,  says  the  American  husbandman , fresh  from  the  plough. 
The  proud  veteran  w ho  triumphed  in  Spain  and  carried  terror 
into  the  warlike  population  of  France  was  humbled  beneath  the 
power  of  my  aym.  The  liod  ot  battles  and  of  righteousness  took 
part  with  the  di  fenders  of  their  country  and  the  loe  was  scattered 
before  us  as  chad- before  tin  wind.  It  is,  indeed,  a fit  subject  for 
the  genius  of  Homer,  of  Ossiau  or  Milton. 

That  militia  should  be  beaten  by  militia  is  of  natural  and  ordina- 
ry occurrence— that  regular  troops  should  be  beaten  by  militia  is 
not  without  example— the  examples  are  as  numerous  or  move  nu- 
merous in  our  own  country  than  in  any  other— but  that  regular 
troops,  the  best  disciplined  and  most  veteran  of  Europe,  should  be 
beaten  liy  undisciplined  militia  with  the  disproportionate  loss  of  an 
hundred  to  one,  is,  to  use  the  language  of  the  commanding  gene- 
ral, almost  incredible.  The  disparity  of' the  loss— the  ajuality  of 
force— the  difference  in  the  character  of  the  force  all  combine  to 
render  the  battle  of  the  8th.  of  January,  at  once  the  most  brilliant 
and  extraordinary  of  modern  .times.  Nothing  can  account  for  it 
hut  the  rare  merits  of  the  commanding  general,  and  the  ran  pa- 
triotism and  military  avdor  of  die  troops  under  his  command. 

Glorious,  sir,  as  are  these  events  to  the  American  arms— honora- 
ble as  they  are  to  the  American  character— they  are  not  more  glori- 
ous and  honorable  than  are  the  immediate  consequences  full  of 
usefulness  to  the  country.  If  the  war  had  continued,  the  men  of  the 
country  would  have  b en  inspired  with  a noble  ardor  and  a gene- 
rous emulation  in  defence  of  the  country— they  would  have  struck 
terror  into  the  invader  and  given  confidence  to  the  invaded.  Eu- 
rope has  seen  that  to  be  formidable  on  the  ocean  we.  need  but 
"mill  it.  Europe  will  see  that  to  be  invincible  on  the  land  it  is  only 
necessary  that  we  judiciously  employ  the  means  which  God  and 
nature  have  bountifully  placed  at  our  disposal.  The  men  of  Eu- 
rope bred  in  camps,  trained  to  war— w ith  all  the  science  and  all  the 
experience  of  modern  war,  are  not  a match  for  the  men  of  Ameri- 
ca taken  from  the  closet,  the  bar,  the  counting-house  and  the 
plough.  If,  sir,  it  be  pardonable  at  any  time  to  indulge  these  sen- 
timents and  feelings,  it  may  be  deemed  pardonable  on  the  present 
occasion. 

I think  the  resolution  of  tlio  senate  defective — it  does  not  record 
the  prominent  fact  which  more  than  any  other  contributes  to  the 
brilliancy  of  general  Jackson’s  triumph— the  fact  that  the  triumph 
was  th  - triumph  of  riijlitia  over  regular  troops— on  the  contrary  it 
is  so  worded,  that  strangers  or  posterity  deriving  their  knowledge 
from  the  record  itself,  wouldfoe  led  to  believe  that  the  regular  troops 
constituted  die  principal  force,  and  that  the  militia  was  only  auxilia- 
ry. If  the  house  should  consider  the  defect  as  important  I would 
.move  to  amend  the  resolution. 

The  bill  for  fixing  die  compensation  to  collectors,  being  before 
the  house  u was  determined  to  allow  a commission  of  A 1-2  per 
centum,  on  all  monies  collected,  8tc.  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  one  half  percent,  on  all  collected  over  that 
wm  in  addition. 

Frtday,  February  17.  Mr.  Jackson  of  Va.  submitted  for  conside- 
ration the  following  resolution: 

1.  Resolved,  Tiiat  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be  instructed 
to  enquire  and  report  to  what  extent  the  military  establishment  of 
the  United  Statue  can  be  reduced  consistently  with  the  public  inte- 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  further  instructed  to  en- 

quire whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  provision  ought  to  be  made 
by  law  for  allowing  months  extra  pay  and  a donation  in 

rand  to  the  officers  of  the  army  who  may  be  disbanded. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  he  further  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  ®f  establishing  one  or  more  additional 
military  schools. 

. Resolved,  That  tha  naval  committee  be  instiucted  to  enquire 
into  and  report  to  what  extent  the  navy  of  the  United  States  on  the 
lakes  can  be  reduced,  consistently  witii  the  public  interest. 

. Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  further  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  one  or  more  naval  academies. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  be  instruct- 
ed to  ascertain  and  report  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  modifi- 
cations of  existing  laws  are  necessary  to  adapt  them  to  the  state  of 
our  relations  with  foreign  nations. 

The  house  having  agreed  to  consider  these  resolutions — 

Mr.  Jackson  made  a few  remarks  of  an  explanatory  nature. 

After  discussion,  they  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  senate,  to  give  further  time  to  complete  sur- 
veys and  locate  patents  for  lands,  granted  under  Virginia  revolu- 
tion warrants,  was  read  a third  time,  passed  and  returned  to  the 
■enate. 

r The  engrossed  bill  to  lay  a direct  tax  on  the  district  of  Colum- 
bia, was  read  a third  time-wUhout  debate,  passed,  and  sent  to  the 

senate. 


The 'resolutions  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  congress  to  major' 
general  Andrew  Jackson,  and  die  troops  under  his  command,  lbr 
their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  defence  of  New-Orleans , 
were  lead  a third  time  and  passed  unanimously. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by 
congress  of  the  patriotism  and  good  conduct  of  the  people  of  Loui- 
siana, and  Nww-Orleam,  were  read  a third  time. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  expressed  in  a fooling  manner  his 
high  sense  of  the  complimentary  manner  in  which  his  constituents 
were  mentioned  in  this  resolve;  and  flattered  himself  they  would 
never  forfeit,  at  any  time,  the  high  character  they  had  now  ac- 
quired. i 

Mr.  Sharp  then  rose,  and  addressed  the  house  nearly  as  follows  c 

Mr.  Speaker— The  subject  those  resolutions  present  lbr  our  con- 
sideration, is  the  most  interesting  occurrence  iu  the  lristory  ot^our 
country. 

Thepeopl®  ot  Louisiana,  approached  by  an  enemy  who  suspect- 
ed their  fidelity  to  their  newly  adopted  government,  mid  who  held 
out  every'  allurement  that  could  be  presented  to  seduce  them  from 
the  union  ; at  this  very  moment,  whilst  assailed  by  the  blandish- 
ments of  the  enemy,  with  open  arms  they  received  their  fellow-ci- 
tizens who  came  to  their  aid,  and  by  voluntary  contributions  fur- 
nished every  thing  necessary  to  their^mifoit  while  exposed  in  the 
open  field  in  defence  of  their  city.  Tet  their  patriotism  and  hu- 
manity was  surpassed  by  their  bravery.  On  the  23d  of  Decem- 
ber, it  was  a company  of  Louisianians  that  penetrated  the  very 
centre  of  the  enemy’s  camp  and  made  good  their  retreat,  and 
brought  off  a number  of  prisoners.  On  the  8th  of  January,  the 
Louisianians  aided  iu  defending  the  breast-w  or  on  the  right,  and 
when  the  enemy  got  possession  of  one  of  our  bastions,  they  were 
among  the  foremost  who  met  them  ; and  amidst  the  clash  of  swords 
and  bayonets,  grappled  with  them  upon  the  ramparts,  and  bore 
them  into  the  ditch. 

If  we  compare  the  conduct  of  Louisiana  with  any  other  part 
of  the  natiou.  even  the  oldest  and  best  established  in  their  political 
institutions,  so  far  from  losing  any  thing  in  the  comparison,  it  is  oil 
their  part  splendid  and  honorable,  and  must  effectually  put  down 
all  those  feelings  of  distrust  and  jealousy  tiiat  have  been  entertained 
in  some  parts  of  the  uuio>  in  relation  to  their  adoption  into  ouc 
republic. 

In  another  point  of  view  this  subject  is  still  more  interesting-. 
There  is  perhaps  no  epoch  to  be  found  on  the  historic  page,  nine 
iu  the  history  of  America , in  which  we  have  been  called  upon  to 
present  the  "thanks  of  the  American  people  to  a whole  state. 
Louisiana,  the  youngest  daughter  of  the  Union,  composed  of  a 
population  most  of  whom  had  tasted  of  liberty  but  yesterday;  it 
had  not  been  their  birth  right,  but  such  are  the  charms  of  Sberty 
to  a people  who  have  felt  its  blessings  and  known  its  value,  that 
on  the  approach  of  a loe  to  enslave  them,  the  whole  population  of 
Louisiana  are  bristling  with  the  bayonet;  the  old  men,  the  exempts 
are  clad  in  mail  and  rushing  to  meet  the  foe. 

“If  humanity  shows  to  the  God  of  the  world, 

A sight  for  his  fatherly  eye, 

“It  is  that  of  a people,  with  banner  unfurl’d, 

Resolv’d  for  their  freedom  to  die.” 

Such  a spectacle  was  presented  by  the  state  of  Louisiana.  As^ve 
are  ever  to  expect,  iu  so  just  a cause  they  received  the  benedictions 
of  Heaven,  and  under  its  benign  influence,  aided  by  their  lellow- 
citizensin  arms,  they  not  only  triumphed  over,  but  almost  exter- 
minated their  enemy. 

Can  there  be  an  American,  whose  bosom  does  not  beat  high  with 
joy  to  call  Louisiana  a legitimate  daughter  of  the  Union;  and  hail 
her  citizens  as  nrothevs? 

Is  there  any  part  of  the  American  empire,  that  could  hesiraje 
ever  hereafter  to  hold  Louisiana  iu  the  maternal  embrace  of  the 
nation;  to  extend  to  her  our  care  and  protection? 

The  resolutions  were  then  unanimously  passed. 

The  resolution  expressive  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  dpn- 

Sress  of  the  merits  of  commodore  I).  T.  Patterson,  maj.  Daniel 
artnick  and  the  officers  and  men  under  their  command,  were  rdad 
a third  time  and  passed,  with  one  negative  (Mr.  M’Kee  of  Ky.) 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  biU  from  the  senate 
“to incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  baDkof  the  United  States*)!" 
America.” 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a select  committee. 

Mr.  Lowndes  superseded  this  motion  by  a motion  to  postpone- 
the  bill  indefinitely.  He  made  this  motion,  not  from  any  hostility 
to  a national  bank,  wishing,  as  the  gentleman  did,  that  a national 
bank  should  be  established;  but  because  he  wished  it  to  be  done  at 
a time  and  under  circumstances  which  would  give  the  house  ability 
to  decide  correctly  on  the  subject,  lie  believed,  he  said,  and  he 
was  not  alone  in  that  opinion,  that  the  present  moment  was  a 
most  unfavorable  one  for  the  establishment  of  a bank.— It  must  be 
known  that,  long  as  the  subject  of  a bank  had  been  agitated,  there 
had  been  important  differences  of  sentiment  as  to  the  principles 
of  such  an  institution,  which  had  been  suppressed  because  of*ths 
pressure  of  the  times.  Among  other  objections  to  acting  on  tlria 
subject  at  present,  he  said,  it  was  no  trifling  one  tiiat  the  stspen- 
sioii  of  specie  payments  by  ths  state  banks,  which  every  one  con- 
sidered an  evil,  would  unquestionably  be  prolonged  by  it.  In  the 
fragment  ot  the  session  which  now  remains,  there  would  not  be 
time  to  enter  into  a consideration  of  these  points;  and,  if  there 
were  full  time,  the  mere  circumstances  of  the  new  and  almost  in- 
superable difficulties  arising  from  a new  state  of  things  which  now 
present  themselves,  ought  to  suggest  a reason  for  postponement. 
Congress  could  not  now  establish  a hank  half  so  eligible  or  half  so 
durable,  as  they  could  at  a future  session. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said  lie  was  perfectly  aware  that  the  subject  of  a 
national  bank  was  attended  with  great  difficulty  at  this  or  any 
other  session;  but  his  opinion  was  mat  this  was  the  best  time  for 
an  attempt  of  this  kind.  The  subject  had  been  so  much  discussed, 
that  he  apprehended  every  gentleman  was  prepared  to  decide  on 
St  without  muwh  further  dlscussioji.  It  was  from  a hope  that  all 
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NAYS— -Messrs.  Alston,  AufleMon,  uayiy  oi  va.  Di>ra, 
eckenridge,  Brown,  Butler,  Capertoo.  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Clen- 
tiin,  Comstock,  Conard,  Coxe,  Creighton  Crouch,  Culpeper, 


sides  «f  the  house  could  now  come  to  some  uud  man-ting.  and 
agree  on  the  establishment  of  such  an  institution  as  should  b*  not 
only  valuable  to  the  United  States,  but  satisfactory  to  all  part:  v 
that  he  had  now  moved  to  commit  the  bill,  which  he  hoped  would 
not  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Gaston  conceived  there  would  be  less  difficulty  in  acting  on 
this  subject  at  the  present  session,  than  was  anticipated  by  th  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina.  The  subject  has  been  so  r.  prated Jy 
discussed,  that  he  thought  it  coukl  be  acted  on  more  advantageously 
in  the  small  remnant  of  the  present  session,  than  in  the  first  ses- 
sion of  a new  congress,  bringing  together;'  individuals  not  acquainted 
with  each  others’  views,  and  not  having  the  advantage  of  hearing 
the  subject  frequently  discussed.  Having,  always  been  fri  ndly  to 
such  ari  institution,  and  believing  it  as  important  lit  peace  as  in 
war,  he  hoped  an  experiment  would  be  made,  by  retelling  this  sub- 
ject to  a committee,  which,  whether  successful  or  not,  would  not 
consume  much  time  of  the  house.  , 

Mr.  Grosvenor,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Pickmngand  Mr.  Farrow,  also 
advocated  the  postponement,  and  Mr.  Kilbourn,  Mr.  frisk,  ot  Vt. 
Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr.  Telfair  opposed  it.  , 

On  the  question  of  postponement,  which  Was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays,  the  vote  stood  as  follows:— 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Avery,  Barbour,  Bat’d,  Barnett,  Baylies  of  Mas. 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Champion,  Cillej,  Clopton, 
Cooper,  Crawford,  Cuthbert,  Davenport,  Desha,  Ely,  Epp-s,  Far- 
row, Franklin,  Good  s,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hall, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Huibert,  Jackson  of  R.  I.  Johnson 
of  Kv.  Kemiedv,  Kent  of  N.  Y.  King  of  Mass.  Law,  Lowndes, 
Macon,  M‘Kee,  Montgomery,  Mos<  ley,  Marked,  Nelson,  Ormsby, 
Pickering/  Pitkin,  Potter,  J.  Reed,  W.  Reed,  Roane,  Ruggles, 
Schnreman,  Seybert,  Shcffey,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  N.  \ 
Stanford/Stockton,  Stuart,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Troup,  Vos., 
Ward  of  Mass.  Ward  of  N.  J.  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Williams, 

Wilson  of  Mass.  Winter,  Wright— 74.  „ 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Bayly  of  Va.  Bines,  Bowen 
Br< 

Diivai.  FUknf  ^ KskV  N.'  Y.  Forney,  Forsythe, 

Gaston,  Gholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hanson,  Hawkins,  Hubbard, 
Hu.  -gt-rford,  Ingersoll,  Ligham,  Jackson  of  Va.  Kent  of  Md.  Kerr, 
Kei  sbaw,  Kilbourn,  Lefferts,  Lewis.  Lovett,  Lyle,  M Coy,  MLean, 
Moore,  Murfree,  Newton,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper,  Plea- 
sants, Rea  of  pHiin.  Rh  a of  Ten.  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertsow,  Sage, 
Sevier,  Sharp.  Sherwood,  Smith  of  Va.  Strong,  Sturges,  i annehiU, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Udree,  Wilson  of  Pen.  Wood,  Yancey— 73. 

So  the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Saturday , Feb.  18 . Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  on  the  pe- 
tionof  William  Lambert,  made  a report,  terminating  with  the  fol. 
lowing  resolution;  , 

“ Resolved , That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  cause  such  further  observations  to  be  made  at  the  seat  of  the 
national  government  as  may  be  deemed  most  proper  to  determine 
the  longitude  of  the  capitoJ,  in  the  city  of  Washington  with  the 
greatest  practicable  degree  of  exactness;  and  that  the  data,  with 
abstracts  of  the  calculations  and  the  results  founded  thereon,  be 
laid  before  congr  ^s  at  their  next  session.” 

The  teport  was  agreed  to.  . 

Mr.  Culpeper  submitted  for  consideration  a resolution  requesting 
the  president  to  recommend  a day  of  thanksgiving  and  r hgious 
solemnity  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  on  the  present  state  of 
the  country,  &c.  which  was  twice  read  and  laid  on  tin  table. 

The  bill  to  grant  land  to  deserters  from  the  enemy,  was  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Monday , Feb.  20.  Mr.  Bowen,  from  the  committee  on  pensions 
and  revolutionary  claims,  reported  a bill  (embracing  various  claims 
of  that  character)  concerning  invalid  pensioners:  read  twice  ami 

ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Harris  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

“ Resolved , That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands  be  instructed 
to  report  a bill  with  provisions  for  having  the  boundary  lines  of  the 
lands  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  Creek  treaty  recently  ra- 
tified run  and  marked,  and  having  the  same  laid  off  intersections 
and  quarter  sections,  preparatory  to  the  sale  thereof,  ana  for  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  for  defraying  the  expencea  incident  thereto. 

ir.  Humphreys  proposed  to  amend  the  resolution  as  follows; 
and  the  motion  so  amended  prevailed: 

« Resolved , That  the  committee  of  Ways  and  means  be  instructed 
te  enquire  into  the  necessity  and  expediency  of  making  an  Appro- 
priation of  money  to  meet  the  expense  of  surveying  and  laying  utt 
the  military  bounty  lands,  and  the  lands  lately  ceiled  by  the  Creek 
Indians  to  the  United  States,  in  the  treaty  of  fort  Jackson,  in  order 
to  the  settlement  thereof  by  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  Mr.  Rich’s  resolution  for  classifying 
persons  liable  to  the  direct  tax,  and  allowing  them  to  furnish  sol- 
diers in  lieu  of  the  same,  was  on  motion  of  its  author,  mdefiiute- 

^The^u'from  the  senate  authorising  payment  to  the  widow  of 
Elbridge  Gerry,  late  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  of  such 
salary  as  would  have  been  payable  to  him  during  the  remainder.  -A 
his  \ rm  of  service,  had  he  so  long  lived,*  b'*iug  before  the  house— 

Mr.  Eppes  moved  to  postpone  it  ndcfinitely. 

This  motion  gav>  rise^to  a debate,  in  which  inessrs.  Enpes. 
Camion,  Potter,  Taylor,  Grosvenor,  Sbt-ffey and  Pickering,  advo- 
cated the  postponement,  and  Messrs.  Fisk  of  N.  Y.  M Ki  n,  Fisk  of 
Vt.  Jackson,  of  Va.  Hurlbert,  Wright,  and  Oakley  opposed  it. 

The  debate  was  one  of  some  interest.  The  general  principle  as- 
serted by  those  opposed  to  the  bill,  was the  impropriety  of  sett  ing 
a precedent  of  pensions  for  civil  services,  which  would  entail  on 
the  United  States  the  evils  so  previously  felt  in  despotic  govern- 


ments, from  the  same  source.  The  bill  was  advocated  on  the 
m ound  of  respect  for  the  services  of  a deceased  patriot  and  public 
servant,  whose  family  was  by  fib  decease  placed  in  a state  ol  abso- 
dependence! 

END  OF  THE  SEVENTH  VOLUME 


Th’  question  or  postponement,  was  at  length  decided  by  jti 
and  nays  as  follows: 

For  postponement  86 

Against  it  44 

So  th.  Will  was  indefinitely  postponed,  in  other  words,  rejected- 

The  presid*-nt’$  message  of  ti  s day  and  tin  treaty,  w.n  received 
and  mid,  a <u  5000  copies  ther- of  ordered  to  be  printed.  [See 

pag  02.] 

The  remain;!  r of  the  sitting  was  fx-cupied  on  Mr  Kiltwurnr< 
bill  to  provide  hy  encouraging  actual  settlement  for  tb  prot,  ction 
of  the  North  Western  frontir;  which  was,  in  the  end,  indefinitely 
postponed. 

Thursday,  Feb.  21.  Nothing  important,  done  iu  the  house  this 
daiy.  * 

Wednesday,  Feb.  22.  Mr  Trorup,  from  the  committee  on  mill-* 
tary  affairs,  report  d a bill  fixing  the  military  peace  establishment  - 
Of  the  United  Sm-  s. 

[Thetnll  provid  s -,  hat  th  military-  p^-ace  establishment  shall  con- 
sist of  such  prap’-rtiousof  artillery,  infantry  and  riflemen,  not  -x- 
ccedingiu  the  whol  ten  thousand  men , as  th  - president  shall  think 
proper;  the  corps  o."  t ugineers  to  be  retained.  Tin  gen  ral  offi- 
cers to  consist  of  two  major  generals  and  four  Brigadier  generals. 
The  president  to  cause  selections  to  be  niade.o*  effie  -r*  :ro  n the 
existing  force,  and  to  < ause  tin  supernum.  rary  offiders  to  b.-  dis- 
charged as  soon  as  circumstances  shall  permit.  Three  mo  tbs  pay 
to  lie  given  to  each  officer*  &c.  so  honorably  discharged, and,  >11  ad- 
dition, to  each  officers  donation  ol  land,  500  acr  sfo  a major-g-ne* 
ral,  &e  64o  to  a captain,  ;80  to  asulultern.  To  each  private  also, 
an  additional  do  -atio’i  of  16)  acres  of  land,  provided  the  whole 
quantity  of  land  such  private  receives  shall  not  exeerd  320  acres.- 
The  II  also  proposes  to  regulate  the  future  organization  of  the 
army.] 

The  .ill  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole-* 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  made  a re- 
port recommending  an  agreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  senate 
to  the  treasurv  note  bilk 

The  bill,  as  It  w«-nt  from  this  house,  provided  that  those  treasury 
notes  to  be  issued  bearing-no  interest,  should  be  fundable  at  eight 
per  cent,  and  tiros-1  bearing  interest  at  seven  per  cent.  The  senate 
propose  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  that  the  notes  bearing  no  interest 
shall  befundabl.-at  s even  -><  r cent,  and  those  bearing  interest  shall 
be  fundable  at  six  per  cent. 

Mr.  E. said,  that,  as  the  state  of  war  had  ceased  since  the  bifl 

Sassed  this  house  and  the  state  of  peace  would  probably  appreciate 
e value  of  the  public  securities,  it  was  supposed  the  interest  pro- 
posed by  the  senate  would  he  sufficient. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  from  the  senate  authorizing  the 
prt  sident  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  built  one  or  more 
floating  batteries  for  the  defence  of  the  waters  of  the  United  States 
was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Much  oth->r  business  was  progressed  in. 

Thursday,  Feb.  23— Mr.  Eppes , under  the  direction  of  the  sara* 
committee,  moved, 

“That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  report  at  the 
next  session  a general  Tariff  of  duties  proposed  to  be  imposed  upott 
imported  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize.” 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  nem  con. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  to  repeal  the  acts  respecting  volunteers 
and  sea-ti  nciblps  was  passed. 

Mr.  Fisk  of  Vt.  offered  for  consideration  the  following  resolution^ 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  b.  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  exjiedi’  ncy  of  making  provision  by  law  foe 
paying  the  members  of  this  house  in  -roftey  current  in  the  states  to 
which  they  respectively  belong.  v , 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  some  debate,  and  was 
Indefinitely  postponed. 

Two  or  three  messages  were  received  from  the  president  of  tb© 
United  States,  by  Mr.  Coles  his  seerctarf;  out  of  which  it  appear* 
ed  was  of  a confidential  nature;  and  the  doors  were  closed  and 
galleries  cleared,  and  after  so  rema  ning  for  a short  time,  were 
again  opened;  when  the  following  message,  being  of  a publitf 
nature,  was  read. 

To  the  senate  and  house  yf  representatives  of  the  United  State  s. 

1 lay  before  congress  copi*  < of  two  ratified  treati  t which  were 
entered  into  on  the  part  of  the  U lited  States,  one  on  the  22d  day 
of  July,  814.  wilh  the  several  tribes  of  Indians  called  the  AVyaii- 
dot’s,  DeJawarcs.  Shawanaes,  Sgiakas  and  Mutinies;  the  other  on 
the  9th  day  0!  August,  1314  with  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians. 

It  is  referred  to  tin.  consideration  oi’  congress  how  far  legislative 
provisions  may  be  necessary  for  carrying  any  part  of  th->*e  stipular 
tions  into  effect. 

JAMEo  MADISON. 

Feb urary  22,  1815.  . H 

The  message  and  treaties  were  referred  to  the  coiWn  ittee  of  wap 

and  means.  ' , 


PLASTER  OF  PARIS. 

This  very  valuable  articb  bas  b ‘<  n rec<  r tly  discovered  in  many 
parts  of  our  country,  and  we  shall  want  no  more  from  Nova  Scotia . 
So  far  it  is  well.  Fivery  thing  that  lessen#  our  den  ndenc*  upon  or 
communication  with  the  British  or  any  t -ng  that  h -longs  to 
them,  should  bea  subject  of  rejoicing,  a#  it  more  or  less ! »-•  ns  that 
ftuence  which  has  so  immensely  injured  the  United  Si  at";,  aud 
pr.-vene-d  a national  character  and  home  feeling.  - ' 

An  inexhaustible  store  of  this  plaster  is  fo  d on  the  sho-e  y the 
Hudson  river,  about  a i iiLabov-  th«-  city  <.  tin  t > ame — it  is  also 
pL:ut’ful  in  the  w stern  parts  of  New-Ymk,  frtv>  whunee,  by  tba 
Susquehannah,  &.s,  a large  portion  Pennsylvania,  &c.  is  sup- 
- lied,  :..nd in  s-.vei al  other, places  convenient  Up  boat  transportation, 
-'r  :o  supply  the  interior. 
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BIOGRAPHY. 

Brig.  Gen.  Zebulon  M.  Pike. 

From  the  Annlectic  Magazine. 

Though  the  REGISTER  already  contains  a brief  notice  of  this 
distinguished  and  lament.d  soldier,  to  which  the  writer  of  the 
follow  mg  elegant  memoir  acknowledges  himself  indebted,  there 
is  in  the  character  of  the  illustrious  dead  so  many  traits  of  a 
high  aud  manly  soul  impelled  by  an  irresistible  thirst  of  glory, 
and  nice  regard  for  honour,  that  we  believe  we  eannut  be  too 
zealous  in  hoisting  him  up  as  an  example  to  his  counti ) men. 

ED.  KEG. 

Zebulon  Montgomery  Pike  was  born 
at  Lainberton,*  in  the  state  of  i\ew- Jersey, 
January  5th,  l?79.  His  father  was  a re- 
spectable o dicer  in  the  army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  His  family  bad  for  several 
generations  resided  in  New- Jersey,  and 
were  descended  from  a Captain  John  Pike, 
whose  name  is  preserved  by  tradition  as 
having  been  a gallant  aud  distinguished 
soldier  in  the  early  Indian  wars  of  the  col- 
ony. He  entered  the  army  while  yet  a boy. 
and  served  for  some  time  as  a cadet  in  his 
father’s  company,  which  was  then  station- 
ed on  tiie  western  frontiers  of  the  United 
fetates.  At  an  early  age  he  obtained  the 
commision  of  ensign,  and  some  time  after, 
that  of  lieutenant  in  t lie  1st  regiment  of  in- 
fantry. He  was  thus  almost  from  his  cra- 
dle trained  to  the  habits  of  a military  life; 
but  he  did  not,  like  most  of  the  peaceful 
veterans  of  the  barracks  and  the  parade, 
while  away  his  days  in  inactivity,  conten- 
ted with  the  mechanical  routine  of  milita- 
ry duty.  By  a life  of  constant  activity  and 
exposure,  he  invigorated  his  constitution, 
and  prepared  himself  for  deeds  of  hardi- 
hood am!  adventure.  At  the  same  time, 
he  endeavoured  to  supply  the  deficiency 
of  iiis  early  edacation  by  most  ardent*, 
though,  probably,  often  desultory  and  ill- 
regulated  application  to  every  branch  of 
useiul  knowledge.  He  had  entered  the  ar- 
my with  no  other  education  than  such  as  is 
afforded  the  most  ordinary* v illage  school 
— reading,  writing,  and  a little  arithmetic. 
By  his  own  solitary  exertions  lie  acquired.) 
almost  without  the  aid  of  a master,  the 
French  and  Latin  languages,  the  former 
of  which,  it  appears  from  his  journal,  he 
was  able  to  write  and  speak  with  sufficient 

* This  name  is  a curious  instance  of  the  mode  in  which  many 
•four  Indian  names  have  been  changed.  It  is  a corruption  of 
Lamaton,  which  was  formerly  pronounced  and  spelt  Alamatunk, 
that  being  the  original  Indian  name. 
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accuracy  for  all  the  purposes  of  business; 
to  these  he  afterwards  added  a competent 
knowledge  of  the  Spanish.  He  also  studi- 
ed the  elementary  branches  of  mathema- 
tics. and  became  very  conversant  and  even 
skilful  in  all  the  ordinary  practical  appli- 
cations of  that  science.  He  seems,  besides, 
to  have  had  a general  curiosity,  to  which 
no  kind  of  know  ledge  w as  without  interest, 
he  read  w ith  avidity  every  hook  w hicli  fell 
in  his  way,  and  thus,  without  anv  regular 
plan  of  study,  acquired  a considerable 
stock  of  various  information,  and  some 
tincture  of  popular  English  literature.  In 
most  of  these  literary  acquirements,  Pike 
scarcely  attained  to  the  accuracy  of  the 
scholar,  but  they  were  such  as  became  the 
gentleman,  and  elevated  and  adorned  the 
character  of  the  soldier.  Nor  were  these 
studies  directed  solely  to  t lie  improvement 
of  the  mind;  he. endeavoured  to  make  them 
subservient  to  a much  higher  end.  From 
his  youth  he  sedulously  cultivated  in  him- 
self a generous  spirit  of  chivalry;  not  that 
punctilious  and  barren  honour  w hich  chea- 
ply satisfies  itself  with  the  reputation  of 
personal  courage  and  freedom  from  disrep- 
utable vice,  but  t lie  chivalry  of  the  ancient 
school  of  European  honour — that  habit  of 
manly  and  virtuous  sentiment,  that  spirit 
of  patriotism  ami  seif  devotion,  which, 
while  it  roots  out  from  the  heart  every 
other  weakness  of  nature,  spares  and  cher- 
ishes “ that  last  infirmity  of  noble  minds," 
t lie  love  of  glory,  and  in  every  great  emer- 
gency in  which  man  may  be  called  upon  to 
act,  sends  him  forth  into  the  service  of  his 
country  or  his  kind,  at  once  obeying  the 
commands  of  duty,  and  elevated  and  ani- 
mated by  the  warm  impulse  of  enthusiastic 
feeling. 

Among  other  habits  of  mental  discipline 
by  which  Pike  was  accustomed  to  cherish 
these  principles  and  feelings,  was  a con- 
stant practice  of  inserting  upon  the  blank 
pages  of  some  favourite  volume,  such  strik- 
ing maxims  of  morality,  or  sentiments  of 
honour,  as  occurred  in  his  reading,  or  were 
suggested  by  his  own  reflections.  lie  had 
been  in  the  practice  of  making  use  of  a 
small  edition  of  Uoosley’s  “ Eeonorny  of 
Human  Life,”  for  this  purpose.  j*oon  :*f  cr 
his  marriage,  he  presented  this  volume 
to  his  wile,  who  still  preserves  it  as  one 
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of  the  most  precious  memorials  of  her  hus- 
band’s virtues.  An  extract  from  one  of  the 
manuscript  pages  of  this  volume  was  pub- 
lished in  a periodical  work  soon  after  his 
death.  It  was  written  as  a continuation  of 
the  article  “Sincerity,”  and  is  strongly 
characteristic  of  the  author. 

“Should  my  country  call  for  the  sacrifice 
of  that  life  which  has  been  devoted  to  her 
service  from  early  youth,  most  willingly 
shall  she  receive  it.  The  sod  which  co- 
vers the  brave  shall  he  moistened  by  the 
tears  of  love  and  friendship;  but  if  1 fall 
far  from  my  friends  and  from  you,  my 
Clara,  remember  that4  the  choicest  tears 
which  are  ever  shed,  are  those  which  be- 
dew the  unburied  head  of  the  soldier,’  and 
when  these  lines  shall  meet  the  eyes  of  our 

young  - — — let  the  pages  of  this  little 

hook  be  impressed  on  his  mind  as  the  gift 
of  a father  w ho  had  nothing  to  bequeath 
hut  his  honour,  and  let  these  maxims  he 
ever  present  to  his  mind  as  he  rises  from 
youth  to  manhood: 

“ 1.  Preserve  your  honour  free  from  blem- 
ish. 

“2.  Be  always  ready  to  die  for  your  coun- 
try. 

Ci  Z.  M.  Pike. 

“Kaskasias,  Indiana  Territory.” 

Thus  gifted  w'ith  a lofty  spirit  of  honour, 
and  an  iron  constitution,  Pike  presents  to 
the  imagination  no  imperfect  resetnhlance 
of  one  of  the  cavaliers  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, the  hardy,  steel-clad  companions  of 
Bayard  and  Sydney. 

In  March,  1801,  he  married  Miss  Cla- 
rissa Brown,  of  Cincinnati,  in  the  state  of 
Kentucky.  By  this  marriage  he  had  sev- 
eral children,  only  one  of  w hom,  a daugh- 
ter, survives  him. 

On  the  old  peace  establishment  of  our 
army,  then  composed  only  of  a few  regi- 
ments, and  employed  altogether  in  garris- 
oning a few  frontier  posts,  promotion  was 
slow,  and  the  held  of  action  limited  and 
obscure.  For  several  years  Lieutenant 
Pike  panted  in  vain  for  an  opportunity  of 
gratifying  that  “ all-ruling  passion”  which 
to  use  his  own  words,  “swayed  him  irre- 
sistibly to  the  profession  of  arms,  and  the 
pnrsuits  of  military  glory.” 

At  length,  in  1805,  a new  career  of  hon- 
ourable distinction  was  opened  to  this  ac- 
tive and  aspiring  youth.  Soon  after  the 
purchase  of  Louisiana,  the  government  of 
the  United  States  determined  upon  taking 
measures  to  explore  their  new  territory, 
and  that  immense  tract  of  wilderness,  in- 
cluded within  its  limits.  Besides  ascer- 
taining its  geographical  boundaries,  it  was 


wished  to  acquire  some  knowledge  of  ifs 
soil  and  natural  productions,  oft  . 
of  its  rivers,  and  their  fitness  f»>-  pur- 
poses of  navigation  and  oiher  u civi- 

lized life,  and  also  to  gain  parti'  v ; in- 
formation of  the  numbers,  ch.u-aci  . and 
power  of  the  tribes  of  ir.diars  a ho  inhabi- 
ted this  territory,  and  t!u;?  several  d i? po- 
sitions towards  the  United  States.  With 
these  views,  while  Captains  Lewis  and 
Clarke  were  sent  to  explore  the  unknown 
sources  of  the  IVLssoon.  Pifco  v • s des- 
patched on  a similar  ex|r  nr  r,  for  the 
purpose  of  tracing  the  Mississippi  to  its 
head. 

On  the  9th  of  August,  1^05,  Pike  ac- 
cordingly embarked  at  fcit.  Louis,  ami  pro- 
ceeded up  the  Mississippi,  with  r<v-  , > men, 
in  a stout  boat,  provisioned  for  four  months, 
but  they  were  soon  obliged  to  leave  l*»<  ir 
boat  and  proceed  on.  their  journey  by  land, 
or  in  canoes,  which  they  built  after  leav- 
ing their  boat,  and  carried  vviih  tnem  on 
their  march.  Pike’s  ow  n journal  lias  been 
for  some  time  before  the  public,  and  affords 
a much  more  satisfactory  narrative* of  the 
expedition  than  the  narrow  limits  of  a mag- 
azine article  can  allow.  For  eight  mouths 
and  twenty  days  this  adventurous  soldier 
and  his  faithful  baud  were  almost  continu- 
ally exposed  to  hardship  and  peril,  depend- 
ing for  provisions  upon  the  precarious 
fortunes  of  the  chase,  enduring  the  most 
piercing  cold,  and  cheerfully  submitting  to 
the  most  constant  and  harrassing  toils. 
They  were  sometimes  for  days  together 
without  food,  and  they  frequently  slept 
without  cover  on  the  bare  earth,  or  the 
snow,  during  the  bitterest  inclemency  of  a 
northern  winter.  During  this  voyage, 
Pike  had  no  intelligent  companion  upon 
whom  he  could  rely  for  any  sort  of  advice 
or  aid,  and  he  literally  performed  the  du- 
ties of  astronomer,  surveyor,  commanding 
officer,  clerk,  spy,  guide,  ami  huute'r,  fre- 
quently preceding  the  party  for  many 
miles,  in  order  to  reconnoitre,  or  rambling 
for  whole  days  iti  search  of  deer  or  other 
game  for  provision,  and  then  returning  to 
his  men  in  the  evening  hungry  and  fa- 
tigued, he  would  $it  down  in  the  open  air 
to  copy  by  the  light  of  a fire  the  notes  of 
his  journey,  and  to  plot  out  the  courses  of 
the  next  day. 

His  conduct  towards  the  Indians  was 
marked  with  equal  good  sense,  firmness, 
and  humanity;  he  every  where,  without 
violence  or  fraud,  induced  them  to  submit 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
and  he  made  use  of  the  authority  of  his 
country  to  put  an  end  to  a savage  warfare 
which  had  for  many  years  been  carried  on 
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with  the  utmost  cruelty  and  rancour  be* 
tween  the  Sioux  and  the  Cbippevvays,  two 
ef  the  most  powerful  nations  of  Aborigines 
remaining  on  the  North  American  conti- 
nent. He  also  every  where  enforced  with 
effect  the  laws  of  t fie  United  States  against 
supplying  the  savages  with  spirituous  li- 
quors. Tints,  while  he  wrested  their  toma 
hawks  from  their  hands,  and  compelled 
them  to  bury  the  hatchet,  lie  defended 
them  from  tiieir  own  vices,  and  in  the  true! 
spirit  of  humanity  and  honour,  rejected 
with  disdain  that  cruel  and  dastardly  poli- 
cy which  seeks  the  security  of  the  civilized 
man  in  the  debasement  of  the  savage. 

In  addition  to  the  other  objects  of  Pike’s 
mission,  as  specifically  detailed  in  his  in- 
structions. he  conceited  that  his  duty  as  a 
soldier  required  of  him  an  investigation  of 
the  views  and  conduct  of  the  British  tra- 
ders, within  the  limits  of  our  jurisdiction, 
and  an  enquiry  into  t lie  exact  limits  of  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain.  This  duty  lie  performed,  says 
the  author  of  a former  sketch  of  his  bio- 
graphy,* with  the  boldness  of  a soldier 
and  the  politeness  of  a gentleman;  he  might 
have  justly  added,  with  the  disinterested1- 
ness  of  a man  of  honour,  and  the  ability 
and  discretion  of  an  enlightened  politician. 
He  found  that  the  North-west  company, 
by  extending  their  establishments  and  com- 
merce far  within  the  bounds  of  the  United 
States,  and  even  into  the  very  centre  of 
Louisiana,  w ere  thus  enabled  to  introduce 
their  goods  without  duty  or  license  into  our 
territories,  to  the  very  great  injury  of  the 
revenue,  as  well  as  to  the  complete  exclu- 
sion of  our  own  countrymen  from  all  com- 
petition in  this  trade,  lie  perceived,  be- 
sides, that  these  establishments  were  made 
subservient  to  the  purposes  of  obtaining  an 
influence  over  the  savages  dangerous  to  the 
peace  and  injurious  to  the  honour  and  char- 
acter of  our  government,  and  he  thought 
it  evident  that  in  case  of  a rupture  between 
the  two  powers,  all  these  posts  would  ho- 
used as  rallying  points  for  tlie  enemy,  and 
as  places  of  deposite  for  arms  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  Indians,  to  ihe  infinite  an- 
noyance, if  not  total  ruin,  of  ail  the  adjoin- 
ing territories. 

An  opportunity  was  now  presented  to 
him  of  enriching  himself  for  life,  by  mere- 
ly using  t he  power  vested  in  him  by  law, 
and  seizing  upon  the  immense  property  of 
the  company  which  he  found  illegally  in- 
troduced within  our  territory.  But  having 
been  hospitably  received  at  one  of  their 

* In  the  Monthly  Recorderfor  July  1813,  to  which  9keteh  to- 
gether with  Pike’s  own  journal  ; md  Nile’s  Weekly  Register,  the 
w riter  is  indebted  for  most  ef  Uje  fa&ts  of  General  Pike’s  biogra- 
phy. 


principal  posts,  his  high  sense  of  honour 
would  not  permit  him  to  requite  their  hos- 
pitality by  a rigorous  execution  of  the  laws, 
il  is  probable,  too,  that  he  thought  so  vi- 
olent a measure  might  lead  to  collisions  be- 
tween the  two  governments,  without  'end- 
ing to  produce  any  permanent  beneficial 
elfect,  and  he  cheerfully  sacrificed  all 
views  of  personal  interest  to  what  lie  con- 
ceived to  be  the  true  interest  and  honour 
of  his  country.  By  means  of  reprimands 
and  threats  to  the  inferior  traders,  and  a 
frank  and  spirited  remonstrance  to  the  di- 
rector of  the  Fond  du  Lac  department,  he 
succeeded  in  procuring  a stipulation,  that 
in  future  no  attempt  should  be  made  to  in- 
fluence any  Indian  on  political  affairs,  or 
any  subjects  foreign  to  trade,  and  that 
measures  should  be  immediately  taken  to 
prevent  the  display  of  the  British  flag,  or 
any  other  mark  of  power,  within  our  do- 
minion; together  with  a promise  that  such 
representations  should  be  immediately 
made  to  the  company,  and  such  an  arrange- 
ment effected  with  regard  to  duties,  as 
would  hereafter  set  that  question  at  rest. 

His  conduct  with  regard  to  this  subject 
was,  at  the  time,  viewed  with  cold  appro- 
bation, but  the  eveuts  of  the  present  war 
have  borne  ampie  testimony  to  his  sagacity 
and  foresight. 

Within  two  months  after  his  return  from 
this  expedition,  Pike  was  selected  by  Gene- 
ral Wilkinson  lor  a second  perilous  jour- 
ney of  hardship  and  adventure.  Tiie  prin- 
cipal purpose  of  this  expedition  was,  like 
that  of  the  former,  to  explore  the  interior 
of  Louisiana.  He  was  directed  to  embark 
at  St.  Louis  with  the  Osage  captives, 
(about  forty  in  number,)  who  had  been  res- 
cued from  their  enemies,  the  Potowatom- 
ies,  by  the  interference  of  our  government, 
and  to  transport  them  to  the  principal  \ il- 
iage  of  their  nation:  and  he  was  instructed 
to  take  tiiis  opportunity  to  bring  about  in- 
terviews between  the  different  savage  na- 
tions. and  to  endeavour  to  assuage  animos- 
ities, and  establish  a permanent  peace 
among  them.  He  was,  after  accomplish- 
ing these  objects,  to  continue  his  route  into 
the  interior,  and  to  explore  the  Mississippi 
and  its  tributary  streams,  especially  ti  e 
Arkansaw  and  the  Red  River,  ami  thus  to 
acquire  such  geographical  information  as 
might  enable  government  to  euter  into  de- 
finitive arrangements  for  a boundary  line 
between  our  newly  acquired  territory  and 
North  Mexico. 

In  (lie  course  of  this  second  journey,  our 
adventurous  soldier,  after  leaving  the  Osage 
! village,  encountered  hardships,  in  com- 
Iparisou  of  which  the  severities  of  his  fer 
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mer  journey  seemed  to  him  ease  and  luxu- 
ry- 

Winter  overtook  the  party  unprovided 
with  any  clothing  fit  to  protect  them  from 
cold  and  storms.  Their  horses  died,  and 
for  weeks  they  were  obliged  to  explore 
their  way  on  foot  through  the  wilderness, 
carrying  packs  of  sixty  or  seventy  pounds 
weight,  beside  thrnr  arms,  exposed  to  the 
bitterest  severity*)!*  the  cold,  relying  sole- 
ly on  the  produce  of  the  chase  for  subsis- 
tence., and  often  for  two  or  three  days  al- 
together without  food.  This  part  of  his 
journal  contains  a narrative  of  a series  of 
sufferings  sufficient  to  make  the  “ superflu- 
ous and  lust-dieted’  son  of’iuxury  shudder 
at  the  bare  recital.  Several  of  the  men 
had  their  feet  frozen,  ami  all,  exeept  Pike 
and  one  other,  were  in  some  degree  injur- 
ed by  the  intensity  of  the  co  d He  thus 
relates  the  history  of  two  of  these  dreary 
days: 

44  18th  January , Sunday. — The  doctor 
and  myself,  who  fortunately  were  untouch- 
ed by  the  frost,  went  out  to  hunt  something 
to  preserve  existence;  near  evening  we 
wounded  a buffalo  with  three  balls,  but 
had  the  mortification  to  see  him  run  off 
notwithstanding.  We  concluded  it  was 
useless  to  go  home  to  add  to  the  general 
gloom,  and  went  amongst  some  rocks, 
where  we  encamped,  and  sat  up  all  night: 
from  the  intense  cold  it  was  impossible  to 
gleep.  Hungry  and  without  cover. 

' 44  \ 9 th  January,  Jlonday W e agai  n 
took  the  fifild,  and  after  crawling  about 
one  mile  in  the  snow,  got  near  enough  to 
shoot  eight  times  at  a gang  of  buffaloes,  aud 
couid  plainly  perceiVetyvo  or  three  of  them 
to  be  badly  wounded,  but  jby  accident  they 
took  the  wind  of  us,  and,  to  oijr  great 
mortification,  all  were  able  to  run  oftl  By 
this  time  1 had  become  extremely  weak 
and  faint,  it  being  the  fourth  day  since  we 
had  revived  sustenance,  ajl  of  which  we 
were  marching  hard,  and  the  last  night 
had  scarcely  closed  our  eyeiS  to  sleep.  We 
were  inclining  our  course  to  a point  of 
woods;  determined  to  remain  absent  and 
jflie  by  ourselves,  rather  than  to  return  to 
our  camp  and  behold  the  misery  of  our 
oor  lads,  when  we  discovered  a gang  of 
uffaloes  coming  along  at  some  distance. 
With  great  exertions  1 made  out  to  run  and 
place  myself  behind  some  cedars,  and  by 
the  greatest  good  luck  the  first  shot  stopped 
one,  which  we  killed  in  three  more  shots, 
and  by  the  dusk  had  cut  each  of  us  a heavy 
load  with  which  we  determined  immediate- 
ly <o  proceed  to  the  camp,  in  order  to  relieve 
the  anxiety  of  our  men,  and  carry  the  poor 
jfeUovvs  some  food.  We  arrived  there  about 


12 o’clock, and  when  I threw  my  load  down, 
it  was  with  difficulty  l prevented  myself 
from  falling;  I was  attacked  with  a giddi- 
ness of  the  head,  which  lasted  for  some 
minutes.  On  the  countenances  of  the  men 
was  not  a frown,  nor  a desponding  eye, 
but  all  seemed  happy  to  hail  their  officer 
and  companions,  yet  not  a mouthful  had 
they  eat  for  four  days.  On  demanding 
what  were  their  thoughts,  the  sergeant  re- 
plied, the  most  robust  had  determined  to 
set  out  in  search  of  us  on  the  morrow,  and 
not  return  unless  they  found  us,  or  had 
killed  something  to  preserve  the  lives  of 
their  starving  companions.” 

In  the  course  of  this  long,  toilsome,  and 
perilous  march,  Pike  displayed  a degree 
of  personal  heroism  and  hardihood,  united 
with  a prudence  and  sagacity  which,  had 
they  been  exerted  on  some, wide  theatre  of 
action,  would  have  done  honour  to  the  most 
renowned  general.  The  reader  may,  per- 
haps smile  at  this  remark,  al  one  of  the 
wild  exaggerations  of  a biographer  anxious 
to  dignify  the  character  of  his  hero,  but 
the  truth  is,  that  great  men  owe  much  of 
their  splendour  to  external  circumstances, 
and  if  Hannibal  had  made  his  famous 
march  across  the  Alps  at  the  head  of  $ 
company  of  foot,  instead  of  an  army,  his 
name  if  it  had  reached  us,  would  have 
come  down  to  posterity  with  much  less 
dignity  than  that  of  our  hardy  countryman. 
There  are  passages  in  Pike’s  journal  of  his 
second  expedition  which,  had  they  been 
found,  with*proper  alterations  of  place  and 
circumstance,  related  by  Plutarch  or  Livy 
of  one  of  their  heroes,  would  have  been  ci- 
ted by  every  schoolboy  as  examples  of 
military  and  heroic,  virtue.  Take,  for 
instance,  the  account  of  Pike’s  firm  and 
prudent  conduct  in  repressing  the  first 
symptoms  of  discontent  in  his  little  band, 
and  his  address  upon  this  occasion  to  the 
mutineer,  and  they  will  be  found  to  need 
but  little  of  the  usual  embellishments  of  an 
eloquent  historian,  |o  be  made  worthy  of 
Hannibal  himself. 

44  24th  January , Saturday. — We  sallied 
out  in  the  morning,  and  shortly  after  per- 
ceived our  little  band,  marching  through 
the  snow,  (about  twp  and  a half  feet  deep,) 
silent,  and  with  downcast  countenances. 
We  joined  them,  aud  learnt  that  they,  find- 
ing the  snow  to  %li  so  thickly  that  it  was 
impossible  to  proceed,  had  encamped 
about  one  o’clock  the  preceding  day.  As 
1 found  all  the  buffaloes  had  quitted  the 
plains,  I determined  to  attempt  the  trav- 
erse of  the  mountains,  in  which  we  perse- 
vered until  the  snow  became  so  deep  it  was 
impossible  to  proceed,  when  I again  turned 
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my  face  to  the  plain,  and  for  the  first  time 
in  the  voyage  found  inyself  discouraged, 
and  for  the  first  time  i heard  a man  express 
himself  in  a seditious  manner;  he  exclaim- 
ed, 4 that  it  was  more  than  human  nature 
could  bear,  to  march  three  days  without 
sustenance,  through  snows  three  feet  deep 
and  carry  burdens  only  fit  for  horses,’  &c. 

44  As  1 knew  very  well  the  fidelity  and 
attachment  of  the  majority  of  the  men,  and 
even  of  this  poor  fellow,  and  that  it  was  in 
my  power  to  chastise  him  when  I thought 
proper,  I passed  it  by  for  the  moment,  de- 
termined to  notice  it  at  a more  auspicious 
time  We  dragged  our  weary  and  ema- 
ciated limbs  along  until  about  10  o’clock. 
The  doctor  and  myself,  who  were  in  ad- 
vance, discovered  some  buffaloes  on  the 
plain,  when  we  left  our  loads  and  orders 
written  on  the  snow,  to  proceed  to  the  near- 
est woods  to  encamp.  We  went  in  pursuit 
of  the  buffaloes,  which  were  on  the  move. 

44  The  doctor,  who  was  then  less  reduced 
than  myself,  ran  and  got  behind  a hill, 
and  shot  one  down,  which  stopped  the  re- 
mainder. We  crawled  up  to  the  dead  one, 
and  shot  from  him  as  many  as  twelve  or 
fourteen  times  among  the  gang,  when  they 
removed  out  of  sight.  We  then  proceeded 
to  cut  up  the  one  we  had  shot,  and  after 
procuring  each  of  us  a load  of  the  meat, 
we  marched  for  the  camp,  the  smoke  of 
which  was  in  view.  We  arrived  at  the 
camp  to  the  great  joy  of  our  brave  lads, 
who  immediately  feasted  sumptuously. 
After  our  repast,  1 sent  for  the  lad  who 
had  presumed  to  speak  discontentedly  in 
the  course  of  the  day,  and  addressed  him 
to  the  following  effect:  4 Brown,  you  this 
day  presumed  to  make  use  of  language 
which  was  seditious  and  mutinous;  1 then 
passed  it  over,  pitying  your  situation,  and 
attributing  it  to  your  distress,  rather  than 
to  your  own  inclination  to  sow  discontent 
amongst  the  party.  Had  I reserved  pro- 
visions for  ourselves,  whilst  you  were  star- 
ving; had  we  been  marching  along  light 
and  at  our  ease,  w hilst  you  were  weighed 
down  with  your  burden,  then  you  would 
have  had  some  pretext  for  your  observa- 
tions; but  when  we  were  equally  hungry, 
weary,  emaciated,  and  charged  with  bur- 
den, which  I believe  my  natural  strength 
is  less  able  to  bear  than  any  man’s  in  the 
party;  when  we  were  always  foremost  in 
breaking  the  road,  reconnoitering,  and  the 
fatigues  of  the  chase,  it  was  the  height 
of  ingratitude  in  you  to  let  an  expression 
escape  which  was  indicative  of  discon- 
tent, your  ready  compliance  and  firm  per- 
severance I had  reason  to  expect,  as  the 
leader  of  men,  and  and  my  companions 


j in  miseries  and  dangers.  But  your  du- 
ty as  a soldier  demanded  your  obedience 
to  your  officer,  and  a prohibition  of  such 
language,  which  for  this  time,  1 will  par- 
don, but  assure  you,  should  it  ever  be  re- 
peated, 1 will  revenge  your  ingratitude 
and  punish  your  disobedience  by  instant 
death.  1 take  this  opportunity,  likewise, 
to  assure  you,  soldiers,  of  my  thanks  for 
the  obedience,  perseverance,  and  ready 
contempt  of  every  danger  which  you  have 
generally  evinced;  1 assure  you,  nothing 
shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  procure  you 
the  rewards  of  our  government,  and  grati- 
tude of  your  countrymen.’ 

“ They  all  appeared  very  much  affected, 
and  retired  with  assurances  of  persever- 
ance in  duty.” 

Amidst  these  distresses,  after  a three 
months’  winters’  march,  they  explored 
their  way  to  what  they  supposed  to  be  the 
Red  River.  Here  they  were  met  by  a par- 
ty of  Spanish  cavalry,  by  whom  Pike  was 
informed,  to  his  great  astonishment,  that 
they  were  not  on  the  Red  River,  but  on  the 
Rio  del  Norte,  and  in  the  Spanish  territo- 
ry. All  opposition  to  this  force  would 
have  been  idle,  and  he  reluctantly  submit- 
ted to  accompany  the  Spaniards  to  Santa 
Fe,  to  appear  before  the  governor. 
Though,  to  his  great  mortification,  his  ex- 
pedition was  thus  broken  off,  all  hardship 
was  now  at  an  end.  He  was  treated  on 
the  road  with  great  respect  and  hospitali- 
ty, though  watched  and  guarded  with 
much  jealousy;  but  he  still  insisted  on  weav- 
ing his  sword,  and  that  his  men  should  re- 
tain their  arms.  Indeed,  it  was  his  resolu- 
tion, had  he  or  any  of  his  people  been  ill 
used,  to  surprise  the  guard,  carry  offtheir 
horses,  and  make  the  best  of  their  w ay  to 
Apaches, 

When  he  arrived  at  Santa  Fe,  his  whole 
dress  was  a blanket-coat,  blue  trowsers, 
mocasons,  and  a scarlet  cloth  cap  lined 
with  a fox  skin;  his  men  were  in  leather 
coats  with  leggings,  &c.  and  not  a hat  in 
the  whole  party.  But  he  appeared  before 
the  governor  with  his  usual  spirit,  and  in- 
sisted on  being  treated  with  the  respect 
due  to  an  American  officer.  Front  Santa 
Fe  he  was  sent  to  the  capital  of  the  prov- 
ince of  Bfscay,  to  be  examined  by  the  com- 
maudant  general,  where  he  was  well  re- 
ceived and  entertained  For  some  time, 
after  which  he  was  sent  on  his  way  home, 
under  the  escort  of  a strong  party  of  horse. 
He  arrived  with  his  little  band  at  Natchi- 
toches on  the  1st  of  July,  1807. 

The  most  vexations  circumstance  at- 
tending this  unexpected  sequel  to  his  expe- 
dition w as  the  seizure  of  all  his  papers,  ex- 
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eept  his  private  journal,  by  the  Spanish 
government.  He  had  been  fitted  out  with  a 
complete  set  of  mathematical  and  astrono- 
mical instruments,  andjiad  made  frequent 
and  accurate  observations.  He  had  thus 
ascertained  the  geographical  situation  of 
the  most  important  points  with  much  pre- 
cision, and  had  collected  materials  for  an 
accurate  map  of  a great  part  of  the  country 
which  he  traversed.  The  seizure  of  these 
papers  is  a real  loss  to  the  cause  of  science. 
It  is,  however,  in  perfect  conformity  to  that 
Barrow  and  purblind  poliey  which  the  old 
Spanish  government  uniformly  manifested 
in  the  administration  of  its  colonies. 

Pike,  upon  his  return,  received  the  thanks 
of  the  government;  a committee  of  the 
house  of  representatives  expressed  their 
high  sense  of  his  44  zeal,  perseverance,  and 
intelligence,”  and  the  administration, 
much  to  its  honour,  bestowed  upon  him  a 
more  solid  testimony  of  approbation,  by  a 
rapid  promotion  in  the  army.  He  was  im- 
mediately appointed  captain,  shortly  after 
a major,  and  upon  the  further  enlargement 
of  the  army  in  1810,  a colonel  of  infantry. 

During  the  intervals  of  his  military  du- 
ties, he  prepared  for  the  press  a narrative 
of  his  two  expeditions,  accompanied  by 
several  valuable  original  maps  and  charts. 
This  was  published  in  8vo.  in  1810.  The 
work  is  rather  overloaded  with  unneces- 
sary detail,  and  the  language  is  careless 
and  often  inaccurate;  the  last  fault  is, 
however,  in  a great  measure  to  be  attribu- 
ted to  several  disadvantageous  circumstan- 
ces under  which  the  work  went  to  press, 
while  the  author  was  at  a distance,  enga- 
ged in  public  service.  Still  it  is  sufficient- 
ly evident  that  the  volume  is  not  the  com- 
position of  a scholar.  But  it  bears  the 


acute,  active,  busy 


strongest  marks  of 

mind,  unaccustomed  to  scientific  arrage- 
ment  or  speculation,  but  filled  with  a vari- 
ety of  knowledge,  all  of  a useful,  practical, 
kind.  Though  entirely  unacquainted  with 
botany,  zoology,  and  mineralogy,  as  sci- 
ences, Pike  had  a liberal  curiosity,  \yhicL 
taught  him  to  look  upon  every  object  with 
the  eye  of  an  observer,  and  to  despise  no 
sort  of  knowledge,  though  he  might  not 
himself  pereeive  its  immediate  utilty. 
Abpve  all,  the  narrative  has  that  unstud- 
ied air  of  truth  which  is  so  apt  to  evapo- 
rate away  in  the  processes  of  the  book  ma- 
king traveller;  it  retains  all  the  clearness 
and  freshness  of  first  impressions,  and  we 
are  never  for  a moment  left  in  doubt  wheth- 
er or  no  the  writer  and  tjie  traveller  are 
the  same  person. 

Immediately  after  tl]e  declaration  of 
yvar,  Pike  was  stationed  with  his  regiment 


upon  the  northern  frontier,  and  upon  the 
commencement  of  the  campaign  of  1813, 
was  appointed  a brigadier  general. 

There  was  a tincture  of  enthusiasm  in 
Pike’s  character  which  communicated  it- 
self to  his  whole  conduct:  in  whatsoever 
pursuit  he  engaged,  he  eutered  upon  it 
with  his  whole  soul.  But  the  profession 
of  arms  had  been  always  his  favourite 
study — his  4k  life’s  employment,  and  his 
leisure’s  charm.”  Having  served  through 
every  gradation  of  rank,  almost  from  a 
private,  up  to  a general,  and  very  often 
employed  in  separate  and  independent  com- 
mands, he  was  intimately  acquainted  with 
all  the  minutiae  of  discipline.  The  vete- 
ran of  a peace  establishment  is  too  apt, 
from  the  want  of  greater  objects,  to  nar- 
row his  mind  dow  n to  the  little  details  of  a 
military  life,  until,  at  length,  every  trifle 
swells  up  into  ideal  importance,  and  the 
cut  of  a coat  or  the  tying  of  a neckcloth, 
seems  big  with  the  fate  of  nations.  Pike 
was  extremely  attentive  to  all  the  particu- 
lars, even  to  the  most  minute  points,  of 
discipline  and  dress,  yet  lie  gave  them 
their  due  importance,  and  no  more.  He 
did  not  degrade  the  soldier  into  a mere  liv- 
ing machine,  and  while  he  kept  up  the 
strictest  discipline,  he  laboured  to  make 
his  men  feel  that  this  severity  arose  not 
from  eaprice  or  ill  temper,  but  from  prin- 
ciple, and  that  it  had  for  its  sole  object 
their  own  glory,  their  ease,  their  health, 
and  safety.  Careless  of  popularity,  and. 
negligent  of  the  arts  by  which  good  will  h 
often  conciliated  where  there  is  no  re&i  es- 
teem, by  the  unassuming  simplicity  and 
frankness  of  his  manners,  a»;fi  the  undevia- 
ting honour  of  his  conduct,  he  bound  to  him- 
self the  hearts  of  cVi  ground  him  with  the 
strong  ties  of  r&spect  and  affection. 

Thus  seit'-formed,  and  thus  situated,  the 
eyes  of  the  army,  were  anxiously  cast  to- 
wards him  as  the  chosen  champion  who 
was  to  redeem  their  reputation  from  that 
disgrace  w ith  which  it  had  been  stained  by 
1 a long  series  of  disasters.  The  day  for 
which  his  heart  had  long  panted  at  length 
arrived — a bright  day  oi  glory  for  the  hero 
of  gloom  and  sorrow  to  his  country.  He 
was  selected  for  the  command  of  the  land 
forces  in  an  expedition  against  York,  the 
capital  of  Upper  Canada,  and  on  the  25th 
of  April  sailed  from  Sackett’s  Harbour  in 
the  squadron  commanded  by  Commodore 
Chauncey.  The  day  before  the  expedition 
sailed,  he  wrote  a letter  to  his  father, 
which  contains  these  prophetic  words: 

44 1 embark  to-morrow  in  the  fleet  at  Sac- 
kett’s  Harbour,  at  the  head  of  a column  of 
1,500  ehoiee  troops,  ou  a secret  expedition. 
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If  success  attends  my  steps,  honour  and 
glory  await  my  name;  if  defeat,  still  shall 
it  be  said  that  we  died  like  brave  men,  and 
conferred  honour,  even  in  death,  on  the 
American  name. 

“Should  I be  the  happy  mortal  destined 
to  turn  the  scale  of  war.  will  you  not  re- 
joice, O my  father?  May  Heaven  be  pro- 
pitious, and  smile  on  the  cause  of  my  coun- 
try! But  if  we  are  destined  to  fall,  may 
my  fall  be  like  Wolfe’s — to  sleep  in  the 
arms  of  victory  ” 

On  the  27th  of  April  General  Pike  ar- 
rived ai  York,  with  about  seventeen  hun- 
dred chosen  men,  and  immediately  prepare 
ed  to  land.  The  spot  which  was  selected 
for  landing,  w as  the  site  of  an  old  French 
fort  called  Toronto,  of  which  scarcely  any 
vestiges  now  remain.  The  plan  of  attack 
was  formed  by  General  Pike  himself,  and 
clearly  and  minutely  detailed  in  his  gene- 
ral orders,  which  were  directed  to  be  read 
at  the  head  of  every  corps;  every  field  offi- 
cer was  also  directed  to  carry  a copy  of 
them  in  order  that  he  might  at  any  moment 
refer  to  them,  and  give  explanations  to  his 
subordinates.  Every  thing  was  arranged, 
and  every  probable  exigency  provided  for, 
with  admirable  method  and  precision. 

There  is  one  paragraph  of  these  orders 
which  breathes  so  much  of  his  own  spirit, 
that  I cannot  forbear  from  extracting  it. 
It  is  deeply  stamped  with  that  unity  of 
character  which  was  visible  throughout  all 
Ii is  actions,  and  which  is,  in  truth,  one  of 
the  strongest  marks  of  a powerful  and  orig- 
inal mind. 

“ No  man  will  load  until  ordered,  except 
the  light  troops  in  front,  until  within  a 
short  distance  of  the  enemy,  and  then 
charge  bayonets:  thus  letting  the  enemy 
see  that  we  can  meet  them  with  their  own 
weapons.  Any  man  firing  or  quitting  his 
post  without  orders  must  be  put  to  instant 
death,  as  an  example  may  be  necessary. 
Platoon  officers  will  pay  the  greatest  atten- 
tion to  the  coolness  and  aim  of  their  men  in 
the  fire;  their  regularity  and  dressing  in 
the  charge.  The  field  officers  will  watch 
over  t he  conduct  of  the  whole.  Courage 
and  brav  ery  in  the  field  do  not  more  distin- 
guish the  soldier  than  humanity  after  vic- 
tory; and  whatever  examples  the  savage 
allies  of  our  enemies  may  have  given  us 
the  general  confidently  hopes,  that  the 
blood  of  an  unresisting  or  yielding  enemy 
will  never  stain  the  weapons  of  the  soldiers 
of  his  column.  Property  must  be  held  sa- 
cred; and  any  soldier  who  she- 1 ! so  far  neg- 
lect t lie  honour  of  his  profession  as  to  be 
guilty  of  plundering  the  inhabitants  shall, 
if  convicted,  be  punished  with  death.  But 


the  commanding  general  assures  the 
troops,  that  should  they  capture  a large 
quantity  of  public  stores,  he  will  use  his 
best  endeavours  to  procure  them  a reward 
from  his  government. ’’ 

As  soon  as  the  debarkation  commenced, 
a body  of  British  grenadiers  w as  paraded 
on  the  shore,  and  the  Glengary  Fencibles, 
a loeal  force  which  had  been  disciplined 
with  irreat  care,  and  has  repeatedly  proved 
itself  fully  equal  to  any  regular  force,  ap- 
peared at  another  point.  Large  bodies  of 
Indians  were  also  seen  in  different  direc- 
tions, while  others  filled  the  woods  which 
skirted  the  shore.  General  Sheaffe  com- 
manded in  person. 

Forsythe’s  riflemen  were  first  to  land, 
which  <hey  effected  under  a heavy  fire  of 
musketry  and  rifles  from  the  Indians  and 
British.  As  soon  as  the  fire  from  theshore 
commenced,  Major  Forsythe  had  ordered 
his  men  to  rest  a few  moments  upon  their 
oars,  and  return  the  fire.  At  this  moment 
Pike  was  standing  upon  the  deck  of  his 
ship.  He  saw  the  pause  of  his  first  divis- 
ion, and,  impatient  at  the  delay,  exclaim- 
ed, “ 1 can  stay  here  no  longer,  come,  jump 
into  the  boat;”  and,  springing  into  it,  fol- 
lowed by  his  staff*,  was  immediately  rowed 
into  the  thickest  of  the  fire. 

The  infantry  had  followed  the  riflemen, 
and  formed  in  platoons  as  soon  as  they 
reached  the  shore.  General  Pike  took  the 
eommand  of  the  first  platoon  which  he 
reached,  and  ordered  the  w hole  to  prepare 
for  a charge.  They  mounted  the  bank, 
and  the  enemy,  after  a short  conflict,  broke 
at  once,  and  fled  in  disorder  towards  the 
works.  At  that  moment  the  sound  of  For- 
sythe’s bugles  was  heard,  announcing  his 
success  at  another  point.  Its  effect  upon 
the  Indians  was  almost  electrical;  they 
gave  a horrible  yell,  and  fled  in  every  di- 
rection. 

The  whole  force,  being  now  landed  and 
collected,  was  again  formed  and  led  on  by 
General  Pike  in  person  to  attack  the  ene- 
my’s works.  They  advanced  through  the 
woods,  and  after  carrying  one  battery  by 
assault,  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  mov  ed 
on  in  columns  towards  the  main  work. 
The  tire  of  the  enemy  was  soon  silenced  by 
our  artillery,  and  aflag  of  surrender  was  ex- 
pected,  when  a terrible  explosion  suddenly 
took  place  from  the  British  magazine, w hich 
had  been  previously  prepared  for  this  pur- 
pose. Pike,  after  aiding  in  removing  a 
wounded  man  with  his  own  hands,  had  sat 
dow  n on  the  stump  of  a tree  with  a British 
serjeant,  who  had  been  taken,  and  was 
employed  w ith  Captain  Nicholson  and  one 
of  his  aids  in  examining  the  prisoner.  The 
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explosion  was  tremendous;  an  immense 
quantity  of  large  stones  were  thrown  in 
every  direction  with  terrible  force,  and 
scattered  destruction  and  confusion  around 
among  our  troops.  The  general,  his  aid. 
Captain  Nicholson,  and  the  prisoner,  fell 
together,  all,  except  the  aid,  mortajjy 
wounded.  General  Pike  had  been  struck 
on  the  breast  by  a heavy  stone.  Shortly 
after  he  received  the  blow,  he  said  to  his 
wounded  aid,  6i  I am  mortally  wounded — 

write  to  my  friend  D ; and  tell  him 

what  you  know  of  the  battle,  and  to  com- 
fort my .”  In  the  same  broken  manner, 

he  afterwards  added  several  other  requests 
relating  to  his  private  affairs. 

The  troops  were  instantly  formed  again; 
as  a body  of  them  passed  by  their  wounded 
general,  he  said,  “ Push  on,  brave  fellows, 
and  avenge  your  general.”  While  the  sur- 
geons were  carrying  him  out  of  the  field,  a 
tumultuous  huzza  was  heard  from  our 
troops;  Pike  turned  his  head  with  an  anx- 
ious look  of  enquiry;  he  was  told  by  a ser- 
geant, “ The  British  union  jack  is  coming 
down,  general — the  stars  are  going  up.” 
He  heaved  a heavy  sigh,  and  smiled.  He 
was  then  carried  on  board  the  commodore’s 
ship,  where  he  lingered  for  a few  hours. 
Just  before  he  breathed  his  last  the  British 
standard  was  brought  to  him;  he  made  a 
sign  to  have  it  placed  under  his  head,  and 
expired  without  a groan. 

The  death  of  General  Pike,  at  such  a 
period,  was  a great  public  misfortune;  his 
countrymen  did  not  know  half  the  extent 
of  their  loss.  Pike  was  plain  and  unim- 
posing in  his  appearance  and  manners, 
and  to  the  world  seemed  little  more  than 
an  active  and  intelligent  soldier;  but  it  is 
not  easy  to  say  what  height  of  military 
excellence  may  not  have  been  reached  by  a 
mind  like  his,  stimulated  by  high-soaring 
ambition,  braced  up  by  principle  to  hab- 
itual dignity  of  thought,  and  constantly 
expanding  its  views,  enlarging  its  resour- 
ces, and  unfolding  its  powers,  by  its  own 
native  and  unwearied  energy. 

Gallant  spirt ! It  was  thine  to  wash  out 
with  thy  life-blood  the  foul  remembrance 
of  our  country's  shame — of  those  disgraces 
which  had  blasted  her  honour,  and  tarnish- 
ed the  ancient  glories  of  her  arms.  It  was 
thine,  in  life,  in  death,  to  give  to  your 
companions  in  arms  a great  example  of 
chivalrous  honour  and  heroic  courage; — 
it  was  thine  to  lead  them  to  the  threshold 
of  the  temple  of  fame,  and  bid  them  enter 
on  a long  career  of  glory. 

Gallant  spirit  ! Thy  country  will  not 
forget  thee — thou  shalt  have  a noble  mem- 
ory. When  a grateful  nation  confers  upon 


the  heroes  of  Niagara  and  Erie  the  laurels’ 
they  have  so  nobly  earned,  she  will  hid 
them  remember  that  those  laurels  were 
first  gathered  on  the  shores  of  York,  and 
were  watered  by  the  blood  of  a hero;  and 
hereafter,  when  our  children  and  chil- 
dren’s children  shall  read  the  story  of  pat- 
riots and  heroes  who  have  greatly  fallen 
in  the  arms  of  victory,  when  their  eyes 
glisten,  and  (heir  young  hearts  throb  wild- 
ly at  the  kindling  theme,  they  will  close 
the  volume  which  tells  of  Epaminondas, 
of  Sydney,  or  of  Wolfe,  and  proudly  ex- 
claim, <6  And  we,  too,  had  our  Montgom- 
ery and  our  Pike.”  Y. 


Captain  David  Porter. 

From  the  Same . 

David  Porter,  the  eldest  son  of  Cap- 
tain David  Porter,  was  born  in  Boston  on 
the  1st  February,  1780.  His  father  was 
an  officer  in  our  navy  during  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  and  distinguished  himself  on 
various  occasions  bv  his  activity,  enter- 
prise, and  daring  spirit.  Being  necessari- 
ly absent  from  home  for  the  greater  part 
of  his  time,  the  charge  of  his  infant  fami- 
ly devolved  almost  entirely  on  his  wife. 
She  was  a pious  and  intelligent  woman; 
the  friend  and  instructor  of  her  children, 
teaching  them  not  merely  by  her  precepts, 
but  by  her  amiable  and  virtuous  example. 

Soon  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war, 
Captain  Porter  removed  with  his  house- 
hold to  Baltimore,  where  he  took  com- 
mand of  the  revenue  cutter  the  Active. 
Here  in  the  bosom  of  his  family  he  w ould 
indulge  in  the  veteran  s foible  of  recoun- 
ting past  scenes  of  peril  and  adventure, 
and  talking  over  the  wonders  and  vicissi- 
tudes that  chequer  a sea-faring  life.  Lit- 
tle David  would  sit  for  hours  and  listen 
and  kindle  at  these  marvellous  tales,  while 
his  father,  perceiving  his  own  love  of  en- 
terprize  springing  up  in  the  bosom  of  the 
lad,  took  every  means  to  cherish  it,  and  to 
inspire  him  with  a passion  for  the  sea. 
He  at  the  same  time  gave  him  all  the  edu- 
cation and  instruction  that  his  limited 
means  afforded,  and  being  afterwards  in 
command  of  a vessel  in  the  West -India 
trade,  proposed  to  take  him  a voyage  by 
way  of  initiating  him  into  the  life  of  a sail- 
or. The  constitution  of  the  latter  being 
feeble  and  delicate  excited  all  the  appre- 
hensions of  a tender  mother,  who  remon- 
strated with  maternal  solicitude,  against 
exposing  the  puny  stripling  to  the  dangers 
aud  hardships  of  so  rude  a life.  Her  ob- 
jections, however,  were  either  obviated 
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or  overruled,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  lie 
sailed  with  his  father  for  the  West-Indies, 
in  the  schooner  Eliza.  While  at  the  port 
of  Jereinie,  in  the  island  of  St.  Domingo, 
a pressgang  endeavoured  to  board  the  ves- 
sel in  search  for  men:  they  were  bravely  re- 
pelled with  the  loss  of  several  killed  and 
wounded  on  both  sides;  one  man  was  shot 
down  elose  by  the  side  of  young  Porter. 
This  affair  excited  considerable  attention 
at  the  time.  A narrative  of  it  appeared  in 
the  public  papers,  and  much  praise  was 
given  to  Captain  Porter  for  the  gallant  vin- 
dication of  his  flag. 

In  the  course  of  his  second  voyage,  which 
he  performed  as  mate  of  a ship,  from  Bal- 
timore to  St.  Domingo,  young  Porter  had  a 
further  taste  of  the  vicissitudes  of  a sailor’s 
life.  He  was  twice  impressed  by  til  e Brit- 
ish, and  each  time  etfeeted  his  escape,  but 
was  so  reduced  in  purse  as  to  be  obliged  to 
work  his  passage  home  in  the  winter  sea- 
son, destitute  of  necessary  clothing.  In 
this  forlorn  condition  he  had  to  perform 
duty  on  a cold  and  stormy  coast,  where 
every  spray  was  converted  instantaneous- 
ly into  a sheet  of  ice.  It  w ould  appear  al- 
most incredible  that  his  feeble  frame,  little 
inured  to  hardship,  could  have  sustained 
so  much,  were  it  not  known  how  greatly 
the  exertions  of  the  body  are  supported  by 
mental  excitement. 

Scarcely  had  he  recovered  from  his  late 
fatigues  w hen  he  applied  for  admission 
into  the  navy;  and  on  receiving  a midship- 
man’s warrant,  immediately  joined  the  fri- 
gate Constellation,  Commodore  Truxton. 
In  the  action  with  the  French  frigate  the 
Insurgent,  Porter  was  stationed  in  the 
foretop,  and  distinguished  himself  by  his 
good  conduct.  Y/ant  of  friends  alone  pre- 
vented ins  promotion  at  the  time.  When 
Commodore  Barron  was  appointed  to  the 
i ammand  of  the  Constellation,  Porter  w as 
advanced  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  Solely 
on  account  of  his  merit,  having  no  friends 
or  connexions  capable  of  urging  his  for- 
tunes. He  w as  ordered  to  join  the  United 
States’  schooner  Experiment  un  der  Cap- 
tain iYialey,  to  be  employed  on  the  West- 
India  station.  During  the  cruh  ' they  had 
a long  and  obstinate  engagement  with  a 
number  of  brigand  barges  in  the  Bite  of 
Leogan,  which  afforded  him  another  op- 
portunity of  bringing  himself  into  11,  tice.  lie 
was  also  frequently  employed  in  boat  expe- 
ditions to  cut  out  vessels,  in  which  he  dis- 
played much  coolness  and  address.  Com- 
modore Talbot,  who  commanded  on  that 
station,  gave  him  charge  of  t e Amphitrite, 
a small  pilot  boat  prize  schooner  mounting 
five  small  swivels  taken  from  the  tops  of 
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the  Constellation,  and  manned  with  fifteen 
hands.  Not  long  after  taking  this  com- 
mand he  fell  in  with  a French  privateer 
mounting  a long  twelve  pounder  and  seve- 
ral swivels,  having  a crew  of  forty  ineu, 
and  accompanied  by  a prize  ship  and  a 
large  barge  with  thirty  men  aimed  with 
swivels.  Notw  ithstanding  the  great  dis- 
parity of  force,  Porter  ordered  his  vessel 
to  be  laid  alongside  ihe  privateer.  The 
contest  was  arduous,  and  for  some  time 
doubtful,  for  in  the  commencement  of  the 
action  he  lost  his  rudder,  which  rendered 
the  schooner  unmanageable.  The  event, 
however,  excused  the  desperateness  of  the 
attack,  for  after  an  obstinate  and  bloody 
resistance  the  privateer  surrendered  with 
the  loss  of  seven  killed  and  fifteen  w oun- 
ded. JNot  a man  of  Porter’s  crew  w as  kill- 
ed; several,  how  ever,  w ere  w ounded,  and 
his  vessel  was  much  injured  The  prize 
was  also  taken,  but  the  barge  escaped. 
I'he  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Porter  in  this 
gallant  little  affair  was  highly  applauded 
by  his  commander. 

Shortly  after  his  return  to  the  United 
States  he  sailed,  as  first  lieutenant,  in  the 
Experiment,  commanded  by  Capt.  Charles 
Stewart.  They  were  again  stationed  in 
the  West  Indies,  arid  afforded  great  pro- 
tection to  the  American  commerce  in  that 
quarter.  They  had  several  engagements 
with  French  privateers,  and  were  always 
successful,  insomuch  that  they  became  the 
terror  of  those  marauders  of  the  ocean, 
and  effectually  controlled  their  rapacity 
and  kept  them  quiet  in  port.  The  gallant 
and  lamented  Trippe  w as  second  lieuten- 
ant of  the  Experiment  at  the  time. 

When  the  first  squadron  was  ordered  for 
the  Mediterranean,  Porter  sailed  as  first 
lieutenant  of  the  schooner  Enterprise, 
Captain  Stewart.  In  this  cruise  they  en- 
countered a Tripolitan  corsair  of  very  su- 
perior force;  a severe  battle  ensued  in 
which  the  enemy  suffered  great  slaughter, 
and  was  compelled  to  surrender,  while  our 
ship  received  but  little  injury.  In  this 
brilliant  action  Porter  acquired  much  re- 
putation from  the  conspicuous  part  he  acted. 
He  afterw  ards  served  011  board  of  different 
ships  in  the  Mediterranean  station,  and 
distinguished  himself  by  his  inlrepedity 
and  zeal  whenever  an  opportunity  presen- 
ted. On  one  occasion  he  commanded  an 
expedition  of  boats  sent  to  destroy  some 
vessels  laden  with  wheat,  at  anchor  in  the 
harbour  of  old  Tripoli:  the  service  was 
promptly  and  effectually  performed;  in  the 
engagement  he  received  a musket  ball 
through  his  left  thigh. 

Shortly  after  recovering  from  his  wound 
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he  was  transposed  from  the  New.York  to  the 
Philadelphia, Capr.  Bainbridge  as  first  lieut 
The  frigate  was  (hen  King  at  Gibraltar, 
when  he  joined  her  in  September,  1803. 
She  soon  after  sailed  for  the  blockade  of 
Tripoli.  No  event  took  place  worthy  of 
mention  until  the  31st  of  October.  Near- 
ly a week  previous  to  this  ill-fated  day,  the 
weather  had  been  tempestuous,  which  ren- 
dered it  prudent  to  keep  the  ship  off  theland 
The  31st  opened  with  all  the  splendour  of 
a .wcicilian  morning:  the  promise  of  a more 
delightful  day  never  appeared*  The  land 
w as  just  observed,  when  a sail  was  descri- 
ed making  for  the  harbour,  with  a pleasanl 
easterly  breeze.  It  was  soon  ascertained 
to  be  an  armed  ship  of  the  enemy,  and  all 
sail  was  set  in  chase.  After  an  ineffectual 
pursuit  of  several  leagues.  Captain  Bain- 
bridge had  just  given  orders  to  hale  off, 
when  the  frigate  grounded.  Every  expe- 
dient that  skill  or  courage  could  devise  to 
float  or  defend  her,  was  successively  resort- 
ed to,  but  in  vain.  The  particulars  of 
this  unfortunate  affair  are  too  generally 
known  to  need  a minute  recital:  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  add  that  ihis  noble  ship  arid  her 
gallant  crew  were  surrendered  to  a barba- 
rous and  dastardly  enemy,  whose  only  mo- 
tive in  warfare  is  the  hope  of  plunder. 
Throughout  1 he  long  and  dreary  confine- 
ment, which  ensued,  in  the  dungeons  of 
Tripoli,  Porter  never  suffered  himself  for 
a moment  to  sink  into  despondency;  but 
supported  the  galling  indignities  and  hard-  j 
shins  of  his  situation  with  equanimimify  I 
am| even  cheerfulness.  A seasonable  sup 
ply  of  Books  served  to  beguile  (he  hours  of 
imprisonment,  and  enabled  him  even  to 
turn  them  to  advantage.  He  closely  ap- 
plied himself  to  the  study  of  ancient  and 
modern  history,  biography,  the  French 
language,  and  drawing;  in  which  art,  so 
useful  tola  seaman,  he  has  made  a conside- 
rable proficient.  He  also  sedulously  culti- 
vated the  'theory  of  his  profession,  and  im- 
proved thejunior  officers  by  his  frequent 
instructions;  representing  the  manoeuvres 
of  fleets  in  battle  bv  means  of  small  boards 
ingeniously  arranged.  He  was  active  in 
promoting  any  plan  of  labour  or  amuse- 
ment that  could  ameliorate  the  situation  or 
dispel  the  gloomy  reflections  of  his  compa- 
nions. By  these  mea/ns  captivity  was  rob* 
bed  of  its  heaviest  eyils,  that  dull  monoto- 
ny that  wearies  the  /spirits  and  that  men- 
tal inactivity  that  engenders  melaneholy 
and  hypochondria. 

An  incident  wtyieh  occurred  during  his 
confinement  dese/rves  to  be  mentioned  as 
being  highly  creditable  to  Lieutenant  Por- 
ter. Under  the  rooms  occupied  by  the 


officers  w as  a long  dark  passage,  through 
which  the  American  sailors,  who  were  em- 
ployed in  public  labour,  frequently  passed 
to  different  parts  of  the  castle.  Their  con- 
versation being  repeatedly  heard  as  they 
passed  to  and  fro,  some  one  made  a small 
hole  in  the  wall  to  communicate  with  them, 
f or  some  days  a constant  intercourse  was 
kept  up,  by  sending  down  notes  tied  to  a 
string.  Some  persons,  however,  indiscreet- 
ly entering  into  conversation  with  the  sea- 
men, were  overheard,  and  information  im- 
mediately carried  to  the  Bashaw.  In  a 
few  minutes  the  bolts  of  the  prison  door 
were  heard  to  fly  back  with  unwonted  vio- 
lence, and  Sassi  (chief  officer  of  the  castle) 
rushed  furiously  in.  His  features  were 
distorted,  and  his  voice  almost  inarticulate 
with  passion.  He  demanded  in  a vehement 
tone  of  voice  by  whom  or  whose  authority 
the  wall  had  been  opened;  when  Porter 
advanced  with  a firm  step  and  composed 
countenance,  and  replied,  4<I  alone  am  re- 
sponsible.” He  was  abruptly  and  rudely 
hurried  from  the  prison,  and  the  gates* 
were  again  closed.  This  generous  self- 
devotion,  while  it  commanded  the  admira- 
tion of  his  companions,  heightened  their 
anxiety  for  his  fate;  apprehending  some 
act  of  violence  from  the  impetuous  temper 
and  absolute  power  of  the  Bashaw.  Their 
fears,  however,  were  appeased  by  the  re- 
turn of  Porter,  after  considerable  deten- 
tion; having  been  dismissed  without  any 
further  severity  through  the  intercession 
of  the  minister  Mahomet  Dghies,  w ho  had 
on  previous  occasions  shown  a friendly  dis- 
position towards  the  prisoners. 

It  is  unnecessary  here  to  dwell  on  the 
various  incidents  that  occurred  in  this  te- 
dious captivity,  ofand  the  many  ingenious 
and  adventurous  plans  of  escape,  devised 
and  attempted  by  our  officers,  in  all  which 
Porter  took  an  active  and  prominent  part. 
When  peace  was  at  length  made,  and  they 
were  restored  to  light  and  liberty,  he  em- 
barked with  his  companions  for  Syracuse, 
where  a court  of  enquiry  was  held  on  the 
loss  of  the  Philadelphia.  After  an  honor- 
able acquittal  he  was  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  United  States  Brig  Enter- 
prise, and  soon  after  lie  was  ordered  by 
Commodore  Rodgers  to  proceed  to  Tripoli, 
with  permission  to  cruise  along  the  shore 
of  Bengazi,  and  to  visit  the  ruins  of  Leplis 
Magna,  anciently  a Roman  colony:  He  was 
accompanied  in  this  expedition  by  some  of 
his  friends,  and  after  a short  and  pleasant 
passage,  anchored  near  the  latter  place. 
They  passed  three  days  in  wandering 
among  the  mouldering  remains  of  Roman 
taste  and  grandeur;  and  excavated  in  such 
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places  as  seemed  to  promise  a reward  for 
their  researches.  A number  of  ancient 
coins  and  cameos  were  found,  and  among 
other  curiosities,  were  two  statues  in  tole- 
rable preservation:  the  one  a warrior,  the 
other  a female  figure,  of  beautiful  white 
marble,  and  excellent  workmanship.  Yerde 
antique  pillars,  of  large  size,  formed  of  a 
single  piece,  and  unbroken,  were  scattered 
along  the  shores.  Near  the  ! arbor  stood 
a lofty  and  elegant  huildingof  which  Lieu- 
tenant Porter  took  a drawing:  from  its  sit- 
uation and  form  it  was  supposed  to  have 
been  a Pharos.  The  awning  under  which 
the  party  dined  was  spread  on  the  site,  and 
among  the  fallen  columns  of  a temple  of 
Jupiter,  and  a zest  was  given  to  the  re- 
past, by  the  classical  ideas  awakened  by 
surrounding  objects. 

While  iu  command  of  the  Enterprise, 
and  at  anchor  in  the  port  of  Malta,  an 
English  sailor  came  alongside  and  insulted 
the  officers  and  crew-  by  abusive  language; 
Captain  Porter  overhearing  the  scurrilous 
epithets  he  vociferated  ordered  a boat- 
swain’s mate  to  seize  him  and  give  him  a 
flogging  at  the  gangway.  This  well  mer- 
ited chastisement  excited  the  indignation 
of  the  Governor  of  Malta,  who  considered 
it  a daring  outrage,  and  gave  orders  that 
the  forts  should  not  permit  the  Enterprise 
to  depart.  No  sooner  was  Captain  Porter 
informed  of  it,  than  he  got  his  vessel  ready 
for  action,  weighed  anchor,  and  with  light- 
ed matches  and  every  man  at  his  station, 
with  the  avowed  determination  of  firing 
upon  the  town  if  attacked,  sailed  between 
the  batteries  and  departed  unmolested. 

Shortly  after  this  occurrence,  in  passing 
through  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  he  was 
attacked  by  twelve  Spanish  gun-boats, 
who  either  mistook,  or  pretended  to  mis- 
take his  vessel  for  a British  brig.  The 
calmness  of  the  weather,  the  weight  of 
their  metal,  and  the  acknowledged  accu- 
racy of  their  aim,  made  the  odds  greatly 
against  him.  As  soon,  however,  as  he 
was  able  to  near  them,  they  were  assailed 
with  such  rapid  and  well  directed  volleys 
as  quickly  compelled  them  to  shear  off 
This  affair  took  place  in  sight  of  Gibral- 
tar, and  in  presence  of  several  ships  of  the 
British  navy;  it  was.  therefore,  a matter 
of  notoriety,  and  spoken  of  in  terms  of  the 
highest  applause. 

After  an  absence  of  five  years  passed 
in  unremitted  and  arduous  service,  Cap- 
lain  Porter  returned  to  the  United  States, 
and  shortly  after  was  married  to  Miss  An- 
derson, daughter  of  the  member  of  Con- 
gress of  that  name  from  Pennsylvania. 
Being  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 


flotilla,  on  the  New  Orleans  station,  he 
discharged,  with  faithfulness  snd  activity, 
the  irksome  duty  of  enforcing  the  embargo 
and  non-intercourse  laws.  He  likewise 
performed  an  important  service  to  his 
country,  by  ferreting  out  and  capturing  a 
pirate,  a native  of  France,  who,  iu  a small 
well-armed  schooner,  had  for  some  time  in- 
fested the  Chesapeake:  and  who,  grow  ing 
holder  by  impunity,  had  committed  many 
acts  of  depredations,  until  his  maraudings 
became  so  serious  as  to  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  government. 

While  commanding  on  the  Orleans  sta- 
tion; the  father  of  Captain  Porter  died,  an 
officer  under  his  command.  He  had  lived 
' o see  the  wish  of  his  heart  fulfilled,  in 
beholding  his  son  a skilful  and  enterpris- 
ing sailor,  rising  rapidly  in  his  profession 
and  in  the  estimation  of  his  country. 

The  climate  of  New'  Orleans  disagree- 
ing with  the  health  of  Captain  Porter  and 
his  family,  he  solicited  to  be  ordered  to 
some  other  station,  and  was,  accordingly, 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Essex 
frigate,  at  Norfolk. 

At  the  time  of  the  declaration  of  war 
against  England,  the  Essex  was  undergo- 
ing repairs  at  New  York,  and  the  celerity 
w ith  w hich  she  was  fitted  for  sea  reflected 
great  credit  on  her  commander.  On  the 
3d  of  July,  1812,  he  sailed  from  Sandy 
Hook  on  a cruise,  which  was  not  marked  by 
any  incident  of  consequence,  excepting  the 
capture  of  the  British  sloop  of  war  Alert, 
Captain  Laugharne.  Either  undervaluing 
the  untried  prowess  of  our  tars,  or  mistak- 
ing (lie  force  of  the  Essex,  she  rail  down 
on  her  weather  quarter,  gave  three  cheers 
and  commenced  an  action.  In  a few  mi- 
nutes she  struck  her  colors,  being  cut  to 
pieces,  with  three  men  wounded;  and  seven 
feet  water  in  her  hold.  To  releive  himself 
from  the  great  number  of  prisoners,  taken 
in  this  and  former  prizes,  Captain  Porter 
made  a cartel  of  the  Alert,  with  orders  to 
proceed  to  St.  Johns,  Newfoundland,  and 
thenee  to  New  York.  She  arrived  safe, 
being  the  first  ship  of  war  taken  from  the 
enemy,  and  her  flag  the  first  British  flag 
sent  to  the  seat  of  government  during  the 
present  war. 

Having  returned  to  the  United  States 
and  refitted,  he  again  proceeded  to  sea, 
from  the  Delaware,  on  the  27th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1812,  and  repaired  agreeably  to  in- 
structions from  Commodore  Bainhridge,  to 
the  coast  of  Brazil,  w here  different  places 
of  rendezvous  had  been  arranged  between 
them.  In  the  course  of  his  cruise  on  this 
coast,  he  captured  his  Britannic  majesty’s 
packet  Noetou,  and  after  taking  out  of  her 
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about  11,000  pounds  sterling  in  specie,  or- 
dered  her  for  America.  Hearing  of  Com- 
modore Bainbridge’s  victorious  action  with 
the  Java,  which  would  oblige  him  to  re- 
turn lo  port,  and  of  the  capture  of  the 
Hornet  by  the  Montague,  and  learning  that 
there  was  a considerable  augmentation  of 
British  force  on  the  coast,  and  several 
ships  in  pursuit  of  him,  he  abandoned  his 
hazardous  cruising  ground,  and  stretched 
away  to  the  southward,  scouring  the  coast 
as  far  as  Rio  de  la  Plata.  From  thence  he 
shaped  his  course  for  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
and,  after  suffering  greatly  from  want  of 
provisions,  and  heavy  gales  oft*  Cape  Horn, 
arrived  at  Valparaiso,  on  the  14th  of 
March,  1813.  Having  victualled  his  ship, 
he  ran  down  the  coast  of  Chili  and  Peru, 
and  fell  in  with  a Peruvian  corsair,  having 
on  board  twenty-four  Americans  as  prison- 
ers, the  crews  of  two  whaling  ships,  which 
she  had  taken  on  the  coast  of  Chili.  The 
Peruvian  captain  justified  his  conduct  on 
the  plea  of  being  an  ally  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  expectation  likewise  of  a speedy 
war  between  Spain  and  the  United  States 
Finding  him  resolved  to  persist  in  similar 
aggressions,  Captain  Porter  threw  all  his 
guns  and  ammunition  into  the  sea,  liberat- 
ed the  Americans,  and  wrote  a respectful 
letter  to  the  viceroy  explaining  his  reasons 
for  so  doing,  which  he  delivered  to  the  cap- 
tain. He  then  proceeded  to  Lima,  and  luck- 
ily recaptured  one  of  the  American  vessels 
as  she  was  entering  the  port. 

After  this  he  cruised  for  several  months 
in  the  Pacific,  inflicting  immense  injury  on 
the  British  commerce  in  those  waters  He 
was  particularly  destructive  to  the  ship- 
ping employed  in  the  spermaceti  whale 
fishery.  A great  number  with  valuable 
cargoes  were  captured;  two  w ere  given  up 
to  the  prisoners;  three  sent  to  Valparaiso 
and  laid  up;  three  sent  to  America;  one  of 
them  he  retained  as  a store  ship,  and  an- 
other he  equipped  with  twenty  guns,  called 
her  the  Essex  junior,  and  gave  the  com- 
mand of  her  to  Lieutenant  Downes.  Most 
of  these  ships  mounted  several  guns,  and 
had  numerous  crews;  and  as  several  of 
them  were  captured  by  boats  or  by  prizes, 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  Essex  had  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  showing  their  skill 
and  courage,  and  of  acquiring  experience 
and  confidence  in  naval  conflict. 

Having  now  a little  squadron  under  his 
command,  Captain  Porter  became  a com- 
plete terror  in  those  seas.  As  his  numer- 
ous prizes  supplied  him  abundantly  with 
provisions,  clothing,  medicine,  and  naval 
stores  of  every  description,  he  was  enabled 


for  along  time  to  keep  the  sea,  without 
sickness  or  inconvenience  to  his  crew;  liv- 
ing entirely  on  the  enemy,  and  being  ena- 
bled to  make  considerable  advances  of  pay 
to  his  officers  and  crew  w ithout  drawingon 
government.  The  unexampled  devastation 
achieved  by  his  daring  enterprises,  not 
only  spread  alarm  throughout  the  ports  of 
the  Pacific,  but  even  occasioned  great  un- 
easiness in  Great  Britain.  The  merchants 
who  had  any  property  afloat  in  this  quar- 
ter, trembled  with  apprehensions  for  its 
fate;  the  underwriters  groaned  at  the  cat- 
alogue of  captures  brought  by  every  ad- 
vice, while  the  pride  of  the  nation  was 
sorely  incensed  at  beholding  a single  fri- 
gate lording  it  over  the  Pacific,  roving 
about  the  ocean  in  saucy  defiance  of  their 
thousand  ships;  revelling  in  the  spoils  of 
boundless  wealth,  and  almost  banishing 
the  British  flag  from  those  regions,  where 
it  had  so  long  waved  proudly  predomi- 
nant. 

Numerous  ships  wrere  sent  out  to  the 
Pacific  in  pursuit  of  him:  others  were  or- 
dered to  cruise  in  the  China  seas,  olf  New 
Zealand,  Timor  and  New  Holland,  and  a 
frigate  sent  to  the  River  La  Plata.  The 
manner  in  which  Captain  Porter  cruised, 
however,  completely  baffled  pursuit.  Keep- 
ing in  the  open  seas,  or  lurking  among  the 
numerous  barren  and  desolate  islands  that 
form  the  Gallipagos  groupe,  and  never 
touching  on  the  American  coast,  he  left  no 
traces  by  which  he  could  be  followed;  ru- 
mour, while  it  magnified  his  exploits, 
threw  his  pursuers  at  fault;  they  were  dis- 
tracted bv  vague  accounts  of  captures 
made  at  different  places,  and  of  frigates 
supposed  to  be  the  Essex  hovering  at  the 
same  time  off*  different  coasts  and  haunt- 
ing different  islands. 

In  the  mean  while  Porter  though  wrap- 
ped in  mystery  and  uncertainty  himself, 
yet  received  frequent  and  accurate  ac- 
counts of  his  enemies,  from  the  various 
prizes  which  he  had  taken.  Lieutenant 
Downes,  also,  who  had  convoyed  the  pri- 
zes to  Valparaiso,  on  his  return,  brought 
advices  of  the  expected  arrival  of  Com- 
modore Hillyar  in  the  Phcebe  frigate  rat- 
ing thirty-six  guns  accompanied  by  two 
sloops  of  war.  Glutted  with  spoil  and 
havoc,  and  sated  with  the  easy  and  inglo- 
rious captures  of  merchantmen,  Captain 
Porter  now  felt  eager  for  an  opportunity 
to  meet  the  enemy  on  equal  terms,  and  to 
signalize  his  cruise  by  some  brilliant 
achievement.  Having  been  nearly  a year 
at  sea,  he  found  that  his  ship  would  re- 
quire some  repairs,  to  enable  her  to  face 
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the  foe;  he  repaired,  therefore,  accompa- 
nied by  several  of  his  prizes,  to  the  Island 
of  Nooaheevah,  one  of  the  Wasington 
gronpe,  discovered  by  a Captain  Ingraham 
of  Boston.  Here  he  landed,  took  formal 
possession  of  the  island  in  the  name  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  and  gave 
it  the  name  of  Madison’s  Island.  He 
found  it  large,  populous  and  fertile, 
abounding  with  the  necessaries  of  life;  the 
natives  in  the  vicinity  of  the  harbour 
which  he  had  chosen  received  him  in  the 
most  friendly  manner,  and  supplied  him 
with  abundance  of  provisions.  During 
his  stay  at  this  place  he  had  several  en- 
counters with  some  hostile  tribes  on  the 
island,  whom  he  succeeded  in  reducing  to 
subjection.  Having  calked  and  complete- 
ly overhaled  the  ship,  made  for  her  a new 
set  of  water  casks,  and  taken  on  board 
from  the  prizes  provisions  and  stores  for 
upwards  of  four  months,  he  sailed  for  the 
coast  of  Chili  on  the  12th  December. 
1818.  Previous  to  sailing  he  secured  the 
three  prizes  w hich  had  accompanied  him, 
under  the  guns  of  a battery  erected  for 
their  protection,  and  left  them  in  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Gamble  of  the  marines  and 
tw'enty-oue  men,  with  orders  to  proceed  to 
Valparaiso  after  a certain  period. 

After  cruising  on  the  coast  of  Chili 
without  success,  he  proceeded  to  Val- 
paraiso, in  hopes  of  falling  in  with  Com- 
modore Hillyar,  or,  if  disappointed  in  this 
wish,  ot  capturing  some  merchant  ships 
said  to  he  expected  from  England.  While 
at  anchor  at  this  port  Commodore  Hillyar 
arrived,  having  long  been  searching  in 
vain  for  the  Essex,  and  almost  despairing 
of  ever  meeting  with  her.  Contrary  to 
the  expectations  of  Captain  Porter,  how  - 
ever, Commodore  Hillyar,  beside  his  own 
frigate,  superior  in  itself  to  the  Essex, 
was  accompanied  by  the  Cherub  sloop  of 
war,  strongly  armed  and  manned.  These 
ships,  having  been  sent  out  expressly  to 
seek  (or  the  Essex,  were  in  prime  order 
and  equipment,  with  picked  crews,  and 
hoisted  flags  bearing  the  motto  “God  and 
country,  British  sailors’  best  rights:  trai- 
tors offend  bothy  This  was  in  opposition 
to  Porter’s  motto  of  “Free  trade  and  sai- 
lors’ rights,”  and  the  latter  part  of  it  sug- 
gested doubtless,  by  error  industriously 
cherished,  that  our  crews  are  chiefly  com- 
posed of  English  seamen.  In  reply  to 
this  motto  Porter  hoisted  at  his  mizen, 
“God,  our  country,  and  liberty:  tyrants  of- 
fend them.”  On  entering  the  harbour  the 
Phcebe  fell  foul  of  the  Essex  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  lay  her  at  the  mercy  of  Captain 
Porter;  out  of  respect,  however,  to  the 


neutrality  of  the  port,  he  did  not  take  ad- 
vantage of  her  exposed  situation.  This 
f»rbearance  was  afterwards  acknow  ledged 
by  Commodore  Hillyar,  and  he  passed  his 
word  of  honour  to  observe  like  conduct 
while  they  remained  in  port.  They  con- 
tinued therefore,  while  in  harbour  and  on 
shore,  in  the  mutual  exchange  of  courte- 
sies and  kind  olfices  that  should  character- 
ize the  private  intercourse  between  civiliz- 
ed and  generous  enemies.  And  the  crews 
of  the  respective  ships  often  mingled  to- 
gether and  passed  nautical  jokes  and  plea- 
santries from  one  to  the  other. 

On  getting  their  provisions  on  board  the 
Phcebe  and  Cherub  went  oft*  the  port, 
w here  they  cruised  for  six  weeks,  rigorous- 
ly blockading  Captain  Porter.  Their  unit- 
ed force  amounted  to  81  guns  and  500  men, 
in  addition  to  which  they  took  on  board 
the  crew  of  an  English  letter  of  marque 
lying  in  port.  The  force  of  the  Essex 
consisted  of  but  4-6  guns,  all  of  which,  ex- 
cepting six  long  twelves,  were  32  pound 
carronades,  only  serviceble  in  close  fight- 
ing. Her  crew7,  having  been  much  reduc- 
ed by  the  manning  of  prizes,  amounting 
to  hut  255  men.  The  Essex  junior  being 
only  intended  as  a storeship,  mounted  ten 
18  pound  carronades  and  ten  short  sixes 
will)  a complement  of  only  60  men. 

This  vast  superiority  of  force  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy  prevented  all  chance  of 
encounter,  on  any  thing  like  equal  terms, 
unless  by  express  covenaut  between  the 
commanders.  Captain  Porter,  therefore, 
endeavoured  repeatedly  to  provoke  a chal- 
lenge, (the  inferiority  of  his  frigate  to  the 
Phoebe  not  justifying  him  in  making  the 
challenge  himself,)  hut  without  effect.  He 
tried  frequently  also  to  bring  the  Phcebe 
into  single  action;  but  this  Commodore 
Hillyar  warily  avoided,  and  ahvays  kept 
his  ships  so  close  together  as  to  frustrate 
Captain  Porter’s  attempts.  This  conduct 
of  Commodore  Hillyar  has  been  sneered 
at  by  many,  as  unworthy  a brave  officer: 
but  it  should  be  considered  that  he  had 
more  important  objects  to  effect  than  the 
mere  exhibition  of  individual  or  national 
prowess.  His  instructions  were  to  crush  a 
noxious  foe,  destructive  to  the  commerce 
of  his  country;  he  was  furnished  with  a 
force  competent  to  this  duty;  and  having 
the  enemy  once  within  his  power,  he  had 
no  right  to  wave  his  superiority,  and  by 
meeting  him  on  equal  footing,  give  him  a 
chance  to  conquer,  and  continue  his  work 
of  destruction. 

Finding  it  impossible  to  bring  the  ewemy 
to  equal  combat:  and  fearing  the  arrival 
of  additional  force,  which  he  understood 
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was  on  the  way,  Captain  Porter  determin- 
ed to  put  to  sea  the  first  opportunity  that 
should  present.  A rendezvous  was  ac- 
cordingly appointed  for  the  Essex  junior, 
and  having  ascertained  by  repeated  trials 
that  the  Essex  was  a superiour  sailer  to 
either  of  the  blockading  ships  it  was 
agreed  that  she  should  let  the  enemy  chase 
her  oft;  thereby  giving  the  Essex  junior  an 
opportunity  of  escaping. 

On  the  next  day,  the  28th  March,  the 
wind  came  on  to  blow  fresh  from  the  south- 
ward, and  the  Essex  parted  her  larboard 
cable  and  dragged  her  starboard  anchor 
directly  out  to  sea.  Not  a moment  was 
lost  in  getting  sail  on  the  ship;  but  per- 
ceiving that  the  enemy  was  close  in  with 
the  point  forming  the  west  side  of  the  bay, 
and  that  there  was  a possibility  of  passing 
to  windward,  and  escaping  to  sea  by  supe- 
rior sailing.  Captain  Porter  resolved  to 
hazard  the  attempt.  He  accordingly  took 
in  his  top  gallaut  sails  and  braced  up  for 
the  purpose,  but  most  unfortunately  on 
rounding  the  point  a heavy  squall  struck 
the  ship  and  carried  away  her  main  top 
mast,  precipitating  the  men  who  were  aloft 
into  the  sea,  who  were  drowned.  Both 
ships  now  gave  chase,  and  the  crippled 
state  of  his  ship  left  Porter  no  alternative 
but  to  endeavour  to  regain  the  port.  Find- 
ing it  impossible  to  get  back  to  the  com- 
mon anchorage,  he  ran  close  into  a small 
bay  about  three  quarters  of  a mile  to  lee- 
ward of  the  battery,  on  the  east  of  the 
harbour,  and  let  go  his  anchor  within  pis- 
tol shot  of  the  shore.  Supposing  the  ene- 
my would,  as  formerly,  respect  the  neu- 
trality of  the  place,  he  considered  himself 
secure,  and  thought  only  of  repairing  the 
damages  he  had  sustained.  The  wary 
and  menacing  approach  of  the  hostile 
ships,  however,  displaying  their  motto 
flags  and  having  jacks  at  all  their  masts’ 
heads,  soon  showed  him  the  real  danger  of 
his  situation.  With  all  possible  despatch 
he  got  his  ship  ready  for  action,  and  en- 
deavoured to  get  a spring  on  his  cable,  but 
had  not  succeeded,  when,  at  54  minutes 
past  3 P.  M.  the  enemy  commenced  the 
attack. 

At  first  the  Phcebe  lay  herself  under  his 
stern  and  the  Cherub  on  his  starboard  bow; 
but  the  latter  soon  finding  herself  exposed 
to  a hot  fire,  bore  up  and  ran  under  his 
stern  also,  where  both  ships  kept  up  a se- 
vere and  raking  fire.  Captain  Porter  suc- 
ceeded three  different  times  in  getting 
springs  on  his  cables,  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  his  broadside  to  bear  on  the  ene- 
my, but  they  were  as  often  shot  away  by 
the  excessive  fire  to  which  he  w as  exposed. 


lie  was  obliged,  therefore,  to  rely  for  de- 
fence against  this  tremendous  attack  mere- 
ly on  three  long  twelve  pounders,  which 
he  had  run  out  of  the  stern  ports;  and 
which  were  worked  with  such  bravery  and 
skill  as  in  half  an  hour  to  do  great  in  jury  to 
both  the  enemy’s  ships  and  induce  them  to 
hale  off  and  repair  damages,  it  was  evi- 
dently the  intention  of  Commodore  Hillyar 
to  risk  nothing  from  the  daring  courage  of 
his  antagonist,  but  to  the  Essex  al  as  cheap 
a rate  as  possible.  All  his  manoeuvres 
were  deliberate  and  wary;  he  saw  his  an- 
tagonist completely  at  his  meicy,  and  pre- 
pared to  cut  him  up  in  the  safest  and  su- 
rest manner.  In  the  mean  time  ihe  situa- 
tion of  the  Essex  was  galling  and  provok- 
ing in  the  extreme;  crippled  and  shattered, 
with  many  killed  and  wounded,  she  lay 
awaiting  the  convenience  of  the  enemy,  to 
renew  the  scene  of  slaughter,  w ith  scarce 
a hope  of  escape  or  revenge.  Her  brave 
crew,  however,  in  place  of  being  dishear- 
tened, were  aroused  to  desperation,  and  by 
hoisting  ensigns  in  their  rigging  and  jacks 
in  different  parts  of  the  ship,  evinced  their 
defiance  and  determination  to  hold  out  to 
the  last. 

The  enemy  having  repaired  his  dama- 
ges, now  placed  himself  with  both  his  ships 
on  the  starboard  quarter  of  the  Essex, 
out  of  reach  of  her  carronades,  and  w here 
her  stern  guns  could  not  be  bronght  to 
bear.  Her.e  he  kept  up  a most  destructive 
fire,  which  it  was  not  in  Captain  Porter’s 
power  to  return;  the  latter,  therefore  saw 
no  hope  of  injuring  him  without  getting 
under  way  and  becoming  the  assailant. 
From  the  mangled  state  of  his  rigging  he 
could  set  no  other  sail  than  the  flying  jib; 
ihis  he  caused  to  be  hoisted,  cut  his  cable, 
and  ran  down  on  both  ships,  with  an  inten- 
tion of  laying  the  Phcebe  on  board 

For  a short  time  he  was  enabled  to  close 
with  the  enemy,  and  the  firing  on  both 
sides  was  tremendous.  The  decks  of  the 
Essex  were  strewed  with  dead,  and  her 
cockpit  filled  with  wounded;  she  had  been 
several  times  on  fire,  and  was  in  fact  a 
perfect  wreck;  still  a feeble  hope  sprung 
up  that  she  might  be  saved,  in  consequence 
of  the  Cherub  being  compelled  to  hale  off 
by  her  crippled  state;  she  did  riot  return  to 
close  action  again,  but  kept  up  a distant 
firing  with  her  long  guns.  The  disabled 
state  of  the  Essex,  however,  did  not  per- 
mit her  to  take  advantage  of  this  circum- 
stance; for  want  of  sail  she  was  unable  to 
keep  at  close  quarters  with  the  Phcebe, 
who,  edging  oft",  chose  the  distance  which 
best  suited  her  long  guns,  and  kept  up  a 
tremendous  fire,  which  made  a dreadful 
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bavoc  among  our  crew.  Many  of  the  guns 
of  the  Essex  were  rendered  useless,  and 
many  had  their  whole  crews  destroyed: 
they  were  manned  from  those  that  were 
disabled,  and  one  gun  in  particular  was 
three  times  manned;  fifteen  men  were  slain 
at  it  in  (he  course  of  the  action,  though  the 
captain  of  it  escaped  with  only  a slight 
wound.  Captain  Porter  now  gave  up  all 
hope  of  closing  with  the  enemy,  but  find 
ing  the  wind  favourable,  determined  to  run 
his  ship  on  shore,  laud  the  crew,  and  des- 
troy her.  He  had  approached  within  mus- 
ket shot  of  the  shore,  and  had  every  pros- 
pect of  succeeding,  when  in  an  instant  the 
w ind  shifted  from  the  land  and  drove  her 
down  upon  the  Phcebe,  exposing  her  again 
to  a dreadful  raking  fire.  The  ship  was 
now  totally  unmanageable;  yet  as  her  head 
was  toward  the  enemy,  and  he  to  leeward, 
Captain  Porter  again  perceived  a faint 
hope  of  hoarding.  At  this  moment  Lieu- 
tenant Downs  of  the  Essex  junior  came  on 
board  to  receive  orders, expecting  that  Cap- 
tain Porter  w ould  soon  be  a prisoner. 
His  services  could  be  of  no  avail  iri  the 
deplorable  state  of  the  Essex,  and  finding 
from  the  enemy's  putting  his  helm  up, 
that  the  last  attempt  at  boarding  would 
not  succeed,  Captain  Porter  directed  him, 
alter  he  had  been  ten  minutes  on  board,  to 
return  to  his  own  ship,  to  be  prepared  for 
defending  and  destroying  her  in  case  of 
attack  He  took  with  him  several  of  the 
wounded,  leaving  three  of  his  boat’s  crew 
on  board  to  make  room  for  them.  The 
Cherub  kept  up  a hot  fire  on  him  during) 
his  return.  The  slaughter  on  board  of  the 
Essex  now  became  horrible,  the  enemy 
continued  to  rake  her,  while  she  was  una- 
ble to  bring  a gun  to  bear  in  return.  Still 
her  commander,  with  an  obstinacy  that 
bordered  on  desperation,  persisted  in  the 
unequal  and  almost  hopeless  conflict.  Eve- 
ry expedient  that  a fertile  and  inventive 
mind  could  suggest  was  resorted  to,  in  the 
forlorn  hope  that  they  might  yet  be  ena- 
bled by  some  lucky  chanee  to  escape  from 
the  grasp  of  the  toe.  A hawser  w as  bent 
to  the  sheet  anchor,  and  the  anchor  cut 
from  the  bows,  to  bring  the  ship’s  head 
round.  This  succeeded;  the  broadside  of 
the  Essex  was  again  brought  to  bear;  and 
as  the  enemy  was  much  crippled  and  una- 
ble to  hold  his  own,  Captain  Porter 
thought  she  might  drift  out  of  gunshot  be- 
fore she  discovered  that  he  had  anchored 
The  hawser,  how  ever,  unfortunately  part- 
ed, and  with  it  failed  the  last  lingering 
hope  of  the  Essex.  The  ship  had  taken 
fire  several  times  during  the  action,  but  at 
this  moment  her  situation  was  awful.  She 


was  on  fire  both  forward  and  aft;  the  flames 
were  bursting  up  each  hatchway;  a large 
quantity  of  powder  below  exploded,  and 
word  w as  given  that  the  fire  was  near  the 
magazine.  Thus  surrounded  by  horrors, 

• without  any  chance  of  saving  the  ship. 
Captain  Porter  turned  his  attention  to  res- 
cuing as  many  of  his  brave  companions  as 
possible.  Finding  his  distance  from  the 
shore  did  not  exceed  three  quarters  of  a 
mile,  he  hoped  many  would  be  able  to 
save  themselves  should  the  ship  blow  up. 
His  boats  had  been  cut  to  pieces  by  the 
enemies’  shot,  but  he  advised  such  as  could 
swim  to  jump  overboard  and  make  for 
shore.  Some  reached  it — some  were  tak- 
en by  the  enemy,  and  some  perished  in  the 
attempt;|but  most  of  this  loyal  and  gallant 
crew  preferred  sharing  the  fate  of  their 
ship  and  their  commander. 

Those  w ho  remained  on  board  now  en- 
deavoured to  extinguish  the  flames,  and 
having  succeeded,  went  again  to  the  guns 
and  kept  up  a firing  for  a few  minutes; 
but  the  crew  had  by  this  time  become  so 
w eakened  that  all  further  resistance  was 
in  vain.  Captain  Porter  summoned  a con- 
sultation of  the  officers  of  divisions,  but 
was  surprised  to  find  only  acting  Lieute- 
nant Stephen  Deeatur  M4Knight  remain- 
ing; of  the  others  some  had  been  killed, 
others  knocked  overboard,  and  others  car- 
ried below  disabled  by  severe  wounds.— 
The  accounts  from  every  part  of  the  ship 
were  deplorable  in  the  extreme;  repre- 
senting her  in  the  most  shattered  and  crip- 
! pled  condition,  in  imminent  danger  of  sink- 
ing, and  so  crowded  with  the  wounded  that 
even  the  birth  deck  could  contain  no  more, 
and  many  were  killed  while  under  the  sur- 
geon’s hands.  In  the  mean  while  the  ene- 
my, in  consequence  of  the  smoothness  of 
the  w'ater  and  his  secure  distance,  was  en- 
abled to  keep  up  a deliberate  and  constant 
fire,  aiming  with  coolness  and  certainty  as 
if  tiring  at  a target,  and  hitting  the  hull 
at  every  shot.  At  length,  utterly  despair- 
ing of  saving  the  ship,  Captain  Porter 
was  compelled,  at  20  minutes  past  6 P.  M. 
to  give  the  painful  order  to  strike  the  co- 
lours. It  is  probable  that  the  enemy  did 
not  perceive  that  the  ship  had  surrender- 
ed, for  he  continued  firing;  several  men 
were  killed  and  wouuded  in  different  parts 
of  the  ship,  and  Captain  Porter  thinking 
he  intended  to  show'  no  quarter,  was  about 
to  rehoist  his  flag  and  to  fight  until  he 
sunk,  when  the  enemy  desisted  his  attack 
ten  minutes  after  the  surrender. 

The  foregoing  account  of  this  battle  is 
taken  almost  verbatim  from  the  letter  of 
Captain  Porter  to  the  secretary  of  the  na- 
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vy.  Making  every  allowance  for  its  being 
a partial  statement,  this  mast  certainly 
have  been  one  of  the  most  sangninary  and 
obstinately  contested  actions  on  naval  re- 
cord. The  loss  of  the  Essex  is  a sufficient 
testimony  of  the  desperate  bravery  with 
which  she  was  defended.  Out  of  255  men 
which  comprised  her  crew,  fifty-eight  were 
killed;  thirty-nine  wounded  severely;  twen- 
ty-seven siightly,  and  thirty-one  missing, 
making  in  all  154.  She  was  completely 
cut  to  pieces,  and  so  covered  with  the  dead 
and  dying,  with  mangled  limbs,  with  brains 
and  blood,  and  all  the  ghastly  images  of 
pain  and  death,  that  the  officer  who  came 
on  board  to  take  possession  of  her,  though 
accustomed  to  scenes  of  slaughter,  was 
struck  with  sickening  horror,  and  fainted 
at  the  shocking  spectacle. 

Thousands  of  the  inhabitants  of  Valpa- 
raiso were  spectators  of  the  battle,  cover- 
ing the  neighboring  heights:  for  it  was 
fought  so  near  the  shore  that  some  of  the 
shot  even  struck  among  the  citizens,  who, 
in  the  eagerness  of  their  curiosity,  had 
ventured  down  upon  the  beach.  Touched 
by  the  forlorn  situation  of  the  Essex,  and 
filled  with  admiration  at  the  unflagging 
spirit  and  persevering  bravery  of  her  com- 
mander and  crew,  a generous  anxiety  ran 
throughout  the  multitude  for  their  fate: 
hursts  of  delight  arose  when,  by  any  vicis- 
situde of  battle,  or  prompt  expedient,  a 
chance  seemed  to  turn  up  in  their  favour; 
and  the  eager  spectators  were  seen  to 
wring  their  hands,  and  uttered  groans 
of  sympathy,  when  the  transient  hope  was 
defeated,  and  the  gallant  little  frigate 
once  more  became  an  unresisting  object  of 
deliberate  slaughter. 

It  is  needless  to  mention  particularly 
the  many  instances  of  individual  volour 
and  magnanimity  among  both  the  officers 
and  common  sailors  of  the  Essex:  their 
general  conduct  bears  ample  testimony  to 
their  heroism;  and  it  will  hereafter  be  a 
sufficient  distinction  for  any  man  to  prove 
that  he  was  present  in  that  battle.  Every 
action  that  we  have  fought  at  sea  has  gone 
to  destroy  some  envious  shade  which  the 
enemy  has  attempted  to  cast  on  our  rising 
reputation.  After  the  affair  of  the  Argus 
and  the  Pelican,  it  was  asserted  that  our 
sailors  were  brave  only  while  successful 
and  unhurt,  but  that  the  sight  of  slaugh- 
ter filled  them  with  dismay.  In  this  battle 
it  has  been  proved  that  they  are  capable 
of  the  highest  exercise  of  courage — that 
of  standing  unmoved  among  incessant  car- 
nage, without  being  able  to  return  a shot, 
and  destitute  of  a hope  of  ultimate  success. 

Though,  from  the  distance  and  posi- 


tions which  the  enemy  chose,  this  battle 
was  chiefly  fought  ou  our  part  by  six 
twelve  pounders  only,  yet  great  damage 
was  done  to  the  assailing  ships.  Their 
masts  and  yards  were  badly  crippled, 
their  hulls  much  cut  up;  the  Phcebe,  es- 
pecially, received  18  twelve  pound  shot 
below  her  water  line,  some  three  feet  under 
water.  Their  loss  in  killed  and  wounded 
was  not  ascertained,  but  must  have  been 
severe;  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  Phoebe 
was  killed,  and  Captain  Tucker,  of  the 
Cherub,  was  severely  wounded.  It  was 
with  some  difficulty  that  the  Phcebe  and 
the  Essex  could  be  kept  afloat  until  they 
anchored  the  next  morning  in  the  port  of 
Valparaiso. 

Much  indignation  has  been  expressed 
against  Commodore  Hillyar  for  his  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  of  his  pri- 
vate agreement  with  Captain  Porter,  by 
attacking  him  in  the  neutral  waters  of 
Valparaiso;  waiving  ail  discussions  of 
these  points,  it  may  barelj  be  observed, 
that  his  cautious  attack  with  a vastly  su- 
perior force,  on  a crippled  s ip,  which,  re- 
lying on  his  forbearance,  had  placed  her- 
self in  a most  defenceless  situation,  and 
w hich  for  six  weeks  previous  had  offered 
him  fair  tig:d,  on  advantageous  terms, 
though  it  may  reflect  great  credit  on  his 
prudence,  yet  certainly  furnishes  no  tri- 
umph to  a brave  and  generous  mind. — 
Aware,  however,  of  that  delicacy  which 
ought  to  be  observed  towards  the  charac- 
ter even  of  an  enemy,  it  is  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  writer  to  assail  that  of  Commo- 
dore Hillyar.  Indeed,  his  conduct  after 
the  battle  entitles  him  to  high  encomium; 
he  showed  the  greatest  humanity  to  the 
wounded,  and,  as  Captain  Porter  acknow- 
ledges, endeavored  as  much  as  lay  in  his 
power  to  alleviate  the  distresses  of  war 
by  the  most  generous  and  delicate  deport- 
ment towards  both  the  officers  and  crew, 
commanding  that  the  property  of  every 
person  should  be  respected.  Captain  Por- 
ter and  his  crew  were  paroled,  and  per- 
mitted to  return  to  the  United  States  in 
the  Essex  Junior,  her  armament  beiug 
previously  taken  out.  On  arriving  oft*  the 
port  of  New  York,  they  were  overhauled 
by  the  Saturn  razee,  the  authority  of 
Com.  Hillyar  to  grant  a passport  was 
questioned,  and  the  Essex  Junior  detained. 
Captain  Porter  then  told  the  boarding  offi- 
cer that  he  gave  up  his  parole,  and  consi- 
dered himself  a prisoner  of  war,  and  as 
such  should  use  all  means  to  escape.  In 
consequence  of  this  threat  the  Essex  Ju- 
nior was  ordered  to  remain  all  night 
under  the  lee  of  the  Saturn,  but  the  next 
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inornins;  Captain  Porter  put  oft’  in  his  boat, 
though  thirty  miles  from  shore;  and,  not- 
withstanding he  was  pursued  by  the  Sa- 
turn, effected  his  escape,  and  landed  safe- 
ly on  Long  Island.  His  reception  in  the 
United  States  has  been  such  as  his  great 
services  and  distinguished  valor  deserved. 
The  various  interesting  and  romantic  ru- 
mors that  had  reached  this  country  con- 
cerning him,  during  his  cruize  in  the  Pa- 
cific, had  excited  the  curiosity  of  the  pub 
lie  to  see  this  modern  Sinbad;  on  arriving 
in  New-York  his  carriage  was  surrounded 
by  the  populace,  who  took  out  the  horses, 
and  dragged  him,  with  shouts  of  acclama- 
tions, to  his  lodgings. 

The  length  to  which  this  article  has  al- 
ready been  extended,  notwithstanding  the 
brevity  with  which  many  interesting  cir- 
cumstances have  been  treated,  forbids  any 
further  remarks  on  the  character  and  ser- 
vices of  Captain  Porter.  They  are  suffi- 
ciently illustrated  in  the  foregoing  summa- 
ry of  his  eventful  life,  and  particularly  in 
the  history  of  his  last  cruize,  which  was 
conducted  with  wonderful  enterprize,  fer- 
tility of  expedient,  consummate  seaman- 
ship, and  daring  courage.  In  his  single 
ship  he  has  inflicted  more  injury  on  the 
commerce  of  the  enemy  than  all  the  rest 
of  the  navy  put  together;  not  merely  by 
actual  devastation,  but  by  the  general  in- 
security and  complete  interruption  which 
lie  occasioned  to  au  extensive  and  invalua- 
ble branch  of  British  trade.  His  last  ac- 
tion, also,  though  it  terminated  in  the  los# 
of  his  frigate,  cau  scarcely  be  considered 
as  uufortunate,  inasmuch  as  it  has  given  a 
brilliancy  to  his  own  reputation,  and 
wreathed  fresh  honors  around  the  name  of 
the  American  sailor. 


Life  of  Captain  Lewig. 


Sir, 


Monticello,  August  18, 1811. 


Meriwether  Lewis. 

History  of  the  Expedition  under  the  command  of  Captains  Lewis 
and  Clarke,  to  the  sources  of  the  Missouri , &c,  &c.  Prepared  for 
the  press  by  Paul  Allen , Esq.  in  two  vols.  8vo.  Philo,  Pr. 

This  work,  which  simply  consist*  of  a faithful,  minute,  and 
comprehensive  journal  of  the  expedition  of  Lewis  and  Clarke  “to 
the  sources  of  the  Missouri,  thence  across  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
and  down  the  river  Columbia  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,”  performed 
by  order  of  government  in  1804, 5,  6,  is  an  important  work  to  our 
country.  It  has  lately  come  from  the  press,  and  W to  be  found  in 
most  of  our  book-stores.  The  untimely  death  of  Governor  Lew- 
is has  prevented  the  world  from  receiving  the  history  of  the  expe- 
dition in  that  perfect  form  which  is  so  desirable;  but  the  present  ‘ 
work  is  probably  the  best  substitute  that  will  ever  be  published.  | 
Its  value  and  the  importance  of  the  expedition  will  appear  more 
manifest  from  the  following  interesting  letter  from  Mr.  Jefferson  i 
to  Mr.  Allen,  containing  as  well  the  life  of  Governor  Lewis,  as 
the  instructions  to  him  and  the  views  of  the  government  in  sett- ; 
ing  on  foot  the  expedition.  The  letter  will  exalt  the  illustrious' 
statesman  and  philosopher  in  the  estimation  of  mankind. 
Our  naval  heroes  will  especially  be  gratified  at  the  eulogiura  on 
their  splendid  deeds  at  the  close  of  the  letter.  America  will 
now  see  the  egregious  deception  by  which  federal  writers  have 
attempted  to  circulate  and  establish  a belief  that  Mr.  Jefferson 
was  hostile  to  commerce,  as  his  instructions  will  shew  that  the 
expedition  was  instituted  as  much  to  promote  the  interest  of 
Commerce,  as  the  arts,  sciences,  and  happiness  of  the  human  race. 

Whig, 
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In  compliance  with  the  reque*t  conveyed  in  your  letter  of 
May  25,  I have  endeavored  to  obtain  from  the  relations  and 
friends  of  the  late  Governor  Lewis,  information  of  suoh  incidents 
of  his  lift,  as  might  be  not  unacceptable  to  those  who  may  read  the 
narrative  of  his  western  discoveries.  The  o dinary  occurrences  of 
a private  life,  and  those  also  while  acting  in  a suborninate  sphere 
in  the  army,  in  a time  of  peace,  are  not  deemed  sufficiently  in 
teresting  to  occupy  the  public  attention;  but  a general  account 
of  his  parentage,  with  such  smaller  incidents  us  marked  his  early 
character  are  briefly  noted;  and  to  these  are  added,  as  being  pe- 
culiarly within  my  own  knowledge,  wliatever  related  to  the  pub- 
lic mission,  of  which  an  account  is  now  to  be  published.  The  re- 
sult of  my  inquiries  and  recollections  shall  now  be  iffered,  to  be 
enlarged  or  abridged  as  you  may  think  best;  or  otherwise  to  be 
used  with  the  materials  you  may  have  collected  from  othec 
sources. 

Meriw'etber  Lewis,  late  governor  of  Louisiana,  was  horn  on  tha 
eighteenth  of  August,  1774,  near  the  town  of  Charlottesville,  in 
the  county  of  Albemarle,  in  Virginia,  of  one  of  thi  distinguished 
families  of  that  state-  John  Lewis,  one  of  his  father’s  uncles, 
was  a member  of  the  kbig’s  council,  before  the  revolution.  An. 
other  of  them,  Fielding  Lewis,  married  a sister  of  General  Wash, 
ington.  His  father,  William  Lewis,  was  the  youngest  of  five 
sons  of  Colonel  Robert  Lewis  of  Albemarle,  the  fourth  of  whom, 
Charles,  was  one  of  the  early  patriots  who  stepped  forward  in 
the  commencement  of  the  revolution,  and  commanded  one  of  tho 
regiments  first  raised  in  Virginia,  and  placed  on  continental  esta- 
blishment. Happily  situaed  at  home,  with  a wife  and  young 
family,  and  fortune  placing  him  at  ease,  he  left  all  to  aid  in  the 
liberation  of  his  country  from  foreign  usurpations,  then  first  un- 
masking their  ultimate  end  and  aim.  His  good  sense,  integrity, 
bravery,  enterprise,  and  ^maikable  hodily  powers,  ma’ked  him 
as  an  officer  of  great  promise;  but  he  unfortunately  died  early  in 
the  revolution.  Nicholas  Lewis,  the  second  of  his  father’s  bro* 
thers,  commanded  a regiment  of  militia  in  the  successful  expedi- 
tion of  1776,  against  the  Cherokee  Indians:  who.  seduced  by  the 
agent  of  the  British  government  to  take  up  the  hatchet  againiC 
ns,  had  committed  great  havoc  on  our  southern  frontier,  by  muiv 
dering  and  scalping  helpless  women  and  children,  according  to 
their  cruel  and  cow  ardly  principles  of  warfare.  The  chastisement 
they  then  received  closed  the  history’  of  their  wars,  and  prepared 
them  for  receiving  the  elements  of  civilization,  which,  zealously 
inculcated  by  the  present  government  of  the  United  States,  have 
rendered  them  an  industrious,  |>eaceable.  and  happy  people.  Thia 
member  of  the  family  of  Lewises,  whose  bravery  was  so  use- 
fully proved  on  this  occasion,  was  endeared  to  all  who  knew  him 
by  his  inflexible  probity,  courteous  disposition,  benevolent  heart, 
and  engaging  modesty  and  manners.  He  was  the  umpire  of  ail 
the  private  differences  of  his  county-selected  always  by  both  par- 
ties. He  was  also  the  guardian  of  Meriwether  Lewis,  of  whom 
we  are  now  to  speak,  and  who  had  lost  his  father  at  an  early  age. 
He  continued  some  years  under  the  fostering  care  of  a tender 
mother,  of  the  respectable  family  of  Meriwethers,  of  the  same 
county;  and  was  remarkable  even  in  infancy  for  enterprise,  bold- 
ness, and  discretion.  When  only  eight  years  of  age  he  habitually 
went  out,  in  the  dead  of  night  alone  with  his  dogs,  into  the  forest, 
to  hunt  the  racoon  and  opossum,  w hich,  seeking  their  food  in  the 
night,  can  then  only  be  taken.  In  this  exercise  no  season  or  circum- 
stance could  obstruct  his  puvpose— plunging  through  the  winter’s 
snows  and  frozen  streams  in  pursuit  of  his  object.  At  thirteen 
he  was  put  to  the  Latin  school,  and  continued  at  that  until 
eighteen,  when  he  returned  to  his  mother,  and  entered  on  the 
cares  of  his  farm;  having,  as  well  as  a younger  brother  been  left 
by  his  father  with  a competency  for  all  the  correct  and  comforta- 
ble purposes  of  a temperate  life.  His  talent  for  observation 
which  had  led  him  to  an  accurate  know  ledge  of  the  plants  and 
animals  of  his  own  country,  would  have  distinguished  liim  as  a 
farmer;  but,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  yielding  to  the  ardour  of  youth* 
and  a passion  for  more  dazzling  pursuits,  he  engaged  as  a volun- 
teer in  the  body  of  militia  which  were  called  out  by  General 
Washington,  on  occasion  of  the  discontents  produced  by  the  ex- 
cise taxes  in  the  western  parts  of  the  United  States;  and  from 
that  situation  he  was  removed  to  the  regular  service  as  a lienterw 
ant  in  the  line  At  twenty-three  he  was  promoted  to  a captaincy; 
and  always  attracting  the  first  attention  where  punctuality  and 
fidelity  were  requisite,  he  was  appointed  paymaster  to  his  regi- 
ment. About  this  time  a circumstance  occurred,  which,  leading 
to  the  transaction  which  is  the  subject  of  thi*  book,  w ill  justify  a 
recurrence  to  its  original  idea.  While  I resided  at  Pari*,  Johu 
Ledyaid,  of  Connecticut,  arrived  there,  well  known  in  he  U .ited 
States  for  energy  of  body  and  mind.  He  had  accompanied  Cap- 
tain Cook  on  his  voyage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean;  and  distinguished 
himself  on  that  voyage  by  his  intrepidity.  Being  of  a roaming 
disposition,  he  was  now  panting  for  some  new  enterprise.  His 
immediate  object  at  Paris  was  to  engage  a mercantile  company 
in  the  fur-trade  of  the  western  coa>t  of  America,  in  which,  now. 
ever,  he -'failed.  I then  proposed  to  him  to  go  by  land  to  Kara- 
schatka,  cross  in  some  of  the  Russian  vessels  to  Nootka  Sound, 
fall  down  into  the  latitude  of  the  Mrssodri,  and  penetrate  to,  and 
through  that  to  the  United  States.  He  eagerly  seized  the  idea, 
and  only  asked  to  be  assured  of  the  perrai  sion  of  the  Russian 
government.  I interested,  in  obtaining  that,  M de  Simoulio, 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  empress  at  Paris,  but  more  espe- 
daily  the  baron  de  Grimm,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Saxe* 
Gotha,  her  more  special  agent  *ad  correspondent  there  ia  matter? 
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not  immediately  diplomatic.  Her  permission  was  obtained  and 
an  assurance  of  protection  while  the  course  of  the  voyage  should 
l nr  through  her  territories.  Ledyard  set  out  from  Paris,  and  ar* 
rived  at  St.  Petersburg!!  after  the  empress  had  left  that  place  to 
pass  the  winter,  I think,  at  Moscow.  His  finances'  not  permit- 
ting him  to  make  unnecessary  stay  at  St.  Petersburg!)*  be  left  it 
with  a passport  from  one  of  the  ministers;  and  at  two  hundred 
nriles  from  Kan.scliatka,  was  obliged  to  take  up  his  winter  quar. 
ters.  He  was  preparing,  in  the  spring,  to  resume  his  journey, 
when  he  was  arrested  by  an  officer  of  the  empress,  who  by  tins 
time  had  changed  her  mind,  and  forbidden  his  proceeding.  He 
was  put  into  a close  carriage,  and  conveyed,  day  and  .light,  with  . 
out  ever  stopping  till  they  reached  Poland;  where  he  was  set 
down  and  left  to  himself.  The  fatigue  of  this  journey  broke 
down  hi?  constitution;  and  when  he  returned  to  Paris  his  bodily 
health  was  much  impaired.  His  mind,  however,  remained  firm, 
and  he  after  this  undertook  the  journey  to  Egypt.  I received  a 
letter  from  him.  full  of  sanguine  hopes,  dated  at  Cairo,  the  fif- 
teenth of  November,  1788,  the  day  before  he  was  to  set  out  for 
the  h ad  or  the  Nile;  on  which  day,  however  he  ended  liis  career 
and  liter  and  thus  failed  the  first  attempt  to  explore  the  western 
pan  of  our  northern  continent. 

In  1792,  1 proposed  to  the  American  Philosophical  Society 
that  we  should  set  on  foot  a subscription  to  engage  some  compe- 
tent person  to  explore  that  region  in  the  opposite  direction;  that 
is  by  ascending  the  Missouri,  crossing  the  bcony  mountains, and 
descending  the  nearest  river  to  the  Pacific.  Captain  Lewis  being 
then  stationed  at  Charlottesville,  on  the  recruiting  service,  warm- 
ly solicited  me  to  obtain  for  him  the  execution  of  that  object.  I 
told  Limit  was  proposed  that  the  person  engaged  should  beat- 
tended  by  a single  companion  only,  to  avoid  tv  citing-  alarm  among 
the  Indians.  'I  bis  ditl  not  deter  him;  but  Mr.  Audve  Micliaux 
a professed  botanist,  author  of  the  Flora  Boveali- Americana  and 
of  the  Histoire  des  Chesnes  d’Amerique,  offering  his  services, 
they  were  accepted.  He  received  his  instructions,  and  when  he 
had  reached  Kentucky  in  the  prosecution  of  his  journey,  he  w as 
overtaken  by  an<  rder  from  the  minister  of  France  then  at  Pliila 
delphia,  to  relinquish  the  expedition,  and  to  pursue  elsewhere  the 
botanical  inquiries  on  which  he  was  employed  by  that  govern- 
ment: and  thus  failed  the  second  attempt  for  exploring  that  re- 
gion. 

In  1803;  the  act  for  establishing  trading  houses  w ith  the  Indian 
tribes  being  about  to  expire,  some  modifications  of  it  were  recom- 
mended to  Congress,  by  a confidential  message  of  January  18th, 
and  an  extension  of  its  views  to  the  Indians  on  the  Missouri.  In 
Older  to  prepare  the  way,  the  message  proposed  the  sending  an  ex- 
ploring party  to  trace  the  Missouri  to  its  source,  to  cross  the  High- 
landsvand  follciVv  the  best  water  communication  which  offered  it- 
self. from  thence  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  Congress  approved  the  pro- 
portion. and  vote  d a sum  of  money  for  carrying  it  into  execution. 
Capt.  Lewis,  who  iiad  then  been  near  two  y ears  with  me  as  private 
secretary,  iiumedi  <tely  renewed  hi?  solicitations  to  have  the  direc- 
tion of  the  party,  I had  now  had  opportunities  of  knowing  him 
intimately.  Of  courage  undaunted;  po  sessing  a thinness  and 
perseverance  of  purpose  which  nothing  hut  impossibilities  could 
divert  from  its  direction;  careful  as  a father  of  those  committed 
to  his  charge,  yet  steady  in  the  maintenance  of  order  and  discip- 
line; intimate  w ith  the  Indian  character,  customs,  and  principles; 
habituated  to  the  hunting  life;  guarded,  by  exact  observation  of 
the  vegetables  and  animals  of  his  o«  n country,  against  losing 
time  in  the  description  of  effects  already  possessed;  honest,  dis- 
interested liberal,  of  sound  understanding,  and  a fidelity  to  truth 
so  scrupulous,  that  whatever  he  should  report  would  be  as  certain 
as  if  seen  by  ourselves;  with  all  these  qualifications,  as  if  Selected 
and  implanted  by  nature  in  One  body  ioi  this  express  purpose,  I 
could  have  no  hesitation  in  confiding  the  enterprise  to  him.  To 
fill  up  the  measure  desired,  he  wanted  nothing  but  a greater  fa- 
miliarity with  the  technical  laegu  -ge  of  the  natural  sciences,  and 
readiness  in  the  astronomical  observations  necessary  for  the  geo- 
graphy of  hi?  route.  To  acquire  thiit  he  repaired  immediately 
to  Philadelphia  and  placed  himself  under  the  tutorage  of  the 
distinguished  professors  of  that  place,  who  with  a zeal  and  emu- 
lation, enkindled  by  an  ardent  devotion  to  science,  communicated 
so , him  freely  the  information  requisite  for  the  purposes  of  the 
journey  While  attending  too.  at  Lancaster,  the  fabrication  of 
the  arms  with  which  he  chose  that  his  men  should  be  provided, 
he  had  the  be  :efit  of  daily  communication  with  Mr.  Andrew  K.1-; 
licot,  whose  experience  in  a-tionoruical  observation,  and  practice 
of  it  in  the  woods,  enabled  him  to  apprise  Captain  Lewis  of  the 
wants  and  difficulties  he  would  encounter,  and  of  the  substitutes 
and  resources  offered  by  a w oodland  and  uninhabited  country. 

.Deeming  it  necessary  he  should  have  some  person  w ith  him  of 
known  competence  to  the  direction  of  the  enterprise,  in  the  event 
of  accident  to  himself,  he  proposed  William  Clarke,  brother  of 
General  George  fogers  Claike.  who  was  approved  of  and  with 
that  view,  received  a commission  of  captain. 

In  April  1803.  a draft  of  bis  instructions  was  sent  to  Captain 
Lewis,  and  on  the  twentieth  of  June  they  were  signed  in  the  fol- 
lowing form: 

‘ To  Meriwether  Lewis,  esquire,  captain  of  the  first  regiment 
of  infantry  of  the  United  Statesof  America. 

“Your  situation  as  secretary  of  'he  President  of  the  United 
States,  has  made  you  acquainted  with  the  objects  of  my  confiden 
tial  message  of  January  18,  1803.  t the  legislature;  you  have 
seen  the  act  » hey  passed,  which  though  expressed  in  general 
terms,  was  meant  to  sanction  those  objects,  and  you  are  appoint* 
ed  to  carry  them  into  execution. 

“Instruments  for  ascertaining,  bv  celestial  observation,  the  geo- 
graphy of  tlie  country  through  which  you  will  pass,  have  been 
ahead*  provided.  Light  articles  for  barter  and  presents  among 
tht  Indians,  arms  fer  your  attendants,  say  for  front  ten  to  twelve 


men,  boats,  tents,  and  other  travelling  apparatus,  with  ammuni- 
tion, medicine,  surgical  instruments, and  piovisions,  you  w ill  have 
prepared  with  such  stids  as  the'  secretary  at  war  can  yield  in  his 
department;  and  from  him  atso  you  w ill  receive  authority  to  en- 
gage among  our  troops,  by  voluntary  agreement  the  number  of 
attendants  above  mentioned;  over  whom  you,  as  their  command- 
ing officer,  are  invested  with  all  the  powers  the  laws  givt  in  such 
a case. 

“As  your  movements,  while  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  wifi  be  better  directed  by  occasional  communications  adapt- 
ed to  circumstances,  as  they  arise,  they  wilt  not  be  noticed  here. 
What  follows  will  respect  your  proceedings  after  your  departure 
from  the  United  States. 

“Your  mission  has  been  communicated  to  the  ministers  here 
from  France,  Spain,  and  Great  Britain,  and  through  them  to  their 
governments:  and  such  assurances  given  them  as  to  its  objects, as 
we  trust  will  satisfy  them.  The  country  of  Louisiana  lmving 
been  ceded  by  Spain  to  France,  the  passport  you  have  from  the 
minister  of  France,  the  representative  of  the  present  sovereign  of 
the  country,  will  be  a protection  with  all  its  subjects;  and  that 
from  the  minister  of  England  will  entitle  you  to  the  friendly  aid 
of  any  traders  of  that  allegiance  with  whom  you  may  happen  to 
meet. 

“The  object  of  your  mission  is  to  explore  the  Missouri  river, 
and  such  principal  streams  of  it,  as  by  its  course  and  commmu- 
cation  with  the  waters  of  the  Pacific  ocean,  whether  the  Colum- 
bia, Ore  .'.an.  Colorado,  or  any  other  liver,  may  offer  the  most  direct 
and  praticable  water  communication  across  the  continent,  tor  the 
purposes  of  commerce. 

“Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri;  you  will  take  obser- 
vations of  latitude  and  longitude,  at  all  remarkable  po  uts  on  the 
iver,  and  especially  at  the  mouths  of  rivers,  at  rapids,  at  islands, 
and  other  places  and  objects  distinguished  by  -uch  natural  marks 
aucl  characters  of  a durable  kind,  as  that  they  may  with  certainty 
be  recognized  hereafter.  The  courses  of  the  river  betw  een  these 
points  of  observation  may  be  supplied  by  the  compass,  the  log- 
iine,  and  by  time  corrected  by  the  observations  themselves.  The 
variations  of  the  needle,  too,  in  different  places  should  ue  noticed. 

“ The  interesting  points  of  the  portage  between  the  heads  of 
the  Missouri,  and  of  the  water  offering  the  best  communication 
with  the  Pacific  ocean,  should  also  be  fixed  by  observation,  and 
the  course  of  that  water  to  the  ocean,  in  the  same  manner  as  that 
of  the  Missouri. 

Your  observations  are  to  be  taken  with  great  pains  ai  d accu- 
racy; to  be  entered  distinctly  and  intelligibly  for  others  as 
wi  ll  as  yourself,  to  comprehend  all  the  elements  necessary,  w ith 
the  aid  of  the  usual  tables,  to  fix  the  latitude  ai  d longitude  of  tlie 
places  at  which  they  were  taken;  and  arc  tube  rendered  to  the 
war  office,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  calculations  made  con- 
currently by  proper  persons  within  the  United  States.  Several 
copies  of  these,  as  well  as  other  notes,  should  be  made  at  leisure 
times,  and  put  into  the  care  of  the  most  trust.worthy  of  your  at 
tendauts.  to  guard,  by  multiplying  them,  against  the  accidental 
losses  to  which  they  will  be  exposed.— A further  guard  would  be, 
that  one  of  these  copies  be  on  the  citicula  membranes  of  the 
paper-birch,  as  less  liable  to  injury  from  damp  than  common  pa- 
per. 

“ The  commerce  which  may  be  carried  on  with  the  people  in. 
habiting  the  line  you  will  pursue,  renders  a knowledge  of  ihose 
people  important.  You  will  therefore  endeavor  to  make  yourself 
acquainted,  as  far  as  a diligent  pursuit  of  your  journey  shall  ad- 
mit, with  the  names  of  the  nations  and  their  number. 

“ The  extent  and  limits  of  their  possessions; 

“Their  relations  with  other  tribes  or  nations; 

“Their  language,  traditions,  monuments; 

“Their  otdinary  occupations  in  agriculture,  fishing,  hunting, 
war,  arts,  and  implements  for  these; 

“ 1 heir  food,  clothing,  and  domestic  accommodations; 

“The  diseases  prevalent  among  them,  and  the  remedies  they 
use; 

‘Moral  and  physical  circumstances  which  distinguish  them 
from  the  tribes  we  know; 

“Peculiarities  in  their  laws,  customs  and  dispositions; 

“And  articles  of  commerce  they  may  need  or  furnish,  and  t» 
what  extent. 

“And.  considering  the  interest  which  every  nation  has  in  extend- 
ing and  strengthening  the  authority  of  reason  and  justice  among 
the  people  around  them,  it  will  lie  useful  to  acquire  what  know- 
ledge you  can  of  the  state  of  morality,  religion,  and  information 
among  them;  as  it  may  better  enable  those  who  may  endeavor  to, 
civilize  and  instruct  them,  to  adapt  measures  to  die  existing  no- 
tion? and  practices  of  those  on  whom  they  are  to  operate. 

“Other  objects  worthy  of  notice  will  be— 

“The  soii  and  face  of  the  country,  its  growth  and  vegetable 
productions,  especially  those  not  of  die  United  States; 

“Tlie  animals  of  the  country  generally,  and  especially  those  not 
in  the  United  States; 

“The  remains  and  accounts  of  any  which  may  be  deemed  rare 
or  extinct; 

“The  mineral  productions  of  every  kind,  but  move  particularly 
metals,  lime  stone,  pit-coal,  and  saltpetre;  salines  and  mineral 
waters,  noting  the  temperature  of  the  last,  and  such  circumstan- 
ces  as  may  indicate  dieir  character; 

“Volcanic  appearances; 

“Climate,  as  characterized  by  the  thermometer,  by  the  propor- 
tion of  rainy,  cioudy, and  clear  days;  by  lightening,  hail,  snow, 
ice;  by  the  access  and  recess  of  frost;  by  the  winds  prevailing  at 
different  seasons;  the  dates  at  which  particular  plants  put  forth, 
or  lose  their  flower  or  leaf;  times  of  appearance  of  particular 
birds,  reptiles  ov  insects. 

“Although  your  route  will  be  along  the  channel  of  theMissaU'- 
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iff,  yet  you  will  endeavor  to  inform  yourself,  by  inquiry,  of  the 
character  and  extent  of  the  country  watered  by  its  branches,  and 
especially  on  its  southern  side.  The  North  river,  or  Rio  Bravo, 
which  runs  into  the  gulph  of  Mexico,  and  the  North  river,  or 
Rio  Colorado,  which  rfms  into  tlu*  gulph  of  California,  are  un. 
derstood  to  be  the  principal  streams  heading  op  (unite  the  waters 
of  the  Missouri, and  running  southwardly.  VVliethtr  the  ei rul- 
ing grounds  between  the  Missouri  and  them  are  mountains  or  flat 
lands,  what  are  their  distance  from  the  Missouri,  the  character  of 
the  intermediate  country, and  the  people  inhabiting  it,  are  worthy 
of  particular  inquiry.  The  northern  waters  of  the  Missouri  are 
less  to  lie  inquired  after,  because  they  have  been  ascertained  to  a 
considerable  degree,  and  are  still  in  a course  of  ascertainment  by 
English  traders  and  travellers;  but  if  you  ca  t learn  any  thing 
certain  of  the  most  northern  source  of  the  Mississipi.  and  of  ns 
position  relatively  to  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  it  will  be  inter- 
esting to  us.  Some  accounts  too  of  the  pah  of  the  Canadian 
traders  from  the  Mississippi,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ouisconsiug  to 
where  it  strikes  the  Missouri,  and  of  the  soil  and  rivers  in  its 
course  is  desirable. 

In  all  vour  intercourse  with  the  natives,  treat  them  in  the  most 
friendly  and  conciliatory  manner  which  their  own  conduct  will 
admit;  allay  ail  jealousies  as  to  the  object  of  your  journey;  satisfy 
them  of  its  innocence;  make  them  acquainted  with  the  position, 
extent,  character,  peaceable  and  commercial  dispositions  jof  the 
United  States;  of  our  wish  to  be  neighborly,  friendly,  and  useful 
to  theuu,  and  of  our  disposition  to  a commercial  intercourse  with 
them;  confer  with  them  on  the  points  most  convenient  as  mutual, 
emporiums,  and  the  articles  of  most  desirable  interchange  for 
them  and  us.  If  a few  of  their  influential  chiefs,  within  prac- 
ticable distance,  wish  to  visit  us,  arrange  «uch  a visi’  with  th.m, 
and  furnish  them  with  authority  to  call  on  our  officers  on  enter- 
ing the  United  States,  to  have  them  conveyed  to  this  place  at  the 
public  expense.  If  any  -.<f  them  should  wish  to  have  some  of 
their  people  brought  up  with  us  and  taught  such  arts  as  may  be 
useful  to  them  we  w ill  receive,  instruct,  and  take  care  of  them. 
Such  a mission,  whether  of  influential  chiefs,  or  of  young  people 
would  give  some  security  to  your  own  party.  Carry  with  you, 
so  iif.  m uter  of  the  kiae-pox;  i norm  those  of  them  with  whom 
you  mar  lx  o:  its  efficacy  as  a preservative  from  the  small-pox, 
and  instruct  ad  encourage  them  in  the  use  of  it.  This  maybe- 
especially  done  wherever  you  winter. 

;*As  ii  is  impossible  torus  to  foresee  in  what  manner  you  will 
be  received  by  those  people,  whether  with  hospitality  or  hostility, 
so  is  -It  impossible  to  prescribe  the  exact  degree  of  perseverance 
with  which  jou  are  to  pursue  your  journey.  We  value  too  much 
the  lives  of  ci  izrnsio  offer  them  to  probable  destruction.  Your 
numbers  will  be  sufficient  to  secure  you  against  the  unauthoriz- 
ed opposition  of  individuals  or  of  small  parties;  but  if  a superior 
force,  authorized  or  not  authorized,  by  a nation,  should  be  array- 
ed against  your  further  passage,  and  inflexibly  determined  to  ar- 
rest it,  you  mu-t  decline  its  further  pursuit  and  return.  In  the 
Joss  of  yourselves  we  should  lose  also  the  information  you  will 
have  required.  By  returning  safely  with  tha',  you  may  enable 
us  to  renew  the  essav  with  better  calculated  means.  To  your 
own  discretion,  therefore,  must  be  left  the  degree  of  danger  you 
may  ri,k,  and  the  point  at  which  you  should  decline,  only  saying, 
we  wish  you  to  err  on  the  side  of  your  safety,  and  to  bring  back 
your  party  safe,  even  if  it  be  with  less  information. 

“As  far  up  the  Missouri  as  the  white  settlements  extend,  an 
intercourse  will  probably  be  found  to  exist  between  them  and  the 
Spanish  pests  of  St.  Louis  opposite  Cahokia,  or  St.  Genevieve 
opposite  Kaskaskia.  From  still  further  up  the  river,  the  traders  ] 
may  furnish  a conveyance  for  letters.  Beyond  that  you  may  per- 
haps be  able  to  engage  Indians  to  bring  your  letters  for  the 
government  to  Cahokia,  or  Kaskaskia,1  on  promising  that  they 
shall  there  receive  such  special  compensation  as;  you  shall  have 
stipulated  with  them.  Avail  yourself  of  these  means  to  commu- 
nicate to  us,  at  seasonable  intervals,  a copy  of  your  journal,  notes 
and  observations  of  every  kind,  putting  into  cypher  whatever 
might  do  in  jury  if  betrayed. 

“Should  yon  reach  the  Pacific  ocean,  inform  yourself  of  the 
circumstances  which  may  decide  whether  the  furs  of  those  parts 
may  not  be  collected  as  advantageously  at  the  head  of  the  Mis- 
souri (convenient  as  is  supposed  to  the  waters  of  the  Colorado 
and  Oregon  or  Colombia)  as  at  Nootka  Sound,  or  any  other  point 
of  that  coast;  oral  t at  trade  be  consequently  conducted  through 
the  Missouri  and  United  States  more  beneficially  than  by  the 
circum-navigation  now  practise. 

“On  your  arrival  on  that  coast,  endeavour  td  learn  if  their  be  I 
any  port  within  your  reach  frequented  by  the  sea  vessels  of  any 
nation,  and  to  send  two  of  your  trusty  p ople  back  by  sea.  in  such 
way  as  shall  appear  practicable,  with  a copy  of  your  notes;  ami 
should  you  be  of  opinion  that  the  return  of  your  party  by  the 
way  they  went  will  be  imminently  dangerous;  then  ship  the 
whole,  and  return  by  sea,  by  the  way  either  of  Cape  Horn,  or  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  as  you  shall  be  able.  As  you  will  oe  with- j 
out  money,  clothes,  or  provisions,  you  must  endeavour  to  use  the  I 
credit  of  the  United  Stares  to  obtain  them;  for  which  purpose  ■ 
open  letters  of  credit  shall  be  furnished  you,  authorizing  you  to  ! 
draw  on  the  executive  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  its  officers, 
in  any  part  of  the  world,  in  which  draughts  can  be  disposed  of,  I 
and  to  apply  w ith  our  recommendations  to  the  consuls,  agents, : 
merchants,  or  citizens  of  any  nation  with  which  w;e  have  inter- j 
course,  assuring  them,  in  our  name,  that  any  aids  they  may  fur- 1 
nish  you  shall  be  honorably  repaid,  and  on  demaud.  Our  consuls. 
Thomas  Hewes.at  Batavia,  in  Java,'  William  Buchanan,  in  the 
Isles  of  France  and  Bourbon,  and  John  Eimslie,  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  will  be  able  to  sypply  your  necessities,  by  draughts ! 
cn  uj, 


“Should  you  find  it  safe  to  return  by  the  wav  you  go,  after 
sciuii1  g two  of  your  party  round  by  sea",  or  with  your  whole  par- 
ty, if  no  conveyance  by  sea  can  be  found,  tlu  so;  making  such  ob- 
servations on  your  return  as  may  serve  to  supply,  correct,  or  con- 
firm those  made  on  our  outward  journey. 

“On  re-entering  th.1  United  States  and  reaching  a place  of 
safety,  discharge  any  . f your  attendants  who  may  desire  and  de- 
j serve  it,  procuring  lor  them  immediate  payment  of  all  arrears  of 
pay  and  clothing  which  may  have  incurred  since  their  departure, 
and  assu.e  them  that  they  slwll  be  recommi  ndul  to  the  liberality, 
of  the  legislature  for  she  grunt  of  a soldier’s  portion  of  land 
each,  as  proposed  in  my  message  to  congiess,  and  repair  yourself, 
with  your  papers,  to  the  seat  of  government. 

“To  provide,  on  the  accident  of  your  death,  against  anarchy, 
dispei sion.  and  the  consequent  danger  to  your  party,  and  total 
failure,  of  the  enterprise,  you  are  hereby  authorized,  by  any  in- 
strument signed  and  written  iu  your  own  hand,  to  name  tlu-  per* 

1 son  among  them  who  sh  nl  succeed  to  the  command  on  your  de- 
cease, and  by  like  instruments  to  change  the  nomination,  from 
time  to  time,  as  further  experience  of  the  characters  accompany- 
ing you  shall  point  out  superior  fitness;  and  all  the  powers  and 
authorities  given  to  yourself  are,  i..  the  even,  of  your  death 
transferred  to,  and  vested  in  the  successor  so  named,  w ith  further 
power  to  him  and  his  successors,  in  like  manner  to  name  each 
his  successor,  who,  on  the  death  of  his  predecessor,  shall  be  in- 
vested with  all  the  powers  and  authorities  given  to  yourself. 
Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  twentieth 
day  of  J tine,  1303. 

“THOMAS  JEFFERSON, 
“President  of  tlu:  United  States  of  America  ” 

While  these  things  were  going  ou  here,  the  country  of  Louisi- 
ana, lately  ceded  by  Spain  to  France,  had  been  the  subject  of  ne- 
gotiation at  Paris  between  us  and  this  last  power;  and  had  actu- 
ally been  transferred  to  us  by  treaties  executed  at  Paris  on  the 
30tli  of  April.  This  information,  received  about  the  1st  day  of 
July,  increased  infinitely  the  interest  we  felt  in  the  expedition, 
and  lessened  the  apprehensions  of  interruption  from  other  pow- 
ers. Every  thing  in  this  quarter  being  now  prepared,  captain 
Lew  s left  Washington  on  the  5th  of  July,  1803,  and  proceeded 
to  Pittsburg,  where  other  articles  bad  been  ordered  to  be  provid- 
ed for  him.  i’he  men  too  were  to  be  selected  from  the  military 
stations  0:1  the  Ohio.  Delays  of  preparation,  difficulties  of  na- 
vigation down  the  Ohio,  and  other  untoward  obstructions,  re- 
tarded Ills  arrival  at  Cahokia  y til  the  season  was  so  tar  advanc- 
ed a<  to  render  it  prudent  to  suspend  bis  entering  the  Missouri 
before  the  ice  should  break  up  in  the. succeeding  spring- 

From  this  time  his  journal,  now  published,  will  give  the  histo- 
ry of  bis  journey  to  and  from  the  Pacific  ocean,  until  his  return 
to  St.  Loiiis  on  the  23d  of  September,  1806.  Never  did  a similar 
event  excite  more  joy  through  the  United  States.  The  humblest 
of  their  citizens  had  taken  a lively  interest  in  the  issue  of  this 
journey,  and  looked  forward  with  impatience  for  the  information 
it  would  furnish.  Their  anxieties  too  for  the  safety  of  the  corps 
had  been  kept  in  a state  of  excitement  by  lugubrious  rumours, 
circulated  from  time  to  time  on  uncertain  authorities,  and  un- 
coimadieted  by  letters,  or  other  direct  information,  from  the 
time  they  had  left  the  Mandan  towns,  on  their  ascent  up  the 
river  in  April  of  the  preceding  year,  1805,  until  their  actual  re- 
turn to  Si-  Louis. 

It  was  the  middle  of  February.  1807,  before  captain  Lewis, 
with  his  companion  captain  Clarke,  reached  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, where  congress  was  then  in  session.  That  body  granted 
to  iiie  two  chiefs  and  their  followers  the  donation  of  lands  which 
they  hae  been  encouraged  to  expect  in  reward  of  their  toil  and 
dangers.  Captain  Lewis  was  soon  after  appointed  governor  of 
Louisiana,  and  captain  Clarke  a general  of  its  militia, and  agent 
o!  the  United  Slates  for  Indian  affairs  in  that  department. 

A considerable  time  inte.  veiled  before  the  governor’s  arrival  at 
St.  Louis.  He  f omul  die  territory  distracted  by  feuds  and  con- 
tentions among  the  officers  of  the  government,  and  the  people 
themselves  divided  by  these  into  fictions  and  parties.  He  de- 
termined at  once  to  take  no  side  with  either;  but  to  use  every  en- 
jdenyor  to  conciliate  and  harmonize  them.  The  even-handed 
justice  he  administered  to  all  soon  established  a respect  for  Iris 
person  and  authority;  and  perseverance  and  time  wore  down 
animosities,  and  reunited  the  citizens  again  into  one  family. 

Governor  Lewis  had,  from  early  life,  been  subject  to  hypo- 
chondriac affections.  It  was  a constitutional  disposition  in  all 
the  nearer  branches  of  the  family  of  his  name,  arid  was  more 
immediately  inherited  bv  him  from  his  father.  I bey  bad 
not,  however,  been  so  strong  as  to  give  uneasiness  to  his  fami- 
ly. While  he  lived  with  me  in  Washington,  I observed  at  times 
sensible  depressions  of  mind:  but  knowing  tluir  constitutional 
source,  l estimated  their  course  by  what  I had  seen  in  the  fami- 
ly. During  his  western  expedition,  the  constant  exertion  which 
that  requited  of  all  the  faculties  of  body  and  mind  suspended 
these  distressing  affections;  but  after  his  establishment  at  St. 
Louis  in  sedentary  occupations,  they  returned  upon  him  with 
redoubled  vigour,  and  began  seriously  to  alarm  his  friends.  He 
was  in  a paioxysin  of  one  of  these,  when  his  affairs  rendered  it  - 
necessary  for  him  to  go  to  Washington.  He  proceeded  to  the  /- 
Chickasaw  Bluffs,  where  he  arrived  on  the  sixteenth  of  Septem- 
ber, 1809,  with  a view  of  continuing  his  journey  thence  by  wa- 
ter. Mr.  Neely,  ageut  of  the  United  Suites  w ith  the  Ch.ckasaw 
Indians,  arriving  there  two  days  after,  found  him  extremely  in- 
disposed, and  betraying  at  times  some  symptoms  of  a derange* 
ment  of  mind.  The  minors  of  a war  with  England,  and  appre- 
hensions that  he  might  lose  the  papers  he  was  bringing. ou, 
among  which  were  the  vouchers  of  his  public  accounts,  and  the 
journals  and  papers  of  his  western  expedition,  induced  him  hevc' 
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*0  change  his  mind,  and  to  take  his  course  by  land  through  the 
Chickasaw  country.  Although  he  appeared  somewhat,  relieved, 
Mr.  Neely  kindly  determined  to  accompany  and  watch  over  him. 
Unfortunately,  at  their  encampment,  after  having  passed  the 
Tennessee  one  day’s  journey,  they  lost  two  horses,  which  oblig- 
ing Mr.  Neely  to  halt  for  their  recovery,  the  governor  proceeded, 
Tinder  a promise  to  wait  for  him  at  the  house  of  the  first  white 
inhabitant  on  his  road.  He  stopped  at  the  house  of  a Mr.  Grind- 
er, who  not  being  at  home,  his  wife,  alai  med  at  the  symptoms  of 
derangement  she  discovered,  gave  him  up  the  house  and  retired 
to  rest  herself  in  an  out-house,  the  governors  and  Neely’s  ser- 
vants lodging  in  another.  About  three  o’clock  in  the  night  he 
did  the  deed  which  plunged  his  friends  into  affliction,  and  de- 
prived his  country  of  one  of  her  most  valued  citizens,  whose 
valour  and  intelligence  would  have  been  now  employed  in 
avenging  the  wrongs  of  his  country,  and  in  emulating  by  land 
the  splendid  deeds  which  have  honored  her  arms  on  the  ocean. 
It  lost  too  to  the  nation  the  benefit  of  receiving  from  his  own 
hand  the  narrative  now  offered  them  of  his  sufferings  and  suc- 
cesses, in  endeavoring  to  extend  for  them  the  boundaries  of 
tcieheo,  and  to  present  to  their  knowledge  that  vast  and  fertile 
country,  which  their  sons  are  destined  to  fill  with  aits,  with 
science,  with  freedom  and  happiness. 

To  this  melan8holy  close  of  the  life  of  one,  whom  posterity 
will  declare  not  to  have  lived  in  vain,  I have  only  to  add,  that 
all  the  facts  I have  stated  are  either  known  to  myself,  or  commu- 
nicated by  his  family  or  others,  for  whose  truth  I have  no  hesi- 
tation to  make  myself  responsible;  and  I conclude  with  tender, 
ing  you  the  assurances  of  my  respect  and  consideration. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

Mr.  Paul  Allen,  Philadelphia. 


Gen.  Charles  Scott, 

Lately  deceased,  was,  says  the  Kentucky  Reporter,  the  last  Rev- 
olutionary Officer  of  his  grad  e.  The  inestimable  worth  of  this 
veteran  soldier  and  patriot  is  recorded  upon  materials  more  dura- 
ble than  marble:  he  will  live  in  the  memory  of  his  country  as  long 
as  history  or  tradition  shall  hand  down  to  posterity  the  epoch  of 
her  liberty. 

He  engaged,  at  the  age  of  17,  as  a common  soldier  in  the  war 
which  terminated  by  the  peace  of  1763-  He  was  soon  distinguish- 
ed by  his  active  vigilance  and  daring  intrepidity.— He  rose  to  a 
Serjeant,  and  for  a considerable  time  was  employed  with  a small 
party  in  traversing  the  western  wilds,  and  procuring  intelligence 
©f  the  movements  of  the  French  and  savages.  General,  then  Colo- 
nel Washington,  who  commanded  the  Virginia  troops,  had  him 
promoted  towards  the  close  of  the  war  to  an  Ensigncy.  On  the 
breaking  out  of  the  revolutionary  war,  and  when  Governor  Dun- 
more  fled,  he  was  among  the  first  who  raised  a volunteer  company, 
com  posed  of  the  most  respectable  Virginians,  and  pursued  him.  He 
distinguished  himself  at  the  battle  of  the  Bridge,  when  Captain 
Fordyce  was  killed.  General  Washington,  ever  the  friend  of  his 
country  and  of  worth,  soon  procured  him  the  command  of  a regi- 
ment, in  the  Virginia  continental  line;  he  was  always  assigned  the 
post  of  honour,  being  deputed  on  the  most  hazardous  enterprises, 
and  so  well  did  he  acquit  himself,  that  he  was  the  favorite  disci- 
ple of  his  great  master.  A proof  of  this  confidence  was  given  in 
being  employed  to  conduct  the  several  campaigns  against  the 
3ndians  from  this  coxintnj. 

It  owes  him  much.  It  made  him  Chief  Magistrate  at  an  advanc- 
ed age,  as  a testimony  of  its  gratitude.  How  well  he  fulfilled  our 
Expectations,  how  true  to  what  he  believed  our  country’s  interest, 
no  one  here  is  ignorant.  He  retired  from  office  amidst  the  plau- 
dits of  the  state;  not  till  he  had  roused  her  choicest  sons,  and 
awakened  that  spirit  for  the  prosecution  of  the  existing  war  in 
defence  of  our  rights,  which  has  shed  a blaze  of  glory  on  the  world. 
With  the  firmness  of  a hero,  he  had  the  affections  of  a child.  He 
lived  only  for  his  country  and  his  friends.  He  died  poor,  covered 
•with  honor.  Rea  der,  look  over  his  life,  and  go  thou  and  do  like 
v/ise! 


DEATH  AND  CHARACTER 

OF  COLONEL  ISAAC  HAYNE. 

( From  Ramsay's  History  of  the  Revolution  in  South  Carolina.) 

As  soon  as  the  American  army  obtained  repossession  of  the 
country,  the  inhabitants  after  returning  to  their  former  allegiance 
resolutely  put  all  to  risk  in  support  of  independence.  Though 
the  British,  in  the  career  of  their  conquests,  bad  inculcated  the 
necessity  and  propriety  of  transferring  allegiance  fiom  the  van- 
quished to  the  victor,  yet  they  treated  with  the  utmost  severity 
those  unfortunate  men,  when  in  their  power,  who,  having  once 
accepted  of  British  protection  acted  on  those  very  principles  in 
afterwards  rejoining  their  victorious  countrymen. 

Among  the  si  ffarers  on  this  score,  the  illustrious  Col.  Hayne 
•tands  conspicuous  During  the  siege  of  Charleston  that  gentle- 
man served  his  country  in  a corps  of  military  horse.  After  the  ca- 
pitulation, there  being  no  American  army  in  the  State,  and  the 
prospect  of  one  being  both  distant  and  uncertain,  no  alternative 
wa*  left  but  either  to  abandon  hi*  family',  and  property,  or  to 


surrender  to  the  conquerors.  This  hard  dilemma,  together  with 
well  founded  information,  that  others  in  similar  circumstance! 
had  been  paroled  to  tlieir  plantations,  weighed  with  Col.  Hayne 
so  far  as  to  induce  a conclusion  that,  instead  of  waiting  to  be  cap- 
tured, it  would  be  both  more  safe  and  more  honorable  to  come 
within  the  British  lines  and  surrender  himself  a voluntary  priso- 
ner. Reports  made  of  his  superior  infiuence  and  abilities,  uni- 
formly exerted  in  the  American  cause,  operated  with  the  conquer- 
ors to  refuse  hint  a parole,  though  they  were  in  the  liablt  of  daily 
granting  that  indulgence  to  others  of  the  inhabitants.  To  his 
great  astonishment  he  was  told,  ‘That  lie  must  either  become  a 
British  subject,  or  submit  to  close  confinement.”  To  be  arrest- 
ed and  detained  in  the  capita),  was  to  himself  not  an  intolerable 
evil:  but  to  abandon  both  his  family  to  the  small  pox,  a disease 
then  raging  in  the  neighborhood,  and  which  in  a short  time  after 
proved  mortal  to  his  wife  and  two  children,  and  to  the  insults  and 
depredations  of  the  royal  army,  was  too  much  foi  a lender  hus- 
band and  fond  parent.  To  acknowledge  himself  the  subject  of  a 
King  whose  government  he  had  from  principle  renounced,  was  re- 
pugnant to  his  feelings;  but  without  this  he  w as  cut  otf  from  every 
prospect  of  a return  to  his  family.  In  this  embarrassing  situation 
he  waited  on  the  author  of  this  history,  with  a declaration  to  the 
following  effect:  ‘-If  the  British  would  grant  me  the  indulgence 
which  we,  in  the  day  of  our  power,  gave  their  adherents,  of  re- 
moving my  family  and  property,  1 would  seek  an  asylum  in 
the  remotest  corner  of  the  United  States  rather  than  submit 
to  their  government;  but  as  they  allow  no  other  alternative  than 
submission  or  confinement  in  the  capital,  at  a distance  from  my 
wife  and  family,  at  a time  when  they  are  in  the  most  pressing 
need  for  my  presence  and  support.  I must  for  the  present  yield 
to  the  demands  of  the  conquerors.  1 request  you  to  bear  in 
mind,  tliat  previous  to  my  taking  this  step.  1 declare,  that  it  is 
contrary  to  my  inclination,  and  forced  on  me  by  hard  necessity. 
I never  wll  bear  arms  against  my  country.  My  new  masters  can 
require  no  service  of  me  but  what  is  enjoined  by  the  old  militia 
law  of  the  province,  which  substitutes  a fine  in  lieu  of  personal 
service.  That  I will  pay  as  the  price  of  my  protection.  It 
my  conduct  should  be  censured  by  my  countrymen,  I beg  that 
you  would  remember  this  conversation  and  bear  witness  for  me, 
that  I do  not  mean  to  desert  the  cause  of  America.” 

In  this  state  of  distress  Col.  Hayne  subscribed  to  a declaration 
of  his  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  but  not  without 
expressly  objecting  to  the  clause  which  required  him  “with  his 
arms  to  -support  the  Royal  government.”  The  commandant  of 
the  garrison.  Brigadier  General  Patterson,  and  James  Simpson, 
Iutendantof  the  British  police,  assured  him  that  this  would  never 
be  required,  and  added  farther,  ‘ that  when  the  regular  forces 
could  not  defend  the  country  without  the  aid  of  its  iiiliabitants,  it 
would  be  high  time  for  the  Royal  army  to  quit.” 

Having  submitted  to  their  government, he  readily  obtained  per- 
mission to  return  to  his  family.  In  violation  of  the  special  condi- 
tions under  which  he  subscribed  the  declaration  of  his  allegiance, 
he  was  repeatedly  called  on  to  take  arms  against  his  countrymen, 
and  was  finally  threatened  with  close  confinement  in  case  of  far- 
ther refusal.  This  open  breach  of  contract,  together  with  the 
inability  of  the  late  conquerors  to  give  him  that  protection  which 
was  as  a compensation  for  his  allegiance,  the  Americans  having 
regained  that  .part  of  (lie  State  in  which  he  resided,  induced  him, 
to  consider  himself  released  from  all  engagements  to  the  British 
commanders.  The  inhabitants  of  the  neighborlrood,  who  had  also 
revolted,  subscribed  a petition  to  Gen.  Pickens,  praying  that  Col. 
Hayne  might  be  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  regiment. 
Having  resumed  his  arms,  and  the  tide  of  conquest  being  fairly 
turned  in  the  short  space  of  thirteen  months  after  the  surrender  of 
Charleston,  he  was  sent  in  the  month  of  July,  1781,  with  a small 
party  to  reconnoitre.  They  penetrated  within  seven  miles  of  the 
capital— took  General  Williamson  prisoner,  and  retreated  to  the 
head  quarters  of  the  regiment.  This  was  the  same  Williamson, 
who  having  been  an  active  and  useful  officer  in  the  militia  of 
South.Carolina  from  the  commencement  of  <he  war  to  the  sur- 
render of  Charleston  in  May.  1780,  became,  soon  after  that 
event,  a British  subject.  Such  was  the  anxiety  of  the  British 
commandant  to  rescue  General  Williamson,  that  he  ordered  his 
whole  cavalry  on  this  business.  Col.  Hayne  unfortunately  fell 
in  to  their  hands.  Though  he  had  conducted  himself  peaceably 
while  under  the  British  government,  and  had  injured  no  man 
yet  for  having  resumed  his  arms,  for  accepting  British  protection, 
he  was,  when  brought  to  Charleston,  confined  hi  a loathsome 
provost.  At  first,  he  was  promised  a trial,  and  had  counsel  pre- 
pared to  justify  his  conduct  by  the  laws  of  nations  and  usages  of 
war;  but  this  was  finally  refused.  Had  he  been  considered  as  a 
British  subject,  he  had  an  undoubted  right  to  a trial— if  an  Ameri- 
can officer,  to  his  parole;  blit  in  violation  of  every  principle  of 
the  constitutution.  he  was  ordered  for  execution  by  the  arbitra- 
ry mandate  of  Lord  Rawdon  and  Lieut.  Col.  Balfour. 

The  Royal  Lieutenant  Governor  Bull,  and  a great  number 
of  inhabitants,  both  Loyalists  and  Americans,  interceded  for  his 
life.  The  ladies  of  Charleston  generally  signed  a petition  in  his 
behalf,  in  which  was  introduced  every  delicate  sentiment  that 
was  likely  to  operate  on  the  gallantry  of  officers  or  the  humanity 
of  men.  His  children,  accompanied  by  some  near  relations 
were  presented  on  their  bended  knees  as  humble  suitors  for  tlieir 
father’s  life.  Such  powerful  intercessions  were  made  in  his  fa- 
vor as  touched  many  an  unfeeling  heart,  and  drew  tears  from 
many  a hard  eye;  but  Lord  Rawdon  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bal. 
four  were  inflexible. 

After  bis  fate  was  fixed,  he  was  repeatedly  visited  by  hi* 
friends,  and  conversed  on  various  subjects  with  the  fortitude  of  a 
man,  a philosopher  and  a Christian.  He  particularly  lamented 
that  on  principles  of  reciprocal  reuliajjoD,  his  execution  would 
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probably  be  an  introduction  to  the  shedding  of  so  much  innocent 
blood.  His  children  who  had  lost  their  parent,  were  brought  to 
him  in  tire  place  of  his  confinement,  and  received  from  his  lips 
tlie  dying  advice  of  an  aiiectionatc  father.  On  the  last  evening 
of  liis  lilt;  he  told  a friend, "that  he  was  no  more  alarmed  at  the 
thoughts  of  death  than  at  any  other  occurrence  that  was  necessa- 
ry and  unavoidable.'’  He  requested  those  in  whom  the  supreme 
power  was  vested,  to  accommodate  the  mode  of  his  death  to  his 
feelings  as  an  otHoer;  but  this  was  refused. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fatal  day,  on  receiving  his  summons  to 
proceed  to  the  place  of  execution,  he  delivered  some  papers  to 
his  eldest  son,  a youth  of  about  thirteen  years  of  age— “Present, 
said  he,  “these  papers  to  Mrs.  Edwards,  with  my  request" that  she 
would  forward  them  to  her  brother  in  Congress.  You  will  next 
repair  to  the  place  of  my  execution— receive  my  body,  and  see  it 
decently  interred  among  my  forefathers.”  They  took  a final 
leave.  1 he  procession  began  from  the  Exchange,  in  the  fore- 
noon of  the  fourth  of  August,  1781.  The  streets  were  crowded 
with  thousands  of  anxious  spectators.  He  walked  to  the  place  of 
execution  with  such  decent  firmness,  composure  and  dignity,  as 
to  awaken  the  compassion  of  many,  and  to  command  respect 
from  all.  There  was  a majesty  in  iris  suffering  which  rendered 
him  superior  to  the  pangs  of  death.  VVhen  the  city  barrier  w as 
past  and  the  instrument  of  his  catastrophe  appeared  in  full 
veiw,  a faithful  friend  by  his  side  observed  to  him,  “that  he  hoped 
he  would  exhibit  an  example  of  the  manner  in  which  an  Ameri- 
«au  can  die!”— He  answered  with  the  utmost  tranquillity,  “I  will 
endeavour  to  do  so.”  He  ascended  the  cart  with  a firm  step  and 
a serene  aspect.  He  enquired  of  the  executioner,  who  was  mak- 
ing an  attempt  to  get  up  to  puli  the  cap  over  his  eyes, “wliat  he 
wanted?”  Upon  being  informed  of  his  design,  the  Colonel  re- 
plied. “I  will  save  you  the  trouble,”  and  pulled  it  over  himself. 
He  was  afterwards  asked  whether  he  wished  to  say  any  thing,  to 
which  he  answered.  “I  will  only  take  leave  of  my  friends,  and  be 
ready.”  He  then  affectionately  shook  hands  with  three  gentle- 
men— recommended  his  children  to  their  care— and  then  gave  the 
signal  to  the  cart  to  move. 

Thus  fell,  in  the  bloom  of  life  a brave  officer,  a worthy  citizen, 
a just  and  upright  man,  furnishing  an  example  of  heroism  in 
death  that  extorted  a confession  from  his  enemies,  "‘that  though 
he  did  not  die  in  a good  cause,  he  must  at  least  have  acted  from 
a persuasion  of  its  being  so.” 

The  regular  officers  of  the  continental  army  presented  a peti- 
tion to  General  Greene,  requesting  that  he  would  retaliate  for  the 
execution  of  Colonel  Hayne.  By  this  they  voluntarily  subjected 
themselves  to  all  the  Consequences,  to  which,  in  case  of  capture 
they  would  be  exposed.  General  Greene  soon  after  issued  a pro- 
clamation, threatening  to  make  British  officer*  the  object  of  re- 
taliation. This  encouraged  the  revolted  inhabitants  to  continue 
in  arms,  and  effaced  every  expression  that  was  expected  from  the 
fate  of  Colonel  Hayne.  The  British  interest  gained  no  perma- 
nent advantage,  while  pity  and  revenge  sharpened  the  swords  of 
the  countrymen  and  friends  of  the  much  loved  sufferer. 

Had  this  execution  taken  place  four  or  five  months  sooner,  the 
policy  of  the  measure,  as  tending  to  prevent  a revolt,  would  have 
been  some  apology  for  it;  hut  after  Lord  Rawdon  was  driven 
from  almost  tlie  whole  of  his  posts  in  the  country,  and  the  people 
had  generally  resiuned  their  arms  in  favor  of  America,  it  had 
more  the  appearance  of  the  revenge  of  a disappointed  savage, 
than  of  the  political  severity  of  a conqueror. 


Joel  Barlow,  Esq. 

The  following  Biographical  Notice  of  our  late  Minister , Mr.  Bar- 
l<nt\  was  prepared  fbr  some  of  the  public  papers  of  Europe , and 
has  been  forwarded  to  a distinguished  citizen  of  this  country  bij 
one  f its  'tutfurs.  Translated  from  the  French  for  the 
Richmond  Enquirer . 

Biographical  notice  of  Mr.  Barlow  minister  plenipotentiary 
from  the  United  States  of  America  to  the  Court  of  France. 

The  friend*  of  humanity,  on  the  two  Continents,  have  just 
ground  to  lament  the  loss  of  Mr.  Barlow. 

He  was  born  in  the  year  1757,  at  Heading,  in  tlie  province,  now 
state  of  Connecticut. 

He  was  the  youngest  of  ten  children. 

He  studied  first  at  Dartmouth  college,  New  Hampshire,  and  af- 
terwards at  that  of  New  Haven  in  his  native  state,  Connecticut. 

The  war  of  the  Independence  of  America  broke  out  in  the 
fear  1776. 

Mr,  Barlow  was  as  yet  a student,  and  began  to  distinguish  him- 
•elf  by  pieces  both  in  verse  and  prose,  one  of  which  was  an  elegy 
on  the  death  of  Mr.  Holiner,  a member  of  Congress  and  Supreme 
Judge  of  the  United  States  court  of  appeals. 

In  the  vacation  he  took  up  his  musket  and  went  to  join  his 
four  brothers,  who  were  in  the  American  army,  to  fight  along 
with  them  for  his  country’s  freedom.  He  was  at  the  very  warm 
Action  of  York-Island  where  the  Americans  losing  tlie  field,  made 
an  honorable  retreat,  after  which  they  repaired  their  misfortuue. 

He  was  engaged  in  a coursr  of  law,  when  the  fame  of  his 
learning  and  morality  caused  him  to  be  appointed  Chaplain  of 
brigade  in  the  army  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

He  received  ordination  which  among  the  Presbyterians,  is  no 
more  than  a civil  form,  and  an  impediment  at  no  time  to  the  em- 
bracing of  an)  other  state. 

if*i78|S  ca*)*c*t*r  ®kaplaia  he  attended  the  army  till  the  peace 


In  the  tent  it  was  that  he  began  his  poem  of  the  Columbia*!, 
the  only  epic  that  the  United  have  as  yet  produced. 

By  a zeal  at  once  enlightened,  pious  and  undaunted,  he  gained 
the  friendship  of  the  highest  public  characters  in  the  nation 
both  civil  and  mililtary;  departments  by  no  means  incompatible 
in  the  American  Republic. 

Hut  a tie  far  more  interesting  to  his  heart  was  the  connexion 
which  he  formed  in  178 J,  with  Miss  Baldwin  of  New  Haven,  sis- 
ter to  the  senator  of  that  name. 

After  the  peace,  Mr.  Barlow,  resumed  the  study  of  the  law, 
and  in  1785  entered  the  Bar,  where  he  practised  with  consider- 
able success,  and  acquired  uncommon  celebrity;  the  joint  and 
natural  result  of  extensive  legal  knowledge,  and  sinning  literary 
tale. its. 

The  first  edition  of  his  Fission  of  Columbus,  he  published  in 
1787,  and  in  the  same  year  he  passed  a second  in  England. 

This  raised  the  author’s  reputation  still  higher  in  America  and 
spread  it  over  Europe,  which  he  had  occasion  to  visit  the  follow- 
ing year. 

A w ealthy  arid  respectable  company  had  purchased  from  the 
United  States  betweeu  3 aud  4 million  acres  of  land,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Ohio. 

A part  of  those  lands  they  wished  to  sell  to  foreigners,  and  to 
divide  the  remainder  among  their  stockholders. 

Mr.  Barlow  was  concerned  in  them;  and  he  agreed  to  go  to 
France  to  effect  a negotiation  to  that  purpose,  which  succeeded 
so  well,  tlia*  in  seventeen  years  after,  the  colony  of  Ohio  contain- 
ed a population  of  seventy  thousand  inhabitants,  being  at  this 
day  an  independant  state  forming  a part  of  the  general  confed- 
eration. 

To  be  in  France  at  that  period,  and  not  sensibly  affected  by  tlie 
revolution,  was  a thiug  impossible  for  Mr.  Barlow;  and  wliile  he 
admired  the  energy  with  which  it  was  conducted,  he  was  filled 
with  detestation  of  the  disorders  it  occasioned.  He  tried  to  soften 
its  horrors,  and  compose  the  animosity  of  party  political  pieces, 
for  which  he  has  the  honor  in  return,  of  being  nominated  a 
French  citizen,  together  with  his  countrymen,  the  great  Washing- 
ton, General  Hamilton  and  Sir  James  Mackintosh. 

We  have  before  u»  at  this  moment,  three  pieces  that  he  lias: 
published,  which  show  how  closely  in  his  mind  aud  heart  werein- 
ter woven  the  love  of  his  country,  a real  con«ern  for  France  and 
the  best  principles  of  civilization. 

The  first  is  a letter  of  the  4th  of  February,  1799,  to  the  Execu- 
tive Directory. 

The  next  is  one  to  his  fellow-citizens , of  the  4th  of  March  fol- 
lowing, ou  the  system  oi  policy  then  pursued  by  their  govern- 
ment, and  the  third  letter  is  addressed  to  them,  on  certain  poli- 
tical measures  proposed  for  their  consideration;  that  is  of  the 
20th  of  December,  1799.  ..  . ■ 

l'o  it  he  has  annexed  a memorial  on  maritime  laws,  in  which 
he  lays  down,  with  strength  and  perspicuity,  the  principles  which 
France  has  been  so  long  contending  for  against  England. 

He  is  surprised  that  the  Barbary  powers  show  themselves  in 
this  respect  more  civilized  than  the  most  celebrated  people  of 
Europe. 

They  recognize  the  principle,  that  the  flag  truly  neutral 
ought  to  cover  the  merchandize.  They  do  not  make  war  with* 
out  haring  declared  it.  And  after  the  declaration,  they  allow  a 
delay  of  thirty  days  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  a longer  term  on 
the  ocean,  before  they  commence  hostilities. 

These  were  facts  known  to  Mr.  B.  He  had  then  returned  from 
Algiers,  Tunis  and  Tripoli,  to  which  places  he  was  appointed 
minister  plenipotentiary  by  President  Washington, and  in  which, 
surmounting  the  extreme  difficulty  of  treating  between  a free 
people  and  Barbarian  regencies,  he  had  concluded,  notwith- 
standing the  opposition  of  England,  the  three  first  treaties,  by 
which  those  governments  bound  themselves  to  respect  the  navi- 
gation and  commerce  of  tiie  United  States. 

On  his  return  to  America,  he  engaged,  in  1805,  in  the  plan, 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  conceived,  of  establishing  a University 
at  the  City  of  Washington,  for  the  purpose  ot  affording  the 
youth  of  the  United  States  an  education,  suitable,  comprehensive, 
and  uniform;  calculated  to  promote,  by  a correspondence  of  at- 
tainments, that  harmony  which  it  is  so  important  to  maintain 
between  the  different  members  of  the  Union. 

His  friend  Du  Pont  de  Nemours  had  already,  in  1800,  at  the 
request  of  the  same  Magistrate,  composed  a work  on  the  same 
subject  and  on  the  same  principles,  from  which  several  extracts 
have  been  lately  given  to  the  public  in  the  Annals  of  Educa • 
tion  reduced  by  Mr.  Guizot. 

This  assemblage  of  the  united  labours  of  several  philosophers 
animated  by  the  same  spirit,  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  he  productive 
of  general  advantage.  And  it  must  be  allowed  that  public  edu- 
cation has  already  made  a very  remarkable  progress  in  United 
America 

In  1811,  his  Excellency  Mr.  Madison,  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  the  United  States,  appointed  Mr.  Barlow  their  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  France.  That  choice,  made 
by  the  American  government,  has  had  the  approbation  of  the 
seventeen  United  States.  It  was  determined  by  the  known 
qualifications  of  the  statesman,  which  Mr.  B.  combined  with 
other  advantages:  he  had  rendered  services  to  both  nations;  h« 
was.  by  law,  a citizen  of  both  countries;  he  was  desirous  ol  being 
useful  to  both;  he  considered  them  as  having  the  same  interests, 
as  national  allies;  in  a word,  he  possessed  the  great  advantage  of 
not  having  forgotten,  that  American  independence  had  been 
strenuously  forwarded  by  French  generosity  and  valour. 

In  his  manner  of  negoeiating,  Mr.  B.  was  uncommonly  stead- 
fast; distinguished  hy  a primitive  simplicity  and  firmness,  which, 
though  the  European  politicians  might  regard  them  as  of  the 
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ether  world,  were  by  no  means  displeasing  because  they  were 
accompanied  with  reason  and  candor. 

The  eloquence  of  his  country  has  little  of  the  loftiness  of 
style,  but  is  rich  in  observation  and  powerful  in  argument.  It 
some*  more  to  the  point,  even  than  that  of  the  English  from 
which  it  is  deriyed. 

It  descends  less  into  particulars,  and  disposes  them  more  judi- 
ciously in  their  proper  place.  It  is  supposed  that  the  principal 
articles  of  the  treaty  were  agreed  upon  and  were  sufficient  to  re- 
establish mutual  goodwill,  but  that  it  was  judged  expedient  on 
both  sides  not  to  conclude  without  having  communicated  those 
grounds  to  the  American  government.  How  far  these  opinions 
juay  be  well  founded  or  otherwise,  nobody  can  tell;  they  are 
affairs  of  state.  Mr.  B.  was  called  to  Wilna  to  eonfer  with  the 
Duke  of  Bassano  upon  them.  Returning  thenee,  he  travelled 
night  and  day,  trusting  too  much  to  the  strength  of  his  constitu- 
tion, when  the  opposite  extremes  of  the  intense  cold  of  the  cli- 
mate, and  the  excessive  and  no  less  dreadful  heat  of  the  small 
bouses  of  Jews,  which,  in  Poland,  are  the  only  taverns,  produc- 
ed a violent  inflammation  in  his  breast,  of  which  he  died  at  Zar- 
nowic,  near  Cracow— a victim  to  his  duty,  his  courage  and  his 
zeal. 

Such,  generally,  in  times  of  turbulence  and  exigencyt  is  the 
fate  ot  illustrious  men;  and  particularly  of  those  whose  good  for- 
tune it  is  to  be  blessed  with  a companion  of  the  first  order,  such 
ss  the  disconsolate  Madam  Barlow. 

Two  passions,  deep,  noble,  and  honorable,  receive  twofold  ac- 
cessions or  strength,  the  one  from  the  other:  so  it  is  with  the 
principle  of  public  spirit  and  the  lasting  affection  of  a well  match- 
ed couple.  The  man  wishes  to  merit  his  reward:  and  the  wo- 
man enjoys  it  at  the  risk  of  the  most  bitter  woes.  This  is  the 
expense  at  which  the  best  and  greatest  of  mankind  match  them- 
selves. Of  this  they  may  assure  themselves  before  hand!  They 
will  experience  the  sweetest  comforts  and  the  most  afflicting  dis- 
tresses. But  they  will  rank  among  the  most  exalted,  most  esti- 
mable of  their  species.  It  is  necessary  to  be  prepared  to  under- ! 
go  both  destinies.  Let  no  one  pretend  to  become  a hero  of  his- 
tory, if  he  feel  not  the  courage  of  a hero  of  romance!  And  let 
none  presume  to  imagine  himself  the  latter,  if  he  possess  not 
the  great  sense,  strong  resolutions,  masculine  virtues  and  dignifi- 
ed character  of  the  farmer.  O.'  Sc  D.  P.  de  N. 


Captain  William  Hall. 

From  a Charleston  paper. 

DIED— at  the  High  Hills  of  Santee,  on  the  second  of  February 
2814,  Captain  William  Hall  aged  abont  fifty-seven  years. 

Another  of  those  characters,  who  were  conspicuous  in  our  re- 
volutionary struggle,  and  from  whom  we  derived  our  indepen- 
dence, as  a free  people,  has  descended  to  the  silent  tomb.  At  the 
commencement  of  our  resistance  to  British  usurpation,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  notice  was  detained  in  England,  from  whence  he  made 
bis  escape,  and  arrived  in  Bditon,  where  he  immediately  entered 
car  board  an  American  privateer,  called  the  True  Blue,  commis- 
sioned as  second  lieutenant.  During  several  cruises,  the  priva- 
teer was  successf  ul  and  considerably  annoyed  the  enemy.  He  af- 
terwards came  to  his  native  city,  where  he  received  a prompt  and 
bonoi able  call  in  the  service  of  his  country.  On  the  second  day 
after  his  arrival  he  was  commissioned  as  lieutenant  on  board  the 
Ifotre  Dame,  a brig  of  war,  in  the  service  of  the  state,  carrying 
eighteen  six  pounders.  She  was  quickly  dispatched  for  sea,  and 
iti  a few  days  after  leaving  port,  fell  in  with  a British  brig  of 
sixteen  guns,  which,  after  an  action  of  twenty-five  minutes,  struck 
to  the  Notre  Dame.  She  proved  to  be  a valuable  prize,  loaded 
•with  dry  goods.  Lieutenant  Halt  was  put  on  board  the  brig,  as 
prizemaster,  and  after  escaping  from  the  Daphne  frigate,  in  a 
lengthy  chase,  arrived  safe  in  Georgetown.  Captain  Seymour, 
who  then  commanded  the  Notre  Dame,  resigned,  and  the  com- 
juand  was  given  to  Lieutenant  Hall,  who  at  the  time  was  but 
twenty  years  of  age. 

Early  in  1778  Captain  Hall  was  ordered  with  the  Notre  Dame 
to  join  the  squadron  which  sailed  from  this  port,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Biddle,  in  the  Randolph  frigate  of  thirty-six 
guns,  together  with  the  ship  General  Moultre  of  twenty-guns, 
Captain  Sullivan;  the  brig  Polly,  Captain  Anthony;  ar.d  the  brig 
Fair  American,  Captain  Morgan.  During  the  cruise  they  fell  in 
vrith  the  Yarmouth,  a British  sixty-four  gun  ship,  which  Captain 
Biddle  engaged,  and  whilst  the  different  vessels  were  bearing 
down  to  the  .respecti  ve  stations  assigned  them,  the  Randolph  blew 
up.  They  were  in  consequence  obliged  to  separate  and  make 
every  effort  to  escape  from  a superior  force.  The  situation  of 
the  Notre  Dame  was  peculiarly  exposed  and  dangerous,  being 
under  the  stern  of  the  enemy,  and  required  the  exercise  of  much 
prudence  and  skill  to  avoid  capture,  or  destruction  from  the  com- 
bustible matter  which  fell  on  board,  and  the  severe  fire  to  which 
she  was  exposed.  The  Notre’Dame  w’as  chased  for  several  hours. 
After  having  escaped  from  the  enemy,  she  continued  her  cruise, 
and  captured  eleven  prizes,  three  of  which  were  of  a Jamaica 
fleet  under  convoy;  one  of  the  prizes  was  a ship  of  twenty  guns, 
captured  near  the  Isle  of  Pine— carried  by  boarding.  Captain 
Hall  was  employed  in  the  expedition  to  retake  Savannah,  and 
took  an  active  and  conspicuous  part  in  landing  the  troops  from 
the  French  fleet  under  Count  D’Estaing.  He  was  in  Charleston, 
when  it  capitulated  to  the  British,  and  of  course  was  made  a pri- 
soner; whilst  in  that  character,  and  under  parole,  he  was,  with 
upwards  of  sixty  others,  sent  to  St.  Augustine  as  hostages,  where 


they  remained  until  regularly  exchanged. 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  Captain  Hall  entered  the 
merchant’s  service  and  commanded  several  vessels  out  of  this 
port.  By  his  industry  and  assiduity,  in  a few  years,  he  acquired 
an  independent  fortune,  which  enabled  him  to  return  from  the 
sea,  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  a laborious  profession  Since  his  resi- 
dence on  shore  he  discharged  with  fidelity  every  public  duty  to 
which  he  was  called.  He  served  many  y ears  as  one  of  the  w ardens 
ot  the  city,  and  as  a commissioner  in  different  institutions  under 
the  corporation. 


Lieutenant  Wilcox. 

From  a Natchez  Paper. 

DIED— on  the  fifteenth  of  February  , 1814,  First  Lieutenant 
Joseph  M.  Wilcox,  of  the  third  regiment  United  States’  infantry, 
about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  a native  of  the  state  of  Connecti- 
cut, but  latterly  a resident  of  the  state  of  Ohio. 

Lieutenant  Wiicox  had  volunteered  his  services  to  descend  the 
Cahaba  and  Alabama  rivets  from  the  Cahaba  towns,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  back  two  boats  which  were  ascending  the  liver 
with  provisions  for  the  troops  under  Lieut.  Col.  KusseL  He 
started  under  cover  of  the  night,  with  a corporal  and  . one  man  of 
the  third  infantry,  and  one  of  Major  Dale’s  militia,  in  a small  ca- 
noe; in  the  dark  they  run  on  a log,  upset  the  canoe  and  got 
nearly  all  their  ammunition  wet— they  however  righted  the  canoe 
and  proceeded  on:  the  next  Jay  they  were  driven  on  shore  by 
about  twenty  Indians  in  two  canoes— so  soon  as  the  y reached  the 
bank  the  militia  man  took  to  the  cane  aid  could  not  be  halted. 
Lieutenant  Wilcox,  w ith  his  two  men,  exchanged  tvs  o rounds  with 
the  Indians  and  compelled  them  to  retreat,  leaving  several  or  their 
party  dead  on  the  bank— they  took  with  thtm  the  Lieu  tenant's 
canoe.  The  next  morning  lie  made  a aft  to  cross  the  Amoa.na, 
or  to  float  down  under  covei  of  the  night  as  might  best  suit  ms 
purposes;  in  crossing  the  river  the  raft  nearly  sunk,  wet  all  ta» 
ammunition  they  had  save  two  cauidges,  -aid  lost  one  pi  their 
muskets,  and  the  corporal  broke  his  bayoi  et  in  the  action  o.  the 
day  before.  In  this  deplorable  situation  they  weieagn  .:  ait:  t . d 
by  a party  of  six  Indians;  they  made  battle,  but  for  the  want  of 
ammunition  they  could  not  contend  wi»h  such  a xupf  un  loree. 
Lieutenant  Wilcox  was  shot  through  th  b dy  and  Corporal 
Simpson  through  the  ki.ee — worn  did  as  he  was  he  made  l«.  :he 
canoe  of  the  Indians,  and  called  to  his  or.iy  remaining  in&n  to 
bring  the  corporal  in  his  arms  to  the  canoe— he  tin  u jim.ptu  into 
the  canoe  with  a view  of  killing  an  Indian  which  remained  there 
for  the  protection  of  the  ca  .oe. 

His  object  was  to  get  his  men  in  the  canoe  and  endeavor  to  get 
off,  but  the  Indians  pursued  them  too  close,  aid  Lieutenant  Wil- 
cox and  the  corporal  were  both  taken  prisoners— the  soldier  made 
off  unhurt.— Soon  after  the  boats  which  he  had  been  in  search  of, 
came  in  sight — the  Indians  fled,  and  left  Hie  victims  wr.i'  their 
hatchets  and  arms  in  'the  canoe.  I'he  were  taken  on  boa  I me 
boats  and  carried  to  Fort  Claiborne,  but*  both  of  them  expired  ora 
the  evening  of  the  fif  teenth.  The  private  soldier  got  in  safe,  a..d 
from  him  the  above  information  has  been  received. 

To  the  misfortune  of  losing  their  ammunition  and  musk-  t , and 
the  dastardly  conduct  of  the  militia  man,  may  be  attributed  the 
death  of  this  gallant  young  officer  and  his  brave  corpoial. 

They  were  interred  on  the  seventeeth  of  February  at  Fort 
Claiborne  on  the  Alabama  river,  with  the  military  honors  due  to 
brave  and  gallant  men. 


General  John  Swift. 


From  the  Ontario  Messenger. 

ON  Tuesday  the  twelfth  July,  1814.  near  Queenston , in  Upper 
Canada,  died  the  brave  and  gallant  Brigadier  General  John  Swift, 
a resident  of  this  county.  He  was  second  in  command  in  the 
corps  of  volunteers  under  General  P.  B.  Porter;  and  was  inhu- 
manly assassinated  by  a British  soldier  whom  he  had  taken  pri- 
soner. The  circumstances,  as  stated  in  a letter  from  an  officer  in 
the  army,  (one  of  General  Brown’s  staff,)  to  his  friend  in  this 
place,  were  as  follow’s: 

“On  Tuesday  the  mounted  volunteers  at  the  suggestion  of  Gen- 
eral  Swift,  was  ordered  to  scour  the  country  in  every  direction. 
At  night,  General  Swift  having  intercepted  some  public  docu- 
ments, sent  one  of  his  men  with  them  to  General  Brown  with  in. 
formation  that  he  was  within  a mile  and  a half  of  Fort  George, 
had  discovered  the  strength  and  position  of  their  advanced  pic- 
quet,  and  was  determined  to  capture  it.  The  next  we  heard  was, 
that  having  surrounded  the  picquet.  General  Swift  demanded  a 
surrender.  They  all  surrendered  at  once,  excepting  one.  who 
refused.  General  Swift  then  presented  his  piece  and  said  he 
would  fire,  the  British  soldier  immediately  exclaimed  “I  surren- 
der.” After  General  Swuft  had  lowered  his  piece,  tl>e  soldier 
fired,  and  shot  the  General  through  the  left  arm  and  breast 
General  Swift  observed,  “It  was  nothing,”  and  formed  his  men  in 
order  to  meet  a patrole  of  the  enemy  who  had  advanced.  He  had 
not  proceeded  far  before  he  fell,  and  in  less  than  half  an  hour  ex- 
pired. In  him,  the  army  lost  a valuable  member  and  his  country 
a real  patriot  and  an  honest  man.  Since  his  junction  with  us  he 
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as 


has  been  noted  for  his  zeal,  enterprize,  and  intrepidity.  He  was 
this  afternoon  (13th)  buried  with  all  the  honors  which  an  admir- 
ing army  could  pay  him.” 

To  these  encomiums  on  the  character  of  our  fellow-citizen  we 
most  cheerfully  subscribe.  The  commencement  of  the  revolu- 
tionary w ar  found  General  John  Sw  ift  in  the  ranks  of  the  immor- 
tal patriots  of  our  country.  He  served  in  different  capacities  in 
the  army  during  our  revolutionai y struggle,  and  was  in  many  of 
the  severest  aciions.  He  resided  in  tVyoniing, a place  celebrated 
in  our  history  for  the  incursions  of  the  savages,  and  horrid  niasa- 
cres.  where  he  was  engaged  in  all  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of 
such  a conflict.  When  peace  returned  he  retired  to  agricultural 
employments  and  w.isas  useful  and  respectable  there  as  he  had 
been  brave  and  dauntless  in  theticld  From  the  present  conflict 
he  for  some  time  kept  aloof,  until  convinced  that  the  essential  and 
undoubted  rights  of  his  country  were  at  stake,  di'daining  the 
trammels  of  party,  and  devoted  solely  to  that  country  whose  inde- 
pendence he  had  bled  »o  obtain, he  left  the  endearments  of  pri- 
vate life,  and  volunteered  his  services  in  the  field  of  battle.— 
Deeply  as  we  would  lament  his  loss  at  any  time,  it  is  peculiarly 
distressing  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  in  winch  he  fell.  To 
have  fallen  i? » battle  would  have  satisfied  his  noble  spirit.  As  it 
is.  he  has  exhibited  an  example  which  will  have  its  effect;  that  of 
a wann  ami  deckled  opponent  of  the  present  administration  com- 
ing forwa,d  to  support  and  engage  in  a war  which  he  was  con- 
vinced required  and  demanded  the  united  exertions  of  all  true 
Americans,  to  preserve  their  independence  aud  to  maintain  their 
rights. 

“ Peace  to  the  soul  of  the  Hero,” 


From  the  American, 

To  the  memory  of  General  Swift. 

When  a brave  man  sleeps  in  death,  in  the  lap  of  glory,  his 
Country  mourns  the  hero’s  fate;  the  Muse  strings  her  lyre,  and 
beneath  the  yew  and  cypress,  sounds  her  plaintive  notes— joy 
givi  s place  to  sorrow,  and  nought  is  sung  but  the  deeds  of  the 
warrior  slain;  a patriot  nation  bedew  s his  grave  with  the  tears  of 
sinter  regret;  the  patriot  poet  cliaunts  his  praise,  and  the  histo- 
rian’s pen  engraves  his  deeds  on  the  page  of  immortal  fame. 

Tiie  tomb  of  the  brave — an  ode , 

IN  COMMEMORATION  OF  THF 

DEATH  OF  GENERAL  SWIFT. 

AVhen  darkness  prevailed,  and  loud  in  the  air 
No  warbling  was  heard  through  the  deep  silence  yelling, 

Till  fiery,  like  lions  just  wild  from  their  lair, 

Our  Chiefs  found  the  foe  on  their  slumbers  propelling; 

While  the  mantle  of  night 
Hid  the  Savage  from  sight, 

Undismayed  were  our  warriours  slain  in  the  fight. 

But  the  laurel  shall  ever  continue  to  wave, 

And  glory  thus  bloom  o’er  the  tomb  of  the  brave. 

Brave  Swift  , legitimate  offspring  of  talent  and  fame, 

Though  new  to  the  war.  rushed  to  battle  undaunted 

And  ere,  bearing  death,  the  dread  rifle’s  ball  came, 

In  the  breast  of  the  foe  oft  his  weapon  he  planted. 

Gallant  Sw  ift  adieu! 

Teats  thy  destiny  drew, 

But  yet  o’er  thy  body  shall  tremble  the  yew, 

For  the  laurel  shall  ever  continue  to  wave, 

And  glory  thus  bloom  o’er  the  tomb  of  the  brave. 

Great  Pike,  too  bold  from  the  fight  to  remain, 

Rushed  on  to  the  foe  every7  soldier’s  heart  firing; 

But  he  sinks,  in  the  blood  of  his  foes,  on  the  curtain^ 

The  pale  lamp  of  life  in  its  sockets  expiring; 

Closed  in  death  are  his  eyes, 

And  lamented  he  lies. 

Yet  o’er  the  sad  spot  shall  no  cypress  arise. 

But  the  laurel  forever  continue  to  wave, 

Aud  glory  thus  bloom  o’er  die  tomb  of  the  brave. 

Long  Warwick,  M;Malian.  and  Spencer,  and  Raen, 

And  Berry, ’mid  darkness,  their  banners  defended; 

But  when  day  drew  the  curtain  of  night  they  were  seen 
Covered  o’er  with  the  blood  of  the  Savage  extended; 

Though  freedom  may  weep 
Where  they  mouldering  sleep, 

Yet  shall  valor  their  death  as  a jubilee  keep, 

For  the  laurel  shall  ever  continue  to  wave, 

And  glory  thus  bloom  o’er  the  tomb  of  the  brave. 

Yet  chiefs  of  the  Britons,  who  gallantly  fought, 

And  fearlessly  heard  the  dread  storm  of  war  rattle; 

Who  lived  to  see  conquest  so  terribly  bought, 

While  your  brothers  were  lost  in  the  uproar  of  battle; 

Still  fearless  remain, 

And  though  stretched  on  the  plain, 

Yon  shall  rise  on  the  records  of  freedom  again, 


For  the  laurel  shall  ever  continue  to  wave. 

And  glory  thus  bloom  o’er  the  tomb  of  the  brave.- 

Ye  sons  of  Columbia,  when  danger  is  nigh, 

And  liberty  calls  round  her  standard  to  rally, 

For  your  country,  your  wives  aud  your  children  to  die, 
Resolve  undismayed  on  oppression  to  sally; 

Every  hero  secure 
That  his  fame  shall  endure. 

Till  eternity  time  in  oblivion  immure, 

For  the  laurel  shall  ever  continue  to  wave, 

And  glory  tints  bloom  o’ev  the  tomb  of  the  brave. 

COLONEL  D.  Aid  to  GENERAL  MOREAU. 


Midshipman  Cowan. 

On  James’  Island,  in  the  South  Pacific  Ocean,  on  the  10th  of 
August,  ISU,  Midshipman  JOHN  S.  COWAN,  late  of  the  Unicoi 
States’  Navy.  At  the  time  of  his  decease,  he  was  acting  Lieuten- 
ant on  board  the  United  States’  frigate  Essex,  to  which  post  he 
had  been  temporarily  appointed  by  his  gallant  commander,  in 
consideration  of  his  high  piofessional  merit,  and  his  enthusiastio 
devotion  to  the  service  of  his  country. — He  possessed  in  an  emi- 
nent degree  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  commander,  and  of 
his  brother  Officers  generally,  and  gave  the  strongest  indications 
of  future  greatness;  in  his  profession  promising  at  once  to  lawn.* 
an  honor  to  hiscountry  and  his  family;  but,  alas!  his  destiny  was  o- 
therwise  ordered.  An  unhappy  dispute  w ith  a brother  officer,  (lieu*. 
Gambel  of  the  marines)  led  on  to  a duel,  in  which  fell  the  subject 
of  this  article.  The  intelligence  of  this  distressing  event  occa- 
sioned the  deepest  regret  in  Captain  Porter;  no  previous-intima- 
tion of  any  misunderstanding  between  the  parties  had  been  re- 
ceived by  him.  or  he  would  at  once  prevented  the  catastrophe 
that  ensued.  AH  that  remained  for  him  was  to  lament,  what  it 
was  now  too  late  to  remedy,  and  to  pay  every  mark  of  resj»eet  to 
his  remains,  which  were  entombed  with  the  honors  of  war,  on  the 
Island  before  mentioned.  In  a strange  and  remote  part  of  the 
w orld  lie  fell;  far,  far  from  his  kindred  aud  his  native  soil;  but 
hi3  grave  was  hallowed  by  the  tears  of  his  countrymen,  aiid  his 
brave  associates  in  arms.  A neat  and  simple  structure  was  raised 
to  point  out  to  the  stanger  who  might  visit  the  Island,  the  spot  of 
earth  where  he  remains  rested;  and  on  it  were  inscribed,  by  iris 
friend,  Lieutenant  Ml Knight,  the  following  monumental  lines: — 

Sacred  to  the  Memory 
Of  Lieutenant  JOHN  S.  COWAN, 

Of  the  U.  S.  frigate  Essex, 

Who  died  here,  Anno.  1813, 

Aged  21  years. 

His  loss  is  ever  to  be  regretted 
By  his  Country, 

And  mourned  by  his  Friends 
And  Brother  Officers. 


Colonel  Richard  M.  Johnson. 

From  the  Democratic  Press. 

In  the  progress  of  the  present  war,  the  brilliant  exploits  of  the 
naval  heroes  of  independent  America  have  claimed  for  them  a 
distinguished  and  merited  notice.  Those  of  them  who,  covered 
with  glory,  have  descended  to  the  tomb,  and  those  who  Jive  to  re- 
ceive the  applause  and  honour  of  their  country,  have  employed 
alike  the  pen  of  the  biographer,  the  eloquence  of  the  orator  and 
the  genius  of  the  poet.  It  is  the  glory  of  our  nation  that  in- 
stances of  rival  merit  are  not  wanting  in  the  military  service. 
All  the  virtues  w hich  constitute  the  hero  and  the  patriot  Itave 
been  there  displayed  with  conspicuous  lustre. 

Why  literary  notice  has  not  been  extended  to  the  latter  in  an 
equal  degree  we  shall  not  now  enquire;  not  however  because  we 
think  the  reason  of  difficult  diieovery.  While  a Pike,  a Coving- 
ton. and  a Backus,  whose  honours  bloom  around  their  sepul- 
chres, and  a Shelby,  a Desha,  a Pierce,  a Crogban,  and  a host  of 
compeers,  who  live  to  receive  the  grateful  plaudits  of  their  coun- 
try, put  in  their  strong  claims  for  notice,  our  present  object  is  to 
render  an  act  of  justice  to  a citizen,  w hom  his  country  may  w ell 
consider  as  eminent  in  the  camp  and  in  the  cabinet.  That  citi- 
zen. is  Colonel  Johnson  of  Kentucky. 

Colonel  Johnson’s  father  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  that 
respectable  state,  who,  with  no  other  resources  than  a daring 
spirit  and  an  independent  mind,  associated  with  a band  of  heroes 
to  cultivate  a luxuriant  w ilderness,  and  conquer  its  ferocious  and 
hostile  inhabitants.  Colonel  Johnson  was  among  the  tirrt-bom 
white  natives  of  this  favoured  and  fertile  region.  His  infancy 
was  rocked  in  the  cradle  of  alarm  and  the  extremest  danger,  and 
his  breast  had  learned  to  glow  w ith  the  fire  of  heroism  ere  yet  his 
years  had  ranked  him  a man,  and  nothing  but  opportunity  was 
wanting  to  demonstrate  his  devotion  to  his  country.  The  father 
having  to  struggle  w ith  narrow  means  to  rear  and  educate  a nu- 
merous family,  could  form  no  other  prospect  for  his  son  than 
that  of  fitting  him  to  win  his  way  by  toilsome  and  persevering  in- 
dustry. At  the  green  age  of  sixteen,  Colonel  Johnson’s  active 
aud  aspiring  mind  began  to  form  other  schemes  more  suited  to 
give  it  scope  and  usefulness.  He  now  parted  with  bis  i'a’her,  at- 
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most  against  his  will,  entirely  against  hlfr-wtthe*,  and,  by  alter- 
nate attention  to  business  and  study,  qualified  himself  for  the  bar. 
In  the  mean  time  the  independent  and  steady  principles,  and 
zeal  for  the  public  good,  which  shone  forth  in  the  opening  mind 
of  young  Johnson  lay  not  unnoticed  by  his  fellow  citizens.  Even 
before  he  arrived  at  mature  age  their  free  and  unbiassed  suffra- 
ges placed  him  in  the  legislature  of  his  native  state  the  hrst  na- 
tive born  Kentuckian  who  had  received  that  honour.  On  this 
theatre  a new  scene  presented  itself.  Here  he  had  to  try  his  un- 
fledged wings  as  a public  debater,  among  a group  of  associates 
honourably  distinguished  for  learning,  experience  and  talents. 
Though,  as  a speaker,  Colonel  Johnson  does  not  possess  all  the 
qualifications  which  form  the  accomplished  orator,  yet  when  his 
feelings,  which  have  great  susceptibility,  are  awakened,  and  Ins 
heart  is  engaged,  he  displays  an  animation  and  a force  which 
will  at  all  times  command  attention,  and  often  leaves  a deep  im- 
pression. In  the  state  legislature  he  acquired  the  esteem  of 
many  of  his  associates,  and  the  respect  of  all.  By  his  upright- 
ness and  activity  he  excited  the  best  hopes  of  his  constituents, 
and  at  the  same  time  secured  their  confidence.  Before  his  years 
made  him  eligible,  he  was  chosen  by  them  to  congress.  Enter- 
ed on  this  new  field,  he  found  the  foreground  of  opposition  in  the 

Jiossession  of  men  who  joined  to  respectable  talents  great  garru- 
ous  powers  and  considerable  experience.  He  took  his  station  m 
the  majority,  among  able  co-operators,  with  a fearless  though 
modest  spirit,  and  though  in  the  ardor  of  intemperate  party  de- 
flates his  generous  indignation  was  often  aroused. he  was  never 
found  forgetful  of  the  respect  due  to  others  and  himself.  The 
firm  tone  of  mind  and  the  increasing  reputation  of  Mr.  Johnson 
procured  for  him,  what  unfortunately,  but  too  often  follows 
merit—  envy,  malice  and  party  rancour  assailed  him  at  home.— 
But  there  his  was  the  good  man’s  triumph.  Both  as  a citizen  auu 
a public  agent  his  assailants  were  taught  to  respect  in  him  a 
steadiness  and  resolution  no  machinations  could  shake  nor  mena- 
ces intimidate.  Asa  public  deba tor  he  repelled  the  reproaches 
®nd  refuted  the  calumnies  of  his  antagonists  with  firmness,  but 
also  with  decorum.  Towards  his  coadjutors  he  was  liberal  and 
respectful.  His  generous  aid  was  always  commanded  for  his 
friends.  No  one  more  readily  acknowledged  the  merit  of  others, 
or  more  cheerfully  extended  the  liand  of  encouragement  to  his 
less  experienced  brethren. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  12th  Congress,  when  the  dis- 
putes between  this  country  and  Britain  had  become  incurable  by 
any  remedy  but  war,  Colonel  Johnson  was  among  those  who  in 
argument  assumed  the  responsibility  of  declaring  for  it  with  alac. 
jitv.  In  recounting  the  injuries  England  had  done  this  coun- 
try", he  spoke  of  her  instigation  of  the  savages  to  hostility.  ‘‘If,” 
said  Mr.  John  Randolph,  in  reply,  “the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
« x/\\\ prove  his  assertions,  I will  join  him  in  an  expedition  to 
« Canada  to  avenge  the  wrong.”  At  the  succeeding  session 
when  proofs  of  the  fact  to  demonstration  had  been  multiplied, 
Colonel  Johnson  called  on  Mr.  Randolph  to  redeem  his  pledge, 
but  the  call  has  as  yet  disregarded. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  year  1812,  after  Hull’s  shameful  and 
traitorous  sacrifice  of  his  army,  Colonel  Johnson  led  a company 
of  Kentucky  volunteers  under  the  command  of  General  Harri- 
son, to  the  relief  of  Fort  Wayne.  The  foe  having  retired  at 
the  close  of  that  campaign,  the  Colonel  repaired  to  his  seat  in 
Congress,  where  he  bestowed  his  usual  unremitting  attention  to 
the  subjects  that  came  under  deliberation,  particularly  on  ques- 
tions connected  with  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  and  on  the  cele- 
brated question  of  remitting  the  merchant’s  bonds.  Amidst  these 
pursuits  he  found  time,  however,  to  add  to  his  stock  of  military 
information.  Btfore  he  left  the  seat  of  government  he  arranged 
with  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  plan  of  raising  a thousand  mount- 
ed volunteers,  to  join  the  north  western  army,  and  carried  away 
bis  commission  in  his  pocket.  On  opening  his  rendezvous  he 
bad  the  gratification  to  realize  his  expectations  in  rallying 
his  fellow-citizens  around  their  country’s  standard.  In  the 
mean  time  he  had  been  re-elected  to  Congress,  and  the  ses- 
sion  was  about  to  open  for  the  important  purpose  of  lay- 
ing taxes.  His  warmest  friends  seemed  inclined  to  think  he 
was  bound  to  take  his  seat,  and  gave  that  opinion.  Heat  the 
same  moment  was  about  to  engage  in  a dangerous  service,  in  a 
subordinate  command,  which  might  subject  him  to  disagreeable 
responsibility  and  mortification-  But  his  resolution  was  unalter- 
ably taken,  and  he  repaired  to  the  field,  which  for  a long  time 
promised  few  laurels.  This  time  however  was  wisely  employed 
in  disciplining  his  corps,  the  important  advantage  of  which  was 
most  happily  illustrated  in  the  battle  of  the  'litanies.  The  offi- 
cial letter  of  General  Harrison  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  has 
made  known  how  honorable  a part  the  regiment  has  sustained  in 
that  conflict.  The  regulars  of  the  enemy  were  vanquished  at  a 
single,  though  a desperate  and  hazardous  charge.  When  the 
routed  line  of  their  savage  allies  w as  about  to  he  rallied  for  a new 
conflict  by  their  leader  Tecumseh,  Colonel  Johnson  seeing  the 
necessity  of  a hold  and  instant  onset,  repaired  to  the  spot  where 
this  force  was  assembling  with  a daring  band  of  followers.  Ad- 
vancing, they  received  a most  destructive  fire  from  them,  which 
deprived  Colonel  Johnson  of  his  friend,  the  intrepid  and  venera- 
ble Colonel  Wheatly,  who  fell  by  bis  side.  After  the  fire  but 
one  man  remained  on  horseback  near  tie  Colonel.  This  man 
escaped  this  imminent  exposure  unhurt.  The  Colonel  himself 
was  pierced  with  four  bullets.  At  this  instant  he  saw  the  savage 
chief  (Tecumseh  as  since  appears)  present  Ids  rifle  at  his  breast 
at  not  more  than  12  yards  distance.  With  a resolution  rare  in  so 
great  a peril,  he  faced  his  horse  upon  him  and  received  the 
ball,  by  this  change  of  posture,  in  his  left  hand.  The  sav- 
sage  drew  Ids  tomahawk,  and  the  Colonel  attempted  to 
spur  his  horse  to  meet  him.  He  wore  a spur  only  on  his  left 
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toot,  and  having  received  three  gun  shot  wounds  on  his  side,  he 
was  unable  to  use  it.  His  horse  too  pierced  with  many  wounds, 
advanced  slowly  upon  his  adversary  In  these  moments  of  dan. 
ger,  he,  w ith  heroic  presence  of  mind,  preserved  his  right  arm 
from  exposure,  by  keeping  it  close  to  liis  side.  In  tliat  hand  he 
carried  a well  charged  pistol.  The  eyes  of  his  antagonist  were 
fixed  upon  him  with  the  fiercest  intent,  and  his  hand  in  the  act 
to  throw  his  deadly  weapon  at  five  yaids  distance.  For  a mo- 
ment  the  savage  shrunk  with  terror  at  this  unexpected  danger, 
and  that  moment  the  Colonel  lodged  its  contents  in  his  bosom. 
He  fell,  and  liis  warriors  gave  up.  the  contest  instantly.  Colonel 
Johnson  now  retired  to  his  line;  for  in  this  moment  of  peril,  he 
had  been  in  advance,  faint  with  the  loss  of  blood,  which  stream- 
ed from  five  wounds.  The  horse  he  rode  expired,  pierced  with 
15  bullets,  and  his  coat  was  literally  torn  to  tatters  by  the  balls  of 
the  enemy. 

During  the  return  of  the  army  the  Colonel  was  exposed  to  an 
inciement  and  stormy  sky,  in  an  open  boat  for  four  days,  decend- 
ing  to  Pdrtage  in  the  state  of  Ohio.  His  uncomfortable  situation 
and  the  torture  arising  from  his  inflamed  wounds  was  such  as  truly 
to  put  a hero’s  soul  to  trial.  On  lauding,  however,  painful  as  his 
case  was,  he  resolved  to  prosecute  his  journey  home  without  de- 
lay. By  this  step  he  hazarded  little  less  than  in  the  battle,  though 
happily  he  effected  it  w ithout  material  in  jury.  On  liis  return  he 
had  the  gratification  to  be  every  where  received  with  the  utmost 
kindness  and  attention.  It  was  controversy  among  his  fellow-cit- 
izens who  should  give  fealty  and  comfort  to  him  as  he  passed. 
On  the  12th  of  November  he  reached  his  residence,  where  he  re- 
ceived that  welcome  from  parents  and  friends  that  is  the  reward 
of  merit  and  virtue.  His  recovery  from  his  wounds  was  so  rapid 
that  on  the  12th  of  February,  he  set  out  for  the  seat  of  government 
attended  only  by  his  servant.  He  started  under  much  debility  of, 
body,  but  he  continued  to  acquire  strength  during  his  journey 
which  he  performed  in  seventeen  days.  As  he  passed  along 
wherever  he  was  known,  he  was  rewarded  as  became  the  brave. 
Arrived  at  the  capital  of  the  Union,  not  the  gallant  and  fortunate 
Perry  was  hailed  with  more  flattering  approbation  or  more  mark- 
ed distinction.  The  naval  hero  had  achieved  the  wieath  of  tri- 
umph without  a wound,  though  he  passed  through  perils  that 
made  the  event  little  less  than  a miracle;  but  the  military  com- 
mander equally  successful  in  vanquishing  liis  country’s  enemies, 
bore  on  his  mutilated  frame  the  honourable  testimony  of  the 
mighty  dangers  through  which  he  had  passed  to  victory.  By  a 
resolution  and  presence  of  mind  never  surpassed,  he  slew  his  fero- 
cious adversary  hand  to  hand,  while  the  latter  had  greatly  the 
advantage  in  weapon.  His  valorous  deeds  reflected  not  more 
lustre  on  his  character  than  did  the  modesty  with  which  he  sus- 
tained his  country’s  applause.  In  this  the  two  illustrious  compe- 
titors for  fame  were  equal.  That  constancy  of  soul  which  bore 
them  through  doubtful  battle,  was  equally  conspicuous  under  the 
well-earned  praise  bestowed  upon  them  by  their  grateful  country- 
men. Of  five  wounds  received  by  Colonel  Johnson,  four  were  se- 
vere and  dangerous.  He  survives,  a monument  of  the  wonderous 
goodness  of  a Guardian  Providence.  Deep  and  severe  as  his 
wounds  have  been,  there  is  room  for  strong  hope  that  he  will 
eventfully  recover  comfortable  bodily  vigour,  and  that  he  may 
long  be  usef  ul  t o his  country. 

June  Tit,  1814. 


Major  Montgomery. 

From  the  Nashville  Clarion . 

While  we  congratulate  the  nation  on  the  success  winch  has 
crowned  our  arms,  it  is  with  no  small  emotion,  that  we  record  the 
untimely  loss  of  the  gallant  Major  LEMUEL  P.  MONTGOME- 
RY, of  the  39th  regiment  United  States’  Infantry,  in  the  battle 
of  Tehopiski. 

His  loss  will  he  deplored,  while  departed  greatness  commands 
a tear,  lliis  was  the  first  military  exploit  of  our  hero.  He  was 
a youth  of  about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  had  just  attained 
a stand  of  eminence  and  distinction  at  the  bar.  Possessed  of  a 
mind  bold  and  energetic,  and  a genius  that  had  begun  to  expand 
itself  in  all  the  richness  of  intellectual  refinement,  with  pros- 
pects in  life  the  most  alluring  and  flattering,  he  abandoned  his 
professional  pursuits  for  the  more  immediate  service  of  his  coun- 
try, and  sought  for  renown  in  the  rude  din  of  arms.  Military 
distinction  had  been  the  subject  of  his  reveries,  and  the  pride  of 
his  ambition.  From  him  the  highest  expectations  were  enter- 
tained; and  his  amiable  and  regular  deportment  through  life,  ex- 
cited the  warmest  interest  in  liis  success. 

The  greatest  bravery  was  displayed  in  the  tragic  scene  which 
closed  his  existence.  He  led  on  the  assault  at  the  head  of  his 
division,  with  a promptitude  and  decision  of  character  which 
cannot  be  surpassed.  So  soon  as  he  leached  the  breastwoi  ks, 
with  his  pistol  he  dispatched  an  Indian  on  the  opposite  side;  m 
the  act  of  scaling  the  walls  he  huzzaed,  and  called  on  his  men 
to  press  on— at  that  instant  he  received  a ball  through  bis  head, 
which  immediately  terminated  his  existence;  a placid  smile 
reigned  in  his  countenance,  in  the  expiring  moments  of  dissolu* 
tion.  ’ 

Another  Montgomery  has  fallen!  while  virtue,  patriotism  and 
bravery  are  the  pinions  of  immortality— the  name  of  our  Mont* 
gomery  will  be  cherished  in  the  bosoms  of  the  good  and  great, 
and  be  handed  to  posterity  as  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  American 
Republic. 
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Capt.  Ambrose  Spencer. 

It  is  with  pain  we  have  to  announce  the  death  of  Captain 
AMBROSE  SPSNCBR.  jun.  kite  aid-de-camp  to  ma  ot-gemrul 
Brown.  He  died  on  Friday  last,  of  the  wounds  he  rect  i ved  at 
the  battle  of  Bridgewater.  _ Albany  At  gut, 

A cm  resjtondent  otters  the  following  tribute  to  the  memory  ot 
this  highly  esteemed  officer. 

•‘One  who  has  well  known  this  young  officer,  especially  since 
lie  has  been  one  of  the’ aids  of  major-general  Brown,  rein  know- 
from  the  I>est  sources,  somewhat  of  his  gallant  conduct  m the 
army,  and  particularly  in  the  Iwiile  of  Niagara,  in  which  he 
was,  cannot  forbear  to  offer  a tribute  however  inadequate,  to  ins 
character  and  actions.  T he  gem  val  with  whom  he  has  acted  and 
suffered.  w ill  hereafter  do  him  justice.  He  possessed  by  natiire 
them  et  energetic  mind,  tbt- most  generous  feelings,  and  amia- 
Me  dispositions,  polished  and  cltasteneil  by  an  excellent  nun  me 
and  education:  and  cherished  ilt  horn-  »>y  a kind  and  indulgent 
^ father,  anti  his  fond  relatives,  he  could  find,  but.  in  his  own 
breas:  and  the  calls  of  his  country,  motives  sufficiently  strong  to 
urge  him  into  a career  of  danger.  In  the  hour  of  a most  bloody 
conflict  with  a brave  and  veteran  lot-,  the  generous  and  noble 
motives  of  his  bosom  have  found  an  ample  exposition.  Faithful 
to  his  trust  and  to  his  country,  he  neither  ft-ared  nor  avoided 
danger.  Though  few  particulars  of  his  late  scene  are  known,  it 
is  understood  that  the  moment  of  victory  had  almost*  arrived. 
When  he  received  two  wounds  in  his  bod y which  have  proved 
mortal,  and  was  carried  from  the  field  of  .battle. 

The  example  which  he  has  presented  to  bis  young  country- 
men, of  prompt  and  active  patriotism,  and  bravery  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  injured  and  insulted  country,  ought  to  press  deep  into 
their  hearts,  anti  never  to  be  forgotten.  If  nis  career  on  earth  is 
closed,  his  friends  and  his  country  will  remember,  that  thougn 
short,  it  hits  been  glorious— arid  his  name  and  his  deeds  will  be 
engraven  on  that  ever-enduring  tablet  which  preserves  and  per- 
petuates the  fame  of  the  fallen  patriots  and  heroes  of  our  coun- 
try. 


Captain  A.  F.  Hull. 

Among  those  who  fell  in  the  battle  of  Bridgewater,  we  la- 
ment tQ  find  recorded  the  name  of  Capt.  ABRAHAM  F.  HULL, 
cf  the  Oth  regiment.  Whether  his  death  be  considered  in  rela- 
tion to  his  immediate  friends,  or  as  it  regards  the  loss  of  a brave 
and  valuable  officer,  the  tear  of  pity  will  not  cease  to  How— the 
pang  of  regret  wiilmot  be  sulxlued. 

Tu  commemorating  departed  worth,  little  is  gained  by  stating 
that  it  was  adorned  hy  a classical  education,  or  heighten'd  by 
civil  pursuits,  other  titan  the  knowledge  that  the  germ  of  well 
founded  usefulness  to  our  country  is  blighted— the  fopd  hope  of 
patriotism  is  disappoii  ted.  Bu.  to  the  community,  a more  in- 
structive example  is  exhibited.  when  The  qualities  of  the  soul  of 
a soidier  are  developed— the*  best  feedings  of  our  nature  made 
know ai. 

A heart  imbued  with  a high  sense  of  honor;  animated  by  the 
most  generous  sentiment,;  regardless  of  self,  but  ever  anxious 
for  others— such  was  that  of  Hull’s. 

Since  the  last  campaign,  by  a too  well  known  occurrence; 
Captain  Hull  had  been  placed  in  a situation,  delicate  in  the  ex- 
treme. To  return  to  that  army  where  the  honor  of  a beloved 
parent  had  been  drawn  in  question,  or  tor  sink' quietly  into  a pri- 
vate life,  did  not  admit  of  doubt.  He  returned  to  the  scene  of 
danger,  and  i.11,  like  his  class-mate  Erooxs,  in  the  arms  of  vic- 
tory. 

Of  his  last  moments  nothing  is  knpw-rg  but  he  who  could  dis- 
tinguish himself  for  bravery  in  the  bloody  contest*  at  Cornwall 
and  Chippewa,  certainly  could  not  do  otlierwise  on  the  fields  of 
Bridgewater. 

To  an  early  friend,  grief  may  he  pardoned;  while  his  example 
is  a proud  and  useful  excitenieut  to  emulation.—  Boston  Pat. 


M a j or-  Ge neral  Izard . 

The f>  Uaivibg  letter,  which  embraces  the  outlines  of  General  IzariPs 
history,  is  from  a gentleman  who  had  the  best  oft//or(umties  cf  cor- 
rect information  on  the  subject  if  which  he  sorites. —Ken.  Gaz. 

.July  22,  1814. 

DEAR  STR, 

You  requested  me  to  give  you  a sketch  of  General  Izard’s 
history.  I then-lore  beg  leave  to  communicate  stall  particulars 
as  present  themselves  to  my  recollection,  and  winch  are  as  fol- 
lows:— 

General  George  Izard  was  bom  at  Charleston,  in  the  moqth  of 
September,  1777,  and  is  the  second  son  of  Ralph  Izard,  Esq.  who 
was  a gentleman  of-  large  fortune  and  high  respectability  in 
South  Carolina.  Mr.  l/.arw  having  b(  eh  charged  by  Congress, 
during  the  revolution,  with  a secret  mission  to  one  of  the  courts 
of  Europe,  carried  his  family  to  Paris,  where  they  leaided  until 
the  peace  of '83.  Here  George  commenced  his  studies  under  the 
care  of  a private  tutor  in  the  family,  and  shew  ed  great  aptitude 
in  lire  acquirement  of  classical  learning.  He  was  particularly 
distinguished  for  a turn  for  the  mathematics,  in  wuich  he  made 
SUP.  TO  VOL.  VII.  rRICE  ONE  DOLLAR. 


great  proficiency  at  an  early  age.  His  father  having  returned 
with  Ins  family  to  America,  at  the  conclusion  ol  tin-  war.  was.  on 
the  adept  .oi.  ol  the  federal  constitution  in  1789,  dieted  to  repre- 
sent South  Carolina  in  the  Senate  of  the  Ui  Hoi  Sjnus.  He 
theiefore  removed  to  Ncv-Yurk.aid  entered  George  at  t olumbia 
Collegers  here  lit  was  ylaud.  on  txarruu  tion,at  the  head  of  his 
class,  although  flu-  yoimgi  t box  in  it.  As  lie  was  always  i. .tend- 
ed tor  a military  life,  his  father  obtained  from  the  president  in 
1792,  a subaltern’s  commission  for  him  in  the  regiment  Of  artille- 
rists and  engineers,  fas  it  was  then  called)  uUh.pennivsiou  to  send 
him  to  Europe  for  tire  puvpuse  of  qualifying  hi  i for  his  profes- 
sion. He  was  accoMingly  sent  to  England,  under  the  care  of 
General  Thomas  Pinckney  , who  was  appointed  ministei  plempo- 
tentiary  to  tlie  court  of  St.  James.  B\  Ceuerul  Pinckney  lie  was 
placed  at  a uiiliuirv  school  heat  London,  until  auoijgem<.ms  could 
oe  made  for  sending  him  to  Gennai  > , where  the  best  military  in- 
stitutions were  then  supposed  to  be.  'He  was  after  some  time 
{ rat isi erred  to  one  uf  ti.ese  institutions  of  great  celebrity  on  the 
continent,  where  tie  passed  two  years.  Great  attention  was 
there  paid  to  the  exercise  of  the  body,  in  which  the  young  Ame- 
rican was  soon  found  to  excel ; nature  having  endowed  hl.u  with 
an  uncommon  poitiou  ofsifength  and  activity.  On  Ml.  Monroe’* 
appointment  as  minister  to  Huncc,  his  influence  wns  used  to  ob- 
tain permission  for  young  l/.aitl  to  enter  the  corps  oi  French 
engineers,  and  as  the  American  government  was  then  high  in 
favour,  the  request  was' grauted.  T his  is  said  to  be  the  only  in- 
stance of  a foreigner  having  been  admitted  into  that  corps,  lu 
this  situation  he  had  the  best  means  afforded  him  of  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  the  most  useful  tuanch  of  military  knowledge. 
Having  completed  his  studies,  and  received  from  the  officer  at  tlie 
head  of  the  institution  ample-  testimonials  ot  approbation,  he  re* 
turned  to  America  in  the  y ear  1797,  and  joined  the  regiment. 
On  the  commencement  of  hostilities  between  France  and  the 
United  states,  in  1798*,  captain  Izard  was  appointed  engineer  foe 
the  harliour  of  Charleston,  and  erected  w ith  great  despatch  some 
work  for  its  defence.  In  17*9,  he  was  appointed  aid-de-camp  to 
the  inspector-general  (the  late  Alexander  Hamilton)  in  which  sta- 
tion lie  remained  until  the  disputes  between  France  and  America 
were  compromised  by  treaty.  No  active  service  offering  at  that 
time,  captain  Izard  was  indulged  with  a furlough  to  accompany 
our  minister  to  tit  - court  of  Lislton,  in  the  capacity  of  private  se- 
cretary, but  in  reality  to  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  travelling 
on  the  continent  of  Europe,  various  countries  of  which  lie  visi  ted. 
Oh  his  return  to  America  in  I8n2,  findiug  the  army  of  the  United 
States  placed  upon  a very  reduced  establishment,!  captain  Izard 
resigned  his  commission, ’married  a lady  fiom  the  state  of  Virgi 
nia,  and  fixed  himself  in  the  vicinity  of  I'hiiaueiphia,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  until  liis  nomination  to  the  commai  d of  a re- 
giment of  artillery.  With  his  subsequent  rise  you  are  acquaint- 
ed. 1 have  nothing  to  Add  but  my  warmest  wishes  lor  the  gene* 
ral’s  success  in  discharging  the  duties  of  the  important  command 
to  which  he  lias  been  appointed. 


The  late  Colonel  Wilcoeks. 

Communicated  to  the  editors  of  the  Baltimore  * American by  a 
friend  of  the  deceased. 

“There  crack’d  a noble  heart.”— A/ioit. 

To  the  friends  of  the  brave,  it  is  a sweet  and  consolatory'  re- 
flection, that  when  they  fall,  in  defence  of  their  country,  they 
sink  into  an  honoured  grave,  and  huuest  fame  rescues  tht  ir  me- 
mory from  oblivion.  Whilst  kiugs  are  only  recorded  by  number, 
or  made  memorable  by  crimes  and  desqlation;  w hilst  time  bi  t aks 
their  sceptres  and  shakes  their  thrones;  the  names  of  the  just 
survive  the  ruins,  and  history  embalms  their  memory:  posterity 
profit  by  their  example,  and  their  kindred  feel  a pride  in  haying 
; been  related  to  the  d.  ceased.  Such  is  my  feeling,  even  while  I 
1 discharge  the  “last  sad  office”  to  my  departed  friend. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Joseph  Wilcoeks,  who  fell  at  Fori  Erie,  in 
Upper  Canada,  ou  the  4th  August,  was  a native  of  Dublin,  where 
he  was  educated  and  lived  to  the  yea  s of  manhood.  An  ardent 
friend  of  human  rights,  lie  became  a member  of  the  Society  of 
United  Irishmen,  and  endeavoured  to  bring  about  a reform  of 
abuses.  The  task  was  beyond  the  might  of  that  association — 
chronic  errors  in  the  state  are  like  the  filth  of  tlie  Augean  stable 
—Herculean  powers  are  necessary  to  remove  them.  But  failure 
in  a laudable  attempt  is  infinitely  preferable  to  lameness  under 
wrongs.  Besides,  men  of  true  honour  never  calculate  by  the  arith- 
metic of  expediency— selfishness  is  pushed  aloof— and  the  justice 
of  tlie  cause  alone  is  weighed,  w hilst  the  examples  of  the  great 
are  ever  present  to  prompt  congenial  minds  to  parallel  actions. 
“How  shall  1 act  is  not  the  case, 

But  how  would  Brutus  in  my  place. 

In  such  a came  would  Cato  bleed, 

And  how  would  Socraies  proceed  !”  ’u 
To  a man  governed  by  honour,  and  guided  by  reason , in  matters 
of  government,  a British  province  must  prove  an  unfit  abode. 
Wilcoeks,  though  adored  by  the  people,  who  frequently  elected 
him  to  represent  them,  was  in  tv  fcintly  persecuted  by  the  execu- 
tive functionaries:  anu,  finally,  when  denied  the  benefit  of  the 
laws  by  governors  Gore  and  Block,  he  resolved  to  withdraw  his 
allegiance  from  a government  that  had  withdraw  n its  protection. 
He  entered  into  tlie  service  of  the  United  States,  to  which  he 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance.  His  abilities  were  noticed  and  re- 
warded with  a commission— and  the  htud-lbught  Louies  on  the 
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Niagara  attest  the  fidelity  and  courage  with  which  colonel  Wil- 

■ .cks  and  his  Canadian  volunteers  discharged  their  trust.  Colonel 

> . waj  promising  officer.  His  face,  his  person  and  mien, 

v manners  and  deportment,  commanded  respect  and  engaged 
Action.  Sagacious  and  euterpvizk.g,  his  sanguine  temper ’al- 

, ay s inspired  confidence  in  his  companions,  the  surest  prestige  of 

■ ctory.  As  i*  envious  of  his  laurels,  death  cut  short  his  career 
■ glory.  But  the  worthies  in  our  second  ivar  f.,r  independence 

' ave  ascended  the  sk-es  to  mingle  with  rhc  heroes  of  the  first — our 
ikes  our  Covingtons,  and  Wilcocksts  are  united  with  the  shades 
i'  Warren,  Laurens  apd  Montgomery.  May  tlieir  spirit,  like  the 

. anile ‘■Of  the  prophet,  descend  on  their  admirers!  And  if  spirits 
hove -are  moved  by  scenes  below,  our  illustrious  friends  will  be 

■ laddeuCdat  tire  assurance  that  we  swear  by  tlieir  glorious  exam- 
ple, never  to  desert  the  cause  for  which  they  suffered,  bled  anel 

:cd  ! We  will  pursue  their  path  to  partake  of  their  honour. 
Those  only  who  dare  for  their  country  to  fall, 
liiose  only  shall  sleep  with  the  brave. 


and  frowning  indignantly  upon  the  sufferings  of  his  Unhappy 
countrymen  in  captivity  and  in  torment,  immediately  on  its  de- 
claration he  applied  for  4 commission  in  the  army.  In  this  he 
succeeded,  and  received  the  appointment  of  lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  19th  regiment  United  States’  infantry.  He  had  now  arrived 
to  the  summit  of  his  wishes  The  time  had  now  come  when  the 
natural  bend  of  his  mind  could  be  exercised,  and  when  he  in  com- 
mon with  his  brother  officers,  could  have  the  power  of  displaying 
his  talents  in  the  field,  and  avenging  the  numerous  insults  ol  his 
country.  But  in  tins  he  could  not  be  said  to  be  satisfied.  He  was 
placed  as  superintender  to  the  recruiting  service.  In  this  situa- 
tion his  patriotic  bosoin  could  not  resist  the  emotions  which  agi- 
tated it,  and  the  anxieties  which  it  experienced.  It  could  not  re- 
sist inactivity,  and  hat  ing  received  an  order  from  the  war  depart 
ment  to  repair  to  more  active  duties,  he  entered  the  service  of  his 
country  under  the  command  of  that  inestimable  and  gallant  offi- 
cer, William  Henry  Harrison.  In  leaving  his  peaceable  abode  in 
Christian  county,  (Ky.)  he  had  many  weighty  concerns  to  baffle 
him;  many  important  considerations  to  combat  with.  But  not- 


fM  Mmdng  extract,  from  general  orders,  issued  at  Port  Erie  fty  | withstanding  the  agonizing  tears  of  a tender  w ife  and  numerous 
tfc  cmtfmmuUhg.  general,  Sept,  i,  1814,  wilt  be  acceptable  to  the  connexions;  which  moved  in  some  measure  his  calm  breast,  he 


was  desirous  to  partake  in  the  noble  contest,  and  have  his  name 
enrolled  with  those  of  the  heroes  who  have,  so  ennobled  and  im- 
mortalized their  country’s  cause;  he  was  desirous  to  pave  the  way 
to  the  acquirement  of  that  fame  for  which  His  breast  so  ardently 
sought, and  v hich  his  relations  had  so  justly  acquired  in  the  war 
of  the  revolution.* 

Here  consisted  his  greatest  fault— he  was  too  anxious  for  military 
fame,  and  to  acquire  it,  he  would  too  often  sacrifice  any  personal 
considerations. 

c tiot  of  this  division,  during  the  whole  campaign,  were  agaiu  No  sooner  had  lie  joined  general  Harrison  but  his  talents  were 
must  singularly  manifested  by  the  volunteers  and  regulars  engaged  ! appreciated  by  his  commander,  and  his  attachment  manifested  to 
n this  • ccasioii*  > nun  "V  a separate  command  being  assigned  shortly  alter  to  linn 

A part v,  not  ‘-exceeding  100  volunteersfthe  enemy  being  treble  ] o«  » secret  expedition  to  the  Mussissiniwa  villages.  Here  if  dil- 
umbers)  drove  the  enemy  to  bis  works,  with  comparatively  a i ficultits  can  be  encountered,  colonel  Campbell  and  his  gallant  de- 
■ mill  loss, and  made  him  suffer  severely,  Previous  to  this  a de-'  taehment  did  it.  Tney  left  Franklinton  in  November,  1812,  and 
. icbment  of  40  men  from  the  2lst,  tinder  ensign  Thomas,  hadjonthe  17th  after,  having  marched  ali  night,  arrived  at  one  of  the 
uecessii  lly  skirmished  with  the  enemy.  Indian  towns,  am!  instantly  charged  upon  it.  In  this  affair  he 


friends  of  the  gallqnt  deceased. 

HEAD-QUARTERS,  Fort  F.rie.  6tli  September 
General  Order.  The  brigadier-general  commanding  has  re- 
ceived the  report  cf  major  Matteson,  of  the  New-York  volunteers, 
11  whom  devolved  the  commend  of  the  party  angaged  in  the 
dfair  of  the  4th  instant,  after  the  ever  to  be  lamented  fhll  of  the 
•allant  colonel  Wileocks, 

With  sincere  pleasure  the  brigadier-general  congratulates  the 
rniy  that  the  steadiness  and  valour  which  have  marked  tlie  con. 


'picuouslv  manifested.  The  New-York  volunteers  have,  on  this  i >»  which  action  he  lost  about  8 killed  and  25  or  30  wounded,  aud 
. c easier,,  as  well  as  every  other  that  has  occurred  during  the  whole  ! billed  between  40  and  50  of  the  enemy  , not  making  any  ealcula- 
<•  unpaign.  reflected  honour  on  the  state  of  which  they  are  mem-  j Horn  for  those  that  were  carried  off  the  field.  He  writes  to  gene- 
; eis!  Captain  Hale,  of  the  11th  infantry,  commanding  picket  Harrison  from  bis  camp  oil  Massissinawa,  two  miles  above 
\o  2.  and  ensign  Thomas,  commanding  the  regulars  conducted  j Silver  Heels,  under  date  of  the  12th  December,  and  concludes 
n a manner  to  the  perfect  satisfaction  of  die  brigadier-general. : thus— “I  anticipate  another  attack  before  I reach  Greenville;  but 
The  loss  on  our  side,  with  the  exception  of  the  gallant  Wileocks  ! rest  assured,  dear  general,  they  shall  be  warmly  received.  I have 
-and  lieutenant  IloOsevelt,  is  trifling;  but  on  the  side  of  the  enemy,  | a dcinchment  composed  of  the  iiuest  fellows  m the  world,  both 
it  was  severe  in  the  extreme:  Various  deserters  report  that  they  j officers  and  soldiers.  Our  return  will  be  commenced  this  morn- 
had  four  officers  and  nearly  100  either  killed  or  wounded;  so  great  ’IS}’  &°* 


a disparity  evinces  ill  the  strongest  light  the  difference  between 
the  coolness  of  troops,  such  as  ours,  in  a just  and  honourable  ca- 
reer ai  d of  the  enemy’s  thousands,  wlio, fight  for  objects  which 
they  cave  not  for,  and  in  a cause  which  they  deprecate. 

Major  Matteson  speaks  in' the  highest  terms  of  the  courage  and 
conduct  of  captains  Hull,  Holding,  Knap  and  batterly,  who  vo- 
’untetml  to  command  a company,  and  lieutenants  Hathaw  ay  and 
Julies, and  ensi  11  ’Wick wire;  he  also  expresses* liis  highest  opinion 
of  the  correct,  brave  and  soldier-like  conduct  of  brigade-major 
Dobbin,  quarter-master' Green  and  adjutant  Gilbert. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Wileocks.  whose  services  and  bravery  have 
excited  the  warmest  interest  of  the  at  my  in  his  favour,  and  lieute- 
nant Roosevelt,  of  the  New-York  volunteers,  have  added  other 
names  to  the  gallant  het  oes.  who,  during  this  unexampled  cam. 
paign.bave  gloriously  died  on  the  field  of  honour.  Colonel  Wil-  ; 
cocks,  at  the  moment  lie  was  mortally  wounded,  was  charging  and 
repulsing  infinitely  superior  force  under  the  enemy’s  battery;  the 
command  devolving  on  major  Matteson,  he  succeeded  in  driving 
the  enemy  to  their  works,  ai  d retired  in  good  order  to  camp. 

By  command  of  brigaciiei'general  Ripley, 

It.  JONES,  assist,  adj.gen. 


Colonel  Jolm  B.  Campbell. 

Communicated  for  the  Lexington  Reporter . 

A regard  for  the  character  and  personage  of  Colonel  John  B. 
Campbell,  and  a great  surprise  which  has  existed  with  the  writer 
of  the  present  article, ‘in  account  of  the  remarkable  silence  which 
lias  pervaded  lijs  numerous  friends,  has  induced  him,  though  sen- 
sible of  his  incapacity  to  do  justice  to  departed  merit,  to  enter 
upon  thejaronous  task  of  paying  him  the  last  tribute  of  respect, 
iTwas  iiiy  hope,  that  the  duty  had  devolved  upon  some  person 
more  capable  ol  pourtvny  ing  the  character  of  this  man,  but  for 
ftar  that  too  long  an  nnin'errupted  silence  may  consign  him  to 
unmerited  obscurity  I will  ent  r upon  the  duty.  Were  it  my 
wish,  it  is  tot  in  my  pond*' to  submit  a detail  of  his  character 
from  his  infancy  to  the  time  of  his. death;  it  wiil  suffice  to  say, 
t , <(  in  his  private  capacity,  he  was  a lawyer  of  no  little  respect- 
ability. 

I w ill  begiu  at  the  time  when  he  first  entered  upon  his  public 
v.'rp*‘jr.  and  when  the  superiority  of  hi'  tg  lei its  as  an  officer,  first 
b<  'Mu  to  draw  upon  the  u<  or  Id,  At  thPctimnieuceim  nt  of  the 
j>  ewn.  war  bt holding  with  sorrow  the  insults  and  injuries  which 
h „d  been  inflicted  upon  bis  country  by  au  implacable  adversary, 


Fortunately  for  the  colonel,  his  anticipations  were  not  realized. 
The  Indians  had  formed  a plan  of  attacking  him  every  night, 
which,  if  they  had  executed,  the  whole  detachment  would  inevi- 
tably have  perished;  but  fortune  favoured  him,  and  on  his  return 
he  was  received  with  all  the  applause  which  his  fellow-citizens 
could  bestow.  But  his  conduct  was  particularly  noticed  by  his 
general,  which  was  evinced  in  a general  order,  which  follows:— 
“The  conduct  of  the  colonel  and  his  gallant  detachment  has  been, 
in  every  respect,  such  as  the  general  had  anticipated.  They  have 
deserved  well  of  their  country,  and  have  shed  a lustre  on  the 
North  Western  army.  In  no  part  of  their  duty  have  they  failed. 
The  officers  vied  with  each  other  in  setting  a proper  example  to 
their  men,  and  the  conduct  of  the  men  was  marked  throughout 
by  cheerfulness,  alacrity  and  obedience  upon  the  march,  and  in- 
vincible bravery’  in  the  presence  of  an  enemy.  The  detachment 
appeals  to  have  been  worthy  of  their  commander,  and  their  com- 
mander worthy  of  them.  Nothing  can  evince  more  clearly  the 
merits  of  lieutenant-colonel  Campbell,  than  the  confidence  and 
attachment  manifested  for  him  by  his  commander;  an  attachment 
not  produced  by  any  improper  indulgence  or  weak  compliances, 
hut  established  upon  a solid  basis  of  a zealous  and  punctual  dis- 
charge of  his  own  duty,  and  a mild,  humane,  but  determined  ex- 
action of  obedience  from  his  subordination.  Troops  thus  dispos- 
ed, and  thus  commanded,  will  be  always  invincible.  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Campbell’s  official  report  will  be  transmitted  to  the  secre- 
tary of  war;  it  will  be  published  to  the  world,  and  the  simple  nar- 
rative of  tlieir  actions  will  form  the  best  eulogium  upon  the  con- 
duct of  the  troops.  The  general  requests  lieutenantKiolonel 
Campbell,  lieutenant-colonel  Simrall,  and  majbr  Ball,  and  all  the 
other  officers,  non  commissioned  officers  and  privates,  to  accept 
his  warmest  thanks  for  their  good  conduct,”  &c. 

Shortly  after,  he  obtained  a furlough  and  visited  his  family,  then 
residing  in  Russellville,  (Ky.)  On  his  arrival  there,  lie  was  wel- 
comed with  a public  dinner,  and  every  mark  of  joy  and  respect, 
so  justly  due  to  his  distinguished  services,  w as  paid  to  him.  But 
not  long  was  he  permitted  to  remain  inactive,  enjoy  ing  the  sweet 
solaces  of  domestic  tranquillity.  His  furlough  having  expired, 
he  repaired  again  to  join  the  standard  of  his  country.  -Here  no- 
thing of  importance  transpired.  He  was  shortly  after  brevetted  a 
eoloiiol  foi  his  gallant  conduct  at  Massissiuiwa;  and  continued  inac- 
tive, with  only  superintending  the  recruiting  service  at  Chiliicothe. 
After  remaining  here  some  time,  in  March  he  received  an  order  to 
repair  to  Fort  Erie.  But,  unable  to  remain  inactive,  in  whatever 
situation  he  might  be  placed,  he  lel  i Fort  Erie  on  the  last  day  of 
April,  on  au  expedition  to  Long  Point,  or  Dover,  to  destroy  some 
manufacturing  mills  belonging  to  the  enemy.  On  his  return,  he 


* Colonel  Campbell,  who  so  gafiautlj  distinguished  himself  at 
King’s  mountain,  was  Hi*  uncle. 
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Was  very  moch  reprehended  by  some  of  liis  fellow-citizens,  as  . opposed  by  the  colonel  himself  from  an  extreme  solicitude 
having  wilfully  destroyed  private  property.  On  the  13th  June,  I preserve  the  limb.  FLe  operation  was  finally  pei  formed  vrn 
1814,  he  left  Erie  for  Buffalo,  when  he  ordered  a court  of  inqtury  I the  patient  had  liecome  too  feeble  and  exhausted — lie  died  im 
upon  his  conduct— On  the  llth  of  June  the  court  met.  Brigadier-  diatdy  after.  I was  at  the  time  more  than  an  hundred  miles  e 
general  Scott  presided,  and  major  Jessup  and  major  Wood  wettj  | of  WiHlamsvjdie.  The  latter  particulars  w ere  returned  to  me 


the  very  skilful  surgeon  who  attended  him. 

“Colonel  Campbell's  death,  though  lamented  by  all  who.  k.' 
hun,  was  felt  Lj  no  one  id  the  army  more  sensibly  titan  mysei 
His  services  at  Massissinawa  were  very  highly  appreciated  l>v 
veniment;  and  from  his  zeal  and  intelligence,  there  can  hi 


members;  here  follows  some  extracts  from  the  opinion  of  the 
court;— ‘‘That  considering  tlu:  important  supplies  of  bread  studs, 
wh.ch  from  the  evidence,  it  appears  the  enemy’s  forces  derived 
from  tire  flour  manufacturing  mills  at  and  near  Dover,  colonel 
Campbell  was  warranted  in  destroying  those  mills,  according  to 
the  laws  and  usages  of  war,  and  for  a like  reason  the  court  think  j doubt,  had  he  Jived,  but  he  would  have  risen  to  the  highest 
him  justified  in  burning  the  distilleries  under  the  said  laws  and  in  the  array. 

“1  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

“ \V.  SCO  l'  i 

“•John  Ganipbtll,  esq.  Richmond,  (Va)” 

Here  eulogium  finishes  its  career.  He  died  with  the  appl.r 
of  his  general,  conscious  or'  having  effected  tne  attainmen*  jf 


protectors. 


usages.  The  saw  mills  and  carding  machine,  from  their  conti- 
guity to  the  other  mills,  were,  as  the  court  conceive,  necessarily 
involved  in  one  and  the  same  building. 

“In  respect  to  the  burning  of  the  dwelling  and  other  bouses  in 
the  village  of  Dover,  the  court  are  fully  of  opinion  that  colonel 

Campbell  has  erred;  that  he  can  derive  no  justification  from  the  j object  he  first  had  in  contemplation,  that  of  being  useful  to 
fact  that  the  owners  of  those  houses  were  actively  op|Xised  to  the  j country,  and  leaving  his  name  to  be  enrolled  with  those  of 
American  interests  in  the  present  war,  or  from  the  other  facts,  ( heroes.  His  eyes  are  no  more  open  to  behold,  in  common  -. 
that  some  of  them  were  at  the  conflagration  of  BulFalo,  !kc.  the  world,  the  series  of  victories  in  which  it  would  have  nivn 

“Acts  of  retaliation  on  the  part  of  a nation  proud  of  its  rights,  I delight  to  have  partaken.  But  although  his  loss  may  have  . 
and  conscious  of  the  power  of  enforcing  them,  should,  in  the  j felt  by  his  country  and  relations,  yet  it  is  soiuetliidg  consol  i 
opinion  of  the  court,  be  reluctantly  resorted  to,  and  ouly  by  in-  ‘ that,  aitho’  is  laid  in  its  silent  subterraneous  tomb,  his  f - 
atructions  frtJrn  the  highest  authority.  That  no  such  instructions  survives,  his  memory  yet  lives, 
were  given  in  the  case  under  consideration,  is  not  merely  inferred 
from  the  absence  of  evidence  to  that  effect,  but  is  candidly  admit- 
ted  by  colonel  Campbell  in  his  official  repart  (which  is  in  evidence) 
wherein  he  expressly  states— “This  expedition  was  undertaken  by 
rue  without  oixlers  and  upon  my  own  responsibility.” 

“The  court  in  delivering  the  above  opinion  unfavourable  to  co- 
lonel Campbell,  are  fully  aware  of  the  strong  incentives  to  a just 
indignation  which  must  have  been  present  upou  his  mind  at  the 
time  of  his  visit  to  Dover.  The  massacres  at  Raisin  and  the 
Miami  w ere  not  forgotten,  and  the  more  recent  devastation  of  the 
.entire  Niagara  frontier,  accompanied  by  many  acts  of  savage  bar- 
barity, was  full  in  remembrance.  That  these  recollections  should 
have  swayed  his  judgment  does  not  excite  wonder  but  regret,  and 
there  is  still  left  for  admiration  liis  kind  and  amiable  treatment  of  | the  year  174G.  His  father  was  a respectable  me*  chan,  w. 
the  women  and  children  of  Dover,  abandoned  hy  their  natural  handsome  fortune.  He  catered  Harvard  College  early  uid  re- 
ed Jus  first  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts  in  1762. 

“W.  SCOTT,  brigadier-general, 
and  president  of  the  court. 

R.  WATSON,  captain  5th  infantry,  recorder,”  _ . 

After  his  acquittal  he  was  appointed  colonel  and  commandant  mind,  however,  was  much  occupied  with  the  interesting  pu 
of  the  llth  regiment  infant; y,  then  stationed  at  Buffalo.  Inis  of  the  then  colony;  and  as  soon  as  Ins  age  would  permit,  he 
appointment  was  received  with  that  manifestation  of  joy  on  the  . elected  by  liis  native  town  to  the  general  court,  and  been  . 
the  pa  it  of  himself  and  family,  that  a removal  from  a state  of  in- ) active  and  influential  member.  The  busimss,  iu  those  day 
activity  to  that  of  active  operations  would  naturally  excite  in  the  j principally  prepared  in  committees,  and  Mr.  Gerry  wasassun 
patriot’s  breast.  The  warmest  wishes  of  Ids  soul  w erenow  ful-  with  Adams,  Hancock,  W arren  and  others  on  most  of  the 
filled.  His  he -rt  palpitates  with  animation  at  the  lively  scenes  portant  ones.  When  hostilities  commenced,  he  was  amend:.-, 
which  seem  to  present  themselves.  He  beholds  before  him  the  I the  committee  of  public  safety  ami  supplies,  and  gained  boil,  t 
wide  field  of  houuur.of  fame  and  of  military  glory;  he  embraces  j dit  and  public  gratitude  by  bis  talents  and  industry.  An  ire 
the  opportunity  and  glides  into  their  arms.  The  post  of  danger  J esting  anecdote  is  related  of  >lr.  Gerry  and  some  of  liis  eo 
is  the  post  oi  honour,  and  the  post  of  honour  is  th  - soldier’s  meed;  triots.  which  occurred  the  day  preceding  the  battle  of  Lexiire . 
be  is  now  advancing  when  dangers  will  meet  him  and  honours  which  commenced  the  revolutionary  contest.  The  committe. 
<JTown  him.  ■ been  sitting  at  Cambridge,  and  as  Mr.  Gerry,  with  . oluntls 

At  length  the  ever  memorable  5th  July  approaches.  Here  is  ; and  Orue,  were  far  from  home,  they  determined  to  remain  u 
ample  scope  for  the  writer’s  pen;  would  to  God  mine  were  :idt  - morning.  In  the  middle  of  the  night  they  were  alarmed  .>\ 
quale  to  the  task.  That  day  w hich  eclipses  the  proud  trophies  of  | march  of  ihe  main  body  of  the  British  troops  for  Concord.  >' 
the  revolution,  and  which  is  to  crown  with  success  the  American  | the  troops  came  opposite  the  home,  a detachment  was  uni  \ - 
arms,  while  opposing  the  veterans  of  the  celebrated  marquis,  ap-1  udly  ordered  to  surround  it,  and  seize  any  of  Hie  committe. 
pears— tlmi  day,  which  is  to  shroud  in  glory  the  fair  characters  of  j might  remain.  Fortunately,  though  with  difficulty,  Mr.  t:< 
Columbia's  sous,  whose  expansive  dawn  opens  with  brilliancy  the  I an^  his  companions  escaped  in  their  shirts,  aud  concealed  re 
rays  which  but  yesterday  had  beheld  the  happy  day  of  Columbia's  j selves  till  idle  search  was  over. 

deliverance,  ends  with  success  to  American  valour,  and  she  is  once  j Mr.  Gerry  was  the  intimate  friend  of  the  illustrious  gv  - 
more  triumphant  over  the  ranks  of  Britain.  But,  there  a Brown,  Warren— the  night  before  the  eventful  couteit  of  Bunker  ' 
a Scott  and  a Ripley  fought—  there  heroic  spirits  received  the  the  patriots  passed  together,  in  the  same  bed,  and  with  a t 
good  auspices  of  Heaven,  and  victory  perched  upun  the  eagle’s  cboly  presentiment  of  his  fate,  the  last  words  addressed  in 
standard.  hero,  the  subject  of  our  memoir,  were, 

But  it  w as  there  a Campbell  feli!  It  was  on  the  plains  of  Chip-  “Dulce  et  decorum  est, 

ptwa.on  the  5th  of  July,  1814,  that  the  fertile  earth  drank  in  pro-|  “Pro  patria  mori— 

Fusion  his  precious  biood.  He  w as  shortly  after  carried  olf  the  , “It  is  srveet  anti ’ becoming  in  flit  for  our  country." 

field,  almost  fainting  with  the  loss  of  blood.  His  wound  was  a sc-  Mr.  Gerry,  about  t-iiis  time,  was  appointed  judge  of  the  .n 
veie  fracture  of  the  knee  pan,  but  not  at  first  considered  danger-  j rally,  but  declined  accepting  the  office,  declaring  his  wish  n. 


Elbriilgfc  Gerry,  Esquire, 

LATE  VICE-PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  ST  AT 
From  the  Boston  Patriot. 

Elbridge  Gerry  was  born  iu  the  town  of  Marblehead,  (Mass. 


On  leaving  the  seminary,  he  coniine. .ced  business  as  a 
chant;  and  his  correctness,  assiduity  and  extensive  inform, 
enabled  him  to  prosecute  commercial  pursuits  with  success. 


eus— he  was  unwilling  that  it  should  be  amputated,  and  for  , a more*  active  part  in  the  sei vice  of  his  country 
some  time  resisted  the  pain,  but  at  length  it  became  essential  that  i ingly  elected  to  the  illustrious  congress,  w ho  guided 
an  amputation  should  lake  place,  and  he  yielded.  But,  alas!  lie  i independence,  signed  the  declaration  of  it  in  177o,  a 


yielded  too  late.  High  fevers  had  occasioned  considerable  reduc- ! a member  during  the  whole  war.  In 

tion  in  his  flesh,  and  had  exhausted  his  appetite,  and  he  died!  It  writer  to  whom  we  have  alluded, — “In  congress,  as  in  t..e  m 


the . 


He  was  a - 
our  naif. 

ind  conn 
legam  language 


nausieu  ms  appetite,  ami  ne  cueu:  n iu  »uain  um>c.uiuucu, — m congress,  as  in  me  at. > 

was  at  Williamsville,  near  Buffalo,  (N.  Y.)  on  the  28th  August,  gishmire,  the  assiduity,  attention  and  extensive  informal 
1814,  that  his  patriotic,  undaunted  spirit  winged  its  fight  to  more  th?*  gentleman,  caused  him  to  be  placet!  on  all  im  porta  ■ 

Eniai  regions — and  he  left  liis  memory  to  be  revered  bv  all  who  ! millets;  ami  his  advice  and  opinion  was  respected  as  t he  e 
lew  him.  ‘ ] deliberate  decision  of  ail  umleviating  patriot.  No  difiicw 

We  will  conclude  these  desultory  remarks,  by  adding  a letter  ! terred  him, no  danger  dismayed  him.  In  die  most  trying  rn 
addressed  to  John  Campbell,  of  Richmond,  (Va.)  from  major-ge-  i ins  coinage  and  constancy  remained  unshaken,  and  "liis  detci 
qcral  Scott,  dated  j tion  never  for  a moment  wav.  red  to  protect  the  imlepend,  .re 

BALTIMORE , October  2Sth,  1314.  1 maintain  the  freedom  of  his  coUntiy.  In  congr*  ss  Mr.  Get  ; 

“Colonel  John  R.  Campbell,  of  the  llth  United  States’ infantry,  ■ the  soldier's f)  laid.  GemWashingto;.  depended  on  no  one  wire 
died  about  the  first  of  September,  at  the  general  hospital,  Willi-  > conndence  for  the  promotion  of  liis  plans)  than  on  this  geui  i 
ainsville,  near  Buffalo,  of  a wound  received  in  the  knee  pan,  at  I and  his  confidence  was  never  disappointed.  His  speech  in 
Chippewa  in  the  action  of  the  5th  July.  My  own  situation,  at  of  coniftentation  to  the  army,  was  considered  one  of  the  me'..  . 
the  time  of  his  deatli.  deprived  me  of  the  melancholy  satisfaction  j erful  and  splendid  specimens  of  eioquth.ee  and  pauiotis  < . 
of  being  the  first  to  communicate  the  intelligence  to  his  friends—  all  subjects  of  finance,  Mr.  Gerry  was  ali.e  and  eminent, 
and  I am  much  concerned  to  hear  that  that  office  was  not  per-  clear  and  penetrating  mind  could  unravel  the  perplex!  re 


formed  by  some  one  about  him  at  the  time. 

“The  wound  was  received  early  in  the  action,  at  the  head  of  his 
regiment,  w iiilst  advancing  gallantly  to  his  place  in  the  order  of 
battle;  and  was  by  no  u»eans  considered  as  necessarily  mortal.  An 
early  amputation  would  have  saved  hh  valuable  life;  but  this  was 


system  confused  and  entangled,  and  his  invention  and  ingi 
draw  forth  the  resources  and  ability  of  his  country.”  I 
great  merit  in  the  revolutions y congress  general  Washi.i  . 
president  Adams  aud  other  distinguished  patriots  have  bon?, 
equivocal  and  te*uiurai>ltu.i«iuMMiy . 
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In  the  convention  which  framed  the  constitution,  Mr.  Gerry 
appeared  as  a member  (Void  Massachusetts.  Although  convinced 
that  a more  energetic  system  than,  the  confederation  was  needed, 
yet  the  propositions  of  general  Hamilton,  of  a inonarchial  and 
avistocraticai  cast,  found  in  him  a stern  and  strenuous,  opponent. 
Educated  a republican,  he  would  not  bend  to  a single  proposition, 
which  tended  to  aristocracy..  The  result  did  not  meet  his  wishes, 
arid  he  was  constrained  to  refuse  hi',  signature.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  some  of  the  points  for  which  he  contended,  have  since  been 
Approved  b>.  the  people  and  inco: pointed  as  amendments.  Being 
chosen  soon  after  as  a member  from  Middlesex,  he  took  occasion 
to  remark  in  debate,  that  L‘f/ie  federal  'con dilution  having  become 
the  si  prone  law  of  the  land \he  conceived  the  salvation  of  the.  court* 
try  detrended  on  its  being  carried  into  effect?  He  continued 
in  congress  for  two  successive  terms,  and  then  declined  a re- 
election.  • . 

I o end  the  sni  generis  controversy  with  France,  which  com- 
prised a war,  in  fact  on  both  sides,  without  a declaration  _by 
eitser,  president  Adams  appointed  Mr.  Gerry,  in  conjunction 
with  Messrs.  Pinkney  and  Marshal,  to  constitute  a commission 


he  entered  in  the  society  of  the  Middle  Temple.  About  the  time 
of  the  stamp  act  he  returned  to  America  (not  having  been  called 
to  the  bar  here)  and  practised  with  considerable  success.  He  bore 
some  part  in  the  proceedings  respecting  the  stamp  act,  but  at  too 
early  an  age  to  be  much  distinguished.  In  1770  he  returned  to 
England,  and  matried  the  daughter  of  Dennis  de  Bettlt,  esq  .'mer- 
chant, of  London;  a lady  to  whom  he  was  contracted  during  his 
former  residence  in  England.*  After  a short  stay  he  returned, 
and  , settled  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  pursued  his  practice  with 
reputation  and  success;  having  attachments  in  England,  and  dread- 
ing the  fatal  consequence  of  a rupture,  we  are  assured  he  exerted 
himself  in  the' work  of  conciliation,  and  particularly  in  a corres- 
pondence with  persons  then  in  power:  a circumstance  which  af- 
terwards subjected  him  to  some  suspicion  and  censure  in  his  own 
country,  though  the  intercourse  was  broken  oif  on  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities  in  America. 

During  the  winter  of  1775,  he  had  been  appointed  chairman  of 
the  grand  committee  of  Philadelphia,  and  soon  after  president  of 
the  convention  of  the  pro  vine",  which  were  his  first  appearances 
iii  any  public  character.  Upon  the  formation  of  the  American 


plenipotentiary  «o  France  in  1798.  Hie  acceptance  of  the  office  fanny,  be  assumed  a military  character,  arid  accompanied  general 
was  a sacrifice  of  domestic  comfort  for  a precarious  chance  of:  Washington  to  tire  camp  before  Boston,  as  a volunteer,  but  served 
benefiting  his  country.  We  ■ would,  in  a tribute  to  the  patriot  ’ also  as  his  secretary,  in  w hich  capacities  he  acquired  a great  share 
dead,  tread  lightly  on  such  delicate  ground  as  the  motives  of  hv-  ■ of  his  confidence  and  friendship.  In  the  spring  of  1776, he  was, 
jug  statesmen.  Suffice  it  to  say,  two  of  the  ministers  were., sup- j at  his  special  instance,  appointed  adjutant-general  of  the  Aracri- 
posed  move  willing  to  widen,  than  to  close  the  breach.  Mr. ! can  army,  on  the  promotion  of  general  Gates,  and  bore  an  active 
^ rk„n  ek!  -m... -i.t-  1.  .,.—. — . ...... — : — - — in  the' affairs  at- 

of  the  war.— 

and  finally  saved  the  "peace  of  the  nation,  for  he  alone  discovered  i inhabitants, rendered  his  services  very  important.  When  the  ar- 
and  furr>i">hed  the  evidence,  that  X.  Y,  and  2*  were  employed  by'  infos  settled  in  winter  quarters,  he  resigned  his  commission  of 
'Talleyrand,  and  he  alone  brought  home  the  direct,  formal  and  ; adjutant-general,  which  was  not  so  well  suited  to  his  active  dispo- 
official  assurances,  upon  which  the  subsequent  commission  pro- , sitiou,  and  in  the  spring  following  was  appointed  a general  officer, 
ceeded.  and  peace  was’ made.’  ; with  ;>  vie  v to  the  command  of  the  eav&lry;  but  the  slowness  in 

When  the  \merican  spirit  was  roused,  and  ail  parties  united  j raising  them,  and.the  veryqelacbed  panics  in  which  they  were 
to  resent  the  insulting  attacii  by  the  British  man  of  war  Leopard,  employed,  prevented  his  acting  in  this  station.  He  continued, 
on  the  United  Stales*  frigate  Chesapeake,  on  the  22cl  of  dime,  off;  however.  wifo  the  army,  arid  was  much  consulted  hi  the  operations 
the  Capes  of  Virginia,  Mr.  GeVrv"  participated  in  the  u->r!y  ex-j  of  the  campaign.  In  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1777,  or  earlv  in 

:se  in  i 1778.  he  was  appointed  a member  of  congress,  and  employed  in 


rited  sta«e  of  public  sensibility,  attended  at  the  state-house  m j 1778,  he  was  appointed  a member  of  congress,  and  employed 
Boston,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  gave  ap  evidence  of  his  pa-;  I the  arrangements  of  the  army.  At  tips  time  he  signed  the  arti- 
triotism,  and  an  epitome  of  his  principles,  in  the  memorable  ex-  j cles  of  confederation  of  the  United  States,  as  one  of  the  delegates 
pression,  that  if  a man  had  but  one  day  to  live,  he  should  ’•  devote , of  Pennsylvania.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Rritish  commissioners,  a 
that  day  to  the  service  of  his  country?  j certain  governor,  (Johnson)  tempted  him  with  the  offer  of  10,000 

With  this  exception,  so  honourable  to  his  character  from  the  guineas,  and  the  best  office  in  the  colonies  t.i  join  the  Britishin- 

Jieriod  of  his  return  from  France  until  1810,he  spent  his  time  in  phi-  forests.  to  which  he  replied, 7oas  not.  worth  purchasing,  but 
osophic  retirement  and  agricultural  pursuits,  at  his  form  in  Cam- j such  as  he  was,  the  king  of  England  urns  not  rich  enough  to  do  it? 
bridge-  In  the  spring  of  that,  year  he  was  run  as  governor  by  the  , This  transaction  occasioned  a resolve  of  congress,  to  do  no  bust* 
republicans  of  Massachusetts  against  Mr  Gore,  and  chosen  bv  a j ness  with  that  commissioner. 

baud  some  majority.  Of  his  official  conduct  as  governor,  it  is  dif- j This  overture  being  publicly  denied  by  that  gentleman,  was 
fjcult  to  speak,  without  weakening,  perhaps,  that  spirit  of  politi- 1 proved  by  the  voluntary  declaration  on  oath,  of  the  person  thro’ 
cal  asperity,  which  we  hope  may  sleep  forever.  Suffice  it  to  say, , whom  it  was  made,  wild  several  particulars,  anti  published  both 
bis  sneeches  to  the  legislature  were  wise,  patriotic  and  elegant;  in  Europe  and  America  In  autumn,  177,8,  he  was  unanimously 
that  he  was  a strenuous  advocate  of  the  union  of  the  states,  and  : chosen  president,  or  governor,  of  the  shire  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
a cheer  oil  aid  of,  and  cooperation  of  the  national  government, ! which  office  lie  was  unanimously  elected,  with  like  unanimity,  for. 
for  public  purposes;  that  the  first  year  of  his  administration  was  ; three  years,  the  tinie  limited  by  law.  During  this  time,  there 
marked  bv  a most  liberal  and  unprecedented , political  foieration;  j were  great  commotions  and  parties  in  the  state,  and  particularly 
and  that  in  the  second  year,  the  appointments,  of  a .proportionate  j a most  violent  armed  insurrection,  which  he  suppressed,  and  res- 
Iiuinber  of  his  political  friends  to  public  offices,  was  grounded  cm  , cued  a number  of  In's  personal  enemies  from  the  most  imminent 
vacancies  created  by  enacted  laws,  which  laws,  we  verily  believe,  j danger  of  theia  lives,  at  the  risque  of  his  own;  upon  which  lie 
abstractedly  considered,  would  be  granted  so  be  expedient  hv  men  j received  the  t hanks  of  the  legislature.  He  was  also  instrumental 
of  all  descriptions.  But  we  leave  a topic  on  which  .we  should  fear  j in  quitting  the  remarkable  mutiny  of  part  of  the  army  of  1781. 
to  profane  the  obsequies,  of  the  dead  by  raising  foe  spirit  of  alter- : Soon  after  he  lost  his  wife.T  Upon  this,  and  the  expiration  of  his 
cation.  The  party  "opposed  to  him  in  the  state  prevailed.  His , public  office,  he  returned  into  private,  life,  and  the  duties  of  his 
country  recognized  Ins  merits  and  his  services,  and  elevated  him  , profession.  He  was  not  considered  among  the  opulent  of  the 
to  the  second  station  in  her  gift.  He  conducted  him  elf  in  that  j country  before  the  war,  and  most  probably  must  have  suffered 
station  with  dignity  and,. devoted  attention  to  his  duties,  and  he  with  others  in  its  various  effects.  Mi.  Heed  was  very  fortunate 
feas  died  at  his  post  in  the  discharge  of  his  'functions.  ! dining  the  war;  for,  though  in  almost  every  considerable  engage 

Of  the  private  life  of  this  gentleman,  it  is  enough  to  say,  lie  ment,  and  having  three  horses  .killed  under  him,  he  always  eseap- 
was  respected,  esteemed  apt!  beloved  by  those  wl.o'knew  him  best,  j ed  unhurt. 

The  sacrifices  he  made  to  public  service,  werfe  .very  great;  anti  a I-  In  the  civil  part  of  his  character,  his  knowledge  of  the  law  ua9 
though  we  know  not  the  fact.;  so  well  as  to- venture  its  positive  as- 1 found  very  useful  in  a new  and  unsettled  government;  so  that  he 
celt  ion,  we  apprehend,  his  patriotism  might  haVe  left  him,  j found  it  in  no  small  weakness  and  confusion;  he  left  it  at  tlie  expi- 

*• Like  rigid  Cinrjsmitus,  fobly  poof?  ration  of  bis  office,  in  as  much  tranquillity  and  energy  as  could 

Our  article  has  extended  beyond  our  originally  proposed  limits,  j be  expected  from  the  time,  and  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  foe 
We  will  study  brevity  and  conclude  by  saying,  that  while  this  pa-  • won. 
triot  has  descended  t.*  the' grave  ‘full  of  years,  and  full  of  honors?  ' 
he  has  left  his  example  as  a legacy  to  his  country;  and  if  it.  he  fol- 
lowed, ifpublfo  virtue,  'at  this  tryit'ig  time,  become  the  order  of 
the  day,  the  American  name  may  become  even  mote  illustrious 
and  the  Eagle  of  the  Unim  soar 

“Move  ail  Gfeek%  above  all  Roman  fatne?.' 


&ROM  THE  WESTMINSTER  MAGAZINE. 

GENUINE  MEMOIR  OF  - f 

General  Joseph  Reed, 

Who  was.  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  during  tlx  American 

“ ' " ' •'  1 y . ’ ; ■ revolution.  ■ '.’-'ff . 

Mr.  REED  was  a native  of  New-Jmey,  in  Norfo-America,  and 
received  a liberal  education  at  the  college  founded  at  Princeton 
in  that  sta  te,  which  has  furnished  a considerable  number- of  emi- 
nent characters.  He  entered  very  early  on  tire  study  of  the  law, 
in«l  easpe  to  England  to  finish  bis  professional  education,  when 


* This  gentleman,  Mr.  He  Berdt,  \ygs  tlieir  agent  for  ^Massachu- 
setts Bay,  arid  distinguished  for  Ms  warm  and  faithful  zeal  in  be. 
half  of  America. 

+ A lady,  in  whom  it  is  difficult  to  say,  whether  beauty,  talent  s 
or  virtue,  were  most  conspicuous. 


FROM  THE  WEEKLY  MESSENGER. 

Lieutenant  John  G.  Cowell, 

Late  of  the  United.  States'  Navy . 

JOHN  GLOVER  COWELL  was  bom  at  Marblehead,  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  and  state  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  11th  Septem- 
ber, 1786.  His  grand-father,,  the  honourable  John  Glover,  whose 
name  be  bore,  was  a brigadier-general  in  our  revolutionary  war, 
and  possessed  in  a great  degree  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the 
immortal  Washington.  This  brave  man  was  induced,  in 'the  year 
1778  by -ill  health, and  the  repeated  solicitations  of  a numerous 
family,  to  request  a dismissal  from  that  service,  to  whfoh  he  had 
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iong  been  attached  by  the  strongest  ties  of  patriotism.  The  re- 
pjy  of  general  Washington  u>  his  letter  communicating  this  re- 
quest, is  the  highest  euiogium  on  his  distinguished  merits  as  an 
officer.  “Excuse  me,  sir.”  says  Washington,  “if  X.  hesitate  to  give 
*ny  concurrence  in  the  desire  you  express  of  quitting  the  army. 
I have  too  high  tin  opinion  of  your  valor  as  an  officer  to  do  any 
thing  which  may  contribute  to  your  relinquishing  that  character. 
My  earnest  wish  is,  that  you  may  continue  in  it.” 

This  letter  dissuaded  general  Glover  from  resigning  his  com* 
mission,  and  notwithstanding  the  many  inconveniences  lit  suffer- 
ed, and  the  many  domestic  sacrifices  he  was  compelled  to  make, 
he  continued  in  the  service  of  Ins  country,  till  she  was  established 
in  a respectable  rank  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  He  then 
left  the  honours  of  the  held  for  the  peaceful  joys  of  domestic  life. 
There  was,  however,  but  little  happiness  reserved  lor  him  here; 
the  fatigue  and  duties  of  a soldier’s  life  had  so  enfeebled  a consti- 
tution naturally  vigorous  and  strong,  that  tiie  days  of  his  retire- 
ment were  one  continued  scene  of  sickness  and  confinement. 
He  lived  but  a few  years,  and  then  descended  to  the  grave,  happy 
in  the  recollection  that  his  country  was  free  from  the  joke  of  'fo- 
reign- bondage,  and  that  her  liberty  was  partly  the  effect  of  bis 
brave  and  patriotic  exertions.  s 

The  eldest  daughter  of  this  brave  officer,  was  the  mother  of  the 
subject  of  the  following  biographical  sketch.  She  was  married 
in  the  year  1778,  to  captain  Richard-  Cowell)  a man  of  whom  his 
contemporaries  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  veneration.  Early 
in  the  revolution,  he  held  successively  the  command  of  several 
private  armed  vessels,  and  was  celebrated  in  that  capacity,  for  the 
many  valuable  prizes  he  captured,  and  for  the  undaunted  courage 
and  invincible  firmness  which  he  manifested  on  every  occasion. 
Many  of  his  companions,  -who  still  survive,  recount  with  admira- 
tion the  gallant  achievements  of  this  heroic  ruau;  and  the  many 
signal  proofs  lie  gave  of  his  coolness  and  intrepidity  as  a naval 
commander,  entitle  him  to  a very  conspicuous  rank  among  the 
fceroes  of  our  revolution. 

At  one  time,  while  commander  of  a ship  of  sixteen  guns,  he 
fell  in  with  an  enemy’s  ship  uf  twenty-two,  and  nearly  double  the 
number  of  men.  Though  aware  of  the  vastly  superior  force  of 
his  opponent,  he  was  determined  to  engage  her,  and  after  a despe- 
rate battle  of  forty- two  minutes,  succeeded  in  capturing  her.  On 
board  captain  Cowell’s  ship  there  was  but  one  man  slightly  wound- 
ed, while  the  enemy  had  twenty-three  killed  and  wounded. 

Iu  tiie  year  1780.  he  had  the  command  of  another  ship  called 
the  Marquis,  mounting  sixteen  guns,  a great  part  of  which  were 
small  four-pomiders  While  on  a cruize,  he  fell  in  with  a letter 
of  marque  ship  of  the  enemy  mounting  twenty-four  guns,  and 
with  a complement  of  men  far  superior  in  numbers  to  his  own. 
Relying,  however,  on  the  spirit  and  bravery  of  his  officers  and 
crow,  he  laid  his  ship  along  side  the  enemy,  and  continued  there 
for  the  space  of  six  glasses.  So  near  were  they  to  each  other  in 
this  situation,  that  the  sponges  were  frequently  taken  from  each 
other  while  in  the  act  of  loading,  and  one  man  is  now  living  in 
Marblehead,  who  was  nearly  taken  out  of  the  port,  at  which  he 
was  statioued,  by  one  of  the  crew’  of  the  enemy.  This  gallant 
and  heroic  action  deserved  a fortunate  result;  hut  the  enemy,  af- 
ter having  expended  all  his  ammunition,  hauled  off  from  his  op- 
ponent, and  the  disabled  state  ojT  the  spars  and  rigging  of  captain 
Cowell’s  ship,  prevented  his  pursuing  her.,.  She  was  taken,  how- 
ever, soon  after,  in  a sinking  condition  by  a small  sloop, and  prov- 
ed a very  valuable  prize. 

These  are  but  a few  of  the  gallant  actions  which  distinguished 
the  naval  career  of  captain  Cowell.  Would  the  limits  of  this 
jiotiee  permit,  we  could  mention  many  others,  whose  splendor 
would  not  be  rivalled  by  those  of  modern  days.  But  having  al- 
ready trespassed  on  the  patience  of  our  readers,  by  giving  a hasty 
sketch  of  the  ancestors  of  lieutenant  Cowell,  we  hasten  to  record 
a few  circumstances  of  hftn,  who  in  an  eminent  degree  possessed 
th,e  gallantry,  firmness  and  bravery  of  his  fathers. 

Lieutenant  Cowell,  a*  an  early  period,  manifested  a predilection 
for  the  life  of  a saiior.  But  his  friends,  unwilling  that  he  should 
encounter  its  perils  and  dangers  at  so  early  tin  age,  made  every 
exertion  to  restrain  his  attachment,  and  accordingly  placed  him, 
when  only  eleven  years  old,  at  a store  in  Boston;  "Naturally  as- 
piring and  ambitioits  of  distinction,  he  found  that  the  (lull  routine 
of  his  present  business  was  but  badly  calculated  to  realize  his 
hopes  of  future  eminence  and  he  again  determined  on  carrying 
into  effect  his  first  resolution  of  becoming  a sailor.  He  accord- 
ingly overcame  the  objections  of  liis  friends,  and  sailed  at  the  age 
of  eleven  with  captain  Derby,  from  Boston,  for  the  North-West 
Coast  of  America. 

During  this  voyage,  which  exceeded  three  years,  he  applied 
himself  closely  to  the  study  of  naval  tactics,  and  returned  well 
qualified  for  the  promoion,  which  he  shortly. after  experienced. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  was  mate  of  a vessel  in  the  merchant 
service,  and  continued  in  this  business  till  the  close  of  the  .year 
1807.  While  engaged  in  this  service,  his  character  as  a scientific 
navigator  and  practical  seaman,  stovd  unrivalled;  and  from  his 
having  visited  almost  every  country  in  Europe,  his  knowledge  of 
the  world  w.i.  very  extensive,  and  his  deportment  as  a gentleman 
perfeatly  mi  blemished. 

He  resided  a*  this  period  about  a yeaT  with  his  friends,  and  be- 
ing prevented  by  the  first  embargo  from  following  his  usual  oe- 
cupatiouyd’  termined  on  petitioning  for  a birth  in  the  navy.  He 
aceu  -dirigly  received  in  January,  1809,  a sailing-master’s  v ariant, 
and  was  ordered  to  the  command  of  a gun-boat  on  the  Portland 
station,  whither  he  immediately  repaved.  The  gun-boat  Service, 
however,  was  to  lieutenant  Cowell  excessively  tedious;  he  could 
not  bear  the  idea  of  being  confined  to  the  navigation  of  creeks 
and  rivers;  his  aspiring  mind  sought  for  a more  extensive  field  of 
act:- n,  and  he  earnestly  wished  to  be  removed  from  a service, 
which  limited  his  exertions  and  darkened  his  prospects. 


In  this  respect,  he  was  soon  gratified.  The  gun-boats  on  that 
station  wen*  dismantled,  and  be  was  ordered  to  the  Chesapeake 
frigate,  then  commanded  by  captain  Hull.  He  continued  on 
board  this  ship  till  she  was  hauled  up  in  ordinary  at  Charlestown, 
and  though  attached  to  her  for  only  a few  mouths,  his  superior 
qualifications  as  an  officer,  and  his  skill  as  a navigator,  secured 
him  the  approbation  and  attachment  of  his  gallant  cotntnaiuleni 
Having  mow  no  immediate  employ  meat,  he  petitioned  for  a fur- 
lough, which  was  granted.  After  an  absence  of  nearly  eighteen 
months  in  different  parts  of  Euroj>e,  he  again  returned,  and  was 
ordered  to  the  United  States’  brig  Enterprize,  then  lying  at  Nor- 
folk. He  •ontinued  on  board  this  vessel  for  a few  months,  and 
was  then  transferred  to  the  Essex. 

It  is  not  on  board  his  ship  that  we  are  to  consider  with  atten- 
tion the  character  and  services  of  lieutenant  Cowell.  No  opportu- 
nity had  ypt  been  presented  in  which  he  could  display  to  the  world 
the  leading  features  of  his  character;  but  it  was  reserved  for  tiie 
deck  of  his  ship  to  he  sprinkled  with  his  blood,  and  for  her  of- 
ficers to  w itness  the  gallant  conduct  and  heroic  deaths" their  brave 
companion. 

Early  in  1812,  lieutenant  Cowell  left  his  friends— 9hd,  as  it  has 
since  proved,  left  them  forever.  He  joined  the  Essex  at  New- 
York,  and  sailed  in  July  on  a cruize,  m which  she  captured  the 
sloop  of  war  Alert.  He  arrived  in  the  Delaware  about  the  middle 
of  September;  but  his  rime  was  so  much  engaged  iu  attending  to 
his  ship,  that  he  could  not,  at  this  time,  revisit  his  family.  He  ac- 
cordingly continued  at  Chester,  and  sailed  the  27th  of  October,  on 
a cruize,  which  terminated  in  her  capture. 

Soon  after  her  departure,  captain  Porter,  as  a testimony  of  his 
regard  for  the  distinguished  merits  of  lieutenant  Cowell,  promot- 
ed him  to  the  third  lieutenancy  This  is  only  the  third  instance 
of  a promotion’s  being  made  in  our  navy,  from  the  grade  of  a 
sailing-master  to  that  of  a lieutenant;  and  if  there  ever  was  an 
officer  who  deserved  this  distinction,  we  sincerely  think  it  was  he, 
who  at  this  time  received  it. 

In  the  Pacific  Ocean,  lieutenant  Cowell  was  ordered  to  the  com- 
mand of  a cutter,  at  the  time  when  the  boats  of  the  Essex  captur- 
ed the  letter  of  marque  ships  Policy  and  Georgiana.  His  conduct 
in  this  bold  achievement,  as  well  as  that  of  his  brother  officers, 
gave  to  their  commander  an  earnest  of  that  gallantry  and  firm- 
ness, which  they  afterwards  so  signally  displayed. 

Nothing  remarkable  occurred  during  the  remainder  of  his 
cruize,  till  the  2d  of  March,  when  the  Essex  wa3  attacked  and 
conquered  by  a superior  force  of  a frigate  of  53  guns  and  a sloop 
of  28.  The  particulars  of  the  gallant  resistance  of  her  officers 
and  crew  at  this  time,  have  been  fully  detailed  in  captain  Porter's 
official  letter,  and  they  need  no  other  record  to  establish  their  claim 
to  the  character  of  brave  and  intrepid  heroes. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  engagement,  lieutenant  Cowell  received 
a slight  wound;  and  having  it  dressed;  repaired  a second  time  to 
his  station.  He  had  been  here  but  a short  time,  when  a second 
shot  ^dly  wounded  him  in  the  leg.  He  continued  at  his  post  in 
this  situation,  till  loss  of  blood  rendered  him  insensible;  he  was 
then  carried  below  and  placed  under  the  care  of  the  surgeon. 
After  the  battle  he  was  carried  on  shore,  and  Iris  leg  amputated; 
his  wound,  however,  was  soon  ascertained  to  be  incurable,  and 
after  suffering  its  pain  with  exemplary  fortitude  for  the  space  of 
twenty-one  days,  lie  expired  in  the  presence  of  his  gallant  coin- 
panions.  “He  was  buried,”  says  captain  Porter  in  a letter  to  his 
friends, “in  the  most  splendid  manner,  and  all  the  honour  that 
could  be  bestowed  and  shewn  upon  the  tomb  of  the  brave,  was 
shown  to  him.  His  worth  must  ever  be  remembered  by  his  coun- 
try, and  her  regret  for  the  loss  of  so  valuable  an  officer  be  com- 
mensurate to  his  merits.”* 

* In  the  Tort  Folio  of  September  last,  we  find  tiie  following 
notices  of  the  death  of  lieutenant  Cowell,  and  of  the  honours  paid 
to  bis  memory: 

“ When  lieutenant  John  Cowell  had  his  leg  shot  off, he  was  taken 
up  to  be  carried  below;  but  peremptorily  refusing  to  go,  lie  gave 
directions  that  he  should  be  placed  on  the  coamings  of  his  hatch- 
way, where  he  continued  to  giveHiis  orders  with  his  usual  compo- 
sure, until  he  had  lost  so  much  blood,  as  to  be  almost  insensible. 
When  prevailed  on  at  length  to  be  removed  to  the  cock-pit.  he  in- 
sisted on  waiting  bis  turn,  before  he  would  suffer  his  wounds  to  be 
dressed.  This  extraordinary  heroism  and  generosity  were  the 
cause  of  so  great  a loss  of  blood,  as  proved  fatal  to  that  distin- 
guished officer.” 

“The  case  of  lieutenant  Cowell  excited  in  Valparaiso  the  live- 
liest interest.  The  whole  city  most  feelingly  and  deeply  syrnpa. 
t hi zed  in  his  suffering  and  lamented  his  fate. 

“ When  that  brave  young  officer  died,  captain  Porter  was  absent 
on  business  at  St.  Jago,  the  capital  of  Chili.  This,  however, de- 
tracted nothing  from  the  splendor  of  his  funeral.  His  heroism 
had  made  every  one  his  friend,  and  Iris  mourner.  He  was  buried' 
with  the  most  distinguished  honours,  both  military  and  civil,  that 
the  place  could  afford.  All  the  American  and  British  officers,  the 
crews  of  the  Essex  and  Essex  Junior. of  the  Phoebe  and  Cherub, and 
of  every  other  vessel  in  port,  joined  to  swell  the  funeral  procession. 

“Btrt  the  chief  pomp  that  was  displayed  oil  this  solemn  and  in- 
teresting occasion,  arose  from  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  place.  It  would  be  scarcely  hyperbolical  to  say,  that  the  ashes 
of  the  gallant  Cowell  ivere  watered  by  the  tears  of  yll  Valparaiso. 
fhe,  concourse  of  Spaniards,  headed  by  the  governor  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  a large  military  escort,  was  immense. 

“Followed  by  this  vast  and  magnificent  procession,  and  attend  .1 
by  solemn  music  and  lighted  tapers,  the  remains  of  the'heio  were 
carried  to  the  principal  church  in  the  city.  Here,  after  having 
exposed  to  public  view  for  two  days,  shrouded  in  elegant  funeral 
apparel,  they  were  interred  in  consecrated  ground  within  the  walls 
of  the  building,  an  honour  never  periiaps  before  conferred  on  a 
stranger  in  that  part  of  the  world.” 
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Lieutenant  Cowell  has  left  an  amiable  widow  and  two  children, 
whose  claims  on  the  gratitude  of  our  country,  we  trust,  will  not  be 
disregarded.  To  them  the  loss  will  be  irreparable;  but  it'  they 
lind  any  consolation  for  the  loss  of  an  affectionate  husband  and 
father,  it  will  be  in  the  recollection,  that  bis  life,  though  short, 
was  unblemished,  and  that  his  grave  was  hallowed  by  the  tears  of 
those  brave  companions  who  survived  him.  Theirs  will  be  the 
happy  reflection,  that  his  name  will  over  stand  high  on  the  lut  of 
heroes,  who  have  established  the  nnval  character  of  our  eountry , 
and  that  his  virtues  and  abilities  will  ever  be  cheri shed  in  the  re* 
znembrance  of  her  grateful  sons. 


Lieutenant- Colonel  Appling. 


From  the  Georgia  Argus. 


AMONG  the  many  heroic  souls  who  have  conspicuously  distin- 
guished themselves  during  the  present  just  and  holy  contest,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Appling,  from  this  state,  deserves  to  be  particularly 
noticed.  His  conduct  has  been  marked  by  a daring  bravery  and 
consummate  skill  that  demands  our  warmest  approbation. 

Twice  has  it  been  the  good  fortune  of  young  Appling  to  come 
in  contact  with  the  enemy,  and  twice  has  he  proved  victorious. 
’Twas  near  Sandy  Creek,  where  our  young  soldier  first  “flesh’d  his 
maiden  sword,”  and  emblazoned  the  escutcheons  of  fame  with  the 
splendid  deed.  He  had  been  ordered  to  co-operate  with  captain 
■Wool8ey,of  the  navy,  in  escorting  some  naval  stores  from  Oswe- 
go, destined  for  the  fleet  at  Sackett’s  Harbour.  At  the  head  of  120 
men  and  a few  Indians,  he  safely  reached  Sandy  Creek,  where  he 
was  met  by  a vastly  superior  force  of  the  enemy:  the  conflict  was 
short,  but  decisive.  After  an  action  of  only  ten  minutes , the  ene- 
my were  routed  on  all  sides,  with  the  loss  of  44  men  killed  and 
wounded,  and  139  prisoners;  among  the  latter  were  2 post  cap- 
tains and  4 lieutenants  of  the  navy— the  loss,  on  our  part,  was 
only  one  rifleman  ivoundcd!  For  this  brilliant  affair,  Appling  was 
promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel. 

Shortly  after,  the  enemy’s  forces  on  our  northern  frontier  were 
rapidly  augmenting.  The  governor-general  of  the  Canadas  hav- 
ing collected  all  the  disposable  force  in  Lower  Canada,  amounting 
io  15,000  men,  “occupied  the  village  of  Champlain,  with  a view  of 
conquering  the  country  as  far  as  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga 
He  advanced  as  far  as  Plattsburg,  with  this  comparatively  im- 
mense force,  where  he  had  the  mortification  of  seeing  the  Cham- 
plain fleet  surrender  to  the  brave  Macdonougli,  and  Wellington’s 
vetdran  legions  flying  before  the  valor  of  1500  American  regulars 
and  a handful  of  raw  miiitia ! I Here  again  was  Appling,  with 
“blushing  honours”  crowding  thick  around  him— he  attracted  the 
attention  of  liis  general,  and,  Jirst  on  the  list  of  youthful  heroes, 
he  was  recommended  “to  the  particular  attention  of  government.” 


Adjutant  James  L.  Donaldson. 


From  the  Baltimore  Federal 


JAMES  LOWRY  DONALDSON.  Esq.  who  was  killed  in  thfr 
late  action  near  North  Point,  on  the  12th  instant,  was  a native  of 
Ireland,  but  has  resided  in  this  country  from  the  time  he  was  eleven 
years  old.  He  was  the  third  son  of  colonel  William  Lowry,  of 
this  city,  his  name  having  been  changed  by  an  act  of  the  assembly 
of  this  state,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  ol  a relation.  Mr. 
Donaldson  received  a liberal  education,  and  was  bred  to  the  pro- 
fession of  the  law,  which  he  was  practising  id  this  city  with  much 
reputation  and  success.  For  three  successive  years  he  received 
the  highest  proof  of  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens,  by  be- 
ing elected  a delegate  to  represent  them  m the  genera]  assembly 
of  this  state,  a station  which,  even  his  political  opponents  acknow- 
ledge, he  filled  with  eminent  ability. 

Possessing  a liberal  and  energetic  mind  and  correct  classical 
taste,  he  distinguished  himself  at  the  bar  and  in  the  senate  as  an 
orator,  a civilian  and  a statesman;  and  his  correct  and  gentlemanly 
conduct,  ensured  him  tire  resjrect  and  esteem  of  his  associates  in 
both  situations,  even  when  differing  from  him  in  political  senti- 
ments. While  his  talents,  integrity  and  activity  raised  him  high 
in  public  estimation,  his  social  virtues  and  f riendly  disposition  en- 
deared him  to  a large  circle  of  acquaintances  in  private  life, 
•hose  attachment  to  him  increased  with  tlieir  intimacy,  as  it  af- 
forded them  an  opportunity  of  knowing  his  worth  and  merit.— 
Among  those  who  long  and  intimately  knew  and  sincerely  esteem- 
ed him,  was  the  writer  of  this  article;  who.  although  differing  from 
him  in  political  sentiments,  never  found  that  difference  to  affect 
in  the  slightest  degree  that  friendship  which  he  believes  to  have 
been  mutual. 


Mr.  Doualdson  was  about  thirty-three  years  of  age;  he  has  left  a 
widow  and  five  small  children,  to  whom  liis  loss  will  be  irrepara- 
ble; a numerous  family  of  relatives,  apd  his  extensive  circle  of 
friends  will  also  severely  feel  his  loss. 

The  twenty-seventh  Regiment,  in  which  he  acted  as  adjutant, 
were  warmly  attached  to  him.  A few  minutes  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  action  in  which  he  was  unhappily  slain,  he 
addressed  them  in  a short  but  extremely  appropriate  and  animat- 
ing speech,  which  contributed  not  a little,  as  many  of  them  have 
since  stated,  to  induce  that  brave  and  steady  resistance  of  the 
enemy,  so  highly  honourable  to  the  regiment.  While  in  the  ac- 
tive performance  of  his  duty,  he  received  a musket  or  rifle  ball 
through  his  head,  which  put  an  immediate  period  to  his  life. 


Lieutenant  Stansbury. 


Lieutenant  JOHN  STANSBURY,  who  fell  in  the  late  conflict 

between, the  American  and  British  fleets  on  L^kc  Chan. plain,  and 


While  other  state®  are  bestowing  honorary  rewards  on  tlieir  va-  which  terminated  so  gloriously  in  favour  of  the  former,  was  the 
old  her  meed  of  approbation.  | second  son  of  brigadier-general  Tobias  F..  Stansbmy.  of  Haiti- 
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liant  sons,  Georgia  should  not  withhold  her  meed  of  approbation.  I 
We  should  foster  the  holy  flame  of  patriotism  with  a peculiar  re-  j more  county,  and  was  bom  March  23, 1788.  He  received  a liberal 
gard— until  the  divine  contagion  spreads  from  breast  to  breast—  : education,  and  had  chosen  as  his  profession  the  practice  of  physic, 
3 - j — i for  which  his  talents  and  manners  eminently  qualified  him;  but 


and  more  forcibly  emulates  our  sons  to  deeds  of  noble  daring. 


Lieutenant  Gamble. 


Washington  City,  27tb  October,  1814. 


Messrs.  Gales  & Seaton, 

Major  William  Gamble,  the  father  of  the  late  lieutenant 


his  constitution  being  delicate,  a voyage  to  the  West-Indies  was 
recommended  and  undertaken.  Finding  that  he  enjoyed  u tiling 
his  voyage  much  better  health  than  before,  on  his  return  he  ex- 
pressed a wish  to  follow  the  sea,  in  which  he  was  indulged  by  a 
fond  father,  and  was  bound  apprentice  to  Messrs.  William  Wilson 
and  Sons,  merchants  of  this  city,  in  whose  service  he  continued 
in  the  European  trade,  until  he  attained  the  age  of  manhood-  As 
soon  as  he  ascertained  that  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards 
his  country  would  compel  a declaration  of  war,  he  applied  for 
and  obtained  the  appointment  of  midshipman  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States.  Immediately  afiwr  Lis  appointment,  he  was 
placed  under  the  command  of  commodore  Decatur.  With  this 


Gamble,  who  fell  in  the  action  on  late  Champlain,  lianded  me  the  distinguished  officer  he  remained  four  years,  and  took  part  in  the 
enclosed  letter  for  perusal.  I solicited  the  permission  to  offer  it  capture  of  the  British  frigate  Macedonian.  T he  good  conduct 
to  you  for  publication.  Although  congress  lias  already  awarded  of  Mr.  Stansbury  on  all  oedasions,  and  particularly  in  this  action, 
a high  testimonial  to  the  revered  memory  of  tlie  deceased,  by  di  could  not  pass  unnoticed;  he  was  soon  after  promoted  to  the  rank 
rectinga  medal,  with  appropriate  inscriptions  thereon,  to  be  pre-  of  lieutenant,  and  ordered  to  Lake  Champlain,  where  he  assisted 
sented  to  the  male  relative  next  of  kin  to  the  fallen  hero;  never-  in  the  naval  preparations,  and  was  ultimately  attached  as  first 


theless,  it  is  desirable  that  his  memory  have  the  advantage  of  the 
high  and  unquestionable  testimony  of  commodore  Macdonough, 
under  whose  command  he  served,  and  under  whose  eye  he  so 
bravely  and  gallantly  fell.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  insert 
the  letter  of  commodore  Macdonough  at  length? 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  CUMMINS. 


lieutenant  to  the  brig  Ticonderoga  captain  Cassin;  and  on  board 
of  this  vessel  on  the  memorable  llth  of  September,  I8l4,met  his 
fate  almost  “in  the  arras  of  victory.” 

About  twenty  minutes  before  the  termination  of  the  action, 
when  the  fleets  were  nearly  yard  arm  and  yard  arm,  her  comman- 
der had  given  an  order  respecting  the  springs  on  the  cable,  which 
not  being  quickly  executed,  could  not  escape  the  attention  oflieu- 
tenant  Stansbury;  he  leaped  upon  the  hammock  nettings,  a most 
Copy  of  a letter  from  commodore  Macdonongh  to  major  W.  Gam-  exposed  situation,  and  was  in  the  act  of  having  the  order  obeyed, 
hie,  dated  j when  a cannon  ball  struck  him  and  carried  his  body  into  the  doep— 

United  States'  ship  Saratoga , Plattsburg  Bay, ' his  soul  into  eternity.  Had  this  gallant  and  much-lamented  youth 
September  14th , 1814.  ; confined  himself  to  the  mere  line  of  his  duty,  to  his  command  on 

Dear  Sir— It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  acquaint  you  with  the  gun  deck,  he  might  yet  have  lived,  the  pride  qf  his  family  and 
the  fall  of  yeur  son,  lieutenant  Peter  Gamble,  first  of  this  ship,  of  his  friends,  although  the  result  of  the  battle  might  have  been 
in  the  action  with  the  British  squadron  on  the  llth  instant.  ■ v>..<  r.;* 


Jt  will,  I trut,  bp  a consolation  to  you  that  your  sou  fell  while 
gallantly  performing  his  duty  to  his  country.  His  conduct,  while 
attached  to  my  command,  merits  my  warmest  approbation— his 
fall  we  deeply  regret. 

His  body  was  interred  with  military  honours  at  Plattsburg,  with 
the  other  officers  who  fell  on  that  day. 

I am,  very  respectfully;  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MACDONOUGH. 

Major  William  Gamble. 


different;  but  his  manly  heart  would  not  permit  him  to  consider 
whether  it  was  his  duty,  or  that  of  another',  it  was  sufficient  that 
his  commander’s  order  was  inexpertly  executed;  he  unhesitatingly 
leaped  into  a post  of  danger  and  of  death.  Hu  grateful  country 
will  not  forget  his  merits.  Before  the  action  commenced,  when 
his  commodore’s  signal  gave  notice  to  the  fleet  that  the  enemy 
were  to  be  fought,  and  that  every  man  was  expected  to  do  his 
duty,  at  the  request  of  his  commander,  he  called  the  crew  aft, 
pointed  out  and  explained  to  them  the  signal  which  was  then  fly- 
ing, and  addressed  the  a in  glowing  and  most  encouraging  teons. 
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which  was  answered  by  three  hearty  cheers.”  During  the  engage- 
ment he  gave  every  evidence  of  the  confidence,  bravery  and  cool- 
ness of  the  American  offieer,  and  the  following  extinct  of  a letter 
from  the  gallant  commodore  Macdonaugh  communicating  the 
death  of  Mr.  Stansbury,  speaks  his  character  in  short,  but  strong 
terms.  "His  amiable  disposition  and  superior  qualities  as  an  offi- 
cer endeared  him  to  all  his  brother  oificers,  and  in  him  onr  navy 
has  to  regret  the  loss  of  a brave aud  excellent  man.”  A,  C. 

From  the  Port  Folio , 

A BIOGRAPHICAL  MEMOIR  OF 

JACOB  BROWN, 

MAJ.  GEN.  IN  THE  ARMY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Major  General  Brown  is,  in  the  true 
signification  of  the  terra,  a practicable 
man,  calculated  for  the  management  of 
weighty  concerns.  It  is  apparent,  as  well 
from  the  native  texture  of  his  mind,  as  from 
the  decision  and  general  cast  of  his  char- 
acter, that  he  was  formed  by  nature  for  a 
man  of  business.  He  is  one  of  those  privi- 
leged individuals,  who,  possessing  capa- 
bilities peculiar  to  themselves,  seem  des- 
tined to  attain  to  important  ends,  indepen- 
dently of  the  ordinary  means  of  achieve- 
ment. The  favourite  of  nature  rather  than 
the  dependant  nursling  of  education,  he 
has  not  required  the  constant  result  of  ex- 
perience and  discipline  to  become  wise 
and  skilful,  nor  the  usual  course  of  grada- 
tion to  rise  to  eminence.  In  most  of  his 
undertakings  he  has  perceived,  by  the 
force  of  a strong  natural  sagacity,  the 
shortest  and  readiest  w'ay  to  success,  and 
has  seldom  failed  to  attain  it,  oftentimes 
creating  extraordinary  means  of  accom- 
plishment where  common  ones  were  want- 
iug. 

Although  enamoured  of  peaceful  life, 
and  eminently  calculated  for  its  business 
and  enjoyments,  his  highest  talent  is  per- 
haps, for  war.  His  short  but  brilliant  ca- 
reer has  shown  him  to  be  possessed  of  all 
those  qualities  and  fitnesses  for  command, 
that  belong  to  the  character  of  an  able 
captain,  and  of  which  a daring  courage  is 
one  of  the  lowest.  Vigilant  and  en  light- 
ened, enterprizing  and  full  of  resources; 
neither  seduced  into  relaxation  «#y  the 
smiles  of  prosperity,  nor  shaken  in  his 
purposes  by  the  frowns  of  adversity; 
prompt  in  deciding,  vigorous  and  resolute 
yet  cool  in  executing;  sagacious  in  discov- 
ering the  views  of  the  enemy,  dextrous  and 
happy  in  concealing  his  own;  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  human  nature,  not  so 
much  from  the  study  of  books,  as  from  the 
more  certain  and  instructive  study  of  man; 
possessing  so  perfect  a self-command,  as  to 
be  able  to  meet,  without  reluctance,  the 
severest  privations  and  denials  that  are 
incidental  to  the  life  of  a soldier:  add  to 


these,  a sense  of  honoHr  lofty  anil  chival- 
rous, a constitution  of  body  peculiarly  cal- 
culated for  deeds  of  hardihood,  capable  of 
enduring  heat  and  cold,  abstinence  and  fa- 
tigue, vigilance  and  continued  attention,  in 
a degree  that  to  most  men  \^ould  be  over- 
whelming aud  impracticable — Such  is  a 
summary  of  the  character  of  him  whose 
life  aud  transactions  we  shall  briefly  de- 
tail. 

Thus  endowed  by  nature  with  those 
choice  and  lofty  qualities,  which  bestow  on 
their  possessor  a fitness  for  command,  it  is 
not,  perhaps,  to  be  regarded  as  a matter  of 
surprise,  that  the  subject  of  this  article  has 
attained  to  his  present  eminence  with  more 
rapidity,  and  much  less  aid  from  technical 
discipline,  than  are  usually  attendant  on 
military  promotion.  It  will  hereafter  ap- 
pear that,  from  the  condition  of  a private 
citizen,  totally  unversed  in  the  science  of 
arms,  he  rose,  at  four  steps,  and  in  little 
more  than  three  years,  to  the  distinguished 
raiik  which  he  at  present  holds.  To  ren- 
der his  advancement  the  more  striking,  he 
was  upwards  of  half  this  time  a militia 
oflicer,  and  the  country  was  happily  in  a 
state  of  peace,  two  circumstances  which 
concurred  to  prevent  the  display  of  his  ta- 
lents for  war,  aud  to  retard  the  course  of 
his  military  promotion.  Under  a different 
state  of  things,  his  career  might  have  been 
stiil  more  rapid  and  signal. 

Jacob  Brown  is  by  birth  a Pennsylvani- 
an. He  was  born  in  Bucks  county,  a few 
miles  below  Trenton,  where  his  father  was 
for  many  years  a respectable  farmer.  His 
ancestors  both  paternal  and  maternal,  had 
been  for  several  generations  of  the  society 
of  Quakers,  some  of  them  conspicuous  in 
the  circle  wherein  they  moved  for  good 
sense,  piety,  and  moral  worth:  the  former 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  thecol- 
lony,  having  emigrated  from  England  with 
William  Penn,  and  followed  his  fortunes 
to  his  infant  establishment  planted  amidst 
the  wilds  and  savages  of  the  new  world. 
Like  Washington,  therefore,  and  Green, 
Wayne  and  Putman,  and  the  other  distin- 
guished heroes  of  the  revolution,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  memoir  is  purely  American, 

Of  the  early  years  of  young  Brown  we 
know  but  little.  All  we  are  given  to  un- 
derstand is,  that,  considering  his  opportu- 
nities, which  were  v^ery  limited,  he  pursu- 
ed learning  with  zeal  and  preseverance 
and  acquired  it  with  facility.  Nor  do  cir- 
cumstances permit  us  to  question  the  fact; 
for,  at  the  early  age  of  eighteen,  we  find 
him  entrusted  with  the  direction  of  a res- 
pectable school  at  Crosswicks  in  New-Jer- 
sey. 
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In  that  situation  he  continued,  mtich  to 
his  reputation  and  not  a little  to  his  advan- 
tage, till  about  the  age  of  twenty-one  when 
he  made  a visit,  on  business,  to  the  wes- 
tern country,  and  passed  two  years  in  what 
is  now  the  state  of  Ohio,  residing  princi- 
pally in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cincinatti. 
We  are  informed,  but  will  not  vouch  for 
the  fact,  that  he  was  there  employed  in  the 
capacity  of  a surveyor  of  land.  Soon  af- 
ter his  return  from  that  interesting  sec- 
tion oi  the  union,  in  which,  wild  and  un- 
cultivated as  it  then  was,  he  still  found  re- 
sources for  the  improvement  of  his  mind, 
he  was  induced  to  remove  to  the  city  of 
New-York.  He  there,  at  the  particular 
instance  of  the  society  of  friends,  taught 
their  public  school  for  several  years,  with 
great  credit  to  himself,  and  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  those  who  employed  him. 
During  this  period  his  industry  and  exer- 
tions were  strenuous  and  unremitting.  While 
instructing  others,  he  overlooked  nosouree, 
he  neglected  no  opportunity  of  self-im- 
provement. With  a view  to  cultivate  his 
talent  for  public  speaking,  he  joined  a res- 
pectable debating  society,  of  which  he 
soon  became  a conspicuous  member.  The 
daily  papers  w'ere  also  occasonally  enriched 
by  political  essays  from  his#  pen,  which  at- 
tracted no  inconsiderable  share  of  atten- 
tion. He,  at  one  time,  meditated  entering 
on  the  profession  of  the  law,  hut,  on  ma- 
ture deliberation,  relinquished  his  inten- 
tion, believing  himself  to  be  better  qualifi- 
ed for  more  active  pursuits.  Whether  even 
now  the  busy  scenes  of  military  life  did 
not  present  themselves  to  his  view  in  dis- 
tant prospect,  might  well  be  questioned. 
Nor  is  the  presumption  that  they  did  the 
less  probable. 

The  fortunes  of  most  men  who  have  fig- 
ured in  the  world  have  been  determined  by 
accidental,  oftentimes  by  trivial  occurren- 
ces* This  truth  was  manifested  in  the  case 
of  Mr.  Brown.  While  resident  in  New- 
York,  he  became  casually  acquainted  with 
aland  agent,  whose  concern  lay  on  the  wa- 
ters and  in  the  vicinity  of  lake  Ontario. 
Having  uegociated  with  that  gentleman  a 
contract  for  a few  thousand  acres  of  what 
was  then  a wilderness,  he  set  out  in  the 
year  1799,  to  form  a settlement  on  his  new 
purchase.  By  this  arrangement  a founda- 
tion was  laid  for  the  eminence  and  honours 
he  has  since  attained,  and  the  substantial 
benefits  he  has  conferred  on  his  country. 

Placed  on  a new  and  spacious  theatre  of 
action,  his  energies  were  unfolded  with  the 
widening  of  his  prospects.  His  activity 
and  intelligence,  his  knowledge  of  inen 


and  talents'for  business  soon  rendering  him 
a leading  character  in  all  matters  of° pub- 
lic concern.  By  the  wisdom  and  ability 
with  which  he  conducted  his  affairs,  his 
own  interests  and  those  of  the  proprietors 
of  lands  in  his  neighbourhood  were  alike 
promoted.  By  his  influence  in  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  state,  several  salutary  and  im- 
portant laws  were  passed  in  relation  to  the 
opening  of  roads,  the  erection  and  organi- 
zation of  new  counties,  and  various  other 
points  essentially  connected  with  improve- 
ment of  the  country.  During  this  period, 
so  necessarily  replete  with  engagements 
and  avocations  according  hat  little  with 
studious  habits,  he  was  not  inattentive  to 
the  cultivatioivof  his  mind,  as  preparatory 
to  other  and  higher  destinies.  To  add  to 
his  information  in  the  science  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  further  to  mature  his  know- 
ledge of  man,  considered  in  a civil  and  so- 
cial capacity,  he  assiduously  devoted  a 
portion  of  his  time  to  the  study  of  ancient 
and  modern  history. 

Among  his  other  acquirements,  having 
distinguished  himself  as  an  enlightened 
and  practical  farmer.  Mr.  Brown  was  elect- 
ed in  the  year  1808,  a member  of  the 
Agricultural  and  Philosophical  society  of 
the  state  of  New-York.  From  about  this 
period  may  be  dated  the  commencement  of 
his  public  character.  In  the  course  of  the 
succeeding  year,  lie'  was  appointed  to  the 
command  of  a regiment  of  militia,  the  first 
milirary  station  he  had  ever  filled.  Ap- 
plying himself  now  to  the  study  of  arms 
with  the  same  ardour  which  had  hitherto 
marked  his  peaceful  pursuits,  he  soon  man- 
ifested talents  conclusive  of  the  fact,  that 
he  was  calculated  for  an  officer  of  no  ordin- 
ary standing.  He  was,  accordingly,  in  the 
spring  of  1811,  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
brigadier  general. 

The  present  war  having  commenced  in 
the  year  1812,  the  country  around  lake  On- 
tario being  a frontier  and  important  situa- 
tion, was  necessarily  destined  to  become  a 
theatre  of  early  and  active  military  opera- 
tions. *•  Arrangements  were  consequently 
made  by  government  to  meet  the  pressure 
of  expected  events.  Of  the  first  detachment 
of  New-York  militia  called  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  general  Brown 
had  the  command  of  a brigade.  It  is  but 
justice  to  him  to  state,  that  he  was  selected 
to  this  arduous  and  responsible  sitnaiion, 
from  the  well  known  firmness  and  efficiency 
of  Ids  character,  connected  w ith  his  accur- 
ate knowledge  of  the  country  that  was  like- 
ly to  become  in  a short  time  the  theatre  ot 
war.  He  was  not  regarded  us  a sun-shine 
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parade-day  officer,  whose  ruling  passion 
was  the  vanity  of  being  gazed  at  in  milita- 
ry dress.  He  was  considered  as  one  quali- 
fied to  meet  the  shock  of  battle,  with  the 
intelligence  of  a commander  and  the  gal- 
lantry of  a soidicr.  Nor  was  it  long  till 
events  occurred  to  prove  the  correctness  of 
public  opinion. 

The  general’s  first  command,  being  by 
far  too  extensive  for  the  number  of  his 
troops,  was,  in  an  eminent  degree,  labori- 
ous and  embarrassing.  It  embraced  the 
whole  line  of  frontier  from  Oswego  to  St. 
Regis,  a distance  of  more  than  three  huii* 
dred  miles.  Within  this  line  was  included 
the  important  post  of  Saekett’s  Harbour, 
the  security  of  which,  being  essential  to 
the  success  ol‘  ulterior  operations,  consti- 
tuted the  first  object  of  his  attention.  Hav- 
ing fortified  this  in  the  best  manner  his 
time  and  scanty  means  would  allow,  he 
reconnoitered  in  person  the  shores  of  the 
Si.  Law  rence,  and,  with  equal  promptness 
and  skill,  provided,  as  far  as  practicable,  for 
the  defence  of  the  country.  His  transpor- 
tation, a short  time  atterwards,  of  a party 
of  four  hundred  men  from  Sackett’s  Har- 
bour to  Ogdensburgh,  manifested  a firm- 
ness of  purpose  and  an  intrepidity  of  spirit, 
which  but  few  even  of  the  hardiest  soldiers 
possess.  The  roads  were  impassable  for 
baggage  and  artillery,  and  the  enemy  were 
in  undisputed  possession  of  the  lake  and 
river.  On  the  subject  of  a passage  by  w a- 
ter, there  existed  but  one  opinion:  an  at- 
tempt as  it  was  considered,  as  fraught  with 
destruction.  The  general,  however,  having 
been  ordered  to  proceed,  was  bent  on  obedi- 
ence, and  neither  the  front  of  danger  nor 
the  voice  of  remonstrance  could  shake  his 
resolution.  He,  accordingly,  embarked 
with  his  troops  in  the  best  ilotiila  he  could 
provide  for  that  purpose,  and,  determined 
to  fight  his  way  through  whatever  might  op- 
pose him,  he  arrived  in  safety  at  his  place 
of  destination.  In  this  daring  enterprize 
he  actually  achieved  what  the  boldest 
might  well  have  hesitated  to  attempt. 
"While  stationed  at  Ogdensburgh  he  so 
galled  and  harra3sed  the  enemy,  in  their 
navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  that,  ini 
patient  of  further  annoyance,  they  fitted 
out  a formidable  expedition  for  his  capture 
or  destruction.  The  number  of  men  they 
despatched  on  this  enterprize  was  upwards 
of  eight  hundred,  commanded  by  some  of 
their  best  officers,  and  provided  with  every 
thing  deemed  necessary  to  insure  success. 
The  American  force  opposed  to  them  was 
less  than  four  hundred.  Notwithstanding 
this  vast  numerical  difference,  so  judicious 
E 


were  the  arrangements  of  general  Brown, 
and  so  deadly  the  fire  with  which  he  re- 
ceived the  enemy,  that  he  forced  him  to 
retreat  precipitately,  with  considerable 
loss  in  boats  and  men,  not  one  of  his  party 
having  received  even  a wound.  No  fur- 
ther attempts  were  made  t dislodge  him, 
during  his  continuance  at  that  post. 

His  term  of  service  having  soon  after- 
wards expired,  t he  general  returned  to  his 
family  at  Brovvriville,  and  resumed,  as 
heretofore,  his  agricultural  pursuits.  But 
with  the  talents  and  qualifications  for  war 
which  he  had  recently  exhibited,  it  was  not 
to  be  expected,  that  in  a time  of  danger, 
and  on  a frontier  establishment,  he  would 
be  suffered  to  remain  iu  the  enjoy  men;  >f 
repose.  He  was  oftentimes  consulted  on 
military  matters  by  the  officers  commar’.’- 
ing  in  the  district  wherein  we  <r*i. ■•••♦.  , ■* 
whom  his  advice  was  essentially  ? -> 

ble,  and  wiio  never  failed  to  re  gat . 
respect  and  deference.  Bui  on 
of  emergency,  warriors  must  an 
counsel.  We  accordingly,  in  two 
18 13,  find  general  Brow  n again  in 
and  once  more  entrusted  with  the  * 
of  Sackett’s  Harbour,  which  was  menu 
by  a serious  attack  from  the  enemy. 

All  the  regular  troops,  except  about  four 
hundred,  who,  from  their  recent  ar  riv  <.1  Oil 
the  spot,  were  but  little  better  than  fresh 
recruits,  had  been  removed  Irom  the  har- 
bour, to  co-operate  in  the  meditated  reu.ic- 
tiori  of  Fort  George.  The  furniture  of  the 
cannon  having  been  carried  off  to  complete 
the  outfit  for  the  same  service,  the  batteries 
were  nearly  in  a dismantled  state.  Nttf 
could  any  efficient  aid  be  derived  from  the 
co-operation  of  the  fleet,  in  as  much  as  that, 
w ith  the  exception  of  two  small  schooners, 
were  all  employed  in  the  expedition  up  the 
lake.  In  fact,  considering  its  exposed  si- 
tuation, aud  the  vital  importance  of  the 
post,  Sackett’s  Harbour  had  been,  to  the 
astonishment  of  all  military  men,  left  in  a 
most  unprotected  and  perilous  condition. 
To  aid  in  its  defence,  general  Brown  em- 
bodied, with  all  practical  promptitude,  a 
few  hundred  militia  from  the  adjacent  dis- 
trict, who  had  seareely  arrived  when  the 
enemy  made  his  appearance.  The  gene- 
ral’s situation  was  critical  in  itself,  aud  U> 
the  heart  of  a soldier  trying  in  the  extreme. 
It  was  his  duty  to  meet  the  fire,  perhap 
the  bayonets,  of  veterans,  with  a handful 
of  raw,  undisciplined  troops,  many  of  the;.: 
but  a few  days  from  the  bosom  01  their  fa* 
inilies,  their  domestic  feelings  still  awake; 
and  t heir  habits  of  civil  life  perfectly  un- 
broken, and  none  of  whom  had  ever  befoiv 
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faced  an  enemy  in  the  field.  But  his  own 
activity,  valour,  and  skill,  aided  by  the  de- 
termined bravery  of  lieutenant  colonel  Bac- 
kus, of  the  regular  army,  supplied  all  de- 
ficiencies. Arrangements  were  made  to 
receive  the  enemy  with  a warm  and  galling 
fire  at  his  place  of  landing,  and  to  contest] 
the  ground  with  him  in  his  advance  towards  j 
the  tort. 

The  regiment  of  United  States’  troops 
were  stationed  in  the  rear,  while  general  | 
Brown,  at  the  head  of  his  new  levies,  occu- 
pied in  person  the  first  post  of  danger.  On 
the  second  fire  the  militia  broke  and  tied  in 
disorder,  but  were  rallied  again  by  the  ex- 
ertions of  their  commander.  During  the! 
remainder  of  the  conflict,  which  was  warm,j 
and  Continued  some  time  with  varying  sue-, 
cess,  the  presence  of  the  genera!  was  every! 
where  felt,  applauding  the  brave,  encour- 
aging the  timid,  and  rallying  the  flying,  till 
his  efforts  were  ultimately  crowned  with 
victory.  In  consequence  of  the  firm  front 
presented  by  the  regulars,  and  the  judicious 
disposition  of  a body  of  militia  threat- 
ening bis  rear,  the  enemy,  without  accom- 
plishing his  object,  was  compelled  to  relin- 
quish the  contest,  and  retreat  in  great  haste 
and  some  disorder  to  his  place  of  embarka- 
tion. The  annals  of  warfare  afford  but 
few  instances  where  the  success  of  a battle 
was  more  justly  attributed  to  the  talents 
and  conduct  of  the  eommander  in  chief, 
than  on  t he  present  occasion.  To  genera! 
Brown,  in  person,  did  the  whole  army  con- 
cur in  ascribing  the  merit  and  honour  of 
the  victory.  His  valour,  activity,  and  skill, 
during  the  action,  had  rendered  him  con- 
spicuous in  every  eye.  This  affair,  al- 
though diminutive  in  itself,  whew  compared 
with  the  gigantic  battles  of  Europe,  was, 
notwithstanding,  important  in  its  conse- 
quences, in  as  much  as  it  saved  from  de- 
struction our  great  naval  depot  on  the  lakes, 
and  compelled  the  enemy  to  respect  our 
arms. 

General  Brown,  returning  once  more  to 
private  life,  amidst  the  plaudits  and  con- 
gratulations of  his  fellow  citizens,  and. ac- 
companied by  a pleasing  consciousness  of 
having  contributed,  not  ineffectually,  to  the 
interests  of  his  country,  was  offered,  in  re- 
ward of  his  services,  and  as  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  worth,  the  command  of  a 
regiment  in  the  regular  army.  This  offer 
the  general  Unhesitatingly  declined,  from 
motives  which  w'ere  perfectly  correct  and 
honourable.  The  acceptance  of  it  would 
have  necessarily  contracted  his  sphere  of 
action,  placed  him  below'  officers  whom  he 
might  then  command,  and,  as  the  regiment 


in  his  offer  was  yet  to  he  raised,  a consider-' 
able  time  must  have  elapsed  before  he 
could  possibly  have  taken  the  field.  In 
plain  terms,  being  possessed  of  the  pride 
and  ambition  of  a soldier,  he  felt  himself 
entitled  to  a higher  rank.  Nor  w as  it  long 
till  the  government  of  his  country  concur- 
red with  him  in  opinion,  and  appointed 
him  a brigadier  general  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States. 

The  first  service  in  which  general  Brown 
was  engaged  under  his  new'  appointment, 
was  novel  and  arduous,  and  required  for 
its  accomplishment  the  exertions  of  not 
only  a man  of  ample  resources  of  mind, 
but  of  one  accustomed  to  the  management 
of  important  concerns.  It  was  the  superin- 
tendance and  direetiatf  of  the  arrangements 
for  transporting,  from  Saekell’s  Harbour 
down  the  St.  Lawrence,  the  army  com-' 
manded  by  general  Wilkinson  in  the  au- 
tumn of  the  year  1S13,  in  the  abortive  ex- 
pedition for  the  reduction  of  Montreal. 
For  the  completion  of  these  arrangements 
from  the  time  of  their  commencement,  only 
three  weeks  were  allow  ed,  a space  which- 
would  seem  utterly  insufficient  for  the  per- 
formance of  a service  so  complicated  ami 
extensive.  But  talents,  system,  and  indus- 
try combined,  are  competent  to  every  thing 
short  of  a miracle:  and  it  w as  such  a com- 
bination that  enabled  general  Brown  to 
perform  satisfactorily  this  eminently  diffi- 
cult and  responsible  duty,  in  even  less  than 
the  allotted  lime. 

In  the  expedition  down  the  St.  Lawrence, 
and  during  the  course  of  the  winter  that 
succeeded,  the  duties  and  services  in  which 
general  Brown  was  engaged,  were  of  the 
utmost  imporrance  to  the  operations  and 
well-being  of  the  army,  and  in  all  of  them, 
he  acquitted  himself  with  distinguished 
reputation.  Firmness  under  misfortune, 
and  indefatigable  perseverance,  when  diffi- 
culties presented  themselves,  were  among 
the  conspicuous  traits  in  his  character.  He 
manifested  a spirit  alike  invincible  in  the 
presence  of  an  enemy,  and  under  the  hard- 
ships incidental  to  military  life.  The  ex- 
ample of  activity,  vigilance  and  hardihood 
which  his  conduct  presented  to  both  officers 
and  soldiers,  was  not  among  the  least  of  his 
benefits  to  the  service. 

In  descending  the  St.  Lawrence,  general 
Brown  commanded  the  elite  of  the  army, 
and,  at  French  Creek,  repulsed,  with  his 
own  brigade,  a naval  armament  of  consi- 
derable force,  despatched  from  Kingston 
to  impede  his  progress,  On  passing  the 
British  fort  at  Prescott  he  was  officer  of 
the  day,  and  to  his  skill  and  conduct,  on 
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that  occasion,  is  to  be  attributed,  in  a great 
measure,  the  safety  of  the  army.  His  com- 
mand was  soon  afterwards  detached  in  ad- 
vance, on  the  difficult  and  highly  respon- 
sible duty  of  opening  and  preparing  the 
way  for  the  main  army.  The  report  of 
general  Wilkinson,  touching  the  manner 
in  which  that  service  was  performed,  em- 
braces all  that  cau  be  said  of  the  excellence 
of  an  officer.  In  the  disastrous  affair  at 
Williamsburg  on  the  11th  of  November,  he 
was  not  present;  no  part,  therefore,  of  the 
misfortunes  of  that  day  are  ascribable  to 
hi  211. 

On  the  abandonment  of  Canada  by  the 
American  forces,  an  event  which  soon  af- 
terwards succeeded— general  Wilkinson 
being  seriously  indisposed,  and  the  other 
senior  officers  exchanging  the  hardships  of 
a camp,  and  the  rigours  of  a northern  win- 
ter, for  the  luxuries  and  pleasures  of  civil 
life  in  a milder  climate — the  command  of 
the  army  devolved  on  general  Brown, 

From  the  inclemency  of  the  season,  and 
the  want  of  all  the  comforts  and  most  of 
the  necessaries  of  subsistence,  the  condi- 
tion ot*  the  troops  was  at  first  deplorable, 
But  by  the  exertions  of  the  commanding 
general,  aided  by  general  Swartwout,  of 
the  staff,  it  was  soon  ameliorated.  Com- 
fortable huts  were  provided,  the  ereeriou 
of  which  general  Brown  superintended  in 
person,  while  general  Swartwout  was  inde- 
fatigable in  procuring  supplies  of  provi- 
sions and  clothing:  Thus  passed  the  win- 

ter, though  not  without  trying  hardships, 
yet  with  much  less  suffering  than  could 
have  been  reasonably  expected  in  an  army 
abandoned  to  its  fate  by  those  who  ought 
to  have  been  present  to  provide  for  its 
wants.  In  a military  point  of  view,  more- 
over, its  aspect  was  such  as  to  command 
respect  from  a menacing  foe.  By  his  ar- 
dent and  persevering  devotion  to  their  com- 
fort and  interests,  and  the  wisdom  and  abil- 
ity which  he  displayed  in  promoting  them, 
pot  more  iu  their  encampment,  thau  during 
their  toilsome  and  exposing  march  on  their 
return  toSackett’s  Harhour,  geueral  Brown 
rendered  himself  deservedly  the  idol  of  the 
army,  and  rose  not  a little  in  the  esteem  of 
the  nation.  As  a reward  for  his  past  ser- 
vices, and  in  full  anticipation  that,  should 
bis  life  he  spared,  a higher  distinction  in 
arms  awaited  him,  lie  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  genera!.  In  that  capacity 
be  entered  on  the  succeeding  ca?npaign, 
which  will  long  be  memorable  in  the  an- 
nals of  America — in  which,  under  the  gui- 
dance and  protection  of  a kind  and  all-wise 


Providence,  he  was  so  highly  instrumental 
m checking  the  pride  of  Britain  by  land, 
which  our  naval  heroes  had  already  so  ef* 
fectually  humbled  by  sea,  and  in  restoring 
to  the  arms  of  his  country,  the  splendour 
they  had  attained  under  the  auspices  of 
Washington. 

In  the  winter  of  1S13-4,  the  enemy  hav- 
ing gained  possession  of  iort  Niagara,  and 
being  in  considerable  force  on  the  opposite 
shore,  a determination  was  formed  to  re- 
move once  more  the  seat  of  war  to  that 
frontier.  Perceiving  that  the  conflict  would 
be  arduous  and  sanguinary,  and  that  the 
master  spirits  of  the  army  alone  could  en- 
counter it  with  any  reasonable  prospect  of 
success,  the  executive  appointed  general 
Brown  to  lead  the  expedition,  associating 
with  him,  Scott,  Gaines,  Miller,  and  others, 
whose  names  have  become  conspicuous 
for  all  that  is  noble  in  the  profession  of 
arms. 

The  preceding  campaign  being  darken- 
e l by  disasters,  and  having  failed,  as  many 
supposed,  from  the  inability  of  those  by 
whom  it  had  been  conducted,  general 
Brown  and  his  officers  were  fully  sensible 
of  the  deep  stake,  which  both  themselves 
' and  their  country  held  on  the  issue  of  the 
present.  Their  hearts  and  minds  were 
prepared,  accordingly,  to  meet  with  firm- 
ness the  force  of  the  crisis.  It  is  generally 
understood  that  their  determination  was, 
not  to  survive  misfortune,  which  they  felt 
assured  the  public  would  regard,  under  any 
circumstances,  as  the  result  of  mismanage- 
ment, and  tantamount  to  disgrace.  They 
went  resolved  to  conquer  or  fall,  that  glory 
or  the  grave  might  eover  them  from  cen- 
sure. 

t 0 

This  campaign  being  destined  to  form  q, 
fresh  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  war,  pre- 
sented from  its  commencement  a new  as* 
pect.  'Phe  movements  of  the  army  were 
conducted  with  a celerity,  a silence,  and  a 
vigour,  which  had  not  been  observed  on  any 
former  occasion.  Accordingly,  general 
Brown  had  advanced  on  his  march  almost 
tp  Buflaloe,  before  it  was  generally  known 
that  he  had  left  his  encampment  at  Sac* 
kett’s  Harbour. 

A few  days  previous  to  his  passage  info 
Upper  Canada,  the  commanding  general 
tli us  writes  to  his  friend:  “I  shall,  with  t Ii^ 
blessing  of  God,  pass  the  strait  before  me 
the  first  week  in  July — I do  not  see  that 
this  army  is  to  be  assisted  by  the  fleet  of  ‘ 
either  lake,  commodore  Sinclair  being  civ 
dered  to  Mackinac:  but  I do  not  despair  of 
success,  and  rely  on  the  goodness  of  su 
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cause,  and  the  kindness  of  that  Providence 
which  has  never  forsaken  me.”* 

The  first  achievement  of  general 
Brown  on  entering  the  enemies’  territory, 
was  the  reduction  of  fort  Erie,  the  garrison 
of  which  surrendered  with  but  little  resist- 
ance. He  then  declared  martial  law,  and 
made  known  his  views  in  a proclamation 
essentially  different  from  those  that  had 
been  issued  by  sgme  of  his  predecessors. 
Instead  of  being  marked  with  empty  boast- 
ings and  threats  which  he  was  utterly  una 
ble  to  execute,  it  breathed  the  principles 
and  sentiments  of  an  upright  man  and  an 
honourable  warrior.  It  set  forth  that 
“men  found  in  arms,  or  otherwise  engaged 
in  acts  of  hostility,  should  be  dealt  with  as 
enemies,  while  those  demeaning  themselves 
peaceably,  and  pursuing  their  private  bu- 
siness should  be  treated  as  friends:  that 
private  property  should  be  in  all  eases  held 
sacred,  but  public  property  w herever  found, 
seized  and  disposed  of  by  the  commanding 
general:  that  plundering  was  strictly  pro 
hibited:  that  the  major  general  did  not  an 
ticipa|e  any  difficulty  in  this  respect  from 
the  regular  army,  nor  from  honourable 
volunteers,  who  had  pressed  forward  to  the 
standard  of  their  country,  to  avenge  her 
wrongs  and  gain  her  a name  in  arms  “ 
The  proclamation  further  declared,  that 
“profligate  men  who  follow  the  army  for 
plunder,  must  not  expect  to  escape  the  ven- 
geance of  those  gallant  spirits  who  are 
struggling  to  exalt  the  national  character.” 
Mo  sooner  had  the  general  made  the  ne- 
cessary arrangements  in  relation  to  the  oc- 
cupancy and  security  of  fort  Eric,  than  he 
marched  to  attack  the  enemy,  who  lay  en- 
trenched in  his  works  at  Chippewa.  This 
was  by  every  one  considered  as  a daring, 
hy  many,  as  a rash  and  hazardous  measure. 
But  something  signal  being  necessary  to 
yedeeni  the  reputation  which  had  been  lost 
in  the  events  of  former  campaigns,  difficul- 
ties and  dangers  and  remonstrances  were 
disregarded.  They  even  increased  the 
anxiety  for  action,  inasmuch  as  they  would 
add  to  the  glory  of  victory.  The  general’s 
plans  and  determinations  were  formed,  and 
nothing  that  human  resolution,  aided  by 
all  the  means  in  his  power,  was  capable  of 
surmounting,  could  restrain  him  from 


• It  redounds  not  a little  tc  the  honopr  of  genera!  Brown,  that 
the  array  which  he  led  into  Canada,  equal,  perhaps,  to  any  one 
of  tlie  sapne  number  that  ever  took  the  field— had  been  prepared 
tor  public  service  under  his  own  eye.  Such  was  its  discipline, 
ond  such  the  confidence  of  the  soldiers  in  each  other,  that  an  of- 
f.  -t  r of  rank  belonging  to  it  was  heard  to  declare,  that,  only  show 
die  troops  an  enemy,  and  communicate  to  them  the  plan  ol  attack, 
a id  they  would  fight  and  conquer  without  their  commander, 
t o bethe  prime  instrument  in  forming  such  an  army  is,  of  itself, 
* i act  of  distinguished  generalship;  and  that  distinction  belonged 
•v  ? iimd  JBrowa;  ' • 


boldly  attempting  their  execution.  Th* 
wished  for  moment  at  length  arrived.  The 
enemy  venturing  from  behind  his  entrench- 
ments, the  battle  was  fought  on  an  open 
plain,  and  though  not  of  long  duration,  was 
severe  and  sanguinary.  The  result  is  well 
known.  The  soldiers  and  officers  of  Wel- 
lington, who  had  wrested  the  laurels  from 
the  veterans  of  France,  were  defeated  by  a 
detachment  from  the  American  army.  The 
ouly  troops  engaged  on  the  part  of  general 
ifrown,  were  general  Scott’s  brigade,  and 
a corps  of  volunteers  commanded  by  gene- 
ral roiter.  The  remainder  of  the  army, 
although  burning  for  combat,  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  coming  into  action.  Scott’s  bri- 
gade, in  particular,  animated  by  the  exam- 
ple, and  directed  by  the  skill  of  its  gallant 
and  distinguished  leader,  performed  little 
less  than  prodigies  of  valour.  Wherever 
that  band  of  heroes — for  such  they  were—, 
directed  their  fire  or  pointed  their  bayonets* 
the  boasted  “conquerors  of  the  Peninsula” 
fled  or  fell.  Nor  were  the  volunteers  un- 
der Porter,  wanting  in  achievement.  They 
manifested  great  coolness  and  bravery,  and 
participated  not  a little  in  the  honours  of 
the  day.  The  British  fought  on  ground 
deliberately  chosen  by  themselves,  as  most 
suitable  to  their  discipline  and  plan  of  ac- 
tion, and  the  number  of  troops  they  had 
engaged — all  regulars— was  considerably 
superior  to  that  of  the  Americans.  Not- 
withstanding this,  their  discomfiture  was 
complete,  and  their  loss  very  considerable, 
Their  works  alone,  behind  which  they  re- 
treated, preserved  them  from  certain  and 
irretrievable  ruin.  Sueh  was  the  chastise- 
ment they  received  in  this  affair,  that  al-*, 
though  battle  was  soon  afterwards  offered 
them  again,  on  their  own  terms,  as  will 
appear  from  an  extract  of  a letter  from 
general  Brown,  they  felt  no  disposition  to 
accept  the  challenge. 

The  general  discovering  that  unfounded 
reports  were  in  circulation  respecting  some 
of  the  results  of  this  battle,  as  well  as  the 
relative  number  of  the  combatants,  felt  in- 
dignant at  the  ungenerous  effort  thus  made 
to  detract  from  the  well  nierited  fame  of 
his  army.  To  correct  the  honest  errors 
that  Were  afloat,  and  counteract  the  wilful 
misrepresentations  that  were  but  too  indus- 
triously propagated  oil  this  subject,  he  loses 
no  time  in  making  public  the  following 
statement:  “We  have  ascertained  to  a cer^ 
tainty  that  the  loss  of  the  enemy  was  near- 
er six  than  four  hundred.  Great  injustice 
is  done  to  my  brave  companions  in  arms* 


■V 


in  overrating  our  numbers.  The  enemy 


had  morq  regular  troops  than*  we  bad  en« 
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gaged,  and  that  upon  a perfect  plain,  with- 
out a stump  or  a shrub  to  interpose.  Be- 
sides, general  Ryal  had  plaued  his  order 
of  battle  at  leisure,  and  came  from  behind 
his  works  in  perfect  condition  for  action.” 
Shortly  after  the  action  at  Chippewa,  the 
general  thus  writes  to  his  friend  from 
Queenstowu.  “Hoping  and  believing  that 
the  enemy  would  make  another  struggle 
in  the  field,  if  pressed  on  his  strong 
ground,  supported  by  his  forts  on  the 
height,  I left  ail  my  baggage  under  a strong 
guard,  and  passed  on  with  three  days  pro- 
vision in  our  itaversacks.  The  enemy  fled 
before  us,  abandoning  his  fort  on  the  height, 
and  burning  his  barracks.  He  has  retired 
for  the  present  to  fort  Niagara  and  fort 
George.  I shall  rest  my  army  here  for  a 
few  days,  taking  care  that  the  enemy  shall 
n t escape  by  land,  and  with  the  hope  of 
hearing  from  Commodore  Chauncey.  I am 
in  no  condition  to  invest  forts  George  and 
Niagara,  without  his  aid  and  my  battering 
guns,  which  I expect  him  to  bring  me  from 
the  Harbour.  My  ability  to  face  the  enemy 
in  the  held  1 do  not  doubt,  and  I shall  not 
hesitate  to  meet  him  presently  should  he 
agaiu  oifer  me  battle — l have  now  seen  the 
falls  of  Niagara  in  all  their  majesty,  and 
my  camp  is  situate  in  a country  affording 
the  most  sublime  and  beautiful  scenery.  I 
can  fancy  nothing  equal  to  it,  except  the 
noble  contest  of  gallant  men  on  the  field  of 
battle,  struggling  for  their  country’s  glory 
and  their  own.” 

From  Queenstown,  where  he  had  been 
for  a short  time  stationary,  general  Brown 
marched  w ith  a part  of  his  army  down  to- 
wards fort  George.  His  object  in  this 
movement,  besides  reconnoitering  the  ene- 
my, was  to  be  near  to  the  shores  of  lake 
Ontario,  hoping  that  he  might  there  re- 
ceive some  intelligence  respecting  Commo- 
dore Chauncey  and  the  fleet.  Being  dis- 
appointed in  this  expectation,  he  returned 
after  a few  days  to  his  station  at  Queens- 
town. The  enemy,  in  the  mean  time,  were 
■ot  inactive.  Having  received  large  sup- 
plies, and  no  inconsiderable  addition  to 
their  numbers,  they  concentrated  their 
forces  in  the  peninsula  between  Burlington 
and  Erie,  and  felt  themselves  in  a condi- 
tion to  offer  battle.  The  proposal  was 
eagerly  embraced  by  the  American  general 
and  his  brave  associates. 

The  British  army  commanded  by  lieu- 
tenant general  Drummond  in  person,  aided 
by  major  general  Ryal  and  other  skilful 
and  distinguished  officers,  fought  again  on 
its  own  ground.  It  had  selected  a spot 
favourable  for  action,  not  far  distant  from 


the  falls  of  Niagara.  The  Americans  who 
were  again  the  assailants,  made  the  attack 
in  the  evening,  led  on,  as  at  Chippewa,  by 
general  Scott.  The  battle  raged  for  sev- 
eral hours  with  unabated  fury,  the  troops 
having  no  other  lights  to  direct  their  move- 
ments, and  conduct  their  steps  to  mutual 
slaughter,  but  the  dismal  gleam  of  their 
own  arms.  The  wonder  of  nature,  the  ad- 
jacent falls,  might  equal,  but  could  not,  in 
grandeur  and  magnificence,  surpass  the 
scene  which  this  conflict  presented.  Never 
was  there  a field  more  obstinately  contest- 
ed, nor  considering  the  numbers  engaged 
and  the  duration  of  the  struggle,  a broader 
display  of  individual  heroism.  The  ene- 
my, although  superiour  in  numbers  at  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  and  reinforc- 
ed by  a considerable  body  of  fresh  troops 
during  its  continuance,  were  compelled  to 
yield  to  American  valor.  Four  times  did 
their  bravest  troops  charge,  to  regain  their 
artillery,  which  had  been  wrested  from 
them,  and  as  often  were  they  compelled  to 
fall  back  in  dismay.  Their  loss  in  killed, 
wounded  and  prisoners  was  upwards  of  a 
thousand  men.  Among  the  latter  was 
major  general  Ryal  and  twenty  other  com- 
missioned officers,  some  of  them  of  rank. 
The  loss  on  the  American  side,  although 
somewhat  less,  was  by  no  means  trifling. 
General  Brown  was  himself  severely 
wounded,  and  among  the  slain  was  one 
of  his  aids,  a youth  of  accomplished  man 
ners  and  exalted  promise.  The  intrepid 
Scott,  who  was  to  be  found  only  where 
slaughter  was  thickest  and  danger  most 
threatening,  received  a wound  which  still 
deprives  his  country  of  his  services  in  the 
field. 

The  severity  of  general  Brown’s  wounds 
compelled  him  to  a temporary  retirement 
from  service.  But  in  the  space  of  a few 
weeks  we  find  him  again  at  the  head  of  his 
army,  no  longer  indeed  in  the  field,  but 
within  the  walls  of  fort  Erie.  In  the  in- 
terim our  troops  in  that  fortress  had  been 
much  harrassed  and  pressed  by  the  enemy, 
now  become  superior  in  a still  higher  de- 
gree by  reinforcements,  and  exasperated 
to  madness  by  their  late  defeats.  An  as- 
sault of  the  works  had  been  attempted, 
but  was  gallantly  repelled  by  the  Ameri- 
can forces  then  under  the  command  of  gen- 
eral Gaines.  Not  long  afterwards  that  ex- 
cellent officer  received  a serious  wound 
from  the  burstiugof  a shell,  which  obliged 
him  also  to  retire  for  a time  from  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country. 

Menaced  in  front  by  a powerful  enemy, 
and  having  a river  of  difficult  passage  in 
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(their  rear,  the  troops  in  fort  Erie  began  to 
be  considered  in  a very  perilous  situation. 
The  solicitude  for  the  safety  of  men,  who, 
by  acquiring  glory  for  themselves  had  con- 
ferred it  on  their  country  became  universal 
and  great.  For  a time  every  eye  seemed 
directed  towards  Erie,  and  every  American 
*seart  felt  a deep  interest  in  the  fate  of 
?hose  heroic  spirits  who  had  fairly  conquer- 
ed the  ‘‘conquerors  of  the  Peninsula.”  But 
to  a commander  whose  mind  is  firm,  col- 
lected, and  rich  in  resources,  difficulties 
are  but  the  harbingers  of  fresh  triumphs. 
While  general  Drummond  was  engaged  in 
formidable  arrangements  intended  for  the 
destruction  of  the  American  forces,  gene- 
ral Brown  was  still  more  actively  and  sa- 
gaciously employed  in  devising  means  for 
their  safety  and  glory. 

By  the  middle  of  September,  the  enemy 
bad  nearly  completed  a line  of  batteries  to 
command  the  iort,  which,  when  in  full 
operation,  would  have  rendered  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Americans  at  least  unsafe,  if 
not  untenable.  But  general  Drummond, 
while  erecting  this  extensive  work  of  an- 
noyance, was  little  aware  of'the  disaster 
and  mortification  he  was  preparing  for 
himself,  and  the  laurels  he  was  cultivating 
for  the  brow  of  his  adversary.  On  the 
17th  of  September,  the  day  before  the  tire 
from  the  batteries  was  to  commence,  ano- 
ther scenejof  glory  opened  on  the  American 
commander  and  his  brave  associates.  His 
plan  being  matured,  and  his  troops  in  rea- 
diness, their  spirits  wound  up  to  the  high- 
est enterprize,  general  Brown  made  a sor- 
tie, not  in  the  form  of  a ‘‘night  attack,”  of 
which  a distinguished  British  officer  had 
so  bitterly  complained,  but  in  the  face  of 
day,  drove  the  enemy  from  his  strong  hold 
with  the  loss  of  more  than  eight  hundred 
men,  spiked  his  cannon,  and  destroyed  his 
works.  Thus  was  the  labour  of  thousands, 
continued  unremittingly  for  many  weeks, 
frustrated  in  an  hour  by  the  skilful  and 
well-timed  enterprize  of  a commander,  and 
the  valour  and  heroism  of  a few  gallant  sol- 
diers. The  loss  of  the  Americans,  though 
considerable,  was  far  inferior  to  that  of  the 
British.  Several  excellent  officers  fell  on 
both  sides. 

For  brilliancy  and  effect,  this  sortie 
challenges  a comparison  with  any  thing 
recorded  in  the  annals  of  war.  It  is  of 
itself  sufficient  to  gain  for  a commander  a 
name  in  arms.  It  resembled  not  a little  the 
celebrated  exploit  of  general  Elliot,  in  the 
year  1781,  against  the  battery  erected  by 
the  Spaniards,  with  a view  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  fort  of  Gibraltar.  To  render 


the  discomfiture  of  the  enemy  the  more  sig- 
nal, and  his  disappointment  (he  more  gall- 
ing, the  besieged  general,  in  each  instance, 
suffered  the  hostile  work  to  be  ready  for 
operation,  before  the  development  of  liis 
plan  for  its  demolition.  In  each  instance, 
moreover,  the  success  of  the  assailants  was 
alike  complete,  and  alike  decisive  of  the 
issue  of  the  siege. 

Whiles  preparing  for  this  enterprize, 
which  he  had  for  sometime  meditated, 
general  Brown  writes  thus  to  an  intimate 
friend:  “I  trust  the  nation Will  not  submit! 
I believe  the  pressure  of  the  enemy  cannot 
fail  to  make  us  great — and  I pray  God  that 
my  hopes  may  not  be  disappointed!  My 
own  fate,  and  the  fate  of  the  brave  and 
good  men  arouud  me,  are  very  uncertain.” 
Shortly  after  the  destruction  of  his  works, 
general  Drummond  retreated  from  before 
fort  Erie,  and  fell  back  on  fort  George, 
leaving  the  American  army  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  security  and  repose,  as  the  reward 
of  their  valour.  The  conflict  in  that  quar- 
ter being  now  apparently  at  an  end.  general 
Brown  was  transferred  from  the  Niagara 
frontier  to  the  command  of  Saekett’s  Har- 
bour, which  constitutes,  as  we  believe,  his 
present  station. 

The  achievements  of  (he  American  er  ny 
during  the  last  campaign  in  Upper  C"iwda, 
considering  the  circumstances  under  which 
they  were  effected,  need  no  comment.  They 
are  their  own  best  interpreters,  speaking 
in  a language  which  cannot  he  misunder- 
stood. They  announce  in  the  commander, 
talents, perseverance  and  daring  enierpnze, 
and  in  his  brave  associates,  patience  and 
gallantry,  invincible  firmness  and  miliary 
discipline  in  its  highest  style.  They  will 
be  selected  hereafter  by  the  hand  of  his- 
tory, to  enrich  and  emblazon  some  of  her 
choicest  pages.  To  triumph  with  inferior 
numbers,  and  in  open  conflict,  over  troops 
that  had  defeated  the  veteran  legions  of 
France,  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  consummate 
the  glory  of  any  commander:  and  such  has 
bren  the  fortune  of  general  Brown. 

We  know  it  has  been  said  by  some,  that 
the  movements  and  measures  of  the  last 
campaign,  were  characterized  by  rashness, 
and  that  their  successful  issue  is  to  be  at- 
tributed more  to  good  fortune  than  to  able 
generalship.  We  consider  the  charge  as 
neither  generous  nor  just.  What  might 
well  bedeemed  rashness  at  one  conjuncture, 
is  wisdom  at  another;  and  that  general  who 
does  not  trust  somewhat  to  fortune,  will 
rarely  become  great.  He  may,  indeed,  save 
his  forces,  and  acquire  the  reputation  of  a 
prudent  commander.  But,  if  he  calculate 
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too  nicely,  lie  is  not  the  man  to  gain  lor  his 
country  a name  in  arms,  nor  suddenly  to 
revive,  by  deeds  of  valour,  the  hopes  and 
prospects  of  a people  broken  in  their  spirits 
by  repeated  disasters. 

It  has  been  already  stated,  that,  at  the 
opening  of  the  Canadian  campaign,  the 
reputation  of  the  American  land-arms  was 
at  a low  ebb  To  retrieve  this,  and  arouse 
the  spirits  of  the  nation,  something  of  no- 
ble and  impetuous  daring — something  be- 
yond the  mere  dictates  of  cold,  calculating 
prudence  and  gray-haired  wisdom,  had  be- 
come essential.  The  commander  who 
would  thus  adventure— thus  overstep  the 
limits  ofcommon  military  discretion,  would 
hazard  In  . iaiue  as  well  as  his  life.  01 
this  general  Brown  was  as  fully  sensible. 
a»  t -e  sternest  iueuleator  of  w isdom  and 
caution.  Hut  he  was  no  less  sensible,  that 
the  tioies  demanded  the  risk,  at  least,  of  a 
Bernice,  ami  he  was  willing,  should  Hea- 
ven so  order  it,  to  be  himself  the  victim, 
lienee  the  source — and  w isdom  herself  w ill 
yet  applaud  them — of  the  hardy  and  ha- 
zardous measures  he  pursued.  At  another 
time  he  might,  and,  if  w e are  not  mistaken 
in  him,  would  be,  as  circumspect  in  his 
calculations,  as  he  has  been  heretofore 
venturesome:  for  such  conduct,  and  sueh 
alone,  belongs  to  the  character  of  an  able 
captain — -to  suit  his  plans,  by  correspond- 
ing changes,  to  the  nature  of  the  crisis,  his 
own  situation,  and  the  exigency  of  affairs. 
Notwithstanding  the  prevalence  of  a con- 
trary belief  in  the  minds  of  many,  such  was 
unquestionably  the  conduct  of  Washington, 
that  model  of  all  that  is  praisew  orthy  in  a 
commander. 

In  private  life,  as  a neighbour,  a friend, 
a husband  and  a father,  general  Brown  is 
respected  and  beloved.  In  the  character 
of  a son,  he  is  peculiarly  exemplary.  For 
many  years  his  pious  and  assiduous  atten- 
tions have  been  the  support  and  consolation 
of  his  aged  parents,  one  of  whom  is  still 
living,  to  rejoice  in  his  prosperity,  and  to 
pour  forth  now  on  the  laureled  head  of  the 
leader  of  armies,  those  benedictions  which 
she  once  bestowed  on  the  helpless  infant. 

From  the  Analectica  Magazine. 

Anecdotes  of  the  Battle  on  Lake  Erie. 

It  is  a trite  remark,  that  general  descriptions  of  battle*  present 
no  distinct  images  to  the  mind.  W'e  read  with  little  emotion  of 
broadsides  discharged,  ships  cut  to  pieces,  and  numbers  killed  and 
wounded;  but  when  particulars  are  given  us,  when  the  imminent 
risks  or  piteous  disasters  of  individuals  are  detailed,  we  faucy  our- 
selves in  their  situations,  and  in  a manner  mingle  personally  in 
the  conflict. — A mere  outline  of  the  battle  of  Erie  was  given  some 
time  since  in  the  Biography  of  Commodore  Pen  y;  since  then  sev? 
eral  circumstances  have  reached  us,  which  give  a more  vivid  idea 
of  the  nature  of  the  fight,  and  show  the  incessant  and  thickening 
perils  with  which  that  young  officer  w as  surrounded. 

It  w as  his  lot  repeatedly  to  see  men  swept  aw  ay  from  his  side; 
some  even  while  conversing  with  him.  One  of  these  incidents 


display*  the  coolness  and  presence  of  mind  that  prevailed  among 
i he  officers,  and  indeed  throughout  the  ship,  enabling  them  even 
to  jest  with  present  dangers.  The  second  lieutenant  of  the  Law- 
rence. while  standing  beside  Commodore  Perry,  was  struck  iu 
the  breast  by  a chain  shot.  The  shot  having  passed  through  the 
bulwark,  had  no  other  effect  than  to  knock  biin  down,  and 
lodged  in  the  bosom  of  bis  waiscoat.  He  fell  with  an  exclamation, 
and  remained  for  a moment  stunned  by  the  violence  of  the  blow. 
Perry  raised  him  up,  and  seeing  no  marks  of  a wound,  gave  him 
some  cheering  words,  ami  told  him  he  cduld  not  be  hart.  The 
lieutenant  coming  to  himself,  put  his  hand  into  hi*  bosom,  pulled 
out  the  chain  shot,  and  exclaiming  “no  sir,  but  this  is  my  shot,’* 
thrust  it  with  great  sangfroid  into  his  pocket. 

In  the  course  of  the  action  Perry  noticed  a prime  and  favour- 
ite sailor,  who  was  captain  of  one  of  the  guns,  very  much  embar- 
rassed with  his  piece,  which  in  consequence  of  the  forelock 
being  broken,  was  rather  unmanageable  and  rebounded.  Perry 
approached  him,  and  in  his  usual  eneourageing  manner,  asked 
him  what  was  the  matter?  The  honest  tar  who  had  been  showing, 
signs  of  infinite  vexation,  turned  round,  and  as  if  speaking  of  a 
mistress,  exclaimed  reproachfully,  “Sir  my  gun  behaves  shame- 
fully—shamefully!”  He  then  levelled  it,  and  having  taken  aiir» 
raised  up  and  squared  himself  in  a fine  martial  style,  when  sud- 
denly a cannon  ball  struck  him  in  the  breast,  passed  through  him, 
and  he  fell  dead,  without  a groan! 

Lieutenant  Yarnall,  of  the  Lawrence,  behaved  throughout 
with  great  bravery  and  coolness.  He  was  dressed  as  u common 
seaman,  n red  bandana  handkerchief  was  tied  round  his  neck,  and 
another  round  his  liend,  to  stanch  two  wounds  which  he  had  re- 
ceived. From  these  the  blood  trickled  down  his  face,  and  a splin- 
ter having  passed  through  his  nose,  it  had  swelled  to  a hideous 
magnitude.  In  ihis  frightful  plight,  looking  like  the  very  genius 
of  carnage  and  ill  luck,  he  came  up  to  Perry  in  the  hottest  and 
bloodiest  of  the  fight,  and  announced  to  him  ihat  all  the  officers  of 
his  division  were  killed.  Perry  ordered  others  in  their  place. 
Shortly  after,  Yarnall  returned  with  a repetition  of  the  dismal  tid- 
ings that  all  the  officers  were  shot  down;  “then,  Sir,”  said  Perry, 
“you  must  endeavour  to  make  out  by  yourself,  I have  no  more  to 
furnish  you!” 

One  circumstance  which  Perry  relates  deserves  particular  men- 
tion. It  lias  in  it  something  of  sentiment  that  is  above  common 
life,  and  absolutely  belongs  to  i>oetry.  When  in  the  sweeping  ha- 
voc that  was  sometimes  made,  a nnmber  of  men  were  shot  away 
from  around  a gun,  the  survivors  looked  silently  around  to  Pcrry— 
and  then  stepped  into  their  places.  Whenever  he  looked  at  the 
poor  fellow  s that  lay  wounded  and  weltering  on  tht-deok,  he  always 
found  their  faces  turned  Uncards  him , and  their  eyes  fixed  art  his 
countenance . It  is  impossible  fur  words  to  heighten  the  sim- 
ple and  aiiecting  eloquence  of  this  anecdote.  It  speaks  volumes 
in  praise  of  the  heroism  of  the  commander,  and  the  loyal  affection 
of  nis  followers. 

When  Perry  went  off  from  the  Lawrence  to  shift  his  flag  to  the 
Niagara,  he  stood  up  in  the  boat  gallantly  waving  his  sword,  and 
was  heard  dieeiingly  to  exclaim,  “Pull  away  my  brave  boys!”  set 
earnest  w as  he  that  though  the  ba  Is  whistled  round  him  he  could 
scarcely  be  made  to  take  a seat,  and  an  old  sailor,  who  had  been  in 
both  battles  of  die  Constitution,  absolutely  held  him  down. 

Just  after  he  had  got  on  board  the  Niagara,  and  was  on  the 
quarter  deck,  a sailor  who  commanded  one  of  the  guns,  seeing  all 
his  men  shot  down,  turned  with  eagerness  to  Perry,  and,  and  lay- 
ing both  hands  upon  his  shoulders,  exclaimed,  “For  God’s  sakerSir, 
give  me  some  more  men!”  Such  was  the  vivid  animation  that 
prevailed  among  all  ranks— they  had  lost  all  sense  of  personal  dan- 
ger. and  thought  of  nothing  but  victory. 

When  the  Niagara  dashed  through  die  enemy’s  line,  as  she  pass, 
ed  the  Lady  Provost,  Lieutenant  Buchan,  the  commander  of  that 
vessel,  was  shot  through  the  face  by  a musket  ball.  The  vessels 
were  then  within  half  pistol  shot,  so  that  every  thing  could  he  seen 
distinctly  from  one  to  the  other.  The  crew  of  the  Lady  Prevost, 
unable  in  their  crippled  state  to  stand  the  tire  of  the  Niagara,  ran 
below ; but  their  unfortunate  commander  remained  on  deck,  and 
Perry  saw  him  leaning  on  the  companion-way,  with  his  face  on  his 
hand,  looking  with  fixed  stare  at  his  enemies.  Perry  immediate- 
ly silenced  the  marines  on  the  quarter  deck,  and  running  forward 
ordered  the  men  to  cease  firing.  He  afterw  ards  learnt  that  the 
strange  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Buchan  was  owing  to  sudden  de- 
rangement caused  by  his  wound.  He  was  a brave  officer,  and  had 
distinguished  himself  in  the  battle  of  die  Nile. 

While  Perry  was  engaged  at  close  quarters  in  the  Niagara, 
Lieutenant  Turner,  a fine  bold  young  sailor, who  commanded  the 
brig  Caledonia,  of  three  guns,  spreading  every  sail  endeavoured  to 
get  into  action.  His  foresail  interfered  between  him  aua  the  ene- 
my, but,  rather  than  take  in  an  inch  of  canvass,  he  ordered  his  men 
to  fire  through  it.  Seeing  the  commodore  engaged  in  the  thick- 
est of  the  fight,  he  proposed  to  the  commander  of  another  small 
vessel,  to  board  the  Detroit;  the  other,  however,  prudently  declined 
the  rash  but  gallant  proposal. 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  two  Indians  were  on  board  the  De- 
troit, stationed  in  the  tops,  to  pick  off  our  officers  with  their  rifles. 
No  sooner,  how  ever,  did  the  ships  come  into  close  action,  then  they 
were  dismayed  by  this  new  and  tremendous  species  #f  battle,  and 
slunk  into  the  hold. — When  the  ship  wns  taken  they  anticipated 
cruel  treatment,  if  their  nation  was  discovered,  and  borrowed  sai- 
lors’ clothes  that  they  might  pass  for  Englishmen.  Thus  disguised, 
they  lay  in  close  concealment  for  two  days,  when  worn  was 
brought  to  Perry,  that  two  Indians  were  concealed  below  who  had 
not  tasted  food  tor  eight  and  forty  hour*. 

He  had  them  brought  up  on  deck,  w here  they  made  a most  un- 
couth and  ludicrous  appearance,  with  their  bon  owed  garments  bag- 
ging about  theta.  They  expected  nothing  less  than  to  be  batcher- 
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cd  and  scalped,  but  notwithstanding,  preierved  th«  most  taciturn 
inflexibility  of  muscle.— Perry,  however,  after  putting  a few  good 
■•humoured  questions  to  them,  ordered  them  to  betaken  away  and 
fed;  a degree  ol'lenity  which  seemed  to  strike  them  with  more  sur- 
prize than  their  stoic  natures  are  a$>t  to  evinea. 

The  only  time  that  the  coolness  and  self  command  of  Perry  expe- 
rienced auy  thing  like  a shock,  was  on  seeing  his  young  brother  a 
midshipman,  knocked  down  by  a hammock,  which  had  been  driven 
in  by  a ball.  In  the  momentary  agony  of  his  mind  he  gave  him  up 
as  slaiD,  but  had  the  delight  to  see  him  rise  up  pertectiy  unhurt. 

Perry  speak9  highly  of  the  bravery  and  good  conduct  of  the  ne- 
groes,  who  formed  a considerable  part  of  his  crew.  They  seemed 
to  be  absolutely  insensible  to  danger.  When  Captain  Barclay 
came  on  board  the  Niagara,  and  beheld  the  sickly  and  particolored 
beings  around  him,  an  expression  of  chagrin  escaped  him  at  having 
been  conquered  by  such  men.  The  fresh  water  service  had  very 
vouch  impaired  the  health  of  the  sailors,  and  crouded  the  sick  list 
with  patients. 

We  shall  close  these  few  particulars  of  this  gallant  and  roman- 
tic afl'air;.  with  the  affecting  fate  of  Lieutenant  Brookes  «f  the 
marines.  It  present*  an  awful  picture  of  the  scenes  which  the 
warrior  witnesses  in  battle— his  favourite  companions  suddenly 
cut  down  before  his  eyes— those  dreadful  transitions  from  the 
flush  of  health  and  the  vivacity  of  youth,  to  the  ghastliness  of 
agonized  death— from  the  cheering  and  the  smile,  to  the  shriek 
and  the  convulsion. 

Brookes  was  a gay,  animated  young  officer,  remarkable  for  his 

ftrsonal  beauty.  In  the  midst  of  the  engagement  he  accosted 
erry  in  a spirited  tone,  with  a smile  on  his  countenance,  and 
was  making  some  observations  about  the  enemy,  when  a cannon 
ball  struck  him  in  the  thigh,  and  dashing  him  to  the  opposite 
side  of  the  deck.  The  blow  shattered  him  dreadfully,  and  the 
sudden  anguish  forced  from  him  the  most  thrilling  exclamations. 
He  implored  Peri  ) to  shoot  him  and  put  an  end  to  his  torture; 
the  latter  directed  some  of  the  marines  to  carry  him  below  and 
consign  him  to  the  surgeon.  The  scene  was  rendered  more 
aflecting  by  the  conduct  of  a little  mulatto  boy  of  twelve  years 
of  age,  a favourite  of  Brookes’.  He  was  carrying  cartridges  to 
one  of  the  guns,  but  on  seeing  his  master  fall,  Re  threw  himself 
on  the  deck  with  the  most  frantic  gesticulations  and  piercing 
cries,  exclaiming  that  his  master  was  killed;  nor  could  he  be 
appeased  until  orders  were  given  to  take  him  below  when  he 
immediately  returned  to  carrying  cartridges. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  the  purser,  who  h*d  worked  at  a gun  like  a 
common  sailor,  being  wounded,  was  carried  below  and  laid  on 
the  same  mattrass  with  Brookes-  The  wound  of  the  latter  was 
stanched,  and  he  lay  composed,  calmly  awaiting  his  approaching 
death.  Hamilton  observes  that  he  never  looked  so  perfectly 
beautiful  as  at  this  moment,  when  the  anguish  of  his  wound  had 
imparted  a feverish  flush  and  lustre  to  his  usually  blooming  coun- 
tenance. He  asked  with  great  solicitude  after  Perry,  and  how 
the  battle  went.  He  gave  a few  directions  respecting  his  own 
affairs,  and  while  his  voice  was  growing  weaker  and  weaker,  re- 
commended his  little  mulatto  to  kindness  and  protection-directing 
into  whose  hands  he  should  be  placed  While  he  was  yet  talk- 
ing, Hamilton’s  attention  was  suddenly  attracted  by  some  cir- 
cumstance which  occasioned  him  to  look  another  way  for  a 
moment— the  voice  of  his  companion  died  upon  his  ear,  and  when 
he  turned  his  face  again,  poor  Brookes  had  expiredl 


Additional  Anecdotes. 

(by  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  MUSEUM.) 

The  means  employed  by  our  oflicers  to 
take  the  brigs  over  the  bar,  were  ingeniuos 
and  deserve  mention.  Two  large  scows 
fifty  feet  long,  ten  feet  wide  and  eight  feet 
deep,  w ere  prepared — they  were  first  filled 
with  water  and  then  floated  along  side  one 
of  the  vessels  in  a parallel  direction;  they 
were  then  secured  by  means  of  large  pieces 
of  hew  n timber  placed  athwart  ship,  with 
both  ends  projecting  from  the  port  holes 
across  the  scows;  the  space  between  these 
timbers  and  the  boat  secured  by  other 
pieces  properly  arranged;  the  water  was 
then  bailed  from  the  scow  s,  thereby  giving 
them  an  astonishing  lifting  power. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  September, 
at  sunrise,  the  enemy  were  discovered  bear- 
ing down  from  Malden  for  the  evident  pur- 
pose of  attacking  our  squadron,  then  at  an- 
chor in  Put-in-Bay.  Not  a moment  was  to 
be  lost.  Our  squadron  immediately  got  un- 
der way  and  stood  out  to  meet  the  British 


fleet,  which  at  this  time  had  the  weather 
gage.  At  10  a.  m.  the  wind  shifted  from 
s.  w.  to  s.  e.  which  brought  our  squadron 
to  windward.  The  wind  was  light,  the  day 
beautiful — not  a cloud  obscured  the  horizon. 
The  line  was  formed  at  11,  and  Commodore 
Perry  caused  an  elegant  flag,  which  he  had 
privately  prepared,  to  be  hoisted  at  the 
mast  head  of  the  Lawrence;  on  this  flag 
was  painted  in  characters,  legible  to  the 
whole  fleet,  the  dying  words  of  the  immor- 
tal Lawrence, — “Don’t  give  up  the 
ship.”  Its  effect  is  not  to  be.  described — every 
heart  was  electrified.  The  crews  cheered, 
the  exhilerating  can  was  passed.  Both 
fleets  appeared  eager  for  the  conflict^  on  the 
result  of  which  so  much  depended. 

The  editor  of  this  paper,  in  company 
with  five  others,  arrived  at  the  head  of  Put- 
in-Bay island  on  the  evening  of  the  9th, 
and  had  a view  of  the  action  at  the  distance 
of  only  ten  miles.  The  spectacle  was  tru- 
ly grand  and  awful.  The  firing  incessant 
for  the  space  of  three  hours,  and  continued 
at  short  intervals  forty-five  minutes  longer* 
In  less  than  one  hour  after  the  battle  began 
most  of  the  vessels  of  both  fleets  were  en- 
veloped in  a cloud  of  smoke,  which  render- 
ed the  issue  of  the  action  uncertain,  till  the 
next  morning,  when  we  visited  the  fleet  in 
the  harbour  on  tbe  opposite  side  of  the 
Island.  The  reader  will  easily  judge  of 
our  solicitude  to  learn  the  result.  There 
is  no  sentiment  more  painful  than  suspense, 
when  it  is  excited  by  the  uncertain  issue  of 
an  event  like  this. 

The  carnage  on  board  the  prizes  was 
prodigious— they  must  have  lost  200  in  kil- 
led, besides  wounded.  The  sides  of  the 
Detroit  and  Queen  Charlotte  wrere  shatter- 
ed from  bow  to  stern;  there  was  scarcely 
room  to  place  one’s  hand  on  their  larboard 
sides  without  touching  the  impression  of  a 
shot — a great  many  balls,  canister  and 
grape,  were  found  lodged  in  their  bulwarks, 
which  were  too  thick  to  be  penetrated  by 
our  carronades,  unless  within  pistol  shot 
distance.  Their  masts  were  so  much  shat- 
tered that  they  fell  overboard  soon  after 
they  got  into  the  bay. 

The  loss  of  the  Americans  was  severe, 
particularly  on  board  the  Lawrence.  When 
her  flag  was  struck  she  had  but  nine  men 
fit  for  duty  remaining  on  deck.  Her  sides 
were  completely  riddled  by  the  shot  from 
the  long  guns  of  the  British  ships.  Her 
deck,  the  morning  after  the  conflict,  when 
I first  went  on  board,  exhibited  a scene  that 
defies  description — for  it  was  literally  co- 
vered with  blood,  which  still  adhered  to 
the  plank  in  clots — brains,  hair  and  frag- 
ments of  bones  still  sticking  to  the  rigging 
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and  sides.  The  surgeons  were  still  uusy 
with  the  wounded — enough! — horror  ap- 
palled my  senses. 

Among  the  wounded  were  several  brave 
fellows,  each  of  whom  had  lost  a leg  or  an 
arm — they  appeared  cheerful  and  expres- 
sed a hope  that  they  had  done  their  duty. 
Rome  and  Sparta  would  have  been  proud 
of  these  heroes. 

The  efficacy  of  the  gun  boats  was  fully 
proved  in  this  aetion,  and  fclie  sterns  of  a.l 
the  prizes  bear  ample  testimony  of  the 
fact. — They  took  raking  positions  and  gal- 
led the  enemy  severely.  The  Lady  Pre- 
vost  lost  twelve  men  before  either  of  the 
brigs  fired  on  her. — Their  fire  Was  quick 
and  precise.  Let  us  hear  the  enemy. — 
The  general  order  of  Adjutant  General 
Haynes,  contains  the  following  words: 
“His  [Perry’s } numerous  gun  boats,  [four] 
which  had  proved  the  greatest  annoyance 
dur  ing  the  action  were  all  uninjured.” 

The  undaunted  bravery  of  admiral  Bar- 
clay entitled  him  to  a better  fate;  to  the 
loss  of  the  day  was  superadded  grievous 
and  dangerous  wounds:  he  had  before  lost 
an  arm;  it  was  now  his  hard  fortune  to  lose 
the  use  of  the  other,  by  a shot  which  carri- 
ed away  the  blade  of  the  right  shoulder;  a 
canister  shot  made  a violent  contusion  in 
his  hip:  his  wounds  were  for  some  days  con- 
sidered mortal.  Every  possible  attention 
was  paid  to  his  situation. — When  Commo- 
dore Perry  sailed  for  Buffalo,  he  was  so  far 
recovered  that  he  took  passage  on  hoard 
our  fleet.  The  fieet  touched  at  Erie.  "The 
citizens  saw  the  affecting  spectacle  of  Har- 
rison and  Perry  supporting  the  wounded 
British  hero,  still  unable  to  walk  without 
help,  from  the  beach  to  their  lodgings. 

On  board  of  the  Detroit,  twenty-four' 
hours  after  her  surrender,  were  found  snug- 1 
}y  stowed  away  in  the  hold,  two  Indian! 
Chiefs,  who  had  the  courage  to  go  on  board 
at  Maiden,  for  the  purpose  of  acting  as 
sharp  shooters  to  kill  our  officers  One  ; 
had  tli e courage  to  ascend  into  the  round 
top  and  discharge  his  piece,  but  the  whiz- 
zing of  shot,  splintrs,  and  bits  of  rigging 
soon  made  the  place  too  warm  for  him — he 
descended  faster  than  he  went  up;  at  the 
moment  he  reached  the  deck,  the  fragments 
of  a seaman’s  head  struck  his  comrade’s 
face,  and  covered  it  with  blood  and  brains. 
He  vociferated  the  savage  iuterjectiou 
“ quoli! ” and  both  songht  safety  belovv. 

I he  British  officers  had  domesticated  a 
hear  at  Alaiden.  Bruin  accompanied  his 
comrades  to  battle — was  on  deck  of  the  De- 
troit during  the  engagement,  and  escaped 
unhurt. 

The  killed  of  both  fleets  were  thrown 
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>ver  board  as  fast  as  they  fell.  Several 
were  washed  ashore  upon  the  Island  .md 
the  main  during  the  gales  that  succeeded 
the  action. 

Commodore  Perry  treated  the  prisoners 
with  humanity  and  indulgence;  several  Ca- 
nadians, having  wives  at  Alaiden,  were  per- 
mitted to  visit  their  families  on  parole. 

The  British  were  superior  in  the  length 
and  number  of  their  guns,  as  well  as  in  the 
number  of  meu.  The  American  fleet  was 
manned  with  a motly  set  of  beings,  Euro- 
peans, Africans,  Americans,  from  every 
part  of  the  United  States.  Full  one  fourth 
were  blacks . 1 saw  one  Russian , who  could 

not  speak  a word  of  English.  They  were 
brave — and  who  could  be  otherwise  under 
the  command  of  Perry? 

The  day  alter  the  battle,  the  funeral  ob- 
sequies of  the  American  and  British  offi- 
cers, who  had  fallen  in  the  action  were 
performed,  in  an  appropriate  and  affecting 
manner.  An  opening  on  the  margin  of  the 
bay  was  selected  for  the  interment  of  the 
bodies.  The  crews  of  both  fleets  attended. 
The  weather  was  fine — the  elements  seem- 
ed to  participate  in  the  solemnities  of  the 
day,  for  every  breeze  was  hushed  and  not 
a wave  ruffled  the  surface  of  the  water. 
The  procession  of  boats — the  neat  appear- 
ance of  the  officers  and  men — the  music— 
the  slow  and  regular  motion  of  the  oars, 
striking  in  exact  time  with  the  notes  of  the 
solemn  dirge — 1;  » mournful  waving  of  the 
flags — the  sound  of  the  minute  guns  from 
the  different  ships  in  the  harbor — the ‘wild 
and  solitary  aspect  of  the  place — the  still- 
ness of  nature,  gave  to  the  scene  an  air  of 
melancholy  grandeur,  better  felt  than  de- 
scribed— all  acknowledged  its  influence- 
all  were  sensibly  affected.  What  a con- 
trast did  it  exhibit  to  the  terrible  conflict 
of  the  preceding  day!  Then  the  people  of 
the  two  squadrons  were  engaged  in  the 
deadly  stride  of  arms.  Now  they  associated 
like  brothers,  to  pay  the  last  sad  tribute  of 
respect  to  the  dead  of  both  nations. 

Five  officers  were  interred,  two  Ameri- 
can and  tnree  British.  Lt.  Brooks  and 
midshipman  Laub  of  the  Lawrence;  Cap- 
tain Fitinis  and  Lt.  Stokoe  of  the  Queen 
Ch&riotie.  and  Lt.  Garland  of  the  Detroit. 
The  graves  are  but  a few  paces  from  the 
beach,  and  the  future  traveller  of  either  na- 
tion, will  find  no  moniento  by  which  to  dis- 
tinguish the  American  from  the  British 
hero. 

The  marines  of  our  fleet  were  highly 
complimented  by  the  commodore,  for  tneiV 
good  conduct;  although  it  was  the  first  time 
tiie  most  of  them  had  seen  a square  rigged 
vessel,  being  freak  from  ljarri*on’s  army. 
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The  Kentuckians  proved,  on  this  occasion, 
as  has  the  commodore  since,  that,  they  can 
fight  on  both  elements. 

Captain  Downie. 

From  a late  St.  John's  'paper. 

Captain  G.  Downie,  who  fell  in  the  late 
engagement  on  Lake  Champlain,  was  the 
sou  of  a respectable  Clergyman  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Ross.  At  an  early  period  of  his 
youth,  he  entered  into  the  Navy  as  a Mid- 
shipman, and  served  on  board  the  Circe 
frigate,  in  the  memorable  battle  at  Cam- 
perd  wn.  He  acted  in  the  same  capacity, 
for  some  time,  in  the  Melampus , and  after- 
wards in  the  Apollo  frigate  in  the  West 
Indies  tor  several  years.  In  this  station, 
his  uniform  good  conduct  and  strict  atten- 
tion to  his  duty,  received  the  most  flatter- 
ing approbation  of  his  superiors,  and  re- 
commended him  to  the  particular  notice  of 
Admiral  Montague,  the  Commander  of  the 
Jamaica  station,  who  promoted  him  to  the 
rank  of  Lieutenant.  On  his  return  to  En- 
gland. for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  which 
had  been  much  impaired,  his  promotion 
was  confirmed  by  the  Admiralty;  and  in 
1804,  he  was  appointed  by  Earl,  St.  Vin- 
cent to  the  Sea-horse  frigate,  of  36  guns, 
then  eoimtianded  by  the  lion.  capt.  Boyle. 
This  was  the  commencement  of  Lieut. 
Downie’s  career  as  a distinguished  officer, 
in  May,  1805,  in  a six  oared  cutter,  man- 
ned from  the  Sea-horse , he  performed  a 
most  important  service  in  (he  Mediterrane- 
an. by  the  capture  of  a Spanish  convoy, 
laden  with  naval  and  ordnanee  stores, 
though  under  the  protection  of  a battery, 
two  armed  schooners,  and  several  mortar 
and  gun  launches.  This  gallant  achieve- 
ment was  effected  with  infinite  judgment, 
intrepidity,  and  spirit,  by  Lieut.  Dow  nie, 
and  his  brave  comrades,  of  w hich  a most 
honorable  report  was  made  by  captain 
Bovle,  in  his  public  despatch  to  the  admir- 
alty. 

Captain  Boyle  was  succeeded  in  his  com- 
mand by  the  late  much  lamented  Captain 
J.  Stewart,  between  whom  and  Mr.  Dow- 
nie,  who  was  then  1st  Lieutenant  the  most 
confidential  intercourse  subsisted.  The 
admirable  discipline,  order,  and  regularity 
of  the  ship’s  company  of  the  Sea-horse  at- 
tracted the  notice  of  Lord  Collingvvood,  the 
commander  in  Chief,  who,  to  that  high 
state  of  discipline,  combiued  w ith  the  skill 
and  gallantry  of  the  Officers  mainly  attri- 
buted the  splendid  victory  obtained  by  this 
single  frigate  in  the  attack  and  defeat  of  a 
squadron  of  Turkish  ships  in  the  Archipel- 
lago,  ia  the  night  of  the  5th  Jnly,  1605. 


This  was  one  of  the  most  celebrated  ac- 
tion fought  by  a single  ship  during  the  war 
against  a force  so  greatly  superiour.  Af- 
ter a severe  and  sanguinary  engagement  of 
four  hours,  it  terminated  in  the  capture  of 
the  Beder  Zatter  of  52  guns  and  500  men. 
Another  frigate  was  sunk,  and  a corvettee 
escaped.  In  this  brilliant  affair,  which  re- 
flects so  much  lustre  on  the  British  flag, 
Lieutenant  Downie  bore  a conspicuous 
share.  Such  was  the  tremendous  fire  of 
the  Sea-horse,  and  such  the  obstinate  brave- 
ry of  the  enemy  that  165  men  were  killed 
&a  190  wounded  in  the  Turkish  ship  before 
her  colours  were  struck!  Lieut.  Dow  nie  was 
immediate  put  in  command  of  the  captured 
frigate,  which  he  carried  to  Malta,  and 
soon  after  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
master  and  commander,  his  commission  be- 
ing dated  from  the  day  of  the  action. 

In  the  year  1810,  Captain  Downie  wag 
appointed  by  Mr.  Yorke  to  the  command 
of  the  Royalist  sloop  of  war  in  the  Downs. 
In  this  most  useful  though  unprofitable  ser- 
vice, Captain  Downie,  by  his  unceasing  ac- 
tivity, vigilence,  and  perseverence,  in  all 
weathers,  captured  or  destroyed  so  many 
of  the  enemy’s  privateers  in  the  channel, 
that  on  the  1st  of  January  1813,  he  re- 
ceived from  Lord  Mellville  the  great  ob- 
ject. of  his  ambition  the  rank  of  a Post  Cap- 
tain in  the  British  Navy. 

Captain  Downie,  though  a strict  discip- 
linarian, yet  always  conciliated  the  attach- 
ment of  his  ship's  company,  by  the  temper 
and  impartiality  with  which  he  noticed  any 
neglect  of  duty.  To  preserve  the  health 
of  the  men  was  his  first  object,  and  this  ho 
attained  in  a great  degree,  by  rigidly  en- 
forcing a general  observance  of  temper- 
ance and  cleanlines. 

This  enterprising  spirit  and  zeal  in  ths 
prompt  and  vigorous  discharge  of  every 
public  duty,  no  doubt,  pointed  him  out, 
among  others,  as  eminent ly  qualified  for 
the  arduous  service  on  the  Canadian  Lakes. 
In  April  last  he  sailed  with  the  expedition 
from  Portsmouth,  to  join  the  fleet  on  Lake 
Ontario,  as  second  in  command  to  Sir  James 
Yeo,  where  he  remained  till  the  end  of  Au- 
gust, when  he  was  detached  by  that  officer 
to  take  the  command  ol  the  flotilla  on  Lake 
Champlain,  for  (he  purpose  of  co-operating 
with  the  army  under  Sir  George  Prevost. 

On  the  nth  September  while  gallautly 
leading  his  ship  Confiavce,  to  attack  the 
American  commodore,  he  was  unfortunate- 
ly killed,  at  the  commencement  of  the  ac- 
tion. Captain  Downie  was  honoured  with 
the  friendship  of  many  distinguished  offi- 
cers of  high  rank  in  service,  by  whom  he 
was  much  esteemed.  In  private  life,  his 
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many  amiable  and  estimable  qualities  en- 
deared him  to  a numerous  and  respectable 
circle  of  friends,  who  sincerely  lamented 
his  untimely  fall.  Indeed,  the  death  of  an 
officer  of  such  acknowledged  talents  in  his 
profession,  and  of  such  high  promise,  in  ay 
justly  be  regarded  as  a public  loss. 

From  the  United  States  Gazette. 

Lieutenant  Franklin  K.  Howell,  kil- 
led in  the  engagement  on  board  the  United 
States’  frigate  President,  was  a son  of  the 
late  Governor  Howell,  of  New -Jersey. — 
When  about  lour  years  old  he  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  lose  his  father,  whose  loss,  how- 
ever, was  in  a great  measure  made  up  to 
him  by  Gen.  Franklin  Davenport  of  Wood- 
bury, who  took  him  into  his  family  and 
treated  him  w ith  all  the  affection  of  a kind 
and  tender  parent.  Under  the  more  imme- 
diate care  and  instruction  of  Miss  Debo- 
rah Davenport,  sister  to  the  general,  he  re- 
ceived the  rudiments  of  his  moral  and  reli- 
gious education,  which  had  an  abiding  ef- 
fect on  him.  His  literary  acquirements, 
in  which  he  had  made  considerable  pro- 
gress, were  obtained  in  the  Woodbury  A- 
caderny.  He  was  entered  a midshipman 
in  the  United  States  service,  under  Com- 
modore Decatur,  sometime  in  the  year 
1811,  in  which  capacity  his  conduct  was 
such  as  to  acquire  him  the  esteem  of  his 
equal  and  superior  officers,  and  to  recom- 
mend him  to  the  attention  of  the  govern- 
ment, who  in  the  year  I B conferred  on 
him  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  in  his  dispo- 
sition he  was  amiable,  in  his  deportment 
moral,  in  his  manners  unusually  polite  and 
gentlemanly,  in  his  office  firm  and  brave. — 
Such  was  this  young  gentleman,  who  fell 
in  the  late  destructive  war,  at  the  early 
age  of  eighteen,  in  bravely  defending  the 
flag  of  his  country.  Thus  have  been  blast- 
ed the  fond  hopes  and  pleasing  expecta- 
tions of  many  kind  parents  and  friends,  by 
this  worse  than  useless  wall  He  has  left  a 
large  circle  of  relations,  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances to  lament  his  premature  death: 
but  while  they  inouru  they  have  (lie  conso- 
lation to  reflect  that  he  fell  in  undauntedly 
discharging  his  official  duty. 

From  the  Boston  Patriot. 

It  may  be/ecolleeted  that  in  the  engage- 
ment between  the  U.  8.  ship  Wasp,  and  the 
British  brig  of  war  Reindeer,  two  officers 
oil  hoard  the  American  vessel  were  stated 
to  have  been  dangerously  wounded,  viz. 
Henry  S.  Languon,  Jr.  and  Frank  Ygs- 
can,  Midshipmen,  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H. — 
They  have  both  since  died  of  their  w ounds. 
The  following  particulars  concerning  the 


former  of  these  young  gentlemen  are  con- 
tained in  a letter  from  an  officer  of  the 
Wasp  : 

‘•He  was  stationed  in  the  foretop,  and 
there  commanded  a body  of  marines,  from 
whose  musketry  the  enemy  suffered  severe- 
ly during  the  engagement,  as  they  them- 
selves acknowledged.  About  the  middle 
of  the  action,  the  Reindeer  shut  athwart 
the  Wasp’s  bows,  so  that  the  foresail  of 
the  latter  was  in  the  way  of  her  own  men, 
and  prevented  the  effect  of  their  fire.  Un- 
willing thus  to  seek  respite  from  danger, 
or  that  the  enemy  shou.d  profit  by  their  in- 
activity, the  men,  cheered  by  his  example, 
swung  themselves  upon  the  foreyard,  and 
presenting  their  muskets  under  the  fore- 
sail, poured  a deadly  and  destructive  fire 
upon  the  Reindeer’s  deck.  In  this  haz.  rd- 
ous  situation  he  received  a musket-ball  in 
the  breast,  which  proved  to  be  mortal,  but 
did  not  theu  deter  him  from  duty  ; he  re- 
fused to  he  taken  on  deck,  or  to  quit  his 
post,  until  the  actiou  was  over,  and,  with 
a veteran  composure  to  the  last,  kept  en- 
couraging his  men  to  keep  cool  and  take 
%ood  aim. 

“ He  lingered  until  the  arrival  of  the 
Wasp  at  L’Orient,  and  there  laid  down 
for  his  beloved  country,  a life,  which,  if 
spared,  would  have  been  devoted  to  her 
service  ; leaving  to  he  lamented,  by  his  af- 
flicted friends,  the  loss  of  the  greatest 
worth  and  goodness  of  heart,  combined 
with  the  most  amiable  disposition  and 
pleasing  manners.’* 

From  the  Delaivare  Gazette. 

Com.  Thomas  Macdonough, 

The  hero  of  Champlain,  was  born  at  the 
Trap,  in  New  Castle  county  and  state  of 
Delaware,  in  Dec.  1783.  His  father,  Dr. 
Thomas  Macdonough,  was  horn  at  the  same 
place  and  was  practising  physic  there,  at 
the  beginning  ul*  the  revolutionary  war. 
At  the  particular  request  of  his  friend,  col. 
Haslet,  who  was  killed  at  Princeton;  he 
took  the  command  of  a battalion  of  the 
Delaware  regiment.  After  his  tour  of  duty 
was  performed,  he  returned  to  his  native 
state,  where  lie  took  the  command  of  a reg- 
iment of  militia,  and  w here  lie  was  after- 
wards appointed  an  associate  judge  in  the 
court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  w hich  office  he 
continued  until  his  death  in  1795.  The 
Doctor’s  father,  James  Macdonough,  was 
a respectable  inhabitant  of  the  county,  and 
died  iU  a very  advanced  age  in  1702.  Dr. 
Thos.  Macdonough  left  four  sons,  James, 
Thomas,  Samuel,  and  Joliu— J*mes,  the 
elder,  entered  as  a midshipman  on  board 
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tbe  Constellation  with  capt.  Truxton;  and.  j 
after  distinguishing  himself  under  that 
gallant  commander,  returned  to  his  native 
state,  disabled  by  the  loss  of  a leg.  sustain- 
ed in  the  capture  of  the  Insurgent.  At  his 
return  Thomas  was  peaceably  employed  in 
a store,  in  Middletown,  in  his  native  state: 
hut  catching  from  James  the  soldier’s  flame 
he  entered,  as  his  brother  had  done,  as  a 
Midshipman  in  the  naval  service  of  his 
country.  He  was  then  about  seventeen 
years  of  age;  and,  in  a profess  ion  thus 
voluntarily  aud  ardently  embraced,  he  was 
not  likely  to  remain  long  undistinguished, 

specie  of  war  only  was  seen  in  our  politi- 
cal horizon,  and  against  the  Tripolitans 
the  orportunities  for  enterprise  were  very 
rare.  These,  however,  when  they  did  oc- 
cur, were  embraced  by  our  naval  heroes 
•with  an  eagerness,  and  executed  with  an 
intrepidity  and  skill  which  not  only  aston- 
ished the  world,  but  even  themselves. — 
Sympathy  which  give  a single  force  to 
their  united  action,  and  a generous  emula- 
tion, which  stimulated  their  courage  almost 
to  desperation,  gave  to  Great  Britain  an 
©minions  presage  of  their  future  greatness, 
to  their  country  the  fondest  and  proudest 
hopes,  and  made  their  Barbarian  enemy  ex- 
claim, ‘they  are  more  than  mortals.’  Among 
»uch  as  these  Macdonough  was  eminently 
distinguished,  and  bv  his  conduct  in  the 
destruction  of  the  Philadelphia,  and  I he 
subsequent  capture  of  a Tripolitan  gun* 
boat,  by  the  side  of  Decatur,  he  was  pro- 
TBioted  !o  the  rank  of  lieutenant. 

Without  the  patronage  of  friends,  our 
voung  hero  advanced  by  his  courage  and 
conduct,  from  the  humble  birth  of  a mid- 
shipman to  a command  which  covered  the 
heart  of  the  nation;  a command  by  the 
experience  of  former  wars  proved  to  be  of 
yit$,l  importance — where  every  thing  was 
fo  |je  created  by  his  genius  and  protected 
fcy  his  vigilance. 

In  a very  gloomy  moment  he  answered 
the  hopes  of  his  countrymen,  and  in  a ra- 
diance of  glory  dispelled  the  menacing 
storm.  But  it  was  not  he!  It  was  the  Lord 
of  Hosts  whp  stopped  to  show  to  an  offend- 
ing nation,  in  a moment  of  despondence, 
that  he  will  listeft  to  the  prayers  and  nerve 
the  arpi  of  a Christian  Hero.  An  habitual 
respect  for  the  Christian  religion  is  often 
^mistaken  for  Christianity,  and  pressed  in- 
to service  to  adorn  the  character  of  the  Soi- 
dier—iiQt  such  are  the  claims  of  Maedon- 
Piugh.  lijs  religion  appears  to  be  of  that 
yital  nature  which  reaches  the  heart,  tem- 
pers tbe  affections,  and  regulates  the  &c- 
tipps,  It  may  be  said  in  spiritual,  as  in 
temporal  affairs,  that  be  has  fought  the 


good  tight  and  came  off  more  than  con- 
queror. In  a letter  to  a relative  in  Dela- 
ware, written  in  June  last,  after  expressing 
his  warm  regard  for  the  place  of  his  nativ- 
ity, and  friends  of  his  youth,  and  promising 
to  visit  them  if  God  should  spare  his  life 
to  the  close  of  the  present  season,  he  de- 
clares the  happiness  he  derives  from  his 
reliance  upon  the  merits  and  attonement  to 
Christ,  and  earnestly  recommends  to  them 
a religious  life  as  the  only  one  which  good 
sense  would  point  out  to  those  convinced 
that  there  is  another  world.  To  his  bro- 
ther’s widow,  left  in  slender  circumstan- 
ces, he  tenders  liberal  pecuniary  aid,  and 
delicately  releases  her  from  all  obligation 
on  that  score,  by  declaring  that  it  is  his  re- 
ligion which  makes  him  the  widow’s 
friend.  A victory  obtained  under  the 
command  of  such  a hero,  ought  to  inspire 
us  with  the  hope,  that  God  will  stay  his 
avenging  hand,  if  the  people  will  look  up 
to  and  acknowledge  him  to  be  their  God, 
Let  the  example  of  Macdonough  teach 
those  to  whom  the  nation  has  confided  its 
sword,  that  Religion  does  not  unnerve  the 
arm  of  the  brave,  nor  lessen  the  authority 
of  its  votary.  Before  he  w ent  into  action, 
he  prostrated  himself,  vyith  his  crew,  before 
the  most  high,  and  confiding  in  the  Al- 
mighty, they  fearlessly  met  the  enemy. 
— W1  ten  he  saw  the  hostile  fleet  ap- 
proaching, he  observed  to  those  around 
liim,  “they  are  superior  to  us  in  force,  but 
by  the  blessing  of  God  we  can  beat  them.” 
And  so  indeed  he  did.  The  world  has  of- 
ten been  called  upon  to  witness  the  prodi* 
gious  effect  of  religion  in  exalting  the  hu- 
man energies.  Without  recurring  tQ  the 
memorable  eeras  of  Joshua,  David  and 
Maccabeus,  when  a religious  dependence 
on  the  Lord  of  Hosts  excited  to  almost  su- 
pernatural  valor,  or  to  the  histories  of  the 
Romans,  Greeks  and  other  Fagan  nations* 
whom  favorable  omens,  by  inspiring  with 
even  a superstitious  sense  of  the  protection 
of  Heaven,  were  sure  almost  to  lead  to  vic- 
tory, or  the  combats  under  the  banners  of 
the  Cross  for  the  tomb  of  our  Saviour,  in 
which  were  strikingly  displayed  the  tri* 
umph  of  I’eligious  enthusiasm  over  the 
greatest  privations  aud  dangers;  we  see  in 
our  day,  the  striking  effects  of  religion  up- 
on an  army,  which  we  call  barbarians,  but 
to  which  enlightened  Europe  now  owes  its 
deliverance. 

This  army,  although  composed  princi* 
pally  of  raw  levies,  yet  inspired  by  a reli? 
gioqs  confidence,  has  triumphed  over  the 
best  appointed  and  disciplined  army,  led 
by  the  most  distinguished  captaiu  of  the 
age,  The  Russian  Gen,  Suwaroff  knevy 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SUPPLEMENT  TO  VOL.  VII.  45 


the  power  of  religion  in  the  day  ot  battle, 
and  always  availed  himself  of  it  with  an 
irresistible  effect,  and  in  the  solemn  ad- 
dress of  the  renowned  Kutusoff,  and  pro- 
cession of  the  holy  cross,  at  the  battle  of 
Borodino,  who  does  not  see  the  soul  ot  that 
valor,  displayed  by  the  Russians,  in  that 
most  sanguinary  of  all  conflicts. 

Let,  then,  every  officer  inculcate,  by 
precept  and  practice,  a regular  attention 
to  the  duties  of  religion,  and  God  will  re- 
ward it  by  a gift  of  more  than  mortal 
strength  and  valor. 

Various  forms  of  religious  duties  have 
been  ordered,  in  all  armies,  from  a convic- 
tion of  their  utility  ; but  they  can  never  be 
effectual,  unless  they  are  felt,  as  more  than 
forms,  by  officers  and  soldiers. 

Life  of  Colonel  George  Croghan, 

BY  A LADY  OF  FRANKFORT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Port  Fo/io. 

Frankfort,  July  22, 1814. 

Sir— -Upon  receiving  the  letter  which 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  by 
Mrs.  B.  I immediately  took  such  measures 
as  were  necessary  to  procure  the  informa- 
tion you  requested.  1 now  transmit  to  you 
the  result  of  my  enquiries,  regretting  that 
it  was  not  in  my  power  to  do  it  sooner. 

At  the  time  when  Col.  Croghau  and  my- 
self were  inmates  of  the  same  house,  he 
was  in  h\s  fourteenth  year.  No  incident 
occurred  during  that  early  period,  suffi- 
ciently interesting  to  find  a place  in  his 
history;  yet,  even  then,  his  conduct  exhi- 
bited a happy  combination  of  those  talents 
and  principles  which  have  already  procur- 
ed him  the  admiration  and  gratitude  of  his 
country. 

Though  ingenuous  in  his  disposition  and 
unassuming  and  conciliating  in  his  man- 
ner, he  was  remarkable  for  discretion  and 
steadiness.  His  opinions,  when  once  form- 
ed, were  maintained  with  modest,  but  per- 
severing firmness;  and  the  propriety  of  his 
decisions  generally  justified  the  spirit  with 
which  they  were  defended.  Yet,  though 
rigid  in  his  adherence  to  principle,  and 
his  estimate  of  what  was  right  or  improper, 
in  cases  of  minor  importance  he  was  all 
compliance.  I never  met  with  a youth 
who  would  so  cheerfully  sacrifice  every 
personal  gratification  to  the  wishes  or  ac- 
commodation of  his  friends.  In  sickness 
and  disappointment  he  evinced  a degree  of 
atience  and  fortitude  which  could  not 
ave  been  exceeded  by  any  veteran  in  the 
school  of  misfortune  or  philosophy.  Were 
1 asked,  what  were  the  most  prominent  fea- 
tures of  his  character?  or  rather,  what 
were  the  prevailing  dispositions  of  his 


miud  ? at  the  period  of  which  I am  speak - 
iug,  1 would  answer,  decision  and  urbanity ; 
the  former,  resulting  from  the  uncommon 
and  estimable  qualities  of  his  understand- 
ing— the  latter,  from  the  concentration  of 
all  the  sweet  “charities  of  life”  in  his 
heart.  Thus  far  from  my  own  observation. 

1 have  seldom  seen  Col.  Croghan  for  the 
last  eight  years;  but  subjoin  the  testimony 
of  those  to  whose  observation  he  has  been 
exposed  during  the  whole  of  that  period. 

An  intelligent  young  gentleman,  who 
was  his  associate  in  study  and  in  arms, 
has  given  me  a brief  sketch  of  his  military 
career,  which  l herewith  transmit;  together 
with  such  corroborative  and  aditional  cir- 
cumstances, as  1 have  collected  from  other 
sources,  aud  which,  in  substance,  amount 
to  this. 

“ Lieutenant  Colonel  George  Croghan 
was  born  at  Locust  Grove,  near  the  falls 
of  Ohio,  ou  the  15th  of  November,  1791. 
His  father,  Major  William  Crogan,  left 
Ireland  at  an  early  period  of  his  life;  was 
appointed  an  officer  in  our  revolutionary 
army,  and  discharged  his  duties  as  such, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  commander  in 
chief.  His  mother  is  the  daughter  of  John 
Clark,  Esq.  of  Virginia,  a gentleman  of 
worth  and  respectability,  who  exerted  him- 
self greatly  and  contributed  largely  to- 
wards the  support  of  our  just  and  glori- 
ous contest.  He  had  five  sons;  four  of 
whom  were  officers  in  the  revolutionary 
army.  General  William  Clark,  who,  to- 
gether with  Captain  Lewis,  explored,  and 
is  at  present  the  governor  of  Louisiana, 
was  too  young  to  participate  with  his  bro- 
thers in  the  achievement  of  our  liberties; 
but  his  conduct  since  is  a sufficient  demon- 
stration of  the  part  he  would  have  taken, 
had  he  been  riper  in  years.  The  military 
talents  of  George  R.  Clark  have  obtained 
for  him  the  flattering  appellation  of  “the 
father  of  the  w estern  country.” 

“Col.  Croghan  has  always  been  es- 
teemed generous  and  humane;  and,  when  a 
boy,  his  manly  appearance  and  indepen- 
deuce  of  sentiment  and  action,  commanded 
the  attention  aud  admiration  of  all  who 
knew'  him. 

“The  selection  of  his  speeches  for  scho- 
lastic exercises  tended  iu  some  measure  to 
mark  his  peculiar  talent.  They  were  of  a 
nature  entirely  military.  He  read  with  de- 
light whatever  appertained  to  military 
affairs,  and  would  listen  for  honrs  to  con- 
versations respecting  battles.  His  princi- 
pal amusements  were  gunning  and  foxhunt- 
ing. He  would  frequently  rise  at  twelve 
o’clock  at  night,  and  repair  ta  the  woods 
alone  (or  with  no  attendant  but  his  little 
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servant)  either  to  give  chase  to  the  fox,  or 
battle  to  the  wildcat  and  raccoon. 

“ Nothing  offended  him  more,  than  for 
any  one,  even  in  jest,  to  say  a word  disres- 
pectful of  Washington. 

“While  in  the  state  of  Kentucky  his 
time  was  principally  occupied  by  the  study 
of  his  native  tongue — geography — the  ele- 
ments of  geometry — and  the  Latin  and 
Greek  languages.  In  these  different 
branches  of  literature  he  made  a respect- 
able progress. 

“In  the  year  4808,  he  left  Locust  Grove 
for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  his  studies 
in  the  university  of  William  and  Mary. — 
In  this  institution  he  graduated  as  A.  B.  on 
the  4th  of  July  1810;  and  delivered,  on  the 
day  of  his  graduation,  an  oration  on  the 
subject  of  expatriation.  This  orat  ion  was 
deemed  by  the  audience,  concise,  ingenious 
and  argumentative,  and  was  pronounced 
in  a manner  w hich  did  great  credit  to  his 
oratorical  powers.  The  ensuing  summer 
he  attended  a course  of  lectures  on  law, 
and  upon  the  termination  of  the  course, 
returned  to  his  father’s,  where  he  prosecut- 
ed the  study  of  the  same  profession,  and 
occasionally  indulged  himself  in  miscella- 
neous reading.  Biography  and  history 
have  always  occupied  much  of  his  atten- 
tion. He  is  an  enthusiastic  admirer  of  the 
writings  of  Shakspeare,  and  can  recite 
most  of  the  noted  passages  of  that  great 
poet  and  philosopher.  He  admires  trage- 
dy, hut  not  comedy.  He  is  (as  his  counte- 
nance indicates)  rather  of  a serious  ca6t  of 
mind;  yet  no  one  admires  more  a pleasant 
anecdote,  or  an  unaffected  sally  of  wit. — 
With  his  friends  he  is  affable  aud  free  from 
reserve — his  manners  are  prepossessing — 
he  dislikes  ostentation,  and  was  never 
heard  to  utter  a word  in  praise  of  himself. 

“In  the  autumn  of  18L1,  was  fought  the 
battle  of  Tippecanoe.  This  was  the  first 
opportunity  that  offered  for  the  display  of 
his  military  talents.  He  embraced  it  with 
avidity— he  left  his  father’s  house  in  the 
character  of  a volunteer,  aud  was  appoint- 
ed aid  to  Geu.  Harrison.  On  the  7th  of 
November  an  attack  was  made  on  the 
troops  under  the  command  of  that  officer; 
the  enemy  were  repulsed  with  valor;  and 
during  the  engagement  young  Croghan 
evinced  the  greatest  courage,  activity  and 
military  skill.  His  services  were  acknow- 
ledged by  all;  and  he  exhibited  such  proofs 
of  a genius  for  war,  that  mauy  of  his  com- 
anions  in  arms  remarked  that  “he  was 
orn  a soldier.”  A cant  saying  among 
the  troops  at  Tippecanoe,  was,  “to  do  a 
main  business;”  aud  during  the  battle,  he 
would  ride  from  post  to  post,  exciting  the 


courage  of  the  men  by  exclaiming,  “now, 
my  brave  fellows,  now  is, the  time  to  do  a 
main  business.”  Upon  the  relurn  ofth* 
troops  from  Tippecanoe,  they  were  fre- 
quently met  by  persons  coming  to  ascertain 
the  fate  of  their  children  or  friends.  A- 
mong  the  number  of  these,  was  a very  poor 
and  aged  man,  whose  son  was  slaiu  in  bat- 
tle. Col.  Croghan  having  ascertained  th# 
situation  of  the  old  man,  and  observing  his 
inability  to  perform  much  bodily  labor,  re- 
gularly made  his  tires  for  him  every  morn- 
ing, and  supplied  him  with  provisions, 
clothes  and  money.  Many  acts  of  this 
kind  are  related  of  him,  by  the  soldiers 
and  officers  of  Tippecanoe. 

“After  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe  his  mili- 
tary ardor  greatly  increased,  and  upon  the 
prospect  of  a speedy  declaration  of  war, 
he  expressed  a desire  to  join  the  army. — 
Recommendatory  letters  of  the  most  flat- 
tering kind  were  written  by  generals  Har- 
rison and  Boyd  to  the  Secretary  of  War; 
and  upon  the  commencement  of  hostilities 
against  G.  Britain,  he  was  appointed  Cap- 
tain in  the  17th  regiment  of  infantry,  lie 
was  stationed  some  time  at  Clark  canton- 
ment, near  the  Falls  of  Ohio;  but  had  not 
been  long  in  command  there,  before  he  was 
ordered  to  march,  with  w hat  regulars  he 
had,  to  the  head-quarters  of  the  north- 
western army,  then  at  Detroit.  His  coun- 
tenance beamed  with  delight  upon  receiv- 
ing this  order.  There  were  large  bodies 
of  militia  and  volunteers  on  their  march 
to  Detroit;  but  before  they  had  proceeded 
far  they  heard  of  Hull’s  surrender. 

“Shortly  after  this,  the  command  of  the 
north-western  army  was  given  to  General 
Harrison.  Colonel  Croghan  commanded 
a short  time  at  Fort  Defiance,  on  the  Mi- 
ama,  but  upon  the  defeat  of  Gen.  Winches- 
ter, he  was  ordered  to  Fort  Meigs.  His 
conduct  during  that  memorable  siege  is 
handsomely  noticed  in  general  Harrison’s 
official  report,  and  he  was  shortly  after- 
wards promoted  to  a majority,  and  station- 
ed with  his  battalion  at  Upper  Sandusky. 
While  there,  he  received  information,  by 
express,  of  an  attack  upon  Lower  Sandus- 
ky. It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  when  the 
intelligence  reached  him — the  road  be- 
tween the  two  places  was  intolerably  bad 
—the  distance  36  miles,  and  the  rain  des- 
cending m torrents;  yet  he  proceeded  at 
the  head  of  his  battalion  to  its  relief,  and 
continued  his  march  until  12  o’clock  at 
night,  by  which  time  he  had  advanced  20 
miles.  It  then  became  so  dark  that  he 
and  his  men  were  obliged  to  lie  down  in 
the  road  and  w ait  the  return  of  light,  rath- 
er than  run  the  risk  of  losing  their  w ay. 
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“He  arrived  at  Fort  Ball,  12  miles  dis- 
tant, before  sun-rise  the  next  morning,  hav- 
ing waded  through  mud  and  mire  frequent- 
ly waist  drep.  and  having  been  exposed  to 
a heavy  rain  during  the  whole  night.  He 
was  there  informed  that  the  report  of  an 
attack  upon  Lower  Sandusky  was  unfound- 
ed, but  after  remaining  a few  days  at  Fort 
Ball,  he  proceeded  thither,  having  received 
orders  to  take  the  command  at  that  post. 
He  arrived  there  about  the  15th  of  July* 
A few  days  after  this,  Fort  Meigs  was  be- 
sieged by  a large  British  and  Indian  force. 
.No  doubt  was  entertained  that  the  enemy 
w ould  visit  Sandusky:  accordingly  Colonel 
Croghan  laboren  day  and  night  to  place 
the  fort,  which  had  received  no  advantages 
from  nature  or  art,  in  a state  of  defence. — 
The  necessity  of  cutting  a ditch  round  the 
fort,  irr.mcdiate'y  presented  itself  to  him. 
This  was  done — -but  in  oiMerto  renuer  the 
enemy’s  plans  abortive,  should  they  even 
succeed  in  leaping  the  ditch,  which  was  9 
feet  wide  and  6 deep,  he  had  large  logs 
placed  on  the  top  of  the  fort,  and  so  ad- 
justed that  an  inconsiderable  weight  would 
cause  them  to  fall  from  their  position,  and 
crush  to  death  all  who  might  be  situated 
belo’y.  This  improvement  in  the  art  of 
fortification  took  place  but  a few  days  be- 
fore the  attack.  It  is  novel,  and  originat- 
ed with  himself. 

A short  time  before  the  action,  he  wrote 
the  following  concise  and  impressive  letter 
to  a friend.  “The  enemy  are  not  far  dis- 
tant---! expect  an  attack-— 1 will  defend 
this  post  to  the  last  extremity  -1  have 
just  sent  away  the  women  and  children, 
w ith  the  sick  of  the  garrison,  that  I may 
be  able  to  act  without  incumbrance*  — Be 
satisfied--!  shall,  I hope , do  my  duty.— 
The  example  set  me  by  my  revolutionary 
kindred  is  before  me— let  me  die  rather 
than  prove  unworthy  of  their  name.” 

“In  the  afternoon  of  the  first  of  August, 
the  attack  upon  Fort  Sandusky  was  com- 
menced. The  particulars  of  that  memora- 
ble and  brilliant  transaction  can  be  collect- 
ed from  General  Harrison’s  official  ac- 
count, dated  “Seneca  Town,  August  4th, 
1 8 1 3,”  and  a lucid  statement  of  the  motives 
most  honorable  to  him,  which  influenced 
the  conduct  of  Col.  Croghan  on  that  occa- 
sion, are  contained  in  an  “extract  of  a let- 
ter from  himself  to  his  friend  in  Seneca 
Town,  dated  the  27th  August,  1813.” — 
These,  and  several  other  interesting  par- 
ticulars, will  be  found  in  the  public  prints, 
which  were  issued  between  the  14lh  of 
August,  and  the  10th  of  September. 

“The  conduct  of  Col.  Croghan  after  the 
battle,  was  such  as  might  have  been  expect- 


ed from  bis  behaviour  during  its  continu- 
ance The  wounded  were  treated  by  him 
with  the  greatest  tenderness — with  consid- 
erable peril  he  supplied  them  with  water, 
by  means  of  buckets,  let  down  by  ropes 
from  the  outside  of  the  pickets;  and  during 
the  night,  when  he  could  not  open  the  fort 
with  safety,  he  had  a communication  made 
with  the  ditch,  by  means  of  a trench  dug 
under  the  picketing,  through  which  the 
wounded  were  conveyed  into  the  fort. 

Col.  Croghan  accompanied  Gen.  Harris- 
on to  Malden,  but  as  the  brigade  to  w hich 
he  was  attached  was  stationed  there,  he 
did  not  participate  in  the  battle  of  the 
Thames.  He  is  remarkable  as  a discipli- 
narian, and  his  orders  are  given  with  more 
promptness,  precision  and  energy,  than  are 
usually  met  with  even  in  more  aged  and 
experienced  commanders.” 

The  following  extract  of  a letter,  written 
by  a fellow  student  and  fellow  soldier  of 
Lieut.  Col.  Croghan,  is  here  introduced 
as  throwing  additional  light  ou  the  mili- 
tary character  of  that  distinguished 
young  officer. 

Lieut.  Col.  George  Croghan  is  a native 
of  Kentucky,  and  the  second  son  of  Major 
William  Croghan,  near  Louisville.  He  is 
the  nephew  of  the  gallant  hero  and  accom- 
plished General  George  Rogers  Clark,  the 
father  of  the  western  country,  and  of  Gen. 
William  Clark,  the  present  enterprising 
governor  of  Missouri.  His  father  is  a na- 
tive of  Ireland,  and  having  early  embark- 
ed his  fortunes  in  America,  was  a distin- 
guished officer  in  the  w ar  of  the  revolution. 

Lieut.  Col.  Croghan  was  born  on  the 
15th  November,  1791,  and  received  all  the 
advantages  of  education  the  best  grammar 
schools  in  Kentucky  could  afford,  until  in 
his  17th  year,  when  he  commenced  a scien- 
tific course  in  the  ancient  college  of  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  in  Virginia.  Both  at  school 
and  at  college  he  was  remarked  for  an 
open  manliness  of  character,  an  elevation 
of  sentiment,  a strength  of  intellect,  con- 
nected with  a high  and  persevering  ambi- 
tion. 

In  July  1810,  he  graduated  at  William 
and  Mary  college,  and  soon  after  com- 
menced the  study  of  the  law.  With  this 
view  he  continued  to  visit  that  university 
till  the  fall  of  181 1,  when  he  volunteered 
his  services  in  a campaign  up  the  Wabash. 
A short  time  before  the  action  at  Tippeca- 
noe, he  was  appointed  aid-de-camp  to  Gen. 
Boyd,  the  second  in  command:  and,  al- 
though from  his  situation,  he  was  not  ena- 
bled to  evince  that  activity  which  has  since 
so  much  distinguished  him,  he  exhibited  a 
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gou!  undaunted  in  one  of  the  most  sanguin- 
ary ^conflicts  of  the  present  day,  and  ac- 
cordingly received  the  thanks  of  the  com- 
manding general. 

In  consequeuce  of  his  services  on  the  Wa- 
bash expedition,he  was  appointed  a captain 
in  the  provisional  army  directed  to  be  rais- 
ed and  organised  in  the  spring  of  1813.  In 
August  he  inarched  with  the  detachment 
from  Kentucky,  under  Gen.  Winchester, 
destined  to  relieve  Gen.  Hull  in  Canada; 
and  to  those  acquainted  with  the  move- 
ments of  that  gallant  but  unfortunate  little 
army,  the  caution,  zeal  and  military  capa- 
city of  Captain  Croghan  was  conspicuous. 
Upon  visiting  the  various  encampments  of 
the  army  on  its  march  along  the  Miami  of 
the  Lake,  both  before  and  after  the  attack 
on  Fort  Wayne,  the  ground  occupied  by 
Captain  Croghan  was  easily  designated  by 
the  judicious  fortifications  erected  for  the 
night.  On  the  movement  of  the  army  to- 
wards the  Rapids,  he  was  entrusted  with 
the  command  of  Fort  Winchester,  at  the 
junction  of  the  Auglaize  and  Miami  river, 
where  he  manifested  his  usual  military  ar- 
rangement. After  the  defeat  at  the  river 
Raisin  he  joined  Gen  Harrison  at  the  Rap- 
ids, previously  to  the  erection  of  Fort 
Meigs. 

It  is  creditable  to  the  discernment  of 
Gen.  Harrison,  that  he  relied  with  the  ut- 
most confidence  on  the  judicious  arrange- 
ments of  Captain  Croghan,  in  the  trying, 
brilliant  and  ever  memorable  seige  of  Fort 
Meigs.  In  the  sortie  under  the  gallant 
soldier,  Col.  Miller,  on  the  5th  of  May,  to 
the  companies  led  by  captains  Croghan, 
Laghan  and  Bradford,  was  confided  the 
storming  of  the  British  batteries,  defended 
by  a regular  force  and  a body  of  Indians, 
either  of  them  superior  in  number  to  the 
assailants.  Here  Captain  Croghan’s  gal- 
lantry was  again  noticed  in  general  orders. 

At  a very  critical  period  of  the  last  cam- 
, paign,  that  of  1813,  young  Croghan,  now 
promoted  to  a majority,  was  appointed  to 
the  command  of  Fort  Sandusky,  at  Lower 
Sandusky. X On  his  conduct  in  the  defence 
of  that  post,  the  official  documents  of  the 
time,  and  the  applause  of  a grateful  coun- 
try, are  the  most  honorable  commentary. 
The  character  of  the  campaign  was  chang- 
ed from  defensive  to  offensive  operations, 
and  its  issue  very  materially  influenced  by 
the  achievement.  For  his  valor  and  good 
conduct  on  this  occasion,  Major  Croghan 
was  made,  by  brevet,  a lieutenant  colonel. 
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Concise  and  eloquent  eulogium  on  the  cha- 
racter of  Adjutant  Thomas  Poe,  late  of 

the  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  by  Lieut. 

D.  Cornyn,  of  the  U.  8.  army.  • 
ADJUTANT  THOMAS  POE. 

The  famous  battle  of  Bridgewater,  did 
not  consign  to  the  grave  of  glory  a hero 
more  intrepid  than  this  gallant  and  distin- 
guished patriot;  warmed  by  the  love  of 
country,  cherishing  correct  principles,  and 
animated  by  the  example  of  the  revolution- 
ary veteran  his  father,  he  spiritedly  grasp- 
ed the  gleaming  arms  of  battle,  and  Erie, 
Chippewa  and  Bridgewater,  bear  illus- 
trious and  honorable  testimony  to  the  high 
and  daring  virtues  of  his  manly  soul;  his 
career  of  glory  was  short  but  brilliant — 
why  did  1 say  short?  Posterity  will  rank 
him  among  our  dearest  sons,  and  secure  to 
his  memory  an  imperishable  and  exalted 
fame. 

Yes,  once  amiable,  gallant  and  beloved 
Poe!  The  silent  grave  that  covers  your 
brave  remains,  cannot  enshrine  your  glory 
, — Sacred  be  that  ground  where  sleep  our 
hero’s  bones!  Often  will  the  traveller  of 
unborn  generations  stay  his  weary  course 
and  reverendly  stoop  with  the  descending 
sun,  over  the  tombs  of  the  warriors  of 
Bridgewater,  his  eyes  suffused  with  tears 
of  admiratiou,  gratitude  and  love — and  for 
them  will  the  fair  bosom  of  female  sensi- 
bility and  beauty,  heave  throughout  every 
age,  the  affectionate  and  tender  sigh. 

The  historian,  the  painter  and  the  bard, 
will  put  genius  in  requisition,  to  emblazon 
the  honor  of  that  immortal  day,  which 
gave  victory  to  inferior  numbers  of  the 
sons  of  freedom,  over  the  victors  of  re- 
nowned but  fallen  France.  Poor  Poe! 
Dear  lamented  youth!  Your  noble  heart 
poured  forth  its  generoas  and  crimson  cur- 
rant to  secure  the  glories  of  that  imperish- 
able and  Spartan  battle — A battle,  the  re- 
collection of  which  will  be  as  terrible  to 
Albion’s  haughty  sons,  during  endless 
time,  as  is  the  stupendous  and  frightful 
cataract,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  it  was 
fought,  to  the  astounded  vision  of  the  trav- 
eller. Your  death  indeed  is  enviable — 
how  ingloriousiy  the  multitude  lies  down— 
You  rest  with  heroes  and  your  fame  is  now 
eternal — Happy  lot! — made  sacred  by  a 
glorious  cause. — Reader,  here  is  the  char- 
acter, the  brilliant  eulogy,  given  of  this  a- 
miabie  and  youthful  hero,  by  an  officer,* 
w ho  witnessed  both  his  valor  and  his  fall. 

‘Adjutant  Thomas  Poe  was  mortally 

wounded  and  survived  but  a few'  hours 

He  was  brave— he  acted  the  soldier  and 

' "Lieutenant  Patton, 
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gentlemen!  can  be  induced  to  look  at  and  respect  hid 
opinion,  they  Will  tind  in  his  farewell  address,  an 
excellent  text  on  the  subject  of  amendments  to  the 
Constitution. 

Have  these  few  gentleman  who  met  at  Hartford* 
the  vanity  to  presume  that  they  have  more  wisdom, 
to  discern  the  general  good,  and  more  influence  to 
reconcile  conflicting  interests,  or  subdue  inveterate 
prejudices,  than  the  sages  who  framed  this  Consti* 
tution  with  a Washington  at  their  head?  Could 
this  Constitution  ever  have  been  adopted,  had  not 
the  necessity  been  most  urgent  and  the  danger  most 
imminent?  We  had  just  emerged  from  the  war  of 
the  revolution.  The  tempest  had  subsided,  and  in 
the  sunshine  of  peace  we  had  hoped  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  our  patriotic  labours.  Hut,  thirteen  free 
and  independent  States,  varying  in  siae,  power  and 
habits,  intoxicated  with  the  attribute  of  sovereignty 
and  flushed  with  the  prospect  of  liberty,  were  to  be 
united  under  one  federal  head.  How  was  this  to  be 
effected,  and  upon  what  terms?  Each  by  the  con- 
federation had  had  an  equal  vote.  These  States 
were  now  to  adopt  a government,  wherein  these  dif- 
ferences were  to  be  reconciled.  Was  the  state  of 
Massachusetts  to  be  put  on  a level  with  Rhode- 
Island?  Was  Virginia  to  stand  on  equal  ground 
with  Delaware?  This  would  be  outrageous.  Were 
the  voices  of  thesejittle  States  to  be  in  proportion 
to  their  members?  By  this  their  sovereignty  would 
would  be  extinguished  and  their  names  forgotten* 
Besides,  different  habits  and  prejudices  were  to  be 
combatted — State  pride  and  State  jealousy  were  to 
be  Overcome,  and  the  different  local  feelings  and 
interest  of  the  several  sections  of  the  Confederated 
States,  were  to  be  consulted;  To  see  a people  who 
had  but  just  achieved  a revolution,  and  had  began 
to  realize  the  benefit  of  independence,  without  an 
energetic  government,  torn  by  feuds  and  jealousies* 
and  in  imminent  danger  of  losing  that  freedom, 
which  had  been  gained  at  so  much  expense  of 
treasure  and  blood,  was  afflicting  and  humiliating. 
The  friends  of  liberty  began  to  despond.  Some, 
there  were,  (now  high  in  the  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion) who  began,  it  is  said,  to  think  of  a masted,  and 
a letter  Was  written  to  a Prince  of  Prussia,  inviting1 
him  to  come  to  America,  and  take  upon  himself  the 
government  of  these  States.  But  heaven  averted 
the  danger.  A Constitution  was  proposed  in  the 
spirit  of  concession  and  compromise.  The  influ- 
ence of  the  great  Washington  prevailed.  No  one 
else  could  have  effected  the  compromise.  He  is  en- 
titled to  our  gratitude,  and  so  is  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  United  States,  without  whose  in- 
fluence, perhaps,  Washington  Would  never  have  ac- 
cepted a seat  in  the  Convention.  The  difficulties 


the  gentleman  upon  all  occasions,  and  his 
frame  will  be  found  recorded  among  the  he- 
roes of  the  age,  for  generations  to  come.’ 

Peace  to  your  manes,  patriotic  soldier! 

Your  name  will  have  friends  as  long  as 
Freedom  lives.  Jlugust  16>  1814* 

SPEECHES 

ON  VARIOUS  OCCASIONS. 

A SKETCH  OF  THE 

Hon.  Mr.  Holmes’  Speech, 

In  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  against  the  proposed 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Lr>  States,  to 
exclude  the  Slave  Representation. 

Mr.  PuESinEyr— Were  there  no  other  objections 
than  the  manner  and  time  of  introducing  this 
amendment,  these  alone  would  be  sufficient.  It  has 
been  recommended  by  an  association  of  men  who 
were  probably  selected  for  very  different  purposes, 
and  Who  could  derive  no  authority  from  the  law  or 
constitution,  I have  denied  and  I still  deny  that 
the  members  of  the  Hartford  Convention  had  more 
power  than  so  many  unauthorized  individuals,  to 
act,  recommend  or  advise.  And  these  individuals 
would  be  entitled  to  more  respect  did  they  not  as- 
sume a tone  and  consequence  to  which  they  are  not 
efititled. 

I did  hope  that  the  committee  of  this  Legislature 
who  reported  this  and  the  other  amendments,  would 
have  favored  us  with  some  reasons  for  its  adoption. 

But  this  they  have  failed  to  do,  either  in  the  pre- 
amble to  the*  report,  or  when  called  upon  at  the 
board.  It  seems  that  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion are  to  be  introduced  and  passed  with  as  little 
ceremony  as  the  most  trifling  resolve — And  this  too 
in  a time  of  war  and  party  rancour. 

A constitution  or  charter  of  government  should 
obtain  a character  for  stability.  It  should  be  the 
offspring  of  Calmness  and  discretion.  It  is  not 
made  for  a day  or  year,  or  to  gratify  a party.  Why 
then,  sir,  are  We  called  upon  at  this  lime,  to  alter 
that  charter,  which  was  the  result  of  the  greatest 
wisdom  and  the  purest  patriotism — the  effect  of 
Compromise,  produced  by  mutual  concession,  and 
candour  and  forbearance? 

I regret,  sir,  that  I havre  not  the  aid  of  the  Hon. 

President  of  this  Senate,  as  I once  before  had,  in  op- 
posing innovations  upon  the  Constitution  under  the 
pretext  of  amendment.  I very  well  remember,  that 
some  ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  in  the  other  branch 
of  this  Legislature,  that  I witnessed  the  talents  and 
zeal  of  tiie  President,  in  offering  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  upon  general  principles.  We • were  overcome,  and  the  principle  agreed  to,  that 
then  united  in  deprecating  innovation  in  the  nation- j the  Legislature  should  consist  of  two  branches,  irt 
al  charter  upon  frivolous  pretences,  and  Without  the  ■ one  of  which  the  States  had  an  equal  vote,  anil  in 
most  pressing  and  palpable  necessity.  We  urged  the  other  the  people.  Here  was  the  compromise.- 


that  such  amendments  would  diminish  and  destroy 
that  habitual  attachment  for  the  Constitution  which 
was  essential  to  its  preservation.  And  we  feared 
that  by  frequent  alterations,  the  energy  of  the  sys- 
tem might  be  impaired  and  our  government  be- 
come the  football  of  every  faction.  But  times  are 
changed — And  gentlemen  cease  to  reverence 
that  Constitution,  as  soon  as  it  ceases  to  secure  to 
them  power  and  controul. — Had  the  present  minor- 
ity been  the  majority  in  the  United  .States,  I am  in- 


Tbe  small  and  large  States  had  a check  upon  each 
other,  equal  to  the  influence  for  which  each  had 
contended. 

Beware  how  yOu  touch  this  sacred  charter  of 
your  government.  Approach  it  with  fear  and  trem- 
bling. Put  off  your  shoes  from  off  your  feet,  for 
the  ground  on  which  you  tread  is  holy. 

The  clause  to  be  amended  was  equally  the  effect 
of  compromise.  The  people  of  the  south  probably 
contended  that  their  representation  ought  to  be  in 


dined  to  believe  that  wc  should  hear  them  Idud  in  proportion  to  their  inhabitants.  They  might  well 
their  denunciations  of  all  these  inno-jaiions  which  j contend  that  holding  slaves  was  a municipal  reg-nla'- 
you  proffer  in  the  name  of  amendments.  1 well  know  j tion  with  which  we  had  no  concern.  That,  they 
that  the  opinion  of  Washington  is  of  little  author-  had  as  good  a right  to  disfranchise  their  black  po- 
ity  with  the  present  majority  of  thig  state.  But  if'  pulatiun  as  we  had  our  children  or  servants.  That 

Gr 
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these  blacks  were  hvman  being's , and  though  they 
had  no  rights  &f  suffrage,  still  there  were  many  per- 
sons in  the  Northern  Stales  in  the  same  situation, 
&nd  that  whether  they  were  to  remain  slaves  or  be 
manumitted,  depended  exclusively  upon  the  laws  of 
the  States  holding  them.  It  was  probably  contend- 
ed on  the  other  hand,  that  these  slaves  were  a spe- 
cies of  property,  having  few  or  no  civil  rights;  and 
that  they  ought  not  to  be  counted  at  all.  At  last  it 
was  agreed  that  this  dispute  should  also  be  com- 
promised. Direct  taxes  weve  to  be  apportoined  ac- 
cording to  representation. — We  consented  that  the 
slave-holding  States  should  count  three  fifths  oftheir 
slaves  in  making  up  their  representation,  provided 
they  would  consent  to  be  taxed  in  the  same  propor- 
tion.— And  this  article  so  modified,  was  accepted 
and  considered  as  a very  advantageous  to  the  Nor- 
thern States.  To  prove  this,  sir,  I will  refer  you 
to  the  letters  of  the  late  General  Hamilton,  pub- 
lished in  “the  Federlist,”  and  will  read  you  some 
remarks  of  certain  members  of  the  Convention  of 
this  state  on  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  [Here  Mr.  H.  read  parts  of  the 
speeches  of  Messrs.  Dawes,  Dana,  Gore,  King,  and 
Jones,  who  contended  zealously  and  eloquently  for 
this  article,  and  that  it  was  very  much  in  favour  of 
the  Northern  States,  and  proceeded.] 

Well,  sir,  has  there  been  any  unexpected  result 
from  the  operation  of  this  article?  Has  any  con- 
struction been  put  upon  it  different  from  its  mean- 
ing or  intent?  I have  heard  of  no  complaint  of  this 
sort.  Have  the  slave-holding  States  taken  an  un- 
due advantage  of  that  clause  in  the  Constitution 
which  admits  their  importation  until  1808,  and 
leaves  it  discretionary  with  Congress  to  admit  or 
prohibit  it  afterwards?  I believe  not.  Unless  I 
misrecollect.  Congress  passed  a law  to  prevent  this 
importation,  before  the  Constitutional  prohibition 
had  elapsed,  to  take  effect  the  moment  the  Consti- 
tution would  admit  of  it.  And  I believe  further, 
that  the  Southern  members  generally  supported  and 
Voted  for  the  act.  And  if  I mistake  not,  the  princi- 
pal opposition  to  that  act  came  from  New-Enoland! 
Surprising  as  this  is,  I think  it  is  true.  A Mr. 
Brown  of  Rhode-Island,  in,  I think,  the  only  speech 
he  made  while  a member,  opposed  the  law  which 
prohibited  the  slave  trade.  Rhode-Island,  the 
great  commercial  State  of  Rhode-Island!  which  is 
hankering  after  an  equal  representation  of  the  peo- 
ple in  Congress,  has,  since  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution contributed  more  to  the  increase  of  the 
slave  representation,  by  an  infamous  traffic  jn  hu- 
man flesh,  than  any  other  State  in  the  Union.  Not- 
withstanding, it  Was  not  in  the  power  of  Congress 
to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  until  1808,  still 
their  increase  has  not  been  equal  to  that  of  the  free 
inhabitants.  This  is  easily  proved.  In  1800,  the 
whole  number  of  free  inhabitants  was  4,406,817, 
slaves  896,849.  In  1810,  the  free  population  was 
6,048,539;  slaves  1,191,361. 

Free  Pop.  1800,  Slaves  1800,  Free  Pop.  1810. 

As  4,406,817:  896,849:  6,048,539:1,230,962. 

the  proportion  of  slaves  for  1810 — So  that  the  ac- 
tual number  is  less  than  proportionable,  or  has  re- 
latively diminished  39,598  in  ten  years;  eight  years 
of  which  period.  Congress  had  no  power  to  prohibit 
their  importation.  It  is  therefore  manifest  that 
this  pretended  evil  is  rapidly  diminishing. 

But,  sir,  I do  ndt  regret  that  this  subject  is  brought 
under  discussion.  It  has  been  magnified  and  made 
the  cause  of  great  deception.  Some  have  believed 
that  the  slaves  have  actually  been  voting  away  our 
rights  and  property.  Let  us  strike  out  the  whole 
number  of  slaves,  and  divide  the  182  representatives 
equally  among  the  free  inhabitants  of  the  United 


States.  Instead  of  diminishing  the  number,  let  us 
suppose  that  Congress,  as  they  might  constitution- 
ally do,  had  apportioned  the  182  among  the  free  in- 
habitants. 

Free  Pop.  Rep.  Free  Pop.  of  JST.  England. 

As  6,048,539:  182:  1,471,973:  44  St  a fraction 

But  their  present  number  is  41  and  a fraction — 
Hence  New-England  would  gam  three  Representa- 
tives from  the  other  States,  and  her  proportion  of 
the  present-  direct  tax  would  be  increased  about 
$99,000  annually.  But  of  these  three,  Massachu- 
setts and  Rhode-Island  would  gain  none.  There 
are  five  New-England  States,  and  you  have  three 
additional  representatives.  Rhode-Island,  to  have 
one,  must  increase  her  population  a third,  which 
vyould  be  out  of  proportion.  Massachusetts,  in 
the  last  apportionment,  had  a very  small  fraction, 
and  she  would  not  get  one.  Connecticut,  New- 
Hampshire,  and  Vermont,  would  each  gain  one 
with  the  additional  taxes;  and  poor  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode-Island,  who  have  been  to  all  the  trouble 
and  expense,  and  made  all  the  noise,  would  be  left 
as  they  were. 

But  we  have  now  an  equivalent,  without  the  ad- 
ditional burden  of  the  taxes.  It  is  clear  that  be- 
tween the  periods  of  taking  the  sensus,  that  portion 
of  the  United  States  which  increases  the  most  rap- 
idly,  loses  its  equal  representation  in  the  same  por- 
portion  as  it  gains  in  population,  therefore  all  the 
other  States  gain  in  population  more  than  in  pro- 
portion to  New-England,  the  latter  is  gradually 
gaining  in  representation  during  the  period  of  ten 
years.  For  example— if  5,303,666,  the  population 
in  1800,  gain  1,936,237,  in  ten  years,  what  ought 
1,233,011,  the  population  in  New-England  in  1800, 
to  gam  in  the  same  time?  The  answer  is  450,141; 
hut  the  actual  gain  was  238,962,  only,  being'  211,79, 
less  than  their  proportion.  This,  consequently  is 
their  relative  loss  of  population. — Thegain  in  repre- 
sentation being'  correspondent,  it  follows  that 
New-England,  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years,  had 
g'ained  six  representatives.— But  as  this  gain  was 
gradual  during  the  whole  period,  one  half  of  this 
number  is  the  average  g’ain.  So  that  it  results  that 
by  the  operation  of  this  principle,  New-England 
gams  three  representatives,  and  loses  three  by  the 
slave  representation,  which  exactly  balances  the 
account.  But  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the 
New-England  States,  especially  the  large  state  of 
Rhode-Island,  would  be  satisfied  with  an  equal  re- 
presentation in  one  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and 
not  m the  other.  In  vain  would  they  seek  relief 
from  equality  in  the  House,  so  long  as  inequality 
could  oppress  them  in  the  Senate.  How  stands  the 
case  there?  As  the  whole  free  population  of  the 
United  States  is  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators, 
so  is  the  free  population  of  New-England  to  eight 
and  a fraction — the  number  of  Senators  to  which  we 
should  be  entitled.  But  we  now  have,  and  always 
have  had  ten.  You  will  see  by  this,  sir,  how  much 
reason  New-England  has  to  complain.  Equally  re- 
presented in  the  House,  and  overt'  represented  in  the 
Senate,  and  yet  complaining  of  inequality.  Rhode- 
Island\is  dissatisfied.  What  would  become  of  her, 
were  she  to  be  made  the  subject  .of  that  equality 
for  which  she  contends?  What  good  reason  can  be 
given  for  disturbing  the  public  tranquility  with 
such  unnecessary  and  unsavory  propositions?  Is  it 
to  increase  present  embarrassments?  Is  it  to  con- 
tinue local  jealousies,  already  too  much  excited? — 
We  are  told  by  the  Report  of  those  Convention  gen- 
tlemen, that  \ve  must  persist  and  persevere  until  the 
object  is  effected.  You  expect  then  that  the  Unit- 
ed States  will  y ield  to  your  importunites  by  this 
seeming  threat  ?\  The  call  for  this  amendment  is  to 
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be  incessant.  Our  rights  have  been  abridged  The 
minority  cannot  control  the  majority.  I repeat  it, 
beware  that  you  touch  not  the  constitution  with un- 
hallowed hands.  Will  you  say  that  we  have  pollut- 
ed it?  that  we  have  broken  it?  Who  is  the  judge? 
Take  the  beam  from  your  own  eye,  and  then  you 
may,  perhaps,  see  a little  better  to  extract  the  mote 
from  the  eye  of  a brother.  The  gentleman  from 
Essex  [Mr.  White]  has  said  generally,  that  we  had 
broken  the  constitution.  This,  for  three  years,  has 
been  your  song.  The  constitution  is  violated:  the 
compact  is  dissolved. 

The  doctrine  of  this  Senate  once  was,  that  the 
Legislature  had  no  right  to  declare  a law  of  Con- 
gress unconstitutional.  I have  before  me  the  jour- 
nal of  the  Senate  of  1799,  containing  a report  in 
answer  to  certain  resolutions  of  Virginia,  declaring 
tte  alien  and  sedition  acts,  as  they  were  called,  un- 
constitutional, in  which  the  Senate  unanimously,  ex- 
cept one,  declare,  that  the  decision  on  the  constitu- 
tionality of  a law  of  Congress,  belongs  exclusively 
to  the  judiciary  of  the  United  States.  [Here  Mr. 
H.  read  the  names  of  the  senators  who  voted  for 
this  report,  among  which  were  Timothy  Bigelow 
and  Joiin  C.  Jones.  He  then  read  several  para- 
graphs of  the  report,  one  of  which  is  as  follows: — 
‘‘This  Legislature  are  persuaded  that  the  decision 
of  all  cases  in  law  and  equity  arising  under  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  construe - 
tion  of  all  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  are  ex- 
clusively vested  by  the  people  in  the  judicial  courts 
of  the  United  States,  that  the  people,  in  that  solemn 
compact  which  is  declared  the  supreme  law  of  the 
l,and,  have  not  constituted  the  State  Legislatures  the 
j udges  of  the  acts  or  measures  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment.n 

Sir,  were  we  to  look  back  two  or  three  years,  we 
should,  l apprehend,  find  much  in  our  own  journals 
in  contradiction  of  this  doctrine.  We  undertake  to 
decide  upon  the  constitutionality  of  a law  of  Con- 
gress, with  as  much  assurance  as  if  we  were  wiser 
than  all  who  have  preceded  us.  I am  not  clear, 
sir,  that  the  doctrine  of  this  report  does  not  go  too 
far.  I apprehend  that  a case  may  happen  when  it 
would  be  proper  for  the  Legislature  of  a State  to 
declare  k law  of  Congress  unconstitutional.  But  it 
must  be  an  extreme  case.  The  States  are  parties 
to  the  compact,  and  so  are  the  people.  Our  Consti- 
tution is  a compound.  It  is  a contract  in  which  all 
the  states  agree  with  each  state,  and  also  in  which 
all  the  citizens  agree  with  each  citizen.  In  the  case 
in  which  a citizen  may  resist  a law  as  unconstitu - ' 
tional,  a state  might  perhaps  do  the  same.  Should 
Congress  palpably  and  grossly  violate  the  Constitu- 
tion and  refuse  redress— should  the  judicial  power 
become  corrupt,  and  support  the  oppression*  act — 
should  an  attempt  to  impeach  these  wicked  Legis- 
lators fail,  and  an  attempt  to  remove  them  by  elec- 
tion he  unsuccessful,  as  a last  and  dreadful  resort, 
the  individual  in  the  one  case , and  the  State  Legis- 
lature in  the  other , as  parties  to  the  compact,  might 
pronounce  this  law  unconstitutional  and  act  accord- 
ingly. But  for  gentlemen  calmly  to  tell  us  over 
and  over  again,  that  the  Constitution  is  broken  by 
Congress,  and  the  compact  is  dissolved,  is  heresy, 
bordering  on  inveterate  madness.  I fear,  sir,  I 
have  wandered  from  the  subject.  I should  not 
have  indulged  in  these  general  remarks,  had  I not 
been  led  to  them  by  the  suggestion  that  the  pro- 
posed amendments  were  rendered  necessary  by 
some  supposed  infraction  of  the  Constitution.  I 
did  intend  to  have  taken  another  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, but  as  the  hour  of  adjournment  is  arrived,  I 
will  not  further  tire  the  patience  of  the  Senate. 


SPEECH 

Of  the  Ifon.  Mr.  Holmes,  on  closing  the  Debate  on  the. 

Proposed  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  If. 

States. 

Mh.  President. — Our  fathers  fought  and  bled 
for  us — they  achieved  our  independence.  Assailed 
by  foes  without,  and  traitors  within,  their  struggle 
was  great,  but  they  triumphed.  Our  trials  and 
distresses  and  the  barbarities  of  the  enemy,  are 
still  fresh  in  the  recollections  of  many.  Peace 
came — but  it  brought  us  no  safety.  We  were 
without  government-— distracted  and  torn  by  dis- 
cord. With  extreme  concern  and  parental  solici- 
tude, the  patriots  of  the  revolution  effected  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  liberty  was  safe. — 
The  advocates  of  this  constitution,  in  Massachu- 
setts, were  happy  under  it,  so  long  as  their  politi- 
cal friends  had  the  management  of  the  govern- 
ment. They  rallied  round  it,  were  determined  to 
defend  it,  and  affected  to  become  its  exclusive 
guardians.  All  was  right;  the  constitution  was 
perfect,  and  its  administrators  infallible,  while 
these  paragons  of  wisdom  were  in  pay.  These  dis- 
interested patriots  in  office,  saw  that  the  country 
was  prosperous,  and  felt  that  the  people  of  the  U- 
nited  States  were  the  most  happy  people  on  earth. 
But,  says  the  gentleman  from  Suffolk,  (Mr.  3ar- 
geant)  another  king  rose  up  who  knew  not  Joseph. 
Mr.  Jefferson  was  made  President.  All  is  reversed 
— the  sun  of  prosperity  is  instantly  obscured  by  a 
cloud — the  administration  is  base,  the  constitution 
is  intolerable,  and  the  people  a “many  headed  mon- 
ster.” Notwithstanding  the  prosperity  of  the  na- 
tion, during  Mr.  Jefferson’s  administration,  was 
unparalleled,  and  our  commerce  increased  beyond 
tiie  expectation  of  the  most  visionary  theorist,  still 
all  was  wrong*.  The  administration  were  attacked 
— no  energy,  no  spirit,  no  national  honor — Insipid, 
pusillanimous  rulers,  who  could  not  be  “kicked  in- 
to a war.” — Despised  and  trampled  upon  by  all  the 
powers  of  Europe,  and  yet  dare  not  resent!  Such 
was  then  the  language  of  the  present  meek,  consis- 
tent “friends  of  peace.”  After  the  most  unprece- 
j dented  attempts  to  drive  these  rulers  from  the  go- 
vernment; after  compassing  sea  and  land  to  make 
proselytes,  and  being  discomfitted  in  every  at- 
tempt— we  find  these  same  men  wishing  to  under- 
mine the  constitution,  under  the  pretext  of  amend- 
ments. 

An  unauthorized  and  unconstitutional  assemblage 
of  individuals  at  Hartford,  have  proposed  a string 
of  alterations,  and  we  are  to  adopt  them  without 
any  substantial  reasons  offered,  except  that  these 
very  wise  men  recommended  them.  We  are  told, 
sir,  with  great  composure,  that  it  is  enough  that 
men  of  such  wisdom  have  proposed  them  for  adop- 
tion, And  the  gentleman  from  Essex,  (Mr .White) 
asks,  do  the  minority  of  this  Senate  expect  that 
wisdom  will  die  with  them? — No,  sir — Nor  do  we 
apprehend  that  it  will  expire  with  the  members  of 
the  Hartford  convention.  If  it  should,  it  would 
have  few  mourners.  You  would  not  mourn,  be- 
cause you  would  expect  to  be  the  heirs,  and  we 
should  not,  because  we  have  no  relationship  with 
the  deceased. 

But,  sir,  if  gentlemen  will  pardon  us,  we  will  ven- 
ture to  question  th»  great  wisdom  of  adopting  any 
of  these  amendments  at  this  time.  We  have  call- 
ed upon  gentlemen,  not  only  to  show  these  amend- 
ments reasonable,  but  to  shew,  as  they  ought,  that 
they  were  indispensable.  How  have  they  succeed- 
ed? What  evils  have  grown  out  of  the  constitution, 
which  these  alterations  would  have  prevented?  One 
gentleman  (Mr.  Thorndike)  tells  us  very  gravely. 
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that  the  war  would  not  have  been  declared  had  it 
not  been  for  the  slave  representation ! And  he  taxes 
our  gravity  while  he  attempts  to  prove  it  in  his 
way — He  states,  but  does  not  prove,  that  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson was  chosen  by  the  slave  representation.  He 
then  proceeds-— had  not  Mr.  J.  been  chosen,  he 
would  not  have  been  re-chosen ; and  had  he  not  been 
re-chosen,  Mr.  Madison  would  not  have  been  cho- 
sen, and  so  there  would  have  been  no  war — Won- 
derful! Wonderful!!  I would  ask  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, if  in  his  wisdom  he  can  tell  what  would  have 
beeri  the  effect,  had  not  Mr.  Jefferson  been  chosen? 
Mr.  Adams,  to  be  sure,  would  have  been  the  presi- 
dent— And  this  same  Mr.  Adams,  is  esteemed  by 
that  gentlemen  and  his  friends,  ten  times  worse 
than  Mr.  Jefferson.  What  vile  things  he  would 
have  done,  God  only  knows. 

We  are  told,  too,  that  this  war  would  not  have 
happened,  had  it  not  been  for  the  facility  of  admit- 
ting new  states  into  the  union.  No  proof  of  this. 
What  had  Louisiana  to  do  with  declaring  war? — 
Louisiana,  sir,  is  expending  her  property  and  blood 
to  preserve  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  country. — 
But  I find  that  while  there  was  a prospect  of  New- 
Orleans  being  conquered,  your  party  has  changed 
their  tone,  and  admitted  its  vast  importance  to  the 
union,  Yes,  sir,  gentlemen  who  have  property  at 
New-Orleans,  can  very  particularly,  wish  for  its  de- 
fence. And,  I am  grieved  and  mortified  to  find, 
that  the  best  blood  in  the  western  country  is  to  be 
spilt  to  defend  the  property  of  our  northern  mer- 
chants, while  these  very  merchants  are  throwing 
every  stumbling  block  in  the  way  of  prosecuting 
the  war,  abusing  these  back-woodsmen,  and  denounc- 
ing New-Orleans  as  a curse  to  the  nation. 

But  we  should  have  had  no  commercial  restric- 
tions nor  war,  had  it  required  the  concurrence  of 
two  thirds  of  both  houses  of  congress.  Readily  ad- 
mitted. Should  these  alterations  succeed,  we  shall 
have  no  war  with  England.  Her  influence  in  this 
country  is  such,  that  nothing  but  a miracle  could 
produce  a war  with  her,  should  these  alterations 
prevail.  No,  sir— No  aggressions,  however  unpro- 
voked or  outrageous,  woidd  produce  a war.  More 
than  one-third  in  the  Senate,  might  be  less  than  one- 
fifth  ot  the  nation;  and  more  than  one-third  in  the 
house  might  be  the  representatives  of  three  states 
put  of  eighteen.  In  either  event,  ‘there  would  be  no 
war,  Is  it  too  much  to  say  that  Britain  could  al- 
ways be  sure  of  a third  in  one  or  the  other  brarith 
of  tfm  legislature?  Look  at  what  has  happened  and 
then  judge.  Where  is  the  instance  where  your 
party  has  condemned  Britain  in  any  act  of  aggres- 
sion against  us?  Have  you  not  rather,  most  unqual- 
ifiedly, justified  her  in  every  thing?  Amidst  all  her 
atrocities,  barbarities,  and  vandalisms,  who  of : you 
has  doubted  but  that  she  was  right?  Freebooting, 
conflagrating,  rapine  and  massacre— all,  all,  excus- 
ed and  even  justified.  Show  me  the  man  of  your 
party  who  is  an  exception,  and  I will  ask  his  pardon. 
Let,  therefore,  her  means  of  influence  be  what  they 
now  are,  and  human  nature  must  radically  change, 
before  any  British  outrage  would  be  repelled  or 
avenged.  These  alterations,  then,  'go  to  the  des- 
truction of  our  liberties,  and  the  subjugation  of  us 
to  British  power.  Had  these  Hartford  gentlemen 
intended  to  bring  us  to  the  footstool  of  the  British 
throne,  they  could  not  have  devised  a more  effectual 
method  than  this.  ' V 

Are  you  not  contented  with  your  frequent  usur- 
pation of  federal  powers ? Is  it  not  enough  that  you 
have  made  a most  dangerous  and  fatal  inroad  upon 
the  constitution,  by  denying  the  power  of  the  presi- 
dent ever  the  militia?  Will  it  not  satisfy  you  that 


you  also  denied  the  general  government  the  power 
to  obtain  an  army  except  by  voluntary  enlistment, 
and  that  you  are  about  to  repeal  a law  of  congress 
for  the  enlistment  of  minors?  After  these  infrac- 
tions of  the  constitution,  we  should  have  supposed 
that  gentlemen  would  have  been  satisfied,  without 
further  fettering  the  general  government. 

Passing  over  the  proposed  exclusion  of  naturaliz- 
ed foreigners  from  office,  upon  which  enough  has 
been  &aid  in  debate  upon  that  article,  let  me  ask 
why  is  it  necessary  to  confine  the  president  to  one 
term,  and  to  prevent  the  selection  of  a successor 
from  the  same  state?  The  gentleman  from  Essex 
(Mr.  White)  has  read  much  from  the  debates  in  the 
Virginia  convention,  to  what  purpose,  I confess,  I 
could  not  perceive.  Surely  the  gentlemen  would 
not  cite  the  objections  of  the  minority  in  Virginia 
against  the  constitution,  as  evidence  that  a differ- 
ent one  ought  to  have  been  adopted.  The  objec- 
tions of  this  minority  were  overruled.  The  argu- 
ment of  the  majority  prevailed,  and  Virginia  agreed 
to  adopt  this  constitution.  We  cited  the  argu- 
ments of  the  majority  in  the  Massachusetts  conven- 
tion, which  adopted  the  same  constitution;  but  we 
never  thought  that  the  reasoning  of  the  minority 
was  of  any  authority.  It  is  the  argument  of  a man 
who  has  a bad  cause.  The  same  gentleman  labored 
hard  to  prove  that  the  amendment  was  to  be  an  off- 
set to  that  adopted  some  years  since  for  discrimina- 
tion in  the  choice  of  president  and  vice-president. 
But  he  failed — he  stated  that  that  amendment  was 
an  injury  to  the  small  states,  and  this  was  a remedy. 
It  is  true,  sir,  that  that  amendment  diminished  the 
probability  of  no  choice  by  the  people,  in  which  case 
the  states  would  have  an  equal  vote  in  the  last  reT 
sort,  But  how  does  the  proposed  alteration  help 
the  small  states?  Not  in  the  least — though  the  se» 
cond  choice  is  not  to  be  in  the  same  state,  still 
each  choice  may  be  kept  in  the  large  states  in  spite 
of  your  proposed  alteration.  I am  sure  that  no  one 
but  that  gentleman  ever  thought  of  this  reason  for 
this  alteration , The  true  reason  is  that,  you  wish  to 
control  the  voice  of  the  majority- — you  find  that  for 
some  cause,  which  I do  not  wish  to  mention,  your 
power  and  influence  have  departed,  The  people 
are  disposed  to  confide  in  men  whom  they  judge  to 
be  friends  to  their  country.  This  does  not  suit 
your  schemes  of  power — and  this  amendment  is  to 
abridge  their  rights. 

All  these  alterations  go  to  impair  and  finally  to 
destroy  the  constitution— In  the  preamble  to  the 
resolution  for  the' appointment  of  the  delegates  who 
have  recommended  this  alteration,  you  have  stated 
that  the  constitution  was  unfit  for  peace  or  war — 
and  one  of  this  {Senate,  in  debate,  stated  that  it 
wanted  more  energy , and  that  the  executive  should 
have  more  power. 

Is  this  the  way  you  are  to  give  it  energy?  What 
with  the  construction  you  have  hitherto  given  it, 
and' the  alterations,  it  will  not  be  worth  having.  It 
would. he  indeed  unfit  for  peace  or  war,  It  is  then 
taxing  our  charitv  too  much,  to  request  us  to  be- 
lieve that  you  are  for  improving  this  instrument.— 
Are  you  not  rather  pursuing  the  very  course  which 
Washington  predicted?  'Attempting,  by  alterations 
in  the  name  of  amendments,  to  undermine  what  you 
dare  net  violently  attack?  In  debate  on  the  report 
for  the  appointment  of  your  delegates,  it  was  open- 
ly avowed  that  you  must  have  redress,  even  by  vio^ 
lence.  The  constitution  was ' scouted  as  rath er  worm 
eaten.  The  leading  paper  of  your  party,  edited  by 
a member  of  this  legislature,  and  a man  who  voted 
for  your  delegates,  has  been  uniform  and  explicit, 
in  declaring  that  there  must  be  resistance.  Look'  at 
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the  Crisis,  for  which  the  editor  is  responsible  I 
ask,  is  it  scandal  in  us  to  say  that  the  object  of  the 
opposition  was  a severance  of  the  union.  But  vio- 
lence was  thought  dangerous,  and  it  was  best  to  un- 
dermine. Hence,  perhaps,  these  alterations  are  pro- 
poposed  at  this  time.  I regret  that  I cannot  per- 
ceive in  them  any  tiling  but  hostility  to  the  consti- 
tution. The  prediction  of  Washington  is  verified. 

■ Put  constructions  upon  the  instrument  unfavorable 
to  its  energy,  adopt  the  alterations  which  you  here 
propose,  and  your  government  is  the  foot-ball  of 
every  faction,' and  its  destruction  is  certain. 

The  want  of  these  alterations  has  produced  the 
war!  This  fatal,  disastrous,  disgraceful  war.  Sir, 
I hope  the  time  will  never  come  when  the  Ameri- 
can people  will  look  upon  war  as  the  -worst  of  evils. 
This  war  has  not  been  disastrous  nor  disgraceful. — 
It  is  an  additional  slander  upon  the  brave  men 
whom  you  refuse  to  honor  to  thank  for  glorious 
deeds,  to  say  that  the  war  is  disgraceful.  We  are 
told  that  Mr.  Madison  recommended  this  war  to 
save  his  popularity — What  a discovery!  We  had 
been  at  peace  for  thirty  years— our  habits,  our  in- 
terests and  our  inclinations,  endeared  us  to  peace. 
We  had  no  soldiers  or  officers,  and  few  ships. — A 
war  with  Britain  was  a war  with  her  friends  in  A- 
merica.  With  all  these  facts  hefore  him,  Mr.  Mad- 
ison recommended  war,  for  purposes  of  popularity! 
With  all  your  wisdom  you  have  never  found  out 
that  he  was  an  ideot. 

I remember  that  in  his  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Erskme,  you  thought  he  was  too  cunning.  This 
crafty  and  designing  Madison,  most  unfairly  cir- 
cumvented this  honest,  unsuspecting  minister  of 
his  majesty.  And  if  this  is  the  man , how  can  you 
suppose  him  so  stupid  as  to  recommend  a war  to 
promote  his  election.'’  But  several  gentlemen  have 
told  us  a story — that  Mr.  Clay  and  others,  a com- 
mittee, waited  on  Mr.  Madison  and  threatened  him, 
that  unless  he  recommended  this  war,  he  should  not 
be  re-elected!  There  is  much  of  the  marvellous  in 
this!  The  fact  has  been  peremptorily  denied  at  this 
board,  and  gentlemen  have  been  challenged  to  pro- 
duce the  proofs.  How  have  they  succeeded?  As 
they  do  in  almost  every  thing.  Some  newspapers 
so  stated,  and  it  was  not,  as  they  kne-w  ofy  contra- 
dicted, and  Mr;  Pickering  asked  Mr.  Clay,  while  in 
the  chair,  if  it  were  not  true,  and  he  returned  no 
answer.  And  because  Mr.  Clay  treated  this  inso- 
lent enquiry  with  silence  and  contempt,  gentlemen 
infer  that  the  fact  is  proved! 

There  are  already  sufficient  checks  in  this  con- 
stitution to  prevent  any  war  against  the  wishes  or 
interest  of  the  people.  The  '’American  people  do 
not  delight  in  blood.  War  is  abhorrent  to  their 
feelings  and  not  very  consonant  to  the  nature  of 
their  government.  They  will  endure  insult  and  op- 
pression until  they  are  no  longer  tolerable,  before 
they  will  engage  in  a war. 

There  are  better  causes  for  the  war  than  the  de- 
fect in  the  constitution.  The  opposition  in  this 
country  were  the  authors  of  this  war.  You  told  G. 
Britain  that  the  United  States  could  not  be  “kick- 
ed into  a war.”  In  this  way  you  encouraged  her 
aggressions.  So  long  as  her  insults  and  oppres- 
sions would  be  borne,  so  long  they  would  be  contin- 
ued. But  Britain  has  been  once  more  deceived  by 
her  pretended  friends  in  this  country.  She  has 
been  made  the  dupe  of  their  schemes  of  ambition. — 
Nor  is  the  continuance  of  this  war  less  the  effect  of 
your  opposition.  Is  it  surprising  that  Britain 
. should  take  encouragement  from  this  most  unjusti- 
fiable opposition?  The  enemy  takes  quiet  posses: 
sion  of  a large  extent  of  your  territory.  Instead  of 
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expelling  him , you  appoint  a convention  to  divide  the 
states , unless  J\re-w- England  shall  be  permitted  to  rule 
them.  You  pretended  to  raise  ten  thousand  troops, 
but  instead  of  this  the  Hartford  convention  met, 
exploded,  recommended  to  fritter  away  the  consti- 
tution, and  a mission  is  sent  to  Washington  on  a 
very  extraordinary,  and  I had  almost  said,  foolish 
errand,  to  obtain,  forsooth,  the  United  States  taxes 
to  be  paid  into  the  state  treasury!  And  if  Massa- 
chusetts can  get  this  money,  why  then  we  are  to  see 
astonishing  military  achievements.  This  is  the 
way  you  prolong  the  war.  If  G.  Britain  has  not 
lost  all  confidence  in  this  scolding,  professing, 
threatening  party,  our  conduct  will  unquestionably 
procrastinate  the  war.  We  have  made  the  war 
disastrous — Boasting  J Massachusetts — how  does  she 
stand  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  in  this  contest?  Ev- 
ery act  of  ours  tends  to  embarrass  the  government 
and  encourage  the  enemy.  We  will  not  rejoice  at 
victories,  nor  thank  even  the  defenders  of  our  soil. 
We  insult  our  conquerors  by  sea  and  land,  by  de- 
claring the  war  disastrous  and  disgraceful. 

Sir,  I would  never  restrain  our  representatives  of 
the  people  from  making  war.  I am  far  from  believ- 
ing that  a perpetual  peace  with  Great  Britain  ought 
to  be  expected  or  wished.  Thirty  years  peace  nad 
well  nigh  prostrated  the  liberties  of  this  country. — 
We  were  trammelled  and  handcuffed  by  British 
influence.  We  were  sleeping  under  the  fatal  oper- 
ation of  this  influence.  And  but  for  this  war,  we 
should  not,  perhaps,  until  too  late , have  discovered 
the  extent  of  this  influence. 

I believe,  sir,  there  is  a natural  enmity  between 
this  country  and  Great  Britain.  Britain  is  jealous 
of  our  increasing  commerce  and  naval  glory — she 
will  never  forgive  us  our  independence.  This  war 
will  give  us  a navy,  and  a navy  may  be  the  cause  of 
future  wars. 

The  war  has  been  of  vast  benefit.  It  has  taught 
Great  Britain  to  remember  and  respect  our 
strength.  It  has  taught  ns  to  respect  ourselves,  and 
to  feel  a confidence  in  our  own  power  and  rosources. 
It  has  strengthened  and  perfected  our  independence 
by  improving  our  agricultural  and  manufacturing 
interests. 

The  glories  we  have  acquired  in  this  war  will 
command  the  honor  and  astonishment  of  Europe. 
On  the  ocean  we  have  humbled  British  pride.  The 
victories  of  Erie,  Plattsburgh,  Niagara,  and  New- 
Orleans,  rival  all  the  glories  of  the  revolution.  I 
wish,  in  God,  Massachusetts,  as  a state,  could  par- 
ticipate in  these  most  brilliant  achievements.  But 
look  at  Penobscot,  JMassachusetts , /tow  art  thou 
fallen! 

Sir,  you  must  come  in  and  help  in  this  contest. 
The  honor  of  Massachusetts  must  be  redeemed. — 
This  war  has  been  disgraceful  only  to  this  state.  If 
we  regarded  the  United  States  as  our  country;  if 
we  would  avoid  the  scorn  and  contempt  of  the 
world;  if  we  are  the  sons  of  patriots  who  sacrificed 
their  lives  on  the  altar  of  their  country;  let  us  aban- 
don this  strange  opposition  policy,  expel  the  invad- 
er from  our  soil,  and  participate  in  the  glory  of  our 
triumphs  over  the  most  powerful  nation  in  the 
world.  

Mr.  Hanson’s  Speech, 

Upon  his  motion  to  strike  out  the  frst  section  of  the 

Bank  bill , in  the  House  of  Representatives , U-  S. 

November  29th. 

Mr.  Hansox  said,  he  was  not  less  alive  to  the 
critical  and  awful  condition  of  the  country,  than 
the  secretary  olf  the  treasury,  whose  letter  had  just 
been  read  by  the  clerk.  The  picture  he  had  paint- 
ed of  our  financial  affairs  was  not  more  frightful 
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than  the  reality.  In  some  features  it  fell  short  of 
the  original.  Not  only  had  government  bills  been 
dishonored,  and  the  interest  of  the  public  debt  re- 
mained unpaid,  as  stated  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  but  facts  were  within  the  knowledge  of 
Mr.  H.  still  more  disreputable  and  degrading  to 
the  administration.  So  completely  empty  was  the 
treasury,  and  destitute  of  credit,  that  funds  could 
not  be  obtained  to  defray  the  current  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  different  departments.  Disgraceful, 
humiliating  as  the  fact  was,  it  ought  not  to  be  conceal- 
ed from  the  nation,  and  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  state 
to  the  house,  that  the  department  of  state  was  so 
bare  of  money,  as  to  be  unable  to  pay  even  its  sta- 
tionary bill.  The  government  was  subsisting  upon 
the  drainings  of  unchai'tered  banks  in  the  district, 
who  felt  themselves  compelled  to  contribute  their 
means,  lest  the  rod  in  terrorem,  which  was  held 
over  them,  should  be  applied,  and.  an  act  of  incor- 
poration refused.  Yes,  it  was  well  known  to  the 
citizens  of  the  district,  that  the  treasury  was  oblig- 
ed to  borrow  pitiful  sums,  which  it  would  disgrace 
a merchant  in  tolerable  credit,  to  ask  for. 

Mr.  H.  mentioned  the  instance  of  an  acceptance 
of  $3500,  which  the  war  department  was  unable  to 
pay,  and  persuaded  a bank  in  Georgetown  to  pay 
for  them.  He  mentioned  several  acceptances  which 
he  himself  had  seen  for  large  amounts,  which  had 
been  protested  by  the  public  notary.  The  paymas- 
ter was  unable  to  meet  demands  for  paltry  amounts, 
not  even  for  thirty  dollars,  which  was  a well  estab- 
lished fact.  He  spoke  also  of  the  failure  to  meet 
the  public  engagements  atNew-York  and  Philadel- 
phia. He  said  he  was  apprised  several  days  in  ad- 
vance of  the  explosion,  which  happened  in  the  lat- 
ter place,  and  had  attempted  to  take  the  floor  sev- 
eral days  past  to  prepare  the  house  for  the  event, 
but  he  had  not  been  so  fortunate  as  to  catch  the 
speaker’s  eye.  In  short,  it  was  difficult  to  conceive 
a situation  more  ciritical  and  perilous,  than  that  of 
the  goverment  at  this  moment,  without  money, 
without  credit,  and  destitute  of  the  means  of  de- 
fending the  country. 

Under  such  circumstances,  I agree,  said  Mr.  H. 
with  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  that  not  a mo- 
ment should  be  lost  in  exerting  the  constitutional 
power  of  congress  to  its  utmost  energy,  to  check  or 
turn  aside  this  evil  current  of  events,  which  threat- 
en to  overwhelm  the  nation.  Not  a moment  was  to 
be  lost  in  preventing,  if  possible,  further  mischief, 
and  in  repairing  what  was  already  done.  But  if  an 
opinion  was  to  be  formed  of  the  future,  from  the 
past  proceedings  of  the  house,  there  was  little 
ground  to  hope.  Congress  was  in  the  third  month 
of  its  session — it  had  been  convened  under  circum- 
stances appealing  to  whatever  of  spirit  and  patriot- 
ism there  was  in  the  country,  addressing  themselves 
with  peculiar  force  to  the  authors  of  our  calamities, 
the  party  in  power.  What  had  been  done  towards 
discharging  the  interesting  and  sacred  trust  repos- 
ed in  the  representatives  of  the  people— the  guar- 
dian of  the  national  honor  and  safety?  The  house 
was  dialy  involved  in  useless  wrangling  debates, 
which,  from  all  appearance  were  likely  to  result 
in  nothing  but  words,  and  abortive  attempts  at 
action.— While  the  doctors  are  disputing,  (said 
Mr.  H.)  about  the  medicines  to  be  administered, 
the  patient  is  rapidly  approaching  to  its  last  breath. 
It  cannot  be  said  of  me,  sir,  that  I have  thrown  ob- 
structions in  the  way  of  the  ruling  party.  So  far 
from  it,  I have  abstained  purposely  from  taking  part 
in  many  interesting  debates,  in  the  hope  that  action 
would  be  substituted  to  words,  and  from  an  unwill- 


ingness to  consume  time,  every  moment  of  which  I 
deemed  precious  to  the  country. 

Such  is  my  ardent  desire  to  economise  time,  ae 
far  as  it  is  consistent  with  intelligent  legislation,  that 
I would  not  now  claim  the  attention  of  the  house, 
but  that  my  patience  is  exhausted.  I have  waited 
and  waited  in  vain,  to  see  this  pernicious  measure 
consigned  to  the  fate  which  evidently  awaits  it,  and 
to  see  some  other  feasible  plan,  which  the  discre- 
tion and  good  sense  of  the  house  can  sanction,  in- 
troduced in  its  place.  I can  remain  silent  no  lon- 
ger; its.  palpable  deformity,  its  utter  inadequacy  to 
the  ends  proposed,  and  its  destructive  tendency 
seem  to  be  apparent  to  a large  majority  of  the 
house,  who  are  impatient  to  dispacth  it.  A scheme 
so  absurd  and  visionary,  could  have  been  looked  for 
from  no  other  quarter  than  that  which  produced  it. 
and  I am  glad  to  see  that  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  house  have  at  last  collected  the  courage 
and  manifested  their  determination  to  pursue  what 
they  call  an  Ignus  Fatuus  (Mr.  Calhoun ) no  further. 
An  Ignus  Fatuus,  truly,  sir,  and  which,  like  other 
jack-o’-lanthems,  engendered  in  the  fens  of  party, 
will  play  about  the  surface  of  those  stagnant  pools 
until  it  sinks,  and  is  extinguished.  It  was  this 
same  bold  and  false  prophet,  who  led  us  into  Cana- 
da, to  conquer  free  trade  and  sailors’  rights,  and 
such  is  the  sanguine  nature  of  the  late  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  foreign  relations,  that  I have  not 
a doubt,  even  now,  he  would  contract,  if  he  could 
find  security  for  the  forfeiture,  to  capture,  in  six 
weeks  more  or  less,  the  whole  British  army,  and  de- 
liver them,  bound  hand  and  foot  at  the  capitol. 

The  Speaker  called  to  order,  conceiving  the  re- 
marks to  be  personal. 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  hitherto  he  had  with  pleasure^ 
paid  the  most  scrupulous  regard  to  the  judgment  of 
the  chair,  and  bowed  cheerfully  to  its  decisions,  but 
on  this  occasion  he  must  be  allowed  to  suggest  that 
the  latitude  usually  indulged  in  such  discussions 
was  favorable  to  the  course  now  taken  in  debate. — 
Besides,  the  honourable  speaker  would  recollect, 
upon  this  very  question,  the  liberality  contended  for 
had  been  enjoyed  by  the  other  side  of  the  house  in  a 
degree  and  mode  not  now  proposed  to  be  trans- 
cended. 

The  Speaker  said  his  anxiety  to  exclude  every 
thing  like  personality  from  debate,  and  a conviction 
that  the  rule  of  the  house  supported  his  opinion, 
were  sufficient  reasons  for  his  adhering  to  his  deci- 
sion. And  it  was  due  to  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land to  say,  that  he  had  always  paid  that  respect  to 
the  chair,  which  was  so  necessary  iu  supporting  its 
dignity,  and  that  of  the  house. 

Mr.  II.  acquiesced.  He  knew  of  nothing  more 
visionary  than  the  idea  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolinia,  that  in  the  present  depreciated  state  of 
the  public  credit,  and  finances,  the  enormous  sum 
of  forty-four  millions  of  treasury  notes  could  be 
put  in  circulation.  A scheme  of  a paper  medium 
so  stupendous  at  a time  so  critical,  destroyed  every 
hope  of  extricating  the  country.  If  sanctioned  by 
the  house,  so  far  from  relieving  the  nation,  it  would 
plunge  it  into  still  deeper  dimculties.-r-He  looked 
with  horror  and  dismay  at  the  project,  and  was 
most  of  all  astonished  that  the  house  treated  it  with 
the  respect  of  entertaining  it  one  day  in  debate. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  H.)  my  opposition  to  this  gigantic, 
rickety,  deformed  project,  cannot  be  ascribed  to  a 
sinister  design  to  embarrass  the  government,  and 
prevent  the  relief  necessary  speedily  to  be  afforded 
to  its  finances. — I know,  sir,  the  country  cannot  be 
defended,  it  will  be  out  of  the  power  of  the  govern- 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SUPPLEMENT  TO  VOL.  VII. 


55 


rnent  to  save  it,  if  they  are  so  disposed,  unless  the 
'treasury  is  relieved.  My  opposition  to  the  bill  pro- 
ceeds from  my  extreme  anxiety,  to  place  it  in  the 
power  of  those  who  direct  the  government,  to  de- 
fend and  save  the  country.  I will  permit  no  man  in 
this  nation  to  take  precedence  of  me,  in  straining 
everv  nerve,  and  stretching  the  constitution  to  the 
utmost  limit  of  liberal  interpretation  to  impart  the 
power  requisite  to  defend  the  country,  and  maintain 
its  rights  of  sovereignty  and  soil;  but  I will  embark 
in  jjio  rash  and  desperate  measures,  which  will  put 
every  thing  at  hazard,  and  entail  unnumbered  woes 
upon  posterity.  “Desperate  situations”  produce 
desperate  councils  and  desperate  measures.  But  it 
is  in  such  times  that  men  of  virtue,  reflection  and 
wisdom  are  especially  called  on  to  look  with  dis- 
passionate calmness  on  the  state  of  affairs,  and  to 
oppose  with  firmness  all  expedients  which  are  cal- 
culated to  increase,  instead  of  diminishing  the  evils 
to  be  remedied.  At  a period  like  the  present,  when 
“men  are  as  much  blinded  by  the  extremes  of  mis- 
ery,” as  in  times  past,  they  have  been  intoxicated 
with  the  extreme  of  prosperity,  the  corrective  of 
sober  judgment  and  wholesome  enquiry,  is  more 
necessary  to  prevent  irremediable  mischief  than  to 
guard  against  probable  reverses.  It  has  been  said, 
that  “great  distress  never  has  hitherto  taught,  and 
whilst  the  world  lasts,  never  will  teach  lessons  of 
wisdom  to  mankind.”  But  if  wisdom  in  our  coun- 
cils cannot  be  assured  by  past  calamities,  We  may 
at  least  avoid  a pitfall  which  is  visible  to  the  dullest 
vision. 

I say  again,  and  again,  sir,  my  undisguised,  avow- 
ed object  is  to  defend  the  country,  and  if  it  be  not 
too  late,  under  providence,  to  preserve  it  by  prompt 
and  wise,  and  vigorous  constitutional  measures. — 
JVec  gentium  quies  sine  armis  nec  anna  sine  stipen- 
diis,  nec  stipendia  sine  tributes.  I am  not  ignorant 
that  the  first  and  indispensable  step  towards  de- 
fending the  country,  is  the  recovery  of  public  cre- 
dit, and  the  disembarrassment  of  the  finances.  But 
? do  fear  without  a united  effort  in  this  house,  and 
tliroughout  this  nation,  to  restore  confidence  in  the 
treasury,  every  attempt  to  reinstate  the  finances, 
will  prove  abortive.  I entertain  the  opinion,  form- 
ed after  much  reflection,  and  a free  interchange  of 
sentiment  with  enlightened  men,  that  unless  a gen- 
eral and  generous  effort  is  made  by  all  parties,  to 
revive  the  expiring  credit  of  the  treasury,  it  will 
continue  to  languish,  daily  to  depreciate,  until  I 
would  say  the  credit  of  Jacob  Barker  himself,  (if  it 


applied  and  wasted  in  fruitless  attempts  at  con. 
quest,  the  states  must  of  necessity  take  their  de- 
fence  into  their  own  hands.  But  the  condition  of 
the  country  is  so  critical,  I see  no  choice  but  to 
take  the  chance  of  a correct  application  of  means  to 
be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  government  The 
charge  never  shall  be  brought  against  me,  that  I 
folded  my  arms,  and  looked  on  an  indifferent  spec- 
tator, while  the  country  was  sinking.  The  men  in 
power  shall  never  be  able  to  throw  upon  me  any 
portion  of  the  blame  of  not  extricating  the  country 
from  the  difficulties  into  which  their  incompetency 
and  folly  have  plunged  it.  It  will  be  demanded  of 
them  to  return  the  government  pure  and  undefiled, 
as  they  received  it.  Degrading  terms  of  peace  I 
will  never  agree  to,  and  if  our  rights  and  honour 
are  to  be  sacrificed,  they  sliall  never  have  it  to  say 
they  were  sacrificed,  because  /,  as  one  of  the  minor- 
ity, withheld,  from  them  the  means  of  preserving 
them.  No;  they  shall  have  the  means,  as  far  as  f 
can  give  them,  I will  bear  my  portion  of  the  odium 
of  their  measures  for  defence,  where  they  do  not 
trench  upon  the  constitution.  When  they  do  so 
trench,  when  their  measures  go  to  prostrate  civil 
liberty,  and  overthrow  the  constitution,  I will  re- 
sist them,  and  recommend  resistance  to  the  people. 
I will  draw  the  sword  to  put  down  and  punish 
usurpation  and  tyranny  at  home,  with  the  same  ala- 
crity, that  I would  run  to  the  water’s  edge  to  repel 
the  invading  foe.  I now  fear  nothing  from  usurpa- 
tion, because  we  are  now  free  and  able  to  resist 
it  successfully.  The  attempt  will  prove  that  both 
the  physical  and  numerical  strength  of  the  country 
lies  where  it  ought  to  lie,  because  it  will  never  be 
exerted,  except  in  defence  of  the  country,  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  Subjugation  by  a foreign 
power  can  hardly  be  deemed  an  evil,  compared  with 
domestic  despotism  and  slaver}'.  The  foreign  yoke 
may  be  broken  and  thrown  off,  but  the  chains  rivet- 
ted  upon  a people  by  their  own  tyrants,  are  diffi- 
cult to  be  loosened  and  destroyed.  It  will  be  una- 
vailing, and  worse  than  unavailing,  to  put  the  coun- 
try in  a posture  to  meet  the  enemy  without,  if  a 
more  dangerous  enemy  within,  is  permitted  quietly 
and  at  his  leisure,  to  reduce  this  people  to  a state 
of  ignominious  bondage. 

In  coming  to  the  determination  to  grant  the  sup- 
plies asked  for  to  defend  the  country,  I maintain  I 
am  neither  inconsistent  with  myself,  faithless  to 
my  friends,  nor  false  to  the  country.  The  highest 
of  all  temporal  obligations,  according  to  my  moral 


were  not  attaching  more  importance  to  him,  than  J sense,  and  the  soundest  policy,  according  to  my 
he  merits)  will  be  high,  compared  with  that  of  the  [judgment,  approve  the  course  I have  marked  out 
government  in  the  money  market.  Under  this  strong  I for  myself.  The  reason  is  obvious  why  I shall  ab- 
conviction,  and  knowing  as  every  man  m the  nation  j stain  from  a particular  discussion  of  the  points  of 
must  know,  that  the  country  cannot  be  defended  j difference,  between  me  and  some  of  my  political 
without  the  ways  and  means,  and  as  far  as  depends  ! friends.  Either  being  wrong,  I know  it  is  for  me 
on  me,  being  resolved  at  every  cost,  hazard  and  ex- 1 to  wait  the  award  of  an  enlightened  and  virtuous 

community,  having  no  other  palliation  to  offer,  than 
that  if  I have  erred,  ltnis  my  firm  conviction  I have 
erred  on  the  side  of  the  best  interests  of  my  coun- 
try. We  no  doubt  aim  at  the  same  goal,  but  chuse 
different  routes  to  arrive  at  it.  I am  perfectly  sure, 
that  we  all  prefer  our  country  to  ourselves,  its  good 
to  our  own  gratification.  That  my  political  friends, 
in  common  with  me,  have  a single  eye  to  the  safety 
and  lasting  happiness  of  the  nation,  cannot  be 
doubted.  We  are  alike  anxious  and  resolved,  if 
possible,  though  we  may  differ  in  some  respects 
about  the  means,  to  save  the  country.  When  I say 
country,  I do,  of  course,  not  mean  those  fell  des- 
troyers of'  its  rights,  peace,  safety  and  honour,  whose 
misdeeds  have  brought  upon  the  people  the  suffer- 
ings under  which  they  smart,  the  burdens  which 


tremity,  consistently  with  civil  liberty,  and  the  con 
stitution,  to  preserve  unimpaired  the  rights  and 
honour  of  the  nation,  I therefore  shall  co-operate  in 
all  measures  to  defend  the  country.  This  can  only 
be  done  by  reproducing  and  bracing  the  main  sinew 
of  win-,  money,  public  credit;  without  which  the 
nation  will  be  delivered  up,  bound  hand  and  foot, 
to  tile  enemy,  unless  rescued  by  the  energy  of  the 
respective  state  sovereignties.  When  things  come 
to  the  worst,  that  the  states  can  and  will  defend 
themselves , I have  no  doubt,  but  my  object  is  to  de- 
fend the  country  under  the  constitution,  and  to  pre- 
vent a dissolution  of  the  union,  which  is  inevitable 
if  the  means  are  not  provided  of  enabling  the  gene- 
ral government  to  defend  the  states. 

If  the  means  are  supplied,  and  they  are  still  mis? 


56  NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER — SUPPLEMENT  TO  VOL.  V1L 


force  from  them  the  deep  groans  which  are  heard  j 
through  the  land.  No  man  feels  a more  thorough  | 
sovereign  contempt  for  the  wicked  authors  of  our , 
afflictions,  than  I do;  and  if  it  is  said  in  contribut- 
ing to  the  relief  and  salvation  of  the  country,  I in- 
cidentally relieve  them,  I justify,  by  replying,  even 
such  men  must  be  relieved  in  preference  to  certain 
national  bankruptcy,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  freest 
form  of  government  known  on  the  globe.  Let  the 
tempest  beaten  vessel  of  state  be  first  brought  into 
port,  I will  then  join  gentlemen  in  throwing  the 
treacherous  pilot  overboard.  Now  is  not  the  time 
to  put  all  at  hazard,  by  rash  and  untried  acts  of 
violence.  The  ship  is  sinking,  I will  give  a hand 
to  the  pump.  The  temple  is  in  flames,  I will  hand 
a bucket. 

Such  is  the  perilous  situation  of  the  country,  visi- 
ble to  every  eye,  and  plain  to  every  understanding, 
that  unless  a combined  effort  is  made,  to  rescue  us 
from  the  dangers  which  are  seen  on  all  sides,  I do 
fear  our  case  is  desperate,  our  ruin  irretrievable, 
that  vve  are  lost  irrecoverable.  But,  sir,  while  there 
is  yet  life,  there  is  still  hope.  I will  not,  must  not, 
dare  not,  abandon  the  country.  If  deserted  by  its 
true  friends  now,  it  will  sink  so  low,  that  it  cannot, 
hereafter,  under  the  guidance  of  other  councils,  be 
re-elevated  to  that  pinnacle  of  honour,  dignity  and 
glory  from  which  it  has  dashed  by  heartless  and 
corrupt  men,  in  their  despicable  contests  for  per- 
sonable aggrandizement.  If  the  country,  two  years 
hence,  is  to  be  governed  by  wiser  and  abler  men,  I 
see  no  reason  to  conceal  the  opinion,  that  the  sooner 
a good  and  sufficient  system  of  revenue,  and  a well 
regulated  Bank  are  organized,  the  better.  They 
will  be  necessary  instruments  for  those  who  may 
succeed  the  authors  of  the  burdens,  which  must 
constitute  the  basis  of  a system  imparting  efficiency 
and  ability,  to  the  national  finances.  If  we  can  save 
the  vessel  of  state  from  being  wholly  wrecked,  the 
easier  it  will  be  to  repair  and  risp  her  out  again.— 
But  most  certain,  it  is,  if  our  affairs  are  suffered  to 
go  on  in  their  present  downward  course,  a few 
months  hence  I might  point  to  the  naked  crumbling 
columns  of  your  capital,  as  a type  or  symbol  of  the 
government. 

Let  then  a united  effort  be  made  to  save  the  coun- 
try. But,  at  the  same  time,  be  it  understood,  that 
we  are  not  to  withdraw  our  opposition  to  those  un- 
constitutional measures,  and  that  pernicious  policy 
of  government,  which  are  adopted  with  no  other 
view,  than  that  the  party  in  power  may  be  the  more 
firmly  seated  in  power,  and  the  better  enabled  to 
persevere  in  their  mischievous  career.  This  we  can- 
not do,  without  abandoning  our  most  sacred  duties, 
without  a base  dereliction  of  those  well  tried  prin- 
ciples, which  have  stood  every  test  and  passed 
through  every  ordeal,  for  a long  series  of  years.  No, 
sir,  we  cannot  be  expected  to  add  fuel  to  the  flame, 
by  which  we  ourselves  are  consumed;  to  feed  the 
fever  which  is  raging  in  our,  veins;  to  become  the 
architects  of  our  own  ruin;  to  assist  in  forging 
chains  for  posterity,  if  not  for  ourselves. 

I confess,  sir,  I have  the  less  difficulty  in  voting 
supplies,  and  uniting  to  recover  public  credit,  since 
the  disclosures  made  to  the  house  by  the  President, 
in  relation  to  the  discussions  at  Ghent.  Anterior  to 
that  communication,  the  resolution  had  been  form- 
ed, as  far  as  I mig'ht  be  supposed  to  be  entitled  to 
political  consideration,  to  join  in  measures  for  de- 
fence. Although  I believed  the  war  was  unjust  and 
wicked  in  its  origin,  yet  a state  of  tilings  had  arisen 
out  of  the  revolution  in  Europe,  the  threats  of  de- 
vastation by  theenemyr,  and  his  increased  ability  to 
execute  his  menaces,  which  rendered  it  necessary 


jto  unite  in  objects  of  defence , and  to  strengthen  the 
j arm  of  government  for  that  purpose.  Although  de- 
j clared,  the  war  is  not  now  continued  from  motives 
and  designs  foreign  to  this  people.  On  the  contra- 
ry, tlie  administration  has  humbled  itself  to  a de- 
gree exciting  commisseration,  to  obtain  peace. — 
Without  violating  the  injunction  of  secrecy,  which 
locks  up  from  the  eye  of  the  people,  the  most  inter- 
esting part  of  the  despatches,  I will  advert  merely 
to  such  parts  as  are  public.  I say  then  I have  the 
less  difficulty  in  voting  supplies,  because  the  ad- 
ministration has  changed  its  ground  since  the  revo- 
lution in  Europe,  and  pome  over  to  my  opinion  and 
views  of  the  fair  terms  of  peace.  As  the  continent 
now  stands,  the  question  of  blockade  no  longer  pre- 
sents difficulties*  That  of  impressment,  aye  of 
impressment,  is  abandoned  by  the  very  authors 
themselves  of  the  calabistic  words  “free  trabf. 
and  sailors*  rights”  The  Napoleon  notion  of 
floating  colonies  is  also  discarded,  since  its  author 
has  himself  been  consigned  to  a state  of  colonial  de- 
pendence, being  struck  from  the  list  of  continental 
potentates,  though  he  preserves  all  the  forms  of 
loyalty  in  his  little  kingdom,  not  so  large  as  the 
possessions  of  some  of  our  southern  dons,  with  their 
thousands  of  acres  and  battalions  of  blacks. 

The  question  of  “free  ships,  free  goods”  is  also 
put  at  rest.  The  right  of  visit  and  search  is  impli- 
edly conceded,  and  the  flag  is  not  to  cover  the  crew. 
It  is  not  three  months,  sir,  since  I myself  saw  “Free 
Trade  and  Sailors'  Eights ” floating  in  proud  defi- 
ance on  your  flag  on  the  battery  at  the  -white  house. 
The  mystic  words  were  written  on  the  star  spangled 
banner,  which  our  naval  heroes  carried  into  the  very 
British  Channel,  where  it  waved  in  triumph.  But, 
alas!  your  Hulls,  Decaturs,  Perries  and  McDonoughs, 
now  know,  that  the  President  is  content  to  wave  the 
question  of  sailors’  rights,  and  to  give  the  go-by  to 
that  of  “the  flags  covering  the  crew.”  They  now 
know,  from  what  sources,  and  what  motives  proceed- 
ed all  their  delusive,  senseless  uproar  about  sailors* 
rights,  by  the  very  men  who  have  struggled  in  times 
past,  to  degrade  our  navy,  and  in  their  own  words, 
“would  have  gone  further  to  see  it  consumed  by  fire 
than  to  extinguish  the  flames.”  Yes,  sir,  these  he- 
roes may  now  ask  for  what  have  we  fought  glorious 
battles,  achieved  brilliant  victories,  spilt  our  bloodi 
plucked  the  brightest  gem  from  the  British  diadem, 
when  cowardice  “has  torn  down  the  flag  which  valor 
had  nailed  to  the  mast.” 

I may  be  complained  of,  sir,  for  these  digressions, 
but  if  we  are  to  trace  our  difficulties  to  their  source, 
we  must  mount  higher  than  to  this  or  that  particu- 
lar error  and  act  of  folly,  which  has  characterized 
the  vicious  system  of  politics,  so  long  persevered  in 
to  the  disgrace  and  ruin  of  the  country.  The  root 
of  the  evil  is  not  this  or  that  blunder,  that  or  the 
other  piece  of  deception,  and  mischief,  but  it  is  the 
political  system  of  administration,  not  only  in  rela- 
tion to  the  finances,  but  to  the  general  policy  of  the 
government.  It  has  been  tried,  fatally  tested,  and 
has  led  and  can  lead  to  nothing  but  disappointment, 
suffering  and  disgrace.  Let  it  then  be  abandoned, 
at  once  and  forever,  or  all  efforts  to  preserve  the 
country  will  have  but  a temporary  effect,  and 
be  productive  only  of  increased  difficulties  here- 
after. i 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  once  was  the  pride  and  happiness 
of  the  country,  (and  I bring  back  the  recollections 
of  gentlemen  to  the  period  with  bitter  feelings  of 
regret,)  to  flourish  under  the  benign  influence  of 
a political  system,  which  experience  proved  to  be 
conductive  to  our  ft  me  and  welfare.  Preferring  the 
people’s  good,  to  the  people’s  favour,  the  party  now 
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in  the  minority  introduced  and  faithfully  adhered  to, 
that  system  which  raised  the  nation  to  a state  of  un- 
exampled prosperity  and  happiness.  Its  results  are 
now  matter  of  history.  Unfortunately  for  the  coun- 
try, it  was  misunderstood,  systematically  misrepre- 
sented and  descried  by  the  demagogues  of  the  day, 
and  finally  rejected  by  a majority  of  the  people.-— 
Yes,  sir,  a false  and  erroneous  understanding  of  it 
was  imposed  upon  the  minds  of  the  deluded  people, 
and  it  was  discarded  because  they  knew  not  its  va- 
lue. Even  after  we  were  denied  by  the  people,  it 
continued  our  chief  care,  the  principle  object  of  our 
ambition,  the  sole  motive  to  exertion  to  preserve  to 
the  country,  what  had  been  already  gained.  We  be- 
trayed no  unwillingness,  that  our  successors  should 
reap  the  glory  and  benefit  of  our  institutions,  pro- 
vided drily,  they  were  preserved  to  the  country. — 
When  at  Last  the  enfuriate  passion  of  party,  and  the 
unrelenting  spirit  of  persecution,  succeeded  in  over- 
throwing and  sweeping  away  most  of  those  institu- 
tions, we  should  still  have  been  content,  if  the  great 
objects  for  which  they  were  designed,  the  peace, 
honour,  and  safety  of  the  country,  could  have  been 
preserved.  They  have  all  been  destroyed  and  cov- 
ered up  in  the  same  grave.  Gentlemen  now  feel 
and  acknowledge  the  loss  of  one  of  those  noble  in- 
stitutions, the  National  Bank,  and  they  would  recal 
it,  to  relieve  them  from  difficulties  which  cause 
distress  and  dismay  throughout  the  land.  That 
cannot  be.  It  is  too  late.  The  dead  cannot  be  res- 
tored to  life.  To  use  the  language  of  the  gentle- 
man from  S.  C.  Mr.  Calhoun,  they  who  legislate 
Upon  party  principles,  must  expect  their  measures 
to  react  upon  themselves.  Did  it  not  involve  the 
dearest  interests  and  safety  of  the  country,  I should 
rejoice  that  retribution  has  at  last  overtaken  the 
men  who  have  inflicted  such  deep  injuries  upon  us. 
Suffer,  greatly  suffer  they  must,  but  the  country, 
we  suffer  with  them,  the  innocent  and  guilty  alike, 
except  the  consolation  which  a good  conscience 
never  fails  to  administer. 

f Mr.  Speaker,  when  I reflect  on  what  our  country 
once  was,  and  might  still  have  been,  and  what  it 
now  is;  when  I think  of  the  blessings  thrown  away, 
and  the  miseries  endured,  my  indignation  against  the 
cool,  remorseless,  perverse  plotter  of  our  afflictions 
and  perils,  is  ready  to  burst  forth  on  this  floor  in 
disorderly  exclamations!  my  heart  almost  overflows 
with  mingled  gyief  and  indignation. — Daily  do  I ex- 
pect the  happening  of  some  great  event,  the  coming 
of  some  awful  public  calamity  to  be  decisive  of  our 
fate.  A war  of  wide  spread  cruel  desolation  threat- 
ened by  a powerful  and  exasperated  foe — the  Union 
shaking  to  its  very  centre  and  tottering  to  a fall — 
with  a governmentlbankrupt  in  fortune  and  in  fame, 
and  yet  where  are  we,  what  doing,  what  have  we 
done?  Where  are  we?  Look  around!  seated  on  a 
barren  heath  amidst  ruins!  surrounded  by  the 
loathsome  objects  of  our  dishonor.  Indebted  to 
the  Vandals  for  the  roof  that  covers  us.  The 
government  itself  paralised,  chained  down  as  it 
were  by  the  drowsiness  that  precedes  death.  And 
yet  gentlemen  seem  perfectly  at  their  ease,  tranquil 
as  the  undisturbed  moon  beams  that  play  upon  the 
gently  waving  billows.  They  repose  in  the  delu- 
sive idea,  that  there  is  no  danger.  The  sentinel 
upon  the  watch  tower  has  told  them  all’s  well. 
When  the  midnight  robber  has  sallied  forth  from 
his  covert,  and  prowls  about  the  street  for  his  prey, 
when  the  incendiary  has  clapthis  torch  and  the  city 
is  wrapt  in  flames,  the  perfidious  watchman  “’twixt 
sleep  and  wake,”  cries  from  his  box,  all’s  -veil/ 

Sir,  at  this  moment,  the  cold  icy  hand  of  death  is 
on  tfiis  people.  The  agony  cannot  be  of  lor  „ con- 


tinuance. The  crisis  must  soon  be  over;  and  if  we 
are  doomed  to  fall  as  a punishment  of  our  sins  as  a 
nation,  the  day  will  have  come  when  the  blindest 
party  zealot  will  acknowledge,  that  but  one  man 
stood  between  his  country  and  its  salvation.  God 
knows,  sir,  no  one  more  devoutly  and  fervently 
wishes  than  l do,  that  he  may  be  inspired  with  the 
wisdom,  virtue  and  energy  to  save  this  nation.  But 
all  is  dark  and  cheerless;  I see  no  lambent  rav  of 
hope  gilding  the  dreary  prospect  before  us.  The 
hand-writing  on  the  wall  points  to  our  fixed  des- 
tiny. It  is  written  in  characters  so  glaring,  and  so 
legible,  that  he  who  runs  may  read? — When,  says 
the  greatest  moral  philosopher  of  any  age,  did  dis- 
tress ever  oblige  a prince  to  abdicate  his  authority? 
This  bars  up  every  avenue  of  escape. 

Here,  perhaps,  I ought  to  stop;  but  I will  not 
leave  the  country  in  so  forlorn  and  desperate  a con- 
dition. No,  sir,  I will  address  myself,  especially  to 
tliis  body,  holding  as  it  does  now  with  the  other 
branch,  the  destinies  of  the  nation  in  its  hands.  Let 
them  act  with  promptitude  and  vigor;  and  in  the 
language  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  resolve 
not  to  delay  another  moment  in  every  constitutional 
effort  to  save  the  country.  If  they  attempt  to  vio- 
late the  constitution,  they  must  sprinkle  it  with 
blood,  with  my  blood,  for  I will  not  outlive  the  li- 
berties of  my  country. — LTndpr  the  constitution,  the 
country  can  be  saved,  or  let  it  fall.  Consign  this 
bill  at  once  to  the  fate  it  merits.  Adopt  at  once 
measures  to  revive  public  credit,  to  unite  the  people 
and  fill  the  armies.  My  voice  and  my  arm  is  with 
you  in  every  just  and  constitutional  measure  for  the 
defence  of  ihe  country.  Energy,  wisdom  and  vir- 
tue will  yet  save  the  republic.  If  we  have  them 
not,  if  we  cannot  bring  ourselves,  regardless  of  con- 
sideration of  popularity,  to  discharge  our  sacred 
trust  like  men,  like  patriots,  let  us  take  the  ddvice 
of  the.  honorable  member  from  N.  York,  Mh-Fisk; 
leave  our  seats,  render  back  our  powers  to  the  peo- 
ple. 

Mr.  Gore’s  Remarks, 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  t)n  the 
third  reading  of  the  hill  laying  a Direct' 
Tax,  and  to  provide  revenue  for  main - 
taining  the  public  credit,  Sfc,  Sfc*  {Jan* 
uary  1815.) 

This  bill  imposes  burthens  extremely 
heavy  on  all  the  citizens  of  our  common 
country,  and  on  those  with  which  I am 
most  acquainted,  a load  that  under  exis- 
ting circumstances,  will  be  intolerable. 

With  the  principle  of  the  bill,  iu  select* 
ing  as  objects  of  taxation,  the  lands  and 
buildings  of  the  United  States,  1 have  no 
fault  to  find. 

1 consider  them  as  fit  and  proper  subjects 
of  revenue,  and  such  assessments  calcula- 
ted to  equalize  the  burthens  of  the  coun- 
try, as  imposing  them  on  all  parts,  and 
with  more  impartiality  than  can  be  attain- 
ed by  any  other  mode. 

And,  sir,  I should  feel  it  my  duty  to 
vote  for  a bill,  imposing  such  a tax,  to  any 
reasonable  amount,  had  it  not  pleased  the 
government  of  the  nation  to  place  the  State, 
which  I have  the  honour  to  represent,  out 
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of  the  protection  of  the  United  States  and 
to  determine,  that  while  it  shall  bear  a full 
proportion  of  the  taxes,  none  of  their 
fruits  shall  redound  to  her  relief. 

The  motives  of  eongress,  in  granting 
supplies,  are  doubtless  to  provide  for  the 
defence  of  the  country  and  the  security  of 
its  rights,  by  a safe  and  honourable  peace. 

These  motives  are  wise  and  irresistible. 
All  concur  in  the  necessity  of  defending 
our  territory  against  the  enemy;  and  in  the 
assertion  and  maintenance  of  our  essential 
rights,  at  every  peril,  and  if  necessary,  by 
the  sacrifice  of  all  that  conduces  to  private 
ease  and  personal  enjoyment. 

No  one  feels  this  truth  more  sensibly 
than  myself — no  one  considers  the  duty 
mofe  imperative:  with  its  obligations  I 
have  no  compromises  to  make,  and  in  its 
performance  I ask  for  no  Limitations,  on  ac- 
count of  the  folly  and  improvidence  with 
which  the  war  was  waged,  nor  of  the  de- 
grading imbecility  and  prodigal  waste  of 
treasure,  of  blood  and  character,  by  which 
it  has  been  prosecuted. 

The  enemy  publicly  proclaims  his  pur- 
pose, to  spread  desolation,  far  and  wide, 
on  our  unprotected  sea-coast.  He  proceeds 
to  execute  his  threats  with  a barbarity  and 
baseness, |ti  many  instances  unprecedented. 

The  mabtsipns  of  the  rich,  the  palaces  of 
the  nation*  and  the  cottages  of  its  poorest 
citizens,  feel  alike  his  disgraceful  ven- 
geance. The  opulence  of  the  wealthy  is  de- 
stroyed; the  means  of  subsistence,  to  the 
impoverished  inhabitants  of  the  sands  are 
redeemed  from  bis  rapacity  by  grinding 
impositions  which  the  charity  of  such  as 
being  out  Of  the  reach  of  his  power,  are 
alone  able  to  supply.  Even  the  ashes  of 
the  dead  are  not  suffered  to  repose  in  quiet. 
And,  as  the  last  act  of  atroeity,  your  slaves 
are  seized an(f  seduced,  embodied  in  mili- 
tary array,  aud  led  to  the  destruction  of 
their  masters  and  the  plunder  of  their  pos- 
sessions. 

Whether  those  acts  seek  an  apology  in 
the  conduct  of  our  own  government,  we 
cannot  enquire  for  the  purpose  of  weigh- 
ing our  duty  to  repel  his  attack — Whoever 
Comes  to  pur  shores,  in  the  character  of  an 
enemy,  must  be  resisted.  We  must  do  all 
in  our  power  to  defend  ourselves  and  our 
soil  from  an  invading  foe. 

A question  arises — have  we  any  grounds 
for  believing  that  the  grants  of  men  and 
money,  will  be  wisely  applied  to  the  pur- 
poses of  defence  and  protection? 

Honourable  gentlemen  will  please  to  go 
back  to  Nov.  1811,  when  the  executive, 
in  w inding  its  devious  course  to  the  fatal 
act  of  June,  181 2,  addressed  the  hopes, 


the  fears,  the  vanity  and  pride  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  avowing  its  duty  to  establish  the 
general  security,  assured  the  nation  “that 
the  works  of  defence  on  our  maritime  fron- 
tier, had  been  prosecuted  with  an  activity , 
leaving  little  to  be  added  for  the  completion 
of  the  most  important  ones.”  The  land 
forces  so  disposed  as  to  insure  appropriate 
and  important  services,  and  embodied  and 
marched  toward  the  north  western  fron- 
tiers, to  seek  satisfaction  for  acts,  which  it 
was  declared,  had  alike  ‘‘the  character  aud 
effect  of  w ar.” 

The  subsequent  course  of  things  must  be 
full  in  the  mind  of  every  one,  aud  the  re- 
sult known  and  felt  by  all. 

We  learn  that  the  same  measures  are, to 
be  pursued.  The  Atlantic  coast  is  to  be 
defended  Jtj  heretofore,  by  attempts  on 
Canada.  This  is  frankly  and  formally 
told  to  the  Congress,  that  no  pretence  can 
be  urged,  in  future,  of  disappointment  or 
deception. 

I forbear  to  speak  on  this  subject.  In 
the  actual  state  of  things,  all  reasoning 
must  be  futile.  The  powers  of  language 
cease  before  the  eloquent  monitors,  con- 
stantly in  our  view. 

We  are  doomed  to  remain  in  this  scene, 
that  we  may  not,  for  a moment,  lose  sight 
of  our  degradation  and  disgrace. 

The  government  had  complete  informa- 
tions of  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  months 
before  his  attack  on  Washington.  In  this 
city,  were  all  the  means  of  defence,  for- 
tresses, ships,  cannon,  men  and  money 

Here,  too,  was  concentrated  all  the  wisdom 
of  the  administration,  to  deliberate,  exam- 
ine, decide  and  prepare  for  the  support  of* 
the  capital,  at  least  sixty  days  prior  to  its 
destruction,  by  a few  thousand  worn  down 
and  exhausted  soldiers.  You  have  now  in 
rail  view,  the  effect  of  their  combined 
councils,  of  their  individual  and  united 
talents,  prudence  and  energies. 

These  monuments  show,  in  characters  not 
(o  be  mistaken,  the  future  in  the  past  aud 
in  the  desolation  around.  They  declare 
the  fate  of  every  place,  under  the"  influence 
and  protection  of  v government  if  ap- 
proached by  the  enemy. 

Congress  continues  to  grant,  wih  no 
sparing  hand,  supplies  of  every  kind  to 
the  same  men,  in  the  hope,  it  is  imagined, 
that  heaven  may,  by  some  miracle,  inter- 
pose for  their  application,  to  the  safety  and 
relief  of  the  country. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  crave  your  indulgence 
and  that  of  the  honourable.  senate,  while 
I relate  the  condition  df  tile  coup  try,  which 
1 represent,  as  the  grounds  cf  the  vote  I. 
am  constrained  to  give  on  this  occasion.**-: 


0* 


!<* 
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The  state  of  Massachusetts  has  a sea-coasl 
of  about  six  hundred  miles  in  extent.  Its 
eastern  boundary  joins  that  of  the  eueiny. 
It  is,  of  course,  peculiarly  liable  to  inva- 
sion. The  president  of  the  Uited  States 
was  avowedly  of  the  opinion,  that  it  would 
he  invaded,  immediately  on  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war.  There  were  several  is- 
lauds,  and  one  of  great  importance,  on  the 
eastern  frontier,  the  title  to  which  was  not 
definitively  acknowledged  by  Great  Brit- 
ain. The  claim  of  Massachusetts  had  been 
allowed,  by  this  power,  in  a treaty  made 
according  to  the  instructions  of  the  presi- 
dent, which  treaty  the  United  States  had 
chosen  to  reject.  The  government,  there- 
fore, superadded  to  the  general  obligation, 
enjoiued  upon  it,  to  protect  and  defend  the 
territory  of  all  the  states,  had  incurred  a 
peculiar  responsibility  to  guard  this  par 
ticular  frontier  from  failing  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy. 

This  state  has  been  left  entirely  unpro- 
tected and  defenceless,  and  has  at  no  time 
had  within  it,  and  destined  to  its  defence, 
sufficient  force  of  the  United  States  to  pro- 
tect auy  one  point  against  a common  and 
ordinary  hostile  attack. 

Shortly  after  the  adoption  of  the  consti- 
tution, she  ceded  to  the  United  States  ail 
the  fortresses  in  her  possession.  These, 
with  all  the  prominent  points  of  land  and 
cites,  appropriate  for  fortifications  to  de- 
fend the  state  against  invasion,  were,  and 
for  a long  time  previous  to  the  war,  had 
been,  in  the  exclusive  possession  of  the 
United  States.  The  state,  therefore,  had 
no  authority  or  jurisdiction  over,  nor  even 
to  enter  them,  for  any  purpose;  much  less 
to  assume  the  defence  of  tiieir  territory, 
through  these  means. 

One  great  and  principal  object  of  the 
constitution,  was  to  provide  by  this  govern- 
ment for  the  common  defence,  and,  by  the 
power  and  resources  of  all  the  states,  to 
protect  each  against  invasion. 

The  preamble  declares; 

“We,  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
in  order  to  form  a more  perfect  union,  es- 
tablish justice,  ensure  domestic  tranquilli- 
ty, provide  for  the  common  defence,  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare,  and  the  blessings 
of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  posterity  do  or- 
dain and  establish  this  constitution.”  For 
this  end  the  states  surrendered  the  princi- 
pal resources  of  revenue,  over  which  they, 
previously,  had  uncontrolled  dominion. 

“The  Congress  shall  have  power,  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  ex- 
cises to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the 
common  defence,”  “to  borrow  mouey  on  the 
credit  of  the  United  States.” 


Here  are  ample  resources  and  means 
commensurate  to  the  duties  the  United 
States  were  enjoined,  and  undertook  to  per- 
form. 

This  cannot  be  denied  by  the  men  now 
in  power:  for  they  abolished  many  taxes,  in 
full  productive  operation,  at  the  time  they 
received  the  government. 

Power  was  also  granted  to  raise  and  sup- 
port every  kind  of  force,  necessary  to  en- 
sure the  common  defence,  and  to  protect 
the  states  against  invasion,  viz.  . 

“To  raise  and  support  armies” 

“To  provide  and  maintain  a navy.” 

“To  exercise  exclusive  legislation  over 
all  places  purchased  by  the  consent  of  the 
legislatures  of  the  states  in  which  the  same 
shall  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts  magazines, 
arsenals,  dock  yards  and  other  needful 
buildings.’’ 

The  several  states  having  surrendered 
their  resources,  and  afforded  such  ample 
provision  for  the  common  defence,  left  no 
doubt  of  the  paramount  duty  in  the  United 
States,  to  perform  it  punctually  and  faith- 
fully. 

In  the  present  war,  they  are  without  ex- 
cuse. if  this  be  not  fuily  and  perfectly  done; 
for  the  war  was  of  their  own  choice:  they 
made  it,  and  at  tiieir  ow  n time. 

The  several  states  received  from  the 
United  States  a solemn  obligation,  that 
they  would  protect  each  against  invasion. 

“The  United  States  guarantee  to  every 
state  a republican  form  of  government,  and 
shall  protect  each  of  them  against  inva- 
sion.” 

If  any  thing  were  wanting  to  show  the 
sacredness  of  this  duty  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  absolute  reliance  which  the  states 
entertained  of  its  complete  performance,  it 
is  to  be  found  iii  the  restrictions  and  priva- 
tions, which  the  several  states  imposed  on 
themselves. 

“No  state  shall  grant  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal.  No  state  shall,  without  the 
consent  of  congress,  lay  any  imposts,  or 
duties  on  imports,  or  exports,”  except  Sfc, 

“ No  state  shall,  without  the  cousent  of 
congress,  lay  any  duty  on  tonnage,  keep 
troops  or  ships  of  w ar,  in  time  of  peace, 
enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact  with 
another  state,  or  with  a foreign  p^wer,  or 
engage  in  a war,  unless  actually  invaded, 
or  in  such  imminent  danger,  as  will  not  ad- 
mit of  delay.” 

Having  thus  surrendered  all  the  pecuni- 
ary resources  necessary  to  provide  the 
means  of  defence,  and  also  the  right  to 
raise  a force  requisite  to  this  end,  the  sev- 
eral states  did  rely,  aud  were  justified  in 
relying,  with  perfect  confidence,  for  com- 
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plete  protection  and  defence,  on  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States. 

No  one  will  pretend  that  such  defence 
has  been  afforded  all  the  states  in  the  uni- 
on. Massachusetts  has  been  entirely  aban- 
doned. The  men  raised  there  for  the  reg- 
ular army,  have  been  marched  out  of  the 
state. 

Within  a month  after  the  declaration  of 
war,  the  governor  of  that  state  was  inform- 
ed by  direction  of  the  President,  that  the 
regular  troops  were  all  ordered  from  the 
sea  eoast;  and  this  threat,  if  intended  as 
such,  was  instantly  executed.  Thus,  the 
moment  the  United  States  had  placed  the 
country  in  a situation  to  require  defence, 
and  which  it  was  their  duty  to  provide, 
they  wantonly  took  away  the  only  force 
which  could  afford  it. 

It  may  be  said,  that  the  President  called 
forth  the  militia,  in  June  and  July,  1812, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  defence, 
and  protecting  the  state  against  invasion, 
and  the  governor  refused  to  obey  the  re- 
quisition. On  the  12th  June , 1812  the 
President,  by  his  secretary  of  war,  request- 
ed governor  Strong  to  order  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  on  the  requisition 
of  general  Dearborn,  such  parts  of  the  mi- 
litia as  the  general  might  deem  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  the  sea  coast,  and  on  the 
22d  June,  the  same  general  informed  the 
governor,  that  war  was  declared  against 
Great  Britain,  and  requested  fourty-one 
companies  for  the  defence  of  the  ports  and 
harbours  in  Massachusetts,  and  the  har- 
bour of  New-port,  in  Rhode-Island. 

The  governor  of  a state  is  obliged  to 
comply  with  every  requisition  of  the  United 
States  for  militia  made  in  pursuance  of 
the  provisions  of  the  constitution.  He  is 
equally  bound  by  his  duty  to  the  states,  to 
refrain  from  calling  them  forth,  for  pur- 
poses not  within  those  provisions. 

The  only  case  that  authorizes  a call  for 
the  militia  of  the  several  states,  to  act 
against  an  enemy , is  to  repel  invasion. 

The  President,  neither  by  himself,  nor 
liny  of  his  officers,  ever  preteuded  that  this 
Case  existed,  at  the  time  the  requisition  is- 
sued. The  requisition  was  made  express- 
ly, for  the  defence  of  the  ports  and  har- 
bours of  that  state  and  of  Rhode-Island. 

The  militia  is  a force  which  belongs  to 
the  several  states  respectively  and  exclu- 
sively, and  is  so  recognized  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  The  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  is  a government 
of  limited  authorities,  and  has  no  other 
powers  than  what  are  granted  by  the  con- 
stitution. A pow'er  to  call  forth  the  mili- 
tia, to  provide  for  the  common  defence,  or 


to  protect  against  invasion,  is  no  where 
granted  to  the  United  States  in  express 
terms.  All  the  authority  over  the  militia 
delegated  to  the  United  States,  is  to  call 
them  forth  to  repel  invasion , to  execute  the 
laws,  and  suppress  insurrection.  The 
United  States  is  bound  to  provide  for  te 
common  defence. 

To  repel  invasion  is  included  in  the  duty 
of  providing  for  the  common  defence;  and 
as  invasion  may  be  sudden,  even  in  time  of 
profound  peace,  and  before  the  United 
States  can  bring  their  forces  to  meet  an  un- 
expected attack,  the  militia  of  the  several 
states  is  granted  to  the  United  States,  from 
the  necessity  of  the  case  as  the  means  by 
which  they  may  provide  for  the  common 
defence  in  such  particular  instance. 

It  the  United  States  have  authority  to 
call  forth  the  militia,  for  the  ordinary  pur- 
poses of  war  for  the  common  defence;  or 
for  protection  against  invasion  under  any 
of  the  general  powers  granted,  such  as  that 
to  provide  for  the  common  defence , there 
would  have  been  no  necessity  for  the  spe- 
cial clause,  authorizing  congress  to  pro- 
vide for  calling  them  forth,  to  repel  inva~ 
sion ; for  repelling  invasion  is  undoubtedly 
one  part  of  the  duty  of  providing  for  the 
common  defence. 

If  it  were  the  intent  of  the  constitution 
to  grant  to  the  U.  States,  expressly,  a pow- 
er over  the  militia  for  protection  against 
ipvasion,  it  would  have  declared  that  for 
such  purposes  the  U.  States  might  call 
forth  the/militia,  or  it  would  have  said,  to 
protect  against  or  repel  invasion.  And  es- 
pecially in  the  clause  which  enjoins  on  the 
U.  States  the  duty  of  protecting  each  state 
against  invasion,  the  constitution  would 
have  declared,  and  that  for  this  purpose, 
the  U.  States  shall  call  forth  the  militia. 
No  such  words,  no  such  grants  are  made 
in  this  instrument.  If  therefore,  the  au- 
thority of  the  U.  States  to  call  forth  the 
militia,  to  protect  the  ports  apd  harbours 
of  a state,  be  granted,  it  must  be  by  the 
terms  to  repel  invasion.  Common  defence 
includes  all  the  means  by  which  a nation 
may  be  guarded,  protected,  defended,  and 
secured,  against  danger,  both  in  w ar  and 
in  peace. 

To  repel  invasion , is  only  one  particular 
and  specific  act  of  providing  for  the  com- 
mon defence,  It  is  contrary  to  common 
sense,  as  well  as  to  all  rules  of  logic,  to 
say  that  a specific  power  or  duty  includes 
the  general  power  or  duty,  of  which  it  is  a 
part;  it  is  to  say,  that  q,  part  contains  the 
whole . 

To  repel  invasion , is  to  drive  back  and 
resist  that  which  has  already  happened."* 
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To  protect  against  invasion  is  to  prevent 
its  happening,  to  secure  against  its  exis- 
tence. The  one  act  is  against  an  event 
that  has  occured— the  other  is  to  ensure 
and  guard  against  the  occurrence  of  such 
an  event. 

To  protect  against  invasion,  is  to  erect 
fortresses,  to  have  them  well  manned,  and 
supplied  with  all  requisite  stores,  to  pro- 
vide and  equip  ships  of  war,  to  have  an  ar- 
my and  navy  well  organized  and  disciplin- 
ed, in  peace  and  in  war.  To  repel  inva- 
sion is  one  specific  act  of  war,  against  ano- 
ther act  of  the  like  character. 

To  repel  invasion  is  one  part  of  the  du- 
ty of  providing  for  common  defence,  and 
for  this  part  a particular  force  is  granted., 
To  say  that  a grant  of  this  force  for  this  | 
special  purpose,  includes  a grant  of  the 
same  force  for  the  purposes  of  protection 
and  defence,  is  to  say,  that  a grant  for  one 
purpose,  is  a grant  for  another,  and  for  ev* 
ery  purpose,  and  that  the  grant  of  a limit- 
ed, is  the  grant  of  a general  authority. — 
This  would  be  both  illegal  and  irrational. 
And  if  under  the  limitations,  which  were 
intended  to  control  the  powers  granted  to 
the  government  of  the  U States,  and  espe- 
cially under  the  express  limitation,  viz. 
“that  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United 
States,  by  the  constitution,  nor  prohibited 
by  it  to  the  states,  are  reserved  to  the 
states,  or  to  the  people,”  such  construction 
may  be  adopted,  there  remains  no  security 
for  any  right  reserved  to  the  states,  or  to 
the  people. 

However  conclusive  this  reasoning  may 
be,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed,  that  after  the 
strides  of  power,  in  which  the  spirit  of  par- 
ty has  indulged,  it  will  have  any  effect  on 
those  who  direct  the  affairs  of  this  country. 

I will,  sir,  however,  refer  to  opinions  and 
authorities  in  confirmation  of  what  has 
been  advanced,  that  to  many  gentlemen  did 
not  formerly  admit  either  of  exception  or 
appeal. 

These  are  to  be  found  in  the  resolutions 
and  arguments  of  the  legislature  of  Virgin- 
ia, and  of  Mr.  Madison,  one  of  that  legis- 
lature, in  the  years  1798  and  1800.  1 re- 

fer the  senate  to  the  third  resolution  pass- 
ed by  that  body,  and  framed  by  the  pen  of 
the  President,  in  the  words  following; 

“3d.  Resolved , That  this  assembly  doth 
explicitly  and  peremptorily  declare,  that 
it  views  the  powers  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, as  resulting  from  the  compact  to 
which  the  states  are  parties,  limited  by 
the  plain  sense  and  intention  of  the  instru- 
ment constituting  that  compact,  as  no  fur- 
ther valid  than  they  are  authorized  by  the 
grant  enumerated  in  that  contract ; and  that 


in  case  of  a deliberate,  palpable  and  dan- 
gerous exercise  of  other  powers,  not  grant- 
ed by  the  said  compact,  the  states  who  are 
parties  thereto,  have  a right  and  are  in  du- 
ty bound  to  interpose , for  arresting  the 
progress  of  the  evil,  and  for  maintaining 
within  their  respective  limits,  the  authori- 
ties, rights  and  liberties  appertaining  to 
them.” 

“It  is  said,  that  congress  are  by  the  con- 
stitution, to  protect  each  state  against  in- 
vasion, and  that  the  means  ol*  preventing 
are  included  iu  the  power  of  protection 
against  it.” 

“The  power  of  war  in  general  having 
been  before  granted  by  the  constitution, 
this  clause  roust  either  be  a mere  specifica- 
tion, for  greater  caution  and  certainly,  of 
which  there  are  other  examples  in  the  con- 
stitution,or  by  the  injunction  of  a duty  su- 
peradded  to  a grant  of  power.  Under 
either  explanation,  it  cannot  enlarge  the 
powers  of  congress  on  the  subject.  The 
power  and  the  duty  to  protect  each  state 
against  an  invading  enemy,  would  be  the 
same,  under  the  general  powers,  if  this  re- 
gard to  greater  caution  had  been  omitted!” 

“Invasion  is  an  operation  of  war.  To 
protect  against  invasion  is  an  exercise  of 
the  power  of  war.  A power,  therefore, 
not  incident  to  war,  cannot  be  incident  to  a 
particular  modification  of  war.  And  as 
the  removal  of  alien  friends  has  appeared 
to  be  no  incident  to  a general  state  of  war, 
it  cannot  be  incident  to  a partial  state,  or 
to  a particular  modification  of  war.” 

“.Yor,  can  it  ever  be  granted,  that  a pow- 
er to  act  on  a case , when  it  actually  occurs , 
includes  a power  over  all  the  means  that  may 
tend  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  the  case. 
Such  a latitude  of  construction  would  ren- 
der unavailing  every  practicable  definition 
of  limited  powers.”  See  proceedings  in 
the  house  of  delegates  of  Virginia,  the  7th 
January,  1800,  on  the  resolutions  of  the 
general  assembly  of  December  21,  1798. 

If  the  observations  which  I have  made, 
are  founded  in  truth,  and  justified  by  the 
constitution,  the  following  positions  are 
established,  viz. 

That  the  United  States  have  no  right  to 
call  on  the  several  slates,  for  the  militia, 
to  perform  any  act  of  war,  but  to  repel  in- 
vasion. 

That  to  defend  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  the  pur- 
pose for  which  the  militia  was  required  in 
1812,  is  not  within  the  power  delegated  by 
the  constitution,  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  to  repel  invasion. 

In  the  case  alluded  to  in  1812,  it  was 
not  declared  by  the  President,  nor  even 
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pretended  by  his  officers,  that  any  invasion 
was  made.  In  fact,  no  invasion  was  at- 
tempted, until  two  years  after  this  time  — 
If  the  Uuited  States  had  no  authority  to 
make  the  requisition,  the  governor  would 
have  betrayed  his  duty  to  the  state,  in  com- 
plying with  the  demand. 

That  the  United  States  had  no  such  au- 
thority, 1 think  evident  from  the  examina- 
tion that  has  been  made  of  the  pow  ers  del- 
egated by  the  constitution.  And  the  state 
of  Massachusetts,  instead  of  being  a just 
object  of  censure,  by  the  U.  States,  has  a 
well  founded  complaint  against  this  gov- 
ernment, for  an  attempt  to  usurp  her  rights 
and  invade  her  prerogatives. 

A question  has  sometimes  been  suggest- 
ed, whether  tlie  governor  of  a state  has  a 
right  to  judge  if  the  requisition  be  within 
the  provisions  of  the  constitution.  A little 
reflection  oil  the  nature  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  a ptate,  and  of 
the  relation  in  which  the  supreme  execu- 
tive of  the  latter  stands  to  the  U.  Sates, 
and  to  the  citizens  of  his  particular  state, 
will  show  that  he  is  obliged  to  examine,  if 
the  case  for  which  the  requisition  is  made, 
be  within  the  provisions  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  if  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  de- 
clared are  manifestly  not  within  the  pow- 
ers delegated  by  that  instrument,  to  with- 
hold a compliance. 

The  government  of  the  United  States 
can  exercise  no  powers  not  granted  by  the 
constitution,  and  so  far  as  this  government 
can  support  such  as  its  claims  on  this  char- 
ter, it  is  sovereign,  and  has  no  other  con- 
trol than  its  own  discretion. 

The  government  of  the  several  states  is 
equally  sovereign,  with  respect  to  every 
power  of  an  independent  state,  which  it  has 
not  delegated  by  the  same  instrument  to 
the  U.  States,  or  which  is  not  thereby  pro- 
hibited to  the  several  states.  It  is,  also,  a 
sacred  duty  of  the  government  of  the  sever- 
al states,  to  preserve  unimpaired  every 
right  and  authority  retained  by  the  state, 
either  in  its  corporate  capacity,  or  for  its 
individual  citizens.  Whether  the  militia, 
the  peculiar  foree  of  the  several  states,  aud 
that  which  is  to  protect  and  defend  every 
right  and  power  they  possess,  is  called 
forth  by  the  United  Stales  according  to  the 
provisions  which  they  made,  in  delegating 
to  this  government  its  powers,  must  of  ne- 
cessity be  a question  between  two  sovereign 
and  independent  governments,  and  on 
which  there  is  no  tribunal  authorized  to 
judge  between  them.  And  if  the  govern- 
ors, who  are  commanders  in  chief  of  the 
militia  of  the  several  states,  should  sur- 
render this  force  to  the  United  States  in  a 


case  not  authorized  by  the  constitution — 
they^wquld  betray  the  trust  confided  to 
them  by  the  citizens  of  their  states.  They 
must,  therefore,  examine  the  case  when 
called  upon,  and  decide  according  to  their 
duty,  as  prescribed  by  the  constitution  of 
the  U.  States,  and  that  of  their  particular 
slate,  shall  demand. 

General  Cushing,  while  superintendant 
of  the  military  district,  in  which  Massa- 
chusetts is  situated,  informed  Governor 
Strong  that  be  expected  an  order  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  request 
a detachment  of  militia  for  the  defence  of 
the  sea  coast,  and  particularly  of  Boston. 
That  he  had  not  more  troops  than  sufficient 
to  man  one  of  the  forts,  and  proposed  that 
one  should  be  occupied  by  the  militia,  aud 
that  while  out  they  should  be  subject  to  the 
command  of  no  officer  of  the  Uuited  States, 
except  the  superintendant  of  the  district. 
The  governor  acceeded  to  the  proposal. 

General  Dearborn  shortly  after  super- 
seded Gen.  Cushing,  and  on  the  8th  July, 
by  order  of  the  president,  and  in  confirma- 
tion of  the  expectation  of  brigadier  general 
Cushing,  requested  a detachment  of  eleven 
hundred  militia  to  occupy  the  forts  and 
harbor  of  Boston. 

Governor  Strong,  although  under  no 
constitutional  obligation  to  call  forth  the 
militia  for  the  purposes  required,  yet  see- 
ing the  forlorn  condition  of  the  country, 
the  vast  property  of  the  Uuited  States  in 
the  navy  yard,  a ship  of  the  line  nearly 
completed,  and  a frigate,  all  abandoned  by 
the  government  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy, 
at  the  same  time  that  these  offered  to  him 
great  temptations  to  attack  and  destroy 
the  capital  of  the  state  and  its  environs, 
and  feeling  authorized  by  the  resolution  of 
the  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  detached 
the  militia,  in  confidence  that  the  agree- 
ment made  with  general  Cushing  would  be 
fulfilled. 

At  the  end  of  their  term  of  service,  these 
men  \vere  offered  an  uncurrent  and  depre- 
ciated paper,  as  their  only  compensation. 

In  the  beginning  of  September,  General 
Dearborn  notified  the  governor  that  the  en- 
my  had  taken  possession  of  a considerable 
part  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  and  re- 
quested a detachment  of  the  militia  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  and  defending  such 
parts  of  that  state  and  of  New-Hampshire, 
as  w ere  not  in  the  occupation  of  the  enemy. 

Such  complaints  and  objections  had 
arisen  in  executing  the  order  of  July,  that 
the  governor  although  he  issued  an  order 
for  troops,  found  himself  obliged  to  place 
the  detachment  under  the  command  of  a 
major  general  of  the  militia. 
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The  governor  immediately  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  state,  requesting 
to  know  from  the  President,  if  the  expenses 
thus  necessarily  incurred  for  the  protection 
of  the  state,  would  be  ultimately  reimburs- 
ed to  that  state  by  tiie  United  States. 

The  answer  was,  that  if  the  force  thus 
p\it  into  service  by  the  governor,  had  been 
required  by  general  Dearborn,  or  received 
by  him,  and  put  under  his  command,  the 
expenses  attending  it  would  he  defrayed 
by  the  united  States.  If  otherwise,  in 
either  of  these  particulars,  the  United  States 
were  not  chargeable  with  the  expense. 

Here  is  a distinct  and  plaiu  case,  in 
which  the  United  States  had  neglected  that 
rotection  which  they  were  expressly 
ound  to  aftbrd  to  the  state,  and  thereby 
occasioned  the  loss  of  a fifth  part  of  its 
territory,*  and  then  called  upou  the  state 
itself,  to  protect  the  remaining  territory. 
The  state  obeyed  the  call,  and  reserved 
only  that  right  which  the  constitution,  in 
express  terms  reserved,  viz.  the  appoint- 
ment of  officers  to  command  the  militia 
required— and  the  united  States  say  this 
expense  must  be  born  by  the  state,  and 
that  they  will  not  reimburse  the  amount, 
because  the  militia  is  not  placed  under  the 
command  of  an  Bfficer  of  the  United 
States  f 

For  this  act  of  injustice,  for  this  neglect 
of  duty  in  the  United  States  towards  the 
state  of  Massachusetts,  for  this  abandon-  j 
ment  of  its  territory  to  be  the  violence  of 
the  enemy,  I have  never  heard  the  smallest 
apology.  “ 

I forbear  to  mention  the  rights  of  the 
state,  the  necessity  to  which  this  wanton 
abandonment  by  those  who  ought  to  pro- 
tect them,  may  reduce  the  inhabitants  — 
The  laws  of  self-preservation  and  of  na- 
ture, confirmed  by  that  of  nations,  aftbrd 
the  rule  for  any  member  of  a confederacy 
thus  deserted  and  forsaken. 

I most  earnestly  hope,  that  although ! 


* There  were,  at  the  attack  and  capture  of  Cas- 
tine,  twenty-eight  men  and  a lieutenant  in  the  fort. 
This  was  all  the  protection  for  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant harbours  and  rivers  in  the  United  States, 
and  affording  the  best  situation  for  a naval  depot 
for  great  Britain. 

f In  the  military  district  No.  1,  which  includes 
New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts,  there  were  less 
than  1,300  men.  The:. ' were  scattered  over  an  ex- 
tensive tract  of  country.  In'  the  forts  in  Boston 
harbour,  there  were  not  260  men,  and  in  the  other 
forts  in  this  state,  a very  small  corps,  inadequate  to 
any  defence. 

There  was,  however,  a major  general,  a.  briga- 
dier general  .and  several  colonels.  In  no  one  place 
were  there  men  enough  to  constitute  a colonel’s 
command. 


cruelly  deserted  by  the  government,  which 
contrary  to  their  entreaties,  brought  them 
into  this  perilous  condition,  the  citizens  of 
the  country  may  be  able  to  defend  them- 
selves. They  will  do  all  that  men  can  do 
under  their  circumstances.  But  1 am  confi- 
dent, that  if  this  tax  be  collected  there  and 
paid  into  tlte  treasury  of  the  Uuited  States, 
for  the  exclusive  support  and  defence  of 
others,  they  will  be  destitute  of  the  meaus 
of  making  any  adequate  resistance  I can- 
not, therefore,  vote  lor  this  bill. 

The  present  year  the  commonwealth  has 
expended  more  than  seven  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  in  her  own  defence.  She  is 
now  called  on  by  this  bill  for  six  hundred 
thirty  two  thousaud  five  hundred  ninety 
two  dollars  to  defend  other  parts  of  the 
territory  of  the  United  Stales,  and  her  cit- 
izens more  exposed  than  any  other,  a&e  left 
to  provide  for  their  own  defence. 

They  who  calculate  on  the  ability  of 
Massachusetts  to  pay,  from  the  exactness 
and  punctuality  she  heretofore  observed  in 
the  discharge  of  taxes,  will  recollect  that 
her  faculty  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
treasury,  even  in  times  the  most  prospe- 
rous, arose  principally  from  the  daring  en- 
terpize,  imrivalled  industry  and  rigid 
economy  of  the  inhabitants,  that  her  re- 
sources are  now  annihilated,  and  she  is 
borne  down  by  obloquy,  insult  and  oppres- 
sion. 

They  who  have  observed  the  patience 
wherewith  she  has  submitted  to  see  the 
public  treasure  squandered,  to  purchase 
sianders  against  her  citizens,  and  notwith- 
standing a complete  failure  by  the  full  con- 
fession of  the  hireling,  that  these  eitizens 
were  so  far  beyond  all  temptation,  as  not  e- 
veuto  be  approached  for  dishonourable  pur- 
psoes,  has  been  subjected  to  the  most  degrad- 
ing insinuations,  from  the  first  authority. 
Who  has  witnessed  all  the  resources  of  her 
wealth,  all  the  means  of  her  industry,  the 
! object  of  unabating  persecution  from  the 
government,  and  her  possessions  coldly 
and  expressly  abandoned,  by  the  same  au- 
thority, to  the  depredations  and  seizure  of 
the  enemy,  may  conceive  that  taxes,  like 
these,  will  still  be  paid  for  the  exclusive 
protection  of  others,  but  if  gentlemen  will 
only  condescend  to  view  the  people  of  this 
country  as  their  brethren,  as  freemen,  as 
men,  they  must  come  to  the  conclusion, 
that  had  they  means,  they  could  not  possi- 
bly have  the  w ill. 

Mr.  Jefferson’s  Library. 

Jl  sketch  of  the  part  taken  by  Mr.  King,  of 

Massachusetts , in  the  House  of  Rep  re- 
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sentatives  of  the  United  States , Jan.  26, 
±815 9 in  the  debate  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill  for  the  purchase  of  the  Library  of 
Thomas  Jefferson,  for  the  use  of  Con- 
gress. 

Besides  opposing  the  bill  on  the  general 
ground  of  the  inexpediency  of  appropria- 
ting so  large  a sum  as  twenty-three 
thousand  dollars,  for  this  object,  at  a time 
of  such  national  embarrassment,  and  when 
we  had  no  place  of  safety  for  a library 
when  purchased,  Mr.  King  observed,  that 
it  appeared  from  the  catalogue,  there  were 
many  books  unnecessary,  improper  and 
useless  for  congress,  and  that  on  the  con- 
trary. this  library  was  destitute  of  others, 
indispensable  in  the  ordinary  transactions 
of  our  business;  with  a view  to  remedy 
these  inconveniences,  he  moved  that  the 
bill  be  committed  to  a select  committee, 
with  instructions  to  report  a new  section,  as 
follows: 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted , 1 hat 
as  soon  as  said  library  shall  be  received  at 
Washington,  the  joint  library  committe  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  direct- 
ed to  select  therefrom,  all  books  not  useful 
and  necessary  for  congress,  and  to  cause 
the  same  to  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  there- 
of invested  in  other  books  for  the  use  of 
congress. 

This  motion  being  negatived,  Mr.  King 
observed,  that  it  appeared  from  the  same 
calalouge,  and  from  the  information  of  in- 
telligent gentlemen,  who  had  seen  this  li- 
brary, and  it  might  be  inferred  from  the 
character  of  the  man  who  selected  it,  and 
from  the  country  (France)  where  he  says  he 
made  the  principal  collection,  and  from 
the  time  w hen  he  made  it,  that  there  were 
in  this  library  many  books  of  an  irreligious 
and  immoraftendency,  embracing  many  of 
the  works  of  the  French  infidel  philos- 
phers,  who  had  caused  and  inflamed  the 
volcano  of  the  French  revolution,  which 
in  its  progress,  had  desolated  the  fairest 
portions  of  Europe,  and  had  extended  its 
fatal — its  destructive  effects,  to  our  once 
happy  country;  to  prevent  a general  dis- 
semination of  this  infidel  philosophy,  and 
of  the  principles  of  a man,  who  had  inflict- 
ed greater  and  deeper  injuries  upon  our 
country,  than  any  other  person,  except  Mr. 
Madison,  ever  did  upon  any  country.  Mr. 
King  again  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a 
select  committee,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port the  following,  as 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
as  soon  as  said  library  shall  be  received  at 
Washington,  the  joint  library  committee  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  direct- 
ed to  select  therefrom,  all  books,  if  any 


there  be,  of  an  atheistical,  irreligious,  and 
immoral  tendency,  and  to  send  the  same 
back  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  without  expense  to 
him. 

This  amendment  was  first  attacked  by 
an  honourable  gentleman  from  Pensylvania 
(Dr.  Seybert)  who  thanked  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  for  the 'confidence  in- 
tended by  the  motion  to  be  reposed  in  him- 
self and  other  gentlemen  in  the  joint  libra- 
ry committee,  but  as  he  neither  felt  able 
nor  willing  to  undertake  the  selection,  he 
would  propose  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  should  be  made  sole  inqui- 
sitor upon  the  occasion. 

Mr.  King  immediately  intimated  to  him, 
that  he  would  with  great  pleasure  under- 
take the  business,  especially  as  it  might  be 
a violation  of  the  gentleman’s  feelings  and 
principles  to  do  it . 

The  motion  was  next  attacked  by  an 
honourable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Hurlbert)  who,  after  advocating  the 
bill  on  general  principles,  with  his  usual 
ability  and  perspecuity,  observed,  as  it  re- 
spects this  motion,  aud  the  reasons  as- 
signed by  the  mover  in  favour  of  it,  that 
these  reasons  were  inconsistent  with  the 
motion,  as  the  section  provided  for  the 
preservation  of  those  books,  alleged  to  be 
irreligious,  by  sending  them  back  to  Mr. 
Jefferson,  whereas  the  motive  of  his  col- 
league was  to  prevent  the  contagion  which 
might  spread  from  them;  that  if  he  was 
sincerely  desirous  of  preventing  this  evil, 
he  ought  to  amend  the  section  by  introdu- 
cing a provision  for  the  burning  of  such 
books.  Mr.  King  informed  the  honourable 
speaker,  that  he  would  accept  with  plea- 
sure of  the  modification  proposed  by  his 
colleague:  that  indeed  he  had  at  first  drawn 
his  amendment  with  a provision  that  these 
books  should  be  burnt  by  the  library  com- 
mittee, but  that  it  afterwards  appeared  to 
him,  to  comport  better  with  the  dignity  of 
the  house,  to  send  them  back,  especially 
as  said  committee  might  be  unwilling  to 
perform  a task  usually  allotted  to  the  com- 
mon hangman.  That  as  the  motion  now 
stood,  the  fears  of  his  colleague  as  to  the 
ill  effects  of  these  books  upon  the  pure 
minds  of  Mr.  Jefferspn  and  his  friends, 
were  certainly  grouddles^as,  they  were 
happily  secured  thei;efrp^^vtfleir  own  de- 
pravity. 

An  honorable  genttemsnTrom  Maryland 
(Mr.  Wright)  next  took  the  floor  in  oppo- 
sition to  Mr.  King’s  amendment,  and  in  de- 
fence of  deistical  works,  observing  that 
Mr.  K.  had  severely  censured  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, as  being  the  greatest  enemy  of  the 
country,  although  he  had  been  selected  by 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER-SUPPLEMENT  TO  VOL.  VII.  Q5 


Washington,  as  one  of  his  principal  offi- 
cers. Mr.  K.  remarked  that  it  was  \ffery 
true  that  Jefterson  had  been  put  into  of- 
fice by  President  Washington,  but  that  it 
was  equally  true  that  he  made  use  of  ali 
the  influence  which  that  office  gave  him- 
to  supplant  his  benefactor,  in  w hich  he  but 
too  w ell  succeeded,  by  the  aid  of  Mr.  Mad- 
ison and  his  other  democratic  coadjutors, 
as  the  distress  and  ruin  of  our  country  now 
demonstrate.  Mr  VV.  further  asked  if 
the  gentleman  wished  to  introduce  the  in- 
quisition; but  Mr.  K.  thought  there  would 
be  no  occasion  for  this,  as  Long  as  the  pver 
sent  majority  ruled . Mr.  W.  remarked 
that  some  of  the  ancient  authors  had  been 
objected  to — that  without  these,  many  of 
the  most  useful  inventions  would  have 
been  unknown  to  us — and  among  these, the 
screw  of  Arehimides,  the  utility  of  which 
had  been  so  clearly  demonstrated  in  the 
application  made  by  Mr.  Evans,  and  he 
wished  it  more  generally  applied;  but, 
Mr.  K.  thought  it  necessary  to  introduce 
it  into  the  house,  where  Mr.  W.  found  no 
difficulty,  on  party  questions,  of  screwing 
his  friends  up  to  any  point  where  he  w ish- 
ed  them  to  stick. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vt.  observed,  that  it  was 
formerly  the  practice  in  Massachusetts  to 
hang  witches — and  asked  if  Mr.  K.  intendr 
ed  to  introduce  the  practice  again — Mr.K. 
replied,  that  the  gentleman  himself  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  but  whether  or 
not  he  had  run  off  for  fear  of  being  hung 
for  a wizard,  he  would  not  undertake  to 
say — but  he  thought  there  was  no  danger 
of  it.  Mr.  K.  then  remarked,  that  as  his 
amendment  appeared  to  be  displeasing  to 
one  of  his  friends,  for  whom  he  cherished 
the  highest  esteem  and  respect.  (Mr.  Hurl- 
bert)  and  was  likely  to  take  up  more  of 
the  time  of  the  house  than  he  w ished,  and 
by  particular  desire  of  another  esteemed 
friend  of  his  (Mr.  Hanson)  he  would  with- 
draw it. 

The  amendment  was  accordingly  with- 
drawn, and  the  bill  passed,  putting  into 
the  pocket  of  Thomas  Jefterson  23.900  dol- 
lars, for  about  six  thousaud  volumes  of 
books,  good,  bad  and  indifferent,  o.d  and 
new,  useful  and  worthless,  in  all  tongues 
and  languages,  about  one  quarter  French, 
and  another  quarter  in  languages,  dead 
and  living,  other  than  English;  many 
which  cannot  be  read  by  a single  member 
in  either  house  of  congress,  and  more 
which  never  will  nor  ever  ought  to  be  read 
by  a member — while  the  library  is  desti- 
tute of  other  books,  absolutely  necessary, 
in  doing  the  public  business.  This  is  true 
Jetfersonian,  Madisonian.  democratic  econ- 
i 


ofhy,  which  has  bankrupt  the  treasury, 
beggared  the  people,  and  disgraced  the  na- 
tion. 

Substance  of  Mr.  Ins;ersolPs  Speech 

on  the  Militia  Bill, 

Delivered  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  Dec.  9,  1814.  i 

Mr.  Chairman — il  seems  to  be  the  de- 
termination of  gentlemen  to  debate  ail  the 
military,  and  all  the  national  subjects  too, 
on  the  present  motion.  I had  hoped  that 
this  discussion  would  have  been  reserved 
for  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  I 
laid  on  the  table  the  day  before  yesterday, 
and  which  it  was  ray  intention  to  have  call- 
ed up  the  moment  the  present  business  is 
disposed  of.  1 never  much  liked  this  bill. 
It  embraces  the  same  principles  without 
the  powerful  effects  of  the  other  plan, 
with  a greater  complication  of  machinery. 
It  was  originally  but  a weak,  diluted  mea- 
sure, in  my  opinion;  and  a bad  substitute 
for  the  direct  classification  and  draft  into 
the  regular  armies,  which  I hold  to  be  the 
best,  and  indeed  the  only  efficient  system. 

I had  resolved  however,  to  vote  for  the 
bill,  because  I do  not  perceive  that  it  may 
not  serve  as  an  accessary  to  the  classifica- 
tion: and  even  eviscerated  as  it  has  been 
by  the  success  of  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  Mr  Eppes,  to  re- 
duce the  term  of  service  from  two  years 
to  one,  I do  not  yet  say  that  I will  with- 
hold from  it  my  support.  Something  must 
he  doue. 

To  be  insensible  of  the  extreme  impor- 
tance of  time  at  this  crisis,  is  to  be  insensi- 
ble to  the  crisis  itself.  This  is  the  moment 
for  action,  not  declamation;  and  gentle* 
men  on  both  sides  may  rest  assured  that 
their  controversies  are  like  a sea  fight; 
surrounded  by  a mass  of  destructive  ele- 
ment. infinitely  more  to  be  apprehended 
than  their  own  ability  to  injure  each  oth- 
er— an  element  of  destruction,  which,  if 
negleeted  or  provoked,  will  swallow  up 
both  the  contending  parties  together,  w hile 
they  are  vainly  striving  which  shall  over- 
throw the  other.  To  change  the  illustra- 
tion— we  are  in  conflict,  sir,  as  it  w ere,  in 
a vast  plaee  of  interment,  where  eternity 
yawns  upon  us  from  ten  thousand  mouths, 
and  w here,  which  ever  party  brings  his  an 
tagonist  to  the  earth,  can  achieve  no  more 
enviable  victory  than  that  of  being  buried 
altogether  in  the  same  unhouored  grave.-— 
Gentlemen  seem  to  think,  sir,  that  their 
constituents  sent  them  here  with  no  other 
purpose  than  to  pull  down  one  administra- 
tion and  supplant  it  with  another.  They 
tell  us  with  one  breath  that  the  present 
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administration  was  forced  into  this  war, 
and  with  the  next  breath  they  make  ad- 
ministration answerable  for  all  its  for- 
tunes. They  denounce  that  administra- 
tion as  the  most  imbecile,  indigent  and  des- 
picable in  the  world;  and  yet,  with  all  the 
wealth  and  all  the  talents,  they  have  in 
vain  withheld  their  wealth,  in  vain  exer- 
cised their  talents,  to  thrust  this  miserable 
obstacle  from  their  course.  They  possess 
exclusively  ail  the  physical  resources  and 
all  the  patriotic  attachments  of  the  soil  of 
the  country — the  bone,  marrow,  sinews  and 
vitals  of  the  state;  and  they  come  here  to 
reproach  administration  for  not  having 
prevented  or  defeated  a sudden  inroad  up- 
on the  capital,  while  a portion  of  their  own 
territory  has  been  for  six  months  in  the  un- 
disputed occupation  of  the  enemy — subdu- 
ed without  resistance,  and  held  without  an 
effort  to  regain  it.  We  can  all  recollect, 
Mr.  Chairman,  how  the  gentleman  from 
New-IIampshire,  Mr.  Webster,  in  particu- 
lar, demonstrated  to  us  about  this  time  last 
year,  that  our  war  was  unpopular  and  un- 
just; how7  he  entertained  us  with  distinc- 
tions between  war  offensive  and  war  defen- 
sive, between  the  mercenary  spirit  of  extra 
territorial  conquest  and  aggrandizement  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  generous  ardor  of 
repelling  invasion  on  the  other;  how  he 
proved  our  inability  to  conquer  Canada, 
without  the  cordial  co-operation  of  New- 
England:  and  how  speedily  Canada  would 
be  overrun  and  subdued,  if  his  immediate 
fellow-citizens  could  be  enlisted  into  the 
cause,  instead  of  the  armies — and  yet  now 
that  the  war  has  become  offensive  to  them 

now  that  it  has  pushed  itself  into  their 

plantations — now  that  the  conqueror  rings 
the  knell  of  a curfew  every  evening  over 
their  ow  n fire-sides — not  a note  of  prepara- 
tion or  resistance  do  we  hear  from  their 
mountains  or  their  sea-hoard — nor  any 
other  note  than  that  of  rejoicing  in  the  hap- 
py exchange  they  have  made  of  war  with- 
out trade  for  trade  without  war.  Nay,  sir, 
they  are  more  robust  than  ever  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  war,  flow  that  nothing  is  left  in 
dispute  but  a canton  of  their  own  soil;  and 
they  venture  to.  threaten  us  with  disunion 
for  presuming  to  enact  a militia  law,  when 
the  enemy  offers  us  peace  we  can  accede 
to  at  any  moment,  and  leave  that  section 
which  shakes^  the  rod  of  dismemberment 
over  our  heads,  to  fight  out  the  battle  w ith 
dKreat  Britain. 

Sir,  I do  not  belong  to  that  slave-holding  portion 
of  these  states  to  which  such  frequent  and  suchan- 
gry  allusions  are  made  from  another  quarter,  and 
fox7  particular  reasons  I look  with  a degree  of  rev- 
erence and  strong  regard  toward  the  east.  1 listen 
too  with  pleasure  generally  to  whatever  falls  from 


the  gentleman  fi7om  New-Hampshire  (Mr.  Web- 
ster) because,  however  I may  disapprove  the  doc- 
trine, it  is  for  the  ipost  part  supported  by  argu- 
ment, as  to-day  it  was  by  eloquence.  Hut  it  was,, 
if  I may  so  express  it,  with  a very  painful  pleasure 
that  I attended  to  his  pathetic  threats  this  morn- 
ing. A dissolution  of  this  confederacy  is  a nation- 
al misfortune  upon  which  I never  think  without 
great  pain.  The  political  school  in  which  I have 
made  my  inconsiderable  acquisitions,  abhors  and 
deprecates  so  despei-ate  a resort.  I know  of  but 
one  evil  moi*e  to  be  dreaded.  But  there  is  one,  and 
of  that  one  I inform  the  gentleman  from  N.  Hamp- 
shire. It  is  the  deterring  those  states  w ho  hold  a* 
legitimate  ascendancy  in  the  government  from  any 
measure  whatever,  by  the  tlueat  of  a dismember- 
ment as  the  consequence  of  it.  Whenever  this  is 
'the  case  the  union  is  virtually  dissolved.  The  sub- 
stance is  gone,  and  nothing  remains  but  the  shad- 
ow— a cold  and  melancholy  shade  of  authority — 
without  warmth,  without  life — contemptible  to  our 
enemies,  and  formidable  only  to  ourselves.  Minor- 
ities have  their  rights,  and  I should  be  one  of  the 
last  to  infringe  upon  them.  But  majorities  have 
their  duties  too,  and  duties  to  be  performed  at  eve- 
ry hazard.  Sir,  we  have  been  but  too  long  threat- 
ened with  dissolution,,  but  too  often  deterred  from 
proper  and  constitutional  purposes  by  such  appre- 
hensions. The  same  ground  was  taken  in  the 
same  quarter  against  the  embargo  laws.  The  same 
threats.  But  there  was  no  resistance  to  those  very 
severe  and  unpalatable  acts;  and  I trust  there  will 
be  none  to  this  militia  bill.  I do  not  believe  that 
there  will.  But  vrhether  there  will  or  not  shall 
have  no  influence  upon  me.  If  I consider  the  thing 
just,  I shall  vote  for  it  and  maintain  it,  leaving  re  * 
suits  to  themseh  esi  Is  there  nothing,  s.r,  from  the 
Potomac  to  the  Penobscot,  but  one  vast  sea  of  ad- 
ministration.'* Is  there  no  country  left  to  embark  up- 
on? Have  we  no  wrongs  to  avenge?  No  rights  to 
assert?  No  enemy  to  contend  w7ith?  No  home  to 
feel  for?  Or  do  gentlemen  consider  their  country,, 
(to  adopt  a figure  of  Mr.  Burke’s)  a carte  blanche, 
on  winch  they  may  scribble  what  they  please?  For. 
my  part,  Frise  to-day,  Mr!  Chairman,  the  advocate 
of  no  administration.  I have  taken  the  floor  to  as- 
sert the  cause  of  my  country  against  its  foreign  en- 
emy; and  I think  the  conjuncture  has  well  nigh  ar- 
rived when  both  administration  and  opposition  may- 
give  way  to  nobler  views  than  those  of  reviling  and 
destroying  each  other.  It  is  a fact  at  once  mortify- 
ing and  alarming,  that  England  is  waging  hostili  - 
ties, not  against  your  union  and  resources,  but 
agamstyour  divisions,  and  prejudices.  Reserving 
all  my  animosity  for  her,  and  anxious  to  defend  our 
common  cause,  permit  me  cursorily  to  enquire 
whether  it  is  really  so  low  and  so  wretched  as  seems 
to  be  imagined.  I am  not  disposed,  I think  it 
would  be  out  of  date  at  this  time  of  day,  to  enquire 
into  the  wisdom  of  the  declaration  of  war,  which  is 
besieged  with  such  pertinacious  and  preposterous 
denunciation,  by  almost  every-  member  of  this, 
'house,  who  rises  to  oppose  any  measure  now  neces- 
sary for  sustaining  the  contest  in  which  we  are  in- 
volved. But/this  I will  say,  that  I have  no  doubt 
whenever  the  parties  and  passions  of  the  moment 
shall  be  mellowed  and  melted  down  by  the  lapse  of 
years  and  change  of  circumstances,,  that  declara- 
tion vull  be,  recorded  by  the  historian  as  the  wisest 
and  most  fortunate  act  in  the  annals  of  America.  I 
had  not  the  honor  of  voting  for  the  declaration  of 
war— I wish  I had.  With  a full  and  keen  sense  of 
all.  the  dangers  and  difficulties  it  has  brought  upon 
us,  I would  vote  for  it  now,  were  it. again  in  ques- 
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tion.  Yes,  sir,  were  we  now  in  June  1812,  and  had  I 
the  faculty  to  pierce  the  veil  of  futurity  and  discov- 
er all  that  has  happened  since,  I would  not  hesi- 
tate. The  venerable  patriot  whose  mortal  remains 
we  lately  consigned  to  the  earth  [the  vice-president, 
Mr.  Gerry]  with  the  obsequies  that  became  his  ser- 
vices and  his  station,  does  not  bequeath  to  his  pos- 
terity a richer  inheritance  of  public  gratitude  for 
the  vote  he  gave  for  independence,  on  the  4th  of 
July  1776,  than  will  descend  upon  his  children, 
from  any  member  of  the  congress,  who  from  pure 
and  patriotic  considerations  (and  I can  suppose 
none  other)  voted  for  the  war  on  the  18th  of  June, 
1812. 

It  is  true  that  we  have  experienced  since  then  a 
great  variety  of  fortunes,  and  that  we  are  now  ar- 
rived at  a conjuncture  big  with  portentous  events. 
But  to  appreciate  our  situation  properly,  we  should 
enquire  not  what  it  is  or  may  be,  but  what,  it  would 
and  must  have  been,  if  war  had  not  been  resorted 
to.'  What  then  would  have  been  our  condition? 
We  might  indeed  have  slumbered  on  through  1812 
and  1813,  in  the  protracted  torpor  of  an  ignomin- 
ious peace.  We  might  have  st:ll  clung  to  a sorry 
remnant  of  the  rags  ol  trade.  We  might  have  re- 
mained in  morbid  neutrality,  watching  the  phases 
of  the  moon  in  Europe.  We  might  have  witnessed 
those  astonishing  transactions  there,  which,  crowd- 
ing the  business  of  centuries  into  the  space  of 
months,  have  overthrown  the  colossus  of  the  conti- 
nenc,  and  bestrode  his  fallen  carcase  with  that  of 
the  colossus  of  the  seas.  We  might  have  hailed 
the  ascendant  star  of  England 'with  a joy  unmixed 
with  apprehension,  unadulterated  with  hostility. — 
We  might  still  have  amused  ourselves  with  furious 
factions  and  the  war  of  words.  Restrictive  sys- 
tems and  other  such  political  polemics,  would 
have  never  failed  to  separate  us  into  two  unrelent- 
ing parties,  just  as  we  are  marked  off  now.  As  to 
making  preparation  for  hostilities  under  such  cir- 
cumsiances,  it  is  absurd  to  talk  about  it.  And  when 
the  spring  came  for  our  re-annnation  from  this  tor- 
pid, creeping*  odious,  miserable  state,  to  what 
sort  of  vernal  pleasures  should  we  have  risen  up? 
With  all  the  original  causes  of  complaint  existing, 
and  aggravated,  between  you  and  England,  for  not 
one  of  them  would  have  disappeared  but  from  your 
demonstrations  of  resistance,  without  an  officer  or 
a soldier,  a fortification  or  an  equipment,  distract- 
ed at  home,  despised  abroad,  you  would  have  been 
cast  upon  the  tender  mercies  and  the  magnanimity 
of  Great  Britain.  And  what  has  been  your  experi- 
ence of  these  mercies,  of  that  magnanimity?  What 
claims  have  you  beyond  the  Dutch,  the  Irish,  the 
East-Indian  or  the  Portuguese,  to  the  forbearance 
and  the  fondness  of  your  mother  country?  Has  your 
revolution  left  no  sting?  Or  has  your  subsequent 
prosperity  inflicted  no  pang?  Holland,  annexed  to 
England,  in  return  for  the  Dutch  emancipation 
from  the  yoke  of  France,  is  the  volume  in  which 
you  may  read  your  own  fate.  I refer  gentlemen 
to  an  extract  from  the  London  G.lzette,  lately  pub- 
lished in  our  newspapers,  by  which  it  appears  that 
not  a Dutch  vessel  is  to  sail  without  a British  li- 
cense. And  what  right  have  we  to  be  preferred  to 
the  Dutch?  Instead  of  a question  whether  the  Can- 
adas should  be  annexed  to  the  United  States,  there 
would  have  been  no  question  as  to  the  annexation 
of  the  United  States  to  the  Canadas.  If  a lady  is 
to  be  found  in  this  reprobate  region,  worthy  to  be 


a faint  outline  of  the  destiny  of  America,  but  for 
the  attitude,  the  character  and  the  means  of  self- 
preservation,  for  all  of  which  we  are  indebted  to 
this  war. 

It  is  true,  to  be  sure,  that  we  have  been  consign- 
ed, almost  without  a thought,  from  nations  whose 
battles  we  are  fighting,  particularly  that  one  which 
offered  its  mediation,  to  the  bloody  and  ferocious 
visitation  of  those  modern  buccaneers,  who  have 


at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  plunging  the  bayonet 
into  every  bosom  that  refused  to  cover  itself  with 
the  calico — who  have  wrapped  the  four  corners  of 
the  earth  in  flames  for  a monopoly  of  manufactures. 
We  could  not  dress  but  in  their  broad  cloths.  We 
could  not  eat  but  tyith  their  hardwares.  We  could 
not  sleep  but  in  their  blankets.  They  had  reduced 
us  to  Lord  Chatham’s  wish.  Not  a hob-nail  but 
was  English.  They  had  us  effectually  recolonized 
without  bloodshed  or  expense.  But  tins  did  not 
content  them.  They  must  act  the  farcical  tragedy 
which  France  performed  with  Spam.  America  be- 
longed to  England,  in  effect,  as  much  as  Spain  be- 
longed to  France.  But  the  goose  must  be  killed 
that  laid  the  golden  egg.  To  this  we  demurred — 
we  resisted.  After  a series  of  endurance  and  pro.- 
crasti nation,  to  which  I never  can  recur  without 
shame  and  sorrow,  we  finally  resisted.  If  we  had 
begun  the  contest  with  the  cause  of  it,  it  would 
have  ended  long  ago,  and  ended  to  our  honour. 
But  we  deferred  it  till  the  eve  of  a fundamental  revo- 
lution of  things  in  Europe,  which  instead  of  turn- 
ing European  politics  to  our  account,  has  left  us 
England  single  handed  on  our  hands.  We  have 
accordingly  suffered  all  that  the  combination  of 
British  power  and  British  perfidy  could  inflict — no 
inconsiderable  matter,  sir — for  British  power,  for 
the  purposes  of  distant  maritime  aggression,  is 
the  most  formidable  in  the  world;  and  I defy  all 
history,  ancient  as  well  as  modern,  sacred  and  pro- 
fane, for  parallels  with  British  perfidy.  We 
have  endured  invasion,  prosecuted  avowedly  in  de- 
fiance of  the  laws  of  civilized  warfare.  After  sack- 
ing our  capital,  the  enemy,  for  the  first  time,  I be- 
1 eve,  that  Christendom  ever  witnessed,  such  an  act. 
Ills  proclaimed  his  purpose  to  ravage  and  destroy 
beyond  the  precincts  of  humanity.  We  have  had 
warriors  to  contend  with,  whose  first  reinforcement 
was  from  the  savage  of  your  borders — whose  last 
appeal  was  to  the  pirate  "lurking  on  your  shores. — 
All  this  we  have  undergone — the  overcharged  erup- 
tion from  the  volcano  of  British  aggression.  But 
' we  survive.  The  white  heat  of  the  fiery  ordeal  has 
subsided,  arid  we  find  ourselves  breathing  again; 
with  our  union,  our  spirit,  our  resources,  our  terri- 
tory; unsubdued,  except  the  strip  on  the  Penob- 
scot—slowly,  it  must  be  confessed,  but  too  slowly 
making  preparation  lor  another  campaign.  Never 
was  stratagem  more  hollow,  more  perfidious,  more 
cruel,  more  base,  than  the  overture  last  winter  by 
the  Bramble — a stratagem  against  which  this  house 
will  do  me  the  justice  to  recollect  that  I then  ad* 
monished  them.  Never  was  warfare  more  barba- 
rous, more  inhuman,  more  brutal,  more  unmanly, 
than  that  waged  against  us  by  the  English,  pending 
the  negociation  for  peace,  to  which  they  gave  the 
invitation.  It  has  excited  against  them  but  one 
unanimous  spirit  of  hearty  detestation. 

An  honorable  gentleman  of  the  other  house  (Mr. 
King)  for  whose  person  and  character  I shall  always 


united  in  marriage  with  one  of  the  worthies  of  the  cherish  the  most  affectionate  regard,  however  I 
Illustrious  house  of  Brunswick,  we  should  have  | may  differ  from  him  m politics,  who  has  not  been 
been  wedded  to  our  ci-devant  mother,  with  all  the  I distinguished  by  his  dislike  to  England,  has,  with* 
blessings  of  the  incestuous  union,  This,  sir,  is  but ! in  these  few  days,  pronounced  his  eloquent  and 
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sincere  reprobation  of  their  remorseless  and  san- 
guinary hostilities.  Never  were  preliminaries  of 
peAce  laid  down  upon  a broader  basis  of  stupid  ig- 
norance of  infatuated  misconception,  than  those 
proposed  by  the  British  Commissioners  at  Ghent. 
Never  was  inflexibility  so  flexible,  or  supercilious 
superiority  so  soon  relaxed — never  was  a perempto- 
ry sine  qua  non  so  soon  commuted  for  a paltry  uiti 
possidetis.  When  gentlemen  therefore  labor  by  the 
ood  hour  to  prove  to  us  how  disastrous  our  affairs 
ave  been,  I beg  leave  to  commend  them  to  the  en- 
emy for  a contradiction.  I request  them  to  inform 
me  how  it  happens  that  mighty  England  has  so 
soon  descended  from  her  towering  height,  unless 
she  has  found  reasons  in  her  reverses  here,  to  mod- 
erate her  tone  there.  She  knows,  she  feels  her  dis- 
appointment. -She  recognizes  it  in  acts  too  strong 
to  be  argued  out  of  existence  by  all  the  rhetoric 
and  all  the  logic  of  this  house.  While  their  fleets, 
without  a single  occasion  for  their  presence  in  any 
other  quarter,  have  in  vain  attempted  to  maintain 
the  paper  blockade  of  our  coast,  our  privateers  havt 
enforced  an  actual  and  absolute  blockade  of  the 
coasts  of  Great  Britain.  While  British  ships  of 
the  line  have  degraded  the  naval  character  by  every 
species  of  vile  exaction  and  dastardly  mischief  up- 
on these  shores,  the  American  cruiser  has  visited 
the  shores  of  England  with  examples  of  heroism 
and  humanity.  The  privateer  has  taught  the  man 
of  war  the  lesson  of  his  art — how  to  conquer  and 
how  to  be  generous.  There  are  some  vestiges,  it 
must  fie  acknowledged,  of  British  conquest,  but 
they  are  no. where  to  be  seen  without  the  bloody 
print  of  British  vandalism  too.  Even  this  capital 
presents  a diurnal  spectacle  of  mutilated  columns 
and  demolished  monuments.  But  the  blood  of  mar- 
tyrs is  the  seed  of  the  church:  and  every  capital  in 
Europe,  which  has  survived  unhurt  the  occupation 
of  a conqueror,  resounds  with  execration  against 
the  British  barbarians  who  one  day  laid  in  ashes 
the  capitol  of  America,  and  the  next  day  fled  to 
their  ships,  leaving  their  wounded  to  the  mejcy  of 
those  whom  they  had  thus  alienated  to  the  feeling 
of  humanity. 

But  Canada  has  not  been  conquered,  and  my 
friend  from  South-Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  has  been 
reminded  of  his  prediction,  that  it  would  be.  Sir, 
I deny  the  retort.  To  all  the  purposes  of  that  pre- 
diction, Canada  has  been  conquered.  It  was  not 
that  we  de  shed  to  magnify  our  republic  by  adding 
the  Canadas  to  the  confederacy.  If  the  inhabi- 
tants could  be  removed,  I should  not  care,  tor  my 
part,  if  Canada  could  be  overflowed  by  the  ocean.— 
But  as  a means  of  obtaining  peace  and  not  as  the 
end  of  the  war,  the  conquest  of  the  Canadas  has 
been  almost  achieved.  And  for  this  again  I beg 
leave  to  refer  to  Ghent  and  England.  " We  have 
performed  a campaign  on  Canada  ground,  which  is 
worth  the  acquisition  of  ten  thousand  Canadas. — 
iftp  have  accomplished  officers,  and  that  being 
done,  England  knows  that  we  can  create  soldiers. 
’JThe  American  in  Europe  need  now  no  longer  blush 
to  be  an  American,  The  European  who  visits  A- 
merica— after  traversing  the  ocean,  every  latitude 
pi  winch  is  in  a blaze  with  the  naval  glories  of  our 
glorious  tars — and  who  repairs  to  the  falls  of  Niag- 
ara, as  the  most  prodigious  of  nature’s  wonders, 
will  find  every  species  of  classic  recollection,  super- 
added  to  the  natural  prodigy  of  the  scene.  The 
grounds  round  the  falls  of  Niagara,  are  all  sancti- 
fied with  romantic  exploits  and  brilliant  achieve- 
ments, achievements  which  haye  plucked  the  mili- 
tary as  well  as  the  naval  plume  from  British  brows 
.—which  have  been  followed  by  the  congratulations 


and  applause  of  the  whole  American  people. — 
Whether  the  campaign  has  been  well  or  ill  con- 
ducted, on  the  part  of  the  administration,  I cannot 
stop  to  enquire.  Whether  Gen.  Izard  ought  to 
have  been  here  and  Gen.  Blown  there,  or  what  share 
the  administration  should  have  of  credit  hr  cen- 
sure, for  these  operations,  I neither  know  or  care. 

It  answers  all  my  purposes  that  they  redound  to 
the  honor  of  the  country— that  they  enhance  the 
American  name  at  the  expense  of  the  enemy  of  A- 
merica — the  rest  is  matter  of  controversy,  with, 
which  I cannot  disturb  my  feelings. 

Our  ministers  in  Europe  may  now  with  honest 
pride  and  independence,  declare  to  those  potentates 
who  shrunk  from  our  assistance,  though  our  cause 
was  theirs,  because  they  dared  not  to  aid  us — their 
subsidies  would  have  been  stopped  if  they  had — we 
have  triumphed  without  your  reinforcement,  aye, 
without  even  your  countenance,  we  have  vanquish- 
ed the  victors  of  your  conquerors.  We  do  not  ask 
for  your  alliance.  We  do  not  stand  in  need  of  it. 
With  the  blessing  of  God  and  our  means,  we  can 
do  without  it.  All  that  we  ask  of  you  is,  to  cause 
vour  neutral  rights  to  be  respected  as  we  have 
caused  ours  to  be.  Learn  from  our  example  how 
strong  a good  cause  renders  the  weak  against  the 
mighty.  Betrayed  by  inordinate  love  of  peace, 
and  the  infamous  double  dealing  of  England  into 
but  partial  preparation  for  war,  we  were  overtaken 
unawares  by  fearful  odds.  You  thought  no  doubt 
that  the  chances  were  against  us.  But  after  a whole 
campaign  of  our  infernal  enemy’s  utmost  scope, 
not  a wreath  of  laurel  have  we  lost,  nor  an  inch  of 
ground,  excepting  a small  part  which  was  not  de- 
fended as  it  should  have  been.  My  life  upon  it, 
sir,  the  magnanimous  Alexander  will  find  that  his 
esteem  for  us  is  greater  than  he  supposed  it,  and 
Louis  the  Desired,  in  1815,  like  his  predecessor  in 
1778,  will  generously  press  in  with  his  assistance, 
jsince  he  perceives  that  we  can  do  without  it. 

But  we  must  have  armies  and  we  must  have 
money.  I venture  to  assert  that  the  mere,  enact-: 
ment,  by  something  like  unanimity  in  this  house, 
of  a good  military  system,  with  indications  of  ac- 
quiescence in  it  but  of  doors,  would  secure  us  ft 
peace  forthwith,  without  the  necessity  of  enforcing 
the  system.  I appeal  to  these  gentlemen,  who  are 
so  clamorous  for  peace,  to  coalesce  for  an  object 
o desirable.  That  system,  in  my  opinion,  is  a 
classification  of  the  white  male  population  of  the 
country,  for  the  purpose  of  a draft  into  t he  regular 
armies.  You  may  call  it  by  what  odious,  ugly 
name  you  will — conscription  or  what  not— but  it  is 
the  only  sufficient,  the  only  republican,  the  only 
fair,  the  only  equal  plan,  for  applying  the  physical 
means  to  the  end  of  common  military  defence  and 
protection.  Sir,  vast  improvements  have  taken 
place  in  the  military  art  since  the  last  twenty 
years.  All  Eurppe  has  in  effect  adopted  these  im- 
provements; and  this  country  will  be  left  lamenta- 
bly behind  in  the  march  of  mankind,  unless,  like 
tlie  rest,  it  adopts  them  too.  What  are  they,  sir? 
Simply  a return  to  the  great,  caidinal  principles  of 
republican  government,  to  the  principles  which 
maintained  Rome  for  so  many  centuries  on  the  as- . 
Cendant,  and  again  for  so  many  centuries  on  the 
decline,  before  her  mere  declension  disappeared  in 
the  darkness  of  the  middle  ages.  The  gentleman 
from  New-York  (Mr.  Miller)  was  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing that  the  JYIiUtia  Romanorum  admitted  of 
either  alternative  or  exemption.  There  was  no 
such  thing.  Every  citizen  was  in  fact  a soldier.— 
Every  one  was  compelled  tu  serve  his  country  un- 
der arms,  and  no  citi2en  was  permitted  to  be  ele- 
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vated  to  civil  honor,  who  had  not  served  them  in 
the  military  field.  It  is  some  time,  sir,  since  I :«ad 
Polybius;  and  Washington  is  not  the  best  place  on 
earth  for  reference  to  books.  But,  unless  I am  quite 
wrong-  in  my  remembrance,  the  gentleman  from 
New-York  will  find,  in  the  7th  book  of  that  work, 
the  Roman  system  as  I have  stated  it.  But  it  is 
somewhat  scholastic  to  refer  to  such  authorities. 
Let  us  come  down  to  later  times.  We  all  know 
the  military  tenures,  the  scutage,  the  Knight  ser- 
vice and  so  forth,  by  which  the  vassal  was  bound 
to  serve  his  Lord,  his  Lord  the  Duke,  and  the  Duke 
his  sovereign.  We  know  the  ban  and  arriere  ban , 
which  used  to  carry  men  into  the  field  for  short 
and  insufficient  terms  of  service.  We  read  at  still 
more  recent  periods,  of  the  CondotLeri,  the  Hes- 
sians, the  Walloons,  the  various  mercenaries  which 
for  the  most  part  composed  the  arm.es  of  Europe. 
We  know  that  the  great  Frederick  fought  his  fa- 
mous seven  year’s  war  with  troops  of  this  descrip- 
tion. But  these  again  may  be  thrown  out  of  view, 
together  with  the  Roman  precedent.  I invite  gen- 
tlemen to  accompany  me  to  England  for  a conscrip- 
tion, and  I pledge  myself  to  find  them  one,  of  the 
harshest  and  most  unequal  kind — not  impressment 
for  the  sea,  but  conscription  for  the  land  service.— 
I invite  particularly  the  attention  of  the  gentleman 
from  New- Hampshire  (Mr.  Webster)  to  the  book  I 
am  about  to  read  from — it  is  the  English  statutes 
at  large — a treatise  with  which  his  pursuits  ought 
to  make  him  peculiarly  conversant.  Here,  where 
there  are  no  naughty  assignats  nor  Napoleons;  here 
in  this  adorable  land  of  liberty  and  wisdom,  here 
we  shall  find  conscription  at  full  length.  [Mr.  In- 
gersoll  then  read  several  sections  of  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament for  recruiting  the  regular  army,  enacted  in 
1756,  and  to  be  found  in  the  seventh  volume  of  the 
English  statutes  at  large,  page  625,  28,  G.  2,  c.  4— 
and  from  another  act,  enacted  in  1757,  to  be  found 
in  the  eighth  volume  of  these  statutes,  page  11,  30, 
G.  2,  c.  8.]  Thus,  sir,  it  appears  that  Lord  Chat- 
ham planned  and  Wolfe  executed  a precedent  for 
Bonaparte’s  conscriptive  system.  Here  we  find 
that  all  persons  without  employment  are  to  be 
drafted  into  the  king’s  service.  For  how  long?  Five 
years!  From  what  ages?  From  17  to  45— For  how 
much?  For  40  shillings  a head.  By  what  means? 
By  seizing  on  their  persons,  and  throwing  them 
into  confinement  till  the  recruiting  sergeant  was 
ready  to  receive  their  translation  to  the  ranks i— 
And  who  were  intended  by  her  sons  out  of  employ- 
ment? The  yeomanry  of  the  country.  How  does 
this  appear*1  Most  conclusively,  from  that  section 
which  exempts  them  in  the  time  of  harvest.  It  was 

not  the  lounger,  the  gentleman,  the  man  of  fortune, 
the  cockney,  that  Lord  Chatham  la.d  hold  of  as  a 
person  without  employment.  Oh  no!  His  Lordship 
knew  better.  He  has  left,  to  be  sure,  the  impres- 
sion of  the  energies  of  his  character  and  adminis- 
tration upon  this  act  of  Parliament.  But  he  had 
not  the  jacobin  temerity  to  meddle  with  the  privi- 
leged orders;  that  was  reserved  for  the  Corsican, 
who,  with  Ins  own  scymitar,  cut  his  own  way  to  a 
throne;  and  who,  with  all  the  vulgar  prejudices  of 
his  former  situation,  devised  and  executed  a 
scheme  for  making  gentlemen  serve  their  country 
just  like  common  people.  Oh!  the  monster!  The 
yeoman  whom  Lord  Chatham  forced  into  General 
Wolfe’s  army,  had  no  friend  at  Court.  Like  the,  ten 
thousand  American  seamen  in  British  ships,  he 
might  have  writhed  in  anguish  till  the  flesh  rotted 
from  his  bones,  without  an  advocate  to  assert  his 
claims,  unless  the  merchant  had  become  a sufferer 
too  and  ciamored  his  country  into  a war  against 


orders  in  council.  Lord  Chatham  violated  only  the 
sanctuary  of  the  cottage.  But  Napoleon  intruded 
on  the  palace. 

And  for  what  war,  in  particular,  was  it  that  this 
act  of  Parliament  raised  men  by  subscription?  For 
the  conquest  of  Canada.  Chatham  was  the  minis- 
ter and  Wolfe  the  commander — names  dear  to 
England — illustrious  and  venerable  names.  I sub- 
scribe to  the  sentiments,  and  quote  the  language  of 
a modern  poet,  that  it  is 

Praise  enough 

To  fill  the  ambition  of  a private  man, 

That  Chatham’s  Language  was  his  mother  tongne, 

And  Wolfe’s  great  name  compatriot  with  his  ow  n. 

Thus  it  appears,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  Napoleon 
had  a precedent,  an  English  precendent,  for  his  con- 
scription. To  argue  the  objections  to  this  system 
from  its  abuse  by  the  late  French  emperor,  is  a 
false  mode  of  argument.  He  did  abuse  the  engine, 
to  the  most  extensive  and  wanton  and  abominable 
ends.  But  it  does  by  no  means  follow,  therefore, 
that  the  system  itself  is  a bad  one. 

Have  we  no  American  great  name  associated 
with  this  system,  which  seems  to  excite  at  once 
all  the  Gog  and  Magog  terrors  that  one  would 
think  ought  by  this  time  to  be  banished  to  the 
Island  of  Elba?  We  have,  sir,  a name  never  mention- 
ed without  reyerance,  never  uttered  by  the  tongue 
without  a glow  of  the  heart.  General  Washington, 
after  remonstrating  for  three  or  four  years  in  vain 
against  militia  and.  short  enlistsments  was  con- 
strained at  last  to  have  recourse  to  classification 
and  draft;  and  our  liberties  were  ultimately  gained 
by  American  conscripts.  Not  indeed  until  our 
towns  were  ocupied  and  sacked,  our  shores  in 
names,  and  our  prejudices  subdued  by  our  strong- 
er feelings — a course  of  discipline  which  I am  afraid 
will  again  be  necessary.  Our  strong  measures  are 
almost  always  reserved  for  the  next  year  after  the 
occasion  for  them. 

We  have  ascertained  that  neither  militia  nor 
voluntary  enlistments  are  to  be  relied  upon.  The 
fatal  doctrine  of  citizen-soldier,  (as  we  adhere  to 
it)  has  cost  us  more  money,  more  blood,  more 
mourning  in  six  months  than  a war  of  six  years 
should  or  would  cost  under  proper  military  organ- 
ization. For  proof  of  this  we  go  to  the  camp  at 
Eilicott’s  Mills  m this  neighbourhood.  See  every 
fourth  man  on  his  sick  bed,  or  rather  sick  without 
a bed  to  lie  upon.  .Every  day  a funeral.  Count  the 
cost;  estimate  the  expense  of  actual  disbursement 
and  of  loss  of  labour,  and  no  rational,  no  feeling- 
man  can  doubt  as  to  the  shocking*  inexped  eucy  of 
such  a system.  I appeal  to  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (General  Breckenridge)  for  the 
correctness  of  what  I say.  With  such  dreadful 
scenes  of  preparation  for  service,  let  me  refer  the 
committe  to  a still  nearer,  and  still  more  painful 
scene  for  the  inefficiency  of  militia.  I mean  the 
affair  at  Bladensburg.  In  making  tins  reference 
I beg  lo  be  understood  as  intending  to  blame  nobo- 
dy, from  the  general  down  to  the  private.  It  always 
has  been,  and  always  will  be,  impossible  with  the 
militia  to  contend  with' regulars.  It  takes  se' . . 
years  apprentice-sh.p  to  make  a tinker  or  a tailor, 
and  is  to  be  conceived  that  the  military  science  .t 
to  be  acquired  by  intuition? 

Such  are  the  militia  men — and  what  are  they 
obtained  by  what  is  termed  voluntary  enlistment 
Go  to  the  recruiting  rendezvous  for  information. 
A poor,  ignorant  creature  is  cajoled  into  the  dram 
shop,  and  betrayed  into  intox.- cation.  When  h.s 
senses  are  gone,  the  Evangelists  are  put.  into  Ins 
ltands,  and  he  is  called  upon  to  invoke  the  Alni.gh- 
| ty  to  witness  an  engagement  to  serve  his  couiurs . 
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A bounty  is  thrust  into  his  pocket;  a cap  is  put  up- 
on his  head  and  he  becomes  a soldier. — When  the 
lit  of  drunkenness  gods  off  be  is  informed  of  his  en- 
listment— he  denies  it — he  is  manacled — he  resists 
—he  is  confined,  until  finally  he  is  subdued  into 
voluntary  enlistment.  Let  me  not  be  asked  why  I 
support  a war  which  involves  these  evils.  I an- 
swer, that  war  itself  is  an  eyil  but  a necessary  one. 
Whereas  these  disgusting1  practices  may  be  easily 
avoided.  They  are  one  of  our  English  legacies. 
Recruiting  is  a brutal  exercise  of  violence  and 
fraud  over  mental  alienation.  It  is  an  image  of  the 
bastard  liberty  of  England.  It  is  slavery  called 
liberty. 

The  substitute,  for  it  is  the  most  simple,  the 
most  republican,  the  most  equal  and  unexception- 
able system  in  the  world — that  of  militia  classifi- 
cation and  draft.  That  is,  militia  as  it  should  be — 
not  as  it  is.  Of  all  countries  in  the  world,  this  is 
the  one  best  adapted  to  such  a system.  It  is  here 
alone  that  all  men  are  treated  as  equals.  By  this 
I do  not  mean  any  revolutionary  equality.  No. 
Education  and  even  wealth  place  their  possessors 
above  the  illiterate  and  the  indigent.  In  spite  of  all 
they  do,  fortune  will  make  her  own  selections,  and 
laws  cannot  controul  them.  The  most  powerful 
and  consistent  argument  extant  in  favour  of  repub- 
licanism, is  to  be  found  in  the  New  Testament,  but 
at  the  same  time  the  most  positive  authority  for 
the  graduation  of  the  social  order.  For,  as  the 
great  republican  poet  has  expressed  it,  “orders  and 
degrees  jar  not  with  liberty,  but  well  consist.”  But 
then  it  should  be  the  constant  endeavor  of  govern- 
ment to  maintain  a perfect  equality  in  all  civil  en- 
joyments and  impositions,  to  burthen  the  poor  with 
nothing  that  does  not  fall  likewise  on  the  rich;  to 
call  upqn  the  latter  according  to  their  opulence 
for  pecuniary  aid;  and  not  to  call  upon  the  former 
for  any  personal  services- that  are  not  exacted  of  all 
alike.  Upon  these  principles  emphatically  does 
that  military  system  rest,  which,  by  whatever  title 
denominated,  classifies  a population  and  compels 
them  to  serve  without  exemption  or  reservation. 

As  to  the  constitutionality  of  this  measure,  I re- 
fuse to  argue  it.  I hold  it  to  be  too  clear  for  argu- 
ment. Independent  of  the  explicit  terms  of  the 
constitution,  this  power  is  inherent  in  the  nature  of 
Jthe  government.  Its  exercise  and  extent  must  be 
referred  for  their  regulation  to  a sound  discretion. 
I adopt  the  sentiment  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Mili- 
tary Committee,  (Mr.  Troup)  that  the  constitution 
authorizes  it,  and  that  if  it  does  not,  such  a consti- 
tution is  not  worth  regarding  or  having. 

That  it  would  be  popular  (I  mean  in  the  legiti' 
mate  acceptation  of  popularity — agreeable  to  the 
people  at  large)  I have  no  doubt,  because  it  calls 
upon  them  for  no  duty  that  is  not  necessary  and 
common  to  all.  And  the  people  never  murmur  at 
such  calls.  In  that  portion  of  the  country  with 
whlbh  1 have  any  acquaintance,  1 am  sure  it  has 
been  expected  from  Congress,  and  would  be  receiv- 
ed with  pleasure  as  the  best  alternative  for  the  op- 
pressive militia  functions.  Whether  it  would  be 
odious  or  resisted,  as  is  threatened  elsewhere,  is 
not  for  me  to  determine.  I can  tell  the  gentleman 
from  N.  H.  (Mr.  Webster)  however,  that  the  glow- 
ing picture  he  has  drawn  of  its  effects  is  but  'faint- 
ly shadowed  to  that  which  this  country  will  pre- 
sent, unless  some  energetic  and  adequate  system 
be  enforced.  The  late  developements  from  Europe 
place  us,  Sir,  upon  critical  ground.  On  one  side,, 
all  is  peace,  prosperity,  renown  and  respect.  On 
the  other,"  war  inteminable,  disunion,  devastation, 
disgrace  and  irretrevable  ruin.  Dismemberment 
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would  be  but  a little  misfortune,  contrasted  with 
what  may  be  our  lot,  unless  we  rise  up  to  the  exi- 
gency. The  dangers  of  despotism  which  are  ima- 
gined, arealarming,  it  must  be  confessed;  but  they 
are  not  so  awful  as  the  degradation  and  misery 
which  may  result  from  a fear  to  do  what  our  position 
demands. — Convulsion  is  no  more  to  be  dreaded 
than  paralysis.  For  myself,  I see  no  peril  but  in  our 
own  d visions. 

The  republic  is  perfectly  safe  if  we  pursue  those 
ertergetic  and  powerful  measures,  which  alone  can 
save  us — which  alone  are  consistent  with  our  duty, 
and  commensurate  with  the  occasion. 


Mr.  Duval’s  Speech 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Miller — in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States ; on  the  bill  calling  for 
80,000  militia  from,  the  several  states,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  United  States . 

Mr.  Chairman— My  desire  to  address  the  com- 
mittee on  the  present  bill,  does  not  arise  either 
from  the  hope  of  fame  or  distinction.  But,  sir,  I am 
impelled  by  my  judgment  and  duty,  to  protest 
against  the  opinions  and  doctrines  which  have  been 
advanced  by  the  honorable  gentlemen  from  New- 
York,  (Mr.  Miller)  on  the  various  subjects  which 
he  has  brought  before  this  committee— opinions 
and  objections  against  the  powers  of  Congress, 
which,  if  they  unfortunately  should  be  brought  into 
practice,  would  overturn  every  principle  of  civil 
liberty,  destroy  all  subordination  and  union,  and 
rend  into  pieces  the  constitution  of  the  country. 
Before  I proceed  to  examine  the  arguments  of  the 
gentleman  from  New-York,  (Mr.  Miller)  permit 
me  to  say,  I am  opposed  to  striking  out  any  part 
of  this  bill,  unless  I can  be  persuaded  in  an  hour 
of  alarm  and  peril  to  surrender  the  rights  and  lib- 
erties of  the  nation.  The  provisions  contained  in 
this  bill  are  not  only  proper  but  absolutely  neces- 
sary. The  rejection  of  the  measure  would  be  to 
disarm  the  nation,  and  increase  the  calamities  of 
war.  I had  Koped,  as  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Eppes)  had  prevail- 
ed, to  reduce  the  term  of  militia  service  from  two 
years  to  one,  that  all  further  objections  on  the  part 
of  the  opposition  would  vanish — I did  not  long  re- 
main in  this  error.  All  the  clamor  of  party  has 
been  roused  by  this  measure,  and,  by  gentlemen  in 
the  opposition,  it  is  loudly  denounced  as  odious,  ty- 
rannical and  unconstitutional.  Sir,  I had  hoped,  that 
the  stormy  passions  of  party  were  in  a great  meas- 
ure allayed  by  by  the  perilous  situation  of  the 
country. — Opposed  to  a powerful  and  ambitious 
enemy,  who  is  collecting  all  the  deluge  of  war  to 
pour  on  this  devoted  land — with  a treasury  ex- 
hausted, and  a gallant  army  reduced  in  number 
but  not  in  spirit,  I indeed  had  hoped,  that  gentle- 
men in  the  opposition  .(under  these  circumstances) 
would  have  stood  forward  to  defend  their  soil  and 
sovereignty.  In  this  hope  I have  not  altogether 
been  disappointed.  Some  gentlemen  of  high  and 
distinguished  talents,  who  now  stand  at  the  head 
of  the  federal  party,  have  declared  their  determi- 
nation to  vote  the  supplies  for  the  government,  and 
on  several  occasions  have  nobly  triumphed  over 
their  feelings,  and  placed  themselves  on  American 
ground.  This  is  the  duty  of  every  American — they 
owe  it  to  themselves  and  their  country.  I ask  not 
gentlemen  to  sacrifice  their  principles.  Surely 
when  their  aid  is  demanded  to  preserve  our  rights, 
let  them  expose  the  errors  of  the  administration — 
let  them  expose  the  policy  which  has  been  pursued 
by  the  dominant  party — let  them  endeavor  to  con- 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SUPPLEMENT  TO  VOL.  VII. 


rince  the  people,  that  their  confidence  has  been 
misplaced  and  abused;  nay,  let  them  exert  all  their 
powers  to  ch.mge  the  rulers  of  the  nation,  and  call 
other  men  and  measures  into  action.  But  in  the 
name  of  our  common  country,  I call  upon  them  to 
prepare  to  meet  the  enemy,  as  implacable  as  he  is 
powerful. 

The  member  from  New-York  (Mr.  Miller)  com- 
menced his  arguments  against  this  bill  by  gravely 
informing  the  committe,  that  he  not  only  objected 
to  this,  but  to  all  the  military  plans  which  had.  been 
offered,-  because,  he  says,  they  are  coercive , — Will 
the  gentleman  be  so  obliging  as  to  inform  me  how 
long  since  he  made  this  important  discovery?  That 
the  civil,  criminal  and  military  laws  of  our  country 
should  be  coercive  on  its  citizens  is  surely  very 
tyrannical.  But,  till  the  learned  gentleman  can 
point  out  to  me  a country  whose  laws  have  no 
penalties,  and  whose  military  code  is  not  coercive , I 
must  be  permitted  to  believe  this  strange  and  vis- 
ionary notion  has  only  been  drawn  from  Plato’s 
ideal  republic.  Indeed,  sir,  this  argument  is  an 
excellent  specimen  of  the  lengthy,  learned  and 
elaborate  speech  delivered  by  the  gentleman  on  this 
subject;  the  whole  of  which  was,  no  doubt,  the  off- 
spring of  much  painful  reflection  and  deep  re- 
search. It  was  the  most  logical,  historical  and 
tragical  discourse  that  ever  was  delivered  in  a 
legislative  body.  I was  at  a loss  to  determine, 
whether  most  to  admire  his  powers  as  a historian, 
his  clearness  as  a logician,  or  the  refined  excellence 
of  his  poetic  fancy.  It  is  rare  that  one  individual 
excells  in  more  than  ono  science  or  accomplish- 
ment, but  the  honorable  gentlemen  from  New- 
York  is  surely  an  exception.  I feel  half  inclined 
to  complain  of  the  brilliancy  of  his  fancy,  for  it 
threw  such  a dazzling  light  round  his  subject  and 
arguments,  that  I must  own  my  own  mind  was  of- 
ten so  bewildered  as  not  to  comprehend  all  his  nice 
and  excellent  deductions.  But  this  was  certainly 
mv  fault,  or  rather  my  misfortune — for  the  eye  of 
real  genius  is  always  clearest  and  brightest  in  the 
blaze  of  science. 

The  committe  will  pardon  this  digression;-  it 
was  justly  due  to  the  gentleman.  This  bill  has 
been  called  conscription  for  the  purpose  of  render- 
ing it  odious  to  the  people.  Tt  s not  the  first  time 
that  a measure  has  been  denounced  by  some  pe- 
culiar name,  in  order  to  produce  opposition  or  to 
defeat  its  object.  Such  a shallow  artifice  cannot 
deceive  any  but  those  who  are  willing  to  be  delud- 
ed. The  gentleman  from  New-York  (Mr.  Miller) 
read  to  the  committe  some  pages  of  most  pathetic 
declammation  on  the  distressing  scenes  which  con- 
scription. had  produced  in  France;  but  he  forgot 
to  shew  the  coincidence  between  the  bill  before  us 
and  the  conscription  code  of  France.  I say  there  is 
no  coincidence,  no,  not  even  in  the  classification, 
and  still  less  in  any  other  feature. — The  conscrip- 
tion laws  of  France  were  first  introduced  by  their 
directory,  and  are  in  strict  imitation  of  the  Roman 
discipline,  which  compelled  every  man  to  become 
a soldier.  They  were  adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
aggrandizement  and  conquest. — All  Frenchmen 
were  classed  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  twen- 
ty-five only.  In  this  particular  it  was  oppressive 
and  unjust.  The  conscripts  were  often  treated 
with  the  utmost  cruelty,  and  if  they  deserted  tlieir 
parents  were  made  responsible  for  ther  appearance, 
or  their  fortunes  paid  an  exorbitant  fine.  All  this 
was  done  too  to  carry  on  foreign  wars  without  their 
consent,  to  gratify  an  ambitious  tyrant.  The  peo- 
ple of  France  wrere  controlled  by  the  iron  rod  of  a 
military  despot,  whp.  w as  only  governed  by  his  in- 


terest and  glory.  They  made  no  laws — their  voice 
wTas  not  heard  in  their  councils.  Day  after  day,  and 
year  after  year,  were  they  dragged  unwilling  vic- 
tims to  fight  the  wars  of  their  master  in  every  part 
of  their  continent.  The  young  men  saw  no  termi- 
nation to  their  military  toils  but  in  the  arms  of 
death;  and  if  they  survived  the  period  assigned  for 
military  service,  they  were  but  seldom  rew  arded 
for  the  scars  which  they  bore,  while  unusual  harcL- 
ships  and  constant  exposure  entailed  upon  them 
poverty  and  premature  Old  age.  No  wonder  can 
then  be  excited  when  we  are  told,  that  the  people 
of  France  dreaded  and  execrated  conscription. 

Let  us  now  examine  this  American  militia  bill, 
and  compare  it  with  the  conscription  of  France. 
First,  all  the  free  male  population  of  the  United 
States,  over  the  age  of  eighteen  and  under  forty- 
five,  are  bound  to  render  military  service  whenever 
they  are  legally  drafted.  The  section  w hich  per- 
mits a class  to  exonerate  itself  by  furnishing  one 
recruit  for  the  regular  army,  so  far  from  being  ob- 
jectionable, is  in  fact  an  advantage  to  the  whole 
body  of  militia.  This  difference,  and  the  extension 
of  the  term  of  service  six  months  longer  than 
usual,  are  the  only  changes  in  the  militia  law  now 
in  operation. 

If  this  is  conscription,  it  was  practised  during 
our  revolution.  It  has  been  the  invariable  practice 
during  the  present  -war,  and  must  continue  so  as 
long  as  we  are  governed  by  the  constitution.  It  is 
nothing  more  than  the  people  of  these  states  ex 
pected,  when  they  instructed  their  representatives 
in  Congress  to  declare  W'ar  against  Great  Britain 
If  this  be  called  conscription  by  the  opposition,  it 
is  equally  so  to  bring  the  militia  into  the  field  for 
six  or  three  months — naj-,  even  for  a single  day 
But  the  member  from  New-York  (Mr.  Miller)  and 
his  friends,  feeling  that  th'13  argument  was  too 
weak  to  support  them  even  for  a moment,  turned 
to  the  constitution  and  endeavored  to  base  their 
reasoning  on  its  sacred  principles.  Sir,  in  this  they 
have  failed,  and  their  attempt  has  only  more  clearly 
exposed  the  error  of  their  doctrines.'  The  militix 
belojig  to  the  states,  it  is  urged,  and  Congress  have 
no  right  to  call  them  into  service , for  they  may  be 
■wanted for  state  defence. 

I answer,  the  general  government  is  bound  to 
provide  for  the  weal  and  protection  of  every  state 
in  the  union.  That  the  constitution  gives  to  Con- 
gress the  powrer  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming 
and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  governing- 
such  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States.  That  it  also  invest.* 
Congress  with  power  to  call  forth  (he  militia  to  ex- 
ecute the  laws  of  the  union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tions and  repel  invasions.  Will  it  he  denied  that 
our  country  is  not  invaded?  No— this  must  be  ad- 
mitted by  the  most  incredulous.  Yet,  possessing 
these  powers,  and  under  these  circumstances,  we 
are  told  that  this  bill  is  unconstitutional.  I ask 
gentlemen  if  the  very  compact  which  they  guard 
with  so  much  watchfulness,  does  not  recognize  the; 
militia  as  the  bulwark  of  our  liberties?  And  yet 
they  say  in  effect,  that  Congress  cannot  command 
their  services.  Before-my  mind  can  assent  to  this 
strange  contradiction,  and  extraordinary  opiniJtn 
gentlemen  must  prove  to  me  that  it  is  unconstitu- 
tional to  call  the  militia  into  service  for  six  or  three 
months,  or  even  for  a dav,  for  their  reasons  will 
apply  as  strong  in  every  instance  I have  mentioned, 
as  they  can  against  this  bill. 

The  member  from  New-York  (Mr.  Miller)  with 
great  emotion  has  declared,  that  were  he  to  vote 
tor  this  bill,  he  wouki  disgrace  l he  ashes  of  his 
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fathers,  that  is,  violate  the  rights  of  the  people  who  But,  said  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Miller)  beware  how 
ought  ’to  be  suffered  quietly  to  enjoy  their  oum  fire  you  trample  on  the  rights  of  your  citizens,  for  re- 
sides.  I will  tell  the  gentleman  that  he  can  never  j member  justice  never  sleeps;  I lament  that  his  con- 
disgrace  the  ashes  of  his  fathers  by  defending  his  : duct  has  not  proved  the  truth  of  this  remark.  Jus- 
country;  they  have  given  to  him  an  example  that  j tice  among  the  great  body  of  the  people  T trust  will 
should  awaken  all  his  pride  to  emulate;  they  never  never  sleep,  but  with  some  in  the  opposition,  she 


refused  to  defend  the  soil  and  independence  which 
their  noble  valor  has  since  given  to  their  posterity; 
could  their  pure  and  generous  spirits  witness  these 
scenes  and  hear  such  sentiments,  they  would  weep 
angel  tears  over  the  degeneracy  and  ingratitude  of 
their  sons. — But  ive  should  enjoy  our  five  sides! 
What  enjoyment  let  me  enquire,  is  to  be  found  in 
this  enviable  situation,  when  war  is  striding  over 
the  peoole,  breathing  destruction  on  our  borders— 
can  the  member  from  New-York  (Mr.  Miller)  feel 
in  time  such  as  these,  the  quiet  and  enjoyment  of 
which  he  speaks?  No,  in  the  interest  which  he 
has  taken  in  our  various  campaigns,  in  the  minute 
recital  of  our  misfortunes,  in  the  painful  and  mel- 
ancholy feelings,  which  he  has  illustrated  by  such 
frequent  quotations  of  the  poetic  language  of  the 
great  dramatist  it  is  disclosed,  that  he  reposes  not 
in  these  times  in  quiet  content  by  his  own  fire  side; 
let  us  not  talk  of  these  enjoyments  in  the  strife  of 
war;  this  theme  rhe  American  will  reserve  for  the 
halcyon  days  of  peace.  x , 

But  the  member  from  New-York  (Mr.  Miller)  has 
said  that  this  nation  can  only  be  saved  by  reviving 
its  credit,  and  recruiting  its  armies;  yet  he  declares 
that  his  assent  shall  not  be  given  to  this  end,  al 
though  he  has  told  us,  this  and  this  only  can  save 
the  nation.  Is  it  possible  that  the  honourable  mem 
ber  is  so  lost  to  duty  and  love  of  country,  that  un 
der  ,no  situation  in  which  we  may  be  placed,  he 
will  give  his  aid  to  provide  men  or  money  for  de 

[Here  Mr.  Miller  rose,  and  said  he  was  misunder 
stood  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that  he 
had  said  he  would  not  give  any  supplies  to  the  gov 


ernment  for  the  conquest  of  Canada;  but  that 
our  army  was  withdrawn  from  that  country,  and 
the  project  of  conquest  relinquished,  he  would  go 
as  far  as  any  gentleman  to  raise  men  and  money  for 
defence.] 

Mr.  Duval  regretted  he  had  misunderstood  the 
gentleman,  that  it  was  neither  his  object  or  incli- 
nation to  misstate  his  arguments,  and  no  gentle- 
man would  accuse  him  of  so  mean  a subterfuge. 

It  was  but  the  other  day  that  the  member  from 
New-York  (Mr.  Miller)  declared  on  this  floor, 
that  the  government  had  abandoned  every  object 
for  which  tills  war  was  commenced.  I take  him  at  his 
word,  and  the  supposed  conquest  of  Canada  can- 
not now  be  an  obstacle;  but  to  remove  his  fear  of 
conquest,  let  me  offer  him  proof  which  is  undenia- 
ble to  dissipate  the  inquietude  which  he  still  feels 
on  this  subject.  I mean  the  instructions  given  to 
our  ministers,  and  the  offer  to  make  peace  on  their 
part  with  -the  British  commissioners  on  terms  of 
which  they  have  no  right  to  complain.  How  then 
can  it  be  seriously  urged,  that  this  is  a war  of  con- 
quest? Even  the  gentleman  himself  has  said  that 
all  the  objects  for  which  this  war  was  declared  are 
now  abandoned;  in  one  breath  we  are  told  it  would 
be  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  to  place 
at  the  disposal  and  under  the  control  of  the  men  in 
power,  a great  military  force;  in  the  next  moment 
the  same  gentleman  declares  that  the  administra- 
tion have  neither  talents  or  capacity  to  carry  on  the 
war,  and  that  such  is  their  imbecility,  that  were 
they  to  furnish  the  supplies  they  would  be  profusely 
and  ineffectually  expended.  I leave  such  absurd 
contradictions  to  be  reconciled  by  those  who  claim 
them  as  just  and  unanswerable  arguments. 


even  now  slumber.-,  unto  death.  Justice  expired 
with  the  gentleman  and  some  of  his  friends  in  the 
opposition,  when  they  declared  in  this  hall  and  in 
the  face  of  the  whole  nation,  that  this  war  is  Wick- 
ed and  unjust. 

That  the  nation  commenced  the  war  before  they 
were  prepared,  was  and  is  yet  my  opinion.  But  that 
we  had  not  ample  cause  to  justify  our  resort  to 
arms,  I do  deny.  Was  it  wicked  and  Unjust  to 
resist  the  enemy  in  their  illegal  decrees  and  block- 
ades? Was  it  wicked  and  unjust  to  resist  the  cap- 
ture and  confiscation  of  our  vessels  and  cargoes? 
Was  it  wicked  and  unjust  to  resist  the  impress.- 
ment  of  our  seamen?  If  none  of  these  contain  the 
wickedness  and  injustice  of  which  gentlemen  com- 
plain, I ask  in  what  does  it  exist?  Let  gentlemen 
Uo  longer  refuse  their  asistance — let  them  not  sit 
calmly  by  and  see  the  farms  of  their  'citizens  pil- 
laged, their  habitations-  wrapt  in  flames;  and  when 
the  voice  of  maddening  distress  shall  assail  them 
with  petitions,  coldly  answer,  we  will  not  aid  or 
protect  you,  for  this  war  is  wicked  and  unjust. 
When  our  territory  is  invaded  by  your  enemy,  and 
he  bids  defiance  to  your  arms — when  your  citizens, 
no  longer  able  to  resist  their  iniquitious  and  rapa- 
cious demand,  call  on  you  for  protection,  which 
you  have  solemnly  sworn  under  our  constitution  to 
give,  will  you  violate  the  high  obligation,  and  an- 
swer, it  cannot  be  given  for  the  war  is  wicked  and 
unjust?  Have  you  not  heard  the  cries  of  distress, 
arising  from  ruffian  profanation?  Have  you  not 
marked  the  spots  where  your  villages  and  hamlets 
once  stood- — whose  ashes  have  slacked  with  the  blood 
of  your  citizens?  and  yet  are  you;  calm  and  undis- 
turbed, refuse  to  redress  their  sufferings,  or  to  aid 
in  the  punishment  of  the  incendiary  myridons  who 
have  violated  your  people,  because,  you  say,  this 
war  is  wicked  and  unjust? 

In  vain  may  the  citizens  of  your  Indian  frontier 
recite  their  sad  and  dreadful  sufferings.  The  ex- 
terminating warfare  of  a merciless  foe,  whose  joy 
in  blood  rises  to  madness,  is  suffered  with  your 
consent  to  rage  with  death  and  desolation  on  your 
borders.  The  rude  children  of  the  brave  and  dar- 
ing hunter,  and  the  family  of  the  unoffending  and 
peaceable  emigrant  sink  alike  beneath  the  arm  of 
their  savage  foe.  Do  they  desire  your  protection? 
Yes:  but  you  sternly  bid  them  die,  because  you 
still  say,  that  this  war  is  wicked  and  unjust. 

I would  ask,  from  what  does  this  apathy  on  the 
part  of  many  in  the  opposition  originate?  I fear  from 
local  distinctions  and  invidious  remarks,  which, 
with  regret  and  pain  I have  often  heard  thrown  out. 
in  the  warmth  of  discussion.  There  is  a class  of 
politicians  in  [his  country  who  have  for  years,  with 
the  most  unwearied  industry  and  artifice,  endeavor- 
ed to  make  the  eastern  and  northern  sections  of  the 
union  believe,  that  the  southern  and  western  states 
are  jealous  of  their  increasing  wealth  and  commer- 
cial importance.  This  opinion  has  been  supported 
and  encouraged  by  demagogues  for  base  and  per- 
fidious purposes.  The  good  sense  of  the  nation  (it 
is  the  hope  of  every  American)  will  soon  correct  so 
fatal  an  opinion.  The  happiness  and  interests  of 
all  the  states  are  linked  together  by  every  tie  that 
can  bind  society — speaking  the  same  language — 
living  under  the  same  general  laws— connected  by 
marriage,  blood  and  friendship,  and  worshipping 
the  same  great  benevolent  being — How  can  strong- 
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er  connexions  exist?  Is  interest  more  binding?  Be 
it  so.  The  north  and  east  are  commercial;  the 
south  and  the  west  are  engaged  in  agriculture:  if 
commerce  is  impeded  or  suspended,  the  ships  of 
ou"  merchants  are  idle  and  decay;  the  produce  of 
the  south  and  west  remains  on  the  planter  or  farm- 
er’s hands,  dead,  wast  ing  or  unproductive,  or  be- 
comes spoiled,  unfit  for  market,  or  is  wholly  lost. 
Nature  intended  that  the  northern  and  eastern 
states  should  produce  the  daring  and  enterpnz  ng 
mar.ners  of  the  union;  to  make  them  so,  she  has 
made  them  fine  bays,  harbors  and  rivers — she  has 
placed  the  fisheries  in  their  neighborhood  as  a nurs- 
ery for  their  seamen — their  cl , mate  is  cold,  and  soil 
unsuited  to  the  various  productions  of  raw  mate- 
rials necessary  for  then*  factories,  which  are  found 
in  abundance  in  the  south  and  west.  New-England 
will  not  only  possess  the  carrying  trade  of  the 
south  and  west,  but  will,  from  her  great  and  in- 
creasing population,  necessarily  become  their  man- 
ufacturers. All  this  is  so  obvious  and  certain, 
that  the  demagogues  of  either  party  cannot  long 
deceive  the  people,  by  crying  out  that  their  inter- 
ests are  separate  and  distinct.  Away,  then,  with 
invidious  sectional  distinctions — let  us  speak  of 
ourselves  as  a nation,  and  not  as  separate  hordes  of 
wrangling  and  jealous  savages.  The  bold  anden- 
terprizmg  mariner  of  the  north  may  proudly  rank 
with  the  first  m the  nation.  Yes,  sir,  these  are  the 
men  who  belong  to  your  navy — who  have  acquired 
more  glory  in  two  years,  for  themselves  and  coun- 
try, than  ever  England  could  boast  ;n  half  a century  ( 
— a gem  which  shall  slime  with  undlmmished  splen-  j 
dor  down  the  long  annals  of  time.  This  nation 
never  should  forget  in  peace  that  a navy  is  her  right 
arm  in  war. 

It  was  with  pleasure  I listened  to  the  gentleman 
fr>  ^ New-York,  while  he  praised  the  valor  of  our 
land  and  naval  commanders,  and  I could  not  but 
deem  it  strange,  that  he  who  seemed  so  animated  at 
his  own  recital  of  their  gallant  deeds,  should  yet  re- 
fuse to  follow  their  example  in  defending  his  coun- 
try. 

I did  not  hope  to  follow  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  through  all  the  various  remarks  which  he 
pressed  into  this  discussion;  nor  can  I follow  him 
in  the  sublime  poetic  effusions,  and  numberless 
quotations  from  celebrated  authors.  Indeed,  sir, 
it  seemed  to  me  that  the  gentleman’s  speech  was 
not  made  for  the  present  bill,  but  for  the  bill  which 
has  been  reported  to  this  house  by  the  honorable 
chairman  (Mr.  Troup)  of  the  military  committee; 
but  as  it  is  probable  it  will  not  be  acted  on,  the 
honorable  member  from  New-York  has  transferred  | 
his  objection  from  that  to  the  bill  from  the  senate,  j 
But  nothing*  is  impossible  to  great  genius;  no  sub- 
ject is  too  high  or  too  low,  to  escape  its  subtle  at- 
tention. It  delights  to  bring  objects  and  things 
radically  different^  together;  and,  like  electricity, 
its  course  is  brilliant,  wild  and  eccentric.  Hence, 
we  may  account  for  the  introduction  of  Governor 
Tompkins  and  his  charger,  by  tile  honorable  mem- 
ber, to  this  committee,  caparisoned  in  all  the  pomp 
of  war;  and  also  for  the  rapid  flight  which  he  in- 
stantly took  from  the  back  of  this  war  horse,  as  he 
said,  “to  pluck  bright  honor  from  the  pale  faced 
moon,”  where,  for  the  present,  I leave  the  gentle- 
man. 

The  attention  of  the  committee  shall  not  be 
claimed  much  longer  by  me,  for  I throw  by  many 
remarks  which  have  been  made  in  the  course  of  de- 
bate, in  order  to  call  your  reflections  to  a subject 

that  has  been  too  often  agitated,  to  escape  reply. 

I mean  the  doctrine  of  rebellion,  which  has  been 


trumpeted  .n  our  ears  by  more  than  one  member  of 
this  body.  It  is  time  that  gentlemen  in  the  opposi- 
tion should  allay  the  fury  of  passion  by  the  exeicise 
of  reason  and  calm  enqu.ry.  Can  one  individual  in 
tills  body  be  found  who  Will  advocate  principles 
destructive  of  the  happiness  and  constitution  of  thi3 
country?  Yes,  this  house  has  heard  discord  and  re- 
bellion, encouraged  and  avowed  from  more  than 
1 one  quarter.  The  member  from  New-York  (Mr. 

1 Miller)  has  declared,  that  this  militia  system,  or, 

! as  lie  terms  it,  conscription , will  not  be  submitted  to 
by  the  people;  that  they  ought  to  resist  such  op- 
pression; such  infringement  of  their  rights,  and  ke 
hoped  they  would  resist. 

[Here  Mr.  Miller  rose  to  explain,  and  said  that 
the  language  he  had  used,  were  the  words  of  Mr. 
Livingston,  a democrat,  and  were  delivered  in  a 
speech  when  he  was  opposed  to  Mr.  Adams’  admin- 
istration, and  he  (Mr.  Miller)  now  adopted  them 
as  his  own.] 

Mr.  Duval  said  he  had  so  understood  the  gentle- 
man, and  although  he  claimed  the  benefit  of  the  ex- 
ample introduced,  it  was  not  on  that  account  the 
less  misch.evous  and  pernicious;  that  demagogues 
belonged  to  all  parties,  and  were  equally  to  be  de- 
tested and  condemned.  Let  gentlemen  who  are 
giving  tone  and  encouragement  to  rebellion, be wai*e 
! of  the  consequences;  for,  I tell  them,  they  are  tread- 
; ing  over  a burning  volcano  that  may  burst  upon 
them  in  dreadful  ruin.  Do  they  propose  to  better 
their  conditions,  or  the  Condition  of  their  country, 
by  such  dangerous  and  mad  contention?  If  so,  let 
me  drive  from  them  far  the  fatal  delusion.  Look 
to  the  French  revolution,  and  learn  in  time  to  avo  d 
the  bloody  scenes  which  may  and  will  be  rc-acted 
in  America.  How  many  of*  all  the  numerous  and 
dar  mg  revolutionists  of  France  are  now  inexist- 
ence? Few,  indeed,  compared  to  the  many  who 
have  fallen  before  the  power  of  that  rebellion  w hich 
| owed  to  them  its  spring  and  creation.  Ail  France 
d.d  not  produce,  with  her  millions  of  men,  a single 
individual  who  could  snatch  the  helm  and  wield 
the  sword  of  the  nation.  Such  men  are  rare  crea- 
tions of  nature— five  centuries  will  not  produce 
such  another  man  as  the  Corsican,  who  braved  the 
tempest  of  revolution,  and  rode  on  surges  of  blood 
to  the  imperial  throne  of  France. 

Beware— ,n  time  beware  of  the  fate  that  will  at- 
tend your  temerity;  for  believe  me  when  I tell  you, 
ye. who  create  are  not  the  men  that  can  control  the 
title  of  rebellion;  you,  first  of  all,  shall  be  over- 
wnelmed  by  us  resistless  fury.  Deceive  not  your- 
selves and  friends  with  the  vain  and  foolish  hope, 
that  you  can  “mount  the  whirlwind  and  direct  the 
storm,”  for  you  wi  U be  scattered  before  it  “like 
chaff  before  the  wind  of  heaven.” 

SPEECH 

OF  THE  HON.  WILLIAM  IRVING, 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  U.  S.  on  the  Mil 
from  the  Senate , authorizing  a draft  of  8 0,430  w- 

litia  from  the  several  states,  for  the  defence , &c.  of 

the  United  States.  J 

Mr.  Speaker,  It  appears  to  me,  sir,  that  the  nice 
distinctions,  that  have,  heretofore,  been  made  by 
gentlemen,  between  a defensive  and  an  offensive 
war,  are  no  longer  of  any  consequence.  The  ground 
on  which  tne  war  commenced,  can  no  longer,  it  is 
presumed,  effect  the  question,  whether  hostil  ties 
shall  be  earned  on  with  every  efficient  mean  With- 
in our  power.  The  terms  proposed  by  the  British 
Commissioners,  have  been  commun  cated  to  this 
house;  and  the  question  now  is,  whether  these  terms 
are  to  be  accepted,  or,  whether  we  are  to  employ 
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the  means  Providence  has  placed  within  our  reach 
in  the  expectation  of  procuring-  better? 

Sir,  I would  ask  any  gentleman  in  this  assembly, 
whether  he  is  willing-  to  accept  of  these  terms — to 
dismember  the  temtory  of  the  United  States— to 
lop  off  the  hands  and  arms  of  his  country,  and  thus 
deliver  her  a prey  to  the  enemy — or,  at  any  rate, 
take  from  her  every  future  hope  of  obtaining  either 
satisfaction  for  injuries,  or  security  against  the  ex- 
ercise of  oppression  on  the  ocean.  If  he  says  he  is 
willing  to  do  this,  it  is  well;  he  takes  his  stand,  and 
we  know  what  he  mean's  by  opposing  this  measure. 
But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  by  a feeling  of  generous 
indignation,  at  these  new  and  irn warrantable  claims, 
that  violate  the  integrity  of  this  country,  and  out- 
rage every  principle  of  reciprocity,  he  answers  that 
he  will  not  make  peace  on  such  ignoble  terms,  then 
if  he  differs  With  me,  it  is  only  as  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  this  measure,  or  its  capacity  to  answer  the 
purpose  for  which  it  is  intended,  it  is  with  a view 
of  investigating  these  two  points  that  I enter  into 
this  debate;  for  I do  not  believe  there  is  any  honor- 
able gentleman  in  this  house  who  would  recommend 
a peace  on  the  terms  which  have  been  offered.  If 
there  is,  I should  consider  it  idle  to  address  myself 
to  such  a person.  It  is  impossible  to  create  a soul 
under  the  ribs  of  death — and  I would  consider  it 
equally  hopeless  to  reason  against  the  want  of  cer- 
tain feelings,  or  attempt  to  excite  emotions  in  a 
breast  steeled  by  insensibility. 

I would  then  ask,  are  the  present  means  of  rais- 
ing- an  army,  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  pre- 
sent crisis?  No,  sir.  The  history  of  the  war,  and 
the  experience  of  every  day,  are  a sufficient  answer 
to  this  question.  What,  with  the  habits  engender- 
ed. by  a long  peace— the  want  of  means  to  pay  the 
enormous  bounties,  which  are  necessary  to  tempt 
the  prosperous  multitude  of  this  country — and  most 
of  all,  the  various  and  unjustifiable  means  that  have 
been  resorted  to,  for  the  purpose  of  impeding  or  dis- 
couraging enlistments,  it  is  found  totally  impossi- 
ble to  fili  the  ranks  of  the  army.  Are  the  militia 
ordered  out?  it  is  called  oppression.  Are  they  se- 
lected by  lot?  gentlemen  cry  out  conscription-*-as 
if  there  wUs  any  analogy  between  the  temperate  be- 
hests of  the  law,  and  the  arbitrary  will  of  a despot. 
Should  any  man  be  willing  to  enlist  voluntarily,  he 
is  told,  that  his  pay  will  be  withheld,  or,  that  in 
New-En gland,  several  soldiers  had  sold  their  certi- 
ficates at  a loss  of  fifty  per  cent.  And  this  fact, 
which,  if  it  be  true,  was  the  result  of  u panic,  aris- 
ing from  the  suggestions  of  some  patriotic  adviser, 
br  conscientious  broker,  who  wished  to  take  advan- 
tage of  his  credulity,  is  trumpeted  from  one  end  of 
the  country  to  the  other — hawked  but  in  newspa- 
pers, and  recorded  in  triumph  by  the  friends  of 
then-  country. 

What  then  remains  for  us,  sir?  Are  we  to  go  on 
in  thus  miserable  ricketty  mode  of  warfare  to  the 
end  of  time,  and  waste  our  x-esources  by  dribblets 
in  this  preposterous  economy — this  lady -like  for- 
bearance of  using  the  means  in  our  power?  or  are 
we  bv  one  manly  and  decisive  effort,  to  do  that  at 
once,  which  we  must  do  at  last,  or  submit  to  a most 
dishonourable  peace?  This  is  not  the  land  of  Col- 
chiS— you  cannot  sow  dragon  s’s  teeth  arid  reap 
armed  men;  you  must  resort  to  human  means — and 
all.  human  means,  hitherto  tried,  have  failed;  we 
must  therefore,  find  others,  or  we  must  crouch  and 
cr.mge,  and  say  to  the  enemy,  in  the  debased  and 
wlnnning-  language  of  cowardice,  “take  all  w§  have., 
but  spare  our  lives.” 

Sir,  as  a mean  of  raising  an  efficient  army,  I see 
no.tliing  unconstitutional  or  illegal  in  the  bill  before  j 


11s,  nor,  indeed,  any  very  extraordinary  hardship. — 
If  the  country  is  worth  defending,  and  I trust  some 
part  of  it,  at  least  will  be  considered  so,  there  ap- 
pears no  very  good  reason,  why  men  should  not  lie 
called  upon  to  perform  that  duty.  The  framers  of 
the  constitution  thought  so,  and  they  have  invested 
the  general  government  with  the  power  of  calling 
out  the  militia,  as  a sufficient  defence  against  any 
force  that  might  be  brought  against  us.  If,  sir,  this 
resource  is  withheld,  by  the  delicate  scruples  of 
some  state  authorities — if  pretence  or  construction, 
or  quibble  is  resorted  to — or  if  men  shelter  them- 
selves behind  an  ambiguity,  are  country,  the  lakes, 
and  our  honour  to  be  Sacrificed  in  consequence?  I 
hope  not — I trust  not — I am  sure  not.  I do  believe 
there  is  spirit  enough  in  this  house  to  resist  both 
foreign  and  domestic  imaginary  barriers  of  the  con- 
stitution, which  rather  seems  to  invite  the  aggres- 
sions of  the  enemy,  titan  to  afford  safety  to  those 
whom  this  very  constitution  was  intended  to  pro- 
tect. 

I say  imaginary  barriers,  because  I see  nothing  in 
the  constitution  which  opposes  this  classification. 
It  is  true,  sir,  I am  no  lawyer,  expert  in  legal  sub- 
telties,  and  equally  expert  in  applying  either  end  of 
the  glass  to  an  object,  as  it  siiits  his  purpose,  to  in- 
crease or  diminish  it.  But  there  is  one  rule  of  law, 
to  Which  I have  not  been  inattentive,  and  that  is,  to 
consult  the  intention  of  the  law  which  we  are  to 
expound;  What  was  the  intention  of  that  section 
of  the  constitution,  which  provides  for  calling  out 
the  militia;  in  short,  sir,  what  was  the  whole  object 
of  the  constitution  itself.  It  was  framed  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  combining  the  people  of  the  United 
States  into  a 'community,  for  mutual  defence.  If, 
therefore,  the  usual  resources  of  militia  is  insuffici- 
ent, we  resort  to  regular  enlistment;  and  if  #at 
tails,  what  are  we  to  do  but  try  other  more  efikT-nt 
means,  or  surrender  the  honor,  and  barter  the  in- 
terests of  the  country,  for  imaginary  constitutional 
scruples? 

Sir,  there  is  one  political  axiom  that  cannot  be 
controverted,  the  country  must  be  defended;  and 
whether  this  is  done  by  driving  the  enemy  to  a dis- 
tance, or  receiving  him  at  our  doors,  is  a matter  of 
policy,  and  not  of  conscience,  it  does  not  alter  the 
principle  one  single  hair’s  breadth.  For  my  part,  sir, 

I cannot  find  in  the  constitution  any  one  principle 
that  militates  against  classification,  any  more  than 
against  a draft  or  conscription,  as  some  gentlemen 
call  it.  If  there  was,  cases  might,  occur  even  then, 
to  justify  such  a measure,  as  indispensable  to  self- 
defence,  which,  while  that  necessity  lasts,  super- 
cedes all  other  laws  but  those  of  nature. 

But  it  appears  to  me,  that  sometimes  we  “strain 
at  a gnat  and  swallow  a camel.”  There  is  a funda-  ■ 
mental  principle  in  the  constitution,  w hich  requires 
the  minority,  to  submit  to  the  will  of  the  majority, 
constitutionally  expressed,  yet  some  in  our  country 
haye  forgotten  that — there  is  another,  that  “no  state 
shall  enter  into  a compact  with  another  state,”  some 
have  quite  forgotten  that — and  there  is  a sacred 
principle  of  union,  pervading  every  article  of  the 
constitution,  and  some  have  quite  forgotten  that. 

No!  Mr.  Speaker,  having  so  glorious  an 
inheritance,. equal  to  that  promised  land, 
that  the  Jews  were  forty  years  suffering  in 
the  wilderness  in  the  hope  of  obtaining,  is 
it  not  wonderful,  that  instead  of  devising 
ways  and  means,  for  defending  and  secur- 
ing the  precious  possession,  we  should  be 
seeking  for  quibbles,  to  render  useless  the 
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means  that  God  has  provided  for  its  de- 
fence? 

Sir,  we  hear  the  executive  of  the  United 
States  every  day  charged  with  incapacity 
in  carrying  on  the  war;  hut  how  could  we 
have  expected  any  thing  else,  when  we 
take  into  consideration,  the  situation  in 
which  he  has  been  placed?  Instead  of  pro- 
viding money  by  taxation,  we  chose  to  re- 
sort to  the  expedient  of  loaus,  and  sent  our 
government  out  borrowing,  until  they  re- 
turned pennyless.  The  eonsequeuce  has 
been,  that  instead  of  employing  their  time 
the  summer  past  in  devising  plans  how 
(hey  could  most  annoy  the  enemy,  they 
have  been  scuttling  with  national  penury — 
perplexed  to  know,  from  day  to  day,  how 
they  could  employ  to  the  best  advantage, 
their  stinted  means — how  they  could  exist 
from  hour  to  hour,  with  an  exhausted  trea- 
sury, and  a depreciated  credit.  It  is  vain 
to  expect  a well  conducted  war,  and  an  ef- 
ficient administration  unless  we  provide 
money  and  men  to  produce  both. 

SjLr,  geutlemen  talk  of  this  general  go- 
vernment as  if  it  were  a self-supported  su- 
perior being:  some  abstract  and  independ- 
ent power;  some  cloud  enthroned  Hercules, 
on  whom  we  are  to  depend  for  overcoming 
our  difficulties,  without  any  exertions  of 
our  own.  What  is  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  but  an  aggregate  of  the  phy- 
sical power  and  wealth  of  she  people  at 
Jarge?  It  iVom  those  it  derives  its 
strength  and  its  energy,  and  if  those  are 
withheld,  I,  for  one,  should  like  to  know 
what  means  gentlemen  would  propose  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  that  strength  and 
energy. 

Sir,  you  might  as  well  wither  this  arm 
by  some  powerful  spell,  and  stop  the  cur- 
rent of  blood  that  flows  in  these  veins,  and 
.th.en,  when  the  arm  was  rendered  power- 
jess,  and  the  heart  ceased  to  beat,  deride 
the  body  for  being  inert  and  motion- 
less. 

There  is  but  one  way  of  giving  energy  to 
a free  government  that  1 know  of,  and 
that  is,  by  being  liberal,  not  reckless,  of  the 
public  resources:  and  it  is  the  special  duty 
of  this  house,  charged  as  it  is  with  that 
distribution,  to  be  careful,  while  it  guards 
the  public  wealth  from  waste,  and  the  peo- 
ple of  this  free  country  from  oppression,  to 
give  to  the  government  the  means  of  being 
.strong  and  energetic. 

If  we  refuse  these  means,  the  gentlemen 
on  ihe  other  side,  who,  after  having  cla- 
moured for  taxes  as  they  did  for  war,  and 
afterwards  voted  against  both,  may,  if  they 
please,  charge  the  administration  with  not 
being  energetic!  they  may  attempt  to  lift 


the  load  of  responsibility  from  themselves, 
but  it  will  cling  to  them  with  the  pertina- 
city of  some  natural  deformity;  and  though 
they  may  perchance,  deceive  themselves, 
those  who  trace  ettccts  right  home  to  their 
true  causes,  will  point  to  this  house,  which 
with  a most  prodigal  economy,  refused  to 
bestow,  what  it  was  content  the  govern- 
ment should  borrow',  at  a rate  of  interest 
beyond  what  any  individual,  who  was  not 
desperate  in  fortune  and  reputation,  ever 
paid. 

1 came  not  here,  sir,  as  the  advocate  Qf 
any  administration  whatever,  but  as  an 
agent  from  the  part  of  the  country  1 repre- 
sent, to  promote,  according  to  the  best  of 
my  judgment,  the  public  good.  Still  1 think 
it  the  part  of  every  honest  man  to  vindi- 
cate the  rulers  of  his  free  choice,  when  he 
thinks  they  are  unjustly  calumniated. — 
Neither  do  I impeach  any  man’s  motives 
in  saying,  that  when  gentlemen  accuse  the 
executive  with  want  of  energy,  they  may 
as  well  go  a little  further  and  accuse  the 
body  of  not  taking  care  of  the  limbs,  w hen 
the  limbs  have  refused  to  do  their  office. 

It  is  this  mistaken,  tins  fatal  economy 
that  aecouls  for  the  ill  conduct  of  the  war, 
of  w hich  gentlemen  every  day,  and  on  all 
occasions  complain.  No  matter  what  may 
be  t lie  subject  before  us,  we  are  condemned 
on  every  question  to  hear  a repetition  ot 
the  same  arguments  The  clock  does  not 
strike,  or  the  eentinel  walk  his  rounds  more 
regnla  iy,  than  some  gentlemen  go  the  sing- 
song rounds  of  “unjust,  unnecessary  and 
unnatural  war.”  They  are  continually 
reminding  us  oi  the  unfortunate  cook,  who, 
for  w ant  of  a little  genius  to  diversify  his 
dinners,  every  day  served  up  the  same  dull 
round  of  “three  roasted  pigs,  three  butter- 
ed apple  pies.”  Whenever  they  are  asked 
for  men  or  money,  they  either  fly  out  into 
a passion,  and  scold  the  administration 
roundly,  or  they  resort  to  as  many  exeuses 
as  a miser  dunned  for  some  miserable 
pittance.  One  gentleman  will  uot  give  his 
money,  heeause  his  section  of  the  union  is 
not  represented  in  the  committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  Why,  sir,  this  is  the  first  time 
that  1 have  ever  heard  the  doctrine  of  the 
union  of  taxation,  and  representation,  har- 
rowed down  to  such  miserable  localities.— 
If  such  a principle  is  to  be  introduced  into 
this  house,  there  is  not  a measure  that  may 
not  be  opposed  on  the  ground.  Every  state 
must  be  represented  in  each  committee,  and 
the  jostling  of  local  interest,  local  preju- 
dices, and  local  partialities,  would  in  all 
probability,  most  effectually  prevent  any 
well  digested  report  from  ever  being  made 
to  this  house. 
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Sir,  it  is  here,  on  this  floor,  that  the  final 
decision  on  every  report  is  made,  and  so 
long  as  any  member  of  this  house  can  here 
freely  deliver  his  sentiments  and  utter  his 
objections,  in  language  that  suits  either 
the  suavity  or  malignity  of  his  own  dis- 
position, it  does  appear  to  me  a matter  of 
perfect  indifference,  whether  his  section  of 
the  union  is  represented  in  the  committee 
or  not. 

Sir,  1 repeat  again,  it  is  this  mistaken 
economy,  w hich  by  withholding  what  is  ne- 
cessary, renders  what  it  bestow^  almost 
useless,  that  accounts  for  the  alledged  bad 
conduct  of  the  wrar,  on  which  the  gentle- 
men dwell  with  such  wonderful  and  inces- 
sant pertinacity.  Not  having  money,  the 
government  could  not  procure  men;  and 
not  having  men,  they  could  not  undertake 
any  extensive  and  splendid  enterprize. — 
And  this,  iw  my  opinion,  is  all  the  bad  con- 
duct that  can  be  properly  charged  upon 
the  administration.  Even  thus  circumscrib- 
ed by  our  jealous  economy?  what  one  advan- 
tage has  the  enemy  gained,  except  the  soli- 
tary one  of  injuring  this  capital?  And  that 
in  a national  point  of  view,  as  effecting  the 
spirit  of  the  nation,  has  been  rather  a good 
than  an  evil.  Something  was  neeessary  to 
rouse  the  dormant  spirit  of  the  nation,  and 
this  has  effectually  done  it. 

But  even  this  disaster  is  to  be  attributed 
to  our  ow  n imprudence;  not  in  expending, 
but  withholding  the  public  resources.  The 
want  of  money,  so  imperiously  felt  at  the 
Treasury,  which  prevented  the  raising  of 
men,  prevented  the  possibility  of  having  a 
sufficient  force  ready  to  repel  the  enemy 
at  every  avenue  of  attack:  it  prevented  the 
erecting  of  necessary  fortifications  at  every 
vulnerable  point;  and  it  prevented  the  doing 
any  thing,  until  the  dangers  of  the  moment 
called  the  attention  of  the  government  to 
act. 

Unable  to  obtain  means  for  expenditures, 
that  were  absolute  in  their  demand,  such  as 
the  subsistence  of  troops;  the  supplying 
arms,  ammunition,  ordnance, cloathing,  &c. 
for  those  already  employed,  and  for  erect- 
ing fortifications  where  it  was  conceived 
they  were  immediately  wanted,  those  con- 
tingencies that  were  apparently  remote, 
were  not  taken  into  consideration:  They 
were  of  necessity,  neglected;  and  hence 
the  opportunity  given  to  the  enemy  to  make 
an  incursion  into  this  place;  and  here  we 
are  to  look  for  the  cause  of  the  ipefficiency 
of  the  present  administration.  We  did  not 
provide,  in  time,  the  means  to  enable  them 
to  be  efficient;  and  any  administration  would 
have  been  inefficient  under  similar  circum- 
stances. 


] urge  these  remarks  on  this  House,  con- 
sidering it  a thinking,  reflecting  body;  a 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  government,  and 
equally  bound  with  the  Executive,  in  the 
laws  that  are  framed,  to  consult  the  inter- 
est, and  promote  the  safety  of  the  people. 
When  therefore,  we  accuse  the  Executive 
of  not  performing  what  we  did  not  afford 
him  the  means  to  perform,  we  either  treat 
him  unjustly,  or  we  virtually  declare  our- 
selves mere  automatons,  to  be  directed  by 
his  w ill;  which  is,  notoriously  not  the  case. 
Sir,  let  us  try  to  do  better  in  future.  Let 
us  provide  ample  means  to  insure  success — 
and  then,  and  not  till  then,  can  we  hold 
the  Executive  responsible  for  disaster  and 
disgrace. 

Sir,  this  is  not  a time  to  talk,  but  to 
afet.  When  our  army  is  composed  of  a mere 
handful  of  men,  and  our  treasury  empty,  so 
that  it  cannot  provide  for  this  gallant 
handful;  w hen  an  enemy,  powerful  and  ac- 
tive, is  beating  against  our  shores,  like  the 
strong  wave  of  the  ocean;  when  everything 
is  at  stake;  when  personal  safety,  proper- 
ty, and  every  thing  valuable,  and  every 
thing  dear  to  us,  lie  all  exposed  to  the  mer- 
cy of  momentary  events;  and  when  in  the 
language  of  scripture,  we  may  emphati- 
cally say,  “we  know  not  what  a day  may 
bring  forth,’’  surely,  such  is  not  the  mo- 
ment for  parsimonious  feelings  in  raising 
taxes,  or  for  forced  constructions,  to  defeat 
the  means  for  raising  men.  If  we  are  par- 
simonious now,  the  next  year  every  thing 
is  to  be  done  over  again — the  same  expense 
is  to  be  repeated,  and  the  same  result  en- 
sues. Sir,  this  is  the  way  to  exhaust  a coun- 
try, without  producing  one  single  good.  It 
renders  her  sacrifices  of  no  avail — it  is  of- 
fering up  victims  without  a hope  that  the 
offering  will  be  accepted;  it  is  bleeding  a 
little  every  day,  till  the  patient  is  exhaust- 
ed, while  the  disease  remains. 

Mr.  Troup’s  Speech 

ON  THE  ARMY  BILLS, 

IN  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  WHOLE. 

Mr.  Troup  said,  that  the  bill  before 
them  being  a bill  from  the  Senate,  which 
had  toot  been  referred  to  the  military  com- 
mittee, but  which  had  been  taken  up  on 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  the  military  com- 
mittee, as  such,  were  strangers  to  its  pro- 
visions. It  was  not  to  be  expected,  there- 
fore, that  he  could  give  to  the  house  an  ex- 
position of  its  principles  and  details.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  was  no 
doubt  prepared  to  do  so;  for  himself,  Mr. 
T.  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  measure  of 
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the  senate,  and  would  therefore  move  10 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill;  it 
would  try  the  principle.  The  measure  of 
the  senate,  he  humbly  conceived,  was  ina- 
dequate to  the  object.  It  proposed  to  give 
a militia  force,  when  you  wanted  not  a 
militia  but  a regular  force.  He  respectfully 
trusted  to  the  house,  in  considering  this 
subject,  the  propriety  of  endeavouring,  in 
the  first  place,  to  establish  the  principle  on 
which  they  would  rest  their  military  mea- 
su  • es  for  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war; 
whether  it  were  the  principle  of  classifica- 
tion and  draft . or  classification  and  penalty ; 
whether  the  principle  proposed  by  the  Se- 
nate, or  any  other  principle,  they  could  not, 
he  humbly  conceived,  arrive  at  any  conclu- 
sion satisfactory  to  the  house, or  useful  aud 
honourable  to  the  country,  without  adopt- 
ing this  mode  of  proceeding.  Having  es- 
tablished the  principle,  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  or  a select  committee,  might 
consider  the  details. 

Mr.  I\  said  tie  very  well  knew  that  man- 
kind were  governed  by  their  hopes  and 
fears:  more  by  their  hopes  than  their  fears, 
and  he  was  not  insensible  of  the  effect 
which  the  dispatches  received  yesterday, 
from  our  ministers  at  Ghent  might  have  on 
the  measures  under  consideration.  He 
should  be  very  sorry  if  the  effect  would  be 
to  induce  the  legislature  to  discontinue  or 
relax  the  preparations  necessary  for  a vig- 
orous prosecution  of  the  war.  If  such 
should  be  the  effect,  the  enemy  might  have 
good  reason  to  exult  in  the  success  of  a di- 
plomatic trick  played  off  at  Ghent,  which, 
Itiiluig  us  into  a false  security,  would  enable 
him  to  strike  us  at  the  opening  of  the  next 
campaign,  unarmed  and  unprepared.  If 
lie  should  be  able  to  do  so,  he  would  begin 
to  consider  himself  a match  for  the  Yankees 
in  cunning,  and  we  would  repent  when  it 
was  too  late.  Mr.  T.  said  he  did  not  mean 
to  say  we  would  not  have  peace;  politics 
were  too  uncertain  to  justify  such  a decla- 
ration; we  may  have  peace  in  a few  weeks. 
He  only  meant  to  say,  that  calculations 
founded  on  events  which  may  happen  at 
Ghent  or  at  Vienna,  and  which  would  in- 
duce the  legislature  to  relax  in  the  neces- 
sary preparations  for  the  next  campaign, 
ought  not  to  be  indulged;  measures  ought 
to  be  taken,  not  on  a supposition  of  speedy 
peace,  but  of  protracted  war.  If  peace 
happened,  the  preparation  for  war  would 
do  no  harm.  If  peace  did  not  happen,  the 
want  of  preparation  w ould  do  much  harm; 
it  might  lose  the  next  campaign,  and  losing 
the  next  campaign,  might  lose  the  objects 
of  the  war.  1 only  suggest  therefore,  sir, 
that  it  is  wise  and  prudent  to  act  as  if  the 


; negotiations  at  Ghent  w'ould  certatnly  fail. 
In  submitting,  sir,  to  the  committee,  the 
few  observations  with  which  I intend  to 
trouble  them,  on  this  motion,  I will  en- 
deavor to  satisfy  them,  that  the  measure 
proposed  by  the  Senate  ought  not  to  be 
taken,  because  it  places  our  reliance  for  a 
successful  prosecution  of  the  war,  on  irreg- 
ular militia;  whereas  our  reliance  ought  to 
be  placed  on  disciplined  troops,  and  that 
some  other  measure  therefore  ought  to  be 
resorted  to — some  measure  calculated  to 
fill  the  regular  ranks  and  augment  the  reg- 
ular establishment. 

In  making  provision  for  the  further  pro- 
secution of  the  war,  there  would  be  but  one 
I object  common  to  all — To  bring  the  war  to 
a speedy  and  honorable  termination,  by  all 
the  means  in  the  pow  er  of  the  Legislature. 
At  least  it  would  be  an  object  common  to 
i every  genuine  American,  because  every 
American  had  an  interest  in  it.  The  war 
was  a war  for  the  country,  and  the  result 
of  it,  whatever  it  might  be,  whether  glo- 
rious or  inglorious,  would  determine  the 
character  of  the  country  and  government. 
If  glorious,  every  American,  without  dis- 
• tinction  of  party,  would  participate  in 
j that  glory;  if  inglorious,  every  American, 
! without  distinction  of  party,  would  partiei- 
i pate  in  the  infamy  of  it.  He  knew  very 
well  that  certain  gentlemen  had  said,  the 
war  was  a party  war,  a war  for  the  admin- 
istration— but  gentlemen  would  find  ere 
long  their  mistake.  They^will  find  that 
Europe,  the  civilized  world,  who  will 
alone  be  competent  to  pass  judgment  upon 
this  subject,  will  not  stoop  to  enquire  by 
what  party  in  America  this  war  was  de- 
clared— by  what  party  it  was  prosecuted— 
by  what  party  brought  to  its  termination. 
No,  sir,  they  will  look  to  the  result,  and 
to  the  result  only,  and  as  that  result  is  glo- 
rious or  inglorious  for  the  country,  so  will 
they  determine  the  character  of  this  coun- 
try and  government.  Every  American, 
therefore,  is  interested  to  bring  the  war  to 
an  honorable  termination  by  all  the  means  in 
his  power.  But  how  is  this  to  be  done?  I 
answer,  in  the  spirit  and  language  of  per- 
fect simplicity,  by  endeavoring  to  create  * 
motive  in  the  enemy  to  discontinue  the  con- 
test. But  how  is  this  to  be  effected?  I an- 
| swer  in  the  same  spirit  and  language,  by 
| endeavoriug  to  wound  him  where  he  is  vul- 
nerable. The  enemy  is  vulnerable  in  two 
points — in  his  commerce  on  the  ocean-^-in 
! das  territorial  possessions  neighboring  to 
us.  If  by  any  possibility  (which  I do  not 
admit)  he  should  succeed  so  effectually  to 
blockade  our  ports  and  harbors  as  to  shut 
up  completely  our  public  and  private  arm- 
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ed  vessels,  he  will  cease  to  be  vulnerable 
in  his  commerce;  he  will  remain  vulnera- 
ble in  his  territorial  possessions  only. — 
There,  sir,  I would  carry  the  war  without 
hesitation;  there  I would  endeavor  to  cre- 
ate a motive  in  him  to  discontinue  the  con- 
test. In  proportion  as  he  values  his  terri- 
tory, in  the  same  proportion  will  he  make 
sacrifices  to  preserve  it;  as  you  endanger 
the  existence  of  his  territory,  in  the  same 
degree^  will  be  his  motive  to  discontinue 
the  war  to  preserve  it.  That  he  sets  a 
high  value  on  his  territories  you  have  the 
strongest  evidence.  He  has  already  made 
great  exertions  to  preserve  them;  he  has 
been  able  to  preserve  them,  only  because 
you  have  not  made  great  efforts  to  con- 
quer them.  You  never  will  conquer  them 
hy  taking  the  measure  of  the  Senate.  Will 
any  man  believe  we  can  induce  the  enemy 
to  discontinue  the  war  by  manning  the  lines 
of  our  frontiers — standing  on  the  defensive 
—receiving  and  repelling  his  blows  as  well 
as  we  can?  No,  sir-— so  far  from  inducing 
the  enemy  to  abandon  the  contest,  this 
mode  of  prosecuting  the  war  would  only 
increase  his  motive  to  continue  it,  whilst 
the  motive  ou  our  part  to  continue  it  would 
be  daily  and  hourly  increasing.  A dishon- 
orable peace  would  terminate  the  contest 
— a surrender  of  our  independence  would 
terminate  it — nothingelse  could.  I would 
therefore  carry  the  war  into  the  enemy’s 
country,  and  w ith  a force  enabling  you  to 
wound  him  there.  But  the  military  force 
of  the  enemy  has  been  greatly,  augmented. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  speak  of  the  events  by 
which  this  augmentation  has  been  brought 
about— -it  is  sufficient  that  we  know  and 
feel  it;  ordinary  prudence  requires  that 
your  own  military  force  be  augmented;  not 
merely  in  the  same  proportion — in  a much 
greater  proportion,  because,  all  other 
things  being  equal,  he  has  one  decided  ad~ 
vantage  over  you — an  advantage  whitlh 
we  can  neither  destroy  nor  remove — I 
mean  the  command  of  the  ocean,  by  w hieh 
he  compels  you  to  stand  upon  the  defensive 
on  a line  of  frontier  of  2000  miles,  and  to 
defend  that  line  with  100,000  men  against 
10,000  afioat.  He  comes,  no  man  can  tell 
when , no  man  can  tell  where;  and  to  he 
prepared  at  all,  he  compels  you  to  be  pre- 
pared at  all  points.  1 gay,  therefore,  your 
augmentationought  to  be  in  much  greater 
proportion  than  his  augmentation.  But 
what  description  of  our  military  force  will 
you  augment.  Sir,  if  after  what  has  hap- 
pened, I could  for  a moment  believe  there 
could  be  any  doubt  or  hesitation  upon  this 
point,  1 would  consider  every  thing  (is  lost; 
then,  indeed,  w'ould  there  be  an  end  of  hope 


and  of  confidence — then,  indeed,  would 
the*-£  he  nothing  before  us  but  gloom  and 
despondency,  and  the  horror  of  despair.— 
But  you  will  not  doubt — you  will  place 
your  reliance  on  a disciplined,  regular 
force — upon  a regular  disciplined  fore* 
alone  can  you  rely  for  success.  It  matters 
not  whether  you  determine  to  conduct  the 
war  offensively  or  defensively;  if  you  de- 
termine to  prosecute  it  offensively,  you 
ought  to  rely  mainly  on  a regular  force — 
because,  to  be  successful,  you  must  meet 
and  beat  in  the  open  field,  the  regular  vet- 
eran troops  of  Europe.  Notone  step  cau 
you  advance  in  the  conquest  of  Canada, 
until  you  are  prepared  to  do  this.  This 
can  only  be  done  by  regular  disciplined 
troops.  If  you  determine  to  prosecute  the 
war  defensively,  you  ought  to  rely  niiwnly 
on  regular  troops;  for  you  must  expect  to 
meet  and  to  repel  regular  disciplined  troops 
— and  this  can  he  done  most  effectually 
with  regular  disciplined  troops.  It  will 
he  done  not  only  more  effectually , but  more 
economically ; not  only  more  economically , 
but  more  conveniently  for  the  country.  It 
will  save  the  militia  of  the  country,  and 
in  saving  the  militia  it  will  save  the  ac- 
tive industry  of  the  country — it  will  save 
of  course  the  product  of  that  industry;  the 
product  of  that  industry  is.  national  wealth 
—it  will  save  the  national  wealth.  But 
not  only  do  these  considerations  urge  you, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  to  resort  to  all  the 
means  within  your  power  to  fill  the  ranks 
and  augment  the  regular  establishment; 
other  considerations  call  upon  you  to  make 
the  army  as  respectable  in  number  as  it  is 
already  in  character — considerations  grow- 
ing out  of  that  character.  An  army,  lit- 
tle better  than  two  years  old,  collected  has- 
tily from  the  plough,  the  loom  and  the 
work-shops — without  discipline,  without 
even  the  rudiments  of  the  military  science 
— the  officer  to  be  instructed,  that  he  might 
be  qualified  to  instruct  the  soldier — this 
army  has  performed  deeds  of  heroism  and 
of  gallant  daring,  that  would  have  done 
honor  to  the  best  days  of  Greece  and  Rome 
— that  will  adorn  the  page  of  your  own 
history.  It  is  true  that  this  army  has  not 
from  the  beginning  every  where  triumph- 
ed; it  is  true  it  has  not  from  the  beginning 
carried  every  thing  before  it:  it  had  not 
strength — it  had  not  numbers.  But  this 
much  may  he  said  of  it,  and  with  truth, 
that  from  the  beginning  to  this  moment,  it 
has  in  no  one  instance  dishonored  the 
standard  which  it  bore;  unless,  indeed,  a 
solitary  instance  may  be  appealed  to  as  an 
exception— an  instance  as  yet  of  doubtful 
and  undecided  eharaeter.  More  recently 
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its  triumphs  have  been  more  brilliant;  in 
the  open  tield,  man  to  man,  it  has  vanquish- 
ed the  conquerors  of  the  eonquerors  ot  Eu- 
rope. Who  can  hesitate,  therefore,  (the 
Witr  continuing)  to  make  this  army  as  res- 
pectable in  number  as  it  is  already  in  cha- 
racter, to  enable  it  to  continue  these  tri- 
umphs. The  bill  from  the  Senate,  instead 
of  proposing  this*  proposes  to  authorize 
the  President  to  call  upon  the  states  for 
eighty  thousand  ran  militia;  and  this  is  to 
be  our  reliance  for  the  successful  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war.  Take  my  word  for  it,  sir, 
that  if  you  do  rely  upon  it,  the  military 
power  of  the  enemy  continuing  undivided, 
defeat,  disaster  and  disgrace  must  follow; 
as  an  auxiliary  nr  secondary  force  the  mi- 
litia may  he  relied  on,  as  principal  in  a 
contest  with  regular  troops,  never.  But 
the  state  of  the  army.  Upon  this  part  of 
the  subject,  sir,  J will  say  nothing,  because 
I can  say  nothing  that  you  are  not  already 
in  possession  of.  You  have  authorized  a 
force  of  sixty  odd  thousand  men;  you  have 
raised  thirty  odd  thousand;  you  have  a de- 
ficiency of  twenty  odd  thousand  to  supply; 
these  thirty  odd  thousand  meu  already 
raised  are  distributed  over  a line  of  4,000 
miles  of  frontier;  is  it  any  wonder,  then, 
Mr.  .Speaker,  that  Canada  has  not  been 
conquered.  No,  sir,  the  wonder  is  not 
that  Canada  has  not  been  conquered;  the 
wonder  is  that  this  little  army  has  been 
able  to  keep  its  ground:  the  enemy  has 
been  stronger  in  regular  troops  at  all  points 
from  the  beginning,  and  the  very  annuncia- 
tion of  this  fact  is  enough  to  cover  our  lit- 
tle army  with  glory.  You  have  a deficien- 
cy of  twenty  odd  thousand  to  supply;  how 
will  you  supply  it?  Assuredly  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  will  not  supply  it;  will 
the  mode  heretofore  resorted  to  supply  it. 
Will  the  recruiting  system  supply  it?  No, 
sir,  the  recruiting  system  has  failed;  1 
m.ean  it  has  failed  to  fill  your  ranks. — 
What  are  the  facts  upon  this  subject;  they 
are,  that  2,000,000  of  dollars  have  been  ap- 
plied since  January  last,  and  13,000  men 
have  been  enlisted;  this  it  may  be  said  is 
doing  very  well.  So  it  is,  but  what  is  the 
general  result?  The  general  result  is,  that 
our  army  is  very  little  stronger  now,  than 
it  was  this  time  last  year,  and  in  testing 
the  operation  of  the  system,  it  is  to  the  ge- 
neral result  we  must  look.  At  the  rate  of 
13,000  men  per  annum*  it  would  take  five 
years  to  raise  the  authorized  force;  the  re- 
cruiting system  therefore  has  failed,  it  has 
failed  to  fall  our  ranks.  I do  not  mean  to 
say,  sir,  that  the  recruiting  system,  with 
the  present  high  bounty  and  encourage- 
ment would  not  eventually  fill  our  ranks; 


1 am  not  disposed  to  say  that  it  would  not 
(provided  the  pow  er  of  the  enemy  had  con- 
tinued broken  and  divided  by  the  troubles 
of  the  continent)  have  answered  our  pur- 
pose: but  I do  say,  that  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, and  ior  our  present  purpose, 
the  recruiting  system  ought  not  to  be  relied 
on,  it  cannot  be  relied  on  to  fill  our  ranks 
by  the  opening  of  the  next  campaign,  and 
to  risk  the  loss  of  the  next  campaign  is  to 
risk  the  loss  of  every  thing.  But  is  there* 
no  mode  to  w hich  you  can  resort  for  filling 
the  ranks  but  Voluntary  enlistment?  I 
would  be  extremely  sorry  if  we  could  not. 
I have  always  thought  this  government, 
w hen  administered  in  the  true  spirit  of  tho 
constitution,  the  strongest  government  in 
the  world,  even  for  the  purposes  of  war; 
but  if  the  doctrine  set  up  of  late  be  true, 
this  is  the  weakest  and  most  contemptible 
government  on  earth,  it  is  neither  fit  for 
war  or  peace,  it  has  failed  of  all  the  ends 
for  which  governments  are  established;  it 
cannot  be  true  that  this  government, 
charged  with  th e general  defence,  author- 
ized to  declare  war  and  to  raise  armies  can 
have  but  one  mode  of  raising  armies, 
whilst  every  other  government  that  has 
ever  existed  has  had  an  absolute  power 
over  the  population  of  the  country  for  this 
purpose,  and  has  actually  exercised  it;  but 
this  question  is  not  properly  before  the 
house,  and  f will  not  go  into  an  argument 
to  shew  that  you  can,  like  other  govern- 
ments, resort  to  other  modes  of  raising 
armies  than  that  of  voluntary  enlistment: 
that  you  can  resort  to  classifiction  and 
draft,  to  classification  and  penalty,  or  any 
other  inode  which  a sound  discretion  may, 
in  a particular  state  of  the  country,  dictate 
and  justify.  Ail  I intend  to  say  at  present 
is,  that  you  have  an  absolute  power  over 
the  population  of  the  country  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  that  in  the  present  state  of  the 
country,  it  is  wiser  to  resort  to  classifica- 
tion and  draft  than  to  resort  to  the  bill 
‘from  the  Senate;  the  one  will  give  the  men 
I certainly  and  expeditiously,  the  other  will 
not. 

j But,  sir,  compare  the  measures  of  the 
j Senate  w ith  the  measures  proposed  by  your 
own  committee  and  which  are  before  you. 

I The  measure  of  the  Senate  proposes  to 
j authorize  the  President  to  call  out  80,000 
militia  for  two  years,  and  this  is  called 
a remedy  for  the  evil  of  state — now,  sir, 
'the  evil  of  state  as  1 understand  it,  is  not 
| the  want  of  a militia  force,  hut  the  w ant 
of  a regular  force.  The  evil  of  which  the 
country  complains,  of  which  the  govern- 
ment complains,  of  which  the  militia  thfem- 
| selves  complain  most  grievously,  is  tiia 
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number  of  militia  in  service;  the  incessant 
harassment,  vexation  and  oppression  of 
‘.be  militia,  and  the  extraordinary  and  bur- 
thensome  expense  of  that  particular  ser- 
vice. As  a remedy  for  this  grievance,  the 
Senate  proposes  to  detach  80,000  militia. 
The  President  has  at  command,  and  has 
always  had  at  command,  a million  of  mi- 
litia; and  in  this  extraordinary  crisis  of 
our  affairs,  when  pressed  by  a formidable 
enemy,  and  surrounded  with  difficulties, 
the  remedy  proposed  by  the  Senate  is 
80,000  milita,  w hich  it  must  be  admitted 
on  all  hands  can  be  no  better,  for  at  least 
the  next  campaign,  than  raw  militia  called 
out  in  the  ordinary  way.  But  the  bill  pro- 
poses to  furnish  regular  troops. — How?  by 
holding  up  iw  terrorem  a militia  classifica- 
tion and  draft.  Exempting  every  three 
classes  which  shall  furnish  two  regular 
soldiers,  from  the  liability  to  furnish  three 
milili^-men.  Do  the  friends  of  this  mea- 
sure believe — will  they  with  any  degree  of 
confidence  assert,  that  it  will  have  the  ef- 
fect, even  partially,  to  fill  the  ranks?  I 
think  not— -and  suppose  it  should  fail  to 
furnish  regular  soldiers,  what  will  be  our 
condition  in  the  months  of  July  and  Au- 
gust next?  Much  worse,  sir,  than  our  con- 
dition in  the  months  of  July  and  August 
last.  The  war  continuing,  the  power  of 
the  enemy  unbroken,  our  coudition  will  be 
desparate.  The  regular  force  every  day 
falling  oft’,  (for  be  it  remembered  these 
80,000  militia  will  be  withdrawn  from  the 
operations  of  the  recruiting  service)  we 
shall  have  to  oppose  to  the  enemy  a rem- 
nant of  regular  troops,  and  these  80,000 
raw  militia — and  who  will  answer  for  the 
consequences?  In  the  months  of  August 
and  September  last,  we  had  in  the  field 
the  regular  army  and  upw  ards  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  militia,  and  we  no  where 
found  ourselves  too  strong.  I't  is  true,  the 
Senate  proposed  to  improve  the  recruit- 
ing system — an  improvement  which  two 
years  ago  this  house  proposed  to  the  Sen- 
ate, but  which  the  Senate  then  thought 
proper  to  reject.  I mean  the  enlistment 
of  young  men  between  the  ages  of  eigh- 
een  and  twenty-one.  But  if  these  80SQ00 
militia  for  two  years  should  happen  to  be, 
as  they  are  likely  to  be,  that  very  descrip- 
tion of  population  upon  which  this  system 
would  otherwise  operate, what  hope  can  be 
entertained  that  the  recruiting  system  even 
with  its  improvements  will  be  as  produc- 
tive the  next  year  as  the  last.  1 humbly 
conceive,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  measure 
of  the  Senate,  proceeding  from  the  best 
intentions,  will  fail  in  the  accomplishment 


of  our  object.  I conceive,  with  much  def- 
erence to  the  House,  that  the  measures  re- 
ported by  (heir  own  committee  are  much  to 
be  preferred.  They  propose,  1st,  to  aug- 
ment the  regular  establishment  to  one  hun- 
dred thousand  men.  2ndly,  to  authorize 
the  President  to  accept  under  liberal  en- 
couragements the  services  of  volunteer 
corps.  3dly,  to  authorize  the  President 
to  receive  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  state  troops,  which  may  be  raised 
to  serve  in  lieu  of  the  militia  in  such  states. 
The  principle  of  the  system  is,  to  substi- 
tute, as  far  as  we  are  able,  a regular  force 
for  a militia  force,  as  more  efficient , more 
economical , and,  for  the  militia  themselves, 
more  convenient — and  100,000  regulars 
would  take  the  place  of  200,000  militia — 

200.000  militia  would  cost  as  much  as 

300.000  regulars.  If  we  can  command  an 
hundred  thousand  regular  troops,  it  may 
notwithstanding  be  necessary,  on  particu- 
lar emergencies,  to  resort  to  the  militia. 
To  enable  the  government  still  further  to 
spare  the  militia,  volunteers  are  authorized. 
They  will  also  be  mbre  efficient  than  ordi- 
nary militia.  It  is  impossible  to  say  to 
what  extent  these  corps  will  offer  them- 
selves— to  whatever  extent  the  govern- 
ment is  enabled  to  avail  itself  of  their  ser- 
vices, to  the  same  extent  will  the  militia 
be  saved.  If  government  should  derive  no 
aid  from  this  scource,  it  has  another  re- 
source in  state  troops — They  also  will 
take  the  place  of  the  militia.  The  mili- 
tia will  still  continue  the  bulwark  of  the 
country.  Whenever  the  existence  of  the 
country  shall  be  endangered,  it  is  the  mili- 
tia that  must  save  it.  The  system  propo- 
ses to  relieve  them  from  the  constant  har- 
assment of  which  they  complain,  and  just- 
ly complain.  To  raise  the  regular  troops, 
you  have  the  alternative  proposed  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  or  the  committee.  The 
plan  of  the  Secretary  of  War  is  the  only 
effectual  one.  If  we  have  energy  and  spi- 
rit to  take  it,  it  will  fill  our  ranks  and  aug- 
ment our  regular  establishment  certainly 
and  expeditiously.  The  people  wdll  justi- 
fy the  measure,  because  they  will  feel  that 
it  is  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
honour,  the  character  and  independence  of 
the  country.  The  plan  of  the  committee, 
though  less  efficient,  is,  in  my  humble  opin- 
ion, better  than  that  of  the  Senate.  Where 
it  fails  to  give  you  men  it  will  give  you  mo- 
ney. It  will  be  certain  to  give  some  men 
and  some  money.  I hope  the  House  will 
agree  to  strike  out  the  section. 
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House  of  Representatives. 

October  10, 1814. 

The  President’s  Message,  enclosing  the 
letters  from  our  Commissioners,  ^publish- 
ed in  our  last]  having  been  read,  Mr.  For - 
syth  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  and  that  5000 
copies  be  priuted  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers. 

Mr. Hanson,  of  Md.  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  inserting  10.000  copies  in  the 
place  of  3.000.  He  said  he  was  persuad- 
ed the  information  communicated  in  the 
Message  had  awakened  but  one  feeling 
throughout  the  House,  and  stamped  the 
same  impression  on  every  member.  It 
had  always  been  his  opinion  that  it  be- 
came not  this  government  to  stand  on  idle 
frivolous  etiquette,  but  to  speak  to  the  en- 
emy, ii  indeed  we  desire  to  convert  him  to 
a friend,  to  speak  to  him  fraukly,  plainly 
and  directly,  to  the  end  that  all  ground  for 
his  doubting  our  sincerity  might  be  remov- 
ed. He  trusted  that  it  would  appear  that 
our  Commissioners  had  been  instructed  so 
to  speak,  aDd  that  they  had  so  spoken.  If 
th  ii  on  fair  and  honorable  terms  proposed, 
England  should  have  denied  us  peace — if 
other  and  new  claims  had  been  set  up — if 
she  has  attempted  to  annex  degrading  and 
humiliating  conditions — if  she  has  presum- 
ed to  trench  upon  our  ascertained  rights  as 
hitherto  acknowledged  and  enjoyed — from 
that  moment  Mr.  H’s  determination  had 
long  since  been  formed  to  unite  in  support- 
ing the  most  vigorous  system  of  honorable 
war,  with  the  hope  of  bringing  the  enemy 
to  a sense  of  justice.  Mr.  H.  was  satis- 
fied that  nothing  more  was  necessary  to 
make  the  war  national,  than  to  Convince 
the  people  that  an  honest  and  fair  effort 
had  been  made  to  obtain  peace,  and  it  had 
been  denied  upon  terms  mutually  honora- 
ble. From  that  moment  it  ceased  to  be  a 
party  war,  and  of  necessity  beeame  nation- 
al. Mr.  H.  said  he  too  well  knew  the  par- 
ty with  which  it  had  been  his  pride  and 
happiness  to  act,  to  doubt  of  1 heir  deter- 
mining  to  bear  a just  share  of  the  sacrifices 
to  be  incurred  in  defending  the  honor  of 
the  natiou  in  a war  that  becomes  just. — 
Forgetting,  as  far  as  possible , their  objec- 
tions to  the  administration — stifling  their 
complaints  as  far  as  might  be,  against  the 
party  that  supports  it,  sacrificing  ail  minor 
considerations,  endeavoring  to  bury  in  ob- 
livion the  numerous  wrongs  inflicted  up- 
on their  party;  omitting,  to  every  proper 
extent,  a retrospect  of  the  past,  and  look- 
ing to  the  present  and  the  future,  for  the 
purpose  of  staunching  the  bleeding  wounds 
of  their  country,  they  would  stand  forth  in 


this  her  hour  of  peril,  in  asserting  and 
maintaining  her  established  rights  and 
honor.  But,  sir,  said  Ml*.  H.  while  wo 
have  ever  been  ready  to  sacrifice  our  poli- 
tical feelings  upon  the  altar  of  our  coun- 
try, the  sacred  duty  we  owe  to  it  will  re- 
quire of  us  never  to  cease  insisting  on  a re- 
form in  the  measures  of  the  government, 
aci!  the  choice  of  honorable  and  enlighten- 
ed men,  competent  to  conduct  its  affairs  in 
a crisis  so  awful.  Unfortunately  for  th© 
country,  the  character  of  the  men  who  now 
directed  its  destinies  was  not  of  this  des- 
cription, nor  did  they  possess  the  confi- 
dence of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Oakley  of  N.  Y.  said  that  it  was  not 
necessary  for  him  on  this  occasion  to  reit- 
erate the  sentiments  of  his  hon.  friend, 
Mr.  Hanson.  His  friend,  he  was  confi- 
dent, had  expressed  the  feelings  and  opin- 
ions of  those  gentlemen  with  w hom  he  was 
accustomed  to  act,  on  the  nature  and  char- 
acter of  the  demands  and  pretensions  of 
the  British  government,  as  developed  ia 
the  despatches  just  read  to  the  House.  Ho 
did  not  hesitate,  in  the  fullest  manner,  to 
declare,  that  those  demands  and  preten- 
sions were  utterly  inadmissible  under  any 
circumstances  But,  Mr.  O.  said,  while  ho 
made  this  declaration,  and  while  he  felt, 
in  common  with  all  gentlemen,  the  convie- 
tiou  that  there  could  be  but  one  sentiment 
in  the  nation,  as  to  the  necessity  of  resist- 
ing, by  all  the  meaus  in  our  power,  the  un- 
just and  arrogant  claims  of  the  enemy,  he 
felt  bound  to  remark,  that  he  could  never 
forget  by  whom  and  upon  what  grounds  the 
nation  had  been  involved  in  this  W’ar — up- 
on the  issue  of  which  were  now  staked  the 
essential  rights  and  honor  of  the  country. 
The  character  given  by  the  enemy  to  the 
war,  had  put  to  hazard  these  rights  and 
that  honor,  and  they  must  now  be  vindicat- 
ed at  an  incalculable  expense  of  treasure 
and  blood.  Mr.  O.  said  it  was  notorious, 
that,  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  a 
greai  portion  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try thought  it  rash  and  unnecessary,  if 
the  administration  had  been  willing  to 
make  peace  on  terms  which  could  be  ex- 
pected to  unite  the  approbation  of  the  na- 
tion, they  must  have  been  prepared  to  a- 
bandoti  some  of  the  grounds  on  which  it 
had  been  declared.  Their  conduct  in  th© 
late  negotiation  could  not  be  properly  es- 
timated until  the  instructions  to  our  com- 
missioners are  laid  before  the  House.— 
This,  Mr.  O.  said  he  perceived  was  to  be 
done.  It  would  then  appear  how  far  they 
had  thought  it  important  to  maintain  the 
grounds  ou  which  they  had  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient to  commence  a war— th©  conclu- 
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sion  of  which  was  not  now  within  their 
control,  and  appeared  to  be  removed  to  a 
hopeless  distance. 

Mr.  O.  said  it  was  indispensable  to  the 
safety  of  the  nation  that  its  affairs  at  this 
awful  crisis  should  be  committed  to  the 
management  of  men  who  could  reasonably 
be  expected  to  unite  the  confidence  of  the 
nation — and  who,  when  they  had  compell- 
ed the  enemy  to  abandon  his  unjust  and  in- 
sulting pretensions,  would  not  throw  new 
obstacles  in  the  w ay  of  peace  by  setting  up 
any  unwarrantable  claims  on  our  part  — 
He  would  tell  gentlemen  in  sober  earnest- 
ness, that  a war,  which,  to  be  successful, 
must  be  waged  by  the  united  means  and 
vigor  of  the  nation,  could  never  be  con- 
ducted to  an  honorable  issue  by  a party 
administration . 

Besides  the  above  remarks  of  Mr.  Han- 
son and  Mr.  Oakley,  which  are  reported 
with  critical  correctness, 

A few  remarks  were  made  by  Mr  For- 
syth, of  Geo.  and  Mr.  Wright,  of  Md.  t he 
first  acquiescing  in  Mr.  Hanson’s  motion, 
and  the  second  approving  the  spirit  of  the 
remarks  of  his  colleague,  Mr.  Hanson. 

The  motion  to  print  10*000  was  agreed  to. 

[The  following1,  communicated  by  a friend  at  Mo- 
bile, was  received  too  late  for  insertion  among 
the  other  like  sketches;  but  it  is  due  to  the  me- 
mory of  the  brave  man  to  whom  it  relates,  that 
it  shall  have  a place  in  this  Supplement.] 

BIOGHAPHY 

OF  THE  LATE 

LT.  COL.  JAMES  LAUDERDALE, 

Of  Gen.  Coffee’s  brigade  of  Tennessee  Volunteers, 

Who  fell  in  Gen.  Jackson’s  attack  on  the  British  ar- 
my, below  JYew- Orleans,  on  the  night  of  the  23d  of 
December , 1814. 

When  a great  and  good  man  falls  in  defence  of 
his  country’s  rights,  the  memory  of  his  virtues 
ought  not  "to  perish  with  him.  By  preserving  the 
recollection  of  that,  we  furnish  to  the  living  both 
a motive  and  a sample  for  imitation.  When  to 
this  consideration  is  added  the  suggestion  of  per- 
sonal friendship  for  the  deceased,  no  other  reason 
or  motive  need  be  offered  for  delivering  to  the 
World  a biographical  sketch,  of  the  late  Colonel 
James  Lauderdale,  who  so  bravely  fell  in  the  me- 
morable battle  of  Bienvenv,  on  the  night  of  the  23d 
of  December,  1814. 

This  distinguished  patriot  and  soldier  was  a na- 
tive of  Virginia,  and  the  descendant  of  one  of  the 
most  ancient  and  respectable  families  of  that  state. 
Having  been  bred  a surveyor,  he  was  enabled,  by 
the  accuracy  of  his  knowledge  in  that  art,  and  by 
his  industrious  habi.s,  to  acquire,  in  a short  time, 
in  West  Tennessee,  whither  he  had  removed  with 
his  father’s  family,  a handsome  little  fortune.  Al- 
though no  man  enjoyed,  with  more  sensibility,  the 
pleasures  of  a social  life,  jet  his  ardent  and  active 
mind  panted  for  a theatre  of  higher  glory,  and 
more  brilliant  achievement.  At  length,  in  1803, 
when  a large  force  was  ordered  from  Tennesse, 
an^the  Mississippi  territory,  to  take  possession  of 


Louisiana,  Col.  Lauderdale,  with  that  zeal  which 
has  ever  characterized  him,  turned  out  with  a com- 
pany of  militia,  and  marched  as  far  as  Natchez  by 
kyid;  when  it  was  discovered,  (contrary  to  expec- 
tation) that  the  ceded  territory  was  peaceably  de- 
livered to  the  commissioners  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  the  Tennessee  miltia  were  consequently  . 
discharged  r.nd  returned  home. 

When  .n  1812,  the  then  Secretary  of  State  order* 
ed  Gen.  Jackson,  with  the  volunteers  from  Tennes- 
see, to  descend  the  M.ssissippi  for  the  defence  of 
the  same  country  aga.nst  an  attempt  wh.ch  was 
supposed  to  be  meditated  by  the  Spaniards,  he  was 
among  the  first  who  repaired  tb  hiS  standard.  Such 
was  the  op.nion  enlerta.ned  of  his  merits  that  he 
was  appointed  first  major  in  the  reg.ment  of  cavalry 
under  the  command  of  Col.  Coffee;  and  although 
no  opportunity  was  then  afforded  him  tor  display- 
ing that  gallant  spirit  for  which  he  afterwards  be- 
came so  distinguished,  yet  the  cheerfulness  with 
which  he  bore  the  hardships  and  privations  to 
which  that  expedition  wus  so  remarkably  expos- 
ed by  the  inclemency  of  the  season,  and  the  scarci- 
ty of  suppl  ies,  the  encouragement  he  imparted  to 
his  command,  and  his  strict  attention  to  its  disci- 
pline and  instruction,  were  sufficient  evidence  to 
those  who  accompanied  him,  of  the  celebrity  he 
would  one  day  acquire  if  his  country  should  be- 
come involved  in  war.  An  opportunity  was  at 
length  afforded  m the  declaration  of  war  against  the 
Creeks,  for  the  display  of  his  talents,  and  for  real- 
izing- those  h.gh  hopes  which  his  friends  had  so 
justly  entertained.  The  forces  by  which  this  inso- 
lent and  ferocious  enemy,  who  had  so  long  ravaged 
our  frontiers  with  impunity,  was  expected  to  be 
reduced  to  submission,  were  to  be  drawn  principal- 
ly from  Tennessee.  In  the  foremost  rank  of  those 
who  volunteered  their  services  on  that  important 
occasion,  stood  the  subject  of  this  article.  He  was 
now  appointed  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  brigade  of 
mounted  infantry  commanded  by  brigadier  general 
Coffee.  It  is  impossible,  and  perhaps  useless,  to 
particularize  the  numerous  hardships,  privations 
and  dangers,  to  which  all  who  were  engaged  in 
that  expedition  were  exposed.  The  mounted  men 
being  sent  in  advance  for  the  protection  of  the 
county  of  Madison,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
which  was  hourly  expected  to  be  broken  in  upon 
and  ravaged,  were  joined  on  the  12th  of  October, 
1813,  at  Camp  Coffee,  by  Maj.  Gen.  Jackson,  with 
the  infantry.  Gen.  Coffee  was  now  ordered  to 
scour  the  Black  Warrior,  and  fall  in  with  the 
mam  army  on  its  march  to  the  Ten  Islands,  where 
the  principal  force  of  the  enemy  was  expected  to 
be  met.  In  this  excursion,  attended  with  innumer- 
able difficulties  and  privations.  Col.  Lauderdale  re- 
ceived the  particular  praise  of  his  immediate  com- 
mander. Having  re-united  with  the  main  army, 
Gen.  Coffee  was  again  sent  in  advance  to  cut  off  a 
considerable  detachment  of  the  enemy  posted  at 
Tallushatchie.  This  was  the  first  occasion  on 
which  colonel  Lauderdale  had  an  opportunity  of 
displaying  his  bravery  and  his  skill  ,as  an  officer,  m 
battle.  His  conduct  in  that  suscessful  expedition, 
merited  and  received  the  highest  encomiums.  In 
a few  days  after  that  fortunate  and  splendid  achiev- 
ment,  the  commander  in  chief  rece.ved  intelligence 
that  the  main  army  of  the  enemy,  advancing  to 
meet  him,  had  invested  Talledega,  a fort  of  the 
friendly  part  of  the  Creeks,  with  a view  of  wreak- 
ing their  vengeance  on  those  who  had  refused  to 
join  in  hostilities  against  the  whites,  and  of  possess- 
ing themselves  of  the  stores  it  contained.  He  im- 
mediately determined  on  attacking  them  before 
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they  should  be  able  to  effect  their  purpose;  and 
with  this  view  put  hjs  army  in  motion  at  midnight 
of  the  same  day  in  which  he  received  the  intelli- 
gence. Having  come  up  to  the  enemy  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  9th  November,  1813,  a general  engage- 
ment was  commenced,  and  maintained  on  both 
sides  with  the  utmost  spirit  and  obstinacy.  On 
that  memorable  occasion,  colonel  Lauderdale  great- 
ly enhanced  the  reputation  he  had  already  acquired. 
His  bravery  and  his  skill  were  alike  conspicuous; 
but  unfortunately,  while  at  the  head  of  h.s  regi- 
ment, encouraging  their  valor  by  his  example,  he 
received  a wound  vvh.ch  disabled  him  from  cont  n- 
ing  in  the  field.  The  fortitude  with  which  he  sup- 
ported the  pain  of  tins  severe  inflict  on,  was  re- 
markable, even  among  sold  ers.  The  most  excru- 
ciating agonies  were  not  sufficient  to  disturb  the 
habitual  cheerfulness  of  h.s  temper,  and  he  seemed 
only  to  lament  h.s  misfortune  as  depriving  him  of 
still  further  opportunities  to  distinguish  h.mself. 

After  the  battle  of  T alledega,  the  want  of  sup- 
plies compelled  the  commander  in  chief  to  return 
to  his  encampment  at  the  Ten  Islands.  The  same 
cause,  comb  ned  with  the  excitement  of  a few  tur- 
bulent and  disappo.nted  officers,  continuing  to  op- 
erate, produced  the  utmost  disqu.eiude  in  the  ar- 
my, and  a strong  incl.nation  to  abandon  an  exped.- 
tion  which  had  thus  far  so  gloriously  proceeded. — 
To  so  h.gh  a degree,  indeed,  had  tins  spirit  been 
fomented  by  the  factious  and  designing,  that  it 
broke  out  on  several  occasions,  into  open  and  ex- 
tensive mutiny;  and  noth  mg  but  the  energy  of  the 
commanding  general  could  have  arrested  its  pro- 
gress, and  prevented  the  most  fatal  calamities. — 
During  this  critical  situation  of  affairs.  Col.  Lau- 
derdale, though  confined  to  h.s  tent  by  his  wound, 
continued  to  display,  perhaps  in  a higher  degree 
than  he  had  ever  before  had  an  opportunity  to  do, 
his  patr.otism  and  his  firmness.  While  every 
means  in  his  power  was  used  to  bring  back  the  de- 
luded soldiery  to  a sense  of  their  duty,  those  who 
had  led  them  astray  found  in  him  the  exposer  of 
their  hidden  machinations,  and  the  sternest  oppos- 
er  of  their  views.  Many  of  these  had  been  his 
closest  friends,  and  several  of  them  were  his  near 
relatives;  but  idolizing  his  country,  he  was  ever 
ready,  when  occasion  required  it,  to  offer  up 
friends,  relatives,  even  life  itself,  on  her  altar. — 
Never  were  his  feelings  observed  to  undergo  so  se- 
vere a shock,  as  when  he  received  the  intelligence 
that  his  regiment,  led  by  the  colonel  commandant, 
who  was  Ins  friend  and  relation,  had  abandoned  its 
post,  and  was  returning  nome.  He  lifted  up  his 
hands  and  exclaimed,  “Would  to  God  the  ball 
“which  confines  me  had  passed  through  my  head, 
“that  I might  not  have  lived  to  witness  the  dishon- 
or of  my  countrymen  and  friends.” 

Scarcely  had  the  campaign  aga.nst  the  Creeks 
been  brought  to  a successful  termination,  when 
the  sons  of  Tennessee  were  again  called  upon  to 
en  .er  into  a war  of  more  extensive  and  dangerous 
character.  Great  Britain,  disengaged  from  her 
struggles  on  the  continent,  was  left  with  the 
means  of  prosecuting  the  war  against  America  on 
a broader  scale.  Determining  to  avail  herself  of 
the  opportunity,  a formidable  expedition  was  plan- 
ned against  the  southern  section  of  the  union,  made 
up  principally  of  the  veterans  of  Lord  Wellington. 
Our  government,  coming  at  length  to  appreciate 
correctly  the  military  talents  of  general  Jackson, 
appointed  h.m  to  the  command  of  the  7th  d. strict, 
and  charged  him  with  its  defence.  It  was  to  be 
expected  that  this  able  officer,  who  was  so  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  genius  and  accomplishments  of 


Gen.  Coffee,  and  who  had  so  often  witnessed  and 
directed  the  bravery  of  his  brigade,  should  at  such 
a crisis  be  exceedingly  desirous  of  their  serv.ces. 
His  invitation  was  obeyed  w,th  so  much  alacrity 
and  promptitude,  that  by  the  time  it  was  known 
m Orleans  that  an  army  was  assembling  in  Tennes- 
see for  its  defence,  general  Coffee  h id  reached  the 
head-quarters  of  the  commander  in  chief  at  Mobile. 
Col.  Lauderdale,  though  still  suffering  under  h s 
wounds,  was  again  roremost  in  tendering  Ins  ser- 
vices. Being  appointed  to  the  command  of  a reg- 
iment, he  continued  to  display  all  the  qualities  of 
an  able  officer,  and  an  ardent  patriot  on  the  expedi- 
tion to  Pensacola.  The  feelings  which  so  warmly 
animated  h.s  own  bosom,  lie  possessed  the  luppy 
faculty  of  imparting  to  his  followers. 

The  enemy  bemg  expelled  from  Pensacola,  the 
commander  in  chief  immediately  determ. ned  on 
placing  as  much  of  his  disposable  force  as  could  be 
spared  from  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  and  of  the 
posts  on  Mobile,  in  a situation  to  protect  New-Or- 
leans  against  the  designs  wh.ch  he  foresaw  the  en- 
emy meditated  against  that  important  place.  With 
tins  view  a part  of  general  Coffee’s  brigade,  in 
which  was  included  the  regiment  of  colonel  Lau- 
derdale, was  ordered  to  Baton  llouge,  their  to  re- 
cruit their  horses,  and  be  in  read. ness  to  march  to 
whatever  point  might  become  die  most  exposed. — 
It  was  not  long  before  a large  force  of  the  enemy 
Was  discovered  to  have  entered  Luke  Borgne,  and 
to  be  advancing  towards  New-Orleans.  To  this 
point,  therefore,  the  commander  ;n  chief  now  di- 
rected the  forces  stationed  at  Baton  Rouge,  to  has- 
en  with  the  utmost  dispatch.  The  order  was  ex- 
ecuted w.th  that  promptitude  which  has  ever  dis- 
tinguished the  movements  of  Gen.  Coffee.  In  two 
day  s af  er  receiving  it,  lie  had  reached  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  city,  a distance  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles.  Never  was  a forced  march  more 
necessary  or  attended  with  more  important  effects. 
But  for  that,  New-Orleans  must  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy. 

Scarcely  had  this  reinforcement  thus  fortunately 
arrived  when  the  commander  in  chief  received  in- 
telligence iliat  the  enemy  had  succeeded  in  enter- 
ing the  Bayou  B.envenu,  undiscovered,  and  in  de- 
barking a considerable  part  of  his  forces  with  which 
he  had  advanced  to  the  high  lands  on  the  Mississip- 
pi, and  occupied  a position  not  more  than  seven 
mdes  below  the  city.  Things  were  now  approach- 
ing their  crisis.  Gen.  Jackson,  foreseeing  the  dan- 
ger of  suffering  the  enemy  to  attack  him,  deter- 
mined to  become  the  assailant  himself.  To  exe- 
cute this  bold  and  hazardous,  but  wise  measure, 
his  eves  \fere  immediately  turned  to  that  distin- 
guished corps  whose  bravery  had  been  so  well  tried. 
Every  disposition  being  made  for  bringing  on  the 
engagement  that  night,  the  left  of  Gen.  Coffee’6 
brigade  was  confided  to  the  charge  of  Col.  Lauder- 
dale. Tiie  action  had  already  been  commenced  by 
Gen.  Jackson  with  the  regular  troops  and  the  artil- 
lery on  the  extreme  right,  and  the  fire  was  extend- 
ed to  the  left,  when  the  right  of  Gen.  Coffee’s  bri- 
gade came  in  contact  with  the  enemy.  This  gallant 
body  of  men  poured  upon  him  so  destructive  a fire, 
that  his  advancing'  line  was  instantly  halted,  al~ 

1 lough  under  cover  of  a fence.  At  tins  moment. 
Col.  Lauderdale  on  the  left,  was  seen  an.  mating 
his  men,  and  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  leading 
them  into  action.  But  a few  rounds  had  been  fired 
when  he  received  a musket  ball  in  the  head  wnich 
immed.ately  terminated  his  life.  Tins  fatal  event 
produced  a momentary  confusion  in  the  line,  and 
■the  enemy  now  began  to  advance;  but  recovering 
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their  spirits  the  followers  of  the  fallen  hero  soon 
avenged  his  death.  The  enemy  was  compelled  to 
retreat;  when  the  smoke  of  so  incessant  a fire,  and 
a thick  fog  wh.ch  arose,  obLged  the  commanding 
general  to  draw  off  his  forces. 

Colonel  Lauderdale  was  found  on  the  field  of 
battle,  with  his  sword  firmly  grasped;  thus  evin- 
cing m the  agonies  of  death,  that  determined  cour- 
age which  had  marked  the  whole  course  of  h s Lie. 

No  person  possessed  in  a higher  degree  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  his  commanding  general,  or 
of  his  brother  officers.  R.chiy  had  he  merited 
that  confidence  and  that  esteem.  No  officer  was 
ever  more  correct  in  hs  deportment,  or  more  as- 
sidious  and  faithful  in  the  performance  of  all  the 
duties  which  devolved  upon  him.  Positive  and 
fii  m in  his  character,  he  had  introduced  into  his  re- 
g ment  the  strictest  subordination;  but  while  he 
enforced  obedience,  so  impartial  was  his  conduct 
and  so  tempered  with  mildness,  that  even  those 
who  incurred  punishment  were  compelled  to  ap- 
prove the  sentence  under  which  they  suffered.  Be- 
loved by  all,  the  whole  army  mourn  his  loss  as  that 
of  a brother. 

In  private  life  the  worth  of  Col.  Lauderdale  was 
not  less  conspicuous  than  in  the  tented  field. — 
Known  to  possess  the  most  inflexible  integrity, 
‘Vice  and  crime”  were  confounded  in  his  presence. 

Never  was  man  more  open  and  ingenuous.  Of 
him  d might  truly  be  said,  -‘he  carried  his  heart  in 
hand,  and  those  who  ran  might  read  it.” 

Humanity  and  charity  were  active  and  discrimi- 
nating principles  in  his  nature,  not  consisting*  ^-n 
tears,  or  professions,  nor  confounding  the  afflic- 
tions of  the  deserving  and  ihe  undeserving,  but 
extending  substantial  relief  to  those  sufferings 
which  crime  had  not  produced. 

Of  the  social  circle,  Col.  Lauderdale  was  thede- 
lighc  and  the  ornament.  Ever  cheerful  himself  he 
diffused  ihe  same  happy  spirit  all  around  him. 

Havmg  been  buried  on  the  battle  ground,  it  was 
an  early  care  of  the  commanding  general,  after  the 
enemy  was  driven  from  our  shore,  to  have  his  re- 
mains taken  up  and  interred  with  the  honors  of 
war,  in  the  .Protestant  burying  ground  in  the  city. 
His  brethren  m arms,  as  a monument  of  their  res- 
pect for  his  Virtues,  intend  to  erect  a marble  tomb 
to  h*s  memory,  with  a suitable  inscription. 

Col.  Lauderdale  has  left  an  aged  and  virtuous 
mother,  and  extensive  and  respectable  connexions 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  their  dearest  friend. 

Over  his  grave  the  green  sod  will  flourish,  wat- 
ered by  the  tears  of  h.s  companions  in  arms;  and 
the  patriot  soldier,  wiVen  he  recounts  the  toils  and 
perils  of  battle,  will  heave  a sigh  to  the  memory  of 
Lauderdale. 

A SOLDIER  AND  FRIEND. 

X Bportant  Law  Case. 

CIRCUIT  COURT  UNITED  STATES. 

Pennsylvania  District,  1 
April,  1814  5 

GOLDEN  vs.  PRINCE. 

This  cause  came  before  the  Court  upon  a case  statr 
ed,  ihe  material  parts  of  which  are  set  forth,  by 
the  Judge  a his  opinion — It  was  argued  by  Shoe- 
maker for  the  pia  ntiff,  and  by  Ingersoll , Raivle 
and  J.  R.  Ingersoll,  for  the  defendant. — After 
holding  it  uncier  advisement  for  some  days,  the 
fob*. ••••mg  opinion  was  delivered  by  Judge  Wash- 
ingt-m — -Judge  Peters  not  having  been  present  at 
U.e  -.igument,  rook  no  part  in  the  decision. 


W ashington  Judge. — This  is  an  action  brought 
upon  a bdi  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  defendan,  on 
the  10th  of  May  1811,  at  the  island  of  St.  Bartho- 
iemews  for  value  received  there,  in  favour  of  the 
plaintiff  on  himseif  at  Philadelphia,  90  days  after 
sight,  winch  was  regularly  noted  for  non-accept- 
ance, and  protested  for  non-payment.  This  action 
was  brought  on  the  4th  of  May  1812,  to  winch  the 
defendant  pleaded  in  bar,  his  discharge  under  a law 
of  this  §fate,  passed  on  the  13ih  of  March  1812, 
for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors,  obtained  provi- 
sionally on  the  23d  of  April,  and  finally  on  the  29th 
of  M^y,  1812.  The  case  agreed  statts,  that  the  de- 
fendant did  not  give  to  + he  plaintiff,  or  to  any  agent 
of  his,  not.ee  of  the  defendant’s  petition,  which 
was  presented  on  the  20th  of  April  1812,  although 
the  plaintiff  ’s  attorney  was  informed  oi  the  applica- 
tion, a few  days  after  it  was  made;  nor  has  the 
pla.ntiff  proved  his  debt,  under  the  said  proceed- 
ings. 

The  act  referred  to  in  the  plea,  declares  that  a 
debtor  who  has  conformed  'o  the  several  regula- 
tions of  the  law,  for  the  purpose  of  vesting  all  his 
property  in  the  ass  gneet>  for  the  benefit  of  his  cre- 
ditors, and  who  has  received  his  certificate  of  d.s- 
charge  from  the  commiss, oners,  shall  be  set  at  large 
by  the  sheriff,  if  he  be  imprisoned;  and  that  such 
certificate  shall  be  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fact, 
that  such  petitioner  has  been  discharged  by  virtue 
of  that  act,  and  shall  be  construed  to  discharge 
such  insolvent,  from  all  debts  and  demands  due 
from  him,  or  for  which  he  was  liable,  at  the  date  of 
such  certificate,  or  contracted,  or  originating  before 
that  time,  though  payable  af  terwards. 

It  is  objected  to  this  plea,  1st,  That  the  act  un- 
der which  the  discharge  is  claimed,  having  been 
passed  since  the  year  1789,  affords  no  bind.ng  rule 
of  decision  for  this  court.  2dly,  That  the  law  is 
unconstitutional  and  void,  in  two  respects:  1st,  as 
being  a bankrupt  law,  and  2dly,  as  being  a law  im- 
pairing the  obligation  of  contracts. 

The  ground  of  the  first  objection  is,  that  the  34th 
section  of  the  judicial  act  of  Congress,  passed’ on 
the  24th  Sept.  1789,  which  declares,  that  the  laws 
of  the  several  states,  except  where  the  constitution, 
treaties  or  statutes  of  the  U.  States,  shall  otherwise 
require  or  provide,  shall  be  regarded  as  rules  of  de- 
cision in  trials  at  common  law,  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  in  cases  where  they  apply,  extends 
only  to  such  laws  of  the  several  states,  as  were  in 
force  at  the  time  when  this  law  was  passed.  Ad- 
mitting this  position  to  be  correct,  it  would  not 
follow,  that  this  law  would  not  on  that  account  have 
a binding  force,  or  furnish  a rule  of  decision  in 
this  case. 

The  laws  even  of  foreign  countries  where  a con- 
tract is  made,  are  by  the  comity  of  nations,  re- 
garded every  where  as  a rule  of  decision,  in  relation 
to  that  contract,  and  it  would  be  strange  if  the 
laws  of  one  state  in  which  a contract  was  made, 
should  be  disregarded  in  any  other  state  of  the  uni- 
on as  a rule  of  decision.  In  like  manner  the  laws  of 
a country,  which  operate  to  discharge  a contract 
made  in  the  same  country,  are  regarded  and  en- 
forced by  foreign  courts.  This  doctrine  was  very 
fully  examined  in  this  court,  in  the  case  of  Cam- 
franque  vs.  BruneUe,  upon  a question  of  bail.  In- 
dependent therefore,  of  the  act  of  congress,  if  a con 
tract  made  in  this  state,  or  with  a view  to  its  laws, 
be  discharged  under  a law  of  this  state,  against 
which,  no  constitutional  objection  can  be  made — 
such  laws  would  be  regarded  as  rules  of  decision  by 
this  court,  as  well,  that  which  discharged  the  obli- 
gation, as  that  under  which  it  was  created.  It  was 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER 


denied  by  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  that  the  con- 
tract in  this  case,  had  a view  to  its  execution,  ac- 
cording1 to  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania;  but  nothing 
can  be  more  clear,  than  that  the  bill  in  question 
amounted  to  a promise  made  by  the  defendant,  to 
pay  the  sum  mentioned  in  it,  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, 90  days  after  sight.  Payment  could  have 
been  demanded  no  where  but  in  Philadelphia,  in  or- 
der to  enable  the  plaintiff  to  recover.  The  b.ll  in 
this  case,  is  precisely  like  that  in  the  case  of  Robin- 
son and  Bland \ 2nd  Burr,  and  is  consequently  with- 
in the  principles  laid  down  in  that  case. 

These  principles  would  be  sufficient  for  the  de- 
cision of  this  part  of  the  case,  without  resorting  to 
the  act  of  congress,  which  has  been  mentioned;  but 
as  other  cases  may  occur  where  the  general  rule 
admitted  by  the  comity  of  nations,  may  not  entirely 
apply,  and  as  there  appears  to  me,  to  be  no  difficul- 
ty in  giving  a construction  to  the  34th  section  of 
this  act;  it  may  not  be  improper,  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  it.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  in  the  first 
place,  that  the  words  of  this  section  are  general,  so 
as  to  include  as  well  the  laws  of  the  respective 
states,  which  might  thereafter  be  passed,  as  those 
which  were  then  in  existence.  The  reason  for  con- 
struing this  section  prospectively,  as  well  as  in  re- 
ference to  the  time  when  this  law  was  enacted  is 
equally  strong. 

The  powers  bestowed  by  the  constitution,  upon 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  were  limited 
in  their  extent,  and  were  not  intended,  nor  can  they 
be  construed  to  interfere  with  other  powers  before 
vested  in  the  state  governments,  which  were  of 
course  reserved  to  these  goverments  impliedly,  as 
well  as  by  an  express  provision  of  the  constitution. 
The  state  governments,  therefore,  retained  the  right 
to  make  such  laws  as  they  m.glit  think  proper, 
within  the  ordinary  functions  of  legislation,  if  not 
inconsistent  with  the  powers  vested  exclusively  in 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  not  for- 
bidden by  some  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  U. 
States,  or  of  the  state;  and  such  laws  were  obliga- 
tory upon  all  the  citizens  of  that  state,  as  well  as 
others,  who  might  claim  rights,  or  redress  for  in- 
juries, under  those  laws,  or  in  the  courts  of  that 
state.  The  establishment  of  federal  courts,  and 
the  jurisdiction  granted  to  them  in  certain  specified 
cases,  could  not  consistently  with  the  sp.nt  and 
provisions  of  the  constitution,  impair  any  of  the  ob- 
ligations thus  imposed  by  the  laws  of  the  state,  bv 
setting  up  in  those  courts,  a rule  of  decision  at  va- 
riance, with  that  which  was  binding  upon  the  citi- 
zens, and  which  they  were  bound  to  obey.  Thus 
the  laws  of  a state  affecting  contracts,  regulating 
the  disposition  and  transmission  of  property,  real 
or  personal,  and  a variety  of  others,  which  in  them- 
selves are  free  from  all ' constitutional  objections, 
are  equally  valid  and  obligatory  within  the  state 
since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  as  they  were  before.  They  provide  rules  of 
civil  conduct  for  every  individual,  who  is  subject 
to  their  power,  in  all  their  relations  to  society,  and, 
consequently,  cannot  in  cases  where  they  apply, 
cease  to  be  rules,  by  which  the  conduct  of  those 
individuals  is  to  be  decided,  when  brought  under 
judicial  examination,  whether  the  decision  is  to  be 
made  in  a federal  or  state  court. 

The  injustice  as  well  as  the  absurdity  of  the  for- 
mer deciding  by  one  rule,  and  the  latter  by  another, 
would  be  too  monstrous  to  find  a place  in  any  sys- 
tem of  government.  Thus  for  example,  if  the  laws 
of  a state  which  regulated  the  distribution,  or  trans- 
mission of  property  in  the  year  1789,  should  after- 
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wards  be  totally  varied  by  a subsequent  law,  the 
latter  only  would  be  the  rule,  by  which  property 
could  be  distributed  or  transmitted,  from  the  tune 
the  law  came  into  operation;  and  it  can  never  be 
seriously  contended  that  a person  interested  in  this 
proper ly,  and  from  the  adventitious  oircumstance 
of  his  residence  in  another  state,  entitled  to  make 
his  claim  either  in  the  federal  or  state  court,  should 
recover  more  by  resorting  to  the  former,  than  he 
would  have  recovered,  had  he  appLed  to  the  latter 
court. 

With  respect  to  the  rules  of  practice  for  trans- 
acting the  business  of  the  courts,  a different  prin- 
ciple prevails.  These  rules  form  the  law  of  the 
court,  and  is  in  relation  to  the  federal  courts,  a law 
arising  under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  consequently  not  subject  to  state  regulations. 
It  is  in  reference  to  this  principle,  that  the  17th 
section  of  the  same  judical  act,  authorizes  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  to  make  all  necessary 
rules,  for  the  orderly  conducting  business  in  the 
said  courts,  provided  the  same  are  not  repugnant 
to  the  laws  of  the  U.  States;  and  under  this  power, 
the  different  circuit  courts  at  their  first  sessions, 
adopted  the  state  practice  as  it  then  existed,  which 
continues  to  this  day,  I believe,  in  all  the  states, 
except  so  far  as  the  courts  have  thought  proper 
from  time  to  time,  to  alter  and  amend  it. 

Indeed  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  in  this  case 
seemed  to  admit  the  distinction,  between  general 
laws  affecting  rights,  and  those  which  relate  to  the 
practice  of  the  courts;  but  still  he  contended  that 
the  act  of  assembly  in  question  afforded  no  rule  of 
decision  for  this  court,  and  could  not  be  pleaded  in 
bar  of  the  action,  because  it  was  enacted  since  the 
year  1789.  Now  it  is  most  clear,  that  a law  which 
discharges  a contract,  is  no  more  a law  of  practice 
than  one  under  the  sanction  of  which  the  contract 
was  made.  If  it  would  bar  the  action  in  a state 
court,  it  would  equally  do  so  m a federal  court— 
although  the  particular  mode  of  setting  up  the 
bar,  might  depend  upon  the  practice  and  rules  im- 
posed by  the  state  law  upon  the  former  courts,  and 
those  which  the  latter  may  have  thought  proper  to 
adopt. 

The  next  question  is,  whether  the  law  relied  upon 
by  the  defendant,  to  bar  the  present  action,  is  re- 
pugnant to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  on  that  account  is  not  to  be  regarded  by  the 
court  in  this  case.  I shall  reverse  the  order  pursu- 
ed by  the  counsel,  and  consider,  in  the  first  place, 
whether  this  law  is  repugnant  to  the  constitution, 
upon  the  ground  of  its  impairing  the  obligation  of 
contracts. 

It  may  be  proper  to  premise,  that  a law*  may  be 
unconstitutional,  and  of  course  void  in  relation  to 
particular  cases,  and  yet  valid  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  in  its  application  to  other  cases  within 
the  scope  of  its  provisions,  but  varying  from  the 
former  in  particular  circumstances.  Thus  a law 
prospective  in  its  operations,  under  which  a con- 
tract afterwards  made,  may  be  avoided  in  a way 
different  from  that  provided  by  the  parties,  would 
be  clearly  constitutional;  because  the  stipulations 
of  the  parties  which  are  inconsistent  with  such  law, 
never  had  a legal  existence,  and  of  course  could  not 
be  impaired  by  the  law.  But  if  the  law'  act  retro- 
spectively as  to  other  contracts,  so  as  to  impair  their 
obligation,  the  law  is  invalid,  or  in  milder  terms, 
affords  no  rule  of  decision  in  these  latter  cases. 

The  question  then  is,  Whether  a law  of  a state 
which  declares  that  a debtor  by  delivering  up  his 
estate  for  the  benefit  of  Ins  creditors,  shall  be  for- 
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ever  discharged  from  the  payment  of  his  debts  due 
or  contracted  before  the  passage  of  the  law,  whe- 
ther the  creditor  do  any  act  or  not  in  aid  of  the 
law,  can  be  set  up  to  bar  the  right  of  such  creditor 
to  recover  his  debt,  either  in  a federal  or  state  court. 

1 feel  no  difficulty  in  saying  that  it  cannot,  because 
the  law  is  in  its  nature  and  operation  one  which  in 
the  case  supposed,  impairs  the  obligation  of  a con- 
tract. 

What  is  the  obligation  of  a contract?  It  is  to  do, 
or  not  to  do  a certain  thing;  and  this  may  be  either 
absolutely  or  under  some  condition,  immediately  or 
at  some  future  time  or  times,  and  at  some  specified 
place.  A law,  therefore,  which  authorizes  the  dis- 
charge of  a contract  by  a smaller  sum,  or  in  a dif- 
ferent manner,  than  the  parties  have  stipulated, 
impairs  its  obligation,  by  substituting  for  the  con- 
tract of  the  parties,  one  which  they  never  entered 
into,  and  to  the  performance  of  which  they  of  course 
had  never  consented.  The  old  contract  is  com- 
pletely annulled,  and  a legislative  contract  imposed 
upon  the  parties  in  Leu  of  it.  That  a law  which 
declares  an  existing  contract  to  be  void,  impairs  its 
obligation,  will,  I presume,  be  admitted  by  all  men 
who  can  understand  the  force  of  the  plainest  terms; 
or  if  not  so,  then  I should  be  curious  to  know  in 
what  manner  the  obligation  of  a contract  can  be  im- 
paired? And  if  this  be  the  effect  of  such  a law,  in 
what  respect  does  it  differ  from  another  which  de- 
clares that  a debt  consisting  of  a specified  sum,  and 
due  at  an  appointed  period  of  time,  shall  be  dis- 
charged at  a more  distant  or  indeed  at  a different 
time,  or  with  a smaller  sum?  The  degree  of  injury 
to  the  creditor,  may  be  not  so  great  in  the  one  case 
as  in  the  other,  but  the  principle  is  precisely  the 
same.  That  the  framers  of  the  constitution  were 
extremely  jealous  of  the  exercise  of  such  a power 
by  the  state  governments,  is  apparent  from  other 
parts  of  the  section,  in  which  the  provision  I am 
examining  is  found.  It  would  have  been  a vain 
thing  to  prohibit  the  state  governments  from  pass- 
ing laws,  by  which  a contract  might  be  annulled 
or  discharged,  by  the  payment  of  a less  sum  than  it 
stipulated,  if  they  could  emit  bills  of  credit,  and 
make  them,  or  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  coin, 
a tender  in  payment  of  debts;  and  therefore  they 
are  expressly  prohibited  from  passing  any  laws, 
which  might  produce  such  a consequence.  And 
yet  a law  which  should  make  a depreciated  paper 
currency,  a tender  in  payment  of  debts,  might  be 
infinitely  less  injurious  to  the  creditor  than  one 
which  discharges  the  debt  altogether,  upon  the 
payment  of  perhaps  a shilling  in  the  pound,  or- any 
other  sum  less  than  that  stipulated  to  be  paid. 

The  opinion  given  upon  this  last  point,  decides 
the  cause  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff,  and  I might  well 
spare  myself  the  trouble  of  examining  the  other 
objection,  made  by  the  plaintiff’s  counsel,  to  the  va- 
lidity of  this  law.  But  when  I observe  from  the 
case  under  consideration,  that  such  a power  is  deem- 
ed by  one  state  at  least,  to  be  rightfully  vested  in 
the  state  legislatures,  for  otherwise  I must  suppose 
it  would  not  have  been  exercised,  and  when  I recol- 
lect that  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  con- 
tains a grant  of  other  powers  to  the  general  govern- 
ment, which  may  equally  with  that  immediately 
under  consideration,  be  exercised  by  the  state  legis- 
latures, if  such  a right  exists  in  either  case,  I hold 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  embrace  the  first  opportunity 
which  presents  itself,  to  express  the  unhesitating 
opinion,  which  I entertain  upon  these  great  ques- 
tions, and  thus  to  pave  the  way  for  as  early  a deci- 
sion of  themjis  possible,  by  the  Supreme  National 
Court. 


No  citizen  feels  a higher  respect  than  I do  for 
the  state  governments,  or  would  be  more  cautious 
in  questioning  the  validity  of  any  laws  which  their 
legislatures  might  think  proper  to  enact.  But  I 
should  very  unfaithfully  discharge  my  duty  w ere  I 
to  remain  a silent  witness  of  designed  or  uninten- 
tional usurpations  by  those  governments,  of  pow- 
ers properly  belonging  to  the  general  government, 
when  a case  comes  jndicially  before  me,  wrhich  de- 
mands an  expression  of  my  opinion  upon  those  sub- 
jects. The  sooner  the  limits  which  seperatethetwo 
governments  are  marked  by  those  authorities  which 
can  alone  define  and  establish  them,  the  less  dan- 
ger there  will  be  of  serious  if  not  fatal  contesta* 
t.ons  hereafter  arising  respecting  essential  powTers 
to  which  a prescriptive  rightmav  be  asserted  by  the 
one  in  opposition  to  the  chartered  rights  of  the  oth- 
er. It  is  from  these  considerations  that  I venture 
respectfully,  yet  firmly,  to  examine  the  question, 
whether  the  power  given  to  Congress  to  pass  uni- 
form laws  of  bankruptcy,  be  exclusive  of  such 
power  in  the  state  governments,  and  whether  the 
latter  may  excercise  it  whenever  the  former  has  not 
thought  proper  to  do  so. 

It  would  seem  at  the  first  view  of  this  question, 
that  if  an  unqualified  power  be  granted  to  a gov- 
ernment to  do  a particular  act,  the  whole  of  that 
power  is  disposed  of,  and  not  a part  of  it;  conse- 
quently that  no  power  over  the  same  subject  re- 
mains with  those  who  made  the  grant,  either  to  ex- 
cercise themselves,  or  to  part  with  it  to  any  other 
government. 

But  if  the  application  of  this  principle  to  the 
complicated  systems  of  government  which  prevail 
>n  tne  United  States,  should  be  liable  to  doubt,  it 
will,  I presume,  be  admitted  with  this  qualification, 
that  whenever  such  a power  is  given  to  the  gene- 
ral government,  the  exercise  of  w hich  by  the  state 
governments  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  ex- 
press grant,  the  whole  of  the  power  is  granted,  and 
consequently  vests  exclusively  in  the  general  gov- 
ernment.— In  such  a case  the  people  resume  the 
powers  which  before  resided  in  the  state  govern- 
ments; as  to  this  subject,  without  which  they  could 
not  grant  the  whole  to  the  general  government;  and 
if  resumed  it  would  seem  to  follow  that  the  state 
governments  can  in  no  event  excercise  the  same 
powers  without  shewing  either  an  express  grant  of 
it,  or  that  it  is  fairly  to  be  deduced  from  the  cir- 
cumstance upon  which  the  claim  is  founded. 

That  the  excercise  of  the  power  to  pass  bank- 
rupt and  naturalization  laws  by  the  state  govern- 
ments is  incompatible  with  the  grant  of  a power  to 
Congress  to  pass  uniform  laws  on  the  same  subjec1  s, 
is  obvious  from  the  consideration  that  the  former 
would  be  dissimilar  and  frequently  contradictory, 
whereas  the  systems  are  directed  to  be  uniform, 
which  can  only  be  rendered  so  by  the  exclusive 
power  in  one  body  to  form  them. 

It  was  admitted  in  the  argument  of  this  cause, 
that  whenever  Congress  shall  think  proper  to  exer- 
ercise  the  power  delegated  to  that  body,  to  pass 
uniform  laws  of  bankruptcy,  the  state  governments 
cannot  legislate  upon  the  same  subject.  But  it  was 
contended,  that  if  Congress  shall  decline  to  exer- 
cise the  power,  the  right  to  pass  bankrupt  laws  re- 
sults to  the  state  governments.  This  conclusion 
appears  to  me  to  beg  the  whole  question  in  contro- 
versy. It  resigns  all  claim  to  a concurrent  right  in 
the  state  governments,  and  sets  up  one  which  is  to 
arise  on  a condition,  not  to  be  found  in  the  consti- 
tution, but  which  is  gratuitously  interpolated  into 
it. 

If  then  this  claim  of  the  state  legislature  is  not 
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founded  upon  any  express  grant  made  to  them  in 
the  constitution,  is  it  to  be  deduced  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  a non  user  of  the  power  of  Congress? 
Th.s  doctrine  appears  to  me  as  extravagant  as  it  is 
novel.  It  has  no  analogy  that  I know  of,  in  legal 
or  political  science.  It  must  in  some  way  or  other 
be  likened  to  the  case  of  forfeiture,  which  could 
not  as  I conceive,  answer  the  purpose,  because  if 
the  power  of  Congress  is,  upon  principles  purely 
legal,  devested  by  an  omission  to  exercise  a valid 
right,  it  would  not  of  necessity  result  to  the  state 
governments,  but  would  more  naturally  fall  to  the 
people.  If  the  forfeiture  be  political,  then  this  ab- 
surdity would  follow,  that  Congress  would  possess 
a right  to  do  by  omission,  what  it  must  be  admitted 
they  would  not  effect  by  any  direct  and  positive  act. 
That  is,  to  delegate  to  the  state  governments,  the 
power  of  legislation  over  a particular  subject,  of 
which  the  people  had  thought  proper  not  only  to 
deprive  the  state  governments,  but  to  vest  exclu- 
sively in  the  national  legislature.  The  inconveni- 
ence of  dissimilar  and  discordant  rules  upon  the 
subjects  of  bankruptcy  and  of  naturalization,  no 
doubt  suggested  to  the  framers  of  the  constitution 
the  remedy  which  that  body  adopted,  of  vesting 
the  right  to  legislate  in  those  cases  in  the  general 
government,  that  some  uniform  system  might  pre- 
vail throughout  the  United  States,  if  Congress 
should  think  that  any  regulations  upon  thest  sub- 
jects ought  at  all  to  be  made.  Nowit  would  not  only 
violato  the  express  grant  of  these  powers  to  Con- 
gress, but  the  policy  which  led  the  convention  to 
withdraw  them  from  the  state  governments,  if  they 
should  be  construed  to  result  by  implication  to  the 
latter,  on  account  of  the  omission  of  the  former  to 
exercise  them.  But  let  us  examine  into  the  reason- 
ableness of  this  pretension  of  the  state  legislatures, 
and  see  if  the  policy  which  induced  the  grant  of 
these  powers  to  Congress,  be  not  effectually  an- 
swered by  the  omission  of  Congress  to  legislate  on 
those  subjects,  as  much  so  as  if  they  had.  Suppose 
then  the  subject  of  a bankrupt  law  to  be  brought 
before  Congress,  and  the  questions  to  be  whether 
such  a system  be  a wise  one  under  any  circumstan- 
ces, or  be  at  all  suitable  to  the  present  state  of  the 
country,  and  that  body  should  in  its  wisdom  decide  ^ 
negatively  on  those  questions.  It  would  seem  to  fol- 
low that  no  bankrupt  law  ought  to  exist  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  reasons  which  induced  the  rejec- 
tion of  any  plan  to  establish  such  a system,  hi  this 
case  what  is  Congress  to  do  in  order  to  give  effect 
to  this  measure  of  poLcy?  The  answer  is  plain,  re. 
ject  the  bill  and  do  nothing.  Then  the  law  of  the 
land  would  be  that  no  man  is  compelled  against  his 
will  to  deliver  up  his  property  to  be  distributed 
amongst  his  creditors,  and  consequently  that  he  is 
at  all  times  liable  to  the  payment  of  his  debts  un- 
less discharegd  by  some  other  legal  means.  Nor 
will  it  be  said  that  the  state  legislatures  availing 
themselves  of  the  silence  of  Congress  on  this  sub- 
ject, can  be  at  Lberty  to  thwart  the  very  policy 
which  induced  it,  and  pass  laws  upon  the  subject 
not  only  changing  the  state  of  the  law  as  Congress 
had  constitutionally  left  it,  but  impugning  the  pol- 
icy which  led  the  convention  to  deprive  the  state 
legislatures  of  the  power  altogether;  by  imposing 
upon  the  country  at  large  a variety  of  systems,  in- 
stead of  one  uniform  system?  To  argue,  that  to 
prevent  such  an  absurd  consequence,  Congress  must 
legislate  upon  the  subject,  is  to  assert  that  in  the 
exercise  of  a power  intended  to  promote  the  gene- 
ral good.  Congress  must  do  some  act  which  in  its 
wisdom  it  believes  will  produce  a public  evil — Do 


wrong  that  good  may  come  of  it — a doctrine  as  per- 
nicious in  politicks  as  it  is  wicked  in  morals.  How 
would  state  laws  upon  tins  subject  and  in  the  case 
supposed,  d.ffer  otherwise  than  m degree,  from 
similar  laws  passed,  nconsistent  with  sush  as  Con- 
gress might  think  proper  to  enact  upon  the  same 
subject?  In  the  one  case  the  poLcy  and  the  law  of 
Congress  might  be  opposed  in  part  only  by  the 
state  law.  But  m the  other,  the  whole  policy  and 
law  is  defeated  by  inconsistent  rules  upon  a subject, 
where  Congress  supposed  that  it  was  unwise  to  es- 
tablish even  a uniform  rule. 

The  subject  of  naturalization  is  strongly  illus- 
trative of  the  principles  wh.cli  this  course  of  rea- 
soning is  intended  to  prove.  The  power  to  pass 
laws  upon  this  subject  is  found  m the  same  section, 
and  is  expressed  in  words  of  the  same  import  with 
that  respecting  bankruptcies.  Now  suppose  Con- 
gress deliberating  whether  the  naturalization  of 
foreigners  ought  upon  any,  or  upon  what  terms  to 
be  allowed. — That  the  consultation  of  that  body 
should  end  in  the  conviction,  that  the  natural  popu- 
lation is  most  conducive  to  the  public  interest,  and 
therefore  that  no  encouragement  ought  to  be  g,ven 
to  the  migration  of  foreigners  to  the  United  States. 
In  what  manner  is  this  policy  to  be  rendered  effec- 
tual? Congress  cannot  for  the  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing the  state  legislatures  from  interfering  in  this 
business,  pass  a negative  law,  declaring  that  fo- 
riegners  shall  not  be  naturalized,  became  if  the 
constitution  forbids  the  exercise  oi'  such  a power 
by  the  state  legislatures,  such  a law  would  be 
worse  than  unnecessary;  and  if  it  does  not  forbid 
it,  then  it  would  be  void.  Nothing  then  remains 
for  that  body,  but  as  in  the  former  case,  to  do 
nothing. 

This  then,  according  to  the  argument  on  the  part 
of  the  defendant  is  to  be  the  signal  for  the  state 
legislatures  to  commence  their  operations.  Virginia, 
for  example,  is  of  opinion  that  for  the  purpose  of 
settling  her  extensive  waste  and  uncultivated  lands, 
the  migration  of  foi'eigners  to  that  state  ought  by 
every  means  to  be  encouraged,  and  in  order  to  fa- 
vour this  policy,  she  declares  that  the  residence  of 
a year  or  a month  without  any  other  restriction 
1 whatever,  shall  be  sufficient  to  entitle  all  foreign- 
ers to  the  right  of  naturalization  in  that  state? 
They  are  accordingly  made  citizens,  and  after  the 
constitutional  period,  are  chosen  to  represent  that 
state  in  the  national  legislature,  and  emigrating  to 
the  other  states,  they  claim  all  the  privileges  of 
natural  born  citizens  of  those  states. 

The  other  states  might  well  complain,  that  al- 
though the  people  had  declared  the.r  willingness 
to  admit  foreigners  to  the  privileges  of  natural 
born  citizens,  provided  the  regulations  under  which 
this  admission  is  granted  were  formed  by  the  unit- 
ed wisdom  of  the  representatives  of  all  the  states, 
but  that  they  had  never  granted  to  one  state  the 
right  of  legislation  over  the  other  states.  They 
might  contend  that  the  introduction  of  foreigners 
to  the  electoral  franchise,  and  still  more  into  the 
national  legislature,  was  an  experiment  dangerous 
to  the  tranquility  and  the  welfare  of  the  nation; 
that  they  might  be  tainted  with  principles  un- 
friendly to  our  republican  institutions,  and  with 
foreign  attachments,  wiiolly  incompatible  with 
their  duties  as  citizens  and  legislators;  that  if  ad- 
mitted at  all,  they  should  not  only  abjure  all  alle- 
giance to  any  other  government, and  if  of  the  or- 
der of  nobility,  renounce  all  claim  to  the  same,  but 
that  they  ought  to  be  men  of  good  moral  charac- 
ter, and  attached  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
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States:  and  finally,  that  the  grant  of  this  privilege 
should  be  preceded  by  a probationary  residence  in 
the  United  States  for  a length  of  time  sufficient  to 
afford  the  necessary  proof  of  the  reality  of  these 
qualifications  in  the  applicant. 

To  these  complaints  what  could  reason  oppose? 
Nothing — She  must  be  silent.  And  is  this  then  a 
case  where  powers  not  expressly  given  by  the  con- 
stitution are  to  be  assumed  by  construction  and 
implication?  It  certainly  will  not  be  contended, 
that  the  powers  to  pass  bankrupt  and  naturaliza- 
tion laws  are  by  the  amendments  to  the  constitu- 
tion reserved  to  the  states,  in  cases  where  they  are 
exercised  by  Congress,  because  this  reservation  is 
made  only  of  such  powers  as  are  not  granted  to  the 
general  government — if  granted,  it  would  seem  to 
follow  that  they  are  not  reserved  to  the  states  or  to 
the  people. 

But  it  is  not  in  my  opinion  correct  to  say,  that 
Congress  by  refusing  to  pass  laws  on  those  sub- 
jects, has  not  exercised  the  powers  confided  to 
that  body  by  the  constitution  in  relation  thereto. 
The  refusal  amounts  to  a declaration  of  the  pub- 
lic will,  that  such  laws  are  unwise,  and  ought  not 
to  exist.  And  yet  upon  the  argument  in  favor  of 
state  pretensions,  this  monstrous  doctrine  must  be 
maintained,  that  one  or  more  states  may  pass  laws 
not  only  in  opposition  to  the  policy  and  legislative 
Will  of  the  general  government,  but  to  the  laws  of 
the  other  states,  enacted  upon  the  same  subjects, 
which  to  a certain  extent,  they  partially  repeal:  a 
a doctrine  leading  to  such  absurd  and  dangerous 
consequences  ought  to  have  something  more  solid 
to  stand  upon,  than  a constructive  grant  of  power. 

I am,  upon  the  whole,  of  opinion,  that  the  law 
under  which  the  certificate  is  pleaded  in  bar  of  the 
action  is  altogether  unconstitutional  for  the  reason 
last  assigned,  and  is  so  in  reference  to  this  debt  for 
the  first  reason. 

I desire,  that  it  may  be  distinctly  understood, 
that  I do  not  mean  to  give  any  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject of  insolvent  laws,  acts  of  limitation,  and  the 
like;  because  they  are  not  now  before  me;  and  suf- 
ficient to  the  day  will  be  the  evil  thereof.  I have 
introduced  the  subject  of  law  of  naturalization,  be- 
cause I find  that  subject  in  all  respects,  precisely  like 
that  which  is  particularly  nvolved  in  this  cause. 

Forgery  Legalized. 

The  following  ease,  extracted  from  the 
the  first  Volume  of  Espinasse’s  Nisi  Prius 
cases,  is  interesting  to  the  American  peo- 
ple, as  evincing  the  ideas  of  morality  en- 
tertained by  the  British  government. 
What  must  be  thought  of  a government 
professing  a rigid  adherence  to  the  Laws 
of  Nations,  when  the  highest  legal  function- 
ary of  the  government  can  proclaim  in 
open  court,  that  in  this  infamous  transac- 
tion he  sees  nothing  contrary  to  the  Law's 
of  Nations  or  of  good  faith?  May  we  not 
apprehend  that  the  noted  Stephen  Bur- 
roughs has  already  been  engaged  by  that 
government,  to  inundate  the  country  with 
forged  paper  through  Castine?  In  the 
Dictionary  of  the  British  Government,  it 
wou  d seem  that  dolus  meant  forgery,  and 
virtus , conflagration,  rape,  and  robbery. 

Nat.  Intel. 


Shongitharm  vs.  Lukyn. 

Case  on  a promissory  note  —The  note 
was  drawn  by  the  defendant,  payable  to 
one  Calson,  and  by  Calson  endorsed  to  the 
plaintiff.  The  plaintiff  proved  the  defen- 
dant’s hand  writing,— the  endorsement  by 
Calson. 

Erskine  for  the  defendant,  stated  his  de- 
fence to  be,  that  Lukyn  was  a stationer, 
and  the  plaintiff  an  engraver;  and  that  the 
note  upon  which  the  action  was  brought 
was  given  to  Calson  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  the  plaintiff  for  the  engraving  of 
copper  plates,  upon  which  French  assign 
nats  w ere  to  be  forged,  and  contended  that, 
as  the  consideration  of  the  note  was  fraud, 
that  it  contaminated  the  whole  transaction, 
and  rendered  the  note  not  recoveroble  by- 
law. 

Calson,  the  endorser,  was  called  as  the 
witness.  He  proved  that  Lukyn,  the  de- 
fendant, having  it  in  contemplation  to 
strike  off  impressions  of  a considerable 
quantity  of  assignats  to  be  issued  abroad, 
had  applied  to  him  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
commending an  engraver  for  the  purpose 
of  engraving  the  necessary  plates,  and  that 
Lukyn  represented  to  him  that  they  were 
for  the  Duke  of  York’s  army. 

He  said  that  they  applied  to  Shongi- 
tharm, the  plaintiff,  who  at  first  declined 
the  business  totally;  but  that  being  assured 
by  the  witness  that  it  was  sanctioned  by 
the  government,  and  was  for  the  use  of  the 
Duke  of  York’s  army,  he  then  consented. 
The  witness  further  denied,  that  it  ever 
was  communicated  to  the  plaintiff,  that 
they  were  to  be  circulated  for  any  purpose 
than  he  had  represented. 

Lord  Kenyon  said,  that  if  the  present 
transaction  was  grounded  on  a fraud,  or 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations  or  of  good 
faith,  he  should  have  held  the  notes  to  be 
void;  but  that  it  did  not  appear  that  there 
was  any  fraud  in  the  case;  or  any  violation 
of  positive  law.  Whether  the  issuing  of 
these  assignats  for  the  purpose  of  distress- 
ing the  enemy  was  lawful  in  carrying  on 
the  war,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say;  or 
whether  it  came  within  the  rule  an  dolus 
an  virtus  quis  in  hoste  requirit?  But  let 
that  be  as  it  might,  it  did  not  apply  to  the 
present  case.  It  w as  not  in  evidence  that 
the  plaintiff  was  a party  in  any  fraud,  or 
that  it  was  ever  communicated  to  him  that 
the  assignats  were  to  be  issued  for  any  im- 
proper purpose.  On  the  contrary,  he  sup- 
posed that  they  were  circulated  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  higher  powers  of  this  coun- 
try, and  therefore  did  not  question  the  pro- 
priety or  legality  of  the  measure. 

His  Lordship  declared  his  opinion  to  he, 
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that  the  consideration  was  not  impeached, 
and  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  re- 
cover. 

The  Jury  found  a verdict  for  the  plain- 
tiff. 

Important  Report  on  Medical 
Science* 

The  following  able  and  interesting  re- 
port was  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the 
Senate  of  this  state,  on  Tuesday*  the  tlth 
instant  It  thus  appears  that  the  reeeut 
attempts  made  for  organizing  another 
Medical  Scho  1 in  New- York,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  acts  of  the  Legislature  and  the 
regents  of  the  university,  have  completely 
failed  of  success.  Facts  justify  the  asser- 
tion, that,  in  the  means  of  instruction,  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  of 
that  city  is  second  to  no  similar  institution 
in  the  United  States,  and  that  this  school 
of  medicine  is  eminently  deserving  of  the 
support  of  an  enlightened  Legislature. 

Albany  Argus. 

Mr.  Cochran,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  “an  act  to 
incorporate  the  trustees  of  the  Medical 
Institution  of  the  state  of  New- York,” 
reported. 

That  the  preamble  to  the  bill  states, 
“that  Archibald  Bruce  and  others  have 
been  for  several  years  associated  for  the 
urpose  of  giving  instruction  in  all  the 
ranches  of  medical  science,  and  have,  for 
that  purpose,  selected  skilful  lecturers, 
and  provided  a suitable  building,  together 
with  chemical  and  philosophical  appara- 
tus, anatomical  preparations,  and  other 
things  necessary  to  accomplish  the  end 
they  have  in  view;  and,  therefore,  pray 
to  be  incorporated.” 

. The  objects  stated  in  the  preamble,  to 
be  carried  into  effect  by  the  provisions  of 
the  bill,  are  undoubtedly  laudable;  and  if 
the  attainment  of  them  by  the  meaus  pro- 
posed, were  not  inconsistent  with  that  gen- 
eral system  of  education  adopted  by  our 
laws  and  the  interests  of  established  insti- 
tutions, your  committee  could  see  no  ob- 
jection to  the  bill  which  they  have  had 
under  consideration. 

The  various  laws  which  have  been  pass- 
ed since  the  revolutionary  war,  to  promote 
the  diffusion  of  literature  and  science 
throughout  the  state,  while  they  disclose 
difficulties,  evince  at  the  same  time,  the 
strong  solicitude  which  our  legislature 
have  always  felt  on  the  subject.  Without 
a particular  reference  to  these  acts,  it  will 
only  be  necessary  for  the  present,  in  order 
to  form  a more  correct  opinion  of  the  mat- 
ter submitted  to  your  committes,  to  give  a 


short  hisiory  of  the  origin  and  progress  of 
the  medical  institutions  in  this  state. 

In  the  year  1792,  the  board  of  trustees  of 
Columbia  College,  orgauized  a medical  fa- 
culty, conuected  with  the  College,  and 
proiessors  of  distinguished  talents  were 
appointed  to  deliver  lectures  o«  the  differ- 
ent branches  of  medicine.  Though  the 
annexation  of  such  a faculty  deserved  com- 
mendation, yet,  for  causes  not  necessary  to 
mention  here,  the  benefits  arising  from  it 
were  very  limited — only  thirty-four  stu- 
dents since  its  creation  to  the  year  1814>, 
had  completed  their  courses  of  study,  and 
received  the  medical  honors  of  the  institu- 
tion. 

By  an  act,  passed  as  early  as  the  year 
1791,  power  was  given  to  the  regents  of 
the  university  of  the  state,  lo  establish  a 
college  of  physicians  and  surgeons  within 
the  state.  Believing  that  only  one  medi- 
cal institution  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
w ith  power  to  confer  degrees  sanctioned  by 
authority,  and  conducted  with  ability  and 
attention,  would  best  promote  the  advance- 
ment of  medical  science,  the  regents  were 
unwilling  to  exercise  the  power  vested  in 
them  by  said  act.  Considerations  of  ex- 
pediency, however,  affecting  the  interests 
of  seieuce,  as  vveli  as  other  interests  aris- 
ing from  causes  not  implicating  the  distin- 
guished gentlemen  filling  the  different  pro- 
fessorships in  this  medical  school,  deter- 
mined that  honorable  body  on  the  12th  of 
March  1807,  to  grant  a charter,  establish- 
ing the  present  college  of  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  time  city  of  New-York.  The 
incorporation  of  this  institution,  under  the 
patronage  of  the  regents,  and  its  sanction 
by  the  legislature,  gave  very  general  sat- 
isfaction, and  the  benefits  which  have  re- 
sulted from  it  during  the  period  of  its  ex- 
istence, are  to  be  seen  in  the  annual  re- 
ports to  the  regents  of  the  university.  Its 
successful  progress  was,  however,  lor  a 
short  time  retarded  by  feuds  and  discon- 
tents among  the  professional  members  of 
the  institution,  and  of  others,  arising  prin- 
cipally from  competition  and  rivalry  be- 
tween medical  schools  in  the  same  city* 
whose  objects  were  the  same.  It  was 
therefore  deemed  advisable  by  the  re- 
gents, to  whom  representations  of  these 
disorders  had  been  made,  to  re-model  the 
college  of  physicians,  and  this  wa9  accord- 
ingly done  on  the  first  of  April  1811,  in- 
grafting alterations  upon  their  character, 
principally  with  a view  to  their  union 
with  the  medical  faculty  of  Columbia  Col- 
lege. This  union  was  finally  aud  happily 
effected  at  the  last  session  of  the  regents, 
in  181*,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  aU  con- 
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cerned;  and  the  United  School  now  com- 
bines the  most  eminent  medical  talents  in 
the  state  in  one  splendid  seminary,  under 
the  general  superintendance  of  the  honora- 
ble the  regents,  aided  by  the  patronage  and 
liberal  endowments  of  the  legislature. 

It  is  not  now  deemed  necessary  to  state 
•particularly  any  additional  facts  with  re- 
gard to  the  medical  college  of  New- York. 
How  extensive  is  the  system  of  medical 
education  w hich  it  embraces,  ,will  be  fully 
understood  when  the  committee  make  it 
known  that  complete  courses  of  instruction 
are  provided  for  in  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  in  the  city  of  Nevv- 
York,  on  anatomy,  surgery  and  physiology; 
on  the  theory  and  practice  of  physic  and 
clinical  medicine;  on  chymistry;  on  mate- 
ria medica;  on  the  principles  and  practice 
of  surgery;  on  the  clinical  practice  of  med- 
icine; on  midwifery  and  the  diseases  of 
women  and  children;  on  natural  history; 
on  medical  jurisprudence;  and  on  natural 
philosophy,  by  able  professors  appointed 
for  the  purpose. 

After  perceiving  so  many  difficulties  and 
so  many  impediments  to  harmony,  at  length 
removed  by  the  united  efforts  and  exertions 
of  the  regents  of  the  university,  and  of  some 
eminent  professional  gentlemen,  connected 
■with  the  then  medical  institutions  in  the 
city  of  New-York,  that  your  committee 
should  countenance  the  application  before 
them,  would  be  to  renew  the  like  misun- 
derstandings and  the  like  dissentions, 
which  have  hitherto  prevailed,  much  to 
the  injury  of  medical  science. 

It  is  of  some  importance  to  take  into 
view,  on  this  occasion,  the  well  digested 
plans  contained  in  our  laws,  so  admirably 
calculated  to  promote  useful  knowledge  in 
the  various  departments  of  science. 

The  act  constituting  the  regents  of  the 
university  of  the  state,  gives  to  that  body 
the  right,  at  discretion,  under  its  particular 
provisions  to  incorporate  colleges  and 
other  seminaries  of  learning,  and  a super- 
intending power  over  them.  Being  ena- 
bled to  hold  property,  real  and  personal, 
to  the  amount  of  the  annual  income  of 
40,000  bushels  of  wheat,  and  possessing  no 
inconsiderable  funds  from  the  liberality 
and  munificence  of  the  state,  its  judicious 
distribution  from  time  to  time,  among  the 
academies  in  the  different  counties,  is  ev- 
idenced by  the  success  w hich  has  attended 
it  in  the  present  flourishing  state  of  learn- 
ing. As  a part  of  this  excellent  system, 
the  committee  recognize  the  law  incorpo- 
rating medical  societies  in  each  county, 
for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  practice 
of  physic  and  surgery.  In  all  this  is  seen 


the  efforts  of  the  best  men  and  the  most  en- 
lightened legislators  of  our  country.  It  has 
been  the  work  of  time,  and  in  the  result  of 
much  experience. 

To  incorporate,  therefore,  by  special 
acts  of  the  legislature,  seminaries  of  learn- 
ing, upon  the  application  of  private  asso- 
ciations, and  particularly  another  medical 
institution  in  the  city  of  New-l'ork.  would 
in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  by  such 
innovations  upon  this  admirable  structure, 
totally  derange,  if  not  break  dow  n some  of 
our  most  useful  and  settled  literary  estab- 
lishments. Your  committee  are  therefore 
of  opinion  that  the  hill  ought  to  be  reject-' 

ed.  - — 

To  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 
The  memorial  and  'petition  of  the  Religious 

Society  of  Friends  ( commonly  called 

Quakers.) 

Respectfully  Show , 

That  your  memorialists,  estimating  the 
high  regard  with  which  the  legislature 
will  be  disposed  to  consider  every  subject 
affecting  the  great  principles  of  ci  vil  or  re- 
ligious liberty,  beg  leave  to  solicit  your  at- 
tention to  the  militia  laws  of  this  common- 
wealth, and  to  the  incompatibility  which 
sometimes  results  between  the  requisitions 
of  the  law,  and  the  obligations  of  religious 
duty. 

In  this  enlightened  age  and  country,  and 
before  this  legislature,  your  memorialists 
conceive  it  unnecessary  to  urge  the  unalien- 
able rights  of  conscience,  or  to  adduce 
any  arguments  to  show,  that  the  relatione 
between  man  and  his  creator,  neither  can 
nor  ought  to  be  prescribed  or  controlled, 
by  any  human  authority.  It  is  unneces- 
sary, because  the  proposition  is  self-evi- 
dent, and  especially  because  it  is  one  of 
the  fundamental  principles,  upon  which 
the  civil  and  political  institutions  of  this 
country  are  established.  This  principle  is 
recognized  in  the  bill  of  rights;  it  is  con- 
firmed by  the  law  of  1785,  passed  in  the 
enlightened  and  liberal  spirit  of  that  in- 
strument; and  the  state  itself,  by  its  conven- 
tion which  ratified  the  federal  constitution 
expressly  declared,  that  “the  liberty  of 
conscience  cannot  be  cancelled,  abridged, 
restrained,  or  modified  by  any  authority 
of  the  United  States.”  The  free  exercise 
of  religion,  therefore,  is  not  merely  tole- 
rated; it  is  declared  in  the  most  solemn 
form,  it  is  confirmed  in  the  most  explicit 
manner. 

But  the  liberty  of  conscience,  your  me- 
morialists conceive,  cannot  be  restricted 
to  the  mere  liberty  of  thinking  or  to  the 
silent  and  unseen  modifications  of  religious 
opinion.  Religion  has  duties  to  be  perform- 
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ellwand  it  points  out  offences  to  be  avoid- 
ed; its  free  exercise  must  therefore  consist 
in  an  active  compliance  with  its  dictates, 
enforced*  by  no  legal  compulsion,  or  re- 
strained by  no  legal  impediment 

Your  memorialists,  in  common  with 
every  virtuous  citizen,  would  disclaim  any 
exemption,  under  the  colour  of  religious 
liberty,  from  the  universal  obligations  of 
moral  duty.  But  the  law  of  1783,  iu  mak- 
ing ‘‘overt  acts”  of  au  injurious  nature, 
the  limit  of  the  privilege,  and  the  criterion 
of  the  abuse,  removes  all  danger  to  the 
community.  Any  encroachment  on  the 
rights  of  others,  or  violation  of  the  moral 
law,  under  pretence  of  liberty  of  consci- 
ence, would  immediately  betray  its  own 
guilt  and  hypocrisy,  and  afford  a legitimate 
cause  for  the  interposition  of  the  civil  au- 
thority. 

These  considerations  are  suggested,  as 
applicable  to  the  case,  which  is  now  sub- 
mitted to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  le- 
gislature. 

Your  memorialists  are  Christians;  and 
impressed  with  the  firm  conviction  that 
war  is  forbidden  under  the  gospel,  they 
cannot  bear  arms.  To  require  it  under  le- 


it  is  believed,  of  their  sincerity  and  the 
justice  of  their  claim,  exempted  them  from 
the  obligation  to  bear  anps,  and  from  cer- 
tain fines  and  penalties  w hich  had  been  im- 
posed on  their  non-compliance  with  mili- 
tary requisitions  But  the  laws  are  chang- 
ed. They  now  require  that  your  memo- 
ralists,  notwithstanding  the  insuperable  ob- 
jection of  their  religious  scruples,  should 
be  trained  to  arms.  Their  refusal  subjects 
them  to  fines,  which,  within  certain  limita- 
tions are  fixed  at  the  discretion  of  the  courts 
martial,  and  become  in  numerous  instances 
extremely  oppressive.  Nor  is  this  all— . 
your  memorialists  conceive  that  a volunta- 
ry payment  of  a fine  imposed  on  them  for 
adherence  to  their  religious  duty,  or  the 
receiving  of  surplus  money  arising  from 
the  sale  of  their  property  seized  for  the 
satisfying  of  these  demands,  would  be  to 
acknowledge  a delinquency  which  they 
cannot  admit,  and  to  become  parties  in  a 
traffic  or  commutation  of  their  principles. 
Hence  also  considerable  loss  is  sustained. 
And  notwithstanding  your  memorialists 
may  acknowledge  that  many  officers  of  the 
government,  in  these  cases  manifest  great 
reluctance,  and  execute  their  trust  with 


gal  penalties,  is  then  to  reduce  them  to  the  scrupulous  regard  to  the  sufferers;  yet 
alternative  of  refusing  a compliance  with  there  are  other  instances,  in  which  wanton 


the  law's  of  their 


iolati 


country,  or  of  w 

what  they  most  solemnly  believe  is  to  them 
a law  of  God,  clothed  w ith  the  same  most 
lawful  sanctions. 

Your  memorialists  plead  no  new  doc- 


depredations  are  made  on  the  property  of 
individuals. 

Your  memoralists  are  aware  that  it  may 
be  said  that  the  law  does  not  discriminate 
between  them  and  others,  and  that  they 


trines;  they  set  up  no  novel  pretensions. — . ought  equally  to  support  the  public  bur- 
They  ask  permission  only  to  practice  tJ^e  dens,  and  yield  their  services  to  the  exi- 
precepts  of  Jesus  Christ — to  adhere  to  the  gencies  of  the  state.  This  objection  sup- 
principles  which  prevailed  through  the  poses  that  a general  law  cannot  have  a 
first  centuries  of  the  Christian  dispensa-  partial  or  unequal  operation.  It  supposes 
tion,  which  pious  men  through  every  sub-  too,  that  what  may  he  deemed  a national 


sequent  age  have  maintained;  aud  which 
their  predecessors  from  the  time  they  have 
been  known  as  a religious  society,  under 
various  forms  of  government,  and  through 
sufferings  imposed  by  rigorous  and  perse- 
cuting laws,  have  uniformly  supported. 

It  is  true  that  in  the  lapse  of  lime,  the 
spirit  of  persecution  has  faded  before  the 
lights  of  truth.  Our  own  country,  as  alrea- 
dy stated,  has  been  particularly  distinguish- 
ed for  maintaining  the  principles  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty, and  for  rejecting  those 
of  coercive  law  and  religious  intolerance. 
The  very  grievance  to  which  we  now  soli- 
cit your  attention,  has  been  acknowledged 
and  redressed.  A legislature,  composed  of 
enlightened  statesmen  and  sages,  who  had 
assisted  in  establishing  the  chartered  rights 
ot  America,  who  had  seen  the  principles 
which  your  memorialists  maintain,  tested 
through  the  revolutionary  war,  convinced, 


concern,  may  supersede  the  chartered 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  people.  But 
your  memorialists  cannot  suppose  that 
these  principles,  which  indeed  are  no  other 
than  maxims  of  tyranny,  will  ever  be  de- 
liberately adopted  or  acted  upon  hy  this 
legislature.  If  one  member  of  the  commu- 
nity believe  it  his  duty  to  fight,  and  slay 
the  enemies  of  his  country,  and  if  any  be- 
lieve that  he  is  prohibited  by  divine  com- 
mand, from  planning  the  destruction  or 
shedding  the  blood  of  his  fellow  creatures; 
the  question,  as  relates  to  the  present  sub- 
ject, is  not,  which,  or  whether  either  is 
wrong,  but  whether  the  law,  commanding 
both  to  take  arms,  would  not  operate  une- 
qually, and  violate  the  rights  of  conscience! 
It  would  operate  unequally,  because  it 
does  not  discriminate;  because,  to  the  con- 
science of  the  one  it  w ould  enjoin  the  per- 
formance of  a duty  ; to  that  of  the  other  the 
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commission  of  a crime.  It  would  violate  the 
liberty  of  conscience,  because  it  would  com- 
pel, under  pains  and  penalties,  the  per- 
formance of  an  act,  which  is  believed  of 
fensive  to  the  Divine  Being.  Human  au- 
thority cannot  like  the  great  searcher  of 
hearts,  try  the  spirits  of  men  respecting 
truth  and  error,  it  cannot  remit  the  penal- 
ties of  sin,  or  control  the  convictions  of  the 
heart;  and,  therefore,  in  this  country  at 
least,  the  liberty  of  conscience  is  wisely 
placed  beyond  the  sphere  of  legislation,  and 
protected  from  the  encroachment  of  any 
power  in  the  government. 

It  may  be  recollected  too,  that  in  every 
nation  of  the  civilized  world  where  this  so- 
ciety is  found,  they  profess  and  maintain 
the  same  principles.  That  no  hope  of  re- 
ward, no  dread  of  punishment,  nor  confis- 
cations, imprisonments  or  death,  would  in- 
duce them  to  bear  arms  against  this  coun- 
try, or  in  any  other  cause  whatever,  and 
that  every  attempt  to  coerce  them  would 
result  on  the  one  side,  in  the  triumph  of 
principle,  however  severely  tested,  and  in 
unavailing  persecution  on  the  other 

While  it  is  therefore  evident  that  the 


tions,  will  receive  a candid  and  impartial 
consideration. 

It  would  be  useless,  I apprehend,  in  in- 
troducing the  subject,  to  enter  into  any 
minute  inquiry  respecting  the  nature  and 
rights  of  men  in  society;  or  to  examine 
auy  of  the  various  theories  of  government, 
to  find  in  how  many  ways,  those  rights 
have  been  abused.  The  American  peo- 
ple understand  this  subject.  They  did  not, 
in  establishing  the  empire  of  liberty,  on 
t he  basis  of  equal  laws , look  to  the  pittance 
of  privilege,  which  had  in  different  ages, 
been  extorted  from  bigotry,  or  wrung  from 
the  grasp  of  power  JNio;  they  were  men, 
and  conscious  of  their  rights;  the}  were 
brethren,  and  saw'  that  their  rights  were 
equal.  To  preserve  them,  they  did  not 
set  op  humeri  beings  like  themselves,  with 
crowns  and  mitres  on  their  heads,  and 
commit  to  their  ambition,  cupidity  and  ca- 
price, for  safe  keeping  and  distribution, 
those  sacred  immunities  with  which  their 
Creator  had  endowed  them — which  he  bad 
made  coexistent  with  mind  itsell~inheren$ 
and  unalienable.  It  was  to  preserve  to 
themselves  these  inestimable  blessings,  to 


ostensible  object  of  the  law,  for  training  transmit  them  to  their  children,  to  guard 
them  to  arms  cannot  be  effected,  anti  it  is  j them  for  ever  from  usurpation,  that,  view- 
presumed,  from  the  general  notoriety  of  ling  the  whole  ground  of  polity  with  a dis- 
their  principles,  that  it  is  not  even  expect  criminating  eye,  they  declared  irrevocably, 
ed  to  be  attained — while  your  memorialists [that  conscience  belongs  to  God , and  civil 


believe  that  the  principles  they  hold  can 
in  no  sense  prove  injurious  to  the  commu- 
nity, and  are  persuaded  that  this  legislature 
would  disclaim  the  idea  of  raising  revenue 
by  laws  inflicting  fines  on  the  free  exercise 
of  conscience- — they  trust  that  a privilege 
conferred  by  the  Supreme  Being,  and  b\ 
the  highest  authority  ip  ^ his  country  de- 


clared sacred  and  inviolable. 


may 


be  safek 


expected  from  its  justice  and  liberality.-^- 
They  therefore  respectfully  petition,  that 
the  laws  imposing  military  requisitions 
pnd  penalties  for  non-compliaHce,  may  be 
considered,  as  they  respect  your  petition- 
ers, and  such  relief  afforded,  as  to  the  wis- 
dom of  the  legislature,  shall  seem  just  and 
accessary. 

feigned  by  order  and  on  behalf  of  a meet- 
ing of  the  representatives  of  the  aforesaid 
society,  held  in  Dinwiddie  county,  the  17th 
of  the  11th  month,  1810.  By 

BENJAMIN  BATES, 
Clerk  at  the  time , 

The  following  letter  was  addressed  by  Ben- 
jamin Bates  ( bearer  of  the  above  memo- 
rial,)  to  a member  of  the  legislature , 

The  friendly  manner  in  which  we  dis- 
cussed together  the  principles  of  onr  me- 
morial (now  before  the  legislature)  induces 
me  to  hope,  that  a few  additional  observa- 


government  to  the  people. 

On  this  principle  their  whole  political 
structure  is  erected,  hence  tjie  law  ema- 
nates, and  every  power  in  the  government 
is  bound  by  its  authority,  feo  it  stands  up- 
on paper;  but  how  does  it  operate  in  prac- 
tice? is  the  liberry  of  conscience  indeed 
preserved  inviolate?  Do  the  laws  impose  no 
other  restraints  on  religious  freedom,  than 
are  sufficient  to  preserve  the  peace  and  or- 
der of  society?  Are  none  of  the  honest,  and 
inoffensive  inhabitants  of  this  common- 
wealth taxed,  fined  or  harrassed  in  their 
persons  or  property,  on  account  of  their  re- 
ligious tenets?  These  are  questions  which 
the  patriot  and  statesman  may  ponder,  but 
the  answer  is  obvious  and  undeniable.  The 
liberty  of  conscience  is  abridged:  the  laws 
do  impose  other  restraints  than  those  con- 
templated by  the  act,  “establishing  religi- 
ous freedom;”  and  a number  of  peaceable 
and  useful  citizens,  are  exposed  to  fines 
and  penalties,  on  account  of  their  religi- 
ous principles.  How  is  this  infraction  of 
natural  and  constitutional  right  to  be  ac- 
counted for?  It  will  not  be  said,  that  either 
those  people  or  their  principles  were  un- 
known, when  the  declaration  of  rights 
was  made,  and  the  form  of  government 
estabiished.  It  will  not  be  pretended,  that 
thej  were  excluded  from  the  common 


NILES*  WEEKLY  REGISTER — SUPPLEMENT  TO  VOL.  VII.  93 


privileges  of  citizens,  and  the  common 
rights  of  humanity.  No,  but  it  is  said  that 
the  government  must  be  defended;  and 
they  are  therefore  enrolled  for  the  purpose 
of  learning  the  use  of  the  firelock  and  bay- 
onet, and  for  acquiring  the  art  of  inflicting 
death  with  the  greatest  expedition  and  ef- 
fect; men  whose  religion  is  a system  of  uni- 
versal benevolence ; who  believe  God  Al- 
mighty forbids  animosity,  revenge  and  vio- 
lence; and  who  are  assured,  that  disobedi- 
ence to  his  commands,  involves  dreadful  and 
eternal  consequences . 

This  society  maintain , with  the  fram- 
ers of  our  constitution,  and  in  con- 
formity with  the  repeatedly  declared 
sense  of  the  American  people,  that  go- 
vernment has  no  right  to  bring  the 
laws  of  God  and  man  into  competition , 
and  that  there  exists  no  authority  in  any 
department  thereof,  to  cancel,  abridge, 
restrain  or  modify  the  liberty  of  con- 
science. When  this  declaration  was 
solemnly  made  the  last  time  by  the  peo- 
ple of  this  state,  and  reciprocated  by  the 
whole  union,  the  society  of  Friends 
were  exempt  by  law , as  well  as  by  their 
constitutional  privileges,  both  from  mi- 
litia duty  and  personal  services  in  war. 
Did  not  the  law  which  afterwards  sub- 
jected them,  under  heavy  penalties,  to 
all  the  requisitions  of  the  military  sys- 
tem, “ abridge 99  this  liberty  of  conscience 
which  had  been  thus  solemnly  guaran- 
teed? And  if  it  did,  ought  not  an  evi- 
dence of  the  fact,  and  an  appeal  to  the 
justice  of  the  country,  to  be  sufficient  to 
restore  them  to  their  lights?  The  fact  is 
undeniable— the  appeal  is  made,  and  its 
success,  perhaps,  ought  not  to  be  doubt- 
ed. But  in  the  mean  time,  the  subject  is 
variously  canvassed,  and  many  objec- 
tions and  difficulties  are  thrown  in  the 
way.  We  have  referred,  in  our  memo- 
riul%  to  the  rights  of  conscience,  as  a na- 
tural and  constitutional  privilege;  but 
we  are  told  the  liberty  of  conscience  is 
an  abstract  principle,  and  as  such  is  not 
to  be  relied  on  in  particular  cases.  What 
is  an  abstract  principle?  Js  it  some  re- 
mote indefinite  truth,  which  may  be  in- 
differently remembered  or  forgotten?  Or 
is  it  some  proposition  to  which  the  un- 
derstanding assents,  but  which  is  still  to 
be  tested  by  experience? 

Now,  it  cannot  be  supposed,  that  the 
men,  selected  by  the  people,  to  mark  out 
the  boundaries  of  the  law,  and  to  fix  the 
'limits  of  power  iu  a great,  free  aud  en- 


lightened nation,  would  so  insignificantly 
employ  their  time  and  abuse  their  trust, 
as  to  set  down  as  a declaration  of  rights, 
any  random  propositions  that  might  chauee 
to  occur  to  their  recollection  as  true.  The 
fathers  of  American  liberty  did  not  attract 
to  themselves  the  gratitude  of  their  coun- 
try and  the  admiration  of  the  world,  by 
writing  merely  what  was  true , but  for  se- 
lecting the  very  truths  they  meant  to  estab- 
lish— for  drawing  an  insuperable,  unalter- 
able line  of  separation  between  those  pow- 
ers which  a free  people  may  confide  in 
their  government,  and  those  inherent  and 
unalienable  rights  which  they  retain  to 
themselves.  It  was  expressly  lor  the  pre- 
servation of  those  rights  that  the  constitu- 
tion was  formed.  Its  barriers  were  laid 
strong  and  deep  around  them;  and  when- 
ever they  are  broken  down,  tyranny  and 
oppression  will  resume  their  course.  Nor 
can  it  be  thought  that  this  liberty  of  con- 
science was  introduced  as  a new  or  untried 
principle.  The  statesman  of  our  country 
were  not  such  novices  in  the  subject  of 
law  and  government,  or  so  unacquainted 
with  human  nature,  as  to  suppose,  that  the 
rights  of  conscience  had  never  been  tested. 
Nor  would  they,  if  such  had  been  their 
opinion,  expose  the  nation  to  difficulties 
and  danger  by  a novel  and  presumptuous 
experiment.  No — These  men  understood 
their  subject,  its  nature,  its  history  and 
its  importance,  were  familiar  to  their 
minds.  They  knew  how  readily  the  pride 
of  opinion  and  the  possession  of  power, 
combine  to  produce  intolerance — They 
knew  that  a denial  of  their  rights  consti- 
tutes the  worst  species  of  tyranny.  Na- 
tions have  groaned  for  ages  under  its  in- 
fluences, and  to  preserve  this  country  from 
a similar  fate  they  held  forth  the  right,  of 
conscience — .Not  as  an  abstract  metaphysi- 
cal notion , but  as  a living,  indestructable 
privilege,  of  which  no  law  should  ever  de- 
prive a citizen? 

But  why  was  it  necessary  to  guard  those 
rights  with  such  anxious  solicitude?  Why 
enshrine  them  in  the  constitution,  and  pro- 
tect them  with  such  jealous  care  from  the 
powers  of  the  legislature?  Is  not  the  gov- 
ernment derived  from  the  people?  Is  it  not 
administered  by  their  agents,  and  solely 
for  their  benefit?  And  cannot  the  people  b^ 
trusted  with  the  guardianship  of  their  ov\n 
privileges?  The  answer  is  plain — a gov- 
ernment of  the  people  is  necessarily  a gov- 
ernment of  the  majority,  but  the  majority, 
if  they  are  not  bound  by  constitutional  res- 
traints, may,  in  securing  their  own  rights, 
overlook  or  violate  the  rights  of  others. — 
But  would  it  not  be  mockery  to  tell  the  mi- 
nority,under  those  circumstances,  that  they 
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ought  not  to  complain— that  their  country 
is  a free  republic,  and  themselves  integral 

Sarts  of  the  sovereign  authority?  Would 
ley  not  be  sensible  that  their  rights  and 
liberties  depended  on  the  will  and  Jay  at 
the  mercy  of  individuals,  and  that  how- 
ever  many  or  few  those  individuals  might 
he,  and  under  whatever  forms  their  pro- 
ceedings might  be  conducted,  an  arbitrary 
government  is  still  despotism,  and  the  sub- 
jects of  it  are  slaves?  Hence  the  necessity 
of  constitutional  restraints;  and  when  those 
are  properly  established;  when  government 
simply  occupies  the  ground  on  which  it  is 
placed,  and  exercises  only  the  powers 
which  have  been  submitted  to  its  direction, 
the  decisions  of  the  majority  become  the 
legitimate  rules  of  action,  and  every  mem- 
ber of  the  community  (whatever  may  be  his 
opinion  of  their  wisdom  or  expediency)  is 
bound  to  obey  them.  This  is  presumed  to 
be  the  true  definition'of  a free  government. 
But  of  what  avail,  under  any  form  of  gov- 
ernment, is  the  attempt  to  enslave  the 
mind?  As  soon  would  the  academy  devise 
means  to  arrest  or  control  the  revolutions 
of  the  solar  system, as  the  legislature  of  any 
country  to  find  law  s that  would  bind  the 
free  spirit  of  man.  How  long  has  tyranny 
tortured  its  invention,  and  varied  the  ap- 
paratus, for  discovering  this  grand  desider* 
atum?  Creeds,  tests  and  anathemas  have 
been  tried.  Stripes,  fetters  and  dungeons 
have  done  their  best.  Racks,  flames  and 
gibbets  have  exhausted  all  their  powers, 
and  all  have  ended  in  miserable  disap- 
pointment. And  is  it  not  difficult  to  con- 
ceive how  the  notion  ever  came  to  be  en- 
tertained on  this  side  the  Atlantic?  The 
genius  of  our  country  did  not  borrow  even 
the  mildest  feature  of  such  a system;  and 
it  is  certainly  not  congenial  with  our  hab- 
its of  thinking,  to  suppose  that  the  mind 
may  be  fettered  by  putting  a chain  upon 
the  leg,  or  that  a man’s  heart  can  be  di- 
vested of  its  convictions,  by  a warrant  to 
take  his  cattle. 

But  admitting,  that  the  liberty  of  con- 
science is  both  a natural  and  constitutional 
right,  and  that  it  is  physically  impossible 
to  control  the  free  agency  of  the  mind,  still 
it  is  contended  that  an  expedient  may  be 
found  which  shall  protect  those  rights 
from  violation,  and  at  the  same  time  satis- 
fy the  law,  which  would  otherwise  infringe 
them. 

Thus,  if  the  legislature  enjoin  the  per- 
formance of  certain  duties,  on  which  it  is 
supposed  the  very  existence  of  government 
depends,  and  those  duties  happen  to  inter- 
fere with  the  constitutional  rights  of  any 
individual,  let  that  individual  pay  an  equi- 


valent, and  be  excused.  If  it  be  a milita- 
ry service,  for  instance,  and  his  religious 
principles  forbid  him  to  fight,  let  him  pay 
a tax  for  the  support  of  schools,  and  make 
the  tax  equal  to  the  military  service.  The 
argument  fairly  stated,  stands  thus:  The 
legislature  shall  not  restrain  the  free  ex* 
ercise  of  conscience,  but  they  may  levy  a 
fine  upon  the  advantages  derived  from  the 
exemption. 

Have  I any  objection  to  the  support  of 
schools?  Far  from  it.  I should  rejoice  to 
see  knowledge  and  virtue  diffused  among 
the  lower  classes  of  society.  I would 
cheerfully  pa^  an  equal  tax  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  might  be  disposed  to  encourage, 
it  by  a voluntary  contribution.  But  when 
I pay  a partial  tax , a fine , I am  neither 
discharging  the  common  duties  of  a citi- 
zen, nor  doing  an  aet  of  benevolence;  I am 
paying  what  is  considered  by  the  govern* 
ment  as  a debt;  and  for  what  considera* 
tion?  Plainly  for  being  allowed  the  liberty 
of  conscience.  But  l do  not  desire  the  lib- 
erty of  conscience  from  the  government;  I 
hold  it  by  a tenure  antecedent  to  the  insti- 
tution of  civil  society— it  was  secured  to  me 
in  the  social  compact,  and  was  never  sub* 
mitted  to  the  legislature  at  all;  they  have 
therefore  no  privilege  to  grant  or  withhold 
at  their  pleasure,  and  certainly  no  pretence 
of  right  or  authority  to  sell  it  for  a price * 
It  appears  then,  that  this  exclusive  tax  for 
the  support  of  schools  is  a groundless  and 
oppressive  demand.  It  is  a muster  tine  in 
disguise,  and  violates  the  very  principle  it 
seemed  to  respect.  But  is  it  not  unreason* 
able,  it  is  asked,  that  our  fellow-citizens, 
who  believe  war  to  be  allowable  and  neces- 
sary, should  be  subjected  to  the  hardships 
and  privations  incident  to  the  training  and 
service,  while  we,  under  the  protection  of 
our  religious  principles,  enjoy  complete  e$* 
emption? 

We  answer,  no.  If  those  citizens  do  be* 
lieve  that  war  is  necessary  for  their  de- 
fence, if  they  conceive  it  to  be  their  duty 
and  their  interest  to  fight— if  it  accords 
with  their  religious  principles  to  repel  ag- 
gressions by  the  sword — if  in  the  full  exer- 
cise of  their  privileges,  they  give  to  the  go- 
vernment authority  to  command  them  in 
these  services,  this  is  their  own  act  and 
they  Cannot  complain  of  the  consequences. 

But  a man  is  not  the  judge  of  his  neighbour’s 
conscience,  and  if  the  powers  they  surrender  for 
themselves,  involve  constitutional  privileges,  they 
are  binding  only  on  those  who  have  consented  to 
them. 

May  I enquire  what  it  is  that  constitutes  the  ob- 
ligation to  fight  for  one’s  country?  I mean  to  ap- 
ply the  question  to  a free  people,  for  under  a des- 
potism the  will  of  the  master  is  the  obligation  of 
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the  slave.  What  is  it  then  in  a free  country  that 
induces  a man  to  go  to  war?  Is  it  the  protection  of 
his  rights?  But  what  rights  has  he  to  protect, 
whose  most  essential  privileges  are  already  wrested 
from  him?  Or  is  it  the  interest  which  every  indi- 
vidual feels  in  preserving  Ins  property,  his  home, 
his  children,  his  friends?  Have  not  all  some  inter- 
esting attachments?  Have  not  all  some  endearing 
objects  that  cling  about  the  heart?  And  is  not  the 
heart?  And  is  not  the  aggregate  of  those  their 
country'1  Every  man,  therefore,  engaged  by  com- 
mon consent  in  a defensive  war,  considers  that  he  is 
fighting  for  hirmelf  and  his  domestic  enjoyments. 
His  home  is  identified  with  his  country , and  he  is 
using  those  means  which  his  oivn  reason  and  con- 
science approve,  for  its  defence.  We  too  have 
homes,  and  a little  property,  and  children  and 
friends,  whose  welfare  is  dearer  than  life.  We  too 
connect  them  with  our  country,  and  for  their  pre- 
servation, would  make  any  sacrifice  which  ovr  rea- 
son and  conscience  could  approve . But  these  forbid 
us  to  fight. 

The  power  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  all  our 
enjoyments,  and  whose  divine  providence  is:  their 
best  protection  has  not  committed  to  us  the  right 
to  destroy  our  fellow-creatures,  or  to  seek  the  re- 
dress of  our  wrongs  by  the  shedding  of  human 
blood.  But  we  know  that  he  has  communicated 
to  man  a principle  capable  of  silencing*  war  and 
violence.  There  is,  my  friend,  in  the  religion  taught 
by  Jesus  Christ,  a power  able  to  reconcile  us  to 
God  and  to  one  another.  It  can  divest  the  heart 
that  receives  it  of  its  propensities  to  wrongs  and 
violence;  and  implant  in  their  place  the  disposition 
to  suffer  wrongs  and  violence  for  its  sake.  Thous- 
ands of  living  witnesses  bear  testimony  to  this  di- 
vine principle — thousands,  who  would  suffer  any 
privation  or  punishment,  rather  than  impede,  by 
their  example,  its  influence  and  increase.  And 
ought  it  not  to  console  the  friend  of  his  country, 
and  of  his  species,  to  see  its  growth,  and  to  be  as- 
sured by  indubitable  evidence,  that  it  is  possible, 
in  its  support,  to  return  good  for  evil,  to  love 
even  our  very  enemies;  and  for  man,  in  all  situations 
to  be  tlie  friend  of  man. 

Connecticut  Legislature, 

Hartford , January  25. 
This  day  the  Honourable  General  Assembly  of  this 
State  convened  in  this  City.  The  Session  was 
opened  in  the  usual  form;  when  his  Excellency 
the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

SPEECH: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council , Jlfr.  Speaker,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Convention  of  Delegates,  from  this 
and  some  of  our  sister  States,  having  ful- 
filled the  objects  of  their  appointment,  I 
have  considered  it  my  duty  to  afford  you 
an  early  opportunity  of  acting  on  their  Re- 
port. 

In  laying  these  important  proceedings 
before  you,  I feel  assured  you  will  give 
them  that  consideration  which  is  due  to  the 
opinions  of  revered  patriots,  formed  from 
a deliberate  survey  of  the  national  affairs 
and  dictated  by  a zealous  regard  to  the  in- 
terests of  individual  States,  and  the  lasting 
welfare  of  our  country. 


I shall  not  detain  you,  gentlemen,  by  a 
minute  reference  to  the  various  subjects 
comprised  in  the  report.  Your  attention 
will  undoubtedly  be  first  directed  to  tljose 
measures  which  are  recommended  as  ne- 
cessary for  our  defence  against  the  com- 
mon enemy.  Should  the  war  continue  we 
have  as  yet  no  assurance,  either  that  the 
mode  of  conducting  it  is  to  be  essentially 
changed,  or  that  any  part  of  the  heavy 
contributions  levied  Hpon  our  citizens  will 
be  applied  to  their  protection.  Hence, 
unless  seasonable  precautions  are  taken, 
we  are  to  expect  a repetition  of  that  annoy- 
ance by  the  enemy,  and  of  those  embar- 
rassments from  our  own  government  which 
were  so  largely  experienced  during  the  last 
campaign.  The  plainest  principles  ofjus- 
tice  and  of  self  preservation  demand,  that 
whilst  the  burden  of  defence  is  laid  upon 
the  state  so  much  of  its  resources  as  may 
be  adequate  to  that  end,  should  in  any 
event  be  retained.  It  is  desirable  that  on 
this  subject  au  explicit  arrangement  should 
be  made  with  the  general  government,  nor 
ought  we  to  doubt  that  an  immediate  appli- 
cation for  that  purpose  would  be  success- 
ful. You  will  consider  how  far  the  rea- 
sonable overtures  suggested  by  the  conven- 
tion are  calculated  to  meet  this  object. 

But  in  the  midst  of  our  efforts  to  resist 
hostile  attempts  from  abroad,  let  us  beware 
of  oppression  at  home.  It  was  not  the 
least  of  the  evils  which  were  apprehended 
from  an  offensive  war,  that  both  the 
temptation  and  the  means  would  be 
thereby  afforded,  to  invade  the  sovereignty 
of  the  respective  States,  and  to  break  down 
those  barriers  between  the  national  and 
state  governments  which  were  wisely  in- 
tended as  the  most  effectual  safe  guards  of 
the  rights  of  the  People.  It  is  painful  to 
observe  to  what  an  extent  these  fears  are 
already  realized.  We  shall  fail  in  our  du 
ty,  Gentlemen,  if  we  neglect  to  guard  with 
equal  vigilance  against  foreign  dominion 
and  domestic  usurpation.  With  evident 
propriety,  therefore,  yourfparticular  atten- 
tion is  invited,  in  this  report,  to  such  acts  of 
the  general  government  in  the  prosecution 
of  tiie  war,  as  are  unsupported  by  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution. 

This  Assembly  have  expressed  their 
opinion  of  the  attempts  to  subject  the  mili- 
tia or  other  citizens  to  forcible  drafts  and 
impressments,  for  the  purpose  of  filling  the 
ranks  of  the  regular  army.  We  have  the 
satisfaction  to  perceive  that  these  bold  at- 
tacks upon  the  liberties  of  a Free  People 
have  hitherto  failed  of  success.  Schemes 
nevertheless,  formed  with  such  deliberation, 
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and  urged  with  sucli  zeal  are  probably  not 
abandoned.  It  is  consequently  proper  to 
inquire  by  what  legislative  provision;  our 
fellow  citizens  can  be  effectually  secured 
against  their  operation. 

The  convention  have  not  limited  their 
views  to  the  present  distresses  of  the  coun- 
try. They  purpose  to  lay  a foundation  for 
the  permanent  tranquillity  of  these  States, 
by  several  important  amendments  of  the 
National  Constitution.  The  Legislature 
of  Connecticut  have  rarely  manifested  a 
disposition  to  effect  even  the  slightest  al- 
teration in  that  instrument.  Whilst  faith- 
fully performing  the  duties  enjoined  upon 
them  by  the  federal  compact,  the  have 
viewed  with  nearly  equal  concern  the  re- 
peated and  successful  attempts  of  others  to 
modify  and  to  violate  it.  But  without  re- 
citing the  causes  which  have  reduced  our 
once  prosperous  nation  to  its  present  con- 
dition, the  question  may  be  confidently 
asked,  whether  the  time  has  not  arrived  in 
which  radical  reforms  are  indispensable? 

I forbear  to  enlarge  on  other  parts  of 
this  interesting  report.  We  are  to  pre- 
sume that  a sense  of  justice  will  induce 
the  administration  to  assent  to  the  propo- 
sed arrangement,  and  that  the  ulteriour 
resort  recommended  by  the  convention 
will  be  therefore  unnecessary.  Should  dif- 
ferent sentiments  unfortunately  prevail, 
the  General  Assembly  will  hold  its  usual 
session  in  time  to  provide  for  such  a state 
of  things  as  would  then  exist. 

Those  who  have  believed  that  our  suf- 
fering called  for  more  prompt  and  efficient 
modes  of  redress, will  be  satisfied  that  mod- 
eratisn  no  less  than  firmness  is  the  dictate 
of  an  enlightened  and  just  policy,  and  that 
it  would  ill  become  the  uniform  friends  of 
liberty  and  order  to  dishonour  their  prin- 
ciples by  rash  councils  or  precipitate  mea- 
sures. The  temperate  and  magnanimous 
course  proposed  for  our  adoption  cannot 
fail  to  allay  the  apprehensions  which  many 
have  professed  to  entertain,  and  to  enliven 
the  hopes  of  all  who  cherish  our  na- 
tional union,  and  are  disposed  to  place  it 
on  a solid  and  durable  basis. 

Gentlemen, 

It  is  not  expected  that  the  ordinary  bu- 
siness of  the  legislature  will  occupy  much 
of  your  time  at  the  present  session.  You 
will  feel  the  importance,  however,  of  pay- 
ing a particular  regard  to  our  financial 
concerns.  To  render  the  operation  of  the 
treasury  successful  and  by  means  the  least 
burdensome  to  our  constituents,  is  a sub- 
ject which  claims,  and  1 doubt  not  will  re- 
ceive, your  earnest  and  faithful  attention. 
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Of  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive  un- 
der various  acts  and  resolutions  of  the  last 
Sessiou  you  will  be  informed  by  a separate 
communication. 

At  this  season  of  wide-spread  calamity, 
it  becomes  us,  Gentlemen,  in  all  our  delib- 
erations, to  look  to  the  Bivine  direction* 
and  to  implore  the  smiles  of  a merciful 
Providence  ou  our  country  and  upon  our 
united  endeavours  for  its  deliverance  and 
safety. 

JOHN  COTTON  SMITH. 

General  Assembly; 

Special  Session,  January,  1815. 

C Reported  for  the  Democratic  Pfess.J 
The  Commonwealth,  vs.  Maj.  Thos.  Fob  nson. 

The  following  important  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session,  which  author, 
izes  the  enlistment  of  minors,  not  under  eighteenryeai-s  of  age, 
without  the  consent  of  parents,  masters  or  guardians,  was  pro- 
nounced on  the  15th  instant,  after  hearing  the  ease  argued. 

Tilghman,  C.  J.  The  habeas  corpus  m this  case 
was  issued  on  the  affidavit  of  Abraham  Poknger, 
under  the  act  of  Assembly  of  the  18th  February, 
1785.  It  appears  by  the  return  that  Jonas  Roop 
was  enlisted  as  a soldier  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States.  At  the  time  of  his  enlistment  he  was  a 
minor,  above  eighteen  years  of  age,  and. bound  by 
an  indenture  of  apprenticeship  to  Abraham  Polin- 
ger.  But  it  was  not  at  his  request,  nor  by  his  de- 
sire, that  tlie  habeas  corpus  was  issued.  On  the 
contrary  he  is  well  satisfied  with  his  situation,  and 
wishes  to  remain  in  the  army.  The  object  of  the 
Act  of  Assembly  was  to  secure  personal  liberty, 
not  to  decide  disputes  concerning  property.  The 
court  “after  examining  into  the  facts  relating  to 
the  case,  and  into  the  cause  of  the  confinement  or 
restraint,  is  to  bail,  remand  or  discharge  the  party, 
as  to  justice  shall  appertain.”  Now  here  we  can 
neither  bail;  remand  nor  discharge,  because  there 
is  neither  confinement  nor  restraint.  The  party 
wishes  to  remain  where  he  is.  In  short  it  is  a mere 
dispute  between  the  officer  and  the  master  who 
claims  a right  to  the  service  of  his  apprentice.  The 
case  therefore  is  not  within  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  Assembly.  But  a habeas  corpus  may  be 
issued  at  common  law,  under  which  courts  have 
gone  so  far  as  to  deliver  the  body  of  an  infant  to 
his  parent,  and  sometimes  an  apprentice  to  his  mas- 
ter. It  is  discretionary,  however,  whether  to  pro- 
ceed to  that  length  or  not.  In  a case  like  the  pre- 
sent there  is  no  occasion  for  a summary  proceed- 
ing, because  the  master  has  his  remedy  by  action 
against  the  person  who  takes  away  his  apprentice. 
But  there  are  strong  reasons  against  proceeding 
in  any  other  manner  than  by  action.  It  is  under- 
stood that  the  validity  of  an  act  of  Congress  is  to 
be  brought  into  question.  The  subject  is  worthy 
of  the  most  solemn  discussion  and  mature  delibe- 
ration. And  above  all  it  is  desirable  that  it  should 
be  brought  on  in  such  a form  as  will  admit  of  a 
removal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
the  tribunal  in  the  last  resort  for  deciding  all  ques- 
tions arising  out  of  the  constitution  or  laws  of  the 
United  States.  This  court,  therefore,  would  not 
have  thought  it  expedient  to  interfere  in  a case 
where  personal  liberty  is  not  concerned  even  if  the 
habeas  corpus  had  been  issued  at  common  law. — 
Having  considered  the  facts  in  this  case,  Jonas 
Roop  is  permitted  to  remain  in  his  present  situa* 
tion,  because  he  desires  it. 
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fn^cnn>„,  otl,i  I the  *oar*  °*  such  sums,  not  exceeding  one  mil 

v message*  ana  spaecutb.  Jii(m  of  dollars  ag  Ini  ht  he  n8ccs,ary  to  uc. 

In  the messngesan,.  speeches  of  tnegovernoi  * j <j0mp!is:i  the  purposes  of  the  resolve  of  rtic 
of  the  several  states.  we  have  a pretty  good  j fourtee„lh  of  Jun^  #U  that  time  it  was  sup 
epitome  ot  their  poliUeai-hwlory,  &c.  ^|po^]  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  poeur- 

liave,  uiereiore,  devoted  a const  vrd  ,in  the  reqaj&ite  sums  from  that  source,  and 
space  lor  the  record  of  those  that  the  pres-  ;the  treasurel.  sooh  obfained  ioans  to  a eonsi 
sure  of  other  current  matter  compelled  us . depaMe  alri0Unt.  But  the  directors,  of  soint 
to  postpone.  * !0f  ^ie  banks  declared  themselves  unable  Uj 

Mend,  and  others  have  expressed  such  reluc- 
tance, as  forbids  an  expectation  that  the  whole 
; amount  can  be  obtained  in  that  way,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  present  cautious  epe- 
In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  mem-  rations  of  the  banks.  Besides,  the  sums  to  be 
hers  from  this  commonwealth,  of  the  convcn-  provided  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  the 
lion  of  delegates  from  the  New  England;  the  money7  borrowed,  and  for  the  ordinary 
states,  which  lately  met  at  Hartford,  I have; expenccs  Gf  government,  will  be  greater  H trm 
directed  the  secretary  to  communicate  to  the  usual,  from  the  failure  of  the  United  .Mates 
legislature,  their  report  which  was  transmit-!  to  pay  the  interest  on  their  stock,  and  the  in 
ted  to  me  for  that  purpose,  and  which  appears  | creased  difficulty  of  collecting  taxes.  These 
to  have  been  the  result  of  moderation  and! circumstances  show  the  necessity  of  speedily 
firmness.  | providing  means  for  meeting  the  expend!  i m e.s 

Immediately  after  your  adjournment  five  | which  the  public  exigencies  may  requiie  In 
persons  were  appointed  to  constitute  a board ! deed  the  efforts  of  defensive  preparation, 
of  war,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  the  20th  of  which  were  made  in  this  state  the  last  year, 
October  last,  A copy  of  the  instructions  giv-l  will,  if  continued  at  the  expence  of  Ihe  com 


LEGISLATURE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

GOVERXOn’s  MESSAGE. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  Honae  of  Reprasentadves, 


en  them,  and  an  abstract  of  ail  the  accounts  j momvealth,  be  fatal  to  our  finances  ; and  wil? 
by  them  allowed  and  paidj  prior  to  the  14-th  render  it  necessary  to  impose  hereafter  such 


day  of  this  month,  together  such  proceedings 
of  the  late  commissioners  for  the  protection 
of  the  sea-coast,  as  have  not  before  been  com- 
municated, will  be  laid  before  you.  From 
these  documents  I think  the  legislature  will 
be  satisfied,  that  the  befard  of  war,  and  com- 
missioners for  sea-coast  defence,  have  dis- 
charged the  duties  assigned  them  with  fidelity, 
and  with  much  advantage  to  the  public. 


burdensome  taxes,  as  must  be  extremely  in- 
jurious to  the  manufactures  and  agriculture 
of  the  state  ; nor  will  all  the  resources,  which, 
remain  to  us,  be  sufficient  for  any  length  ot 
time,  to  furnish  the  requisite  supplies. 

The  attention  of  the  executive  was  early 
directed  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the 
20th  October,  to  establish  a military  corps  for 
the  defence  of  the  commonwealth.  But  tip 
The  secretary  will  also  deliver  to  you  re- j the  act  was  passed  at  the  close  of  the  session, 
turns  from  the  quartermaster-general,  of  the,  some  delay  wras  necessary  to  obtain  informa 
ordnance  and  military  stores,  and  of  the  tents,  jtion  concerning  the  persons  proper  to  be  se 
entrenching  tools,  &,c.  the  property  of  this  ilected  in  the  various  parts  of  the  state,  for  ti  e 
commonwealth,  stating  the  quantity,  quality  I officers  contemplated  in  the  act.  When  the 
and  places  of  deposit,  and  also  a return  of  the  {council  again  met  it  was  thought  expedient, 
quantity  of  military  stores  and  munitions  of  i from  the  changesdn  the  aspect  of  our  affairs 
war,  that  have  been  delivered  to  sundry! to  incur  no  immediate  additional  expence, 
towns  for  their  defence,  by  order  of  the  com  (The  council1  therefore  advised  that  commit 
missioners  far  the  protection  of  the  sea-coast.  !sions  should  not  be  issued  until  the  genera] 


These  returns  will* enable  the  two  houses  to 
judge  whether  the  state  is  deficient  in  any  of 
the  articles  that  will  be  essential  for  the  gene- 
ral defence,  in  case  of  extremity. 

. In  erecting  fortifications  in  this  town  and 


court  would  have  an  opport  unity  of  varying, 
they  thbught  proper,  their  measures  of  de- 
fence, according  to  the  change  of  circumstan- 
ces. *' 

On  the  8th  of  December,  l received  a letter 


its  vicinity,  and  in  other  exposed  places  on  from  the  secretary  of  war,  stating  that  the 
coast,  the  inhabitants  of  many  of  the  neigh- ! president  had  authorized  general  Dearborn 
boring  towns  have  labored  cheerfully  add ! to  take  measures  for  the  purpose  of  expelling 
without  recompencC  on  the  works  that  were! the  enemy  from  the  district  of  Maine,  and 
deemed  necessary  for-  defence.  The  patriot- j suggesting  that  ahy  aid  which  i might  be 
manifested  in  those  voluntary  services,  able  to  afford  in  providing  the  funds  rwcessafv 
it  the  public  approbation  and  gratitude.  ;for  the  execution  of  the-  enterprise  would  be 


ism 

merit 


By  the  resolve  of  the  1 lth  of  October  last  I gladly  received.  In  myv  answer  I informed 
the  treasurer  was  authorized  to  require  of  the  him  that  the  legis 


islature  had  authorized  n.e 
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-—that  it  would  be  difficult  to  borrow  a suffi- 
cient sum  for  those  pur  poses  , and  that  1 had 
no  authority,  even  if  the  money  could  be  ob- 
tained, to  borrow  for  any  other ; and  there- 
fore it  was  not  in  my  power  to  make  any  ad- 
vances for  the  objects  mentioned  in  his  letter. 
A copy  of  the  letter,  and  of  my  answer  to  it, 
will  be  laid  before  you. 

We  have  heard  it  observed,  that  the  state 
legislatures  have  no  right  to  express  their 
opinion  concerning  the  measures  of  the' gene- 
ral government.  This  doctrine  is  repugnant 
to  the  first  principles  of  liberty,  and  the  re- 
mark could  not  have  been  made  by  any  one, 
who  had  well  considered  the  organization  of 
our  governments,  or  the  arguments  used  by 
the  advocates  of  the  national  constitution 
when  that  system  was  adopted.  The  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  is  founded  on  the 
state  governments,  and  must  be  supported  by 
them  ; the  legislatures  of  the  several  states 
either  elect  the  members  of  the  executive  and 
legislative  branches  of  the  national  govern- 
ment, or  prescribe  the  manner  of  their  elec- 
tion. It  would  then  be  strange,  indeed,  if 
they  were  denied  a right,  which  the  meanest 
citizen  of  every  free  state  enjoys.  In  the  ar 
rangcment  of  the  different  powers,  the  state 
governments  are  to  many  purposes,  interpos- 
ed between  the  government  of  the  United 
States  and  the  people.  If  the  latter  think 
themselves  oppressed,  they  will  complain  to 
their  immediate  representatives,  and  the  re- 
monstrance of  a state  legislature,  on  their  be 
half,  will  not  often  be  slighted  by  a wise  and 
just  administration. 

The  powers  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment are  limited  by  the  constitution,  which 
points  out  the  extent  of  these  powers,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  to  be  exerted.  The 
constitution,  however,  will  be  of  little  service 
unless  it  is  religiously  observed.  If,  at  any 
time,  the  national  administration  disregard  its 
authority,  either  by  violating  its  express  pro- 
visions, or  by  the  assumption  of  powers,  with 
which  it  has  not  entrusted  them,  their  com 


in  all  free  states,  the  people  have,  at  some 
periods  been  hurried  into  rash  and  dangerous 
excesses,  to  oppose  either  real  or  imaginaiy 
grievances.  An  individual,  who  is  under  the 
influence  of  passion  or  pr  ejudice,  will  be  like- 
ly to  form  erroneous  opinions  and  pursue  in- 
discreet measures,  and  yet,  in  the  highest  pa- 
roxism of  anger,  he  is  checked  by  a sense  of 
responsibility.  But  when  the  passions  of  a 
multitude  are  inflamed,  they  have  little  re- 
straint of  this  kind,  and  will  be  in  danger  of 
proceeding  to  excesses,  of  which,  as  indivi- 
duals, they  would  be  incapable.  In  this  man- 
ner the  abuse  of  liberty  has  often  terminated 
in  the  loss  of  it. 

To  prevent  such  fatal  excesses,  whenever 
the  conduct  of  the  general  government  or  its 
officers  is  thought  to  be  unconstitutional  or 
oppressive,  and  no  remedy  can  be  obtained  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  justice,  the  people  of 
the  state  have  a right  to  apply  to  their  legisla- 
ture for  assistance  in  obtaining  redress.  Their 
petitions  , 1 presume,  will  be  attended  to, 
though  not  with  a disposition  to  impute  im- 
proper motives  to  the  agents  of  the  general 
government,  or  to  condemn  their  conduct  up- 
on slight  grounds  or  frivolous  pretences.  If 
the  members  of  the  legislature  are  convinced 
that  the  complaint  is  w^eli  founded,  they  will 
employ  the  most  prudent  and  effectual  means 
for  redress.  This  course  was  thought  to  be 
regular  when  the  constitution  was  adopted  ; 
and  it  seems  to  be  the  most  efficacious  as  well 
for  the  relief  of  oppressed  individuals  and 
and  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of  the  state, 
as  for  the  maintenance  of  order,  and  the  sup- 
port of  a just  administration  of  govei  nment. 
I hope,  therefore,  that  the  people  of  this  com- 
monwealth. however  they  may  at  any  time 
think  themselvesinjured  by  thenationai  agents, 
will  not  resort  to  unauthorized  and  intempe- 
rate measures,  which  may  prove  extremely 
hurtful  to  themselves  and  to  the  public,  but 
cannot  be  advantageous  to  either. 

Before  war  w^as  declared,  when  we  saw  the 
tendency  of  thenationai  measures,  we  express- 
mands  become  unjust,  and  they  are  guilty  of  jed  our  moat  ardent  desire  that  hostilities 
a dangerous  abuse  of  confidence.  But  on  I might  be  avoided.  We  could  hardly  conceive 
subjects  of  this  kind,  every  private  man  is  Jit  possible,  that  under  the  pretence  of  guard- 
not  a competent  judge.  The  state  legislatures  ing  our  commerce,  we  should  adopt  a course 
are, the  guardians 


not  only  of  the  individual 
citizens,  but  of  the  sovereignty  of  their  re- 
spective states  ; and  while  they  are  bound  to 
support  the  general  government,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  its  constitutional  powers,  it  is  their 
duty  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  states  and  of 
their  constituents,  and  to  guard  the  constitu- 
tion itself,  as  well  against  silent  and  slow  at- 
tacks, as  more  open  aaffi  daring  violations. — 
The  security  thus  afforded  to  the  people  would 
be  lpst,  if  the  state  legislatures  should  be  im- 
plicitly devoted  to  the  views  of  the  national 
government,  or  were  deprived  of  their  ri>ht 
tQ  enquire  into  its  measures. 


by  which  it  must  be  annihilated  ; cr  that  to 
protect  our  seamen,  we  should  engage  in  a 
wrar  that  would  lead  to  their  destruction.  We 
knew  that  whenever  the  wrar  between  France 
and  England  should  terminate,  the  evils  we 
complained  of  would  cease  ; and  that  our 
commerce,  if  unobstructed  by  internal  re- 
straints, would  be  more  profitable  during  the 
war  in  Europe,  than  after  peace  should  be 
established.  If  in  the  arduous  conflict  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
respective  all  es,  the  combatants  did  not  al- 
ways suspend  their  blow?s  when  we  happened 
to  go  within  reach  of  them,  yet  we  could  see 
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no  raason  fop  our  interference  in  the  quarrel. 
Bat  t.ne  government,  became  impatient,  and 
though  there  was  apparently  some  embarrass- 
ment in  deciding  which  of  the  belligerents 
should  be  attacked,  and  whether  it  would  not 
be  expedient  to  attack  both  at  once,  it  was 
soon  determined  to  select  that  people  for  our 
enemies,  with  whom  we  were  the  most  nearly 
connected,  whose  commerce  was  most  impor- 
tant to  us,  and  who  were  able  to  do  us  the 
most  mischief 

Soon  after  the  declaration  of  war,  we  learn- 
ed that  the  orders  in  council  were  repealed. 
With  a view  to  open  the  way  to  peace,  the 
British  government  proposed  an  uncondition- 
al armistice,  to  which  our  administration  re- 
fused to  agree.  The  rejection  of  this  propo- 
sal appeared  to  us  an  extremely  unfortunate 
event,  as  a compliance  with  it  might  have 
saved  the  honor  of  the  government,  and  ex- 
tinguished the  war  before  it  was  kindled  to  a 
flame.  It  was  also'  unfortunate,  as  together 
with  other  circumstances,  it  served  to  con- 
vince the  British  nation,  that  the  war  was 
waged,  not  for  the  protection  of  our  maritime 
rights,  but  for  other  purposes,  and  particular- 
ly to  obtain  possession  of  the  Indian  country, 
and  to  conquer  the  adjoining  provinces  of 
Great  Britain. 

These  apprehensions  have  been  manifested 
by  the  British  government  in  the  negoeiations 
for  peace  The  terms  first  proposed  by  Great 
Britain,  undoubtedly  implied  a want  of  con- 
fidence in  our  pacific  views,  both  with -regard 
to  themselves  and  the  Indians.  But  the  Bri- 
tish ministers  knew  that  the  same  men  who 
eommen;  ed  the  war,  still  administered  our 
government;  they  might,  therefore,  be  more 
apprehensive  that  former  measures  would  be 
repeated.  Should  the  conditions  of  peace,  to 
which  we  may  find  it  convenient  ultimately 
to  agree,  be  not  the  most  favorable,  the  fault 
will  not  consist  in  making  peace,  but  in  having 
made  the  war.  This  fault  will  not  be  dimi- 
nished by  postponing  a reconciliation  to  a 
distant  period  ; neither  the  political  charac- 
ter, nor  the  moral  stain  of  an  unnecessary 
war  can  be  effaced,  though  the  war  should  be 
continued  many  years 

We  still  flatter  ourselves  that  there  will 
soon  be  a favorable  issue  to  the  negoeiations 
in  ivurope.  But  so  long  as  hostilities  are,  con- 
tinued, and  we  are  left  to  defend,  by  our  own 
exertions,  our  extended  marit  ime  frontier,  the 
duties  of  the  legislature  of  this  state  must,  be 
arduous,  i hope  that  under  the  influence  of 
that  wisdom  which  is  from  above,  the  mea- 
sures you  adopt  will  be  suited  to  promote  or- 
der^ and  tranquility  in  the  state  ; to  protect, 
as  tar  as  we  are  able,  our  exposed  towns  on 
the  sea-coast;  and  to  preserve,  unimpaired,  the 
constitutional  privileges  to  which  we  are  en- 

CALEB  STRONG. 
January  18  th,  1815. 


j The  documents  which  accompanied  this 
j message,  were, 

j 1 . A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war  through 
j General  Dearborn,  to  the  governor,  inform- 
ing,  that  the  United  States  contemplated  tak- 
ing measures  to  expel  the  enemy  from  Cas 
tine,  and  Eastport;  that  5000  militia  of  the 
state,  under  General  King,  would  be  employed 
for  the  purpose;  and  requesting  the  governor 
to  furnish  the  money  to  support  and  pay  these 
troops,  and  promising  remuneration  in  the 
| course  of  two  months. 

j 2.  Governor  Strong's  answer:  in  which,  be- 
sides his  inability  to  comply  with  the  request, 
it  was  added  that  well  informed  men  had  given 
it  as  their  opinion,  that  any  expedition  of  the 
kind  contemplated  would  add  to  the  inconve- 
nience of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  said 
to  he  occupied  by  the  enemy;  and  could  not 
be  efficacious  in  expelling  them  without  the 
laid  of  a naval  force  adequate  to  the  command 
of  Penobscot  bay. 

3.  Report  of  the  treasurer  of  the  monies 
borrowed  of  the  banks,  agreeably  to  a resolu- 
ition  of  the  last  session,  which  amounted,  De- 
cember 10..  181 4-;  to  631,000  dollars;  and  stat- 
ing the  difficulties  which  attended  the  mode 
of  obtaining  supplies. 

4*.  The  annual  return  of  the  quarter  master 
general. 

5.  The  report  of  the  commissioners  of 
sea-coast  defence.  [Their  expenditure  about 
400,000  dollars. 

6.  Copy  of  instructions  to  the  hoard  of 
war,  &.c. 

7.  Report  of  the  board  of  war. 

8.  Annual  report  of  the  adjutant  general. 

9.  A letter  from  the  honorable  George  Ca- 
[bot,  president  of  the  convention  which  assem- 
bled at  Hartford,  inclosing  two  copies  of  the 
proceedings  of  that  honorable  body. 

LEGISLATURE  OF  VERMONT. 

GOVFRNOr.  S SPEECH. 

Delivered  at  Montpelier , October , 15,  1814. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  ltepresentativest 

The  unsolicited  approbation  of  my  conduct 
the  year  past,  considering  the  extreme  embar- 
rassments. under  which  I entered  upon  the 
duties  of  my  office,  is  highly  gratifying,  and 
will  not  fail  to  produce  renewed  exertion  to 
promote  the  best  interests  of  iny  fellow’  citi- 
zens. At  the  same  time  it  affords  the  pleas- 
ing hope  that  my  future  services  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  the  office,  which  I 
have  again  undertaken,  will  be  considered 
with  the  same  indulgence.  Without  this,  I 
should  despair  of  discharging  those  duties  in 
a satisfactory  manner  in  this  most  difficult 
and  eventful  period. 

The  true  patriot  can  submit  to  no  sacrifice 
of  truth  or  principle  to  procure  his  own  ad- 
vancement, or  to  promote  the  interests  or 
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•views  of  a party.  Men  may  change — and] 
Darcies  may  change— but  truth,  principle  and  I 
.Virtue  are  immutable.  I'c  ought,  therefore,  to! 
he  our  firm  determination  to  pursue  the  plain 
path  of  duty  with  steadiness  and  fidelity. 

In  declaring  my  undeviating  attachment  ic 
the  principles  of  our  wise  and  excellent  sys 
tmn  of  government,  independently  of  any  re 
gard,  or  blind  devotion  to  those  \yho  may  have 
administered  it,  I am  sensible  that  high  sound- 
ing professions  are  not  the  surest  test  of  sin- 
cerity^ and  shall,  therefore,  only  refer  you  to 
the  general  tenor  of  my  conduct  for  future 
.expectations. 

Our  foreign  relations  and  defensive  opera- 
tions being  exclusively  committed  to  the  ma 
n age  merit  of  the-  general  government,  except- 
ing in  particular  cases,  in  which  assistance 
may  be  required,  our  attention  is  principally 
confined  to  the  local  concerns  of  the  state. 
And  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  ha  ve  it  in 
my  power  to  observe,  that  the  internal  quiet, 
security  and  prosperity  of  our  fellow  citizens, 
for  the  year  past,  has  been  unexampled  for 
times  dike  the  present. 

Justice  has  been  promptly,  and,  I believe, 
impartially  administered,  the  laws  duly  re- 
spected, and  litigation  gradually  diminishing 
— the  natural  and  certain  consequences  of  a 
well  placed  confidence  in  an  upright  and  in- 
telligent judiciary.  Our  fiscal  concerns  have 
been  conducted  with  that  fidelity  and  correct 
ness,  which  were  to  be  expected  from  the  ac- 
knowledged talents  and  integrity  of  the  officer 
at  the  head  of  that  department. 

Our  schools  and  seminaries  oflearninghave 
not  suffered  that  diminution  and  depression 
which  might  have  been  expected*  excepting, 
that  it  has  been  deemed  advisable,  that  the 
operations  of  one  nearest  the  seat  of  war 
should  suffer  a temporary  suspension,  that,  at 
a future,  and  more  favorable  period,  they 
might  be  renewed,  under  better  prospects, 
and  with  increased  vigour  and  energy. 

The  economy  and  correctness  with  .which 
that  liberal  and  humane  institution,  establish- 
ed for  the  security  and  correction  of  state  cri- 
minals. has  been  conducted,  affords  the  con- 
soling prospect  of  its  great  usefulness  to  the 
community— evinces  a general  improvement 
in  the  state  of  society,  and/  probably  will  af- 
ford some  revenue  to  the  state, 

Notwithstanding  the  corrupting  and  de- 
moralizing tendency  of  a state  of  war,  our 
citizens  have  enjoyed  their  civil  and  religious 
privileges  in  an  unusual  degree. 

The  distinguished  talents,  integrity  and  ex- 
perience of  which  your  honorable  body  is 
composed,  will  render  my  duties  less  ardu- 
ous, and  afford  a sure  pledge  to  pur  constitu 
ents,  that  their  best  interests  will  be  promot- 
ed. 

Man  never  appears  in  a more  responsible 
cpd  truly  dignified  station,  than  when  called 


to  act  as  the  representative  of  a free,  sove- 
reign and  independent  people  We  are  elect- 
ed from  among  our  fellow  citizens,  not  for  the 
base  and  degrading  purpose  of  securing  our 
own  promotion,  aggrandizing  our  particular 
friends,  or  to  favor  the  views, and  interne's  of 
a part}’-  but  to  consider  the  whole  Ccmmiif 
rn tv1  as*  one  common  family,  and,  as  faithful 
guardians  of  their  rights,  endeavour  to  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare. 

Yours  is  the  duty,  and  on  you,  gentlemen^ 
rests  the  responsibility  of  selecting  proper 
persons  to  fill  the  various  offices  in  this  state 
for  the  ensuing  year — persons,  to  whom  we 
may  safely  trust  the  administration  of  justice 
in  all  its  important  branches,  and  on  whom 
we  must,  in  a great  measure,  depend  for  the 
preservation  of  the  peace  and  internal  quiet 
of  the  state.  It  will  likewise  become  your 
duty  to  select  a suitable  person  to  represent 
this  state  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States, 
from  and.  after  the  third  day  of  March  next. 

In  the  execution  of  these  important  duties, 
the  most  perfect  confidence  is  entertained, 
that  you  will,  unbiassed  by  local  or  party  con- 
siderations, be  influenced  by  a single  view  to 
the  public  good. 

The  great  importance  of  a well  organized 
militia  in  a free  state,  cannot  escape  the  notice 
of  a wise  legislature.  The  want  of  precision 
arch  energy  in  our  present  military  system, 
must  be  apparent  to  every  man  who  is  con- 
versant in  military  affairs — and  demands  a re- 
vision to  adapt  it  to  the  exigencies  arising 
from  our  exposed  situation.  It  would  be  de- 
sirable, that  the  burthen  should  he  equalized, 
as  far  as  is  practicable,  that  the  weight  may 
not  rest  on  those  who  are  least  able  to  bear  it. 

We  have  a right  to  demand  from  the  gene- 
ral government  full  protection  and  security. 
Still  it  is  but  too  evident  from  past  experience, 
that  much  depends  upon  our  own  exertions. 
May  not  this  consideration  suggest  the  expe- 
diency of  adopting  some  further  measures  for 
arming  the  militia,  and  providing  field  artil- 
lery and  munitions  of  war,  which  may  be  ap- 
plicable to  sudden  emergencies?  We  have 
before  us  the  example  of  many  of  our  sister 
states  for  raising  a small  volunteer  corps, 
which  may  be  relied  on,  in  case  of  sudden 
alarm,  and  serve  as  a rallying  point  for  other 
and  efficient  aid. 

As  we  are  authorised  by  the  constitution  to 
look  to  the  general  government  for  that  pro- 
tection which  our  exposed  situation  may  re- 
quire, it  must  be  perfectly  evident,  that  the 
militia  were  only  designed  to  be  called  in  aid 
of  the  regular  force  in  particular  cases.  Those 
instances,  which  have  occurred  during  the 
last  year,  have  been  met  by  our  patriotic  and 
brave  citizens  with  a promptitude,  spirit  and 
zeal  which  are  highly  honorable  to  themselves, 
and  which  render  them  worthy  of  the  grati- 
tude of  their  country. 
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To  meet  a request  of  General  Macomb,  for 
Assistance,  on  a late  incursion  of  the  enemy, 
which  terminated  so  gloriously  for  the  Ame- 
rican arms,  there  being  no  portion  ot  the  mi 
litia  detached  or  called  for  by  the  president, 
in  conformity  to  the  laws  ot  the  United  Stales, 
it  was  considered  that  a call  upon  our  patriotic 
citizens  for  their  voluntary  services  was  the 
only  mode,  by  which  efficient  and  timely  aid 
poujd  possibly  be  afforded. 

The  result  has  been  such,  as  many  of  you, 
gentlemen,  have  witnessed.  It  far  exceeded,  j 
in  extent,  our ‘reasonable  expectations.  Cy  it 
the  enemy  have  been  taught  a useful,  although  | 
mortifying  lesson,  that  the  soil  of  freemen 
will  not  bear  the  tread  of  hostile  feet  with  im- 
punity. 

At  the  same  time,  it  reflects  the  highest 
honor  on  the  patriotism,  spirit  and  valor  of 
pur  fellow  citizens,  who,  without  distinction 
of  age,  character  or  party,,  were  ready  to 
brave  the  danger,  in  its  most  formidable  ap- 1 
pearancc,  for  the  defence  of  their  country. 
And  it  would  seem,  that  it  ought  to  palsy  the ! 
tongue  of  slander — every  desirable  object  hav- 
ing been  secured,  and  in  a manner  the  least 
burthensome  and  offensive  to  the  feelings  of 
a free  and  enlightened  people. 

Much  is  due  to  General  Strong,  and  our 
bruve  volunteers  , and  I am  requested  by  the 
secretary  of  war  to  present  them  the  thanks 
of  t ie  general  government  “ for  their  prompt 
succour  and  galiant  conduct  in  the  late  criti- 
cal state  of  this  frontier.” 

I should  do  injustice  to  my  own  feelings,  as!, 
well  as  violence  to  every  correct  principle, j 
were  I to  refrain  from  testifying  the  high 
sense  which  I entertain  of  the  brilliant  achieve- 
ment of  Commodore  Macdonough,  and  his 
intrepid  associates,  on  Lake  Champlain,  over 
a far  superior  naval'  force — an  achievement 
which  renders  all  encomium  feeble  and  inade- 
quate. 

1 should  likewise  do  injustice,  Jf  I should 
neglect  to  notice  the  cool,  persevering,  and 
brave  conduct  of  Brigadier  General  Macomb,  i 
and  his  alike  brave  associates  in  arms,  in  the  J 
disco mffture  of  a greatly  superior  force  of; 
veteran  troops,  commanded  by  experienced  j 
officers. 

These  glorious  achievements  are  not  sur- 
passed in  the  records  of  a naval  and  military 
warfare.  New  lustre  is  added  to  the  national  j 
character.  But  the  effects  are  more  immedi- 
ately experienced  by  the  northern  sections  of 
the  states  of  Vermont  and  New- York. 

This  late  special  interference  of  the  Al- 
mighty in  our  behalf,  in  completely  defeating 
the  hostile  designs  of  the  enemy  on  our  north- 
ern borders,  cannot  fail  to  render  it  a subject 
of  respectful  legislative  notice.  And  although 
jt  may  not  be  in  our  power  to  add  to  the  lau- 
rels of  those  gallant  commanders,  and  their 
prave  associates,  who,  under  Providence,  were 


the  authors  of  our  protection  and  safely — yet. 
we  may  express  our  gratitude  to  heaven,  and 
to  them,  for  so  great  a deli\eran(e 

I have  received  a letter  from  the  governor 
of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  which  enclosed 
a resolution  ot  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  that  state,  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
— by  which  the  term  of  senators  in  Congress 
shall  be  reduced  from  six  to  four  years  I 
have  received  likewise  a letter  fioir.  the  go- 
vernor of  Tennessee,  enclosing  a resolution 
of  the  general  assembly  of  that  state,  pro- 
posing an  amendment  of  the  same  import. 
These  papers  will  be  laid  before  you.  And 
should  any  thing  further  of  importance  come 
to  my  knowledge  during  the  present  session, 
of  which  you  are  not  possessed,  it  will  be 
made  the  subject  of  a special  communication, 

On  the  subject  of  the  war,  in  which  our 
country  is  most  unfortunately  engaged,  1 feel 
disposed,  at  this  critical  period,  to  say  as  little 
as  may  be  consistent  with  duty,  iiut  I con- 
sider it  due  to  myself,  and  more  especially  to 
my  constituents,  explicitly  to  state,  that  the 
events  of  the  war  have  in  no  wise  altered  my 
opinion  of  its  origin  or  its  progress.  I have 
conscientiously  and  uniformly  disapproved  of 
it,  as  unnecessary5,  unwise,  and  hopeless,  in 
all  its  offensive  operations.  And  notwith- 
standing the  few  brilliant  successes  vve  have 
met  with  in  our  operations  of  defence,  1 can 
see  very  little  in  its  general  complexion  which 
affords  the  least  consolation. 

Many  very  considerable  places  on  our  sea- 
board are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy. 
The  capital  of  our  country,  that  proud  monu- 
ment of  better  times,  has  been  possessed  and 
destroyed  by  him — a humiliating  reflection  to 
every  real  American.  And  I consider  that 
we  are  now  suffering  the  evils,  which  have, 
from  the  mistakes  and  misconduct  of  rulers, 
befallen  this,  as  well  as  most  of  the  nations  of 
the  earth. 

It  therefore  becomes  us  to  look  calmly  and 
firmly  on  our  dangers,  and  meet  them  like 
men,  who  are  mindful  of  what  they  owe  to 
their  own  characters,  and  what  they  owe  to 
their  country^ 

It  would  have  afforded  me  heartfelt  satis- 
faction to  have  been  able  to  announce  to  you 
the  return  of  peace  to  an  afflicted  people.  But 
our  reasonable  hopes,  on  this  subject,  not  hav- 
ing been  realised,  and  the  particular  spirit 
with  which  the  war  appears  to  be  prosecuted 
by  the  enemy,  renders  defensive  measures  and 
operations  not  only  necessary,  but  righteous 
and  just  ; in  which  we  may  engage  with  feel- 
ings most  honorable  and  praiseworthy,  and 
with  a firm  reliance  on  the  Almighty,  who 
has  never  forsaken  us  in  the  hour  of  peril, 

J shall  now,  gentlemen,  cheerfully  proceed 
in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office  as- 
signed me — and  in  the  prosecution  of  the  bu- 
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siness  of  the  present  session,  you  may  be 
assured  of  my  cordial  co-operation  in  every 
measure,  which  has  for  its  object  the  promo- 
tion of  the  public  good. 

MARTIN  CHITTENDEN. 

[Mr.  Chittenden  had  been  re-elected  go- 
vernor by  the  legislature  , the  day  preceding — 
for  Mr.  C.  123  votes,  for  Mr.  Galusha  94. 
There  was  no  election  by  the  people.  Mr.  C. 
had  1 7, 463,  Mr.  G.  17411,  and  there  were 
451  scattering — the  constitution  requires  a 
plurality .] 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

In  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Vermont , 
October  21,  1814. 

* On  motion  and  leave,  Mr.  C.  II.  Dennison 
introduced  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

In  general  assembly,  October  21st  1814. 

“ Resolved , That  his  excellency  the  govern 
or,  be  requested  to  lay  before  this  house,  co- 
pies of  an  v correspondence  he  may  have  had, 
with  an}7  commanding  officer  of  the  United 
States  army,  or  any  officer  under  his  com 
mand,  relative  to  detaching  the  militia  of  this 
state,  particularly  the  request  of  general  Ma- 
comb, alluded  to  in  his  excellency’s  speech  of 
the  15th  inst.  together  with  any  other  informa- 
tion on  the  subject,  which  in  his  opinion,  may 
not  be  improper  to  communicate  to  this 
house.”  Which  resolution  was  read  and  or- 
dered to  lie  oh  the  table. 

October  26.  The  resolution  lying  on  the 
table  calling  on  his  excellency  for  certain  in- 
formation, relating  to  any  correspondence  he 
may  have  had  with  general  Macomb,  and 
-pther  military  officers,  was  called  up,  read  and 
adopted;  and  on  motion,  Ordered , that  Mr. 
II.  C.  Dennison  wait  on  his  excellency,  with 
a copy  of  the  resolution. 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT. 

Montpelier , October  27,  1814. 

Sir— In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of 
the  honorable  house  of  representatives,  of  the 
25th  inst.  I herewith  transmit  to  you  and 
through  you  to  that  honorable  body,  several 
letters  and  communications,  marked  No.  1 to 
1 4 inclusive. 

A copy  of  the  answer  to  general  Macomb’s 
first  letter,  dated  the  first  of  September  last, 
I find,  by  examining  my  papers,  has  been  mis- 
laid. 

It  was  short,  and  in  substance,  as  well  as  I 
can  recollect,  that  attention  should  be  paid  to 
his  communication,  and  such  aid  afforded,  as 
should  be  found  necessary,  and  in  my  power 
constitutionally  to  grant. 

An  introductory  letter  to  general  Macomb, 
was  given  to  general  Strong  on  crossing  the 
lake,  stating  his  laudable  exertions  in  inducing 
volunteers  to  turn  out  for  the  defence  of  their 
country,  and  recommending  him  as  an  old  ex- 
perienced officer,  in  whose  judgment  and  in- 
tegrity the  fullest  confidence  might  be  placed. 


Of  this  letter,  it  being  made  out  in  baste,  I 
did  not  take  a copy. 

I am  sir,  respectfully,  your  bumble  servant, 
MARTIN  CHITTENDEN. 

Hon.  D.  Chipman , speaker 
of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  brigadier  general 
Macomb. 

Plattsburgh,  August  4,  1815. 

I am  at  this  moment  informed,  that  the  ene- 
my is  advancing  in  full  force  towards  this 
place,  and  have  already  proceeded  so  far  as  to 
cross  the  Chazy  at  Champlain  village.  It  is 
perhaps  in  your  power  to  throw  a detachment 
over  the  lake,  so  as  to  advance  to  cur  assist- 
ance on  the  road  leading  from  Essex.  These 
men  should  be  light  armed.  We  shall  be  able 
to  hold  our  ground  until  they  come  to  our  as- 
sistance, in  case  they  should  be  too  powerful 
for  us  to  meet  the  enemy  beyond  our  defen- 
ces 

With  sentiments  of  respect,  I have  the  ho- 
nor to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  MACOMB, 
Brig.  gen.  commanding  the  V.  S.  troops. 
His  excellency,  Martin  Chittenden, 
gov.  of  the  state  of  Vermont. 

Copy  of  another  from  the  same. 

Platts1  u g,  1 P.  M.  September  4,  1814. 

Sir — It  is  now  ascertained,  beyond  a doubt, 
that  the  enemy  will  march  for  this  place,  with 
his  whole  force,  this  morning.  Every  pre- 
paration is  made  and  making  that  our  time 
will  admit  The  enemy  must  besiege  us,  as 
our  works  are  now  in  a tolerable  state  of  de- 
fence. This  will  give  time  for  succors  to  get 
to  our  assistance,  which  may  possibly  end  in 
a complete  discomfiture  of  his  designs  and 
oblige  him  to  raise  the  siege.  Much  is  at 
stake  at  this  place,  and  aid  is  actually  wanted, 
as  the  garrison  is  small,  and  t'  e enemy  in  con- 
siderable force  Under  these  circumstances 
your  excellency  will,  I am  sure,  not  hesitate 
to  afford  us  all  the  assistance  in  your  power. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  perfect, 
respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  MACOMB, 
Brig  gen.  commanding . 
His  excellency  Martin  Chittenden, 
gov.  of  the  state  of  Vermont, 

Copy  of  the  answer. 

Jericho,  September  4,  1814. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
your  note  of  this  day,  an4  shall  take  the  most 
effectual  measures  to  furnish  such  number  of 
volunteers,  as  may  be  induced  to  turn  out  for 
your  assistance-  They  will  probably  cross  at 
M’Neil’s  ferry.  » 

I have  the  honor  to  be  with  respect,  your 
humble  servant. 

MARTIN  CHITTENDEN 
Gen.  A.  Macomb. 
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Copy  of  a letter  from  governor  Chittenden  to 
general  Newell. 

Jericho.  September  4,  1814. 

Sir — Enclosed  I transmit  to  you  the  copy 
of  a letter,  this  moment  received  from  general 
Macomb,  which  will  show  you  the  situation  of 
our  army  at  Plattsburg,  and  the  necessity  of 
such  assistance  as  can  be  afforded  I would 
recommend  it  to  you  to  take  the  most  effectual 
method  to  procure  such  number  ofvolunteers 
as  may  be  had,  for  his  immediate  assistance, 
from  your  brigade.  It  would  be  advisable 
for  the  troops  to  cross  the  lake  at  M’Neil’s 
ferry. 

I am  respectfully,  your  humble  servant, 

M CHITTENDEN. 

Gen.  John  Newell. 

Copy  of  the  answer. 

Charlotte,  September  -5, 1311. 

Sir — I received  late  last  night  your  excel- 
lency’s letter  of  the  4th  instant,  with  a copy 
of  general  Macomb's  letter  to  yourself,  of  the 
same  dale  enclosed,  in  which  you  have  refer- 
red me  to  gen  Macomb's  letter  to  learn  the 
defenceless  situation  of  Plattsburg,  the  force 
and  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  his  request 
of  your  assistance,  with  the  militia  of  Ver- 
mont. You  have  also  recommended  to  me, 
to  procure  such  number  of  volunteers,  from 
my  brigade  as  maybe  disposed  to  repair  to 
Plattsburg,  and  have  them  cross  at  M’Neil’s 
ferry.  If  I rightly  understand  your  letter  I 
can  perceive  no  request  or  order  from  your 
excellency,  directing  me  to  have  the  militia 
under  my  command,  or  any  portion  of  them, 
march  to  Plattsburg,  or  any  other  place,  for 
the  assistance  of  general  Macomb,  or  for  any 
other  purpose.  From  your  letter,  therefore, 
I consider  myself  unauthoriezd  to  order  out 
any  portion  of  the  militia  under  my  command, 
err  to  do  more  than  your  excellency  has  re- 
commended, namely,  to  offer  my  advice, 
which  may  be  followed  or  not.  A s I consider 
myself  with  the  brigade  I command,  fully 
under  your  direction  and  control,  and  as  our 
assistance  is  requested,  and  seems  very  much 
needed  at  Plattsburg,  I regret  that  your  ex- 
cellency has  not  ordered  either  the  whole,  or 
a portion  of  this  brigade  to  their  assistance, 
as  I shall  cheerfully  obey  any  request,  direc- 
tion or  order,  you  may  give  to  repair  to  Platts- 
burg, or  any  other  place,  to  assit  in  opposing 
the  enemy,  protecting  our  territory  and  citi- 
zens, and  defending  our  country  from  invasion. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  excellen- 
cy’s most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  NEWELL. 
His  excellency,  Martin  Chittenden. 

Copy  of  a reply  to  gen.  Newell. 

Jericbo,  Sept.  5,  1814. 

Sir — I have  received  youv’s  of  this  date,  and 
statein  answer,  that  Ido  not  consider  myself 
authorized,  either  by  the  constitution  or  laws 
under  which  we  act,  and  from  which  all  our 
powers  are  derived,  to  order  the  militia  out 


of  the  state.  But  considering  the  peculiar 
situation  of  the  army  at  Plattsburg,  it  was 
my  desire  that  every  aid,  constitutionally  in 
our  power,  should  be  afforded.  And  I am 
induced  to  believe,  that  a request  in  such  a 
case,  would  have  more  effect  than  an  attempt 
to  assume  unauthorised  power,  on  all  such 
as  are  willing  to  turn  out  lbr  the  defence  of 
their  country. 

I am  respectfully,  vour  humble  servant, 
MARTIN  CHITTENDEN. 

Gen  John  Newell. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  colonel  Fassett. 

I learn  by  Mr  Wadsworth,  there  is  a con- 
siderable quantity  of  fixed  ammunition  at 
Vergennes,  subject  to  your  order.  Can  I have 
a part  of  it  for  volunteers?  Please  to  inform 
me  by  my  son.  I am.  sir,  yours, 

ELIAS  FASSETT. 

His  excellency,  M.  Chittenden, 

Jericho,  7th  Sept.  1814. 

Copy  of  the  answer. 

Ji-richo,  September  7,  1811. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  of  acknowledging 
your  note  of  this  date,  on  the  subject  of  fixed 
ammunition  for  the  volunteers.  If  there  is 
any  at  Vergennes,  subject  to  my  order,  this 
letter  may  be  considered  as  a sufficient  order 
for  such  part  of  the  same  as  may  be  wanted. 

I would  inform  you,  that  agreeably  to  your 
suggestion  1 enclosed,  and  sent  by  express,  on 
Sunday  evening,  to  general  John  Newel!,  a 
copy  of  general  Macomb’s  letter,  and  strongly 
recommended  it  to  him,  to  use  every  exertion 
to  procure  such  number  of  volunteers  from 
his  brigade,  as  could  he  immediate!}7  induced 
to  cross  the  lake  to  the  assitance  of  the  army 
at  Plattsburg. 

I am  respectfully,  your  humble  servant, 
MARTIN  CHITTENDEN. 

Col.  Elias  Fassett. 

Copy  of  a letter  to  general  Macomb. 

Burlington,  Sept.  11. 

Sir — The  bearers,  Ames  W Barnum.esq. 
my  military  aid,  and  Samuel  Swift,  esq.  secre- 
tary to  the  governor  and  council  of  this  state, 
will  go  to  Plattsburg  for  the  purpose,  if  prae 
ticable,  of  ccmmunicating  with  you,  and  of 
receiving  any  information  you  may  please  to 
communicate,  that  we  may  know  how  to  go- 
vern ourselves,  in  endeavoring  to  furnish  as- 
sistance. They  will  communicate,  to  me  any 
necessary  information  you  may  give  them  for 
this  purpose. 

I am  with  high  consideration,  your  humble 
servant,  MARTIN  CHITTENDEN. 

Gen.  Macomb. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  general  Samuel  Strong. 
September  10,  1 S 1 4 . 

Sir — I am  sorry  not  to  have  it  in  my  power 
to  give  you  a correct  statement  of  the  British 
force  approaching  this  place.  From  the  best 
information  I can  obtain,  which  was  frOm 
general  Mooer,  they  are  SCOO  or  SOGO  sirefrig. 
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all  regular  troops,  except  a few.  The  artilj 
lery  fas  not  been  made  use  of  against  us  yet, 
although  it  is  believed  they  have  considera- 
ble. i have  been  up  the  river  this  morning, 
live  or  six  miles,  which  was  lined  with  the 
enemy  on  the  north  side.  They  have  made 
several  attempts  to  cboss  but  without  success. 
This  is  the  line  that  is  to  be  defended.  1 have 
ascertained^  to  a certainty,  the  number  of  mi- 
litia from  Vermont,  now  on  the  ground,  well 
armed,  is  1812 — from  New  York  700.  Regu- 
lar troops  under  general  Macomb,  he  Says, 
2000.  tie  treated  me  very  friendly.  1 pre- 
sume Dr.  Pomery  gave  you  the  particulars  of 
the  first  interview  we  had  We  have  strong 
expectations  of  2000  detached  militia,  ordered 
out  by  gen.  Mooer,  arriving  soon.  Be  has. 
written  to  governor  Tompkins  to  send  on  the 
militia,  he  says  he  expects  him  in  person.  1 
hope  you  and  your  friends  will  send  four  or 
five  thousand  to  our  assistance  as  soon  as  pos 
sible,  if  you  should  think  best.  II  not,  we 
shall,  if  our  courage  holds  out,  keep  close  to 
them.  Do  not,  sir,  let  my  wishes  turn  you 
from  the  correct  principles  you  have  hereto- 
fore pursued,  as  governor  of  Vermont.  - Per 
mit  me?  sir,  to  subscribe  myself  your  friend 
•and  humble  servant, 

SAMUEL  STRONG. 

His  excellency  Martin  Chittenden. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  the  same , September  1 1 , 
1814 — Sunday , 7 o'clock,  P.  M. 

Dear  sir — We  are  now  encamped  with  two 
thousand  five  hundred  Vermont  volunteers, 
on  the  south  hank  of  the  Saranac  river,  op- 
posite the  enemy’s  right  wing,  which  is  com- 
manded by  general  Brisbane.  We  have  had 
the  satisfaction  to  see  the  British  fleet  strike 
to  our  brave  commodore  Macdonough.  The 
fort  was  attacked  at  the  same  time,  the  ene- 
my attempted  to  cross  the  river  in  every 
place  fordable,  for  four  miles  up  the  river. 
But  they  were  foiled  in  every  attempt,  except 
at  Pike’s  encampment,  where  we  now  are. 
The  New  York  militia  were  posted  at  this 
place,  under  generals  Mo.oer  and  Wright. 
They  were  forced  to  give  back  a few  miles, 
until  they  were  reinforced  by  their  artillery. 
The  general  informed  me  of  his  situation,  and 
wished  for  assistance  which  was  readily  af- 
forded. We  met  the  enemy,  and  drove  him 
across  the  river,  under  cover  of  his  artillery. 
Our  loss  is  trifling  We  took  twenty  or  thir- 
ty prisoners.  Their  number  of  killed  is  not 
known.  We  have  been  skirmishing  all  day 
on  the  banks  of  the  river.  This  is  the  only 
place  he  crossed,  and  he  has  paid  dear  for  that. 
1 presume  the  enemy's  force  exceeds  the  num- 
ber I wrote  you.  What  unit  be  our  fate  to- 
morrow, I know  not;  but  am  willing  to  risque 
the  consequence  attending  it — being  convinc- 
ed of  the  bravery  and  skill  of  my  officers  and 
■'men.  We  are  abundantly  supplied  with  ant- 


munition  and  provisions,  from  general  Ma- 
comb. 

I am,  dear  sir,  yours  with  esteem, 

SAMUEL  STivGNG. 

His  excellency  Martin  Chittenden. 

If  God,  permits,  you  shall  hear  from  me 
again,  soon. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  the  same. 

Vergennes,  Sept.  16,  1814. 

Dear  sir — I received  your  letter  of  the  Hth 
inst.  on  my  return  at  Burlington,  where  1 Lad 
the  satisfaction  of , expressing  your,  thanks  to 
the  citizens  who  had  turned  out  to  repel  our 
invading  foe  at  Plattsburg.  At  the  same  time, 

I was  mortified  to  hear  citizens  of  a govern- 
ment like  ours — while  all  officers  are  limited 
in  their  official  powers,  urging  the  propriety 
of  that  power  being  executed  in  ail  unconsti- 
tutional and  arbitrary  manner.  We,  as  citi- 
zens, have  Tights  secured  to  us  by  the  blood 
and  wisdom  of  our  forefathers.  The  constitu- 
tion wisely  secures  to  us,  certain  rights  and 
privileges,  that  ought  not,  and  I say  with 
thousands  of  others,  shall  not  be  infringed  on. 
The  late  invasion  will  convince  our  enemies, 
and  our  citizens  at  home,  that  our  freedom 
and  liberties  are  not  to  be  taken  by  force,  or 
intrigue. 

I wrote  you  oh  the  1 Ith.  Nothing  appear- 
ed to  oppose  on  the  12th,  and  we  left  all  the 
groundin  harmony,  returning  to  our  families, 
except  a few,  who  were  killed  or  wounded.  If 
God  be  with  us,  who  can  stand  against  us? 

I am,  sir,  your  excellency’s  friend  and 
humble  servant, 

SAMUEL  STRONG. 

His  excellencjg  Martin  Chittenden. 

From  the  secretary  cit  war. 

War  Department,  Sept.  15, 1814. 

Sir — The  force  under  general  Macomb,  be- 
ing exposed  to  imminent  danger,  I have  to 
request  your  excellency,  to  order  to  his  aid, 
immediately,  sueff  a reinforcement  not  less 
than  two  thousand  of  the  militia  of  your  state' 
as  maybe  adequate  to  the  object. 

The  emergency  is  such,  as  to  make  it  ne- 
cessary that  you  call  into  service,  en  masse - 
the  militia  from  the  counties  most  convenient 
to  the  scene  of  action. 

The  extravagant  and  pernicious  views  of  the 
enemy,  make  it  of  the  highest  importance,  to 
the  best  interest  and  union  of  these  states, 
that  their  career  should  be  checked. 

It  is  in  the  power  of  your  excellency,  with 
the  means  in  your  hands,  to  afford  such  aid  as 
effectually  to  check  it. 

I rely  on  your  patriotic  zeal,  to  make  the 
exertions  necessary  to  the  end:  * 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 
His  excellency,  Martin  Chittenden. 
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Copy  of  a letter  from  Charles  J.  Nourse,  as- 1 RLPOR  F, 

sistant  adjutant  general.  | That  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 

Burlington , Vermont , Sept.  27,  1814. , article  1,  section  8,  declare.-,  “that  corercsf 
•—  I’fte  " ■ ‘ ‘ ’ ' - - 1 ^ ^ “,1? 

been 
day 

navy  and  army  in  this  quarter,  renuerea  ivun-iviae  ror  organizing,  arming  and  disciplining^ 
necessary.  I the  militia,  and  for  governing  such  > i;t  or, 

I am  directed  by  the  secretary  of  war,  to  j them  as,  may  be  employed  in  the  service ’of 
present  the  thanks  of  the  general  government  j the  United  States,  reserving  to  the  states  rc- 
through  you,  to  the  brave  and  patriotic  citizens  j spectively  the  appointment  of  the  officers  ami 
of  your  state,  for  their  prompt  succor  and  [ the  authority  of  training  the  militia,  according 
gallant  conduct  in  the  late  critical  state  of  this;  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  congress/'  In 
frontier.  'article  12,  section  2,  “The  president  shall  fcb. 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  goverment  that  two  [commander  in  chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of 
thousand  of  the  militia  of  your  state  should  the  United  States,  and  of  the  militia  of  the 
be  drafted  and  organized,  for  immediate  ser-!  several  states  when  called  into  the  actual  ser- 
vice, subject  to  the  call,  when  necessary,  of [vice  of  the  United  States  ” 
the  commanding  officer  in  this  quarter.  | It  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee  that  the 
There  are  arms  at  Montpelier,  from  which  ! different  clauses  quoted  from  the  federal  com 
such  as  may  be  without,  can  be  furnished.  istitution,  should  receive  a construction  so  as: 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respect-  to  render  one  clause  consistent  with  another, 
fully,  your  obedient  servant,  The  president  may,  undoubtedly,  command 

CIIS.  J.  NOURSE,  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  by 
Assistant  adjutant  general. ! officers  lawfully  commissioned  by  himself: 
llis  excellency,  jbut  he  cannot  so  command  the  militia  of  the, 

Martin  Chittenden,  gov.  of  Vt.  state  when  called  ihto  the  actual  service  of 

Copy  of  a letter  to  the  secretary  of  war.  the  United  States;  for  the  appointment  of 

Burlington,  Sept.  28,  1814.  j their  officers,  is  a right  reserved  “to  the  stales 
Sir — I have  the  honor  to  acknowledgeyours  j respectively.”  If,  therefore,  the  president 

of  the  15th  irist.  and  have  the  great  satisfac- j wourj  command  the  militia,  when  in  the  ac- 
tion to  inform  you  that  every  object  content-  jtual  service  of  the  United  States,  he  must  do 

it  in  person  or  exercise  his  command  over 
them  by  officers  appointed  by  the  states.  The 
congress  have  power  to  provide  for  organizing 
and  disciplining  the  militia^  and  governing 
such  part  of  them,  as  may  be  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  United  Slates;  but  to  constitute 
I this  act  as  a constitutional  fight  of  placing 
the  militia  under  the  command  of  any  officer 
not  in  the  militia,  except  the  president,  would 
render  nugatory  the  following  reservation, 
that  is,  “reserving  to  the  states  respectively 
the  appointment  of  the  officers,  and  authority 
of  training  the  militia,”  fyc.  Your  commit 
tee  consider  this  an  important  reservation  in 
the  federal  constitution,  favoring  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  slates,  and  tending  to  secure  the 
rights  of  the  people.  It  is  not  therefore  to 
be  surrendered  to  the  general  government. 
As  well  might  the  officers  of  the  militia,  ap- 
pointed by  this  state,  claim  the  right  to  com- 
mand the  army  of  the  United  States,  as  the 
officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  td 
command  the  militia.  There  is  no  constitu- 
tional provision  for  either  to  claim  such  right 
tor  to  exercise  such  command. 

| WM.  CHAMBERLAIN, 

For  committee 

Montpelier,  October  28, 1814. 

The  following  is  the  resolution  adopted  by 
the  honorable  council,  in  compliance  wit!* 
the  preceding  report: 

“ Resolved.  That  ■ it  is  the  opinion  of  th# 

n 


plated  in  your  communication  has  been  ef- 
fected. 

Volunteers  to  a much  larger  number,  than 
that  mentioned  in  your  request,  turned  out, 
and  crossed  the  lake  to  meet  the  enemy, 
without  distinction  of  age*  character,  or  par- 
ty, exhibiting  a spirit  and  zeal  for  the  defence 
of  their  country,  which  reflects  the  highest 
honor  on  themselves  and  the  country  they 
have  signally  aided  in  defending.  The  glo- 
rious event  of  our  success  against  a far  supe- 
rior force,  both  by  land  and  water,  is  of  the 
highest  importance  to  this  portion  of  the 
union,  and  cannot  fail,  so  to  be  considered, 
in  a national  point  of  view. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully,  your 
humble  servant, 

MARTIN  CHITTENDEN. 

Hon.  James  Monroe,  sec’y.  at  war. 


Vermont  Legislature — in  council 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor  and  the  hono- 
rable council , now  in  session: 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
following  question,  proposed  by  his  excellen- 
cy— >'Can  the  militia  when  in  the  actual  Ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  be  lawfully  com- 
manded by  any  officers  but  such  as  are  ap- 
pointed by  this  slate  except , by  the  president 
of  the  United  States ?” 

Vol,  VU. 
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council,  that  it  is  not  made  the  duty  of  his 
excellency,  by  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  to  put  the  detached  militia  of  this  state, 
tvhen  in  the  actual  serviceof  the  United  States, 
under  the  command  of  any  officer  commissi- 
oned by  the  president;  but  such  militia  are  to 
be  commanded  by  officers  appointed  by  the 
state  or  by  the  president  in  person.”  Adopted 
unanimously. 

LEGISLATURE  OF  CONNECTICUT. 
lie port  of  the  committee  of  defence,  to  the  ho- 
norable the  general  assembly. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
documents  relating  to  the  militia  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  accompanying  the 
governor’s  speech, 

FURTHER  REPORT, 

That  the  late  unexpected  measure  of  the 
officer  of  the  United  States  at  New  London, 
in  withdrawing  from  the  militia,  in  the  na- 
tional service,  ail  supplies,  appears  by  the  do- 
cuments before  them,  to  have  been  grounded 
on  an  express  order  from  the  secretary  of 
war. 

For  some  time  past — with  what  propriety 
your  committee  do  not  now  enquire — .the  U- 
nited  States  havebeen  divided,  by  the  national 
executive,  into  military  districts,  of  which 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  constituted  one. 
In  each  of  these  districts  is  placed  an  officer 
of  high  jfank,  who  by  order  of  the  president, 
assumes  the  sole  power  of  calling  for,  and  sta- 
tioning the  militia,  and  of  commanding  all 
forces,  within  his  precincts,  in  service  of  the 
United  States.  To  this  district  brigadier  ge- 
neral Cushing  has  been  assigned,  and  is 
stationed  at  the  garrisons  in  New  London  and 
Groton,  with  about  half  a regiment  of  sol- 
diers under  his  command. 

On  the  first  of  July  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  issued  a circular  from  the  war 
department,  requesting  the  several  executives 
to  furnish  their  respective  quotas  of  ninety- 
three  thousand  five  hundred  men,  with  pro- 
per officers,  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening 
the  Atlantic  frontier  against  the  public  enemy, 
and  assigned  three  thousand  with  a major 
general  and  other  officers,  as  the  proportion 
of  this  state  During  the  administrations  of 
Washington , Adams , Jefferson,  and  the  pre- 
sent chief  magistrate,  calls  on  the  executives 
for  detachments  were  made;  but  in  every  in- 
stance, which  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  committee,  were  expressly  authorised  by 
a law  of  congress.  Those  laws  have  all  been 
temporary — generally  enacted  for  the  occa- 
sion— and  never  of  very  long  continuance. 
Before  the  late  call  by  Mr.  Madison  the  last 
had  expired;  and  with  a due  regard  to  pro 
prietvf  he  denominated  that  an  invitation — 
not  claiming  it  as  a measure  of  authority. 
The  commander  in  chief,  being  very  solici- 
tous to  preserve  entire- harmony  in- conducting 


the  defence  of  our  sea  coast — although  he  ha’d 
previously  given  orders  to  the  whole  militia 
of  the  state  to  be  in  readiness  for  service — 
detached  and  organized  a corps  of  three  thou-- 
sand,  and  major  general  Taylor  w&a,  assigned 
to  the  command.  On  the  first  day  of  August 
following,  when  a brigade  under  ma  j.  general 
Isham  was  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
at  New  London,  and  about  three  hundred 
militia  on  other  parts  of  the  coast — general 
Cushing  was  induced,  by  the  number  and  hos- 
tile movements  of  the  enemy,  to  call  for  a 
major  part  of  general  Taylor's  detachment, 
and  expressed  his  uncertainty  how  long  the 
detention  of  the  brigade  already  in  service 
might  be  necessary.  At  the  same  time,  he  re- 
quested that  the  new  troops  might  be  under 
a brigadier,  and  the  whole  to  be  subjected  to 
his  command-  As  there  was  already  in  ser- 
vice more  than  the  command  of  a brigadier, 
and  a majority  of  general  Taylor's  corps  was 
now  called  to  the  field,  his  excellency,  with 
a just  consideration  of  what  was  due  to  the 
rights  of  individual  states  by  the  national  con- 
stitution and  laws,  directed  that  the  command- 
er should  accompany  his  men.  No  doubt  was 
entertained  that  the  national  officer  would 
cheerfully  acquiesce  in  the  arrangement  The 
ill  health  of  general  Taylor  delayed  his  arri- 
val till  the  11th  September,  before  which  time 
the  brigade  under  general  Ishctm  was  dis- 
missed. As  the  Connecticut  troops  on  that 
station  had  taken  orders  from  the  officer  of  the 
United  States  until  the  arrival  of  general 
Taylor , it  was  matter  of  just  surprise,  that  any 
jealousy  should  be  manifested  by  the  general 
government,  on  account  of  the  exercise  of  just 
command  by  an  officer  of  the  militia — and  of 
still  more  surprise,  that  the  only  objection  to 
the  command  was,  that  he  had  not  mem 
enough  for  an  officer  of  his  rank:  when  the 
general,  who  assigned  that  objection,  had  but 
about  one  half  of  a regiment  in  his  district. 

By  the  98th  article  of  the  rules  and  articles 
of  war,  enacted  by  congress,  when  a body  of 
militia  and  another  of  national  troops  so  unite 
as  to  form  one  corps,  the  officer  of  highest 
grade  shall  command  the  whole  Whether 
the  soldiers  in  the  garrisons  formed  one  corps, 
with  the  militia  encamped  at  New  London, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  statute,  the  com- 
mittee do  not  enquire,  as  the  command  of 
those  forts  has  never  been  claimed  by  an  ofli- 
cer  of  this  state,  and  the  superior  rank  of 
general  Taylor  renders  the  claim  of  the  na- 
tional officer  to  command  his  troops,  unques- 
tionably groundless.  A major  general  com- 
manded xit  the  same  place,  during  a gr^at 
proportion  of  the  preceding  season,  with  a 
much  smaller  detachment — and  the  troops 
were  supplied  and  paid  by  the  United  States. 

To  the  course  adopted  by  general  Cushing , 
he  conceived  himself  bound  by  the  secretary 
of  war.  In  those  orders  the  secretary  ex- 
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pressly  declares,  “that  when  any  number  un-  rious  session — You  assembled  at  a moment  of 
dev  four  thousand  is  required,  a major  general  great  anxiety,  and  the  inauspicious  change  m 
cannot  be  recognized.”  Had  the  whole  de  the  national  affairs  which  was  soon  alter  an- 
taciiment  -of  general  Taylor beep  in  the  field,  nounced.  has  added  a deep  interest,  to  your 
the  consequences  must  have  been  the  same,  deliberations.  The  alternative  ot  a c.egnul- 
From  that  corps  the  supplies  must,  even  then,  jing  submission  to  a public, enemy,  or  a manly 
have  beeu  withdrawn,  though  its  organiza-  \ resistance  has  occasioned  you  neither  doubt, 
tion  was  in  precise  conformity  with  the  direc-  jnor  hesitation  Without  c hanging  your  views 
tion  of  the  president:  for  it  did  not  contain/cucr , of  the  character  ot  the  war,  or  ef  the  mode 
thousand  as  required  by  the  secretary  of  war.  of  conducting  it,  you  have  evinced  by  your 
Officers  of  this  state  have  in  no  instance  effective  preparations,  a just  sensibility  to  the 
sought  tocommand  the  national  forces.  When  j security  and  honor  of  your  country, 
the  troops,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events,  i But  the  extravagant  demands  ol  a foreign^ 
fell  under  an  officer  of  high  rank,  no  doubt  enemy,  do  not  constitute  the  sole  ground  ot 
can  be  entertained  whether  he  ought  to  excr- ; alarm  It  cannot  be  concealed  that  dangers 
cise  the  command  assigned  him,  over  the  mi  of  a most  serious  aspect  approach  us  ii  cm 
litia  of  this  state.  The  course  adopted  by  his  i another  quarter.  The  embarrassment  already 
excellency  was  in  conformity  with  our  consti- ! experienced  from  the  course  pursued  by  the 
tutional  rights,  and  with  the  plainest  principles  general  government,  connected  with  the  bold 
of  law  and  military  usage.  (and  hazardous  system  ot  measures  now' in  a 

Since  this  unwarrantable  measure  of  the  train  for  execution,  give  to  the  affairs  of  tins 
general  government,  supplies  have  been  fur- ! nation  a solemnity  which  few  of  us  have  ever 
nisned  by  the  commissary  of  this  state.  Our  (witnessed. 

defence  against  the  public  enemy  cannot  fori  The  eventful  history  of  our  commonwealth 
a moment  be  abandoned.  The  people  of  this  will  undoubtedly  show  that  the  fathers  of 
state  will  defend  their  territory  from  invasion,  (New- England  have  at  times  been  assailed  by 
whatever 
war — will 

foreign  nation  _ 

constitutional  duty,  though  deeply  sensible  of  j shall  it  perish  in  our  hands? 
the  injustice  which  they  suffer.  The  wisej  Let  us  hope  that  ere  long  a sense  of  justice 
and  conciliatory  course  adopted  by  the  com-! will  alike  influence  the  common  enemy,  r.rnl 
rnander  in  chief,  evinces  That  the  evils  we  cn-jour  national  councils,  and  that  tie  com;>itu- 
dure  were  unavoidable,  and  that  harmony  with  j tion,  that  great  bond  of  union,  will  escape 
the  national  rulers  could  not  have  been  more’ the  threatened  violation;  but  let  us  remem- 
perfectly  preserved,  without  a formal  surren- i her  that  our  security  under  the  favor  of  I ovine 
der  of  those  high  prerogatives,  expressly  re- j Providence,  must  depend  on  our  own  uncer.s- 
served  in  the  great  charter  of  national  sove-iing  vigilance  and  exertions.  \ou  wi’l  feel 
reignty.  By  the  blessing  of  Divine  Provi-j  the  importance,  gentlemen,  of  inculcating  ok 
dcnce,  the  states  which  share  in  the  common ; our  fellow  citizens  at  this  momentous  june- 
calamities  may  still  find  redn 
pie  of  the  nation  become 
rights.  Signed  by  order,  improbable  the  preservation  of  our  highest 

HENRY  CHAMPION,  j interest  will  require  you  to  re  assemble  at.  no 
In  the  upper  house  the  foregoing  report  is  j distant  da}7 — at  present,  accept  my  devout 
accepted  and  approved.  j wishes  for  your  personal  happiness  and  for  the 

Attest  THOMAS  DAY.  Sec'y.  j safety  of  our  country. 

Concurred  in  the  house  of  Representatives.  ( RESOLUTION. 

Attest  CHaRLES  DENISON  Clerk.  i Whereas  a plan  of  the  secretary  of  the  de- 
[dj-’The  principle  of  this  report  is  openly  at  war  i partment  of  war  for  filling  up  the  regular 
with  tiie  preceding  adopted  in  Vermont,  as  to  the  army  of  the  United  States  has  been  suomited 
right  of  the  United  States’  officers  to  command  the* to  the  congress  of  the  United  States  new  in 
militia.  “Who  shall  decide  -when  doctors  disagree”]  j session,  and  a bill  for  an  act  to  carry  a part 

* j of  the  same  into  execution  is  pending  before 

Hartford,  ( Con.)  Nov:  9.  |t}ic  }l0llse  0f  representatives  of  the  United 
The  general  assembly  of  this  state  closed  | gtatbs,  the  principles  of  which  plan,  and  bill, 
their  full  session  yesterday.  Enclosed  I send ; jf  adopted,  will  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  ad- 
you  the  address  of  the  governor  to  the  two  I ministration  of  the  United  States’  government, 
houses,  and  a copy  of  a resolution  which  jnot  on]y  ap  the  militia  of  this  state,  hut  ti  e 
was  passed  by  an  unanimous  vote  in  the  council,  itr00pS  raised  for  the  defence  of  this  state,  at 
and  with  but  six  dissenting  votes  in  the  house.  a period  when  the  state  was  left  unprotect- 

ed  And  by  the  principles  ofwMcbour  sons, 
I return  you  the  thanks  of  the  state  for  your  (brothers  and  friends,  are  made  liable  to  bo 
faithful  services  during  a protracted  and  labo- 1 delivered  against  their  will,  and  by  fore e. 


ress,  and  the  peo-jture,  that  unanimity  and  firmness  which  you 
regardful  of  our  j have  here  so  eminently  displayed.  It  is  i.<,t 


jps 
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£o  the  marshals  and  recruiting  officers  of  the 
Unitid  States,  to  be  employed,  not  for  pur 
own,  defence,  bat  for  the  conquest  of  Canada, 
or  upon  any  foreign  service  upon  which  the 
administration  may  choose  to  send  them;  or 
impose  upon  the  people  of  this  state  “ a capi- 
tation or  other  direct  tax”  limited  by  no 
rules  but  the  will  of  officers  appointed  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States.' 

And  whereas  the  principles  of  the  plan  and 
bill  aforesaid;  are,  in  the  opinion  of  this  as- 
sembly, not  only  intolerably -burdensome  and 
Oppressive,  but  utterly  subversive  of  the  rights 
an  i liberties  of  the  people  of  this  state,  and 
the  iYbidpm,  sovereignty  and  independence; 
of  the  suns,  and  inconsistent  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  trie  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

And  whereas,  it  w;U  Become  the  imperious 
duty  of  the  legislature  of  this  state  to  exert 
themselves  to  ward  off  a blow  so  fatal  to  the 
liberties  of  a free  people — 

Resolved  by  this  assembly,  That  in  case 
the  plan  and  bill  aforesaid,  or  any  other  bill 
on  that,  subject,  containing  the  principles 
aforesaid,  shall  be  adopted,  and  assume  the 
form  of  an  act  of  congress,  the  governor  of 
this  state  is  hereby  requested,  forthwith  to 
convoke  the  general  assembly  ; and,  to  avoid 
delay,  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  requested 
to  issue  his  proclamation,  requiring  the  atten- 
dance of  the  members  thereof,  at  such  time 
ana  pi  .me  as  he  may  appoint,  to  the  end 
that  opportunity  may  be  given  to  consider 
what  measures  may  be  adopted  to  secure  and 
preserve  t he  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people 
of  this  state,  and  the  freedom,  sovereignty 


appearance,  and  20  dollars  for  every  month’s 
delinquency.  Commissioned  officers  are  to 
be  exempted  from  poll-tax  the  same  as  pri- 
vates. * 

A law  subjecting  each  and  every  owner  of 
an  extra  stage,  carriage,  waggon,  cart  or 
sleigh,  who  shall  be  convicted  of  running  the 
same  in  any  town  in  this  state  on  the  sabbath 
(except  in  gping  to  or  coming  from  public 
worship)  to  a fine  of  20  dollars.  It  also  sub- 
jects the  owners  of  mail  stages  to  20  dollars 
fine  for  every  passenger  they  shall  be  convict- 
ed of  having  conveyed  in  such  stage  or  stages 
on  the  sabbath.  The  passengers,  if  caught, 
are  subject  to  the  common  fine  for  trespass  of 
the  sabbath. 

A law  authorising  the  governor,  at  his  dis- 
cretion, to  employ  any  part  of  the  military 
force  of  this  state  in  defence  of  any  adjoining 
state. 

The  governor  is  also  authorised  to  purchase 
2000  muskets,  and  a quantity  of  ordnance  and 
other  munitions  of  war. 

A tax  of  two  cents  on  the  dollar  on  the  list 
of  1813,  is  laid,  payable  in  June  next. 


an 


:1  independence  of  •the.-  same. 


General  Assembly,  October,  1814. 
fi  in  thV Upper  House, 

Attest,-  ' THOMAS  DaY,  Secretary. 
Concurred  in  the  House  6f  Representatives, 

’ At:  >st,  . CHARLES  ‘DENISON,  Clerk. 
A tree  copy  of  .record  examined  by 

THOMAS  DAY,  Secretary. 
The  following  are  some  of  the  laws  passed  at 
the  late  session  of  the  general  assembly. 

■A  law  authorising  the  governor  to  borrow  j 
on  the  credit  of  the  state .40, 000  dollars. 

A law  increasing  the  salary  of  the  governor 
to  1500  dollars;  that  of  the  lieutenant  govern- 
pr  to  1000  dollars ; and  that  of  the  comptroller 
of  the  state  to  1000  dollars. 

A law  granting  to  the  committee  of  safety 
4 dollars  each,  for  every  day  they  maybe  call- 
ed together  for  the  service  of  the  state. 

A law  authorising  any  city  in  this  state  to 
make  bve  laws  directing  where  a military  ren 
idezvous  may  be  held,  where  soldiers  may  not 
be  marched  and  exercised,  to  prevent  dis- 
turbance from  the  soldiery  on  the  sabbath,  &c. 

A law  increasing  military  fines  to  4 dollars 
for  non  appearance  on  the  usual  dajes  of  ex- 
ercise; it  provides  also  that  the  militia  when 
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GOVERNOR  S MESSAGE. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council , and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly., 

Since  your  adjournment  the  militia  of  cur 
state,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  have 
all  been  discharged;  the  largest  portion  of 
which  have  been  paid  off,  and  satisfactory  as- 
surances given  that  the  remainder  will  be  paid 
in  a few  days.  By  the  care  and  diligence  of 
the  treasurer,  two  months  state  allowance  to 
the  militia  was  paid  about  the  time  it  became 
due;  the  remainder,  being  about  one  month’s 
allowance,  has  been  necessarily  delayed  a few 
weeks  until  the  coming  in  of  the  annual  tax, 
and  will  be  discharged  as  soon  as  the  pay  rolls 
can  be  perfected. 

The  experience  of  the  last  year  has  mani- 
fested some  defects  in  the  militia  law,  which 
will  require  your  particular  attention.  In 
pursuance  of  your  joint  resolution  of  the  8th 
of  February  last,  I have  obtained  from  the 
war  department,  an  engagement  to  repay  the 
monies  expended  by  the  state  in  the  repairs 
of  the  arms  mentioned  in  said  resolution,  as 
soon  as  vouchers  shall  have  passed  the  proper 
offices.  As  those  repairs  were  not  done  under 
my  direction,  I am  not  in  possession  of  the 
necessary  vouchers  to  enable  me  to  present 
this  account  for  adjustment.  The  adjutant 
general  will  lay  before  you  the  annual  ret  urn 
of  the  milhia.  Sufficient  time  has  not  elapsed 
since  the  discharge  of  the  militia  to  procure 
proper  returns  of  the  arms,  ammunition  and 
camp  equipage.  As  soon  as  this  can  be  done, 
a general  return  will  be  laid  before  you.  In 
the  recess  of  the  legislature  I have  received 
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oia,  INorfch-Carclina  and  Vermont,  accompa- 
nying resolutions  of  the  legislatures  ot  those 
states,  which  are  herewith  laid  beiore 
It  would  have  afforded  great  consolation  it 
the  prospect  of  peace  had  kept  pace  with  the 
liberal  and  enlightened  policy  of  our  govern- 
ment to  promote  it;  that  the  enemy  have 
abandoned  the  iniquitous  project  of  establish- 
ing a savage  barrier  between  civilized  nations, 
might  have  afforded  some  hope,  if  this  had 
not  been  counterbalanced  by  new  pretensions 
equally  exceptionable 

It  cannot  have  escaped  vour  observation, 
gentlemen,  that  a combination  is  forming  in 
the  eastern  states  hostile  to  the  constitution 
and  government  of  the  union,  threatening  a 
separation  of  the  states  An  honorable  union, 
formed  under  the  pressure  of  common  danger, 
and  cemented  with  the  blood  of  patriots;  a 
constitution  devised  by  the  venerable  states 
men  and  sages  of  the  revolution  calculated  to 
preserve  the  liberties  and  promote  the  hap- 
piness of  unborn  millions;  are  about  to  be 
broken  up  and  cast  to  the  wind,  in  a paltry 
struggle  for  the  gratification  of  a silly  ambi- 
tioti  to  govern.  Had  this  section  oi  the  union 
in  time  of  peace  seceded  frqjn  the  union,  the 
act  would  have  been  greatly  to  have  been  de- 
plored, and  would  in  that  case  have  merited 
the  appellation  of  folly ; but  to  meditate  the 
desertion  of  their  brethren  in  the  midst  of  a 
dangerous  war,  and  thereby  excite  the  exer- 
tions and  encourage  the  hopes  of  a vindictive 
enemy,  gives  rise  to  emotions  easier  felt  than 
described.  Language  scarcely  furnishes  epi- 
thets of  sufficient  opprobrium,  to  apply  to  this 
dereliction  of  every  honorable  feeling  of  the 
mind  Was  it  for  this  return  that  the  intrepid 
warriors  of  America,  led  by  the  illustrious 
Washington,  unfurled  the  triumphant  banners 
of  the  union  on  the  plains  of  Massachusetts, 
and  drove  the  enemy  in  disgrace  from  the 
capitol  ? Can  it  he  endured  that  the  holy  edi 
fieeof  our  freedom,  erected  by  the  combined 
wisdom  and  labor  of  the  revolutionary  patri- 
ots, she  Id  be  demolished  by  the  wicked  acts 
of  a combination  of  men  whose  claims  to  pub- 
lic consideration  rests  on  no  better  foundation 
than  an  insatiable  thirst  of  power?  It  must 
not  be  understood  that  it  is  intended  to  in- 
volve in  this  censure  the  body  of  citizens  of 
the  eastern  states — their  steady  habits  and 
virtuous  deportment  entitles  them  to  great  re' 
spect  and  consideration.  Candor,  however, 
requires  us  to  deal  plainly  with  them,  appris 
ing  them  of  the  situation  in  which  they  are 
placed,  that  they  are  artfully  led  by  unprin- 
cipled ambitious  men  to  the  verge  of  treason, 
and  a favorable  opportunity  only  wanted  to 
plunge  them  and  their  country  into  irretriev 
able  ruin  and  disgrace.  There  is  every  reason 
to  hope,  that  as  soon  as  the  veil  in  which  this 
conspiracy  against  the  happiness  and  pros- 
perity of  America  is  attempted  to  he  shrowd- 


ed  is  fully  removed,  and  the  monster  exposed 
in  its  naked  deformity,  that  the  virtuous  yeo- 
manry of  New-Kngland,  warned  by  danger, 
and  animated  with  patriotism,  will  rise  in 
their  strength  and  strangle  it  in  its  cradle. 

Should  it  be  said  that  trie  object  of  the 
eastern  malcontents  is  not  to  dissolve  the 
union,  but  only  to  compel  the  general  govei n- 
ment  to  change  its  measures,  and  pursue 
those  marked  out  by  them,  or  at  most  to  com- 
pel those  in  the  administration  to  abandon 
th<  ir  stations  to  make  way  for  themselves,  the 
deleterious  effect  on  the  constitution  would  in 
that  case  be  even  worse  In  one  cere,  a por- 
tion of  the  union  would  be  seveied  from  he 
great  body,  which  might  become  sounder  by 
the  amputation;  in  the  other,  the  const billion 
itself  would  be  shaken  to  its  foundation.  If 
an  eastern  confederacy  can  control  the  govern- 
ment, why  not  a middle,  a southern  or  a 
western  do  the  same?  It  requires  no  argu- 
ment to  prove  that  a body  with  four  or  live 
heads  constitutes'  a monster. 

The  fate  of  Greece  ought  to  furnish  a lesr 
son  of  instruction  to  every  subsequent  con- 
federacy of  states.  While  united,  it  success- 
fully withstood  the  combined  powers  of  the 
Persian  empire;  but  as  soon  as  the  league  was 
broken  by  a combination  of  members  against 
its  head,  and  jealousy  among  themselves,  it 
fell  an  easy  prey  to  the  first  invader,  and  at 
this  day  groans  in  chains,  a deplorable  monu- 
ment of  the  folly  of  selfish  policy,  local  jeal- 
ousy and  private  ambition.  One  defect  in  ti  e 
Grecian  confederacy  was,  that  the  laws  acted 
on  the  states  in  their  aggregate  capaci l y,  and 
not  on  the  individual  citizens;  delinquency 
was  therefore  punished  by  coercing  the  states, 
this  necessarily  produced  violence,  anu  vio- 
lence anarchy.  The  framers  of  our  excellent 
constitution  have  wisely  corrected  this  defect. 
The  laws  of  the  United  States  act  on  the  citi- 
zens independent  bf  the  state  authorities.  The 
violators  of  the  laws  of  the  union  may  be 
brought  to  justice  and  compelled  to  obedien:  e, 
without  consulting  the  states  or  in  any  way 
intermeddling  with  the  portion  of  sovereignty 
reserved  to  the  state  governments.  The 
friends  of  the  government  will  therefore  have 
a rallying  point,  and  find  protection  in  the 
laws  of  the  United  States.  This  principle 
well  attended  to  will  be  found  to  have  an  im- 
portant influence  in  the  preservation  of  the 
union, 

Whatever  may  be  the  real  motive,  the  os- 
tensible complaint  against  the  government  at 
this  time  is  the  v,  ar  I think  I am  war  ranted 
in  saying,  that  no  well  informed  man,  tree 
from  British  attachments,  is  to  be  found,  that 
denies  that  the  injuries  inflicted  on  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  our  citizens  by  Great 
Britain  afforded,  on  the  principles  of  the  laws 
of  nature  and  nations,  a justifiable  cause  of 
war  These  injuries  vvere  avowed,  persisted 


no 
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in,  and  justified  by  the  British  ministry,  and 
satisfaction  for  the  past  and  security  for  the  “fu- 
ture directly  and  peremptorily  denied  before 
the  war  was  declared.  The  war  must,  there- 
fore, be  considered  a legitimate  legal  war  in 
the  view  of  civilized  nations,  and,  as  it  re- 
spects ourselves,  constitutionally  declared.  It 
must,  however,  be  admitted,  that  there  are  a 
considerable  number  of  respectable  .citizens 
in  our  country,  who  think  that  it  would  have 
been  wiser  to  have  borne  in  quiet  the  injuries 
inflicted  on  us,  than  to  have  encountered  the 
calamities  incident  to  a state  of  war,  to  re- 
dress them;  that  on  this  question  of  public 
policy  the  government  misjudged.  The  re- 
sult of  the  frequent  elections  since  the  decla- 
ration of  war  evinces,  however,  that  this  is 
not  the  sentiment  of  the  majority  of  the  na- 
tion. But  in  compliance  with  the  desires  of 
the  minority,  the  government  has  done  every 
thing  towards  obtaining  peace  that  could  be 
done  consistently  with  the  safety  and  honor  of 
the  country.  Very  soon  after  the  war  broke 
out,  our  government,  in  answer  to  a commu- 
nication from  admiral  Warren,  offered  the 
British  government  fo  treat  of  peace,  and  for 
nearly  two  years  have  had  commissioners  in 
Europe  for  that  purpose.  These  commission- 
ers, with  full  authority  from  the  government, 
have  offered  the  enemy  reasonable  terms  of 
peace;  these  terms  have  not,  yet  been  accept 
ed,  but  on  the  other  hand  the  enemy  have  set 
up  unreasonable  and  humiliating  demands  on 
ns,  such  as  no  man  in  our  country  has  yet 
been  found  so  destitute  of  virtue  and  public 
spirit  as  to  advocate  the  acceptance  of. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  a man  who  opposes 
the  prosecution  of  the  war  is  bound  to  say  that 
the  condition  of  peace  offered  by  the  enemy  is 
such  as  ought  to  have  been  accepted;  other- 
wise he  is  involved  in  the  absurdity  of  ac- 
knowledging that  we  cannot  have  peace,  and 
yet  declaring,  by  his  actions  at  least,  that  we; 
must  not  have  war.  A candid  examination  of 
the  communications  contained  in  the  despatch-  j 
es  from  our  commissioners  in  Europe,  must 
carry  conviction  to  every  mind,  that  our  go- 
vernment is  seriously  disposed  to  peace. 
Should  it.  however,  so  happen  that  the  enemy 
should  offer  us  such  terms  of  peace  as  ought 
to  be  accepted,  and,  contrary  to  every  reason 
able  expectation,  the  government  shpuld  be  so 
insensible  to  its  duty  and  regardless  of  the  in- 
terest of  the  nation  as  to  reject  them,  -we! 
should  stand  in  need  of  no  partial  convention  ! 
at  Hartford,  or  elsewhere,  to  stop  the  pro-; 
gress  of  the  war.  The  unanimous  voice  of  aj 
free  people  would  be  heard;  no  administration! 
would  be  hardy  enough  to  refuse  to  listen  to  it.  j 

In  our  present  situation  we  have  no  alter-; 
native  left  but  war  or  submission.  After  the  ' 
glorious  stand  made  the  last  campaign  against; 
the  power  of  the  British  empire,  nothing  short  j 
of  the  basest  cowardice  or  foulest  treason  can 


f suggest  the  latter.  Heaven  has  committed  to 
! our  keeping  an  invaluable  stake,  no  less  than 
' the  liberties  and  independence  of  the  only  free 
government  on  earth.  A remembrance  of  the 
j virtues  of  our  ancestors  urges  to  the  perform- 
ance of  a pious  duty;  posterity  requires  it  at 
our  hands;  nothing  more  is  wanting  to  the 
accomplishment  of  this  great  object  than  a 
love  of  country.  W ith  a strict  observance  of 
this  vital  principle  of  free  government,  and  a 
rational  reliance  on  an  all-wise  and  overruling 
Providence,  we  may  look  forward  with  confi- 
dence to  a happy  issue  to  the  conflict  in  which 
we  are  engaged. 

I have  not  the  presumption  to  say,  that  in 
making  the  foregoing  observations  I have  not 
been  more  under  the  influence  of  feeling  than 
wisdom.  It  is  difficult,  however,  to  judge 
correctly  of  the  interest  of  the  nation,  without 
feeling  for  its  happiness  and  prosperity.  If  an 
apology  is  wanting  for  touching  upon  this 
subject  at  all,  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  mo- 
mentous crisis  in  the  affairs  of  our  country, 
calling  for  measures  of  a decided  and  deter- 
mined character. 

WILLIAM  S.  P>  NN1NGTON. 

New- Jersey,  Jan.  11,  1815. 
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governor’s  message. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  commonzcealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Fellow-Citizens — Since  the  adjournment 
of  the  last  legislature,  events  have  occurred  of 
a character  more  interesting  and  impressive 
than  any  to  be  found  in  our  annals  for  t he  last 
thirty  years,  nor  has  the  history  of  the  old 
world  been  less  eventful  or  imposing.  The 
extraordinary  overturnings  and  raising  up  of 
thrones  in  Europe,  and  the  elevation  and 
prostration  of  royal  families,  have  been  so 
wonderful,  rapid  and  unexpected  as  to  excite 
our  profoundest  astonishment,  and  most  seri- 
ous reflection.  Our  extensive  commerce,  spi- 
rit of  enterprise,  and  surplus  productions  have 
so  intermixed  our  interests  with  those  of  the 
nations  of  Europe  that  even  in  a time  of  peace 
we  could  not  have  been  indifferent  op  uninte- 
rested spectators  of  the  mighty  scenes  which 
have  passed  before  us.  Involved,  however,  as 
we  are  in  a just  and  unavoidable  war,  with 
one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  of  the  world, 
we  could  not  but  mark  with  solicitude,  events 
which  promised  to  relieve  our  enemy  from  all 
resistance  and  restraint  elsewhere,  and  enable 
him  to  turn  his  whole  force,  resources  and 
undivided  attention  upon  us.  The  enemy  has 
availed  himself  of  such  a state  of  things,  so 
far  as  to  send  considerable  reinforcements 
of  veteran  troops  to  his  North  American  pos- 
sessions, and  a large  fleet  and  well  appointed 
army,  to  blockade  our  hays  and  rivers,  and 
bombard,  destroy,  and  lay  waste  all  our  as- 
sailable villages,  towns  ai*d  eitigs.  This  force. 
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by  a rapid  movement,  exposing  itself  to  cap- 
ture or  destruction,  penetrated  to  Washington 
city.  It  was  captured  with  attendant  circum- 
stances of  barbarism,  which  disgrace  and  ren- 
der hateful  the  conquerors,  who  thus  outraged 
ail  the  laws  and  usages  of  honorable  warfare 
The  consternation  which  was  excited  on  the 
seaboard,  is  almost  inconceivable  to  those 
who  reside  in  the  interior.  Happily,  however, 
for  our  country  and  for  human  nature,  it  was 
the  last  triumph  of  barbarian  arms.  Discom- 
fiture and  disgrace  have  followed  hard  upon 
him  ever  since.  At  Baltimore  the  militia 
marched  forth  to  meet  the  veterans  of  Britain, 
the  spirit  of  the  revolution  was  roused,  the  in- 
vading army  were  compelled  to  retreat,  and 
the  bombarding  fleet  compelled  to  retire,  and 
the  mothers,  wives  and  children  of  the  brave 
once  more  slept  in  quiet. 

The  army  of  Niagara,  under  the  dauntless 
general  Brown,  stayed  the  onward  course  of 
the  British' troops  and  by  displays  of  consum- 
mate .-.kill  and  heroic  bravery  taught  them  to 
do  homage  to  American  soldiers.  On  Lake 


decision  and  preparation,  there  is  safety  apd 
honor,  but  any  other  course  will  inevitably 
lead  to  suffering  and  disgrace.  To  you,  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  the  people  have 
a right  to  look,  and  do  look  for  the  perform- 
ance of  all  those  extraordinary  duties  which 
the  times  impose  on  you.  The  last  summer  has 
read  to  us  such  a lesson  as  I trust  we  shall 
profit  by,  and  that,  if  these  ruthless  invaders 
come  again,  they  will  find  us  every  where 
prepared  and  resolute. 

The  conflagration  of  Washington  and  the 
continued  menacing  language  and  attitude  of 
the  enemy  having  excited  general  anxiety  and 
solicitude  for  the  safety  of  Philadelphia.  I re- 
paired to  that  city’’,  accompanied  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  commonwealth  and  state  treasurer, 
whose  presence  and  advice  very  much  facili- 
tated the  objects  of  my  journey,  which  were 
<to  get  into  trie  field,  arm  and  equip  a force 
adequate  to  the  defence  of  that  city  and  the 
shoves  of  the  Delaware  : by  an  untemitted  at- 
tention, and  acting  in  concert  with  the  gene- 
ral commanding  for  the  United  Slates  in  this 
district'  such  a force  was  obtained,  notwith- 


standing considerable  embarrassment  caused 


Champlain  the  squadron  of  the  gallant  com- 
modore Macdonough  has  conquered  and  cap- 
tured another  fleet,  again  irradiated  with  glo- 1 by  the  almost  exhausted  condition  of  the 
ry  our  flag,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  army  United  States’  arsenal.  From  an  order  by 
of  the  brave  general  Macomb  has  preserved ! the  war  department  directing  the  generals  of 
the  peace  of  an  immense  tract  of  country  and  | military  districts  to  supply  with  equipments 
shielded  the  inhabitants  from  the  tomahawk  j the  militia  called  into  service,  I had  inferred 
of  the  savage.  ; that  camp  equipments,  arms  and  munitions  of 

Our  small  ships  and  privateers  have  cover-]  war  were  in  store  ready  for  delivery.  1 was 
ed  the  seas ; and  on  the  seacoast  of  the  enemy,  mistaken : in  consequence  of  large  requisitions 
they  have  been  so  vigilant  and  courageous  I having  been  previously  made  from  the  south, 
that  it  has  become  unsafe  for  him  to  pass  even]  These  difficulties,  however,  and  many  others 
from  one  of  his  own  ports  to  another — they]  were  surmounted,  and  so  respectable  a force 
have  retaliated  upon  the  enemy  the  system  of, encamped  as  has  probably  contributed  to  de- 


capturing and  destroying  to  an  extent  .greater 
than  he  could  have  imagined,  and,  as  if  in 
mock  of  the  blockade,  our  vessels  and  their 
prizes  have  come  in  and  runout  as  at  pleasure. 
Their  skill,  seamanship  and  valor,  will  carry 
our  tame  upon  the  wings  of  the  \Vind,  and  the 
waves  of  the  waters,  teach  all  nations  to  re- 
spect us.  and  acknowledge  that  though  pa- 
tient, and  long  suffering,  we  will  neither  be 
injured  nor  insulted  with  impunity. 

The  latest  advices  induce  a belief  in  some 
minds  that  peace  may  possibly  result  out  of 
our  mission  to  Lurope,  and  that  the  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  armed  men,  who 
overspread  its  continent  may  again  unsheath 
their  swords  and  again  struggle  for  victory 
and  dominion.  Let  the  result  of  the  negocia- 
tions  at  Ghent  or  at  Vienna  be  what  it  may, 
it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  and  of  patriotism  to 
calculate  upon,  and  prepare  for,  war  rather 
than  peace.  If  honorable  peace  comes,  com 


ter  the  enemy  from  any  attempt  against  the 
capital  of  the  state. 

Whilst  on  this  subject,  I may  be  permitted 
to  remark  that  the  various  and  important 
duties  incumbent  on  the  executive,  which  can 
only  be  discharged  at  the  seat  of  government, 
where  the  records  and  state  seals  are  kept, 
will  not  allow  of  his  absence  for  long  periods, 
without  great  public  inconvenience ; it  L 
therefore  to  be  avoided.  The  exposure  to  in- 
vasion of  the  eastern  and  western  sections  of 
Pennsylvania  requires,  for  their  defence,  that 
the  earliest  and  most  correct  information  of 
the  situation  of  those  parts  of  the  stale  should 
be  conveyed  to  the  executive  by  persons  in 
whose  talents,  integrity  and  devotion  to  the 
support  of  the  government  of  the  state  and 
United  States,  in  all  their  lawful  and  consti 
tutional  measures,  he  can  fully  confide.  f 
suggest  the  utility  of  authorizing  a commis- 
sion of  such  persons  as  well  for  the  above spe 


when  it  will,  it  will  be  welcome,  and  we  shall  cified  purpose  as  for  that  of  confidentially’ 
always  he  prepared  to  receive  it ; but  if  we  jcommunicating  and  cooperating  with  the 
mistakenly  repose  in  the  prospect  of  peace,  United  States’  commanding  general  of  the 
we  may  unpreparedly  be  awakened  by  the  j district  The  sanction  of  legislative  authori 
thunder  of  the  enemy’s  cannon.  In  energy,  by  would  give  respectability  to  such  a body. 
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and  their  being  appointed  by,  and  responsible 
to,  the  government,  would  insure  moreconfi-j 
denc’e,  and  be  less  liable  to  distrust  or  suspi-| 
cion,  than  an  irregular  or  unauthorized  asso- 
ciation. 

The  militia  of  this  state,  now  and  lately  in 
the  i'cld,  under  requisitions  from  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  turned  out  at  their  coun- 
try’s call,  with  a promptitude  which  reflects 
upon  them  signal  honor.  It  was  particularly 
gratifying  to  observe  that  when  danger  was 
impending,  many  volunteer  companies  were 
formed,  uniformed  and  officered,  jn  compli- 
ance with  an  invitation  contained  in  general 
orders  of  the  27th  of  August  last.  These 
corp  , composed  of  the  most  respectable  citi- 
zens, repaired  with  a laudable  zeal  to  Phila- 
delphia, then  considered  in  imminent  danger. 
They  were  then  organized  into  battalions  and 
regiments,  and  officered  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
visions of  our  militia  law.  It  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  any  portion  of  such  companies, 
animated  by  honorable  motives  and  intentions, 
and  received  into  the  United  States  service, 
under  a special  guarantee  of  the  rights  and 
privileges  secured  to  them  by  the  laws  of 
Pennsylvania,  should  have  had  their  ardor 
damped,  their  harmony  destroyed,  and  their 
officers  treated  with  disrespect  arrested  and 
arraigned.  It  would  be  in  vain  to  seek  for 
any  honorable  or  public  spirited  incentive  to 
a proceeding,  which,  while  it  wounds  the  just 
pride  of  men  of  worth  and  courage,  it  essen- 
tially injures  the  public  service. 

I would  be  culpable,  while  thus  doing  justice 
to  the  merits  of  the  militia  of  one  section  of 
the  state,  were  I to  omit  stating  to  the  legisla- 
ture the  high  sense  I entertain  of  the  patriotism 
and  courage  of  those  generous  militia  who, 
without  order  or  invasion,  dew  to  arms,  and 
of  their  own  good  will  marched  to  Baltimore 
and  had  the  honor  to  aid  in  repulsing  the  ene- 
my. Such  devotion  to  thepublic  weal,  if  uni- 
versal, would  soon  compel  the  enemy  to  aban- 
don the  system  of  marauding  and  depreda- 
ting, upon  which  he  has  so  uniformly  acted, 
While  we  acknowledge  the  high  deserts  of 
those  who  marched  to  the  defence  of  the  sea- 
board, let  us  not  be  Unmindful  of  the  brave 
Pennsylvania  militia,  who,  at  the  battles  of 
Chippewaand  Bridgewater, gloriously  redeem- 
ed the  honor  which  had  been  compromised 
on  the  shores  of  th  e Niagara.  This  regiment, 
having  faithfully  performed  its  tour  of  duty, 
was  honored  by  the  thanks  of  the  command- 
ing general.  They  deserve  well  of  the  state 
and  of  their  country. 

Although  the  laudable  enterprise  and  emu- 
lation of  our,  fellow-citizens  has  hitherto  in  a 
great  measure,  supplied  the  many  defects  of 
our  militia  law,  yet  so  numerous  and  obvious 
are  its  imperfections,  that  to  apportion  equal- 
ly upon  all  the  burthens  caused  by  the  war, 
an  entire  revision  of  the  system  is  indispensa- 


ble. One  of  its  sections,  commanding  militia 
[officers  of  certain  grades  to  communicate  to 
| the  legislature  the  defects  they  may  discovery 
and  a persuasion  that  much  information  has 
been  collected  in  the  summer  by  the  gentle- 
men of  the  legislature,  I shall  not  attempt  to 
detail  the  errors  and  contradictions  of  the  law 
I will,  however,  take  occasion  to  remark  that 
there  is  in  Pennsylvania  an  over  proportion 
of  cavalry.  It  is  ascertained  that  for  service 
they  are  not  in  demand;  except  as  videttes 
none  have  been  required  by  the  general  go- 
vernment. It  follows  that  a horseman  and 
an  exempt  are,  in  our  militia  law,  almost  sy- 
nonimous.  I recommend*  that  rifle  and  artil- 
lery corps  be  promoted  abd  cherished;  they 
are  believed  to  be  the  best  defence  of  our 
country,  and  it  is  presumed  that  experience 
has  demonstrated  that  our  sharp  shooters  and 
gunners  are  equal  to  any  in  the  world. 

Uniform  certainly  produces  a most  valuable 
effect  in  our  militia,  as  it  never  fails  to  excite 
a portion  of  soldierly  pride.  When  well  ap- 
pointed volunteer  corps  and  not  uniformed 
militia  companies  are  encamped  together,  or 
meet  on  parade,  the  one  is  apt  to  feel  envy, 
and  the  other  to  show  contempt;  these  and 
other  considerations  induce  me  to  suggest  the 
uniforming  the  militia  at  the  public  expense; 
when  called  into  actual  service.  The  expense 
of  a cheap  uniform  and  a provision  for  the 
family  of  the  poor  man,  who  endangers  health 
and  life  without  any  other  stake  in  the  public 
cause  than  his  personal,  political  and  religi- 
ous liberty,  would  be  !a  tax  which  should  be 
willingly  paid  by  the  opulent.  If  this  scheme 
be  deemed  ineligible,  1 suggest  that  the  pro-’ 
mise  of  the  state  to  repay  the  price  of  the 
uniform  to  every  man  who  performs  faithful 
ly  a full  tour  of  duty,  would  probably  be  in- 
ducements sufficiently  strong  for  the  militiato 
uniform  themselves. 

That  a well  organized  and  well  disciplined 
militia  is  the  truest  safeguard  of  the  republic, 
l am  firmly  convinced.  Yet  when  we  are  at 
war  with  a vigilant  and  veteran  enemy,  who 
with  his  numerous  fleets  commands  our  bays 
and  rivers,  by  facility  of  transportation,  excites 
constant  alarms,  and  makes  necessary  the  sta- 
tioning of  forces  at  all  exposed  places;  when 
we  take  into  consideration  the  great/ sacrifices 
made  by  individuals,  and  the  injury  to  the 
state  by  the  interruption  of  the  labor  of  farm- 
ers, mechanics  and  manufacturers,  that  is  oc- 
casioned by  frequent  calls  upon  the  militia. 
When  the  enormous  expense  caused  thereby, 
and  the  time  lost  in  inarching  them  from  dis- 
tant places,  and  training  them  for  service,  are 
also  considered,  I cannot  but  deem  it  my  duty 
to  recommend  the  raising  immediately  a few 
regiments  to  serve  during  the  war  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  state.  Such  a permanent,  well 
disciplined  force,  supported  and  reinforced  as 
occasion  might  require  by  drafted  or  volum- 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SUPPLEMENT  TO  VOL.  VII. 


113 


teer  militia  would  prove  economical,  preserve  i last  legislature,  to  replenish  the  treasury, 
many  valuable  lives,  prevent  individual  dis-  which  Lad  been  exhausted  by  extraordinary 
tress  and  public  loss,  and  add  much  to  the  se-  expenses  at  Erie,  and  by  the  purchase  ofimu- 
curitv  of  the  country.  I would  call  your  at-jnitionJ' ot  war  there  and  elsewhere.  The  re- 
tention to  the  establishment  of  a medical  de-jceipls  of  the  commonwealth,  however,  prov- 
partinent,  as  essential  to  the  health  of  thejing  adequate  in  the  month  of  August  last  to  a 
troops,  and  wii!  take  occasion  also  to  remark,  | repayment,  and  deeming  the  anticipated  re- 
that  the  duties  imposed  on  the  adjutant  gene-  jceipts  as  sufficient  to  meet  any  probable  de- 
ral  are  so  important,  various  and  diffuse,  that  j mands  on  the  treasury,  I ordered  a repayment 
it  is  impossible,  particularly  in  a state  of  war,  | of  the  loan,  connecting  with  the  act  tin 
for  any  ndividual  to  perform  them. 

Amongst  the  munitions  of  war  provided  for 
our  militia,  of  which  a detailed  account  will 
be  furnished  in  the  adjutant  general  s report, 


ie  ex- 


pression of  a wish  that  the  bank,  if  required, 
would  again  aid  the  government.  In  t lie  au- 
tumn an  application  was  made,  and  that  insti- 
tution very  honorably,  at  the  rate  of  interest 
will  be  found,  tents  sufficient  to  cover  more | prescribed  in  its  charter,  reloaned  to  the  stale 


than  17,000  men,  and  a large  quantity  of  other 
camp  equipments:  1000  rifles  have  been  re- 
ceived out  of  the  United  States’  arsenal,  and 
repaired  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  and  360 
new  ones  have  been  purchased.  These  arms, 
with  nearly  8000  muskets  received  from  the 
United  States,  as  part  of  the  quota  of  Pennsyl- 


#100,000.  The  hostile  attitude  maintained 
by  our  enemy  on  our  seaboard,  and  the  pecu- 
liar situation  of  the  general  government  re- 
quired the  application  of  the  resources  of  the 
commonwealth  to  provide  the  necessary  means 
of  defence;  heavy  expences  were  necessarily 
incurred,  which,  together  with  large  deni  a nos 


vania,  under  an  act  of  congress  for  arming  the 'lately  made  under  the  act  entitled  “An  act 
whole  militia,  added  to  the  state  arms  repair-  for  the  improvement  of  the  state,’’  made  ad- 
ed  and  repairing,  and  a respectable  park  of  jditional  loans  necessary ; a general  account  cf 
artillery  will  furnish  a force  sufficient,  under  which,  and  of  other  matters  relative  to  the 
providence,  to  repel  any  army  the  enemy  may  'financial  concerns  of  the  state  reported  to  me, 
land.  There  is  now  in  "the  state  arsenal  in  the  | accompanies  this  communication.  This  and 
city  of  Philadelphia,  much  valuable  property.  |a  more  detailed  account  hereafter  to  be  exhi- 
The  discharge  of  the  militia  now  and  lately  in  j hi  ted,  embracing  also  the  accounts  of  the  ad- 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  will  consi-  jutant  general  and  his  deputies,  and  of  pay- 
derabiy  increase  it.  The  care  of  the  arsenal  jments  made  to  Pennsylvania  militia  in  the 
ought  to  be  confided  to  some  persons  of  known  j service  of  the  United  States,  will  be  such  an 
integrity,  who  might  also  superintend  the  | exhibition  of  our  finances  as  will  satisfactorily 
safe  keeping  and  repairing  of  the  public  arms  show  the  necessity  of  the  loans,  and  the  faith 
Some  disbursements  may  have  been  made  jful  and  economical  appropriation  of  the  public 
not  in  the  contemplation  of  the  last  legisla-i means,  and  induce  the  legislature  tc  adopt 
ture,  such  as  the  purchase  of  blankets  and  j measures  for  replenishing  the  public  treasury, 
warm  clothing  for  these  of  our  volunteers  and  j and  providing  against  the  want  of  future  loans, 
militia  who  left  home  in  the  summer,  and  jit  is  gratifying  to  know  that  our  resources  are 
were  to  continue  in  the  field  in  very  severe: abundant  and  untouched, 
weather,  and  had  not  the  means  nor  the  op- 
portunity to  provide  for  themselves;  these  ar- 


ticles were  tendered  for  so  much  as  they  cost, 
and  so  accepted  by  the  receiver  on  account  of 
his  pay.  ''he  health  and  comfort  of  the  men 
could  only  by  such  a measure  he  secured.  I 
trust,  therefore,  that  this  act,  and  an  advance 
of  money  to  contractors  to  purchase  provi 


Heretofore  to  express  my  opinion  against 
an  increase  of  the  banking  institutions  has 
been  a painful  duty.  That  bank  paper  lias 
been  too  much  multiplied  is  now  generally 
admitted ; but  insomuch  as  it  exists  under  the 
guarantee  of  legislative  acts,  and  as  much  of 
the  property  of  the  state,  as  well  as  of  indi- 
viduals, is  involved,  it  is  incumbent  to  pro- 
sions  for  our  troops  hastily  collected  for  thejtect  the  banks,  as  far  as  justice  and  the  con- 
defence  of  Philadelphia  and  the  shores  of  the  stitution  will  permit.  By  the  purchase  of 
Delaware,  will  meet  the  approbation  of  an  [ British  government  bills  and  British  goods 
enlightened  legislature. — As  many,  if  not  all  j smuggled  into  our  country,  and  through  other 
of  the  men  furnished  with  blankets  and  cloth- j means  adopted  by  enemy  partisans,  such  im 
ing  are  poor,  and  have  families  to  maintain  mense  sums  of  gold  and  silver  have  been 
by  their  daily  labor,  it  would  be  an  act  of  j drawn  from  the  banks  of  the  middle  and 
kindness,  if  not  of  justice,  to  relieve  them  j southern  states  to  the  eastward,  and  thence 
from  the  condition  on  which  those  articles  j into  the  coffers  of  the  enemy,  as  has  made  it 
were  furnished — the  sum  expended  amounts  (necessary  for  most  of  our  banks  to  stop  specie 
not  to  more  than  1 1 ,621  dollars  63  cents.  [payments.  This  precautionary  measure,  I 
Under  a law  passed  the  25th  Eebruary  last,  have  learned,  has  produced  a threat  of  a suit 
a loan  was  obtained  from  the  Philadelphia  at  law  being  commenced  against  one  of  the 
Sank  of  $100,000,  before  the  rising  of  the  [banks.  Should  this  be  realized,  and  judg- 
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jnent  and  execution  follow,  the  presumption 
is  that  a similar  fate  would  await  the  other 
banks.  Thus  the  whole  system  would  become 
shaken,  and  the  state  and  individuals  be  se 
riously  embarrassed.  Fully  a^vare  of  the 
delicacy  of  this  subject,  yet  satisfied  that  it 
demands  legislative  interference,  1 submit  it 
to  your  judgments  to  make  such  provision  as 
the  interest  of  the  commonwealth  and  the 
welfare  of  the  community  require. 

Although  numerous  and  interesting  sub- 
jects, arising  out  of  the  peculiar  situation  of 
our  country,  will  occupy  much  of  your  atten- 
tion, it  is  hoped  the  importance  of  education 
and  diffusion. of  knowledge,  the  encourage- 
ment and  fostering  of  manufactures,  as  the 
principal  mean  to  perpetuate  the  real  and 
practical  independence  qf  opr  country  will 
have  a share  of  your  deliberations,  as  will 
also  the  report  of  the  attorney  general  on  the 
subject  of  criqiiiml  jurisprudence— the  sup- 
pression of  that  baleful  and  immoralizing 
practice,  Horse-racing,  and  its  concomitant 
vices,  gambling — the  regulation  and  equali- 
zation of  tavern  licenses — certain  suggestions 
relative, as  well  to  the  sale  of  unseated  lands, 
for  taxes,  as  to  the  arbitration  system— to  the 
frequent  sitting  aside  verdicts  of  juries — to 
larcenies  committed  without  the  state — to  the 
inefficiency  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus — to 
the  frequent  petitions  for  pardon,  urging  the 
want  of  employment  for  convicts  a s the  ground 
for  the  application— to  the  want  of  a court  of 
revision  in  capital  cases — are  subjects,  some 
of  them,  if  not  all,  of  much  interest,  which 
in  a communication  dated  the  10th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1»:3,  I had  submitted  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  last  legislature,  but  from  the  great 
press  of  more  important  business,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, were  passed  over,  I beg  leave  to  sub- 
bait  them  again,  and  for  motive  and  object  to 
refer  the  legislature  to  that  communication. 

At  a period  so  eventful  as  the  present  it 
cannot  be  too  often  inculcated  that  the  integri- 
ty, freedom  and  happiness  of  our  country 
eminently  depends  on  the  energy  and  wisdom 
of  those  who  administer  the  national  govern- 
ment, and  tire  confidence  which  the  people 
shall  manifest  in  them,  as  well  as  in  the  sup- 
port which  that  government  receives  from  the 
states  composing  the  union;  in  proportion  as 
these  truths  are  felt  and  acknowledged  will 
be  the  regret  you  will  feel,  as  citizens  and  le- 
gislators, at  the  undisguised  hostility  w hich  is 
manifested  in  the  eastern  section  of  the  union, 
against  the  measures  adopted  or  proposed  for 
the  preservation  of  our  rights,  national  and 
individual.  Rights  which  the  God  of  nature 
has  bountifplly  bestowed  upon  us,  and  the 
enjoyment  of  which  is  inseparable  from  our 
existence  as  an  independent  nation.  This  con- 
duct is  the  more  justly  offensive,  inasmuch 
]ls  the  ground  taken  for  hostility  is  produced 
these  opponents  who  withhold  as  much  as 


in  them  lies,  men,  money,  credit,  confidence 
and  affection,  in  a word,  all  means  vigorously 
to  conduct  the  war  and  honorably  attain  peace. 
I'hese  men  no  longer  in  private  whisper  their 
schemes,  but  in  public  legislative  debate  and 
acts  avow  their  intention  to  sever  the  union. 
These  are  events  deeply  to  be  deplored  by 
every  friend  of  freedom  and  humanity,  as 
preludes  to  a civil  war,  the  most  unprofitable, 
disastrous,  and  sanguinary  of  all  conflicts; 
however  we  may  regret  or  disapprove  of  such 
unnatural  and  unjustifiable  dispositions  and 
deportment,  we  are  not  now  called  upon  to 
legislate  or  act  upon  them,  if  we  were  I am 
sure  the  constituted  authorities  and  people  of 
Pennsylvania,  would  unitedly,  rally  round  the 
standard  of  the  union,  and  put  down  the  ma- 
chinations of  all  disorganizers,  and  execute 
the  law’s  upon  all  traitors  who  should  dare  to 
take  up  arms  against  our  happy  union,  and 
set  at  nought  the  constitution  which  is  hallow- 
ed by  the  name  of  the  immortal  Washington. 

The  situation  of  our  country  is  perilous,  but 
by  no  means  desperate.  Our  cause  is  just, 
our  resources  great,  our  fellow-citizens  brave, 
intelligent  and  patriotic;  it  is  only  necessary 
that  competent  authority  should  bring  them 
into  action,  and  our  country  will,  by  the  bless- 
ing of  Heaven,  ride  triumphantly  through  the 
storm.  It  will  be  my  pride  and  pleasure  to 
co-operate  with  you  in  pvery  measure  which 
shall  promise  to  promote  the  happiness  of  cur 
constituents  and  country. 

SIMON  SNYDEIl. 

Harrisburg , December,  1 Oth,  1814. 

LEGISLATURE  OF  MARYLAND. 

governor’s  message. 

Council  chamber , Dec.  10,  1814. 

Gentlemen— On  addressing  you  at  the 
opening  of  the  present  session,  it  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  aspect  of  our  public  affairs 
affords  little  cause  for  congratulation. 

The  appearance  of  the  enemy  on  pur  coast 
early  in  the  summer  as  was  predicted  by  the 
legislature  at  their  last  session,  rendered  it 
necessary  to  make  the  best  preparations  for 
defence  of  which  the  state  was  capable.  Ac- 
cordingly the  militia  of  counties  most  liable 
to  invasion  were  called  into  actual  service; 
and  as  the  situation  of  the  country  became 
more  alarming,  such  a portion  of  the  troops 
as  could  with  prudence  be  spared  from  the 
third  division  (two  thousand  of  them  having 
marched,  agreeably  to  the  president's  requi- 
sition of  April,  for  the  defence  of  Raltimoie) 
were  also  directed  to  hold  themselves  in  rea- 
diness to  repair  at  a moment’s  notice  to  the 
seer  e of  danger. 

These  armaments  together  with  the  inci- 
dental purchase  and  transportation  of  military 
stores  and  previsions,  have  necessarily  requir- 
ed very  considerable  disburse  merits : yet  if  ye 
advert  the  desultory  kind  of  warfare  wbjeR 
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the  enemy  is  pursuing,  and  consider  the  har-  (hundred  and  thirty-three  thousand  nine  hun- 
rassing  service  to  which  our  men  must  con- [dred  and  eighty-ciglit  dollars  and  fifty-four 
sequently  be  exposed,  it  is  presumed  that  the  'cents,  fronrTFTiich,  if  the  balance  of  the  ap- 
expenditures  will  not  be  found  incompatible  1 propriations for  arms,  viz:  fifty-tv\o  thousand 
with  the  most  judicious  economy.  seven  hundred  and  eighty  nine  dollars  and 

In  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the ' seventy-seven  cents  be  deducted,  there  will 
president  on  the  executive,  dated  flie  4th  of! remain  but  eighty-one  thousand  one  hundred 
July,  for  the  state  to  furnish  six  thousand 'and  ninety  eight  dollars  and  seventy-seven 
troops  for  the  general  defence,  orders  were 'cents;  a sum,  we  believe,  inadequate  io  satis- 
issued  to  the  different  brigadiers  to  organize,  ify  the  claims,  already  incurred  for  militia  ser 
and  cause  to  proceed  to  the  designated  ren  1 vices. 

dezvous,  their  respective  quotas  of  men.  | To  raise  funds  for  this  object;  arid  for  cut’ 
These  orders  were  obeyed  with  as  much  [defence  for  the  ensuing  year,  whether  by  loan 
promptitude  as  our  present  militia  system  is  at  an  additional  interest,  or  by  a sale  of  pub- 
capable  of  enforcing.  On  the  19th  of  Au-‘]ic  stock,  (for  taxation  seems  to  have  been 
gust  last,  we  received  a letter  (of  which  No.  | extended  to  its  utmost  bounds)  rests  with  the 
f is  a copy)  from  the  general  commanding  the  j wisdom  of  the  legislature. 


that  he  had 


We  beg  leave  to  observe. 


that  as  the  gcnc- 


tentli  military  district,  statin 
“been  authorised  by  the  president  to  accept  jral  government  has  given  so  many  cquivc- 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  all  the  militia  [cal  proofs  of  a defect  either  of  ability  or  in- 
then  in  service,  under  the  authority  of  the  j cliiiation  to  afferu  us  protection*  nbthing  re- 
state of  Maryland,  as  well  elsewhere  as  at; mains  but  that  we  call  forth  those  means  of 
Annapolis.”  Giving  to  this  communication  [defence  which  are  still  in  our  possession.  We 
the  construction  which  the  liberality  of  its  [would,  therefore,  suggest  the  propriety  of  ccn- 
proposition  appeared  to  justify,  and  which  1 sidering  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to 
seemed  so  congenial  with  the  spirit  of  the  [raise,  by  enlistment,  a certain  number  of 
constitution,  which  provides  for  the  general  troops  expressly  for  the  defence  of  the  state, 
defence,  the  executive  of  Maryland,  on  the ; their  service  to  continue  during  the  war,  and 
17th  of  October,  wrote  the  letter  marked  No  [they  to  receive  the  same  pay  and  to  enjoy  the 
2,  to  the  secretary  of  war,  requesting  explicit  same  privileges  as  soldiers  of  the  United 
information  as  to  the  time  when  the  accept- ! States.  It  appears  to  us  thac  eight  or  ten  re- 
price of  our  militia  took  effect ; they  also  re-  gi merits  might  be  advantageously  organized 
ferred  him  to  an  act  of  congress  passed  on  the  in  this  manner,  ana  employed  according  to  cir- 
18th  of  April  last,  which  provides,  that  the  stances,  either  in  conjunction  with  or  separate- 


expences  incurred  in  cases  of  calls  on  themili 
tia  made  by  the  authority  of  a state  or  territo- 
ry, which  may  be  approved  by  the  president, 
shall  be  adjusted  and  paid  by  the  United 
States.  Conscious  that  our  calls  upon  the 
militia  had  been  made  exclusively  for  the  pur- 
pose of  repelling  invasion,  which  might  rea- 
sonably be  considered  one  of  the  cases  con- 
templated by  the  above  recited  act,  it  could 
riot  be  presumed  that  the  president  would 
hesitate  to  sanction  them.  In  this  just  expec- 
tation we  have,  however,  been  disappointed. 


ly  from  the  militia.  This  corps  would  speedi- 
ly communicate  to  the  latter  an  emulative 
spirit  and  habits  of  subordination,  and  thus 
the  state  of  Maryland  might  soon  boast  of  an 
efficient  force,  without  having  recourse  to  an 
unconstitutional  and  slavish  conscription. 
Should  the  plan  now  proposed  not  meet  the 
approbation  of  the  legislature,  a revision  of 
our  militia  laws  will  become  indispensable. 

In  the  third  year  of  a war,  which  we  ever 
deprecated  as  unnecessary  in  its  origin,  and 
ruinous  in  its  consequences,  we  behold  our 


No  notice  having  been  taken  of  our  lirstappli- ! national  treasury  exhausted,  bur  councils  con- 


cation  to  the  secretary,  it  was  repeated  on  the 
11th  ultimo,  but  an  answer  from  him  has  not 
yet  been  received. 

Of  the  loans  authorized  by  the  resolution 
of  May,  1813,  for  four  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  of  the  last  session  for  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand ; four  hundred  and 
thirty-six  thousand  have  been  obtained.  Of 
this  sum  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  ten  dollars  and  twenty  [right  of  impressment.  Amidst  this  general 
three  cents,  have  been  expended  under  the  [suffering  we  have,  however,  the  consolation 
appropriation  of  one  hundred  and  eightvlto  perceive  a spirit  of  liberty  and  love  of 


fused  and  vacillating,  and  the  people  bowed 
down  with  difficulties;  while  the  administra- 
tion are  as  far  frpm  obtaining  the  ostensible 
object  of  contention  as  when  they  issued  the 
first  Canadian  proclamation  ; nav,' they  have 
even  abandoned  it  as  a forlorn  hope;  for  in 
the  late  instructions  to  our  envoys,  if  is  no 
longer  insisted  on,  as  a sine  quo  tum  of  a trea- 
ty, that  Great  Britain  shall  relinquish  the 


thousand  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  arms  ; 
and  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  one  dollars  and  twenty- 
thr3e  cents,  in  defrajung  the  expences  of  the 
rriilitia:  a balance  therefore  remains  of  one  tioxO  vietbrv  ha  s' Crowned  its  in  evevv  conflict. 


country,  animating  the  breasts  of  our  citizens. 
Though  we  are  baffled  in  all  our  attempts  at 
foreign  conquests,  success  attended  our  t al- 
nd  (with  one  disgraceful  e$cep, 


lant  navy, 
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undertaken  in  defence  of  our  homes.  Here' 
we  light  the  cause  of  virtue,  and  may  there- 
fore rely  on  the  protection  of  Heaven. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  re- 
spect, your  obedient  servants, 

WILLIAM  B.  MARTIN. 

President  of  the  council , 
The  hoH.  the  General  Assembly. 

('No.  I.) 

Washington , August  18,  1814. 

Sir — I have  been  authorised  by  the  presi- 
dent to  accept  on  behalf  of  the  United  States 
all  the  militia  now  in  the  service  under  the 
authority  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  as  well 
elsewhere,  as  at  Annapolis.  This  includes 
the  cavalry  here,  as  also  general  Stuart’s  com- 
mand below.  As  I have  no  doubt  that  it  will 
be  acceptable  to  you,  I have  been  making  pro- 
visional arrangements  with  colonel  Tilghman 
and  general  Smart.  You  will  please,  there- 
fore, send  your  order  to  general  Stuart  to  that 
effect,  and  direct  colonel  Hood  to  take  my 
order,  and  to  send  without  delay  a return  of 
his  strength. 

(Signed)  WM.H.  WINDER. 

His  excellency  Levin  H inder , 
eov.  of  Maryland , Annapolis. 

(Copy.)  NINIAN  PINKNEY, 
Cleric  of  the  council . 

(No.  2 ) 

Council  Chamber , Oct.  17,  1814. 
gir„ We  sometime  ago  received  a letter 
from  brig,  gen  Winder,  informing  us,  that  he 
had  ‘ been  authorised  by  the  president  to  ac- 
cept on  behalf  of  the  United  States  all  the 
militia  then  in  service  under  the  authority  of 
the  state  of  Maryland;  including  cavalry  as 
well  as  infantry,”  but  as  we  do  not  know  the 
exact  period  whence  to  date  this  acceptance, 
we  must  request  the  favor  of  you  to  give  us 
the  necessary  information,  that  we  may  give 
directions  to  have  the  pay  rolls  and  militia 
accounts  arranged  in  conformity  thereto,  pre- 
paratory to  their  being  presented  for  a final 
adjustment. 

As  connected  with  this  subject,  we  beg 
leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  10th  secti- 
on of  an  act  of  congress,  passed  on  th  e i 8th  of 
April  last,  entitled  “an  act  in  addition  to  the 
act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  union,  &c.”  by  this 
clause  it  is  provided  “that  the  expenses  incur- 
red, or  to  be  incurred,  by  marching  the  mili- 
tia of  any  state  or  territory  of  the  United 
Stages  t,o*their  places  of  rendezvous,  in  pur- 
suance of  a requisition  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  or  which  shall  have  been  or 
may  be  incurred  in  cases  of  calls  made  by  the 
authority  of  any  state  or  territory  which  shall 
have  been  or  may  be  approved  by  him,  shall 
be  adjusted  and  paid  in  like  manner  as  the 
exnences  incurred  after  their  arrival  at  such 
place  of  rendezvous  on  the  requisition  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  &.e/ 


It  appears  evidently  to  us  that  this  law 
intended  to  embrace  all  expences  of  the  militia 
necessarily  incurred  in  the  defence  of  any 
state  or  part  thereof;  we  therefore  deem  it  ex- 
pedient to  inform  you,  that  a considerable 
portion  of  the  militia  of  Maryland  were  called 
into  service  for  the  express  purpose  of  aiding 
commodore  Barney’s  flotilla  in  the  Patuxent; 
an  entire  brigade  was  also  engaged  in  defend- 


ing the  shores  of  St.  Mary's  and  Charles  coun- 
ties, when  the  enemy  entered  the  Potomac;  a 
number  of  troops  were  employed  also  in  re- 
pelling marauding  parties  from  some  of  the 
counties  on  the  eastern  shore,  and  others  wer  e 
ordered  out  for  the  defence  of  Baltimore,  pri- 
or to  the  president’s  first  requisition.  As  all 
these  calls  were  made  for  the  safety  of  the 
slate,  and  such  only  as  her  exposed  situation 
imperiously  demanded,  we  trust  that  the  pre- 
sident will  have  no  hesitation  to  sanction  them, 
and  order  an  adjustment  in  the  mode  contem- 
plated by  the  act  of  congress.  We  respect- 
fully solicit  your  early  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  are,  sir,  with  due  consideration, 
Your  obedient  servants, 

LEVIN  WINDER. 
The  hon.  the  secretary  of  war. 

True  copy  from  the  letter-book  of  the  coun- 
cil of  the  state  of  Maryland, 

NINIAN  PINKNEY, 
Cleric  of  the  council. 


LEGISLATURE  OF  VIRGINIA. 

Council  Chamber,  Oct.  10,  1814. 
Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate  and  house  of  de- 


Weighty  considerations*  arising  from  the 
peculiar  state  of  our  affairs,  induced  the  exe- 
cutive to  convoke  the  legislature. 

The  war  continues  to  rage  wTith  unabated 
malignity  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  who,  pro- 
fiting by  the  course  of  events  in  Europe,  has 
greatly  enlarged  the  scale,  while  he  has  ma- 
terially changed  the  theatre  of  his  operations. 
The  war  is  no  longer  waged  at  a distance — it 
has  been  brought  into  the  bosom  of  our  coun- 
try, conducted  in  a spirit  of  Vandalism,  and 
with  a view  to  ulterior  purposes,  which  can- 
not fail  to  arouse  whatever  of  patriotism,  of 
courage,  of  pride,  and  of  indignation,  exists 
among  men  who  duly  appreciate  their  liberty 
and  honor,  and  who  are  resolved  to  defend 
them.  To  repel  these  audacious  pretensions, 
it  is  necessary  to  call  forth  the  energies  of  the 
nation.  The  representatives  of  the  people, 
the  depository  of  the  public  will,  can  alone  ef- 
fect this  desirable  object;  and  hence  you  have 
been  thus  early  convened  in  general  assembly. 

It  is  not  to  be  disguised  that  the  present  is 
a day  of  trial  to  our  country — a consequence 
of  the  extraordinary  revolution  which  has  oc- 
curred in  Europe,  and  which  will  form  an 
epoch  in  its  history.  ’For  the  war,  which  had 
so  long  desolated  that  portion  of  the  earth. 
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terminated  against  all  human  calculation  in 
the  downfal  of  France.  The  overwhelming 
confederacy  which  had  been  leagued  against 
her,  entered  her  capital  in  triumph,  and  irom 
thence  dictated  the  terms  of  her  submission. 
She  was  compelled  to  relinquish  those  con- 
quests which  had  extended  her  empire  to  dis- 
tant lands,  and,  retiring  within  her  ancient 
limits,  exhausted  and  spiritless,  she  reposes 
again  under  the  sceptre  of  a Bourbon. 

In  this  wonderful  revolution  some  among 
us  believed  they  saw  the  sure  pledges  of  uni- 
versal peace.  The  pretexts  to  which  Great 
Britain  resorted  as  a justification  of  her  con- 
tinued outrage  and  injury  to  us  no  longer  ex- 
isted.— The  spectre  of  universal  conquest 
which  had  so  long  haunted  her  own  imagina 
tion,  and  the  fear  of  which  she  had  but  too 
successfully  imparted  to  others,  was  suddenly 
laid  by  the  humiliating  deposition  and  exile 
of  the  extraordinary  character  who  had  so 
long  filled  the  world  with  the  renown  of  his 
exploits,  while  he  disturbed  its  repose  by  the 
restlessness  of  his  ambition. 

Had  the  counsels  of  Great  Britain  been  di- 
rected by  moderation,  a sence  of  justice,  or 
a regard  of  the  happiness  of  mankind,  the 


names  of  heroes  by  whose  valorous  spirit 
these  splendid  achievments  have  been  effect- 
ed, are  by  the  common  consent  of  mankind, 
consecrated  to  imperishable  fame.  Upon  these 
propitious  events,  I beg  leave  to  congratulate 
you. 

In  the  interesting  period  which  I have  been 
describing,  Virginia  has  been  called  to  apt  an 
important  part.  The  enemy  has  continually 
carried  on  a war  against  our  Atlantic  frontier, 
marked  with  circumstances  of  atrocity,  which, 
while  ruinous  to  individuals,  lias  been  infa- 
mous to  himself.  Wheresoever  he  lias  landed, 
his  footsteps  are  to  be  traced  by  scenes  of  ra- 
pine and  conflagration.  His  invasions  were 
sudden  and  by  surprise,  while  his  retreats 
were  precipitate  and  cowardly.  He  was  eve- 
ry where  met  by  the  local  militia. 

So  soon  as  the  great  events  before  alluded 
to  bad  occurred  in  Europe,  the  executive  of 
this  commonwealth,  expecting  nothing  from 
the  forbearance  of  England,  was  apprehensive 
that  Virginia,  for  various  reasons,  would  be- 
come the  theatre  of  her  hostile  operations. 
Studiously  avoiding,  however,  on  the  one 
hand  either  the  unnecessary  harrassment  of 
our  militia  or  the  premature  expenditure  of 


world,  once  more,  would  have  been  at  peace.  I the  small  fund  appropriated  to  military  pur- 
The  result,  however,  shews  that  these  arejposes,  we  avoided  for  some  time  actually  cm- 
considevations,  which  have  no  influence  with  I ploying  a force  for  the  defence  of  the  interior; 
her.  For  at  a moment  so  favorable  to  her  j but  on  the  other  hand,  feeling  the  necessity 
interest,  when  the  course  of  events  had  left!  of  being  prepared  as  well  as  our  limited  means 


her  nothing  to  ask  for,  and  when  in  some  de- 
gree she  was  lulling  our  vigilance  to  sleep  by 
holding  out  prospects  of  peace,  as  likely  to  re- 
suit.  from  a negociation  solicited  by  herself,  and 
met  by  us  in  the  sincerest  spirit  of  conciliation, 
she  determined  to  execute  against  us  a fell 
and  malignant  purpose.  Suddenly  relieved 
from  fear  by  the  downfall  of  her  once  formi- 
dable rival,  and  availing  herself  of  the  great 
means  of  annoyance  prepared  for  European 
operations,  she  dispatched  formidable  arma- 
ments to  the  United  States,  to  lay  waste  and 
desolate  every  assailable  point,  if  not  annihi- 
late our  very  existence  as  a nation.  It  is  a 
source  of  joy  and  pride,  mingled  with  devout 
gratitude  to  the  Great  Disposer  of  events,  that 
these  hostile  designs  have  been  uniformly  re- 
sisted with  lirmness  and  success,  with  the  ex 


would  permit,  we  directed  twenty-four  regi- 
ments of  the  neighbouring  militia  to  be  held 
in  readiness,  completely  armed  and  equipped 
to  take  the  field  at  a moment's  warning.  At 
length  appearances  became  so  menacing,  that 
it  was  deemed  advisable  to  aid  the  local  mi- 
litia by  a respectable  detachment  from  a dis- 
tance, a measure  which  received  the  sanction 
of  the  general  government.  Upon  the  enter 
ing  of  our  waters  of  the  last  formidable  ar- 
mament of  the  enemy,  the  number  of  the 
troops  assembled  in  the  neighborhood  was 
doubled,  and  alter  the  successful  attack  on 
Washington,  with  the  destruction  of  property 
which  attended  it.  large  masses  of  militia  were 
directed  to  take  the  field  To  this  course  we 
were  invited  by  a determination  to  cause  our 
measures  to  be  eoual  to  a successful  defence. 


ception  of  an  intrusion  by  surprise  into  the  j and  to  supply  the  defect  of  discipline  by  supe 

-capital  of  the  union,  and  the  humiliating  ca-  --  T- — 1 -JIJ**"*  * 1 ' ’ 

pitulation  of  a neighboring  town.  We  have 
seen  inferior  numbers,  directed  by  experienced 
generals,  achieving  prodigies  of  valor.  W e 
have  seen  raw  and  undisciplined  militia  driv- 
ing the  conquerors  of  Portugal,  of  Spain,  and 


■riority  of  numbers. — In  addition  to  which,  I 
appealed  to  the  patriotism  of  my  fellow  citi- 
zens, and  called  upon  them  to  rally  around 
the  unfurled  banners  of  their  country.  This 
appeal  was  not  made  in  vain.  For  the  mo- 
ment, party  distinctions  were  forgotten — every 


of  France,  and  whilst  binding  around  their  description  of  citizens,  the  high  and  the  low 
own  brows  unfading  laurels,  throwing  an  from  the  east  and  the  west,  and  from  the 
everlasting  shade  on  the  military  character  of  north  and  the  south,  animated  by  one  senli- 
the  enemy.  Champlain,  Plattsburg,  Niagara  ment  came  rushing  on;  they  surrounded  their 
and  Erie,  have  been  the  theatres  of  our  glory,  eapitol.  the  monument  of  their  independence, 
and  will  be  cherished  by  every  genuine  A me-  and  swore  they  would  defend  it.  or  die — a 
rican  with  the  fondest  recollections;  while  the*  spectacle  was  exhibited  most  grateful  to  the 
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friends  of  republican  government.  It  pre- 
sented the  proudest  day  which  Virginia  has 
seen  since  the  foundation  of  the  common- 
wealth. A few  days  only  elapsed  before  it 
became  necessary  to  arrest  by  another  pro- 
clamation the  influx  of  our  martial  citizens — 
and,  indeed,  upon  ascertaining  the  numbers 
already  arrived,  multitudes  were  disbanded. 
Nor  were  the  exertions  of  our  fellow  citizens 
confined  within  the  limits  of  Virginia.  W asli- 
ington  and  Baltimore  also  witnessed  their  pa- 
triotism and  ardor ; and  in  the  defence  of  the 
latter,  they  acquitted  themselves  so  honorably 
as  to  attract  the  attention  and  receive  the  ap- 
probation of  their  commanding  general. 

As  the  assemblage  of  so  large  a force  for 
the  defence  of  the  state  had  not  been  antici- 
pated, many  of  these  brave  men  for  weeks 
together  were  deprived  of  every  accommoda- 
tion. With  no  other  shelter  than  the  canopy 
of  heaven,  they  stretched  themselves  on  the 
naked  earth,  encountering  every  privation 
without  a murmur.  And  were  the  records 
of  time  to  be  explored,  I know  not  the  nation 
of  any  age  which  would  bear  the  palm  from 
Virginia,  for  devotion  to  the  laws,  subordina 
tion  to  discipline,  acquiescence  under  priva- 
tions, and  distinguished  proofs  of  zeal  and 
patriotism,  and  courage. 

Whilst  candor  requires  we  should  admit, 
that  the  conflict  in  which  we  aie  engaged  is 
o f the  last  importance  to  the  interest  and  hap- 
piness of  our  country,  and  calls  for  great  sa- 
crifices, both  of  personal  services  and  money, 
yet  we  may  look  with  confidence  to  the  issue, 
when  we  reflect  on  the  character  of  the  Ame- 
rican people,  who  hold  all  things  worthless* 
when  compared  with  their  honor*  their  rights* 
and  their  independence— that,  however  hu- 
miliating to  us  the  conflict  may  be  in  oppos- 
ing high  minded  and  honorable  freemen,  to 
the  outcasts  of  every  nation  which  compose 
the  legions  of  the  enemy,  yet  we  are  in  some 
degree  consoled  by  the  reflection,  that  in  this 
very  circumstance  we  seethe  most  satisfactory 
assurances  of  success.  That  if  to  this  be  add- 
ed union  of  council  and  of  effort  (which  hap- 
pily begins  to  prevail)  through  this  widely 
extended  country,  we  may  hope,  without  the 
charge  of  presumption,  that  we  have,  under 
Providence,  the  direction  of  our  own  destinies. 

Although  the  state  of  things  which  brought 
together  the  force  assembled  at  this  place  has 
somewhat  changed,  by  a portion  of  the  ene- 
my’s fleet  having  left  our  waters,  yet  the 
greater  part  of  the  militia  are  still  in  service. 
This  course  has  been  dictated  by  various  con- 
siderations— viz.  the  enemy  may  be  practis- 
ing a finesse;  satisfactory  intelligence  having 
been  received  that  large  reinforcements  are 
daily  expected  on  our  coast;  a belief  that 
whether  he  returns  or  not,  it  is  important 
to  avail  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  which 
. the  occasion  presents  of  imparting  some  por- 


tion of  discipline  to  the  troops,  who,  upoif 
their  return  to  their  respective  counties  would 
communicate  it  to  others,  and  because,  as  the 
legislature  was  about  to  convene*  an  oppor- 
tunity would  be  presented  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  to  adopt  such  a course  as 
the  exigency  of  the  crisis  might  call  for. 

Whilst  I am  disposed  to  believe  that  the 
general  government  feels  the  strongest  dis- 
position to  acquit  itself  of  every  obligation  it 
owes  to  Virginia,  yet  this  is  not  the  time  to  be 
guided  by  a circulating  policy,  which  is  con- 
tented with  drawing  an  abstract  line,  marking 
with  scrupulous  nicety  the  limits  where  the 
duty  of  the  one  government  terminates,  and 
the  other  begins.  On  the  contrary,  it  belongs 
as  well  to  the  extraordinary  times  in  which 
we  are  called  to  act,  as  to  the  generosity  of 
our  character,  to  look  in  part  to  our  own  re- 
sources. T*o  what  extent  they  shall  be  em- 
ployed, is  a subject  properly  confided  to  you. 
Under  such  auspices,  no  doubt  can  be  enter- 
tained but  the  result  of  your  deliberations  will 
be  stamped  with  energy.  With  such  senti- 
ments towards  the  legislature,  I may  be  per- 
mitted to  suggest  without  the  imputation  of 
an  arrogant  intrusion  of  my  opinion,  that  the 
system  to  be  adopted  should  correspond  with 
the  extent  of  our  means,  the  power  of  the 
enemy  with  Whom  we  have  to  contend,  and 
a conviction  that  nothing  is  to  be  expected  but 
a protracted  duration  of  the  war;  for  the  pur- 
suit of  the  ignus  fatuus  of  a speedy  return  of 
peace,  if  further  indulged,  will  lead  to  our 
undoing.  Independently  of  the  rumors  that 
our  commissioners  are  returning  without  hav« 
ing  effected  their  object,  and  that  large  rein- 
forcements are  daily  looked  for  in  our  waters; 
a reference  to  the  continued  series  of  aggres- 
sions practised  on  us  by  Great  Britain,  which 
produced  the  war,  the  barbarous  spirit  which 
has  marked  its  progress*  the  very  great  force 
she  has  now  at  her  disposal,  the  known  in- 
veterate hostility  she  entertains  towards  us 
and  our  republican  institutions — and,  above 
all,  the  character  of  her  go  vernment,  watching 
with  the  sleepless  eye  of  disquieting  jealousy, 
the  growing  prosperity  of  every  commercial 
country — all  irreristably  lead  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that  no  rational  ground  remains  on 
which  to  rest  the  expectation  of  pCace. 

Under  these  impressions,  it  is  submitted  to 
the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  to  consider  whe- 
ther a substitution  of  a permanent  military 
force,  combined  with  fortifications  around  the 
places  meant  to  be  defended,  furnished  with 
adequate  trains  of  artillery,  would  not  be  pre- 
ferable to  calling  out  and  continuing  in  ser- 
vice large  masses  of  militia;  a system  as  bur- 
thensome  to  our  citizens,  as  expensive  to.  the 
commonwealth.  Although  it  is  readily  ad- 
mitted, that  some  difficulties  present  them- 
selves in  opposition  to  such  a course,  it  can- 
not  be  doubted  that,  by  proper  ’represents*; 
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tions  on  the  subject  to  the  general  govern-;  I would  recommend  to  the  legislature  to 
inent,  such  arrangements  might  be  made  as  new-model  the  divisions  of  the  militia,  so  as 
would  render  the  fneasure  satisfactory  to  both;  to  cause  the  number  of  major-generals  to  con- 
governments.  I form  to  the  organization  of  the  United 

Arsenals  should  also  be  erected  in  some  States;  which  prescribes  one  major  general 


particularly 

of  which,  "from  the  face  of  our  country,  is 
daily  manifesting  itself. 

I must  press  upon  the  legislature  the  neces- 
sity of  an  early  attention  to  our  fiscal  affairs. 
The  border  war  which  the  enemy  has  kept 
up  has  induced  many  commandants  of  regi- 
ments to  keep  in  service  through  the  year 
portions  (and  sometimes  the  whole)  of  their 
regiments.  The  expenses  thereby  accruing 
had  nearly  exhausted  the  fund  appropriated 
by  the  legislature  at  their  last  session  to  mili 


The  office  of  register  has  become  vacant  by 
the  death  of  the  former  incumbent,  Cl  arles 
Blagrove,  Esq.  which  we  forbore  to  supply  in 
consequence  of  your  approaching  session.  An 
early  attention  to  this  subject  would  tea  con- 
venience to  the  public.  I have  also  to  com- 
municate the  death  of  Samuel  Pleasants.  Esq. 
printer  to  the  commonwealth,  which  vacan- 
cy was  not  supplied  for  the  like  reason. 

As  a few  weeks  will  place  me  in  the  condi- 
tion of  a private  citizen,  this,  of  course,  is 


tary  purposes — when  the  last  efforts  we  wer,e j the  last  time  I shall  have  the  honor  of  thus 
compelled  to  make  far  exceeded  it.  Although  addressing  you.  I deem  an  apology  unneces- 
we  were  duly  sensible  of  the  high  responsi-  sary  for  embracing  it  to  render  to  vou  and  our 


bility  of  adopting  measures  producing  expen- 
ditures far  beyond  those  which  had  been  pro 
vided  for  by  law,  we,  nevertheless,  weighed 
the  safety  of  the  commonwealth  against  every 
other  consideration,  either  public  or  private, 
and  fearlessly  encountered  the  consequences; 
confiding  in  the  known  liberality  of  our  con- 
stituents, of  which  their  representatives  de- 
light to  give  continued  proofs.  It  is  but  an 
act  of  justice  to  the  banks,  to  make  known, 
that  they  have  advanced,  when  the  treasury 


constituents  an  unfeigned  expression  of  pro- 
found gratitude,  at  the  recollection  of  the  nu- 
merous proofs  of  kindness, indulgence  and  con- 
fidence I have  received  at  the  hands  of  my 
country,  in  the  various  situations  in  which  I 
have  been  called  to  act.  While  in  devotion  to 
the  faithful  discharge  of  my  duties  I should 
dread  a comparison  with  no  man,  I am  well 
aware  of  the  very  limited  capacity  which  I 
have  carried  into  the  service  of  my  country. 
While,  therefore,  I am  constrained  to  tax 


was  entirely  exhausted,  considerable  sums,  by  anew  that  indulgence  I have  so  often  expe- 
which,  together  with  the  forbearance  of  indi-'rienced  for  those  errors  into  which  I have 
vidual  claimants,  we  have  been  enabled  to  .been  unintentionally  betrayed,  I repose  with 
keep  up  the  present  expensive  military  estab-|full  confidence  in  the  belief  that  all  will  do 
lishment.  To  provide  for  these  claims,  as! justice  to  my  motives,  and  award  to  me  the 
well  as  the  pay  of  our  fellow  citizens  in  arms,  jmeed  that  the  whole  scope  of  my  conduc  t,  as 
needs  only  to  be  mentioned  to  receive  the  far  as  intention  was  concerned,  has  been  ir^vn- 
prompt  attention  of  the  general  assembly,  riably  directed  to  the  best  interests  of  my 
The  President  of  the  United  States  having  country.  I shall  carry  with  me  into  retire- 
strongly  recommended  to  the  attention  of  ment  an  indelible  impression  of  the  favors  I 


congress  a general  revisal  of  our  militia  laws, 

I forbear  to  call  your  attention  to  that  subject, 
till  the  pleasure  of  congress  is  made  known, 
which  I hope  will  occur  during  the  present 
session.  I cannot,  however,  forbear  to  sug- 
gest, that  the  last  law  relating  to  the  collec- 
tion of  fines  still  admits  of  doubts,  by  which 
difficulties  have  interposed  most  injurious  to 
the  service,  particularly  as  to  the  question, 
what  officer  is  to  collect  those  fines,  or  to  en- 
force the  judgment  by  imprisonment  in  the 
event  of  insolvency.  From  the  experience  of 
several  years,  I am  induced  to  suggest  also 
the  necessity  of  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  the 
militia  law  as  prevents  the  executive  from 
granting  commissions  tq  volunteer  corps.  Nu- 
merous are  the  instances  of  tenders  of  service 
from  such  associations,  the  acceptance  of 
which  has  been  prevented  from  our  incapa- 
city to  commission  those  under  whom  they 
are  willing  serve, 


have  experienced  ; and  unceasingly  pray  that 
a good  Providence  may  perpetually  have  in 
his  holy  keeping,  those  to  whom  the  destinies 
of  my  country  may  be  confided,  and  that  the 
legislature  of  Virginia  may  continue  to  be  the 
sleepless  guardians  of  the  liberty  and  honor  of 
their  country.  JAS.  BARBOUR. 


LEGISLATURE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

House  of  Commons , November  21,  1814. 

Mr.  Porter,  of  Rutherford,  introduced  the. 
following  resolution  by  some  observations.-- 
He  said  that  at  the  present  moment  he  hoped 
there  would  be  but  one  voice  in  the  nation. 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  opinions  as  to 
the  commencement  of  the  war — whether  it 
was  wise  or  foolish  good  or  bad  policy — all 
would  agree  in  the  necessity  of  prosecuting  it 
with  vigor  and  determination.  It  was  proper 
that  we  should  s.hew  to  the  enemy,  that  how 
ever  we  may  differ  on  small  matters,  there  i» 
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no  difference  of  sentiment  as  to  this  point. 
The  general  government  also,  should  know 
that  we  are  ready  to  support  their  measures. 
“United  we  stand,  divided  we  fall.”  It  ap- 
peared that  a majority  could  declare  war , but 
that  a majority  could  not  make  peace.  He 
therefore,  wished  to  shew  the  enemy  that  we 
were  not  tired  of  the  war,  but  felt  willing  to 
continue  it  forever  rather  than  give  up.  The 
resolution  was  as  follow  : 

Resolved , That  the  most  efficient  measures 
be  adopted  by  this  general  sssembly  to  aid 
the  general  government  in  a vigorous  prose- 
cution of  the  war  against  Great  Britain  and 
her  allies. 

This  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 


GOVERNOR’S  MESSAGE. 

To  the  honorable  the  general  assembly  of  the 
state  of  North  Carolina. 

Gentlemen — At  no  former  period  have  the 
representatives  of  the  free  people  of  this  state 
convened  when  the  situation  of  the  country 
more  imperiously  demanded  the  adoption  of 
bold  and  energetic  measures  for  the  preser- 
vation and  promotion  of  its  character  and 
general  welfare.  While,  therefore,  gentle- 
men, the  opening  of  your  present  session  can- 
not fail  to  excite  a degree  of  interest  and  soli- 
citude not  heretofore  experienced,  an  assurance 
'Is  to  be  found  in  your  wisdom  and  patriotism, 
that  the  result  of  your  deliberations  will  be 
the  adoption  of  a system  of  measures,  corres- 
ponding with  the  feelings  and  high  expecta- 
tions of  our  fellow  citizens,  and  commensu- 
rate with  the  pressure  and  urgency  of  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  we  are  placed. 

The  communications  from  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries of  the  United  States  charged  with  ne- 
gociating  peace  with  Great  Britain,  afford  evi- 
dence not  to  be  controverted  that  it  is  neither 
the  wish  nor  the  intention  of  the  British  go- 
vernment to  conclude  a peace  upon  terms  ho- 
norable to  both  nations.  The  professions  and 
acts  of  that  government  are  so  completely  at 
variance  with  each  other,  that  in  reviewing 
them,  we  are  insensibly  led  to  doubt  the  cor 
rectness  of  our  own  perception  and  the  exis- 
tence of  facts  demonstrated  before  our  eyes  — 
When  we  view  the  declaratipn  of  the  prince 
regent  in  his  speech  to  parliament  relative  to 
the  war  with  the  United  States,  that  he  is 
“ sincerely  desirous  of  the  restoration  of  peace 
between  the  two  nations  upon  conditions  hono- 
rable to  both,”  we  think  we  have  grounds  to 
suppose  that  the  same  spirit  of  justice  and  con- 
ciliation, and  the  same  desire  to  terminate  the 
war,  existed  in  the  British  cabinet  that  pre- 
vailed in  our  government,  and  that  peace 
would  be  theresult  of  the  pending  negociation. 
But  when  we  turn  from  this  delusion,  when 
we  reverse  the  picture  and  view  realities , we 
find  the  perfidy  of  the  prince  pourtrayed  in 
the  most  glaring  colors,  and  the  prospect  of' 


peace  placed  at  a distance  from  us.  The  world 
is  told  by  the  British  ruler  that  he  is  sincerely 
desirous  of  terminating  the  war  upon  terms 
honorable  toboth  parties: — His  commissioners 
disclaim  all  pretensions  to  an  acquisition  of 
territory;  and  as  a proof  of  the  sincerity  o£ 
their  professions,  and  as  an  illustration  of  the 
truth  of  the  declarations  of  their  prince  they 
demand  as  the  conditions  of  peace,  that  we 
surrender  one  of  our  territories,  a large  por- 
tion of  two  of  our  states,  and  an  immense 
tract  of  country  between  lake  Superior  and 
the  Mississippi  river;  that  we  define  the  boun- 
dary of  the  indian  possessions  within  our  ter  - 
ritories, guarantee  to  the  indians  the  right  of 
sovereignty  of  those  possessions,  and  stipulate 
not  to  acquire  by  purchase  or  otherwise  any 
territory  within  the  specified  limits;  that  we 
stipulate  that  Great  Britain  shall  possess,  and 
have  the  military  occupation  of  both  shores  of 
the  lakes,  and  that  we  relinquish  our  right  to 
maintain  and  construct  fortifications  on  them, 
or  within  a limited  distance  of  their  shores,  or 
to  maintain  or  to  construct  any  vessel  of  war 
upon  the  same,  or  in  the  rivers  which  empty 
into  them.  Demands  inadmissable  under  any 
circumstances.  In  the  prosecution  of  the  war 
the  enemy  have  evinced  a total  disregard  of 
the  law  of  nations.  They  have  not  only  per- 
petrated on  our  borders  a series  of  acts  whose 
parallels,  in  point  of  atrocity,  are  not  to  be 
found  in  the  annals  of  civilized  warfare,  but 
in  a hasty  invasion  of  our  capital  they  have 
burnt  and  destroyed  our  public  buildings,  edi- 
fices of  taste  and  elegance  and  not  contribut- 
ing to  our  power  in  warlike  operations.  And 
to  complete  the  catalogue  we  are  officially  no- 
tified by  their  commanding  admiral  that  or- 
ders have  been  given  for  the  destruction  of 
every  town  and  district  of  the  seacoast  that 
can  be  assailed.  When  we  view  the  effect 
which  those  outrages  and  the  arrogant  and 
insulting  demands  of  the  British  government, 
as  the  conditions  of  peace,  has  produced  upon 
the  great  contending  parties  in  our  country, 
we  find  real  cause  of  exultation.  The  eyes 
of  all  are  opened.  The  character  and  designs 
of  the  enemy  stand  exposed.  Party  preju- 
dices and  distinctions  are  done  away.  The 
love  of  country  preponderates.  The  deter-, 
mined  spirit  which  animated  and  nerved  the 
arms  of  pur  revolutionary  fathers  in  achiev- 
ing the  independence  which  we  now  enjoy, 
pervades  this  extensive  continent.  The  reso- 
lution is  now  formed  to  bring  into  action  the 
united  energies  of  the  nation,  to  chastise  our 
perfidious  and  insolent  foe,  and  to  compel 
him  to  abandon  his  iniquitous  pretensions, 
and  give  us  peace  ujpon  honorable  terms.  In 
this  happy  union  our  destinies  are  portrayed. 
The  preservation  of  our  invaluable  institu- 
tions is  now  guaranteed.  Peace  will  be  con- 
quered, and  a splendor  given  to  our  character 
which  wdll  secure  to  us  that  respect  which  $ 
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powerful,  just,  and  enlightened  people  ought, and  equipt  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  and 

] organized  in  the  same  manner  as  the  army  of 


at  all  times  to  command. 


When  we  take  a retrospective  view  of  theithe  United  States,  to  serve  two  years,  end 


Situation  of  our  country,  since  the  commence 
ment  of  the  war,  of  the  disadvantages  under 
which  it  has  been  carried  on,  our  surprise  is 


held  in  requisition  during  the  War,  unless 
sooner  discharged  by  having  actually  served 
the  term  specified.  That  all  the  officers  of 


not  a little  excited;  that  under  every  paraliz-i corps  wear  the  uniform  of  the  United  States 
ing  circumstance  an  army  should  finally  arise  'army,  and  to  be  encamped  and  disciplined  at 
t . ..  |j|*j  u |n  the  spring 


competent,  as  our  recent  splendid  victories’  or  near  the  seat  of  government  in 
have  shown,  to  cope  with  equal,  and  in  some  for  fifteen  successive  days,  and  i] 


in  the  fall  a 


instances 
plined  troops 


superior  numbers  of  the  best  disci- i like  number,  at  the  expense  of  the  state.  Thai, 
ms  belon&ihg  to  the  British  nation. iafter  the  officers  have  been  thus  disciplined. 


pli 


The  achievments  of  cur  naval  heroes  surpass,1  they  return  to  their  respective  limits,  and  that 
in  brilliancy  those  of  any  other  nation  reeord-jthe  whole  of  the  several  regiments  be  called 
ed  in  the  annals  of  history.  They  have  in  ! out  by  the  commandants  thereof,  to  meet 
dieted  wounds  upon  British  pride  deeper  and  at  their  respective  places  of  regimental  mu- 
more  mortifying  than  any  other  causes  could  ters,  there  to  be  drilled  for  six  successive 
have  produced.  They  have  stabbed  it  in  its | days,  and  that  depots'!)?,  established  at  each 
vita!  part.  If  while  thfe  energies  of  the  nation  of  those  places  of  regimental  musters  for  the 
were  par  allied,  an  army  and  a navy  so  re- 'arms,  See.  designed  for  the  regiment,  which 
Speetable,  and  so  brilliant,  capable  of  achiev-j  should  be  kept  in  order  at  the  expense  of  the 
merits  which  reflect  lustre  upon  our  national  state,  and  which  should  be  placed  in  the  tends 
character,  could  be  raised.,  now  when  the  'of  the  mfen  only  on  days  of  training,  or  when 
Shackles  are  thrown  off,  when  the  attention  they  are  called  into  ...  -trial  service.  And  in 
bf  all  is  directed  to  the  promotion  of  every  .trie  third  place,  that  funds  be  created  and  ap- 
ineasure  calculated  to  bring  irtto- action  thcjpropriated  to  carry  into  effect  the  above  plan, 
strength  and  resources  of  the  nation,  wc  have!  and  commensurate  with  the  probable  expenses 
grounds  for  the  agreeable  anticipation,  that  an: that  would  be  incurred  by  the  militia  when 
Efficient  army,  an  increased  navy  and  ample!  called  out  in  the  defence ‘of  the  state,  which 
means  to  prosecute  the  war,  will  be  the  cer-jno  doubt  will  ultimately  be  reimbursed  bv 
tain  result.  [the  general  government.  If  the  above  system 

Notwithstanding  it  is  the  duty  Cf  the  gene- [was  adopted,  those  two  descriptions  of  force 
ral  government  to  provide  for  the  general  j would  not  only  be  rendered  far  more  efficient 
welfare  and  common  defence,  yet  every  state! by  their  improvement  in. discipline  than  they 
in  the  union,  as  members  of  the  great  body,  j otherwise  would  bfe,  but,  in  the  event  of  an 
and  particularly  those  most  exposed  to  danger, ! attempt  by  an  invading  army  to  penetrate 
should  place  themselves  in  an  attitude  to  fur- 1 into  our  country,  the  first  might  with  the  ut- 
fiish,  whenever  necessity  may  require  if,  I most  promptness  be  placed  in  a state  of  pre  • 
prompt  and  efficient  aid.  In  order  that  tifi&;J paratiori,  and  marched  to  co-operate  with  the 
state  may  be  placed  in  that  situation,  I would 
recommend  in  the  first  place,  that  an  oppor- 


tunity be  afforded  the  whole  body  of  the  mi- 
litia adjacent lo  our  sea  coast  and  most  vul- 
nerable points  to  acquire  a better  knowledge 
of  discipline,  by  compelling  them  to  muster 


troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales  sta- 
tioned on  our  sea  coast.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  second  description,  as  well  as- the  requisi- 
tion of  the  general  government.,  might  h e ted 
out.  A junction  of  those  several  detachment  s 
formed,  a front  would  be  presented  not  easilv 


in  their  respective  companies  two  successive  I to  be  withstood.  As  t he  situation  of  the  coon 
days  in  every  two  weeks,  and  in  their  respec- 1 try  requires  energetic  measures  should  be 
tive  battalions  or  regiments  two  successive  ! pursued,  permit  me*  gentlemen,  to  invite  your 


days  in  every  three  weeks.  That  arms  and 
Ammunition  for  the  use  of  those  militisl  when 
called  into  service  be  deposited  at  this  several 
places  of  battalion  or  regimental  musters,  in 
depots  established  for  that  purpose,  at  each 
t>f  winch  a guard  should  be  stationed  in  con 
stant  service,  and  whose  duty  it  should  be  to 
keep  the  $uris  freed  from  rust  and  in  gcod 
Order,  and  that  on  the'  days  of  training  at 
those  places,  the  men  he  permitted  to  exercise 
with  them.  In  the  second  place,  that  an  aux- 


attention  to  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  sys- 
tem above  recommended,  oV  some  one  more 
efficient. 

We  have  Keen  for  some  time  past  progres- 
sively advancing  in  defensive  preparations;  a 
portion  cf  the  funds  appropriated  by  the  le- 
gislature at  their  last  session  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  munitions  of  war  has  been  dis- 
bursed for  those  articles,  which  have  been 
deposited  at  convenient,  and  proper  points  on 
and  near  the  seaboard,  in  the  care  of  quarter 


iliary  force,  consisting  of  five  thousand  mi  (masters  and  other  trusty  persons,  and  liable 
hute  men,  be  set  a part  from  the  main  body  {to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  militia  only 
of  the  militia  for  discipline  and  actual  service,  I in  the  event  of  an  actual  or  threatened  inva- 
( which  no  doubt  might  in  a very  short  timejsion.  The  attention  of  the  general  govern- 
be  made  up  of  volunteer  corps'1  be  Write d ment  seems  n * also  to  be  directed  to  tffo 
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protection  of  our  seaports  with  more  effect 
than  formerly. — -Lieutenant  colonel  Armis- 
tead,  an  accomplished  officer  of  the  United 
States  corps  of  engineers,  is  now  engaged 
with  a considerable  force  of  regulars  and  mi- 
litia in  ^constructing  a fortification  at  a point 
where  the  best  protection  may  be  afforded  to 
the  eastern  section  of  this  state.  It  is  true 
that  this  work  at  its  commencement  was  ap- 
portioned to  a very  limited  appropriation  to 
effect  it,  and  of  course  promised  no  sort  of 
security:  but  from  a recent  communication 
from  major  general  Pinkney,  I feel  assured 
that  it  will  be  extended  in  such  manner  as  to 
approach  much  nearer  the  object  for  which  it 
is  intended.  Works  are  alsp  progressing  at 
other  points;  we  have  more  troops  stationed 
on  our  coast,  and  have  the  promise  of  a fur- 
ther supply  of  arms.  Much,  however,  yet 
remains  to  be  done  to  render  us  efficient  on 
land,  while,  the  defence  of  our  rivers  and 
spunds  is  far  from  being  adequate,  the  pro- 
mised barges  (which  ght  long  since  have 
been  built  in  this  state)  have  not  yet  arrived, 
and  f>ur  flotilla  of  gun  boats  have  received  no 
increase. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  assembly 
the  enemy,  in  small  plundering  parties,  have 
made  a few  hasty  incursions  on  the  sea  coast, 
but  none  of  a character  to  render  it  necessary 
or  even  to  allow  time  to  call  out  the  local  mi- 
litia. One  company,  however,  was  ordered 
on  duty  for  a short  time,  to  relieve  a detach- 
ment of  militia  drafts  which  had  garrisoned 
Fort  Hampton,  and  whose  term  of  service 
was  about  to  expire.  This  company  was  sub- 
sequently recognized  as  being  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  by  colonel  Long,  of  the 
United  States’  army,  commanding  in  this 
state,  who  received  their  returns,  and  inform- 
ed me  they  would  be  paid.  Several  detach 
ments  of  the  requisition  of  the  general  gov- 
ernment'have,  however,  been  called  into  ser- 
vice. In  the  early  part  of  the  year  a regiment 
under  the  command  of  colonel  Jesse  A.  Pear- 
son, marched  to  the  Creek  nation  to  aid  in 
suppressing  the  hostile  part  of  those  Indians. 
I had  the  gratification  to  learn  from  the  com- 
manding general,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to 
communicate  it  to  the  legislature,  that  this 
regiment,  in  point  of  discipline*  soldier  like 
demeanor,  and  promptness  in  the  execution 
of  every. command  that  was  given  them,  could 
not  have  been  surpassed  by  any  troops  who 
had  been  no  longer  in  service.  After  their 
term  of  service  had  expired,  they  were  march- 
ed to  this  state,  received  their  pay,  and  were 
honorably  discharged.  Another  regiment  is 
now  in  service  in  this  state,  a third  at  Nor- 
folk, Virginia,  and  a fourth  is  ordered  to  ren- 
dezvous on  the  28th  inst.  to  reinforce  the  gar- 
rison of  that  place. 

In  pursuance  of  the  resoldtion  of  the  last 
assembly,  I have  transmitted  to  the  secretary 


of  war,  a roll  furnished  to  the  auditors,  ex- 
hibiting the  amount  as  passed  upon  them  ct 
pay  and  rations  of  the  local  militia,  and  other 
expenses  incurred  by  them  in  the  months  of 
July  and  August  of  the  last  year,  when  the 
state  was  invaded,  as  also  an  account  of  mo- 
nies advanced  by  this  state  to  purchase  mu- 
nitions of  war,  and  supplies  for  the  detached 
militia  called  out  on  that  occasion.  Those 
demands  have  been  accompanied  with  a re- 
quest that  the  proper  department  of  the  gene- 
ral government  be  directed  to  reimburse  to 
this  stale  the  amount  thus  ascertained  and 
allowed,  and  the  monies  thus  advanced.  I 
expect  daily  to  have  it  in  ray  power  to  lay 
before  you  the  result  of  this  application. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  the  local  militia,  as  well 
as  the  claims  of  individuals  for  supplies  fur- 
nished them,  have  been  paid  off.  1 he  de- 
tached militia  ordered  out  on  that  occasion, 
who  had  it  not  in  their  power  to  comply  with 
the  rules  of  the  war  department  before  they 
were  disbanded,  (as  the  United  States  had  not 
appointed  an  officer  in  this  state  to  inspect 
them)  have  not  as  yet  been  paid,  nor  have  the 
claims  of  individuals  who  furnished  them  sup- 
plies. We  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  general  government  will  re- 
fuse to  pay  the  expenses  incurred  by  those 
troops.  As  soon  as  all  the  returns  and  claims 
were  received,  1 instructed  the  adjutant  gene- 
ral to  transmit  a roll  of  them  to  the  secretary 
of  war,  and  to  ask  him  to  say  whether  it  was 
the  intention  of  government  to  pay  them, 
several  communications  have  passed  upon  the 
subject,  but  no  decision  has  yet  been  had.  It 
is  now,  however*  daily  looked  for  in  the  an- 
swer which  will  be  given  to  the  last  commu- 
nication made  by  the  adjutant.  It  will  be 
necessary,  in  the  event  of  those  claims  being 
finally  rejected  by  the  general  government,  to 
renew  such  part  of  the  resolutions  of  the  last 
assembly  as  provided  for  their  payment.  It 
may  be  proper  here  to  state  that  the  then  se- 
cretary of  war  refused  to  pay  the  United 
States’  contractor,  who  furnished  rations  to 
the  company  of  local  militia  ordered  to  gar- 
rison Fort  Hampton,  as  mentioned  above; 
that1  as  soon  as  I was  apprised  of  that  fact, 
and  furnished  with  the  secretary's  letter  by 
the  contractor,  I gave  a draft  upon  the  trea- 
sury for  the  amoqnf.  due,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
fund  appropriated  by  the  last  assembly  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  local  militia  who  might 
be  called  into  service  during  the  present  3 ear, 
and  that  this  sum  also  forms  an  item  in  my 
application  for, reimbursement. 

Permit  me  to  invite  your  attention  to  the 
encouragement  of  manufactures,  as  an  im- 
portant mean  of  national  independence.  While 
the  war  is  productive  of  foan}7  evils  and  in- 
conveniences, it  is  not  without  its  beneficial 
results.  The  establishment  of  manufactories 
owe  their  origin  exclusively  to  that  event. 
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Had  not  the  necessity  of  providing  for  our 
own  wants  been  created,  we  should  have  re 
mained  ignorant  of  our  ability  and  resources 
to  do  so.  The  best  interests  of  the  country 
require  that  every  attention  should  be  bestow- 
ed on  establishments  of  this  kind.  They 
should  not  be  left  entirely  to  individual  exei 
tions.  It  therefore  may  properly  be  consider 
ed  as  the  duty  of  the  legislature,  not  only  to  ^amendment  to  th 


strike  it,  and  where  a rock  has  been  set  up 
and  marked  by  the  commissioners  of  the  two 
states. 

In  the  course  of  the  present,  year  I have  re- 
ceived  communications  from  the  governors 
of  Tennessee  and  Pennsylvania,  encl(\sino-au- 
- jthenticated  copie®  of  resolutions,  adopted  bv 
~ I the  legislat  ures  of  those  states,  proposing  an 
e constitution  of  the  United 


ose 

as 


make  every  provision  which  may  seem  calco-  j States,  to  reduce  the  term  of  service  of  «en- 
lated  to  aid  the  attempts  of  individuals,  but;  tors  in  congress  from  six  to  four  years  Th™ 

to  establish  manufactories  at  the  expense  and  neso'  * ' * nos 

for  the  benefit  of  the  state,  upon  a liberal  and  jalso  two  communications  not  long  s-;„ce  re 
extended  scale,  and  to  place  them  under  the;cei¥ed  from  New-Hampshire  and  MzZcht 
direetion  of  qualified  manufacturers,  m order  setts.  declaring  their  disapprobation  of  the  pro- 
that  they  may  be  brought  m the  shortest  time ; posed  amendment  1 1 ^rc 

possible  to  the  highest  perfection,  and  thereby  | ^ , T 

placed  upon  a permanent  basis.  Then  upon  L ,on&  Slnce  I received  a communication 

- from  dohn.  Stevens,  esq.  of  New- York  en- 

dorsmga  memorial  tothe  legislature,  praying: 
an  extension  of  the  limitation  specified  in  their 
grant  to  him  of  an  exclusive  ‘ ' 


the  return  of  peace,  our  manufactories  would 
maintain  their  ground,  our  manufactures  be 
come  objects  claiming  the  protecting  provi- 
sions of  government,  and  the  enemy  would 
feel  the  full  force  of  having  driven  us  into  a 
practical  knowledge  of  our  resources  and  best 
interests.  Our  climate  and  soil  are  admirably 
adapted  to  the  production  of  all  kinds  of  raw 
materials,  the  acquisition  of  a large  portion 
of  which  does  not  require  the  interposition  of 
legislative  provisions,  but  some  of  them  do. 
The  article  of  wool  is  important,  nay,  indis- 


..  , „ ight  of  naviaa- 

tmg,  by  means  of  steam,  the  waters  of  this 
stale.  This  memorial  is  herewith  submitted. 

In  the  month  of  February  last,  the  hono* 
rable  Francis  Locke  transmitted  to  me  Ids 
resignation  of  the  office  of  one  of  the  jucVes 
of  the  supreme  court  of  law  and  equity  for 
this  state  I convened  the  council  of  state 
who  unanimously  advised  that  the  vacancy 


pensably  necessary  in  our  manufactories  of! should  be  filled  by  granting  a temporary 
clothing.  It  is  a well  known  fact,  that  the  j commission  to  general  Duncan  Cameron  of 
difficulty  of  procuring  this  valuable  article  is 
much  enhanced  by  the  destruction  among  the 


animals  which  produce  it.  I therefore  invite 
your  attention  also  to  the  propriety  of  adopt- 
ing some  efficient  measures  lor  the  protection 
t>f  sheep 

Whilst  the  last  assembly  was  in  session, 
and  in  pursuance  of  their  request,  I transmit- 
ted to  his  excellency  the  governor  of  South- 
Carolina,  an  authenticated  copy  of  an  act 
passed  by  that  honorable  body,  ratifying  the 
provisional  article  entered  into  on  the  4th 
September,  1813,  between  the  commissioners 


appointed  by  the  states  of  North  and  South  Lons 


Orange. 

You  will  receive  herewith  such  resignations 
of  militia  officers  and  justices  of  the  peace  as 
have  been  received  at  my  office  since  the  ad- 
journment of  the  last  assembly. 

The  letters  and  documents  accompanying 
this  communication  are  marked  and  num 
bered  in  the  order  in  which  the  subjects  to 
which  they  relate  have  been  mentioned. 

My  private  secretary  will  lay  before  you 
my  letter  book,  to  which  you  are  referred  for 
any  information  touching  my  official  transac- 


Carolina,  to  establish  the  boundary  line  be 
tween  them,  and  as  a substitute  for  the  3d 
article  of  the  conventional  agreement  of  the 
1 1th  of  July,  1818,  upon  that  subject.  In  the 


tion  from  his  excellency  informing  me  that  a 
similar  act  had  been  passed  by  the  legislature 
of  South  Carolina,  a copy  of  which  was  short 
ly  after  received  from  the  secretary  of  that! 


The  period  having  now  arrived,  when  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution 
I can  no  longer  hold  the  office  of  chief  niagis! 
trale  of  the  state,  permit  me,  gentlemen  to 


month  of  February  I received  a communica-  ^express  to  you  the  sentiments  of  Gratitude 
t;™  owvoiw™  fW  o rwhich  I entertain  for  the  frequent  manifesta 

tions  of  confidence  with  which  I have  been 
honored.  In  taking  leave  of  your  honorable 
body,  I cannot  forbear  expressing  my  ardent 


state.  It  is  a source  of  gratification  that  the  | desire,  that  in  your  deliberations  mav  1 
long  disputed  question  of  boundary  between  j cherished  that  harmony  and  unanimi'v  so  r 
the  two  states  is  at  length  nearly  settled.  It  j sential  to  the  promotion  of  the  honor  well-  t 
now  remains  only  to  run  and  mark  the  line  and  security  ofthe  state.  ’ ' * aie> 


from  the  termination  of  the  line  of  1772, 
according  to  the  courses  laid  down  in  the 
above  mentioned  provisional  article  to  the 
East  bank  of  Chatooga  river,  where  the  35th 
degree  of  north  latitude  has  been  found  to! 


I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant 

WILLIAM  HAWKINS 
1814, 


Raleigh,  Nov.  23, 
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LEGISLATURE  <J)F  S CAROLINA. 

pOVERNpIl'S  MESSAGE,  DELIVERED  NOVEM- 
BER 29tii,  1814. 

Fellow -citizens — We  assemble  at  the  close 
of  a year  so  extraordinary  and  eventful,  that 
the  history  cf  the  world  furnishes  no  parallel. 
The  tide  of  war  suddenly  rolled  back  upon 


veteran  legions  from  the  Peninsula  were  trans- 
ported to  the  banks  of  the  St.  LawieVice  and 
Niagara;  powerful  expeditions  fitted  out  a- 
gainst  our  sea  ports;  and  the  strongest  indica- 
tions exhibited,  that  though  the  peace  in  Eu- 
rope had  removed  almost  every  ground  of  col- 
lision between  u§,  a restoration  of  harmony, 


an  empire  accustomed  to  dictate  tp  the  most  upqn  terms  mutually  just  and  honorable,  no 
powerful  nations  around  her,  and  peace  pre;j  longer  constituted  any  part  of  her  policy, 
scribed  in  her  capital;  a dynasty;  to  which  TFiisdisposilionoftheBritishgovernmenthas 


the  military  prowess  and  gigantic  genius  of 
its  illustrious  founder  seemed  to  have  impart 
ed  a strength  more  than  that  derived  from 
the  opinions  and  prejudices  of  centuries,  an 
nihilated  without  the  slightest  civil  commo- 
tion, and  almost  without  an  effort  to  main- 
tain it:  Europe,  as  if  that  quarter  of  the  globe 
had  been  arraypd  against  a singly  mgn,  satis- 
fied with  his  dethronement,  and  terminating 
thfe  dissentiqps  which  had  sp  long  agitated  and 
convulsed  her  by  a general  pacification:  are 
occurrences,  which  had  they  not  been  realized, 
would  hardly  have  been  admitted  witjnn  the 
range  of  political  speculation. 

How  far  the  revolutions  we  have  recently 
witnessed  are  calculated  to  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  those  more  directly  concerned: 
Whether*  the  renovated  devotion  to  the  an- 
cient order  of  things,  on  the  one  hand,  may  not 
in  the  excess  of  its  zeal,  lead  to  the  restoration 
of  many  ancient  abuses;  and  whether,  on  the 
other,  the  dread  of  innovation  may  not  blind 
]y  cause  the  rejection  of  modern  institutions, 
truly  valuable  and  worthy  to  be  preserved, 
are  questions  which,  however  interesting  to 
the  philosopher,  are  not  for  our  enquiry.  The 
influence  of  the  pacification  in  Europe  upon 
the  political  relations  of  our  own  country  is 
more  certain,  and  cannot  fail  to  command  at- 
tention. While,  by  enabling  our  enemy  to 
concentrate  against  us  her  who}e  disposable 
force,  it  has  greatly  increased  hpr  capacity 
for  carrying  on  the  war;  by  restoring  her  ac- 
customed intercourse  with  other  nations,  it 
has  considerably  lessened  her  inducements  to 
a renewal  of  friendly  x intercourse  with  this. 
The  advantages  thus  unexpectedly  acquired 
by  Great  Britain,  considerable  as  they  certain- 
ly are,  have  evidently  been  estimated  by  her 
greatly  beyond  their  actual  importance.  In- 


not been  left  to  inference,  however  manifest: 
there$ult  of.  the  conference  at  Ghent,  places 
it, beyond  question. — If  -peace  he  desired , it 
must  710V)  be  evident  to  all , that  it  is  to  he  ob- 
tained only  by  an  active  and  vigorous  prose- 
cution of  the  war.  Great  Britain  must  be 
made  to  feel  how  much  the  power  of  the 
United  * States  has  increased  since  she  was 
compelled  to  acknowledge  them  sovereign 
and  independent.  Upon  the  novel  and  extra- 
vagant pretensions  announced  as  the  sine  qua 
non  of  accommodation,  there  can  exist  but 
one  opinion.  While  the  moderation  and  con- 
ciliatory temper  manifested  by  our  own  go- 
vernment to  wrest  from  faction  itself  every 
ground  of  cavil  or  opposition,  the  arrogance 
and  injustice  of  the  enemy  have  roused  even 
the  most  lukewarm  to  indignation  and  deter- 
mined resistance.  The  unanimity. of  senti- 
ment was  all  that  was  wanting  to  give  to  the 
nationaheffort,  in  vindication  of  our  rights, its 
proper  character.  With  union  among  pur- 
selves,  and  a just  degree  of  energy  in  our 
councils,  the  resources  of  our  country  are  top 
ample  not  to  be  adequate  to  a far  more  trying 
crisis.  Of  the  capacity  of  our  fellow  citizens 
for  military  operations,  the  late  campaign  fur- 
nishes prodigious  proof:  it  has  demonstrated 
that  to  sustain  the  high  reputation  of  our  an- 
cestors, it  was  only  necessary  to  shake  offthp 
habits  of  peace.  While  the  capture  of  a se- 
cond fleet,  and  repeated  triumphs  in  our  na- 
val conflicts,  have  evinced  our  accustomed 
superiority  on  that  element  of  which  Great 
Britain  proudly  boasts  herself  the  mistress; 
the  exploits  of  our  armies  have  shed  a cor- 
respondent lustre  upon  our  exertions  on  land. 
In  the  north,  and  in  the  south,  whether  com 


bating  the  vainly  styled  invincibles  pf  our  ene- 
my, or  her  savage  allies,  to  engage  has  been 
toxicated  with  the  result  of  the  late  coalit'on  to  conquer. — The  campaign  may  truly  be  said 
against  France;  forgetting  that  her  allies,  who!  to  have  been,  on  pur  park  a series  of  bold  and 
constituted  the  real  strength  of  that. coalition,,! brilliant  achievments.  The  unprofitable  sei- 
can  have  no  disposition  to  embark  in  her  pre-j  zurp  of  Washington  by  the  enemy,  can  scarce- 
sent  crusade;  and,  above  all,  forgetting  that  ly  be  considered  an  exception.  However  caL 
the  overthrow  of  a particular  dynasty  is.bnejeu3a.ted  to  effect  the  sensibility  of  the  nation, 
tiling,  the  subjugation  of  a free. and  powerful | the.substantial  advantages  which  have  result- 
people,  armther;  she  seems  to  have  vainly  ima-|  ed  to  us  from  that  event  render  it  an  object 
gined  that  the  direction  against  us ,of  her  un-|. hardly  to  be  regretted-  It  has  not  only  unit- 
divided  force,  was  all  that  .was  necessary  to  Jed  all  ranks,  all  parties,  in  one  common  and 
coerce  submission  to  her  most  insolent  de-’ just  resentment  towards  the  enemy,  whose 
rn&nds.  Hence,  preliminaries  of  peace  had! momentary  possession  of  our  capitol  was 
scarcely  been  signed  at  Paris,,  when,  availing! marked,  by  barbarian  disregard  alike  of  sej- 
i.ergelf  cf  her  Tameiise  uan.3  ?upeEori!y;  her 'cnee,  of  taste,,  of  the  arts,  and  of  civilized  wan. 
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fare,  but  by  impressing  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  oar  cities,  in  a manner  more  forcible  than 
all  the  arguments  which  could  ha\e  been  urg- 
ed, both  the  practicability  and  the  probability, 
of  their  being  attacked  in  turn,  it  has  every 
where  induced  the  most  salutary  measures  ot 
precaution  and  preparation,  in  every  city 
along  our  extensive  sea  coast,  the  work  of  for- 
tification has  either  been  completed,  or  is  in  a 
state  of  rapid  advancement.  In  Charleston, 
our  fellow-citizens  have  manifested  a patriot- 
ism, a zeal,  and  a manly  spirit,  honorable  not 
only  to  themselves,  but  to  South  Carolina. 
That  city,  heretofore  defended  only  at  the  en- 
trance into  its  harbor,  will  soon  be  so  strongly 
fortified  on  every  side,  as  to  be  placed  beyond 
the  reach  of  insult.  The  means  of  construct- 
ing these  works  have  been  furnished  partly  by 
voluntary  contributions  of  labor  and  money 
from  patriotic  individuals,  and  partly  by  the 
corporation  of  the  city.  The  monies  thus  ad- 
vanced, there  can  be  no  doubt  will,  eventually, 
be  repaid  by  the  general  government:  but  as 
the  time  of  re-payment  will  probably  be  dis- 
tant, I submit  to  you  the  expediency  of  reliev- 
ing the  city  from  the  burden  of  this  debt,  and 
including  it  in  the  demands  which,  on  a set- 
tlement of  our  war  accounts,  the  state  may 
have  against  the  general  government.  The 
preservation  of  Charleston  is  an  object  of  too 
much  interest,  not  merely  to  those  who  inha- 
bit it,  but  to  the  state  generally,  to  bpar  any 
doubts  as  to  the  justice  of  this  measure. 

To  meet  the  increased  means  of  annoyance, 
with  which  the  present  state  of  Europe  will 
enable  Great  Britain  to  commence  the  next 
campaign,  by  a correspondent  increase  of 
means  on  our  part,  will  be  the  province  of  the 
general  government,  and  a just  confidence  is 
felt  that  it  will  be  respected.  W hile  your  ful- 
lest co-operation  in  every  measute,  which  may 
be  adopted  for  this  desirable  purpose,  wiil 
doubtless  be  given;  there  are  several  mea- 
sures connected  with  the  immediate  defence 
of  the  state,  which  a due  regard  to  our  own 
safety  strongly  presses  upon  your  attention. 
Among  the  most  prominent  of  those  is  the 
better  organization  of  our  militia.  A complete 
change  of  system  *is  demanded,  not  only  that 
*t  may  be  more  in  conformity  with  that  of  the 
United  States  army,  an  object  of  itself  ol 
great  importance,  but  by  the  radical  defects 
of  the  existing  system.  With  our  ranks  filled 
with  men  equal  to  any  in  the  world,  more 
than  half  their  efficiency  is  lost  from  not  being 
properly  directed.  In  your  deliberations  on 
this  subject,  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
number  of  our  brigades  and  divisions,  adapt- 
ing the  rank  of  our  officers  to  those  of  the  li- 
nked States,  and  conforming  the  organization 
of  companies,  battalions  and  regiments,  to 
that  of  the  regular  army,  will  not  be  over- 
looked. As  the  first  step,  however,  towards 
.the  work  ofrefottnatiotn  I strongly  recommend 


(to  you  a general  vacation  of  all  existing  com- 
1 missions,  and  the  adoption  of  some  inode  in 
jthe  future  appointment  of  officers,  which  may 
promise  a happier  lesult  from  those  beret  J- 
iore  tried.  In  recommending  a vacation  efi 
commissions,  I am  not  unmindful  of  tl  e me- 
rits cl  many  officers  among  us,  of  all  grades, 
who  would  do  honor  lu.any  service;  but  while 
the  proposed  measure  will  remove  these  with- 
out merit,  it  will  interpose  no  obstacle  to  our 
availing  ourselves  of  the  talents  of  these  bet- 
ter qualified.  With  regard  to  future  appoint- 
ments, a variety  of  modes will  no  doubt  sug- 
gest themselves;  the  simplest,  and  perhaps 
the  most  eligible,  will  be  to  give  the  nomina- 
tion of  officers  of  every  grade  to  the  executive, 
and  the  appointment  to  the  senate,  if  this 
plan  he  successfully  pursued  by  the  general 
government,  its  good  effects,  in  a less  extend- 
ed sphere,  it  is  obvious  must  be  still  more 
certain.  While  in  such  a sphere,  the  respon- 
sibility will  be  the  same,  the  judgment  of  the 
officer  who  wall  nominate,  and  of  those  who 
will  appoint,  will  be  directed  in  many  cases 
by  personal  knowledge,  and  in  all  may  be 
aided  by  correct  and  easily  obtained  informa- 
tion. 

Witli  a sea  coast,  however,  which,  though 
assailable  at  scarcely  at  any  point  by  the 
larger  vessels  of  the  enemy,  is  vulnerab  e at 
almost  every  point  by  her  lighter  squadron; 
and  wfith  the  great  body  of  our  population  so 
remote  frpm  the  scene  of  danger,  as  to  ren- 
der their  assistance,  in  the  event  of  sudden 
emergency,  utterly  impracticable;  the  im- 
provements of  our  militia  system,  desirable 
as  it  certainly  is,  will  not  be  sufficient.  It  is 
essential  to  our  security  that  a force  adequate, 
with  the  local  militia  on  the  coast,  to  repel 
such  attacks  as  may  be  expected,  be  constant- 
ly kept  on  foot.  I submit  to  you,  therefore, 
the  expediency  of  immediately  organizing  for 
this  purpose,  at  least  one  brigade,  to  serve 
during  the  war.  Whether  the  proposed  force 
shall  be  raised  by  enlistment,  by  draft,  or  by 
accepting  the  services  of  volunteers,  will  be 
questions  for  your  consideration.  W hatever 
be  the  plan,  however,  for  its  organization,  I 
recommend  to  you  that  when  organized,  it  be 
offered  to  the  general  government  as  part  of 
our  quota,  stipulating  on  our  behalf,  that  it  be 
constantly  kept  on  duty  within  the  state,  or 
that,  if  its  services  should  be  required  else- 
where, an  equal  number  of  the  residue  of  our 
quota  be  maintained  by  the  general  govern- 
ment. within  the  stale,  during  its  absence. 
But  the  maintenance  of  the  proposed  force  is 
of  too  much  importance  to  us  to  be  made  de- 
pendent upon  its  being  received  into  the  se- 
vice  of  the  general  government:  it  ought  to  be 
maintained  at  all  events.  The  appropriations 
which  will  be  necessary,  if  this  expence  he  de- 
volved upon  the  state,  considered  in  the  ah 
stract,  may  appear  large;  but  considered  h. 
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comparison  with  the  immense  amount  of  pro- 
perty to  which  it  will  afford  protection,  it  be- 
comes insignificant. 

In  devising  measures  for  the  security  of  our 
maritime  frontier,  the  protection  of  our  inland 
coasting  trade  is  pf  too  much  consequence, 
and  too  intimately  involved  with  it,  to  be  ne- 
glected. While  our , ports  are  blockaded, 
and  the  outward  navigation  of  the  smallest 
vessels  interrupted,  the  importance  of  pre- 
serving the  inland  communication  open  and 
safe,  is  obvious.  To  effect  this  interesting 
purpose,  it  will  be  necessary  either  to  esta- 
blish a chain  of  strong  military  posts  between 
Georgetown  and  Savannah,  or  to  provide  such 
a number  of  suitable  barges,  as  in  addition  to 
those  appropriated  to  our  defence  by  the  li- 
nked States,  will  be  competent  to  guarding 
effectually  the  several  bays  and  inlets  between 
those  places.  The  latter  is  recommended  as 
the  more  economical,  and  at  the  same  time 
better  adapted  to  the  object,  particularly  the 
protection  of  our  islands. 

Connected  with  the  service  of  the  militia  is 
a subject  of  minor  importance,  indeed,  but  of 
too  much  interest  to  permit  me  to  pass  it  over 
without  inviting  to  it  your  attention.  While 
it  has  been  provided  that  the  militia  called  in- 
to the  service  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
furnished  with  arms  by  the  state  government, 
and  with  pay,  rations,  and  camp  equipage  by 
the  general  government,  no  provision  has 
been  made  for  their  being  furnished  by  either, 
with  blankets  or  clothing.  When  it  is  recol- 
lected how  much  the  spirit  and  patriotism  of 
the  militia  men  usually  exceed  his  means  of 
providing  for  his  comfort^;  and  that,  in  conse- 
quence, there  are,  at  this  moment  on  duty 
many  meritorious  citizens,  who,  destitute  of 
suitable  covering,  hq.ve  volunteered,  at  the  call 
of  their  country,  to  encounter  not  merely  the 
perils  of  battle,  but  the  still  more  formida- 
ble severities  of  the  season;  the  expediency  of 
making  some  provision  on  this  subject  will  not 
require  to  be  pressed  upon  you~J  recommend 
to  you  that  the  commissary  general  of  pur- 
chases be  instructed  to  supply  for  every  mus- 
ket put  into  the  hands  cf  a militia  man,  one 
watch  coat  and  blanket,  to  be  delivered  as 
early  as  shall  be  practicable. 

Among  the  important  measures  which  will 
unavoidably  occupy  your  attention  during  the 
present  session,  a very  interesting  one  will  be 
the  means  of  providing  for  the  increased  ex- 
pences  of  the  ensuing  year.  In  the  present 
utter  stagnation  of  commerce,  when  the  pro- 
duce of  the  farmer  remains  upon  his  hands 
without  value,  it  may  perhaps  be  justly  ques- 
tioned, whether  the  system  of  taxation  has  not 
already  been  carried  as  far  as  it  can  be  with- 
out becoming  oppressive;  and  whether,  instead 
of  increasing  our  taxes,  it  be  not  more  eligi- 
ble toadopt  some  mode  of  raising  the  supplies 
required,  which,  by  throwing  the  burden  cf 


the  present  period  of  difficulty  upon  future 
years  of  prosperity  and  peace,  may  lighten  the 
inconveniences  to  which  our  fellow  citizens 
might  otherwise  be  subjected.  The  loans 
which  might  readily  be  obtained  from  our  own 
banks,  and  others,  wpuld  no  doubt  be  more 
than  equal  to  this  purpose.  As  a mean,  how- 
ever, of  providing  not  only  for  the  present, 
but  for  any  future  emergency,  I recommend 
to  you  the  consolidation,  upon  such  terms  as 
shall  be  mutually  agreed  upon  by  the  parties 
interested,  of  all  the  banks  heretofore  esta- 
blished, with  the  bank  of  the  state  of  South 
Carolina;  reserving  to  the  state  the  right  of 
increasing  her  shares,  by  extending  the  ca- 
pital to  such  an  amount  as  shall  be  deemed 
expedient;  and  pledging  the  faith  and  revenue 
of  the  state  for  the  payment  of  all  issues  by 
the  institution.  This  consolidation  would  con- 
stitute a capital  fully  adequate,  it  is  confiden- 
tially believed,  not  only  to  all  the  purposes  of 
the  state,  but  to  the  purposes  of  every  citizen 
of  good  credit  who  might  find  it  necessary,  in 
consequence  of  the  present  interruption  of 
our  commercial  relations,  to  resort  to  loans. 
To  the  slate,  it  would  prove  highly  beneficial, 
not  only  by  affording  an  ample  source  of  ac- 
commodation, whenever  accommodation  migh  t 
be  desirable,  but  it  would  obtain  for  the  pub- 
lic funds  vested  in  bank  stock,  that  security 
which  is  best  derived  from  the  care  and  vigi- 
lance of  interested  individuals;  to  the  banks 
it  would  be  equally  beneficial,  inasmuch  as  it 
would  be  a virtual  renewal  in  perpetuity,  of 
charters  which  will  shortly  terminate,  and 
which,  it  is  beyond  question,  would  otherwise 
never  be  extended  on  any  terms.  To  both  the 
state  and  the  stockholders  the  proposed  con- 
solidation promises  other  and  very  important 
advantages  upon  which  I forbear  to  remark, 
but  which  will  not  fail  to  suggest  themselves. 

As  the  period  for  which  I was  elected,  wity 
shortly  terminate,  I shall  lose  no  time  in  lay- 
ing before  you  such  other  communications  as 
it  will  be  necessary  to  make. 

I supplicate  for  you  the  guidance  of  that  Be- 
ing from  whom  all  wisdom  cometh,  and  de- 
voutly pray  that  your  patriotic  labors  may 
promote  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  our  be- 
loved country.  JOS.  ALSION, 

Columbia , Nov.  29,  1814. 


LEGISLATURE  OF  GEORGIA. 

Monday , October  17. 

Both  houses  having  convened  agreeably  to 
proclamation,  and  a quorum  of  each  being 
formed,  after  the  usual  formalities,  they  regu- 
larly proceeded  to  the  election  of  their  officers, 
and  made  choice  of  the  following  gentlemen: 

In  Senate. — William  Rabun,  esq.  President; 
William  Robertson,  esq.  Secretary. 

House  of  Representatives. — Benj.  Whit- 
aker, esq.  Speaker;  A S.  Clayton,  Clerk. 

Both  houses  then  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  10  o’clock’ 
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Tuesday , Oct.  18. — The  governor  transmit- 
ted to  both  houses  the  following  message: 
Executive  Department , Georgia, 

Milledgeville,  Oct.  IS,  1814. 
Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Senate, 

and  House  of  Representatives , 

It  has  been  deemed  advisable,  in  the  exist- 
ing posture  of  public  affairs,  to  convene  the 
legislature  at  a period  earlier  than  that  pre- 
scribed by  law.  The  reasons  for  this  measure 
have  arisen  from  the  new  and  unprecedented 
features  given  by  our  enemy  to  the  war  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  and  the  obligations 
thereby  imposed  on  us,  to  make  correspond- 
ing exertions  for  meeting  and  repelling  his 
efforts. 

The  war  has  not  only  assumed  an  aspect 
abhorrent  to  the  principles  of  civilized  na- 
tions, but  its  object  has,  to  us,  become  essen- 
tially changed.  The  contest  is  now  in  reality, 
for  independence  on  our  part,  and  subjugation 
on  that  of  our  adversary. 

The  legislature  wilh  feel  the  necessity  of 
making,  without  delay,  radical  changes  in  our 
militia  system.  Recent  events  have  more 
than  ever  demonstrated  that  our  militia  must 
be  better  organized  and  better  disciplined. — 
Our  system  has  been  calculated  for  a peace 
establishment.  It  is  high  time  that  one  should 
be  substituted  lifted  for  a state  of  war. 

The  law  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the 
legislature  for  organizing  detachments  which 
might  be  required  for  the  public  service,  has 
been  found  impracticable  of  execution  in  some 
of  its  provisions,  and  tedious  and  difficult  in 
most  of  its  arrangements.  It  prescribes  that 
the  officers  shall  be  elected  by  the  men,  after 
their  arrival  at  a place  of  rendezvous,  thus 
having  no  means  by  which  troops  are  to  be 
marched  there.  It  prescribes  that  the  officers 
thus  elected  shall  be  brevetted  by  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  detachment,  when  in 
detachments,  requiring  a commander  under 
the  rank  of  a.  general  officer,  that  commander 
must  himself  be  elected  at  the  same  time. 

When,  in  the  course  of  the  present  year, 
events  rendered  it  necessary  to  organize  and 
hold  in  readiness  for  service  one  third  of  the 
militia  of  this  state,  these  and  other  difficul- 
ties presented  themselves  in  their  full  force. 
To  obviate  them  as  far  as  possible,  I ordered 
the  elections  to  be  held  in  their  respective 
counties,  and  have  issued  special  commis- 
sions—thus  preserving  the  leading  principle 
of  the  law,  the  election  of  officers  by  those 
who  were  to  serve  under  them ; but  departing 
from  the  law  in  its  forms,  which  were  found 
impracticable  of  execution. 

To  the  principle,  however,  of  election  for 
detachments,  there  are  serious  and  weighty 
objections.  It  is  tedious;  it  tends  to  produce 
insubordination,  and  is  injurious  to  officers 
already  in  commission.  And  I earnestly  re- 
commend to  the  legislature  its  abolition. 


W hilst  the  attention  of  the  legislature  shall 
be  engaged  on  this  subject,  there  is  also  ano- 
ther provision  highly  deserving  their  atten- 
tion. The  organization  of  our  local  militia 
varies  materially  from  that  prescribed  for  the 
army  of  the  United  States.  And  in  order  to 
have  militia  received  into  the  service  of  th$ 
latter,  they  must  be  organized  according  to 
their  plan.  There  ought  to  be  an  authority 
given  by  law  to  the  executive  for  this  purpose, 
whenever  detachments  are  required  to  be 
placed  in  a state  of  preparation.  And  there 
ought  especially  to  be  an  efficient  method  pre- 
scribed for  enforcing  obedience,  in  attending 
at  any  appointed  rendezvous. 

The  condition  of  the  volunteer  corps  also 
calls  imperiously  for  revision.  This  species 
of  force  is  always  valuable  when  it  can  be 
brought  into  service;  but  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, the  public  is  deprived  almost  en- 
tirely of  its  aid.  Very  few  volunteer  compa- 
nies contain  the  number  of  privates  necessary 
for  their  reception  into  the  service  of  the  Unit- 
ed States;  and  whilst  they  appear  desirous 
to  take  their  shave  of  duty,  they  will  not  con- 
sent to  be  consolidated.  A power  to  consoli 
date  where  they  are  not  full,  and  a mode  for 
determining  the  selection  of  officers  amongst 
them  is  highly  necessary. 

The  situation  of  the  cavalry,  in  particular, 
merits  the  consideration  of  the  legislature. 
The  mode  in  which  the  war  has  been  conduct- 
ed, and  appears  likely  to  be  continued,  affords 
but  little  use  for  this  species  of  troops.  • In 
truth,  they,  as  well  as  the  volunteer  infantry 
corps,  although  composed  of  the  best  materials 
which  the  country  affords,  are  for  the  most 
part  exempts  from  the  public  service. 

The  war  department,  on  the  fourth  of  July 
last,  issued  a requisition  to  most  of  the  states 
in  the  union,  for  detaching,  organizing  and 
holding  in  readiness  a quota  of  the  militia. 
The  proportion  required  from  Georgia  was 
three  thousand  five  hundred.  This  requisi 
tion  was  the  more  easily  complied  with  here, 
in  consequence  of  the  steps  which  had  been 
previously  taken,  to  have  the  militia  arranged 
into  classes,  and  to  cause  one  third  to  he  in. 
constant  readiness.  The  organization  of  the 
first  class  made  them  ready  to  fill  up  the 
quota.  And  one  complete  brigade  has,  bV 
the  directions  of  the  major  general  command- 
ing the  United  States  troops  in  the  sixth  mi- 
litary district,  been  ordered  to  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Savannah.  Besides  these  it  is  entirely 
probable,  that  a force  of  considerable  strength 
will  be  speedily  marched  to  the  south  west. 
The’  movements  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter, 
have  for  some  time  indicated  a plan,  which  it 
is  seriously  interesting  to  the  general  gov 
eminent,  and  to  us  in  particular,  should  be 
frustrated.  I have  accordingly  been  required 
by  the  war  department  to  hold  in  readiness, 
'two  thousand  five  hundred  men.  for  the  pur 
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pose  of  cp  operating  n’ith  reinforcements  or- 
tleved  from  other  sections  of  the  anion.  This 
number  vviil  be  supplied  from  the  balance  of 
the  first  class,  together  with  some  volunteer 
companies.  They  are  in  a state  of  readiness. 

Tne  exposed  and  defenceless  situation  of 
our  principal  sda-port  town,  became  a source 
of  anxiety,  so  soon  as  the  mode  of  vtarfafe 
intended  to  be  pursued  by  the  enemy,  became 
known.  The  fund  appropriated  at  the  last 
session  for  military  disbursements  was  nearly 
exhausted,  and  without  money  I could  hot 
order  troops  to  the  field  on  state  account,  it 
was  important  too,  that  suitable  fortifications 
should  be  erected  on  the  land  side,  to  repel 
the  approach  of  the  enemy.  The  corpora- 
tion of  Savannah,  pursuing  the  example  set 
them  at  other  places,  and  stimulated  by  the 
recommendation  of  the  major  general  having 
charge  of  this  military  district,  as  well  as  by 
that  of  the  state  executive}  adopted  the  idea 
of  fortifying  that  city  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tions in  money  and  labor,  on  the  part  of  the 
inhabitants,  confiding  in  the  belief  that  the 
general  government  would  ultimately  reim- 
burse the  expenditure: 

But  the  citizens  of  that  place,  not  being 
very  numerous,  and  the  place  itself  requiring 
extensive  works,  an  appeal  was  made  to  me 
for  aid.  The  appeal  was  fdlt  to  be  reasona- 
ble. The  state  government  appeared  bound 
to  defray  the  expenditure  for  the  present;  es^ 
pecially  when  it  was  considered  that  large 
and  liberal  disbursements  had  heretofore  been 
made  for  the  defence  of  our  interior  frontier; 
and  that  the  duties  of  protection  extended 
alike  to  all.  But  here  again  my  means  were, 
limited  by  existing  appropriations.  Under 
these  circumstances  I have  applied  for  and 
obtained  from  the  Planter’s  Bank  of  Savan- 
nah, a loan  without  interest,  for  an  amount 
calculated  to  meet  the  present  emergencies. 
Tills,  together  with  a small  advance  from  the- 
treasury,  have  been  deposited  with  the'  corpo- 
ration of  Savannah,  to  be  expended  in  works 
of  defence.  For  the  reimbursement  of  the 
loan,  I have  pledged  the  faith  of  the  executive. 
This  pledge  I rely  with  confidence  on  the  le^ 
gislature  to  enable  me  to  make  good:  And  I 
recommend  to  them  to  make  such  further 
appropriations  as  may  defray  the  expence  of 
completing  the  necessary  fortifications;  there- 
by taking  the  burthen  of  present  advances 
from  the  shoulders  of  the  citizens,  and  trust- 
ing to  the  justice  of  the  general  government 
for  reimbursement  in  better  times. 

I also  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  le- 
gislature the  propriety  of  ordering  into  the 
field  a party  of  cavalry  in  aid  of  the  force  now 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  Such  a 
corps  may  be  highly  useful  on  the  maritime 
frontier;  and  should  be  placed  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  the  lieut.  colonel  com- 
mandtngcthe  cavalry  in  that  quarter. 


The  provision  made  by  law  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, for  paying  into  the  treasury  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  amount  of  direct  tax  due  fro hi 
Georgia,  was  carried  into  effect  without  dif- 
ficulty. The  payment  was  effected  by  dis 
counting  with  the  United  States,  an  equal  si- 
mount  of  the  monies  due  from  ihem  to  us  un- 
der  the  articles  of  cession  and  agreement,  ir. 
relation  to  the  Mississippi  territory,  entered 
into  on  the  24th  day  of  April,  1802. 

The  act  of  congress  imposing  a direct  tax 
being  temporary,  it  is  not  now  known  wheth- 
er any  provision  need  be  made  for  meeting 
the  payment  of  another  year.  But  inasmuch 
as  the  power  of  the  enemy  to  annoy,  has  by 
the  peace  in  Europe,  been  increased  in  pro- 
portion to  the  desolating  spirit  with  which  he 
is  disposed  to  prosecute  the  war,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  an  increase  of  the  means  of  re- 
sistance has  become  also  necessary.  We 
ouobt  therefore  to  calculate  on  meeting  a di- 
rect tax  greater  than  that  of  the  present 
year. 

The  report  of  (he  treasurer,  at  the  close  of  the  political  year  will 
inform  yon  of  the  state  of  our  finances;  a?  there  appears  evident  ly 
to  he  a necessity  for  an  increase  of  expenditure,  it  will  at  once  oc- 
cur to  you  that  there  must  be  a proportionate  inereart-  of  receipts. 

1 therefore  recommend  to  the  legisl attie  to  augment  the  ordinary 
taxes  in  a degree  commensurate  vi  jtli  the  public  wants.  A free 
people,  estimating  at  their  proper  value, the  rights  which  belong  to 
them  will  with  cheerfulness  contribute  whatever  may  he  necessa- 
ry for  their  defence  and  protection. 

' THe  mode  now  in  use. in  this .sjate,  of  adjusting  and  liquidating 
accounts  against  the  public  appears  to  require  revision.  The  set- 
tlements are  all  made  at  the  executive  office,  thereby  burthening 
that  department  with  matters  which  in  the  nature  of  things  do  not 
appertain  there.  The  affairs  ought  to  be  adjusted  by  the  comp- 
troller of  the  state.  - < ■' 

A treaty  has  been  ncgociated  with  the  friendly  Creek  Indians,  by 
which  their  title  is  extinguished  to  a considerable  extent  of  terri- 
tory xvithin  the  limits  of  this  state.  The  acquisition  is,  however, 
of  little  value,  cither  for  the  purposes  of  cultivation,  or  ofstrength- 
ering  our  inferior  frontier.  I am  not  yet  informed  Avhether  the 
treaty  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  proper  authority. 

A list  of  appointments  made  by  the  executive  during  the  recess 
6f  the  legislature  is  herewith  submitted. 

Some  subjects  of  minor  importance  to  those  notv  hrohght  before 
the  View  of -the  legislature,  will  form  the  contents  of  a separate 
communication.  ; ■ 

I'dlo-iv-citizens,-  The  sera  in  which  it  is  our  lot  to  live,  is  preg- 
nant with  prominent  events  beyond  that  of  any  past  times.  The 
gre  at  hand  is  withered,  which  almost  at  wil  l,  put  down  and  raised 
up  empires  in  Europe,  and  himself,  has  become  a pensioner.  The 
powers  who  prostrated  him  appear  all  desirous  for  repose  to  the 
world,  except  our  inveterate  foe.  lie  is  implacable  towards  us 
because  we  were  growing  in  commerce,  and  have  acquired  so  much* 
naval  character.  These  are  at  war  with  the. -policy  and  pride  of 
our  adversary.  Long  ago  vie  committed  an  unpardonable  sin,  by 
asserting  and  achieving  otiv  national  independence.  The  blaze  of 
glory  which  our  gallant  sons  of  the  ocean  have  shed  around  the 
American  Mapty  is  a source  of.  mortification  too  deadly  for  forgive- 
ness. Our  armies  too  have  recently  inflicted  some  1.  ssons  of  derpv 
humiliation  to  a foe,  acting  on  the  belief,  that  with  the  means  now 
a?  his  command,  our  subjugation  was  within  his  reach.  All  the 
usages  of  war  are  dispensed  with  in  relation  to  us,  and  we  areal- 
ready  treated  as  if  our  rank  in  the  scale  of  nations  was  nothing. 

But  the  enemy  mistakes  his  means,  and  mistakes  us.  The  spi- 
rit of  party  is  rapidly  vauislung.  and  union  and  resistance  are  be- 
coming the  watchwords  of  the  day. 

This  is  one  effect  likely  to  be  produced  by  the  struggle,  which 
humanity  must  deplore.  Tire  bitter  animosities  engendered  by 
the  war  of  the  revolution,  rtere  fast  wearing  away.  Commercial, 
intercourse;  reciprocal  advantage;  the  reflection  that  England  had 
some  palliation  in  tTie  belief  that  we  were  then  in  a state  of  rt- hel- 
lion against  parental  authority;  these  circumstances  were  eradlea  - 
ting  the  feelings  that  had  arisen  from  the  atrocities  practised  by 
her  armies  dtsVing  out1  former  struggle.  But  the  ca^e  is  now  re- 
versed. The  present  war  was  commenced  between  stations  con  - 
fessedlv  independent;  connected  by  language,  ties  of  relationship, 
manners',  religion.  All  that  could*  create  tenderness  and  respect 
for  each  other.  Yet  under  all  these  circumstances,  her  commanders 
are  pursuing  towards  us  an  unrelenting  system  of  conflagration, 
devastation  and  phtuder.  They  make  war  on  the  female  and  tin? 
babe;  they -pillage  the  temples  of  the  Most  High;  they  consume  to 
ashes  defenceless  houses  and  villages.  Such  a contest  so  conducted , 
will  create  animosities  which  ages  cannot  eflace.  The  American 
child  will  learn  in  his  cradle  to  abhor  the  British  name,  and  the 
less  oil  will  be  handed  dovtntrom  generation  t ^generation.  . 

ni.-1-L-ii  rr-A-n-  v 
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Public  Papers. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  captain  Sinclair,  com- 
manding on  lake  Erie,  to  the  secretary  ot 
the  navy,  dated 

United  States'  sloop  oficar  Niagara, 
off  St.  Joseph , 22d  July,  1814. 

Sir — The  wind  became  tavorabie  on  the 
evening  of  ths  3d  inst— the  troops  we- e em- 
barked, and  I sailed  from  Detroit  that  night; 
but  such  were  the  difficulties  1 had  to  encoun- 
ter on  tke  flats  of  lake  St.  Clair,  where,  in- 
stead of  ten  feet,  as  I had  been  led  to  believe 
there  was,  I only  found  eight,  and  the  rapid 
current  of  that  river,  that  1 did  not  reach  lake 
Huron  till  the  12th.  From  thence  I shaped 
my  course,  as  directed,  for  Matchadash  bay, 
and  used  every  possible  effort  to  gain  it,  bat 
not  being  able  to  procure  a pilot  for  that  un- 
frequented part  of  the  lake,  and  finding  it  fill- 
ed with  islands  and  sunken  rocks,  which  must 
inevitably  prove  the  destruction  of  the  fleet, 
as  it  was  impossible  to  avoid  them,  on  account 
of  the  impenetrable  fog  with  which  this  lake 
is  almost  continually  covered;  and  finding  the 
army  were  growing  short  of  provisions  trom 
the  time  already  elapsed,  it  was  agreed  be- 
tween col.  Croghan  and  myself  to  push  lor 
this  place,  where  we  should  procure  such  in- 
formation as  would  govern  our  future  opera- 
tions. We  were  favored  in  winds  and  arrived 
here  on  the  20th  — The  enemy  had  abandon- 
od  his  work,  consisting  of  a fort,  and  large 
block  house,  ckc.  those  we  destroyed,  but  left 
untouched  the  town  and  N.  W . company’s 
store  houses. 

Very  respectfully,  I have  the  honor  to  re- 
main, sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SINCLAIR. 

The  lion.  William  Jones , secretary  of  the  navy. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  capt.  Sinclair,  com- 
manding on  lake  Erie,  to  the  secretary  of 
the  navy,  dated, 

U.  S sloop  of  war  Niagara  o ff  Michili- 
mackinac , JulyoOlh , 1814. 

Sir — Whilst  wind-bound  at  St.  Joseph’s  I 
captured  theN.  W .company’s  schooner  Mink, 
from  Mi  chili  mack  inack  of  St.  Mary’s  with  a 
cargo  of  flour — receiving  intelligence  through 
this  source,  that  the  schooner  Perseverance 
was  laying  above  the  Falls,  at  the  lower  end 
of  lake  Superior,  in  waiting  to  transport  the 
Mink's  cargo  to  Fort  Williams;  £ despatched 
the  ship’s  launches  under  lieut.  Turner  of  the 
Scorpion,  an  active  and  enterprizing  officer, 
to  captureher,  and  if  possible  to  get  her  down 
the  Falls.  Colonel  Croghan  attached  major 
Holmes  with  a party  of  regulars  to  co  operate 
in  the  expedition,  in  which  the  capture  of  St. 
Mary’s  was  included.  The  official  report  of 
the  result,  made  by  lieut.  Turner,  I herewith 
enclose  you.  The  capture  of  the  Perseve- 
rance gave  us  the  complete  command  of  • tke 
Superior — and  had  it  not  been  for  the  strong 


force  at  iMichilimackinack,  forbidding  a sepo1 
ration  of  our  means  of  attacking  tVsi  ] ; t e, 
and  feeling  myself  bound  by  my  instruct  ions 
to  do  so,  before  1 was  at  liberty  to  enter  into 
any  extensive  enterprize  ot  my  own  planning, 

I should  have  availed  myselt  «,l  this  unlooked 
for  advantage,  and  have  broken  up  all  their 
important  establishments  < n lake  Superior. 
The  capture  of  Fort  William  alone  would 
have  nearly  destroyed  the  enemy’s  fur  trade, 
as  that  is  his  grand  depot  and  general  ren- 
dezvous, from  which  his  extensive  trade 
branches  in  all  directions,  and  at  which  place 
there  is  never  less  than  a million  in  value  of 
property,  and  at  this  season  of  the  year,  it 
said, there  is  twice  that  amount- — i fear  such 
another  opportunity  may  never  occur.  The 
capture  of  those  two  vessels  and  the  prov  i- 
sions,  will,  however,  prove  of  very  serious  in- 
convenience to  the  enemy  in  that  remote 
quarter,  where  the  loss  cannot  possibly  be 
retrieved.  Flour  was,  befoie  this  loss.  Worth 
60  dollars  per  barr  el  with  them,  and  salt  pro- 
visions 50  cents  per  pound,  &.c. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  with  great 
respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SINCLAIR. 

The  hon  Wit.  Jones, 
secretary  of  the  navy, 

Copy  of  n letter  from  lieut.  Turner,  to  rapt. 

A.  Sinclair  commanding  on  lake  Eric, 
dated 

U.  S.  schooner  Scorpion, 
ofFMicliilituackmack,  Juiy  2S,  1314. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  iniovm  you,  that 
agreeable  to  your  orders  of  the  22o.  mat . I 
proceeded  on  the  expedition  to  lake  Superi- 
or with  launches,  I rowed  night  and  day, 
but  having  a distance  of  60  miles  ag;  itist  it 

strong  current,  information  had  reached  ll.O 

enemy  at  St.  Mary's  of  our  approach  about 
two  hours  before  1 arrived  at  that  place,  ear*" 
ried  by  indians  in  their  light  canoes;  several 
of  whom  1 chased,  and  by  firing  on  them  and 
killing  some,  prevented  their  purposes:  some 
I captured  and  kept  prisoners  until  my  arrival* 
others  escaped  The  force  under  tnej  Holme* 
prevented  any  thing  like  resistance  at  th0 
fort,  the  enemy  with  their  indians  carr;  ing 
with  them  all  the  light  valuable  articles,  pel- 
try, clothes.  &c.  I proceeded  across  the  strait 
of  lake  Superior  without  a moment’s  delay; 
and  on  mv  appearance,  the  enemy  finding 
they  could  "not  get  off  with  the  vessel  I wsu J 
in  quest  of,  set  fire  to  her  in  se\eral  places, 
scuttled  and  left  her  I succeeded  in  boarding 
her,  and  by  considerable  exertions  extinguish- 
ed the  flames,  and  secured  her  from  sinking, 

I then  stripped  her  and  prepared  for  getting 
her  down  the  falls  Adverse  winds  prevent- 
ed my  attempting  the  falls  until  the  26tb, 
when  every  possible  effort  was  used,  btu  I 
am  sorry  to  say  without  success,  to  ge<  her 
over  in  safety.  The  fall  in  34  of  a mile  fa 
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45  feet,  and  the  channel  very  rocky;  the  cur- 
rent runs  from  23  to  30  knots,  and  in  one 
place  there  is  a perpendicular  leap  of  10  teet, 
between  three  rocks;  here  she  bilged,  but  was 
brought  down  so  rapidly  that  we  succeeded 
in  running  her  on  shore  below  the  rapids  be 


from  them;  but  it  was  soon  found  the  further 
our  troops  advanced  the  stronger  the  enemy 
become,  and  the  weaker  and  more  bewildered 
our  force  were;  several  of  the  commanding 
officers  were  picked  out  and  killed  or  wounded 
by  the  savages,  without  seeing  aDy  of  them. 


she  rilled,  and  burned  her.  She  was  a The  men  were  getting  lost  and  falling  into 


fine  new  schooner,  upwards  of  100  tons,  cal  led 
the  Perseverance,  and  will  be  a severe  loss  to 


the  N.  W.  company 


Had  I succeeded 


confusion,  natural  under  such  circumstances, 
which  demanded  an  immediate  retreat,  or  a 
total  defeat  and  general  massacre  must  have 


getting  her  safe,  I could  have  loaded  her  to  j ensued.  This  was  conducted  in  a masterly 
advantage  from  the  enemy's  store-houses.  1 1 manner  by  col  Croghan,  who  had  lost  the  aid 
have,  however,  brought  down  four  captured  , of  that  valuable  and  ever  to  be  lamented  offi- 
boats  loaded  with  indian  goods  to  a eonsidera-  cer  major  Holmes  who  with  captain  Vanhorn, 
bias  amount,  the  balance  contained  in  four 
large  and  two  small  store  houses  were  des- 
troyed, amounting  in  value  to  from  50  to 
100,000  dollars.  All  private  property  was  ac- 
cording to  your  orders  respected.  The  offi- 
cers and  men  under  my  command  behaved 
with  great  activity  and  zeal,  particularly  mid- 
shipman  Swartwout. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  sir,  with  great  res- 
pect, your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  TURNER. 


Copy  of  a letter  from  captain  A.  Sinclair  to 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  dated 

U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Niagara,  off’  Thunder  Bay, 
August  q,  1314' 

Sir — I arrived  offMichilimackinack  on  the 
26th  July;  but-  owing  to  a tedious  spell  of  bad 
weather,  which  prevented  our  reconnoitering, 
or  being  able  to  procure  a prisoner  who 
could  give  us  information  of  the  enemy’s 
indian  force,  which  from  several  little  skir- 
mishes we  had  on  an  adjacent  island,  appear- 
ed to  be  very  great,  we  did  not  attempt  a 
landing  until  the  4th  inst.  and  it  was  then 
made  more  with  a view  to  ascertain  positively 
the  enemy’s  strength,  than  with  any  possible 
hope  of  success;  knowing  at  the  same  time, 
that  I could  effectually  cover  their  landing 
and  retreat  to  the  ships,  from  the  position  I 
had  taken  within  300  yards  of  the  beach.  Col. 
Croghan  would  never  have  landed,  even  with 
this  protection,  being  positive,  as  he  was,  that 
the  indian  force  alone  on  the  island,  with  the 
advantages  they  had,  were  superior  to  him, 
could  he  have  justified  himself  to  his  govern- 
ment, without  having  stronger  proof  than  ap- 
pearances, that  he  could  not  effect  the  object 
in  view. 

Maekinack  is,  by  nature,  a perfect  Gibraltar, 
being  a high  inaccessible  rock  on  every  side, 
except  the  west,  from  which  to  the  heights, 
you  have  near  two  miles  to  pass  through  a 
wood,  so  thick  that  our  men  were  shot  in 
every  direction,  and  within  a few  yards  of 


was  killed  by  the  indians.  The  enemy  were 
driven  from  many  of  their  strong  holds;  but 
such  was  the  impenetrable  thickness  of  the 
woods,  that  no  advantage  gained  could  be 
profited  by.  Our  attack  would  have  been 
made  immediately  under  the  lower  fort,  that 
ike  enemy  might  not  have  been  able  to  use 
his  indian  force  to  such  advantage  as  in  the 
woods,  having  discovered  by  drawing  a fire 
from  him  in  several  instances,  that  1 had 
greatly  the  superiority  of  metal  of  him;  but 
its  scite  being  about  130  feet  above  the  water* 
I could  not,  when  near  enough  to  do  him  an 
injury,  elevate  sufficiently  to  batter  it.  Above 
"this,  nearly  as  high  again,  he  has  another 
strong  fort,  commanding  every  point  on  the 
island,  and  almost  perpendicular  on  all  sides. 
Col.  Croghan  not  deeming  it  prudent  to  make 
a second  attempt  upon  this  place,  and  having 
ascertained  to  a certainty  that  the  only  naval 
force  the  enemy  have  upon  the  lakes  consists 
of  one  schooner  of  4 guns,  I have  determined 
to  despatch  the  Lawrence  and  Caledonia  to 
lake  Erie  immediately,  believing  their  servi- 
ces in  transporting  our  armies  there  will  be 
wanting;  and  it  being  important  that  the  sick 
and  wounded,  amounting  to  about  100,  and 
that  part  of  the  detachment  not  necessary  to 
further  our  future  operations  here,  should 
reach  Detroit  without  delay.  By  an  intelli- 
gent prisoner  captured  in  the  Mink,  I ascer- 
tained this,  and  that  the  mechanics  and  others 
sent  across  from  York  during  the  winter, 
were  for  the  purpose  of  building  a flotilla  to 
transport  reinforcements  and  supplies  to 
Maekinack.  An  attempt  was  made  to  trans- 
port them  by  the  waj’  of  Matchadash,  but  it 
was  found  impracticable,  from  all  the  porta- 
ges being  a morass;  that  they  then  resorted  to 
a small  river  called  Nautawasaga,  situated  to 
the  south  of  Matchadash,  from  which  there  is 
a portage  of  three  leagues  over  a good  road  to 
lake  Simcoe.  This  place  was  never  known 
until  pointed  out  to  them  last  summer  by  an 
them,  without  being  able  to  see  the  indians  j indian.  This  river  is  very  narrow,  and  has 
who  did  it;  and  a height  was  scarcely  gained  six  or  eight  feet  water  in  it  about  three  miles 
before  there  was  another  within  50  or  100  up,  and  is  then  a muddy  rapid  shallow  for  45 
yards  commanding  it,  where  breast  works  were  [ miles  up  to  the  portage,  where  their  armada 
erected  and  cannon  opened  on  them.  Several  j was  built,  and  their  store  houses  are  now  si- 
<*f  those  were  charged  and  the  enemy  driven  I tua ted.  The  navigation  is  dangerous  and  dif 
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fieult,  and  so  obscured  by  rocks  and  bushes, 
that  no  stranger  could  ever  find  it.  1 have 
however,  availed  myself  of  the  means  of  dis- 
covering it.  T shall  also  blockade  the  mouth 
of  French  river  until  the  fall;  and  those  being 
the  only  two  channels  of  communication  by 
which  Mackinack  can  possibly  be  supplied; 
and  their  provisions  at  this  time  being  ex- 
tremely short,  I think  they  will  be  starved 
into  a surrender.  This  will  also  cut  off  all 
supplies  to  theN.  W.  company,  who  are  now 
nearly  starving,  and  their  furs  on  hand  can 
only  find  transportation  by  the  way  of  Hud- 
son bay.  At  this  place  I calculate  on  falling 
in  with  their  schooner,  which,  it  is  said,  has 
gone  there  for  a load  of  provisions,  and  a mes- 
sage sent  to  her  not  to  venture  up  while  we 
are  on  the  lake 

Very  respectfully,  I have  the  honor  to  re- 
main, sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  SINCLAIR. 
IIon.  Wm.  Jones, 
secretary  of  the  navy. 

Extract  of  a Utter  from  capt.  A.  Sinclair , to 
the  hon.  IV m.  Jones , secretary  of  the  navy , 
dated 

On  board  U.  S.  slonp  Niagara,  Erie,  Sept.  3,  1815, 

Sir — Immediately  after  the  attack  on  Mich- 
ilimackinack,  I despatched  the  Lawrence  and 
Caledonia  with  orders  to  lieutenant  comman- 
dant Dexter,  to  make  all  possible  despatch  to 
lake  Erie,  and  there  co-operate  with  our  army, 
&,c.  while  I shaped  my  course  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy's  force,  supposed  to  be  about  Nautau- 
wasauga ; and  I cannot  but  express  my  sur- 
prise at  having  passed  those  vessels  and  arriv- 
ed at  Erie  before  them.  By  that  opportunity 
I apprised  you  of  my  movements  up  to  the 
9th  ult.  since  which  time  I have  been  fortunate 
enough  to  find  his  B.  M.  schooner  Nancy,  load- 
ed with  provisions,  clothing, See.  for  the  troops 
at  Mackinack. 

She  was  two  miles  up  the  Nautauwasauga 
river,  moored  under  a block-house,  strongly 
situated  on  the  S.  E.  side  of  the  river,  which, 
running  nearly  parallel  with  the  bay  shore  for 
that  distance,  forms  a narrow  peninsula  ; — 
this  and  the  wind  being  off  shore,  afforded 
me  an  opportunity  of  anchoring  opposite  to 
him.  and  within  good  battering  distance  ; but 
finding  the  sand  1 fills  and  trees  frequently  in- 
terrupting my  shot,  I borrowed  an  eight  inch 
howitzer  from  colonel  Croghan,  mounted  it 
on  one  of  my  carriages,  and  sent  it  on  the 
peninsula,  under  command  of  lieutenant  Hol- 
dup ; a situation  was  chosen  by  captain  Gra- 
tiot of  the  engineers,  from  which  it  did  great 
execution.  The  enemy  defended  himself  very 
handsomely,  until  one  of  those  shells  burst  in 
his  block  house,  and  in  a few  minutes  blew 
up  his  magazine.  This  set  fire  to  a train 
which  had  been  laid  for  the  destruction  of  the 
vessel,  and  in  an  instant  she  was  in  flames.  I 
had  made  the  necessary  preparation  with  boats 


for  getting  on  hoard  of  her;  but  frequent  and 
heavy  explosions  below  deck  made  the  risk  of 
lives  too  great  to  attempt  saving  her.  She 
was,  therefore,  with  her  valuable  cargo,  en- 
tirely consumed.  1 cannot  say  whether  these 
who  defended  her,  were  blown  up  in  the  block- 
house, or  whether  they  retreated  in  the  lear 
I of  their  work,  which  they  might  have  done 
'unseen  by  us,  as  it  afforded  a descent  into  a 
| thick  wood.  1 hope  the  latter.  A number  of 
articles  were  picked  up  at  a considerable  dis- 
tance off : among  them  was  the  commander's 
desk,  containing  copies  of  letters,  ecc.  several 
of  which  I herewith  enclose  you  for  your  in- 
formation. They  serve  to  show  the  vessel  to 
| have  been  commanded  by  lieut.  Worslev  of 
the  royal  navy  ; of  what  infinite  importance 
jher  cargo  was  to  the  garrison  at  Mackinack, 
land  that  they  have  nothing  afloat  now  on  that 
'lake.  The  Nancy  appeared  to  be  a very  fine 
vessel,  between  the  size  of  the  Queen  Char- 
lotte and  Lady  Prcvost.  There  were  three 
| guns  on  the  block-house,  two  21  pounders,  and 
! one  C pounder.  I cannot  say  what  was  on  the 
'vessel,  as  all  her  ports' were  closed.  I also 
got  a new  boat,  called  by  them  a gun-boat, 
but  un worthy  the  name,  being  calculated  to 
j mount  cnly  a 21  pound  carronace. 

The  Nautauwasauga  istoo  narrow,  and  over- 
ihung  with  bushes,  for  a vessel  to  get  up,  ex- 
|cept  by  warping,  which  prevented  my  sending 
gun-boats  in,  or  col.  Croghan  from  attempt- 
ing to  turn  his  rear  ; as  we  saw  a number  of 
indians  skulking, and  occasionally  firing  across 
from  the  banks  ; it  was  in  this  way  the  only 
man  we  had  touched,  was  wounded. 

You  will  see,  by  the  enclosed  letters,  the 
short  state  they  are  in  for  provisions  atMich- 
ilimackinack  ; and  I am  assured,  from  the 
best  authority,  that  this  is  the  only  line  of 
communication  by  which  they  can  be  supplied, 
that  of  the  Grand  river  being  rendered  impas- 
sable for  any  thing  heavier  than  a man  to  car- 
ry on  his  back,  by  sixty  portages;  1 Lave 
j therefore  left  the  Scorpion  and  Tigress  to 
| blockade  it  closely,  until  the  season  becomes 
jtoo  boisterous  for  boat  transportation.  Col. 
j Croghan  thought  it  not  advisable  to  fortifv 
and  garrison  Nautauwasauga,  as  the  enemy's 
communication  from  York  is  so  short  and  con- 
venient, that  any  force  he  could  leave  there 
would  be  cut  off  in  the  winter 

I was  unfortunate  in  getting  embayed,  in  a. 
gale  of  wind,  on  a rocky,  iron  bound  shej  e, 
which  occasioned  the  loss  of  all  the  boats  l 
bad  in  tow.  amongst  which  was  tie  captured 
gun-boat  and  my  launch:  I felt  for  tuna  fe,  how- 
ever, in  saving  my  vessel,  lumbered  as  she 
was  with  450  souls  on  board,  and  shipping 
such  immense  quantities  of  water  as  to  ghe 
me  very  serious  aiarm  for  some  hours.  I was 
compelled  to  strike  some  of  my  guns  below, 
and  nothing  saved  her,  at  last,  but  ?.  sudden 
shift  of  wind,  as  there  is  nothing  like  anchor- 
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age  in  lake  Huron,  except  in  the  mouths  of  pear  to  you  most  expedient  under  the  present 
rivers,  the  whole  coast  being  a steep  perpen- 1 circumstances.  I havetaken  such  precautions 
dicu  lar  rock.  I have  been  several  times  in  j as  were  in  my  power,  to  make  you  acquainted 
great  danger  of  total  loss,  in  this  extremely  j with  this  event,  in  case  you  should  be  on  your 
dangerous  navigation,  entirely  unknown  to  j passage.  If  so,  I would  recommend  you  to 
our  pilots,  except  direct  to  Mackimck,  by  j return  to  the  Nothawasaga  river,  and  to  take 
falling  suddenly  from  no  soundings  into  3 fa- j the  Nancy  up  as  high  as  possibly,  place  her 
thorns,  and  twice  into  1-4  less  twain,  all  a jin  a judicious  position,  and  hastily  run  up  a 


craggy  rock.  Those  dangers  might  be  avoid- 
ed, from  the  transparency  of  the  water,  but 
for  the  continued  thick  fogs  which  prevail  al- 
most as  constantly  as  cn  the  Grand  Bank. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  mail  a few  hours  after 
I anchored  at  Detroit,  I learned  the  critical 
stale  of  our  army  on  the  peninsula,  and  that 
the  Somers  and  Ohio  had  been  captured. — 
The  craft  from  the  flats,  with  part  of  my  guns 
am!  shot,  had  not  yet  arrived — but  being  cer- 
tain my  presence  would  be  necessary  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment,  I availed  myself  of 
a. fair  wind,  and  sailed  for  this  place,  where  I 
am  happ3*to  learn  that  our  army  feel  therm 
selves  perfectly  secure  where  they  are  I have, 
however,  sent  the  Lawrence,  Lady  Prevost 
and  Porcupine,  to  Buffalo  there  to  render  any 
assistance  which  may  be  required,  and  shall 
follow  myself,  in  the  course  of  24  hours. — 
There  is  such  an  imminent  risk  of  the  loss  of 
the  fleet,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  lying  to 
an  anchor  near  Buffalo,  where  the  bottom  is 
composed  entirely  of  sharp  rock,  a strong  cur- 
rent setting  down,  and  exposed  to  the  open 
lake,  from  whence  the  heaviest  gales  are  ex- 
perienced, that  I shall  not,  unless  ordered  po 
sitively  to  do  so  from  the  department,  continue 
there  a moment  longer  than  I can  ascertain 
the  commanding  general’s  views,  and  in  what 
way  the  fleet  can  co  operate  with  him.  Daily 
and  dearbought  experience  teaches  us  we  ought 
not  to  risk  our  fleet  in  a situation  where  they 
are  so  liable  to  be  lost.  Lieut.  Kennedy  has, 
no  doubt,  informed  you  of  the  total  loss  of 
the  Ariel,  after  being  on  float  and  ready  to 
move  from  there. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  re- 
spect, sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SINCLAIR. 

N.  B.  A;  company  of  riflemen  from  Sandus- 
ky, has  just  arrived  her®,  and  have  been  for- 
warded on  to  fort  Erie  without  delay. 

THE  INTERCEPTED  LETTERS. 

Miduliinackinack,  23th  July,  1814. 

Sir— -The  American  expedition,  destined 
for  the  attack  of  this  island,  having  at  length 
made  its  appearance,  under  the  command  of 
Gommodore  Elliot  and  lieut.  col.  Croghan 


strong  log  house  (such  as  were  made  when 
the  boats  were  built,  but  larger)  with  loop 
holes  and  embrasures  for  your  two  six  poun- 
ders, which  will  enable  you  to  defend  her 
should  you  be  attacked,  which  is  not  unlikely. 

The  mode  of  obtaining  her  cargo,  of  such 
value  to  us,  will  depend  upon  the  result  of  the 
attack,  which  we  daily  expect,  and  of  the  du- 
ration of  the  blockade  I see  no  other  way  of 
obtaining  the  provisions  but  by  bringing  them 
in  batteaux,  protected  by  the  carronadein  the 
bows  of  two  of  them. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant, 

RT  MdDOWELL,  lieut.  col 
commanding  at  Michilimackninaclt \ 

Y ou  will  probably  receive  instructions  from 
Kingston  as  to  your  conduct. 

Extract  from  a letter  to  TV.  D Thomas . esq. 
M.  D surgeon  \QUh  regt.  York  or  Kingston y 
dated  Nautauwasauga , 6 ih  Jug.  1814. 

“It is  now  nearly  a month  since  I left  York 
in  company  with  lieut.  Worsley  of  the  navy, 
on  my  way  to  the  land  of  promise,  but  things 
have  turned  out  rather  unfortunately,  for  you 
still  behold  me  a sojourner  in  the  wilderness. 
VY  e bad  waited  about  a week  on  the  banks  of 
this  river  before  the  Nancy  arrived,  during 
which  time  we  suffered  every  misery  that  you 
can  imagine  from  bad  weather  and  myriads  of 
musquitoes,  &c.  &c.  The  land  here  is  the 
most  barren  I have  seen  and  seems  to  have 
been  formed  from  time  to  time  by  the  washing 
of  lake  Huron,  it  being  for  upwards  of  two 
miles  composed  entirely  of  banks  of  sand,  on 
which  nothing  grows  but  small  brush  wood. 

| We  found  a number  of  indians  encamped  on 
the  lake  shore,  who  were  extremely  trouble- 
some before  the  vessel  arrived,  and  it  was  not 
possible  to  keep  them  out  of  our  wigwams. — 
V ou  may  therefore  judge  what  a pleasant 
sight  the  Nancy  was  for  us  : we  found  her  a 
very  fine  schooner  with  an  admirable  cabin, 
her  cargo  was  not  completed  before  Sunday 
last,  and  she  got  under-way  on  Monday,  with 
every  prospect  of  reaching  Mackinack  in  a 
short  time,  which  is  only  220  miles  from  hence. 
We  had  been  out  but  a few  hours,  when  we 
consisting  of  the  Niagara,  20  guns,  Lawrence,  j met  an  express  from  col.  M‘l)owell,  to  say 
20,  Hunter  brig,  8^  guns,  and  a large  schooner  | that  the  American  squadron  from  lake  Erie 

of  large  force  was  blockading  the  island,  and 


or  — - guns,  the  Mary  of  — guns,  five  gun- 
boats, and  the  Mink,  their  prizes,  I hasten 
to  apprize  you  of  this  circumstance,  lest  the 
Nancy  and  her  valuable  cargo  fill  into  their- 
hands,  and  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  take 
each  steps  for  their  preservation  as  will  ap- 


that  we  could  not  possibly  reach  it;  we  there- 
fore had  the  mortification  to  put  back  into 
this  wretched  place  where  we  are  busily  em- 
ployed in  erecting  a block-house  to  contain 
and  defend  the  stores  and  schooner  in  case  of 
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an  attack,  which  is  an  event  I have  no  doubt 
of ; but  I hope  from  the  strength  of  the  ground 
W orsley  has  chosen,  and  the  goodness  of  his 
crew,  that  we  shall  be  able  to  beat  off  a very 
strong  force.  The  river  is  too  narrow  to  sail 
up,  we  shall  therefore  only  have  gun-boats  to 
contend  with.  I hope  Mackinack  has  provi 
sions  for  three  months,  and  the  enemy  it  is 
said  cannot  keep  out  so  long  on  account  of  the 
climate,  so  that  the  Nancy  can  make  a run 


whose  name  the  sergeant  cannot  find,  now  m 
the  hospital,  badly  wounded, 

The  enemy’s  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is 
much  more  considerable  ; amongst  the  killed 
is  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Netle}r,  (ly- 
ing here)  capt.  Ratliff',  he  fell  in  attempting 
to  come  over  roy  quarters.  Notwithstanding 
the  number  of  muskets  and  pistols  which  were 
lired,  and  the  bustle  inseparable  from  enter- 
prizes  of  this  kind,  neither  the  fort  or  the 


Copy  of  a letter  from  lieut.  Conkling  to  capt. 
Kennedy . dated 

Fort  George,  U.  Canada,  Aug.  16th,  1814. 

Sir — With  extreme  regret  I have  to  make 
known  to  you  the  circumstances  attending  the 
capture  of  the  Ohio  and  Somers.  On  the 


nor  did  we  receive  a shot  until  past 
h they  might  have  destroy- 


late  in  the  season,  with  the  stores,  if  we  sue-  j Porcupine  attempted  to  fire  as  we  drifted  past 
ceed  in  defending  them.  I expect  the  man  | them, 
who  brought  the  express  the  other  day,  who 
has  gone  to  York,  and  intends  going  back  to 
Mackinack  in  a canoe.  I shall  trust  my  per 
son  with  him,  as  he  thinks  he  can  again  give 
Jonathan  the  slip.” 

(End  of  the  intercepted  letters.) 


Black  Rock,  thou^, 
ed  us  with  ease. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A M CONKLING. 

P S We  expect  to  be  sent  to  Montreal,  and 
perhaps  to  Quebec  directly. 

Eil  1*.  Kennedy , Esq.  commanding  U.  S. 
naval  force  on  Lake  Erie. 

Copy  of  a leUcr  from  com  Sinclair  to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  dated , 

U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Niagara,  oft  Erie,  10th  Oct.  1814. 

SI  R — I have  not  transmitted  you  the  inclos- 
night  of  the  12th,  between  the  hours  of 10  and ! correspondence  between  lieutenant-colonel 
1 2,  the  boats  were  seen  a short  distance  ahead  | ^‘Dowa11’  ln^elt  and  c°lonel  Vrogh.n^from 


of  the  Somers,  and  were  hailed  from  that 
vessel — they  answered  “provision  boats,” 
which  deceived  the  officers  of  the  deck,  as  our 
army  boats  had  been  in  the  habit  of  passing 


the  circumstance  of  my  having  been  referred 
j to  gentlemen  in  Detroit  for  the  character  of 
| John  Johnson,  the  subject  of  communiea- 
| tion  ; and  not  having  that  enquiry  in  my  pow- 


and  repassing  through  the  night,  and  enabled  ?r  untlJ  a *®w  From  the  best  ,n- 

tbem  to  driff  athwart  bis  hawser  and  cut  his  !f"rma"°,n  I have  gained,  from  a very  respecta- 
eables,  at  the  same  time  pouring  in  a heavy!?'6  g^^man  there,  1 am  induced  to  beheve 
fire  before  be  discovered  who  tl.ly  were.  In- ! tba  I!laJor  HobI,e?  was  m,slnfo;  med  as  »°  tbe 
spontaneously  they  were  along  side  of  me,  and  Fea'.c?araete"  «f  t,  at  m!";  and  was  "°  dou,ht 
notwithstanding  my  exertions,  aided  by  Mr.  ,cd  lnto  errorJb>r  someaf  *hosf  "’itches  who 
M‘Cally,  acting  sailing-master,  (who  was  soon  :are  cver  ceady  to  profit  by  the  distresses  of 
disabled,)  I was  unable  to  repulse  them  but  tbe‘r  neighbors.  Johnson,  it  seems,  was  ne- 
foramoment.  I maintained  the  quarter-deck : ver  a naturalized  citizen  or  magistrate  under 
until  mv  sword  fell,  in  consequence  of  a shot  our  government.  lie  isan  Irishman  by  birth, 
in  the  shoulder,  and  all  on  deck  either  wound-  a"d  a?  «<e  declaration  of  war  moved  over  to 
ed  orsurrounded  by  bayonets.  As  their  force  he,  Canada  slde>  but  n8lther  bo,,e  a™s  <”■ 
was  an  overwhelming  one,  I thought  further  ‘°°b  an-v  ,a?t,ve  Part  aSa,nst  tbe  Vn,ted 
resistance  vain,  and  gave  up  the  vessel  with  States'.  and  beal;6  11,6  cbaracter  f an  bon6st 
the  satisfaction  of  having  performed  my  duty,  ™an  i ]l  secma  a,s0  lhat  be  bas  a IarSe  fa”»  y 
and  defended  mv  vessel  to  tlie  last.  i ^pendent  on  h,s  fert‘0"s  for  suPPf . V »» 

therelore,  my  wish,  and  1 am  sure  the  wish  of 

List  of  killed  and  wounded 

OHIO.  $ 

Killed — John  Fifehill,  boatswain's  mate, 
shot  through  the  body. 

Wounded — Reuben  Wright,  shot  through 
the  arm.  Sailing-master  M‘Cally,  shot  thro’ 


the  thigh,  and  bayonetted  through  the  foot. — 
Sergeant  Eastman,  of  the  11th  regt.  of  the 
army,  wounded  in  the  neck  by  a musket  ball 
Granger,  1 1 th  regt.  wounded  in  the  arm. 


of  all  those  under  my  command,  should  the 
above  information  be  found  correct,  upon  a 
strict  enquiry,  that  the  government  authorise 
such  property  as  is  known  to  have  belonged 
to  Johnson  to  be  returned,  as  I cannot  feel  my- 
self empowered  to  restore,  under  auch  circum- 
stances, what  the  government  and  captors  are 
equally  interested  in,  nor  cculd  I reconcile  it 
to  my  feelings  to  reduce  to  poverty  the  honest 
industrious  man  for  the  benefit  of  enriching 


Weath,  1 1th  regt.  wounded  in  the  arm.  > mvself. 


-Whillers,  21st  regt.  wounded,  cut  in  the 


SOMERS 

Wounded — 'Samuel  Taylor,  shot  in  the  arm  J from  St.  Joseph 


j While  on  this  subject,  I think  it  correct  to 
] state  to  you,  the  pitiful  advantage  taken  of  the. 
j offer  made  of  payment  for  the  cattle  taken 
which  were  so  miserably 


and  cut  in  the  head.  Charles  Ordena,  cut  in  j poor,  that  had  I seen  them  before  they  were 
the  shoulder;  also  one  of  the  Ohio’s  marines,  I brought  on  board  they  should  not  have  been 
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butchered,  even  to  supply  the  necessities  of 
the  hospital  department.  And  yet,  knowing, 
as  they  did,  that  we  could  not  in  honor,  with- 
draw our  offer  of  payment,  they  brought  in  a 
bill  of  eight  hundred  and  eighty  eight  dollars 
and  some  cents,  for  lSOOlbs.  of  such  beef,  near 
ly  50  cents  per  pound,  which  was  actually 
paid  by  the  quarter-master  of  the  detachment; 
■Such,  sir,  is  the  boasted  honor  and  generosity 
of  our  enemy. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  high  re- 
spect, sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SINCLAIR. 

Hon.  Wm.  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  navy. 

Copy  of  a note  from  captain  Sinclair  and 
lieutenant-colonel  Croghan  to  lieutenant 
colonel  M Dowall , dated 

U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Niagara, 
off  Michilimackinae,  5tli  August,  1814. 

Commodore  Sinclair  and  lieutenant-colonel 
Croghan  present  their  compliments  to  lieu- 
tenant-colonel ATDowall,  and  request  the  fa- 
vor of  him  to  make  known  to  the  individuals 
who  owned  the  stock  on  the  Island  of  St.  Jo- 
seph’s, that  such  as  they  had  brought  off  for 
the  use  of  the  fleet,  and  army,  will  be  paid 
for  upon  application  on  board  the  fleet,  or  at 
any  military  post  in  the  United  States. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  lieutenant -colonel 
M‘ Dowall,  to  commodore  Sinclair  and  colo- 
nel Croghan,  dated 

Michilimackinae,  6th  August,  1S14. 

Gentlemen — I have  learned  with  a degree 
of  astonishment,  which  I have  scarcely  words 
to  express,  that  part  of  the  squadron  and  force 
under  your  command,  while  at  St.  Mary's,  in 
defiance  of  the  custom  and  usages  of  war  be- 
tween civilized  nations,  which  render  the  pri- 
vate property  of  individuals  sacred,  have  con- 
ducted themselves  while  at  that  place  with  a 
degree  of  rapacity  and  pillage,  most  disgrace- 
ful^ to  those  concerned,  and  utterly  ruinous  to 
the  respectable  inhabitants  who  have  suffered, 
consigning  several  of  them,  who  have  large 
families,  from  a state  of  ease  and  comparative 
affluence,  to  poverty  and  want. 

It  is  with  a feeling  of  pain  and  disappoint- 
ment that  I find  myself  compelled  to  credit, 
in  some  degree,  the  circumstances  to  which  I 
have  alluded.  1 would  hope  that  they  are 
exaggerated;  I would  hope  that  such  men  as 


ment  for  the  cattle  taken  from  St.  Josephs 
that  full  and  complete  compensation  will  be 
made.  Should  this  be  refused,  and  the  acts 
alluded  to  not  be  disavowed,  it  will  become  my 
duty  to  represent  the  same  to  the  govern  or 
general  of  the  Canadas,  and  to  urge  the  ne- 
cessity of  a severe  retaliation  for  the  outrages 
which  have  been  committed.  This,  he  L?s  it 
constantly  in  his  power  to  inflict,  and  if  Og- 
densburg  and  Hamilton  arc  in  consequence 
plundered  and  laid  waste,  their  unfortunate 
inhabitants  will  not  be  at  a loss  to  point  out 
to  their  country  the  real  authors  of  the  mise- 
ry thus  brought  upon  them. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

RT.  M‘DOWAL,  lieut.col 
Glengary  light  infantry, 
Commanding  at  Michilimackinae. 
To  commodore  Sinclair, 
and  licut.  col.  Crogiian. 

P.  S.  The  bearer,  Mr.  Crawford,  is  my 
particular  friend,  and  the  proprietor  of  the 
the  cattle  taken  from  St.  Joseph’s. 

KT.  M DOWALL,  licut.  col. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  commodore  Sinclair  to 
lieutenant- colonel  Ml  Dowall,  dated 

U.  S.  ship  of  war  Niagara, 

off  Michilimackinae,  6th  Aug.  1814. 

Sir — Your  letter  of  this  day’s  date  has  just 
been  handed  me  by  Mr.  Crawford,  and  1 am 
proud  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  say  in  reply, 
that  my  own  sense  of  honor  and  justice  accord 
with  the  instructions  received  from  my  go- 
vernment as  relates  to  individuals  and  their 
property,  both  of  which,  1 am  convinced,  will 
ever  be  held  inviolate,  however  much  we  may 
be  urged  to  the  cruel  system  of  retaliation,  by 
the  unrelenting  and  barbarous  excesses  com- 
mitted by  his  majesty’s  arms  on  our  maritime 
frontier. 

This  is  a subject,  however,  to  be  discussed  be- 
tween our  respective  governments  The  volun- 
tary offer  made  yesterday  by  colonel  Croghan 
and  myself  to  pay  for  the  cattle  we  had  taken 
for  the  use  of  our  sick,  from  the  Island  of  St. 
Joseph’s,  supposing  them  to  be  private  pro- 
perty, might  have  assured  you  the  honorable 
course  we  meanl  to  pursue  ; but  as  it  appears 
not  to  have  done  so,  I will  give  you  further 
demonstration  in  the  following  extract  from 
my  orders,  given  the  naval  officer  eommand- 


mmmodore  Sinclair  and  lieutenant -colonel  ling  the  launches  sent  from  my ‘squadron  to 
Croghan  have  not  lent  the  sanction  of  their  eapturea  vessel  on  lake  Superior,  &c. 
name  to  acts  so  repugnant  to  the  genuine  feel 
ing»  of  a soldier,  so  destructive  to  thathonora- 


While  executing  the  foregoing  order,  in- 
dividuals and  their  property  must  be  respect- 


ble  fame  to  which  they  aspire,  and  which  has  jed  ; no  private  houses  or  property  molested  in 


a tendency  to  revive  in  oar  minds  the  exploits  j 
of  the  buccaneers  and  their  lawless  mode  of 


wariare. 

I repeat  to  you,  therefore,  gentlemen, 
conviction  that  this  wanton  robbery  of  unre 


any  way,  or  individuals  maltreated.” 

Orders  from  coloael  Croghan  to  major 
i Holmes,  who  commanded  the  land  forces  on 
my  | the  expedition,  were  of  a similar  nature.  The 
character  of  that  officer,  therefore,  forbids  a 


listing  individuals  was  unauthorised,  and  j shadow  of  suspicion  that  he  did  not  see  just 
doubt  not,  from  the  voluntary  offer  of  pay-  * grounds  for  seizing  ac  prize  the  property 
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brought  from  the  Sault  St.  Maries,  and; 
which  you  have  claimed  as  the  property  of j 
John  Johnson.  The  official  report  of  that! 
officer  to  colonel  Croghan  says — ‘-Much  of  the  | 
goods  we  have  taken  were  found  in  the  woods 
on  the  American  side,  and  were  claimed  by 
the  agent  of  John  Johnson,  an  indian  trader. 

I secured  this  property,  because  I thought  it  j 
was  good  prize  by  the  maritime  law  ofna-l 
tions,  as  recognized  in  the  English  courts 
(witness  the  case  of  admiral  Rodney,  adjudg- 
ed by  lord  .Mansfield) ; further,  because  John- 
son had  acted  the  infamous  part  of  a traitor, 
having  been  a citizen  and  a magistrate  of 
Michigan  territory  before  the  war,  and  at  its 
commencement,  and  now  discharging  the 
functions  of  a magistrate  under  the  British 
government;  because  his  agents  armed  the 
indians  from  his  store  house  at  our  approach 
— and,  lastly,  because  those  goods,  or  a consi- 
derable part  of  them,  were  designed  to  be 
taken  to  Mackinac:  pork,  salt  and  groceries 
composed  the  chief  part,  and  Johnson  him- 
self passed  Mackinac  since  the  squadron  ar- 
arrivedat  St.  Joseph’s.'’  Under  such' circum- 
stances, sir,  I cannot  but  feel  it  my  duty  to 
hold  this  property  for  adjudication,  or  until 
the  pleasure  of  my  government  can  be  known 
as  to  the  disposal  of  it.  In  the  mean  time,  an 
inventory  of  every  article  brought  on  board 
my  squadron  has  been  taken,  and  whatever 
may  be  the  issue,  you  may  rest  assured  that 
justice  shall  be  strictly  observed,  and,  if  re- 
stored to  the  claimant,  a flag  be  granted  for 
its  transportation. 

Your  friend,  Mr.  Crawford,  has  been  paid 
for  his  cattle. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  respectfully, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  SINCLAIR, 
Commodore , commanding  U S. 
naval  force  on  the  Upper  Lakes. 
Lieut,  col.  M‘Dowall, 

Glengary  light  infairtry, 

commanding  at  Michilimackinac. 


BATTLE  OF  CHAMPLAIN. 

To  (he  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Gentlemen — Will  you  have  the  goodness  to 
publish  in  the  National  Intelligencer  the  in- 
closed copies  of  a letter  to  the  hon.  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy,  and  of  a report  to  commo- 
dore Macdonough,  both  of  which  are  substan- 
tially correct,  though  perhaps  not  verbally, 
having  been  written  in  such  haste  as  to  de- 
prive me  of  an  opportunity  of  having  a per- 
fectly correct  copy  made. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROB.  HENLY. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  lieut.  Henly.  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy , dated 

U.  S.  brig  Eagle,  off"  Plattsburg,. 

September  12,  12 1 4. 

Sir — Permit  me  to  make  you  acquainted 


with  that  part  of  the  action  of  yesterday, 
which  was  particularly  borne  by  the  vessel 
which  I had  the  honor  to  command,  as  it  may 
not  appear  in  the  official  report  of  captain 
Macdonough,  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  a true 
and  impartial  statement  of  facts. 

Being  at  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  Platts- 
burg,  in  a line  north  and  south,  at  the  distance 
of  about  one  hundred  yards,  the  Eagle  north, 
the  Saratoga  in  the  centre,  and  the  Ticonde- 
roga  south,  the  enemy  approached  in  a line 
abreast , with  a favorable  wind,  which  enabled 
him  to  choose  his  position;  his  brig  taking  her 
station  on  the  starboard  bow  of  the  Eagle,  at 
the  distance  of  about  a mile,  his  ship  about 
one  point  abaft  her  (the  Eagle’s)  beam,  and 
the  sloop  Linnet,  of  eleven  guns,  making  an 
effort  to  obtain  a raking-  position  under  our 
stern.  Perceiving  the  object  of  the  sloop,  I 
ordered  her  a broadside,  which  compelled  her 
immediately  to  strike  her  colors. 

I At  the  moment  when  the  enemy’s  ship  had 
| approached  within  point-blank  distance,  the 
Eagle  commenced  upon  her  a most  destructive 
fire  of  her  whole  broadside,  excepting  the  two 
long  18's  forward,  which  were  occasionally 
discharged  at  the  enemy’s  brig,  whe  frequent- 
ly relieved  her  position  and  kept  up  a raking 
and  most  destructive  fire  upon  this  vessel. 

I was  confident  that  it  was  of  the  highest 
importance,  in  order  to  ensure  success,  to  en- 
deavor first  to  carry  the  enemy's  ship.  For 
a great  length  of  time  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  action,  the  ship  levelled  her  whole 
force  upon  the  Eagle,  dealing  forth  destruc- 
tion. 

After  having  sustained  the  severest  of  the 
action  for  more  than  one  hour — having  my 
springs  shot  away — many  of  my  starboard 
guns  disabled,  and  not  being  in  a situation  to 
bring  one  of  them  to  bear  upon  either  the 
enemy’s  ship  or  brig,  I ordeied  the  cable  cut 
and  cast  the  brig,  taking  an  advantageous  po- 
sition a little  south  of  the  Saratoga,  bringing 
my  larboard  broadside  to  bear  upon  the  ship, 
which  was  very  soon  compelled  to  haul  down 
I her  colors.  Our  fire  was  now  directed  at  the 
brig,  which  struck  in  tfce  space  of  eight  mi- 
nutes, and  our  contest  terminated  in  victory. 
We  now  turned  our  attention  toward  the  gal- 
lies,  some  of  which,  it  is  believed,  sunk,  and 
the  residue  made  their  escape.  The  Eagle 
was  in  too  shattered  a condition  to  pursue 
them. 

I have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  surgeon's 
report  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the 
Eagle,  by  which  you  will  perceive  there  were 
j 13  killed  and  27  wounded,  most  of  them  se~ 

| vercly.  Also  a copy  of  the  report  of  the  me- 
ritorious conduct  of  my  officers  and  men* 
which  I made  to  capt.  Macdonough,  for  your 
information,  and  which  he  hr  s since  infoi  med 
me  he  had  lost. 
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. I have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  with  high  res- 
pect, your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  HENLEY. 

Copt/  of  a letter  from  lieut.  Henly  to  com. 

Macdorwugh , dated 

U.  S.  brig  Eagle,  off  Plattsburgh. 

September  1th,  1811. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  enclose  a report 
of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  Unit- 
ed States  brig  Eagle  under  my  command,  in 
the  action  of  yesterday.  And  while  in  the 
performance  of  this  painful  task,  permit  me 
sir,  to  profit  by  the  occasion,  to  perform  a 
more  gratifying  part  of  my  duty,  in  represent- 
ing to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  honora- 
ble the  secretary  of  the  navy,  the  brave  and 
good  conduct  of  my  officers  and  crew;  all 
whom,  I am  proud  to  say,  did  their  duty.  All 
performed  the  part  of  real  Americans;  during 
the  severest  shock  of  the  action  their  courage 
remained  unshaken.  Nothing  could  surpass 
the  coolness  and  deliberate  firmness  with 
which  e\ery  officer  and  man  performed  his 
respective  part. 

Early  in  the  action  I was  deprived  of  the 
services  of  that  excellent  officer  lieutenant 
Joseph  Smith,  who  was  wounded  and  carried 
below,  but  returned  to  his  duty  before  the 
close  of  the  action.  He  went  into  action  in 
that  cool  and  deliberate  manner  which  marks 
the  truly  brave  man. 

The  gallant  acting  lieut.  William  A.  Spen- 
cer shortly  after  received  a severe  wound  in 
the  head,  and  was  also  carried  below,  but  re- 
sumed his  station  previous  to  the  close  of  the 
action. 

Acting  sailing  master  Daniel  Record  was 
slightly  wounded,  but  did  not  leave  the  deck. 
Acting  lieut.  James  Loomis,  midshipmen 
Chamberlin,  Mechesney  and  Tardy  behaved 
with  great  spirit — in  short,  sir,  every  officer 
and  man  acted  bravely  and  much  to  my  satis- 
faction. 

The  zealous  and  active  attention  of  acting 
surgeon  Izrael  Stoddart  to  the  unfortunate 
officers  and  men  who  were  wounded,  entitles 
him  to  my  warmest  thanks,  and  I should  be 
extremely  gratified  to  see  him  rewarded  by 
an  appointment  as  surgeon  in  the  navy. 

Mr.  Augustus  Loomis,  a volunteer,  was  very 
active  and  useful;  and  through  you,  sir,  I beg 
leave  to  recommend  him  to  the  consideration 
of  the  honorable  the  secretary,  for  a lietenan- 
cy  of  marines;  and  earnestly  request  that  act- 
ing lieuts.  Spencer  and  Loomis  may  be  con- 
firmed in  their  appointments  as  lieutenant  s. 

Mr.  Record,  whom  I appointed  at  Vergen- 
nes  as  acting  sailing  master,  has  proved  him- 
self a good  and  worthy  officer,  if  it  should 
please  the  honorable  secretary  to  confirm  his 
appointment  I should  be  much  gratified.  A1 
so  Messrs.  Edward  Smith  as  gunner;  Charles 
Johnson  as  carpenter,  and  John  YvTilson  as 


boatswain — they  behaved  well  and  are  worthy 
of  warrants  in  the  navy. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  HENLEY. 
Com.  Thos.  Macdonough. 


CRUIZE  OF  THE  ADAMS. 

Copies  of  letters  from  captain  Charles  Mor~ 
ris  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy , 

Hambden,  (D.  Maine.)  Aug.  22,  1811. 

U.  S.  ship  Adaius. 

Sir — After  leaving  Savannah  we  proceeded 
to  the  northward  of  the  Matanilla  Reef,  where 
we  remained  waiting  for  the  Jamaica  convoy 
till  the  22d  May,  when  we  learned  from  a 
neutral  vessel  they  had  passed  us  the  preced- 
ing night.  We  then  made  sail  to  the  north- 
ward, and  on  the  24th  got  sight  of  the  con- 
voy, from  which  we  were  chased  by  two  ships 
of  war;  saw  them  again  the  next  morning, 
but  the  weather  being  pleasant  and  the 
wind  fair,  they  kept  in  very  close  order, 
and  their  convoying  force  being  too  strong 
for  us  to  injure  them,  except  in  case  of 
separation,  we  bore  up  to  the  eastward,  in- 
tending to  cruise  a few  days  upon  the  banks. 
— On  the  9th  June  met  with  islands  of  ice 
and  very  thick  weather  in  lat.  41,  40 — the  fog 
continuing  for  several  days  and  the  thermome- 
ter indicating  the  vicinity  of  ice  very  fre- 
quently, we  stood  to  the  southward  and  east- 
ward until  we  were  clear  of  it.  June  24th, 
in  lat.  46,  captured  and  destroyed  the  British 
brig  Hunter,  of  10  guns,  20  men,  with  a car- 
go of  fish  from  Newfoundland  to  Corunna, 
June  28th,  in  lat.  48,  captured  and  destroyed 
the  British  brig  Mary,  from  France  to  New- 
foundland with  salt.  On  the  3d  July,  made 
the  Blasquit  Islands  on  the  west  coast  of  Ire- 
land ; on  tha  4th  chased  two  vessels  into  the 
mouth  of  the  Shannon,  but  the  wind  being 
strong  from  the  westward  and  a heavy  sea, 
we  were  obliged  to  hauloutof  the  bay  ; stood 
to  the  northward  and  cruised  off  Broadhaven 
till  the  9th,  but  the  weather  was  so  thick  that 
we  saw  not  a single  vessel ; we  then  returned 
to  the  southward  and  eastward.  In  lat  49. 
long.  10,  while  in  chase  of  a large  merchant 
ship  discovered  a frigate  under  our  lee  bow 
from  which  we  were  obliged  to  tack,  she  conti- 
nued in  chase  of  us  through  the  day  and  by  her 
superior  sailing  had  closed  nearly  within  gun- 
shot by  sunset;  at  8 P M.  cut  away  our  an- 
chors and  hove  two  boat  guns  overboard,  it 
falling  calm  during  the  night,  got  our  boats 
ahead  to  tow,  by  day  light  had  left  the  frigate 
five  miles  astern;  the  chase  was  however  con- 
tinued till  10  o’clock  the  next  night,  when  by 
altering  our  course  we  lost  sight  of  her.  Re- 
turning again  to  the  southw  ard  on  the  morning 
of  the  19th  in  lat.  49,  20,  discovered  a frigate 
under  our  lee  bow  tacked,  and  made  sail  from 
him;  two  hoars  after  discovered  another  ship 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER—  SUPPLEMENT*  TO  VOL  Vti. 


.O/ 


of  \Var  on  oar  weather  beam  in  chase  of  us,  by  [situations,  in  order  to  draw  small  delacliinenis 
itocn  we  had  lost  sight  of  the  first  in  the  haze,  on  shore.  Hut  in  this  they  were  disappoint 


the  otner  continued  the  chase  at  about  four 
miles  distance,  till  the  evening  of  the  20th 
when  in  lat.  56  we  lost  sight  of  min  by  chang- 


ed, and  1 determined  to  alter  the  plan  which 
you  have  suggested;  which  was  to  pass  the 
different  villages  as  if  the  object  of  the  expe- 


ag  our  course.  Althougn  every  possible  pre  dition  Was  Prairie  du  Chicn , for  several  rea- 
ak.en  to  guard  against  the | sons — first  that  i might  have  an  opportunity 


caution  nad  been  taken  io  guard  against 
scurvy,  we  had  nothing  sufficiently  powerful 
to  counteract  the  effect  of  continued  wet,  foggy 
and  cold  weather  which  had  prevailed  for  fifty 
days,  so  many  of  the  men  were  now  afflicted 
with  it,  and  their  number  so  rapid iy  increasing 


of  viewing  the  situation  of  the  ground  to  en- 
able me  to  select  such  a landing  us  would 
bring  our  artillery  to  bear  on  the  villager 
with  the  greatest  advantage,  i was  likewise 
in  hopes  a party  would  approach  us  with  a 


•as  to  render  our  immediate  return  to  port  hag,  from  which  I expected  to  learn  the  situs- 
in  dispensable;  every  diligence  was  accordingly  tion  of  affairs  at  the  Prairie,  and,  ascertain 
used  m getting  to  tiie  westward,  keeping  in  the  in  some  measure  their  numbers  and  perhaj  h 


track  of  the  Newfoundland  trade.  Juiy  2bth, 
captured  and  destroyed  English  schooner  Fa- 
vorite with  salt  for  Newfoundland.  Aug.  7th, 
captured  the  British  ship  Paris,  from  Quebec 
to  Loudon,  with  a cargo  of  lumber  and  a few 
skins,  took  out  a part  of  theskinsand  destroyed 
her.  On  the  16th  August,  captured  and  de- 
stroyed the  English  schooner  Maria,  with  a 
cargo  of  lumber  from  St  Andrews,  N.  i». 
bound  to  Newfoundland.  At  4 A.  M.  on  the 
17cn  August  the  weather  being  very  thick 
and  foggy,  the  ship  ran  on  shore  upon  the  Isle 
cf  Haute,  but  after  landing  the  sick,  prisoners, 
and  a few  stores  we  succeeded  in  getting  her 
Gif  and  bringing  her  to  this  place.  The  extent 
of  the  injury  she  has  received  cannot  yet  be 
ascertained,  but  it  is  feared  she  will  require 
considerable  repairs,  as  she  makes  about  9 feet 
water  an  hour.  Our  sick  have  not  yet  joined 
us,  but  are  comfortably  situated  at  Camfoden 
Under  charge  of  the  purser  and  surgeon’s  mate. 

Very  respectfully*  your  ob’dt.  serv’t. 

€.  MORRIS. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


bring  them  to  a council,  when  I should  have 
been  able  to  have  retaliated  on  them  for  their 
repealed  acts  of  treachery;  cr  if  they  were 
>ec  determined  to  attack  us,  i was  in  hopes  to 
J\v  draw  them  some  distance  from  their  towns  to-* 
wards  the  rapids,  run  down  in  the  night  and 
destroy  them  before  they  could  return  to  then' 
defence.  But  in  this  i was  disappointed— thd 
wind  which  had  been  in  our  favor,  began  to 
shift  about  at  the  time  we  passed  the  mouth 
of  Rock  river;  and  by  the  time  we  reached 
the  head  of  the  island,  which  is  aboat  a mild 
and  a half  long,  it  blew  a perfect  hurricane, 
quarterly  down  the  river,  and  it  was  with  difTL 
culty  we  made  land  at  a small  island  contain* 
ing  six  or  eight  acres  covered  with  willows* 
near  the  middle  of  the  river  and  about  sixty 
yards  from  the  upper  end  of  the  Bland.  In 
tiiis  situation  I determined  to  remain  during 
the  night  if  the  storm  continued — as  1 knew 
the  anchors  of  several  of  the  boats  in  that 
event  would  not  hold  them  and  there  v.  as  a 
great  probability  of  theii*  being  drifted  on  skn<5 
bars,  of  which  the  river  is  full  in  this  place* 
which  would  have  exposed  the  men  very  mudj 
in  getting  them  off,  even  if  they  could  have 
prevented  their  filling  with  Water. 

It  was  about  4 o'clock  in  the  evening  Wharf 
we  were  compelled  to  land;  and  large  parties 
of  Indians  were  on  each  side  of  the  fiver  as 


SKIRMISH  AT  ROCK  RIVER. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  major  Taylor  to  gen. 

Howard , dated 

Fort  Minlison,  Sept.  6th  1314. 

Sir — In  obedience  to  your  orders,  i left 
fort  Independence  on  the  2d  Lilt,  and  reached  well  as  crossing  in  different  directions  in  Co-* 


Rock  river,  our  place  of  destination,  on  the* 
evening  of  the  4th  inst.  without  meeting  a 
single  indiau  or  any  occurrence  'worthy  of  re- 
lation. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  Rock  river* 
the  Indians  began  to  make  their  appearance 
inconsiderable  numbers;  running  up  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  the  upper  village  and  crossing  the 
river  below  us.  After  passing  Rock  river* 
which  is  very  small  at  the  mouth,  from  an  at- 
tentive and  careful  examination  as  I proceed- 
ed up  the  Mississippi,  b was  confident  it  was 
impossible  for  us  to  enter  its  mouth  with  our 
large  boats.  Immediately  opposite  its  mouth, 
a large  island  commences,  which,  together 
with  the  western  shore  of  the  Mississippi, 
was  covered  with  a considerable  number  of 
horses;  which  were  doubtless  placed  in  those 
VOL,  VII, 


noes— -but  not  a gun  was  fired  from  either 
side.  The  wind  continued  to  blew  the  whole! 
night  with  violence  accompanied  with  ser.  d 
rain;  which  induced  hie  to  order  Die  ccnti* 
nels  to  be  brought  in  and  plated  ifi  the  bow  of 
each  boat— about  day  light  capt.  Whiteside** 
boat  was  fired  on  at  the  distance  of  about  Id 
paces,  and  a corporal  who  was  on  the  outside 
tif  the  boat  was  mortally  wounded— my  or- 
ders were,  if  a boat  was  fired  on  to  return  It; 
but  not  a man  to  leave  ihe  beat  without  posi- 
tive orders  from  myself— so  soon  as  k got 
perfectly  light,  as  trie  enemy  continued  about 
the  boat,  I determined  to  drum  them  fro  fit 
the  island,  let  their  numbers  be  What  they 
might:  provided  we  were  able  to  do  so.  i th6u. 
assigned  to  each  boat  a proper  guard,  (brfoed 
the  troops  for  action  and  pushed  through  ih$ 
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willows  to  the  opposite  shore,  but  those  fel- 
lows who  had  the  boldness  to  lire  on  the 
boats,  cleared  themselves  as  soon  as  the 
troops  were  formed,  by  wading  from  the 
island  we  were  encamped  on,  to  the  one  just 
below  us  Capt.  Whitesides  who  was  on  the 
left,  was  able  to  give  them  a warm  lire  as 
t hey  reached  the  island  they  had  retreated  to 
They  returned  the  lire  for  a few  moments, 
when  they  retreated.  In  this  affair  wc  had 
two  men  bad iy  wounded.  When  capt.  White 
sides  commenced  the  fire  I ordered  captain 
I lector  to  drop  down  with  his  boat  to  ground 
and  to  rake  the  island  below  with  artillery, 
and  to  fire  on  every  canoe  he  should  discover 
p isslng  from  one  shore  to  the  other  which 
should  come  within  reach.  In  this  situation 
he  remained  about  one  hour,  and  no  Indians 
making  their  appearance,  he  determined  to 
drop  down  the  island  about  sixty  yards  and 
destroy  several  canoes  that  were  laying  to 
shore.  This,  be  effected,  and  just  on  setting 
his  men  on  board,  the  British  commenced  a 
fire  on  our  boats  with  a six,  a four,  and  two 
swivels  from  behind  a f\oH,  that  completely 
covered  them.  The  boats  were  entirely  ex- 
posed to  the  artillery,  which  was  distant  about 
three  hundred  and  fifty  paces  from  us.  So 
soon  as  the  first  gun  tired,  1 ordered  a six 
pounder  to  bo  brought  out  and  placed,  but, 
on  recollecting  a moment,  I found  the  boat 
would  be  sunk  before  any  impression  could 
be  made  on  them  by  our  cannon,  as  they 
were  completely  under  cover,  and  had  alrea- 
dy brought  their  guns  to  bear  on  our  boats 
-—for  the  round  shot  from  their  six  passed 
through  iieut.  Hempstead's  boat,  and  shatter- 
ed her  considerably,  I then  ordered  the  boats 
to  drop  down,  which  was  done  in  order  and 
conducted  with'  the  greatest  coolness  by  every 
officer,  although  exposed  to  a constant  tire 
iYpm  the ir  artillery  for  more  than  half  a mile. 
Bo  soon  as  they  commenced  tiring  from  their 
artillery,  the  Indians  raised  the  yell  and  com- 
menced firing  on  us  in  everydirection,  whether 
they  were  able  to  do  us  any  damage  or  not, 
from  cachiside  of  the  river.  Capt.  Hector,  \^bo 
was  laying  to  the  shore  of  the  island,  was  at- 
tacked the  instant  the  first  gun  was  fired,  by 
a very  large  party,  and  in  a close  and  well 
contested  contest,  of  about  fifteen  minutes, 
they  drove  them,  after  giving  three  rounds  of 
grape  from  his  three  pounder.  Capt.  White- 
sides,  who  wm  nearest  to  capt.  Hector  dropped 
down  and  anchored  nigh  lam,  and  gave  the 
enemy  several  fires  with  his  swivel;  but  the 
wind  was  so  hard  down  stream  as  to  drift  his 
anchor.  Capt.  j lector  at  that  moment  got 
his  boat  off,  and  we  were  then  exposed  . to 
the  fire  of  the  Indians  for  two  miles,  which 
we  returned  with  interest  from  our  small 
arm*,  and  s mil  pieces  or  artillery,  whenever 
v/cl  rdd  get  them  to  bear.  1 was  compelled  to 


place  presented  itself  for  landing,  as  but  few 
of  the  boats  had  anchors  sufficient  to  stop  them 
in  the  river.  Iiere  i halted  for  the  puvrese 
of  having  the  wounded  attended,  and  some  of 
the  boats  repaired,  as  some  of  them  had  been 
injured  by  the  enemy’s  artillery.  They  foi- 
loweduain  their  beats  until  wc  halted  on  a 
small  prairie,  and  prepared  for  action,  when 
they  returned  in  as  great  a hurry  as  they  fol- 
lowed us. 

I then  collected  the  officers  together,  and 
put  the  following  question  to  them.  Are  we 
able,  334  effective  men,  officers,  non  commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates,  to  fight  the  enemy, 
with  any  prospect  of  success  and  effect, 
which  is  to  destroy  their  villages  and  coin?' 
They  were  of  opinion  the  dbemy  was  at  least 
three  men  to  one,  and  that  it  was  not  practi- 
cable "to  effect  either  object.  I then  deter min- 
ed to  drop  down  the  river  to  the  Lem  cine  . 
without  delay,  as  some  of  the  ranging  officers 
i nformed  me  their  men  were  short  of  provi- 
sions, and  execute  the  principal  object  of  the 
expedition  in  erecting  a fort  to  command  the 
river.  This  shall  be  effected  as  soon  as  prac-  ' 
ticable,  with  the  means  in  my  power,  and 
should  the  enemy  attempt  to  descend  the  ri- 
ver in  force  before  the  fort  can  he  completed, 
every  foot  of  the  way  from  the  fort  to  the 
settlements  shall  be  contested. 

In  the  affair  at  Hock  river,  I had  eleven 
men  badly  wounded,  three  mortally,  of  whom 
one  has  since  died. 

I am  much  indebted  to  the  officers  for  their 
prompt  obedience  to  orders,  nor  do  I believe 
a braver  set  of  men  could  have  been  collected 
than  those  who  compose  this  detachment. — 
But,  sir,  I conceive  it  would  have  been  mad- 
ness in  me,  as  well  as  a direct  violation  of  my 
orders  to  have  risked  the  detachment  without 
a prospect  of  success. 

I believe  I should  have  been  fully  able  to 
have  accomplished  your  views  if  the  enemy 
had  not  been  supplied  with  artillery,  and  so 
advantageously  posted  as  to  render  it  im- 
possible for  us  to  have  dislodged  him  without 
imminent  danger  of  the  loss  of  tire  whole  de- 
tachment. 

I am  sir,  yours,  &.C. 

ZA.  TAYLOR,  brev.  maj. 

Cam-  detachment. 


GENERAL  RIPLEY’S  REPORT, 

Of  the  battle  of  the  15th  Aug.  near  fort  Erie, 
not lraving yet  appeared  in  the  Register, and 
the  conduct  of  some  brave  officers  on  the  oc- 
casion thus  passing  unnoticed  and  unreward- 
ed by  that  tribute  of  public  applause  and  his- 
toric fame  enjoyed  by  others  in  similar  ca- 
ses; wo  think  the  following  copy  of  an  official 
letter  to  general  Gaines,  the  senior  officer 
insertion. 


.op  do-yu  about  three  miles,  tym ore  a proper 


at  that  post,  entitled  to 
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i Brigadier- General  Gaines. 

Sir — I take  trie  liberty  of  reporting  to  you 
tbe  course  of  operations  on  the  let t slunk  ot 
the  camp,  during  the  action  of  the  loch 

From  indications  s:v  isfuctory  to  me,  I was 
persuaded  very  early  of  the  enemy’s  design  of 
attacking  ns  in  our  position.  Before  any  a 
larm,  I caused  my  brigade  to  occupy  their  a- 
lam  posts.  On  the  first  fire  of  the  picket, 
captain  Towson  opened  his  artillery  upon 
them  from  Fort  Williams,  in  a style  which 
does  him  infinite  credit;  it  was  continued  with 
very  great  effect  upon  the  enemy  during  the 
whole  action. 

The  enemy  advanced  will)  fixed  bayonets, 
and  attempted  to  enter  our  works  between  the 
fort  and  water,  They  brought  ladders  for  the 
purpose  of  scaling,  and  in  order  to  prevent 
their  troops  from  resorting  to  any  other 
course  excepting  the  bayonet,  had  caused  aFl 
the  flints  to  lie  taken  from  their  muskets. 
The  column  that  approached  in  this  direction 
consisted  of  and  amounting  in 

number  to  at  least  1509  men — and  according 
to  the  representation  of  prisoners  they  were 
2,000  strong.  The  companies  posted  at  the 
point  of  the  works  which  they  attempted  to 
escalade,  were  capt.  Boss's,  capt.  Tdarslon's, 
licut.  Bowman's,  and  lieut.  Lurned’s  of  the 
21st  regiment,  not  exrcceding  :,C0  men,  under 
command  ofmaj.  W ood,  of  the  engineer  corps. 
On  the  enemy's  approach  they  opened  their 
musketry  upon  t hem  in  a manner  the  most 
powerful.  Fort  Williams  and  this  little  band, 
emitted  one  broad  uninterrupted  sheet  of  light 
— -he  enemy  were  repulsed.  They  rallied, 
came  on  a second  time  to  the  charge,  and  a 
party  waded  round  our  line  by  the  lake,  and 
came  in  on  the  dank — but  a reserve  of  two 
companies,  posted  in  the  commencement  of 
the  action  to  support  this  point,  marched  up 
and  fired  upon  the  party — they  were  all  killed 
or  taken.  Five  times  in  this  manner  did  the 
enemy  advance  to  the  charge — five  times 
were  their  columns  beaten  back  in  the  utmost 
confusion  by  a force  one  sixth  of  their  num- 
bers; til1  at  length,  finding  the  contest  una- 
v *.iing,  they  retired.  At  this  point  we  made 
11*7  prisoners. 

During  the  contest  in  this  quarter,  the 
lines  of  the  whole  left  wing  were  perfectly 
lined,  m addition  to  the,  reserves;  and  T found 
myself  able  to  detach  three  companies  of  the 
23d  regiment  from  the  left,  to  reinforce  the 
troops  at  fort  Eric,  viz:  captain  Wattles' s 
lieut.  Gamine's,  and  lieut.  Brown’s  companies 
— and  one  of  the  17th,  under  cape.  Chunn. 
They  were  in  the  fort  during  the  time  of  the 
explosion,  and  their  conduct  is  highly  spoken 
of  by  maj  Brooke,  their  commanding  officer 
Indeed,  from  the  high  state  to  which  that  re- 
giment lias  been  brought  by  mai.  Brooke,  I 
am  convinced  that  no  troops  will  behave  bet- 
ter. 


In  submitting  to  your  view  the  conduct  of 
the  troops  under  my  command  on  this  occa- 
sion, 1 find  every  thing  to  applaud,  and  noth- 
ing to  reprehend.  The  utmost  coolness  arid 
subordination  was  manifested,  both  by  the 
21st,  and  23d  regiments.  To  maj.  Wood  1 
feel  particularly  indebted.  Tide-  officer's  merits 
are  so  well  known,  that  a \ probation  can 
scarcely  add  to  his  reputation.  lie  has  ti  e 
merit  with  his  Spartan  band,  in  connection 
with  captain  Towscn’s  artilk-ry,  of  defeating 
a vaunting  foe  of  six  times  Ids  force.  Major 
Brooke  did  every  tiling  in  Iris  power;  and  it 
affords  me  pleasure  stall  times  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  general  commanding  to  this  a- 
miable  and  accomplished  officer. 

Th  e officers  com  man  di  ng;  coni  1 a b icr  i n . m e- 
diatciy  engaged,  have  my  highest  commend  >- 
lions — their  conduct,  was  most  judicious  ami 
gallant.  1 cannot  refrain  from  adverting  b» 
the  manner  in  which  captain  Towscn's  artil- 
lery was  served — i have  never  teen  it  equalled. 
This  officer  has  so  often  distinguished  himself, 
that  to  say  simply  that  he  is  in  action,  is  a vo- 
lume of  eulogiun* — the  army,  only  to  be  in- 
formed he  is  there,  by  a spon’aneous  asseiff, 
are  at  once  satisfied  that  he  has  performed 
well  liis  part.  1 have  no  idea  that  there,  is 
an  artillery  officer  in  any  service  superior  to 
him  in  the  knowledge  and  performance  of  his 
duty. 

The  officers  I have  mentioned  as  command- 
ing companies  of  the  21st  and  23d  regiments, 
.are  particularly  commended  by  their  com- 
manding officers.  Captain  Mars!  on,  a most 
valuable  officer,  commanded  a first  line  cf 
three  companies  opposed  lo  the  enemy’s  co- 
lumn. Captain  Hopes  commanded  the  com- 
panies of  reserve.  Major  Wood  reports  in  the. 
highest  terms  of  the  good  conduct  of  the  su- 
balterns. Lieut.  Kiddieof  the  15th,  attached 
to  the  21st,  and  Hall,  and  ensign  Bean,  Jones, 
Camming,  and  Thomas  of  the  lfftb;  as  being 
extremely  active,  and  performing  their  duties 
with  alacrity. 

T*“  manner  in  which  lieutenant  Belknap, 
of  the  23d,  retired  with  his  picquct  guard  from 
before  the  enemy's  column,  excites  my  parti- 
cular-commendation. He  gave  orders  to  fire 
three  times  as  he  was  reheating  to  camp, 
himself  bringing  up  1 he  rear.  In  this  gallant 
manner,  lie  kept  the  light  advance  of  the  ene- 
my in  check,  for  a distance  of  two  or  three 
hundred  yards.  I have  to  regret,  that  when 
entering  our  lines  after  his  troops,  the  enemv 
pushed  so  close  upon  him  that  he  received  a 
severe  wound  from  a bayonet. 

Lieutenants  liushncl  and  Cissney,  of  the 
19th,  whilst  gallantly  engaged  with  the  ene- 
my at  fort  Erie,  were  both  severely,  if  not 
mortally  wounded.  Their  conduct  merits  Ike 
warmest  approbation. 

Permit  me  to  recommend  to  your  notice, 
’the  good  conduct  of  my  staff,  lieut.  Kirby,  of 
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the  corps  of  artillery,  my  aid-de-camp,  and 
lieut  Holding,  acting  brigade  major;  their 
activity  and  zeal  was  entirely  to  my  satisfac- 
tion 

I close  this  long  report,  with  stating  to  you 
in  the  highest  terms  of  approbation,  the  skil- 
fulness exhibited  by  doctor  Fuller, surgeon  of 
the  23d,  and  Drs.  Trowbridge,  surgeon  of  the 
gist  infantry,  with  their  mates,  Dr.  Gale,  of 
the  23d,  and  Dr.  Everett  and  Allen,  of  the 
gist,  their  active,  bumaije,  and  judicious  treat- 
ment of  the  wounded,  both  of  the  enemy  and 
of  our  ovyn,  together  with  their  steady  and 
constant  attention  to  the  duties  of  their  sta- 
tion, must  have  attracted  your  personal  ob- 
servation, and  I am  confident,  will  receive 
your  approbation. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  EL.  W.  RIPLEY, 

Brig  gen.  com.  2d  brigade. 
Fort -Erie,  U.  C.  August  \7th,.  18 14. 


SURRENDER  OF  ALEXANDRIA. 

In  council-,  Sept.  7,  1814, 
Present — Thos.  Herbert,  president,  John 
Gird,  And.  Fleming,  Henry  Nicholson,  J.  B 
Patton,  John  Cohagen,  James  Millan,  John 
H unter,  Reuben  Johnston,  It.  I.  Taylor,  Wm, 
Veitch,  Anthony  Abodes. 

The  following  narrative  of  the  occupation 
of  this  town  by  the  enemy  and  of  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  that  unfortunate  tran- 
saction, having  been  submitted  to  council  and 
duly  considered  and  examined,  the  council  do 


about  six  miles  below  the  city  of  Washington; 
the  depth  of  water  admitting  large  frigates  to 
come  to  the  very  wharves  of  the  town. 

It  is  totally  destitute  of  fortifications  of  any 
kind,  and  its  protection  against  invasion  by 
water,  depended  entirely  upon  a fort  about 
six  miles  below  the  town,  commonly  known 
by  the  name  of  Fort  Warburton,  which  was 
exclusively  under  the  control  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

About  the  month  of  July  last,  it  was  an- 
nounced that  gen.  Winder  was  appointed  to 
the  command  of  the  tenth  military  district  of 
the  United  States,  comprehending  the  district 
of  Columbia  and  a portion  of  the  adjoining 
states  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  including 
the  city  of  Baltimore. 

In  consequence  of  reports  that  the  enemy 
contemplated  an  attack  upon  the  city  of 
Washington,  the  municipal  authority  of  Alex- 
andria thought  it  advisable  to  appoint  a com- 
mittee of  vigilance  for  the  purpose  of  procur- 
ing information  of  the  approaches  of  the  ene- 
my, and  obtaining  assistance  and  advice  as  to 
the  measures  which  it  might  be  proper  to  pur- 
sue for  protection  and  defence.  As  soon  as 
this  committee  was  appointed,  they  caused 
representations  to  be  made  to  general  Winder 
of  the  defenceless  condition  of  the  town,  and 
earnestly  entreated  that  some  measures  should 
be  taken  for  its  protection.  Gen  Winder  was 
called  on,  because  it  had  been  distinctly  under*- 
stood  that  the  secretary  of  war  would  receive 
our  communications  through  this  channel  only. 
From  general  Winder  every  assurance  was 


unanimously  concur  therein,  and  it  is  there- 1 made  that  could  have  been  wished,  that  every 
upon  ordered,  that  it  be  published  in  both  of  [thing  in  his  power  should  be  done  for  the  pro- 
file papers  printed  in  this  town. 


T II  OkS . II E R B E AT,  president. 

Jit  a meeting  of  the  committee  of  vigilance, 
this  7 th  of  September,  1814, 

P resen t~rrC navies  Simms,  mayor  ; Joseph 
Dean,  Matthew  Robinson,  Jonah  Thomson, 
W m.  Herbert,  Thos.  Vo  well  Edmund  J.  Lee. 

The  following  narrative  of  the  occupation 
of  the  town  of  Alexandria  by  the  British  aqua 


teotion  of  the  town.  His  means  however  were 
Very  ill-considerables-— he  had  no  money  to  ex- 
pend in  fortifications  or  even  in  the  erection  of 
batteries  ; and  unless  some  defence  of  this 
sort  could  be  obtained,  the  town  would  lie  ex- 
posed to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  if  he  should 
approach  by  water  and  should  succeed  in  pas- 
sing the  fort.  The  committee  of  vigilance  was 
duly  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  provid. 


(iron,  was  submitted  to  trie  committee,  who,  jing  some  adequate  defence  against  an  attack 
upon  examining  the  same,  unanimously  concur 
in  it. 


CHARLES  SIMMS,  Chairman. 
Tiios.  Vo  well,.  Sec. 


by  water,  and  some  of  its  members,  under  ti  e 
authority  of  the  committee,  had  repeated  in*- 
terviews  with  gen.  Winder  on  this  subject* 
Jin  one  of  them,  the  president  of  the  United 


A respect  for  the  opinions  of  others,  and  a [States  was  present,  and  he  wrs  distinctly  giv- 
due  regard  for  the  character  of  the  citizens  of  en  to  understand,  that  urdei  s there  was  pro- 
Alexandria,  have  induced  the  municipal  au-|vided  an  adequate  defence  for  the  town,  it 
thorities  of  the  town,  to  exhibit  to  the  public  a j would  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy  and 
faithful  narrative  of  the  occupation  of  Alex-  would  be  compelled  to  make  the  best  terms 


ftndriaby  the  British  squadron  under  the  com 
mand  of  ca.ptain  Gordon,  together  with  the 
causes  which  led  to  that  distressing  event. 

To  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the 
{situation  and  condition  of  Alexn  ndriain  regard 
to  its  means  of  defence,  it  will  be  proper  to 
^tate,  that  it  is  situate  in  the  Ditsrict  of  Colum- 
bia, u pori  the  west  bank  pf  the  fiver  Potomac, 


in  its  power.  'These  representations  and  le- 
quests  produced  no  other  effect  than  the  repe- 
tition of  the  assurance  of  an  earnest  desire  on 
the  part  of  general  Winder  to  afford  every  as- 
sistance in  his  power. 

On  the  19th  of  August,  a levy  en  masse, 
was  made  of  the  militia  of  the  town  and  coun- 
tv of  Alexandria,  and  on  the  20lb  and  21st 
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they  were  ordered  to  cross  the  Potomac,  anti 
stationed  between  Piseataway  and  fort  War- 
burton.  They  took  with  them  all  the  artille- 
ry which  had  been  mounted  at  the  expense  oi 
the  corporation,  except  two  12  pounders,  which 
were  left  without  ammunition,  and  nearly  all 
the  arms  belonging  to  the  town  They  left 
no  men  but  the  exempts  from  age,  and  other 
causes,  ana  a few  who  had  not  reported  them 
selves  or  had  found  substitutes  ; and  it  is  not 
believed  that,  after  their  departure,  one  hum! 
rlvc.i  effective  aimed  men  could  have  been 
mustered  in  the  town.  The  two  iron  twelve  i 
pounders  remained  until  the  2.5th,  when,  A- ! 
lexmdria  being  open  to  the  enemy,  then  in  | 
full  possession  of  Washington,  they  weie  re 
moved  at  some  distance  from  the  town,  by  or- 
ders received  from  gen.  Young. 

On  the  night  of  the  24th,  the  Alexandria 
militia  were  ordered  to  re-cross  the  Potomac: 
thev  did  so,  and  were  marched  through  town 
wit  hout  halting,  to  the  country,  and  without 
giving  information  to  the  authorities  or  inha- 
bitants of  the  place  of  their  destination,  and 
on  die  evening  of  tee  27lh,  when  the  fleet  ap- 
proached, t e municipal  authorities  of  the 
town  knew  not  where  they  were.  It  has  since 
appeared  that  they  were  then  sationed  about 
nineteen  miles  from  town  by  the  orders  of 
gen.  Winder.  It  is  here  proper  to  state  that 
gen.  Winder  on  ihe  morning  of  the  24th  in- 
formed the  committee  of  vigilance,  who  wait- 
ed on  him,  that  tie  could  send  no  part  of  the 
forces  with  him  to  Alexandria;  but  that  he 
had  ordered  gen  Young  to  cross  over  to  Alex-s 
anclria,  if  practicable,  if  not  to  fall  down  the 
river.  The  committee,  of  vigilance,  on  re-! 
reiving  this  information,  sent  boats  over  toj 
the  Maryland  shore  sufficient  in  number  to 
bring  over  the  whole  of  gen.  Young's  force  at 
once;  but  when  the  boats  reached  him,  he 
had  received  orders  from  the  secretary  of  war 
to  retain  his  position,  as  gen.  Young  in  a com- 
munication to  the  mayor  stated. 

The  committee  of  vigilance,  despairing  of 
obtaining  any  assistance  from  the  general  go 
yernment,  and  having  information  of  the  ra- 
pid approach  of  the  enemy  towards  the  capi- 
tal by  land,  and  that  their  squadron  was  ap- 
proaching Alexandria  by  water,  deemed  it 
their  duty  to  recommend  to  the  common  coun- 
cil a resolution  to  the<oIl owing  effect : 

“That  in  case  the  British  vessels  should 
pass  the  fort,  or  their  forces  approach  the  town 
by  land,  and  there  should  be  no  sufficient 
force  on  our  part  to  oppose  them,  with  any 
reasonable  prospect  of  success,  they  should 
appoint  a committee  to  carry  a flag  to  the  oifi 
car  commanding  the  enemy’s  force  about  to 
attack  the  town,  and  to  procure  the  best  terms 
for  the  safety  of  persons,  houses,  and  proper- 
ty, in  their  power.” 

This  recommendation  was  made  on  the  day 
of  the  battle  at  Bladensburg,  and  on  the  same 


day  wag  unanimously  adopted  by  the  com- 
mon council. 

The  battle  of  Bladengburg  having  termi- 
nated in  the  defeat  of  our  troops,  and  gen. 
Winder  having  been  obliged  to  leties*.  from 
the  capital  towards  Montgomery  court-house, 
about  fifteen  miles  to  the  west  ot  it  the  city 
of  Washington  was  left  in  the  entire  posses- 
sion of  the  enemy.  The  citizens  of  Alexan- 
dria saw  nothing  to  impede  the  march  of  the 
British  to  their  town — saw  nothing  to  restrain 
them  from  committing  the  most  brutal  out- 
rages upon  the  female  portion  of  society,  hav- 
ing neither  arms  nor  men  to  make  delence 
with  ; the  president  of  the  United  States  and 
the  heads  of  ihe  departments  were  absent. and 
it  was  not  known  where  t hey  were  to  be  found; 
no  military  commander  or  officer  of  the  gene- 
ral government  was  present  to  director  advise. 

In  this  state  of  things  it  was  considered  by 
the  common  council  as  their  duty  to  send  a 
flag  to  the  British  commander  at  Washing- 
ton to  know  what  treatment  might  be  expcct- 
;ed  from  him  in  case  his  troops  should  ap- 
proach Alexandria,  and  should  succeed  in  ob- 
taining posses  ion  of  the  town.  Admiral 
Ccckfcurn,  to  whom  the  communication  was 
made,  assured  the  very  respectable  gentlemen 
who  bore  that  flag,  that  private  proper S\  of 
all  descriptions  should  be  respected  ; that  it 
was  probable  that  fresh  provisions  and  some 
flour  might  be  wanted,  but  that  whatever  they 
did  take  should  be  paid  for, 

While  these  things  were  going  on  in  the  city 
of  Washington,  the  British  squadron  bad 
been  gradually  ascending  the  Potomac,  and 
on  the  27th  of  August,  three  days  after  the 
battle,  at  Bladensburg,  it  reached  fort  War- 
burton.  No  change  had  taken  place  in  rela- 
tion to  the  means  of  the  defence  of  the  town 
!of  Alexandria.  Upon  the  fort  did  the  safety 
I of  Alexandria  now  entirely  depend.  Ti  e ci- 
tizens looked  with  great  anxiety  to  this  point 
for  protection.  But,  to  their  great  surprize 
and  mortification,  and  without  the  concur- 
rence or  wish  cf  the  municipal  authority  of 
the  town  or  of  any  member  of  it,  the  fort  was 
abandoned  and  the  magazine  blown  up  by  the 
| United  States’  garrison  on  the  evening  of  the 
27th,  without  firing  a single  gun. 

This  relinquishment  of  the  fort  decided  Ike 
fate  of  Alexandria.  Nothing  was  left  to  op- 
| pose  the  progressof  the  squadron,  and  on  the 
I morning  pf  the  28th  it  passed  the  ruins  of  the 
fort  on  its  way  to  the  town  , their  barges  had 
sounded  a considerable  distance  above.  About 
ten  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  28th,  after 
the  squadron  was  above  the  fort,  the  commit- 
tee appointed  by  the  council  to  bear  the  flag 
to  the  enemy,  in  case  they  should  pass  the 
fort , set  out  upon  their  mission,  and  proceed- 
ed to  the  ship  commanded  by  capt.  Gordon. 
They  requested  to  know  what  his  intentions 
; were  in  regard  to  the  town  of  Alexandria,— 
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They  were  informed  by  capt.  Gordon  that  he, 
would  communicate  Ins  terms  when  he  came 
opposite  the  town.  But  he  assured  them,  that, 
in  the  mean  time,  if  the  squadron  was  not 
molested  by  the  inhabitants, thepersons, houses 
and  furniture  of  the  citizens  should  not  be  in- 
jured. One  of  the  gentlemen  who  attended 
the  Hag  was  the  mayor.  Upon  his  return  from 
the  squadron,  he  was  informed  that  a small  de- 
tachment of  cavalry  from  the  army  of  gen. 
Kungerford  had  been  in  town,  probably  for 
the  purpose  of  reconn offering  the  enemy  ; 
that  it  had  remained  but  a short  time.  Upon 
enquiry  it  was  understood  that  the  army  of 
general  Hunger-ford  was  at  that  time  about 
sixteen  miles  from  Alexandria,'  on  its  march 
to  that  place,  having  followed  the  British 
squadron  along  the  shores  of  Potomac  a great 
part  of  its  way  up.  The  force  of  gen.  Hun- 
gerford  was  composed  of  infantry  and  cavalry, 
with  two  or  three  small  pieces  of  artillery, 
not  calculated  to  afford  any  protection  to  the 
town. 

The  municipal  authority  of  the  town  had 
received  no  advices  of  the  approach  of  this 
army  ; and  after  the  return  of  the  flag,  it  was 
too  late  to  enter  into  any  arrangements  with 
general  Hungerford  for  defence — he  was  too 
distant  to  afford  relief. 

The  squadron  having  suspended  its  approach 
to  the  town,  did  not  reach  it  until  the  evening 
.of  this  day.  On  the  morning  of  the  next  day, 
to  wit,  the  29th  of  August,  it  arranged  itself 
along  the  town,  so  as  to  command  it  fom  one 
extremity  to  the  other.  The  force  consisted 
of  two  frigates,  to  wit,  the  bea-Horse,  rating 
33  ‘guns,  and  Euryalus,  rating  36  guns,  two 
rocket  ships,  of  IS  guns  each,  two  bomb  ships, 
of  8 guns  each,  and  a schooner  of  2 guns, 
which  were  but  a few  hundred  yards  from  the 
wharves,  and  the  houses  so  situated  that  they 
might  have  been  laid  in  ashes  in  a few  minutes. 
About  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the 29th, 
capt.  Gordon  sent  to  the  mayor  the  following 
terms  ; 

His  majesty’s  ship  Sca-Hovse,  off  Alexandria, 

the  29th  day -of  August,  1814. 

Gentlemen — In  consequence  of  a deputa- 
tion yesterday  received  from  the  city  of  Alex- 
andria, requesting  favorable  terms  for  the 
safety  of  their  city,  the  undermentioned  are 
the  only  conditions  in  my  power  to  offer. 

The  town  of  Alexandria  (with  the  exeep 
tion  of  public  works)  shall  not  be  destroyed, 
unless  hostilities  are  commenced  on  the  part 
of  the  Americans;  nor  shall  the  inhabitants 
be  molested  in  any  manner  whatever,  ortheir 
dwelling  houses  entered,  if  the  following  ar- 
ticles are  complied  with. 

1$6  article.  All  naval  and  ordnance  stores, 
(public  and  private)  must  be  immediately  de- 
livered up. 

2nd  article.  Possession  will  be  immediately 
taken  of  all  the  shipping,  and  their  furniture 


.must  be  sent  on  board  by  the  owners  without 
delay. 

od  article.  The  vessels  that  have  been  sunk 
must  be  delivered  up  in  the  state  they  were  in 
on  the  19tli  of  August,  the  day  of  the  squad- 
ron passing  the  Kettle  Bottoms. 

4 th  article.  Merchandize  of  every  ciescrip- 
must  be  instantly  delivered  up  ; and,  to  pre- 
vent any  irregularities  that  might  be  commit- 
ted in  its  embarkation,  the  merchants  have  it 
in  their  option,  to  load  the  vessels  generally 
employed  for  that  purpose,  when  they  will  be 
towed  off  by  us. 

5th  article.  All  merchandize  that  has  been 
removed  from  Alexandria  since  the  19th  ipst. 
is  to  be  included  in  the  above  articles.  . 

6 th  article.  Refreshments  of  every  descrip- 
tion to  be  supplied  the  ships  and  paid  for  at 
the  market  price  by  bills  on  the  British  go- 
vernment. 

7th  article.  Officers  will  be  appointed  to  see 
that  the  articles  IS os.  2,  3,  4 and  5,  are  strict- 
ly complied  with,  and  any  deviation  or  non- 
compliance  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Alexandria  will  render  this  treaty  null  and 
void. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JAMES  A.  GORDON, 

Captain  of  his  majesty* s ship  Sea-Horse,  ciul 
senior  officer  of  II.  JW.  ships  before  Alexandria. 
To  the  Council  of  the  town  ot  Alexandria. 

Upon  the  mayor’s  receiving  them  he  sent 
for  the  members  of  the  commitllee  of  vigi- 
lance These  terms  were  borne  by  one  of  the 
officers  of  captain  Gordon’s  frigate,  who  stat- 
ed but  one  hour  was  allowed  him  to  wait  for 
a reply  to  them  Upon  their  being  read  by 
the  mayor  and  the  committee,  it  was  observed 
to  the  officer  by  the  mayor  and  one  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  it  would  be  impossible  that  the 
common  council  could  accede  to  several  of 
them — that  the  municipal  authority  of  the 
town  had  no  power  to  recal  the  merchandize 
that  had  been  sent  out  subsequent  to  the  19th 
of  August.  The  reply  of  the  officer  was,  in 
that  case  it  could  not  be  expected. 

He  was  further  informed  that  it  would  not 
be  in  the  power  of  the  common  council  to 
compel  the  citizens  to  assist  in  getting  up  the 
sunken  vessels.  The  officer  answered  that 
their  sailors  would  thpn  do  it.  He  was  re- 
quired to  explain  what  was  intended  by  the 
term  merchandize,  as  used  in  the  4th  article. 
He  answered  that  it  was  intended  to  embrace 
that  species  of  merchandize  only  which  was 
intended  for  exportation,  such  as  tobacco, 
flour,  cotton,  bale  goods,  &e. 

The  mayor  and  one  of  the  committee  re- 
quested to  know  whether  the  commodore  in- 
tended to  require  a delivery  of  any  more  of 
the  merchandize  than  he  could  take  away  with 
him.  He  answered  it  would  not  be  required. 
This  explanation  was  afterwards  recognized 
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by  captain  Gordon.  With  these  verbal  ex 
planations  the  preceding  terms  were  submitted 
to  the  common  council.  It  will  be  here  pro- 
per to  remark,  that  when  these  terms  were 
proposed  and  submitted  to  the  common  coun- 
cil, general  Hungerford  had  not  arrived 
with  his  army,  nor  did  it  reach  the  suburbs 
of  the  town  until  the  night  of  that  day 


its  part  to  enforce  compliance ; its  authority 
in  this  particular  being  limited  to  recommen- 
dation only.” 

In  the  execution  of  the  terms  imposed  by 
the  enemy  it  is  proper  to  state  that  the  verbal 
explanations  made  by  the  officer  to  the  may- 
or were  generally  adhered  to.  No  merchan- 
dize was  required  to  be  brought  back  to  the 


The  town  was  still  without  any  means  , of  town  ; no  assistance  was  required  of  or  ofier- 
defence,  and  it  was  evident  that  no  defence  ed  by  the  citizens  in  getting  up  the  sunken 
Could  avail,  but  that  species  of  force  which  I vessels.  The  depredations  of  the  enemy,  with 
'would  be  calculated  to  drive  the  ships  from) a few  exceptions,  were  confined  to  dour,  cot- 
their  mooring.  No  communication  had  been  i ton  and  tobacco,  which  they  carried  off  in 
received  from  the  officers  of  the  general ; some  of  the  vessels  then  at  the  town;  only 
government,  and  the  town  appeared  to  be!  one  vessel  was  burnt ; no  private  dwelling  was 
abandoned  to  its  fate.  Under  these  circum- j visited  or  entered  in  a rude  or  hostile  man- 
stances  the  common  council  could  have  no  ner,  nor  were  citizens  personally  exposed  to 
hesitation  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued.  The  j insult. 

citizens  of  the  town  of  all  descriptions,  with ) The  loss  sustained  from  the  enemy  it  is  be- 
an immense  value  of  property  were  entirely  lieved  will  not  exceed  the  following: — three 
in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  whose  naval  com- j ships,  three  brigs,  several  bay  and  river  craft  , 
mander,  according  to  the  proclamation  of  the ; the  number  of  which  has  not  been  ascertained; 
president  of  the  United  Slates,  dated  on  the  all  of  which  were  carried  away,  and  one  ship 
first  of  September,  ’has  declared  his  “purpose; burnt.  The  quantity  of  flour  carried  away 
to  be,  to  employ  the  force  under  his  direction  jit  is  believed  will  not  exceed  sixteen  thousand 
in  destroying  and  laying  waste  such  towns; barrels — about  one  thousand  hogsheads  tobac- 
and  districts  upon  the  coast  as  may  be  found  co,  one  hundred  and  fifty  bales  of  cotton,  and 
assailable.”  A similar  declaration  had  been! of  wine,  sugar  and  other  articles  not  more 


than  five  thousand  dollars  worth. 

Ths  editors  of  newspapers  throughout  the 
United  States,  are  respectfully  requested  to 


re-publish  the  above. 


The  following  is 


made  by  captain  Gordon  tothc committee  who 
bore  the  flag.  Against  the  attack  of  such  an 
enemy  was  the  town  of  Alexandria  without 
any  means  of  defence  whatever.  The  people 
of  the  town  were  at  his  mercy,  and  compelled 
to  yield  to  such  terms  as  the  “victor”  might 
prescribe.  If  the  mepabers  of  the  municipal 
authority  and  citizens  of  tlie  town  had  given 
loose  to  the  feelings  of  indignation  which  the 
occasion  had  excited,  and  had  sacrificed  the 
town  and  had  exposed  their  wives  and  daugh 
tors  to  the  wanton  insults  of  an  unv 
enemy,  they  would  have  betrayed  thei 
and  have  deplored  the  consequences 

The  common  council  therefore  were  obliged 
to  yield  submission  to  the  terms  as  explained, 
and  did  thereupon  pass  and  publish  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

V Resolved,  That  the  common  council  of 
Alexandria,  in  assenting  to  the  conditions  of- 
fered by  the  commander  of  the  British  squad- 
ron notv  off  the  town,  has  acted  from  the  im- 
pulse of  irresistable  necessity,  and  solely  from 
a regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  town, 
considers  the  assent  by  it  given  as  only  for- 
mal, inasmuch  as  the  enemy  already  had  it  in 
their  power  to  enforce  a compliance  with  the 
demand  by  a seizure  of  tlie  property  required  | Jar  0 c,{ot 

from  us  ; and  believing  the  safety  of  the  per- 
sons of  the  inhabitants,  of  their  dwellings,  and 
of  such  property  as  is  not  comprehended 
within  the  requisition,  to  depend  entirely  up- 
on the  observance  of  the  terms  of  it,  the  com- 
mon council  recommends  to  the  inhabitants 
an  acquiescence : at  the  same  time  it  does  ex 


the  official  letter  of  J.  A. 
Gordon  to  vice  admiral  Cochrane,  giving 
the  details  of  the  capture  of  this  place  by 
the  squadron  under  his  command,  dated 

Sea-horse,  Chesapeake,  September  9.  1814. 

Sir — In  obedience  to  your  orders  I pro 


pressiy  disclaim  the  powc 


sist  us  through  the  most  difficult  parts  of  the 
river  called  the  Kettle  Bottoms,  and  from 
contrary  winds,  we  were  unable  to  reach  fort 
Washington  until  the  evening  of  the  27th — 
nor  was  this  effected  but  by  the  severest  labor. 
1 believe  that  each  of  the  ships  was  no  less 
than  twenty  different  times  aground,  arid 
each  time  was  obliged  to  haul  off  by  main 
strength,  and  we  were  employed  warping  for 
— I five  whole  successive  days,  with  the  exception 
,lu  f„r._  a ^ew  hours,  a distance  of  more  than  50  miles* 
The  bomb- ships  were  placed  on  the  evening 
of  the  27th,  and  immediately  began  the  bom  - 
being  iuv  intention  to 
attack  it  with  the  frigates  at  day-light  the 
following  morning.  On  the  bursting  of  the 
first  shell,  the  garrison  were  observed  lore- 
treat  ; but  supposing  some  concealed  design.  1 
directed  the  fire  to  be  continued.  .At  8 o’clock, 
however,  my  doubts  were  removed,  by  the 


Meleuii 


Sea-horse,  Euryalus,  Devastation,  „F.lr»: 
n\  act  Oil  Erebus,  Ar.iia  .Maria  dlspate.i  ooat. 
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explosion  of  the  powder  magazine,  which  de- 
stroked  the  inner  buildings,  and  at  day-light 
■the  28lh  we  took  possession.  Besides  the 
principal  fort,  which  contained  tw  o 52,  two  32 
and  eight  24*  pounders,  there  was  a battery  I 
on  the  beach  of  five  18  pounders,  a martel- 
lo  tower  with  two  12  pounders  and  loop  holes 
for  musketry,  aud  a battery  in  the  rear  of  two 
12  and  six  pound  field  pieces.  The  whoie  of 
these  guns  were  already  spiked  by  the  enemy, 
and  their  complete  destruction,  with  their 
carriages  also,  was  effected  by  the  seamen  and 
marines,  sent  on  that  service  in  less  than  two 
hours.  The  populous  city  of  Alexandria  thus 
lost  its  only  defence  ; and,  having  buoyed  the 
channel,  1 deemed  it  better  to  postpone  giving 
any  answer  to  a proposal  made  to  me  for  its 
capitulation  until  the  following  morning,  when 
I was  enabled  to  place  the  shipping  in  such  a* 
position  as  would  ensure  assent  to  the  terms 
5 had  decided  to  enforce. 

To  this  measure,  1 attribute  their  ready  ac- 
quiesence,  as  it  removed  that  doubt  of  my  de- 
termination to  proceed,  which  had  been  raised 
in  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants'  by  our  army 
having  retired  from  Washington  ; this  part 
of  our  proceedings  will  be  further  explained 
by  the  accompanying  document. 

The  hon.  lieut.  Gordon  of  this  ship,  was 
sent  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  to  prevent  thp 
escape  of  any  of  the  vessels  comprized  in  the 
capitulation,  ajid  the  whole  of  those  which 
were  sea-worthy,  amounting  to  71  in  number, 
Were  fitted  and  loaded  by  the  31st. 

Capt.  Baker,  of  the  Fairy,  bringing  your 
orders  of  the  26th,  having  fought  his  way  up 
the  river,  past  a battery  of  five  guns,  and  a 
large  military  force,  confirmed  the  rumors 
which  had  already  reached  me  of  strong  mea- 
sures having  been  taken  to  oppose  our  re- 
turn; and  I therefore  quitted  Alexandria  with- 
out waiting  to  destroy  those  remaining,  stores 
which  we  had  not  the  means  of  bringing  away. 

Contrary  winds  again  occasioned  us  the  la- 
borious task  of  warping  the  ships  down  the 
river,  in  which  a day’s  delay  took  place,  ow- 
ing to  the  Devastation  grounding.  The  ene- 
my took  advantage  of  this  circumstance  to  at- 
tempt her  destruction  by  three  fire  vessels 
attempted  by  fire  rowboats;  but  their  object 
was  defeated  by  the  promptitude  and  gallan- 
try of  captain  Alexander,  who,  with  his  own 
boats,  and  being  followed  by  those  of  the 
other  ships,  chased  the  boats  of  the  enemy  up 
to  the  town  of  Alexandria.  The  cool  and 
steady  conduct  of  Mr.  Moore,  midshipman  of 
the  Seahorse,  in  towivg  the  nearest  fire  vessel 
on  shore,  whilst  the  others  were  removed 
from  the  power  of  doing  mischief  by  the  smal- 
ler boats  of  the  Devastation,  entitles  him  to 
my  highest  recommendation. 

The  Meteor  and  the  Fairy,  assisted  by  the 
.Ann  Maria  dispatch  boat,  a prize  gun  boat, 
and  a boat  belonging  to  the  Euryalus,  with  a 


howitzer,  had  greatly  impeded  the  progress 
ol  the  enemy  in  their  works,  notwithstanding 
which,  they  were  enabled  to  increase  their 
battery  to  1 1 guns,  with  a furnace  for  heat- 
I ing  shot.  On  the  third,  the  wind  coming  to 
the  N.  W.  the  /Etna  and  the  Erebus  succeed- 
ed in  getting  down  to  their  assistance,  and 
the  whole  of  us,  with  the  prizes,  were  assem- 
bled there  on  the  4th,  except  the  Devastation* 
which  in  spite  of  our  utmost  exertion  in  warp- 
ing her,  still  remained  five  miles  higher  up 
the  river.  This  was  the  moment  when  the 
enemy  made  his  greatest  efforts  to  effect  our 
destruction. 

The  Erebus  being  judiciously  placed  by 
captain  Bartholomew  in  an  admirable  position 
for  harrassing  the  workmen  employed  in  the 
trenches,  was  attacked  by  three  field  pieces, 
which  did  her  considerable  damage  before 
they  wet  e beaten  off  And  another  attempt 
being  made  to  destroy  the  Devastation  with 
fire  vessels,  I sent  the  boats,  under  captain 
Baker,  to  her  assistance;  nothing  could  ex- 
ceed the  alacrity  with  which  captain  Baker 
went  on  this  service,  to  which  I attributed  the 
immediate  retreat  of  the  boats  and  fire  ves- 
sels His  loss,  however,  was  considerable, 
owing  to  their  having  sought  refuge  under 
some  gur.s  in  a narrow  creek  thickly  wooded* 
from  which  it  was  impossible  for' him  to  dis- 
lodge them. 

On  the  5th,  at  neon,  the  wind  coming  fair, 
and  ail  my  arrangements  being  made,  the 
Sea  Horse  and  Euryalus,  anchored  within 
musket  shot  of  the  batteries,  while  the  whole 
of  the  prizes  passed  betwixt  us  and  the  shore 
-—the  bombs,  the  Fairy  and  Erebus,  firing  as 
they  passed,  and  afterwards  anchored  in  a fa- 
vorable position  lev  facilitating  by  mefifcs  of 
their  force, the  further  removal  of  the  frigates. 
At  3 P.  M.  having  completely  silenced  the 
enemy’s  fire,  the  Seahorse  and  Euryalus  cut 
their  cables  and  the  whole  of  us  proceeded  to 
the  next  position  taken  up  by  the  troops, 
where  they  had  two  batteries  mounting  from 
14  to  18  guns,  on  a range  of  cliffs  of  about  a 
mile  in  extent,  under  which  we  W'ere  obliged 
to  pass  very  close.  I did  not  intend  to  make 
the  attack  that  evening,  but  the  Erebus 
grounded  within  range,  we  were  necessarily 
called  into  action.  On  this  occasion  the  fire  of 
the  Fairy  had  the  most  decisive  effect,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  Erebus,  whilst  the  bombs  threw 
their  shells  with  excellent  precision,  and  the 
guns  of  the  batteries  thereby  completely  si- 
‘ lenced  by  about  three  o'clock. 

At  day-light  on  the  6th,  I made  signal  to 
weigh,  and  so  satisfied  wrere  the  whoie  of  the 
parties  opposed  to  us  of  their  opposition  being 
ineffectual,  that  they  allowed  us  to  pass  with- 
out further  molestation.  I cannot  close  this 
detail  of  operations,  comprising  a period  of 
twenty  three  days,  without  begging  leave  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  singular  exertion  of 
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those  whom  we  have  the  honor  to  command, 
by  which  oar  success  was  effected.  Our  ham- 
mocks were  down  only  two-  nights  during  the 
whole  time;  the  many  laborious  duties  which 
we  had  to  perform  were  exbcuted  with  a 
cheerfulness  which  I shall  ever  remember  with 
pride,  and  which  will  ensure,  I hope,  your 
favorable  estimation  of  their  extraordinary 
zeal  and  abilities. 

To  captain  Napier,  I owe  more  obligations 
than  i have  words  to  express.  The  Euryalus 
lost  her  bowsprit,  the  head  of  her  foremast, 
and  the  heads  of  all  her  topmasts,  in  a tornado, 
which  she  encountered  on  the  25th,  just  as  her 
Sails  were  clued  up,  whilst  we  were  passing 
the  flats  of  Maryland  Point:  and  yet,  aft«r  12 
hours  work  on  her  refittal,  she  was  again 
under  weigh,  and  advancing  up  the  river.— r 
Capt  Napier  speaks  highly  of  the  conduct  of 
lieut.  Thomas  Herbert  on  this  as  well  as  on 
every  other  of  the  many  trying  occasions  which 
have  called  his  abilities  into  action.  His  exer- 
tions were  also  particularly  conspicuous  in 
the  prizes,  many  of  which,  already  sunk  by 
the  enemy,  were  weighed,  masted,  hove  down, 
paulked,  rigged  and  loaded  by  our  little  squa- 
dron, during  the  three  days  which  we  remained 
at  Alexandria. 

s-  It  is  difficult  to  distinguish  amongst  officers 
who  had  a greater  share  of  duty  than  often  falls 
to  the  lot  of  any,  and  which  each  performed 
with  the  greatest  Credit  for  his  professional 
character.  1 cannotomit  to  recommend  to  your 
notice  the  meritorious  conduct  of  captains  A 
lexander,  Bartholomew,  Baker  and  Keriah, 
the  latter  of  whom  led  us  through  many  of  the 
difficulties  of  the  navigation;  and  particularly 
to  captain  Roberts,  of  the  Meteor,  who,  besides 
Undergoing  the  fatigues  of  the  day,  employed 
the  night  in  coming  the  distance  of  ten  miles 
to  communicate  and  consult  with  me  upon  our 
further  operations,  preparatory  to  our  pass- 
ing the  batteries. 

So  universally  good  was  the  conduct  of  all 
the  officers,  seamen  and  marines  of  the  detach- 
ment, that  I cannot  particularize  with  justice 
to  the  rest.  But  I owe  it  to  the  long  tried  expe- 
rience 1 have  had  of  Mr.  Henry  King,  1st  Lt. 
ol  the  Seahorse,  to  point  out  to  you,  that  such 
was  his  eagerness  to  take  the  part  to  which 
his  abilities  would  have  directed  him  on  this 
occasion,  that  he  even  came  out  of  a sick  bed, 
to  command  at  his  quarters,  whilst  the  ship 
was  passing  the  batteries;* *  nor  can  I ever  for- 
get how  materially  the  service  is  indebted  to 
Mr.  Alexander  Loutham,  the  master,  for  both 
finding  and  buoying  the  channel  of  a navigation 
which  no  ship  of  similar  draft  of  water  had  ever 
before  passed  with  their  guns  and  stores  on 
board,  and  which,  according  to  the  report  of 
a seaman  now  in  this  ship,  was  not  accom- 

*The  two  first  guns  pointed  by  lieut.  King 
disabled  each  a gun  of  the  enemy." 

*oi<.  vn 


plished  by  the  President,  American  frigate; 
even  after  taking  her  guns  out,  under  a period 
of  42  days. 

Enclosed  is  a list  of  killed  and  wounded, 
and  also  of  the  vessels  captured. 

1 have  the  honor  to  he,  &.c. 

JAS.  A.  GORDON,  Captain. 

To  Sir  A.  Cochrane , commander  in  chief,  c?c. 

Killed  and. wounded  on  board  li.  M ships 
'employed  in  the  Potomac  river,  between  the 
j 1st  and  5th  Sept.  1814. 

Total — 7 killed;  45  Wounded 
(Signed)  JAS  A.  GORDON  Captain 
[tiere  follows  the  capitulation  of  Alexandria, 
as  heretofore  published.  J 

Admiralty  Ojjicc,  Sept.  27,  1814. 

Capt.  Wainwright,  of  his  majesty's  ship* 
Tonnant,  arrived  this  morning  at  this  ofilce, 
with  despatches  from  vice-admiral  sir  Alexan- 
der Cochrane,  K.  B.  to  John  Wilson  Crokerj 
Esq.  of  which  the  following  are  copies: 

Tonnant , ill  the  Tatiixent,  Sept.  2,  1814. 

Sir — 1 have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  fof 
the  information  of  my  lords  commissioners 
of  the  admiralty,  of  the  proceedings  Of  Lif- 
majesty's  combined  forces  since  iny  arrival 
within  the  capes  of  Virginia;  and  I beg  leave 
to  offer  my  congratulations  to  their  lordsbvpd 
upon  the  successful  termination  of  an  expedi- 
tion. in  which  the  whole  of  the  enemy’s  flotilistr 
under  commodore  Barney  has  been  captured 
or  destroyed;  his  army,  though  greatly  supe- 
rior in  number,  and  strongly  posted  with  can- 
non, defeated  at  Bladensburg— the  city  of 
Washington  taken;  the  capitol,  with  all  the 
public  buildings,  military  arsenals,  dock-yard; 
and  the  rest  of  their  naval  establishment;  to- 
gether with  a vast  quantity of  naval  and  milita* 
ry  stores,  a frigate  of  the  largest  class  ready 
to  launch,  and  a sloop  of  war  afloat,  either 
blown  up  or  reduced  to  ashes. 

Such  a series  of  successes  in  the  centre  of 
| an  enemy’s  country,  surrounded  by  a numerous 
| population,  could  not  be  acquired  without  loss, 
[and  we  have  to  lament  the  fali  of  some  valuable 
j officers  and  m6n;butconsideringthe  difficulties 
the  forces  had  to  contend  with,  the  heat  of 
the  climate,  and  their  coming  into  action  at  thd 
end  of  a long  march,  cur  casualties  are  asto- 
nishingly few. 

My  letter  of  the  llth  Aug.  wul  have  ac- 
quainted their  lordships  of  my  waiting  in  the 
Chesapeake  for  the  arrival  of  rear-admiral 
Malcolm,  with  the  expedition  from  Bermuda. 

The  rear  admiral  joined  me  on  the  17th; 
and  as  I had  information  from  rear  admiral 
jCockburn,  whom  I found  in  :hc  Potomac,  tha* 
commodore  Barney,  with  the  Baltimore  fio- 
jtiila,  had  taken  shelter  at  the  head  of  the  Pa-' 
jtuxent,  this  afforded  a pretext  for  aseemiixo 
that  river  to  attack  him  near  its  source,  above' 

I Pig  Point,  while  the  ultimate  destination  of 
1 the  combined  force  was  Washingtons  shoo \4 
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It  l>e  found  that  the  attempt  might  be  mane 
with  any  prospect  of  success.  To  give  their 
lordships  a more  correct  idea  of  the  place  o. 
attack,  I send  a sketch  of  the  country  upon 
which  the  movements  of  the  army  and  navy 
are  pourtrayed;'  by  it  their  lordships  will 


iVlarl borough  ; the  flotilla  continued  advanc- 
ing towar  ds  the  station  of  commodore  Barney* 
about  three  miles  above  Pig  Point,  who  al- 
though much  superior  in  lorce  to  that  sent 
against  him,  did  not  wait  an  attack,  but,  at 
the  appearance  of  our  boats,  set  fire  to  his 


observe, that  the  best  approach  to  W ashington  j flotilla,  and  the  whole  of  his  vessels  excepting 
is  by  Port  Tobacco  upon  the  Potomac,  and  j one,  were  blown  up. 

Benedict  upon  the  Patuxent;  from  both  of!  For  the  particulars  of  this  well  executed 
which  are  direct  and  good  roads  to  that  city,]  service,  I must  refer  their  lordships  to  lear- 
and  their  distances  nearly  alike:  the  roads | admiral  Cockburn’s  report.  No.  1,  who,  on 
from  Benedict  divide  about  five  miles  inland;]  the  same  evening,  conveyed  to  me  an  account 
the  one  by  Piscataway  and  Bladensburg,  the!  of  his  success,  and  intimation  from  major- ge- 
other  following  toe  course  of  the  river,  al-  neral  Ross,  of  his  intention  to  proceed  to  the 
though  at  some  distance  from  it,  owing  to  theicity  of  Washington  considering,  from  the  in-* 
creeks  that j*un  up  the  country;  this  lasr  passes  formation  he  had  received,  that  it  might  be 

assailed,  if  done  with  alacrity,  and  in  conse- 
quence had  determined  to  march  that  evening 
upon  Bladensburg.  The  remaining  boats  of 
the  fleet  were  immediately  employed  in  con- 
veying up  the  river  supplies  oi  provisions  for 
the  forces,  upon  their  return  to  Nottingham, 
agreeably  to  an  arrangement  made  by  the  rear- 
admiral,  who  proceeded  on  in  company  with 
the  army. 

The  report  No.  2,  of  rear-admiral  Cock- 
burn’s,  will  inform  their  lordships  of  the  bril- 
liant success  of  the  forces,  after  their  depar- 
ture from  Marlborough,  when  they  returned 
upon  the  26th,  and  having  reached  Benedict 
upon  the  29th,  the  expedition  was  embarked 


through  the-- towns  of  Nottingham  and  Marl- 
borough to  Bladensburg,  at  which  town  the 
river  called  the  Eastern  Branch,  that  bounds 
Washington  io  the  eastward,  fordable,  and 
the  distance  is  about  five  miles.  There  are  two 
bridges  over  this  river  at  the  city,  but  it  was 
not  to  b : expected  that  the  enemy  would  leave 
them  accessible  to  an  invading  army 

Previously  to  my  entering  the  Patuxent, 
1 detached  captain  Gordon,  of  his  Majesty’s 
ship  seahorse,  with  the  , ships  and  bombs 
named  in  the  margin,  in  the  Potowmac,  to 
bombard  fort  Washington  (which  is  situated 
on  the  left  bank  of  that  river,  about  ten  or 
twelve  miles  below  the  city),  with  a view  of 
destroying  that  fort,  and  opening  a free  com- 
munication above,  as  well  as  to  cover  the 
retreat  of  the  army,  should  its  return  by  the 
Bladensburg  roa  d be  found  too  hazardous  from 
the  accession  of  strength  trie  enemy  might 
obtain  from  Baltimore;  it  was  also  reasonable 
to  expect,  that  the  militia  from  the  country 
to  the  northward  and  westward  would  flock 
$0,  so  soon  as  it  should  be  known  that  the  capi 
tab  was  fclirea  ten  ed . 

Captain  sir  Peter  Parker,  in  the  Menelaus, 
with -some  small  vessels,  was  sent  up  the 
Chesapeake  above  Baltimore,  to  divert  the 
attention  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter,  and  I 
pro.  ee  led  with  the  remainder  of  the  naval 
force  and  the  troops,  up  this  river,  and  landed 
the  army  upon  the  19th  and  20th,  at  Bened  ct. 


in  good  order. 

On  combined  services,  such  as  we  have 
been  engaged  in,  it  gives  me  the  greastest 
pleasure  to  And  myself  united  with  so  able  and 
experienced  an  officer  as  major  general  Ross, 
in  whom  are  blended  those  qualities  so  essen- 
tial to  promote  success,  where  co-operation 
between  the  two  services  becomes  necessary ; 
and  I have  much  satisfaction  in  noticing  the 
unanimity  that  prevailed  between  the  army 
and  navy,  as  I have  also  in  stating  to  their 
lordships  that  major-general  Ross  has  express- 
ed his  full  approbation  cf  the  conduct  of  the 
offikers,  seamen  and  marines  acting  with  the 
army. 

I have  before  had  occasion  to  speak  of  the 
unremitting  zeal  and  exertions  of  rear-admi- 


So  soon  as  the  necessary  provisions  and  !ral  Cockburn  during  the  time  be  commanded 


stores  could  be  assembled  and  arranged,  ma 
ior-general  Ross,  with  his  army,  moved  to- 
wa’xds  Nottiri  Jiam,  while  our  flotilla,  consist 
ing  of  the  armed  launches,  pinnaces,  barges, 


in  the  Chesapeake  under  my  orders: — the  in 
terest  and  ability  which  he  has  manifested 
throughout  this  late  arduous  service — justly 
entit  le  him  to  my  best  thanks,  and  to  the  ac- 


and  other  boats  of  the  fleet,  under  the  com  knowdedgments  of  my  lords  commissioners  of 
mand  of  rear-admiral  Cockburn,  passed  up  I the  admiralty. 

the  river,  being  instructed  to  keep  upon  the!  Rear-admiral  Malcolm,  upon  every  occa- 
right  flank  of  the  army,  for  the  double  pur- |sion,  and  particularly  in  his  arrangement  for 
pose  of  supplying  it  with  provisions,  and,  if  ithe  speedy  re-emharkaticn  of  the  troops,  ren- 
necessary,  to  pass  it  over  to  the  left  bank  ofjdered  me  essential  assistance,  and  to  him.  as 
.the  river  into  Calvert  county,  which  secured  'well  as  to  rear-admiral  Codrington.  captain  of 
a safe  retreat  t©  the  ships,  should  it  be  judged  jthe  fleet,  I am  indebted  for  the  alacrity  and 
necessary.  ! order  with  which  the  laborious  duties  in  the 

The  army  reached  Nottingham  upon  the  j conveying  of  supplies  to  the  army  were  con- 
21st.  and  on  the  following  day  arrived  at  .ducted. 
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For  the  conduct  of  the  captains  and  officers 
of  the  squadron  employed  in  the  liotilla,  and 
■with  the  army,  l must  beg  ieave  to  refer  their 
lordships  to  the  reports  of  rear-admiral  Cock- 
burn,  and  to  call  their  favorable  consideration 
to  those  whom  the  rear  admiral  has  had  occa- 
sion particularly  to  notice.  While  employed 
immediately  under  my  eye,  I had  every  rea- 
son to  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  their  zealous 
emulation,  as  well  as  that  of  every  seaman 
and  marine,  to  promote  the  service  in  which 
they  were  engaged. 

Captain  Wainwright,  of  his  majesty’s  ship 
Toinant,  will  have  the  honor  to  deliver  this 
despatch  to  you,  and  as  he  was  actually  em- 
ployed both  with  the  flotilla  and  with  the  army 
in  the  whole  of  their  proceedings,  I beg  leave 
to  refer  their  lordships  to  him  for  any  farther 
particulars. 

I have  not  yet  received  any  returns  from 
the  ships  employed  in  the  Potomac,  the  winds 
having  been  unfavorable  to  their  coming  down; 
but,  by  the  information  I gain  from  the  coun 
try  people,  they  have  completely  succeeded  in 
the  capture  and  destruction  of  fort  Washing- 
ton, which  has  been  blown  up 
I have  the  honor*  to  he.  &c. 

(Signed)  ALEX  COCHRANE, 
Vice-admiral  and  commander  ih  chief 
John  WHson  C coker.  Esq 

On  board  the  Resolution  tender,  off  Mount  Calvert, 

Monday  night,  2 d Aug.  181A. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
after  parting  from  you  at  Benedict  on  he 
evening  of  the  20th  instant,  1 proceeded  up 
the  Patuxent  with  the  boats  and  tenders,  the 
ma  ines  of  the^hips  being  embarked  in  them, 
under  <he  command  of  captain  Robyns  (the 
senior  officer  of  that  corps  in  the  fleet)  and  the 
marine  artillery,  under  captain  Harrison,  in 
their  two  tenders  ; the  Severn  and  Hehrus 
frigates,  and  the  Manly  sloop,  being  directed 
to  follow  us  up  the  river  as  far  as  might  prove 
practicable. 

The  boats  and  tenders  I placed  in  three  di- 
visions ^ the  first  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  captains  Sullivan  (the  senior  com- 
mander employed  on  t he  occasion)  and  Bad 
cock  ; the  second,  under  captains  Money  and 
Somerville  ; the  third,  under  captain  liam- 
say  : — the  whole  under  the  superintendance 
and  immediate  management  of  captain  Wain- 
wright of  the  Tonnant,  lieut.  James  Scott 
(1st  of  the  Albion)  attending  as  my  aid  de- 
camp. 

I endeavored  te  keep  with  the  boats  and 
tenders  as  nearly  as  possible  abreast  of  tbe 
army  under  major  general  Ross,  that  I might 
communicate  with  him  as  occasion  offered, 
according  to  the  plan  previously  arranged  ; 
and  about  mid-day  yesterday  I accordingly 
anchored  at  the  ferry-house  opposite  Lower 
Marlborough,  where  I met  the  general  • and 
where  the  army  halted  for  some  hours,  after 
which  he  marched  for  Nottingham,  and  I pro- 


ceeded on  for  the  same  place  with  ti  e boats. 
On  our  approaching  that  town  a tew  shot  were 
exchanged  between  the  leading  boats  and  some 
of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  ; but  the  appearance 
of  our  army  advancing  caused  them  to  retire 
with  precipitation.  Captains  Nourse  and  Pal- 
mer, of  the  Severn  and  Hehrus,  joined  nm 
this  day  with  their  boats,  having  found  it  im- 
practicable to  get  their  ships  higher  than  Bene- 
dict. 

The  major-general  remained  with  the  army 
at  Nottingham,  and  the  boats  and  tenders 
continued  anchored  off  it  during  th  • night  ; 
and  soon  after  day-light  this  morning,  the 
whole  moved  again  forward,  but  the  wind 
blowing  during  the  morning  down  the  river, 
and  the  channel  being  excessively  narrow,  and 
the  advance  of  our  tenders  consequently  slow, 

1 judged  it  advisable  to  push  on  with  the 
boats,  only  leaving  the  tenders  to  follow  as 
they  could. 

On  approaching  Pig  Point  (where,  the  ene- 
my's flotilla  was  said  to  be.)  3 landed  the  ma- 
rines under  captain  Robyns  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  river,  and  directed  him  to  march  round 
and  attack,  on  the  land  side,  the  town  situated 
on  the  point,  to  draw  from  us  the  attention  of 
such  troops  as  might  be  there  for  its  defence, 
and  the  defence  of  the  flotilla  ; I then  proceed- 
ed on  with  the  boats,  and,  as  we  opened  the 
reach  above  Pig  Point.  I plainly  discovered 
commodore  Barney's  broad  pendant  in  the 
headmost  vessel,  a large  sloop,  and  the  rc- 
mainoer  of  the  flotilla  extending  in  along  line 
astern  of  her.  Out  boats  now  advanced  to* 
wards  them  as  rapidly  as  possible;  but,  on 
nearing  them,  we  observed  the  sloop  bearing 
tbe  broad  pendant  to  le  on  fire,  and  she  very 
soon  afterwards  blew  up.  I now  saw  elearh’ 
that  they  were  all  abandoned,  and  on  fire,  with 
trains  to  their  magazines  ; and  out  of  the  se- 
venteen vessels  which  composed  this  formida- 
ble and  so  much  vaunte*  flotilla,  sixteen  were 
in  quick  succession  blown  to  atoms,  and  the 
seventeenth  (in  which  the  lite  had  not  taken) 
we  captured.  The  commodore’s  sloop  was  a 
large  armed  vessel;  the  others  were  gun- 
boats, all  having  a long  gun  in  the  bow,  and 
a earronade  in  the  stern  ; the  calibre  of  the 
guns  and  number  of  the  crew  of  each  differed 
in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  boat,  varying 
from  3?  pounders  and  sixty  men  to  18  poun- 
ders and  forty  men.  I found  here  lying  above 
the  flotilla,  under  its  protection,  thirteen  mer- 
chant schooners,  some  of  which  not  being 
worth  bringing  away,  I caused  to  be  burnt  ; 
such  as  were  in  good  condition  I directed  to 
he  moved  to  Pig  Point  Whilst  employed  in 
taking  these  vessels,  a few  shot  were  fired  at 
us  by  some  of  the  men  of  the  flotilla  from  the 
hushes  on  the  shore  near  us  , but  lieut.  Scott, 
whom  I had  landed  for  that  purpose,  soon  got 
hold  of  them  and  made  them  prisoners.  Some 
horsemen  likewise  showed  themselves  on  the 
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neighboring  heights,  but  a rocket  or  two  dis- 
persed them ; and  capt.  Robyins,  who  had 
got  possession  of  Pig  Point  without  resistance, 
how  spreading  his  men  through  the  country, 
the  enemy  retreated  to  a distance,  and  left  us 
in  quiet  possession  of  the  town,  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  the  prizes. 

4 large  quantity  of  tobacco  having  been 
found  in  the  town  at  Pig  Point,  1 have  left 
captain  Robyns,  with  the  marines,  and  capt. 
Hoarse,  with  two  divisions  of  the  boats,  to 
hold  the  place  and  ship  the  tobacco  into  the 
prizes,  and  I have  moved  back  with  the  third 
division  to  this  point,  to  enable  me  to  confer 
0*n  our  future  operations  with  the  major-gene- 
. pal,  who  has  been  good  enough  to  send  his 
gid-de-camp  to  inform  me  of  his  safe  arrival, 
with  the  army  under  his  command,  at  Upper 
Marlborough. 

In  congratulating  you,  sir,  which  I do  most 
sincerely,  on  the  complete  destruction  of  this 
flotilla  of  the  enemy,  which  has  lately  occu- 
pied so  much  of  our  attention,  I must  beg  to 
permitted  to  assure  you,  that  the  cheerful 
$.nd  indefatigable  exertions  on  this  occasion,  of 
captains  Wahiwaight,  Nourse  and  Palmer, 
and  of  captain  Sullivan,  the  commanders,  of- 
ficers, and  men,  in  the  boats  you  have  placed 
under  my  orders,  most  justly  entitle  them  to 
my  warmest  acknowledgments  and  my  earn- 
est recommendation  to  your  favorable  notice. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &o. 

(Signed)  G COCKBURN,  rear-adm. 
The  hon.  sir  A.  Cochrane , K B. 

H.  M,  ship  Manly,  off  Nottingham,  FafUXent,  Aug.  27. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that, 
agreeably  to  the  intentions  I notified  to  you 
|n  my  letter  of  the  22d  inst.  I proceeded  by  land 
pn  the  morning  of  the  23d  to  Upper  Marlbo- 
rough, to  meet  and  confer  with  ma j.  gen.  Ross 
as  to  our  further  operations  against  the  ene 
my,  and  were  not  long  in  agreeing  on  the 
propriety  of  making  an  immediate  attempt  on 
ihe  city  qf  Washington. 

In  conformity  therefore  with  the  wishes  of 
£he  general,  I instantly  sent  orders  for  our 
marine  and  naval  forces  at  Pig-Point,  to  be 
forthwith  moved  over  to  Mount  Calvert,  and 
for  the  marines,  marine  artillery,  and  a por- 
tion of  the  sgamen  to  be  there  landed,  and 
with  the  utmost  possible  expedition  to  join 
the  army,  which  I also  most  readily  agreed  to 
accompany.  4 

The  major  gen.  then  made  hisdispositions, 
gmcl  arranged  that  capt.  Robyns,  with  the 
marines  of  the  ships,  should  retain  possession 
pf  Upper*  Marlborough,  and  that  the  marine 
artillery  and  seamen  should  follow  the  army 
jfc'o  the  ground  it  was  to  occupy  for  the  night. 
The  army  then  moved  on,  and  bivouacked 
before  dark,  about  five  miles  nearer  Wash 
ington. 

- An  the  night,  captain  Palmer  of  the  Hebrus, 
m]  captain  IVloney  of  the  Trave^  joined  us 


with  the  seamen  and  with  Che  marine  artille? 
ry,  under  capt.  Harrison;  capt.  Wainwvight, 
qf  the  Tonnant,  had  accompanied  me  the  day 
before,  as  had  also  lieut  James  Scott  (acting 
first  lieut.)  of  the  Albion. 

At  day  light  in  the  morning  of  the  24-th, 
the  major-general  again  put  the  army  in  mo- 
tion, directing  his  march  upon  Bladenshurg; 
on  reaching  which  place,  with  the  advanced 
brigade,  the  enemy  was  discovered  drawn  up 
in  force  on  a rising  ground  beyond  the  town; 
and  by  the  fire  he  soon  opened  upon  us  as  we 
entered  the  place,  gave  us  to  understand  he 
was  well  protected  with  artillery.  General 
Ross,  however,  did  not  hesitate  in  immediate- 
ly advancing  to  attack  him,  although  our 
troops  were  almost  exhausted  with  the  fa- 
tigue of  the  march  they  had  just  made,  and 
but  a small  proportion  of  our  little  army  had 
yet  got  up;  this  dashing  measure,  was,  how- 
ever, I am  happy  to  add,  crowned  with  the 
success  it  merited;  for,  in  spite  of  the  galling 
fire  of  the  enemy,  our  troops  advanced  stea- 
dily on  both  his  flanks  and  in  his  front;  and 
as  soon  as  they  arrived  on  even  grdund  with 
him,  he  fled  in  every  direction,  leaving  behind 
him  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a considerable 
number;  of  killed  and  wounded,  amongrst  the 
latter  commodore  Barney  and  several  other 
officers;  some  other  prisoners  were  also  taken, 
though  not  many,  owing  to  the  swiftness  with 
which  the  enemy  went  off,  and  the  fatigues 
our  army  had  previously  undergone. 

It  would,  sir,  be  deemed  presumption  in 
me  to  attempt  to  give  you  particular  details 
respecting  the  nature  of  this  battle;  I shall, 
therefore,  only  remark,  generally,  th&t  the 
enemy,  8000  strong,  on  ground  he  had  chosen 
as  best  adapted  for  him  to  defend,  where  he 
had  time  to  erect  his  batteries,  and  concert  all 
his  measures,  was  dislodged  as  soon  as  reach- 
ed, and  a victory  gained  over  him  by  a division 
of  the  British  army,  not  amounting  to  more 
than  1,500' men,  headed  by  our  gallant  gen- 
eral, whose  brilliant  achievement  of  this  day 
it  is  beyond  my  power  to  do  justice  to,  and 
indeed  no  possible  comment  could  enhance. 

The  seamen,  with  the  guns,  were,  to  their 
great  mortification,  with  the  rear  division 
during  this  short  but  decisive  action;  those, 
however,  attached  to  the  rocket  brigade, 
were  in  the  battle,  and  I remarked  with  much 
pleasure  the  precision  with  which  - the  rockets 
were  thrown  by.  them,  under  the  direction  of 
first  lieut.  Lawrence,  of  the  marine  artillery; 
Mr.  Jeremiah  M ’Daniel,  masters  mate  of  the 
Tonnant,  a very  fine  young  man,  who  was  at- 
tached to  this  party,  being  severely  wounded, 
I beg  permission  to  recommend  him  to  your 
favorable  consideration.  The  company  of 
marines  I have  on  so  many  occasions  had 
cause  to  mention  to  you,  commanded  by  first 
lieutenant  Stephens,  was  also  in  the  action 
as  were  the  colonial  mafines>  under  the  tem 
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porary  command  of  capt.  Reed,  of  the  6thj  tenders  and  the  boats,  and  I have  hoisted  my 
West  India  regiment  (these  companies  being  flag  pro  tem.  in  the  former.  The  troops  will 
attached  to  the  light  brigade,)  and  they  res- ! probably  march  to-morrow,  or  next  day  at 
pectively  behaved  with  their  accustomed  zeal  farthest,  to  Benedict  for  re-embarkation,  and 
and  bravery.  None  other  of  the  naval  depart- 1 the  flotilla  will  of  course  join  you  at  the  same 
ment  were  fortunate  enough  to  arrive  up  in  j time. 

time,  to  take  their  share  in  this  battle,  except- 1 In  closing,  sir,  my  statement  to  yon,  of  the 
ing  capt.  Palmer,  of  the  llebrus,  with  his  aid-  j arduous  ^.nd  highly  important  operations  of 
de  camp,  Mr.  Arthur  Wakeiield,  midshipman  j this  week,  I have  a most  pleasing  duty  to  per- 


of  that  ship,  and  lieut.  James  Scott,  first  of 
the  Albion,  who  acted  as  my  aid-de-camp, 
and  remained  with  me  during  the  whole 
time. 

The  contest  being  completely  ended,  and 
the  enemy  having  retired  from  the  field,  the* 
general  gave  the  army  about  two  hours  rest, 
when  he  again  moved  forward  on  Washing- 
ton; it  was  however  dark  before  we  reached 
that  city,  and  on  the  general,  myself,  and 


form,  in  assuring  you  of  the  good  conduct  of 
the  officers  and  men  who  have  been  serving 
under  me.  1 have  been  particularly  indebted, 
whilst  on  this  service,  to  capt.  W ainwriglit  of 
the  Tonnant,  for  the  assistance  he  has  invari- 
ably afforded  me;  and  to  captains  Palmer  and 
Money,  for  their  exertions  during  the  march 
to'  and  from  Washington.  To  capt.  Nourse, 
who  has  commanded  the  flotilla  during  my 
absence,  my  acknowledgments  are  most  just- 


some  officers  advancing  a short  way  past  the  I ly  due,  as  well  as  to  capts.  Sullivan,  Badcock, 
first  houses  of  the  town,  without  being  accom  j Somerville,  Ramsay  and  Bruce,  who  have 
panied  by  the  troops,  the  enemy  opened  upon  [acted  in  it  under  him, 

Lieut.  James  Scott,  now  first  lieut.  of  the 
Albion,  has,  on  this  occasion  rendered  me  es- 
sential services,  and,  as  I have  had  reason  so 
often  of  late  to  mention  to  you  the  gallant  and 
meritorious  conduct  of  this  officer,  I trust  you 
will  permit  me  to  seize  this  opportunity  of 
recommending  him  to  your  favorable  notice 
and  consideration. 

Capt.  Robyns  (the  senior  officer  of  the  ma- 
rines on  board  the  fleet,)  who  has  had,  during 
these  operations,  the  marines  of  the  ships  un- 
der his  orders,  has  executed  ably7  and  zea- 
lously the  several  services  with  which  he  has 
been  entrusted,  and  is  entitled  to  my  best  ac- 
knowledgments accordingly,  as  is  also  capt. 
Harrison  of  the  marine  artillery,  who,  with 
the  officers  and  men  attached  to  him,  accom- 
panied the  army  to  and  from  Washington. 

Mr.  Bobie,  surgeon  of  the  Melpomene,  vo- 
lunteered his  professional  services  on  this  oc- 
casion, and  rendered  much  assistanc  e to  the 
wounded  on  the  field  of  battle,  as  well  as  to  ma- 
ny of  the  men  taken  ill  on  the  line  of  march. 

One  colonial  marine  killed,  cue  masters 
mate,  two  serjeants,  and  three  colonial  ma- 
rines wounded,  are  the  casualties  sustained 
by  the  naval  department;  a general  list  ofthe 
killed  and  wounded  of  the  whole  army  will  of 
course,  accompany  the  report  of  the  maior 
general. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  G COCKBURN,  R.  Adm, 
Vice  admiral  the  lion,  sir 
A.  Cochrane , K.  B.  fyc. 

From  a late  London  paper. 

A letter  from  an  officer  of  his  majesty's 
ship  Kegulus,  dated  Patuxent  river,  Aug.  30, 
communicates  some  particulars  ofthe  destruc- 
tion of  fort  Washington,  by  the  division  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose: 

‘ On  the  morning  of  the  25th,  I was  sent 
with  three  officers  and  200  men,  dowp  to  des- 


us  a heavy}  fire  of  niusquetry,  fyom  the  capitol 
and  two  other  houses;  these  were  therefore 
ai  nose  immediately  stormed  by  our  people, 
taken  possession  of,  and  set  on  fire,  after 
which  the  town  submitted  without  further  re- 
sistance. 

The  enemy  himself,  on  our  entering  the 
town,  set  fire  to  the  navy  yard  (filled  with  na- 
val stores,)  a frigate  of  the  largest  class,  al 
most  ready  for  launching,  and  a sloop  of  war 
laving  Off  it,  as  he  also  did  to  the  fort  which 
protected  the  sea  approach  to  Washington. 

On  taking  possession  of  the  city  we  also 
set  tire  to  the  president’s  palace,  the  treasury, 
and  the  war  office;  and  in  the  morning  capt. 
Wain  wight  went  with  a party  to  see  that  the 
destruction  in  the  navy  yard  was  complete; 
when  he  destroyed  whatever  stores  and  build- 
ings had  escaped  the  flames  of  the  preced- 
ing night,  a large  quantity  of  ammunition  and 
ordnance  stores  were  likewise  destroyed  by’ 
us  in  the  arsenal,  as  were  about  200  pieces  of 
artillery  of  different  calibres,  as  well  as  a vast 
quantity  of  small  arms.  Two  rope  walks,  of 
a very  extensive  nature,  full  of  tar-rppe, 
situated  at  a considerable  distance  from  the 
yard,  \yere  likewise  set  fire  to  and  consumed; 
in  short,  sir,  Ido  not  believe  a vestige  of  pub- 
lic property,  or  a store  of  any  kind,  which 
could  be  converted  to  the  use  of  the  govern 
ment.  escaped  destruction;  the  bridges  across 
the  Eastern  Branch  and  the  Potomac  were 
likewise  destroyed 

This  general  destruction  being  completed 
during  the  day  pf  the  25th,  we  marched  again 
at  nine  that  night  on  our  return,  by  Bladens 
burgh,  to  Upper  Marlborough. 

We  arrived  yesterday  evening  at  the  latter 
without  molestation  of  any  sort,  indeed  with 
out  a single  musket  having  been  fired,  and 
this  morning  we  moved  on  to  this  place,  where 
| have  found  his  mijesty’s  sloop  Manly,  the 
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troy  fort  Washington,  built  to  prevent  ships 
coming  up  the  river  to  attach  the  town.  A- 
bout  i50  barrels  of  gunpowder,  found  here, 
were  thrown  into  the  well  of ; the  fort;  when 
one  of  the  artillery  men  most  unfortunately 
dropped  a lighted  port-lire  into  the  wed, 
which,  with  a magazine  about  twelve  yards 
distant,  full  of  shells,  charged  and  primed, 
blew  up  with  the  most  tremendous  explosion 
lever  heard.  One  house  was  uuroofed,  and 
the  walls  of  two  others,  which  had  been 
burnt  an  hour  before,  \yere  shook  down; 
large  pieces  of  earth,  stones,  bricks,  shot, 
shells,  <kc.  burst  into  the  air,  and  falling  a- 
mongst  us  (who  had  no  where  to  run,  being 
on  a narrow  neck  of  land,  with  the  sea  on 
three  sides),  killed  about  i2  men,  and  wound- 
ed above  30  more,  most  of  them  in  a dreadful 
manner.  I had  the  good  fortune  to  escape 
with  whole  skin  and  bones  but  somewhat 
bruised.  The  groans  of  the  people,  almost 
buried  in  the  earth,  or  with  legs  and  arms 
broke,  and  the  sight  of  pieces  of  bodies  lying 
about,  was  a thousand  times  more  distressing 
than  the  loss  we  met  with  in  the  held  the  day 
before  ” 

From  a letter  of  a young  midshipman  of  his 
majesty  s brig  Espoir. 

'Never  was  bravery  more  conspicuous,  and 
never  did  soldiers  behave  more  galiantly.— 
They  advanced  through  a narrow  defile  under 
a dreadful  fire  from  the  American  artillery 
and  musketry;  on  coming  to  the  foot  of  tin 
hill,  the  Americans  gave  three  cheers,  and  fir- 
ed a tremendous  volley,  appearing,  as  if  it 
was  an  expiring  effort;  they  charged  up  the 
hill,  some  dying,  whilst  others  fell  through 
fatigue  (the  day  being  dreadful  hot.)  On  ar- 
riving at  the  moment,  the  Americans  fled  in 
all  directions,  with  Mr.  Madison  at  their  head. 
\Ve  took  possession  .of  all  the  cannon  and 
pursued  the  filing  enemy;  took  commodore 
Barney  previously,  who  was  mortally  wound- 
ed. 

On  the  remainder  of  the  army  coming  up, 
we  continued  our  march,  and  towards  even 
in0-  we  entered  Washington  without  any  fur 
ther  opposition.  We  immediately  went  to 
all  the  public  buildings  and  to  Mr.  Madison’s 
house  in  the  capitol,  and  blew  up  the  dock 
yard,  destroyed  a 60  gun  frigate  and  a sloop 
of  war  that  were  just  ready  for  launching. 
When  the  general  entered  Mr.  Madison’s 
house,  he  found  the  table  spread  for  dinner, 
and  all  the  fruits  and  wines  in  cqol  The 
officers  regaled  themselves  with  whatever 
they  wanted,  and  then  set  fire  to  the  house. 
Private  houses  were  respected  except  the  Jo- 
sephine hotel,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  ho- 
tels ever  built — it  was  burnt.  W e remained 
in  possession  of  Washington  23  hours,  when 
finding  there  was  nothing  more  to  do,  we 
commenced  our  retreat  on  the  evening  of  the 
36th,  not  having  been  in  the  least  molested 


in  our  retreat  by  the  Americans.  We  em- 
barked the  troops  that  night  and  the  follow- 
ing day  on  board  our  respective  ships.  The 
general,  during  the  action,  behaved  most  gal- 
lantly, riding  through  the  ranks,  cheering  the 
soldiers.  He  had  three  horses  shot  under  him. 
It  is  supposed  we  shall  attack  Portsmouth, 
or  New  London — if  fortune  favors  us  much  as 
it  has,  wre  shall  do  great  things. 

DEATH  OF  toIR  PETER  PARKER. 

ADMIRALTY  OFFICE,  SRPT.27. 

[Transmitted  by  Vice-Admiral  Cochrane.] 

His  majesty's  ship  Menelaus , off  Pool's 
island,  Chesapeake , Sept.  1,  1;  14 

Sir — With  grief  the  ueepest  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  communicate  the  death  ot  sir  Peter 
Parker,  Bart,  late  commander  or  liis  m.  jes  y’s 
ship  Menelaus,  and  the  occurrences  attem  ing 
an  attack  on  the  enemy’s  troops,  on  ti  e night 
of  the  20th  ult.  encamped  at  Beli&ir.  Ti  e 
previous  and  accompanying  letters  of  sir  Pe- 
ter Parker,  will,  I presume,  fully  point  out  the 
respect  the  enemy  on  all  occasions  evinced  at 
the  approach  of  our  arms,  retreating  at  every 
attack,  though  possessing  a superiority  of 
numbers  of  five  to  ore;  an  intelligent  black 
man  gave  us  information  of  200  militia  being 
encamped  behind  a Wood,  distant  half  a mile 
from  the  beach,  and  described  their  situation, 
so  as  to  give  us  the  strongest  hopes  pf  cutting 
off  and  securing  the  largest  part  as  our  pri- 
soners, destroying  the  camp,  field-pieces,  &c. 
and  possessing  also  certain  information  that 
one  man  out  of  every  five  had  been  levied 
as  a requisition  on  the  eastern  shore,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  sent  over  for  the  protection 
of  Baltimore,  who  were  only  prevented  cross- 
ing the  bay  by  the  activity  and  vigilance  of 
the  tender  and  ship’s  boats.  One  hundred 
and  four  bayonets,  with  20  pikes,  were  landed 
at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  under  the  immedi- 
ate direction  of  capt.  sir  Peter  Parker,  Bart, 
the  first  division  headed  by  myself,  and  the 
second, division  by  lieut.  Pearce.  On  arriving 
at  the  ground  we  discovered  the  enemy  had 
shifted  his  position,  as  we  were  then  inform- 
ed. to  the  distance  of  a mile  farther;  having 
taken  the  look.-out  picket  immediately  cn  our 
landing,  we  were  in  assurance  our  motions 
had  not  been  discovered,  and  with  the  deep- 
est silence  followed  on  for  the  camp.  After  a 
march  of  between  four  and  five  miles  in  the 
country,  we  found  the  enemy  posted  on  a 
plain,  surrounded  by  woods,  with  the  camp 
in  their  rear;  they  were  drawn  up  in  line, 
and  perfectly  ready  to  receive  us;  a single  mo- 
ment was  not  to  be  lost;  by  a smart  fire  and 
instant  charge,  we  commenced  the  attack, 
forced  them  from  their  position,  putting  them 
before  us  in  full  retreat  to  the  rear  of  their  ar- 
tillery, where  they  again  made  astapd,  show- 
ing a disposition  to  out  flank  us  on  the  right ; 
a movement  was  instantly  made  by  lieutenant 
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Pearce’s  division  to  force  them  from  that  quar 
ter;  and  it  was  at  this  time,  while  animating 
his  men  in  the  most  heroic  manner  that  sir 
Peter  Parker  received  his  mortal  wound 
which  obliged  him  to  quit  the  field,  and  he 
expired  in  a few  minutes.  Lieut.  Pearce,  with 
his  division,  soon  routed  the  enemy,  while 
that  under  my  command  gained  and  passed 
the  camp.  One  of  the  field  pieces  was  mo- 
mentarily in  our  possession,  but  obliged  to 
quititfrom  superior  numbers. 

The  marines,  under  beats  Beynon  and  Post, 
formed  our  centre,  and  never  was  bravery 
more  conspicuous.  Finding  it  impossible  to 
close  on  the  enemy/from  the  rapidity  of  their 
retreat,  having  pursued  them  upwards  of  a 
mile,  I deemed  it  prudent  to  retire  ■ owards 
the  beach,  which  was  effeqted  in  the  best  pos- 
sible order,  taking  with  us  from  the  field  25 
of  our  wounded — the  whole  we  could  find, 
the  enemy  not  even  attempting  to  regain  the 
ground  they  had  lost;  from  three  prisoners 
(cavalry)  taken  by  us,  we  learn  their  force  a- 
mounted  to  509  militia,  a troop  of  horse,  and 
five  pieces  of  artillery,  and  since  by  flags  of 
truce,  lam  led  to  believe  their  number  much 
greater. 

Repelling  a force  of  such  magnitude  with 
so  small  a body  as  we  opposed  to  them,  will  1 
trust  speak  for  itself;  and  although  our  loss 
has  been  severe,  I hope  the  lustre  ac- 
quired to  our  arms  will  compensate  for 
it.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  offer  to  your  no 
tice  the  conduct  of  Mr.  James  Stepford  Hore, 
master’s  mate  of  this  ship,  who  on  this,  as  well 
as  on  other  trying  occasions,  evinced  the  great- 
est zeal  and  gallantry.  In  justice  to  sub-lieut. 
Johnson,  commanding  the  Jane  tender,  I must 
beg  to  notice  the  andsome  manner  in  which 
he  has  at  all  times  volunteered  his  services. 

Herewith  I beg  leave  to  enclose  you  a list 
of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  this 
affair 

I have  the  honor,  to  be,  &cc. 

(Signed) 

HEN.  CREASE,  act.  oom. 

Total — 14  killed;  27  wounded. 


[AMERICAN  ACCOUNT] 

Not  having  before  inserted  col  Reed’s  official 
letter  respecting  the  affair  with  cant.  Parker, 
we  take  the  opportunity  to  present  it,  as 
follows: 

Copy  of  a letter  from  col.  Philip  Reef  of  the 
ls£.  regt.  of  Maryland  militia , to  brig.  gen. 
Benj.  Chambers. 

Camp  at  Belle  Air,  3d  Sept.  1814. 

Sir— -I  avail  myself  of  the  first  moment  I 
have  been  able  to  seize  from  incessant  labor, 
to  inform  you  that  about  half  past  11  o’clock’ 
op  the  night  of  the  30th  ult.  I received  infor- 
mation that  the  barges  of  the  enemy,  then 
lying  off  Waltham’s  farm  were  moving  in 


shore.  I concluded  their  object  was  to  land 
and  burn  the  houses,  &,c.  at  Waltham’s  and 
made  the  necessary  arrangements  to  prevent 
them,  and  to  be  prepared  for  an  opportunity 
which  I had  sought  for  several  days  to  strike 
the  enemy  During  our  march  to  t fie  point 
threatened,  it  was  discovered  that  the  blow 
was  aimed  at  our  camp.  Orders  were  imme- 
diately given  to  the  quartermaster,  to  remove 
the  camp  and  baggage,  and  to  the  troops  to 
countermarch,  pass  the  road  by  the  right  of 
our  camp,  and  form  on  the  rising  ground  a- 

bout  three  hundred  paces  in  the  rear the 

right  towards  Caulk's  house,  and  the  left  re- 
tiring on  the  road,  the  artillery  in  the  centre, 
supported  by  the  infantry  on  the  right  and 
left.  I directed  capt.  Wiekes  and  hitT  second 
lieutenant  Beck,  with  a part  of  the  rifle  com- 
pany to  be  formed,  so  as  to  cover  the  road  by 
which  the  enemy  marched,  and  with  this  sec- 
tion I determined  to  post  myself,  leaving  the 
iine  to  be  formed  under  the  direction  of  major 
Wiekes  and  capt.  Chambers. 

The  head  of  the  enemy’s  column  soon  pre- 
sented itself  and  received  the  fire  ofour  advance 
party,  at  seventy  paces  distance,  and,  being- 
pressed  by  numbers  vastly  superior,  I repaired 
to  my  post  in  the  line;  having  ordered  the 
riflemen  to  return  and  form  on  the  right  ©f 
the  line.  The  fire  now  became  generaTalong 
the  whole  line,  and  was  sustained  by  our  troops 
with  the  most  determined  valor.  The  enemy 
pressed  our  front;  foiled  in  this  he  threw  him- 
self on  our  left  flank,  which  was  occupied  bv 
capt. Chambers’s  company.  Here  too  his  efforts 
were  equally  unavailing.  His  fire  had  nearly 
ceased,  when  I was  informed  that  in  some 
parts  of  our  line  the  cartridges  were  entirely 
expended,  nor  did  any  of  the  boxes  contain 
more  than  a very  few  rounds,  although  each 

man  brought  about  twenty  into  the  field. 

The  artillery  cartridges  were  entirely  expend- 
ed. Under  these  circumstances  1 ordered 
thelineto  fallback  to  a convenient  spot  where 
a part  of  the  line  was  fortified,  when  the  few 
remaining  cartridges  were  distributed  amongst 
a part  of  the  line,  which  w-as  again  brought 
into  the  field,  where  it  remained  for  a consi- 
derable time,  the  night  preventing  a pursuit. 
The  artillery  and  infantry  for  whom  there 
were  no  cartridges  were  ordered  to  tin's  place. 
The  enemy  having  made  every  effort  in  ids 
power,  although  apprized  of  our  having  fall- 
en back,  manifested  no  disposition  to  follow 
us  up,  but  retreated  about  the  time  our  am- 
munition was  exhausted. 

When  it  is  recollected  that  very  few  of  our 
officers  or  men  had  ever  heard  the  whistlir. ~ 
of  a ball;  that  the  force  of  the  enemv.  as  the,, 
most  accurate  information  enables  us  to  esti- 
mate, was  double  ours ; that  it  was  command- 
ed hY  sir  peUr  Parker  of  the  Mendaus.  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  officers  in  the  Bri 
tish  navy,  and  composed  (as  their  officers  i<L. 
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mitted  in  a subsequent  conversation,)  of  as  and  soldier  engaged  in  the  affair — certain  in- 
fine  men  as  could  be.selected  from  the  British Tormati on  from  the  enemy  assures  us,  that  his 
service,  1 feel  fully  justified  in  the  assertion,  total  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  forty-two 
that  the  gallantry  of  the  officers  and  men  en-;or  forty-three,  including  two  wounded  lieute- 
gaged  on  this  occasion,  could  not  be  excelled;  nan ts. 

by  any  troops.  The  officers  and  men  perform-}  I am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  ser- 
ed  their  duty.  It  is  however  but  an  act  ofi  vant,  PHIL.  REED, 

-Justice  to  notice  those  officers  who  seemed  to1  Lieut.  Col.  commandant, 


display  more  than  a common  degree  of  gal- 
lantry. Major  Wickes  and  captain  Chambers 
were  conspicuous— captain  Wickes  and  his 
lieutenant  Beck  of  the  rifle  corps,  lieutenant 
Eunick  and  ensign  Shriven  of  captain  Cham- 
bers’ company  exerted  themselves,  as  did  cap- 
tain Hynson  and  his  lieutenant  Grant,  capt. 
Ussleton  of  the  brigade  artillery  and  his  lieu- 
tenants Reed  and  Brown — Lieut  Tilghman 
who  commanded  the  guns  of  the  volunteer  ar- 
tillery, in  the  absence  of  eaptain  Hands  who 
is  in  ill  health  and  from  home,  was  conspicu- 
ous for  his  gallantry,  his  ensign  Thomas  also 
manifested  much  firmness. 

I am  indebted  to  captain  Wilson  of  the  ca- 
valry, who  was  with  me,  for.  his  exertions,  and 
also  to  adjutant  Hynson,  who  displayed  much 
zeal  and  firmness  throughout — To  Dr;  Blake, 
Dr.  Gordon  and  to  Isaac  Spencer,  Esq.  who 
were  accidentally  in  camp,  I am  indebted  for 
their  assistance  in  reconnoitering  the  enemy 
on  his  advance. 

You  will  be  surprised,  sir,  when  I inform 
you  that  in  an  engagement  of  so  long  continu- 
ance in  an  open  field,  when  the  moon  shone 
brilliantly  on  the  rising  ground  occupied  by 
our  troops,  while  the  shade  of  the  neighbor 
ino-  woods,  under  the  protection  of  which  the 
enemy  fc-ight,  gave  us  but  an  indistinct  view 
of  any  thing  but  the  flash  of  his  guns  ; that 
under  the  disparity  of  numbers  against  us 
and  the  advantage  of  regular  discipline  on  the 
side,  of  the  enemy,  we  had  not  one  man  kil- 
led, and  only  one  serjeant,  one  corporal,  and 
one  private  wounded,  and  those  slightly.  The 
enemy  left  one  midshipman  and  eight  men 
dead  "on  the  field,  and  nine  wounded;  six  of 
whom  died  in  the  coarse  of  a few  hours.  Sir 
Peter  Parker  was  amongst  the  slain — he  was 
mortally  wounded  with  a buck-shot,  and  died 
before  he  reached  the  barges,  to  which  he  was 
conveyed  by  his  men.  The  enemy’s  force,  con- 


JBenjamin  Chambers,  brigadier-general, 

6th  brigade  Maryland  militia. 

Names  of  the  -wounded  of  capt.  Chambers ’ company. 
John  Magnor,  sergeant,  slightly,  in  the  thigh  — 
Philip  Crane,  corporal,  a ball  between  the  tendons 
and  t l^e  bone  of  the  thigh  near  the  knee. 

Of  captain  Page's  company. -=-John  Glanville,  a 
private,  in  the  arm. 


si  sting 


COCKBURN’S  EXPEDITIONS. 

In  the  London  Gazette  of  October  1,  we 
find  a series  of  communications  from  admiral 
Cockburn,  embracing  an  account  of  his  ope- 
rations in  the  Chesapeake,  previous  to  the 
arrival  there  of  admiral  Cochrane. 

THE  EXTRACTS. 

June  1 . — The  rear-admiral  incloses  a letter 
from  captain  Ross,  of  his  majesty’s  ship  Al- 
bion, dated  off  Tangier  Sound,  the  2§th  of 
May,  giving  an  account  of  his  having  with 
the  bbats  of  that  ship,  and  the  Dragon,  pro- 
ceeded into  the  river  Pungoteak,  in  Virginia, 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  any  batteries  or 
capturing  any  vessels  that  he  might  find  there. 
There  were  no  vessels  in  the  river:  but  a par- 
ty of  seamen  and  marines  were  landed  to  at- 
tack a battery,  which  they  took  possession  of, 
after  a smart  firing,  notwithstanding  the  mili- 
tia which  collected  on  the  occasion,  and  re- 
embarked  after  destroying  the  work,  barracks, 
and  guard-houses,  and  bringing  away  a six 
pounder  gun  with  its  carriage. 

June  22. — The  rear-admiral  transmits  four 
letters  from  captain  Barrie,  of  his  majesty’s 
ship  Dragon,  dated  between  the  1st  and  19t.h 
of  June,  reporting  his  proceedings  while  dis- 
patched by  rear-admiral  Cockburn,  against 
the  flotilla  fitted  out  at  Baltimore,  under  the 
orders  of  commodore  Barney. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  captain  Barrie,  With 
the  St.  Lawrence  schooner,  and  the  boats  of 
the  Albion  and  Dragon,  fell  in  with  the  flotil- 
la standing down  the  Chesapeake,  and  retreat- 
of  marines  and  musqueteers,  was  in  ed  before  it  towards  the  Dragon,  then  at  an- 
chor off  Smith’s  Point.  This  ship  having  got 
under  weigh,  captain  Barrie  wore  with  the 
schooner  and  boats,  but  the  flotilla  made  off 
and  escaped  into  the  Patuxent  river.  The 
Dragon  being  obliged  to  come  again  to  an  an- 
chor, and  the  boats  not  being  strong  enough 
to  attack  the  flotilla,  captain  Barrie  endeavor- 
ed to  induce  the  enemy  to  separate  his  force 
by  detaching  two  boats  to  cut  off  a schooner 
under  Cove  Point ; but  the  Americans  suffer- 
ed this  vessel  to  be  burnt  in  the  face  of  the 
flotilla,  without  attempting  to  save  her. 


ana 
as  or- 


part  armed  with  boarding  pikes,  swords, 
pistols,  no  doubt  intended  for  our  tents,  a 
ders  had  been  given  by  sir  Peter  not  to  fire — 
many  of  these'arms,  with  rockets,  muskets, 
&,c.  have  fallen  into  our  hands,  found  by  the 
picket  guard  under  ensign  Shriven,  which' was 
posted  on  the  battle  ground  for  the  remainder 
of  the  night — nothing  but  the  want  of  ammu- 
nition saved  the  enemy  from  destruction. 

Attached  are  the  names  of  the  wounded ; 
and,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  those  concerned,  I 
inclose  voii  a list  of  the  names  of  every  officer 
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On  the  3th  the  flotilla  retreated  higher  up -island.  The  detachment  landed,  notwith- 
thc  Patuxent,  and  captain  Barrie  being  join-  j standing  a tire,  of  grape  and  musquetry,  drove 
ed  on  the  following  day  by  the  Loire  and  Ja-jthe  enemy  from  the  post,  and  destroyed  the 
seur  brig,  he  proceeded  up  the  river  with  them,  (guard-houses,  <k.c.  bringing  away  a six  poun- 
the  St.  Lawrence  schooner,  and  the  boats  of|der,  the  only  gun  of  the  enemy  at  that  place, 
the  Albion  and  Dragon.  The  enemy  retreat- i Great  gallantry  was  displayed  by  all  employ- 
ed into  St.  Leonard's  creek,  into  which  they! ed  on  this  occasion. 

could  only  be  pursued  by  the  boats,  which  I July  6. — The  rear-admiral  incloses  two  re- 
were  too  inferior  in  force  to  allow  of  any  at-|ports  addressed  to  him  by  captains  Brown  and 
tack  being  made  by  them  alone;  captain  Bar-!  Nourse,  of  the  Loire  and  Severn  : the  form- 
rie  endeavored,  however,  to  provoke  the  ene-ier,  dated  the  27th  of  June,  states  that  the 
my  by  pockets  and  carronades  from  the  boats, ‘erfemy  having  established  a batlery  on  the 
to  coihe  down  within  reach  of  the  ship's  guns,  (banks  of  the  Patuxent  which  opened  on  the 
The  flotilla  was  at  one  time  so  much  galled!  Loire  and  Narcissus,  he  had  judged  it  pro- 
by  these  attacks,  that  it  quitted  its  position,  (per  to  move  the  two  ships  lower  clown  the  river, 
and  chased  the  boats,  and  after  a slight  skir-jWhen  the  flotilla,  under  com.  Barney  moved 
mish  with  the  smaller  vessels  it  returned  pre-  out  of  St.  Leonard’s  creek  and  ran  higher  up 
cipitately  to  its  original  position.  With  a view  (the  Patuxent,  with  the  exception  of  one  row- 


to  force  the  flotilla  to  quit  this  station,  detach 
ments  of  seamen  and  marines  were' landed  on 
both  sides  of  the  river,  and  the  enemy’s  mili 


boat,  which  returned  to  the  creek  apparently 
damaged  by  the  lire  of  the  frigates.  The  let- 
ter from  captain  Nourse,  datet!  the7th  of  July* 


tia  (though  assembled  to  the  number  of  three  reports  his  joining  the  ships  in  the  Patuxent; 
to  live  hundred)  retreating  before  them  into  11  — -j-i  1 1 ° " 

the  woods,  the  marines  destroyed, two  tobac- 
co stores,  and  several  houses,  which  formed 
military  posts.  On  the  15th  the  Narcissus 
joined,  apd  captain  Barrie  determined  to  pro- 
ceed up  the  river  with  12  boats,  having  in 
them  one  hundred  and  eighty  marines,  and 
thirty  of  the  black  colonial  corps ; they  pro- 
ceeded to  Benedict  whence  a party  of  regu- 
lars fled  at  life  approach,  leaving  behind  seve- 
ral muskets,  and  part  of  their  camp  equipage, 
with  a six  pounder*  which  was  spiked  ; a store 
of  tobacco  was  also  found  there— -captain  Bar 


and  having  moved  them  up  beyond  St.  Leonard’s 
creek,  he  sent  captain  Brown  with  the 
marines  of ‘the  ships  up  the  creek,  by  whom, 
two  of  the  enemy's  gun  boats  that  were  found 
drawn  up  and  scuttled,  were  with  other  vessels 
burnt,  and  a large  tobacco  store  destroyed. 

July  19 — The  rear  admiral  states  that  having 
been  joined  by  a battalion  ef  marines,  he 
proceeded  up  the  Potomac  with  a view  to 
attack  Leonard’s  town,  the  capital  of  St.  Mary’s 
county,  where  the  36th  regiment  was  station- 
ed. The  marines  were  landed  under  major 
Lewis,  whilst  the  boats  pulled  up  in  front  of 


rie  advanced  from  thence  towards  Marlbo-  the  town;  but  on  discovering  the  British,  the 

T( 


’ough,  and  although  only  eighteen  miles  from 
Washington,  took  possession  of  the  place,  the 
militia  and  inhabitants  flying  in  the  woods.— 


enemy's  armed  force  quitted  the  place  and  suf- 
fered them  to  take  quiet  possession  of  it.  A 
quantity  of  stores  belonging  to  the  thirty-sikth 


A schooner  was  loaded  with  tobacco,  and  the!  regiment,  and  a number  of  arms  of  different 
boats  plentifully  supplied  with  stock,  after! descriptions,  were  found  here  and  destroyed; 
which  having  burnt  tobacco  stores,  contain-la  quantity  of  tobacco,  flour,  provisions,  and 
ing  two  thousand  five  hundred  hogsheads,  thej  other  articles,  were  brought  away  in  the  boats 
detachment  re-embarked.  The  enemy  col- land  in  a schooner  lying  off  the  town.  Not.  a 
lected  three  hundred  and  sixty  regulars  and  musket  being  fired,  nor  an  armed,  enemy  seen, 
some  militia  on  some  cliffs  which  the  boats  the  town  was  accordingly  spared, 
had  to  pass  ; but  some  marines  being  landed,!  July  21. — The  rear-admiral  reports,  that 
traversed  the  skirts  of  the  heights,  and  re-1  the  enemy  having  collected  some  Virginia  mi- 
embarked  without  molestation;  and  the  ene-llitia  at  a place  called  Nomjnv  ferry,  in  Virgi- 
my  did  not  show  himself  till  the  boats  were  nia,  a considerable  way  up  Nominy  river,  he 
out  of  gun  shot.  Captain  Barrie  commends]  proceeded  thi ther  with  their  boats  and  marines 
in  high  terms,  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers j( the  latter  commanded  by  captain  Robyns, 
and  men,  seamen  and  marines,  under  his  or- I duringthe  illness  of  major  Lewis.)  The  enemy’s 
ders  as  well  as  that  of  the  colonial  corps,  com-  position  was  on  a very  commanding;  eminence, 
posed  of  armed  blacks,  and  rear-admiral | projecting  into  the  water;  but  some  marinea 

1 ,rif*lrnnT'n  fo  fLn  I r\r\  ife  flout-  on/1  conn  ivnf 


Cockburn  takes  the  opportunity  of  expressing 
his  high  sense  of  the  personal  exertions  and 
able  conduct  displayed  by  captain  Barrie. 

June  25. — The  rear-admiral  transmits  a re- 
port from  lieut.  Urniston,  first  of  the  Albion, 
of  a successful  attack  made  by  the  boats  of 
the  squadron,  under  the  lieutenant’s  direction, 
on  a post  established  by  the  enemy  at  Chis- 
sene-siek,  on  the  main  land,  abreast  of  Watt’s 

VOJL.  VI  I 


being  landed  on  its  flank,  and  soon  getting  up 
the  craggy  side  of  the  mountain,  while  the- 
main  body  landed  at  the  ferry,  the  enemy  fell 
back,  and  though  pursued  several  miles  till 
the  approach  of  night,  escaped  with  the  loss 
of  a few  prisoners.  They  had  withdrawn  their 
field  artillery,  and  hid  it  in  the  woods;  fearing 
that  if  they  kept  it  to  use  against  the  British, 
they  would  not  be  able  to  retreat  with  it  quiefc 
U 
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enough  to  save  it  from  capture. — After  taking 
on  board  all  the  tobacco,  and  other  stores 
found  in  the  place,  with  a quantity  of  cattle, 
and  destroying  all  the  store-houses  and  build 
ings,  the  rear-admiral  re-embarked:  and  drop- 
ping down  to  another  point  ot  the  Nominy  he 
observed  some  movements  on  shore  upon 
which  he  again  landed  with  marines.  The 
enemy  fired  a volley  at  them,  but  on  the  ad- 
vance of  the  marines,  fled  into  the  woods.— 
Every  thing  in  the  neighborhood  was  there 
fore  also  destroyed  or  brought  off;  and  after 
visiting  the  country  in  several  other  directions, 
covering  the  escape  of  the  negroes  who  were 
anxious  to  join  him,  he  quitted  the  river,  and 
returned  to  the  ships  with  one  hundred  and 
thirty  five  refugee  negroes,  two  captured 
schooners,  a large  quantity  of  tobacco,  dry 
goods,  and  cattle,  and  a few  prisoners. 

July  21. — The  rear-admiral  gives  an  account 
of  his  having  gone  up  St.  Clement's  creek, 
St.  Mary’s  county,  with  the  boats  and  ma- 
rines, to  examine  the  country.  The  militia 
showed  themelves  occasionally,  but  always 
retreated  when  pursued;  and  the  boats  return- 
ed to  the  ships  without  any  casualty,  having- 
captured  four  schooners  and  destroyed  one. 
The  inhabitants  having  remained  peaceably 
in  their  houses,  the  rear-admiral  did  not  suffer 
any  injury  to  be  done  to  them  excepting  at 
one  farm,  from  which  two  musket  shots  were 
fired  at  the  admiral’s  gig.  and  where  the  pro- 
perty was  therefore  destroyed. 

July  31. — The  rear  admiral  reports,  that 
having  on  the  2^th  proceeded  to  the  head  of 
the  Machodick  river,  in  Virginia,  where  he 
burnt  six  schooners,  whilst  the  marines  march- 
ed without  opposition,  over  the  country  on 
thebanks  of  that  river,  and  therenot  remaining 
any  other  place  on  the  Virginia  or  St  Mary’s 
si  de  o f hi  s 1 ast  anch  o rage  that  h e h ad  n ot  visi ted , 
he,  on  the  28th,  caused  the  ships  to  move 
above  Blackstone’s  Island,  and  on  the  29th 
proceeded  with  the  boats  and  marines  up  the 
Wicomoeo  river;  he  landed  at  Hamburgh  and 
Chaptfoo,  from  which  latter  place  he  shipped 
a consi  derable  quantity  of  tobacco  and  visited 
several  houses  in  different  parts  of  the  country, 
the  owners  ef  which  living  quietly  with  their 
families,  and  seeming  to  consider  themselves 
and  their  neighborhood  at  his  disposal,  he 
caused  no. Farther  inconvenience  to  them,  than 
obliging  them  to  furnish  supplies  of  cattle  and 
stock  for  the  use  of  his  forces. 

Aug,  4 — The  rear  admiral  states,  that  on 
the  2d  the  squadron  dropped  down  the  Poto- 
mac, near  the  entrance  of  the  Yocomoco  river, 
which  he  entered  the  following  day  with  the 
boats  and  marines  and  landed  with  the  latter 
The  enemy  had  here  collected  in  great  force 
and  made  more  resistance  than  usual;  but  the 
ardor  and  determination  of  the  rear-admiral’s 
gallant  little  hand  carried  all  before  them;  and 
after  forcing  the  enemy  to  give  way,  they 


followed  him  10  miles  up  the  country,  captured 
a field  piece,  and  burnt  several  houses  which 
had  been  converted  into  depots,  for  militia, 
arms,  &cc  Learning  afterwards  that  gen. 
iiungerford,  had  rallied  his  men  at  Kinsale, 
the  rear-admiral  proceeded  thither;  and  though 
the  enemy’s  position  was  extremely  strong, 
he  had  only  time  to  give  the  British., an  in- 
effectual volley,  before  they  gained  the  height, 
when  he  again  retired  with  precipitation,  and 
did  not  re-appear.  The  stores  found  at  Kinsale 
were  then  shipped  without  molestation;  and 
having  burnt  the  storehouses  and  other  places, 
with  two  old  schooners,  and  destroyed  two 
batteries,  the  rear-admiral  re-embarked,  bring- 
ing away  five  prize  schooners,  and  a large 
quantity  of  tobacco,  flour,  &c.  a field  piece 
and  a few  prisoners.  The  American  general, 
Taylor,  was  wounded  and  unhorsed,  and  escap- 
ed only  through  the  thickness  of  the  wood 
and  bushes,  into  which  he  ran.  The  British 
had  three  men  killed,  and  as  many  wounded. 
T he  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  on  this 
occasion  calls  for  the  rear-admiral’s  particular 
commendation;  with  500  men  they  penetrated 
ten  miles  into  the  enemy’s  country,  and  skir- 
mished back  surrounded  by  woods,  in  the 
face  of  the  whole  collected  militia  of  Virginia, 
under  generals  Hungerford  and  Taylor;  and 
after  this  long  march  carried  the  heights  of 
Kinsale  in  the  most,  gallant  manner. 

August  8.— -The  rear-admiral  states,  that 
Coan  river,  a few  miles;  from  Yocomoco, 
being  the  only  inlet  on  the  Virginia  side  of 
the  Potomac  that  he  had  not  visited,  he 
proceeded  on  the  7th  to  attack  it  with  the 
boats  and  marines:  after  a tolerably  quick  fire 
on  the  boats,  the  enemy  went  off  precipitately 
with  the  guns:  the  battery  was  destroyed,  and 
the  river  ascended,  in  which  three  schooners 
were  captured,  and  some  tobacco  brought  off. 

August  13. — The  rear-admiral  gives  an 
account  of  his  having,  on  the  12th,  proceeded 
up  St  Mary’s  creek  and  landed  in  various 
parts  of  the  country  about  that  extensive  inlet, 
but  without  seeing  a single  armed  person, 
though  militia  had  formerly  been  stationed  at 
St  Mary’s  factory  for  defence;  the  inhabitants 
of  the  state  appearing  to  consider  it  wiser  to 
submit  than  to  attempt  opposition. 

August  15. — The  rear-admiral  reports  his 
having  again  on  that  day  landed  within  St.  Ma- 
ry’s creek,  but  found  on  the  different  parts 
of  the  country,  the  same  quiet  and  submissive 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  as  in 
the  places  visited  on  the  12th — Throughout 
the  whole  of  these  operations,  rear  admiral 
Cockburn  repeats  the  highest  encomiums 
on  all  the  officers  and  men  of  the  ships  and 
marines,  under  his  orders.  Although  from 
the  nature  of  the  country,  and  the  excessive 
heat  of  the  climate,  these  services  must  have 
been  more  harrassing,  they  were  carried  on 
with  greater  cheerfulness  and  perseverance. 
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occasions,  volunteered  to  accompany  the  rear 
admiral.  To  iieut  col.  Malcolm  and  major 
Lewis,  of  the  Royal  marines,  he  expresses 
his  obligations,  as  well  as  to  the  other  officers 
of  that  corps  The  conduct  of  the  men  was 
also  deserving  of  the  greatest  pra>se;  and 
though  the  re-embarkations  frequently  took 
place  in  the  night,  yet  during  the  whole  of 
the  operations  neither  a sailor  nor -a  marine 
was  reported  missing. 

In  transmitting  the  reports  of  these  services, 
which  come  dqwn  to  the  period  of  sir  Alexan- 
der Cochrane  in  the  Chesapeake,  the  vice  ad- 
miral expresses  the  very  high  sense  he  enter- 
tains af  the  arrangement,  zeal  and  activity 
which  have,  on  all  occasions,  been  shewn 
by  rear-admiral  Cockburn  during  the  time 
he  has  commanded  in  the  Chesapeake,  under 
the  vice-admiral’s  orders 

CORSESrONDENCE  BETWEEN  GENERAL  1IUN- 
GERFORD  AND  ADMIRAL  COCKBURN. 

From  the  Richmond  Enquirer. 

We  publish  the  following  article  that  the 
Virginians  may  see  the  contemptuous  and 
contemptible  terms  in  which  that  “accom- 
plished gentleman,”  admiral  Cockburn,  ad- 
dresses himself  to  an  officer  of  the  state.  We 
are  disposed  to  blame  our  officers  for  their 
condescension  in  submitting  the  imputations 
of  such  an  enemy  to  a military  enquiry.  It 
would  have  been  better  to  have  passed  over 
charges,  which  the  enemy  either  fabricated, 
or  did  not  believe  themselves,  in  silent  con- 
tempt : 

[No.  1.]  • 

“H.  Q.  Henderson’s  Store,  Ang.  15,  1814. 

Sir — I enclose  for  the  information  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  copies  of  a correspon 
dence  transmitted  to  this  department  by  ge- 
neral Hungerford  between  him  and  admiral 
Cockburn,  together  with  an  opinion  of  the 
court  of  enquiry,  the  proceedings  of  which 
were  enclosed  to  the  admiral. 

I am  yours,  respectfully, 

JN.  TURBERYILLE,  As.  Ad.  Gen. 

Fo  the  adjutant  general. 

"II.  Q.  August  5,  1814. 

** Admiral  Cockburn,  commandig  II.  B.  M. 

.forces  in  the  Potomac. 

“Sir — Being  called  into  command  of  the 


confidence  in  the  former,  and  my  distrust  in 
the,  latter,  and  ordered  the  court  which  colo- 
nel Parker  solicited  A copy  of  their  pro- 
ceedings and  decision,  1 have  thought  proper 
to  enclose  you. 

1 am,  sir,  with  due  consideration,  vours, 

J.  V ULNGERFORI), 

Brig,  gen  comd’g.” 

“II.  B.  M.  S.  Albion,  in  the  Potomac,  Aug.  11. 

“Sir — I haye  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter,  bearing  cate  the 
5th  August,  accompanying  the  report  of  a 
court  of  enquiry,  which  you  inform  me  you 
had  “condescended”  to  order  respecting  the 
spirits  reported  to  have  been  poisoned  and 
left  in  the  porch  of  a house  at  Nominy. 

“As  this  ‘ condescension”  on  your  part  has 
certainly  not  proceeded  from  any  enquiries 
of  mine,  and  as  the  tenor  of  your  letter  ad- 
mits not  of  other  reply  from  me,  I beg  to  de- 
cline any  further  discussion  with  you  on  the 
subject. 

“I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  G.  COCKBURN. 

“ Brig.  gen.  Hungerford , &c.  &c” 

H.  Q.  Yeocomico  Church,  August  3. 

“The  court,  after  the  most  mature  delibe- 
ration upon  the  evidence,  hesitate  not  to  de- 
clare to  the  corpmanding  general,  and  to  the 
world,  their  decided  opinion,  that  the  charge 
‘ o poisonous  matter  having  been  infused  in 
any  spirit  left  in  the  house  at  Nominy,  on  the 
the  evening  of  the  20th  July,”  is  utterly  with- 
out foundation,  and  they  rejoice  at  the  oppor- 
tunity which  this  investigation  has  afforded 
them,  to  declare  their  abhorrence  at  so;  dis- 
honorable an  act. 

VINCENT  GRAHAM,  President. 

Test,  J.  W.  JONES,  Judge  Advocate. 

[No.  2.] 

>>  Camp,  August  8,  1814.  ^ 

SIR Since  my  last  of  the  5th,  I have 

learnt  that  the  following  prisoners  are  now  in 
the  squadron  under  your  command,  taken 
near  Monday’s  Point,  on  the  3d  instant,  viz. 
Elisha  Williams,  aged  about  66  years  ; Luke 
Dimeton,  aged  about*  53  do  ; Thomas  Beu- 
chum.  aged  about  45  do.  ; Christopher  Daw- 

It  is  mv 


son,  John  King  and  Thomas  Nutt. 
duty  to  represent  to  you  that  the  three  first 
forces  in  this  quarter,  colonel  Parker  report- jave  over  the  military  age  prescribed  by  law, 
ed  to  me  the  correspondence  which  bad  taken  that  none  were' taken  in  arms,  but  were, 
place  between  you  and  himself,  and  the  pro|as  j understand,  peaceably  remaining  at  their 
ceedings  connected  with  it.  At  the  same  time  j ^vn  homes  ; from  which  they  were  forcibly 
he  claimed  it  as  due  to  the  command  which  takcn  and  the  houses  of  several  burnt;  under 
he  had  held,  and  as  due  to  the  character  of i these  circumstances,  their  detention  would 
our  people,  that  a court  of  enquiry  should  be , be  manifestly  contrary  to  the  laws  and  usages 
* *-  " ‘ 0f  civilized  natipns,  and  to  the  declarations  of 

British  commanders  in  similar  cases — and  I 


constituted  to  investigate  the  imputation  that 
poisoned  spirit  had  been  left  in  the  way  of 
your  troops  in  their  attack  upon  Nominy  — 
Although  well  assured  as  1 was,  that  no  citi- 
zen could  have  perpetrated  a deed  so  base, 
and  disdaining  too  a charge  coming  from  a 
degerted  slave,  I have  condescended  to  wave. 


request  their  discharge. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  P,  HUNGERFORD, 

v B''’g.  gen.  comd’r. 
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P.  S,  Since  writing  the  foregoing,  I have 
understood  from  the  lieutenant  colonel,  to 
whose  regiment  Thomas  Beuchum  was  for- 
merly attached,  that  he  once  held  a commis- 
sion in  the  militia  as  captain,  but  that  about 
nine  months  since,  his  company  was  dissolved 
and  that  , he  holds  no  command;  also  that 
Thomas  Nutt  is  a supernumerary  officer  in 
the  militia,  J.  P.  H. 

H.  B.  M.  ship  Albion,  irt  the  Potomac,  the  11th  Awg.  1814. 

Sin — P have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
Receipt  of  your  letter,  bearing  date  the  8th 
instant,  respecting  six  prisoners  in  the  squad- 
ron under  my  command  ; and  representing  to 
me  that  three  of  them  are  above  what  you 
are  pleased  to  term  the  military  age  prescrib- 
ed by  law,  and  that  none  of  them  were  taken 
in  arms  ; and  therefore  that  their  detention 
is  manifestly  contrary  to  the  laws  and  usages 
of  civilized  nations,  and  to  the  declarations  of 
British  commanders  in  similar  cases,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  you  request  their  discharge* 
As,  sir,  I beg  permission  to  judge  for  myself 
how  far  the  people  in  question  can  be  consi- 
dered to  have  conformed  to  the  declarations 
and  usages  you  have  quoted,  I am  sorry  that 
it  is  neither  in  my  power  to  agree  with,  or 
meet  your  ideas  herein. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  G\  COCKBURN, 

Prig.  general  Hungerford , & c. 

COM  RODGERS  AT  BALTIMORE. 
Copy  of.  a letter  from  com.  Rodgers  to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  dated 

New  Castle,  Sept.  23,  1814. 

Sir — From  the  time  of  my  arrival  at  Bal- 
timore until  my  departure,  the  various  duties 
I had  to  perform,  and  the  different  situations 
in  which  I was  placed,  must  plead  my  apo- 
logy  for  not  furnishing  a report  of  the  servi- 
ces of  the  naval  force  employed  there  under 
my  command  at  an  earlier  period,  and  more 
particularly  as  my  situation,  a large  portion 
of  the  time,  was  such  as  to  denj7  me  the  use 
of  pen,  ink  or  paper, 

The  advance  and  retreat  of  the  enemy  you 
have  been  made  acquainted  with  from  other 
sources,  and  i*  now  only  remains  for  me  to 
make  known  to  you  the  dispositions  made  of, 
aiid  the  services  rendered  by  the  force  under 
my  command,  and  which  I feel  a pleasure  in 
doing,  as  the  conduct  of  all  was  such  as  to 
merit  my  entire  approbation. 

In  the  general  distribution  of  the  forces 
employed  in  the  defence  of  Baltimore,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  commanding  general, 
I stationed  lieut.  Gamble,  first  of  the  Guer- 
yiere,  with  about  100  seamen,  in  command  of 
a,  seven  gun  battery,  on#  the  line  between  the 
Toads  leading  from  Philadelphia  and  Sparrow’s 
point.  • 

Sailing  master  Re  La  Rouch  qf  the  Erie, 
midshipman  Field  of  the  Guerriere,  with 


20  seamen,  in  command  of  a 2 gun  battery, 
fronting  the  road  leading  from  Sparrow’s 
Point. 

Sailing  master  Rama ge,  of  the  Guerriere. 
with  20  seamen,  in  command  of  a 5 gun  bat- 
tery, to  the  right  of  the  Sparrow’s  Point 
road. 

And  midshipman  Salter,  with  12  seamen, 
in  command  of  a one  gun  battery  a little  to 
the  right  of  Mr.  Ramage. 

Lieut.  Kuhn,  with  the  detachment  of  ma- 
rines belong  to  the  Guerriere  was  posted  in 
the  entrenchment  between  the  batteries  occu- 
pied by  lieut.  Gamble  and  sailing  master  Ra  - 
mage. 

Lieut.  Newcomb,  third  of  the  Guerriere, 
with  80  seamen,  occupied  fort  Covington,  on 
the  Ferry  Branch,  a little  below  Spring  Gar  - 
dens. 

Sailing  master  Webster,  of  the  flotilla,  with 
50  seamen  of  that  corps,  occupied  a 6 gun  bat- 
tery, on  the  Ferry  Branch,  known  by  the 
name  of  Babcock. 

Lieut.  Frazier  of  the  flotilla,  with  45  sea- 
men of  the  same  corps,  occupied  a three  gun 
battery  near  the  Lazaretto. 

And  lieut.  Rutter,  the  senior  officer  of  the 
flotilla  in  command  of  all  the  barges,  which 
were  moored  at  the  entrance  of  the  passage 
between  the  Lazaretto  and  Fort  M5 Henry  in 
the  left  wing  of  the  water  batt  ery,  at  which 
was  stationed  sailing  master  Rodman  and  54 
seamen  of  the  flotilla. 

To  the  officers,  seamen  and  marines  of  the 
Guerriere,  considering  the  privations  they 
experienced  and  the  cheerfulness  and  zeal 
with  which  they  encountered  every  obstacle, 
every  acknowledgment  is  due,  aifd  it  would 
be  as  impossible  for  me  to  say  too  much  in 
their  praise,  as  it  would  be  unworthy  of  the 
station  I hold,  not  to  mention  that  their  dis- 
cipline and  good  conduct  is  owing,  in  a pre- 
eminent degree,  to  the  indefatigable  attention 
and  exertions  of  that  highly  estimable  officer 
lieut.  Gamble 

The  enemy’s  repulsion  from  the  Ferry 
branch  on  the  night  of  the  13th  inst.  after  he 
had  passed  fort  M’  Henry  with  his  barges  and 
some  light  vessels  was  owing  to  the  warm  re- 
ception he  met  from  forts  Covington  and 
Babcock,  commanded  by  lieut.  Newcomb  and 
sailing  master  AVebster,  who  with  all  under 
their  command  performed  the  duty  assigned 
to  them  to  admiration. 

To  lieut.  Frazier  commanding  the  three 
gun  battery  at  the  Lazaretto,  great  praise  is 
due  for  the  constant  and  animated  fire  with 
which  he  at  times  assailed  the  enemy  during 
the  whole  bombardment  Although  placed  in 
a very  exposed  situation  to  'rockets  and  shells. 

Great  praise  is  justly  due  lieut.  Rutter  for 
his  prompt  execution  of  my  orders,  as  well  as 
the  zeal  and  coolness  with  which  lie  perform- 
ed all  the  duties  of  his  station,  although  con- 
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tpjually  exposed  for  near  24  hours  to  the  ene-  ( 
my’s  rockets  and  shells.  v 

Similar  praise  is  due  to  the  officers  and  men, 
in  the  several  barges  of  the  flotilla  which  were 
immediately  under  his  command,  who  with- 
out regard  to  the  enemy’s  rockets  and  shells 
maintained  their  position  with  firmness  in  thej 
passage  between  fort  M'Henry  and  the  Laza- 1 
retto. 

Sailing  master  Rodman,  stationed  in  the 
water  battery  of  fort  M’Henry  with  60  seamen 
of  the  flotilla,  (jid  hisduty  in  amanner  worthy 
of  the  service,  to  which  he  belongs. 

To  master’s  mate  Stockton,  my  aid,  I am 
greatly  indebted  for  the  zeal  and  promptitude, 
with  which  he  conveyed  my  orders  from  post 
to  post,  and  wherever  I had  occasion  to  com- 
municate, although  in  some  instances  he  had 
to  pass  through  showers  of  shells  and  rockets. 

To  Mr.  Allen  (brother  of  the  late  gallant 
capt.  Allen  of  the  navy)  who  acted  as  my  aid, 
and  remained  near  my  person,  I am  much  in- 
debted for  the  essential  assistance  he  render- 
ed in  the  capacity  of  secretary,  and  conveying 
my  orders  wherever  I found  the  same  neces- 
sary. 

It  now  becomes  a duty  to  notice  the  services 
of  that  gallant  and  meritorious  officer,  captain 
Spence  of  the  navy,  by  whose  exertions,  as- 
sisted by  lieut.  Rutter  with  the  barges,  the 
entrance  into  the  Bason  was  so  obstructed  in 
the  enemy’s  presence  and  that  too  in  a very 
short  time,  as  to  bid  defiance  to  his  ships,  had 
he  attempted  to  force  that  passage.  In  fine, 
owing  to  the  emergency  of  the  service,  al- 
tho’  no  definite  command  could  be  assign- 
ed capt,  Spence,  his  services  were  neverthe- 
less of  the  first  order,  and  where  danger  was 
expected  there  he  was  to  be  found  animating 
with  his  presence  and  encouraging  by  his  con- 
duct, all  to  do  their  duty. — On  my  leaving 
Baltimore  commodore  Perry  being  absent, 
the  command  of  the  naval  forces  devolved  on 
this  excellent  officer. 

That  justly  distinguished  officer  commo- 
dore Perry,  I am  sorry  to  say,  was  so  indis- 
posed and  worn  out  with  the  fatigue  he  had 
experience^  on  the  Potomac,  and  having  ar- 
rived at  Baltimore  but  a short  time  before 
the  bombardment  commenced,  excluded  his 
taking  an  active  command;  at  the  moment 
however,  when  the  enemy  threatened  to  at- 
tack our  lines,  I found  he  was  with  us,  and 
ready  to  render  every  assistance  in  his  power 
In  a word,  every  officer,  seaman,  and  marine, 
belonging  as  well  to  the  navy  as  to  the  flotil- 
la, performed  his  duty  in  a manner  worthy 
of  the  corps  to  which  he  belonged. 

1 feel  a delicacy  in  attempting  to  express 
an  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  any  other  corps 
than  those  particularly  placed  under  my  com- 
mand by  the  navy  department,  arid  the  mpre 
so,  as  my  object  is  to  avoid  every  cause  of  be- 


ing thought  presuming.  I must  in  justice, 
however,  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  conduct, 
of  col.  Stephen  Stoner,  commanding  the  first 
regiment  of  Alaryland  militia,  which  was 
formed  in  column  in  my  rear,  lor  the  defence 
of  the  lines,  and  whom  I considered  attached 
to  my  command  by  order  of  the  commanding 
general,  conducted  in  a manner  not  only  to 
give  me  satisfaction,  but  the  most  incontesti- 
ble  proof,  that  that  corps  would  have  done  its 
duty,  had  the  enemy  attempted  to  force  the 
entrenchments  in  its  vicinity. 

Much-praise  is  also  due  to  major  Randall, 
commanding  a battalion  of  Pennsylvania  ri- 
flemen, who  was  also  placed  under  my  com- 
mand, and  whom  I dispatched  with  my  aid, 
Mr.  Stockton,  to  dislodge  a party  of  men  in 
the  enemy’s  boats,  which  it  was  supposed  in- 
tended landing  near  the  Lazaretto,  to  take 
possession  of  our  little  three  gun  battery.  Mr. 
Stockton  on  his  return  reported  to  me  in 
very  high  terms  the  zeal  and  gallantry  dis- 
played by  the  major  and  his  corps  on  the  oc- 
casion. Indeed  it  is  but  justice  to  say  that  I 
have  the  best  reason  to  believe,  that  all  the 
corps  stationed  in  the  entrenchments,  so  far 
as  came  under  my  immediate  observation, 
would  have  performed  their  respective  duties 
in  a manner  honorable  to  themselves  and  to 
their  country. 

With  great  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  RODGERS. 

The  hon.  IT m.  Jones , see’y.  of  the  navy. 


ROSS  AND  PARKER. 

The  following  notices  of  the  late  major  general 
Rogs,  and  captain  sir  Peter  Parker  m e extracted 
from  late  London  papers — we  record  them  to  per- 
petuate the  remembrance  of  these  men. 

A strange  disposition,  (arising,  perhaps,  from  that 
refinement  that  would  bury  a man’s  bad  deeds  in 
in  his  grave)  lias  prevailed  to  excuse  the  general 
for  the  conflagration  of  the  capitol;  and  rather 
fix  it  npon  the  guilty  head  of  the  infamous  Cock- 
burn.  The  latter,  heaven  knows,  has  enough  of 
such  sins  of  his  own  to  answer  for,  and  he  should 
be  excused  of  this— for  general  Ross,  in  his  offi- 
cial account  of  the  capture  ot  Washington,  says — 
“Judging  it  of  consequence  to  complete  the  des- 
truction of  the  public  buildings,  with  the  least 
possible  delay,  so  that  the  army  might  return  with- 
out loss  of  time,  the  following  buildings  were  set 
fire  to  and  consumed,  the  Capitol,”  &c.  And  a 
little  further  on  he  says  .“the.  object  of  the  expetfi- 
tion  hairing  been  accomplished” — i.  e.  the  public 
buildings  being  burnt  or  destroyed — he  determine 
ed  to  withdraw,  &c.  see  vol  VII,  page  2 77.  Why 
then  should  the  conflagration  be  charged  to  Cock- 
burn  ? In  a homely  proverb,  exactly  suited  to  this 
occasion,  “give  the  devil  his  due.”  Ross  made 
the  burning  a subject  of  boasting. 

The  man  has  paid  the  debt  he  owed  to  insulted  hu- 
manity— and  Isay,  in  sincerity  and  truth,  peace  t» 
his  ashes.  I would  forgive  the  actor,  but  not 
the  action — and  on  this  principle,  proposed  about 
three  months  since,  that  a subscription  should  be 
opened,  to  build.  up  a monument  near  the  spot 
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were  he  fell,  to  be  composed  of  huge  rough  rocks, 
bolted  together  with  great  clamps  of  iron,  on 
which,  in  letters  of  solid  brass,  should  appear  an 
inscription  somewhat  after  the  following  manner: 
JBy  the  just  dispensation  of  the  Almighty , 

NEAR  THIS  SPOT  WAS  SLAIN, 

September  12,  1814, 

THE  LEADER  OF  A HOST  OF  BARBARIANS, 
who 

destroyed  the  capitol  of  the  United  States,  at 
Washington,  Aug.  24,  1814; 
and  devoted 

THE  POPULOUS  CITY  OF  BALTIMORE, 

to 

rape,  robbery  and  conflagration. 

Peace  to  his  spirit— -but  execration  to  his  deeds. 
Thus  I would  suffer  the  memory  of  tile  man  to  die, 
but  give  his  crime  to  the  latest  posterity. 

(L/As  a plan  of  a monument  to  the  memory  of 
Ross,  somewhat  like  the  preceding,  has  appeared  in 
an  eastern  paper  long  since  this  was  first  written  out, 
it  is  due  to  myself  to  state  the  fact,  lest  I might  be 
charged  with  a plagiarism  that  l am  guiltless  of.  It  is 
Very  possible  for  two  personsHo  fall  upon  the  same 
ideas,  as  in  this  case  has  happened. 

MAJOR  GENERAL  ROSS, 

This  gallant  officer,  whose  conduct  was  so 
conspicuous  in  the  late  attack  upon  Washing- 
ton, was  born  at  Rosstrev.or,  the  estate  of  his 
ancestors,  where  his  father,  after  having  dis- 
tinguished himself  at  the  battle  of  Minden, 
while  commanding  the  grenadiers  of  the  5th 
regiment,  had  retired;  This  gentleman  inter 
jnarried  with  the  sister  of  the  late  earl  of 
Charlemont,  of  which  marriage  general  Koss 
is  a youfiger  son 

, General  Ross  served  at  the  Helder,  where 
lie  was  wounded ; he  served  also  in  Egypt, 
and  at  the  unfortunate  expedition  to  Walche- 
ren.  At  the  battle  of  Maida,  by  a prompt 
manoeuvre,  which  displayed  the  brightest  evi- 
dence of  military  genius  and  heroism — he  in- 
terposed the  20th  regiment,  which  he  com- 
manded between  the  British  and  the  enemy, 
effectually  defeated  the  F rench  cavalry  in  their 
attempt  of  turning  the  hank  of  our  army, 
and  thus  secured  a brilliant  victory  to  sir  J. 
Stuart.  On  this  occasion,  in  addition  to  the 
honorable  testimony  contained  in  sir  J.  Stu- 
art’s despatches,  the  officers  of  the  20th  regi- 
ment marked  their  sentiments  of  esteem  and 
affection  for  him,  by  presenting  him  with  a 
most  beautiful  sword.  The  high  state  of  dis- 
cipline of  the  20th  regiment,  under  the  com- 
mand of  colonel  Ross,  induced  sir  J.  Moore 
t.o  select  it  as  one  of  the  regiments  to  which 
he  confided  the  arduous  duty  of  covering  the 
retreat  of  his  army  to  Corunna.  His  majesty 


„ the 

ground  in  the  yard— and  any  cashal  visitor 
was  pleased  to  reward  colonel  Ross  by  the  dis-j  wliq  looked  at  them  might,  with  the  same 
tinguished  honor  of  nominating  him  one  off  propriety,  talk  of  having  captured  them. 


non-commissioned  officers  and  men  upwards' 
of  300.  The  general  had  2 horses  shot  under 
him  in  the  action  when  hoult  made  his  last 
desperate  attempt  for  the  relief  of  Pamplona. 
In  the  last  battle  of  the  Pyrennees,  general 
Ross  was  struck  in  the  stomach ; fortunately 
the  ball  only  bruised  him  without  penetrating. 

SIR  FETER  PARKER. 

Captain  sir  Peter  Parker,  Bart,  who  unfor- 
tunately fell  in  an  heroic  conflict  up  the  Chesa- 
peake, in  the  diversion  made  to  distract  the 
attention  of  the  enemy  previously  t®  the  attack 
on  the  city  of  W ashington,  [ ! ! ! ] wa?  the  last  of 
his  race  of  maritime  heroes  He  was  the  son 
of  rear  admiral  Christopher  Parker,  who,  by 
his  gallant  exploits  in  the  West  Indies,  was 
made  post  at  the  age  of  19,  and  grandson  to 
the  brave  veteran  admiral  sir  Peter  Parker, 
who,  when  a captain,  distinguished  himself  in 
the  famous  American  war,  by  lying  with  his 
50  gun  shin  before  a strong  fort  in  the  Caro- 
linas,  until  he  and  his  master  were  the  only 
men  remaining  alive  upon  deck. 


CAPTURE  OF  WASHINGTON. 

From  the  JVational  Intelligencer. 

We  have  occupied  a large  portion  of  this 
day’s  p per  with  the  enemy’s  official  accounts 
of  his  enterprize  against  this  city  in  August 
last.  It  has  been  remarked,  and  we  believe 
truly  that  if  the  official  reports  of  British  offi- 
cers for  the  last  thirty  years  could  be  collect- 
ed, they  would  exceed,  in  falsehood,  the  fables 
of  Munchausen  and  Gulliver.  We  must  con- 
fess we  never  had  any  confidence  in  the  cor- 
rectness of  their  statements,  particularly 
those  respecting  their  conflicts  in  Europe 
during  the  late  war — and  their  reports  of  the 
various  actions  which  have  occurred  since  hos- 
tilities commenced  with  us,  must  have  remov- 
ed from  the  mind  of  every  man  any  doubt  of 
their  systematic  duplicity.  But  the  papers 
now  published  stand  pre-eminent  for  their 
disregard  of  truth.  That  particularly  which 
relates  to  the  capture  of  this  city,  as  it  refers 
to  facts  of  which  we  have  a better  knowledge, 
strikes  us  more  forcibly  with  its  false  asser 
tions.  Those  who  had  the  misfortune  to  wit- 
ness the  scene  at  Bladensburg  on  the  24th 
of  August,  will  scarcely  be  able  to  recognize  a 
single  fact  truly  stated  by  the  enemy.  The 
story  about  capturing  200  pieces  of  cannon  a| 
the  navy  yard,  is  perfectly  ridiculous— such 
a number  of  pieces,  it  is  true,  lay  on 


his  aids  de  camp;  anduponhis  late  promotion! 
to  the  rank  of  major:general,  he  was  so  for  i 


From  the  Alexandria  Herald. 

The  official  account  of  gem  Ross  is  now  be 


Uinale  as  to  have  in  his  brigade,  bis  old  compa-!  fore  the  public,  and  in  introducinsr  it  to 
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nions,  the  20th  regiment.  This  regiment, 
during  the  series  of  battles  of  the  PvTennees, 
had  20  officers  killed  and  wounded,  and  of 


our 


readers  we  shall  notice  but  a few  particulars, 
as  we  find  it  to  be  as  correct  in  detail  as  was 
expected,  except  in  the  exaggeration  of  the 
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lumbers  opposed  to  him.  It  appears  that  a the  forces ; 47  sail  of  ships  of  the  line,  frigates, 
demonstration  upon  Washington  was  not  in- j bombs,  sloops  of  war,  tenders  and  transports, 
tended  till  the  22d,  and  that  the  march  to  Up- j having  on  board,  an  army  as  they  said  C000v 
per  Marlborough  was  to  co  ope  rate  with  Cock-  veteran  troops,  the  crews  of  the  ships,  &:c  8000 
burn  in  the  destruction  of  the  flotilla  under]  more,  a total  of  17,000  men,  to  co-operate 
Barney,  at  Pig  Point,  only  about  two  miles  j against  14  open  row  boats , (not  gun  boats)  and 
distant  While  there,  however,  the  general  j one  tender  ; having  mews  amounting  in  the 
“ ascertained  our  force  was  such  as  might  aw-  whole  to  503  men,  400  of  which  had  left  the 
thorise  an  attempt  upon  our  capital;'  and  he] barges  the  day  previous,  leaving  103  men  to 
accordingly  was  determined  to  make  it,  for  'defend  it  against  all  the  forces  combined,  with 
which  purpose  the  troops  were  put  in  motion 'admirals,  generals,  &.c  attheirhead.  The  gene 


on  the  • evening  of  the  22 d?  And  it  will  no 
doubt  occur  to  the  reader  what  connexion  this 
might  not  have  had  with  the  ‘ fortunate  resi- 
dence of  the  agent  for  British  prisoners  at 
Bladensburg .”  But  what  most  astonishes  us, 
is  the  unblushing  manner  in  which  he  an- 
nounces the  destruction  of  the  public  build- 
ings including  the  ‘-president's  palace,”  and 
proves  that  what  we  were  willing  heretolore 
to  ascribe  to  the  ferocious  character  of  Cock- 
burn  was  his  own  deliberate  act,  and  that  he 
justly  merited  the  subsequent  fate  that  awaited 
him  at  Baltimore,  which  is  a striking  example 
of  the  singular  chastisement  inflicted  by  Di- 
vine Vengeance  upon  the  principal  perpetrator 
of  an  act  that  must  be  viewed  by  all  nations 
with  abhorrence,  who  cultivate  civilization 
or  the  improvement  of  the  arts  and  sciences, 
and  destroys  that  character  of  a soldier  wrhich 
the  energy  of  his  enterprize  would  otherwise 
have  entitled  him  to,  as  an  honor  to  his  pro- 
fession. 

£#*The  account  of  their  loss  is  thus  headed, 
“ d list  of  the  killed , wounded  and  missing 
In  the  estimate  however  over  which  this  is 
placed,  there  appear  but  two  descriptions  of 


ral  then  goes  on  to  state  that  on  the  23d,  he  was 
opposed  by  a corps  of  1200  men — now  the  fact 
is  these  1200  men  w ere  no  other  than  two  com- 
panies of  riflemen  and  infantry,  with  light  ar- 
tillery, 200  strong,  under  maj.  Peter,  from  the 
District;  a skirmish  ensued,  one  man  was 
slightly  w ounded.  Then  the  general  comes  on 
to  Bladensburg,  where  he  found  the  enemy 
“strongly  posted  on  commanding  heights  and  a 
fortified  house,  &cc.  which  house  was  shortly 
carried.”  Now  the  fact  is,  the  house  was  not 
occupied  bv  the  Americans,  of  course  easily 
carried.  The  general  then  goes  on  to  state 
how  his  troops  advanced,  and  by  the  irresisti- 
ble attack  of  the  bayonet,  the  enemy  got  into 
confusion  and  fled.  It  w-ould  have  been  more  to 
the  honor  of  the  general,  if  he  had  told  that 
his  men  never  had  it  in  their  power  to  use  the 
bayonet  but  once,  and  then  declined  it;  for 
after  every  attempt  wras  made  by  his  men  to  ad- 
vance on  the  main  road  and  were  driven  by  the 
artillery  under  my  command  into  the  field,  they 
were  rallied  and  again  led  on  by  col.  Thornton, 
who  advanced  to  within  50  yards  of  our  position} 
where  he  was  met  by  the  marines  under  capts. 
Miller  and  Sevier,  with  the  flotilla  men  Col. 
loss,  to  wit,  killed  and  wounded — now  what  ] Thornton  fell  dangerously  wounded,  capt. 
has  become  of  the  missing? — Were  there!  Hamilton  and  It.  Codd  w-ere  killed.  It.  Stevely 
none,  or  was  the  number  so  great  that  they  i of  the  “King’s  Ow  n”  also  severely  wrounded. 

King’s 


feared  to  let  it  be  known  ? It  is  well  known 
their  greatest  loss  was  in  deserters. 

BRITISH  OFFICIAL  ACCOUNT  SET  RIGHT. 

To  the  editors  of  the  JVati6nal  Intelligencer. 

General  Ross  in  his  official  despatch  says, 
that  after  having  landed  the  army  at  Benedict, 
they  moved  up  to  Nottingham,  and  on  the  22d 
August,  to  Upper  Marlborough,  a few  miles 
distant  from  Pig  Point,  where  admiral  Cock- 
burn  fell  in  with  and  defeated  the  flotilla,  tak- 
ing and  destroying  the  whole.  Now  the  fact  is 
they  neither  took  nor  destroyed  the  flotilla,  for 
on  the  21st  the  flotilla  was  abandoned  by  the 
crews  to  join  the  army,  leaving  only  six  or 
eight  men  in  every  barge,  to  destroy  them  on 
the  appearance  of  the  enemy’s  army,  and  forces 
from  the  fleet ; which  was  done  by  the  officers 
and  men  left  by  me,  and  not  by  admiral  Cock- 
burn.  • So  much  for  this  part  of  the  general’s 
despatch.  The  general  declares  he  landed  the 
army  to  co-operate  with  ad.  Cochrane,  in  the 
operations  which  were  to  be  made  in  an  attack 
undei  admiral  Cockburn  upon  the  flotilla.' 
Let  us  for  a moment  make  a comparison  of 


— The  veterans  of  the  86th  and  4th  or 
Own”  gave  way — So  far  from  using  the  bay 
onet  they  fled  before  our  men,  who  pursued 
them,  the  sailors  crying  out  to  ‘board’  them, 
nor  did  the  enemy  rally  until  they  got  into  a 
ravine  covered  with  woods,  leaving  their  offi- 
cers in  our  power.  Then  our  men  returned  to 
their  station;  gen.  Ross  in  person  was  obliged 
to  take  command,  but  dared  not  lead  them  on 
in  front,  butpushed  out  on  our  flank;  our  ammu- 
nition being  expended  we  were  necessitated  to 
retire.  The  general  saystheartillery  which  was 
under  com.  Barney,  ‘ten  pieces’,  were  taken. 
The  fact  is,  I never  had  but  five  pieces.  But 
such  are  the  accounts  given  by  Britsh  comman- 
ders. The  general  then  goes  on  to  state  their 
loss,  which  appears  small,  yet  to  my  know- 
ledge the  85th  regiment  lost  ten  officers  killed 
and  wounded,  among  them  colonel  Thornton, 
lieut.  col.  W ood  and  ma  jor  Brown;  these  facts 
could  not  be  unknown  by  the  general  as  the 
above  officers  fell  into  our  power,  as  did  be- 
tween two  and  three  hundred  other  officers  and 
privates  and  have  been  exchanged  through  my 
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a^en^y,  against  the  officers  and  men  taken  at 
Biadensburg,  and  all  those  taken  and  paroled 
after  being  wounded,  at  Baltimore.  Notwith- 
standing all  these  facts,  colonel  Brook  says 
he  carried  off  two  hundred  of  the  most  re- 
spectable inhabiants  of  that  city  as  prisoners 
— yet  after  this  general  exchange  the  enemy 
fell  in  debt  to  us  in  point  of  numbers  upwards 
of  one  hundred  men,  besides  having  two  hun- 
dred men  buried  on  the  field.  Such  was  the 
real  state  of  these  boasted  transactions,  for  the 
truth  of  which  I refer  to  colonel  Thornton, 
lieutenant  colonel  Wood,v  major  Brown  and 
lieutenant  Stevely. 

JOSHUA  BARNEY. 

CAPTURE  O F*5v LE X A ND RI A. 

Alexandria , December  15.  Captain  Gor- 
don appears  to  have  magnified  the  importance 
of  his  enterprize  up  this  river,  throughout  his 
letter,  but  as 'it  forms  perhaps  the  basis  on 
which  he  expects  to  gain  promotion  for  his 
officers  and  himself,  we  can  the  more  readily 
excuse  this  exaggeration.  He  refers  to  the 
orders  brought  him  by  captain  Baker  of  the 
Fairy,  and  the  confirmation  by  that  officer,  of 
the  news  that  measures  were  in  preparation 
to  prevent  his  return,  as  the  inducement  for 
his  leaving  Alexandria,  44 without  destroying 
the  remaining  stores  he  could  not  take  away” 
The  fact  was,  Gordon  had  resolved  upon  leav- 
ing town  before  the  arrival  of  the  Fairy— -had 
ceased  taking  any  more  of  the  “stores,”  and 
dropped  down  below  the  town  with  a part  of 
lus  vessels,  and  which  movement  is  to  be  en- 
tirely ascribed  to  the  appearance  of  commo- 
dore Porter  at  this  place  on  the  morning  pre- 
ceding the  arrival  of  captain  Baker,  and  is 
perhaps  the  true  reason  why  such  “singular 
exertions”  were  so  “ cheerfully ” performed  in 
facilitating  measures  for  their  speedy  depar- 
ture, as  the  intrepid  lieutenant  Herbert  on 
this  “trying”  occasion  took  a cold  bath  by 
plunging  into  the  river  without  looking  for 
his  boat  to  carry  him  off,  so  great  was  his 
trepidation  at  the  annunciation,  and  so  prompt 
in  bringing  his  “abilities' ” into  “action”  With 
regard  to  the  dexterity  in  securing  their  plun- 
der which  is  so  much  boasted  of,  we  have  but 
one  observation  to  make,  that  this  is  no  un- 
common qualification  in  robbers , which  is  all 
their  professional  ‘‘character”  can  boast  of 
while  before  this  place,  and  which  in  justice 
to  some  of  the  officers  we  state,  was  consider- 
ed by  them  in  an  abhorrent  light,  and  utterly 
at  variance  with  their  private  feelings.  But 
what  deserves  to  be  particularly  Noticed,  is  the 
declaration  of  Gordon,  that  he  had  to  retire 
without  destroying  the  stores,  fyc.  as  he  had  in- 
tended, as  it  goes  to  shew  the  profligacy  of 
his  character  and  the  little  reliance  that  was 
to  be  placed  upon  his  declaration,  as  it  was 
particularly  enquired  of  the  lieutenant  (dub- 
bed the  honorable)  who  bore  the  terms  he  was 


determined  to  -enforce,  by  a gentleman  who 
was  with  the  mayor,  “whether  the  commodore 
intended  to  require  the  delivery  of  any  more 
of  the  merchandize  than  he  could  take  away.” 
They  were  answered  that  it  would  not  be  re- 
quired, which  explanation  was  afterwards  re- 
cognized by  captain  G.  Our  readers  have  here 
a responsible  statement  of  council  of  the 
pledge  given  to  the  town  by  the  said  Gordon, 
and  his  declared  declaration  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  have  violated  it,  but  was  prevent- 
ed by  the  information  from  below,  which 
would  not  permit  him  to  use  or  abuse  bis  time 
compatible  with  the  safety  of  his  squadron. 
It  would  further  seem  from  this  letter,  that 
captain  Kenah,  of  the  bomb-ship,  had  not 
been  killed,  as  stated  in  our  West  India  ex- 
tracts published  some  time  sifice.  We  ac- 
count for  it  in  this  way,  that  Kenah  must 
have  been  amongst  the  wounded,  who  are 
not  particularized,  and  that  his  death  must 
have  taken  place  subsequent  to  the  waiting  of 
this  letter  which  is  dated  on  the  9th,  four 
days  since  the  action.  The  information  of 
his  death  we  deem  satisfactory,  as  it  was  car- 
ried into  Bermuda  by  the  arrival  of  the  rear 
admiral’s  squadron. Herald. 

From  the  Alexandria  Gazette.  Captain 
Gordon’s  official  Account  of  the  capture  of 
Alexandria , will  be  found  in  this  morning’s 
paper.  It  discloses  a fact  highly  derogatory 
to  his  character  as  'a  man  of  honor  and  vera- 
city, viz: — That  it  was  his  intention,  notwith- 
standing his  positive  assurances  to  the  con- 
trary, to  have  destroyed  all  the  flour  and 
other  stores,  which  hq  had  not  the  means  of 
carrying  away. 

Amongst  other  articles,  we  And  in  the  Lon- 
don Gazette  of  the  1st  pf  October,  a series  of 
communications  from  admiral  Cockburn 
giving  a chronological  account  of  his  depreda- 
tions in  the  Chesapeake.  He  boasts  of  hav- 
ing penetrated  with  a small  band  of  choice 
spirits  as  far  as  Marlborough,  within  18  miles 
of  Washington,  where  he  carried  off  a 
sehooner  laden  with  tobacco,  and  burnt  the 
warehouses,  containing  two  thousand  Jive  hun- 
dred hogsheads.  At  Nominy,  be  says,  he  took 
off"  two  schooners  and  a large  quantity  of  to- 
bacco, dry  goods  and  cattle,  and  destroyed  or 
brought  off  every  thing  in  the  neighborhood . 
it  was  in  this  predatory  incursion,  that  the 
dwelling  houses  of  Mrs  Thompson  and  seve- 
ral other  widow  ladies  were  burnt  to  the 


ATTACK  UPON  BALTIMORE. 

His  majeity’s  ship  Severn,  in  the  Ratapseo,  15th  Sept.  1814, 

Sir — In  furtherance  of  the  instructions  I 
had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you  on  the 
ilth  inst.  I landed  at  day  light  of  the  12th 
with  major  general  Ross  and  the  force  under 
his  command,  at  a place  the  general  and  my- 
self had  previously  fixed- upon,  near  to  North 
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Point,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Patapsco,  and 
in  conformity  with  his  wishes,  I determined 
on  remaining  on  shore,  and  accompanying 
the  army  to  render  him  every  assistance  within 
my  power  during  the  contemplated  movements 
and  operations;  therefore  so  soon  as  our  land- 
ing was  completed,  I directed  captain  Nourse, 
of  this  ship,  to  advance  up  the  Patapsco  with 
the  frigates,  sloops,  and  bomb-ships,  to  bom- 
bard the  fort,  and  threaten  the  water  approach 
to  Baltimore,  and  I moved  on  with  the  army 
and  seamen  (under  captain  Edward  Crofton) 
attached  to  it,  on  the  direct  road  leading  to 
the  above  mentioned  town, 

VVe  had  advanced  about  five  miles  (without 
other  occurrence  than  taking  prisoners  a few 
light  horsemen)  when  the  general  and  myself, 
being  with  the  advanced  guards,  observed  a 
division  of  the  enemy  posted  at  a turning  of 
the  road,  extending  into  a wood  on  our  left; 
a sharp  tire  was  almost  immediately  opened 
upon  us  from  it,  and  as  quickly  returned  with 
considerable  effect  by  our  advanced  guard, 
which  pressing  steadily  forward,  soon  obliged 
the  enemy  to  run  off  with  the  utmost  precipi- 
tation*  leaving  behind  him  several  men  killed 
and  wounded;  but  it  is  with  the  most  heartfelt 
sorrow  I have  to  add,  that  in  this  short  and 
desultory  skirmish,  my  gallant  and  highly 
valued  friend,  the  major-general,  received  a 
musket  ball  through  his  arm  into  his  breast, 
which  proved  fatal  to  him  on  his  way  to  the 
water-side  for  re-embarkation. 

Our  country,  sir,  has  lost  in  him  one  of  its 
best  and  bravest  soldiers,  and  those  who  knew 
him,  as  l did*  a friend  most  honored  and 
beloved;  and  I trust,  sir,  that  I may  be  for- 
given for  considering  it  a sacred  duty  1 owe 
to  him  to  mention  here,  that  whilst  his  wounds 
were  binding  up,  and  we  were  placing  him  on 
the  bearer,  which  was  to  carry  him  off'  the 
field,  he  assured  me  the  wounds  he  had  re- 
ceived in  the  performance  of  his  duty  to  his 
country  caused  him  not  a pang;  bat  he  felt 
alone,  anxiety  for  a wife  and  family  dearer 
to  him  than  his  life,  whom,  in  the  event  of 
the  fatal  termination  he  foresawj  he  recom- 
mended to  the  protection  and  notice  of  his 
majesty’s  government,  and  the  country. 
Colonel  Brook,  on  whom  the  command  of 
the  army  now  devolved,  having  come  up,  and 
the  body  of  our  troops  having  closed  with  the 
advance,  the  whole  proceeded  forward  about 
two  miles  further,  where  we  observed  the  ene- 
my in  force  drawn  up  before  us  (apparently 
about  six  or  seven  thousand  strong) ; on  per- 
ceiving our  army,  he  filed  off  into  a large  and 
extensive  wood  on  his  right,  from  which  he 
commenced  a cannonade  01141s  from  his  field 
pieces,  and  drew  up  his  men  behind  a thick 
paling,  where  heappeared  determined  to  make 
his  stand.  Our  field  guns  answered  his  with 
evident  advantage,  and  so  soon  as  colonel 
Brook  had  made  the  necessary  dispositions, 
tql.  v'n. 


the  attack  was  ordered,  and  executed  in  the 
higheststyle  possible.  The  enemy  opened  his 
musketry  on  us  from  his  whole  line;  immedi- 
ately we  approached  within  reach  ot  it,  and 
kept  up  his  fire  till  we  readied  and  entered 
the  wood,  when  he  gave  way  m every  direction, 
and  was  chased  by  us  a considerable  distance 
with  great  slaughter,  abandoning  his  post  of 
the  meeting  house,  situated  in  this  wood,  and 
leaving  all  his  wounded  and  two  of  his  field 
guns  in  our  possession. 

An  advanced' this  description  against  supe- 
rior numbers  of  an  enemy  so  strongly  posted, 
cOuld  not  be  effected  without  loss.  1 have  the 
honor  to  enclose  a return  of  what  has  been 
suffered  by  those  of  the  naval  department, 
acting  with  the  army  on  this  occasion;  and  it 
is,  sir.  with  the  greatest  pride  and  pleasure, 

I report  to  you  that  the  brigade  of  seamen 
with  small  arms,  commanded  by  captain  Ed- 
ward Crofton,  assisted  by  captains  Sullivan, 
Money  and  Ramsey  (the  three  senior  com- 
manders with  the  fleet),  who  commanded  di- 
visions under  him,  behaved  with  a gallantry 
and  steadiness  which  would  have  done  honor 
to  the  oldest  troops,  and  which  attracted  the 
admiration  of  the  army.  The  seamen  under 
Mr.  Jackson,  master’s  mate  of  the  Tonnant, 
attached  to  the  rocket  brigade,  commanded 
by  the  first  lieut.  Lawrence,  of  the  marines, 
behaved  also  with  equal  skill  and  bravery. 
The  marines  landed  from  the  ships  under  the 
command  of  captain  Robyns,  the  senior  of- 
ficer qf  that  corps,  belonging  to  the  fleet.,  be- 
haved with  their  usual  gallantry. 

Although,  sir,  in  making  to  v ou  my  report  of 
his  action.  1 know  it  is  right  1 should  coniine 
myself  to  mentioning  only  the  conduct  of  those 
belonging  to  the  naval  department,  yet  I may 
be  excused  for  venturing  further  to  state  to 
you  generally  the  high  admiration  with  which 
I viewed  the  conduct  of  the  whole  army,  and 
the  ability  ajid  gallantry  with  which  it  was 
managed  and  headed  by  its  brave  colonel, 
which  insured  to  it  the  success  it  met  with. 

The  night  being  fast  approaching  and  the 
troops  much  fatigued,  colonel  Brook  deter- 
mined on  remaining  for  the  night  on  the  f eld 
ofbattlejand  on  the  morning  of  the  13th.  leav- 
ing a small  guard  at  the  meeting  house  to 
collect  and  protect  the  wounded,  we  again 
moved  forward  towards  Baltimore,  on  ap- 
proaching which  it  was  found  to  be  defended 
by  extremely  strong  works  on  every  side,  and 
immediately  in  front  of  us  by  an  extensive 
hill,  on  which  wTas  an  entrenched  camp,  and 
great  quantities  of  artillery,  and  the  informa- 
tion we  collected,  added  to  what  we  observed, 
gave  us  to  believe  there  were  at  least  within 
their  works  from  15  to  20,000  men.  Col. 
Brook  lost  no  time  in  reconnoitring  these  de- 
fences, after  which  he  made  his  arrangement 
for  storming,  during  the  ensuing  night,  with 
his  gallant  little  army,  the  entrenched  camp 
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in  our  front,  notwithstanding  all  the  difficul-j and  when  the  storming  of  the  fortified  hill 
ties  which  it  presented.  The  subsequent  was  contemplated,  he  hastened  to  my  assis- 
communications  which  we  opened  with  you,  lance,  with  a reinforcement  of  seamen  and 
however,  induced  him  to  relinquish  again  the  marines;  and  1 should  consider  myself  want- 
idea,  and  therefore  yesterday  morning  the  ar-l  ing  in  candor  and  justice  did  I not  particular- 
ity retired  leisurely  to  the  meeting  house,  ,ly  point  out,  sir,  to  you,  the  high  opinion  I en- 
where  it  halted  for  some  iiours  to  make  lne  iie-j  tertain  of  the  enterprise  and  ability  of  this  va- 
cessarv  arrangements  respecting  the  wounded  luable  officer, not  only  for  his  conduct  on  this 

occasion,  but  on  the  very  many  others,  on 
which  I have  employed  him,  since  with  me 
in  the  Chesapeake 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  See. 

G COCKBURN.  Rear  Adm. 
Vice  adm  the  hem  sir  A Cochrane , 

K B commander  in  chief.  Sfc. 

On  board  H.  M.  S.  Tonnant,  Sept.  15,  1814. 

Dear  Sir  I beg  leave  to  be  allowed,  to 
state  to  you,  how  much  I f el  indebted  to 
capt.  Crofton,  commanding  the  brigade  of 
sailors  fromH.  M.  ships  under  yourcommand, 
as  also  to  capts  Sullivan.  Money  and  Ram 
say,  for  their  very  great  exertions  in  perform - 


and  the  prisoners  taken  on  the  12t.h,  which 
being  completed,  it  made  a further  short 
movement  in  the  evening  towards  the  place 
where  it  bad  disembarked,  and  where  it  arri- 
ved this  morning  for  re-embarkation,  without 
suffering  the  slightest  molestation  from  the 
enemy,  who,  in  spite  of  his  superiority  of  num- 
bers, did  not  even  venture  to  look  at  us  during 
this  slow  and  deliberate  retreat. 

As  you,  sir,  were  in  person  with  the  advanc- 
ed frigates,  sloops,  and  bomb  vessels,  and 
as,  from  the  road  the  army  took,  I did  not 
see  them  after  quitting  the  beach,  it  would  be 
superfluous  for  me  to  make  any  report  to  you 
respecting  them.  I have  now,  therefore,  only 
to  assure  you  of  my  entire  satisfaction  and 
approbation  of  the  conduct  of  every  officer 
and  man  employed  under  me,  during  the  ope- 
rations above  detailed,  and  to  express  to  you 
how  particularly  I consider  myself  indebted 
to  captain  ivdward  Crofton  (acting  captain  of 
the  Royal  Oak,)  for  the  gallantry,  ability,  and 
zeal  with  which  he  led  on  the  brigade  of  sea- 
men in  the  action  of  the  12th,  and  executed 
all  the  other  services  with  which  he  has  been 
intrusted  since  our  landing;  to  capt.  White 
(acting  captain  of  the  Albion)  who  attended 
me  as  my  aid-de  camp  the  whole  time,  and 
rendered  me  every  possible  assistance;  to  cap- 
tains Sullivan,  Money,  and  Ramsay,  who  com- 
manded divisions  of  the  brigade  of  seamen 
to  lieut  James  S ott.  of  the  Albion,  whom  1 
have  had  such  frequent  cause  to  mention  to 
you  on  former  occasions,  and  who  in  the  bat- 
tle of  the  12th  commanded  a division  of  sea 
men,  and  behaved  most  gallantly,  occasionally 
also  acting  as  an  extra  aid-de  camp  to  myself; 
capt.  Robyns, who  commanded  the  marines  of 
the  fleet,  and  who  was  severely  wounded  du- 
ring the  engagement,  I also  beg  to  recommend 
to  v our  favorable  notice  and  consideration,  as 
well  as  lieut.  G.  C.  Urmston,  of  the  Albion, 
whom  I placed  in  command  of  the  smaller 
boats,  to  endeavor  to  keep  up  a commnnica 
tion  between  the  army  and  navy,  which  he  ef- 
fected with  great  perseverance,  and  thereby 
rendered  us  most  essential  service.  In  short, 
sir,  every  individual  seemed  animated  with 
equal  anxiety  to  distinguish  himself  by  good 
conduct  on  this  occasion,  and  I trust  there- 
fore the  whole  will  be  deemed  worthy  of  your 
approbation. 

Capt.  Nourse,  of  the  Severn,  was  good 
enough  to  receive  my  flag  for  this  service,  he 
rendered  me  great  assistance  in  getting  the 
ships  to  the  different  stations  within  the  river, 


mg  every  formation  made  by  his  majesty’s 
troops;  having  seen  myself  those  officers,  ex- 
pose themselves  in  the  hottest  of  the  enemy’s 
fire,  to  keep  their  men  inline  of  march  with 
the  disciplined  troops.  The  obedient  and 
steady  conduct  of  the  sailors,  believe  me,  sir, 
excited  the  admiration  of  every  individual  of 
the  army,  as  well  as  my  greatest  gratitude. 
Believe  me  to  he.  dear  sir, 

(Signed)  AhTIJliR  Bi  OoK,  col.com. 
Vice  adm  the  hon  sir  A.  Cochrane , 

K B commander  in  chief,  fyc. 

Killed  and  wounded  belonging  to  the  navy  dis- 
embarked with  the  army  under  maj.  gen . 
Boss , Sept  12,  1814 

Total  killed — 1 petty  officer,  3 seamen,  3 
marines. 

Total  wounded — 1 officer,  6 petty  officers, 
22  seamen  15  marines. 

(Signed)  G.  COCKBUjkN,  Rear  Adm. 

Tonnant,  in  the  Chesapeake,  Sept.  '2. 

Sir — I transmit  to  you  herewith,  returns 
of  the  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  in  the 
demonstration  on  Baltimore,  between  the  12th 
and  14th  inst.  I have  the  honor  to  be.  Ac. 

A.  COC  RANE, 
Vice  adm.  and  com.  in  chief. 
J W Croker , Esq. 

Killed  wounded  and  missing  of  the  naval 
brigade  commanded  by  capt,  Ed  Crofton 
of  H M.  S Royal  Oak.  and  serving  with 
the  army  on  shore,  under  maj  gen.  Ross  on 
the  12 th  Sept.  1814. 

Total  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  6 killed; 
32  wounded^  1 missing. 

Killed  and  wounded  of  the  marine  brigade 
commanded  by  capt  Robyns,  royal  marines , 
of  II  M S Tonnant . and  serving  in  the 
army  under  major  general  Ross,\2lh  Szpt. 
1814. 

Total — 1 killed;  16  wounded. 
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RESIGNATION  OF  MR  S i ONE. 

Legislature  of  North  Carolina , Dec.  2 

A message  was  received  from  the  governor 
inclosing  the  following  resignation  of  the bon 
David  Stone,  one  of  our  senators  in  congress. 

Hope,  near  IVmdsor , 21  st  JVov.  1814. 

Dear  sir  -1  ask  as  a favor  of  your  excel- 
lency to  he  the  medium  of  communicating  to 
the  general  assembly  of  North  Carolina,  now 
in  session,  this, as  my  resignation  of  the  trust 
conferred  upon  me  by  the  legislature  of  1812, 
to  represent  the  state  in  the  senate  of  the  U- 
nited  States. 

Circumstances  have  occurred  since  my  ap 
pointment,  that,  in  my  judgment,  vender  it  a 
duty  I owe  to  the  state,  (whose  agent,  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  I have  faithfully  been)  as 
well  as  a duty  to  myself,  to  say  on  this  occa 
sion,  that  to  all  those  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture who  thought  proper,  at  the  time  of  my 
appointment,  to  consult  me  in  relation  to  mv 


bade  me  voluntarily  to  place  in  their  hands  so 
important  a trust  as  that  of  appointing  a 
senator,  llow  this  excitement  hau  been  p«  o- 
duced  1 neither  knew  nor  enquired  ; nor  did 
I care  further  than  this,  that  it  was  much 
mortification  to  me  that  the  legislative  coun- 
cil of  the  state  should  be  so  greatly  agitated 
by  so  senseless  a clamor 

Much  against  my  wish  1 attended  the  last 
session  of  congress.  W lien  the  embargo  was 
again  recommended  by  the  president  ana  pas- 
sed again  by  a large  majority  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  l,as  a member  of  the  senate, 
voted  for  it,  not  because  iny  opinion  of  the 
subject  was  in  the  least  altered,  but  because 
the  suffering  it  must  occasion  would  in  a short 
time.  I hoped,  recal  the  sober  sense  of  the 
nation,  and  we  should  finally  get  rid  of  that 
self  destroying  engine. 

The  senate  of  the  United  States  being  the 
court  established  bv  the  constitution  for  try- 


disposition  to  serve  the  state,  if  selected  torjing  all  cases  of  impeachment  for  bribery  and 
the  purpose,  I uniformly  answered,  that,  should 
I be  honored  by  their  choice,  which  I by  no 


means  wished,  I would  serve  for  a session  or 
two  ; but  that  the  obligation  of  providing  for 


corruption,  and  er  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors, that  may  be  exhibited  against  the 
president,  the  vice-president,  cr  ari}  of  the 
civil  officers  of  government,  cannot  as  it  seems 


my  fam  ly  and  my  domestic  concerns,  would  to  me.  with  propriety  institute  enquiries  into 
not  permit  me  to  promise  for  alonger  term,  the  conduct  of  those  officers  The  court  w hich 
It  is  true.  I hoped  to  be  able  to  attend  ’till  is  to  try  must  certainly  be  excused  from  the 
I could  have  seen  the  return  of  peace  to  my  j management  of  the  prosecution  ard  the  col- 
country.  But  a shor' attendance  at  tv>e  summer  | lection  of  evidence  to  support  it.  If,  tlere- 
session  of  .813,  convinced  me  this  was  a vain  fore,  the  senate  are  at  anv  time  convinced 
hope.  It  was  not  possible  for  me  to  think,  that  the  public  money  is  w asted  by  the  pub- 
that,  to  wage  the  war  in  which  vve  rvere  en  j lie  agents,  it  would,  I apprehend,  be  difficult 
gaged  by  embargo,  by  militia  tours  of  dutyj  to  point  out  a method  move  com  form  able  to 
for  distant  expeditions,  by  short  enlistments  the  principles  of  our  constitution,  by  which 
of  regular  troops,  by  a profuse  and,  as  I veri-  that  body  can  effect  a correction  of  such  im- 
ly  believed  unnecessary  expenditure  of  the  proper  disposal  of  the  pul  lie  money,  than  by 
public  monev  and  by  sending  our  most  dis-  refusing  to  vote  supplies  until  the  constitulion- 
tinguished  citizens  to  traverse  Europe  as  soli-  al  organ  for  the  purpose  shall  make  enquiiy 
citors  for  peace,  could  lead  to  a speedy  or  ho-  -where  the  fault  rests,  and  take  measures  for 
norable  termination  of  the  war.  its  correction.  1 his  refusal  to  sanction  the 

Indeed  so  very  strange  lid  these  things  ap-  supplies  of  the  senate,  imposes  upon  the  house 
pear  to  me,  as  war  measures,  that  tomyjudg-  of  representatives  to  whom  the  constitution 
mentit  seemed,  if  the  enemy  had  directed  our  commits  the  important  trust  of  enquiring  into 
course,  he  could  not  well  have  selected  one  and  correcting  abuses,  the  necessity  of  per- 
that  would  with  more  certainty,  and  scarcely  forming  their  duty  in  that  respect, 
with  more  expedition,  conduct  us  to  division  It  was  upon  this  ground  alone  that  I voted 
among  ourselves — to  bankruptcy  and,  as  I against  the  tax  bills  in  the  summer  session  of 
feared,  to  ruin  ! Not  being  able,  therefore,  fo  1813.  I was  fully  satisfied  by  information  re- 
approve nor  to  withstand  the  torrent  by  which  ceived  from  the  highest  authority,  that  a most 
we  were  urged  forward,  I determined  neither  unnecessary  and  prodigal  waste  of  public  mo- 
to  incur  responsibility  for  measures  adopted  nev  existed  in  the  expenditures  of  the  war  de- 
against  my  judgment,  nor  longer  to  engage  partment  ; and  w>as  either  sanctioned  or  not 
myself  in  the  disagreeable  task  of  opposing  corrected  by  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  cor- 
those  legislative  provisions  a majority  rect  it  I voted,  therefore,  for  the  lorn  bill 
thought  necessary  for  carrving  on  an  arduous  i to  supply  the  present  exigencies  of  the  govern- 
war,  but  to  retire  to  private  life,  and  waitiment,  but  against  the  tax  bills  w l id  it  was 
with  resignation  for  a more  auspicious  season,  (contemplated  should  not  come  into  operation 
when  the  delirium  of  the  moment  should  have  for  six  months,  with  the  hope,  if  succesful 
passed  away  On  my  arrival  at  Raleigh,  du-  jin  my  opposition,  that  the  abuse  would  in  the 
ring  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  with  mean  time  be  enquired  into  and  corrected  — 
intentions  to  resign,  I found  a degree  of  ex  j The  determination  of  the  senate  was  against 
eitement  prevailing  in  that  body  which  for- 1 me,  the  tax  bills  passed.  But  in  little  more 
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than  twelve  months  after,  we  became  bank- 
rupt ; that  is,  the  war  department  has  been  for 
a considerable  time  without  a dollar  subject  to 
its  disposal  ; and  at  a time  too  when  the  pub- 
lic functionaries  declare  the  resources  of  the 
country  to  be  ample  [riee  the  report  of  the 
late  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  present 
session  of  congress- — the  letter  of  the  present 
secretary  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  dated  17th  October,  1814, 
and  the  speeches  of  the  latter  gentleman.] — 
This  result  does  not  certainly  prove  that  my 
conviction  of  the  waste  of  public  money  was 
ill  founded  nor  that  the  necessity  did  not  ex- 
ist to  enquire  into  and  correct  the  abuse.  A n 
individual  who  borrows  money  upon  a mort- 
gage of  his  estate  if  he  lays  out  the  money 
judiciously  in  improvements,  will  therebyen- 
crease  his  ability  to  obtain  supplies  on  the 
same  security.  But  if  on  the  other  hand  he 
consumes  the  money  thus  obtained  in  treats, 
entertain  men's  and  presents  to  those  who  will 
support  himself  and  friends  at  an  election,  he 
will  obtain  every  fresh  supply  with  increased 
difficulty,  until  his  course  is  entirely  stopped. 

The  political  atmosphere  of  our  country  is 
soloaded  with  clouds, and  threateningin  its  as- 
pect, that  1 should  certainly  remain  at  the 
post  assigned  me,  if  1 conceived  that,  by  re- 
maining, I could  be  of  any  service,  whatever 
sacrifice  it  might  cost  me.  But  my  opinions 
and  views  differ  so  radically  from  those  of  the 
persons  who  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  nation, 
and  who  appear  to  be  strongly  supported  by 
the  public  sentiment  of  the  nation,  and  as  I 
am  conscious  I possess  a very  fallible  judg- 
ment, but  which,  such  as  it  is,  must  be  my 
guide  in  tne  performance  of  my  public  duty, 
entirely  independent  of  and  uncontroled  b v 
party,  I therefore  conclude  it  is  best  forme  to 
withdraw  from  the  scene, 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest 
consideration  and  esteem,  your  humble  ser- 
vant, DAVID  STONE. 

Ills  excellency  gov.  Haivkim. 

TREATY  WITH  THE  N.  W.  INDIANS. 

BY  TIIE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
OF  AMERicA. 

A Proclamation. — Whereas,  a treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
Wyandot,  Delaware,  Shawanoese,  Seneca, 
and  Miamie  nations  of  indians,  was  conclud- 
ed and  signed  on  the  twenty-second  day  of 
July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand ! 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  both  nations,  fully  and  respective' 
ly  authorised  for  that  purpose,  and  was  duly 
ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  De- 
cember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  18J4-,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  which 
treaty  is  in  the  following  words  tp  wit: 


A treaty  of  peace  and  friendship  between  the 

United  Stales  of  America  and  the  tribes  of 

indians  called  the  Wyandot s,  Delawares, 

Shawanoese , Senecas  and  Miamies. 

| The  said  United  States  of  America  by 
William  Henry  Harrison,  late  a maj.  general 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  Lewis 
Cass,  governor  of  the  Michigan  Territory, 
duly  authorised  and  appointed  commissioners 
for  the  purpose,  and  the  said  tribes,  by  their 
head  men,  chiefs  and  warriors,  assembled  at 
Greenville  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  have  agreed 
to  the  following  articles,  which,  when  ratified 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate 
thereof,  shall  be  binding  upon  them  and  the 
said  tribes, 

Article  I.  The  United  States  and  the 
Wyandots,  Delawares,  Shawanoese  and  Sene- 
cas, give  peace  to  the  Miamie  nation  of  indi- 
ans, formerly  designated  as  the  Miamie  Eel 
river  and  Weea  tribes;  they  extend  this  indul- 
gence also  to  the  bands  of  the  Putawatiir.ies, 
which  adhere  to  the  grand  sachem  Tobinipee, 
and  to  the  chief  Onoxa,  to  the  Ottowas  of 
Blanchard’s  creek,  who  have  attached  them- 
selves to  the  Shawanoese  tribe,  and  to  such  of 
the  said  tribes  as  adhere  to  the  chief  called  the 
Wing,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Detroit,  and  to 
the  Kickapoos,  under  the  direction  of  the 
chiefs  who  sign  this  treaty. 

Article  II.  The  tribes  and  bands  above- 
mentioned,  engage  to  give  their  aid  to  the 
United  States  in  prosecuting  the  war  against 
Great  Britain,  and  such  of  the  indian  tribes  as 
still  continue  hostile;  and  to  make  no  peace 
I with  either  without  the  consent  of  the  United 
I States.  The  assistance  herein  stipulated  for, 
jis  to  consist  of  such  a number  of  their  war- 
iriors  from  each  tribe,  as  the  president  of  the 
j United  States,  or  any  officer  having  his  aulho- 
rity  therefor,  may  require. 

Article  III.  The  Wyandot  tribe,  and 
the  Senecas  of  Sandusky  and  Stoney  creek, 
the  Delaware  and  Shawanoese  tribes,  who 
have  preserved  their  fidelity  to  the  United 
States  throughout  the  war,  again  acknow- 
ledge themselves  under  the  protection  of  the 
said  states,  and  of  no  other  pow7er  whatever; 
and  agree  to  aid  the  United  States,  in  the 
manner  stipulated  for  in  the  former  article, 
and  to  make  no  peace  but  with  the  consent  of 
the  said  states. 

Article  IV.  In  the  event  of  a faithful  per- 
formance of  the  conditions  of  this  treaty,  the 
U.  States  will  confirm  and  establish  all  the 
boundaries  between  their  lands  and  those  of 
the  Wyandots,  Delaware,  Shawanoese  and 
Miamies,  as  they  existed  previously  to  thp 
commencement  of  the  war. 
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In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  commis- 
sioners and  the  said  head-men,  chiefs  and 
warriors  of  the  before  mentioned  tribes 
of  indians  have  hereunto  set  their  hands 
and  affixed  their  seals. 

Done  at  Greenville,  in  the  state  of  Ohio, 
this  twenty  second  day  of  July,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  and  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  United  States,  the 
thirty-ninth. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON. 
LEWIS  CASS. 

In  presence  of 

James  Dill,  secretary  to  the  commissioners, 
John  Johnston,  indian  agent, 

13.  F.  Stickney,  indian  agent, 

James  J.  Nisbit,  associate  judge  of  the  court  o f 
common  pleas,  Preble  county, 

Thomas  G.  Gibson 

SWORN  INTERPRETERS. 

Antoine  Boindi,  sworn  interpreter, 

Wm.  Walker,  sworn  interpreter, 

William  Conner,  sworn  interpreter, 

J.  B Chandonnai,  sworn  interpreter, 

Stephen  Reeddeed,  sworn  interpreter, 

James  Pettier,  sworn  interpreter, 

Joseph  Bertrane,  sworn  interpreter, 

Thos.  Ramsey,  capt.  1st  rifle  regt. 

John  Conner, 

John  Biddle,  col.  1st  regt.  Ohio  militia. 

[Signed  by  a great  number  of  chiefs  and 
warriors,  viz.  14  Shawanoese,  5 Ottomas,  1 3 
Senecas,  16  Dele  wares,  13  Wyandotts,  28 
Miainies,  18  Potawattamies.] 

Now,  therefore,  to  the  end  that  the  said 
treaty  be  observed  and  performed  with  good 
faith  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  I have 
caused  the  premises  to  be  made  public,  and  I 
do  hereby  enjoin  and  require  ail  persons  bear- 
ing office,  civil  or  military,  within  the  United 
States,  and  all  others,  citizens  or  inhabitants 
thereof,  or  being  within  the  same,  faithfully 
to  observe  and  fulfil  the  said  treaty,  and  every 
.clause  and  article  thereof. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I have  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed  to 
these  presents,  and  signed  the  same  with 
my  hand. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington  the 
twenty  first  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight! 
hundred  and  fourteen,  and  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  United  States  the 
thirty-ninth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

By  the  president, 

JAMES  MONROE. 


PENSACOLA. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  Janvary  2,  1815. 

We  have  received  from  an  attentive  friend! 
who  resides  on  the  Mobile,  the  subjoined  ex- 
tract pftfye  journal  of  Wm  Ellis,  a man  of  ve-l 


racity  and  good  character.  It  is  a document, 
at  this  moment  of  some  importance.  It  vin- 
dicates most  satisfactorily,  if  vindication  in 
this  case  can  beconsidered  necessary,  the  con- 
duct of  the  American  government,  or  their 
general,  in  entering  Pensacola. 

'Phis  interesting  paper  also  exhibits  in  a 
strong  light  the  anti-neutral  conuuct  of  the 
Spanish  governor  of  West  Florida  We  should 
hope,  indeed,  that  Don  Gonzales  Manrique, 
does  not  faithfully  represent  the  king  whose 
commission  he  holds;  but,  whatever  be  the 
real  temper  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  to- 
wards the  United  States,  it  became  necessa- 
ry to  the  safety  of  our  territory  and  people, 
that  some  check  should  be  given  to  the  enemy 
whilst  finding  an  asylum,  and  countenance 
and  protection,  from  pretended  friends  in 
Pensacola. 

In  the  simple  narrative  of  Mr.  Ellis,  we 
find  that  a force  came  from  Pensacola  to 
scour  our  territory,  to  make  prisoners  of  un- 
armed citizens,  and  attack  our  forts;  that  thev 
returned  with  their  booty  and  prisoners  to 
Pensacola:  that  the  prisoners  were  kept,  as  if 
in  a hostile  country,  contrary  tothe  establish- 
ed principles  of  the  law  of  nations:  that  when 
an  American  force  pursued  the  enemy  as  far 
as  the  Perdido,  the  Spanish  governor  ap- 
pears to  have  considered  a resistance  to  them 
as  the  common  concern  of  the  British,  the 
indians  and  himself,  and  that  he  made  ar- 
rangements for  sending  a Spanish  force  to  co- 
operate with  the  indians  in  resisting  the  Ame- 
ricans, whilst  in  fresh  pursuit  of  their  avowed 
enemies  engaged  in  the  vpry  act  of  carrying  off 
their  property  and  their  people.  Is  this  neu- 
trality? Was  there  any  chance  of  security  to 
the  adjacent  settlements  of  American  citizens, 
if  such  infamous  partiality,  not  to  say  hostili- 
ty, had  been  viewed  with  awful  reverence  by 
the  American  general? 

How  could  he  plead  a regard  to  neutral 
rights?  Neutral  duties  must  be  observed,  if 
neutral  rights  would  be  respected.  Every 
man  must  be  satisfied  that  there  was  no  real 
neutrality  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  gover- 
nor: and  the  return  of  gen  Jackson  to  our  own 
territory,  after  having  driven  off  the  indians 
am  the  British,  can  only  be  regarded  as  a so- 
lemn sacrifice  made  by  the  American  govern- 
| ment  to  that  love  of  peace  and  friendship 
with  other  nations,  which  has  always  marked 
their  character  and  conduct. 

Extracts  from  the  journal  of  William  Ellis , 

inspector  of  the  reven  ue  at  Mobile , who  was 

taken  prisoner  by  the  British  and  Indians 

and  carried  to  Pensacola , a Spanish  town 

in  West  Florida. 

fThe  journal  begins  with  August  28th  1814> 
jand  states  his  employment  as  a custom  house 
officer,  stationed  then  at  Bonsecour,  a river  on, 
the  east  side  of  the  bay  of  Mobile.] 
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September  12th — Visited  the  landing  in  the 
forenoon — after  dinner,  commence  fixing  some 
fish-hooks,  and  about  half  part  two,  P M.  cast- 
ing my  eye  up,  saw  two  Creek  indians  paint- 
ed, pointing  their  guns  at  me — and  in  the 
space  of  a moment,  the  yard  and  house  were 
crowded  with  them. — Mrs.  La  Coast  and  her 
sou  (ten  years  old,)  Miss  Betsey,  her  two 
children,  and  sister,  were  screaming  in  the 
rooms.  I continued  my  seat.  Several  indi- 
ans came  up  to  me,  among  whom  was  a chief, 
who  gave  me  his  hand.  At  this  moment  a 
British  officer  came  up,  and  ordered  me  to  fol- 
low him.-  I arose  and  observed,  ‘ Y ou  are  a 
British  offi  er.  I presume.’  ‘Yes,’  said  he  I 
may  consider  myself  a prisoner  to  you.’  ‘ i ou 
may  say  that,’  he  replied,  ‘or  I cut  your  head 
off.7  ‘I  shall  expect  that  humanity  from  you, 
which  belongs  to  your  nation.’  ‘Its  more,’  said 
he,  ‘than  we  receive  from  your  nation  a 
d— mned  sight.’ 
viduals.’ 


capt.  Cassels  told  me  he  had  met  and  compelh 
ed  to  come  back)  a negro  called  Boston,  and 
some  indians,  were  sent  to  Fish  river;  who  re» 
turned  in  the  evening  with  a drove  of  cattle, 
a decanter,  a pitcher,  and  some  other  things. 
They  then  killed  a beef.  Madam  La  Coast 
comes  and  sleeps  at  the  landing  wdth  all  her 
family. 

Sept.  15. — The  express  returns  this  evening 
with  the  news  that  the  marines,  75,  and  in- 
dians, 130,  under  the  command  o captain 
Henry,  had  landed  at  the  point,  and  had  fired 
four  bombs  into  the  fort — that  the  colonel’s 
servant  had  his  head  carried  off  by  a cannon 
ball,  and  anindian  had  his  belt  cut  in  tv  o by 
a grape  shot;  that  the  colonel  was  on  board 
the  ship  Armise;  that  the  vessels  were  within 
a league  of  the  fort. — Very  heavy  firing  this 
day.  About  an  hour  after  night,  we  heard  a 
great  explosion— suppose  it  to  be  the 


_ _ _ to  be  the  fort 

That’s  not  the  fault  of  indi-  j blown  up. 

Sept  16.  Sent  an  express  by  M‘Gill  and 


By  this  time  we  had  advanced  ten  poles  to-'  Burdue  to  the  point, 
wards  the  river,  and  the  indians  had  taken  all;  Sept.  17  A party  of  indians  arrived  (24) 
the  eanoes,  and  about  40  started  over  to  the  from  the  point  at  1 1,  A.  M.  Told  us  that  the 
landing  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  By  ships  were  beat  off,  and  one  blown  up — that 
this  time,  I suppose,  they  had  been  three  mi- the  balance  of  the  indians  and  marines  were 
nutes  in  the  yard,  70  in  number,  plundering  coming  on,  wdiich  proved  to  be  the  case  In 
every  thing  they  could  put  their  hands  on.  i about  two  hours  they  arrived,  halted,  killed 
requested  the  officer  to  go  into  the  house,  and  several  beeves,  opened  two  hogsheads  of  to- 
protect  the  women  and  children;  which  he  bacco,  and  several  barrels  of  flour,  refreshed 
did  immediately,  and  made  the  indians  give  themselves,  and  went  on  about  six  miles,  put 
back  almost  every  thing  they  had  taken.  But  out  spies,  and  encamped.  The  indians  refused 
as  soon  as  his  eye  was  off  them,  they  took  the ! to  obey  their  chief  ( W oodbine)  and  would  not 
tilings  again,  even  to  the  dirty  clouts.  By  this  stand  sentry. 

time  the  indians  had  returned  from  their  land-  j September  18. — Arrived  at  Pancha’s  on  the 
ing,  with  all  James  Innerarity’s  negroes.  Mr.;  Perdido,  at  3 p.  m.  all  the  marines  and  some 
Miller,  supercargo  of  a Spanish  ship  in  Pen-  few’  indians  crossed  the  Perdido  bay. 


sacola,  Jacobs,  a cooper,  Henry,  a laborer, 
Frank,  an  overseer,  and  Aaron,  a carter.  A 


September  l9. — Arrived  in  Pensacola  at 
half  past  12,  and  quartered  with  captain 


violent  gust  came  on,  and  one  Indian  was | Woodbine;  towards  evening  Woodbine  takes 
struck  in  the  yard  with  lightning,  and  died  in;  me  and  old  Alexander  of  Fish  river  (who  had 
a few  days.  Night  came  on— they  put  put  been  plundered  of  all  that  was  dear  to  him, 
spies  and  went  to  sleep.  land  brought  a prisoner  to  this  place,)  before 

Captain  Cassals  of  the  royal  marines  (for  the  colonel,  who  told  me  he  should  make  a 
that  was  his  name  and  appellation)  asked  me  prisoner  of  wrar  of  me.  He  thought,  howTe- 
if  I knew  of  any  troops  being  near  them — and , ver,  he  would  look  over  the  cartel  arrange- 
observed  my  life  depended  on  my  telling  the  ments.  and,  in  the  mean  time,  I and  Alexan- 
truth.  None,  I told  him  nearer  than  the  point,  der  must  confine  ourselves  to  captain  Wood- 
“Did  you  hear  firing  there  to-day?”  None.” — bine’s  quarters,  and  we  should  be  well  treat* 
An  express  was  sent  to  the  point  by  an  Axne-  ed.  Consequently  we  did  so. 


rican  called  Burdue,  who  had  been  in  the  2d 
regiment;  a half  breed  called  Sebastian,  of 
Pensacola,  and  the  son  of  Pancha,  who  lives 
at  Perdido. 

Sept.  13th.  Removed  to  the  landing.  The  in- 
dians indulged  themselves  in  plunder  all  day, 
Sept.  14th — By  this  time  the  indians  were 
out  of  beef;  although  they  had  killed  two  of 
La  Coast’s  the  first  day.  A party  consisting 
of  an  American  called  M’Gill,  who  had  de- 
serted from  the  2d  regiment,  about  three  years 
PE o,  when  at  fort  Stoddert,  and  who  now  lives 


f Pensacola,  a mulatto,  called  London,  (whom 1 American!?  are  cros;sin< 


September  20. — The  balance  of  the  indians 
crossed  the  Perdido,  and  got  into  town. 

September  21 — A party  of  the  expedition 
who  were  left  behind  to  drive  cattle,  arrived 
at  9 a m.  and  bring  news  that  they  had  got 
over  25  head  of  bullocks,  and  that  the  Ame- 
ricans came  on  them  and  compelled  them  to 
retire.  This  occasioned  much  bustle  in  the 
town.  The  indians  are  called  into  captain 
Woodbine’s,  and  a great  talk  takes  place  be- 
tween him  and  the  head  chief,  A detachment 
is  sent  to  the  Perdido,  where  it  is  said  the 
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September  22. — An  express  arrives  this 
morning  from  the  ferry,  and  brings  news  that 
a party  of  Americans  had  crossed  over  the 
Perdido,  and  taken  all  the  boats  from  the  east 
side,  and  rei  ired  to  their  encampments  on  the 
west.  Their  number  was  supposed  to  be  about 
500.  The  governor  calls  and  observed  that 
he  wished  captain  Woodbine  to  send  a party 
of  indians,  consisting  of  two  hundred  to  the 
ferry,  and  that  he  .vould  *end  50  men  with 
them  to  impede  the  crossing  of  the  /Ameri- 
cans; that  this  measure  ought  to  be  particu- 
larly attended  to.  Woodbine  not  being  in, 
captain  Henry  informed  his  excellency,  that 
it  should  be  attended  to  with  the  earliest  at- 
tention. The  governor  then  went  over  to  col. 
Nicholl.  In  the  afternoon  a quantity  of  blank- 
ets, linens,  &.c.  are  hoisted  up  into  the  loft  of 
captain  Woodbine's  quarters.  About  4-  p m 
65  indians  received  3 days  rations,  and  march, 
it  is  said,  to  the  ferry  on  Perdido. 

Friday,  23d  — Here  the  journal  ends.  For 
some  reason  or  other,  the  British  officers  be 
came  jealous  of  Mr  Ellis,  and  sent  him  on 
board  one  of  their  vessels,  (after  searching 
all  his  papers,  of  which  the  above  journal 
was  probably  the  most  material)  they  put  him 
on  board  of  one  of  their  vessels  in  the  bay ; 
and  have  probably  carried  him  to  the  West 
Indies.  The  journal  was  handed,  I think,  by 
captain  Woodbine  to  another  American  citi- 
zen, who  had  been  made  a prisoner  of  by  the 
British  in  Pensacola,  but  was  afterwards  li- 
berated. 


i 


GEN.  ARMSTRONG  PRIVATEER. 
Although  in  the  Register,  vol.  VII,  pages 
207,  253,  255  and  319,  considerable  notice 
has  been  taken  of  the  defence  of  the  Gene- 
ral Armstrong  privateer,  the  case  is  so  re 
markable  that  the  following  documents 
must  not  be  lost,  and  are  therefore  inserted. 
The  following  is  captain  Reid's  account  of 
his  rencontre  with  the  British  at  Fayal,  and 
is  communicated  to  the  editors  of  the  Mercan- 
tile Advertiser  for  publication  : 

Fayal,  4 th  October , 1814. 
With  infinite  regret  lam  constrained  to  say 
it  has  eventually  fallen  to  my  lot  to  state  to  you 
the  loss  and  total  destruction  of  the  private 
armed  brig  General  Armstrong,  late  under 
my  command. 

We  sailed  from  Sandy-1  look,  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  9th  ult.  and  about  midnight  fell  in 
chase- -aboard  of  a razee  and  ship  of  the  line 
They  pursued  till  next  day  noon,  when  they 
thought  proper  to  give  over  chase  On  the 
1 1 th,  after  a nine  hours’  chase,  boarded  the 
private  armed  sch.  Perry,  John  Colman,  (> 
days  from  Philadelphia,  had  thrown  over  all 
his  guns.  On  the  following  day  fell  in  with 
an  enemy’s  gun  brig;  exchanged  a few  shots 
with,'  and  left  him.  On  the  24-th,  boarded  a 
Spanish  brig  and  schooner,  and  a Portuguese 


ship,  all  from  the  Havanna  On  the  26th  fol- 
lowing came  too  in  Fayal  Roads,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  filling  water;  called  on  the  American 
consul,  who  very  politely  ordered  our  water 
immediately  sent  off*,  it  being  our  intention  to 
proceed  to  sea  early  the  next  day.  At  5 p.  m.  I 
went  on  board,  the  consul  and  some  other  gen- 
tlemen in  company.  1 asked  some  questions 
concerning  enemy’s  cruizers,  and  w'as  told 
there  had  been  none  at  these  islands  for  seve- 
ral w’eeks;  when  about  dusk,  while  we  were 
conversing,  the  British  brig  Carnation  sudden- 
ly hove  in  sight  close  under  the  N.  F.head  of 
the  harbor,  within  gun  shot  when  first  disco- 
vered The  idea  of  getting  under  wTay  w’as 
instantly  suggested  ; but  finding  the  enemy’s 
brig  had  the  advantage  of  a breeze,  and  but 
little  wrind  with  us.  it  was  thought  doubtful 
if  we  should  be  able  to  get  to  sea  without  haz- 
arding an  action  I questioned  the  consul  to 
know  it  in  his  opinion  the  enemy  would  re- 
gard the  neutrality  of  the  port?  He  gave  me 
to  understand  I might  make  myself  perfectly 
easy,  assuring  me  at  the  same  time  they  W'ould 
never  molest  us  while  at  anchor.  But  no 
sooner  did  the  enemy's  brig  understand  from 
the  pilot-boat  who  we  were,  when  she  imme- 
diately hauled  close  in  and  let  go  her  anchor 
w’ithin  pistol  shot  of  us.  At  the  same  mo- 
ment the  Plantagenet,  and  frigate  Rota,  hove 
in  sight,  to  whom  the  Carnation  instantly 
made  signal,  and  a constant  interchange  took 
place  for  some  time 

The  result  was,  the  Carnation  proceeded  to 
throw  out  all  her  boats;  dispatched  on  board 
the  commodore,  and  appeared  otherwise  to  be 
making  unusual  exertions.  From  these  cir- 
cumstances i began  to  suspect  tl  eir  real  inten- 
tions. The  moon  w’as  near  its  full,  which 
enabled  us  to  observe  them  very  minutely; 
and  1 now  determined  to  haul  in  nearer  the 
shore  Accordingly,  after  clearing  for  action, 
j we  got  under  way,  and  began  to  sweep  in.— 
i The  moment  this  w’as  obser\  ed  by  the  enemy's 
j brig,  she  instantly  cut  her  cable,  made  sail, 

and  dispatched  four  boats  in  pursuit  of  us. 

Being  now  about  8 p.  m.  as  soon  as  we  saw 
! the  boats  approaching,  we  let  go  our  anchor, 

| got  springs  on  our  cable,  and  preparec  to  re’ 
ceive  them  I hailed  them  repeatedly  as  they 
drew  near,  but  they  felt  no  inclination  to  re- 
ply. Sure  of  their  game,  they  only  pulled 
up  with  the  greater  speed  I observed  the 
boats  were  well  manned,  and  apparently  as 
well  armed  ; and  as  soon  as  they  had  cleverly 
jgot  alongside  we  opened  our  fire,  which  was 
as  soon  returned  ; but  meeting  with  rather  a 
warmer  reception  than  they  bad  probably  been 
aware  of,  they  very  soon  cried  out  for  quarters, 
and  hauled  off.  In  this  skirmish  I had  one 
man  killed  and  my  first  lieutenant  wounded. 
1 lie  enemy's  loss  must  have  been  upwards  of 
twenty  killed  and  w’ounded. 

T.hey  had  now  repaired  to  their  ships  to 
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prepare  for  a more  formidable  attack.  W e,  in 
in  the  interim,  having  talken  the  hint,  prepar- 
ed to  haul  close  into  the  beach,  where  we  moor- 
ed head  and  stern  within  half  pistol  shot  of 
the  castle.  This  done,  we  again  prepared  in 
the  best  possible  manner  for  their  second  re- 
ception About  9 r.  m.  we  observed  the  ene- 
my’s brig  towing  in  a large  fleet  of  boats. — 
They  soon  after  left  the  brig  and  took  their 
station  in  three  divisions,  under  cover  of  a 
small  reef  of  rocks,  within  about  musket  shot 
ef  us.  Here  they  continued  manoeuvring  for 
some  time,  the  brig  still  keeping  under  way 
to  act  with  the  boats,  should  we  at  any  time 
attempt  our  escape. 

The  shores  were  lined  with  the  inhabitants, 
waiting  the  expected  attack;  and  from  the 
brightness  of  the  moon,  they  had  a most  favo- 
rable view  of  the  scene.  The  governor,  with 
most  of  the  first  people  of  the  place,  stood  by 
and  saw  the  whole  affair. 

At  length,  about  midnight,  we  observed  the 
boats  in  motion,  (our  crew  having  laid  at 
their  quarters  during  the  whole  of  this  inter 
val.)  They  came  on  in  one  direct  line,  keep- 
ing in  close  order,  and  we  plainly  counted 
twelve  boats.  As  soon  as  they  came  within 
proper  distance  we  opened  our  fire,  which 
was  warmly  returned  from  the  enemy’s  car- 
ronades  and  small  arms.  The  discharge  from 
our  Long  Tom  rather  staggered  them;  but 
soon  reconnoitering,  they  gave  three  cheers 
and  came  on  most  spiritedly.  In  a moment 
they  succeeded  in  gaining  our  bow  and  star- 
board quarter,  and  the  word  was  board.  Our 
great  guns  now  becoming  useless  we  attacked 
them  sword  in  hand,  together  with  our  pikes, 
pistols  and  musketry,  from  which  our  lads 
poured  on  them  a most  destructive  fire  The 
enemy  made  frequent  and  repeated  attempts 
to  gain  our  decks,  but  were  repulsed  at  all 
times,  and  at  all  points,  with  the  greatest 
slaughter.  About  the  middle  of  the  action  I 
received  intelligence  of  the  death  of  my  se- 
cond-lieutenant; and  soon  after  of  the  third 
lieutenant  being  badly  wounded.  From  this, 
and  other  causes,  I found  our  fire  had  much 
slackened  on  the  fore  castle;  and,  fearful  of 
the  evefit,  I instantly  raliied  the  whole  of  our 
after-division,  who  had  been  bravely  defend- 
ing and  nowr  had  succeeded,  in  beating  the 
boats  off  the  quarters,  i'hey  gave  a shout, 
rushed  forward,  opened  a fresh  fire,,  and  soon 
after  decided  the  conflict,  which  terminated 
in  the  total  defeat  of  the  enemy,  and  the  loss 
©f  many  of  their  boats;  two  of  which  belonged 
to  the  Rota,  we  took  possession  of,  literally 
loaded  with  their  own  dead.  Seventeen  only 
escaped  from  them  both,  who  swam  to  the 
shore.  In  another  boat  under  our  quarter, 
commanded  by  one  of  the  lieutenants  of  the 
Plantagenet,  ail  were  killed  saving  four.  This 
I have  from  the  lieutenant  himself,  who  fur 


ther  told  me  that  he  jumped  overboard  t o 
save  his  own  life. 

The  duration  of  this  action  -was  about  40 
minutes.  Our  decks  wrere  now  found  in  much 
confusion,  our  Long  Tom  dismounted,  and  se- 
veral of  our  carriages  broken  ; many  of  our 
crew  having  left  the  vessel,  and  others  disa- 
bled. Under  these  circumstances,  however, 
we  succeeded  in  getting  Long  Tom  in  his  birth, 
and  the  decks  cleared  in  sort  for  a fresh  ac- 
tion, should  the  enemy  attack  us  again  before 
day-light.  About  3,  a m.  I received  a mes- 
sage from  the  American  consul,  requesting  to 
see  me  on  shore,  where  he  informed  me  the 
governor  had  sent  a note  to  captain  Lloyd, 
begging  him  to  desist  from  further  hostilities. 
To  which  captain  Lloyd  sent  for  answer,  that 
he  was  now  determined  to  have  the  privateer 
at  the  risk  of  knocking  down  the  whole  town ; 
and  that  if  the  governor  suffered  the  Ameri- 
cans to  injure  the  privateer  in  any  manner, 
he  should  consider  the  place  an  enemy’s  port, 
and  treat  it  accordingly.  Finding  this  to  be 
the  case,  I considered  all  hope  of  saving  our 
vessel  to  be  at  an  end.  I therefore  went  on 
board,  and  ordered  all  our  wounded  and  dead 
to  be  taken  on  shore,  and  the  crew  to  save 
their  effects  as  fast  as  possible.  Soon  after 
this  it  became  day-light,  when  the  enemy’s 
brig  stood  close  in,  and  commenced  a heavy 
fire  on  us  with  all  her  force.  After  several 
broadsides  she  hauled  off,  having  received  a 
shot  in  her  hull,  her  rigging  much  cut,  and  . 
her  fore-top-mast  wounded ; (of  this  I was  in- 
formed by  the  British  consul.)  She  soon  af- 
ter came  in  again,  and  anchored  close  to  the 
privateer.  I then  ordered  the  Armstrong  to  be 
scuttled,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  getting 
her  off.  She  was  soon  afterwards  boarded  by 
the  enemy’s  boats  and  set  on  fire,  which  soon 
completed  her  destruction. 

They  have  destroyed  a number  of  houses 
in  the  town  and  wounded  some  of  the  inha- 
bitants. 

By  what  I have  been  able  to  learn  from  the 
British  consul  and  officers  of  the  fleet,  it  ap- 
pears there  were  about  400  officers  and  men 
in  the  last  attack  by  the  boats,  of  which  120 
were  killed  and  about  130  wounded.  Captain 
Lloyd,  I am  told  by  the  British  consul,  is 
badly  wounded  in  the  leg;  a jury  of  surgeons 
had  been  held,  who  gave  it  as  their  opinion 
that  amputation  would  be  necessary  to  insure 
his  life.  ’Tis  said,  however,  that  the  wound 
was  occasioned  by  an  ox  treading  on  him. 
The  fleet  has  remained  here  about  a week, 
during  which  they  have  been  principally  em- 
ployed in  burying  the  dead  and  taking  care  of 
the  wounded. 

Three  days  after  the  action  they  were  join- 
ed by  the  ship  Thais  and  brig  Calypso  (two 
sloops  of  war)  they  were  immediately  taken 
into  requisition  by  captain  Lloyd,  to  take 
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home  the  wounded  men.  The  Calypso  sailed  American  armed  brig  General  Armst  rong,  of 


for  England  with  part  of  the  wounded  on  the 
2d  instant,  among  whom  was  the  first-lieute 
nant  of  the  Piantagenet.  The  Thais  sails  this 
evening  with  the  remainder.  Captain  L oyd’s 
fleet  sailed  to-day,  supposed  for  the  West- 
Indies. 

The  loss  on  our  part,  I am  happy  to  say,  is 
comparatively  trifling;  two  killed  and  seven 


New- York,  of  two  hundred  and  forty-six  tons/ 
American  measurement,  &.o.  and  cm  oath  de- 
clared as  follows,  to  wit:  that  he  sailed  in  with 
said  brig  from  the  port  of  New  York,  on  the 
ninth  day  of  September  last,  well  found, 
staunch  and  strong,  and  manned  with  ninety 
officers  and  men,  for  a cruize;  that  nothing 
material  happened  on  the  passage  to  thi£ 


wounded.  With  regard  to  my  officers  in  gene-  j island,  until  the  26th  instant,  when  she  cast 
ral,  I feel  the  greatest  satisfaction  in  saying,' anchor  in  this  port  soon  after  twelve  at  noon,, 
they  one  and  alt  fought  with  the  most  deter- j with  a view  to  get  a Supply  of  fresh  water' 
mined  bravery,  and  to  whom  I feel  highly ; that  during  the  said  afternoon  his  crew  were 
indebted  for  their  officer-like  conduct  during! employed  in  taking  on  board  water — when 
the  short  period  we  were  together;  their  ex-  about  sun  set  of  the  same  da}’,  the  British 
ertions  and  bravery  deserved  a better  fate.  I brig  of  war  Carnation,  captain  Bentham,  ap- 
I here  insert,  for  your  inspection,  a list  of  peared  suddenly  doubling  round  the  north  - 
the  killed  and  wounded.  1 east  point  of  this  port;  she  was  immediately 

Killed — Mr.  Alexander  0.  Williams,  second-lieu  j followed  by  the  British  ship  Kota,  of  3b  guns, . 
tenant,  by  a musket  ball  m the  forehead,  died  in-|  captain  P.  Somerville,  and  the  74  gun  ship 
stantly;  Burton  Lloyd,  seaman,  do.  through  the  piantagenet, captain  R.  Lloyd,  which  latter,  it 

is  understood,  commanded  the  squadron. — 
Tney  all  anchored  about  7 o’clock,  P INI  and 
soon  after  some  suspicious  movements  cn  their 
part,’  indicating  an  intention  to  violate  the 
neutrality  of  the  port,  induced  captain  Keid 
_ , , to  ordfer  his  brig  to  be  warped  in  shore,  close. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  announce  to  I under  the  & of  the  castle;  that  in  the  act  of 

■ ^ t-I.rtf  AMU  irAM^dAH  rt«rt  rtll  in  O fair*  WQ  tot  - . _ 7 


do. 

heart,  do. 

Wounded — Frederick  A.  Worth,  first-lieutenant, 
in  the  right  side;  Robert  JohnStin,  third -lieu  ten  ant, 
left  knee;  Rizilla  Hammond,  quarter-master,  left 
arm;  John  Iriner*  seaman,  knee;  William  Castle,  do. 
arm;  Nicholas  Scalsanj  do.  arm  and  leg;  John  Har- 
rison, do.  hand  and  face,  by  the  explosion  of  a gun 


you,  that  our  wounded  are  all  in  a fair  way  of 
Recovery,  through  the  unremitted  care  and 
attention  of  our  worthy  surgeon. 

Mr.  Dabney,  our  consul;  is  a gentleman 
possessing  every  feeling  of  humanity,  and  to 


doing  so,  four  boats  approached  his  vessel, 
filled  with  armed  men.  Captain  Reid  repeat 
edly  hailed  them,  and  warned  them  to  keepf 
off,  W’lnch  they  disregarding,  he  ordeted  his 

- -I  men  to  fire  on  them,  which  was  done,  and 

rvhom  the  utmost  gratitude  is  due  from  us  for,kmed  and  wounded  severa,  men.  the  boaU 
hisgrcc  care  of  the  s,ck  and  wounded,  andlns  I tun!ed  the  fire  ^ one  man 

polite  attention  to  my  officers  and  myself.  | wounded  the  first.lieutenant.  They  then  fled 
M"  W lh‘?ms  w“.  a most  Reserving  andjtQ  thejr  slli  k and  prepated  for  a second  and 
promising  officer.  His  country,  in  him,  ha*jmow>  formidable  attack;  the  American  brig. 


lost  one  of  its  brightest  ornaments;  and  his 
death*  must  be  sadly  lamented  by  all  who 
knew  his  worth. 

Accompanied  with  this  you  will  find  a copy 
of  my  protest,  together  with  copies  of  letters 
•written  by  Mr.  Dabney  to  the  governor  of 
f’ayal;  our  minister  at  Rio  Janeiro,  and  our 
secretary  of  state.  These  letters  will  deve]ope 
more  fully  the  circumstances  of  this  unfortu- 
nate affair. 

We  expect  to  sail  to-morrow  in  a Portu- 
guese brig  for  Amelia  island,  who  takes  the 
whole  of  our  crew;  till  when,  I remain  gen- 
tlemen, ytfur  veriy  obedient  humble  servant; 

SAMUEL  C.  REID. 


in  the  mean  time,  was  placed  within  half 
cables  length  of  the  shore,  arid  within  half 
pistol  shot  of  the  castle.  So6n  after  midnight/ 
twelve,  or  as  Some  state,  fourteen  boats,  sup- 
posed to  contain  near  four  hundred  men,  with 
small  cannon,  swivels,  blunderbusses,  and 
other  arms,  made  a violent  attack  on  said 
brig,  when  a severe  conflict  ensued,  which 
lasted  near  forty  minutes,  and  terminated  in 
the  total  defeat  and  partial  destruction  of  the 
boats,  with  an  immense  slaughter  on  the  pert 
of  the  British.  The  loss  of  the  Americans  in 
both  actions  was  one  lieutenant  and  one  sea- 
man killed,  arid  two  lieutenants  and  five  sea- 


men wounded.  At  day  break,  the  brig  Carna- 
tion was  brought  close  iri.  and  began  a heavy 
( protest  of  captain  Reid , of  the  private  armed  cannonade  on  the  American  brig;  when  cap- 


brig  General  Armstrong. 

CONSULATF  OP  FAYAL.— AZORES. 

By  this  public  instrument  of  declaration 
and  protest  be  it  known  unto  all  persons  whom 
it  doth  or  may  concern.  That  on  this  present 
day,  being  the  27th  day  of  December,  1814, 
before  me,  John  B.  Dabney,  consul  of  the 
United  States  for  the  Azores,  personally  ap- 
peared Samuel  C.  Reid,  commander  of  the 
y 4? 


tain  Reid,  finding  further  resistance  unavail- 
ing, abandoned  the  vessel,  after  partially  de- 
stroying her.  and  soon  after  the  British  set 
her  on  fird.  The  said  captain  Reid,  therefore, 
desires  me  to  take  his  protest,  as  he  by  thdsfe 
presents  does  most  solemnly  protest  against 
the  said  Lloyd,  commander  of  said  squadron; 
and  against  the  other  commanders  of  the 
British  6hips  engaged  in  this  infamous  attack 
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on  his  said  vessel,  when  lying  in  a neutral  those  who  sacrifice  the  safety  of  their  country 
friendly  port.  And  the  said  captain  Reid  also  to  the  shadow  of  popularity, 
protests  against  the  government  of  Portugal,  Volunteers  — By  the  vice-president  (Mr. 
for  their  inability  to  protect  and  defend  the  Wirt) — The  memory  of  the  Ger.eiai  A rm- 
neutrality  of  their  port  and  harbor,  as  also  strong— she  has  “graced  her  fall  and  made  her 
dp-ainst  all,  and  every  other  state  or  states,  ruin  glorious. 


person  or  persons,  whom  it  now  doth  or  may 
concern,  for  all  losses,  costs  or  damages,  that 
have  arisen,  or  may  arise,  to  the  owners,  offi- 
cers, and  crew,  of  the  said  brig  General  Arm- 
strong, in  conseq,u3nee  of  her  destruction,  and 
the  defeat  of  her  cruise,  in  the  manner  afore- 
said. 

All  which  is-  sworn  to  be  truth  by  the  said 
Samuel  C.  Reid;  Frederick  A.  Worth,  first 
lieutenant;  Robert  Johnson,  third-lieutenant; 
Benjamin  Starks,  sailing-master;  John  Bros- 
naham,  surgeon;  Robert  hi.  Allen,  captain  of 
marines;  Thomas  Parsons,  James  Davis,  Eli- 
phalet  Sheffield  and  Peter  Tyson,  prize  mas- 
ters of  the  said  brig  General  Armstrong. 

I the  undersigned,  hereby  certify,  that 
the  aforegoing  instrument  of  protest  is 
a true  copy  tak«n  from  the  original 
£Lv  s.)  deposited  in  my  consular  office.  In 
testimony  of  which  I have  hereunto  set 
my  hnud,  and  affixed  my  official  seal, 
this  27th  day  of  September,  1814. 

JOHN  B.  DABNEY. 

Honor  to- the  brave.— Captain  Reid  arrived 
at  Savannah  from  Fayal.  On  his  way  home 
he  was  invited  and  partook  of  a splendid  pub- 
lic entertainment  at  Richmond.  The  company 
was  very  numerous^  and  among  them,  the  go- 
vernor and  others  of  the  first  character  in 
Virginia.  The  speaker  of  the  house  of  dele- 
gates, (Mr.  Stevenson)  president,  and  the 
members  of  the  legislature  constituted  a large 
body  of  the  entertainers*  The  toasts  were 
highly  characteristic  of  generous  Virginia — 
we  select  the  following: 

The  Navy — whose  lightning  has  struck 
down  the  “meteor  flag  of  England” — They 
have  conquered  those  who  had  conquered  the 
world. 

The  private  cruisers  of  the  United  States* 

whose  intrepidity  has  pierced' the  enemy’s 

channels,  and  bearded  the  lion  in  his  den. 

The  army  of  the  Niagara — the  rivals  of  our 
^rs — Their  gallant  deeds  will  live  to  endless 
ages,  in  the  records  of  time. 

°Brown,  Scott,  Gaines  and  Porter — Chip- 
pewa, Bridgewater,  Plattsburg  and  Erie,  are 
the  deathless  monuments  of  their  fame. 

Barney,  Boyle  and  their  compatriots,,  whn 
have  ploughed  the  seas  in  search  of  the  enemy, 
and  hurled  retaliation  upon  his  head. 

Our  ministers  at  Ghent— who  breathe  the 
spirit  of  their  country — war , in  preference  to 
the  slightest  sacrifice  of  honor. 

Foreign  nations — let  us  hold  them  as  did 
©itr  fathers  of  old — “Enemies  in  war;  ' 
peace.  Friends. 

Legislators!-- May  the  people  abandon 


By  Judge  Cabell — The  spirit  of  our  fore- 
fathers; displayed  in  concert  and  energy  of 
action;  not  wasted  k>  endless  and  fruitless 
discussion. 

By  Judge  Brockenbtough — Neutral  Ports; 
whenever  ths  tyrants  of  the  ocean  dare  te  in- 
vade' these  sanctuaries,  may  they  meet  with 
an  “Essex”  and  an  1 Armstrong  ” 

By  general  Cocke — American  tars — their 
aohievments  form  an  aera  in  the  naval  annals 
of  the  world;  may  their  brother-soldiers  emu- 
late their  deeds  of  everlasting  renown. 

On  ciptain  Reid’s  retiring: 

By  the  president — Captain  Reid — His  valor 
has  shed  a blaze  of  renowm  upon  the  character 
of  our  seamen,  and  won  for  himself  a laurel 
of  eternal  bloom.. 


NAVAL  ENGAGEMENT 

Though  so  much  has  been  said  of  the  desperate  and 
terribly  destruclive  defence  of  the  General  Arn> 
strong  privateer,  in  the  port  of  Fayal,  the  following 
is  the  highest  colored  picture  of  the  bloody  scena 
that  has  yet  been  published.  If  the  offence  against 
the  neutral  l ights  of  Portugal  was  rank,  the  pu- 
nishment was  severe ; and  we  trust  that  captain 
Lloyd  will  be  made  personally  to  smart  for  his  dis- 
regard of  ihe  law  of  nations,  and  the  wanton  sa*. 
crificeof  his  people. 

We  are  glad  to  see  such  things  fairly  laid  before 
Europe.  There  is  no  way  in  which  the  same  mo- 
ney could  be  so  usefully  spent  as  to  have  the  ac*- 
counts  of  our  victories  (translated  into  different 
languages)  spread  through  the  civilized  world. 
The  pitiful  affair  at  Washington  City  was  thus  cir- 
culated on  the  continent  by  the  British.  Let  the 
people  “hear  the  other  side/’  It  would  produce 
an  irresistible  current  in  our  favor,  and  its  effect 
be  felt  for  ages ; and  contribute  to  the  firture 
peace  and  safety  of  the  United  States.  National 
honor  is  national  strength 

From  Gobbet? s Weekly  Register. 

I observe  it  stated  in  the  Halifax  papers  on  the 
2iid  inst.  that  the  Prince  of’Neufchately  an  American 
armed  brig,  had  arrived  at  Boston,  after  sustaining, 
a gallant  action  of  twenty  minutes  with  five  boats 
full  of  men,  belonging  to  our  ship  of  war  the  Endy - 
mion.  The  account  says,  that  one  of  our  boats  sunk 
during  the  engagement,  which  had  on  board  at  first 
43  men,  of  whom  two  only  were  saved ; and  another 
which  had  36  men,  which  was  taken  possession  of 
after  having  eight  killed,  and  twenty  wounded.” — 
The  Enilymion  is  said  to  have  lost  in  all  100  men 
killed,,  wounded  and  prisoners,  among  which  the 
first  lieutenant  and  a master’s  mate  were  killed,  and 
three  lieutenants  and  two. master’s  mates  wounded. 
The  Prince  of  JYeufchatel  had  only  “31  men  at 
quarters,  including  officers,  and  37  prisoners  on 
board.  Six  of  her  men  were  killed,  15  severely 
wounded,  9<  si ightly, .and  8 remained  unhurt.”  It  is 
true,  that  nothing  has  been  published  here  in  an  offi- 
cial shape,  respecting  this  naval  disaster ; but  this 
circumstance  can  no  more  invalidate  the  truth  of  the 
statement,  than  the  silence  which  has  been  kept  up 
as  to  the  fats  of  the  Avon  will  lead  us  to  doubt  that 
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that  vessel  was  sunk  by  her  American  opponent. 
The  repulse  and  disaster  attending  the  Endymioii , is 
not,  however,  the  only  naval  triumph  of  the  enemy, 
which  has  been  carefully  concealed  from  the  public 
eye.  The  following  article  appears  in  the  Paris  pa- 
pers, received  to  the  22d  inst. — **  Extract  of  a letter 
from  JVTr.  John  B.  Tiubney,  consul  for  the  United 
States  of  America , Bay  a l,  October  6.  Our  country- 
men have  had  a brilliant  affair.  Despising  the  rights 
of  nations  and  violating  neutral  territory,  three 
English  vessels,  the  Plantagenet , Rota  and  the  Car 
nation,  attacked  the  brig  General  Armstrong,  Ame- 
rican privateer,  of  14  guns,  commanded  by  captain 
Ree  i,  at  anchor  in  these  Roads.  They  succeeded 
finally  in  destroying  her,  but  paid  dearly  for  it,  for 
they  had  120  killed.,  and  90  o*'  their  best  martuers 
wounded,  including  the  flower  of  their  officers.— 
Captain  Iteed,  with  his  brave  crew,  consisting  only 
of  90  men,  hnd  only  seven  slightly  wounded.”  About 
ten  days  ago  I received  the  following  letter  from  an 
English  gentleman  at  Fuyal,  which  he  transmitted 
by  a vessel  bound  for  Lisbon,  giving  the  full  particu- 
lars of  the  above  affair.  It  speaks  volumes,  and 
must  reach  conviction  to  the  minds  of  those  who 
are  so  far  deluded,  to  think  that  it  is  in  the  power  of 
this  country  to  subdue  a people  who  fight  with  so 
much  undaunted  resolution  as  the  Americans  : 

Faya/ , October , 15,  1814. 

IVm.  Cosbbtt,  Esq.. — Sir,  the  American  schoon- 
er, privateer  General  Armstrong,  of  N-w  York,  capt. 
Samuel  C.  Reid,  of  seven  guns,  and  ninety  men,  en- 
tered here  on  the  26th  ult.  about  noon,  17  days  from 
that  place,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  water.  Yhr 
captain,  seeing  nothing  on  the  horizon,  was  induced 
to  anchor.  Before  the  elapse  of  many  hours,  his 
majesty’s  brig  Carnation  came  in,  and  ancliored 
near  h?r.  About  six  his  majesty’s  ship  Plantagenet, : 
of  74  guns,  and  he  Rota  frigate  came  in  and  an  j 
chored  also.  Ti.«  capt  dn  of  the  privateer  and  his  j 
friends  consulted  the  first  authorities  here  about  her 
security. — They  all  considered  her  perfectly  secure, 
and  that  nis  majesty’s  officers  were  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  respect  due  to  a neutral  port  to 
molest  her.  But,  to  the  great  surprise  of  every  one, 
about  nine  in  the  evening,  four  boats  were  dispatch- 
ed, armed  and  manned  from  his  majesty’s  snips,  for 
the  purpose  of  cutting  her  out.  It  being  about  full 
of  moon,  dne  night  perfectly  clear  and  calm,  we 
.coul . see  every  movement  made.  The  boats  ap- 
proached with  rapidity  towards  her,  when,y  it  ap 
pears,  the  captain  of  the  privateer  hailed  them,  and 
told  hem  to  keep  off* several  times.  They,  notwith- 
standing, pushed  on,  and  were  in  the  act  of  hoarding 
before  any  defence  was  made  from  the  privateer.  A 
warm  contest  ensued  on  both  sides.  The  boats  were 
finally  dispersed  with  great  loss.  The  American, 
now  calculating  on  a very  superior  force  being  sent, 
cut  his  cables,  and  rowed  the  privateer  close  in 
alongside  of  the  fort,  within  half  a cable’s  length, 
\vh  re  no  moored  her,  head  and  stern,  with  four 
lines.  Tite  governor  now  sent  a remonstr  .nce  to 
the  Van  Lloyd  of  the  Plantagenet  against  such  pro- 
ceedings, and  trusted  that  the  privateer  vvould  not 
be  further  molested;  she  being  in  the  dominions  of 
Portugal,  and  under  the  guns  of  the  castle,  was  en- 
titled to  Portuguese  protection.  Van  Lloyd’s  an- 
swer was,  that  he  was  determined  to  destroy  the 
vessel  at  the  expence  of  all  Fayal,  and  should  any 
protection  be  given  h^r  by  the  fort,  he  would  not 
leave  a house  standing  in  the  village.  All  the  in- 
habitants were  gathered  about  the  walls,  expecting 
a renewal  of  the  attack.  At  midnight,  14  launches, 
Were  discovered  to  be  coming  in  rotation  for  the 
purpose.  When  they  got  within  clear,  or  gun  shot, 
a tremendous  and  effectual  discharge  was  made  from 


tne  privateer  which  threw  the  boats  into  confusion. 
They  now  returned  a spirited  fire  but  the  privateer 
kept  up  so  continual  a discharge,  it  was  almost  im- 
possible for  the  boats  to  make  any  progress.  They 
finally  succeeded,  after  immense  loss,  to  get  along- 
side of  her,  and  attempted  to  board  at  every  quar- 
ter, cheered  by  the  officers  with  a shout  ot  no  quar- 
ter, which  w’e  could  distinctly  hear,  as  well  as  their 
shrieks  and  cries.  The  termination  was  near  about 
a total  massacre.  Three  of  the  boats  were  sunk, 
and  but  one  poor  solitary  officer  escaped  death  in  k 
boat  that  contained  fifty  souls;  he  was  woundec- 
The  Americans  fought  with  great  firmness,  but 
more  like  blood  thirsty  savages  than  any  thing  else. 
They  rushed  into  the  boats,  sword  in  hand,  and  put 
ever)’  soul  to  death  as  far  a«  came  within  their  pow- 
er. Some  of  the  boats  were  left  without  a single 
man  to  row  them;  others  with  three  and  lour.  The 
most  that  any  one  returned  with  was  about  ten. — 
Several  beats  floated  on  shore  full  of  dead  bodies. 
With  great  reluctance  I state  that  they  were  man- 
ned with  picked  men,  and  commanded  by  the  first, 
second,  third  and  fourth  lieutenants  of  the  Planta- 
genet-, first,  second,  third,  and  fourth  ditto  of  the 
frigate,  and  the  first  officers  of  the  brig:  together 
with  a great  number  of  midshipmen.  Our  whole 
force  exceeded 400  men. — But  tliree  officers  escaped, 
two  of  which  are  wounded.  This  bloody  and  un- 
fortunate contest  lasted  about  Forty  minutes.  After 
the  boats  gave  out,  nothing  more  was  attempted  till 
daylight  the  next  morning,  when  the  Carnation  haul- 
ed in  along  side,  and  engaged  her.  The  privateer 
still  continued  to  make  a most  gallant  defence. 

These  veterans  reminded  me  of  Lawrence’s  dy- 
ing words  of  the  Chesapeake,  “don’t  give  up  the 
ship  ” Tite  Carnation  lost  one  of  her  top-masts, 
and  her  yards  were  shot  away  ; she  was  much  cut 
up  iu  rigging,  and  received  several  shot  in  her  hull. 
Tins  obliged  her  to  haul  off  to  repair,  and  to  cease 
firing.  The  Americans  now  finding  their  principal 
gun  flong  Tom  J and  several  others  dismounted, 
deemed  it  folly  to  think  of  saving  her  against  so  su- 
perior a force  ; they  therefore  cut  away  her  masts 
to  the  deck,  blew  a hole  through  her  bottom,  took 
out  their  small  arms,  clothing,  &c.  and  went  on 
shore.  I discovered  only  two  shot  holes  in  the  hull 
of  the  privateer,  although  much  cut  up  in  rigging./ 
Two  boats*  crews  were  soon  after  dispatched  from 
our  vessels,  which  went  on  board,  took  out  sorrjts 
I provisions,  and  set  her  on  fire.  For  three  days  af- 
ter, we  were  employed  in  burying  the  dead  that 
wash  d on  shore  in  tha  surf.  The  number  of  Bri- 
tish killed  exceeds  120,  an  i 90  wounded.  The  ene- 
my, to  the  surprize  of  mankind,  lost  only  two  killed 
and  seven  wounded.  We  may  well  say,  “God  deli- 
ver us  from  our  enemies,  if  this  is  the  way  tiie  Ame- 
ricans fight.”  After  burning  the  privateer,  Van 
Lloyd  made  a demand  of  the  governor  to  deliver  up 
the  Americans  as  his  prisoners,  which  the  governor 
refused  He  threatened  to  send  500  men  on  shore 
and  take  them  by  force.  The  Americans  immediate- 
ly retired,  with  their  arms,  to  an  old  Gothic  con- 
vent; knocked  away  the  adjoining  drawbridge,  ami 
determined  to  defend  themselves  to  the  last.  The 
Van,  however,  thought  better  than  to  send  his  men. 
He  then  demanded  two  men,  which,  he  said,  de- 
serted from  his  vessel  when  in  America.  The  go- 
vernor sent  for  the  men,  but  found  none  of  the  des- 
cription given.  Many  houses  received  much  injury 
on  shore  from  the  guns  of  the  Carnation.  A woman, 
sitting  in  the  fourth  story  of  her  house,  had  her 
thigh  shot  off,  and  a boy  had  his  arm  broken.  The 
American  consul  has  made  a demand  on  the  Portu* 
guese  government  for  a hundred  thousand  dollars 
for  the  privateer,  which  our  consul,* Mr.  Parkin, 
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$1  links,  in  justice,  will  be  paid,  and  that  they  will  and  gun-boats  under  his  command,  advanced, 
jclaim  qn  England.  Mr.  Parkin,  Mr  Edward  Pay-  at  the  same  time  up  the  river,  on  my  right, 
ley,  and  other  English  gentlemen,  disapprove  of  tovvar(}g  Hamden.  In  addition  to  the  detach- 

rn\ of  "T1  r:lz  iie“ 

ed  to  England  with  the  wounded,  was  not  permitted  Garston,  captain  Barrie  had  landed  one  six- 


to  take  a single  letter  from  any  person.  Being  an 
pye  witness  to  this  transaction,  I have  given  you 
'sorbet  statement  as  it  occurred. 

\Vith  respect,  I am,  &c. 

H.  K.  F. 


pounder,  a six  and  a half  inch  howitzer,  and 
rocket  apparatus,  with  a detachment  of  saiL 
ors  under  lieutenants  Symonds,  Botley  and 
Slade,  and  Mr.  Sparling,  master  of  his  ma- 
jesty’s ship  Bulwark. 

The  fog  was  so  thick,  it  wTas  impossible  to 
form  a correct  idea  of  the  features  of  the  couir- 
try,  or  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  whose  num- 
ber were  reported  to  be  1400,  under  the  com- 
mand of  brigadier  general  Blake.  Between 
seven  and  eight  o’clock,  our  skirmishers  in 
advance  were  so  sharply  engaged  with  the 
enemy,  as  to  induce  me  to  send  forward  one 
half  of  the  light  company  of  the  29th  regi- 
ment, under  captain  Coaker,  to  their  support. 
The  column  had  not  advanced  much  further, 
before  I discovered  the  enemy  drawn  out  in 
line,  occupying  a very  strong  and  advanta- 
geous position  in  front  of  the  town  of  Ham- 
den, his  left  flanked  by  a high  hill  command- 
ing the  road  and  river,  on  which  were  mount? 
ed  several  heavy  pieces  of  cannon;  his  right 
extending  considerably  beyond  our  left,  rest- 
ing upon  a strong  point  d'appui,  with  an 
eighteen  pounder  and  some  light  field  pieces 
ip  advance  of  his  centre,  so  pointed  as  com- 
pletely to  rake  the  road,  and  a narrow  bridge 
at  the  foot  of  a hill,  by  which  we  were  obliged 
to  advance  upon  his  position.  As  soon  as  he 
perceived  our  column  approaching,  he  opened 
a very  heavy  and  continued  fire  of  grape  and 
musketry  upon  us:  we,  however,  soon  crossed 
the  bridge’  deployed  and  charged  Up  the  hill 
to  get  possession  of  his  guns,  one  of  which  we 
found  had  already  fallen  into  the  hands  of 


BRITISH  OFFICIALS. 

ACCOUNT  OF  THE  CAPTURE  Of  CASTINE. 
better  from  lieutenant  colonel  Johns  to  general  sir 
John  Sherbroke. 

Bangor,  on  the  Penobscot  River,  September  3, 1814. 

Sir,— In  compliance  with  your  excellency’s 
orders  of  the  1st  instant,  I sailed  from  Castine 
with  the  detachment  of  royal  artillery,  the 
flank  companies  of  the  29th,  62d,  and  98th 
regiments,  and  one  rifle  company  of  the  7th 
'battalion,  60th  regiment,  which  composed  the 
force  when  yoqr  excellency  did  me  the  honor 
to  place  unde^  my  command,  for  the  purpose 
of  co  operating  with  captain  Barrie,  of  the 
royal  navy,  in  an  expedition  up  that  river. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d,  having  proceed- 
ed above  the  town  of  Frankfort,  we  discovered 
some  of  the  enemy  on  their  march  towards 
Hamden,  by  the  eastern  shore,  which  induced 
me  to  order  brevet -major  Grpasdale,  with 
detachment  of  the  98th,  and  some  riflemen  of 
the  60tn  regiment,  under  lieutenant  W allace, 
to  land  and  intercept  them,  which  was  ac 
complished,  and  that  detachment  of  the  enemy 
(as  I have  since  learned)  were  prevented  from 
joining  the  main  body,  assembled  at  Hamden. 

On  this  occasion  the  enemy  had  one  man 
killed,  and  some  wounded.  Major  Croasdale 
re  embarked  without  any  loss.  We  arrived 
off  Bald  Head  Cove,  three  miles  distant  from 

Hamden,  about  five  o’clock  that  evening,  I captain  Ward’s  riflemen  in  advance.  The 
when  captain  Barrie  agreed  with  me  in  jle-  enemy’s  fire  now  began  tq  slacken,  and  we 
ttrmining  to  land  the  troops  immediately,  pushed  on  rapidly,  and  succeeded  in  driving 
Having  discovered  that  the  enemy’s  picquets  him  at  all  points  from  his  position;  while  cap- 
were  advantageously  posted  on  the  north  side  tain  Coaker,  with  the  light  company  of  the 
pf  the  cove,  I directed  brpvet -major  Riddle, ! 29th,  had  gained  possession  of  the  hill  op  his 
with  the  grenadiers  of  the  62d,  and  captain  j left,  from  whence  it  was  discovered  that  the 
W ard,  with  the  rifle  company  of  the  60th,  to  i Adams  fyigate  was  on  fire,  and  that  the  enemy 
dislodge  them,  and  take  up  that  ground,  which  had  deserted  the  battery  which  defended  her, 
duty  was  performed  under  major  Riddle’s  We  were  now  in  complete  possession  of  the 
directions,  in  a most  complete  and  satisfactory  enemy’s  position  above,  and  captain  Barrie 
manner,  by  about  7 o’clock;  and  before  ten  at  with  the  gun  boats  had  secured  that  below  the 
night,  the  whole  of  the  troops,  including  eigh- 
ty marines,  under  captain  Carter  (whom  cap- 
tain Barrie  had  done  me  the  honor  to  attach 
to  my  command)  were  landed  and  bivouacked 
for  the  night,  during  which  it  rained  inces- 
santly. We  got  under  arms  at  five  o'clock  this 
morning;  the  ride  company  forming  the  ad- 
yance  under  captain  Ward;  brevet-major 
Keith,  with  the  light  company  of  the  62d, 
bringing  up  the  rear;  and  the  detachment  of 
ynarines  under  captain  Carter  moving  upon 


hill.  Upon  this  occasion  twenty  pieces  of  can- 
non fell  into  our  hands  of  the  naval  and  mili- 
tary force,  the  return  of  which  I enclose;  after 
which,  captain  Barrie  and  myself  determined 
on  pursuing  the  enemy  towards  Bangor,  which 
place  we  reached  without  opposition;  and  here 
two  brass  3-pounders,  and  three  stand  of  co- 
lors, fell  into  our  possession.  Brigadier-gene- 
ral Blake,  also,  in  this  town,  surrendered  him- 
self prisoner,  and  with  other  prisoners,  to  the 
w amount  of  twenty-one,  were  admitted  to  their 

my  flanks,  while  captaip  Barrie,  with  the  ships  parole?.  Eighty  prisoners  taken  at  Hamden 
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are  in  our  custody.  The  loss  sustained  by  the  I prisoners.  I understood  there  were  a few 
enemy  I have  not  had  it  in  my  power  cor- 1 wounded,  hut  they  secreted  themselves  in  the 
rectly  to  ascertain:  report  states  it  to  be  from ! wood. 

thirty  to  forty  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing.  | Having  secured  the  fort,  we  lost  no  time 
Our  loss,  i am  happv  to  add,  is  but  small,  in  advancing  upon  Machias,  which  was  taken 
viz.  one  rank  and  file  killed;  one  captain,  se-  j without  any  resistance  ; and  also  two  field- 
ven  rank  and  file  wounded;  one  rank  and  file ; pieces. 

missing.  Captain  Gell,  of  the  29th,  wa«  The  boats  of  the  squadron,  under  the  com- 
wounded  when  leading5  the  column,  which j mand  of  lieutenant  Bouehier,  of  the  royal 
deprived  me  of  his  active  and  useful  assist  | navy,  and  the  royal  marines,  under  lieutenant 
tanee;  but  I am  happy  to  add.  he  is  recovering 
j[  have,  &uc. 


Welchman,  were  detached  to  the  eastern 
side  of  the  river,  and  were  of  essential  service 
in  taking  two  field  pieces  in  that  quarter. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  militia  were  not 
assembled  to  any  extent  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
town,  I was  making  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments to  advance  into  the  interior  of  the 


(Signed)  HENRY  JOHNS,  Lt.  Col. 

ACCOUNT  OF  THE  CAPTURE  OF  M4CI1IAS. 

From  col.  Piikington  to  gen.  Sherbroke.  dated 
Machias,  September  14.  1814. 

Sir — I have  the 

excellency,  that  1 sailed  from  I'enocscot  15  a.' ’!  flier-general  Brewer,  commanding  the  district* 
with  the  brigade  you  was  pleased  to  place  un-j  w}ierejn  he  engages  that  the  militia  forces 
der  my  command,  consisting  of  a detachment | wit^in  the  COUnty  of  Washington,  shall  not 
of  royal  artillery,  with  a howitzer,  the  bat-jbear  arms,  or  in  any  way  serve  against  his 
talion  companies  of  the  9th  regiment,  and  a,  Britannic  majesty  during  the  present  war.* 
party  of  the  7th  battalion  69t,h  foot,  on  the  ^ similar  offer  having  been  made  by  the  ci- 
morning  of  the  9th  inst.  and  arrived  at  Bucks  0^cers  anfl  principal  citizens  of  the  ccun- 

Harbor,  about  ten  miles  from  this  place,  on  a cessatiqp  of  arms  was  agreed  upon,  and 


he  honor  to  acquaint  your  colmtry>  when  I received  a letter  from  briga- 
sailed  from  a enofcscot  Ba^ , : flier-general  Brewer, 


the  following  evening. 


the  county  of  Washington  has  passed  under 


tested  profanation.] 

I beg  leave  to  congratulate  you  upon  th& 
importance  of  this  accession  of  territory 
which  has  been  wrested  from  the  enemy ; it 


As  the  enemy  fired  several  alarm  guns  on  the  dominion  of  his  Britannic  majesty.— [De- 
our  approaching  the  shore,  it  was  evident  he 
was  apprehensive  of  an  attack;  I therefore 
deemed  it  expedient  to  disembark  the  troops 

with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  captain  

K vde  Parker,  commanding  the  naval  force,  j embraces  one  hundred  miles  of  sea  coast,  and 
appointed  captain  Staufell  to  superintend  this  j inciuflcs  that  intermediate  tract  of  country 
duty,  and  it  was  executed  by  tuat  olncer  with  wbieh  separates  the  province  of  New-Bruns- 
the  utmost  promptitude  and  decision.  wick  prom  Lower  Canada. 

Upon  eaehing  the  shore.  I ascertained  that  \ye  bare  taken  twenty  six  pieces  of  ord- 
tfiere  was  only  a path-way  through  the  woods  naTlce^  (serviceable  and  unserviceable,)  with 
by  which  we  couid  advance  and  take  *ort  ia  proportion  of  arms  and  ammunition , returns 
O’Brien,  and  the  battery  in  reserve;  and  1 0f*  which  are  enclosed;  and  I have  the  pleas- 
the  guns  of  the^e  works  commanded  tne  pas-,  *ng  satisfaction  to  add,  that  this  service  has 
gage  of  the  river  upon  which  the  town  is  si-  been  effected  without  the  loss  of  a man  on 


tuated.  I decided  upon  possessing  ourselves 
of  them,  if  practicable  during  the  night. 

We  moved  forward  at  10  o’clock,  P.  M.  and, 
*fter  a most  tedious  and  harrassing  march, 
only  arrived  near  to  the  fort  at  break  of  day, 
although  the  distance  dpes  not  exceed  five 
miles. 

The  advanced  guard,  which  consisted  of 
twro  companies  of  the  29th  regiment,  and  a 
detachment  of  riflemen  of  the  60th  regiment, 
under  major  l'od,  of  the  former  corps,  imme- 
diately drove  in  the  enemy’s  picquets,  and 
upon  pursuing  him  closely,  found  the  fort  had 
been  evacuated,  leaving  their  colors,  about  five 
minutes  before  we  entered  it.  Within  it,  and 


our  part. 

[ Here  follows  the  usual  compliments  to  officer  st  &c.  3 
I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

A.  PILKINGTON,  lieut.  col. 

Deputy  adjutant  general. 

To  ljcut.  gen.  Sir  J.  C.  Sherbroke,  K.  B.'&e. 

Return  of  ordnance , arrns , ammunition , Spc. 
taken  at  Machias  by  the  troops  under  the 
command  of  lieutenant  colonel  Piikington , 
1 Vlh  September , 1814, 

Ordnance , total  26.  Arms , 161  muskets, 
99  bayonets,  100  pouches,  41  belts,  2 drums. 
Ammunition,  20  barrels  serviceable  gunpow- 
der, 75  paper  cartridges  filled  for  18  and  24 
pounders,  2,938  musket  ball  cartridges.  3 bar- 


. , utiuiiuw?,  HiutM/i  utiji  enniiurcs.  j uar- 

the  battery,  there  are  two  24  pouncers,  three  ' e]sof  grilpe  and  case  shot,  553  round  shot  for 
18  pounders,  several  dismounted  guns  and  a ,s  and  24  p0U1)C|CI.s;  6 kegs  of  gun  powder, 
block-house.  The  party  which ^ escaped  U lbs . each . 2S  paper  cartridges  filled  for  4 
amounted  to  about  seventy  men  or  the  40th  | p0Unflcrs 

regiment  of  American  infantry,  and  thirty  ! ‘ ' J.  DANIEL,  lieut.  royal  art. 

of  the  embodied  militia;  the  retreat  was  so; i 

rapid,  that  I was  not  enabled  to  take  any!  *4s  this  possible  Rkg. 
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account  of  the  capture  of  castine,  fyc. 

Downing-street,  Oct.  9,  1814. 

Major  Addison  has  arrived  with  the  follow* 
ing  despatch  from  lieut.  general  Sherbrooke, 
dated 

Castine,  at  the  entrance  the  Penobscot,  Sept.  18. 

My  Lord — i have  now  the  honor  to  inform 
your  lordship,  that  after  closing  my  despatch 
on  the  26th  ult  in  which  I mentioned  my  in- 
tention of  proceeding  to  the  Penobscot,  rear 
admiral  Griffith  and  myself  lost  no  time  in 
sailing  from  Halifax,  with  such  a naval  force 
as  he  deemed  necessary,  andthe  troops  as  per 
margin.*  to  accomplish  the  object  we  had  in 
view. 

Very  early  in  the  morning  of  the  30th,  we 
fell  in  with  the  Rifleman  sloop  of  war,  when 
captain  Pearce  informed  us,  that  the  Unit  ed 
States  frigate  Adams  had  got  into  the  Penob- 
scot; feut  from  the  apprehension  of  being  at- 
tacked by  our  cruisers,  if  she  remained  at  the 
entrance  of  the  river,  she  ran  up  as  high  as 
Hamden,  where  she  had  landed  her  guns, 
and  mounted  them  on  shore  for  her  protec- 
tion. 

On  leaving  Halifax  it  was  my  original  in-, 
tentioft  to  have  taken  possession  of  Machias, 
an  our  way  hither;  but  on  receiving  this  in- 
telligence, the  admiral  and  myself  were  of 
epinion,  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  pro- 
ceeding to  our  destination,  and  we  arrived 
here  very  early  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  inst. 

The  fort  at  Castine,  which  is  situated  upon 
a peninsula  of  the  eastern  side  of  the  Penob- 
scot, near  the  entrance  of  that  river,  wassum- 
xnonded  a littfe  after  sun-rise;  but  the  Ameri- 
can officer  refused  to  surrender  it,  and  imme- 
diately opened  a fire  from  four  24  pounders, 
upon  a small  schooner  that  had  been  sent  with 
lieut.  col.  Nicholls  (commanding  royal  engi- 
neers) to  reconnoitre  the  work. 

Arrangements  were  immediately  made  for 
disembarking  the  troops;  but  before  a landing 
could  be  effected  the  enemy  blew  up  his  ma- 
gazine, and  escaped  up  the  Majectaquadous 
river,  carrying  off  in  the  boats  with  them  two 
field  pieces. 

As  we  had  no  means  of  ascertaining  what 
force  the  Americans  had  on  this  peninsula,  I 
landed  a detachment  of  royal  artillery,  with 
two  rifle  companies  of  the  60th  and  9»th  regi- 
ments, under  colonel  Douglass,  in  the  rear  of 
fit,  with  orders  to  secure  the  isthmus,  and  to 
take  possession  of  the  heights  which  com- 
manded the  town;but  I soonlearned  that  there 
were  no  regulars  at  Castine,  except  the  party 
which  had  blown  up  the  magazine,  and  escap- 
ed, and  that  the  militia  which  were  assembled 
there  had  dispersed  immediately  on  our  land- 
ing. 

Rear-admiral  Griffith  and  myself  next  turn- 

• First  company  royal  artillery,  two  rifle  compa- 
nies of  the  7th  battalion,  60th  regiment,  29th,  62d 
and  98th  regiments. 


ed  our  attention  to  obtaining  possession  of  the 
Adams,  or,  if  that  could  not  be  done,  to  des- 
troying her.  The  arrangements  for  this  ser- 
vice having  been  made,  the  rear  admiral  en- 
trusted the  execution  of  it  to  captain  Barrie, 
royal  navy,  and  as  the  co  operation  of  a land 
force  was  necessary,  1 directed  lieutenant  col. 
John,  with  a detachment  of  artillery,  the  flank 
companies  of  the  29th,  62d,  and  98th  regi-T 
ments,  and  one  rifle  company  of  the  60th  to 
accompany  and  co-operate  with  captain  Bar- 
rie on  this  occasion;  but  as  Hamden  is  27 
miles  above  Castine,  it  appeared  to  me  a ne- 
cessary measure  of  precaution  first  to  occupy 
a post  on  the  western  bank,  which  might  af- 
ford support,  if  necessary,  to  the  forces  going 
up  the  river,  and  at  the  same  time  prevent  the 
armed  population,  which  is  very  numerous  to 
the  southward  and  westward,  from  annoying 
the  British  in  their  operations  on  the  Adams. 

Upon  enquiry  I found  that  Belfast,  which  is 
upon  the  high  road  leading  from  Hamden  to 
Boston,  and  which  perfectly  commands  the 
bridge,  was  likely  to  answer  both  these  pur- 
poses, and  I consequently  directed  major-ge- 
neral Gosselin  to  occupy  that  place  with  the 
29th  regiment,  and  to  maintain  it  till  further 
orders. 

As  soon  as  this  was  accomplished,  and  the 
tide  served,  rear-admiral  Griffith  directed 
captain  Barrie  to  proceed  to  his  destination, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  troops  were  landed 
that  evening  at  Castine 

Understanding  that  a strong  party  of  militia 
from  the  neighboring  township  had  assem- 
bled at  about  four  miles  from  Castine,  on  the 
road  leading  to  Blue  Hill,  I sent  out  a strong 
patrole  on  the%iorning  of  the  2d,  before  day- 
break On  arriving  at  the  place,  I was  in- 
formed that  the  militia  of  the  county  had  as-, 
sembled  there  on  the  alarm  guns  being  fired 
at  fort  Castine  upon  our  first  appearance,  but 
that  the  main  body  had  since  dispersed,  and 
returned  to  their  respective  homes.  Some 
stragglers,  were,  however,  left,  who  fired  upon 
our  advanced  guard,  and  then  took  to  the 
woods ; a few  of  whom  were  made  prisoners. 
No  intelligence  having  reached  us  from  cap- 
tain Barrie  on  Saturday  night,  I marched 
with  about  seven  hundred  men  and  two  light, 
field  pieces  upon  Buckstown,  at  three  o'clock*' 
on  Sunday  morning,  the  4th  inst.  for  the  pur- 
pose of  learning  what  progress  he  had  made, 
and  of  affording  him  assistance  if  required. 
This  place  is  about  eighteen  miles  higher  up 
the  Penobscot  than  Castine,  and  on  the  east- 
ern bank  of  the  river.  Rear  admiral  Grif- 
fith accompanied  me  on  ^his  occasion,  and  as 
we  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  light  guns 
which  had  been  taken  from  Castine  were  se-r 
creted  in  the  neighborhood  of  Buckstown,  we 
threatened  to  destroy  the  town  unless  they 
were  delivered  up,  and  the  two  brass  3 pound- 
ers, on  traveling  carriages,  were,  in  conge 
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quence,  brought  to  us  in  the  course  of  the 
day,  and  are  now  in  our  possession. 

At  Buckstown  we  received  very  satisfacto- 
ry accounts  of  the  success  which  had  attend- 
ed the  force  employed  up  the  river.  We  learn- 
ed that  captain  Barrie  had  proceeded  from 
Hamden  up  to  Bangor;  and  the  admiral 
sent  an  officer  in  a boat  from  Buckstown  to 
communicate  with  him*  when  trading  there 
was  no  necessity  for  the  troops  remaining 
longer  at  Buckstown,  they  marched  back  to 
Gas  tine  the  next  day. 

Having  ascertained  that  the  object  of  the 
expedition  up  the  Penobscot  had  been  attain- 
ed, it  was  no  longer  necessary  for  me  to  occu- 
py Belfast ; I,  therefore,  on  the  evening  of 
the  6th,  directed  major-general  Gosselin  to 
embark  the  troops  and  to  join  me  here. 

Machias  being  the  only  place  now  remain- 
ing where  the  enemy  had  a post  between  the 
Penobscot  and  Passamaquoddy  Bay,  I order- 
ed iieuterrrant  colonel  Pilkington  to  proceed 
with  a detachment  of  royal  artillery  and  the 
20th  regiment  to  occupy  it ; and  as  naval  as- 
sistance was  required,  rear  admiral  Griffith 
directed  captain  Parker  of  the  Tenedos.  to 
co-operate  with  lieutenant  colonel  Pilkington 
on  this  occasion. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  captain  Barrie, 
with  lieutenant  colonel  John,  and  the  troops 
which  had  been  employed  with  him  up  the 
Penobscot,  returned  to  Castine.  It  seems  the 
enemy  blew  up  the  Adams,  on  his  strong  po- 
sition at  Hamden  being  attacked  ; but  all  his 
artillery,  two  stand  of  colors,  and  a standard, 
with  several  merchant  vessels,  fell  into  our 
hands.  This,  I am  happy  to  say,  was  accom- 
plished with  very  little  loss  on  our  part ; and 
your  lordship  will  perceive,  by  the  return 
sent  herewith,  that  the  only  officer  wounded 
in  this  affair  is  captain  Gcll,  of  the  29th  gre- 
nadiers. 

Signed  J.  C.  SIIERBROKE. 

Head-quarters , Kingston,  Oct.  16,1814. 

General  order. — His  excellency  the 
commander  of  the  forces,  has  received  a dis- 
patch from  lieutenant  general  sir  John  $her- 
broke,  commanding  thq -forces. in  Nova  Sco- 
tia and  its  dependencies,  dated  the  23d  Sept, 
reporting  the  successful  operations  of  his  ma- 
jesty’s arms,  aided  by  the  division  of  the  fleet 
under  the  command  of  rear-admiral  Griffith, 
in  the  capture  of  the  forts  of  Castine  and  Ma- 
chias, and  the  occupation  of  the  enemy's  posts 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Penobscot  river. 

The  service  has  been  attended  with  the 
capture  or  demolition  of  all  the  enemy’s  works 
of  defence,  ordnance  and  stores,  and  the  com- 
plete dispersion  of  his  troops, 

A detached  service  intrusted  to  the  com* 
mand  of  lieutenant-colonel  John,  of  the  60th 
regiment,  and  captain  Barrie,  of  the  royal 
navy,  proceeded  twenty-seven  miles  up  the 
Penobscot  river,  attacked  and  dislodged  the 


enemy  from  a 6trong  position  at  Hamden, 
which  had  been  occupied  for  the  protection  of 
the  United  States  frigate  Adams,  which  was 
totally  destroyed  by  fire,  previous  to  his  re- 
treat. 

The  reduction  of  fort  Machias  was  intrust- 
ed to  lieutenant  colonel  Pilkington,  and  capt. 
Parker  of  the  royal  navy,  but  that  fortress 
was  evacuated  by  the  enemy  on  the  approach 
of  the  British  force. 

The  lieutenant  general  commanding,  ex- 
presses in  the  strongest  terms  of  praise,  his 
sense  of  the  zealous  and  cordial  co-operation 
of  rear  admiral  Griffith  and  the  officers  and 
seamen  of  the  royal  navy,  and  marines,  and 
also  the  able  and  active  support  he  experienc- 
ed from  major  general  Gosselin,  col.  Douglas 
98th,  lieutenant  colonel  Nicols,  royal  engi- 
neers— the  officers  employed  on  detached  ser- 
vice, and  the  zeal,  alacrity,  and  steady  dis- 
cipline displayed  by  the  officers  and  soldiers, 
which  entitle  them  to  the  highest  approbation. 

Thirty-nine  pieces  of  ordnance  have  been 
taken  The  British  loss  amounts  only  to  one 
rank  and  file  killed,  1 captain  and  7 rank  and 
file  wounded. 

CapL  Gell,  29th  regt.  wounded  severe!  v, 
not  dangerously. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  BAYNES, 

Adj.  general  N.  A. 

Miscellaneous  Scraps. 

Under  this  head  it  is  proposed  to  preserve  a 
considerable  body  of  iiniident  and  fa^t 
pertaining  to  the  late  war,  that  have 
from  time  to  time  been  denied  a regu- 
lar insertion,  for  want  of  room. 

THE  BANKS. 

The  forced  sales  of  British  government  bills 
in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  with  the  ex- 
tensive smuggling  of  British  goods  which 
was  afterwards  organized  between  the  ene- 
my and  a considerable  number  of  persons 
in  the  eastern  states,  appeared  likely  soon 
to  drain  th$  country  of  its  precious  metals; 
for  which  great  War  manoeuvre  the  “Boston 
folks”  were  the  instrument.  All  the  banks 
of  the  District  of  Columbia , Maryland , New 
York , Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Virginia . 
Ohio  and  Kentucky , and  generally , in  the 
order  named,  were  compelled  to  refuse  pay- 
ments in  specie.  Those  of  Ohio  and  Ken- 
tucky were  much  the  latest,  and  it  is  believ- 
ed they  commonly  paid  the  ordinary  sums 
that  had  theretofore  been  demanded  for 
change.  Those  of  the  “ nation  of  New - 
England”  generally  paid  specie  as  demand- 
ed, 16  or  18  excepted,  that  had  always  been 
in  disrepute,  paying,  or  not  paying,  as  cir- 
cumstances induced  or  caprice  directed, 
but  these  were  not  among  the  principal 
banks.  Those  of  North  Caroihva , 
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Carolina,  Georgia  and  Louisiana  paid  spe- 
eie  on  all  occasions  where  it  did  not  appear 
a “run”  was  made  upon  them,  and  some  of 
them  met  every  demand  as  theretofore.  The 
j Louisiana  banks  had  stopped  sometime  pre- 
vious to  any  of  the  others  on  account  of  a 
vast  smuggling  that  had  been  carried  on  by 
the  allied  pirates  [ Bar  atarians]  arid  the  Bri- 
tish, but  soon  resumed  their  accustom- 
ed business.  The  banks  of  the  southern 
states  were  much  assisted  in  their  monied 
operations  by  the  number  of  prizes  that 
reached  their  ports,  and  by  a fair  trade  with 
Amelia  island. 

We  have  before  us  a Boston  price  current  of 
specie  and  bills,  dated  January  19, 1815.  The 
bank  notes  of  that  town  and  specie  were  at 
par: 

New  York  at  19  a 20  per  cent  discount. 

Philadelphia  22  do. 

Baltimore  25  do. 

Which  last  was  the  premium  paid  for  gold  in 
this  city — silver  20; — -by  the  brokers.  The 
discounts  at  Boston  rose  considerably  after- 
wards.* 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  and  remembrance,  that 
before  the  war,  the  notes  of  those  banks 
which  stopped  specie  payntents,  had  ever 
been  in  the  best  repute,  as  a general  circu 
lating  medium.  Those  which  proudly  held 
out,  had  had,  before  the  war,  the  least  por- 
tion of  specie;  that  is,  those  of  the  eastern 
states:  The  city  of  Baltimore  having  more 
in  the  vaults  of  its  banks,  than  there  were 
in  all  the  banks  of  all  the  “ nation  of  New 
England ."  See  Weekly  Register,  vol.  VII, 
page  195;  and  will  probably  have  as  much 
again,  when  trade  settles  into  a regular  and 
honest  channel. 

The  following  may  suffice  to?  shew  the  geireral 
feeling  of  the  banks  and  the  people  on  this 
occasion. 

Philadelphia,  Aug.  31, 1814.  To  the  public, 
The  directors  of  the  banking  institutions  of 
this  city,  having,  after  mature  deliberation, 
thought  it  necessary  to  suspend  the  payment 
of  specie;  they  deem  it  their  duty  to  submit 
to  their  fellow  citizens  the  circumstances 
which  induced  them  to  adopt  this  measure. 

^Prices  current  of  money. — Boston , Fe- 
bruary 1 . — Prices  at  which  bank  bills  aTe  re- 
ceived in  Boston  for  specie. 

Massachusetts . — All  the  banks  in  Boston; 
same  as  specie. 

Southern  banks. -r~ All  the  banks')  19  and  20‘ 
in  New- York  state,  (Hudson  ^percentum 
and  Orange  bank  excepted,  J discount. 


Hudson  Bank,  - - - - 20 

Orange  Bank,  * - - - - 24 

Philadelphia  City  Banks,  - - 24 

Baltimore  Banks,  - - - -30 

Treasury  notes,  - - - 24  a 25  J 

V.  $.  6 per  ceri'ts.  < 4*  - 40-J; 


From  the  moment  when  the  rigorous  block- 
ade of  the  ports  of  the  United  States  prevent- 
ed the  exportation  of  our  produce,  foreign 
supplies  could  be  paid  for  in  specie  only,  and 
as  the  importation  of  foreign  goods  into  the 
eastern  states  has  been  Very  large,  as  it  has 
for  many  months  past  occasioped  a continual 
drain  frorn  the  banks.  This  dj-airi  has  been 
much  increased  by  a trade  in  British  govern- 
ment bills  of  exchange,  which  has  been  exten- 
sively carried  on  and  has  caused  very  great 
sums  to  be  exported  frorn  the  U States 
To  meet  this  great,  demand  for  specie,  the 
course  of  trade  did,  for  a considerable  time 
enable  us  to  draw  large  supplies  from  the 
southern  states,  but  the  unhappy  situation  of 
affairs  there,  having  deprived  us  of  that  re- 
source, and  circumstances  having  occurred 
which  have  in  a considerable  degree  occasion- 
ed alarm  and  distrust,  it  became  a serious 
consideration  whether  the  banks  should  con- 
tinue their  exertions  to  draw  within  their 
vaults  the  specie  capital  ot  the  country  and 
thus  facilitate  the  means  of  exporting  it  from 
the  United  States;  or  whether  they  should 
suspend  the  payment  of  specie  before  their 
means  were  exhausted.  The  directors  were 
fully  sensible  of  the  inconveniences  which  a 
measure  of  this  nature  must  occasion,  and 
were  they  riot  fully  convinced  that  the  situa- 
tion of  affairs  must  soon  leave  them  no  alter- 
native, it  wriuld  not  have  been  adopted;  buf 
believing  the  public  interest  will  be  best  pro- 
moted by  stopping  the  payment  of  specie  be- 
fore the  monied  capital  of  the  country  is  fur- 
ther diminished,  and  that  by  adopting  the 
measure  at  this  time  the  banks  may  hereaf- 
ter resume  their  accustomed  operations  with 
less  difficulty,  they  have  unanimously  agreed 
to  it,  aria  confidently  hope  this  determination 
will,  under  existing  circumstances,  ineet  the 
approbation  and  support  of  their  fellow  citi- 
zens. 

The  directors  are  making  the  necessary  ex- 
ertions to  render  the  measure  they  have  thus 
reluctantly  adopted  as  little  inconvenient  as 
possible— arid  to  facilitate  the  management  of 
such  concerns a,s  have  heretofore  been  usually 
conducted  with  the  aid  of  specie — the  pay- 
ment of  which  Will  be  resumed  as  soon  as  it 
can  be  done  with  propriety  and  safety. 

JOSEPH  P NORRIS  Prest. 

Bank  of  Pennsylvania . 

JOHN  MORTON,  Pres  t. 

Bank  of  North  America . 

DAVID  LENOX,  Pres’t. 

Philadelphia  Bank. 

Joseph  taggert,  Pres’t. 

Farmer's  and  Mechanic's  Panic. 

HENRY  PRATT,  Prs’t  pro  tern. 

Commercial  Bank  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

THOMAS  PARKER,  Pres’t. 

Mechanic's  Bank.- 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SUPPLEMENT  TO  VOL.  VII.  Jyf 


a meeting  of  the  committees  from  all  I the  Tontine  Coffee  House,  on  the  I st  of  Sep 
£he  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  5th  j tember  1814 — 


August — William  Few , chairman,  Charles 
Wilkes , secretary — 

Letters  from  the  cashiers  of  several  banks 
in  Philadelphia  and  from  other  unquestiona- 
ble authority  were  read,  stating  that  all  the 
banks  in  Philadelphia  had  come  to  a resolu-  j joint  committee  of  the  banks,  as  follows: 
tion  to  suspend  payments  in  specie — whereup-i  c T . , v York,  s, pt.  i«.  uw, 

on  the  following  resolution  and  preamble  were  | 1R  desired  by  the  committees  of 

* r ; the  several  banks  in  this  citv  to  communicate 


Gen.  Ebenezer  Stevens  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and 

William  Henderson  was  appointed  sec’y. 
The  chairman  read  a communication  which 
he  had  received  from  the  chairman  of  the 


agreed  to: 

Considering  that  the  banks  in  Philadelphia  j 
have  determined  to  suspend  their  payments  of 
specie — 

Considering  that  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
such  a suspension  of  payments  in  Philadelphia, 
will  be  followed  by  an  increased  demand  on 
the  banks  here,  and  probably  a diminished 
confidence;  and  further,  that  there  is  a consi- 
derable balance  now  due  and  accumulating, 
from  the  banks  in  Philadelphia  to  the  banks 
in  this  city— therefore, 

Resolved , That  the  banks  in  tl is  city  of  N. 
York,  with  the  utmost  regret  find  it  necessa- 
ry to  suspend  their  payments  in  specie. 

(Signed)  Wm.  FEW,  chairman. 

Charles  Wilkes,  secretary. 

Meeting  of  the  merchants  and  traders. 

Philadelphia,  Aug,  31,  1814. 


At  a very  numerous  meeting  of  the  mer- 
chants and  traders  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
held  in  pursuance  of  public  notice  at  the  Mer- 
chants’ Coffee  House  this  day. 

Thomas  M.  Willing,  was  called  tb  the 
chair,  and 

Robert  Ritchie , appointed  secretary. 

The  chairman  stated  that  the  object  of  the 
meeting  was  to  take  into  consideration  the  re- 
cent step  adopted  by  the  different  banking  in- 
stitutions of  the  city,  suspending  for  the  pre- 
sent, the  payment  of  specie. 

The  address  of  the  different  presidents  of 
these  institutions  to  the  public  was  called  for 
ajid  read. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  offered 
to  the  meeting,  and  unanimously  adopted. 

That  this  meeting  do  approve  the  determi- 
nation of  the  directors  of  the  banks  of  Phila- 
delphia to  suspend  the  payments  of  specie  at 
the  present  crisis,  and  do  agree  to  receive  in 
payment  of  all  debts  due  to  them  the  notes  of 
the  said  banks,  in  the  fullest  confidence  that 
the  directors  of  the  said  banks  respectively 
will  pursue  such  measures  as  will  enable  them 


x/»  vuuan  III  tiuo  vlt  I W 

to  you  for  the  information  of  the  meeting  at 
which  you  preside,  that  they  have  come  to  the 
following  resolutions: 

That  the  banks  in  this  city  will  continue  to 
take  the  notes  of  each  other  in  all  payments. 

That,  having  always  considered  the  pay- 
ment of  specie  as  forming  a salutary  and  £l 
principal  check  to  an  undue  emission  of  notes, 
and  that  check  being,  b v the  unfortunate  situ- 
ation of  affairs,  for  the  present  removed,  they 
have  agreed,  unanimously, 

To  adopt  such  measures  as  will  effectually 
in  their  opinion,  prevent  an  improper  increase/ 
of  the  circulation  of  bank  paper. 

“1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

“Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  FEW,  chairman” 
“To  the  chairman  of  the  meeting 
of  merchants  and  traders 
Resolved,  That  while  this  meeting  regret 
the  circumstances  that  have  obliged  the  banks 
to  suspend  their  payments  in  specie,  they  ful- 
ly concur  in  the  necessity  of  that  measure. 

That  the  confidence  of  this  meeting  in  the 
stability  of  the  banks  remains  undiminished, 
and  that  relying  on  the  prudence  of  the  direc- 
tors to  restrain  their  loans  within  safe  limits, 
they  will  by  every  proper  means,  uphold  the 
credit  and  assist  the  circulation  of  their  notes 
That  they  will  continue  to  receive  the  notes' 
of  the  banks  of  this  city  in  all  payments  a6 
heretofore. 

That  at  a period  when  the  specie  ih  the 
country  is  gradually  lessening,  and  by  the  em- 
barrassments of  our  Commerce  the  usual 
means  of  supply  arC  cut  off,  it  appears  to  this 
meeting  expedient  to  diminish  by  every  pro- 
per method  the  export  of  specie,  and  to  hus- 
band our  resources  in  the  hope,  that  at  no' 
distant  period,  the  banks  will  be  able  to  re- 
sume their  payment  of  specie— therefore, 
Resolved,  That  vve  will  avoid  all  ne&ocia- 


s:on  cease.  i 

Resolved,  That  the  different  editors  of  news  i 


to  resume  the  payment  of  specie,  as  soon  asjtions  which  may  render  specie  payments  n.e- 
the  circumstances  which  caused  the  suspen-|cessary->  anc^  by  every  means  in  our  power  dis- 
courage the  exportation  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  6f  the  meet" 
papers  I a requested  to  publish  the  proceedings  | ing  be  signed  by  the  chairman  and  secretary? 
of  the  meeting  daily  for  one  week.  ’ ’ v*  ’ ’ 

THOMAS  M.  WILLING,  chairman. 

Robert  Ritciiii?,  sec’y. 

At  a meeting  of  merchants  and  traders,  at 
‘von.  vff . 


land  published 

(Signed)  EBENEZER  STEVENS, 

Chairman t 

1 William  Henderson,  see'y. 

X 
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Charleston , February  2.--  Yesterday  morn- 
ing in  pursuance  of  orders  from  major-gene- 
ral Fishburne,  the  Charleston  brigade  para- 
ded in  Meeting-street  for  inspection,  when 
they  were  reviewed  by  liis  excellency  the  go- 
vernor and  major-generals  Fishburne,  Butler 
and  Moore,  with  their  suites— after  which  they 
were  inspected  and  dismissed.  The  number  of 
men  on  the  ground  on  this  occasion  was  nearly 
double  what  has  heretofore  been  seen  on  simi- 
lar occasions,  and  their  appearance  such  as 
gave  general  satisfaction. 

Treasury  notes.-— The  passage  of  the  bank 
bill  will  most  certainly  raise  the  value  of  those 
facilities;  those  therefore  who  hold  them,  will 
do  well  not  to  part  with  them  under  their 
value.  People  who  expect  a paper  medium 
will  now,  as  in  the  revolutionary  war,  rapidly 
depreciate,  will  be  deceived.  It  must  be  recol- 
lected in  the  last  war,  there  was  a constant 
emission,  and  no  taxes  or  imposts  to  redeem, 
or  absorb  any  part  of  them— the  case  is  now 
very  different.  If  the  emission  does  not  exceed 
the  amount  of  income,  the  treasury  notes  will 
be  a convenient  mode  of  anticipating  the  re- 
venue, and  attended  with  no  bad  consequence. 

[Norfolk  Ledger — January. 

Wiliiamsville , January  10. 
Head -quarters  of  the  Northern  army,  adjutant-ge- 
iuraPs  office,  Buffalo,  2d  January,  1815. 

General  orders. — The  troops  will  pa- 
rade to-morrow  morning,  at  half  past  ten 
o’clock,  on  the  ground  between  the  rifle  and 
artillery  cantonments,  to  witness  the  execu- 
tion of  James  Campbell , of  the  26th  regiment, 
convicted  of,  and  sentenced  to  be  ‘hanged  un- 
til he  is  dead for  twice  deserting,  and  once  to 
the  enemy,  and  who,  it  was  almost  proven, 
had,  while  a prisoner,  betrayed  his  fellow- 
soldiers  imeaptivity,  and  been  instrumental  to 
the  death  of  one  of  them  named  Donavan, 
executed  by  the  enemy  on  the  suspicion  of 
owing  allegianceto  the  British  king:  Also,  of 
Nathan  Smith , of  the  10th  regiment,  con- 
victed of,  and  sentenced  to  be  shot  to  death,  for 
sleeping  while  a sentinel  on  post. 

By  command  of  major-general  Izard, 

J M.  O’CONNER,  Assist,  adj.  gen. 
Head-quarters,  Northern  army,  adjutant-general’s 
office,  Buffalo,  7th  January,  1815. 

Extract  f rom  general  orders. — His  excel- 
lency the  president,  has  been  pleased  tocQnfer 
brevet  rank  on  the  following  officers,  for  dis- 
tinguished services  and  gallantry  displayed  by 
them  on  the  17th  September  last,  in  the  sortie 
of  the  garrison  of  fort  Erie,  the  storming  and 
capture  or  destruction  of  the  enemy’s  batte- 
ries, artillery  and  ordnance,  and  of  the  troops 
in  the  trenches,  eventuating  in  the  repulse  of 
his  whole  force,  the  raising  of  the  siege  of  that 
fortress,  and  his  precipitate  retreat  into  Chip- 
pewa, where  he  was  subsequently  beleaguered 
by  our  forces. 

On  lieutenant-colonel  Donald,  1st  rifle 


regiment,  the  rank  of  colonel,  in  the  army. 
First-lieulenant  Donald  Fraser  15th  regi 
ment,  rank  of  captain.  feecond  lieutenant 
Richard  II.  Lee , 15th  regiment,  rank  of  first- 
lieutenant.  Third-lieutenant  Samuel  Riddle, 
15th  regiment,  rank  of  second  lieutenant. 

By  command  of  major  general  Izard, 

J.  M.  O’CONNER,  Assist,  adj.  gen. 
From  the  Virginia  Argus. — [We  have  been 
favored  with  the  following  letter  from  the' 
governor  to  colonel  John  Cropper  of  Acco- 
mack, acquainting  him  with  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  rank  of  brigadier  genera!.] 
Richmond , January  18,  1815. 
Dear  Sir, — I have  the  honor  to  enclose  you 
a commission  of  brigadier  general  in  the  mi- 
litia of  Virginia.  I feel  great  pleasure  in  per- 
forming this  duty;  your  revolutionary  services 
entitle  you  to  this  evidence  of  the  confidence 
of  your  country. 

The  unshaken  loyalty  of  the  people  you  are 
appointed  to  command,  ensures  to  them  the 
ardent  attachment  of  their  fellow  citizens 
throughout  the  state.  In  confiding  to  a citi- 
zen distinguished  for  valor  and  patriotism, 
the  defence  of  a people  so  justly  dear  to  the 
rest  of  the  state,  the  solicitude  of  the  legisla- 
ture for  the  protection  of  your  brigade  dis- 
trict, has  been  most  strongly  manifested. 

As  long  as  I have  the  honor  to  be  the  chief 
magistrate  of  the  commonwealth,  I shall  avail 
mj^self  of  every  opportunity  to  prove  to  the 
people  of  Accomack  and  Northampton,  my 
opinion  ef  their  value  to  the  state,  and  mv 
high  sense  of  their  fidelity  to  their  country. 

I am  with  great  respect,  dear  sir,  your 
humble  servant,  W.  C.  NICHOLAS. 
General  John  Cropper. 

Danville , Vt.  Jan  27,  1815. — It  will  be  re- 
collected that  we  published  on  the  3d  of  De 
cember  last,  an  account  of  the  forcible  seizure 
of  Mr.  Samuel  Hugh  in  his  bed  by  a parly  of 
Canadians,  and  of  his  being  conveyed  to  Mon- 
treal, for  trial  at  the  court  of  King’s  Bench, 
in  consequence  of  having  been  concerned  in 
the  unhappy  affair  last  fall  in  Herriford, 
which  terminated  in  the  death  of  a Mr.  Mor- 
rill, contractor  for  the  British  army.  We  un- 
derstand that  the  circumstances  attending 
that  affair  were  in  the  first  place  falsely  repre- 
sented to  governor  Prevost — setting  forth  that 
the  cattle  seized  by  our  citizens  in  arms  was 
the  private  property  of  the  Messrs.  Morrills, 
and  that  it  was  a wanton  act  of  barbarity,  on 
the  part  of  the  Americans,  in  defiance  of  hu- 
manity and  justice — but  that  when  sir  Ged^e 
obtained'a  true  history  of  the  facts,  he  ap- 
pointed colonels  Coffin  and  McDonough  com- 
missioners to  meet  others  chosen  by  citizens 
of  the  states  for  the  purpose  of  amicably  set- 
tling the  difficulties  on  the  northern  frontier, 
declaring  that  the  perpetrators  of  the  outrage 
on  the  person  and  property  of  Mr.  Hugh, 
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should  make  reparation  to  the  amount  ot  their 
whole  estates,  if  justice  required  the  sacrifice 
The  people  of  Essex  and  Coos  have  accord 
in<Hy  appointed  Mr.  Isaac  Cushman,  Charles 
Thompson,  Moody  Rich,  Seth  Cushman, 
esquires,  and  lieutenant  H.  Parsons  as  com- 
missioners, who  were  to  meet  those  from  sii 
George  at  Ilerriford  on  Friday  last. 

[From  the  Western  Spy.] 

Cincinnati , Jan.  14,  1815— On  Saturday 
last  major  general  Gaines  arrived  at  Newport, 
Ken.  on  his  way  to  New-Orleans;  on  Monday 
a deputation  from  the  citizens  of  Cincinnati 
waited  on  him  with  an  invitation  to  accept  a 
public  dinner,  which  on  account  of  the  criti- 
cal state  of  affairs  below,  and  a sense  of  public 
duty,  he  declined.  Previous  to  his  departure  he 
forwarded  to  the  gentlemen  who  waited  on 
him  the  following  note. 

To  major  Torrence,  major  Anderson , captain  Oliver 
and  captain  M‘ Far  land. 

Gentlemen, — Permit  me  to  ask  the  fayor 
of  you  to  offer  to  the  citizens  of  Cincinnati 
jny  best  thanks  for  their  polite  invitation, 
communicated  through  you  to  a public  dinner. 

I regret  that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power,  con- 
sistently with  my  public  duties,  to  attend,  but 
shall  nevertheless  bear  in  mind  a grateful 
sense  of  this  pleasing  testimonial  of  the  muni- 
ficence and  regard  with  which  the  people  of 
Cincinnati  have  honored  me. 

Though  personally  a stranger  to  Cincin- 
nati, I have  long  viewed  its  local  advantages 

its  rapid  growth  and  its  high  prospective 

distinction  among  the  thousand  great  cities  of 
our  national  interior,  and  west;  with  a degree 
of  pleasure,  bordering,  perhaps,  not  a little  on 
national  prejudice  or  national  pride — but  it  is 
still  a pleasure,  for  in  this  country  we  behold 
the  healthful  heart  and  robust  stamina  of 
united  America — a heart  and  stamina  that 
will  for  ever  remain  shielded  from  the  para- 
letic  touch  with  which  British  ships,  foreign 
intercourse,  and  foreign  influence  corrupt  and 
deaden  some  of  the  exposed  extremities  along 
the  sea-coast.  And  should  the  traiterous  aris- 
tocracy of  one  extremity  or  the  insurgent  mo- 
hocracy  of  another  threaten  to  tear  asunder 
our  national  union,  then  will  the  importance 
of  this  great  interior  body — this  sheet  anchor 
of  our  federal  bark,  be  universally  seen  and 
felt.  It  will  speak  in  a language  of  brotherly 
love,  but  in  a tone  strong  as  the  mountain- 
storm.  the  American  republic  shall  be  pre- 
served! Your  obedient  servant, 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES. 

From  the  Boston  Patriot , January. — The 
sailing  of  an  American  frigate  (particularly  of 
old  “ Ironsides 99 ) makes  as  much  noise  and 
confusion  in  the  British  navy,  as  formerly  did 
the  escape  of  a whole  squadron  from  France. 
It  appears  by  accounts  from  Halifax,  that  the 
Saturn,  58,  and  Leander,  50,  had  gone  off  in 
pursuit  of  the  Constitution,  beside  th.e  New- 


castle, 50,  and  Acasta,  40.  They,  no  doubt, 
will  endeavor  to  keep  in  pairs,  in  order  to 
give  aid  and  assistance  to  each  other  in  case 
they  should  fall  in  with  her.  A few  more  of 
our  frigates  at  sea,  would  clear  the  American 
coast  of  the  enemy’s  cruisers,  by  their  going 
in  pursuit  of  them. 

Fatality.  An  unfortunate  man  trans- 
porting a 421b.  carronade  on  a sleigh,  in  the 
northern  part  of  New-Y  ork,  overset  l»is  vehi- 
cle, and  tumbled  the  gun  upon  his  leg,  by 
whicli  lie  died.  14is  death  is  charged  to  the 
war,  for  “free  trade  and  sailors’  rights”  by  a 
sapient  editor  of  the  neighborhood.  It  is  true, 
that  if  there  had  been  no  war,  the  camion 
might  not  have  fallen  upon  him;  but  it  is  no 
less  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  if  he  himself 
hail  not  overset  the  sleigh,  he  would  not  have 
been  hurt. 

Call  for  volunteers.  To  the  patriotic 
citizens  of  Ohio.  The  president  of  the  United 
States  has  requested,  through  general  McAr- 
thur, 500  mounted  volunteers  from  this  state, 
to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  volunteers  from 
Kentuckyr-for  a tour  of  60  days,  on  a cam- 
paign against  the  hostile  Indian  towns.  Ge- 
neral M* Arthur  will  command  the  detach- 
ment. Every  officer  will  be  commissioned 
according  to  the  number  of  men  he  may 
bring  on  the  field,  agreeably  to  the  regulations 
of  the  United  States’  army  The  field  officers 
will  be  selected  at  the  principal  rendezvous, 
which  will  be  at  Urbanna,  on  the  20th  day 
of  September,  (1814.)  It  is  expected  that  the 
pay  will  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  United 
States’  rangers  ; that  the  men  will  have  cre- 
dit for  a tour  of  duty  ; that  all  horses  una- 
voidably lost  in  the  service,  will  be  paic^for 
b}7  government.  The  order  from  the  secreta- 
ry of  war  as  to  the  arrangements  for  pay, 
subsistence,  credit  for  a tour  of  duty  and  pay 
for  all  horses  unavoidably  lost,  is  daily  ex- 
pected by  the  adjutant  general  at  Chilicothe, 
and  will  be  published  as  soon  as  received. 

Hopes  arc  confidently  entertained  that  this 
reasonable  and  timely  requisition  of  the  pre- 
sident will  not  be  made  in  vain,  when  it  is  in 
defence  of  our  frontiers,  against  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  inveterate  and  implacable  sava- 
ges, who  have  so  long  and  so  wantonly  imbru- 
ed their  hands  in  the  blood  of  our  citizens. 
If  this  call  had  been  promptly  obeyed,  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  strength 
of  the  detachment  will  be  such  as  to  put  a, 
final  period  to  hostilities  in  this  quarter. 

Yes,  my  countrymen ! if  you  manifest  that 
noble  spirit  which  your  causp  inspires,  you 
may  henceforth  repose  in  safety.  The  infant 
in  the  cradle  will  no  more  be  awakened  by 
the  savage  yell,  nor  the  forest  be  lighted  by 
the  midnight  blaze  of  your  dwellings ! The 
heroic  examples  of  the  brave  and  patriotic 
volunteers  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  under 
Shelby  and  Jackson,  are  before  you  ; that 
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you  may  imitate  their  valor  and  be  crowned 
With  their  success,  is  the  ardent  desire  and 
ponfident  expectation  of  your  friend  and  hum- 
ble servant, 

OTHINIEL  LOOCER, 

Acting  governor  of  the  state  of  Ohio , 
Head  Quarters,  Chilicothe , Sept,  17,  1814. 
Circumstances  beyond  my  control,  some  of 
which  it  would  be  improper  at  this  time  to 
pommunicate,  impose  on  me  the  painful  duty 
pf  announcing  that  the  mounted  expedition, 
proposed  to  be  carried  on,  by  order  of  the  presi- 
dent, against  the  hos-ilpindians,  is  abandoned. 
The  information  which  was  solicited  from  the 
war  department,  in  relation  to  the  pay,  credit 
for  a tour  pf  duty,  &,c.  allowed  to  those  who 
might  serve  on  the  expedition  has  not  been 
received, 

To  those  patriotic  citizens  who  have  volun- 
teered their  services  on  the  present  occasion, 
I tender,  on  the  part  of  the  government,  my 
sincere  thanks— their  zeal  is  worthy  of  the 
just  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged:  they  will 
consider  themselves,  together  with  such  mi- 
litia cavalry  as  may  have  been  detached  for 
the  expedition,  honorably  dismissed- -the  pre- 
parations and  arrangements  ordered  with  a 
yiew  to  the  prosecution  of  the  expedition  will 
therefore  cease. 

Ail  quarter-masters  and  contractors  are 
hereby  directed  to  furnish  forage  and  rations 
to  the  troops  on  the  return  to  their  respective 
homes  DUNCAN  M‘ARTHUR, 

Brig.  gen.  XI.  S.  army  com.  8th  military  district. 

War  department,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  office’ 
"Washington,  August  J 2,  1814. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

For  the  government  of  those  who  have  claims  for  pay 
and  bounty,  huff  pay , pensions  and  bounty  land,  nn- 
' der  the  acts  of  congress,  relative  to  the  existing 
military  establishment  of  the  United  States. 

1ST.— PAY  AND  BOUNTY. 

Those  persons  who  have  claims  for  pay  and 
bounty,  as  the  legal  representatives  of  such 
non  commissioned  officers,  artificers,  musi- 
cians and  privates,  as  die  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  must  make  application  to 
the  paymaster-general  of  the  army,  or  to  his 
sub  paymasters,  who  act  as  his  agents.  All 
balances  of  pay  and  bounty,  at  the  time  of 
the  decease  of  such  non  commissioned  officer, 
&cc.  will  be  paid  by  the  paymaster-general,  or 
his  sub  paymasters,  to  the  widow,  child,  or 
legal  representative  of  the  deceased,  who  must 
prpduce  written  and  legal  evidence  of  his  or 
her  authority  to  demand  and  receipt  for  the 
same.  When  administration  is  granted  to  a 
creditor,  solely  as  a creditor,  no  more  will  be 
paid  than  is  barely  sufficient  to  cover  his 
claim,  and  the  balance,  if  any,  will  be  reserv- 
ed for  the  benefit  of  the  kindred  or  relations 
pf  the  deceased.  Affidavits  of  respectable 
• persons,  knowing  the  legality  of'  the  repre- 
sentatives of  a deceased  soldier,  Will  be  suffi- 
cient evidence  to  be  produced,  provided  tfie 


deceased  died  a minor,  unmarried,  and  no  ad- 
ministration has  been  granted  on  the  estate. 
If  any  person  administers  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  the  balance  due,  a copy  of  the  letters 
of  administration  must  be  produced.  Should 
the  deceased  leave  a widow,  and  no  adminis- 
tration has  been  granted  on  the  estate,  the  ba- 
lance will  be  paid  to  her,  on  her  producing 
satisfactory  evidence  that  she  was  his  wife  at 
the  time  he  died. 

2d. — IIALF-PAY  PENSIONS  TO  WIDOWS  AND 
ORPHANS. 

Widows  and  orphans  who  have  claims 
to  five  years  half-pay  according  to  an  act 
of  congress,  must  establish  the  following 
facts,  before  they  can  receive  the  above  pen- 
sion:— ist.  The  date  of  the  decease  of  the  of- 
ficer or  soldier,  upder  whom  they  claim:  this 
fact  may  be  established  by  the  records  of  the 
war  department,  by  the  proper  rolls  of  the 
army,  by  the  testimony  of  military  officers,  or 
by  that  of  other  respectable  persons.  2d.  The 
legality  of  the  marriage,  the  name  of  the  wi- 
dow, the  names  and  number  of  the  children, 
under  sixteen  years  of  age,  at  the  father’s  de* 
cease,  and  the  county,  state  or  territory,  in 
which  she  and  they  reside.  3d.  That  the 
widow,  at  the  time  of  allowing  this  half-pay, 
was  npt  married ; she  must  also  repeat  that 
she  ip  not  married,  at  the  time  of  receiving 
EACH  payment,  and  establish  the  fact  by  the 
testimony  of  respectable  persons  knowing  the 
case;  as,  in  the  event  of  marriage,  the  half-pay 
reverts  tp  such  of  her  children  as  are  under 
sixteen  years  of  age.  In  cases  of  orphans  on- 
guardians  will  act  for  them,  establish 
thpir  claims  as  above,  and  receive  their  pen- 
sions All  these  evidences  must  be  produced 
to,  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  paymaster- 
general  pf  the  army;  and  orders  will  be  issu- 
ed to  the  several  district  paymasters  to  pay 
the  pensions  on  the  spot  where  it  falls  due. 

3d. — BOUNTY  LANDS. 

Claims  for  bounty  land  must  be  substantiat- 
ed; and  this  must  be  done  by  the  regular 

DISCHARGE  of  the  ORIGINAL  CLAIMANT,  from 

the  public  service,  the  best  voucher  that  can 
be  produced.  Certificates,  from  the  pay  office, 
should  be  carefully  preserved,  as  indexes  to 
the  records  of  the  original  right.  If  tfie 
original  claimant  does  not  personally  apply 
for  his  land  warrant,  he  must  prove  his  iden- 
tity before  a magistrate,  by  his  own  affidavit, 
and  the  affidavits  of  two  witnesses,  whose  cre- 
dibility the  said  magistrate  will  certify; 
and  must  execute  a power  of  attorney  to  who- 
ever applies  for  the  warrant  in  his  behalf; 
the  quality  and  signature  of  the  magistrate; 
before  whom  the  said  affidavits  are  made,  or 
the  power  of  attorney  is  acknowledged,  must 
be  attested  by  the  signature  and  seal  of  the 
county  clerk,  or  other  equivalent  authority  of 
the  district  in  which  he  resides. 

The  power  of  attorney,  to  authorize  the 
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delivery  of  aland  warrant,  may  be  dispensed  you,  than  any  you  have  witnessed  since  the 
with,  in  case  a member  of  congress,  while  the  settlement  of  the  country.  Two  hostile  armies, 
body  is  actually  in  session,  will  call  at  the  of  nearly  equal  force,  not  a mile  distant  from 
war  department,  and  sign  a receipt  for  it  upon  leach  other,  obstinately  contending  for  mas- 
the  record.  In  this  case,  a letter  or  order,  in  \ tery,  which  a few  days  must  necessarily  decide, 
his  favor,  from  the  person  who  has  the  right  It  is  perhaps  impossible  for  either,  certainly 
to  receive  the  warrant,  addressed  to  the  secre-  so  for  ours,  to  retreat  without  total  ruin  and 
tary  of  war,  will  be  deemed  sufficient  autho-  j defeat.  In  these  two  armies  arc  concentrated 
rity  for  its  delivery.  all  the  disposable  military  force  and  all  the 

If  the  original  claimant  be  dead,  andjarms  and  munitions  of  war  of  the  province  of 
an  heir  applies  in  his  right,  he  must  produce  I Upper  Canada,  and  of  the  western  parts  of 
legal  certificates  from  competent  authority,  | New- York;  and  on  the  result  of  the  contest, 
to  prove  that  he  is  a legitimate  heir  by  which  must  shortly  ensue,  will  depend  the 
law  ; in  which  case,  although  there  may  be  I fate  of  these  counties  respectively.  Should  the 
other  heirs  existing,  a warrant  will  be  issued! enemy  succeed,  there  is  nothin^  on  this  side 
in  that  name,  adding  thereto,  “and  other! of  Utica,  that  can  resist  his  force  or  escape 
heirs  at  law  of  &c.  &cc.  j his  ravages.  In  the  late  attack  on  Erie,  so 

A land  warrant  will  not  be  issued  to  an  J gloriously  repulsed,  he  had  400  savages  in 


executor  or  administrator 

All  claimants  for  bounty  lands  must  make 
application  to  the  war  department 

JNO  R.  BELL. 

Assistant  inspector  general. 
Further  call  on  the  Western  Militia,  from  a 
New-  York  paper  of  Aug.  29,  1814. 


sight  of  our  entrenchments,  ready  to  leap  in 
the  moment  the  scales  of  victory  should  in- 
cline to  his  side,  and  complete  "the  work  of 
destruction;  and  this  same  scourge  will  follow' 
him  through  the  country,  the  instant  that 
army,  its  only  barrier,  shall  be  broken  down. 

The  enemy  are  not  asleep,  nor  do  they  look. 


The  governor,  by  his  general  orders  of  the  with  indifference  to  those  who  are  fighting 

22d  inst.  has  made  a requisition  on  major-ge  hnttW  — u - *-> 

neral  Hall  for  3000  men  of  his  division,  to- 


gether with  the  companies  of  grenadiers,  ri- 
flemen and  light  infantry  of  the  counties  of 
Cayuga  and  Seneca,  and  the  artillery  compa- 
nies in  Auburn  and  Gennessee,  in  addition  to 
the  1000  previously  required  by  gen.  Brown, 
to  rendezvous  at  Williamsville,  in  the  county 
of  Niagara,  on  the  1 st  day  of  September,  to 
be  commanded  by  general  Peter  B.  Porter. 


their  battles  Phey  will  push  on  reinforce- 
ments as  fast  as  their  scanty  means  and  devas- 
tated country  will  permit."  Now  is  the  time 
for  us  to  act.  We  abound  with  men  and 
means,  and  by  a prompt  and  cheerful  complb 
ance  with  the  order  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  and  by  that  means  only,  we  can  effect 
a certain  and  easy  conquest,  and  give  perma- 
nent security  to  our  settlements. 

If  the  face  of  the  gallant  little  army,  which. 


The  following  field  officers  are  assigned  to  this  for  six  weeks  past,  has  been  wading;  throuel 


detachment : Lieut,  cols  Hugh  G.  Dobbin, 


fields  of  blood  for  your  security,  composed, 


George  W.  Fleming,  Peter  Allen,  Caleb  too,  ip  part,  of  your  pwn  immediate  neigh- 
Hopkins,  and  James  M‘Burney  ; and  majors; hors  and  friends,  cannot  move  you  to  action 
Thomas  Lee,  jun  Daniel  Cruger,  Eranthus  j I admonish  you  to  recollect,  that  on  the  sup- 

Everts,  Wilson.  The  residue  of  the! port, the  immediate  and  vigorous  support  of 

field  and  staff  officers  to  be  assigned  by  gen.  this  army,  depends  your  own  security.  That 
Porter.  army  destroyed,  and  your  fruitful  fields,  your 

“ The  Niagara  frontier,  (says  his  excellen- j stately  edifices,  and  your  fair  possessions  are 

‘ laid  waste.  Y our  women  and  children  will  feel 
the  weight  of  the  tomahawk.  Nay  even  liber- 
ty itself,  without  which  these  blessings  are  of 
no  estimation  in  a patriot’s  heart,  will  fly 
from  a country  so  unworthy  of  her  protection. 
At  the  request  of  tfye  commanding  officer, 
I came,  to  this  place  (where  I unexpectedly 
met  the  prder  of  his  excellency)  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  volunteer  aid,  hoping  that 
I might  have  some  little  influence  in  awaken- 
jing  our  young  men  to  a sense  of  the  country’s 


cy,  in  this  order,)  presents  a scene  wffiich 
must  necessarily  rouse  the  feelings  of  Ameri  - 
cans and  urge  them  to  the  relief  of  their  coun- 
trymen. On  one  side  of  the  river  an  impor 
tant  American  post  in  possession  of  the  ene 
my— on  the  other,  fort  Erie  occupied  by  the 
American  army.  The  latter  pressed  by  su- 
perior force  without  the  power  of  retreating.” 

General  Porter's  address  to  the  militia  of  the  -western 
counties  of  Neiv-York. 

The  commander  in  chief  has  ordered  out  a 


portion  of  the  militia  to  the  western  frontier,  danger  and  their  own  honor.  But  what  can 
and  thought  proper  to  place  th«n  under  my  I expect  to  effect  with  those  whose  ardor  can- 
command.  You  will  indulge  me,  because  I am! not  be  aroused  by  the  eloquence  ofthecan- 


probably  better  acquainted  with  the  state  of 
things  to  the  west  than  most  of  you,  to  make 
a few  remarks  on  the  subject  of  this  call. 

The  Niagara  frontier,  at  t^iis  moment,  pre- 
sent a scene  infinitely  mpre  interesting  to 


non  with  which  the  Niagara  is  continually  re- 
sounding? Those,  however,  who  may  choose, 
to  volunteer  will  be  received  as  part  of  the 
detachment  ordered  by  the  commander  in 
chief,  and  shall  return  immediately  to  Eric, 
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proud  to  share  the  destinies  of  its  brave  de- 
fenders, whatever  they  may  be.  But  I do 
not  return  without  hopes  of  soon  meeting  at 
the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous,  such  of 
you,  at  least,  as  the  constituted  authorities  of 
the  country  have  called  on  for  support. 

P.  B.  PORTER,  brig.  gen.. 

Canandaigua , Aug.  2 1,1814. 

To  gen.  Peter  B.  Porter.— ’From  the 
Buffalo  Gazette.  Sir — Six  months  have 

now  transpired,  since  we  left  our  farms,  our 
mercantile  and  manufacturing  shops,  in  the 
patriotic  state  of  Pennsylvania,  with,  as  we 
fondly  hope,  a proper  spirit  to  learn  the  art 
of  war,  and  mutually  avenge  the  wrongs  of  an 
injured  country;  and,  as  the  character  of  the 
state  we  represent,  as  soldiers,  as  well  as  a 
corps  of  our  meritorious  fellpw  citizens,  that 
preceded  us  in  the  year  lb  12,  for  the  support 
of  our  country’s  honor,  has  suffered  beyond 
the  measure  of  patient  endurance,  by  the  mere 
trifling  of  a vain  blusterer — our  preponderat- 
ing wish  was,  that  when  arrayed  for  battle, 
we  might  be  le.d  by  a general,  in  whom  we 
could  unequivocally  repose  our  confidence. 

Sir,  disclaiming,  as  we  do,  the  spirit  of  sy- 
cophancy, we  cannot,  on  this  occasion,  consis- 
tently with  our  feelings,  leave  this  frontier, 
without  preferring  to  you  an  expression  of  our 
mutual  gratification  in  being  introduced  tq 
you  as  our  leader. 

We  have  seen  you  at  Chippawa  and  at 
Bridgewater,  and  have  participated  with  you 
m the  toils  and  cares  of  barricading  and  de- 
fending this  fort  for  weeks.  We  have  seen 
you  active  in  devising  means  for  drenching 
pur  bastions  and  abbattees  with  the  blood  of 
European  mercenaries,  filling  the  surround 
ing  entrenchments,  and  adorning  the  waters 
of  the  Niagara  with  hundreds  of  their  breath- 
less corpses,  without  any  loss  to  our  country 
pf  a greater  magnitude  than  to  excite  the  sym- 
pathetic tear  of  a dozen  affectionate  mothers, 
wives  or  sisters. 

In  all  these  scenes  we  are  proud  to  say,  that 
we  were  animated  by  the  presence  of  our  gene- 
ral, and  fully  impressed  with  the  idea  that 
he  performed  his  duty  as  a soldier  and  patriot. 

Accept,  sir,  our  mutual  thanks  for  your 
kind  and  generous  treatment,  and  our  best 
wishes  for  your  lasting  prosperity  in  your 
country’s  cause. 

Signed,  in  behalf  of  ourselves  and  our  breth 
ren  in  arms,  from  Pennsylvania. 

JAMES  WOOD,  major. 

EB.  WILSON,  jun.  maj.from 
N.  Y.  volunteers,  and  20  other  officers. 

Fort  Erie,  Aug.  24,  1814. 

Ammunition  for  the  belly. — One  of  the 
most  celebrated  captains  of  the  17tli  century 
being  asked,  what  he  believed  to  be  the  first 
duty  of  a general — replied,' “to  provide  ammu- 
nition for  the  belly.” 


The  maxim  is  universal,  and  ought  to  en- 
gage the  first  care  of  statesmen  as  well  as 
generals. 

The  maxims  of  this  great  man,  the  cele- 
brated Montecuculi , are  studied  by  military 
men. 

One  of  those  maxjms  was — “that  every 
“thing  which  is  not  impracticable  for  an  ene- 
“my  to  execute,  ought  to  be  considered  pro- 
vable.” 

If  we  apply  it  to  the  situation  in  which  we 
stand  at  this  moment,  it  would  be  practicable 
for  the  enemy  to  enter  the  Delaware,  and  to 
make  a landing  somewhere — we  should  there- 
fore believe  that  he  probably  will  do  so — and 
we  ought  to  be  prepared — for  what?  “To 
let  him  approach  within  100,50,40  or  20 
miles  of  us?”  No.  What  then? 

We  should  be  prepared  to  meet  him  on  the 
water's  edge,  wherever  he  may  attempt  to 
land,  and  then — whjatthen?  “Let  him  move 
up  to  your  suburbs — unreconnoitred — unbar- 
rassed — unannoyed— and  then  suffered  to  per- 
form such  exploits  here  as  at  W ashington— 
and  after  remaining  two  days  unopposed,  re- 
tire unmolested  to  plunder  and  disgrace  sotne 
less  populous  town” 

Such  in  their  operation  would  be  the  coun- 
sels of  shallow  and  feeble  minds 
What  must  we  then  do? 

Do!  Why,  provide  ammunition  for  the  belly. 
“What  then — we  cannot  eat  the  enemy,” 
says  some  croaker. 

W by,  when  you  have  subsistence,  you  may 
invite  men  to  camps,  and  then  you  may  arm 
and  (if  you  have  time)  discipline  them — 
What  discipline? 

To  the  habits  of  obedience  and  command 
— to  bear  the  fatigues  and  unavoidable  priva- 
tions of  camps — abandon  political  disputes 
and  all  the  hateful  passions  of  faction — and 
unite  to  save  all  that  is  worth  disputing  about, 
from  the  force  and  vengeance  of  a barbarous 
enemy. 

If  the  enemy  comes’ — do  not  give  him  battle 
with  raw  troops  in  a thin  single  lipe,  which 
if  once  penetrated,  want  of  discipline  would 
disable  you  from  uniting,  or  redisposing  your 
disunited  parts  to  assail  him. 

Meet  him  in  small  detachments — powerful- 
ly sustained — upon  which  your  small  bodies 
can  retreat,  when  fatigued,  and  have  successive 
small  detachments  to  keep  Up  the  warfare. 
Attack  his  flanks — 

Attack  the  whole  length  of  his  columns 
with  an  oblique  fire — 

Throw  a strong  body  in  his  rear,  and  cut 
off  his  communication  with  his  ships — 

Drive  all  your  horses  and  cattle  beyond 
your  own  camp — 

Do  not  leave  him  any  part  of  your  country 
to  subsist  upon — burn  and  destroy,  rather 
than  he  should  gain  an  hour’s  undisturbed 
1 subsistence  on  ysur  soil 
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The  invasion  of  your  soil  supercedes  all 
other  law  than  that  of  self  preservation. 

Seize  upon  and  execute  every  man 
gives  the  enemy  aid  or  coinfort 


Head- Quarters,  Vergennes , AVt>.  28,  1814. 
Major-general  Strong  announces  to  the  mi 
who  Utia  of  the  3d  division  of  the  stale  of  V ermont, 
ithat  he  is  again  appointed  to  their  command. 


He  who  feeds  or  abets  the  enemy— mur-  ) is  sensible  that  it  is  no  ordinary  compli 

ders  your  kindred  and  your  children— Drum- 1 ment,  to  be  thought  worthy  to  command  such 
mond  has  told  the  British  not  to  be  sparing  i men  as  compose  his  division.  I heir  zeal 


of  the  bayonet 


rage  and  patriotism,  so  conspicuously  mani- 


Retaliate— let  not  a man  of  them  return  to  Rested  on  a late  memorable  occasion,  ha 


s given 


tell  the  story  of  their  temerity 


them  a proud  name;  which  it  will  be  his  high 


Provide  magazines  in  time  to  feed  those) ambition,  on  similar  emergencies  and  at  all 
who  fight  for  the  general  safety — who  expose)  times  to  assist  to  perpetuate, 
themselves  to  the  merciless  enemy — that your!  By  the  proclamation  of  his  excellency  the 

generations  may  live  in  happiness  andliberty  | commander  in  chief  of  the  9th  of  September 
Unite — co  operate-  -ervou  perish.  [ Aurora • last,  announci 


themselves  to  the  merciless  enemy — that  your 
in  happiness 
•cryou  perish.  [ 

Head- Quarters,  4th  d\f Hilary  District , 

Philadelphia,  December  24,  1814. 
General  orders. — The  Pennsylvania  and 


ng  the  threatened  invasion  of 
our  territory,  this  livision  is  ordered  to  be  in 
constant  readiness  for  the  field.  To  comply 
with  this  order  with  .effect  for  our  country  or 
vTENEKALu^tv0;— ‘"“‘^7™--“Hh0n0pt0  ourselves,  it  is  necessary  to  be  pre 
J,ew  Jersey  militia  in  the  service  of  the  Uni-,  The  comrnandcrs  0f  brigades.  , edi- 

ted States  withm  the  4th  military  fa^t|mente  and  companies,  will  therefore  take  the 
(excepting  the  brigades  under  the  | precaution  that  the  requisilion  of  the  seveval 

of  brigadier-generals  Cadwalader  znd  Snyder  , rcgu!ating  tlie  complied  with; 

and  four  companies  of  brigadier-general  ^ ° 1 


met 


which  they  will  be  held  individually 


a brigade)  are  to  be  mustered  and  in- 1 ible.  Quarter-masters  of 

j-Q  ] ^L\V ^ cHlU.  r* 1 ***  VCTPY I I . L . 


re- 


speeted  accordin 
forthwith. 


discharged 


regiments  arc, 


Major-general  Gaines  being  ordered  to 


Louisiana,  the  command  of  the  4th  military 
district,  will,  for  the  present,  devolve  on  bri-j 
gadier-general  Cadzcalade r,  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania militia,  who  will  report  direct  to  the 
war  department. 

Colonel  Irvine , being  the  senior  officer 
the  United  States’  army  within  the  district, 
will  take  post  at  this  city,  and  have  the  com- 
mand of  the  regular  troops,  reporting  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  district. 

The  major-general  in  taking  leave  of  the| 


in  particular,  directed  to  examine  and  make 
report  as  to  the  requisite  supply  of  ammuni- 
tion in  the  several  towns. 

If  an  additional  excitement  is  necessary  to 
induce  every  man  to  do  his  duty — let  him  re- 
flect upon  the  late  invasion  of  our  northern 
frontier— when,  without  distinction  of  party* 
the  old  and  inflrm,  vied  with  the  young,  in  the 
0 ! glorious  cause  of  defending  the  soil  of  freedom . 
That  soil  is  sacred,  consecrated  by  the  blood 
of  our  fathers,  let  it  become  the  tomb  of  their 
sons  sooner  than  be  polluted  by  the  footsteps 
of  the  invaders  of  our  country. 


v ...  I have  thought  fit  and  do  hereby  appoint- 

gallant  and  aspiring  troops  lie  has  had  the;  ^0bert  B.  Rates,  esquire,  of  Middleburv,  and 
honor  to  command,  begs  they  will  accept  his  . Warren  Loomis,  esquire,  of  Burlington,  mv. 
best  thanks  for  the  persevering  zeal,  and  dis- 1 aids-de-camp.  All  officers  and  soldiers  to  take 
ciplined  steadiness  with  which  they  have  per-  } notice  and  govern  themselves  accordingly. 


formed  their  various  duties,  and  maintained) 
amidst  many  privations,  the  proud  pre-emi-i 
nence  of  American  patriots  and  warriors.  To 
possess  the  confidence  and  friendship  of  such 
men — to  meet,  with  them,  the  invading  foe — 
to  defend,  with  them,  the  soil  once  stained 
and  consecrated  by  the  blood  of  our  forefa- 
thers, the  general  would  always  consider  to  be 
an  honor  to  the  highest  grade.  He  bids  them 
an  affectionate  farewell. 

(Signed)  EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 

Major-gen.  commanding. 

Chs.  J.  A ourse , asst.  adj.  yen.  U.  S.  army. 

Major-general  Strong , of  the  Vermont  mi- 
litia, who  acquitted  himself  §o  handsomely 
when  sir  George  Prcvost  invaded  New-York 
and  attacked  Plattsburg  in  September  last, 
has  been  re-appointed  to  the  command  by  the 
unanimoiis  vote  of  the  legislature  On  which 


SAMUEL  STRONG, 

Major-general  3d  division  of  the  militia 
of  the  state  of  Vermont. 

The  Stranger. — Boston , Sept.  29.  The 
following  is  the  principal  part  of  the  cargo  of 
the  valuable  ship  Stranger,  a prize  to  the  Fox. 
privateer,  whose  arrival  was  announced  in  our 
last,  and  now  ordered  for  sale  by  the  mar 
shal  on  the  14th  October — viz. 

66  iron  guns,  24  pounders  on  Congreve's 
principles,  with  the  carriages.axlctrees,  trucks, 
beds,  quoins,  blocks  for  tackles,  hooks,  thin, 
hies,  scraps,  cordage  for  breeching,  takle  fall*-,, 
and  indeed  every  essential  and  minute  requi- 
site for  placing  them  onboard  a vessel  of  war 
in  readiness  for  actual  service 

Also — The  following  munitions  of  war: 
Articles  of  copper,  powder  measures,  tun- 
nels, shovels,  ladles,  hoops,  can  hooks,  adzes, 


occasion  he  issued  the  following  general  orders: • drivers,,  vices,  slippers  for  magazines,  snuffer* 
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powder  horns,  priming  wires,  vent  bitts,  iire- 
locks,  locks,  cartoucb  boxes  with  and  without 
belts  and  frogs,  wad  hooks,  sponges  with  and 
without  staffs,  and  ropes,  combs  for  sponges, 
tompions,  gunner’s  crows,  mallets,  steel  pur- 
chase chissels,  painted  caps  for  sponges,  budge 
brails,  magazine  brooms,  match  rope,  musco- 
vy,  dark  and  tin  lanthorns,  hand  screws,  brass 
locks  for  cannon  from  32  to  9 pounders*  lead 
aprons  and  lead  eorans  for  the  locks  of  can- 
non, long  match,  ladle  hooks,  linch  pins,  20d, 
lOd,  6d  nails,  quill  tubes,  padlocks,  tallow, 
whiting,  emery,  burnishers*  sweet  oil,  pole 
axes,  machine  and  machine  spikes*  twine,  wad 
guages,  junk,  pails  with  iron  hoops,  thread, 
worsted,  cutting  knives, scissors,  needles, forge 
tongs,  pincers,  nipping  rods  for  muskets  and 
pistols,  muskets  with  bayonets  and  scabbards, 
musquetons,  pistols  with  ribs,  signal  rockets, 
port- tires,  blue  lights!  slings  for  muskets,  mus- 
ket and  pistol  cartridge  boxes,  flints*  cartridge 
and  fine  paper,  flannel  cartridges,  swords  with 
scabbards,  belts  for  do.  pikes,  drums,  round 
and  grape  21  pound  3hot,  leaden  musket  and 
pistol  balls,  moulding  ladles  for  leaden  balls, 
forms  for  lead  and  cartridges. 

Armouror's  tools.  Vicc>s,  Wrenches  slakes, 
hammers,  punches,  cold  chissels,  iron  brakes, 
square  bitts,  screw  plates,  sett  of  drills,-  files 
of  various  kinds,  lbck  tools,  turn  screws,  &c. 

Also—  The  following  clothing,  shipped  for 
the  use  of  the  minors  and  sappers,  such  as  ser- 
geants, corporals,  musicians,  drummers  and 
private's  coats,  jackets,  trowsers,  shirts,  draw- 
ers, stockings,  shoes,  guatres,  hats,  caps 
plumes,  feathers,  &c.&c<  together  with  a va- 
riety of  other  articles. 

The  above  articles  were  designated  by  the 
enemy  for  his  vessels  of  war  building  at  King- 
ston. 

Sensible  compliment.  The  people  of 
the  towns  of  Bature,  Bethany  and  Alexan- 
der, near  the  Niagara  frontier,  on  the  26th 
September,  1714,  sent  general  Gaines  a polite 
note,  accompanied  with  a handsome  subscrip- 
tion 100  and  upwards)  for  furnishing  the 
soldiers  of  fort  Erie  with  vegetables,  and  al- 
so 300  bushels  of  potatoes,  and  other  articles 
of  which  the  were  greatly  in  want — for  which 
they  received  the  hearty  thanks  of  the  gene- 
ral; who  in  his  reply,  observes — “The  sol- 
diers of  Erie  and  Niagara  will  gladly  seize 
upon  every  occasion  so  prove  that  so  long  as 
they  have  health  and  strength,  the  citizens 
of  the  interior  may  repose  in  safety,  and  be 
assured  that  the  savage  monster,  who,  in  De- 
cember last,  commenced  among  the'  defence- 
less women  and  babes,  his  work  of  massacre 
and  conflagration,  shall  be  foiled  and  hum- 
bled.” 

The  blockade.  Extract  from  earl  Ba 
thurst's  letter  to  Sir  John  C.  Sherbrooke.  “I 
have  brought  under  the  consideration  of  hist 
majesty's  government,  the  memorial  of  the1 


merchants  of  Halifax,  in  which  they  repre- 
sent the  consequences  which  the  blockade  of 
the  American  ports  will  produce,  if  rigidly 
enforced  to  the  exclusion  of  vessels  bearing 
your  license,  and  have  only  to  express  my  re- 
gret that  a measure  which  operates  so  severe- 
ly against  the  enemy,  should,  in  any  degree 
affect  the  interests  of  his  majesty’s  subjects. 
But  at  the  same  time,  his  majesty’s  govern- 
ment do  not  feel  themselves  justified  in  autho- 
rising any  relaxation  of  the  measures  adopted 
by  Sir  A.  Cochrane,  which  will  have  the  ef- 
fect of  debarring  neutral  nations  from  a trade 
which  was  at  the  same  time  carried  on  by  one 
of  the  belligerents.” 

[The  above,  (observes  a Boston  paper,)  we 
understand,  is  a copy  of  a letter  received  at 
Halifax,  on  the  receipt  of  which  all  licensed 
boats  were  ordered  off  ] 

Captain  Manners.  From  ct  fate  London 
paper.  The  conduct  of  this  noble  hero,  during 
the  late  desperate  engagement  between  the 
Reindeer  and  Wasp,  in  which  he  gloriously 
fell,  is  the  theme  of  universal  praise.  After 
Having  part  of  the  cafves  of  his  legs  carried 
away  by  a ball,  he  received  another  through 
both  thighs,  which  made  him  sink  for  two  or 
three  minutes  on  his  knees,  but  no  entreaties 
could  prevail  on  him  to  go  below — and  reco- 
vering himself,  he  headed  the  boarders  with 
a full  determination  to  master  his  antagonist 
or  perish  in  the  attempt.  While  climbing 
into  the  rigging,  two  balls  from  the  Wasp's 
top  penetrated  the  top  of  his  skull,  and  came 
out  beneath  his  chin.  Placing  one  hand  oh 
his  forehead,  the  other  convulsively  brandish- 
ing his  sword,  he  exclaimed,  “My  God ! my 
God !”  and  dropped  lifeless  on  his  deck.  The 
Reindeer  was  surrendered  by  the  captain's 
clerk,  no  individual  of  a higher  degree  being 
in  a state  to  execute  the  melancholy  office.— - 
One  of  the  Reindeer’s  men  was  wounded  in 
the  head  by  a ramrod.  About  half  of  the 
ramrod  passed  through  his  temples,  and  re- 
mained stationary.  Before  it  could  be  extri- 
cated it  became  necessary  to  saw  it  off  close 
to  one  of  his  temples.  The  man  is  in  a fair 
way  of  doing  well  l 

Lawcasb  Albany , Oct.  10,  1814.  Atacir- 
cuit  court  now  sitting  in  this  city,  a cause 
came  on  to  trial  on  Saturday  last,  between 
a Mr.  James  M^onell  and  major-general 
Wade  Hampton.  The  prominent  facts  which 
appeared  on  trial,  we  understand  to  be  these. 
—That  while  our  army  at  the  north  was  un- 
der the  command  of  general  Hampton,'  last 
autumn,  Mr.  M'Conell,  who  is  a very  respec- 
table citizen,  learning  that  the  enemy  had  re- 
ceived some  considerable  reinforcements,  and 
that  an  attack  an  our  army  was  to  be  appre- 
hended, thought  it  his  duty  to  communicate 
this  to  the  general,  and  accordingly  called  at 
I his  quarters  for  that  purpose.  But  to  his 
'astonishment:,  instead  of  receiving,  the  tlSanksf 
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of  the  general,  he  was  told  with  the  most  via- which  attended  her  destruction,  they  aic, 
lent  imprecations,  that  his  information  was  moreover,  further  of  opinion,  that  the  conduct 
false,  he  was  a traitor,  and  should  be  hung  im  of  captain  Morris  during  the  approach  of  the 
mediately.  He  was  then  dragged  to  the  guard-  enemy,  and  in  the  destruction  of  the  United 
houseby  a body  of  soldiers,  confined  there  four  States’  ship  Adams,  reflects  on  him  the  high- 
or  five  days  without  being  permitted  to  write'  eat  credit.  The  court  adjourned  sine  die. 
or  speak  to  any  person,  except  in  the  presence1  “ISAAC  HULL,  President  of  the  court. 
of  the  officer  of  the  guard;  compelled  to  lay  “G.  W.  Prescott,  Judge  Advocate' 
on  the  damp  bare  ground;  to  subsist  upon  the  Loss  of  the  cutter  Eagle,  &.c. — From 
most  filthy  rations  that  were  dealt  out  to  the  a New  Haven  paper  of  October  17,  18 14. — On 
criminals  under  confinement,  and  in  momcn-  Monday  last  the  sloop  Susan,  captain  Miles, 
tary  expectation  of  being  led  out  to  execution,  of  this  port,  on  her  passage  from  New-  Y ork, 
The  general  then  called  together  some  of  his!  with  a very  valuable  cargo,  was  captuied  off 
officers  whom  he  thought  most  fitted  to  his  j Mill  river  by  a sloop  fitted  out  by  the  British 
purpose,  styled  them  a court-martial,  appeared  j frigate  Poirtone,  commanded  by  a lieutenant, 
as  the  accuser,  and  insisted  on  this  self-consti-  j with  from  forty  to  sixty  men,  armed  with 
tuted  military  tribunal  condemning  him  to! muskets,  with  an  18-pounder  and  two  -i’s 
death  for  treasonable  practices ! The  unfortu-  j The  packet,  though  armed,  was  surprised,  and 
Hate  man,  although  refused  the  means  of  em-  jmade  no  resistance.  This  occurrence  was  ob* 
ploying  counsel,  or  procuring  witnesses,  was . served  by  a sloop  which  had  just  passed  the 
discharged.  It  appearing  that  the  information  j Susan,  and  a passenger  was  immediate  lv  kuici- 
which  he  had  given  the  general  proved  to  be  ed  from  her,  who  came  express  to  this  plat  e 
true,  and  that  the  only  reason  for  this  proce-Jwith  the  information.  The  revenue  cutter 
dure  on  the  part  of  general  Hampton,  was  a;  Eagle,  captain  Lee,  immediately  picpcued  t\j 
private  pique  against  M‘Conell,  as  he  had  fre-  ;go  out  and  retake  the  Susan,  manned  by  her 
quently  said  he  meant  to  hang  him  if  he  could,  j own  crew  and  about  thirty  volunteers.' * who 
General  Hampton's  counsel  offered  nothing 'promptly  tendered  their  services  for  that 


in  evidence  to  contradict  these  facts,  or  any 
thing  to  mitigate  this  monstrous  outrage. 

His  honor  chief  justice  Thompson  presided 
at  his  trial,  and  gave  the  charge  to  the  jury, 


pose.  The  wind  being  light  and  unfavorable 
for  the  captors  to  get  off  with  their  booty,  it 
was  hoped  the  Eagle  would  be  able  to  cut 
them  off  before  they  could  pass  the  harbor. 


most  decidedly  condemning  all  usurpations  ofl  At  about  four  P.  M.  she  got  under  way,  toned 
military  power,  and  recommending,  under  a j out  of  the  harbor,  and  stood  (o  the  southward 
dispassionate  consideration  of  thecircumstan- [and  eastward,  the  wind  being  light  nil  night; 
6es,  such  a verdict  as  Would  deter  any  future  did  not  observe  the  sloop;  at  day -break  found 
attempt  to  make  the  liberties  of  the  citizen  [themselves  nearly  under  the  guns  of  a sloop  of 
dependent  on  the  arbitrary  will  of  a military  | war;  all  hands  were  immediately  called  t«y 
commander.  The  jury  retired  a few  minutes  J man  the  sweeps;  got  out  two  boats  ahead, 
and  returned  with  a verdict  for  the  plaintiff; ! with  a view  to  get  her  into  a creek  on  Long 
of  nine  thousand  dollars  damages.  j Island  shore,  there  being  no  port  of  safety 

Naval  court  of  enquiry. — At  a court  of!  which  she  could  reach.  Being  almost  calm. 
enquiry,  consisting  of  captain  Isaac  Hull  and ! the  brig  manned  several  barges  and  sent  them 
captain  John  Smith,  of  the  United  States’ jin  pursuit,  which  came  up  fast,  and  a firing 
navy,  at  the  navj^-yard  in  the  harbor  of  Ports- 1 commenced  between  them  and  the  cutter  at 
mouth,  N.  Ii.  to  investigate  the  conduct  of! about  7 A.  M.  Approaching  the  shore,  captain 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States’  ship!  Lee  learned  from  some  fishermen  who  had 
Adams,  commanded  by  captain  Charles  Mor-j  assembled  on  the  beach  that  he  could  not  on- 
ris,  and  the  causes  of  the  loss  of  that  ship  bv!  ter  the  creek,  there  not  being  sufficient  depth 
fire,  by  order  of  captain  Morris,  in  order,  as  of  water.  The  brig  drawing  near,  and  seeing 
was  alleged,  to  avoid  capture  by  the  enemy  at  I no  other  chance  of  escape,  the  cutter  was  laid 
Hamden,  in  the  district  of  Maine,  on  the  3d  on  shore,  under  a high  bluff 


of  September,  18 i4,  the  opinion  of  the  court 
upon  the  fact  found,  was,  by  order,  attached 
to  the  proceedings  transmitted  to  the  depart- 
ment, and  is  as  follows,  viz. 


Opinion.- 


high  bluff,  nearly  opposite 
Falkland  islands,  and  the  barges  coming  ujr 
she  commenced  a brisk  fire  on  them  with 
round  and  grape  shot,  which*  s'oon  obliged 
them  to  sheer  off.  Commenced  landing  the 


“The  court  having  attentive-!  guns,  ammunition,  sails,  fee.  and,  with  the  as-' 


ly  considered  the  testimony  of  the  case,  sistanee  of  the  people -on  shore, -were  enabled 
are  of  opinion,  that  captain  Morris,  the  offi-  j to  get  two  4 and  two  2-pounders  upon  ther 
cers  and  crew  of  the  late  ship  Adams,  have! bluff,  where  they  were  planted,  and  the  colors 
done  their  duty,  and  express  their  entire  ap- Inear  them,  with  a determination  not  to  -“gives- 
•probation  of  their  conduct  on  this  occasion:  up  the  ship.”  These,  With  the  musketry,  kept 
and  turther,  that  had  the  ship  not  have  been  j the  enemy  from  landing  or  tak  ing  possession 
destroyed  she  must  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  cutter,  though  several  attempts  were" 
of  the  enemy.  And,  from  the  circumstances  made  by  the  bargee,  whilst  the  brig  kept  up  * 

VOL.  VH.  Y 


}85  NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SUPPLEMENT  TO  VOL.  VII. 


l>eavy  cannonade,  taking  a distance  out  of  our 
reach,  and  hoping  to  drive  us  from  the  hill. 
Finding  their  efforts  unavailing,  they  com- 
menced firing  upon  the  cutter  to  destroy  her, 
at  the  same  time  keeping  up  their  fire  uponi 
the  hilt,  from  the  sloop  that  captured  the 
Susan  and  a barge,  taking  positions  so  as  to 
r.tke'on  every  quarter,  which  they  kept  up 
till  about  2 P.  M.  when  the  sloop  and  barge 
hauled  off,  and  the  firing  ceased.  In  a short 
time  the  sloop  resumed  her  station,  and  the 
firing  recommenced,  and  was  continued  till 
between  four  and  five  o’clock,  occasionally  re- 
turned from  the  hill,  when  the  sloop  hauled 
off  again,  and  about  sunset  stood  to  the  east- 
ward. Several  of  her  attempts  were  made  by 
the  barges  during  the  night  to  gain  the  cutter,  j 
but  the  vigorous  and  well-directed  fire  from 
the  hill  always  compelled  them  to  return,  the 
brig  kept  up  her  station  till  about  nine  o’clock 
the  next  morning,  when  she  got  under  way 
and  stood  off. 

During  thisr affair  several  acts  of  heroism 
were  displayed  worthy  tjie  intrepid  character 
of  our  seamen.  Having  expended  all  the  wad- 
ding of  the  d -pounders  on  the  hill  during  the 
warmest  of  the  firing,  several  of  the  crew  vo- 
lunteered and  went  on  board  the  cutler  to 
obtain  more.  At  this  moment  the  masts  were 
shot  away,  when  the  brave  volunteers  erected 
a flag  upon  her  stern:  this  was  soon  shot  away, 
but  was  immediately  replaced  by  a heroic  tar, 
amidst  the  cheers  of  his  undaunted  comrades, 
which  was  returned  bv  a whole  broadside 
from  the  enemy.  When  the  crew  of  the  cutter 
had  expended  all  their  large  shot  and  fixed 
ammunition,  they  tore  up  the  log-book  to 
make  cartridges  and  returned  the  enemy's 
small  shot  which  lodged  in  the  hill. 

The  cutter’s  force  was  only  six  guns — four 
4-p.ounders  and  two  2’s,  with  plenty  of  mus- 
kets and  about  fifty  men. 

The  enemy  being  gone,  and  provisions,  &c. 
being  scarce,  the  volunteers  from  this  city  left 
captain  Lee  and  biscrew,  and  arrived  hereon 
Thursday  evening,  in  a sloop  from  Long 
Island.  Captain  John  Davis  was  slightly 
wounded  in  the  knee  from  a stone  impelled  by 
a 32  pound  shot  which  struck  near  him. 

Killed — 1 calf, \ by  a 32-pound  shot,  which 
was  picked  up  on  a field  nearly  a mile  distant. 
Tnough  we  do  by  no  means  despise  the  prow- 
ess of  the  enemy,  we  would  observe  that  the 
brig  which  achieved  this  notable  exploit  is  the 
same  that  killed  a kog  and  ahorse  at  Stoning- 
ton — the  Dispateh.  She  fired  nearly  300  shot. 

We  have  since  learned  that  captain  Lee 
succeeded  in  getting  off  the  cutter,  and  was 
about  to  remove  her  to  a place  of  safety,  when 
the  enemy  returned  and  took  possession  of  her. 
She  was  greatly  injured,  but  it  is  expected  the 
enetnv  will  be  able  to  refit  her  to  annoy  us  in 
the  Sound. 

The  Susan  was  taken  down  to  the  enemy’s 


squadron,  where  she  has  been  ransomed,  aritf 
a flag  went  off  yesterday  with  the  ransom 
money.  The  passengers  on  board  her  were 
treated  with  great  politeness,  paroled  and 
i released. 

Honorable  tribute. — The  following  ad- 
dress, which  we  find  in  the  Piattsburg  Repub- 
lican, of  December  24,  signed  by'all  the  hos- 
tages who  had  returned  from  captivity,  merits 
remembrance; 

TO  MAJOR  VA>'DKRVKNTF.R. 

Plailsburg , December  23,  1814. 

Sir — We,  the  undersigned,  American  off- 
cers  lately  confined  as  hostages  in  Canada, 
beg  leave  to  express  to  you  our  sincere  thanks, 
for  the  zealous  and  unremitting  exertions 
which  you  have  ever  made  to  ameliorate  the 
I condition  of  yotir  fellow  sufferers  in  capti  vi  ty. 
Emancipated  from  long  and  rigorous  impress- 
ment, and  once  more  restored  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  liberty,  the  American  officers  would 
be  wanting  in  duty,  did  they  fail  to  testify, 
both  to  you  and  to  their  country,  the  senti- 
ments of  gratitude  which  they  entertain  for 
your  benevolent  exertions  in  their  behalf. 
The  strenuous  and  successful  efforts  which 
you  as  senior  officer  have  made  to  clothe  and 
provide  with  adequate  cons  forts,  the  brave 
• oldiers  of  the  United  States,  sent  down  to 
Quebec,  naked  and  diseased,  and  the  noble 
and  disinterested  manner  in  which  you  sup- 
plied pecuniary  relief,  on  your  individual 
credit,  to  the  prisoners,  at  a time  when  the 
British  government  in  Canada  refused  to  ne- 
gociate  public  bills  for  that  purpose,  will  ever 

entitle  you  to  their  warmest  thanks.- 

Without  a public  agent  at  Quebec,  the  situa- 
tion of  the  prisoners  would  have  been  wretch- 
ed indeed,  but  for  your  timely  interference. 

About  to  be  separated  from  your  former 
companions,  be  assured,  sir,  that  you  carry 
with  you  the  respect  of  all  who  know  you,  and 
their  warmest  wishes  for  your  Welfare 

We  are  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient 
servants 

Liberality.— Fro???  a Salem  paper  of  Ja- 
nuary. 1815  -Captain  John  Grd)  ortaux,  of 
the  Prince  of  Neufcliatel,  on  her  late  eruizfc, 
has  (we  understand,  from  an  unquestionable 
source)  given  to  his  prisoners,  not  only  the 
3 or  400  dollars  mentioned  a lew  days  since, 
but  also  700  dollars  more.  We  also  have  the 
fact  from  first  rate  authority,  that  he  alone 
fired  a tout  port a nl  upwards  of  80  muskets  in 
the  engagement  off  Nantucket,  and  must  have 
killed  "or  wonnded  upwards  of  sixty  of  the 
enemy  himself. 

Captain  Ordronaux  was  the  gallant  com- 
mander of  the  little  privateer  Marengo  three 
rears  ago,  when  she  had  only  fifty-two  men, 
and  after  a desperate  engagement,  took  his 
Britannic  majesty's  brig  of  war  the  Pelican, 
who  had  then  one  hundred  and  thirty  men, 
and  about  $80,000  in  specie  on  board.  It  was 
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ie  engagement  took  place,  Decatur.  The  ship  carpenters  at  the  navy 
yard  in  Brooklyn,  ( N V.)  have  already  vo- 
mteered  upwards  of  1600  days  work  towards 
building  a new  frigate  for  commodore  Deca- 
tur. [A  few  days  after  the  capture  of  the 
President  was  known.] 

Chatham.  The  following  extract  from  a 
speech  of  the  g'  eat  lord  Chatham , delivered 


off  Jamaica  tha 
m a ca’m,  in  sight  of  all  the  men  of  war  in 

fh.it  phi -e.  ?vone  dared  to  send  their  barges 

after  him  be  a use  they  knew  his  name  was 
O:*  'i*ona  ,x  Tis  daring  enter  >r;ze  successful- 
ly led  him  to  ttaclc  and  vanquish  the  Pelican. 
He  ookon  board  her  specie  and  safely  brought 
it  to  New- York 


Mississippi  territory It  is  due  to  the  m the  British  parliament  on  American  affairs, 

talor  and  patriotism  of  the  citizens  of  this  being  nearly  one  of  his  last  in  that  body,  is 
territory,  though  scattered  over  a great  extent  i happily  revived  at  the  present  time: 
of  country,  and  surrounded  by  difficulties  from  I My  loros  -You  cannot  conquer  America, 
the  neighborhood  of  the  indian  nations,  to | You  may  swell  every  expense;  pile  and  accu- 
re.-ord,  that  they  emulated  the  high  and  glo-j  mulate  every  assistance  you  can  buy  or  bor- 
rious  examples  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  | row;  traffic  and  barter  with  every  little,  pitiful 
and  Sore  a portion  of  the  everlasting  nonor!  German  prince,  who  sells  his  subjects  to  the 
that  belongs  to  the  defenders  of  Orleans.  | shambles  of  a foreign  power,  your  efforts  are 
When  rolled  uoon  by  general  Jackson , they  vain  and  impotent;  doubly  so  from  the  mer- 


cenary aid  on  which  you  rely.  For  it  irri- 
tates to  an  incurable  resentment  the  minds  of 
your  enemies,  to  overrun  them  with  the  mer- 
cenary sons  of  rapine  and  plunder;  devoting 
them  and  their  possessions  to  the  ranacity  of 


hireling  cruelty!  If  I were  an  American, 


seize  ? their-  arms  with  the  alacrity  that  be- 
longs to  the  gallant  sons  of  the  west,  and 
marc  lied  freely  for  the  post  of  danger. 

Naval  character.  One  of  our  gallant 
thorough  bred  seamen,  an  officer  in  the  navy 
of  the  United  Stales,  being  asked  by  an  old 
sinno-  -vho  had  sheltered  himself  within  the  J-  sazo  Joreign  troops  remain  in  my 

enemy’s  lines  during  the  revolution,  “ zchat  country,  never  would  It ay  .aown  m y arms — 
his  volition  were?”  replied— --“to  drink  my  al-  NEVER  never,  n ever!!” 
lozoance  of  grog — to  chew  my  tobacco , and  Remember  C as  tine!] 
fight  for  the  republic — what's  yours?”  The  East  day.  On  the  day  of  the  late  public 
tory  was  silent.  | fast,  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Gazette  observ- 

Sometimes  ry  tire.  Cobbett,  while  hc’ed— "If  we  are  not  mistaken  this  is  the  day 


appointed  by  the  president  of  the  U.  Stales, 
to  be  observed  in  solemn  acts  of  fasting  and 
prayer,  and  humiliation.” 

On  which  the  editor  of  the  New  York  Co- 
\nd  if  the  Columbian 
is  not  mistaken,  certain  gentlemen  in  Connec- 
tient  were  punished  by  the  legislature  for  suf- 
fering labor  on  their  premises,  on  Mr.  Adams’s 
jfast  clay.  Mistakes  were  attended  by  more 


was  on  the  side  of  the  ministry,  expressly 
told  us  that  the  British  “sometimes”  employ- 
ed “fire”  to  cheek  our  manufactories.  Hence 
among  the  -^events  of  the  war,”  we  notice  the  J 
recent  destruction  bv  that  element  of  a cotton  lumbian  remarked, 
milk  &c.  near  Poughkcpsie,  N.  Y damage 
50,000  dollars,  and  of  another  at  BelviUe , 

N.  J.  damage  from  4<0  to  60,000.  [January 

i 815.  ] * 

Delaware.  The  legislature  of  this  little  j serious  consequences  then  they  are  now.” 
state,  with  one  eighteenth  of  all  the  power  of!  Andrew  Allen,  late  the  British  kings 
government  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  consul  at  Boston.  famous  for  the  impudence 
adjourn  d [January  1815  | without  proposing ' ''*s  c°pduct  after  war  was  declared,  in  ojs- 
or  enacting  any  thing  whatsoever  for  the  de-  Itributing  licenses  to  American  citizens,  “well 
fence  of  its  territory;  without  ever  passing  a j inclined  Pas  the  licenses  said , to  Ids  majesty's 
militia  law,  which  we  believe  that  stale  lias ; government,  it  is  stated  lias  been  rewarded 
not  or,  if  it  has,  is  so  defective  as  to  be  good  p01‘  4 services  in  America  by  a pension  ot 

for  nothino-.  * v 50007.  per  annum.  It  would  be  curious  to 

know  how  much  certain  of  his  late  associates 


Direct  tax.  'The  following  is  from  the 
New  Bedford  “Mercury!” of  the  2 fill  January,  j 


receive,  or  expect,  for  the  “aid  and  comfort  ’ 


- ..  7 . - I they  afforded  him. 

1 nis  town  is  famous  for  its  loyalty.  A.  T 

■'  i,  . f Humor. — Jr romt he  Baltimore  I ederal  Gc- 

‘On  lues-ay  last,  die  deputy  collector  of!  ,,  , A , rnnunmw.rstntw 


to  purchase,  the  whole  was  knocked  down  to 
Uncle  Sara*  Whether  Uncle  Sam  or  his 
agents  will  over  dare  attempt  to  take  passes 
sion  of  these purchases,  is  another  part  of  the 
business.  Mercury. 


■‘  U.  S.  or  Uncle  Sam— a cant  term  in  the  army  for 
the  United  States. 


■ petition— -and  wc  hope  that  they  will  not  he 
disappointed  in  that  expectation. 

A law  student  who  has  for  some  time  past 
been  attending  his  duty  as  a member  of  an 
artillery  company;  was  asked  a few  days  since 
what  books  lie  had  been  lately  reading,  an- 
swered, that  he  had  been  for  the  last;  two 
'months  been  engaged  studying  cannon  paw 
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British  goods.  A very  considerable 
quantity  of  British  (prize)  goods,  was  brought 
to  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  last  autumn.  The  i*ol- 
lowing  account  of  the  sale  will  be  regarded  as 
g,  curios  Hi/  a little  while  hence : 

Woolen,  cotton  and  silk  goods,  from  $6  to 
1 1 50  the  £.  sterling. 

Shoes  and  hats,  3 50  to  5 do. 

Rum,  2 35  « 2 80  ctsi  gall. 

Brandy,  (Naples)  2 30>  2 40  do.  do. 

Gin,  ” 1 30  a 2 35  do.  do. 

Hvson  tck,  2 14  a 2 15  lb. 

Raisins,  Muscatel, 9 a 9 25  box. 

Do.  Smyrna,  36  lb. 

Pepper,  20 do. 

British  appeal.  The  following  official 
fetter  from  capt.  Hayes.  was  sent  to  the  pri- 
soners on  board  the  3Iajestic , in  answer  to 
their  several  petitions  for  release:  [dated  in 
January  1815.] 

“i  have  examined  the  letters  sent  to  me  by 
the  Americans  now  on  board  the  Majestic, 
and  I lament  that  there  should  be  a necessity 
lor  detaining  as  prisoners  any  of  those  taken 
in  merchant  vessels;  but  to  your  own  govern- 
ment, Americans,  must  you  look  for  the 
cause  of  this  severe  measure;  and  all  I can  do 
for  you  is  to  send  your  communication  to  the 
admiral.  I do  not,  however,  see  now  you  can 
expect  to  return  to  your  wi\es  and  families, 
while  Mr  Madison  is  giving  a high  bounty 
for  every  Englishman  brought  into  an  Ame- 
rican port  of  the  very  same  description  with 
yourselves.  And  the  good  sense  of  tne  A me 
ricans,  I trust,  will  point  out  to  them  the  jus- 
tice of  our  present  conduct,  and  how  cruel 
it  would  bp  in  us  to  suffer  our  cqhntrymeri 
(taken  in  merchant  vessels)  to  be  carried  to 
Rn  American  prison,  without  endeavoring  by 
retaliation  to  put  a stop  to  it.  With  us  it  is 
not  a measure  of  revenge  for  the  injurious 
acts  of  the  American  government,  but  one  to 
obtain  the  release  of'our  suffering  country- 
men, of  whose  situation  you  can  pretty  well 
judge  by  what  yourselves  feel.  We  have  no 
satisfaction  in  the  increased  severities  of  the 
war,  and  it  is  to  your  own  government  you 
must  look  ifthev  are  continued. 

' JOHN  HAVES, 
Captain  of  the  Majestic. 

Rtoxington.  If  the  following  be  a fair 
abstract  of  sir  Thomas  Hardy's  report  of  the 
attack  upon  Stonington , we  are  sorry  for  it. 
It  is  as  false  and  as  uncandicl  a.  statement  as 
a ny  we  have  seen.  W e would  have  wished 
that  he.  might  have  told  the  truth.  It  is  from 
a late  London  paper 

“Vice-admiral  sir, Alexander  Cochrane  has 
transmitted  to  John  Wilson  Croker,  Esq.  a 
letter  from  rear  admiral  llotham,  inclosing 
one  from  capt.  sir  T Hardy,  of  his  majesty’s, 
ship  Ramilies,  dated  off  Stonington,  the  12th 
pf  August,  giving  .an  account  of  an  attack 
Upon  that  place  dry  the  said  ship,  with,  the 


Pactoius,  Despatch- brig,  and  Terrour  bomb. 
The  Despatch  of  the  9 th  of  August,  anchored 
within  pistol  shot  of  the  battery;  but  the  Pac- 
toius not  being  able  to  approach  the  shore 
near  enough  to  support  her,  the  brig  was  re- 
called, having  had  two  men  killed  and  twelve 
wounded.  On  the  1 1 th,  after  the  Terrour  hud 
thrown  in  some  shells  and  carcases  the  Kami- 
lies  and  Pactoius  anchored  as  near  as  the  shal- 
lowness of  the  water  would  allow,  and  fired 
several  broadsides  into  the  town,  from  which 
it  suffered  great  damage.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  fire  the  enemy  withdrew  the  guns 
from  the  battery  to  the  outside  of  the  town, 
where  they  had  assembled  3000  militia!!  The 
town  of  Stonington  had  been  conspicuous  in 
preparing  and  harbouring  torpedoes  and  giv- 
ing assistance  to  the  enemy’s  attempts  at  the 
destruction  of  his  majesty’s  ships  off  New 
London. 

Vermont.  Extract  of  a letter  from  a gen- 
tleman in  Addison  county , Vermont , to  a 
member  of  congress , dated  Jan.  &th,  1815. 
“Volunteer  companies  are  forming  in  all 
the  neighbouring  towns,  getting  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  holding  themselves  in  rea- 
diness. If  the  British  take  a ride  to  White- 
hall this  winter,  they  will  never  return.” 
Traitors  New  London , Jan.  25th,  1815. 
The  private  armed  boat  Retaliation,  John 
Rogers  commander,  on  the  2 st  inst.  brought 
in  a boat  from  Lyme,  with  two  men  on  board 
named  Russel  and  Gilbert,  oh  a suspicion  that 
they  were  bound  on  a trading  trip  to  the  ene 
my’s  squadron.  Her  load  consisted  of  sheep, 
turkeys  geese,  soap,  candles,  pepper,  cheese, 
eggs,  4‘C.  On  Monday  they  were  brought 
before  a court  of  enquiry,  where  an  examina-* 
tion  was  had;  but  whether  upon  the  evidence, 
they  are  to  be  holden  for  trial  remains  unde- 
cided. The  men  in  the  interim  are  commit- 
ted to  gaol 

Military  force.  The  Richmond  Enquir- 
er, to  shew  the  preference  of  a regular  army 
to  militia  levies,  publishes  the  following  ab- 
stract from  the  official  returns  of  the  United 
States’  forces  at  Norfolk,  in  one  of  the  months 
of  last  year: 

Ltegular  force  1660 — 250  sick — 21  deaths. 
Militia  force  2540-  -2012  sick — 160  deaths 
—200  discharged  for  inability. 

691  discharged  in  November,  having  served 
a tour  of  duty,  half  sick. 

New7- York  arsenal.  From  the  Column 
bian  March,  8.  We  were  quite  unexpectedly 
disappointed,  of  a visit  to  the  state  arsenal, 
yesterday,  to  find  it  far  exceeding  any  thing 
of  the  kind  heretofore  known  in  this  country, 
and  exhibiting,  on  a smaller  scale,  the  furni- 
ture and  materials  of  the  tower  of  London, 
but  net  surpassed,  in  perfection  and  neatness, 
we  presume,  fey  any  similar  establishment  in 
the  world.  Twelve  thousand  stand  of  arms, 
(musketry)  with  aye ouUenycnt s complete,  and 
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rifles,  swords,  pistols  and  ammunition  in  pro- 
portion, arranged  in  festoons,  stars,  and  other 
fanciful  and  convenient  forms,  in  glitterin. 
polish  and  perfect  order,  furnish  a spectacle 
wort  h a half  hour's  walk  to  view;  while  the 
politeness  of  the  officers  attending  affords 
every  gratification  to  the  most  curious  enquir 
er  The  cannon,  mortars,  shells,  shot,  &:e. 
are  not  mentioned  Thirty  or  forty  ladies 
were  among  the  spectators  attracted  by  the 
novelty  of  this  grand  display  of  “bruised  arms 
hungup  for  monuments,’’  “esterday  afternoon. 

Amelia  Is  land.  Extract  of  a letter  from 
Amelia,  Sept.  9.  1814  a\ esterday  1 3 . sail  of 

neutral  ships  sailed  for  Europe,  principally 
for  England,  with  the  following  number  of 
bales  of  cotton,  viz.  Nadashda,  1380  ; Two 
Friends,  1110;  Venus,  805  ; Neva,  804  ; Jon 
chim,  517  ; Freden  860  ; Active,  703  ; Eme- 
lia,  700  ; brigs  Sophie,  600  , Iioppet,  500 : 
Carolus  Magnus,  480 ; Flor  de  Tejo,  200  ; 
Rio  Mendiogo,  100.  Total  8921  bales — al- 
so, about  2000  casks  rice.  The  whole  quan- 
tity exported  this  year  is  estimated  at  35,000 
bales  ; and  there  are  4000  bales  now  on  hand. 
Twenty  neutral  ships  are  waiting  cargoes ” 

To  Irishmen  While  the  city  of  New 
York  was  threatened,  the  following  spirited 
address  was  published — 

To  Irishmen.  We,  the  undersigned,  sub- 
mit, to  such  of  our  countrymen,  as  are  not 
subject  to  militia  duty,  or  other  insurmounta-' 
ble  difficulty,  that  now,  or  never,  is  the  golden 
moment  to  enrol  themselves,  and  to  repay  the 
debt  of  hospitality  to  their  adopted  country. 

Even  the  inonarchs  of  Europe  have  found  it 
their  interest  to  entertain  and  distinguish  the 
persecuted  Irish,  and  faith  and  loyalty  have 
always  marked  their  steps.  The  constituted 
authorities  of  this  republic  are  not  less  wise 
and  generous — shall  we  then  be  less  grateful? 
Shall  those  who,  in  the  hour  of  desperate  trial 
have  been  unshaken  by  bribe,  by  torture  or 
by  death,  degenerate  in  a land  which  is  the 
last  refuge  of  persecuted  freemen  ? If  any  be 
so  recreant  we  disown  them  for  our  country- 
men. Our  appeal  is  to  the  constant ; our  call 
is  on  the  brave ! Such  only  are  invited  whose 
hearts  can  answer  to  that  call:  Broken,  like 
the  rest,  in  fortune,  we  have  neither  bribe  nor 
patronage  to  offer,  nor  any  thing  to  share,  but 
the  dangers  of  the  field  Nor  shall  we  solicit 
or  cajole.  Zeal  and  affection  must  be  the 
common  stock  ; with  those  qualities  the  poor 
is  rich  enough ; without  them  the  richest  is 
too  poor.  We  have  no  interest  but  the  safety 
of  our  country ; no  ambition  but  to  march, 
with  its  defenders.  Thrice  happy,  if  in  doing 
go,  we  may  also  avenge  the  wrongs  of  our 
dear  and  native  land. 

The  respectable  signatures  already  obtain- 
ed give  fair  hopes  of  success,  but  the  numbers 
are  yet  inadequate  to  a separate  organization. 
The  three  months  of  service  will  soon  elapse, 


and  the  honor  may,  by  a short  delay,  be  for- 
ever lost  of  having  their  names  incribcd 
amongst  these  heroes  whose  brows  so  many 
laurels  have  already  circled  at  an  epoch 
which  future  annals  will  consecrate  to  fame. 

Lists  are  now  open  at  No.  69  Beekman- 
street,  No.  6 Murray-street.  If  at  the  end  of 
the  present  month,  the  number  of  500  is  not 
vomplele,  we  shall  conclude  that  all  who  have 
not  joined  us  are  already  at  their  post,  and 
with  those  who  have  offered,  we  shall  seek 
some  other  line  of  honorable  duty  for  our- 
selves. 

WM  JAMES  MAC  NEVAN. 
WILLIAM  SAMPSON. 

Practical  patriotism. — Charleston . Fe- 
bruary 10.  1S15. — Thealarm  men  of  Fairfield 
district  have  met  by  sections  at  convenient 
places  within  the  district,  and  have  resolved 
to  contribute,  either  in  labor,  money  or  pro- 
visions, as  it  may  be  required,  for  the  use  of 
the  families  of  the  militia  now  in  or  who  may 
hereafter  be  called  into  the  service  of  their 
country.  They  propose  to  plant,  tend  and 
harvest  the  crop,  wherever  it  may  be  neces- 
sary, for  those  who  are  absent  on  duty.  The’ 
but  few,  very  few,  if  any.  of  the  brave  volun- 
teers now  m service  from  that  district  may  re- 
quire any  such  aid,  the  merit  of  this  act  is  not 
the  less;  and  is  an  example  worthy  of  imita- 
tion, and  highly  honorable  to  the  old  hoary 
veterans  of  Fairfield  district. 

Gallant  affair. — On  the  7th  of  Febru- 
ary, ibl5,  about  sun  rise,  near  James’  Island, 
Dorchester  county,  a British  tender  was  just 
within  the  mouth  of  Little  Choptank,  and  a 
cake  of  ice  was  drifting  her  towards  the  ice 
near  the  shore,  within  about  400 yards.  Joseph 
Stewart  and  others,  to  the  number  of  nine- 
teen, went  to  the  spot,  and  finding  a mound  of 
ice  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  the 
tender,  formed  by  means  of  loose  cakes  float- 
ing into  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  accumu- 
lated by  the  force  of  the  tide,  made  their  way 
to  it  over  parts  of  the  ice  which  were  thawed, 
jumping  from  cake  to  cake;  and  using  it  as  a 
bre&st-work  commenced  a fire  on  the  tender. 
When  they  arrived  the  British  had  got  their 
anchor  on  the  bow  and  loosened  sails.  After 
an  engagement  of  two  hours  the  British  cried 
for  quarters  and  surrendered.  'I  hey  consisted 
of  nineteen  male  persons  and  had  on  board  a 
twelve-pound  carronade,  a swivel,  seventeen 
muskels  and  six  pistols,  with  plenty  of  powder 
and  ball. 

Another. — On  the  I2th  ultimo,  a British 
tender  and  barge  came  up  Honga  river,  as  far 
rs  Lake’s  cove,  and  got  possession  of  six  of 
our  vessels,  some  loaded  and  bound  for  Nor- 
folk. Two  of  the  vessels  were  fired  by  the 
enemy,  when  fifteen  or  twenty  militia-men 
having  collected,  commenced  a brisk  fire  from 
canoes,  and  continued  it,  amidst,  a shower  of 
grape  and  round  shot,  until  they  drove  the 
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enemy  off,  who  left  their  sails  bent  to  the 
masts  of  oar  vessels,  and  a great  coat;  the  mi- 
litia following  them  in  their  canoes  until  their 
ammunition  gave  out.  Property  to  the  amount 
of  10  or  12,000  dollars  was  saved;  and  the 
British  were  supposed  to  have  lost  several 
killed  and  wounded. 

Elegant  extract  of  a letter  from  a gentle 
man  abroad  to  his  friend  in  America,  dated 
in  '*Nov.  last. 

[ Attributed  to  John  Q.  Adams ] 

“The  success  of  the  attack  of  the  English 
upon  Washington  intoxicated  them  to  such  a 
degree,  that  they  translated  their  tiazette  ac- 
count of  it  into  all  the  principal  languages, 
and  sent  it  by  special  messengers  all  over  Eu- 
rope.— That  of  sir  John  Sherbrooke's  expedi- 
tion followed  immediately  after,  and  in  more 
than  one  way  Haltered  their  dreams  of  con 
quest.  Their  conduct  at  Washington,  how- 
ever, excited  throughout  all  Europe  a senti- 
ment very  different  from  that  which  they  had 
expected;  a sentiment  of  disgust  at  the  Go- 
thic barbarism  of  their  proceedings;  and 
since  then  their  failure  at  Baltimore,  their  de- 
feat on  lake  Champlain,  their  retreat  from 
Plattsburgh,  and  the  sortie  of  the  17th  ftept. 
from  Fort  Erie,  have  redeemed  our  defeats, 
have  aggravated  theirs,  and  now  lead  them 
to  the  anticipation  of  a disastrous  issue  to  the 
campaign. 

“It  is  a mortifying  circumstance  to  one  who 
feelsdfor  the  honor  and  interest  of  our  coun- 
try, to  find  a British  prime  minister  boasting 
in  parliament , as  the  earl  of  Liverpool  has 
done , that  the  infamous  outrages  of  their 
troops  in  America  had  been  much  more  vindi- 
cated and  justified  by  Americans,  in  Ameri- 
can newspapers,  than  they  have  in  England 
itself  Still  more  of  humiliation  did  I feel  at 
Ins  assertion,  that  the  people  of  the  District , 
of  which  they  have  taken  possession , people 
of  the  state  of  Massachusetts . had  manifest- 
ed a disposition  to  become  British  subjects! 
I still  indulge  the  hope  that  he  has  magnified 
into  an  expression  of  popular  sentiment,  the 
baseness  and  servility  of  a few  individual  sy- 
cophants, who  may  have  intended  merely  to 
save  their  property  from  plunder,  by  paying 
court  to  the  British  commanders.  Deeply  as 
the  sordid  spirit  of  faction  has  degraded  Mas- 
sachusetts, I will  not  yet  believe  that  the  lofty 
sentiment  of  Independence  has  been  extin 
guished  in  the  souls  of  any  considerable  por- 
tion of  my  countrymen,  or  that  they  have 
sunklow  enough  in  the  scale  of  creation,  wil- 
lingly to  become  subject  of  Great  Britain 
Gen.  Brown  partook  of  a public  dinner 
at  Philadelphia,  on  the  Ibth  February,  given 
in  his  honor  by  the  citizens  without  distinction 
of  party,  to.  which  also  the  officers  of  the  ar- 
my and  navy  were  invited.  Wherever  the 
hero  appeared  he  was  received  with  cheers 
by  the  people,  and  the  U.  5.  troops  at  that 


place  repaired  to  his  quarters  and  saluted 
him.  The  toasts  drank  on  the  occasion  were 
patriotic — the  general  s was — uAll  true  Ame- 
ricans by  whatever  name  distinguished. 

The  general  having,  retired,  the  following 
toast  was  given: 

Our  distinguished  guest  and  fellow  citizen • 
major  general  Jacob  Brown— in,, y he  long 
live,  in  health  and  happiness,  to  enjoy  the  es- 
teem of  his  country,  and  the  laurels  he  has 
won  in  her  service. 

Law  case. — Charleston,  Feb.  9.  The 
Launch  belonging  to  the  frigate  Ilebrus, 
which  was  deserted  by  her  crew  at  Edisto 
Inlet  on  Sunday  the  29th  ult.  and  afterwards 
taken  possession  of  by  the  militia,  was  brought 
up  to  town  yesterday.  A question  has  ari- 
sen as  to  who  are  the  legal  captors;  whether 
the  U.  States’ barges,  who  drove  off  and  after- 
wards captured  the  crew  of  the  launch,  or  the 
militia,  who  found  her  thus  deserted  upon  the 
beach,  and  took  possession  of  her  before  the 
barges  could  return  from  the  capture  of  her 
crew.  She  mounts  a 121b  carronade  and  five 
handsome  brass  swivels,  and  has  a number 
of  water  casks  on  board. 

Illumination  — From  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer of  February  20,  1815. — On  Saturday 
last,  several  national  salutes  were  fired,  and 
the  “star-spangled  banner”  of  America,  and 
the  red-cross  flag  of  Britain  were  displayed 
together  near  the  city  hall,  during  the  day. 

At  night  a general  illumination  took  place, 
and  a number  of  rockets  were  fired,  some  of 
| them  made,  by  one  of  our  citizens,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  British  Congreve. 

The  following  proclamation  of  the  mayor 
gave  the  signal  for  illumination: 

A Proclamation. — 1 he  president  of  the 
United  States  has  this  day  announced,  by 
proclamation,  the  return  of  peace. 

In  the  late  contest  for  the. sacred  rights  and 
honor  of  our  country,  the  American  army  and 
navy  have,  by  the  most  replendent  achiev- 
ments,  exalted  their  character  as  high  as  am- 
bition could  desire. 

The  American  people  have  never  failed  to 
prove,  that  although  naturally  inclined  to 
peace,  they  can  brave  w ith  a manly  spirit  the 
horrors  and  calamities  of  war,  when  they  con- 
sider that  respect  violated  which  is  due  not 
only  to  themselves  but  to  every  independent 
nation. 

A retrospect  of  our  affairs  from  the  com- 
mencement to  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  tho’ 
the  scene  is  occasionally  checkered,  cannot 
but  afford  a heartfelt  gratification  to  every 
lover  of  his  country. 

Whereas,  in  consideration  of  these  things, 
the  glory  of  our  country  and  the  return  of 
happy  peace,  it  is  becoming  to  make  due  ac- 
knowledgments to  the  Supreme  lluler  of 
events,  and  to  shew  every  rational  demonstra- 
tion of  joy:  Therefore,  I James  II.  Blake, 
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mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington,  by  the 
author^  and  with  the  advice  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  said  city,  do  enjoin  on  the  citizens 
generally  to  illuminate  their  respective  houses 
this  evening,  co. mnencing  at  7 and  ending  at 
9 o’clock.  And  I do  require  the  public  ofli 
cers  of  this  corporation  to  be  vigilant  in  the 
preservation  of  peace  and  tranquility. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, this  18th  day  of  February 
1815. 


privateer  (the  Armstrong)  of  9 guns,  with  a 
loss  of  about  300  killed  and  wounded!  By 
which  it  appears  he  can  do  something. 

Captain  Downie  (says  the  “Plattsburg  Re- 
| publican”)  publicly  declared  while  on  the  Isle 
! La^Mott,  in  the  hearing  of  20  or  30  American 
j citizens,  that  in  thirty  minutes  after  the  first 
'lire,  he  would  be  on  board  the  American  ship 
| Saratoga.  The  first  fire  from  the  Saratoga 
proved  fatal  to  eapt.  Downie. 


JAMES  II.  BLAKE,  Mayor. 

N.  B.  A salute  will  be  fired  at  7 o’clock, 
which  will  be  the  signal  for  commencing  the 
illumination. 

Puns.  From  the  Pittsburg  Common- 
wealth. A gentleman  hearing  the  extrava- 
gant pretensions  of  the  British  commission- 
ers at  Ghent , trusted  our  ministers  would 
give  tnem  a very  lake- onic  answer.  All  who 
have  heat'd  the  names  of  Perry  and  Macdo- 
donough  will  take  the  force  of  the  allusion. 

A correspondent  who  has  seen  th e Montreal 
puff  about  1500  barrels  of  pork  (which  are 
said  to  have  frightened  the  Yankees  on  the 
Niaga  ra  frontier)  wishes  to  be  informed  whe- 
ther : hey  contained  part  of  the  hogs  that  sir 
George  Provost  drove  to  the  Plattsburgh 
ma  rket; 

W e presume  that  they  did  not,  as  sir  George 
did  not  stay  there  to  have  them  killed. 

Phil.  Free.  Journal. 

Plattsburgh  Dec.  3,  18 tL  The  following 
articles  were  found  on  board  a small  trans- 
port sloop,  which  accompanied  the  British 
fleet  as  far  as  the  Isle  i.a  Mott,  in  September 
last,  and  there  sunk,  in  consequence  of  being 
too  heavy  loaded. 

The  enemy  carried  off  eight  eighteen  poun- 
ders- which  they  had  mounted  on  a small  bat- 
tery erected  on  the  west  side  of  the  island; 
but  permitted  the  sloop  to  remain,  which  was 
afterwards  raised  by  the  inhabitants  of  Isle 
La  Mott,  and  the  -tores  taken  out,  viz. 
25,000  Sand  bags, 

500  Fascine  knives, 

An  anchor,  weighing  500  lbs. 

A 6 inch  cable;  504<  feet  in  length, 

A large  quantity  of  shot  and  shells, 

200  shovels  and  spades, 

100  pick  axes, 

20  kegs  powder, 

A number  of  bbls.  of  hard  bread, 

A barrel  of  sugar,  <$cc. 

The  sloop  was  formerly  a packet  between 
this  place  and  Burlington,  and  taken  by  the 
enemy,  in  this  harbor,  in  their  excursion  up 
the  lake  in  1812 — it  lias  since  been  restored 
to  its  former  owner. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  capt.  Lloyd , 
who  in  a7-A  gun  ship,  refused  to  fight  the  Pre- 
sident frigate— with  the  assistance  of  a frigate 
and  a sloop  of  war,  succeeded  in  destroying  a 


Sir  George  Prevost  predicted  that  3Iacdo- 
nozigh  would  strike  his  flag  in  20  minutes,  and 
held  out  his  watch  to  see  when  the  time  should 
expire.  Admiral  Cochrane  promised  to  se- 
veral Americans,  to  break  the  “egg  shell”  at 
fort  M- Henry  [Baltimore]  in  two  hours;  but 
looked  very  foolish  when  those  persons,  after 
twenty  six  hours  bombardment,  told  him  that 
“the  time  was  out!”  The  foil  Daeres,  of  the 
Guerriere , told  hismen  toprepare  a hogshead 
of  molasses  to  treat  the  V ankecs,  who  were 
to  be  his  prisoners  in  fifteen  minutes.  So 
they  go  on,  though  every  lesson  they  have  had 
one  would  think  might  have  taught  them 
better. 

It  is  said , that  our  public  and  privatearm- 
ed vessels  have  been  directed  to  sink,  instead 
of  burning  the  vessels  they  do  not  think  pro- 
per to  attempt  to  send  in.  A considerate  and 
prudent  measure, as  we  expect  that  the  ocean, 
especially  on  the  British  coasts,  might  other- 
wise be  covered  with  the  floating  wrecks  of 
half-consumed  vessels,  to  the  great;  danger  of 
our  flyers,  in  the  night!  This  will  keep  the 
road  clear! 

The  London  Times  of  July  2,  speaking  of 
the  “painful  events”  that  have  happened  at 
sea,  and  of  the  pride  with  which  we  look 
forward  to  other  victories,  says — “There  is 
but  one  way  to  turn  the  current  of  their 
thoughts  and  efforts  from  their  present  direc- 
tion; and  that  is,  to  crush  their  growing  navy 
to  atoms.  The  enterpr’ize  may  be  twice  as 
difficult  now,  as  it  would  have  been  (had  our 
means  then  permitted,)  in  the  first  month  of 
the  war;  but  it  will  infallibly  he  ten  times  as 
difficult,  nay,  it  may  become  absolutely  im  - 
possible, if  it  is  delayed  till  a future  war  .Now 
A metica  stands  alone;  herea  her  she  mavhave 
allies.  Let  us  strike  while  the  iron  is  hot.” 

Now  many  people  in  the  United  States 
have  thought  it.  ungenerous  that  we  declared 
war  against  England  when  she  had  few  al- 
lies. I very  much  question  if  the  said  per- 
sons would  be  pleased,  if,  “in  the  course  .off 
human  events”  it  might  be  our  fortune  to  act 
in  concert  'with  the  “royal  Bourbon ,”  or 
“magnanimous  Alexander  We  may  yet  hear 
of  -Russian  influenced 

But — as  to  crushing  our1  little  navy  “to 
atoms”— the  British  want  belter  heels  and  $cL 
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ter  hands  to  do  it — when  too  strong  for  us, 
we  can  generally  run  away.  In  all  other  cases 
we  beat  them  shamefully.  We  acknowledge 
this  is  vexatious,  and  not  a little  humiliating 
to  the  pride  of  John  Bull , and  therefore  allow 
him  to  grumble. 

Major-general  Keane , it  is  now  reported,  is 
to  be  sent  out  to  beat  the  Yankees  into  sub- 
mission. 

“ But  should  our  haughty  foe  expect 
To  give  our  boys  a caning , 

We  gitess  they’ll  find  our  lads  have  larnt 
A Utile  bit  of  trailing.” 

^Englishmen  of  all  countries.  The  crew 
of  a British  privateer  taken  at  the  southward 
by  our  gun-boats,  though  consisting  only  of 
2Q  men,  (colored  and  uncolored)  is  stated-  to 
have  originated  in  no  less  than  sixteen  differ- 
ent countries  and  islands,  viz  : From  Eng- 

land 6,  Bermuda  3,  Ireland  2,  Portugal  2, 
Italy  2,  Scotland  1,  Nova  Scotia  1,  Germany 
1,  Sweden  1,  Prussia  1,  Norway  1,  Malta  1, 
Corsica  1,  France  1,  Cuba  1,  Martinique  1. 

While  Great  Britain  employs  such  motley 
groupes  of  “black  spirits  and  white,  blue  spi- 
rits and  grey,5’  against  us,  to  kill,  take,  sink, 
burn  and  destroy,  one  would  think  she  need 
not  be  so  tenacious  of  her  claims  of  the  per- 
petual allegiance  of  her  own  subjects,  and  so 
violent  in  her  charges  against  us  for  harbor- 
ing and  naturalizing  i,n  time  of  peace,  the  na- 
tives of  other  countries  in  a civil  and  legal 
way.  [ Colum . 

The  bird  of  war.  Another  anecdote  is 
given,  by  the  Baltimore  Patriot,  of  the  gal- 
lantry and  courage  of  the  cock,  a bird  conse- 
crated for  his  valor  by  the  ancients  to  Miner- 
va, the  goddess  cf  war.  The  account  of  his 
crowing  in  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  and  on 
board  the  Saratoga  and  Eagle,  in  the  battle 
of  Lake  Champlain,  attest  his  martial  spirit, 
and  show  that  his  claims  to  the  characteris- 
tics of  vigilance  and  bravery  have  not  dimi- 
nished since  the  earliest  accounts  of  fabulous 
history.  After  an  allusion  to  the  three  cheers 
given  by  the  brave  chanticleer  on  lake  Cham- 
plain, the  Patriot  says: 

Another  fact  of  a similar  nature,  may  not 
be  uninteresting.  During  the  bombardment 
of  Fort  Jf  Henry,  at  a time  when  the  explo- 
sions were  the  most  tremendous,  a rooster 
mounted  a parapet  and  crowed  heartily.  This 
excited  the  laughter  and  animated  the  feelings 
of  all  present.  A man,  who  was  severely  in- 
disposed and  worn  down  with  fatigue,  declar- 
ed that  if  ever  he  lived  to  see  Baltimore,  the 
rooster  should  be  treated  with  'pound  cake 
Not  being  able  to  leave  the  tort,  the  day  af- 
ter the  bombardment  he  sent  to  the  city,  pro- 
cured the  cake,  and  had  fine  sport  in  treating 
his  favoyite  rooster. 


Copy  of  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
/us  excellency  David  U.  Williams. 

Treasury  Department,  29th  December.  1814. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  in- 
forming me,  that  the  legislature  of  South 
Carolina  has  paced  the  sum  of  260.000  dol- 
lars- at  the  disposal  of  government  in  aid  of 
its  finances  The  state  of  South  Carolina, 
always  conspicuous  for  her  public  spirit  and 
liberality,  has,  on  this  occasion,  given  a proof 
of  patriotism  which  is  well  calculated  to  exalt 
her  own  character,  and  to  inspire  every  mem- 
ber of  the  union,  with  a spirit  of  the  noblest 
exertion,  in  the  common  cause. 

1 hastened  to  communicate  your  letter  to 
the  president,  and  it  was  peculiarly  grateful 
to  me,  to  find,  that  he  cordially  united  in  the 
sentiment  of  respect  for  the  state  of  Sou’. it 
Carolina,  which  I have  the  honor  to  express. 

I am,  with  great  consideration  and  esteem, 
sir,  vour  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

A,  J DALLAS. 

Copy  of  a letter  from,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  ti 

t hoinas  Lee,  esq.  comptroller -general  of  South  Ca~ 

, * rolina.  ■ u 

f Treasury  Department,  29th  December,  1814. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter,  informing  me  that  the 
legislature  of  South  Carolina  had  passed  to 
the  credit  of  the  government,  in  the  state 
bank,  a sum  of  $60,000  dollars  as  an  assump- 
tion of  the  state’s  quota  of  direct  tax,  which  it 
is  proposed  to  lay  for  the  ensuing  year.  This 
act  of  patriotism  and  liberality  is  in  unison 
with  the  general  character  of  South  Carolina, 
and  merits  the  cordial  acknowledgment  of  the 
government  as  wrell  as  the  applause  of  the 
nation.  It  presents  a noble  example  to  every 
member  of  the  Union,  and  m that  respect,  as 
well  as  in  respect  to  the  fiscal  aid  which  it 
affords,  must  be  essentially  serviceable. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Thos.  Lee,  esq.  comptroller  general,  &c. 

Charleston , South  Carolina. 

A Dinner  to  general  Ripley,  was  given  at 
Pittsfield  by  the  republicans  of  Berkshire 
county  and  officers  of  the  U.  S.  army,  in  re- 
spect for  his  bravery  in  the  battle  of  Niagara, 
the  defence  of  fort  Erie,  and  the  sortie  from 
that  work,  in  which  he  received  his  wounds. 
Among  the  toasts  are  the  following: 

The  Constitution — May  its  enemies  meet 
the  fate  of  the  Java. 

The  army  and  navy — their  deedsr  of  valor 
have  evinced  to  the  world  that  we  are  a match 
for  Great  Britain  without  allies. 

New  England  vs.  New  States — verdict  for 
the  defenders  at  New-Orleans. 

The  bayonet  and  the  shuttle— let  us  aim  ttf 
manage  the  latter  in  peace,  as  well  as  we  have 
the  former  in  war,  and  ourcountry  willbe' soon 
rid  of  British  goods  and  British  influenc* 
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